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Confidential

September 1, 1939

To the Board of Trustees:

This is our official day for the beginning of the new ses-
sion, and on the whole the outlook is auspicious. The disastrous Tien-
tsin flood is delaying the arrival alike of faculty and students. It
may be noted in passing that evidence points quite conclusively to the
opening of dikes upstream from Tientsin by the Japanese military in an
effort to flood guerrilla-ridden farming areas and divert the flood
from their own stronghold, whereas actually they have brought added
misery to an already afflicted country-side and failed to prevent the
damage - running according to their estimate into hundreds of millions
of dollars = to the city of Tientsin, including their own concession
and military headquarters. This natural calamity, following upon the
destructiveness of the Japanese armies and the very much increased
living costs due to the war, will do much to aggravate the wretched
plight of the people of this province,

For ourselves the very abnormal exchange gives of course &
certain advantage, U.S+$1.00 being equal now to about Local Currency
$16.00, But because of mounting commodity prices we are giving &
bonus which for the past month averaged 30% on salaries, with corres-
ponding increases on many other budget items. The figures we are
charging for student board is double that of last session which vas
already considerably over normal.

This leads to our heaviest feature of increased expendi-
ture in emergency aid to studentse. All of them are in varying degrees
affected by these economic consequences of the Japanese invasion, large
numbers being unable to continue their studies without special finen-
cial assistance. Not a few have indescribably pathetic personal trag-
edies, = one or more members of the family slaughtered, homes looted
or property destroyed by Japanese savagery, cut off for months without
any word from home, etce We are continuing the policy again this year
of giving emergency aid to all such victims of the hostilities who in
character and quality of academic work seem to be worthy of it. We
are thus sharing with them our good fortune in American exchange, and
taking it as one of the most useful things that we can do in the national
struggle. Except for this one extravagance - in which we feel confi=-
dent of your approval = we are storing up all that we can of savings
in American currency and drawing upon our liquid assets in local funds.
The currency we are forced to use is wholly worthless except where and
as long as Japanese bayonets compel its circulation, and the national
currency will rise or fall in value with confidence in the ability of
the country to continue its resistances.

The drain upon our reserves in thus aiding necdy students
is accentunted by the larger number we fecl it our duty to acccpt. We
and the Catholic Univerdity in the city are the only institutions of
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higher lcarning in all this region except those sponsored by the
Japanese which of course no decent Chinese desires to attend. Both

of us are trying therefore to take in as many as we can accommodates.
In our own case this means providing for some 700 boys and 270 girls
(hoping that 20 or 30 of the former may not show up) instead of our
usual limit of 800. Even so we have accepted about 1 in 9 for under-
graduate and 1 in 16 for graduate study. We have, however, the satis-
faction of securing the choicest young people of this region and of
giving them a refuge for which they and their parents as well as the
National Government give ample evidence of their gratitude.

Of new members on the Faculty the most significant feature
is the number of our owvn rraduates, including four men and one woman
returning from the States with their doctorates. We are especially
glad to welcome Mr. Brank Fulton whose strengthening of our religious
activities is made possible through the McBrier Foundation.

Developments in international affairs and in China's re-
sistance to Japanese aggression continue to concern us as being
literally a matter of life or death to Yenching. It is too early
to write with any confidence as yet of the bearing on Eastern Asia
of the German-Soviet pact, but it must have come as a disillusioning
shock to Japan., The immediate fall of a Cabinet whose policy was
based upon friendship with the Axis countries in support of imperial-
istic conquest on thec mainland, and the rather neutral complexion of
the new Cabinet, reflect the dismayed perplexity in Tokyoe. Violent
partisan groupings for or ugainst the anti-Comintern Axis were al-
ready disrupting internal solidarity and these vill probably be in-
tensifieds The effect on popular morale, notably that of the common
soldiers, must be fairly serious, as they had been led to believe in
Germany as their powerful ally against their Communist enemy, Russia.
Not only arc the highly-placed advocates of this policy now discredit-
ed, but the anti-Communist propaganda upon which Japan has relied so
largely both at home and sbroad is now at one stroke made absurdly
meaningless or even dangerouss

Chinese opinion is that Russie, now freed from fear on her
western front, will begin large-scale operations in Manchuria, or even
in the direction of Korea, and this is supported by prominent Chinese
residents of Manchuria who are secretly slipping away and bringing
tales of heavy fighting in which Russia seems to be aggressive and
Japanese losses considerable. Foreign views, however, are still to
the effect that Russia has no intention of doing more than aiding
China by keeping Japan worried and a substantial proportion of her
troops immobilized on the longolian border. General Chiang Kai-
shek will undoubtedly take full aflvantage of any such weakening of
Japanese forces in China where even as it is they have been barely
holding their own for months past. Some thoughtful Chinese even fear
that Russian aid might lead to an extension of her influence in this
country, stimulated further by a natural sense of gratitude, and that
this would be almost as undesirable alike from the standpoint of in=
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telligent Chinese patriotism and of American concern for a stable
peace in the Pacific area as for Japan to achieve her aims,

The appointment of the Japanese Ambassador in London
as Foreign Minister is said to be conditional upon securing guar=-
artees from England for winding up the "China affair" in order that
Japan may be more free to deal with Russia. The assumption is that,
with the complexity of British problems in Europe nnd elsewhere, and
the tendency of her present Cabinet to compromise, Enrland and France
having been recently rebuffed by Russia would be in a peculisarly re-
ceptive mood to salvapge what they can of their interests in China end
prevent Japan from becoming too completely weekened to preserve the
"balance of nower" agninst Russia and an ellied, victorious China,
More specifically, this would talke the form of some vague recognie
tion of Japan's special relationships in North Chine (including con-
tinued garrisoning of troops though this would not be mentioned) in
exchange for British pressurc on the National Goverrment to come to
terms with Japan and the restoration of Tngland's enormous interests
in other parts of the country. My Chinese friends who are in closest
toush with Japanese trends think that while the new Cabinet will try
to avoid an open break with Germany, and may cven play with the idea
of 7 non=aggression pact with Russis, yet they will concentrate on
America, England, and France in an effort to effect a settlement with
Chine on the best terms they can. They feel that the United States
has a superlative opportunity to insist on the withdrawal of all
Japanese military and naval forces from all of China within the Great
Wall as the essential pre-rzquisite to any scttlement we can approves.

Most of these speculations will have been proven right or
wrong long beforc you read these lines. But at the risk of wearying
you with rupetitious comments, certain conclusions will hold whatover
shifting of events may occur in Burope or out here.

(1) Japancse policy stands rovealed as aiming ot the vir=-
tual conquest and monopolistic scommercial uxploitation of all China
in such stnges as may be safcly undertaken, with the completc climi-
notion of all other foreign intcrests rogordless of treatios or olo-
mental humen decencies. The ebortive anti-British agitetion gives
ample cvidencc of this, Crudely childish and in many respects comicnl,
it carries a sinister warning of a state of mind long fostercd among
their populacc. Whatever assurances they may blandly make to the
contrary, our turn will come whenever thoy feel strong onough to lot
loose thoir own hired ruffinns and the Chincse riff-raff they cmploye

(2) The Japanesc have proven themsclves utterly unfit for
ruling snothor people. Lacking tho moral and cultural qualitics to
do this by morc humene mothods, they have recoursc only to terroriza-
tion, torturc and petty tyranny, duplicity and control of all sourcos
of information or cducation. Anything concoivablo would be bottoer
for China = and for tho world as affccted by China - Then to comc un-
der Japancsc militarized domination.
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(3) The United States, without the slightest danger
of beconing involved in war, and with at most only temporary and
limited commercial losses, could easily bring enough pressure on
Japan to help forward the awalening which has already begun and
thus aid the liberal elements in the country to expose the rrendiose
delusions of its dominant rilitary group. More than any other
country do Chinese trust us and seek our friendship. Ly strong im-
pression is that England sand France, harassed by anxietics from which
we are free, would welcome and follow our lead. The two essential
noints are: first, we sust not be misled during the remaining months,
hefore the abrogation of the 1911 treaty is to teke effect, by any
anparent changes in Japenese nolicy; and secondly, "the administra-
tive and territorial integrity of China' To which we are comnitted
can only be implaomented by insisting on the -ithdrowal of all Japan-
ese troops from all of Chine, vith orth China especially in mind.

More narrowly ith reference to our ovm institution, but
with passionate concern for its fate as well as for the vastly
greater moral snd material velues involved, the i'inest service the
Trustees and all American fricnds of Yenching University can render
these next few critical months is to exert all pnossible influence
upon our Govermment to act firmly and Toarlessly according %o its
ovm wholly adequate understanding of the gravity of those issuese
Damage to Yonching and other American institutions or individuals
in this area bocomes relatively unimportant as boing less in any
casc than the far more thorough and enduring decstruction if Japan
is allowed to achieve her undeniobly cvil dosignss
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e have been now nearly eight weeks in this Dorder District, and as

we have everywherc been very xindly treated and well informed by our husts,
we have come to know quite a lot about the local political and military

sitj?tion. )

¥ ‘/
Thécaroafﬁmunded by the four railways and containing nearly foriy
hgien together with a large part of mid-Hopel (again neurly fort, hsicn)
hage been uiEhn§Z&drgptg?theoﬂorder District of shansi, Charhar, and !opeil,-—
L?yyﬁ ol e ), Jand presents o very remurkable experiment in
democr-c¢y in extremely difficult conditions. For all hsien citieg vut one,
and most of the big towns throughout the district, ere garrisoned by the
Japanese, who also control the r:ilways and the main ronds of communication.
The government was elected at a delegutes' conference in Januery 1938 when
delegates of every group in society, military, trade smen, farmers, gentry,
and even monks from wu Tai Shan came togetlier on the simple busis of
Resistance to Japan. It is a true United Front Government. 807 of its
officers are non-party men, 12/ Kuo iin Tang, and the reainiig 8¢ all
other parties, presumabl; mostly communist. In the government, parties are
forgotten in doing the work which is urgently necessary.F e talked with
General Sung Shao Jen, head of the government. 1 was very much impressed
with him. He is & quiet man with a wise squarc face and very sincere and
friendly expression. He lives on the same standard as his ma-fu cr hostler
(#; 4 ), receiving a salary of $l6 per month from which he must pay 6 for
food. He is experienced in administration, hoving worked for Governcr Yen
Hsi Shan in Shensi, and his workers obviously have very great confidence in
his wisdorm and effective action. Not that the government is & one-man showg
around Sung are many coppetent and entusiastic.young men, wrking os hsien
chang or nagistrate ( Vit [ ) or chuan yuan ( ; ¢ ) (= chuan yuan is head
over six hsien, and in case the place is cut off from the government he takes
full initiscive and responsibility) #e werc able to meet many of them, as
the government was in session when we arrived. JFA beginning of democcracy has
been made by electing village councils by populhtr vote. In some cases there
has been a vote of 80%, and even women, who previously toox no poiitical
responsibility,,?ave registered as much as 60, vote. the Ts'un chang or

village head ( . ) is elected by tlis council, which alﬁo allots snares
of the villuge tax. So far Ch'#l chang or district head ( et ) e ve
not been elected, though they have been chosen lately purely for executive
capacity, but the next step to be taken immediately, is the organization of
election of ch'® chang, -and after that will come the c¢lection bf hgsien
cheng or maglstrates ( i -F7 ). %The people of every village are now or-
genized - the men serve as guards'in turn, and provide transport of military
provisions and government supplies (L.e. paper), also send letters and
entertain guests. The women, where soldiers are quartered, grind meal and
wash and mend clothes. kverywhere there is an attenpt to teach the people
to read, and to become conscious of the war. {nildren are organized into
hsiso nien t'uan or children's groups (- 3 ¥ ). They learn songs and
slogans, act as servants to the soldiers, help to educate their elders, and
prepare to be soldiers later on.

In this district there are 12,000,000 people. 4They are rapidl, learn=
ing to cooperate effectivel, with the go vernment because they trust it.
They can see the sincerity of the men with whom they dealc. They trust the
Government bank, so that Dien cih'# money is thoroughl, gtable on a level
with legal tender. Government pouer is steadil, extending. Their agent s
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Ve
operute almost up to the walls of .9.ns occupied by the Japanese. in \
Pl'ing Shan hsien ( 77z ¥1) in a normal year, 90/: of the land tax can ve
coliecteds 'This year in spite of Japancse occupation of four points in
the hsien over 807 of the tax has been collected. 'axes thr oughout the
whole region have been greatly gimplified. Now there are only land tax,
import tax, and export tax. The lund tex is less than beforc and the
other taxes are minor cnes, for control rather than income. In addition
the farmers contribute Brain for feeding the army. This is their biggest
purden, and they bear it because they are convinced that their government
by tne Japanese would be far Wworse. The peasants sy that their bufden
ig now hecvvier then in normal years, but less heavy than in previous
yesrs of wer (i.e. civil war).

There are two factors which have made the enti-Japénese movemen. 2
regl mass movement here. One is the excellence of the work and propaganda
of the Pien Ch'# Chenjp Hu or Boruer Government (17 b Z.i#), the other is
the behaviour of the Japanese army. Je have during most of our travels
peen pasaing through villages visited by Japanese troops. 1t is easy to
distinguish them. They are practically destroyed by burning. herever
the Jepaness soldiers go, they burn the village, (and sometipes the cropss
too), tremple the fields, kill the livestock, and perhaps villagers, 1oo,
end rap: any women they can find. This last action makes the Chinese hate
them worst of all snd regard them as beasts. In consejuence of this disap-
trous belcviour, the Japsnese are everywhere called Ruei tsu or ceuons ('7 ¥)
and fesred and hated. So the work of the Border Government n=s been made
eagier . H'he pensants willingly cooperate in & way that would perhgps nor-
mally be impossible. They spy for the Chinese, carry wounded, Jjuin the
army (80, of the army is composed of local men). shen the Japane se come
now, the people completel, e vocuate the village, burying food and taking
away all animais, utensils, etc. into the hills, and all the people leave.
5 the Jaranose rmust bring with them all their necessities. One nagistrate
put in by the Japanese complained "my citizens are only beggars amd rascals!®
TFor when the Japanese arrived the people fled, and so the magistrate offered
free relief (food, and money) to those who came back. But the patriots
still did not come. Only the beggars and rascals came. Nowadays the
qwrs 7ill sometimes let the Japanese kill them rather than act

Chinese fapy

as guides( Y there is a story of a simple farmer on‘wu Tai Shan who remen-
bercd the $welve points of the wreople's Conpact (4 0% 4. 57 ) and so when
the Japanese put him to gulde them he ran awaye ‘lhey caught nim and took
of f his shues to prevent him running. But he got wuway again. This time
they took away his stockings and forced him to go warefoot, and even then he
tricd to escape, and sc the Japanose finally shot him. There is snother
story of a man wio WwW&s employed to lead tie Jajunese to the Chinsse rear,
but actually led them into an ambush. And so on. It is clear that as time
goas on there ure more &nd more difficulties for the Japanese, as they act
in a country stvongly organized against them: \

The .ighth lloute Army is very strong here - probabl, a quarter riliion
men - end is real., a "people's army". ihe nucleus, and the communaeras,
are old Red Army men of ten or more years of experience in guerrilla fight-
ing. e have met iany of the officers and very wany ordinary soldiers in
the army, and have formed a very high opinion of them. The behav.our of
the ordinary soldiers is in remarkable contrast to thatl of the Japanese.
They treat the formers ever ysnerce with the atinost consideration and Kinaness.
I have not heard any complaints that they taxe food or goous without peayment.
They behave guietly. <They take nco notice of the women at alls one would
think that they have no emotions of sex, for neigher in recreation ncr read=-
ing do the; seew to have any outlet. ~rerhaps they are so given up to the
ideal of fighting for Cuina that there jg emotional harmony. Ferhaps the
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poor food and hard Life leave no spuare energy. Itor their food must be on_
one of the lowest standards in the world, costing about $5.00 a month (in
time of high prices), restricted to millet (/" +4 ) end one vegelabie.
Sometimes they have corn, and i pgod districts, flour. Very little
vegetablies, no meat or eggs. The% have had cluthes anu equipment, poor
lodgings, no comiorts except occasionul cigarettes. Yet they remain cheer-
ful, loyal, and enthusiagiic. Their ofiicers 1ive cn alicosi the sane
gcale as the men, only theiir equipment is rather better, for they have
more captured Japanese material., Uhe cooperation of army ami goveinment
ig good, but the government ie not controlled by the army.

0 you car sce that in soclal, political, «nd wilitary o gaudzation
this region is meking rapid advances, and even if the Jaepanese occupy more
roads &nd towns they cannot solve the problem of paciiication of tiie country-
side.» Metiods oi severe rc¢pressions such as they used with success in Last
Hopei this ye«r cannot be effective here, wnere theye is much wmore powerful
organization agaiust theu, unless they have enough men to occupy lie majori-
ty of the villages! - a hopeless task!

_ Japanc se have realized the danger to tnem, amd so whiie they talked of
"mopping up bandits" they have actually maue campaigns in an endeavour to
cut up the border district into small parte, and break tueir connection.

In the autumn, 1938, the drive on u Lali was uade from ab.ut ten direc-
tions, ana w#u Tai itseli was occupiea. BSoue of the attacis succeedea and
many cities were captured, but tae governuent woved off int. tue uountains
and continucd to funection, and the Japanese were left with longer coumunicas=
tions lines to guard. Chiilese cominuni cations were made ior. difficult, but
not too cdifficult to use.

Phis swwaer in June, there were other Japancse urives, in b attaipt
to cut up the Border District by lines from I Chou to Lal Yuan cnd other
such places. “his campalgn completely Tailed and fthe Japancse had to re=
trest to tleir start.ng point. In future ii is quite liely thet such
campalgns may succeed, anu 80 the government hBre is s0 organizec to«t even
if cut up into smaller units it can gtiil continue to work elffectively.
ilost important is the close orgeuization of the people, anc eliminuticn of
traitorse.

\\,\’___’__’_,_ "/’/

Jnile the good points oi this administration have been noted above,
there remain some points wnere improvement is urgently naeded. Vhe; can ve
summed up by saying that there is no gcientific spirit.('l can best sillOW
the need by exwnples. For instance, howhere is there an, serious atteumpt
to ve punctucl snd work to tinme. 1ilitéry engageuents fail throug lack of
carc there, and life is inefiicient everywhere. ching xgn}(.i’ ] told me
that the time of a meeting was announced as afternoon | )y and that
peopie wasted as much as two lours in coming eorly!  iverywiere we have been
held up by inefficient people who were incapable of tninging ahead and plan-
ning even such & simple thing as a meal. Partly as a result of this lack of
punctuality the radio is very inefficient and batteries are wasted and run
down, so that, for example, now in an importaent cenire there 1is no working
radio. Another exauple of the lack or scientific spirit is carelessness of
elementary rules of health. ilies flourish unrestricted because of in-
senitary habits, and malaria is very common. The government orkers, who
have education, are no better than the farmers who velieve that flies eat
the poison of the mant'ou or bread ( 't . 7r). uliany other examples could//
be given. oo
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I am very glad that Cning yun is here. He is well and happy, although
he has not yet enough to do. He logt zll his belongings when the Japanese
burnec & village. So if you have any way to help him by sending simple
tiings -~ clothes, pen, wetch, etce, it would be very veluable . hore
scientists are urgently needed, for the faults L have poinled<but-above are
rot fundementel. XThey can be put right by the introduction o1 people of
scientific education ana spirit, who would putl telepilone, rudio, industry,
onto = sound basis. \ ching Yun told me that at present tie paper &l soap
feetories ore controlled by men vho know nothing of the process ¢. magu=
faoturel . eeesessse COR BUDDLY cxperts in r adio, chend str v, etc., bulgit
is extrenely imgortantifﬁﬁfwthey heve a thorough grasp oi fundw.enteds and
can utilize the very simple uaterials which are availaule Lerc. For inse
tance, it is no use knowing only the wmodern netnods of lecther tanning.
They are too expensive to usc here. Something approprdate to the cistrict
must be worked out. There are minerals such as mica and agbestos in the
hills here but no cne knows llow to get them and how vo uec them. There is
no hope for industrial development to make the region independent of
Japanese goods uniil more skillcd workers come in. They musl come f rouw
Peking and ~ienksin where there are plenty of such. 1ihe resgt oif onhina nas
guch urgcat need of them that they cannot ve spared to come uers from tne
jnterior. Doctors also are ur gently needed. untit reseently there was
only on: doctor in the /eole region who couid perforu opcrationst Now he
has about four good doctors assisting, but there are stily far too few,
and they arz cnly =ble to look &fter wounded soldiers. Junlic nealta nas
no one respcnsivle.

In agricultural plans tne goverrment is better equipped, iat nsre again
they need tactnicel men to put the plens into effective action.

udvcetion here does not exist in the sense we mcan at ceeesses. llETe
everything is gubservient to the plan of anuti-Jagenese activity, wia what
they ozll “education® is simply propagunda. “‘history" iLecals the story of
China's oppression by Japeh, HGeography " uvie account of battles, coLnon
knowledge" meang how to help the army, reading" mecns le&iNily S.0pEN8.
It may be thet tils is all necessary and thet anything further woulad be
wrong use of energy, tut s 1 see thils veducation®, 1 worider about the
futurc. hat happens after the war'

Thig leads on to the general g.estion which seeus to me to be of very
grcat imporiance, thougl: peopls here deiiperateiy ignore 1te oW tiiere is
being built up 2 jerocratic systeir not based on law or obsGience Lo the
govarnnznt, but on willing cooperution for a cormon PUrpose, a coikion
motivating force. ‘the purpose ig to drive out tue Japanese and the motlve
is hatred, or self-interest., or the people believe tiat self-oreservation
means that they must cooperate in resistance. hat wiil happen wien the
war ends, the purpose is achieva, or partially acnisved, and the hatred and
self-preservation no longer force the memwbers of the comnunity into co=-
operative action¥ cood desoerctic hablls may gurvive, vut they arec not
enough to build the good gociety that is our ideal.

It ceems to re of lhe ver, grectest importance that this single moiive
of hetred of Jepen should be replaced by a higher motive oi the service of
menkind and the buidding of a new China and new world. LY that new world
China and Japan must cooperale; there ig no alternative. In the future
lies the imensely difficult tasx of healing the moteriel and spiritual
ravages of war and aking this cooperction posaible. O that even as 1
aduire the singlemindedness and devotion of the people here, it seeuws to
me egsentisl that something further be added: the contrioution which a
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vital christianity can give, of se.f-gsacrifice and love and forgiveness.s
I do not®fizan that fighting should stop. Lt i3 unfortunately a neces-
gary evil. But I do mean that en unbreaxeable founcetion of future peace
should now be built, by replacing the motive of natlred cven wnile the ex-
ternsal actions mey nave to remain the same, oI May by cnoice remain the
Saie .

46 present these people guffer more for their idesli tuen we do ioT
our g, = their self-sacrifice ie more complete, ani all the tiume there
must be vitsl connection between their beliefs and sctions. ‘ihe demand
made by nationelism or commmnism is Very strong and completty=in this part
of China it gets the response of the best s.irits. IN seeeveee W Rave
had 1little competition of this kind: it rewains to be s2en whal neppens
when students in the south are faced with the alternstives of uarxism and
christianity - for it seeme impossible truly to cowblne thea., Caa we
ghow a kind of patriotism more strenuous than that of the cowmaunists, and
-t the save time keep our clear chailenge to be citizens of a new worid
where national barriers, prejudices, and hatred are compietely transcended?

yar means that for the tiwe being all efforts at the improvement of
cocial structure must be postponcds there is no chance tu mass uhe chiange
till the war is ended. But the work of iife-changing - that is, preparing
men snd women fit for the new society,~musi go on, and even faster than
before. ALt can, vecause now people are forced to face the realities of
1ife in a new way.

Poople all over tne world will be subject to : one-sided propaganda
and emotionzi stress. But it is essential that we determine to find the
truth end live by reason, not emotion. In +seeeees you heve &« splendid
opportunity for this, which I am sure you will not waste. Do as we have

leurned to face tae truth about ourselves we mugt face the trutia gucut |
our nation, and recognizing sin, sec how God can change ueg as & n&tion -
sngland or China, ¢

Your friesnd end comrade

]




somewhere in Shansi
Confidential September 2, 1939

”~

We have been now nearly eight weeks in this Border IListrict,
and as we have everywhere been very kindly treated and well informed by
our hosts, we have come to know quite & 1ot about the local political and
military situation.

This area - organized as the Border District of Shansi, Chahar,
and Hopei ~ presents a very remarkable experiment in democracy in extreme-
ly. difficult conditions, ¥or all hsien cities but one, and most of the
big towas throughout the district, are garrisoned by the Japanese, who also
control the railways and the main roads of communication. The government
was elected at a delegates!' conference in January, 1938, when delegates
of every group in society, military, tradesmen, farmers, gentry, and even
monks from Wu Tai Shan came together on the simple basis of TNesistance
to Japan. It is a trve United Front Government., 80% of its offiicers are
non-party men, 12% Kuo Min Tang, and the remaining 8% all other parties,
presumably mostly Communist:. In the government, parties are forgotten in
doing the work which is urgently necessary,

e talked with General Sung Shao Wen, head of the government,
I was very much impressed with him. He is a quiet man with a wise square
face and very sincere and friendly expression, He lives on the same stand-
ard as his hostler, receiving a salary of $16 per month from which he must
pay #6 for food. He 1is experienced in administration, having worked for
Governor Yen Hsi shan in chansi, and his workers obvicusly have very great
confidence in nis wisdom and effective action. Not that the government
is a one man show, around 3ung are many competent and enthusiastic young
men, working as magistrates. We were able to meet many of them, as the
government was in session when we arrived.

A beginning of democracy has been made by electing village
councils by popular vote. In someé CAS6S there has been a vote of 80%,
and even women, who previously took no political responsibility, have
registered as much as 60% vote. The village head is elected by this coun-
cil, which also allots shares of the village %ax. 5o far district heads
have not been elented, though they have been chosen lately purely for
executive capacity, but the next step to be taken immediately is the or-
ganization of their electionc

The people of every village are now organized . The men
serve as guards in turn, and provide transport of military provisions
and government supplies (1. e. paper). They also send letters and enter-
tain guests, The women, where soldiers are quartered, grind meal and
wash and mend clothes. Everywhere there is an attempt to teach the people
to read, and to become conscious of the war, Children are organized into
groups. They learn songs and slogans, act as servants to the soldiers,
help to educate their elders, and prepare to be soldiers later onc

In this district there are 12,000 000 people. They are rapid-
ly learning to cooperate effectively with the government because they trust
it. They can see the sincerity of the mon with whom they deals. They trust
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the Government bank, so that Border ristrict money is thoroughly stable
on a level with legal tender. Government power is steadily extending.
Their agents operate almost up to the walls of towns occupied by the
Japanese. Taxes throughout the whole region have been greatly simpli~
fied, Now there are only land tax, import tax, and export tax. The
land tax 14 less than before and the other taxes are minor omnes, for con-
trol rather than income, In addition the farmers contribute grain for
feeding the armys This is their biggest burden, and they bear it be-
cause they are convinced that their government by the Japanese would be
far worse. The peasants say that their burden is now heavier than in
normal years, but less heavy than in previous years of war (14 04 civil
war) .

There are two factors which have made the anti-Japanese move-~
ment a real mass movement here, One is the excellence of the work and
propaganda of the Border Government, the other is the behaviour of the
Japanese army. We have during most of our travels been passing through
villages visited by Japanese troops. It is casy to distinguish them.
They are practically destroyed by burning. ™Wherever the Japanese sol=-
diers go, they burn the village, (and sometimes the crops,too), trample
the fields, kill the livestock, and perhaps villagers, too, and rape
any women they can find, This last action makes the Chinese hate them
worst of all and regard them as beasts., In consequence of this dises=~
trous behaviour, the Japanese are everywhere called kuei tze or demons
and feared and hated. So the work of the Border Government has been
made easier,

The peasants willingly cooperate in a way that would perhaps
normally be impossible. They spy for the Chinese, carry wounded, join the
army (80% of the army is composed of jocal men), VWhen the Japanese come
now, the people completely evacuate the village, burying food and taking
away all animals, utensils, etc., into the hills, and all the people leave.
So the Japanese must bring with them 211 their necessities, One magistrate
put in by the Japanese complained, "My citizens are only beggars and ras-
calsi" For when the Japanese arrived the people fled, and so the magis-
trate offered free relief (food and money) to those who came back, But
the patriots still did not come. Only the beggars and rascals came.

The Eighth Route Army is very strong here ~ probably a quarter
of a million men - and is really a "people's army". The nucleus and the
commanders are old Red Army men of ten or more years of experience in
guerrilla fighting. We have met many of the officers and very many ordi-
nary soldiers in the army, and have formed a very high opinion of thems
The behaviour of the ordinary soldiers is in remarkable contrast to that
of the Japanese. They treat the farmers everywhere with the utmost ‘con=-
sideration and kindness. I have not heard any complaints that they take
food or goods without payment., They behave quietly. They take no notice
of the women at all; one would think that they have no emotions of sex,
for neither in recreation nor recding do they seem to have any outlet.
Perhaps they are so given up to the {deal of fighting for China that
there is emotional harmony. Perhaps the poor food and hard life leave
no spare energy. For their food must be on one of the lowest standards
in the world, costing about $5.00 a month (in time of high prices),
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restricted to millet and one vegetable. Sometimes they have corn, and
in good districts, flour. They have had clothes and equipment, poor
lodgings, no comforts exeept occasional cigarettes., Yet they remain
cheerful, loyal, and enthusiastic. Their officers 1live on almost the
same scale as the men, only their ‘equipment is rather better, for they

have more captured Japanese material. The cooperation of army and govern-
ment is good, but the government is not controlled by the army.

So you can see that in social, political, and military organi-
zation this reglon is making rapid advances, and even if the Japanese 06~
cupy more roads and towns they cannot solve the problem of pacification of
the countryside, Methods of severe repressions such as they used with sue-
cess in East Hopei this year cannot be effective here, where there is much
more powerful organization against them, unless they have enough men to -
cupy the majority of the villages - a hopeless taskl

While the good points of this administration have been noted
above, there remain some points where improvement is urgently needed, They
can be summed up by saying that there is no scientific spirit. More scien-
tists are urgently needed, for the faults are not ftundamental. They can
be put right by the introduction of people of scientific education and
spirit, who would put telephone, radio, industry, onto a sound basis, It
is extremely important, however, that those who go have a thorough grasp
of fundamentals and can utilize the very simple materials which are avail~
able here, For instance, it is no use knowing only the modern methods of
leather tamming. They are too expensive to use here, Something appropri-
ate to the district must be worked out. There are minerals such as mica
and asbestos in the hills here, but no one knows how to get them and how
to use them,

There is no hope for industrial development to make the region
independent of Japanese goods until more skilled workers come ine They
must come from Peking and Tientsin, where there are plenty. The rest of
China has such urgent need of them that they cannot be spared to come here
from the interior. Doctors also are urgently needed. Until recently there
was only one doctor in the whole region who could perform operations} Now
he has about four good doctors assisting, but there are still far too few,
and they are only able to look after wounded soldiers, Public health has
no one responsible, In agricultural plens the government 1is better equlp-~
ped, but here again they need technical men to put the plans into effective
actions

Education here does not exist in the sense we mean 8t eevevver o
Hore everything is subservient to the plan of anti-Japanese activity, and
what they call "education" is simply propaganda, "History" means the story
of China's oppression by Japan, "geography" the account of battles, "commen
knowledge" means how to help the army, "reading" moans learning sloganse’
It may be that this is all necessary and that anything further would be
wrong use of energy, but as I see this "education", I wonder about the
future. What happens after the war?

U945
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This leads on to the general question which seems to me to
be of very great importance, though people here deliberately ignore it,
Now there is being built up a democratic system not based on law or obe-
dience to the government, but on willing cooperation for a common purpose,
a common motivating .forbe. Tha purpose.is to drive out the Japanese and
the motive is hatred, or self-interest. For the people believe that self =
preservation means that they must cooperate in resistance. What will hap-
pen when the war ends, the purpose is achieved, or partially achieved, and
the hatred and solf-preservation no longer force the members of the com=~
munity into cooperative action} Good demooratic habits may survive, but
they are not enough to build the good society that is our ideal,

It soems to mo of the very greatest importance that this single
motive of hatred of Japan should be replaced by a higher motive of the
service of mankind and the building of a new China and new worlds In thht
new world China and Japan must cooperates therc is no alternative. In the
future 1ies the immensely difficult task of healing the material and spir=-
ftual ravages of war and making this cooperation possibles 50 that even
as I admire the singlemindednoss and devotion of the people here, 1t scoms
to me essontial that somothing further be added: tho contribution which
a vital Christianity can give, of sclf-sacrifice and love and forgivcnesse
I do not moan that fighting should stop. It is unfortunatcly a nccossary
ovil, But I do moan that an unbreakable foundation of future poace should
now be built, by roplacing the motive of hatred cven while the external
actions may have to romain the same, or may by choico remain the same,

At present thosc people suffer more for their ideal than we
do for ours, - their sclf-sacrifico is morc complote, and all the time
thore must be vital comnoction betwoon thoir beliefs and actionse. The
demand made by nationalism or communism i{s very strong and completes in
this part of China it gets the response of the best spiritse In sececcoe
we have had 1little competikion of this kind; it remains to be seen what
happens when students in the south are faced with the alternatives of
Marxism end Christianity - for it seems impossible truly to combine them,
Can we show a kind of patriotism more strenuous than that of the com-
munists, and at the same time keep our clear challeonge to be citizens of
a new world where national barriors, prejudices, and hatred are completely
trunscended?

Wor meaons that for the time being all efforts at the improve=-
ment of social structure must be postponed; there is no chance to make the
change till the war is onded, But the work of life-changing - that 1s,
preparing men and women fit for the new socioty - must go on, and oven
faster than before, It can, because now people aro forcod to faee the
realities of life in a new waye

People all over the world will be subjeet to a one-sided
propoganda and emotional strosse But it is ossontial that we determine
to find the truth and live by rcason, not omotione In eecsscces you have
e splendid opportunity for this, which I am suro you will not waste. GO
as wo have learned to faco the truth about ourselves we must face the
truth about our nation, and rccognizing sin, sec how God can changc us a8
a nation - England or China,

\‘A"' -./Ifl“ 1 "{l
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September 19, 1539

Mr. Serge Elisseeff
Harvard=-Yenching Institute
19 Boylston Hall
Cambridge, Massachusetts

My deer Mr. Elisseeff:

I am sending you a copy of the enclosed in reply to a letter
fram Dre Garside, for I deem it only fair that you should be kept
fully informed of any correspondence of this nature with our own
Trustbes. It is scarcely necessery to add that we think so highly
of you and are so anxious for the utmost measure of mutual confidence,
good will, and effective cooperation, thet we have takemn up this matter
thus promptly and vigorouslys An institution which began as unknown,
with as limited resources, and with the hindrances inherent in its racial
and other complications, has undoubtedly during these years of early
struggle been guilty of blundering at times, and has been under the
constant temptation to strain its funds to meet pressing exigencies.
We have never, however, been consciously guilty of exploiting the funds
of the Harvard-Yenching Institute for any purpose other than that for
which they were intendede In fact, neither you nor anyone who had not
been through the experience can quite appreciate the immense satisfaction
which hes come to us from being able to develop Chinese studies even to
the present extent of ours. Schools in China, established by foreigners
have always been under the odium of inferiority in this respect, due
either to supposed indifference or incompetence, or bothe The distinction
that has come to Yenching fram even such 1imited progress as we have made
and the appreciation of our desires to emphasize Chinese subjects has been

extremely encouraging, while at the same time making us all the more
desirous of not diverting these fundse

As I have said or written to you more than once, and have brought
out in the anclosed letter, the jdeal solution from our standpoint would
be for you to spemnd much more time here as our Director, and assume active
leadership in helping us plan and improve our work, so that the two centres
at Harvard and Yenching can each supplement the other, and be In its own
way the best that our combined efforts can make ite We venture to feel
that not only would we be greatly benefitted by your presence here, but
that you would understend some of the special probhkems affecting us, as
could only thus be possibles In any case, I hope that the present corres=
pondence will encourage you to deal frankly with us, free from enbarrassmenty
and in the assurance that we want to cooperate with you and the Trustees
to the best of our abilitye

Very sincerely yours,
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Soptomber 26, 103

Dear Dr. Stuart,

On July 9, when I acimowledred recei:t of your hand-
written letter of April 25 {rom longkong, I promised that I
would later write you in fuller detall with rogard to the cmﬂnge
in the Prosidency of our Yenching Zoard of Trusuueu. Since then
T have made cne or two attompts to write jyou such a letter, but
for some reocson never {inished ite So I will atium U now {o
summarize briefly just what has happoned, and what we arc plan=
ning for the fuburee If you should lfind It possibdle to come to
America this autumn we can talk these mettcrs over ‘n fuller de=-
taile If not, you will have the essential facts in your inde
About sixtoen :ionths ago, tho lormer roct dent of the

Yonching Board of Tiustees told s that ho was wvrking es o member
of a group of {inancicrs who were plamning to nmake evailable a
larze loan along the lines described in your lottcr f April 25
At thet time he raissd with us the question of vhethor such a loan
night have political implications which would make it desirablo thet
he rotire {rom the Presidency ol the Yenching DBoard, and his other
comection with our China Collegose Vie replied that, wille our
Boards of Trustees and other orpanizations rclated to the China
Collepecs wore tirying Yo avoid any Q“L;u;CQl activitics, we did
not think that at that ou‘ly stage it would bo necessary [or him
So preoscent his recignasion from these varlous conncctlonse i@
oxprecsed tho hope that if the plan on which he was woriing vms
successful, tho Lenelic’al rosults would more tham outwelgn any
of %he problems that night bo creoalode
For somo months llowing this initial conversation,
vie had almost da’l" very optir s“¢c rcports as to uh ;ﬁ";p"ss of
negotiationce Asgurances vere ;iven that within a {fow days at

ost the nepotiations would be succou"fully pvmnloucd. Then thore
beran to come rumors of delays of one kind and andthor, and each
described as temporary and trivial, but cach postponing the linal

completion of nepotiations a llttlo bit longere. In the late sum-
mer and the autwmn of 1938, wo be;an to hear ruors of sorious
eriticisms of the scheme. At about that time the change in diplo-
matic circles to which you refer took place, and we understand that

i
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tho fallure to complete this undertaking was ono of' the primary
causes. Our good friend L. He had been counting from tho begin=-
ning on the success of the nogotiations, and had a very deep
sense of  orsonal responsibility for enlisting tho intercst of
other important individuals in the undertaking. So you may

be sure that all of us were deeply troubled by thc matter, and
wore anxious to do everything possible to preserve the gtonding
of the individuals involved, and also to protoct the good name
of the Trustees and the other groupse.

During the lete fall and early w.nter, I had a num=
ber of confoerences with Dr. Eric North, lMre Melrier, Sidney Gem-
ble, and some of the other Trustees. All of us talked more or
less with the former Prosidemt of the Doard, and with others in
e position to know the factse So far as we could find out, the
insentions of our former President were good, but he made some
serious mistakes, oither in judring the character of individuels
witih whom he was associated, or in the possibilitles of carrying
tiwrough the plan on which they were workinge The more vio invos=
4tirated, the nore vessimistio we bocame of any possibillty thet
tho undertoking would succeede On the other hand, our [former
Presideont contin:ed to insist that the negotiations would soom
be successiully campleted, and that there were only minor delays
which would soon be clesred upe All of us adnire tonacity of
purpose, snd know quite well that seemingly lmpossible Uhlnge
can be a complished if only an individual drives ahead on a task
with sulf{iciont dotormination. DBu®t such success can be attained
only if one faces realisticelly the actual Iacts of tho cace; and
in this instance we felt thet our former President was not doing
thate

The conclusion at vhich we arrived as a result of our
conferences was that we should move quietly in the diroction of
meking a change in the Presidency of tho Board of Trustees, and
also rolieving our [ormer ‘resident of sume of the other promli=-
nent posts he held in other China Colleges conncctionse Vo folt
i% would do & great deal of harm in many dire~*ions, and would
accomplish nothing of any wvulue, to give the afiair any public
airinge So the whole mattor was kopt as confidential as possible,
snd only a few individuals were teken into our confidence =- ine-
cluding, of course, such men as Dean Donhame I bolieve that oven
now at least half of tho members of the Yenching Board of’ Trustees
do not lmow just why the change was made, though of course some
of them have suspicionse.

In advence of tho annual meeting of tho Yenching Trustoes
Dr. North, who was Chairmen of tho Committee on llominations, had a
» »
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frank talk with our former ;‘r'os.rdent rnd su-gested o im that
wo invite lr. Davis to tako the Iresideney of the Doards Our lor=-
mer Prosident took the mattor im a fine cpirit, and himsell took
the initistive in wi ging Mr. Davis to accept this positione Dre
lorth then had a long talk with IlMfre. Davis, whom he found to be
alrandy acquaint-d with some aspocts of our particulear problem,

as well as some othor vroblems of which we had not 1::’0\"0'Jsly
heards Ho agroed to accept the Presidency ol the Board of Trustees,
with the understanding t‘l"t Dre _\0*'* 1 would take the Chrirmanship
of the Exocutlve Committeo and vould be res;ponsible for such de=
tails as lMre. Dovis himself could not rive personal attontion toe
These nominations wore rrosentod ag a part of tho sob=up of tho
new sletoe of o ficors, s#nd wore edopted by the Tructces with a
fine spirit all arounds In the ammual meeting of the Assoclated
Boards certain changos in the soteup were made very quictly with
tho not result thet some others vere placed in prominont positions
vhich owr ormer DPresident had occuplods

That it tho way the situstlon stands at tho pres one
{imes Our former "10"‘:‘““— continues to insist thet the negoti
asions on viiich he hes been voriding so long will ultlinately mr‘l.
out cuccessfullye ‘e ao “xeuuly hope that he is Jul'ruut. “hou'h
wo see less and less prosnoct of such an outcomoe i@ fovo that
he is qu e sincere in hoping for the ouscomo ol these ne;otlirtions,
nou omly as & service to China but also to enable him to g vo very
substentiel assistonoe Lo the work ol Yonching Univepsity and to
some of the other Collejese ‘i@ arc of ourfgifSMxo re LEe SUNG
public, or widespread private, eriticism of those ne otiatlons which
will be injurious to sny orpanigzation with “.'flLlOll our “ormer I'resident
oy have any comnnechions winilovors

Wle are fncing therefore one [urther difficult robleme
llext year brings the expiration of our lormer President's term as
a ropresontative of the Iresbytorian Moard on the Yonching Doard of
Trusteess oshould we drop some Cﬂﬁ%&%ﬂ to the Presbyborian
Board that someone else be anpointed as his successor? O course
we nre hoping that this particular problom mo” T¢ av >ided by the
crostion of & United Board of Trustees, that n2sessitating a re-
gbudy of the ropresentation of all the cooperating Boards of Foroign
li&cionse DBut, though tho committees working on this problom ol
uni i"y'vn:' our Boards of Trustces arcg maiing substential progrecs,
such & roor-enizalion may not be completed quickly ounough to foroe
stoll thc nocoss:Lty for any Jecision om this particular quesilone
In this same f'onnuuwon, *ho question of continuing our rormor Pres-
ident @s one of Yenching's throo representetives on the Harvard-
Yenching Institute has of course been very much ln our Lhinkinge

I ne.d not add that all of us feel very badly about this




Dr. Stuart 4. 9,/26/39

\
whole matter from a perscnal standp inte Our former Prosident
has cert:inly renderod some very valuable and unsclfish sorvice
to Yonching and to tho other Jolleges, and has shovn many Xxinde
nosses to all of use DBut for a number of years we have rocog=
nized a growing unrclicbility herc =- which you yourself pointed
out to us somo yeors agoe Vo must of mecessity act li. Lic vy
that sooms best to safeguard the intercsts of the insul tuticnoe

Meanwhile, we aro all delighted to have lire Davis's
inoroased interost and lcadership in the affairs of Yonching
and the other Colloges. lie has mellowod groatly in rocent years,
and for somo Limo has boon showing incroasing and kindlior ine
$orest in Yonching end all the other Collepgese Vie hope that
durlng the years just ahead ho will rive us vory valuable lead=
orchip and supporte DBut we must always bo on pfuard at two
points: = DPirst, he is still vory busy with the alfairs ol his
Company, and we must not call on him for too many detailed sor=
vicosy seocond, he doos not lLave time to pive dotailed study to
a1l the intricacies of tho problems with which we nust deal, and
1s apt to jump to hasty and comobimos illeadvisaed conclusionsSe
Lo has complete ccalidence in Zric Torth, so our strategy is to
denl as far as possible tlrough Lric North in bringing up mattors
which require tactful handlings Of course he has the very highest
admiration for you, snd the most complete conlidence in your
ability and leadorshipe ‘s you know, he is apt to follow only
Lho second half of Theodore Roosevelt's dictum, "Tread coitly and

carry a big sticke"

Ve hope thet this gives you a fairly clear plcture
of tho situation wo have been froing, and of our stops to meet
ite OSorry thet I have necesserily had to present it with so
many circumlocutions.

Very cordially yours,

Prosident J. Loighton Stuert
Yenching University
Peking, China
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Memo to Mre Arthur Rugh

The enclosed copy of a letter more or less explains itself.
Miss Robertson was originally interested in China through one of
our girls now in the Y W C A, and because of this contact, she con=-
sidered, according to Ke Ae Wee, a gift of some $50,000 to use
There were difficulties, however, in the complicated ABCCC arrangementse
Those in charge of these seem to have decided that she should be
cultivated for some other institutione No reply has come from my
letter to here She may, therefore, not be alive, or have had her
interest diverted elsewhere, or the matter may be simply hanging in
suspenses I suggest that you learn what you can at headquarters and
make a trip to see her if possiblees If things are still as K. A.
described them, the rest ought to follow quite easily. "'You could
arrange to have Yll-shan visit hers Use your own discretion as to
the form in which any gift she might be induced to make, should takee




October 2, 1939

J President J. Leighton Stuart
Mr. Stephen Tsal
PrincetonsYenching Foundation
Peking, China

Dear Friendss

Enclosed {ind two oopies of the Annual Report oi the
freasurer of PrincetoneYenching oundatlione This 1s tor the ¥
.closing of the year 1938«39 and, even though there was & shrink=
oge of income, the foundation clossd the year in a better cone
dition than during the past ten yoarse

There have been times when more monsy came iu, when
lerger budgets wers appropriated to Yeaching University, but this
past year there has heen e cloaning up proocess which permits the
voundetion to use 811 ol its income {for the purposc which it 1s
intended = namely, the cerryins oo of the propeganda herc in

5 i s oapenerle et Womem enbe Janm S e o o
fAwrica for the worl ol Yenching Unlversivye

Endowment Funds incroaced chrouyh the transferring of the
Lookhart Ffunds to the trustees ol the [ounduiione

In the Current Ceetion the decreass ir piits irom "alumni
and fricuie" is due lergely to the pressure exerted a year ago in
an effort to reise funds to clear up the indebtedness el the banke
Yo thet end, several donations which might have been ocusidered as a
pert of this year's budget was included e yoar ag0e Emergency Funds
fell off naturelly under the lack of pressure, and all income, aside
from that received from the Associated Doerds, was credited to "alumni
end friends." It is a astural thing, following the universsl experience,
that income should fall off. All things oonsidered the situation is
as healthy as one oan expect under prevailing conditicase We are hoping
that additional interest will be aroused in the near future and that
larger gifts for the College of Public Affalirs willl be forthcominge

Very truly yours,

Co As LVANS
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i Procp,
Dre Be. Ae. Garside NN e
150 Fifth Avenue

New York, N.Y.

My dear Garside:

I am writing to ask that the Trustees send a cablegram or/hnd a
letter, if there is time, for a special celebration we are planning to
commemorate the forty years since Dre end Mrse He Se Gelt arrived in
Peking, December 8, 1899, I need not remind you of the devoted end efficient
service he has rendered since the union resulting in the present Yenching,
over a wide range of activitiese He was Chairman of the Grounds and Buildings
Committee through most of the period of our search for a suitable site, and
of the new construction work, and was throughout the member of the committee
upon whom perhaps we depended moste In general administrative affairs,
especially financial, in his own subject of Education, in religious activities
he has been looked to for the wise restraint which has kept & growing
jnstitution from doing so too rashly or one in the midst of constant political
changes, from taking hasty action, While always progressive in spirit, yet
he has been especially useful as a complement to my more adventurous ten-
denciess He was President of the North China Union College when the present
union was effected, and it is easy to imagine how the same qualities were
revealed during those earlier yearse. We plan to have a celebration with a
mingling of dignified speech-meking, with a dinner in one of the men's
refectories, followed by lighter features, all to be planned so as to be
in keeping with the abnormal conditions in the country.

While writing about him, it is fitting to comment on the History
into which he has put so much effort. He haspassed on to me your letter of
July 13, and I em quite impressed with the reasons for making the year 1940
one of special emniversary intereste Mres Rugh is carrying the menuscript
for the History including a chapter on how it was written, and the concluding
one which was intended to deal with the past two eventful yearse I had
hoped that when published, there could be a record of the consequences to us
of the present hostilities and thus round out a period. It may be that other
considerations meke it desirable to stop essentially where he has, leaving
the future for the beginning of the tale whenever it will be resumeds Or our
fate may be fairly well indicated by the trends of the next few monthse.
In eny case, we should like your judgment as to whether the printing be
done in the States or out here. The latter course would be chemper, and
e number of unbound copies might be sent to you for finel binding, etc.




On the other hand, the typography and general format would unquestionably
be more satisfactory if printed in America.

I em enclosing a brief report on other than the more general nature
of those I have been sendinge Please tell Mr, McBrier that I thought of
him especially in writing the paragraph on the religious outlooke

i
@
g

Véry sincerely yours,

JA; sl i e







October 9, 1939

To the Board of Trusteesi

This is a brief report on somne of the salient features of the
new session. 1his began auspiciously with an unus.ally well-planned
Freshman Week. (here have been troublesome delays in tne arrival
alike of teachers and students, due chiefly to abnorm:l hindrances
to travel and the unprecedenced flood conditions. But the latest
overdue teacher to arrive beglns classes today, and one senior ,irl
who was made an exception to our limit for late reglstraticn 1s
about due. She was a delegate to the iorlad conterence of christian
youth in Amsterdan last summer and was lucky to get out of murope
pefore the war broke although her progress has been slowed up all
clong the weaye. lncidentally, of the <8 delegyates from Ciilna to
Amsterdam at least one-fourth appear to have been from Yenching
and we are proud of their qualitative as well é&s numerical contri-
butione.

Includ ing this belated girl we have our record enrollment of
982, 691 men and 291 women. while approximetely forty more then
the figure for last year, yet actually it is larger than that as
over 20 students were dropped slmost imuedistely after the last
gsession began because of tubercular or other hitherto undiscovered
ill-health. 'mis year with the help of flueroscopic eyuipment and
better organizetion we were zble to make the physical tests uore
efficient before each individual registered, especizlly in the
matter of tuberculosis which has always taken its pathetic snnuel
toll. .That this large increuse has meant no little adjustment in
an institution planned for a normal capacity of 800, you can easily
imagine. All this was aggravated by the unavoidzble delays. But
compared with what other colleges hzve been suffering we feel
extrerely fortunate, and the cheerfully cooperative spirit with
which all concerned have made the best of the situation hes been
sdmirable. The students have gomehow all been accounted for as to
living querters or academic schedules, ¢ d nomes have been found
for the additional teachers. The new session can therefore be
regarded as in full swing and plans are alresdy beiln, discussed 1or

the next one assuming that environmental facdors remain substunticl-
1y unchenged .

Commodity prices, due to war conditions, are stead 11y mounting,
and we have felt obligated to pay an additionsl subsidy wnich
varies from month to month as well as according to rel:tive need.
Thig averages st present about 405 . it applies &lso to supplies
and other operating expenses. Fortunately the g&in on exch&ange
from our American income is stemding us in good gstead in meeting
this exigencye.




A speciasl emphasis 1is being placed this year upon physiczl and
health education, intramural gsports and athletics, as called for in
training for nstional service end for steadying morale in this per iod
of severe tensions. We have the zd vantage of excellent leaders in
both men's and women's divisions, largely from among our own choicest

’/graduates. The ir own team-work and enthusiasr are all that could be
Py desired.

The progress in religious 1ife is definitely encouraging. 'the
students who have united with our Christian Fellowship number 460, or
about 47% of the total, about one helf of these being, new memnberse.
Including those Christians who for one or amother reason do not join
this orgenization we can safely claim that more than one-haelf of the
student-body are Christian. This is a decided improvement over
several years past during which the percentage steudlly if slowly
dropped. it is especially heartening that the increase o1l new members
nas come in large part trom this year's gophomores, the inference
being that the tirst year ot their 1ife here led them TO UN1s declsion.
The torm in which the students have in recent years preferred to nur-
ture their religious interest has been chietly through small groups,
entirely under their own direction, although not a few have faculty
advisors. There are 30 of these now meeting weekly, 11 of which are
new, with a total member ship of 370. wost of the new members have been
absorbed into them. gtudent initiative in these and other Fellowship
activities has been growing and is more pronounced this year than ever
before.

Financial aid to students has been accepted as & wer-time contribu-
tion of the university to the general cause. MENY of tnem have been
long out of touch with their families, or belong to nhomes ruined or
seriously affected, or have suffered even more tragic consequences. All
such emergency aid has been organized with painstaking eftort to guard
against abuses or unwise generosity, and we are constantly surprised at
the relatively few instances of attempts =t taking unfair adveantage.
uch of the money has been given on a gelf-help basis and there have
been many more applications than the work that could be found for them.
Last year for the first time perhaps 1n china's long nistory students
served as waiters in our dining-rooms and lost nothing in the geod
esteem of their fellows. This year there are even more of these.

There is substantial improvement in coordination of adminigtrative
affairs and this gomewhat prosaic agpect of progress has resulted 1in
a more smoothly running machine without - as we hope - too srest loss
of warmly human contacts.

mxcept for the arrest of one graduate agsistant during the suumer
(released after two months detention without ill-treatuent; there have
beon in recent months no issues with the military authorities (or their
minions)directed against the institution as such. Whether tuois is due
to past’ experience, oI to avoidance of irritation to America, Or to
gome other obscure cause, it nas been ot no slight relief. rHow long
this will continue to be true of us depends upon the course of events
far vester than this nomely narrative of our internal affairs. Mean-
while we are enjoying the campus in its autumnal beauty and in its




tranquiliy Jjoyous humen relationships, while endeavoring to prepare
ourselves for whatever unknown fete may be awaiting us, in the
confidence that God is working out His purpose even I the turmoil
of our time and that we shall help to fulfil that purpose, regard-
1ess of physical disasters, it we are faithful to our present trust.

yery sincerely yYours,

:7/{;{L7}tQ§ZfQ§ZAAq~f:




President Je. Leishton Stuart
e dn

Yenching Universisy

Peking

China

Doar Dre. Stuart,

‘ Than% you for ycu
1, and for the covering note of September 6o

Both cormunicetions give us scme inte
into your reactions upen the receipt of n
conflict in Furcpe. Events have been so kaleido
the lest month that all of us have had to chenge
viewpoints many tiﬂes. MApparently other changes
take place during the weeks thet this ccmuurication
Chinae 1t secms ¢au‘le, therefcre, to make any Ccorrio
situetion fursher then to excress the hope that whats
~ay take place, the werl in Yenching will con tinue to
hout serious d¢-ficulty. Ve are eall bapﬁy that the
has gotten off to such an excellent start this fall, w

rreatest enrollmert in its nhistory.
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To the Board of Trusteest

Recent developments in the Japanese invasion ol Chine woula seem
to lﬂdlc@t@Athat their leaders must soon make & crnolce between TWo
srxar;);y aeiinea ‘uiternutllves; either they must conguer anu controi ail
of this Vaat_gountry by sheer military torce, or they must meke thnelr
peace with Chiang hal-shexk more or less on his terms. ihe puerile
attemptse to faist puppet goverrments ol tnelr own de si_ning upon the
occupied areas Lave feiled to win any popular response snd &are maintéili=-
eq_only py armed enforcement. This has proven true even of tne vang
Cnlng-wel_mpvement as 1 predicted to you when 1t iirst appeared. lheir
less publ}012ed efforts to win over influentisl Chinese Dy financial
or other inducements or to @chieve & compromi se with the national
Government through political meneuvering have proven no less futile.
, Not a few highly-placed Japanese, both civilian &nd military, are
apparently becoming aware of the hopelessness of “ecrusting the Chiang
Kai-shek regime" as they so glibly proclaimed they woulG, OT of winning
any decisive military victory, or of shattering the popular morale
through their inhumen serial bombping of almost every important city 1in
the unoccupied provinces, or even of supbduing the population of the
so-celled occupied are&s in which they preserve a tenuous grip upon
large cities and lines of commurication. The Chinece cive no evidence
of bein, @ble to drive them out by military action &alone, thcugh they
heve succeeded in preventing them from making any substantial cains
wAthin the present year, and the recent Japanese repulse in sorth
Hunan aend adjacent reglons may be the “eginning ot more effective
Chinese counter-offensives.- Our own military experts estimale tnatl the
Jopunese casualities have been averaglng about 95,000 monthly. <they
have not only failed polit.cally to cause any signiticant defection
from the National Government but also in any economic exploitation of
the conguered regions at 211 commensurate with thelr expenditures Or
their expectations. the morale of their troops BEeIS to be weakening
whereas the opposite 18 generally true of the Chinese soldiers.; Added
to @ll these disappointments are the internaticnal factors nome//ot which
seers to be in their favor. iy & previous communication 1 commented on
the dismey with which they suddenly learned of the Germen-gKussian pact.
sost of all, however, do they fear the possibillily of hostile action bY
the united states. in Vview of all these uniavorable trends it is not
gurprising that there is among them & virtually unanimous desire to
conclude the “China Incident" or "Chine Affair% as they now describe 1t.
Thig is taking the form in certain intluential quarters ol recognising
the necessity of approaching the Chungking Go vernment with peace propo-
sals, and some at least among the jeading ‘militarists have cOme to this
point-of-view. On the other hand, the loss of prestige 10T the army and
navy is enormous, national pride, & docile and disciplined populace kept
in ignorance by the strictest censorship, economic consedguences and other
factors will meke them very, VeIry reluctant to agree to the only condi-
tions the Chinese Go vernment woulc accept. UThis 18 the administrative
and territorial integrity of all China south oIl the reat wall wnich
involves the withdrawai of &all Japanese troops and the conseguent collapse
not only ot the pretense in puppet orgerizations (about wiich they really
care very Littleg but also of all theilr jllicit commercial and other

I3

finencial projects (about wnich they care a greatv deal).ffAs 1 have

{1




have often pointed out before, the real issue will be over worth Lnlnég.
Anxiously theretore as they are exploring paths to peace they are probably
not willing to pay the price and it may take a long time yet, protracted
suffering for both countries, and a deepening sense of frustrationh. wome
competent foreign observers regard these ractors, taken in conjunction
with the physical assetls which Japan still possesses, &8 strong enough

~ to remove &ny likelihood of peace for years to come. 4 the extreme

militarist element is able really to enforce a totalitarian nationaliza-
tion of all humen and material resources this is entirely possible. bBut
as against this there ig a swelling tide of war-weariness, misgivings as
to the outcome, awakening as to the true conditions in China and a basis
for mutually satisfactory relations. The question as to when Japan will
be ready to negotiate a just peace turns perhaps therefore on when or
vhether the human forces of discontent with militarized mobilization of
their national life can become sufficiently articulate and active to
thwart the totalitarian trend.

As to China the Government is tully aware that there is nothing to
be gained by a premature peace. Any compromise would be nerely to legeli:ze

oils of aggression and to plant seeds of future gtrife. lot only
g0, but time is on their side. While morale is being severely strained in
both countries yet that of Japan will probably crack first. China has the
ad vantage in the moral support of other countries, in man-power, end in
profiting by experience in the tagtics of resistance. nven in regard to
money and munitions the .respo geem confident that on neither
count would they be forced to capitulate. General Chiang is thinking in
terms of fighting on for three years more, and seems prepared to do 80.
There are not many of my acquaintance who think that Japan coulc continue
longer unleesgs indeed there are changes 1n the international scene l1avor-
eble to her.

1f this 1s at all &an accurate portrayal of the state now reached 1in

this conflict it woula seen that some comstructive solu ion might be

found instead of allowing it to drag on until one or poth are exhausted.
Chinese friends of mine who are in close touch with intluential Japanese
are my chief authority for the agsertion not only that all of them ere
desperagtely eager to end the war but that unless this can be achieved they
themselves fear some gort of political or economic disaster within Japan
or from Russian OT American action against them. They are already in-
formed as to the only terms which China could accept and are increasingly
conscious of their own difficulties. In connection with the Wang Ching-
wei movement they have already recognised in principle the Kuomintang as
the legal governing party, its flag and other insignia, and the ihree
Principles of Sun tat-sen. 1f the chungking authorities coulda be mag-
nanimous enough - as 1 believe they would - 0O give assurance that with
the withdrawal of thelr troops they would at once undertaxc to suppress
all anti-Japanese sentiments or activities and to plan_for>“economlc
cooperation' on terms of real equality or mutual bepeflt, it would have

a soothing reasswrance and give "face" beyond anyth;ng non-Japanese can
quite appreciate. Wace is an oriental characteristic but the governmenta;
control of anti-Japanese behavior or its removal by their own bgyonets and
bombings derives from a Japanese psychology &8s mystifying to Chinese &s

to any Anglo-Saxon. in this case it would also give & pretext_to the
military for ending the war, the removal of anti-Japanese teeling having
been its ostensible cause.




i am thoroughly- convinced now that Amerlcan pre ssure - uniess ex-
erted too offengively - will gstrengthen the more moderate or liberal
element in Japan (which includes the present and preceeding prenier and

ot & few high military officers) againgt the fenatical “younger officer"
.~ groups. There has been the fear, not wholly unfounded, that our inter-
ference would play into the hends of these jingoists and be used by themn
to infleme the entire populace. 1 believe that time to have passed .
But, as with the Chinese Government, America can seem to make generous
concessions by pointing out that once the terms of Mine Power Pact, or
of our own historic advocacy of China's independence, have been restored,
the chief and almost the only source of irration between ourselves and
Japan will have been reroved and the trade pact of 1911 can be cordigl-
1y renewed with the economic benefits bhey sorely need. 1 have ventured
to assure certain Japanese not only that 1 personally would like nothing
better than to see Japan and China friendly and cooperating voluntarily
in all mutually beneficial relations, but that 1 felt myself tc be ex-
pressing the typical American attitude. These three countries with
friendship and the easy flow of commerce thus establishecd would constitute
a natural bloc (requiring no formal pact) against excessive Russian in-
fluence in wastern Asie and the surest guarantee of stability in the
Pacific. A rational settlement along these lines would rescue the nations
of the Pacific area from the exhausting effects of the recurrent wars of

murope.

t

Admiral iarnell remarked to me the last time 4 taliked with him before
his retirement last summer that he saw no hope of an end to this conflict
until the Japanese people turned against their own military. 1hat 1s
probably true but if this could be speeded up and brought about by
oréerly processes (in which some at lLeast among the military leaders
would themselves concur) it would be a great gain. It is not easy for me
to write thus for after all that the Japanese armies have perpetrated on
the unoffend ing people of China our natural feelings are to wish them
any humiliation or catastrophe. But a solution along some such procedure
would certainly carry more of a guarantee and of goodwill and would be in
harmony with the finest international or Christian jdealism. Our local
Kmbagsy people feel that the State Department &nd the American people
gener&ally are so engrossed with affairs in murope that they have forgotten
about this part of our troubled world. 1 cannot share this pessimism.
Could there not be a concerted effort among those Americans vwho are es-
pecieally concerned with Sino-Japanese relations to make a proposal to the
State Department that without needless delay some firm but friendly inti-
matiorn be given to Japan of American interest in an ending of the present
armed aggression? in support of my contention that this would help those
in Japan who are advocating the saner course L have it frow reliable
sources that many among these are actually pleased by the recent Chinese
sains in North Hunan as strenthening the case for & change of policy-. The
Japanege problem of how to make their exit with something tc show for thelr
efforts and without too much loss of dignity and materiel values will soon-
er or later be one of finding a formula. America could unque stionably aid
in this by acting well before January <6, 1940, through svme procedure
that can be safely left to the pPresident and secretery HAull 11 they can
be agsured of popular support. n

Vvery sincerely yours, >

Fia L e
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Dre. Be Ae Garside
150 Fifth Avenue
New York, N.Y.

My dear Garside:

Hartford Seminary Fellowshipe This is to ask that you now make & definite
application for the Iellowship promised to Mre Ce Se Hsieh, but for which we
asked s postponement of one years It seems now that we can spare him and find
the necessary funds to enable him to have one year of study in U S A. The
intention is that he them return to our School of Religion for at least part
time in teaching religious educetion. It may be that we shall continue to need
his service in charge of our Chinese secretarial bureau, but in any case, we
would see that he had sufficient time for whatever might be needed in the other
positions It is scarcely necessary to cable your reply, but will you write
whether or not we can count on this, es soon as you have & replye

Donald Ge Tewkesbug;. I am enclosing a copy of a letter to him which
does mot cover all o e reasonse He had been my earlier preference as the
one who would carry on from the American standpoint after my connection here
hed ceasede One of our most devoted Chinese administrative officers has been
urging that this idea be teken up again. In eny ocase, the A B C C C might

find it worthwhile to have a student of educational administration, such as
Donald has become, spend time out here in a careful study of the technical
jssues in the correlation of our Christian collegese Thinking only in terms

of my successor, there would be no need for him to spend any large amount of
time here to have the question raised, so that there would be amply opportunity
for him to visit the other institutions.

It may seem that this reverses my advocacy of Harry Price. Not at all.
There is no assurance that either one of these would be aveilable. Harry may
prove himself so useful in the géneral type of work he is now doing to lead to
other offers which he would feel had a stronger claime We are still hoping that
he can come out under the Presbyterian vacancy, and Yenching would be fortunate
to heve both of them on its staffe

Mission Board Vacancies. This leads to a general comment which might be
brought to the attention of the Trusteess Most of the foreign members of this
faculty happen to be more or less my contemporaries, and will be ending their
connection here within not many years of one anothere It would be & real loss
if this element is allowed to lapse, or even to be hastily filled without due
thought of maintaining continuity. Still more importent it would be to find the
type best suited for the conditions as they will be changing in the years that
lie aheade I mention this more to heve us all keep in mind than to propose

any immediate actione

Very since;aly yours, i
¢ : //64/—'\./ %;JA(A_‘,\K
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Vre. Donald Ge Tewkesbury
Teachers College
Columbie University

New York, N.Y.

My derr Donald:
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Dr. Be Ao GarSidO
150 Fifth Avenue
New York, Ne.Y.

My dear Garside:

I am enclosing herewith a report of Brank Fulton which will be of
interest not only in giving the impressions of a new arrival in our midst,
but also as helping the MeBrier Fund Committee to observe his reactions as
he starts in his new task heree

I am also sending another interpretation of mine on the Sino=Japanese
wer. More then once previously I have indicated my earnest hope that some
of those who see these communications would find it possible to help our
government toward e more positive policy. The time has now come, as it seems
to me, when any such efforts should take very concrete form and be as little
delayed as possiblee. I hesitate to make specific references, but have good
reason to believe that some among the most responsible Jepanese would really
welcome & declaration by our government as to what it intends to do, either
through act of Congress or by executive action after the expiration of the
1911 treaty next January. If church or missionary representatives could urge
o form for such action which was at once a stern threat that war supplies
would thereafter not be exported to Japan, and at the same time gave assurance
that if this war could be ended on terms acceptable to the UeS., a commercial
treaty could be renewed and a continuance of friendly relations between the
two countries be encourageds it ought to have a very decisive effect. Even
the Japanese militarists would be sobered into a realization of the danger
ahead, and would be given a face-saving explanation to their own peoples There
might conceivably be a spasm of violent indignation, and this might take the
form of attacks by less responsible elements in the army on Yenching or
eny other American interests in China. Even so, it would hasten the final
settlement, and would be & relatively small price to pay for the far greater
gainse With this insistence based on the issue as it has more and more taken
shape in my mind, I leave to you and the many others with whom you are in touch,
the procedure, since you understand conditions at your end far betters

Very sincerely yours,
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Dre Be Ae Garside
150 Fifth Avenue
New York, Ne.Y.

My dear Garside:

I have this morning received your letter commenting on the proposal
of my trip to U S A. I much appreciate the attitude teken by the Trustees and
yourself and, as you will have surmised, I long since decided that unless there
were very strong considerations to the contrary developments since my letter
to you have made it quite clear that I should continue heree

It is much to be regretted that the Rughs have been so long deleyed in
leaving heres What began because of the Tientsin flood has been continued largely
perhaps by her apparently needless activities or desires. OUne unfortunate con-
sequence is that he left here more nervous end tired than I have ever known him,
due chiefly perhaps to her conditione It would seem essential to any successful
use of him by the A B C C C that he be away from her as much as possibles I write
thus efter close observation, especially during the past few months since her
return to China. There seems no likelihood of eny change other than arranging
to have him out over the country alone.

In my report about religious life here, I was in error on one point, which
has been corrected by the report brought by Lily T'‘ang, the senior who attended
the Amsterdam Conference. The Chinese delegation had 27 members, 20 of whom
went from Chinae Of these, 8 were Yenching people, including the chairmens.

Very sincerely yours,
i ‘L/'@TJ/Z:M& Y







October 19, 1939
|

] Dre. J. Leighton Stuart
Mr. Stephen Tsal
Yenchinp, University
Peking, China

Dear Friendss

The Annual Report of the Treasurer of Yenching University
is enclosed herewith. Please bear in mind that it has not been act-
ed upon by the Board, but first will have consideration of the Auditing
comuittee along with the Report of the Auditorse.

Two really outstanding thinge occurred during the year, of
which you ere aware, but nevertheless I like to dwell upon. Ome is
the accomplishment of the Associated Bourds' progrem, particularly in
behalf of Yenchiny University. Yenching impetus and enthusiasm helped
remarkably in the whole program, and it is only fitting that the mejor
share of income should go to her, For 1939=40, we ere embarked upcn &
program which now eppears to be even more diffiocult, but we are facing
the future hopefully trusting that out cf the sympathetic interest of
our congtituency will erise a sufficient number to make our progrem
worth while,

The other thing to which I ellude is the clearing off of the
note due on the 01d City Site. Only one paragraph alludes to the part
the treasurer played in this procedure, but frankly it was because of
his persistency and oconstant work with the Methodist Board, as well es
a contribution of $10,000 which made possible this procedure. It is only
another evidence of r. MoBrier?'s deep abiding interest in the affairs
of the University.

May I ocall attention to what eppears to be an error 4t the bottom
of page five in the Harvard-Yenching Agency Aoccount. The balance on the
30th of June wes $13,617.91, but subsequently two drafts applicable to
last year were received, reducing the balance to $10,043.656. This is the
amount which will be returned to the Institute.

The Report of the Treasurer for the of the College for ijomen
is also enclosed. Here again emergency funds helped out greatly, and by
their use the budget was balanced.

It is possible in reading these reports questions will arise
and, if so, do not hesitate to write us. We shall be very happy indeed
to answer any guestions.

Very truly yours,

Ce As EVANS
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YENCHING UNIVERSITY
PEKING, CHINA

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT October 28: 1939 TELEGRAPH ADDRESS

/Qck_ /2-//5//55’ “YENTA"

Dr. Be Ae Garside
150 Fifth Avenue
Nevi York’ NeYe

My dear Dr. Garside:

We have had here for several years Rudolph Lowenthal, PheDe, &
German Jew who was among the first refugees to China. He is a scholar
who has specialized since coming here in journelistic research and similar
lines of investigation, and has taught in our Departments of Journalism,
Political Science, end Western Languagese He has won the esteem and affection
of our community to a remarkeble degree by his unobtrusive friendliness and
other fine qualitiess He has come to me with a suggestion which I asked
him to put in writing and am passing on to you herewlth. He has an uncle,
whose name is Mre Max Loewenthal, 500 Fifth Avenue, New York City,
and who seems to be a man of sore weelthe He feels that members of our
promotional staff might get in touch with the uncle and perhaps ask him
to lead in en effort to secure funds for scholarships by which promising
Jewish youth could study here with edventages which would otherwise be
impossible for theme The idea has my hearty approvel and it is not un=-
thinkable that some of these Jews might be interested in this University
even apart from this special form of contribution. I remember several years
ago meking the acquaintance of a delightful young Jew in the firm of Kuhn,
Loeb and Company, whose name escapes me for the moment, but he agreed to come
on our Advisory Councile Will you take this matter up with others concerned
end explore its possibilities. I em sending under separate cover two
reprints of an article by Lowenthal entitled Jews of China.

Very sincerely yours,

A, g
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YENCHING UNIVERSITY
PEKING, CHINA

October 30, 1939

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 2 TELEGRAPH ADDRESS
HC/(~ 2-/24’/ G0 “YENTA®

Dr. Be Ae. Garside
150 Fifth Avenue st
New York, N.Y. ‘ it L‘:ﬂAED

o A A

My dear Dr. Garside:

It happens that William Hung end I have been discussing with Dr. Shields
who is now in the city, a matter concerning the Harvard-Yenching Institutee
It is no new subject, but has becone & crucial fector in any proposed reorgenization
involving the six institutions included in the "pestricted Fund? The fact that
the Hall Estate Executors made grants to each of these, which were modified so
as to entrust a portion to the H-Y-I Trustees, havpens to place upon them a
responsibility which was not originally intended. This circumstance also maey
perhaps be utilized to fecilitate progresse. It is somewhat ironical that this
Roerd of Trustees has continued its renewal of a grant to the joint cempaign
upon evidence of actual progress toward further correlation, whereas the funds
it controls ere inevitably working against this objective. As long as each
institution cen count on this special income, end must more or less maintain its
own present standards in order to do so, it could scarcely consent to any sub-
stantial alteration in its statuse Most of the H-Y-I Trustees are, however,
not sufficiently familiar with the China colleges to recommend any concrete
chenges. 1 have no doubt but that you and others are entirely aware of these
donsiderations, and that they are being discussed, but not much progress cen
be made until this particular aspect of the problem is thoroughly recognizede.

I must guard ageinst presuming to urge any particular solution, but it
mey not be out of place to comment a little more in detail along the lines of
previous sugestionse Assuming that territorial integrity is restored, it
would seem that four strong university centres should be maintained. Very much
increased emphasis should be put upon the one in the west, and there seems to
be no reason why this should not be on the Chengtu cempuse In order to represent
edequately the Christien cause in & section which is making rapid advanc ement
in meny other ways, W C U U ought to be very much improved in administrative
and teaching personnel, and in its academic standards and equipmente With the
easy communications thet will undoubtedly result from a1l thet is now happening,
it would seem wiser to concentrate in this one institution for that whole regione
There should be & concentration in the Lower Yengtze Valley in a single centre,
either in Shanghai or Nanking along some such grouping as wes described to you in
my letter of May 22. It takes temerity to look ehead, but in view of the possibility
that whatever the outcome of the present hostilities, the special advantages
Shanghai has hitherto possessedg may be lost, those that lanking would possessy
should not be overlooked. Lingnan and Yenching might continue more or less as
they are at present with such additions or eliminations as the larger scheme
would call for. It may meke the discussion less contraversial if the emphasis
is put upon building up certain centres rather then upon enforced restrictions
or emalgemations elsewheres I1f also, thought could be focused upon the geographical




end vocational aspects rather than those that are institutional or denominational,
it might prove more constructive and, in general, forward-looking.

The present entity that is the University of Nanking might be retained as
the nucleus for East China, or might be established wherever the national
Christian centre of agricultural education could best be conducted, but the
feotures that are less essential for its recorganized existence could be usefully
absorbed elsewheres

The Cheeloo problem would seem to me to be the one about which we have clear
indications of what could best be done if various prejudices could be ignoreds. A
thoroughly good middle school, with a junior college primarily with pre-medical
emphasis and a medical school that prepared chiefly for mission hospitals and for
public health, would put to good use the Tsinan plante There might be an effort to
bring together the Ste John's and Cheeloo medical schools and if so, there may be
professional or other arguments for its location in Shanghai. It would seem that
China must make use of modern medicine through some socialized procedure, most pro=
bably in the form of public health units under hsien administration, together with
Christian and other semi-public provision. Christian medical schools, one in kast
end one in West China, training graduates primarily for this type of career, would
have a unique opportunity, and would supplement rather then conpete with the P U M Ce.
The H-Y-I Trustees might approve of the Restricted Fund for Cheeloo being used for
junior college and medical school Chinese studies, with special emphasis on research
in sncient Chinese medicine and the improvement of modern medical scholarship in
Chinese. Whatever human and financial resources were not needed for the Tsinean
location could be well used to strengthen that at Chengtue Such a solution would
seem to make the president no longer necessary et Tsinan. His successor ought pre-
sumebly to be someone with medical qualifications, and there ought to be an integration
at Chengtu of whatever remains permanently there under a single executive. From
whet I cen learn, both Chinese and western members of that faculty, when they dare
to talk in confidence, would not regard this as a losse My own impression is that
President Liu is a man of many excellent qualities end could have done as well as
enyone perhaps, what was wanted in the original Cheeloo set-up, but that it would be
unfair to him to expect any reorganization under his leadership. He is unfortunately
forced into a position at present where he 1s inevitably a hindrance to the sort of
planning this letter advocates. Nor is this stricture intended as in any sense &
reflection upon him personallys

We at Yenching would hope that the H-Y-I Trustees will support us in a vigorous
development of our plans for advanced Chinese study, making this place the centre
in Chine for modernized scientific sinology in close association with the work done
at Harvard. Professor Hung will doubtless be making proposals in further detail to
Mr. Elisseeff. We desire continued emphasis in both undergraduate and graduate
training for public administration in our College of Fublic Affairs along the lines
of our present rural or social reconstruction courses. For the rest, undergraduate
courses about as they are now, and selected vocational features, including graduate
studies, in consultation with the East China centre, is the program that others would
perhaps generally approve for use

Whether you use this letter or not, I hope that you will call the attention
of the H-Y-I Trustees to the active part they must take in any reorganization that
can hope for success.

Very sincerely yours,

t/%cj 6 mags Al e
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