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COPY to Mr. Garside

Excerpt from letter of August 2, 1927, to
Mr. & Mrs. Wheeler from Sidney D. Gamble

"Here in Peking we are very much concerned about the future of
Yenching University. A few radical students caused a little flurry early
in June, but although other schools closed without final examinations,
Yenching finished the year's work and graduasted a fine class of 116
students of which 29 were girls, and including 20 pre-medical students.
Summer school is now in full swing with over 100 pupils. There are many
more applications for the fall than can possibly be acceptede The University
has a wonderful opportunity for service and influence and is doing splendid
worke There being every likelihood that it will be a long time before the
Southerners get to Peking, and with their program becoming more and more
reasonable, we feel confident that Yenching will be able to adjust to any
new political situation and will have a growing influence in China."
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October 11, 1927

To the Friends of Peking University:

Although the daily press has been full of news items regarding war and unsettled condi-
tions in China " (ne last six months, you will be glad to know that Peking (Yenching)
Universitv ¥ ., peen able to carry on its work unhindered. This is largely due to the fine rela-
tionsh’ps established between the faculty, the student body, and the government under the
able teadership of President J. Leighton Stuart.

In a recent letter Mr. Sidney D. Gamble, a secretary of the Y.M.C.A. in Peking, and
the author of a well-known volume on Peking, writes:

‘“Yenching finished the yeat’s work and graduated a fine class of 116 students, of
which 29 were girls, and including 20 pre-medical students. Summer school is now
in full swing with over one hundred pupils. There are many more applications for
the fall term than can possibly be accepted. The University has a wonderful oppor-
tunity for service and influence and is doing splendid work. . . . . We feel confident
that Yenching will be able to adjust to any new political situation and will have a
growing influence in China.”

We have more recently received the following cablegram direct from Peking, dated

September 19, 1927:

“A GOOD OPENING, FULL ENROLMENT; THE OUTLOOK IS ENCOURAGING IN EVERY
RESPECT."”

One of the very reasons why China today is going through these birth pains is because
of the new life engendered by such institutions as ours. China will find herself; how soon
this comes to pass will depend in part upon how steadfastly the friends of China stand by at
this particular time and support faithfully the institutions which make for peace, law and
order, and a regenerated society.

You will be interested to know that President Stuart, at the request of the Trustees, is
coming to the United States and is this week landing in Seattle. During his brief stay in this
country he will be meeting groups of friends of the University in a number of larger cities to
give them the latest news of the Chinese situation. He can be addressed in care of this office.

A new issue of Peking News will be published soon and will be forwarded to you. It
will contain authentic information of present conditions in China and in Peking University.

We wish to send you this brief statement now to report that the University is going
steadily forward in its service, that Dr. Stuart will be in this country during the coming months,
and that we appreciate your interest in the University and count upon your continued
sympathy and support.

Faithfully yours,

FRANKLIN H. WARNER,

President, Board of Trustees

ERIC M. NORTH,

Secretary, Board of Trustees




Yonohing ‘miversity,
July 1, 1949,

Usar Absonteesi

‘erhape you would like to have some little ascount of the wind-up
of the session, Very different it was this year from last when we were
thrilling to the gisht of the new lNatlonalist flag fluttcring fram our
hastlly erected flagzpole, end speculating anxi ously whether the ‘resident,
bottled up in Tientsin, would be able to get through to leping in time
for the olosing; with no train gervice to Peitaiho, ond members of staff
zoing on furlough starting off in motor oesre on a bandit-infested road,.
Thies vear there was no untowerd exeitement Lo mark the great event in our
higtory, the induotion of our first Chinese Chancellor. Icace reighed
within and without the fold, and the proeceedinge went forward with an
unfusfled solomnity that made one almost fear that in spite of her brief
_%uewrd in actual years, Yenching has in spirit reached a peaceful md hoary-
‘
%&aﬁed old age., The cloging eventes led off with swndry mectinge of august
b&qiée. n Friday the 218t the faeulty:mambe?& of the idministrative
Committoe of the Harvard-Yenehing Institute troveled into Veping to heer
the chairman present his armuel report, whieh with the addition of twe
wqus was accepted in toto. r. Chen Yuan was appo nted Aeting Director
of the Inztitute .4 r, Forter Ixesutive ~eeretury. (n the following
morning enrs arrived out from Peping dringing the members of the Hoard o
Yanarers to the ammuel meeting whioh wae held in the iresident's house.
The writer who in the capacity of recording geerstory has attended rmeoll ngs
of the board for many yoars, was torn between a longing for those old
prolonged and stomy sessiong whieh lasted sore times far into the late ‘
afternoon, when sreant and terrible problems of poliey and { nanoe hung in

the balanee; and a certain satisfnotion in the conmeciousness that affalrs
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in the Thiversity are at last running so smoothly that our meetings seem
to have attained the approprimte academic } vel of dullnecss., However,
with such vivid personalities os we st11l retsin upon our Board we are

for the nonee saved from this sad fate. "he Board no longer sits formally
on the candidates prosented for degrees, this matter having been handed
over to the Couneil, The Annuaml Reports having becn previously oire lated,
they were sdopted without comment. Iew members were weleomed, among
others, the Hev, John Hayes whose amctive interecst wiil praclude the
pogslbility of anyone fel ling asleep, and who opened up discussions

g0 many topies that the rrogident began to look quite alarmed; I'rs.
{ingey, Mres. Y.Y, Teuw, Rev., ¥, Cocker Brown (L.M,S. Shanghai), the
Prineipal of Jefferson ‘cademy, ete, Th: ocoopted members will from now
on hold offgee under an arrangement which necessitates the retiring of

two members esch yser and the appointment of two new members. 7The roparts
I inclose for your consideration. These will not be printed in their
present form, but will be worked up into a 1i{'le booklet like the one
prepared for us last year by lre. fharman.

The weather, true to Yenching tradition, was very hot. The Indw tion
Yxercizes began at 2:13@., The audience, literally stieking to their seats
felt thankful that they were neither ce¢lad in heavy academie gowns nor
seated on the platform where there is no ere s ow rent of air. The esaid
platform on this oecapion #roaned under ite burden of dignitaries, whihh
included administrative ofricers, desns, Members of the Toa 4 of lanagers,
and ofTiclal suests, some Torty all told, The decorations presented no
startling innovations. The prooes ion, heeded by the marshal Mr., C.F. Wu,
marohed in to the strains of an aprropriate burst of musie played by
“ean “tahl from behind the curtains, our own orchestra having disbsnded

and the Marine Band not being avel lable on this oceasion. The Covernment
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representatives for some roason did not appear, but the iArericen am
Sritish legations were well ropresented in the front row by Mr, m§wurray,
who grew psler and paler with the heat as the afternoon wore on, md

a large »nd stout Counsellor from !,B.M, legation( &ir !iles being in
Hanking) who grew @teﬁdlty‘redder. Very proud indeed we felt of our
Chaneellor as he rose to speak for the first tive in his new olffice, =nl
very delightful it was to wateh the expression on the “resident's face

as he hended the bilg seal of o'flee to his colleague. If we all did

not %nowiﬁhe twumandoﬁa fund of encrgy that is in him, his unquenchable
ambition and the great dreams that he s%1ll dreams for Yenching we might
have felt that he was sayimg the old words "And now lettest Thou Thy
gservant depart in peece." He was heard to remark aftorwards in a tone
of deep satisfancotion, "I do believe that the ﬂhangellor renlly feels that
he has a plnce in Yenehins at lasgt". Ceremoniecs and congratulatory '
gpeeches ended'the proeession filed out and everyone foregothered at the
‘resident's House to partake of ieed punch and grect the new Chancellor,
The ~resident emcaped froun the trammels of o fiee on a long horseback ride,
snd in the evening the Decorstion Committee, weary but wi lling, set up
upon the stage 1n Bashford under the able direction of Dr. T.T., the
chancel appointments from Ninde Chapel which were earried over bodily;
seattering in flight from the etmge’mﬂmbars of the “enior Class who were
rehearsing for olass day. The Baccalaureate 'xerclises can only be
reported from hearsay, the writer being a memberp of the Lecoration
Committ ¢ sand too exhauséed to aprear next morning., 7The serviee was
reported as belng a very beautiful end dignified one, Chancellor Wu
preaching the Haccalaureate, 'nd the President's prayer for the groduates
in the words of Yr, Nash, "the moet beautiful I have ever heard.," An

imperisheble memory to one member of staff brought up #n ccclesiactical

cireles was the sight of the preacher gracefully wafting a large fan as
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the sermon proceeded. Un ¥onday afternoon the Council met, »nd the Deam
in turn presented their reppective candidates for degrees and diplomes,
fith the exeeption of two unfortunate genélemen who were advised to retum
for another semester's work, sll names were passed, r, liomer lew
tendered his resignation as chairman of the griou tural Uxp riment Stetlon
in order to take up work in Venchuria whieh he had contemplated for soune
time. Thie resignation was reluctently seeepted., lNr. Ma atiempbted %o
rosign from his office of Director of “tudent elfare but was unsuscessful
in this effort, !onday night was Clase Day, ~nd the lengthy procecdings
whieh ineluded the usual speeohes, pleylets, musical lteus, ete., were
much onjoyed by a large student audienoce., ‘The faculty rFQraacnaw“
not lerge.

Sommencement xorelses begen at 10100 o'eloek on Tuesday morning ,
the academic procession filing in o the mortisl etrains of the jfmerican

legotion m rine band stotioned in the gollery. The "Mu Ti , °T. orterts

ﬂift,ﬁtﬁ@ﬁ an the table in the eentre of the stage. ong indeed wae

Y

progession of students eo ing up for degrees ~nd this did not inolude
sraduatee of the short asoursee. ne latter coremonies ws ¢ thls yeur

of a semi-privete nature, the Yu Ke Commeneement taking the form of a

dinner to steff and studonte at ihe ‘ves ident's House, nd the Lducation

Short Course “xereises a gurden party on “r. ‘alt's lawn, The T

prdur tes formed up in long lines below the platform frum vh'oh desoce

regpective
when enoh boteh eame forwerd, the,been armsd with the diplomas, Nre.

Mei (soting s Decn of omen for ¥ise Stohl) with the hoods, 'nd ths

resident to transfer the tassle on the mortar boards. “he Chonecllor
amiled benevolently upon this seene from hie ehair of state on the

e . g
stage. /& these proceedings, as wore nll the others, c¢onducted in in

Chines: for the most part, the writer ia caved fmom the task of roporting
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all that was sald. Commencoment over, a#ll ropoired g00t Juet west
of the Biology Building whore vory fine nevw {lag was osroasented wilh
due fornmality to the University by the enilor

For one week quiet has reipned Iin and around the dessrted (miversity

Hells, but this morning agaln thoy resound to the tramp of many feet s

the C . nference Room is besieged with students registerihg for the Summer

Sohools The (ummer Se¢hool this veor ig no furce. All devartments have
been mnde to feel that they nust take their full share in thie sctivity
and 1% has been very wildely advertised outside the University. v, Honry
Chou lIs direotor assisted by «bout 30 members of staff. sbout 180
students are expected, one-fourth being outzide students, 4 new ruling
bans our own students from living in the dérm@tories unless they take
work in the sohool of under the personal supervigion of a moembeyr of
steff. The mombersg of etaff who are bemouning the faet that they nust
ptay hersc this summer will be free for at lecst two yeaurs before their
turn comeg round agein,

parations for the Formml Cpening hove been going forwerd very
briskly this soring, The delegetion from abroad is not expected to bhe a
large one, and it 1s hoped that these wvieltore eon be entertasined levgely
in our owm faculty homes. !lgs ills 18 in cherge of hospiteliy. Tlere
gshould be a large representation of China guestes ineluding our slumni and
alumnae ¢nd it ie hoped to entertain th:ge also on the ¢ ite. rametios
av¢ in charge of Wr. Shadick, Information Burceu Mr., MNesh, Liternture
r, lsu Ti Shan, Stephen Tsal is ixecutive 'eorstary and ', Corter
Marshal, etes. The invitotions are being engreved at the Buresu of
Printing and “ngraviiz an! are being sent out very widely to friends in
Americs and Crent Britain =nd to institutions of learning all over the

world., Thus do we emerge from the obscurity of a small unknown college
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into the "fleree white 1lisht" that beots upon the great Universitics
of the world.

I will not dwell upon the charming weddings that oreeed our campus

this speing for I am sure you heve all had very full acecounte of these

i

events., ir, and ¥es, Wu Ven Tesno left for the iouth snd will return in
the antumm to a bron new houge now goine up in the T™ag Te Ti. Hr. cnd
Mrs, Y,P, Mei are alrendy settled in the Hung's house cnd e¢ntert:i ing

with mush Joy and oride ¢t many little diancry porties. Mr. Barker has

brousht back a very delightful little bride from Japan amé& who will he

a most weleome addition to our community.

T™he londscape Committoe hane been much checred by a most magnificent
gift from Mra. Morason of $10,000 gold for cempus improvement. The work
is at the moment necess-rily at a gtendstill, for the plenting Of
deciduous trees for thie epring is finished, and the ruins this yeur

unseasonably late that the large numbers of evergreeng that
ArE go HROYReSIORmBILY
have been purchased in the Temple of Yesven nurseries cannot be planted
until there is more molsture in the alp., Dr,. Porr, the moving epirit
on the committee, hes departed for Peitdiho fairly overcome by the heat,
‘©@ are hoping to do a lot of sodding when the raine do set in, 'nd by
the middle of Anpust things wi 11 besome very sotive again., Dr, Porr
heg worked very faithfully and succsassfully this svring on rookwork
in the bunding of the lokes and ponds, and in naturel effects ocuterop ing
from the hillg., 18 resl love of thig work has made him o very valusble
adiltion to the Copmittes,

Touges are soringing up like mushrooms in the ¥em lon Ta Ti, The
Lidrary i& ecquiring a enat of paint, 'nd the Auditorium in Bushford
is at leet being teken in band by our Chinese adviser, lir. Kuo and
promises to he » very bhesutiful hall when finished. 7The Formal Upening

looms dhead to spur on these improvements.




The President departed last Fridsy 1o attend the meecting of the
Chine Foundotion in Tientsin und will teke in “.onpbail on his retum
trip. 48 Phillip Fu sceompanies him on this 1ost ventmre it is rumored
that plans are being set in motion for the securing of snother dormltory.

vembers of stalf who huve not gone off in secreh of reat end change
and who are not teaching in our own Jummey Sehool arc ssding our fome
elsewhere. Ur, T.T, low and Vr, 1,0, Chao will both be away most of the

Summey cttending eonfercnces of one kind o another, 'es “ood 1

teno ing in a misslon summer sehool, Dr, J.C. 11 pone to tnpgehow to

sone summer esclentiflic institute, Dpr. C. %, Luh to a Y.M.C.he nferenee
in Yutaoho, “hiing@ly G0

vem ers of staff going on furlough have nlready deperted, the “ailers
and Ritters troveling via Bocifie, Dr. Drown, b Cochran nnd Augusta
tagner via tiberia. The Lharmons left in 3ay. The months hove nlo
gone héme to inglund lor the sumaer; sney Coehrnn will ulso roturn
in Septmbers

A little playlet written for the vencfit of departing members of
gtaff snd acted at a garden party in the long Jun Yusn may @muse you md
i inc luded in this packet.

ilease Torgive thie very lhurried gorewl written this mornine in a
noisy olffies and with many interruptions,. fighing 211 of you who ere
goning buck this summer a very plessont trip +nd with very plecsurible
antleipation o seeing you again,

Ag ever,

"Te Tditor".




Yenching University
December 12, 1929.

Dear "Absentees"s

It is some time now since my last budget of news was sent you, and
before the Christmas season is upon us I will try to send you some brief
account of our doings during recent weeks. I was somewhat nervous as to
the effect that last frightful avalanche of material would have upon you,
but letters recently received crying out for more, encourage me to proceed.

I am most happy to announce to you that the Department of Journalism
is contemplating the issuing of a little monthly publication which plans
to give & resume of our happenings out here, and when this appears you will
all be sent a copy, and there will be no further need for me to continue
this somewhat uneven form of correspondence. However, the first copy is
not yet out, probably because the department has had one member of staff
in>the P.Uoi.Co with a light case of scarlet fever, and upon his retum

to the fold, the head of the depar tment retired from the scene with Flu.

By the beginning of the New Year we will hope the plan will be well under

way «
The President left us towards the end of October to attend the

Ingtitute of Pacific Relations at Kyotoy and administrative affairs have
been in the capable hands of our Chancellor's office and of Dr. Galt who
Pibrates between the President's office, the Treasurer's Office and the
Department of !‘duzation, not to mention a thousand and one committees.
For in spite of all attempts to the contrary, committee meetings seem
longer and more frequent than ever. Many apparently are the problems
that still assail us, and of course, there may be further trouble ahead

with the political turnover which seems now imminent. Our Chine se
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colleagues seem somewhat fearful of what it may mean for us, with the

left wing coming into power. It is certainly a novelty to be in Peping
when & war is brewing, and not to feel that one is in tlhe centre of the
meelstrom. we are in a backwater now, and no longer is Peping alive with
rumors as in the days of old. OUne very favorable result is the seeming
lack of interest by our student body in the march of events in the south.
They are far more interested in the prospects for a good ime-hockey team
that has a chance of winning the championship of North China, and in the
organization of dramatic soclieties, etc., than in the political situation.
The fact that Tsing Hua is buckling down to work this year -=-their President
seems a genius at making them study-- no doubt is having its effect on our
group. Unless trouble comes from some unexpected quarter, there seeus
little prospect that the war will affect our small community, unless

of course, the fightipg comes north. One of our Deans hag comuented on
the good spirit abroad among the students this year, their interest in
their studies, and what is more importent still, a very increased interest
this year in religious affairs.

The Yenta Christian Fellowship. The Fellowship has been greatly

encouraged by the very large group of new members admitted, 181, most of
them students. News of the Fellowship doings has been fairly well
featured in the pages of the weekly bulletin, so there is little to add.
The foreign children's Sunday School is in a flourishing condition this
year under the very able leadership of Mrs. Barbour. They have their
little services in the Sage Hall Chapel, and very of ten invife their
elderly friends to join them in their worship. The BSage Chapel is this
year also used for the esrly morning communion service conducted by Dx.
Faucett. The morning service is Chinese is as popular as ever. The
afternoon service in Hnglish is this year chaplained by Dr. Lucius Porter,

and as one might expect, it has not been dull. Dy, pPorter himself has
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preached seweral ti@.a, very fine sermons. One somewhat conservative

member of staff remérked thet he considered lir. Porter as fine a preacher

as Mr. Bentley, which from him was high praise! lir. rPorter has also

for the first time introduced the full lipiscopal service each month. This
is taken by Dr. Faucett. The choir in charge of lNrs. H. O. Wilson has been
trained to sing the responses in proper episcopal style and they do it
superbly. lr. Faucett's first sermon was quite a novel one. le explained
that for the first time in his experience, other denominations had asked
him to worship with them, wsing his own form of service. Ille seemed much
touched by this. I have so often heard that episcopaliamns are exclusive
that it was rather interesting to hear the matter put the other way round.
Miss wood has led services of worship, and lir. Nash has given us a very
interesting account of his Christian belief. DBusiness meetings are held
on occasions after the serviee, and the congregation are asked to vote

on questions of procedure. The plans for our Christmas services have not
been announced but I will send you an account of these later.

You will see by the weekly that two faculty discussion groups this
year are in full swing. These occasionally lhave joint mectings, as well
be the case thise vening. There is a movement abroad among & certain
group to protest against the government regulation for compulsory military
training for students. The Fellowship of lleconcildation have been stirred
by this and the discussion groups are meeting before possibly bringing
the matter before an open faculty meeting.

The University Council. A member of theCouncil on being asked what

the Council had been doing this autumn, humorously remmrked that their
sessions had been mostly taken up with long discussions on the new
revisions in govermment regulations which appear with startling rapidity.

After an afternoon's discussion it was usually decided not to do anything

for the present.
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Social and Visitors. Never has our campus in all its history been

wisited by sommany distinguished personages as during the past few months.
Searcely had we drawn breath after the formal opening celebrations than a
perfect flood of visitors began to pour upon us. Two very large
international conferences held in Japan recently, the Institute of Pacifiec
Relations and the World lkngineering Congress, have been largely responsible
for this. The conferences were both held about the same time and large
numbers of the delegates streamed over to China on their way homewards,
Many came with letters of introduction to mewbers of staff and were

enter tained privately. Others came in groups &s University guests. There
has been no lack of special lecturers! We have heard everyone's private
impressions of the syoto Conference, what it accomplished, what it did

not accomplish and what it shouwld have accomplished. Our engineering
friends seemed a little more reticent. Two ex-governors of Hawaii

were entertained at lunch by the University, and were joyously received

by our little Hololulu group (the wife of one, who is a menmber of the
governing ward of the University of Hawaii, wrote us afterwards a very
charming letter saying that she and her husband had been so interested

R (
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the Premier of Great Dritian made heroie efforts to inspect us. Ie Iad

in Yenching that they wished to make us a little gift). The songogw

been out in the Vestern Hills and hig chauffeur took him all the way

back to Peping before he could be persuaded to turn around and bring him

out agein to Yenching. After so%iﬂgelay at the gate ~~our gateman in
ot (Pel <

his zeal to keep out the heypitey invariably pickﬁs upon our distinguished

guests as being the most suspicious in appearance =-~he found himself

at the President's House and having interviewed a guest who was unable

to talk to the chauffeur in Chinese, nothing daunted, finally arrived
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at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Barbour in the Tung Ta Ti. Mrs. Barbq?r who
was bathing the baby descended to find the son of Ramsay/éﬁ the doorstep.
His note accepting our invitation to visit us arrived next morning!
Perhaps the visitors we enjoyed most were a group of some thirty odd
members of the Engineering Coﬁgress, including wives and daughters. They
were traveling in charge of the American Ixpress and having spent all day
and a very cold and windy ome, inspecting the Summer Palace and the
Western Hills arrived, cold, hungry amnd tired at teatime at the President's
House, to be greeted with a royal welcome from the Social Committee. They
delighted in the homemade cakes and sandwiches after hotel fare. They
were tremendously keen on inspecting us and showed a most 1ntelligent 5
interest in all they saw. One elderly lady who was being escorté& by/i:,\“l
member of staff to see the Women's College said casually, "How much does
i1t cost to put up ome of these buildings? I think I should like to give
one"., The member of staff having no head for figures was quite unable

to supply the data for this startling proposal. However, at the tea

ghe was introduced to the treasurer and had a long talk with him, and
ascording to his report, she was also interested in the cost of
establishing a School of Englneering. Let us hope that this "bread upon
the waters", will have its return. We heard most pleasant things about
our own delegates.to the conference. Dr. P.C. Hsu has been spoken of by
many as having made a very favorable impression. Dr. Shuhsi Hsu's
speeches on the Manchurian question have been referred to as very brillianmt
if somewhat provocative. Dr., P.C. Hsu has come back with the very
interesting proposal that an exchange professorship should be established

with the theological faculty of Doshisha University in Kyoto. ©Such a one

has already been established between S¢. Jom's University in Shanghal

and St. Paul's in Tokyo, financed by Japanese Boxer Indemmity funds.
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Two large round-the-world tours are expected in January. e are
now on the list apparently of the "sights of Peping's In fact the officers
in Baghford are urging the General Faculty ixecutive to vote a small fund
sufficient to keep a self~help student regularly available for escorting
teurists arcund the campus, so much of our time has been tuken up recently
in Bhis service,

Lecturers. You may gather from the preceding paragraphs that we have
not lacked for special leeturers. Iir. Barbour, chairman c¢f the University
Lecture Committee little Xmew the arduous nature o¢f his duties when he so
lightly assumed them at the presessional conference., e have had
Professor A.J. Toynbee of London University, iir. Cummings of the
Seeretarist of tie League of Wations, Dr. Boudreau of the Health Section
of the Teague, Dr. S.K, Datta of Caloutta, Professor Park of Chicago
University, ete. etec. We had a very interesting visit from Canon itreeter,
the great nglish theologian on his way back from Kyoto. He spemt four
days at the University, held four open lectures on icience and Religion
attended each time by about one hundred students and faoulty, and many
little discussion groups with members of staff, His lectures in Peping
were very popular, about five hundred students attending each time. He
looked the real Girord don, tall and gaunt, with long white beard, and
many mannerisms. His lecstures are to be translated intc Chinege and
published in the "Truth and Tife", It is hoped also that they way be
available in "nglish for many who heard him would like to read and ponder
upon what he said,

Athletica. There is little need to¢ commend on athleties, for there
was a very fine report by Mr. Wee of hig plans for this year in the weekly

recently. The llen's Gymmasium is this year quite a social centre and is
much used by the

men students, Ping-pong tables have been get up and hand

o |1
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ball courts, and students flock there in the afternoons and evenings., We
still ballly need a Student Union where they can assemble for other social
purposes.The old Coop S5tore and its attendant group of buildings has
disappeared forever from the scene. The Store is now located inside the

Power House wall and is entered just inside the Chengfu gate., Mr. Wee

has now designs upon the much fought over piece of ground occupied first

by the Agricultural Department, and now being used by the Practice Sehools
of the Department of Nducation. 4 special committee has been sitting on
the olaims of the athletbs to this seetion of our campus, and the matter
now goes to the Council to give them something to dos. To the consternation
of the Women's College Mr. Wee advocates an athletic field tc be used in
common by both men and women! He is now working on the organization
of a football team composed of both Tsing Hua and Yenching students
%o challenge Tientsin, Thus he hopes t¢ bury the hatchet.

Miss MoGowen, cur new athletic instructor in the VWomen's College,
is very emthusiastic about her work with the girls. In Sage Auditorium
pending the completion ¢f the VWomen's Gymmasium, on Morday and Friday
afternoons from 4:30 to 5:30 Chinese co-@ds may be seen learning the
folk dances of other nations, and thus assisting cultwral contacts so
much talked about just now. When I asked a member of the Women's College
Just now what problems are being discussed this year in their faoulty
meetings she assured me she main problem up before them at present was
that of mixed dancing, and such delicate matters as to whether the women
students should be allowed to dance in the Men's gymnasium, ete, Feminine
indeed are the Yenching eo-eds, if one may Judge from the story told by
Migss lMoGowen recently. She had some difficulty in encouraging her pupils
to do some very necessary, though uninteresting exercises for flat feet.

But when the ladies in question were told that certain young Poreign
bachelors on the staff had commented on the fact that some Chinese girlsg
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walk badly and have ugly feet, there has been no lack of zeal on the part

of the said ladies to correct this defect. DIramedics

| Dramatics. The "Je Nao" is going forward this year on its own
m&mentum. There is no lack of enthusiasm. The Christmas program has now
become a time-honored custom, and this year, as so much time was taken
up with this matter in the regular meetings last autumm, the matter was
put into the hands of iliss Boynton md Mrs. Shadick with power, On Friday
next a little Christmas fantasy for children writtem by Miss Boynton,
will be given in the afternmon, and on Saturday evening two plays,
"Something to Talk about”, which depicts an amusing scene with a burglar
in an inglish country house on Christmus Eve, followed by some scenes
from Sheridan will be given. I will try to send you a copy of liiss
Boynton's play. |

The students under the leadership of Viector C,Y. Chou have organiged

a Varsity fnglish Dramatic Society, and after several meetings with
faculty advisers (all members of the Je Nao) they have decide& to prepare
for a performance in the spring which will satisfy their lomg-cherished
desire to appear on the stage in Peping. Tryouts for three plays which
have been seleoted willlbe held in the Auditorium next Tuesday. A very
fine performance was given some weeks ago by the Chinese Student Dramatie
Joeiety. ‘nthusiastic members of staff who were present declare that it
equalled the performances of Mei-lan-fange. OCne dramatic episcde, is

related vhich was apparently not anticipated. The villian in one plece,
fiercely painted and "bezutiful with bamers”, after mueh heroic and
splendid gemture, seated himself on a ohalr with such a flourish that
his elaborate headdress bounced from his head and rolled upon the floor.
Book Club. Those of you who faithfully read the pages of the
weekly will have seen the noble efforts of irs. Maxwell Stégit this

autumn to start a Book Club. This has received enthusqastic support
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of some twenty members. It is to be run something on the order of the one
which has been in operation for a good many years in the P.U.M.C. The
books will be selected by a committee from lists sent in by the members.
Two book clubs of the month have been suberibed to, some fif teen books

are being ordered for this year, and members are loaning from their
private libraries until the club book shelves are well filled. As book
reviews are most misleading, the said committee would mush appreciate
knowing of any new books which any of you might think appropriate for the
use of the elub. The books will be kept in shelves in the main Library.
Their ultimte disposal is not yet decided, though & number of the mewmbers
would like to see them turned into the general use of the Library after
two years, &s is the procedure I believe in the P.U.M.C.

The Riding Clube. This club is also a new venture this year, and

so far has been most successful, so much so that an order has had to

be issued that "Daisgy" a docile crﬁayure eagerly sought by the bveginners,
shall not go out more than onge eachfﬁgg much is she in demand among our
more timid members. There are four ponies in the club, and they are very
comfortably housed by the permission of Prince Tsai Tao in some of the
pld bulldings just outside the inner east gate of the lang Jun Yuan. A
fall of snow which has been coming down for the past few days and has
covered our campus and the western hills, is giving the ponies a rest at
the moment!

Landscaping. This activity is at a standstill Hlor the present, but
will begin active operations again in the spring. Mr. Parr is now holding
the posgition of kxecutive Becretary with an office in Bashford. The little
pine trees which were put out in such numbers last summer after the rains

are now all carefully sheltered from the cold north winds behind rush

screens which add quite a rustic note to our appearance.
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Personnel. lirs. Frame and liiss Mills are still away on their tour of
1n§pection of schools in the south. They have completed their tour safely
in spite of the war, and are now in thenghai waiting for a boat which will
bring them home in time for Christmas. MNr. Tsao I is away this month
visiting our groups of alumni in adjacent puarts of the country. He also
expects to return for Christmas. MNMr. Tsai (Staphen\went off to Shanghail
last bsaturday accompanying his father who has becn ;pending some months
with him at Yenghing. le also hopefully expects to return for Christmas.
Dr. T. Ts Lew who was to go to Shanghal to represent the Chancellor at the
Fiftieth Anniversury celebration of St. John's University, hagé to postpone
his trip at the last moment. He was arranging to leave just a bout the time
the railway line between herec and Shanghai was broken, his only alternative
being to catch a boat at Tsingtao. Railway facilities between Tsinan and
Tgingtao were ut that time too uncertain. You will all be interested to
hear that ¥r. P.C. Hsu bhas been chosen as one of the four scholars from
China, Great Britain, Germany and the U.5.A. to spend a year in Geneva
studying problems in preparation for the Y.ii.C.A. conference to be held
in Cleveland inthe near futupbe. PFermission to release him for next year
has been given. lir. de Vargas has been invited to lecture in Harvard
University next year under the Harvard-Yenching Foundation. This matter
has not yet been finally settled pending a further cable from Harvard but
as the de Vargas are ue their sabbatical year beginning next summer, it
is quite probable thet they will spend part of it at Cambridge. We are
hoping that ir. and Mrs. Fetter of Princeton will spend next semester at
Yenching. Jlir. Fetter has been with the Kemmerer Commigsion in Shanghai and
Nanking and would come as Visiting professor to the Department of lconomics.
You will all understand that many of these matters are more or less
confidential at least at this writing. Ulr. Groff of the Department of

dournalism on his return from the P.U.M.C. joined lir. Wee in the rresident's
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House., lirs. wee is still in the south. There seems little news from the
Women's College. liiss Wood is this year living in one of the dormitories.
Three new menbers are in the Dean's Residence, liss Gertrude VWood, liss
Veghte and lliss licGowen. A new secretary is expected in two month's time
for the Harvard-Yenching Ingtitute, who has been aciing ds gecretary-
librarian to the Slavie Department of Harvard University. Her name is lMiss

Grounds and Buildings. The new vomen's College Residence situated in
the south compound is now (one half) finished and is occupied by llisses
Speer, Gtahl, Mills and Chen I. The old de Tscharner house, Xo. 9, beyond
the Ritters ms just been purchased by the University. The work on the
Women's College Gymnasium is going forward rapidly, and it is expected
that it can be used by next summer. Tue Men's Dormitory will be ready
for occupation, so I am told, in the spring, and the ¥darner Gymnasium
completed next fall. The len's Athletic I'ield behind the gymnasium
is now being cleared and should be in proper slrpe with its running track
early next spring. The land immediately south of Or., Galt's residence
has been purchased and will be used for the future residence of ir. and
Mrs. Nagh. Negotiations with President Hsu' for the purchase of the
Tien Pei Yuan are at a deadlock. Fresident Hsu's latest decision is that
ha has definitely decided not to sell. This is a disappointment to the
Gchool of Heligion. The Luce Pavilion, one of the most picturesque of our
smaller buildings is now in constant use by our students. It is used for
group mectings in something the same way as the rresident's House, and can
accomnodate about fifty students. It was used for the first time two weeks
ago for & retreat of two days held by the faculty of the fchool of Heligion
for their studénts and graduates now working near and in Peping. OCome eight
or nine of the latter attended and it was felt Wy all to have been a very

great success.
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Today I am sending you the speeches that were made on the Tuesday
ai'ternoon of our forml opening. Although they are somewhat belated,
owing to the fact that the member of staff who made notes on them, lost
his notes, for some time, yet I thought you would be interested in reading
them, especially the Chinesg speeches.

You will also find in the packet a little monthly publication which
is to be issued by the Department of Sociology.

e are sending today to the New York Office the large group picture
taken on the Tuesday afternoon of the formal opening with all the
dignitaries assembled for the academic procession before entering Bashford.
Any of you whe are interested in seeing how we and our dis tinguished guests
looked on that historie ogccasgion, mary see us in all our glory in the
office.

Hoping that you lave all had a Vvery happy Christmas, and wishing

you all a very happy New Year,

Yours,

"The Hditor'.




Yenching University

January 13, 1930.

Dear "Absentees"s

We all hope that you have had the very happiest Christmas possible.
As I spent most of it in bed with Flu and know only from heresay of all
the pleasant events that were going on, you are fortunate in having
arrabler pens than mine to tell you of our Christmas here on the
campus.
"Yenching's Christmas weather came a little early. A fine fall of snow
about a week before the 25th turned the campus into a white wonderland.
Skating and riding had to be suspended, but there was a fine effect of
green wreaths under snowy roofs, and the President's House was decorated
within an inch of its life, and boasted the tallest Christmas tree on
campus with real colored electric lights. Rumor hath it that the merry
married man in residence there, prepared hanging mistletoe, but that the
bashful bachelor, who is his house-mate, nervously negatived the idea.
(The alliteration in this last sentence requests your applause) The
Social Committee also tells us that on seventeen nights in December the
President 's house was used for entertainments of one kind or another.
The snow was a little dusty by the time the festive season was really
upon us, but then we wéré all so optimistic that its pristine purity
was preserved in our own minds and we all said "Perfect Christmas
weather®. Probably the first of the Christmas events was the little
play abdut the Doll's Dressmaker which the Je Nao presented on the
Friday afternoon before Christmas to Yenching Children. Papas and
mammas, and spinster and bachelor well wishers had all turned to but
a helping hand to amuse our younger members, but the one who really

made the fun of the afternoon possible was "Auntie Hildy" beloved
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of all little people in Yenching; she was chief coach and costumer,
and contriver of ways out of all difficulties. The little play is
included herewith and absentees can imagine the thrill Jiggﬁﬂ)a very

appealing goéd chihy{ ithyhad In acting in the same play with her papa-

and the abandon with which H. C. Chang played the impat%ﬁént Jack=-in-the
Box, and the skill with which Lucius, painted a most ferocious blue, did

a dance a8 Russian doll which would electrify the most energetic

Muscovite. Parents and nurses were siﬂﬂ§"sequestered in the back of

the room, and a crowd of children occupied the fronts seats. Grace

Smith told the story of the play in Chinese for those who didn't under-
stand English, and from the attention and glee of the Chinese children,

one would judge that they followed it all. The account would be imcomplete
without respectful admiration of Iafg Mead junior in his office &s collector
of tickets.

The next evening the Je Nao entertained the grow-ups. Various dinner

parties preceded the hour of the performance, and Sage Auditorium had a
pleasant suggestion of family convivialitwés the audience arrived.
The program included scenes from "The school for Scandal® and delicious
farce with a Christmas Burglar motif called "Something to talk aboutM.
Great credit for the acquisition of lsth;cenfury costumes andgii%sgoes to
lirs. Harold Shadick who managed toewdbech the very creditable array of the
beaux and the single lady out of the bewildered but obedient corperation
of a Chinese tailor.

The next day, Sunday, brought the Christmas services. Both chapels
were brave with Christmas greens, and Ninde Hall had a beautiful gold
star hung against the blue curtain behind the altar. The morning service
was crowded and was remarkable for its Christmas music. The afternoon,
the children gave a beautiful pageant of the nétivity in the time reverence

and spirit of worship which belonged to the days when such reprasentations
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were coﬁmon in church chansgels.

Christmas Sunday night the whole community had & rare privilege in
hearing gel&tions from "The Megsiah" given by the choyvus. Miss Stahl at
the piano and Mr. Barbour at the organ in the balcony of the auditorium
recreated the beauty of the familiar themes. The soloisﬂwere Mrs. Wilson,
Mrs. Wiant, Mr. Shadick and Dr. Faucett, and the chorus gave a splendid
account of its careful work. Dr. I. C. Chao read the parts which were
not sung. The audience numbering hundreds of students listened with
reverent appreciation, and as one looked about at their serious attention,
one marvelled that this could be in China.

Monday and Tuesday, classes were taught as usual, but a holiday feeling
was abroad and Tuesday evening at five, we went joyously to the Candle
Service in Ninde chapel, The chodr came in bearing lights which were set
in order upon the altar, and candles stood at the sides of the chapel on
window sills. This was the only light as we listened again to the
Christmas story and heard again the Christmas hynms.

There was high glee all owercampus that night- in dormitories and
in faculty homes. At nine o'clock the Christmas carolling started, aml
bands of singers with violin and guitar went all over the compounds
to sing to us. They got home, we hear, some~whe re around two in the
morning.

The community meeting on the Day itself was at morning service at
half past twas Yenching certeinly went to church with great assiduity
during the Christmas season, and the attendance on Christmas Day morning
was the largest of all. Benches over flowed, people sBgueaked into the
gallery, faces beamed, students and teachers squeezed into congegted
places, and after worship the "Merry Christm&éa were fast and furious.

The Yen Ta Fellowship had its student entertainment on Monday night,

and its good time for servants and workmen on the previous Sunday evening,
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Neither program was exactly ideal, but each year seems to make progress
in the direction of more fun and less confusion., A very able committee
(composed of C.W, Parr, C.F. Chou and K.A.,Wee) was at work on Faculty
entertaimment of students, and the parties were as numerous and as gay as
ever., The teachers were encouraged in their of fer of hospitality by the
appreclation of their guests. This year no student was asked to a house
where he was not personally known by his host. We were told that a
student who had felt rather lonely and "out of it" last year, became a
most enthusiastically loyal member of the University because he said,
"Every single student was asked to a teacher's home at Christmaes time."
A1l Christmss Day Mr. Wee and a group of well-selected hosts and hostesses
kept open house in the President's residence on the hill, and students
streamed in and out as they chose; Kung Ch'angs and schools for the poor
had their jollifications too, and no part of our group was without some
experience of Christmas open-heartedness.

Lveepyone was thankful to the Government for permidtting a two day
holiday in honor of the Founders, which with us was the 25th and 26, and
then for ordering a holiday in New Year week., New Year's Day saw us all
gather in the President's house to make our bows %o Chancel lor Wu, and that
night the Student Government Association celebrated with an enterta inme nt
which wes enough to wear out Hercules and to wake the dead, but which
afforded a proper conclusion to the holiday doings."

G.M.B,

Chinese Dramatics at Christmas Time

"The University has seen many dramatic productions, from benefit performances
by Mei Lan-fang, China's foremost fehmale impersonator, to amateur attempts of
Western style plays by faculty and student groups. But seldom has Bashford

auditorium been filled to capacity as on the evening of December 30, when

UU2 T



-5—

the University Chinese Classical Yramatic Club presented its second pro-
duction within a month. If anyone should want definite evidence that acting
is almost second nature with a Chinese, no better proof could be produced
than to witness the performance presented that eveninge

It was a revelstion to find representatives from of fice and library
staffs and from the different colleges, proudly strutting as emperors or
great military heroes; or, yet again, demurely stepping into an imaginary
room as a dutiful daughter-in=law. I said colleges, all except the Women's
College, as the maidens who sang so perfectly in falsetto, were all men,
following the ancient Chinese tradition that only men should take the
women's roles. The illusion produced by make-up, costume, ( my, what slender
walsts!) and voice was so perfect that even one's own students could not be
recogndzed.

Portions of Bour plays were produced: "The Fate of the General", "Summer

Snow", "In the Wu Lung Yuen", and "Mhe Wonderful Pearl". As is usual in a

Chinese theatrical entertainment, the very best in point of play, song and
actor, is reserved for the end. So, to cap this entertainment a complete
play, with an all-star cast, was presented, entitled: "The Romance of the
Heppy Couple."

You, who are far away from us here, when you thikk of old Peping, often
have a dream-picture of a Chinese romance. We are only sorry that you could
not have been with us to get the thrill of this last play, which ceme as a
glomious climax to the entertainment provided by the students to celebrate
the New Year.

After admiring the sureness of the actors in theilr conventional gestures
whether in a martial scemne or a quiet one by a lotus pond; and moreoyee,
delightfully pleased at the beauty, variety and ep propriateness of the
costumes; then finally sensing the enthusiasm of the students around you
in she exquisite lyrical passages so correctly sung,--after all this I say=-=

you ask some questions as to the producer and number of rehearsals necessary
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for such a finadhed performance, you receive in answer that it was a well-
known professional actor who coached, giving from four to around ten
rehearsals for the different scenes, you are indeed astounded and are ready
to agree with the statement in the introduction to the program, "the t this
performance should convince everybody of the younger generation's able
fulfillment of its responsibility with others to preserve the anclent culture

of China."
G.Loe

..'..'.Q.....'.l...'l"..O......

Christmas in the Presidentts House

With a gayly lighted Christmas tree spreading its colors around the room
and with streamers drooping lazily overhead, the President's House presented
a colorful setting for entertainments of a Christmassy nature during the
festive season just passed. The occupants of the house decorated the large
gitting room and the dining room almost two wecks before Christmas, with
gey, red and green streamers, radiating from the six lanterns and from the
corners of the room to the caater of the ceiling from which point a large
bell was swung. Wreashs hung in the windows, and a huge tree that towered

to the ceiling was placed near the north door of the large toom. This bore

the many colored lightskresented by guests of the house last year, Dr. aud

Mrs, Corwin. During the evenings the tree was lighted and from the paths
leading around the lake, as well as from the island, the multicolored
lights could be seen spreading forth their spritt of Christmas.

The house proved a most popular place during the week preceding the 25th
of December, and the ten days following, in so far an an advantageous place
for giving entertainments and dinners was concerned., Hardly a day passed
but that some group was not oceupying the house. Among the enterta inments
given during the season of Christmas were: Football dinner given to the

members of the football team by their coach, Mr, Huang Hsien-ju; a farewell
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dinner given in honor of Miss Hymens of Tsing Hua University by a small
group of students, and sponsored by lr. and lrs, C.,F. Chou; a breakfast
given to the members of the advertising cla:rs in Journalism by their
instructor; a Harvard-Yenching dinner; a dinner given to the Leather Tamning
students; a dinner given by the Directors o the Student Wlelfare Division
with C.F. Chou as host; a Christmas dinner given by the occupants of the
house; and a Chinese feast given for the entertainment committce of the
Yenching-Nankdi get-together, during the latter's visit on the campus.
Several teas were given, amd the house was used to receive the members of the
Nankai athletic teams before the banquet given in their honor in Sage Hall.
Probably the largest group ever entertained in the President's House was on
Christmas Eve when a few short of a hundred students gathered at the housé
to celebrate the occasion. Games were played in which the whole group was
able to take part, after which refreshments were served, Before the group

departed to break up into various units to tour the campus and compounds to

sing Christmas carols, the entire body took part in a ‘hunt for two presents

which were left at the house Dby Santa Claus. The occupants of the house,
lMessrs., Samuel D, Groff and K.A, Wee were hosts, and the residents o the
Deanery, lMisses Adeline Veghte, larguerite lMcGowen and Gertrude Wood acted as

hostesses. "
"The Bashful Bachelor"',

...0‘.l........'..."..l......l.'...

CHRISTMAS FOR THE POOR

"The Christmas Entertainment given by the Social Service Department of
Yenching Christien Fellowsiip, was held for both the servants of the
University and the country people who live nearby or in the villages around
Haitien, within two miles. The chief purpose of this entertainment was to
share our happiness to those who do not know Jesus at Christmas tire and W

promote education., There were about 1500 people attending this entertainmernt
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although we had tickets to limit the coming. The programs were not very
leng, but were given by different groups of peopk . Two plays wh ich
signified the importance of education were given by the members of the Social
Service Department, and songs were given by some women students, ILspecially
interesting were the two Chinese operas given by the servants of the
Unive reity. The entertainment lasted three hours. The country peopk were
contented with it, and the servan$s enjoyed it especially, for they had
taken a part in it."

A student contributor.

Christmas for the Sunday Schools

are ”
Thereayight Sunday Schools of the Yenta Christian +ellowship which

are scattered about in the three villages adjacent to the ca?pus. Each
Sunday morning the student teachers go out to these differeﬂézngcarry their
message, The children of the different ~unday Schools, seldom have a chance
to meet together. It has become a tradition that every year during the
Christmas season, the teachers plan a big party for all the Sunday School
children to meet together to celebrate Christmas. This party has al ways
been held at Yenching for this is the only place where a room can be found
whioh is large enough to hold all these childrem, for the number is about
four hundred altogether. The party this year was plenned about a month
before Christmas and it was held on VYecember 25. The program cémmittee
announced the events well in advance to the individual teacherzﬁfeach
Sunday School group had a part in the program. For some wecks in asdvame
the children were busy learning two Christmas hymns and Bible verses

which weme sung and recited altogether during the part of the program vich
was a serviee of worship. The children carried home paper bags of feudt,
cakes and candy and a small gift, the Fellowship supplying the money for

these. <The children enjoyed themselves very much and after it was all

over they had a picture taken,

E,

A gtudent contributor




w0

In order that you may be assuged that we are not given over entirely
to frivolity, you will find in this ®udget of news a collection of Council
Minutes, together with the Regulations of the Ministry of Education. You
will see from the Coumcil Minutes that this English translation is not an
official document, the translating work having been done in our own
Registrar's Office for the convenience of those of us wio do not read
Chinesee

I mentioned in my last letter some agitation in faculty circles over
the regulation which ealls for compulsory military edueatien training.

A number of meetings were held by the faculty and the matter was discussed
at the compound suppers. You will see from the Council Minutes the final
action that was taken there. Some of our Chinese Qolleagues wisely pointed
out that a protest from a foreign Christian university might do more harm
than good, and one mentioned that not so long ago, duri ng the latter years
of the Great War, he had searched the city of New York in vain to find a
pulpit that denounced war. FPerhaps as we are so newly registered under the
government it is a 1ittle early to begin an agitation of this kinde

You will be sorry to hear of the serious illness of two of our members
of staff. Dr. Ch'en Tsai Hsin has been threatened with lung trouble vhich
he thinks he contracted during his stay in London last year, when the
weather was.unusually severe, and has been ordered by the doctors to take
possible a year's complete reste Mr, Bergeirfitelle, the = w member this
year of our Department of European Languages, has been in the P.U.lL.C.
for nearly two months running a temperature the cause for which was &
mystery to all concerned. The verdict yesterday was that a streptococcus
germ had been discovered, and that even 1if he pulls through, 1% will be

a long time before he will be fit for work againe

)
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Happening to meet the acting head of the Agricultural fxperiment
Station on campus two days ago, I asked him how things were going in
his part of the world. He tells me that the whole ctaff is very busy Just
now conducting the three weeks course for farmers, wiich is apparently
proving a great success. Twenty-four candidates were received, the only
entrance requirements being that they should be able %o read and write.
They have come in from the surrounding villages, each one paying the large
sum of #3.,00 for the entire course, including their board and lodging,
vhieh is furnished in the Yen Nung Yuan. They are apparently very keen
students and are entering with great enthusiasm into the sixteen courses
that are offered. "he group inel used one veteran of £ifty-sixe

The Yenchinian committee is very active this week, and a photogrep her
in Sage Hall is being kept busy takdng individual portraits, and groups
of all varieties, for the isgue of 1929-30. The Yenchinian for 1928-29
appeared some weeks ago and we hape that all of you who duly subseribed
have received your copies!

The new sub-committee of the Social Committee which this year is to
arrange entertainments in the President's House for purposes of
conviviality and good fellowship among the faculty (not teas) announced
this morning that the first party will be held a week from Saturday.

We hear rumors of bridge, but although there have been & few hints from
some of our younger members of staff for dances, the social commit tee
has ordained that not during the absence of the master of the house can
these be initiated.

The faculty are rejoicing ovar "last classes" being held today.

On Monday, examinations begin, and then comes vacétion. The weather has
been so extraordinaripy cold that we have not yet heard of any trips to
the hills. It is hard enough to keep warm at home, Great drifts of snow

have been lying in the hollows of the Western Hills unmelted for over a
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The Athletic Departme nt has this year been carrying on nobly with a very
inadequate budget. It has become almost an object of charity, and although
it has our deepest sympathy in its distress, it is almost impossible to
find money to relieve the situation. If gmy of you have athletically-minded
friends who have money to give away, there is no place here where it could be
better spent at the moment.

Those of you who are members of the “Je Nao" will be interested to know
that our order of plays has arrived from llew York, and thatamong the some
fifteen or twenty there are very few 'duds". This was rather good guess ng,
for ordering from a catalogue is mere“speculation. The committee in charge
of the spring performance has now sore thing to work on. I am sorry you could
not have been with us last night at 11 Lang Jun Yuan, when Bernard Shaw's
"Catherine the Great" was vnroduced in full costume and in a wonderfully
spirited manner. The cast included Mr. and Mrs, Porter, Mr. and Mrs.
Shadick and Mr. and Mrs. Mead.

I should like to add that the children's play written fa Christmas
at Yenching is from the pen of Mic s Boynton. I see that she has modestly
omitted her name.,

With all good wishes, and do let us heer from you some time, SO that
we may all know what you are doing with your&delves this winter,

"The Editor",
P, S. You are asked to excuse the very podr typing of this letter. The
Chinese copyiat has evidently found some difficulty in deciphering faculty

handwriting.

TEL
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Dear Absenteens £ |

I am reninded on looking «t my calendar thet it is some little time
since you hade had a budget of news. Alas! the Journalism vepartment has
not yet felt itself able to take over the pleasant tuask of "spreading the
news", B0 once ﬁuuiu you will hear from me., You will, however, find in
the packet some bits of students news se&t down by lir. Hin wong's clasg in
Journalism, which have been speclally written for your consumption.

The yeor has been progressing smmthly as far as one can judge. During
the winter vacation there was some slight agitation in administrative cir-
cles due to a sudden interest evinced by the government in posscible poli=-
tical agitators inm our midst, which showed itsell in the arrival of officers
of the law at our gates who desired to interview cgertain gtuduuts, However,
the said students having "goune to tovm for the weekend", the gesture ended
at that and our fears died awﬁy.

The Changellor's Offigce reports that regulutions and changes initiated

by the government are being slowly and carefully introduced, and that since
the New Year there is little to report in the way of radicsl change. The
burning question of compulsory militauary drill has been shelved for the
year, but it is expected thut it will have to be put into active operation
with the opening of the fall semester.

The enclosed minutes of the University Council meetings will inform

you as to what that body has been concerning itself with.

fhe Generul Faculty ixecutive sits long and faithfully dealing with the

hundred and one matters, big and small, that come up with unfailing
regularity. The minutes, by action of the committee, are now open for all
members of the faculty to peruse, but as one might expect, very few find

trie time to sit down quietly in the President's Office and read the weekly

rulings of the powers that bej posuiblq, because the President's Cfiice
(l
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is hardly the spot one would choose for quiet reading!

soclology news you will find fully written up in two issues of the

little booklet which is now being regularly issued by the Department. You

will also find a circular letter from the College of Applied Jocial Sciences.

bur Cheeldo ttudents who arrived to spend this second semester with

us after the closing of the Arts College during the strike, mention of which
you have had In my last letter, have been ﬂquéezed in wherever there was

a vacant spot in the dormitories, and in & small house rented in Chengfu
from which they hie to and from the refectories, and class rooms. There are
thirty-five men, all good students we hear.,

student velfare Committees One member of staff was overheard to Bay

recently, that in his opinion the reason for the absence of "student troubles"
this year, has been due to the splendid work of the “tudent Jelfere Committee .
The committee which in the past has come in for a good deal of' criticism,

is this year receiving some wellemerited praise. Acting on the principle

that students when not engeged in their ascademic duties, must have an

outlet for their superfluous energy, and tlet if this is not wisely guided

in the right direction, it will show itgelf in agltetions and criticisms

of an unpleasant nature, the committee has been most actively endeavoring to
find and encourage hobbies and verious outlets for the energy of those
students who are not athletically minded. At the beginning of the academic
year an interview was held with the editorial staff of the Ltudent eekly,

and the staff was urged to do its very best to discourage would-be agitators
from printing abusive cirticisms of the university administedtion and staff.
If such articles were sent in for publicution, it was suggested that an
interview with the writer and an encouragement to lodge the complaint
directly with the office or with the Dean of the Gollege concerned, might
have much better results than the old mbthod of using the Yenching Weekly

as a means of airing private grievances. The results this year have well

Justified this advice, for the paper has been freer than ever before from
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such write-ups. with an even more constructive purpose in view, the

committee has definitely set about encouraging hobbies in the off hours.

Just before the mid-year examinations, through the good offices of the

Welfure Committee, a very fine exhibition of Chinese modern paintings and
geript was held in the President's House. #r. Chi Ju “han (now with Xr.
Vel Lan-fang in America) was largely instrumental in bringing out three
expertns in the fields of landscape, animal and flower painting, lessrs.

Hu Pel-heng, dang leng-po and Lin Yen~chih. About one thousand persons
from Yenching and Tsing Hua visited the exhibit, listened to lectures and
watched the artists themselves demonstrating their methods of painting and
writing from 2:00 to 6:00 pune The students were greatly interested and
are looking forward to a second exhibition, this time of old masters, which
is belng arranged for shortly. The committee has becn much engouraged by
Dre Galt's endorsement from the sclentiiic standpoint, the encourageuent

of such hobbies being apparently the latest method practised in smerican
ingtitutions as a solution for student "troubles®. The committee hag
sponsored the organlzation of sglwdent trips in the University truck to

the vestern Hills on Jaturday afternoons. These have been most successful
and popular with the students, and the truck has been filled to overflowing
each time, the return fare being thirty cents (even at this low rate

the truck has paid for itseif and for the road taxes!) The last trip

was held on the day of the lien's Athletic meet, and was mostly composed of
ladies. They thoroughly enjoyed their climb up the old stone road back of
Plen Ssu, frisked over the highest ridges and came running down the steep
paths in the Hulmting Park in time to spend half an hour drinking tea beifore
the truck left for home. The students are beginning to organize their own
outings, and various organizations and students clubs have commandeered the
truck for all day excursions, the reservations being made through the

Welfure Committee. Photography is being encouraged both as a hobby and as




a means of self-helpj also, music, both Chinese and foreigns also Chinese
drama. The latter activity became so populer with a certain group of
students that when during the recent famine drive, after staging one very
successful performance out here the troupe prepared to repemt it in town,
the Dean of the College of Natural Sciences wag reported to have firmly
requested that the students cease their dramatic activities for the time
being. The said Dean admitted that one of the leading actors was one of
his own students, and that he was so beset by admiring fellowestudents to
appear in town, that he (the Lean) was gseriously contemplating hiding him
away in his own house so that his laboratory periods might not suffer. Ve
are happy to report that when the hint ek given, it was teken without
protesty and when we remember how keen is the urge to appear &% town among
our student actors, this is surely a very pleasant reminder that our students
are not always "bolshy" when not allowed to do what they want. The Public
PergQirmance Committee is now functioning under the wing of the ltudent
Welfare Committee. liss Boring, it may be recorded, who has always had
much at heart the interests of the former committee, is unstinted in her
praise of the present arrangement, and in the splendid assistance that

Mr. Chou Ching~fu is giving to Mr. Ma in these difficult contacts with
students.

lierging of tudent Self Government Association. You will gee from

the news items from the Journalism Department that the long-discussed union
is about to become a fact. In fact, the matter has already been approved
in principle by majority vote, it being understood that there will be

equal representation on committees; and, the constitution and other details
of organization are now being thrashed out.

vhen I asked a member of the iomen's Gollege fuculty what was their

feeling on the matter, she replied, "why not accept gracefully what you

cannot prevent happening?"
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gelf-Helps. About 90% of the 150 men and women students who applied atm

the off'ice this year have beecn given work, some temproary ,some permoenent.
Seholarships are as yct(far too few. You may be interested to hear that
during the year 1929 a sum of §$1,520.00 was loaned to students studying at
the University. The students to whom such loans have been made during
their stay with us, are paying back their loane steadily. Dluring the same
year $1,068.,11 was paid back to the office from students to whom this money
was loaned during their period of study &t Yenching. The Peppermint Farm
received & very generous donstion of G§d00 from irs. Hlair who visited us
at the time of the Formal Upeming. Twenty-five students worked steadily

on the farm during the autumn season, and the spring wrk will soon begin.
Mex. $450 was procured from the distilled oil, 60% of this money coming

to the Geb¥-lelp Bureau. About 17 additional mou of land bas been rented
this yeur in order to enlarge the farm. The Student Jervice Bureau has
also with the approvel of the G.V..ue. taken over the guiding of tourists
around the campus. ve live had frequent visits from school groups and always
have a number of visitors when round-the-world tours are in town.

The YPassing lourist. We are looking forward to a visit shortly from

1

a very enterprising group of s tudents from romona College. e Eve re-
celved frequent and lengthy letters of the intended visit, which indicate
that they are tuking this trip to the Orient much more seriously than the
usual light-hearted college graduate who drifts in and out of Pepiug on a
tour of the sast. The intention of the group i&s apparently to stay in the
dormitories, but I have not yet heard how the welfure Committee is meetling
this desire on their part. They arrive on lay let, with the intention &f
making rFeping this “centre of their study® of North China. OUnly yesterday
a letter to the President was received from a lady writing from Berkeley,
California, who is apparently organizing a tour of the Zast in connection

with the Raymond and vhitcomb Travel Bureau, asking if "you or your faculty




or students can do something for the enterteinuent of my party". A letter
from President Campbell of the University of California endorsed the pro=-
posed trip. It beginﬁ to look as if we no longer needed to devise ways
and means of luring the passing traveler (and possible donor?!) to our
gutes. The ladies in charge of the handkerchief kung-cliang open a little
stall in the ~Yeking lotel each time a tour comes to tewn,and have usually
sold from four or five hundred dollars worth of handkercehiefs. The little
pamphlets I enclose are distrivuted.

Cooperation with liddle lchools. As & result of the discusaion at

the presessional conference on the subject of our responsgivility to the
middle schools from which we draw our students, a committec has been
working most actively along this line. Mrs. Frame and iiss Nills made &
trip south before Xmas, and kr. Y.P, liei is starting off on hisg travels
with this end in view in a few days time. A few wecks ago the University
held a conference with prineipals and headmasters of senior middle schools
in Horth China. Forty representntives of these schools were present

including teachers from Taku, Tientsin and Changli.

Famine Relief Drive. You have seen no doubt references im the Weekly

Bulletin to the drive for famine relief which was recently held. The

faculty were solicited for funds and contributed $1063.00., The women's

College sent in $134.16 and the len's College $864.10, fThe students)

apparently feeling that their showing was somewhat small)decided to niake

a further effort, and with the assistunce of the .elfure Gormmittee, under-
took to raise & considerable sum of money through two Urumatic Performences.
The first performance which was held in Bashford brought in §$800. This

wag a most amazingly good performance, the most vmazing part of it being

the acting done by our own students. Their knowledge of the technique of
the stage, the freshness and vigor of their interpretation, made their

acting, to me at least, much more interesting than the more padished but
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somewls T hackneyed acting of the professionals they hed brought from town
to esuist them. VFlushed with this success they prepared to sppear in town,
but as L[ have alreedy mentioned this further affort on their part waeg not
encouraged, either by the welfure Committoe or their teachers. lNothing
daunted, they set to work to meke the performance in town a complete
gucecess, and they certoinly succeeded. They not only procured the
volunitary services of some very famous amoteurs, among them the son of Yuan
ahin kai and srince FPu Tung, but they sold every ticket in the house. The
Kai Ming thestre was crowded to the doors, people stood in the aisles,

“and krs. Helung lei-ling was reported to have said tlm t the hoxes could
' have sold for $100 insteuzd of the modest 38 that was asked for them. The
M : : | , ,

0 ﬁ”yisitlug actors generously refused to be “feusted" before the performance
et

‘owaccording to Vhinese custom, Or to have raillway fures paid for them, asking

L\L

y
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WY thet all proceeds go to famine relief. This performunce clewred ;1037.52
ff\ ' q L L)

/!

K?ﬁ and the drive ended with a grand total of $3110.98 clear profit to be

¥ biyturned over to the fomine comuittce. FPlease note that the faculty were not
0 S 1
S N . . ; i ;
nww”urged to buy tickets for the second performance &s it was considered that

.they had already done their bit, and the students worked hard selling the

At tickets to their friemds in town. About the time of the drive lr. Grover
‘\\‘r /‘

R Glark who had just returned from an inspection of the femine aree lectured

Y oos
W 1Y o " : 4 - 3 et % e
\ é&“at the University. It is by far the most terrible famine thut China has

0J

jes suffered for many years, the famine of 1920-21 having been as nothing in

comparision with this. If any of you have a chance &b hear him speak, or

to read what he hasto say, 1 advise you to do so. He spoke most highly

of the esplendid cooperation of the present government, in the work oi famine
relief, and menticned th;t whereas in 1920 about 857 of the funds came from
abroad, now about 857 are raised in China. IHe said too that there had not
been one single cuse of bandits steuling either money or grain intended for

famine purpose.
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lLectures. Mr. Barbour is certainly to be congratudated on the type
of lecturer he has brought to the University this year. The lectures halls
have been Tilled to overflowingj in some cuases many turned away from the
doors. He has not used the auditorium for these lactures, end it is quite
evident that we badly in need of & hall in size somewhere between the
auditorium and the MeBrier lLecture room for popular lectures of this kind.
when Mr. Pei, the discoverer of the speking idan", ox"anﬁﬁx“ as she is

believed to be now,canme out to lecture to usip¢0916 stood outside in the

flowerbeds, and lother lLew was seen stundinﬁ upon @ chair peering in through

the window. The bulletin has I think given you the names of most of the
lecturepes.,

Wemorisl to ur. Sun Yat Sen. Gome weeks ago we honored the memory

of this great leader. The iunday morning and evening services of that week
were memorial services fallowing the order of the gervice conducted Ry bDr.
T.T. Lew and Dr. Y.¥d Tsu on the occasion of Ul Sun's funeral. On the day
itself, Wednesday, a very large number attended the assembly in the morning.
Je also held a memorial service for our student who was killed in the
political riots in Peping. The monument which used to stund on the side
of the road leading to the President's llouse has now been moved to a little
hollow in the hill below the vomen's College Administration Building and
just south of the Library. Iir. T s Lew allowed me to send you the order
of.service for the Memoriml Service for Ur. Jun Yat Sen. 1 may say that
not only did he preach at the evening service in Yenching but in the P.U.kL.C.
in the morning.

¥usicalas Though somewhat out of date, | am enclosing the program of
the stuwlent recitsl held in the Avditorium in January. It wes certainly
& delightful evening and we no longer need to go from a sense of duty, but
to really enjoy an evening of good music. Thoseof you who left in the

early swmer will netice great changes in the Auditoriumy new éhairs; false




celling, fulse walls which now conegeal the hideous piping which used to
adorn the walls at the side of the stigejy shingng black pillars, and gaily
colored ceiling beams; and our latsest addition, our new velvet otuge cur-
taine ordered from America which nolselessly glide backand forth, as lMr.
Jimmy Chuan poetically states "like & court lady osweeping in with a train®.
We no longer feel as if we were sitting in a great droaughty bern. The
stuge looked very dignifi@ﬂ on the occansion of the recital, the performers,
mostly girls, emerging from the folds of the green curtuing in their
gorgeously colored silk gowns. ould that the masculine element at Lenching
would on occasion of this kind return to its own dignified garments. The
chaimman of the Jepartment of lusic sets & good example in this, and scens
to enjoy donning his Chinese clothes when he appaeurs upon the stage.
Landscape. iandscaping hus been golng forward with great strides
during the last few weeks. The commitiece sits regularly every lriday
morning now, and there is no lock of business to attend toy listening to

the plans mapped out by the ‘xecutive r‘ecret:ry, lr. Parry pouring over

lists of trees, shrubs, etc., making plans for the proper watering of the
& ¥ Pprop ¢

lawms, etc. Mlr, Parr is working most energetically with a double supply

of workmen during these busy months. Irees are being supplied free from
the nurseries for the open spuaces in the residence gompounds, to encoursge
the landscaping of some of these waste places. lir. larr is just at present
working on the hills in the viecinity of BDashford, and we have hopes that
our hills will soon begin to take on the appeurance of the lovely old hills
in the lLang Jun Yuan, anmd in another hundred yeurs or so that they will

be just zs beautiful.

Athletics. It would be very hard indeéd in a letter to give you any

idea cof the many activities in this field now that kir. Vee is back with
us. Ferhaps one of the most thrilling and unexpected of our successes this
winter was in the field of ice hockey. Mot only have we risen to compete

with the very best temms in North China, but the Yendiing team brought
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home in triuwmph from Tientsin the cup of the Junior League. several

of our players played for the Peking Interport team which very nearly won
the Wharton Cup. Bi Tao Yeh was heard to remark on his return from one
of the matches in town, "Why I den't have to defend Yenching any more at
the Peking Club, everyone thinks it is a wonderful place now that we have
such a good ice hockey tean”., Thus are we borne to fame on the wings of
ice hockey! Our most cutstanding players were Gordon Meiklejohn (who
played for the University cf Vigsconsin team) whe was by far the best ice
hockey player in North China this winter, the brothers Verevkin who ran
him a close second, and the two scns of the Shinese Consul in New Yark,
®mady and Airt Young. The gspring season is opening with a vengeance. Twet
Saturday afternoon an athletic meet was hald on onr new field which has
Just been put in shape, and nany and varied were the ccntests that took
place there. Baseball seems the popular sport of the moment.

fhe Je Nao. has had one of its best seasons and last Saturday for

the first time in the history of Yenching produced 1ight opera (or seaction:
of it), with two cuartettes in "The Gondoliers”, It was a great evening
and delightful to hear lirs. Wilson again in Gilbert and Sullivan, also

Mr. Bevan, who never fails %o provide the comic element. The singing was

really lovely. I hope this is only the first of more preductions of this

kind. At a previous meeting a most delicious rendering of Stephen leucock's

"Wr. 0" was given with Stephen Tsai and Mr. Sam roff, twe of our new and
most promising young astors in the leading roles. e did not imagine that
1t was pessible for lr. Tsal to assume a gountenance of such babe~like
innocence, Both these youngz people are to appear in our spring plays.
Tollowins our time-honcred eustem the spring brings with it a budding
degire to appear on the publio stage, and incidentally to replenish our

treasury. Members of the Je Nao who read this page will I am sure bhe

interested to hear what wild ideas are circulating in the minds of the
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small committee in charge of the matter. While strolling home to the

Lang Jun Yuan one afternoon to the first meeting of the above oconmittee,

a new hember who has been bursting with enthusiaasm all through the year,
suddenly said: "I have a brilliant idea. #hy shouldn't we give our
spring plays in the old garden which has a real Chinese private theutre.
I was walking in it yesterday, the one opposite cur front gate', The
idea was no sooner presented Yo the scimmittee as it sat drinking tea,
than everyone began to think it was a brilliant idea too. We Tlew to
house 11 for our precious store of plays which we have Jjust secured from
america to decide what were most suitable for such a setting and it was
ndt lons before someone shouted, "Scenes from Marco Polo™ The said Play
had been read during the winter by %.C.P. and it was a study to watch the
faces of our Chinese members cf staff especially during the scene when
the beastful Maree returns to unfold hinz great acoomplishments teo the
Great Khan. We decided that that one must be given, and a perfect liarco
iz with us this year in the person of Mr. Sam Groff, tall and debonnair,
and with a certain air of assurance., krs Jimmy Chuan is to be the Great
Khan, Wan Ying is toying with the idea of playing the princess, and lir,
Chou Ching-fu, has accepted the part of the philosopher, having a very
charming way of doing most cheerfully anything that he is asked %o do.
dr. Parr is to put on a little Irish out-of-door play, and has promiged
%o train his troupe of actors in the "brogue". ‘“hether we will have a
third play or not is not yet decidad.

Fersonneles I think I menticned in my last letter the illness of two
members of staff. You will have heard by this time of the death of Bergen
stelle, The death of one so young and full of prémine is always doubly sad,
but in thinking of him one is reminded always of the splendid courage with
which he faced the certainity of death for B0 many weeks before the end

came; and the many members of our community who went in to the funeral

UUYS




which was held in town will not forget the look upon the faces of hig
father and mother as they followed his coffin after the service, a look
that brought to mind the words c¢f the Psalmist, "Though I walk through

the valley of the shadow of death I will fear no evil for Thou art with me”,

You will be glad to hear the Dr. Ch'en Tsai Jlsin seems to be well

on the road to complete resovery. He is allowed to do some teaching in

his own courtyard, and says himself that he feels cuite well again.

New Cars. You may be interested to know that we have three new cars
on the campus now, Dr. Galt, Mr. W, W. Davis, and Mr. Holm being the proud
possessors of new ford Sedans.

With all good wishes, and hoping to hear from some of you soon of your

doings abroad.

:‘\S aver '

"The Soribe




Yonehing University
June 25, 1830,

Dear Absentees”:

Doguments of vorious kinds have been agoumulating Tor vour perusel
dur ing the past few weoeks, and now that the rush of term is over, the
graduates safely hooded and degreed and a Jjoyous group of faculty off to
Paitaiho this morning on o syecinl train, I will $ry to send you the news

of the monthe of May spd June,

Llagtion of Deans. erhape the moet lmportent svent whieh took

lage shortly hefore Comconcement was the eleotion of e Desns for the
pext two years, fhera w g oongilderable smount of Interest and speoulation
in fagulty eireles ar to who the luocky or unlueky eandidates might be,
deperding entirely upon one's porgonal evaluationm of this honour. There
was little question schout the deensihip in the School of Weligion. Dre T.C.
Chao patiently shouldered the burden agein to the sstisfaotion of sll
membars of the ochwels There weg o ome cuwestion about the progedure to be
followed in clegting or re-eleoting the lesns o e three wundersraduste
colleges., secording t0 cur ownn oconstishtion "the university shall elset

a dean of eaoch eollege”, but according to recent regulations fmm the
dinjietry of tdugsation the chanoellor has the gole right to avpoint. lHe
gracefully waived this right whish nececssiteted e¢al ling meastin g of the
three eolleges guneerned. Dy, Shuhei lsl wes re-elooted Jean

3

College of Kpplied “ooianl ~eienges with Dr., leonard Hell running him 8 o lose

; : WA 3 p i b . :
second. Dr, htnnley4wm: nlso re-slocted Yean of his ecollsge bul as e

leaves at the giomse of this scademie yoar on Purlough, it wos nocesgsry

to find sumeocne to aot for him during hie absenee. 4 very hapoy chiolige

B

war mnede In Cles Alioee Boring whose enthusiasm and adwministrative abliisy

)

are well known to ug all., Uhe 18 aporoaching this difficult job with sone
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lig :'ﬁl{img); the approval of an insuronge, ondowment and anmuity plen far stafl
members; nd firelly, the re-election of all the old o Tleers and com i ttee

members for leBU-Bl, with two new members, Dr. ~.7.

Mpee O,0, Lin, to teke the place of the two members whose

1

expire this summery, r., John Yeyes wor alaooted he new ¢hnirman
Srounds and Yuildl ngs eommitise. ¢ should 2484 a lively < lement
garious-minded sroup. Ve honr that hie o pation of the ochalr at

whigh was held shortly after ws

a ehalrman in Yenehing eould
for our grounds and bulldlinge, aven though ¥r, 'syes, when ithis honor was
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