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President J. Leighton Stuart
Yenching University

Peking, China
Dear Dre. Stuarts

A few woeks ago a young man named Wright Babcock was in to see me about
the possibility of attending school at Yenching University. The conditions are
somewhat unusual in that his father expects to go to Peking this summer and
wishes to take the boy with hime He is just finishing his work at Putney School, ,
in Putney, Vermont, and we have received a regular application and transoript
from the offioial at the Putney School in charge of college admissions. These
I am enclosing.

The question has arisen as to whether it will be necessary for him to
take College Board examinations., Before plamning to.come to China, his inten-
tion had been to enter a college in Amerioa which did not require these exsmina-
tionse He has, therefore, not followed the courses designed for the College
Boardse I have advised him and his faculty advisor that it will be muoh better
to take the College Board examinations, but that I am passing this question on

to you in oase there is any other possible way of completing his appliocation.
If the College Board examinations are taken, the subjeots which have been sug-
gested by his faculty advisor are English, German, History B, and Chemistry.

As I met the boy, he seemed to be a typical Ameriocan preparatory sehool
boye I do not think that he is unusual in his scholastic ability, and if it
were a ocase of his wanting to go to Peking aloms, rather than being taken there
by his father who will be making a home in North China, I would not think that
his application should receive favorable consideration. The faot that he will
be with his father makes the application of a slightly different nature.

I have not been direotly in touch with the father as to Just what he
expects to do in Peking. He is by profession an engineer, but my impression is
that he has beoome interested in some amall mission. There is, of course, a
question as to whether he will be able to get passports when the time oomes,

I will appreciate an answer from you regarding this application based
upon the uncertain probability of Mr. Babeoock and his son getting out to Peking
this sumner.

Sincerely yours,

Assistant Secretary
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My, Eric ¥. North
American Bible Society
Park Avenue % 57th Street
New York, N. Ye

My dear Erics

filliam Hung has shown me copies of his letters to Dr.
Elisseef! and yourselfs, We had already conferred on these matters
and I am in hearty approval.

The same applies to the preparation of statements of our
use of the "restricted fund" for the last fiscel year and for the
present one. MNow that the principle that this does not have to be
spent actually on Chinese studies is completely recognized, I have
not the slightest objection to sending reports of the use we make
of this funde I hope that this will always be studied, however, in
relation to other sources of income for the units concernede.

There is another matter which has been very much on my mind
for some years. This 1s the retention of Vr. Barber on the HYI Board
as one of our representatives as well as on our own University Board
of Trustees. Villiam reported that he talked fully with you about
this matter and both you and Garside agreed in the desirability of a
change. Assuming that this is the case, I recognize the embarrassment
to Carside in taking the initietive in this matter. I should be per=
sonally very grateful, therefore, if you could find it possible before
the annual meeting to take whatever steps seem appropriate to this end.

Almost from the beginning of his service on the TYI Board
I have felt that his presence was at least of no benefit to us in a
situation heavily weighted already in favor of larvard and exceedingly
delicate. MHis presence on our own Board is of less comsequence ale
though the unfortunate episode over Chinese loans involving C. T. Vang
and Teonard Tsfl strongly accentuated my earlier misgivings.

I should be most happy if Mr. A. V. Davis could be appointed
as one of our representatives on the HYI Poard and could be persuaded
to accepte It would seem a most fitting eonclusion to his long associa=
tion with all Estate donations.

Let me assure you once more what a comffort it is to have so
devoted and ocapable a friend working on our behalf.

Very sincerely yours,

JLS sh

c¢ Dy, Garside
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Dr. F. K. Righter

Depar tment of lModern lLenguages
Doane College

Crete, Nebraska

My dear Dr. Richters

I have your letter and have consulted withh the Chairman of our
Depar tizent of Western Ian;ua?es regarding its contents.

As it happens we are at present adequately provided for the teach-
ing of French and German. lhere may be losses in personnel affecting
these languages or leading to & shift by which some of them would help
out in xnglish. We are, however, favorably impressed by what you write
zbout yourself and should like to have you keep in touch With us. . Xf
in the future it seemed possible for us tc give you an invitation, e
should prefer to have you come to us under appointment from the Arerican
Board (Congregsational foreign missions).

I am sending a copy of your letteér amd of my reply to the Secretary
of our Board of Trustees - Dr. B. A. Garside, 150 Fifth Avenue, Lew York,
N.Y. It is possible that some other Christian college 1in Chine may seek
yOur services earlier, in which case Dr. Garsicde could communie with
you. He is the secretary for several others as well c<s ours.

Ver, sincerely yours,

e
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Crete, Nebrasks

Department of liodern lLanguages

De. dJd. L, Sxuart
Presicdent of Yenching University

Dear SGir:

Thig letter is not & formel &appliecation, but & irketter

0
agking for your advice.

I aun a Modern lLanguage instructor (Assistent Professor) of
French and German here &t Doane. Altiiouzh of German birth, U1
left that country in order to . rem&in & free nan. it will notl
take me more then ten months and 1 shall be an Americean citilzen.

It has always been my greatest cdesire to work in the Amerilcan
liission fields of the far Zast. China especially interests me
more and more. 1 would give up everything of comfort and securi-
ty 1 &m.enjoying now in order to work 'in that heroic country.

lg there any possibility for me as & Launguage instructor at
Yenching or one of the other schools?

1l have thught here in the u.S. at Ozk Park Junior College,
Oek rPark, lllinois, and (since 1936) at Doane, where . am promised
to beceme head of liodern Language Departuent next year. L1 have
been teaching for four summers at the Colorado College Summer Schéol.

1l studied &t Breslau, Bonn, rFaris (Sorbonne), and Aix-en-
Provence. 1 received my Diploue d'wtudes Superieures from aiX-
Marseille, and my kaster's and Doctor's from Bbreslau, Germany. U1
am 29 years old amd & member of the Con7reg@tiona* Chur ch.

1l would be glad to give you further detsils about myself, ny
interesgts and plins, but I will wzit at first and listen what you
will have to tells

llost respectfully yours,

1

(Signed) ¥. K. Ric¢hter
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YENCHING UNIVERSITY
PEKING, CHINA

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT(/ March 7, 1941 TELEGRAPH ADDRESS
/ “YENTA'

Dr..B. A. Garside
150 Fifth Avenue
New York, N. Y.

My dear Garside:

Here are some enclosures which explain themselves.

I dislike extremely to refer once more to the matter of Mr.
Barber but feel free to do so with two such good personal friends
whose interest in the welfare of Yenching is no less than my owne
T would not raise the issue, however, if I were not satisfied that
his connection with the H-Y Institute is a positive disadveantage.

William Hung quotes Eric and you as insisting that the only
way for him to be retired from that Board is to have him first re-
moved from ourse

Very sincerely yours,

JLS:h
Enclosures







March 12,

President J. Leighton otuart
Yenching University
Peking, China

Dear Dr. otuarts

In this letter I went 46 take up the question of & possibie
guccessor to Brank Fuiton. In one of your recent ietters, you raised this
question and suggested that we see what possibiiities there might be of
finding some ome wio couid zo oul this summer to Peking. Al the same time
you suggested thut we find out zbout Oliver Hanson.

During recent weexs we save had the opportunity of conferring with
three young men, =il of whom have & great memy points in thelr fuvor for

this work. I wiil give you a very brief description of each one so that
you may know something about them.

1. Mr. James Hail. Mr. Hail is the som of L. K. Hail, formerly
Boys Secretary of the Y.M.C.A. in China. Jomes himself  rew wp im Shang-
hai. At the present time, he is employed us the Boys Work Lecretary of the
Yonkers Y.M.C.A. He is o graduste of Sprimgfield Coilege, vpringficid, Meos.,
shich is designed particulariy for training Y.M.C.A. Secretories. lie is
married, and comes very highly recomamended by his assoclates and professors.
I have met him and his wife and they both huve very pleusimng persomnaiities.
James is plamning on a carecer in the Y.M.C.A. und hopes thut he cum even-
tually continue in this work, but he is very wmuch interested in getting
back to China. He would be the type of persom whe would approach his work
on a college campus somewhat in the manmer cf a student Secretury of the
Y.M.C.A.

2. Br, Oliver Hangon. #kr. Hamson ic at presenl an assistunt
at the Church or ALl Mations here in kew York City. He graduzted from
Union Sewinary cnd during his course there, cnd since gradustlom, has been
related particularly to tue work at the Church with Chinese. You, of
course, ‘mow his background in Chima znd I need not go into the question
of his intcrest and ascquaintance with the situction om the fleld. He hus
recently been married end I beileve he and his wife would not care to con-
slder any appointment wiich would mské it mecessury for them to be separated.
Oiliver's training wouid, of course, prepare him not oniy for work vwith stu-
dents, but probably for some of the teaching w.omg the iime wnich Mr. Fulton
has been doing. ;
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3« Mr, Ben Cowleg. Mr. Cowies is the son of Chinz missionaries.
I think you probably know his father snd mother who were at the Language
School in Peking from 1917 to 1919, and were locuted somewhere in North
China for a short period thereafter. They them went to South Ciinz to con-
tinue the work of their Mission. Ben grew up in South China and developed
a very keen interest in the country. He made a trip to China last summer,
travelling both in occupied and Free China.

He is finishing his work at Union Seminary this spring und is
very highly recommended by professors there, purticulariy Dr. lienry P.
Van Dusen. He has the background of theological traiming shich would equip
him for teaching, as well as other work with the students. le is not mar-
ried, and for that reason, is perhaps a little more free to consider the
appointment than the other two men. He has a inning personality. I
conferred with Dr. Van Dusen about Mr. bow+957¥§l utﬁiéjuppoin tment in view,
and his opinion is that Mr. Cowies would fit into the particular appoint-
ment very well indeed.

I had sn opportunity to tulk with Stephen Tsal the otluer day about
the situation amd he asked me to remlnd you of his suggestion for this posi-
tion, Mr. John Young, who is at present employed inm the Honolulu Y.M.C.A.

He is also a graduate of Springtield Coilege, and nhus done graduate work at
Columbia University and Union Seminary. Mr. Tsai had beem greatly impressed
by the work he is doing with the Chinese und Japunese young men im Homoiulu.

Summarizing my impression of the three men whom I have met, I
would rank Mr. Cowies first in personaiity, Mr. Hall second, cond Mr. liamson
third. In techmicel training for the various types of work which Mr. Fuiton

has been doing, I would say thut Mr. Hunson and Mr. Cowles are equully well
prepared, and Mr. Hail not quite so well. In the matter of languagce, I pre-
sume that Mir, lianson is more familiar with the Chinese used in Peking. The
other two men have different dialects., On the question of ability to comsi-
der the appointment, Mr. Cowles is undoubtedly more free to consider the
appointment, since the other two mem are msrried and would prefer mot to be
separated from their wives,

The recommendations which have come in regarding the men sre all
strongly in their favor, with perhaps for this purticular position a bit
more welght in the recommend:tions concerning Mr., Cowles. It would, there-
fore be my present judgment that Mr. Cowles is tlie best prospect of the three.

Before talking to these men, I huve conferred with Ur. North and
Dr. Gamble as to the information about them and they have agreed that we
should send on this preliminary informztiom, with the request that you let
us know at once your reactions and instructions zs to the mext steps which
should be taken. Any ons who 1s to be considered wiil, of course, be inter-
viewed by all members of the McBrier Foundation Committee, and the whole matter
explored with great care. If you feel that the matter is ome of sufficiemt
urgency to call for immediate action, a cable indicating your desires will
start us immedlately on the next steps.

Sincerely vours,

Assistant Secretury
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Dr. Be Ae. Garside
150 Fif‘th Avenue
New York City

Dear Dr. Garside:

There is a chance to send a letter uncensored which may be in time for the
annual meeting. I shall attempt, therefore, to make a few comments about inter-
national developments, especially as they affect our own planse.

First of all, I should like to express appreciation of the solicitude which
the Board has shown, more in references in letters and in other evidences which
reach us than in any formal action. In fact, the lack of any cabled communica-
tions seems to me quite significant of a thorough mutual understanding. We have
been perfectly aware of the deep concern that the Board felt for our welfare,
whereas the lack of any cables we have allowed ourselves to regard as an indice-
tion of its confidence. This is the more striking because every other organiza-
tion out here .about which I have heard has apparently had an active correspondence
over the wires. We have saved the cost of all this with, I trust, a strengthening
at both ends of the bond between us.

In the event of war between the United States and Japan we are planning some-
what as follows: Americans, and doubtless British as well, will either be interned
somewhere or might be allowed to continue their normal lives under some measure of’
restriction of personal liberty. In any case, we will cease to have the protection
and authority which enable us to maintain the work of the institution as has been
true thus far. It seems on the whole better to close as soon as we are convinced
that there will be actual hostilities. Not to do so will expose Chinese to forms
of pressure which it would be almost impossible for them to resist. TWie would en=-
deavor to send away at once all those students who desire to reach free Chinae The
great majority of those we have now come from nearby places and could return to their
homes. The remainder would be free either to stay here or we might make provision
for them in the British Concession in Tientsin.

The problem divides itself into three main factors. (1) Principles., Above all
else we must meintain our basic principles. Those that are pertinent are chiefly
academic freedom and loyalty to the national cause. Any concession in either of
these would leave a stain upon our record which would seriously impair our useful-
ness when the war is over. Not only so, but we are all aware that Yenching was
founded not merely to provide one more university for Chinese youth but to express
and propagate certain ideals and beliefs. To be unfaithful to these in a time of
crisis vitiates the very purpose for which Yenching was founded and discredits to
that extent the whole Christian movement in this country. This is so obvious and
so thoroughly accepted among us that it calls for no further comment e

(2) Property. We all recognize the responsibility of maintaining this very
fine plant and are aware how well-nigh impossible it would be to replace it else-




where in China or even to restore any serious damage. This includes not only the
grounds and buildings bubt also a steady accunulation of books and other equipment.

The Americen Embassy has been requested to act on behalf of the P.UeM.C. and Yen-
ching in entrusting to some neutral country these American institutions here. To

what extent this would be a protection under international law with Japan in con=-

trol is somewhat problematical. There would be a certain moral obstacle to too
flagrant a disregard of such an arrangement. Theoretically, this is under a Chinese
govermment and Japan, at least at the outset, would doubtless encroach in the name

of the local puppet agency. That they have quite definite plans for taking over the
institution has become known through contacts we have. A definite item has been
requested by the local China Affairs Board for its operating budget. On the whole,

it seems probable, however, that they will be too preoccupied to disturb it in the
early stages of the war and if, as seems quite possible, this will not be of long
duration, we can count with a measure of confidence upon no serious damage. Fortun=-
ately, most of the leaders in the local puppet organization are personal friends or at
least acquaintances of mine, and we can look to them to exert such influence as they
have on our behalf, They themselves have proposed organizing & provisional board of
control for operating some sort of educational enterprise. I could not request this
formally or even approve it, but if when we Americans are disposed of they should
underteke such a project, it would be with the desire to serve the institution by sav-
ing it end restoring it to us when conditions permit., I would also undertake to make
this clear to the real Chinese authorities as a patriotic effort. The danger to the
property is perhaps more from irresponsible subordinates, both Chinese and Japanese,
but even they would not want to or even be able to do any very large material damage.
They might loot portable articles or put the place to some undesirable use., Anything,
however, which is done to the place under force majeure would be regarded as due to
wer conditions against which we were helpless and would leave no stain upon our re-
cord.

(3) People. I have already referred to the students. We have arranged to pay
all of our employed staff for three months in the form of cheques on the Chinese
bank which has a branch on our grounds. One advantage of closing is that there is
no moral obligation to any neutrals (mostly Chinese, of course) to stay here. Each
individual or femily might do so or might withdraw elsewhere at discretion. Pro-
bably the majority of these would feel this place to be about (7 3 s:fe as any other,

d

the chief reluctance of the Chinese being the fear of being impress into the ser-
vice of whatever school might be established. Some teachers would go with groups of
students to free China by sea or rail if those routes would still be available; if
not over the hills to guerilla territory and on beyond. The necessary connections
for this last have all been made.

This is to share with you the preparations we have in mind. It may be advisable
to limit this communication to the Trustees and only a very few others, friends in-
timately concerned with our welfare; but the Trustees should know all that we have in
minde If the necessity arises, I am inclined to guess that it will have taken place
before or very soon after this letter reaches you. It may, therefore, help you to
interpret whatever news there may be about us. On the whole, it still seems to me
more probable, however, that despite intensified German pressure, Japan will not take
the last irretrievable step of provoking the United States to actual war.

Very sincerely yours,

%7Z@M/wwﬁ—




March 17, 1941

Home Cordell Hull
Seeretary of State
Washington, D. C.

Honorable and dear Sir:

Acting in the absence of Dr. B. A. Garside who is sbsent from
our office for a few months, I am enclosing letters received Saturday
morning from J. Leighton Stusrt, President of Yenching University, Peking,
China,

From the personal letter, you will note that this is one of a
series whioh has been coming through as opportunity was offered to transmit
them through people returning to the United States. The letter received
previous to this oame about the middle of Jamuary end copies marked, "Cone
fidential" were malled to approximately three humdred fifty people as
trustees and friemds of Yemching University. These copies were ascompanied
with a persomal letter asking the resipiemt to regard them as "highly oon-
fidential.” I find that these letters have been semt to Mr. Mexwell Hamilten
of the State Department.

In view of what Dr, Stuart reveals in his enclosed personal note,
and because of the mature of his involvements with the Japunese, it seems
that it is best to first seek the judgment of the State Department before
allowing this commmication to be released. Another eonsideration is the
faot that the Japanese have received information that these letters are
coming through. I have been informed that Dr. Stuart is in close toush
with the United States officials at Peking and it is quite possible that
the State Department has full knowledge of the contents of this letter.
Only three offisers of the Board of Trustees of Yemshing Umiversity have
seen this commmiocation and we are refraining from further publieity pemding
your advice,

We would value your advice as to whether sending copies of sush in-
formation to close friends of the University is a wise procedure, in view of
prevailing oconditions,

I have made a copy of the typewritten letter, but will ask you to
kindly return the hand writtem personal one for our files.

Thanking you in advence for your personal consideration, I am

Very truly yours,

cAR/p
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Dr. Be A. Garside
150 Fifth Avenue
New York, N. Y.

My dear Dr. Garside:

American Religious Worker. You will be pleased to know that Mr. James
Pyke has decided to spend the remainder of this academic year in re-
ligious work among our students under the McBrier Fund. We have offered
him the position for the year 1941-1942 but he prefers not to meke a
decision regarding this until he has been here for awhile. It may be
best, therefore, to continue the inquiry I requested but without any
cormitmente I shall cable Pyke's decision as soon as he makes ite If
he does not stay on with us, we should like to have some such person as
Oliver Henson, preferably on a two or three year term.

Jimmy moved out here two days ago. This should be reported
to Mr. McBrier and the Committees

Power Plant Engineer. Mr. Payne has convinced Dre. Galt, Dean Speer,

and myself that we ought to have a full=-time, qualified, technical man
for this jobe The expensive installations are beginning to show the
effects of time and use. The need of proper upkeep, of repair as soon
as enything goes wrong, competent control of the staff, and detection

of irregularities, together with the efficiency and economy which can
only be assured under continuous end trained oversight,are the maein
considerations. Mr. Dean can only give part-time attention, is unwilling
to leave his work in the city, and is carrying teaching work with us
which is his primary intereste.

It has taken me longer then the others perhaps to recognize
the practical arguments for securing a new, full-time men. Mr. Payne,
according to Sam Dean, is more than one-half of a qualified engineer
himselfs Stephen Ts'ai has picked up a surprising emount of knowledge
about the plant and has shown a capacity for attending to it which, with
the devoted loyalty of the staff to him personally, might supplement
Messrse Payne's and Deen's more technical knowledge. I had hopedwith
all of them and further assistance from E. O, Wilson and Liu Mao=ling
we could get alonge We all realize, however, that this is one feature
in which an attempt to save money may have disastrous consequences both
in much greater cost and in injury to our community welfare.
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We shall be making locel inquiries but it might be worth
while to enlist your help in the States. It is possible that a young
graduate in engineering, finding it difficult to secure satisfactory
work, would be willing to come out here for a limited period because
of sympathy with missionary work, the travel experience, or as a kind
of intermeship with a much more varied range than in a similar ap=-
prenticeship at home.

Another type would be a Chinese who is now studying this
subject and is about to graduate without eny definite prospect on re-
turning heree.

Stephen will be much interested in this proposal and could
doubtless make further concrete suggestions as well as help in the
inquiriese

Budget. We are working laboriously on the lengthening details involved
in increase of salary, promotion in rank, higher costs of all supplies,
end a1l other aspects of routine items of normel growth under abnormal
economic conditions. The results will compel some qualifying of my

previous letter recommending that the Trustees use the budget for the
current year as the best guide we were able at the time to give for the
coming onee

We shall try to send within the week an estimate of the in-
crease called for from the above factors. The rate of exchange also
enters in. At present U.S¢$1.00 equals slightly over FeReBe$11400.
No one seems able to explain the present fluctuations but the opinion
gains that the present trend is fairly steady. We cannot, therefore,
continue to count on excessive benefits from this source.

The Article in Life. Almost every letter in the last American mail

mede some reference to thise. Your own explained the careful revision
which took place in your office. I can imagine what the original must
have been from what remains after the toning down. Even so, it was not
welcomed by those who were in your mind. It is best indicated by the
failure of the subscribers on our campus to receive their copies although
copies of the next number have already arrived. This was at first true
in the city but we hear now that same have since been received. Fortu-
netely we possess one set of sheets cut out of the magazine and sent in
o harmless envelope. This has been eagerly read in my outer office
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wher6 it arrived this morning. As you point out, this constitutes
excellent publicity end we are all grateful to HeReL.

I hope you will have received in time for the annual meeting
my letter dealing with the special provision we are trying to meke in
view of contingenciese

Very sincerely yours,







March 20, 1941

President J. Leighton Stw.rt
'Yemching University
Peking, China

Dear Dr. vtuarts

Adjustments which have had to be made in our office becuuse of
Mr. Garside's leaving to undertake the direction of t.c¢ Unived Ciimn Relief
appecl huave deliayed some of owr correspondence. This ietter is ome which
should have been wriltcn come days ago.

In this letter I wish to teke up the questiom of help for facultiy
members in America, and to try to clarify the situstiom as 1t mow stumds.
The Scholarshlp Committee lact year definitely requested thatl uny appiica-
tions for grants for the year 1941-42 shouid reach our office not laler toun
the first of Wovember, 1940. Tiis notificatiom wes seul out to ali the Presi-
dents of thie Colleges. ihen thc Commitiece wmel tuis jear, mo zpplicctions

had been received from Yenching requesting assistance for tne year 1941-42.
The only requests we nad were for the year 1940-4l. The considerations before
the Committee in tne meeting thiu year nad to do entirely with the year 1941~
42, as all grants which were possibic for 1940-41 had been made almost a year
previous.

Sometime after our Coumittee had met und made the allocatioms of
all funds for 1941-42, we received from you two requests -~ ome for Miss Pal
and the other for Mr. Liso. it wes, of course, lmpossibie to jive consi-~
deration to tuese after the grante from the swoil fund hid ail been made.

The esrliest date under which considerctiom couid now be gjiven to these cppil-
cations would be for the year 1942-43, unicss some ome of the  ramts which
have ziready beem mude for mext year shouid not be used. As fur as 1 kmew,at
tiie prescont time “here i1s no case whicia is likely to take this course.

Our fund for helping fucuity members is 8 yet very small amd 1t
is quite impossible to meet ail the requests which come im. For instance, we
have had six cppiic.tions from Soochow University, snd at tue wost we cam only
help one. I simply mention tihis to show the nandicaps under wilch we are
having to adminigter this help at the present time. It i3 cur hope that thds
fund will g row in size and come nearer meeting the demand.

M.y I here mention the requests »i:ich hive come from Yenchin,
University, and ask you to jive me some order im which these people should be
considered, since it willi be quite impossible to give, evem for the year 1942~
43, congideration to all of thems—
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1. Miss Pai Ho-vi. The request from Miss Speer dated November 14,
1940, and your own supporting ietter of November 29, regarding Miss Pal, wvere
received here about the middle of January.

2. Mr. Sidney Lisgo. Your letter of Junuury 7 concerning him was
received here on Februzry 1ll.

3, Mr. Gerald Ticn. You had requested help for Mr. Tien in the
year 1940-41 which we were wnubie to give because the request reached us long
sfter all =llocations had beem made., Since the first of Febru:ury, we have re-
ceived from the comselor for foreign students al ithe University of Michigon
s request for help for Mr, Tiem for tae year 1941-42. We had not lkmown prior
to this word that he was intending to stey for amother year. This request
also recched us after the allocations had been mude for the year 194142, and
eould only be considered in case some one of the gramts listed is not used.

Lo Miss Wu Tien-min. Last spring during your sbsence from Peking,
Dr. Gelt sent us information regarding Miss Wu im reference to tie speclal
arrangements which we had hoped were being made at Golumbis University. This
speciel arrangenent has not meterialized and we have not been .ble to jive
any satisfactory cousideration to the applications which came in for these
special scholarships. The question in Miss wa's cuse becomes one of whetier
you wish to have her considered for help under our regular Assgociated Bourds
fund.

I heve iisted the above four in the order in whigh they have rescied
us, with the exception of iiss uu's applicatiom which was related to a speclal
project which did not materialize. #hot we now need to know is the order in
which we should give congideration to tiese requests if any money should become
awyailable for 1941-42. The second question is whether these people should te
given consideration for the year 1942-43, if no new money becomes avallebie for

1941-42.

We are trying now to prepare definite epplication blemks which may
be used in connection with these applications for help for faculty members.
Just a8 soon 28 these application formg are resdy, they will be sent to you
and we will need to hove them filled out, even for the pwople whose requests
are already in hand, so that the information concerning them wiil be im proper
form. In the meantime, if you will znswer the questions zbout the four people
listed, we will do our best to secure help for them a8 euriy as we can make
it aveilable.

Sincerely yours,

Apsistant Secretary

JIPsVW

/

> Al \, : ‘,
Via S.0. "fres. Pierce
from San Francisco, Calif.
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YENCHING UNIVERSITY

PEKING, CHINA

TELEGRAPH ADDRESS

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT March 24, 1941
“YENTA"*

Mr. Joseph I. Parker
150 Fifth Avenue
New York, N. Ye

Ny dear Mr. Parker:

I have your letter of February 14 regarding the troublesome
case of Tsia Yun,j”ﬂe has steyed on contrary to our edvice and the
understanding which was made before he left here. On the other hand,
the temptation to these Chinese students to get the coveted doctor's

_degree is very understabdable and in the end it is %o the interest of
the University as well as the individual when it is possible for them
to achieve this distinction. There is no question about our wanting
him back here nor of his permaﬂ%y on our staff as far as eny human af-
fairs can be so regarded.

Perhaps the best thing to do is to act on your suggestion of
advancing him money as needed to be repaid by him on his return here.
The disadvantage is that it would take him many years to pay off the
debt and we shall be constantly faced with the dilemma of exacting this
of him or of trying to find some way to relieve him of the obligation.
This will be aggravated by existing femily obligations, the natural de-
sire to be married, and the special economic problems affecting all
residents of this area now. If, therefore, there is any possible op-
portunity of diverting funds in the control of our Trustees or the
AeB.CoCeCs or of securing & special contribution, it would end what will
otherwise be a long drawn=-out agony.

I am writing thus frankly so that we can work together in the
similaer cases which I fear will come to our attention from time to time.
A case in point is that of Ch'en Chin-miao about which Mr. Evens has
just written. He went on privete resources and has suffered from political
developments which could not have been foreseen. I am grateful for the
help that has been given him and hope that the transfer to Rensselear
Polytechnic Institute will at least partially solve his problem.

The same mail brought the problem of ¥iss Chi Fang. She left
here determined, as most of them are, to get to America by any possible
device against warnings that her funds were insufficient. They intend
to teke advantage of Americen friendliness, knowing that we will not let
them down, as well as hoping that somehow there will be a lucky turn. I
have passed her case on to Dean Speer and one of us will doubtless be

writing soon.

Very sincerely yours,

e







THE PEKING

CHRONICLE,
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Letters To The Eaitor
“LIFE’S”’ YENCHING

The Editor,
The Peking Chronicle,
Sir,

have reason to celebrate this
week. Life magazine for
February 10, 1941, has turned
Its X-ray eys on Peking’s
famed U.S. Institution and
under the department ‘‘Educa-

some poorly exposed pictures
of pre war vintage, credited
to Yenching University, Pres-
byterian Board of Forelgn
Misslons, and Thomas Kendail.
These i1t has strung together
with captions and a running
commentary that serves as an

of boosting the University as
an educational and non.
political institution many
thought i% to be.

.We are immediately told
this ‘“No. 1 Christian univer-
sty In China stands amidst
the Japanese Invaders,”’ it 1s
‘“‘surrounded by the khaki
hordes of the Rising Sun’’,
and I¢ 1s now hard up before
because i1t i3 ~ encircled ‘‘by

stands for.”” What does Yen
ching stand for? ‘‘Seif-reli.
ance and self-respeet, respon-
sibility and self-expression
—the middle-class virtues
of U.,S.”” 1Is1s nos by mis-
ciaance, perhaps, that three
out of four of its geachings
concern ‘‘self,”’

Did we know that Yenehing
Is in the war? And that it has
war almsy?
is really fighting are sha twin
temptations China facss of ba-
coming efther Japunese or
Communiet.’” If Life had not
told us we would not have
thought there ware any Chi-
nese who are tempted to be-
,jcome Japaness., Communiss
‘imaybe. Yenching, like othe:
Chinese universities here In
1937, was a hot-bed of Com-
mualsm and anti-foreignism
A blarred phovograph (proba.
bly taken in the ‘*heas’’ of she
moment) shows ‘Yenching
students load(img) an amti-
Japanese demensiration at
the gates of nearby Peking.
This was before the war.”
But we are assured ‘‘Presi-

tlon’’ has gathered together!:

antl. Japanese sermon instead

‘What Yenching.

Yenching University’s *‘A-|
mericanized’’ Chinese students .

forces hostile o everything 1t )

dent John Lefighten Stuars
does not parmit his siudents
$0 provoks Japamese now’’.
What a fine alibi for those
pre-war fire-saters, these
student agitaters who lay on
rallway tracks and tram rails.
An American after the Japa-
nese occupation of Peking ask-
ed with surprise, ‘' Bat whers
are all those fiery studeats
who ware going to defend this
clty with their bare hands?’’
““Haven’t you heard?’’ a cyni-
cal Chinese businessman re-

jolned, ‘*They all lay down in |
front of the Japanese tanks.’’

Since Yenching and the Pres-
byteriaa Mission supplied the
greater part of the illustra-|
tions one must presume they
are also reaponsible for the
Informasive texy. President
Stuart, we are told, was
‘‘ordered to eall on ghe local
Japanese garrison 4o give his
personal ‘thanks’ for the in.
vasion”. Very lateresting.

Here Is a gem of a heading
(among  osher gems): ‘“Yen
ching Studeats do American
Thinga in a Chinese Way and
They Seam To Like It (Iualics
mine). Whay extraordinary
people thess Chinese ars! Aad
how clever and democratic o
like American shings|

““Obsyacle race 1s typlcal
American stun¢ introduced o
the Chiness by Yenching.
Notice that it makes the Chi-
nese laugh just as hard es
aayone else.”’
*‘Pyramid-making Is a great
favourite of Yenching’s girl
8%udents of gymnastics, This
I8 jnst one of a dozen oi set
pleces that they have in thelr
repertory. It 1s suggestive of
the beautiful balustraded
marbls periphery of Paking’s
famed Altar of Hoaven.”
Shades of Chien Lung!

“‘Girl with a sword gracefully
practicas go ealled ‘Chinese
boxing’, an excellent beauty
treatment.”’ I suppose, when
someone indulges in *'Chinese
boxlng’’ 1§ bscomes a *‘sword
daace’’,

But two pages of lovely
colour plates of campus
scenes will, nevertheless, make
this Life 1ssue a nice souvenir
for the ‘young people (who)
are getting away from the
meaningless Western scholar-
ship wmany Chinese have’’.
Perhaps, a Yenehing enthu.
siasy with a livtle more know.

i ledge of what makes things
tlck at the Unlversity can

Straighten cut the confusion
Into which Life’s picture re.!
port has thrown many ‘‘un-
American’’ Pekingites.

Yours truly,
DIOGENES
Peking, March 23 1941,




¥aroh 27, 1941

pe/s

Dr. J. Leighton Stuart é// }%
Yemohing Umiversity conR
/ /

Peking, CHINA ,

Dear Dre. Stusrt:

The Sum Life Assurance Compeny of Canada motified us
that you smmuity ocertificate will beoome operative om August 1, 1941
and hand us the enclosed Optiomel Retirement blamk fwr your com-
gideration snd exsoutiom.

However, the terms of this polioy permit a person to s~
tinue paymemts upon the certificate, provided notification is received
oms momth in advence of the finsl mmmity date, whish in your case
will be August lst, This wesns that the Umiversity will have ocom-

oluded its participation, but that you are permitted to contimee pay-
ments figured on $en per cont of your salary.

e

If you are interested in building wp a larger ammity fusd,
thpxﬂMtomﬂmtthhoMisﬁmMmﬂﬂx
which I am familiar. The terms are sxceedingly liberal and the fumd
aceumlates more rapidly with each sucoeeding year. We will be gulded,
howewer, by your Jjudgment.

Very truly yowrs,

C. A. EVANS







March 27, 1941

Dre Jo Leighton Stuert
Yenching University
Peking, CHINA

Dear Dr. Stuart:

Thanks for your letter of Februsry 28th, addressed to
Dr. Garside who is now temporarily with Uaited China Relisf, Ime.

I sm smaged at your report regarding Y. C. Wel, I have
npnhdlyMM-hhtooﬂlupmmfoerhuuofmd.
and essh time he has assured me that there has been no mecessity for

further funds for persomal use. He has only drswm $120,00
since last August. Our instruotioms from Dr. de Vargas were to make
the fusis svailable to him as required, I will get in touch with him
shortly emd imvestigate further,

The material you requested for Mr. C. A. Bernier is being
compiled and forwarded.

Nost sincerely yours,

Co A. EVANS,

Acting Executive Sesretary and
Associate Treasurer.
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Dre Jo Leighton Stuart
Yenching University
Peking, CHINA

Dear Dr. Stuart:

Your letter of February 26th is at hand, and agreeable
to your suggoestiom Dre North, Chairman of the Exesutive Camittes,
has sppointed the follewing representatives of Yenching University
to attemd the Aneriemm Acsdesy of Politiosnl amd Socdal Seiemoce at
the Forty-Fifth Ammual Meeting:

Dre Lusius C, Porter
¥r. Chou Shas-hain
". Y. c. Vd

We are indeed grateful for the last parsgraph of this letter.
The personal mote %o Mr, Carside "“1if%ed the ban" but mevertheless
we have been very gnarded in the use of this msbterial. Frankly, in
studying the list, I was smmsed at its proportions and in the light
of existing eonditioms decided om drastic curtuilments. As epportumity
may of'fer, I will report to you later om. :

Sinserely youwrs,

Co A. EVANS
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ADDRESE OF™ICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

In reply refér to
FE

March 28, 1941

My dear Mr. Evens:

The Secretary of State has asked me to acknowl-
edge your letter of March 17, 1941, enclosing a let-
ter dated February 19 from Dr. J. Leighton Stuart to
Dr. B. A. Garside and a copy of a letter dated Feb-
ruary 18 from Dr. Stuart to the Board of Trustees of
Yenching University, and requesting advice on the
gquestion whether copies of the latter communlication
should be forwarded to versons on Dr. Stuart's malling
list.

While the letter of February 18 contalns, as you
suggest, information which might be considered con-
fidential, it i1s noted from Dr. Stuart's letter to
Dr. Garside that he nevertheless would seem to desire
the circulstion of his letter of February 18. As

Dr. Stuart's
Mr. C. A. Evans,
Assoclate Treasurer,
Assoclated Boards for
Christien Colleges in China,

150 Fifth Avenue,
New York, New York.




-2~

Dr. Stuart'se correspondence covers private conversa-

ﬁions which he has held, the Department 1s reluctant

to sdvise you what distribution should be made. This

question is one which must necessarily be left to
Dr. Stuart's and your good judgment and for your
decision.
Dr. Stuart's two letters are returned herewlth.
Sincerely yours,

’Q/ > .';‘:”_ g ’./,‘ - /:,,../
/74'«.'4;: A f’_:;; =

/ / e ¢ S

Maxwell M. Hamilton
Chief
Division of Far Eastern Affalrs

Enclosures:

Two letters returned
as stated.




Maxwell M. Hemilton, Chief
Division of Par Eastern Affairs
‘Department of State

Washington, D. C,

Ny dear Mr. Hamiltom:

Re: Pile FE

I am grateful for your letter of March 28th dealing with the
sorrespondence of Dr. J. Leighton Stuart covering conditioms in North
China.

We note your reluctance to advise us regarding the distributiom
of this letter which is quite understandable. You will be interested in

"learming that a letter from Leighton Stuart which ceme to hand last Friday
reverses his previous position and requests us to earefully revise the list
to whom his letters have been forwarded.

With such cheoking as I could do with the Yenching Board of Trustees
on Saturday, I found the universal opinion to be that we refrain from dis-
tribution of such commmicatioms, and that a confidential resding be given
before a ealled meeting of the trustees residing in this area.

Coinoident to the receipt of your letter came a call from Dr.
Ae Lo Warnshmis conveying informetion which conforms to our own thinking.

With sincerest thanks for your disoreet handling of this situation,
I am

Yery truly yours,

C. A. EVARS,
Aoting Exesutive Seoretary and
Associate Treasurer.
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HE

To the Hoardi~of Trusteess

Since writing you frowm shanghei six weeks 4go 1 have been watching
for some turn in world attédirs ag affecting us «hich would#justily ano=
tiner report to Yyou. Je have been living so lon, now i1in suspense tnat
it has become almost natural. seanwhlle lille on tne calupus continues
amazingly tranquil &s we o <bout our noruél activities. the Committee
on Selary and Aani has just finished & series of lengthy sessions in
reviewing the entire statit for increase in salary or ior promotion, with
the usual result that some few have been pleasgintly surprised and nore
perhaps disappointed in various uegrees ol wcute emotlon. LI Tuls 18 &
delicate ‘issue in any american faculty it 1s fur more so among Chinesge.
:ne Faculty uxecutive Committee has also on the day veiore yesterday

inally approved the Budget for the couing actdemic year, &galrn aiter
hQnJ sesrisomne hours for those prlmariLJ respongible, TWe &re busy with
estimates tor plant repairs &na enlargements. Lhese three matters have
been deleayed largely because ol the duUﬂtlnb uncertainties, &and our
present treatment of them, while regulred by lhe exlgencles ol routine
procedure, is clso an indicection of our strengtincnea expectation ol veln,
cble to carry on. Scientific and other Lecuurvu, drametics, athletlics,
social and religious events, take place about &as woulid be ordinaril, tne
case. ‘'I'he most of last weei L héd as my suest an unusuwalily winsoue
missionary of the American “oard who talked witn students in chaped, 1n
small uroups or at meals, and in & continuous:suceession of persornal
conferences, primarily about the country church, tut &lso of their
individuel probleus. ihe Seniors; despite nigh costs of printin. axd
paper, have determined to issue a class Annual up to the ni_i1 standards
set last year amid similar diftriculties. Several weekd ggo tihe cghar e

affaires of the Japanese Bmbassy invitca nie to lunch with his staff,
followed by & lengthy uiscussion oif auerican=-Japanese 1ssues. He has
expressed & desire to resume the discussion so 1 invited him to lunch
yesterday. JLater in tne afternoon the rrench smvassador und several of
his stafif had been invited tor a reception to meet chielly lrench-
speaking members of our faculty, especlally a Ori.llant graaucte oI ours
who has recently returneu witiy nis oride from four years in puzrisg on the
¥ellowship estazblished tor renching by the rrench Government, ihe firgt
signs of verdure and rlowering 1rult trees are narovingers ol tne luxuri:z=znt
veauty ot the mortn China spring arter tne long bars winter, ‘The land-
scape geng of coolies are busily transplanting jyoung trees and otherwlse
improving the srounds under the expert juidunce o & cormittee of ledies,
'‘hese su UuutLDnn of campus happenings are to give you atmosphere. Lt
is like this.

Ly last letter to you in whiich L descrived i1n some detall our pre=
parations in the event of wtr between the uniteu States znd Japan revealed
how awsre e have been of the lurking dangers in tne wlast ol wlilch we are
located. lhere is also something sy/mvolic nbout tuiu situztion of ours.
iithin the high walls of our camupus freedoim, indlvidual dutles and rignts,
comaunity welfare, splrliusl laeallsil nlne«AL leagt &cecepted 1in principle
and consgigtently striven arter. je exist as a demonstration of their
practicavility and value. A1l around us are the cvidences oy contrast ot
whet happens to invaders and their victims allke 1n military conguest. 18
have often written before of the brutalities ol J&pancse luperiallsm cnd
need only underline all suich descriptions. us we read ol what the nazl




terror has done to the conguered countries of Jiurope, what we are ob-
serving or suffering from here helps us to understand, Jjust your
fuller sources of information regarding those horrors will meke uore

vivid to you the similar results of this peculiarly vicious tforu of
conquest., 4t is as though & turbid flood were sweliing &all zround us

nd threatening to -engulf tihis islet of ours in its dread advance. 1nis
tide has swept over the helpless population with destructive maliznity.

it is creeping into &ll the cultural, domestlic, econoiwic and 0taer =z=Spects
of “tnekr 1iving, is true &lso of Christieu schools and otner agencie s,
#e have been preserved thus far only L, the stuooorn Chincse reslstance
ana by the-rtear ol Brica, i ALl ol which 18 8n epitome the present
world situation in which hi_hly organizZed and mecih:nlze geression can
only be restrained by vigorous &nd concerted efrorts on the part of
those who believe in freedom, justice, truth, deumocracy, as worth wihal-
ever it may cost to preserve them for ourselves for. all others who
know their value..  Degpite the relativitiesg 1in  nume atfalrs, the AX1S
Powers nave manifecsted their aims of despotiec suoju, so - dellperatedy
conceived, so ruthlessly executed, thit civililzatlon west &nd will
share cormon doom unliess they are tnwarted oy the only i Wilch
hey can understand . L &u therefore limmensely relicved

11 AneTr ice proud oi my ecountry.in her determinavion
power lor
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lecent developments in
assumed that the southwird L
tenaciousty. LU 1Es j and ~popuLiT I zed 1oL
can not now avandoned without uangerous interna
fully achieved 1t might bring the China Jar to the
| complete blockade. Utnerwise they see Jay
adventure. ‘the German pressure is extremel)
neans Averica mey be diverted from more eriective &ld o angland.
who do not share In thig ampitiorn are negliigible pvoth 1un numvers and in
influence.  But there thres obstacles: (1) the more clear~headed czre
convinced thiznt peace China ‘should firstf be secureds; (@) Germagny must
be-able to guarsntee tnut Russia will not toke wdvantage oi the opportunity
to attack manchurias (4} ermed contlict with America must avolued. Just
the one certain factor in the otherwise enigmatic Russiun foreign po-
1icy i 8talin's fear of Hitler, &0 one restraining fear in Japan is
of ‘the United Sgtates,
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rhe violent controversy in Japan continues unav-ted amd with as yet
no decisive indication as to trends. But this is only as to procedure,
thot as to ultimate objectives. <the drift is on tie whole opportunistic.
This probably app.ies to nAatsuoka's pregent suropean tour. 4in passing
througn Peking and talking too ireely under liguor =- as 1s Ireguently
tne case with Japanese - he descrivbed his Ioreign poilcy &s one o1
placating each country according 1tg distingtive cnaracicrisilics.,

>

[e]

'his is probably real and should
usually tactless utterances. He
tempercte colleagues and @ay not
rather ill-=advised journey. But
thet there is no authoritative,

consistent program, only increas
to _et out of the mess in China

of prestigze and pelf on a scale

to urge.
energeticalliy for a peace which
but they are meeting opposition

o
~

ve kept in mind in interpreting his

isg giving no slight concern to his rniore
retain ottice long arter the present
the more cssential point to be noted 1is
commnanding leadership in Japan, no
ing confusion and worry, uesperate efforts
but no solution for doing so without loss
which no one person or faction would dare

r
o

the _roup of which L wrote you from Shan_hai are still working

China might accept and America sponsor,
from many gquarters, ana cail acaieve




nothing now until .atsuoga's return.

S ‘he dan_er oi .ar betweeln Japan ana the united gtates in tne *©
immediate tuture L still feei to be quite unligely. L1he real danger -1s
that, aware now of our deteriiinction Lo Ooppose ally iurtiler soutiaward
ag.regsion, dJapan will pcnetrate unootrusglvel, Wnile 1lssuln; aeclara-
tions to tie contrary, snd will thus have maus sucn sSuwr:oileglce Lains
that we shall then feel compelled 10 act under conditions iar less
fsvoraole to us than at present. awanchnuria Was af instance of Tthls.

‘he so-called ™medistion" between lndo-China and rhailona 15 the latest
one. lhe naval and air bases which will be rapidly estoblisned tnere,
toether with all other preparations, will strengthen her for the nexi
advance. ‘'the reverse of this policy of stealthy intrusion is that Japan
invariably withdraws when convinced oif the strength of the opposing Iorce.
me clasgsic instance of this is tue clash withn .lussle at nowonul  on une
uanchurian vorder in the ewurly autumn oI 1935, thig resh attsck resulted
in a dissstrous repulse involving the desth of tour colonels. “Ihe fagis
mere re_;idly suppressgea wvutl Japan le:rved tne lLesson ahd h&s never re-
peated the attempt. Luae fictifious incident in July, 1937, walich ve an
hostilities in Worth China, as is douutless true oI tae one 1in shanghal,
jould never have taken place had they iforeseen the posslblllty 0ol any
effective resistance. /e have been watching the same teciinigque of

oiuff and bluster in &urope. <The surest metiiod taerslore o: averting

a truly calamitous conflict later 1s to convince Japan of the iolliy of
provoking america to hostile action.

sJeyond question tue host effective way to circumvent Japan's pirati-
cal ambitions in the south seas, anda with the minimuini of cost TO ours-
selves, is to aid China by all measures wahort ‘of waepY, . [he more prompt-
ly and publicly thls can e done the better. isow théat an agrecment seems
to have been reached between Chungking and Washington thet all aviation
equipment supplied by us 1s 10 be entirely under American manageuent,
there should be rapid progress in Chinese counter-offensive moveuents.
pilitary aviation hes been thelr weaxkest leature, and with moderrn planes
properly menneu &ad serviced uue results willi o2 alli out ol proportion
to the comparativel, trivial dema&nds upon our resources. oo with mone-
tary and all other cid. 1ne guantities needeu «re 1nsi_nliilcant ana
can be easily spareua. ‘the mere Knowledgs ol our intentions will hsve
psychological "as well as physicsl conseyuences 1Lu votn Japen and China.
mhe venefit is two-fold: we help China to Jin indepenience snd taus _ain
a potentially powerful all) in our eftorts Towerd & stable peace, &85-
pecially in the Pocific area; we thwart Japanese preudatory aesi ns withe-
out involving ourselves 1n war with ner at a time when she Knows hersell
to be too dangerously weaxeneu to take the risk. «ith pe&ace thus easily
and quickly gecured in sastern asia we &are indirectly ciuing angland
while freeing ourseives 1or 1ore direct assistance to her. ithis would
also be the sindest course of action to Japan, apart rrou the other
cogent arguments for its thorou h~0ing adoption. By showing them how
fatuous are their dreams of conquering china they can enu thneir waverling
indecision and its threatening econouic and other tensions, while re-
covering scnity and export trade., 1l in the process they can overtnrow
their milit-ry dictatorship so much the better.

it would be a wise and gracious oit ol stzte smanship it at thils
critical period e took the iniative in abrogating &ll the treaty
privileges which have oeen toreced on China and thus recognise ner r@ght
to equality oi treatment., Lf Jaepan wins, or 1is able to . keep her grip on
any part of China, we lose these as well as all our interests shercver




e

Japan is in control, and if Chinc wins these angechronlistic and insulting
encroachments on her sovereignty will be cungelled as soon «s her Jovern-
ment feels sufticiently well estgblished. put spontaneous action by us
now would be extremely cheering to the Chinese nation in 1ts heroic
strugsle and would neutralize Japanese propeganda at the only point

where the western powers cre really vulnerable.

1'he Chinese resistance continues to be on the .iole definitely
encouraging. ‘Lhe feud between the KuomintangeCommunist Perties is ex-
tremely unfortunate but L feel contident thHew 1t will not lead to-an open
rupture nor materiaglly weaken their common stru. le ggainst the 1nvaders.
In America this issue has caused undue apprehension vecause ol the puoli-
city from several popular writers sympatnetic with the communlst movement.
the estrangement is not as serious &s the lipression provably created, nor
is the issue described in its true perspective 1in rclation to resistance
against Japan. or the Communist Part, membership is about one-third of
the suomintangz, the territory they occupy 1is only O, ol that under direct
control of thne wational Government and tueir millitary strengti 1s =n even
smaller percentage of tne whole Chinese ermy. wh&t 1s much more to tie
point is the unshaken resolve ol tae o nigt leaders to support the
Generalissimo in the Jar anu nls slmiiler determination to give them all
due consider=tion provided only there is no military insuborulinstione.
vhat there is wmucn friction can not ve denied, nor that tuls 1s being
aggravated by prejuulce, vioiencc, 1lg.olarce ana partlsan ove _otlry on
both sides., But it will not aisrupt Chinese unity either during or aiter
the present war. 4t can also be affirumed that, desplte reactionar,
elements and age-long Jeaknesses, (Chlne contlnucs se#illy to progress
toward genuine democracy both in agpiration and in actual procedure. Hut
of all these matters 1 hope to report after my visit To chun;:kin_ lzter
on this month. L au leaving day atter tomorrow for nongkong to «tiend
the Annual meeting of the China Xoundation. after that - 1if the inter-
national situation still perults - 1 am pianning to make a very vriet
visit tc the war-capital, ana to rene.i Ly, impressions of trends in iyree
Caina.

5inee 1 have ventured to express my deslres &8 Lo & V1igorous Anerican
policy of aid to China as the surest formula Ior curoing further J&apanese
aggression and thus averting war ror us, 1 cannot resist concludin_ with
a suggestion on behall ol Japan. General cghisng told me a year ago that
he would agree to no peace negotiations with Japan unless through the
mediation of the President of the united States., assuming therefore that
gooner or later this will be accepted by Japén, 1 should like to advocate
that this tale the form of &.friendly conference of these three nations
as the nucleus of & Pacific Ocean re ional al.i.iance or asgociation and
the be.inning of a more inclusive peruanent orgunization. tThis could
become @ section of the new worid-order which many hope will toilow the
present international anarchy. usore speciticalliy 10 will give Japan the
most acceptable exit Irow her present desperats dilemma. 4t will give
her "fzce" asg nothing else could exXcept victorious &agyg essgion, and should
include the satisiaction oi ner genuline anxietles as Lo raw matericls,
foreign tragde etc. 11is would be & splendidly Christian ana fer-visioned
policy on our part and would, 1 believe, be eagerly welcoued by the more
intelli.ent lezders in notn countries, as well &s b, the lupotently
sulffering MNES8E€S.

very sincerely yours,

i : ,&;7 s WL
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MEMORANDUM TO MR. R. L. SMYTH

Interviews with Admiral Nomura, with his ahief advisor lr.

Wakasugi, with his seoretary Mr. Terasakl who went to Washington with

him, and with Mr. Tsuchida, ohargé d'affaires of the Imbassy here,

have given me the strong impression thet the Japanese official concern
as to the China War is along two lines. These were all separate inter-
views, some of them at considerable length, and the similarity points
to a common source. The last interview was yesterday, so that the
period covers several monthse.

The first of these is in connection with American aid to
China about which they are menifestly worried. They are trying to
discover what the extent of this will be, as well as to dissuade our
country from continuing it. The other conserns the Communist mensce
and the feud between the Kuomintang and Chinese Cammunists.

A feir inference 1s that at least for diplomatic effort with

America these are the issues they have been instructed to urge.

April 2, 1541




April 5, 1941
Dear Dr. Stuart:

During recent weeks I have been so deeply im—
mersed in this task of raising five million dollars for
all vhases of relief and rehabilitation in China that I
have not gotten around to corresponding with you concern—
ing Yenching matters. But I hardly need to assure you
that I'm interested as much as ever in Yenching and the
other Collezes, and am looking forward to getting back
to 150 Pifth Avenue as soon as this present drive is
over.

Meantime, if we can get the funds for China
we are now seeking, all the Colleges will be better vro-
vided for thah the Associated Boards and the individual

boaris of trustees could hope to accomplish alone - and

at tho same time the other aspects of China's needs which
have been 80 sadly neglected by America during recent years
will be somewhat more adequately met.

The work at the Yenching office seems to be
going forward much as usual - and I belleve that some
speclal activities which should be of great value to
the institution are being instituted.

Ons letter from you which disturbed me just
as I was moving my activities up here was your note of
January 2lst. That indicated that some of your reports
had been lost in the proceas of distribution. Recog-
nizing the value of these reports we have always tried
to guard them carefully. ¥We trust that the losses were
not serious. As you say, these reports have now largely
accomplished their purpose. But we do hope that youn can
contimue to keep the trustees informed of the work and
surroundings of Yenching, even though it may be desirable
to save such reports for the trustees exclusively.

With every good wish, I am

Cordially yours,
President J. Leighton Stuart,
Yenching University,







American Church Mission

Anking, China.

Florence, Route I,
South Carolina,
April 10, 1941,

Mr, Joseph I. Parker,
Yenching University,
150 Fifth Aves., NYC,

Dear Mr, Parker,

Thanks for the letters - but I left Shanghai
February 10, so had had carbon copies of both these,
The letter that Leighton meant was the one he wrote
while in Shanghai, after I sailed. He said he wanted
me to see it, and had given the address 281 Foubth Ave,

You needn't be afraid to trust me! I knew that
there were to be no more general ones, and whyl{ I'm
not surprised it happened., A lady coming over told me that
her husband had recelved a copy of one of those letters,
sent him by his brother in the States who wished to check
on a certain item, #hen I think how carefully I guerded
my copies ---! :

Sincerely,

Wia Qieqq







April 16, 1941

Miss Alice Gregg
Route I
Florence, South Carolina

Dear Mics Gregg:

Mr. Parker has conferred vwith me regarding your letter of
April 10th covering Dr. Stuart®s letter written in Shenghei.

Dr, Stuart, in his ueunl confident mammer, told us that in-
formation contained in prewious letters had leaked out, but regerdless
of that to send it to the entire list, and gave two additional names.

The mature of this commmication was such thet upon receipt
I confided with three members of the Yemching Board and the unemimous
opinion was that it should be sent to Cordell Hull personally. After

due deliberation, the State Department sent us a personal message express-
ing the defimite conclusion that the letter should mot be oiroulated. Om
the same day we received this messege camo emother letter from Dr, Stuwart

that he had changed his mind and to restrict the eirvulation to a
wvery few people. When one comsiders that the original list grew to mearly
four hmmdred, it can easily be seen thaet some leakage must oocwr.

As a result of these actions, no ocopy for distribution has beem
made and the original is closely guarded in our safe. This is all the
more necessary in view of a letter received from Dr. Stuart dated Maroh 13 -
indicating en emtirely different attitude, and which apparently was in-
spired by the change in oonditions at Peking after his retwrn from Shanghai.

In essence this last letter indicates that all preparations have
been made for leaving the campus, snd diplemstic relatioms have been es-
tablished with e neutral commtry to eare for the property, and there is anm
indication that it requires only a mimor slip to preeipitate drastie astiom.

I em glad to have this word about the lady having received a copy
of one of Dre. Stuart®s letters through her husband., It is only an indioca~
tion of how widely spread these letters became and how necessary it is to
oamply with the instruotioms of the State Department that they be kept for
the use of the Yemching Trustees.




Miss Gregg 4/18/41

We are calling a meeting of the Board of Trustees to take up this
matter, and we should have some action the latter part of the week,

Very truly yours,

Ce Ae EVANS,
Acting Exeeutive Secretary and
Assoclate Treasurer.




April 23, 1541

President J. Leighton Stuart
Yenching University
Peking, CHINA

Dear President Stuart:

We are in the midst of a publicity movement with the hope of
securing large sums, although totally inadequate for relief in China,
United China Relief, Ino, is the organization earrying the burden of
publicity and sbove all things, they need information and assistance.

I sm in receipt of a commmiocation from Dr. B. A. Garside,
Executive Director of United China Relief, urging us to ask the foreign
members of the staff in our China Colleges to write as many letters as
possible telling of the situations and needs in their particular looa=-
tions, and sending such letters where they will get the widest attention
here in Amerioca. This also applies to Chinege staff members who have
friends in Amerioa, and the request is that specisl attention be given
on foousing this work during the next few months, Such letters should
be informative as to conditions and needs, not only in the institutioms
themselves but in the surrounding areas. It might be helpful also if
some of these letters were sent to home town editors and other places
here in America where they would get the widest distribution and publieity.

If anyone finds it difficult to write to a large group, our office
shall be glad to resceive such letters and mimeograph them, and mail to sush
1ists which may be submitted to us by individual staff members. SPEED I8
IMPORTANT

Mr, Henry R. Luce, a member of the Cempaign Committee for United
Chine Relief, Ins,, and his wife will leave on the Clipper whish will carry
this letter to those in Southern and Western Chins., They will endeavor to
obtain last-minute information for esmpaign purposes, but the intimate every-
day oontasts of you good people is necessary to give the right flaver to
publ.toity. Please keep your constituenosy well informed,

Very sincerely yours,

Ce As EVANS,
Aocting Executive Seoretary and
Assooiate Tremsurer,

CAE/B
Whe

Gp®e via alr mail to Pacifisc Coast =
"President Garfield"
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This is the long and slender bottleneck through which
legsgured naetional zovernment and people of China, or
visiting them, can keep in communication with the outeld
There are rumcurs that the Japanese intend to bring pressur
the British Government to close this vital tlet. As to muni-
ig, in addition to the Burma Roa the north-west
uesia which is at best very unsatisfactory because
hindrances, and hae only a tenuous ascsurance bec&use
vagaries of 3Soviet politics. Smuggling is of courss
ently in operation end helps tc meintain a trickle of
supplies such as gasoline. The Government controls
es on every plane which explains why we have
able to make trip. Curs was a non-stop tlight making the
700 miles e packed our bags with only the minimum
essentisls in order to fill them with as much as we could carry
of the many things we were asked to take for friende. These
included watches, fountzin pens, medicines, shoes, clothes, dress
material tor President Wu Yi-fang of Ginling College. One of the
greatest hardships in the interior is apparently the dearth of
new books and magazines which the postal authorities have felt
compelled drastically te limit in order to provide for firev
class mail.

)

One of your number, Lr. Henry Luce, and his wife are due
here in a few days and preparations are already being made for
their reception, as well as ror the much more serious problem
of their transportation. He is due in Hongkong Masy 5, and my
Steamer has postponed its sailing to that same date, so that A
am hoping to have a glimpee of them if the hours of arrival and

departure permit.

This is my tourth annual visit to the war-capital about
this time of the year, once to Hankow, and now for the third time
to this City. As on the previous trips I have talked with almost
all of the high officials, most of whom are old triends, with our
Ambassador and other foreign aiplomats or correspondents, with our
graduates and other Chinese of different types. The impressions
are fairly clear and consistent. I shall try to describe them
objectively. or is there need tror elaboration because in the
main they are in accord with preceeding communications of mine.

Most important of all, there seems to be no weakening in
the will or the ability for continued resistance and in the deter-
mination to recover the integrity and independence of the entire
country. This is certainly true of uhe Generalissimo who, despite
mounting internal and international problems, is maintaining his
resolute purpose and his cheerful confidence as well as his phy-
sical vigor. The injury to his backbone received at Sian which
seemed to have healed is again giving nim trouble. This may be
a symptom of the nervous tension he is under. There are rumours
that various important personages, including the Ministers of
Pinance and War, are seeking tor peace. I talked intimately with
each of these men, both of whom I have known for many years, and
received the opposite impression. Nor have I been able to sense
such a tendency elsewhere.




Apart trom morale, munitions adequate tor the kind of fighting

Chinese armies have been conducting are manufactured within the
country, the man-power is improving in quality and is inexhaustible

in numbers. Although in no sense a financial expert yet 1 have the
distinet impression that the government monetary procedure is sound
and that, with the American loans and etabilization funds it can

stand the strain at least for two or more years longer. Dr. Kung

is severely criticised from many standpoints, and doubtless more
scientific methods could improve the whole system of national

finance and especially the employed personnel. On the other hand

he has characteristice which go far toward neutralizing these defi-
ciencies. He is one of the most maligned men in the Capital and

much of this is understandable. But I remain convinced of his genuine
honesty, patriotism, piety and unsparing devotion to the numerous
worthy causes he sponsors. Too many of his subordinates have exploited
their opportunities for graft, the critical situation calls for un-
popular measures, for all which he gets the blame.

The two most serious internal factors are the high cost of
livinz and the communist issue. Commodity prices are soaring and
money is depreciating to dangerous levels., Rice is not only sold
at many times the normal price but is becoming scarce. There are
the menacing hints already of rice riote. This is largely due to
profiteering, especially by the remnants of the notorious old pro-
vincial rulers, which makes it a delicate political issue., The
salaried classes suffer especially and of course the capital
abounds in such government employees. Artisans and coolies get
high wages and are faring well, as is more or less true of the
vast farming population. But this economic hardship to the more
intelligent e8lements breeds discontent, shatters morald, tempts
to illicit sources of income and stimulates an unwholesome reck-
lessness. This last is further aggravated by the constant dan-
ger of losing all in air-raids. A chauffeur makes more than 8
cabinet minister; a pair of woman's silk stockings costs more than
the monthly salary of a bureau chief. Despite 8ll this there are
displays of luxury in euntertaining and in dressing which jar harshly
upon one who has heard much of war-time hardships., In the one
remaining hotel for foreign guests which has not been bombed I have
seen weddings which were slmost shockingly elaborate. American
pilots tell of luxuries for prominent officials which must be
stowed into the planes from Hongkong although medicines or other
supplies are thereby displaced. Stories of this sort abound and
reveal weaknesses which give concern. They also provide material
for the vigorous communist propaganda. On this latter subject I
must somewhat modify what has previously been written. The
Communist problem will not lead to civil war except perhape in cmall
and sporadic outbreaks, But it ie causing estrangement and mutusl
suspicions or fears. This is due partly to genuine misunderstanding
aggravated by the lack of any satisfactory procedure for exchanging
views or grievances. But there ic a deepening ideological breach.
The Kuomintang is becoming more dictatorial in method as well as
attitude, and is thus somewhat in daenger of destroying within the




country under its control the very freedom which it is striving to
win back from Japenese aggression. This alienates youth and all
those of liberal tendencies who are charged with communist leanings
snd often severely punished. The emotional reactions thus tend to
influence each the other side. When the war is over there may be a
period of internecine conflict or of somewhat totalitarian
suppression by the dominant party. On the other nand, Chinecse have
their own means of settling disputes, and long redeewco in this
country makes one cautious about pessimistic dogmatism. I have
recorded thus frankly the discouraging aspects of the cituation.
These cannot be ignored nor minimized. To some extent they are the
inevitable consequences of a long and very exhausting war. One
wonders that they are no worse. And in amy case I 4o not believe
that they will too seriously impalr the \pirlt of uontlnuln recis-
tance.

Phe Generalissimo reminded me more than once that what he had
gaid to me last year had been modified by irternational deve10p-
ments This is realized by everyone here. The government leaders
are exuremely competent interpreters of world events &nd ere Natthrb
these with intense interest. They recognise that it has now tecom
a world-wide struggle of the freedom-loving reoples agasinst unreq—
trained military aggression, and especially thst for all practical
purposes Americe, Rritain end China are allies, Japan muet therefore
soon decide v‘ethﬁr to carry out her Axis obligation snd incur the
enmity of thess three “ountr;es or radicsally to abandon her present
pu]i,J of ixyx*iali tic domination. TWvents in Burope teem to point
toward a lengthy war in which we <ha become more involved. North
America may even possibly become the directing centre. If so, the
gspeedy elimination of Japan 2: an active factor has many advantages
and can be attained with relatively i rnificant commitments., Or if
Jepan adopts the saner course it can only be through an uppeal to
the American Government to negotiate with that of China with s view

2t we can be no longer dilssociated
he New Order to be established

a more congenial topic to report on our own graduates
cen 4o s0 with only the ightest touch of the somewhat

J
1“5 overtones in nntiuwfi affairs. PFrom the time of my arrival

they have been calling on me or doing something for my pleasure.

There are at least two hurndred and fifty of them in the city and its

decentralized sm.arb~, all employed, most of them active snd enthus-

f{astic. Not many are yet in high positions, but they represent a

hizh average of reliabi 11ty and with fine ideals which after all is

ar more to be de .?*ed. They are in almost every phase of governmant,

educational, religious snd other employment. With butter almost as

rare a luxury here as coffee one brought me a tin from his own dsiry

as delicious as thut from an Americen farm. The (official) Central

Daily News and Tnternational Publicity Bureau arec practically under

their control. So on throughout. The comment is frequently made -

thus ccnfirming my own biased impressions - that there ie an intangible

1
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April 30, 1941

REPORT OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY

On March 15th a letter came to hand from Dr. Stuart, It was addressed
to the Secretary, and, in his absence, I opened same and, after reading it care-
fully, called Mr, Tsai who was in the office that morning and, in confidence, show-
ed the letter to him, Mr. Tsai expressed grave fear that it would be very danger-
ous to send this letter out to those on our special list of friendse

Shortly thereafter, Mr. McBrier came in and I referred it to him without
comment. His reaction was that it should be suppressed, or at least referred to
the State Department in Washington, D. Ce. for advice,

Conferring together, it was decided that an approach be made to one of

X
our trustees in close contact with the State Department, and, if possible,vcngﬁer

with other Yenching Trustees, After a careful check of the list, Dr, Lloyd Ruland
was the only one available and the letter was referred to him. Dr. Ruland's first
reaction confirmed the opinion of others, and on Monday the communication was sent
to Hon, Cordell Hull personally. No reply was received until on March 27th when
Dre As Lo Warnshuis called by telephone and reported a conference with members of
the State Department wherein it had been decided not to make any recommendations by
meil, but that the personal opinion of all those familiar with the letter was that
they should be held very closely, and that there was some surprise that previous
communications had been distributed so widely.

As a result of this advice from the Department, the letter has only been
seen by - other than those mentioned above - the foilowing:

Dr. E. C. Lobenstine Mrs Louis Wolfersz

Dr. Claude Thomson Mr. J. I. Parker

Dr. Lucius Porter

and lately by your President, who expressed the opinion that it should be suppressed.




