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Summary In English

and Letters, which purposes to chronicle

the most impottant activities of the
College during the cutrent academic year, 1940-
1941, consists of eight patts; viz., (1) the organi-
zation of the College, (2) the academic policy
which has been pursued by the College and differ-
ent departments duting this academic year, (3)
changes of the teaching staff, (4) publications by
the different departments and staff members, (5)
candidates for the degree of B. A. and their thesis
subjects, (6) students activities, (7) alumni news,
and (8) new projecs for the next academic year.

The present News of the College of Arts

Organization of the College

With its nine departments, ninety odd
staff members, and three hundred and twenty
major students, the College of Arts and Letters
still maintains its position as the biggest college
in the University. Most of the responsible
positions in the College are held by their old
occupants. There are only three changes in
depastmental chairman, two of which are only
of a tempotary nature. Dr. Lucius Porter, Chair-
man of the Department of Philosophy, is on
furlough for the current academic year. Mr.
Yen Ch’un, Lecturer in Philosophy, is the Acting
Chairman of the Department. Mr, Bliss Wiant,
Chairman of the Department of Music, left the
campus with his family in March to spend his
furlough year in the United States. Miss Stabl,
Professor of Music, is acting as chairman during
his absence. The only permanent change in the

personnel of departmental chairmen is that of the
Chinese Department. Professor Kuo Shao-yu,
former Chairman of the Chinese Department,
tendeted his resignation in order to put more
time on his own research projects. His earnest
plea was favorably considered by the President
of the University and the Dean of the College.
Assistant Professor Tung P@an was thereupon
made Chaitman of the Chinese Department. The
rest of the departments are all headed by their
old chairmen. Dr. Henry H.C. Chou, who began
his deanship twelve yeats ago, continues to bene-
fit the College with his ripe experience. Thus the
College still pursues its tradition of stable organi-
zation and uninterrupted progress.

1

Academic Policy and Academic Projects

Conscious of its heavy tesponsibility at a
time when nearly all other centers of learning in
China have either been demolished or seriously
handicapped, Yenching carries on her activities
with ever increasing ardor. Realizing the folly
of astificial codrdination, especially in a college
of such a heterogeneous nature as the College
of Arts and Letters, Dean Chou, while steraly
keeping up the standard of the college, follows

;policy of allowing the different departments to

develop freely. 1In spite of the political uncet-
tainties and the difficulties of the environment,
several ‘ambitious - projects have been launched
by the different departments of the College. As

the ancient Chinese poet sang: |

;
In spite of the storm ‘
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The roostet. crows without cease.’

Only a few examples can be noted here. In
recognition of the new methods of studying the
Chinese language, the Chinese Department, sup-
ported by the Harvard-Yenching Institute, has
mapped out a training program for this important
field. Two French-trained expert linquists have
joined the staff. The foundation has thus been
laid for a very important future. The Department
of History has launched a four year program for
the promotion of the study of Western history.
A new section of Western history has been
established in the Department to train teachers
and researchers in this field. Plans are being'
made for close collaboration between the Depart-
ment of History and the Department of Western
Languages. Realizing the growing importance of
the new science of Pre-Histoty and its close
relationship with history, the Department of His-
tory has secured the setvices of an eminent authori-
ty in this field and has established a Museum
of - Pre-History. More courses and teachers in
this field will be added in the near future, and
we are looking forward to making Yenching the
training center of experts in this field. During
this year great progress has also been made in the
field of rural education by the Department of
Education. Special emphasis has been laid on
ecocomic reconstruction and the use of experi-
mental schools as centers of rural reconstruction.
The Department of Physical Education, the
youngest department of the College, has launched
a well-planned program, aiming at making
Yenching a training center for physical education
directors.

Staff Changes

This year the College has been entiched by
twenty new teachers: 1 Assistant Professor, 3,
Lectuters, 4 Instructoss, 3 Teaching Assistants,
and 9 part-time teachers. Among them are Dr.
P’ei Wen-chung, famous discoverer of the Sinan-
thropus pekingensis; Mr. Wang Ching-ju, winner of
the Stanislas Julien prize, awarded by the French
Academic des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettrse in
recognition of his researches into the Hsi Hsia

language; Mr. Sun K’ai-ti, the leading authotity
on the history of Chinese fiction, and Mr. Grimes,
a well-known musician and experienced teacher.
Among the senior professors who are on fu-
lough in the United States, Miss Grace Boynton,
Professor of English, gave several lectures on
Chinese gardens this year at Harvard University
and Dr. Lucius Porter, Professor of Philosophy,
is now lecturing on Chinese philosophy at several
colleges in America. Last September Professcr
William Hung left the campus for America to
patticipate in the annual meeting of the Board of
Trustees of the Harvard-Yenching Institute at
Cambridge. Taking advantage of her sort sojourn,
Wesleyan University, his Alma Mata, honored
him and Yenching by conferting on him the
the degree of L.L. D. by a special convocation.

Publications

In spite of the trying circumstances, research
work has been cartied on as usual. Four journals
are published in the college, edited latgely by
the staff members and advanced students of the De-
partments of Chinese, Western Languages, History
and Education. The Yenching News is edited and
supervised by the Department of Journalism. In
addition to these journals, most of the contri-
butions to The Yenching Journal of Chinese Studies,
published by the Harvard-Yenching Institute, came
from members of the Arts College. Under the
energetic leadership of Professor William Hung,
a series of Occasional Papers on Chinese studies
have been prepared by the scholars, fellows and
their advisers of the Harvard-Yenching Institute.
Of the seven numbers which have been published
so far the most interesting one is that contributed
by Professor Hung himself on The Inkslab in
Chines: Literary Tradition. A glance at the list
of the papers will show that all of them are the
works of the professors and-advanced students of .
the Arts College.

Aside from the obligation of supplying the
contents of the above journals, the professors and
their junior colleagues of the Arts College have
found time to write books and research articles
for other journals. It has been estimated that
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during the current academic year altogether sixty
odd research articles and more than a dozen
books have been written by the College of Arts
and Letters, and in addition numerous book
reviews, short essays, and lectures. Space only
allows a few titles to be noticed. Professor Jung
Keng’s two volume treatise on Ancient Chinese
Bronze Implements is the most important wotk in
this field published in China this year, and repses-
ents . the fruits of prolenged study on the
subject. Dr. Loeht’s study on Gastiglione and Dr.
Lowenthal’s book on The Religious Periodical Press
in China have already attracted wide attention. Dr.
Ch'i Ssu-ho's stout work on Contemporary Western
History has proved to be a valuable text. Miss
Cockran has revised and enlarged her text on
English Grammar and Conposition. Miss Chou
Kuo-ping’s Yen Yuan English Readers have reached
the fourth book, with a fifth book in preparation.
Professor Chang Tung-sun’s treatise on Knowledge
and Culture (an English version of which has
been prepated by Mr. Sung Ch’i) and Professor
Kuo Shac-yu’s second volume of his well-known
History of Chinese Literary Criticisie will be soon
off the press. ;

Candidates for B.A. and Honor Students

This year the Arts College has fifty-one
candidates for the Degree of Bachelor of Atts.
Four of them, Mr. Wu Hsing-Hua, Mr. Sung

Ch’i, Miss Chu Chang, and M. Wang Ho have
been elected to the Phi Tau Phi Scholastic Honor'

Society.

Plans for the Next Year

As the end of this academic year is rapidly
apptoaching, plans have laid for the next acade-
mic year. At the last College Meerting held on
the 26th of April, it was decided that more
College Meetings will be held next year in order to
further the close codperation among the different
departments, to attain a more uniform standard,
and to consolidate the cusricula of the different
departments. Several department have submit-
ted their plans for the next year to the Dean of
the College. The Chinese Department will try
to reduce the number of part-time teachers and
eliminate certain unimportant cousses in order
to give the students more chance to take correla-
ted courses in other departments. The Depart-
ment of Western Languages will offer its impor-
tant major courses every year instead of in
alternate years on account of the increased enrol-
ment of major students. The Department of
Physical Education will open a Departmental
Library at the Boyed Gympasium. In addition
to these plans, several new courses will be offered
by the, different departments and some new
teachers will be join the teaching staff.
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