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For Your Information

A LETTER TROM MRS, SAILER ~ YENCLING UNIVERSITY

A visitor to the Yenching campus during these lovely spring days would find it as
beautiful as ever, and if he stayed for only a day or two he would, I think, see
few changes -~ superficially, Yenching is pretty much vhat it was ten years agoe
The willows around the lake are taller, there has been a great outcronping of
buildings in the southeas% part of the campus, where the Industrial Training
Program has its center, miny of them left by the Japanese in an unfinished condi-
tion and salvaged by the University for its own purposes, and tlhere are concrete
roads and paths everywhere, for which also we must thank the Japanese who left be-
hind the raw materials. But the students who stroll around the lake look much
like the students of 1940, excent for their clothing, and if the visitor went to
classes he would probably not ndt ice any great changes, Yet beneath all this,
things are very, very different, China has experienced a revolution, and the
revolution has come to the campus and made tremendous changes in practically every
nhase of our University life,

I have said that the clothing has changed., Slacks with short Chinese jackets,
usuaglly in dark cdors, are t:e rule for the girls, The boys wear trousers and
sweaters, and short American Army coats, some of the original gra;-green color,
some dyed black or dark brown. Permanentc are few and far hetwoon, as is long
hair -~ the straight boyish bob is the zuccepted thing, The students dress for
comfort and convenience, not beauty, and you very seldom see, even on special
occasions, a silk gown or a pair of high-heeled choes,

In the refectories you would notice a very great caange, The food costs somewhat
over 32.00 Americen money per month, three mcals a day. The girls have kao liang
(sorghum) for breakfast with a little salted {ucnip, steamed unleavened bread made
of corn and millet flour, with spinach or cabbage with a little meat or bean curd
at noon, and for sunper, kao liang again, this time cooked with less water than
for breakfast, and served with vegetable,

But these differences are perhaps somevhat superficial., Underneath there are even
more striking ones, The Student Government, now housed on the lower floor of
Gamble hall, is more active and efficient than in the past, and has a much larger
share in University affairs, The women students are very active in it, and take
fully as much responsibility as the men, and often more, In fact, at the last
election, among those receiving the most votes, six out of the first eight were
women,

Nowhere do you hear IZnglish spoken, except in a classroom nresided over by a
foreigner, and even there you will hear most of the students speaking Chinese,
There are no University lectures in English, no meetings, There is no attempt to
conduct University gatherings bilingually -~ if a foreigner can't understand

Chinese he sits beside someone who does and who can write a running translation for
him, All minutes are kept in Chinese, and carbon copies must be made by hand for
any necessary distribution, All notices on bulletin boards are in Chinese. There
is no longer a faculty bulletin, I'or years this came out on Saturday, printed in
English, and giving the events for the next weeks, All letters are addressed in
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Chinese, and one has the very definite impression that this is a Chinese University,
run by Chinese, with foreigners welconed to help as teachers or even, in a few cases,
ag administratorsy if they have a smecial contribution to make,

Ivery student is required to take "The Big Course" - a course on Dialectical Materw
ialism and historical ilaterialism the first semester, and on The New Democracy the
second semester, These courses include a two~hour lecture eesch week, and dis-
cussions in small groups, formed in the various depnartments, with a student chair-
man, and a faculty member ~lways nresent, The faculty this semester meet regulerly
for lectures and reports, and for discussions in grouns, to nrepare for t heir work
with the students, In all organizations, this study of the theory back of the
regime is compulsory, the intention being to make everyone an intelligent partici-
pant in the new soclety. Questions are welcomed, criticisms gladly received, but
it is expected that gradually one may understand so completely that he will really
become a wholehearted supporter. Books and pamphlets and study helps are available
to all, It is obvious to all that too large a proportion of time is spent in this
way, and next year we understand changes will probably be made, but the government
shows itself really in earnest in its effort to help citizens to become really ine-
formed, and as in the old-fashioned Sunday School it is taken for granted that when
you really see the light, you will become a really staunch believer and suvnporter,
The University workers also have their training and discussion groups end have be-
come much meore articulate and self-respecting.

The Women's College, you will see from the enclosed outline of its organization,has
been reorganized, and the students and workers as well as the lower faculty and
staff members, have a voice in its administration, To a greater extent than ever
before, it is an integral part of the University, being responsible to the highest
authority in the University, the committee that corresponds to the former "Univer~
sity Council," The Dean is ex-officio member of the two most important committees

in the University, and there is a woman on every University committee the work of
which is related to the Women's College., We are very hopeful that we shall have a
new Dean this coming fall, but at present, in place of a Dean we have a triumvirate,
Mrs. Yen Ching Yleh, Miss Kuan YU Lin, and I, Mrs, Yen is an experienced member of
the faculty in the Sociology Department, Miss Kuan is younger, a Yenching graduate
in the Department of Physicel Zducntion, Each of us brings her own knowledge and
judgement to nroblems, and we find that the fact thet we are so different in back-
ground and experience makes our decision more likely to be good and wige ones, Bub
we very much nzed a strong, capable woman to be our Desn, and we think we are on the
trail of just the right person,

From the various kinds of statistics are given on the enclosed sheet, you will notice
that our two upner classes are very small, and this mesns that if we take in new
classes of normal size the next two years, we shall have a much larger enrollment
and be much more crowded than usual, The trend is toward taking in large numbers,
since the pressure for education is so great, and we expect to have to put three or
four girls into a twoegirl room, in the fall, Compared with government universities
our students are far "too comfortable," and we are so sut of step with the times in
this respect that it seems right to change things rather radically., Xven the
faculty housing situation is to be altered, and several of the larger houses made
into two or three apartments so that we can house more faculty, staff, and workmen
families, Simplicity and frugality are today's virtues,

Another virtue of this day and age is mutual help, and in closing I want to tell
you two little stories to illustrate this, The students of the Education Depart-
ment, most of them very "progressive," decided that none of thelr number would ask
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for food subsidy, Instead, those who had nart-time naid jobs (required teaching
work) or who for other reasons had more than they needed, would contribute to those
who had no money and were ecarning none, One girl did wractice teaching in a
charity school in the village nesr us, ©She got no nay for this, had not one spare
cent, But she didn't like to say anything about her plight and so dcided not to
eat much and to cook her own meals, thus saving a great deal., I just hapnened to
find out about this, and we worked out another arrangement that saved her self-
resnect,

Miss Liu's family was formerly a wealthy landlord family in central China, a very
large family, old style, with grandparents, uncles, aunts, cousins, all under the
same roof, In her own immediate family there are nine children, She had plenty

of money during her high school days and in her first year at the Catholic Univer-
sity, and last semester, when she transferred to Yenching she asked for deferment
of fees because her home had not been liberated and there was no communication be-
tween it and Peking., She felt sure there would be no trouble about her fees as
soon as communication was reestablished, Finally, a letter came from her family.
They had left their rich lands and had gradually withdrawn frow place to place in
advance of the lLiberation Army, till finally they could go no farther and the Army
caught up with them, They had nothing, they could find no work, they were almost
destitute, and they certainly could send nothing to Miss Liu, Students in the
upper third of their class according to the entrance examinations can apply for
scholarship help, Miss Liu's grades were not quite good enough. The University
said she must pay her deferred first semester's fees before she could apply for
deferred payment for the second semester, and must pay the second semester fees
before a certain date. Miss Liu is a pre-nursing student, little, cute;~ and has
a way of wrinkling up her nose when she smiles. I rather thought she was inclined
to depend too much on soft-hearted people who thought her attractive, and so I
waited to see what would happen. She hustled around and got a self-help job in the
Bursar's Office, and worked so hard there that she hadn't time even to discuss her
case, Dark rings appeared under her eyes from fatigue and worry. Then her "small
group" went to work - pre-medical, pre-nursing, and liome Xconomics students ~ and
they wiped out her first semester bill on her assurance that she would get a job

in the summer and then repay them, 3But how about her second semester fees? The
other nurses took up the case, They had ndice that she was a very hard worker but
that her lessons just didn't come easy to her, They began to gather together con-
tributions from their group, She came to see me, I told her that because of her
fine spirit I would personally meet any deficit she had, though since I was already
paying fees for two other nurses I hoped the amount would not be too large, Several
weeks went by. Two days ago she came to see me wWith another pre-nursing student,
to tell me that all the money had been contributed - she wonldn't need to ask me
for any. That snirit of mutual help, of trying not to denend on University,
government, or faculty member, is new, and one of the very, very fine fruits of the
new society.

I fear this is a very rambling report of our life here at Yenching these days. o
much has harpened in the last two years that it is difficult to grasp and put it
into words, If there is any particular aspect of the Women's College that you
wo1ld 1like to learn more about, won't you please feel free to write and tell me so?
My husband and I are leaving here for a year of furlough, just as soon as we can
conveniently get away after commencement this summer, and we plan to be in New York
City for most of the year. I hope it may be possible for me to meet some of you
some time during that year, All of us in the Women's Colle ge appreciate so very
much your continuing interest and help, and we know how especially hard it is these
days to keep up the financial support., I feel that what tie world needs most 1s
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better understanding between groups, nations, and races, and that everyone who cone
tributes to Christian education in Chine is making a supremely fine investment,
which pays high dividends, It is a privilege for us out here to realize that we
have back of us such a wonderful group as our Yenching Women's College Committee,
Ve hope we may be worthy of our responsibility in that partnership,




FORl YOUR INFORIAT 24 JULY 1950

LETTiR, DATID 28 JUNE 1950, FROM DR, C., V/. LUH
YENCHING UNIVLhSITY

(Although the following letter is concerned primarily with Yenching,
much of what Dr, Luh says is of such general interest that it is being
sent to all members of the Board, Of xspecial significence is his re-
cponce to the Tindings of the annual meeting. Ve hope to be able to
gend you amplification of the P, S. befors long. SR

YLour letter of June 8, enclosing the minutes of the last meeting of the
Yrustecs, has been read with entimwsiasm and whole-hearted sratitude.
Bliss and 1 went over the contents very carefully. lie are not only
relieved finencially, but also feel more than ever our comradeship with
you and our responsibility to you as we read the Findings of the ¥Yench-
ing Committee and of the general committee. Ve may not have exactly
the same impression of the situation in China, or the same estimate of
the future of Yenching. Ve now know from the Findings that you under=-
stand what we are cdoing, so we can be sure our motives cannot be mig=-
interpretted. ‘‘hatevor we do is for the uplift of the Chinese people.
Ylith respect to the required courses for "politicel education," we are
spending very little on them this year. A large number of faculty mem=-
bers volunteered to lead the discussion grouﬁs. Neecdless to say, the

Xpenses can be easily covered by local reccipts. This arrangement has
ﬁrovaﬂ rather unsatisfactory in some r(vaCL" So we have to 1lncrease
the number of ascistants next year. iiven then the expenses will amount
to much less than one percent of ths total budget.

So far Yenching is the only private institution which has received any
financicl help from the central government. The grant given in the
spring of 1949 amounted to about US$15,000. For thirs acadeic yesr, due
to an informal guarantee on the oxch\nﬁe rate, we gained about the same
amount, but wve have not received any uoney grent. ‘e vere nromised about
ten thousand dollars in addition, but your generous pgrant mace it un-
necessary for us to prese for help from tt at sourse, Considering the
difficulty the Ministry of Lducation is facing itself, this is a happy
solution Tfor all concerned. Vie know 25. of our students have their board
paid by the government. The same practice will probably be extended to
the southern private institutiong, though not to the same extent.

Our main financial problem lies with engineer:n. educetion for which you
are not responsible. I do not wish to reopen the discussion with you
for I realize 1t 1s not within your power or, mine to chanpe a decircion
of many yearg' standinge Nor can I stand arainst the sentiment of the
faculty and of the general public, and ths strong- demand of Christian
students who need an engineering education. I cron only trust that you
know I do not stand for narrow vocational or profescional education, so
the increasing emphasis on enginecring and pre-medicine is not due to my
personal bias or that of a small number of iniluenti-l faculty memberse
I only wish you were here to sense the atmosphere., Next year, we shall
have to make civil enginogsln independent of mechenical and to separate
chemical engineering fromn the department of chemistry.

Vle may have to change the name of the Col lerp of Science to Science and
Engineering, subject to the approval of the lMinistry of Sducation.




‘e do not have a single cent on the hudret for that project. It will
call for US$60,000. he povernment hac promised to give us one million
catties of millet, amounting to about £6.,5% of the sixty thousand. The
rest we shull have to try to raise from our friends on the Committec for
the Cooperation between Bducation and Industrics, industriasl bureaus of
the divisional governments, etc, Ye will not shift any item from the
general budget to engineering, but if we find ourselves hard pressed by
next spring, I hope you will consider the differcnce betwsen the present
budget for the departments of physics and cuhiemistry and for ths same in
1937, A large portion of the work in those cdewartments hes been trans-
Jerred to engineering. I shall write more in detail concerning this
point later on, if called for,

pre-medicine, we are handling wmore students then we con possibly pass

to the Peking Union lledical Collere. At the recent National Conference

Higher fducation, the regular medical course was changed to five years

apainst FPUIIC's eight years. Formerly when our pre-medical students
could not enter PUNC, they had n chance to be transferred to other med-
icel colleaes such as Central and St, John's, which had a six or seven
vear course, thus losing at mort two years, Uith a three years' differ-
ence and the deslire on the part of the students to be of active service
right after graduatior, it voulcd be untenoble for us to prepare cendidatecs
for the PUIIC unless we be designated as one of the recognized schools
which can send a defirite number of third year stucdents to their pre-
clinical course without entrance exaninations. I .am preparing you for
reports about differcrce of opinion which muy arise between us and the
FUIIC.

We may have to handle over 1100 students in the autum. After casreful
consideration, we have decicded to participate in the unitec entrance
examinations of 21l the North Chins rovernment universities, including

Peita, Tsinghua, etes The Catholic University of FPelkin~ has followed
our suit. If the results prove unsatisfactory, we have the option to
give another examination late in Aujyust. Vie hope thath would not be
necessary. Tuition has been incress:¢ from 250 catties of millet per
semester to 400 catties, inclucdin: dornitory fees and all laboratory
charges. At the present rate of exchanpge it is about 14, Almost 40
of the students will have freec tuition scholarships, 25 with free “oard
granted by the government, as I mentioned above., Our cormitoriles were
built to accommodate 800 with a iifh standard of comfort. Three have to
live in & room now instead of two. The students expect very little from
the administration in such matters, though ve still take better cere of
their health thmm most of the government institutions can afford to.
t’ith poor food, a heavy curriculum, and a good deal of extre-curricular
activities, health is of vital concern. The governient and the Farty
have explicitly called on the students to return to the classroom and
the laboratory. For the last few months we hcve observed a seriousness
in studies that is most encouraging, for it is manifest in every departe
ment .

This shift of interest calls for more serious teachers and a re-examina-
tion into our teaching methods. Vie have to count on at least 10 additions
to the faculty in the professorisl ranks, including old colleapgues ex-
pected té return from furloughs, replacements in some of the departments
to bring the teaching eflficiency to that of 1937, and new members on the
enginesring program. As conpored to pre-war standards, only Philosophy
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and Prycholory (vwhich is my own department) are at a low level, hut

tuaere is no urgent demend for a vetter staff,

50 you can imagine what a housing problem we are lacing right nov.

snvery one of the large faculty resicdences has to be modilied to accom-
mocdate two familles. That necessarily involves expenses and hard feeling,
But to live as we do in such lordly mansions, with modern conveniences
anc expansive parden nlots, seems to some of us so very unreal nowedays.
Vhatever be the outcomne of this momentous expvrlm(nt in socialism that

ils rolng on, one taing we can be sure of, 1. €., there is hard life ahead
of us. Hard 1lilc means also noise, disturbance, petty irritations, living
in close physical contact with people who are just as easily irritated

az oneselfs Tho sooner we rcalize that, the better for 21l of us, espe-
clally for thoss faculty nembers who never lived the hard 1life as some

0. usg had to., Living in less comfortable quarters is perhaps s nrocess
of! re-education, but car we tell t'.e faculty thet adminictrative nolicy
is thus motivated? The hilphert salarv we are paving this month is ,39
plus housing and some welfare expenses For a Comunist of the same
academlic calibre working with the Ianfl his salary is 7 plus home
allowances. Student board is about :)2.,50. But on ths whole, we are

happys The majority of the intellectuals fsel even hepnier than ever
belrore .

I presume thise paradoxicel cituation is what wmakes it Aifficult for one
who lives far agray from *1L° ﬁsrt of Clina to undsrstand gy L ode not
meen only Americans, but alro many Chinese who refure to live through
this erisis. It is true our rslipion 1s sorely t.sted, but many of us,
devout Christians, do not have the lsart lmpression we cre only ahiding
time, waiting for the good old time to come eround again. Ve struggle

to see how our spiritual valuss can bear the test, what is common hetween
what was and what is to be. 8o you can irmagine 1wow thankful we are for
the Findings of the Last annual hoard meeting. Y'ie are not firhting for
a lost cause, for the Christian cause cannot be lost if it is as Jesus

meant 1t to be.,

Vle may have difficulties trying to ret our collearues on furlcurh back

Yo the Campus » I may have to apneal to the hirhest authorities, and

may fail., wusven [liss Bovnton mey not be able to 2zt back on time [lor the
autumn semester, but I hope I can justily her case to the government.

The Sallers and llr, Payne arc ready to leavec. Pavne's contract with us
expired last sumier, dbut cdue to sickness at the time of leaving he was
reappointed for another year. The Sailers we necd under any circumstances.

P. S. Herewithh are the resolutions of the National Conlerence on
Hirher Education re private institutions.

Positive guldance from the government

Slow but steady changes of the curriculum vhere necessary

IFinancial subsidy in special fields.,

And particularly for Christian institutions:
Required courses in political ecducation as in the government

Institutions.,

Llective couvrces in religion permissible.
Varning agalnst irritation of religious sentiments in teaching.




PRESBYTERIAN FOREIGN MISSIONS AND OVERSEAS INTERCHURCH SERVICE

Mrs, Louis E. Wolferz
Yenching University
Peking, China
November 29, 1950

Dear Friends:

As Christmas approaches our hearts reach out across the miles of lard and sea,
to wish for you God's blessing on this birthday of the Christ Child who came to bring
peace, good will, and abundant life to men everywhere. In these days of stress and
strain, unrest and uncertainty, we realize more urgenlly than ever that His Way of
Life is the only Way to Peace and Brotherhood. May we each in his or her own place
of work help to make His Plan become a Reality!

How often we have thought of you the past months! Letters that we earlier sent
did not reach you, we hear, but as mail service functions better now, we hope this
letter arrives with its Christmas and New Year's greetings and a short report of our
life in Yenching University., We are thankful for the measure of health we have
enjoyed, for work we love and for colleagues who have been so great a source of
encouragement and inspiration! There could be no more interesting a spot in which to
live than here, as one sees this great nation endeavoring to 1ift the economic status
of its people and build a strong nation able to take its rightful place in the world
today. One sees advance along many lines - a steady exchange rate, stable prices that
hold down inflation, ever better transportation, efforts to stem future floods, a
tremendous program in Public Health with an emphasis on rural localities, the effort
to stamp out graft, etc. We only hope China may be free to work out her own
salvation with no pressure from without. While interesting, this has also been a time
of insecurity, uncertain of the very near future as if one were atop a volcano that
might erupt at any moment. There has surely been a succession of unusual experiences
these 56 yvears since I first came to China as a tiny girl, and the past three years
have in many ways been the hardest, yet at the same time the most rewarding. We have
felt all along that God wanted us to stay so long as there was some small contribution
we could make, and when we leave we shall carry with us innumerable glad memories of
the friendliness of the people towards us personally be it Faculty or student,
villager or workman. We have felt this friendship particularly during the last three
or four weeks when our land has been branded with every dreadful name one can think
of, and hate slogans and posters have stared us in the face all over the campus.,
Singly and in groups, our friends have sought us out to make us feel their love
and the desire to comfort and sustain., It has been a soul-searching time for our
Christian faculty and students for they want to be patriotic and help their country
move forward, yet at the same time be true to their Christian faith and ideals. For
the measure of religious freedom still ours we thank God and rejoice in the deep
rooted faith of the Church of Christ in China, sure that come what may, the Church is
here to stay. The care with which our Christian students have thought through their
Christian faith,what they believe and why, has inspired us all. They have tried to
see what it means to be a true Christian in a Communist world and to what extent the
two ways of life can live together. They have tried in many ways to help students in
other schools to find a sure foundation for their faith and a feeling of togetherness
in a common endeavor,

Our chapel and church services have been well attendedi ana the nine small

Fellowship groups of from 12 to 25 each (222 members in all) are alive and active, all
emphasizing true Christian fellowship, I am an advisor to the "Bethany™ group of
twenty-one - its emphasis, close fellowship with God and Christian service to man,
Their weekly meetings are anything but dull, a combination of devotions, discussions
along different lines, and a social time that closes Jjust early enough so the girls
can get back to their dormitories before eleven. (The boys have no curfew hour.)
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They have recently been helping in home visitations that we might find the 80
youngsters that most need a big bowl of hot "fortified" porridge each day, and Bethany
is again taking over the educational project connected with this activity, For two
springs they have carried on a fly campaign, spraying DDT in public piaces, making
and posting slogans all over the village, showing and explaining movies, selling netting
for beds and food containers, etc. Another group leads the village Sunday School and
still. another directs the Saturday playground activities in our Center. Some thirty
Faculty wives take the main responsibility for the Social Service Center, giving
generously of their time and strength. A group of twelve work in the daily clinic
that last year ministered to over LOOO cases; others in our sewing machine classes
when groups of twenty are given a threc months course; still others in our Well Baky
clinie, Mothers?! club, ¢tec., I wish I could show you the thirty cute little kiddies
from neighborhood homes who gather in a kindergarten each morning. They come from
homes where the mother works out or where the family is too large or too poor to
permit proper care. Here they have careful oversight, good training, and plenty of
fun, nobly swallow their cod liver oil each day, and are watchea for communicable or
other ills., One little shaver who had trachoma and could neither be persuaded nor
coerced to have treatment accompanied his mother to a Mothers! Club one day and saw
some colored lantern slides of a Chinese man who had neglected treatment for trachoma
and, as a consequence, had become blind, The very next day the little fellow of his
om free will presented himself for treatment at the clinic and has been 2 regular
patient since.

These past few years the Faculty have raised a Community Chest in order to help
the conmunity outside of our campus. This is the second year that it hac been my
share to head the Investigation Committee and check on all applicants for aid,
Operative and other hospital cases, families unable to meet even the simplest funeral
expenses, those wishing loans to enable them to start small businesses or buy seed far
planting, etc, are presented to the Committee regularly and most of these cases are
given assistance., As winter comes on, the need grows ever greater - meny are jobless
(as masons who carnot work in freezing weather) - and I am always thankful when the
cold spell is over and spring comes again}

Being on the Board of the Women'!s Bible Training School is another contact with
fine earnest Christian people. As the Christian Church takes over responsibility for
administration, self-support, and witness, more and better trained lecaders are
needed, Our own School of Religion prepares college graduates — young men and women
we are proud of as they undertake administration, preaching, work with students,
teaching, etc, Bible Training Schools prepare those with lower educational backgrounds
but who also have important duties in the life of the Church. Emphasis is being
given to lay leadership these days, classes and discussions being held for interchurch
groups at the Training School., It is a great inspiration to see the faith, courage
and high ability of the men and women who work in the Chinese Church. Even in the
rural churches where trials and difficulties are greater than one cares to visualize,
one marvels and rejoices at the way God is working through His children who remain
loyal to Him despite every handicap and keep alight their candles of faith, Surely
"the light is shining in the darkness, for the darkness has never put it out,"

We are glad for the chance to share our Home with our many friends. Each month
well over a hundred meal guests add to the joy of fellowship -~ we don't try to count
those who drop in for a cup of tea and a visit. A few of our students have been ill
and in need of home care and rest, and we "childless old folk" have been thankful to
have them with us, some for a day or two, others for a week or two. In the summer
our Yenching campus is the best "resort" to be found since nowadays travel is greatly
limited so we have been "full up" with Chinese and foreign friends glad to get away
from the hot city and their routine jobs., All such contacts add richness to our
lives, We are still living in the same home we came to in 1926 when Yenching first
moved to this site and are glad to be enabled to remain here till we leave for good
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next June, The house is full of memories ~ of our children who grew up herc, and our
many friends who have made our life in China so worthwhile., In many ways we shall be
sad to leave, but it will be good again to be with our children, families, and friends.
Altho they are well separated, we shall find them -~ Rosalie, Ed, and 8 year old Allan
in San Mateo, Calif.; Ellen and Fred in Cooperstown, N.Y., and Polly finishing her
Master's work in Child Welfare in Iowa University.

This carries you my earnest wishes for God's blessing all through the New Year!
We need your prayers more than we can say., The times are not =asy; problems are
numerous; but "GOD IS ABLE"! May he bless us all as we pray and work together towards
a world of Peace and Brotherhood! :

Very sincerely,

KT animeKing Yolforsy




Yenching University
Peking, China
November 1950

Dear Friends, Relatives and
Brethren of the Ohio Conference:

Although it is still early
November, it is time to send our
greetings and best wishes for a Merry

Christmas and a good start on the
second half century. We want you &all
to realize that our thoughts are nuch
with you especially at this time of
the year when celebrations of the
coming of Jesus are obscurely hidden
behind walls in Christian schools,
churches and homes. At least there

is no commercialization of Christmas in Peking and that gives us gratitudel

For the first time we will be widely scattered from most of our children at
the holiday season. Allen, our oldest son, with his wife and two little girls,
lives in Schenectady. Leighton, the second, is a junior in Ohio State. Cecilia,
who left us in August, is a sophomore in Whittier College, Calif. Ben remains with
his parents. He is taught with a class of six others in the home of a German Jew
in the city, by two Chinese assistants on the staff of Fu Jen (formerly the Catholic
University) and an American woman who married a Chinese. Here on the campus he is
taught algebra, music, art. His needs are well-supplied so he is very happy. When
the weather is good he can ride the eighteen miles round-trip every day to the place
of study. Our whole family is thus apparently very happy although separated by
great expanses of water and land.




Brother Paul and his wife, Hallie, left China on a permanent furlough recent-
ly. We are lonesome without them but saw them in Tientsin on their way out. He is
building a nice new home in Ohio. Bishop and Mrs. Ralph Ward are ready to leave
China, and Bishop Lacy leaves soon. All our American consular staff left last
springs Thus we are left in China as guests of the government and under their sole
protection. Dr. Luh Chih-wei, our chancellor, assures us all that we will be well
cared for no matter what the eventualities may be. In the full assurance of what
protection we continue to work in peace and safety. Not once have any of us
suffered the slightest indignities. There is still evidence of sincere friendliness.
The government early enunciated their policy of clearly differentiating between
Americans as citizens and the American government. They have nothing against us,
but not so with our government. This distinction, while it may seem unreal and im=
possible, is strictly adhered to and consistently maintained. It is truly remarka-
ble. We can go to and from the city without passes, but must ask for permits if we
go elsewhere. Tientsin is almost the only city available at present. Our campus is
so beautiful and our life here so wholesome that we are generally content to stay
here. Trips to the city are made for nscessities and for the weekly meetings of the
Rotary Club.

The religious life of the campus is limited only by our own devotion and
initiative. (The attached report gives the essentials of life at the University.)

The economy of the country is unbelievably stable. But in spite of that there
is no way adequately to cope with poverty, disease, floods, etc., when one considers
the entire population of this vast land. Our students must still (in part) be
heavily subsidized, some more than others. The government gives substantial help to
a certain select group. China has too, too many mouths to feed. Millions are bound
to suffer. As Christians we cannot blandly stand by and not try to help. When a
great nation like China’is in the throes of fundamental change many people are sure
to be caught in the millstones of revolution. Our part may be insignificant but
again it may not be. We imagine at times that we are all painting a great canvas.
Close range gives a perspective which makes little sense or beauty. The further away
one is removed from the scene of activity the more the picture finds its true pro-
portion and meaning. It is in the faith of such a venture that we remain and do our
bit of "paint-daubing". Your prayers, gifts, messages of cheer and hope help us to
keep at our task. Only eternity can tell the complete story.

We would like to send a message to each of you. You understand how unwise
and expensive such a joy would be. Do write anyhow knowing that most likely your
message will not be personally answered. We are grateful to the Board for sending
this letter to you. With it goes our love and dedication together with each of you
to the great cause of serving God while serving man.

Sincerely,

BLISS ) MIL DRED comet. Bepn W/'#/VT—
Bliss Wiant




PRESBYTERIAN FOREIGN MISSIONS AND OVERSEAS INTERCHURCH SERVICE

Dr. Louis E. Wolferz
Yenching University
Peking, China
December 6, 1950

Dear Friends:

We are hoping very hard that this Christmas greeting will get through to you and
will be evidence that we are thinking of our many, many friends in the homeland at the
Christmas season when thoughts naturally turn homeward. Should we be separated by an
impassable physical barrier at that time, that will not hinder our thoughts from
piercing it, but only make them more heartfelt. This year more than ever before, the
absence of the earthly light will make Christmas night dark and foreboding for all the
world outside, but we may enter into the stable where a heavenly light is shining
which no darkness ever has or ever will put out, which rather is steadily pushing back
that darkness and bringing hope and courage to more and more of earth's sons., How
can we ever thank God enough for his great gift to us.

You will be glad to know that we are both well and have been able to go on with
our work much as before. In Katharine'!s letter you will read of her busy schedule
at the booming Social Service Center, whereas my time is spent mainly in the class
room and my office; but both of us are engaged in many other projects afternoons and
evenings either in our home or at our Christian Fellowship center, which make the
days and weeks seem so short. I am teaching two classes of English and two of German.
Last semester in the absence of our professor of French I had two French classes
which I also took for the first month of this semester till he could get back from a
short furlough. My responsibility in the Christian Fellowship is the co=-chairmanship
of the Workmen~Faculty Division which sponsors our mid-week prayer service and a
Sunday morning service especially suited for our workmen. On this coming Sunday
evening we are planning to show "Voices of the Deep", an inspiring religious movie, My
little Bible class group is studying Hebrews 11 this year as an introduction to a more
detailed study of Christian Faith.

Perhaps this will seem like a surprisingly favorable report in view of all the
news that is coming to you about conditions in China, but at Yenching we have in many
ways been in a privileged position and have enjoyed religious freedom without
interference. The same is about as true in larger centers like Shanghai and Tientsin,
but out in the country many churches are not allowed to hold services, members are
subjected to various disabilities and the work of foreign missionaries has come to an
end. There has been a shrinkage in the size of the Christian community as a result
of various pressures, but its roots are striking deeper making the continuity of the
church sure. Chinese leadership is taking over and will move forward even in the
face of difficulties and misunderstandings until the special contribution of Christian
citizens to the building of the new China will be recognized,

No resident of Peking could fail to see signs of a new day. Peking is again the
capital of the land. Since the coming into effect of the "new economic policy"
consumer goods are quite in evidence in the shops and the main shopping streets and
markets are full of shoppers. Prices are stable and quite reasonable, especially for
those goods needed by the bulk of the population. Colorful piles of fruit tempt you
as you go along the streets. The city government is catching up on street paving
and street—-car and bus service is much improved. The worn-out machinery of the
electric power plant is made to give very satisfactory service by the Chinese
engineers and workmen. We now have a rival to Moscow's "Red Square" in the great
open space before the main gate to the former forbidden city. Supplementary gates
are being cut in the city wall to take care of the increased traffic., The sewage
and drainage systems have been rehabilitated, lakes and moats have been dredged and
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the decorative arches repainted. Now more than ever Peking would be a mecca for the
world tourist only the visitors who would be welcome here now don't do much traveling.

It is no joy to have to listen to the constant villification of one's country,
but all along a distinction has been drawn between us and our government, and some
official speakers have gone out of their way to remind student audiences that some
missionaries have rendered valuable service to China. However, in view of the stepping
up of the campaign in the last month and including therein "cultural imperialism,"
which calls into question the motives of everything that has ever been done for China
by our government and people, one wonders how long "personalities" can be exempted
from the agitation. Here on the campus smiles and friendly greetings are still in
order, I am glad to say.

The assurance of your remembrance of us is a source of comfort and strength and
will brighten our Christmastide. We send you our earnest good wishes for the holiday
season and the new year.

Very sincerely yours,
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1950 CHRISTIIAS EiL AT Y.NCHING UNIVERSITY, TEETNG, CHINA

FELLO /=" /ORKURS FLLLOWSHIP - December 18

This group meets weekly for prayer in the homes of faculty members. It
consists of dormitory matrons, caipus watchmen, power-house vorkers, teachers of all
grades and office employees. Once a month each fanily brings food for its own needs
and shares the food on a common table. On Monday, December 18, this group met for
the common meal,. ibout 4O were present.  The worship consisted entirely of appro-
. priate Scripture passages, hymns and recorded music of the season.

DuILY CHAPEL - December 19-23
This period was augmented to a half hour, from 7:20 to 7:50 A.di. Special
readings, music and meditations composed these morning worship times.

1I8SSIaH CONCERTS
The University Chorus sang Handel's 'liessiah!

1. On Vednesday evening in the Bashford lMemorial Auditorium. Nearly a
thousand people gave quiet and reverent attention tot he unfolding of the inspired
message of the Christ in beautiful music., This concert was the 22nd aanual affair
for the Yenching campus.

2c On Friday evening in the large Congregational Church in the city. A
thousand people crowded into this sanctuary, stood and sat in the aisles even and
listened with rapt attention (even though sung in linglish) to this music now becane
familiar to so many people of the city through the annual presentations.

CHANTERS FELLOWSIIP
This group of 30 sang:

1. In the regular Sunday i Service of loorship on December 24 two selec—
tions from the 'fessiah" besides other music. The service was well attended and
the sermon was on "The Prince of eace't,

2c In the annual Candlelight Service on Christmas ive. The chapel was
completely full (about 200 people) and the service consisted of 10 special selections
from ten different cultures, hymns and Scripture readings. The artistically and
beautifully decorated chapel, the moving music and the solemn dignity of the quiet
hour of twilight illuminated with the soft rays of candles shedding pale light and
casting mystical shadows all seemed to bring the presence of the 'new-born King" so
near to our hearts.

3¢ In a special service of worship in the National Tsinghua University
only a mile from our campus. liere one of our Schiool of Religion graduates is heroi-
cally keeping the light of the Christ gleaming in a manifestly materialistic environ-
ment. Out of some 3000 students less than 1% are Christians. lie sang to a group of
120 liore would have come had there not been two other important meetings simul-
taneously conflicting.

4e In the Chinese Independent Church in leking, one of the few truly self-
supporting churches in the area. They represent the rank and file of Christians of
our time and are most enthusiastic about the special music which the Chanters have
given to them.

CHILDRIN'S PARTIES

1. For tle combined Sunday Schools operated by the Fellowship (one on the
campus and one in the Social Service Center off campus) Carols, stories, plays,
gifts and exhibit of the work of the children comprised the program. 140 present
(90 children).

2, The annual party inaugurated by President 3tuart twenty years ago as a
personal expression of his fondness for them and open to all the campus children
from 4 to 6 years old. 200 children were present on Christmas Day. Santa Claus
came in a decorated don'tey cart, distributed gifts and dispensed cheer and rejoicing.
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HCLY CUZ:UNION
On Christmas at 7:30 i’ was conducted by Dean Chao, 29 participated.

SiLallL FELLOWSHIR

sach had its own kind of Christmas party. They generally ate together as
a group with special guests mostly from the staff and workmen to share their joy and
good food, liusic, games and worship characterized their parties.

CHRISWIAS PLAY

Written by one of our own members, directed and staged also by them on the
subject of "The Lost Sheep" was presented on Christmas afternoon for the whole com-
munity - 150 were present. Preceding the play there was a period of worship and a
song by the "fellow-workers fellowship'.

CAROLLING

Over 100 students joined the group that followed the donkey cart on which
was strapped a reed organ which led the procession and the music as the carollers
went through the campus through the village next to the campus and into the residence
compounds. The full moon made any extra light redundant. The villagers and the
residents of the campus generally responded with joy as they heard the happy songs
of the "angel!" choir.

OPEN HOUSE

One of the splendid customs of Yenching is to invite every student to
share in the joy and festivity of the season in an open house for them, This year
this feature was concentrated in the Lin Hu Hsuan (formerly residence of President
Stuart) from 10 to 12 A Christmas Day. Illany hundreds (570) students of all kinds
and classes were cheered by the singing of Christmas hymns and carols, the hospi-
tality of the faculty and the welcome they received with tea, cookies, candies to
sweeten the inner man.

Thus the 1950 Christmas season on the Yenching campus and shared by Yench-
ing folk outside -- in the villages and in Peking -- was as widely effective and as
intensely joyous as in any previous yeare
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CHINA LETTER

Yenching University
Peking, China
December 31, 1950

To all our friends and to the nempbers of the Chio Conference:
lew Year Greetings from Feking (via the kindness of the Board of ilissions)

Je face the new dey with courage and with faith, hope arnd love. Cur
Christmas celebrations here were as fine as in any fomer year and in addition hed
an c:bra tinge of joy. we are sure that your prayers have been peculiarly answered
and that God's glory has been revealed.

Cur plans for the coming year are not yet formulated., It is likely that
we may be retuming within the next few months or weeks. e have no definite sail-
ing date and no permit to leave this city. Hov ever, some things are being packed
so that when the time comes we will be prepared.

(ur colleagues have been ard are so wonderful in their determination to
be as Christlike as they can that it behooves us to stay by as long as it is pros-
sible. Our main reason for leaving will be that of proper education for our son
Ben who will soon be 16 and who needs what cannot be secured here. In all these
things we will follow Cod's leading and not our own desires. Pray that all will be
made clear.

Sufiice it to say that a month ago we all weondered if we could have any
Christmas at all. In spite of these doubts we went forward with our plans and now
reap the joy of our labors.

With affectionate greetings to you, everyone,

Sincerely,

Azt

Bliss lHant

Requests for additional copies and notification of change of address should always
mention the name of the missionary and be sent to Mr. William W. Reid,
Board of Missions and Church Extension, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, New York.




Grace Boynton

Kobe College
Okedayama
Nishinomiye, Japen
Januvery 2, 1961

Dear Friendss:

T+ is hard for me to remember when it was that I last wrote & general letter,
but I suppnse it was sometime in the summer of 1949 when I still felt that I belonged
in my village house in China, where I had the habit of writing letters in the parden
face to face with the Western Hills, Since then we have been experienocing a change
in global atmosphere; the glass has been falling, and the end is not yets In the
welter of the world predicament, my own roots have been torn out of China, and I
find myself in this college for girls in Japan, where I shall do my best to get my-
self planted end in time, to grow again,

Itm afraid this letter cannot be very interesting as it can only recount a
good deal of moving about in space, It will supply the barest facts of my shift from
the community where I spent thirty years, to another American Board institution which
I have known, and loved, too, ever since I first vislted it on my way out to Chine
in 1919, But if I can’t be interesting, I cen be brief, So here are the facts which
moke the link between what I have always done before and what I am going to do now,

T shall always remember my last semester at Yenching as a time which brought my
greatest rewards and satisfections, both as a teacher and as & missionary, I was
offering some new courses made possible by & Wellesley-Yenching gift of new booksS.ss
and T found the work had been chosen by students of very great meturity and ability.
We were dealing with the field of literature in the Twentieth Century, and the avid
interest which was shown, the brilliant work which was done, the unfalling response
to my efforts, come back to me now as & privilege I am not likely to have again,
There was also & spiritual hunger and quest among these gifted young Chine se which
wes open to me more freely then ever before, One boy came with the ory "The truth
has caught me," All this stands out more and more clearly as I go back to it now,

But in December of 1949 I began to suffer from en eye infection which proved
very obstinate, In February, when I started for the States, my vision was already
restricted, and matters grew worse on the journey so that when my ship docked in
San Francisco, I had to be lead down the gangway to the pler where two Yenching
friends providentially met me and took care of me,

It was July of 1950 before I was in condition for work, but I enjoyed myself
very thoroughly in weys which did not require the expenditure of eyesight necessary
in studying and teaching, When I began, in midsummer, to make arrangements for my
return to Yenching, I was very proud that I had a re-entry permit from the Peoplet!s
Government, since even as early as that very few Americans were being allowed to
enter North China, However, I was aware that political developments might becoms
even more unfavorable, and I agreed to offer my services to Kobe College if it
proved impossible to return to Yenching,

Obstacles in transportation were continuous from the first attempts to get
booking, and I soon became anxious for fear I might not get back to my classes for
the autumn semester, Chancellor Luh decided that it would be satisfactory if I
returned for the spring semester of 1951, and I finally got a sailing for Ootober
from San Francisco for Tientsin, In the meantime the conflict in Korea had straine
rolations between Americe end Red China, The Board exchanged radiograms with our
Mission in Peking, just before I sailed, to meke sure that it was still possible fo
me ‘to reach my destination,
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T sailedeessafter three postponements.,..on the 6th of November, going by way
of Manila, In that port, I learned that my ship must cancel her call at my North
Chine point of entry, Ta Ku Bar, In Hongkong I learned that while I was on the
Pacific anti-American sentiment in Peking had cancelled my re-entry permit, There
was no possibility of my return to Yenching,

T now have reason to believe that there is little likelihood I shall ever see
the University again,

On December 15, I landed in Kobe and was weloomed to the College just as the
Christmas vacation began, I have not yet met my Japanese colleagues or my Japanese
students, and it will be after the middle of this month before I do so, I have come
to a very beautiful place. (I have always called this The College Among The Pines
ever since I first saw it on this site seventeen years ago when it was moved from
the original plent in Kobe proper,) I have old friends here, And I am not without
faith in the goodness and wisdom of God, in times when the dislocation of one small
existence is lost in the prospects of global war which meke men?s hearts fail them
for fear, But just now, I am so conscious of the wrench in my own mind and spirld
that I would rather not write any more,

Very sincerely yours,

Grace M, Boynton

This letter was distributed by the Missions Council, 14 Beacon Street, Boston 8,
J~ssachusetts, Notification of change of address should also mention Miss Boynton?’:
1816 o
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PROPOSED NATIONALIZATION OF YENCHING UNIVERSITY

(The following letter, dated January 4, was written by Prof., Ralph
Lapwood and addressed to the Rev. Noel Slater, Dr, Lapwood, a British
member of the Yenching staff, is couwparatively sympathetic with recent
trends in North China but is a very solid sort of person. In this
letter he is apparently trying to interpret the feeling on the campus
accurately, though his own gsympathy 1s obvious. He reports that Dr.
Wiant is writing this office; so we may expect a sccond renort soon;
VPE

T am writing this letter to you after a talk with Dr. Lu, and will send
it of f to you after he has seen it and given his approval. I am sending
it immediately, although some of its matter is uncertain or inclusive,
as we desire you to have the earliest possible information from us.

As you will have shared the anxiety caused by the cutting off of funds
from America, you will be keen to know what is to happen next.

American Government action The policy of the New York Office has been
to continue full support to Yenching. This year's budget was approved
and funds have been made available. The University on its side has
been willing to continue to receive financial support from American
friends, in spite of the increasing hostility between governments, and
Yenching's position was understood by the !linistry of Education. There
was no intention at this end of breaking this arrangement, and it was
hoped that it would continue except in the event of declared war, The
American government action in freezing all funds destined for China,
and putting en embargo on exports destined for China, abruptly ended
this arrangement.

Yenching consequences and reactiong Yenching was immediately left in a
serious position, as although we had requested the transfer to us of con-
siderable funds for use in an emergency, the funds had not come through
from New York. Our administration made wmany efforts to find some way
around the freezing of funds, and so, we belleve, did the New York Office,
but without success. Three weeks have elapsed and there is no sign so
far of the freeing of funds. A week apo we began to discuss seriously
the guestion of dependence on the Chinese Government for financial sup-
port. At the same time there arose considerable spontaneous anger at

the hostile action of the American Government,.

Chinese Government Action Meanwhile the Chinese Government had been
considering the situation, and last weekend published a statement on
policy with regard to American assets of all kind in China. Detalils were
left for later regulation, but the main line of action was quite clear=-
stern retel iatory action, and determination to extend full support to

all those orgenisations which were suddenly threatened with hunger and
collapse by American government action. This government policy state-
ment evoked immediate patriotic approval throughout China. People were
proud that the Chinese CGovernment had refused to be browheaten by the
American Government. Organisations through out the country stated their
comple te support for Chinese government policy. People felt that here
the New China was showing its competence and national consciousness and
confidence. After this government action it appeared that many orgenisa-
tions would refuse to accept American funds even if they became availlable
It was felt that China was standing on her own feet at last,
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Xenching choice Our administration was in continuous touch with the
Ministry of dducation, and now took up in more definite form the problem
of Yenching's need of government finance and the consequent relationship.
The Ministry offered two alternatives: (a) to accept Yenching as a
National University, undertaking financial responsiblity on the same basis
os for say Tsinghua, and (b) to provide funds to enable Yenching to con=-
tinue on the present basis, remalning a private Univer51ty. While it 1s
obvious thrt from the Ministry's point of view \a) is preferable it was
made clear that the choice could be made by Yenching itself. In either
event the funds provided would be roughly equal to those which had been
expected from American sources, and there would be no immediate change
in treatment or organisation, nor any change at all without the willing
cooperation of Yenching faculty and staff.

Yenching's decision to become a National University Yesterday afternoon
Dr. Lu called an Extra-ordinary Meeting of the University Council, aug-
mented by all Dept. Chairmen, to discuss the choice offered by the
Ministry. There he clearly outlined the alternatives, and the possible
consequences of either choice. He emphasised that colleagues had nothing
to fear either way, and that the decision should he made on general
princirles, not on details.

It soon became clear that there was a large majority in favour of be-
coming a Nationdl University, and without mich delay, In fact, though
many took part in the discussion, no one strongly supported being a
private University, and many strongly supported becoming a National
University. The reasons may be set out under the headings Immediate and
Long term; the latter set being of more decisive importance,

Immediatet a decision to become National shows clear unequivocal
baclking for Government policy, whereas a decision to remain Private
might be interpreted as lukewarm support; patriotic enthusiasm urges a
demonstration of the Chinese Government's full ability to run adequately
any organisation which previously depended on American aid; to become
Nationel gives many immediate advantages, and a security which a private
institution could not expect; to be invited to become National is an
honour which will be extended to very few of the present private Univers-
ities; students and faculty mambers will have ecqual opportunities with
those of other National universities, especially Tsinghua; the College
of Public Affairs, for the placing of students, facilities in research,
ctc., strongly desires close relationship with the government,

Long term: China 1s developing a socialist economy, and Yenching
people believe in it. Originally they supposed that their turn would
come late, but seeing that events now provide the chance for a step in
that direction, Yenching should take it by beconing an organ belonging
to the Chinese people; Yenching by becoming National will have a rightful
place in national planning; as China becomc a modern nation it should
not depend on American charity, even though offered in sincere goodwill;
we see from other countries that religious foundations which remained
private usually remainecd small and tended to become insignificant, but
that religious foundations which after a time broacdened their base and
become publicly owned ancé financed Universities thereby gained the chance
to develope high academic standards and a great social contribution.

Other Consgiderations There are several other important considerations
which have been in the minds of our Chinese leaders, and have been taken
up in discussion with Ministry representatives by Dr. Lu. Some of them
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are listed heret
Sister institutions in China: It was realised that Yenching's

becoming National may create difficulties for other Christian Colleges,
or for the government in dealing with them.

Yenching's §%ecial characteristicg? Ministry representatives have
pointed out that National universities are not expected to be cast in

one mould, and have urged that Yenching retain and develope its own
special features - high standard English teaching and attainment, strong
usic department, Harvard-Yenching Institute for research into Chinese
culture, Women's College, beautiful well-kept campus, e tc.

School of Religiont The Ministry has offered to include the School
of Religion as part of a National University. This fits with its United
Front policy. It is likely, however, that the School of Religion will
becomne a private institution, linked closely with the Chinese Church
rather than with the government. It may get temporary financial help
from the government.

Western faculty members: The number of western members of the
Yenching faculty is now much diminished, there being at present on the
campus 18 westerners, counting a Russian couple, and also wives, who at
most teach only part time. All who wish to remain are welcome to do so,
and if necessary theirsupport will be undertaken by the University
directly. The continued service of Mr. Dean, of the Mechanical Engineer
ing Dept., has been especially requested, in spite of the fact that he
is an American. Dr. Lu considers that westerners who are invited by
the University may continue to be supported by Missionary societies
even after the University is nationalised.

Friends of Yenching Abroad: In modern China a very clear distincte
fjonis drawn between the government of a country such as America or
Britian, and the people of that country. Hostility between governments
should not lead to hostility between the common people of the two
countries. Yenching faculty and students have shown great courtesy and
friendship to western faculty members no matter how tense the interna-
tional situation. They feel the same friendship towsrds friends in
England and America, and desire those friends to understand that present
actions in no way imply lack of gratitude for generous aid freely given
in the past.

Relationship to the C.C.U.A. We hope that the friends of Yenching who
have helped us through the C.C.U.A. will continue to do so. In particula
we hope that the support of a chair in the Department of Mathematics will
be continued. We believe that gifts from the C.C.U.A. will still be
welcomed as a witness to international friendship after Yenching becomes
a National University,

My own view: May I add a few sentences about my own reactions to these
momentous events in our Yenching history. I look on Yenching 's lovely
campus and fine tradition as a gift made by Christians of other countriec
to Chinese friends. Theilr control has gradually ‘evolved out of the hanc
of missionary representatives of the donors, until how the gift becomes
in fact an unconditional asset placed in Chinese hands. The decision

as to what they do with it should be theirs entirely. If they choose

to place it at the service of their country, a foundationstone in the




building of the new socialist China, for my part I applaud that decision.
I think it will ensure the greatest future usefulness of this gift.
The Christian meaning of the institution cannot be preserved anyway by
organisational arrangements, it will be as at Oxford or Cambridge
determined in fact by the quality of the lives of the Christian faculty
members and students. Ags for our tradition of international friendship
and cooperation, I believe we can still preserve it if we work hard
with faith. When we emerge into a saner world new possibilities of
equal cooperation will replace the earlier one-sided giving, and
Yenciiing will have a great part to play. Necy and I hope that we may
be able to be here then, and we certainly intend to stay with the
National Yenching University as long as it wants us here.
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Some of the criticisms of tho imperialism shown in educational and medical
work seems o me a natural concomitant of & rapidly developing conseglous nationalism
and personal independence, and to need understanding sympathy, vather than pained
resentment on our part, and all friends of China can only rejoice that responsiblli-
ties of all kinds ave being taken up e0 magniflcently by younger and older people
in all parts of the country. My own interest and knowledge connects mainly with
the young people's Christian fellowships or with such Christian conmunal experi-
monts as the Jesus Homes, but the changs in the lives of soms quite humble women of
my acquaintance now beginning to take responsibility in the new “Women's Associa-
tions,” or the new end eteady efficiency of vallroad workers, and electricisns (to
mention the groups with whom I have been in contact this past week) is very im-
prespive.

The Lapwoods and I, having survived the past weeks, seem sst for a spell of
furtber service here, but do not attempt to lay eny plane for more than a few woeks
apead. Miss Sutherland of the C.1.M. and Willlam Gllkey of the American Methodist
Missicn are also staying on for the pressent. Sam Dean bas the honor of belng
speclally requesnted by the Ministry to continue hle work and bis wife is betier
in health and stays on too. We hops very much for thely sakes that exlt permliis
will be released poon for the Wiants and Wolfevzes. It must bave been very hard
for them to watch the Swifte leaving last week end for Turkey without any trouble.

In most ways life goes on very normally. This week spring has come with the
startling suddenwisd and breath-taking beauty which must have been part of the
yearly rhytbm since the time of Confucius. The great gatos still tower over the
city wall, though traffic is deflected into open paseageways on ench side; the
Yenching bus still leaves every morning abt 8:00 for Peking; classes still meet in
the same rooms in which they met when I first cawme hers 20 years ago; and yebt we
are living in an almost wholly new world. Changes in mental oullook have beemn
extremely rapid even since last summpey, end the pace quickens. I wish I could
share with you something of the exhllaration which goes alongslde the very real
ptrains and tensions of this vevolutionary living. Even the usuvwally sympatbetic
and to my way of thinking very sound articles in the New Statesman do not seem to
catch this es well as some of the moderxn Russian short story wreiters, who do it

e A

much better than official propouncements or even descripbtive articles.

Please go on writing to us. Letters come Through with surprising epeed Trom
both England and Americe and are always most welcome, all the move so now that
the West seemn fading into such dim distance. Avoid political comments of any
kind; but go on writing.

Lucy M. Bartt,

Bits from & personal letieyr from Lucy Burtt to Alice Boring

"The rubber hot-water bottle washers, halynets and seeds all ceme through
safely and with great spsed.

"Phen about News Reports: 1 am rather glad they can't come, as 1t would be
very undesirable for them to be received and I think unuecessery. The higher folk
are very well-informed and I believe we can etill see the fuller news reporte if
we have time to read them.

It ie & good idea to send all your letters through me, and do not be surprised
1f you do nmot hear very often from your friends bere, I should advise not trying
to send any printed matter uvless you are definitely asked to do so. Also there
18 po possible chance of trameferring money here as gifte. They would not be ac-
cepted. The delay in sending the university emergency funds for which we had cabled




made the transfer of the vniversity to the government eeem essentizl, but I think

1t would probably hsve happened anyway, as the feeling agalnst recelving any kind
of support from the West im very strong. Do you ever see the New Statesman? Kitking
Lel says rightly enough that its philosophical background is not Marxien, but she
pdmits that ite descriptive srticles ere good and they certalnly put more clearly
than any other westexrn paper 1 have seen, the point of view of educated Chinese on
American aggression in crossing the 3Hth parallel,”




Grace Boynton

IKobe College
Okadayama
Nishinomilye, Japan
Appdld 1, 1961

Dear Friends,

My last letter, written after I reached Japan, necessarily betrayed the sag
of the spirit which resulted from my disappointment over being unable to return
to Chine; and the resulting wrench of dislocation in 1life and work, Some of you
gent me most helpful messages which touched me very deeply, and which did me good.
Now I must try to write more cheerfully and retrieve the impression of being a
backward looker§ It is the present and the future which concern me, and you and
all of us who care for the coming of the Kingdom in this suffering world,

My present is the full glory of cherry blossum season on our college hill top
with azalea spraying color through the wavines which are deeply wooded ond provide
the easy paths leading to us., Along the r»oads and in the quadrangle of this per
fectly planmned institution are other flowering tree and shrubse~the quince end mage
nolia and plwy, so that I have no need to journey to Kyoto or any other famous spot
to see the loveliness of spring in Japan, We have Jjust passed through the Lenten
dayss Good Friday service was in our Searle Memorial Chapel, On Easter Sunday I
went to church in a village at the foot of our "mountain" where our Kote College
president serves as pastor although one would think he had burdens enough in his
administrative responsibilities. His passion is preaching, and he has a "gift" as
I could understand from the faces of his listeners, although Japanese is not one
of my accomplishments,

I found the church a very Japanese affalr with a raek at the entrance for the
street shoes of the congregation, I had been warned of this and had warm wool socks
in my pooket to use on the clean smooth floors of the interior, but as I mada the
change, I reflected that one item of training for life in Japan should be the abile
ity to stand on one foot while shifting gear! Of course the Japanese can just step
out of their wooden clogs and step into their straw slippers with perfeet ease and
grace, but the process is more complicated for us from the westi However, I soon
forgot my struggles in the service which followed, in a crowded ¢hurch, I saw all
types of people there;e.more men than women, more young than old, a pretty even
division of well dressed and shabby, of modern and traditional garb, Children were
provided for elsewhere so there werceno very little ones at the service which includ-
ed the sermon and then The Lord!s Supper, There was deep devotion in that Easter
morning gathering of Japanese Christians., The worshipper next to me was a young
man, o oprobably a student;cepoorly dressed and very thins..and he was completely
absorbed, I wondered what hardships and what experience of God lay behind his rgpt
attention to things unseen,

And speaking of hardships, the sight which has moved me most in Japen is the
appearance on the streets of soldiers maimed in the war, Thelrs is the most dig-
nified begging I have ever seen, They wear coarse white mourning olothes and stand
or kneel beside a big white box prepared to receive contributions to their needs.
They keep their heads down and when something is put in the box they bow deeply
and muwemur thenks, I look at them and remember their arrcgence and cruelty in

China, and somehow this makes their present plight more pitiful,

I em waiting now for tho new academis year to start on April 16, Then I shall
undertake e full schedule and perhaps come to know some of the Japanese girls I
have oome to serve, And when I have that privilege you will be hearing from me
again,

Faithfully yours,

Ay ) . —7f-“
f’/“’{,a/(,c;.x . [f’ 5”‘/‘)4 SIS
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CHINA LETTER

.

Yenching University
feking, China
April 1, 1951

Dear friends far and vide, iucluding the Brethren of the Ohio Conference:

Little did we think, wvhen we wrote our Christmas report, that we would
still be here to write an Laster report. But such are the unpredictable uncertain-
ties of our present life. Iven now we have no way of knowing when our application
for exit may be approved. Ile live in peace and tranquillity from day to day rcaliz-
ing that sciehow "God moves in a mystericus way His wonders to perform'. Tie are
definitely in His hands consequently nothing can go astray or amiss.

Cur Laster celebration was normal in every vey. On llaundy Thursday before
Laster the chapel was full to attend the anniversary of the Last Supper. Nine of
the leaders of the "Jesus Iawily" led the service. This group of Christians reprc-
sent a 'denomination" which is entirely indigencus and self-supporting, humble folk
who live very close to the comion people for they themselves are poor and they work
hard every day to provide their own living. The original "family" began thirty
years ago. llocw it has expanded so that there are 500 good, sincere Christians in
it, those who have given up all their property to live together in Christian love.
Scattered all over China are over 10C smaller units of this movement. Their tlieo-
logy is very simple. ihen they worship they allow their emotions to Tully control
them so they "spealt in tongues,"they weep and leugh,etc. You can well imagine that
this celebration of the Last Supper was cuite unusual for a staid university com-
munity. It was a unique experience for most of us and will not be forgotten and we
hcpe not duplicatedd

On Good Friday the three-hour service from noon to 3 P.M. was impressive
and full of controlled emotion. That evening the Chanters sang in Chinese the
0rucifixion" by Stainer. The chapel was completely full, The direetor was onre of
our students who has recently graduated. TFor the first time we had the Joy of
sitting in the audience and worshipping from the pews.

<aster Day was a gorgeous spring expression of our heautiful cempus sur-
roundings. st 6 AcMe over 100 gathered on a lmoll and sang praises to the God of
the new life in Christ as the sun opreared over the liorizon. A cowaunion service
led by ritual-loving Aunglicans was then held in the open and wee narticipated in by

Requests for additional copies and notification of change of address should always
mention the name of the missionary and be sent to Mr. William W. Reid,
Board of Missions and Church Extension, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, New York.
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Yenching University
feking, China
April 1, 1951

Dear friends far and wide, including the Brethren of the Ohio Conference:

Little did we think, when we wrote our Christmas report, that we would
still be here to write an DLaster report. But such are the unpredictable unceirtain-
ties of our present life. ILven now we have no way of knowing when our application
for exit may be approved. ile live in peace end tranquillity from day to day rcaliz-
ing that somehow "God moves in a mystericus way His wonders to perfom!. Ile are
definitely in His hands consequently nothing can go astray or amiss.

Cur Laster celebration was normal in every vey. On liaundy Thursdey before
Daster the chapel was full to attend the anmniversary of the Last 3upper. WNine of
the leaders of the "Jesus Tawily" led the service. This group of Christians repre-
sent a "denomination'" which is entirely indigenocus and self-supporting, humble folk
who live very close to the comion people for they themselves are poor and they work
hard every day to provide their owm living. The original "family" began thirty
years ago. llew it has expanded so that there are 500 good, siincere Christians in
it, those who have given up all their property to live together in Christian lcve.
Scattered all over China are over 100 smaller units of this movement. Their tlieo-
logy is very simple. ihen they worship they allow their emotions to fully control
them so they "spealt in tongues,'they weep and leugh,etc. You can well imagine that
this celebration of the Last Supper was cuite unusual for a staid university com-
munity. It was a unique experience for most of us and will not be forgotten and we
hepe not duplicatedd

On Good Fridey the three-hour service from noon to 3 P.M. was impressive
and full of controlled emotion. That evening the Chanters sang in Chinese the
ICrucifixion" by Stainer. The chapel was completely full. The director was one of
our students who has recently graduated. For the first time we had the joy of
citting in the audience and worshipping from the pews.

Jaster Day was a gorgeous spring expression of our heautiful cempus sur-
roundings. uat 6 A M. cver 100 gathered on a linoll and sang praises to the God of
the new life in Christ as the sun apreared over the liorizon. A communion service
led by ritual-loving inglicans was then lhield in the open and was narticipated in by

Requests for additional copies and notification of change of address should always
mention the name of the missionary and be sent to Mr., William W. Reid,
Board of Missions and Church Extension, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, New York.
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all present. This was followed by a comion beeakfast in the courtyard of one of the
feemlty. The menu consisted of bean-curd millk, an egg and two sesame buns. Our
Gaster joy was so genuine and so overflowinge.

At 10:30, 200 gathered for the usual out-of-doors worship on a spot we
have not heretofore used. Several hundred years ago a Buddhist Temple was built
along the side of the centrally-located lake. It was called the "Temple of the Res-
plendent Spirit" and the spot still has that name. The building was demolished in
1856 by British and TI'rench troops. All that remains is the level plot of ground
about 15 feet above the lake. This is the first time an Iaster service has ever
been held oh that ground. Our praises to the "Resplendent Spirit of the Risen
Cprist" mingled with the ghost chants of the past that LDaster morning. A girl stn-
dent and a tiny girl. babe were baptized. It was a glorious time,

Lis we sat worshipping jin the midst of the resurrecting life of spring all

about us our hearts were moved by the presence in our lives of the ever-living
Christe A comiunity picnic followed the service. That evening, in the Asbury
llethodist Church in the city, eager listeners filled the large sanctuary to hear

the "Crucifixion! sung by 135 youth from the seven combined choirs of Peking. It
vas a truly momentous occasion for it proved that Chinese leadership (our same
student) is quite adequate. Such demonstrations ;ive a new sense of verve to the
new movement ncw sweeping China for the realization of self-controlled, self-
sustained and self-nropogating Chiristianity. This young 1ian hacd never before dirsc-
ted such a concert. le was deserving of all the congratulations which he recceived.

Je are Tortunate to be in China today to exnerience the change from the
paternalistically-dominated Christianity to this entirely indigenous expression of
the new life. The dream of the first missionaries is being realized. However, this
transformation has been so suddenly forced upon the church that, in many instances,
there will be tremendous hardships. The “Jesus Family" is now being studied by
many groups inasmuch as it has already opened up new naths. Living standards must,
in many cases, be drastically reduced. The govermment has pranised to subsidize
hospitals and schools, but churches and scminaries declare their intention tec stand
entirely on their owm feet. The "salt of the earth!" and the "light of the vorld"
nmust becane flesh and blood. It is e wonderful challenge! (n cur own campus the
Christian Fellowship is plamiing its own support from the Jundey chapel offerings
and from gifts from the nine small fellowshin groups which neet weeklye.

The School of Religion is planning to canvass ites friends with the help
of the alumni, Also it is now planting hundreds of fruit trees on a plot of land
near Hinde Hall which Luu been designated for its usec lans to raise a variety of
ovher things to sell and thus provide for vital necessities are being carefully
laid¢ o decubt these plans will succeed although a real struggle is in prospect.
There are few faint hearts,

Christisens all over the land face challenges and difficulties bhoth within
and vithout. They deserve your earnest and continuous intercessory prayers. Thus
can we all meet "around one comion mercy seat'". The hardships and the joys of the
first century Christians are being reenacted. A new life is beingz created which
will be able to carry the spirit of the resurrected Lord into the future. For this
we should all give heartv thanks.

e hope to see you all within not toc many days or weeks or months. We
have learned not to worry about things which are entirely out of our control and to
ask for guidance for those things which we can control. It is fine discipline for
anyone.

With sincere affection,

L ey , Zk’ e )
Ny, PP red apd. Bhene (i

Bliss Wiaant
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Lanwood Letters No,51-B=2
Yenching Univ, Aug,.30, 1951

Desr friends:=-

The buildings on the campus pO ubd at great sveed. The
pirls! dining hell is already floored and plestered inside end only
nov lacks such things 28 vindov-frames,psnes, end doors. The roof is
of vinkish tiles,western-style, vhich seems & pity,when it next to
21) the erey-tiled Chinese roofs of the girls' dormitories, but it
seems that the building of = real Chinese foof needs not only stronger
beams and roof foundation, but @1so much stronger walls, Thus the
cost would be prohibitive et the present time: Fortunstely most of
the surrounding trees heve been lef intact,sopas the building is on=-
1y one story high it will not be too much of 2 cohtegt to its surr-
oundingse. :

Recently I have felt & new chellense to learn more of vhet
is heppening in China now,especially in the soreas of lLend Reform,
women's work and liberation &nd education in vhich 1 am nerticulerly
interested., And also & challenre to the more jnitistive in telkinge.
vriting, and examining oritieally those &sspects of 1ife in nresent-
day China which T hed left almost entirely to Relnh, e have been
takine the magazine npeonles China" since its incention at the beginn-
ing of 1950. 1 had read bits and pieces but at the beginning I hed tend-
ed to a rather scentical attitude to the sccounts of sreet procress in
the economic,cultural and social 1ife of the country, In Febru.ry 1950,
for instence,we hsd just suffered from & sneétsculsr rise in nrices over
the Chinese New Year,the second of its kind since I srrived beeck in Chine
in the suimer of 1949, so 1 was not much impressed by an ertiecle vhich
anpeared thet month describine the reasons for this inflation, end
promisine that within two years gt most., the infletionery tendeney vould
have entirely benished from the economie life of the ecountry, end thet
s stable currency would be esteblished, As a metter of fact, there wes
no further vperiod of sherply rising ~rices, and though the index hes
nov risen slightly from time to time, and dronned neriodicelly due to
fluctuations in local conditions of to the government voliey in pllove
ing certain commodities to rise in ordee to lighten the load of some
section of the community which could not make ends meet, or to even
un pricesall over the country in order to nrevent sveculation &nd un-
necessar. traensnortation of coods from place to nlece, it e&n now be
clearly seen that Chins has & stable monetary gituation for the first
time in meny years, oS0 Nov T em reresding those old conieg of the mre=~
azines,pickineg out the spticles on the subjects in which I em most in-
terested, but also reading msiy others vhich I d@id not even look et be-
fore. ,Jt is essy to 56€ Nnow that those acecounts, thoush nossibly select=
tfe 2nd slanted, are pbesicelly ccocureste end factually correct., The re-
ports of our friends who have been rrevelling widely through Chin#s in
recent months also bear out this fact,

Durines prhcent months the magazine has mublished & series of
stories dealinge witn 1ané reform &nd its results in & certein =area, The
stories are most moving in their detsid snd give one & muech clesrer nict-
ure of the burdens suffered by the neasants under the gpelongs feudrl
system, and their elmost incredulous joy when they found thet for the
first time in their 1ives they vere to n0SsesS lend of their ovn, Such
stories sre echoed and re-echoed in the firsthend renorts of lend re-
form vork brought beeck by those who hove rone to witness or teke ~rrt
in the sctuel vo;k. Txpefts,both Chinese and western,hsve lons stressed
the nged f%{ifunoamental sprorian reform, but few,if any, hed enviseced

such revo onary changes in the course of tvo short years. In most




avess it hes been snectaculsrly successful, the government vorkers
heving learned meny lessons during the eerlier lend-division and re-dis~
tribution of ~ronerty in the " Early Iibereted Areas", The covernment he -«
a1so been very wise in sending so meny nrofessors,doctors and other in-
tellectusls to participate in the land-reform work,for it has brousht
them very close to the ordinary folk of the countryvside sand given them #
first-hand experience of the revolution in eection. It hes bhroken dovn
the barrier between the intellectusl and the peesant with mutusl nenefit.
Many who were merely intellectuslly &nd ascademically interested in lend-
reform snd the socialization of their country are now passionstely com-
mitted to the trainine of youne people who are able and willing to ~ut
ssie a11 nersonal nrestige and benefit to serve the neonle, in vhetever
nlece or cavacity they are needed,

Other articles in these megazines deal vith the 1iberation
and training of former prostitutes,bepcgars,neplected children esnd 8o on,
The task is tremendous, but results are slresdy evident, even to the
most casual observer. Begrers still tend to pester one in the inner cor-
ridors of the Tung An Shih Chang, ®xEm though even they are cetting 1ess
than formerly, but none at =11 are to be seen on the streets or in the
elleyways of the eity. Any one who hes ever been in Peking in the nest
knows that 88 somethine to vwrite home about! As one would exnect,thece
folk are difficult to educete and trein in vroductive sctivities, but
eradually they are being won over by vetient persuasion, hy the exsmnle
of those less dyed-in-the-wool beggpars, who heve immedistely sgresned the
advantace of regular,cainful emnloyment, snd by the penerel etmosnhere
of hone =nd achievement vhich graduaslly penetrate evern their herdened
exteriors. Meany former begpars are being emnloyed in digrine of ditches
for the new drains,the clearing of water courses and canels end the re-
pairine of roads. With 211 the builédng &and construction work eoine on
211 over the country there is plenty of need for unskilled 1lsbtor,

Our latest cony of the magazine conteins,among other thines,

a deserintion of the wiping out of locusts in an area south of Tientsin
by the use of planes spreying insectdcides combining with the loeal
neagsantry amred with spades and stevesj;snd slso & very interesting sce~-
ount of the successful fulfilment of the first stare of the temins of
the Hwai River area vhere floods have been an annuel oceurence for meny
years end vhere last year E¥FRNSANTEKXEXEN tremendous hevoe wes vrou ht
with & ereat ‘loss of life and property. Three million men herve "een en=
paged in this work, the bulk og them pessants from this aree, menv of
vhom lost everything but their lives in 1lrst year's flood,

But a@ll those tremendous achi-vements sound too #ood to e
true. Are there no fsilures or set-backs,no mistskes ? Of course there
are, and the daily papers carry quite & numver of articles recently crit-
ieizine the esrrving out of various encineering and building »rojects,
Sometimes buildinss end factories have been rushed un without eereful
study of the land on which they were built,with the result thet foundet-
ions have shifted or sunk,casusing grest damage to vells end roofs rnd eco -
seouent loss of time &nd money in revesirs or even re-buildins, In asnother
case,fifty meters of drain became clogeced u» with silt es soon es it wes
121d because of faulty assessment of levels etc, So now sne@isl comm-
ittees sre workine on the checking of all construction work to ensure
more effieieney in the future. Some mountain regions have been critie-
ized for their lack of care in the vpreservation of forests. Re-affor-
estation is an urgent need in Chins for the nrevention of erosion,the
silting up ofrivers causing floods end the runnine off of water needed
for irrieation. <*or centurkes the peasants have cut dovn brees,lonned
off branches, and scratched upn every bit of undergrowth in order to »rd-

X em v with mueh-needed fuel,so not only must nev treest be
P16t ERCMBRLVERe b Ea HNES HaSE  0e  Caudited in the whole subieect of frr-




est congervation , for their own benefit and that of the nation;

Just & year ago, @ new lMarrisge lLaw was promulgaeted, and recentl
the papers have carried articles dealing with the carrying out of this {aw.
In some country distriets there has been & good deal of onnosttion to the
sections of the lew whieh deal with divorce end the remarrisce of vidows.
Tn the past,a men could divorce his wife with the grestest of eese, but
the vife had no recourse to kHEXBSEEEImmExmfxkie lov whimkxdexk no metter
what erounds for divorce she might have possessed, Now if both nartiesg cprer
to divorce they mey do so,but if only one party wishes it,the cese mey
be broucht to the court which,after hesring sll the evidence for snd ece
ainst,will meke the decision., In the past widows were strietly forbidden
by custom &nd law to remerry,even if they had been "child-brides" whose
hushands hed died before the marrisge was consummeted, MNov vidove are free
to remerry if they wish, There hes been strenuous onnosition to this nev
law, and in one case & group of villagers,led by their headmen,bert to
death a widow who announced her intention to merry. The central court sen-
tenced the headmen to death and other perticipates in the crime to long
terms of imprisonment.(I forgot to say that local courts,whenever & divorce
is brought to them,fd try to bring about a reconcilietion). In some ert-
icles,local government workers hsve been critieized for not dealing with
the omnosition in & positive menner and for not doing enourh educetion of
the villspers in the ressons which lie behind the formine of the new law,

T feel thet these criticel srticles show & heelthy desire on the
nart of the leaders to get to the root of failures or mistekes, and by
publicizine them to heln others to evoid similer mistekes in other sreasg
or situstions. 1t certainly is & refreshing oontrest to the 0ld way in
which every one who could null enough strings or ney & large enough sum,
could hush up inmense freuds end scandals of netionsl signifieence,

This summer there has been & slight enidemic of eneenhelitis, ceses
hevine heen reported from both Tientsin and Fekine, A s this form of tre
disease seems to be carried by one tyne of mescuito, there hes been » vig~
orous drive for mosquitoe exterminaetion throuchout the eity and eountry-
side. Here on the campus there have been large nostere.a hure model of
the kind of mosguito which is suspected o cerry ng the disease vith in-
formation about its hebits, and a concentrated drive to pet nll eteenrnt
vater either trested or eliminated,backyards cleared un,holes in the trunks
of trees nlastered with cement ete, Harlier there vass & prest érive 1o
decrease the fly population, and et lest the villapers ere heginnins to
pet the idea that flies fo really carry dirt and diseese on thelir feet
instead of eating poisonous or dirty ne=rts of the food as ves hoefully
helieved in the past.

Tyver since the university was founded here,there hee reen =
dirty eparbape-filled water course-drain running along the gestern vrll
of the cammrus dovn the middle of one of the chief "streets of Chengfu
$illace, Ablearlier efforts toc ret the villasce elders to Goorer te
in petting the drain cleared up,straiphtened out end dupr deener so thet
it did not ineviteably flood every summer,feiled misersbly, This summer,
for the first time,sokething effective really ves done, The villecers were
forbidden to throw their grrbape into the stream snvmore,the sides of the
water course were strengthened with the stones end rocks vhich either benk
and mode the "roed" 8 wonderful testing ground for skill in bievele rid-
ing,the bottor of the course was dug muen deeper before the summer rains
began to fill it up and & falrly smooth vide rosd was mede on the side
whieh actually flanks our camnus wall, This road is still not metelled
but sshes are constantly strewn on the surface so thet it does not hrecome
a sloppy expanse of mud when it reins, and it is alreedy nrovine 8 rreet
boon to the meny cyelists in this sree, It is true thet thie vesrr wve
hove not hed & heevy rainy season to test the efficieney of the vork thet
nas been dopé, but in any case it is & tremendous imnrovement on the nld
conditions and wg hope each year will seefurther nrorress,

Sedaney ;;1§ letter has teken sz week to write,but at lest hes rot
nlsined, ])O __631) us leagyr fro!- Pu.iJet'bcrg nre Ver\y 1910()1716(3 ’__nd cen c\mp




either direct or through Mr, Vithers Green,Morrison Hasll,Hutton R4,
lonekong ,
ith every good wish
Nenecy

Yenching University, Peking
sept,.8, 1951

Thank vou for vour letter of Aug,26 which céme in vester-
deyv, "e sre grateful to vou for undertasking distribution of our letters
to friends in the OStates. Here is No2 'e were glsd to see yvour list of
neonle to whom it goes,.

If it is of eny use to young Chineze,do not hesitate to
show it to them., If it helons any to decide to return to Chine. ve shall
be veryv nleased, '‘e are not @t 2ll wvorried at the idea of Chinese suth-
orities knowing what we write,for everything is set down from 2 besie
standpoint of sporeciative supvort of the People's Government, and the
mein purpose of the letter is to help veople to know of the construet-
ive work going on snd the hopeful and optmistic attitude of our Chinese
friends here. U'e presume thet our letter® in end out sre all censored,
for this is more or less a war time situation, end the government h=ve
to look out for spies snd smugeglers, We teke care not to discuse any-
thing which might hsve militery significaence, Of course evervone mrkes
mistakes sometimes, and if eanyone deliberately set out to mrke trouble
for us they could no doubt find material, But ve do not think thst vill
hapren - our ideas and oninions are well known to v wide circle »f friends
and relstionshins with »neople around us are good,

Vost scientists who return to Chins are set to vork immrde
iately in their own line, They are given choices end mey teke their time
in choosing a suitable place, As far as 1 have seen the fittine to & job
is well done., An old friend of ours =-Yenching greduste snd nerty member
is mainly respvonsible for that, Peonle having no direct technics’ eontri-
bution usually decide to go to the training courses 2t Ke Ta for s few
months when they first get back to China, #nd I would if I vwere in their
nlace, They eare coming into s society vhich is very different from the
old China, snd from Americe or Englend, bince thev huve determined to
coonerste with the government, it is wise for them to know vhet the gov-
ernment stands for and is egiming at, and undoubtedly thet mesns the Ke Tr
trainine course, From people whom I have met from Xe Te. includine some
old friends, they are not under any kind of comnulsion there: "indoctrinet-
ion" ‘s to be understood in the sense that they desire to lesrn how to
fit into modern China &nd &are helned to do so,rsther then in the sense
that they are mERErXxaRYXkImgxmfxEmmuuiximwmxkkerex submitted villy-nilly
to a course designed to crush their own ideas and renlasce them by stereo=-
typed ones. So I would not only urge scientists to return to Chine ss
soon as possible, but also non-scientists,with the ides that thev voulad
first take the orientation course at Ke Ta and then bhe allotted to r iob
which uses their old training &s much &8 nossible. Meny o0ld friends vho
oce feared that they would have nothing to contribute in the new Chine
find themselves extensively used- for instence Agnes Chen,

CW is just beek from Szechuen where he hasd a2 verv interesting
time indeed,he says, A nevbunch of faculty is off in & veek's time to
join in the lend-reform work , Chou En-lai seys thet he ho»~eg 211 senior
members of university faculties will be able to ret the chence to trke
part in the Iland Refor - Nsncy's letter tells some of the ressons,

The Iuhe ere now using the "iant house,vhieh is not to be




d. Yueh~hua is off to Lhesa, New rooms are beines mede in the
of Bioloey end Chemistry buildings., Th Fneineering huild-
floor) will be quite lerge and solve meny nroblems of hous
end 1lbbs, Its style is very simvle,grey bLrick.

Ralnh
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Denr Mriende,

The origimal plan was thet liancy and I should trke turns in writing the NP,
but as I have just roturned from a vieit to Tientsin, we decided that I take this turn an
roport th?t visit. FPirst a little neve of the family. This semester weancy hae become &
fulletime member of the vestern Language Department,and is teaching two seclont of 2nd~
yoar “ral ®nglish,ond two of jrdeyear. Fortunately there is little marking to be done for

thaese courses,thought preparation of materials keaps her very busy.She 1s enjoying the
work very mach, end I iamgino the students nre enjoying the course too. for from Naney's
accounts, much of the time 1s trlen by her telling them jokes, or their telling jokes to
hor.Many of N ney's stories concern the children or the fomily in general, which explains
why studento hove been surprising me by Pamiliar greetings when I had not an idee who the
were. To me, they were unknown, but to them ,I was o vell=known cheracter in Oral =nglish

Peter 1s setting on well atv school,and keeping well. Joan continucs to win high
marks ot sechool. She brought bock her Report after the first monthly exam, full of 90's,
ond o teacher's comment "excellent at her work, but feels no responeibility for helping
schoolmates; hope you will encourage her to help others ".Susan hag just recovercd from
a fow deys of tummy~trouble, probably due to ner first acquaintance with meet. She looks
very bonny indecd.Stephen le as tough as ever.oouncing around, turning esomersaultes,fight-
ing for himsdlf, pleying jokes with grect gusto, joining in general laughs whether he uh-
derstonds or NeG.

Tho we.ther has cooled off steadily,tempeoratures being ghout normal for this tim
of yenr, in spite of the cool summar which made us fenr an icy winter.The house is now
balow 60 most of the time, Outside the autumn leaves are at their best, ginkos and maples
vory lovely indesd.Naney hes raised finr bede of chrysanthemums,filling both house and gar
den with autusm colors,from brizht red to yellow ond purple. At present thero is no frost
s% night, though at the coldest the tomperature dropped to 33. Je do not want frost too
earlysas the lake is noe neerly empty for the clecring out of old fish and putting in bet
ter varieties. We hope the frosts will elay until 1t ls fall opaine

Now for the Tlentsin trips-A fortright ago, Hou Jenpchih ceme to see us, full of
enthusiasm after his visit 4o the Bxhibitlon of Bxchenpge of Goods between Yown ond Countr
A couple of d~ys later he reported to the whole university.,end people became so interest
edthat it wes decidod to orgenize n mass expedition to glontein so that all students and
faculty “nd workmen could heve the chonce to roe the “xhibition for themselves.A holidey
woe declared from last thursday over the weel~ond. and epecinl troins were chartered %o
take the group from the Tsinghua Stetion nerr here nonstop to Tientsin chd beck, “eaple
could o or not as they plerned, ~nd the cost was modernte.About a thousand mede the trip
At first T decided not to 7o, s the hHusiness of otting permission to travel and registe
ing with the police is so troublesome. mut finally + docided to try for & permit,cnd the
university gove me o strong lettor of introduction. which resulted in the unusual satis-
faction of cotting the permit immediately on application.

o loft Yenohing ay at 11.30 thursday morning, boarded the troin at *singhua at
12.30,and recchod Tlentsin just af'ter 3,30, Aftor being greeted officielly -including &
country dance for our venefit "=at the stotion, we wore teken to & Middle School to rest
and dprink tec, then on to supper in & huge met shed on the old recrection grounds, and £
nally to the x-Catholic university where ve were to sleap. Students slept in classrooms,
Tprade Union memiers in the assembly hall of the attached Middle School.There straw had
beon spresd on the floor,and 160 of us lay in long lines to sloep ~the organisers hovang
thoughtfully arrenged which wo he-ds should point. We slept on the floor flor three nigh
nights,cnd I was very comforteble in my sleeping~bag, From the midnight sounds 1 gethered
th~1t the rect were 100 i

ve spent much of the daylisht time of Friday cnd Saturday, going through the EBxh
hibition Halls. Bach morning we mustered ot 7.00 rnd mo ched to the grounds., whore we 8%
ctudied the exhibits until breakfast at 10.00. Then a ter a short rest, we vent beck to
worl ~nd moved rbout stendily until 6.00 when we merched boek to the recrection ground
Por rupperDesultory efforts v re made to orgonize study grouns fver supper, but people
preferred to mo into the town end relaxe

The purpos of the iIxhibitlon was to demonatrete how the fermore from the countr
and the vorkers of the cities could honefit each other by the rapid {lov of producte both
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ways.The exhibits were aimed mostly at the interests nnd neede of the farmers, ond they
were the guests of honor.Arrrngements hed heen mnde for ench county of the North China
District to send a group of peasnt representotives to spend o week going around the ex-
hibition hells and etudying the exhibits. Meny people remarized ot this relationship ,=
that the pessante who had previously been despis d and chonted in the towns,end who hed
feared the townspoeple.were now treated with every mark of respect ~nd friendship..When
jroups of fermers -knowvn by the tovels worn like turbans on their heads =came into the
helle, they were greeted by clapping.hers others stood in queues, the farmers vare given
immedinte entry. While in Tientsin, they were the gueate of the of the factory workers,
occommodrted in loeal homes, given free trengport on trams oand busos. Meetings vore or-
pnenized in their honor,and enormous pimple merle of the kind they liked served to thous~
ands at & time. -ach pensnat wore a silk ribbon with Lai Ping (Guest) written on it,and
many had medals which thev had won ee "heroes of production',

The whole of Tientsin seemod to heve been organized to toke care of the puests.,
and ensure the success of the exhibition.Notices =nd decor=tions were all around, most o
of' the houses had lebels chowing that they were entertaining "Gueste";most of the facto~-r
ries hnd contributed exhiblts. Toentsin schools were responsible for housing visitors
from other educrtionnl inclitutions, such as ours. these peonle hovever did not count as
official pguests and had to pay their own naye Mueh trouble was trken to see that the vige
itors were conforteble,and criticisme end suggestions were constantly invited.

In nccord with i%s name ond main purpoae, the fxhibition showed mainly two types
of' goods i~(1) produsts of the country viich could be us:-d in industry,(2)products of +the
city industries which the peasnats could use.(1) includeda hall devoted to fresh and drie
products of the hille ~da 8, papper,swect pepper,alnonds,muxhrooms,sunflowver and melon
seeds,nuts of all Finds,fruits of all kinds,edible roots,flowers, ond fungi ; for each
various grades of producty were shown,wlth the best region for production, the yearly
crop, the possihle uees. here were 2lso exhibits of improved varieties,with methods of
grafting ~nd disease eliminction.It was pointed out, for ginstance , thet bitter almonde,
usually neglected,con ba us d as a souree of oilyand othoer materinls in industry. A simil
1~r hall showed fresh rnd salt water pryducts, One hall was given entirely to grain,show=-
ing all the varieties of wheat. with thuir comparative yields,thelr strong points ond
weak pointe,and the bost methods of eullivation ; 8imilerly for millet,kaoliang,corn,
oats,rye,and rice. Beuns,potatoss and sveet potatoes were included hore too.Since cotton
production is very evsential,a whole hall wrs used for denonstration of the different var
rieties of cotton, vi’th yields, strong 'nd weak p-ints, best methods of cultivation, come
batting diseree,scelesting seed;prizewinuing plents were shown in glase cases,rnd vigorous
earyoons on the walls told stories of the advantages of cotton production to the farmer.
The next hell was full of textilegd products from cotton, showing the farmer what cloth he
would be r=ble to buy.

Since (2) hzd as its object the service of the peasnats, it was not intended to
be a complete exhibit of Chinose industry. For instance there was no exhibit of' mechinor
manufectures for railweys. Most important wore the exhibite of improved agriocultural ime
plements -ploughus which zo deeper cnd “aster thrn the old kind, a simple irrigation
wheel, bringing weter up en iron pipo superseding the old wooden l=dder, sowing machines
to save labor. .1l over North Yhina frc-opries have heen set up to manufacture these ime
proved models. reviously no effort had heen made to seve lebore, but the government wents

to reduce *le manpover employed on the lend, 80 78 to hove more for the new factories
springing up :veryvhere.The socond half of this ho1l »8hovibg modern agriculturcl mochin-
ory (Ru-sian) was more interertiny to ur students, who ere all in favor of collective
farming. At vresent there sre a few domonstration farms in operrtion.Other hnlle shoved
phages of i dustruzl production ~types of mochinery which now ern be mede in Chine, in-
cluding pilot-model motoreors ~nd hu es,troctors,bis lathes,hecvy presses.etc.Another
hall vae full of "daily necessities" =papor,houschold equipment,thermos flasks,electrical
gadpets,laups,goap, “nd so one hese two hrls would not impress any one Irom “nglend,but
those who have heen in “Yhina for a feou yonre are shle to ree whet rapid progress has been
made, not only in the rengs of goods produced, but nlgo in the stenderds. The government
is now wrlzing eevere ‘demrnds on manufecturors, feulty products cre forreted out,and rea-—
sons dewv:nded. Pullic eriticism publiched in tho nevspapors hrs to be enswered by the fir

firm enicorned .
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Other helle were concerned with the mutual roletionships of country 'nd town,ae
shovn by products which needed votk by both -use of cultuveted end wild hemp, the rubber-
providing weed,(looks like o dendelion), papor,lenther,furs of wild animale, cottoge
industrios such es basket weaving. ‘hore wes a wonderful show of skilled handivork,{rom
an ivory pip the si e of a grein of rice incised with a hundred cheracters, to modern clo
oloionne workwith new designs bused on Tunhuang A/ddd frescoes and country dences. In
charge of the exhibit of eking cralts, L found on old friend from CIC days, very enthus=-
iastic over his now job in vhich the government ie giving him backing in the developnment
of famoue Pelking producte such as cloisonne, enrved lacquor, ivory, jade, inlay work,ete

The Sxhibition Groundsetill bore traces of having been the foreigners' race-
course o” Tientsin. Nanoy telld me that in the old days Chinese wore not ndmitted cs mem~
bers of the Race Club.lt was very rood to ses this ploce of privilegoes end nand wpete
taken ovor by the people and used by just those people who v re despised and vefore. The
grounds were very well laid put, with brond concrete pavemente cnd m~sses of chrysanthe-
mume in pots 21l cround.. Although there wne a daily traffic od 20,000 paople. thare vas
almost no litter to bs seen anywvhere.,and very little spitting. The children rnd young
poonle in China do not spit at all any more. The crovde wore cheerful nnd orderly,and wit
few 9xceptions the poeple were going around with much onthuslasm,

1,800 demonstrators rnd explainers hnd been mobilized. They differed in their
gift og the grb, but most of them w re good abd the bast extremely competent. Becauee
there w re so meny of them,-one for esch stall on the ~verage~ it wae alurys possible to
get information on any question that arose. “very aid hed beon mobilized to get mcross th
meaning of each exhibit. ~maps with routes in neon lirhts or hundreds of little bulbs,
clear cha'rite,smodels galore,stories told in cartoons,lantern elides,working scale modeles
0il panitings,spme very good, enlarged photographs, live animals, fish,and birds. &he
two big halls devoted to flood prevention and communicriions were especially well provide
ed with working models of rivors railwrys, etce

The thing which impressed me most wae the exhibitlon, in almost every hall,of th
pictures ~nd stories of the Heroes of People's Production.Here the people held bofore
overy one wéyd ae most admirable were wrinkled old peasants,grimy factory workers, people
deeply scarred in the struggle for livelihood and production. Not sport etars, filmstars,
or politicisne, but the flshermen who organized cooperctlves and crlled others when ho
found fish rather than keeping the /ind to hinself; the Mongol sheperdess whos sheep wer
in bettor condition than any one else's; the cottonspinner who found o quicker way to tie
broken threads, the hunter who killod more wolves thean nny one elsey the old farmer who
found a way 68 collecting the csrubs off the corn plents; the peasant who lost his feet in
guorilla warfare, but cnrried on ond led his village in mobilizatio] for production. If t
these people ¢ me thomselves to the exhibition, they were mobbed by autograph hunters and
held for hours enewering questione rbout their methods. lere one saw a glinpse of a esocie
ty in which lebor is really dignigied,and the hero is tho humble and honest man whoee
hard labor ~nd conscientious work sets the challenge and axampleo

Greetings from us 2ll,

Ralph (Lapwood)
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Mr., & Mrs. Louis E. Wolferz
L7 Claremont Avenue, New York 27, N,Y,
November 22, 1951

CA ristmas gr'eefwgd

Dear Friends Near and Far:

For many years when in China we were wont
to write our Christmas letters at Thanksgivingtime.
Tt seems to me a good custom to continuc - to tell
you before the rush of the Holidays how thankful we
are for such friends as you and to remind you that we shall be thinking of you during
the Christmas season, asking God to make it a time of rejoicing because of His great gift
to all mankind and the assurance we have that His Grace and Strength and Wisdom are
sufficient for us throughout the new year. During these last years in China, and
especially toward the end when lifc was tense and most uncertain, there were several
Scripture verses that came to mean increasingly much to me - "As your days so shall your
strength bes "I know whom I have believed and am convinced that He is able to guard
that which I have entrusted to Him against that day"; "And we know that to those who
love God, who are called according to His plan, everything that happens fits into a
pattern for good". May you, too, grow ever more sure of the certainty of these verses
during the new year so soon to beginl
As we witnessed the complcteness of the Communist takeover of China and the
growing animosity towards America and as doors of carlier scrvice closed one by one, it
seemed wise for us to leave Yonching - not only for our own sakes but especially because
of our many loyal Chincse friends and co~workers who might be suspected because of their

< friendship with Americans. We had not left sooner because we felt wvhat there was still

work that we could do, and this remained true up until the last few weeks in Yenching.
Although we were forced to wait four months after our request for exit permits we are
now glad for that delay. So many important changes took place during that time and we
can better understand the new situation and the problems that Christians in China now
face. Our University was formally taken over by the govermnment. The conference of 150
chosen Christian leaders was called by the government to consider the new conditions
under wich the Church must operate (they must stress "tzu 1i", selfegovernment, "tzu
yang", self-support, "tzu chluan®, self-propagation; and there must be no further
assistance from the West, especially from Amcrica), Indoctrination into the new system
of thought was more strongly emphasized and recrimination against the United States grew
ever more bitter and virulent. Despite all this the majority of our friends continued as
warm and faithful as ever, although some were carcful not to be seen coming to our home
as openly as before., The small Fellowship Croup to which Miss Burtt and I were advisers
(over twenty fine young men and women from different classes and departments, who called
themselves the Bethany Fellowship because of their emphasis on spiritual growth and
service) met regularly with us. I shall never forget how much they helped us in our
preparations for departure nor the afternoon and cvening of farcwell which they gave us
just beforc we left Yenching. Their carnest prayers at the close of their worship
service was a fitting benediction to the forty years I have actually been in China and
sent me away with a song of gratitude in my heart for our meny loyal friends and for the
assurance we have that Godts Church in China is there to stay regardless of persecution,
opposition or changes of government, If ever they nceded our prayers it is today} We
cannot send financial assistance nor personnel but we can prey in all earnestnecss and 07
am convinced that that is after all the greatest service we can render at any time.

We left Pcking May 2nd and went by boat to Hong Kong where we stayed for three
weeks, During this time we saw many Yenching alumni and other friends and werc over=
whelmed by the welcome and hospitality they accorded us. June 1st we flew to Geneva in
three and a half days, spending the three nights at Bangkok, Karachi and Cairo. We werec
met by Dr. deVargas and Isabel - Yenching neighbors of former days = and had four o
telightful days in their lovely home in Lausanne, As there was no passage to New York
+i11 July fifth, we had a chance to see a little of Switzerland, Germany, Holland,
Belgium and Fneland. Tt was good to find old friends along the way as well as to make




new ones, and the days were full of interest and rich expsriences. We reached New York
City July 11 and attended at once to medical checkups etc, Then we left for visits to
our children and many friends, and a rest with my Aunt Myrtilla in lovely Bay View,
Michigan, which took us to L8 different cities across the country. Such a wealth of
friendship and love as we have experiencedy We cannot say how much it has meant to us.
We found Rosalie, Ed, and Alan in San Mateo, Calif.,(1518 Second Ave.), Polly in
seautiful Camp Minokeweg in Wisconsin (now in Normal, Illinois, where she is teaching),
and Ellen and Fred in Cooperstown, N,Y,

We returned to New York City November 1lst, rounding out six months of travel
and are decidedly fortunate to have been assigned a furnished apartment in Kennedy House
with other missionary families on furlough. What the future holds for us after our
furlough we do not know, much depends on our health, but we are not ready to "just
retire" as yet. We shall be doing some speaking on China and will wait to see where we
are led. We hope we may see many of you in the days ahead. In the meantime a glad
Christmas to each of you and God!s blessing on the New Year.

il ‘ Very Sincerely Yours,
Dear Friendss Ot &?;7 Lgfaﬁifﬁi5 Katharine King Wolferz

We can never be grateful enough for the many in China who remained true in the
months when the attempt was made to discredit us as agents of Americancultural aggres~
sion" and to ostracize us as potential spies, Through it all we were oonstantly encour-
aged by the knowledge that so many of you here at home werec bearing us up in your
thoughts and prayerss and since our arrival we have learned how many more of whom we were
not aware were doing the same.

The doctors have changed the first diagnosis of the trouble I had in China from
Hodgkins disease to Lymphoepithelioma and the latest examination has produced an "all
clear" but they said T had had excecllent care, Incidentally both the surgeon who
operated and the doctor who gave mc deep x~ray therapy werc former students of mine. We
are confident that God will open the way for the next step as, of course, there is no
possibility of our returning to China.

Those of you who reccived our last yeart!s letter will remember that there were
many evidences of material progress under the new regime to report and further progress
is being made, but great and really remarkable progress was at the same time being made
in solidifying the control of the government, leading to more and more regimentation.
This made possible in a place like Peking a public health campaign where a large section
of the population could be vaccinated in a single day but it also made possible such
things as full attendance at indoctrination classes or huge parades and "spontanecous"
demonstrations to which reprcsentatives of each family were ordered out.

The freezing of Chinese assets by our govermment early this year provided the
opportunity for institutions like Yenching University to "scornfully reject" all further
subsidies from America and led to the taking over by the Communist government of such
institutions. This taking over in the case of Yenching was made the occasion for a great
celcbration, a climax to the "anti~American cultural aggression" campaign. It was during
che time of this campaign that we were detained and our guess is that we werc the scape~-
goats needed as "Exhibit A" to prove the sinister motives of American altruism as
witness the long list of offenses charged against me, the oldest American member of the
taculty, and posted in large letters on the walls of the university library, for when
“he heat of this campaign had given way to the next, "oppose America, support Korea",
we were given our exit permits and allowed to leave without further trouble,

At the confercnce of Protestant church leaders in April a commission was set
up to see that the church provcd its loyalty by joining in this and similar patriotic
movements, Before being given full confidence each church should organize "accusation
meetings" directed chiefly against American missionaries., Under present circumstances
let us withhold judgment against leaders making such charges and rather ask God?s
wisdom and guidance for them in these days of testing.

Our warmest holiday greetings go out to you all,

Cordially yours,
Louis E, Wolferz
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CHINA LATTERS. (not for phblicmtion)

Lapwood's .%s0 No 513-5 Yenching University Peking iov. %6th 1951

Dear [riends,

The cold weather definitely set in on ilov. 21st aftor three wooka of romarkably
mild weather and the lake froze over most ol ite surtase in one night. The students were
culek to pet out on the ice and many took an unlooked for cold plunge. The water level in
the muin lake is still very low, as it had not been filled up since the time the workers
of the Yenching farm drained the lake to catcn all the rish but water has been coming in
more cquickly recently with the result that the ice has broken away from the edges ol the
leke and the new ice forming has heen anything but reliable. Our lids were itching to pet
out so we took them for the first time about a week ago to their great joy. Stephen is
especlally heppy as this is his Pirst year with skatee aud ho is determined to learn.

Recently Peter and Joan went to see an acrobatic show in our auditorium. Por come
time we have wented them to see such & show but hesitatod to take them to the rather cold
ond draughty semi-onen "theatres" outside the Chien llen of the city. For centuries "Tien
vhino" (the T'eavenly Bridze) on the rvad to the Temple of Heaven, has been tne centre of
entertainment for the ordinary people of the city and countryside. There you could [ind
tente and shacke where jugzlers, conjurors, sword throwers and acrobats amised the populam
wilh their arte. .any troupes w.re ramily affeirs and three generations would take part
in the show, the childfen learning acrobatic tricke at a very early age. In the past the
intelligensla tendod tp ignore or look down upom such entertainments, but recently it has
veen recognised as a trus folk art ahd brought mueh more into the public eye. The best
troupes have been provided with gorgeous Chineee clothes and have been taken to surope and
clsewhere, as well as being sent to the hirger cities of China to give porformances in big
theatres. Some of their tricks- tight rone walking, unicycle trick riding, trapeze per-
Pormances - are somevhat similar to suchk tricks in other countries but some of thuir best
turns are distinetly Chinese and unicue, Ralph and I were invited out to dinner the night
of the show so we did not see it but a student took Peter snd Joan who enjoyed it very
much.  Cut students were very enthusiastic about the show and described it to me in con-
versation classea, I should have thought that most of them would have seen such chows
vhen they were kids but anparently it was cuite new t» many of them. In one vary interest
ing trick a young lad stood on a four legged stool three lezs of which reste’ on balls.
"hen he spun two saucers on top of two long sticks and, while continuing to s8ain them, hce
bont right back and nicke! up a cup off the floor with hic lips, finally returning with
the cup in his mouth %o the original stending position. I remember seeing such & trick
and many others including the usual Peking ones, as one item in & variety show I hanpened
to attend in lelbourne many yoars ago. I remember how the spinning saucers and the con-
jurors "lang~tang-lang-tang~i-ko-}ang~tans" made rne desnerstely 'omesick for Pelcing.

The building on the campue is all finished and the builders have cleared up their
paraphanalia and loft. e had quite a camp of them just below our wall all the summer and
autumn.  The bricklayers; carpenters, plasterers and overseers all lived in long mat sheds
and ate in the open. Our children became ¢uite pally with them a d they in their turn
returne¢ Stephens motor cars when he left them near their tente and excavated his sioes
and socks when he insisted on burying them in their sand pile in spite of parental veko,
the Lormltory lor men students in Ching Chun Yuaan is in Chinese style and very attractive.
‘ho pgirls dining hall is more "functional" than attractive bu!. is light and airy aad rakes
a good hall l'or dancing in on Saturday nights as well as a spacious dining hall for every
doy use. I have not visited the engineering huilding but Ralph reports that a: being cuite
useful and well planned. ''hat it will be used for alter this coming summer has not yet
heen docided. All the Yenching 'ingineeriny work will he tronsferred to Tsing Hua ar a
irst sten in the plan to combine Tsing l'ua, Yonching and Pei Ta inlo one mammoth institu-
tién. “ust what will haspon to other asections of 4he work - Arte and Science~ has not yet

; been decided hut amaleamation is now on!y a matter of time and detailed working out. lel Ta
i still in the city tho' it has land out here just south of Teing liue and plans to horcin
huilding next summer. &% first when the supgestion for amalganation was mooted a year or
more ago, tho indiwidual universities did not seem very keen to sink thelr identity ina

, larger insititution, but now the reasaéns for such a move have bheen explaine’ and discussod
! in detail therso is considerable backinr for the scheme even amongst those who ¢t riret vere
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bgtweon the three universitiee ['or Paculty and students and many clasees are uneconomic-
ally smnll. Tsing i'wa and Yenching are already close enough for rn exchange of teaching
ataff a+d ir Pel Ta also movos out to thie vicinity, thers 1s a good deal to be said for
combining with each of the three sections responnible for one particular part o' the work.
e will give you lurther details of these achemen as they arecannounced later.

New buildingelare rushing up everywhere in and around Poking, and we hear that the
same process is going on elsevhere in China too. five large blocks are nearly {'inished
aloag the south side of Chamg An Chieh (the main east west thoroughfcre) 'or the use or
various @overnment Off'ices, Their stylo ie not vory lmpressive but they are only temporary
buildings uue to last for ten years at tho most. The need for houein; of offivces and
personnel in the capital is immense, but funds are limited so eflaborate buildings are
prohibited at present. Lator it is hoped to replace these and other buildings with ones
which will he carefully plammed to tit in with the surroundings in a style appropriate to
Jeltdng. :

‘/hen this city once again becume the capital it did not need much second aight to
pronhesy that housing would bocome valuable and when government departwents, banks, embags-
ios and hueiness houses began to rent and buy up houses epegulators also bdegan to take a
hand in the game with resultant hardehip to many ordinuary folk who were turncd out of their
homeshecuuse they had been sold over thoir heads. ‘hen this stato ol ariuire cawe to the
notice o the high ups, an order was issuor rorbidding ang government denartment, bank or
other such office to buy more houses within the city walle. Any houses hought eince Oct.lst
had to be handed back again and the puschace price returned to the buyers. .Jdotices vere
placed on the doors of' such houses announcing that it had been bought by such and cuch a
ohi kuan { office) hut had now heen handud buck for the use of the people es a residence.
wents have also heen stabilised and tenants canuot be urbitrarily turned out of'tthe roome
they ocoupy. Still housing is very ohort and buildings are going up on all sides, but thoy
are restricted in heipght, we hear, and only the cheapsst, tomporary structures are allowed
in t-ie perind when economy oi morey and materials is essential. Outelde the city the
countreide is changing rapidiy., The [irst section of the Jen .lin (Peoples) University is
already finished and being used to capaclfiy. It hae beon allotted a large area of land but
hae not tuken it all up yet, sinece it is not ready to expand and the Purmers continue to
use the land which they formerly owned and lor whioch they receive compensution when it ie
takon Prom them for building or other government purposes, or will receive land elsevhere.
urthor south stand the buildinge or the .lin Tgu Lsueh Yuan (iinorities College) which look
as i they were meant to be a pesmanency. Thoy aro iu pheasant Chinese style with their
window frames painted a bripht red -~ a cheerful splash of @olour in the dull winter land-
ccape at present. Represontativoc from the minority tribes and races who live mostly on the
fringes of China, come to this College for training in the Chinese languape and other sub-
jocte, vhile Chinese students po there to study the customs, traditionsctc. of the triboes
ncople to prepare themselves for work among the minorities. WNear the Jen 'in Ta lisueh
stands the ''orkers and Peasants ./iddle School. This provides sore :\iddle School stendard
work for farmere and workers who heve not hed cnough education to enter the Jen .’in Ta llsueh.
rhe Yo .‘dng Ta lsueh (Revolutionary College) and the TForeign Lanpguage College which at
sresent occupy what used to be barrack buildings noar tho Summcr Palace, are expanding
their buildings »nd are also to have a aports ficld and a stadium, I believe. A Physical
Jdueation Tullego is nlanned tor um area just south of Haitien and they a.¢ to have a
mammoth stadium Mor sports ip wnich teaws from all,over China will compete as well as viseii~
ing tem=e from abroad. Trom the top or the Summer Palace hilil we can see a lot more build
ing toing on towards the western hille and out over the plain but that area is outside our
ranme of movemant at preeent and we have not heard what those buildings are for. Some are
obviously Factories ana in fome cares We oursclves lMeel it is a pity to allow such wulldings
with their tull chimmeys and smoke to be bhullt close to the famous heauty snotsend to epoil
tne sky line near tho Jade Fountain or the Sunmer Palace vut most ol' our Chinese [riends
wgleome these bduildings we a sign of China's expanding i ndustry and ability to etand on
ner ovn ieuvt.

The Summer Palace itself is hooming aad the gate receipts are aaing used to
re oir and repaint many of the buildings which were rapidly falling to pieccs Irom long
years of neglaect. .any anall navilions, halls and teas houses are novw gay with bright
colouraed npalnt and repaired -luzed tiles on their roofs. Racontly the fauous .arble Joat
tne smpress howarer's pet olaything,has been restored to its full victorian slendourg com-
nlete with stained glasc windows and jaitation marble balustrades.
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You may rememver thut aftor 1iber§tion, the ctudents docided they nceded to lewrn
to use their hends in honent toil.So they orgrnized themselvee into department groups and
#8t about clenring and planting vegotuble patches rll over the campus. The idea wao a ood
one and the initial enthusimsm high,as then orgnnized, it was doomed to failure. The stud-
enta could not spend many hours on the work,very few had any idea of even how to use the toole
80 the resulte wore vory discouraging and the ntudente lost interest and the Univereity re-
fused to provide more toole or money. Thie last yeur a new scheme was set ufoot. A group of
exporionced markot-gradensrs were hired to use the best plaeces of land Tor vegeteble gardens,
while the students used therir time to weed, water, and plant out under the oxpert guldance
of these men.Lend with excessive soda-content has bwen turnsd into vegetabel gerdene by the
use of manure und irrigetion. 5o one kind of vepetable has followed close on the heels of the
lavt crop and the students huve loarned a loteA tremendous crop of Yhinose cabbage vwas har—
vosted and buried in pits below freezing level.'hile thie was going on,news of a cold current
of dir rerched the esre of the students ,and they mobilized an army of students to bury the
final cahbages hefore night fell.The vegetables are eold th the dining-halls to pay for the
running of the garden. Yabbapes are dug up as they a e neaeded through the winter.

Anong my recent resding has boen a copy of the China Monthly review which ie still
publishde in “hanghei with J.7.Povell (son of the Powell bedly treated by the Japancee) ae
the editor.This copy contnins an interview with Shen Ti-lan (former he,d of Medhurst College),
on education for the people,letters by folk in Shanghai or ‘eking to families in Americe,and
one by Muriel Hoopes written to set at reet the minds of her family in America who thought
she must be under pressure to write only what wae accoptable to the People‘s “overnment , or
what vae dictated to her.She deniea this, and gives accounts of chanBes taking place in
Shanghal,a city which needed changing if even any city did {"Policemon no longer bect the
rikehew coolies and pedicab drivers.The street lecture has taken the place of mistreatment.
In KMT days, both the motormen and conductor of the trams were in cahoote on the squoeze
racket, but lo and behold ! this rockét has gone into the land of the limbo along with a
number of othor neferious doinge of black-market days.free clinice have sprung up all over
the tovm.Any trade union memhor is eligible. Don8t let anybody tell you that it is imperative
to be a Communisct to belong ~that ie pure bunkumlRiver boatmen have their own clinic in the
Zmbankment Building along Soochow Creek,whore mist of the floating population tiee wu: wvhen
in town.Thousande of long—time rofugees from the flood-and-fanine~aff'ected areas nearby have
been repatriated to arable land. Inveterate beggars are finding real sscurity in a government-
croated "New man Village", where re~- education transforms the former sponger to the point
where he Hmself wishes to become a reepected memoer of society.Bandits are becoming scarcep
in this cith of 5,000,000 souls there wae not one case of armod robbery in the month of Aug=
ust.Many more primary schools have heen establisheds hospitals,nurseries, libraries, clinice
devoted solely to proventive medicine,psrke, and even singing and dramatlc corps are but a
few of the benefits offerad to the young folke nowadays.Add to this whole picture the f'act
that there is no panic inflation, prices nre stabilized.How is nll thies possible in so short
a time?Simple enough ~through the production of soods and food for service f'or the people,
and not for profiteering purposes.These are the renlities, not plpe dreams. ‘here is a living
dramatic epirit of hepe in the future that can actually be felt because longsighted planning
by the authorities is in the process of being dome -they cre not mere plans,"

we have somoetimes felt that what wae happening here in peking vwas not typlcrl of r]
other parts of China, but such articles cnd letters show that it 1s a nation-wide movement,
and that the srme epirit of hopefulness and constructive energy which we eee and feel around
us is not simply confined to the capital,

e all keep vell 'nd very busy. Some folk think we must be lonely because most of our
western friends hove left Peking, but we heve so many Chinese friends vnd find our vork so
intereating and rewarding that we do not foel a scrap lonly.Ae for the kids they lind it
diffieult to whittle down their invitotion list for thoir Christmas perty to a mamazeable
numher. This will be ro her lrte for Chrirtmas but brings sincerest wishes for a happy ¢nd
rolly constructive perceful Yew Yoar.

Yours ayo,
Nancy Lapwood
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China News =in addition to the Lapwood letters
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(which are now heing mimeographed by AFCH in Phile.)
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A= From Prederica Giang Li 1l Teui Hua Hutubgm *eking, China,Yec

I long for & letterfrom you. The last I got was written on Sept.12.J.Cv has go:
on a trip to Hunan for lend reform work.He has heon awoy for over two months now and
will not be bock until January. So he has missod the whole of the rirst semester work,
lo seems to enjoy his presont work, snd is sotting a grect denl out of it. Mre. J.F.Li
18 on the same trip. I have heen unusually busy since he left - the reason being that
I was roped in by my former school to teach inglish again becruse both English tecchers
have gone off on agrarian reform trips. I am teaching 18 hours a week with lots of meetin
sandwiched in. A full schedule seems to keep my henlth up & - only I prefer not to keep
up this pace too long. I hope by the end of the first somester those teachers will have
returned to their posts,

Bofore the winter set in, I hzd the house painted. It looks much c¢leaner and
mdre presentalbe now.How often I heve wished thet you eould walk in and take a lookl
I do not go to Yenching often, but when I do g0y I miss many of my old friends. Just hou
long we will stay in this house is a questlion t00. A committee i1s formed to discuss in
earncst the amalgamation of different colleges of the three universities,Peita, Teinghua
and Yenching. Just which part will go where is still uncerteain. There is no monotony in
New Ching.Through this self-criticism systen overy one .nd every institution is becom-
ing less selfish and self-centered Bverything must be considered for the good of the
whole country. The origincl plan 6f Jeking Peking West a cultural canter is not abandonc:
Many new buildings are shooting up. ~® short a time as you have been away, youwould find
many chenges if you returnod.My sicter and her family {the Seutus) mey be going to Americ:
She will let you knowe

Please rememher mo to all my friends, This may not resch you for Christmas, but
I shall think of you on that dayae

Lots of love
Yreddie
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B-Note at the end of ‘alph Lapwood's letterof Dec. 29

For those of you who know Yonching well, I will mention a few nomes which will
holp to make vivid the senernlizations. Taking lerdershin in the Science Uollege die-
cuselon groups are Hsu Hsien~yu.Chu sheng~lin,Teai Lou-sheng(after his return from lrnd
roform), Ai Wei-chao, Li Ou,Chang “his~chong (Chairman of the Wellowship)e A model groun
is th-t of the "istory Department, vhere under +he leadorship of Hou Jen~chih end “eng
Tu~chien tremendous advances toward coopar~tion h-ve been mede by old Mr. Teng, Chi Ssu-ho
(now out on lend raform). “hey have procecded from discuseion to the next stare - self-
criticlsm nnd mutual critiéism - with very remarkshle success, judging from what Jen-
chih(alwaye an enthusiast) reports.

Ralph
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C=From Stephen Tsai ~Taipeh, Taivan, Jane 8,1952

Thanks for your invitation for a visit. ve like nothing better than than t g
o the U o see the boys and our friende.

Things vre progressing smoothly hore. 3ill Fenn is ccheduled to =rrive on the
2oth to look into hte possibilities of gponeoring wome worl hy the UBCUC on the Island.
“e hove hoen urging the “oatd for some time,I hope this trin wall reeult in something.

The three of us are 11 well and henpy.<e, of course, long for our home con-
stantly, but I am afriad it is a long dist-nce away both in tiem and spaces.'e are thenk-
ful for those golden bypono doys and the happy memories, the three boys in the States
goem to be doing satidfoctorily.s- Wei~kang in the “radumte School at Ann Arbor;led~lin
honing to et as Assistrntship ot Penn State,and Yol~lung in his last stretch =t
looking for = job.-e ore thinzing ovor nossibilities “or Woi=chl, who will be ;
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CONFIDENTIAL
NOT FOR PUBLICATION
LETTER FROM RALPH AND NANCY LAPWOOD

Yenching University
Peking, China

December 29, 1951
(Lapwood's M.P. No. 51B-6)
(Rec'd in Phila. 1-28-52)

Dear Friends:

When Nancy wrote MP-5 we were in an early cold spell. That soon broke and for
a month we enjoyed extraordinarily mild weather, but from yesterday morning more
wintry temperatures have returned. As we guessed, the current emphasis on exercise
is finding very suitable expression in skating. But this is not the only kind of
exercise. A big crowd of girl students comes out at 7:15 each morning to do physical
Jerks to instructions and music broadcast from Peking and heard from loudspeakers
rigged up on the gymnasium. A bigger group of men does the same thing in front of
their Third Dormitory.

I had expected that the radio would play a very minor part in China, since so
few people can afford to own a receiver. But I hadn't reckoned with the public uses
of broadcasting. Every institution owns a set, often with many loudspeakers wired
to different buildings. So at Yenching students listen to broadcasts while they
have their meals, they and the local school children do morning exercises to broad-
cast instructions and music (take your choice of 6:45, 7:15, or T7:45). All wireless
sets have been registered, but so far we have not had to buy licences. It is not
allowed to have a set of potential military use, or capable of adaptation for broad-
casting (no private broadcasting is allowed) but there is no restriction on the use
of shortwave sets. In fact very few people now listen to the Voice of America -- I
don't know of anyone who does around here -- because it is regarded as unpatriotic
to do so, and patriotism is very much stronger than ever before.

This year the University as a whole did nothing to celebrate Christmas, but the
Christian Fellowship was very active. On Sunday the 23rd the Chapel was very full
for an excellent Christmas service. T. C. Chao preached a sermon which I thought
very good on the meaning of Christmas for Christians in China now. I imagine that
if you had heard it you would have felt (a) that he had travelled a long way with the
trend of the time here, and (b) that his Christian message was nevertheless deeply
earnest and compelling. There was a big choir which sang very well, and so did the
congregation. On the afternoon of the same day there was & meeting for all members
of the fellowship, followed by communal meals in the small groups, and Christmas
parties. While there was plenty of merrymaking, the central point of attention was
the spiritual significance of Christmas.

Next day a choir of about 60 sang the Messiah in the evening. It had been de-
cided to make it as much an act of worship as possible, and this was facilitated by
placing it in the chapel. The choir was more or less out of sight in the gallery,
and attention was focussed on the very beautifully arranged altar. For the first
time, the whole of the Messiah was sung in Chinese. The translation, made by Tai
Wen-sai, I believe, seemed clear and straightforward, and one was not conscious of
awkwardness in the fitting of words to music. The whole atmosphere was one of rever-
ence and worship, and the audience sat very still and silent. The chapel was crowded,
and about fifty people had to sit outside the door. Since University activities were
going on as usual, a good many people could only come for part of the time (the num-
ber of items sung was more, rather than less, than previously), so that in all the
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number who came to listen must have been near 300. After a pause for breath, most
of the choir proceeded to tour the campus singing carols. On the evening of Christ-
mas Day there was a candle-light service at 9:00. Nancy, who was there while I
looked after the family, reported that the chapel was again full, and the service
impressive.

On the following Sunday one of the Jjunior members of the School of Religion
staff summarised, in place of a sermon, the feelings of himself and others about this
year's Christmas. He said, "This Christmas has been less noisy than in the past, and
the rejoicing has been more or less confined to the Christians. But we have found
more from it than from any previous Christmas. For instance more people took part
in the decorating of the chapel and School of Religion bullding than ever before
(one small group had been responsible for each part of the building, and the result
was very effective). Again, while the technical standard of the Messiah fell short
of previous years, we who took part in the singing found it a great inspiration.
Especially in the singing of the Halleluia Chorus we found a unity in prayer and
worship beyond all our previous experience. In the careful preparation for Christmas
in Bible study and morning prayers we have realised its meaning more clearly and
vividly than ever before. At the same time we have realised anew the challenge to go
out to spread the good news. This experience is too precious to keep to ourselves."

What are Chinese Christians saying now? First they emphasise things about Jesus
which they feel they neglected in the past -- they think of him as a manual worker,
one of the proletariat, and consequently in inevitable opposition to the exploiting
or controlling groups -- Romans, Herod and his court, pharisees, sadducees. They
set in the front of their thinking his objective "to preach the gospel to the poor
... to preach deliverance to captives ... to set at liberty them that are bruised."
They emphasise the continual struggle in which Jesus was involved, and his own
statement that he came to bring "not peace but a sword...." They regard his recorded
message to Herod, his attitude to Pilate, his condemnation of the Pharisees, as

evidence that scorn, scathing criticism, and hatred were part of his life (directed
not at men as men but as men as representatives or tools of an evil or exploiting or-
der). At the same time they see this as God's personal intervention into history,
his judgment on human life and redemption of human life.

Second, about the Church. Most Chinese Christians agree to the view that the
coming of Christianity to China was unfortunately closely connected with foreign im-
perialist demands. For instance, early unequal treaties stipulated among other things
that wmissionaries should be allowed in to move and preach freely. Early missionaries—
were often close to consular and other officers, and Catholic missionaries in particu=-
lar sometimes did intelligence work for foreign governments. It is very unfortunate
that in recent years some American missionaries have been closely associated with
Chiang Kai Shek and the Kuomintang -- for instance Frank Price and George Fitch,
while Dr. Judd, who speaks most constantly for the Chiang government in America, was
once a missionary in China. But now every Chinese Christian whom I know is heartily
glad to be rid of the Kuomintang, believes it to have been built on corruption and
oppression, and so suspects every supporter of it. Chinese Christians also consider
that the Chinese church was in many ways un-Chinese -- most church buildings were
built in foreign style, our hymn books carry much English, services are modelled on
those of the western countries, and the church was in many or perhaps most places
financed largely with foreign funds. In earlier years not much general criticism was
expressed against these things, but now Chinese friends, with new patriotism and
pride, regard them as rather shameful. They also feel that the Communist party has
indeed put its finger on the real reasons for China's chronic weakness in the past
hundred years =-- the semi-feudal structure of society internally, and the semi-
colonial relationships externally -- and they blame the church for being blind to
these reasons. Thus most of the Chinese Christians whom we know feel that the church
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has stood in real need of "spring-cleaning" -- to get rid of the foreignisation, the
tendency to depend on others, and the lack of understanding of China's real problems
and hopes. Hence the Movement for Self-govermment, self-support, and self-propaga-
tion, and the willingness to make a clean break with the missionary past so as to be
ready at some future date to resume relations on an equal basis,

About the future of the church, much anxious thinking is being done, and I can-
not report any general attitude. Although freedom of religion is guaranteed in the
constitution, and is upheld wherever people are prepared to appeal to it, the general
atmosphere of criticism of religion as superstition has discouraged many timider
Christians. Throughout North China the attendance at church has diminished by about
half. Moreover meny internal problems are unsolved, so that some of the younger
people especially think that it would be better to let existing organisations die and
concentrate on some less sectarian and more cooperative system. Our friends agree
in the conviction that the sense of need for worship will survive, and that the church
will find new ways of meeting it. They agree that the present weakness of the church
in the face of challenge is due to its own errors and sins -- especially of omission
-- in the past, and that the present call is to repentance and a new start, based on
the Bible.

For the past three months we have been immersed in a "study movement.'" Mao Tse-
Tung himself gave the lead by saying that one of the essential conditions for the
building of a socialist country was that the intelligentsia should be won over to
whole -hearted support of the government policy. This meant primarily two things --
that people like University professors and professional men should accept the govern-
ing principle that the interests of the masses come first, and that they should vol-
untarily fit into the government planning. These are obviously difficult. The first
is equivalent to the demand for religious conversion or conviction -- a self-negation
which comes with extreme difficulty to such people. The second means the abandonument
of tradition and prejudice and individualism, all of which are marks of the well-
established professional man. Suppose a group (for instance a church) which believed
earnestly in self-sacrifice and service of others, in England, were to find itself
with almost absolute power, how would it set to work to win over the selfish and the
sceptics, the diehards and the triflers?

The government has attacked this question with great skill, aided by the immense
drive which the party in every organisation can mobilise. First the key people in
all institutions were invited to join in land reform work. The invitation came from
such high authority that it was almost impossible to refuse. But few were inclined
to refuse, for the land reform was reckoned by all to be an action of tremendous his-
toric significance. In that work they lived close to the peasants for two or three
months, and also observed the govermment officers in daily action. They came back
with several clear impressions -- the dignity and soundness of the peasants, the cor-
ruption and hatefulness of the old landlord regime, the skill and honesty and hard
work of the organisers, and the huge potential in labour and energy of the liberated
peasants. Insistence on thorough information and discussion at all stages, on actual
partaking in the work, and on careful summarising and reporting, gave to this expe-
rience its maximum effect. The result was that all except the hardest boiled came
back with new convictions about themselves: -- "I realised that I had lived a shel-
tered life, and must now begin to share in the struggle against China's enemies."

"T saw that this government is indeed working for the good of the ordinary man, and
that I must give it my wholehearted backing." "I decided to stop being a bystander
and join in the struggle." C.W. Lu said when he returned: "Up to now I have refused
to give political leadership in the University on the grounds that I lacked the expe-
rience and capacity. But now I see that every one has an unescapable responsibility.
From now on I am going to throw myself wholeheartedly into it, and try to be the
worthy president of a University devoted to the good of the common man.'" From that
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time his participation in government-sponsored campaigns has been much more spontane-
ous and aggressive than before.

The most important of these campaigns is the "study movement." It was decided
that all university faculties in the north China area should make a big effort to
study government policy over a period of three months (now extended to six). Each
person would be expected to spend twelve hours a week at least in studying books and
articles and in discussions. Emphasis would be placed as much on the examination of
one's own attitude as on the problem discussed, in the effort to eliminate prejudice,
self-interest, and laissez~faire. Was there compulsion? Yes and no. No one was
compelled to join in the discussion or study, yet the patriotic atmosphere of enthu-
giasm was so strong that no one could stay out. Was the govermment out to mould the
thoughts of the professors? Yes, undoubtedly. Just as the discussions at an SCM
conference are an effort to mould the thoughts of the people who come. And in the
same way, the people who took part wanted to have their thoughts moulded. Just as
the people at an SCM conference come because they are Christians and want to learn
more about it with the help of study and expert leadership in discussions, so our
people participate because they are convinced supporters of the government and want
to learn more about its policies. (I do not wish to push this analogy; as far as I
have taken it it is correct, but it probably doesn't hold much further.) Are the
discussions free: VYes. In those I have joined opinions have been freely expressed,
and occasionally argument has been very vigorous. But the discussions start from
ground common to all members, which is a fairly thorogoing approval of the government.
One should not judge according to ideas about the need for an opposition party, which
is not felt by these people. Think of it as a wartime situation. The thing which
is not free is the conclusion of the discussion. If a group brings as findings opin-
ions much at variance with those of most groups it is urged to discuss again, on the
assumption that its thinking has been biased and needs correcting. If it persists
in its ways, however, there are no sanctions awaiting it. T have found the discus-
sions steadily improving in quality, and I find myself in agreement with the large
majority of the findings, though less often with the way they are found. For there
is a lack of facts. Very often wishful thinking takes the place of hard data, or
published figures are quoted without reflection as to their source or probable reli-
ability.

Is the goverrnment's objective being achieved? I would say that it certainly is,
Jjudged by objective criteria. TFor instance, faculty members of Universities in this
area have for two years fought against the govermment plans to rationalise the dis-
tribution of departments and cut out overlap. A first result of the study movement
is that the faculty mewbers have come to see it as better to agree to the government
scheme than to stick to their own tradition and narrow interests. Another result is
that the plans to recast courses of study and methods of teaching to make them more
practical are now going ahead, whereas previously they stalled. The most important
thing remains to be seen. Will the faculty be able to inspire all their students to
go out to serve the people, disregarding their personal interests? In Yenching our
students are already notably conscious of this duty, and have not lacked encourage-
ment from some of the faculty, so it will be interesting to see what progress is
achieved.

All good wishes,

Raliph. Lapwood

International Centers

American Friends Service Committee
20 South Twelfth Street
Philadelphia 7, Pa.
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