COLLEGE FILES e
RG 11

Lo W

5
g
;
.




\JZQA/.ZLA/Zla/L/LbZZLL«J jfw-iﬂxr\»iisiam—t4‘ 1742%7ﬂ5 gy

£ K X &
YENCHING UNIVERSITY

PEKING, CHINA

November 10, 1938

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT ; TELEGRAPH ADDRESS

M, //’ ' : “YENTA"
o / 3 e

DI‘. Be A. f?arsidc
150 Fifth Avenue
New York, N.Ve

Iy dear Garside:

We are still hoping that Dre Lin Hsiwmtien may find it
possible to come to us after next summers You will know how
to get in touch with him and to present this matter on our
behalfe The Oxford lModern Greets enterprise is progressing
in a most encouraging way, but we are seriously in need of
someone who can do what had been planned for hime No one else
seems to us quite as promising as Dre Line Our experience thus
far would indicate that he need have no personel fears because
of present local conditionse Flease let me heer as soon as possible
what are the probabilitieses I we can count on him, we shall nc*t
make further inquiries elsewhere, as otherwise we shall be lorced
to doe

Very sincerely yours,
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Dre Be Ae Carside
150 Fifth Avenue
New York, N.Ye

My dear Carside:

T am enclosing herewith & memorandum which I should like to have
you bring to the attention of those concerned with promotional activities,
in whetever way vou believe to be wiseste As I point out, it could not
be included in our University budget, nor is it strictly war relief. It
ought, however, to commend jtself to those who arc interested in elther
or both of these causes, as supplementing what is being undertaken through
theme I am writing to lre. Gunn and to Lobenstine with special reference
to the Rockefeller Foundations How this should be related to the item for
Yenching in the ABCCC could best be determined by yourself and the proper
cormittee of the Trusteess I feel so strongly on the matter that I would
almost be reedy to have other features in our budget askings reduced, if
necessary, so as to make a place for thise Busy a&s you are, and beset with
sppeals and other worthwhile projects, I earnestly hope that you will
take time to give serious consideration to thise It may point the way
toward very significant enlergement of American Christien service to
Chine in the years that lie aheade

Very sincerely yours,
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New York, NeYe
Iy dear Dre. Garside:

T am writins to ask your help in the endeavor to secure a fellowshiv
for 1ire Ce Se Hsieh (Hsieh Chinc=gheng) in Religious Education. You cen
probably simplify procedure by writing to such theological schools as
Union Seminary, ZJartford, Yale Divinity, Oberlin, and the Pacific School
of Religions and in the light of correspondence further with each cen keep
us informed. Similar corrcspondence from here would involve considerable
delays Mre Hsieh is a graduate of Yenching with the degrec of Bedle in 1923,
and Jesree of Be De in 1926. Since then he has been continuously on our staff,
was selected by our former Chancellor, Mr. Wu Lei=chuan to be trained as his
ovm secretary, and has since then had the responsible position as head of
our Chinese Secretarial Bureaus Nr. Wu's judggment is sufficient evidence
of his Chinese literarv attainments. He has been not only efficient in the
work of this office, but hes been angctive worker in religious and other
aspects of general University life, with the esteem of all concernede Since
the out-bresl of hostilities, he has wanted to be of more use to the country,
and has finelly come to the decision that the most useful thing he cen do
is to specialize in Relizious Education, as going to the very heart alike
of national and Christian problemse It may be thet if a sufficient scholar=-
ship could be found in one of these institutions, or some other that you
mey connect with, private funds could be found to eneble him to study for
one or two years with this purpose in viewe FHe is unusually eble, has real
Christian experience, and a very winsome personalityse

Thanking you for this heln,

Very sincerely yours,
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llovember 14, 1958
confidential

To the Board of Trustees:

The outcome of the prolonged invasion of China seems from now
on to be dependent on international developments and economic factors more
then upon the purely military aspects of the struggle. That the Chinese
government will continue in resisting, with the support of the great major-
ity of the people, cen be taken for granted. From the Chinese viewpoint
the only question would seem to be as to financiel resources. This in
turn is primarily e matter of British, end to a lesser extent of Americen,
policy, With no serious involvement, these countries could maintain Chinese
fiscal stability end arrenge for long~-term credits, thus giving the most
practical form of aide There is a disturbing fear that England maey be
tending toward a compromise solution et China's expense, which in view of
recent happenings in Europe would not be surprising. (n the other hand,
British as well as American business men &are making strong representations
to their home governments as to the disastrous consequences to their trade
if the Japanese are permitted to carry out their intenticn of excluding
from China all commerce other than their own, There are ample warnings
of this in their program &as thus far revealed. The American note to Japen
on the subject of interference with our rights is sternly worded, but unless
followed up with deeds will only have effect in politely worded replies and
misleading official pronouncements. United action along economic lines by
these two nations, or at least parallel moves, would be the surest method of
helping China as well as of avoiding far more costly action by us in the not
very distant future.

The conflict thus far hes served to confirm the assertions which
nave been urged by those of us who have been watching developments at close
renge. As to China, the growth of =& national consciousness has been stim-
ulated by the fear of Japanese continental ambitions, and has inspired the
determination to resist to the ond, whatover tho sacrifice. Thus far, des-
pite the prodigious losses end defeats, there is no thought of yielding.

The Japanese had counted on their past experience of steady encroachment
through bribery and bullying of venal or cowardly mendarins end through the
ignoresnce and indifference of a populace long accustomed to one oppressive
rule succeeded by enother,  They nave failed to sense the new spirit, while
ot the same time the barbarities of an ossentially medieval civilization,
provided with modern weapons and reinforced by a policy of deliberate fright-
fulness, have enormously helped to awsken and intensify that spirit of pa-
triotic fervor.

Not that the characteristic Chinese weaknesses - which have at
once provoked and made possible Jepenese aggressive designs - are all cor-
rected. The temptation to squeeze, opportunism, cowardice, defeatism, per-
sonal or factional jealousies and suspicions, incapacity for team-work or
large-scale organization, unrealistic over=-confidence CT maintenence of
face - all are everywhere in evidence. But ell human affairs must be
thought of in relative terms, snd thus regarded the moral improvement has
been the most encouraging single fector in the struggle. All that the Chi-
nese want, end what they are determined to preserve at eny cost of comfort
snd meterial or physical destruction - is their national independence. No
people can sppreciate this better them we Americens, and - apart from their
own great tradition and native instincts - ncne have done more to foster this
purpose among them than have we. This is both because of our own history
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and the meny forms of what president Wilscn described as "friendly helpful-
ness" to encther people. The classical expressicn of this is the wecrding of
the Nine Power Pact which pledged the sovereignty end administrative and terri-
torial integrity of Chine. It is precisely here that the Japanese aim comes
into violent cenflict not cnly with the Chinese desire for independence but
with the enlightened policies end practical interests of all other countries.

It has becn made indubitably clear from thc weay in which Japen 1s
already following up militery gains in conquered territory that she intends tc
meintein political deminaticn through unrestrained force in order to carry on
eccnomic exploitaticn at the expense alike of China and of all western coun-
tries. Dr. Sun Yat-sen, after repeated efforts to translate into corres-
pondingly gripping Chinese phrases, Lincoln's "government of the people, by
the people, and for the people", finally succeeded and gave the naticn a new
slogan and & stirring new ccnecept. The Japanese objective is, however,"gov-
ernment of the Chinese, by the Japanese, end for the Japanese'. Everything
that is happening wherever they penetrate proves it, as do the writings of
those writers who are not assigned to publicity for foreign countries, the
speeches or conversations of those talking to Chinese where foreigners are ab-
sent, and the text of placards which Chinese employed by them are compelled to
paste everywhere upon the walls promptly after the arrival of their troops.

Bitterly as I ccnfess myself to feel over this piratical adven-
ture, these sentences are not due to excess of emotion, but are merely an at-
tempt to record the observaticns which, as far as 1 know, are shared by all
other western residents of China, by Chinese virtually withcut exception, and
even by Japenese declarations when their sophisticated evasions are translated

into ordinary speech. 1f we and other countries concerned allow them to
carry out their program it ought to be with a clear realization of all that
is involved. This is the permenent withdrawal of all our rights end inter-
ests in China, or an armed conflict with Japsn later cn.

The hostilities in China are in reality a concrete revelaticn of
o struggle between two opposing ideologies which divide our modern world. The
application of science to machinery, industry, end implements of warfare has
at once led to eccnomic needs and the forcible proviéicn for those needs
through the totalitarien state and armed conquest. Whether in the form of
fascist, or communist, or military dictatorship, this aims to give economic
security end the hope of greater gain or glory. As against these are the
ideals of inalienable humen rights - liberty, Jjustice, international agroomﬁnts,
world peace - for which America and other freedom-loving peoples stend. Chi=
na, both by her cultural heritage and her response to modern influences,
shares completely the democratic outlook, end with protectiocn from external
coercion would unquesticnably develop into a unified republic ready to sup-
port progressive efforts toward the settlement of international issues by
reason and right rather than by groupings based on force, Undorlying what
secms to be a war between Chine and Japan is this far mere significant con-
flict between ideals. What is showing itself elsewhere is thus seen herse
in its high lights. Unless the world reverts to barbarism end more effic-
iently orgenized slaughter there must be aggressive efforts for righteousness
end peace in international relations.,

Very sincerely yours,




Moyember 17, 1738

Presiaent J. beighton Stusrt
Yenching University
Peiping, China

bgar Dre. Stuarts

Thank you for your letter of October 2)th, discussing in such
full detsil the problem of future support for the Nash ana Price fuaniliec.

I will share your letler with ér. WcBrier, snd will try to see
to it that these matters are taken up by the Yenching Trustees in wuys that
will be the most productive.

For the present there does not seem to be much that we can ao in
working out plauns for kr., and Wrse Price. Within ¢ few monthg, however, we
might begin to tuke up with the Presbyterian Board the possibility of thedr
going out under Presbyteriun support in the autumn of 1737,

The problem of the Nash fumily is «a evea uore difficult one., We
can appreciute the reluctance of the field suthorities to place within the
regular budget the unusuzlly lsrge smount which Mr. Nash has needed for hiue-

self and his family. On the other hand, the Trustiees are equally reluctant -
both as & matter of principle, and because of precticul considerations to as=-
sume such a responsibility. /

lr, Nash is just now completing the work for his doctorate ana the
Yenching Trustees huve expressed a generul willingness to continue his support
until the end of this fiscal year 80 &s to give him &n opportunity to seek for
special funds for the future nmaintenance of L1s work in Journa.ism. But condi-
tions in america just now are very unfevorauvlie ror such a project s this, so
#e dare not be too optimistic &s to the results he cun secure.

Your suggestion thut the associated Boards determine to maintain
work in Journalisu, the locution to be deciced on the merits ol the case,
might offer an ultiuate solution to the probiem, though 1 am wlfraid it would
not be of much imsediste help to wir. Hushe To begin with, it would be foolish
for any group here in america to attempt to decide guch & yuestion as this
without & careful study of the whole situation in Chins and convultation with
leaders on the fielde The whole journalistic enterprise in Chinu just now is
in such & changing and chuotic condition that one could not expect to reuch &
wise decision until conditions hawe becoue more stable. &lso, one could not
proni€® Professor Nash in advance thattere would be & permanent place for him in
such & reorieatation of journalistic work in China.

we will do all we can to see that these uatters are given very cure=
ful and syupathetic study during the months just ahead,

Very sincerely yours,




% i
2 N
YENCHING UNIVERSITY

PEKING, CHINA

/' TELEGRAPH ADDRESS

ok s e November 22, 1938}/ /; 7
PRESIDEN
)0

M / ) S SYENTA'
£ SP

Bc Ae ‘T&I'Side
Fifth Avenue
York, N.Y.

Following up my letter rogarding Dre Hsi=tien Lin, we now
have information that he is still connected with the China Institute,
as you doubtlecss already know. We also hear indirectly that he is
quite ready to return to Yenchinze It is not clear, however, whether
his thought is to come for the second semester or after next summers
In either case, we shall be glad to have hime Will you cable on

receiving this, what his decision ise

Very sincerely yours,

/XLL 7W
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Novem[“er 241938

///?o the Board o

Ly communications to you 1u recent months nave bezsn chielly
occupied with attemnpted interpretations of sino-Japanese alialrs
ond their conseguences To our University. . 1in thig one i shall
ghare with you my impressions of recent trends 1in tne ¢hristian

way of life. 1hls 18 a 1lar more congenial subject.

l'o begin witn, i should like to testity to the truly
Jnristizn benavior of missionaries and uhinese alike in the war

areas. As a missionary and the son of missionaries 1 have 1rom
thie beginning of my service herec been, not so much critical oI,
g dissatisfied with the resulls from &1l the devoted efiort alld
consacrated money put 1into tiiis enterprise. Lernaps Ly BirCa L
this country has nelped S0 to iniluence wy thinking ss TO cause
me to observe all Tiilsg almost too one-sidedly ITou the. cauinese
.gtandpolnt. in any case L heave oveen unnapplly conscious of the
excessively foreign character of much in our Organlzeaq setivities
ani doctrinal tormuletions, of thne per petuation ol denominational
patterns 80 meaningless to Chinese, ot the tewmptaltion To shinese
to be contented with a change ol lite canlefly concerned witin those
standardized observances 1o dnich missionaries iave unwittingly
sttached primery importance. ffil Wes not =o much insinceritly on
the part of Jhinese Christisns as of artiiicial conditioning due
to econoriic or other adventitious Iactors and to the perscnal
influence of uissionaries intensely sarnest but sometimes deilc
in imagination Or insight. Lhe Christian povement as a wiole
seemed to have zccomplished ooth tar less and tar more than the
statistical gains wihilch the Anerican temperament tends TO el asize.
One wondered how much oi tne merely structural element would survive
loss of economic Or per sonal support, or new gocial and intellectual
currents. (ne was also vividly aware taatl onristisi thought and
living had been releasing dynamic energies whicn could rnot be taou-
1ated put were adding to the ferment Qf new forces everywnere acilve
in this hitherto static civilizationS?T
it supplies a oackground for, tne deed 'sersonal satlstaction with
waich 1L have watched the waywshristians(ip wick have stood thls
territic trial and the admiration t1is has won itor many others.
their uncomplaining endurance and bravery in this vast welter of
destruction, their intelligent and gelrless care ol refugees and of

all this is emphnasized vecsuse

wounded soldiers, &nd even more their attituoe - tlhis applies notably
to Chinese Christlans - to the enemy &8 revealed in thelr prayers and

in many severer tests, call tor the nighest preise. & end laxrge
they seem to have lived worthily oi the taith they proiess. wuch
of the dross has beel purned away and what was irrelevent or unreal
mey dilsappesr Iorever. i write in thls detached way because in this
locelity we nave beel gpered thus rer tihe physical nardsilps and
dengers which have provern to be & Tretrining rurnace el seshere.
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_.a missions Tfounded institution these &re obviously sound

\

Coming now to Yenching, the general S1lTlUc ion has hzd 1ts
inevitakle effect upon our own religious life n general tTnls
has also beer distinctly reassurinc. Bece
yf @ university groups reinforced by the stirrings of Chinese
netionel consciousness, We have for sorme years past been tending:
towerd lerger dependence oI student initiative. 1hls wes on the
gssurption that only with z well-estgblished tradition of Crinecse
ond of student leadership could there be any sare hojpe ol perl-
mznence in Christien activity once the 1orelgh adminil strative
control were veakened OT reroved. e would furnigh all possiltle
facilities and favoring intiuences, and as nearly &s possibly a
Christian faculty, but we would depend upon TOE conviciions and
vitel experience ol & nmicleus of Christien stuaents for meintain-
ing: the student Divigion ol our nyentz (abbreviation 1or Yencaiing
iniversity) Christian Fellowship." Apart Irom the exigencies of

\»

o510
At the outset especially this new policy was & veriteble venture
of Taithi  wWith. the r emoval of the conventional senctions there
wag guite noturally a depressing lag. Gaine se do not seei to feel
either the need or the obligation to attena church or chapel
services ol worship a8 ig our habit. . Corresponaing changes of
discipline in Christian secondur, schools ana the ineéredging -nNule
per ©oi stuaenbs wiio cole to us Irom non-gnristiaen gsources have
reducec the amount oi preparec materisl on wilci wWe might count.
There heve also beell deterrent infiuences peculler TO Chiina. and
those whlech obtaln on aly colLlege camyu;.flbonu the less,ve feed
more encecuraged this year tien perhaps et any t u.e previous. ot
that we have had any spectecular or even widely-1ielt religlous
owekenin g among the students. 2ut there is more sponteneous eand

[}

intelligentl; directed activity auong then, more 01 2a putedy

ligious guaelity 1n all of this, more OI assured personal vellel
of .joyousiy catisfying experience. They also seem to have the
Lorouysh respect ol their fellow-students. Nowhere is t.ls LoOre
+ an acid test than in china where the age-long tradition of Tl
wcholsr cless has been 1n at least theoretical concern with ‘moyr.al
igsues, and all of uwhose people have had en -nstingt 1ol appralisging
the springs of condauct =znd tnelr fruition in iire.y?gbout one=tnird
{300} of Liie students nave joined the "Christian Fellowship™, well
over one-=pall (175 of, wiiom aré neW it 1e suggestive that ol these
new riembers 120 had not been previousdty paptized, the remzining o9
beiny scattered auolnyg verious rrotestant bodies. Their chiel
expression of religlous interest seews To take the form of small
groups Or wiellowships" of which there are now 17 with perhaps an
average membership of 20. Some have fac.lty advisgers O leader s,

Y

gis

neny are vithout. lﬁhe Oxford Group here deserves speclal mentlion
vecause of its vitelity, the nigh quality of 118 sy gonnel and the
entire aebsence of those excesses or objectioclable fectures wilch
nzve apparently brought tuois lovement into digre

or in certein locallllces. here ere severat inspiring faculty
member s snd among its o7 ‘gtudents are Lo 0O fourd a numoer who &re
outstzrding 1iu scnolarship, atnietics OF otnerwise. our uxiora
Groups and woxforda Grests" have @ curious link. 1ae latter 18 an
experiment veing carried out in close sssociation witn uxtord
university. Je are stiemplling TO sdont tne tutorlad Letiiod 80

rinciples.



emphaﬁfzgd there, with tne help of the son ol vice-chencellor
Lindsay end others, in honors courses consisting ol Folitical
Science, mconomics end rhiloscphy, populerly known at vxford es
fodern Greats. Mor this purpose & sophomore students were select-
ed by rigid tests from among a large number ol applicants. O
these 6 sre Christians and 3 belong to the Uxiord Group, ome of
these being regarded as the most promisinc student in each. 1his
is & notable instance of the general nigh standing of the Christiane
in verious phases of student life.{dhere is scme active interest
among non-Christians as in the case’ of one of our older ZzZritish
women teachers who has a class of esbout & dozZen LOysS COIlNg o ‘her
entirely on their own initiative and asking to be taught in a
weekly meeting not only Christign truth but even wmore anow to do
somethiing useful. There is quite a range oi neignvorhood Sunday
5chool or social service activities carried on by students under
the "Fellowship".(fihe apparent indifference ol tie pigjority is
partly due to the Tamlilsr ceuses obteinin~ elsewnere, partiy to
brooding preoccupation with the national ocrigiss Bub there is no
evidence whatever of anti-Christian sentiment, and smong us as 1in
the country at large there are many heartening indications that the
ideals or beliefs to which Yenchiing vears witness are accepted and
lived by many who do not identiry themselves with our formal
religious affeaips. sspecially 1is this revealed 1in the character o1
our graduates after leesving here and in the pride with which they
sim to maintain what they constgntly speak o1 gs the renching spirite.
A tradition is unquestionably velng iaghioned here which derives
directly from our Christian origins and is making its impress on
the national life.

this report should reach you in tine for Christmas and may thus
serve os a message well suited to the season.

very sincerely Yours,
gl A '
1 f{z;lvf07§:¢f4\
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Thenksgiving Day
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

Dre Be Ae Garside
150 Fifth Avenue
New York, M.Y.

1w dear Garside:

I an seanding you herewith another copy of this report end should
1ike to hove vour reply as to the order in time each reaches voue
T am also enclosing a copy of some correspondence which expnlains itselfe
-pe loDrier will doubtless consult with vou about e letter I heve just
vritten hime In this connection, it is proving extremely difficult to
use the additional fund which he hes written as available for the next
five yoars = US%1,000 per annume I shall, however, continue to study
the probleme Do all you can to help him annreciate the peculior situ-
ation we are ine It is almost impossible to get the sort of Chinese
we should like to heve, to come to this region, and in any casc, thev
are oxtremely busy end useful where they are. Ior is it easy To find
foreirmers who speak Chinese and could be freed to come here for relisious
work, rather than for academic studiess Lven thouph the students all
talk Enclish, yet to bring in enyone whose conversation is limited to
that medium is not the ideal solutione But as I have often writwen
him, we need not worrye I do not doubt but that the time will come
when all this fund cen be used in wnys that would be fully endorsed
by all concerneds

i R

AR e
- moT

Very sincgrely yours,

il L T AR /6 o
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Dr. Be Ae Garside
150 Fifth Avenue

Ry g

Wevwr Yorky e Ye
Iy dear Garsides

Looking ahead toward next vear we are badly in need of one
or two additional teachers in Physics. For reasons connected with
the local situation, it is difficult to secure Chinese, including
some of our ovm best graduates who have been abroade Could you meke
inquiry as to any suiteble Chinese now studying in the States and
planning to return to China next swmmers Information recardin any
such coulcd be sent to us, and there would be time for further corres=-
pondence or a cabled replye. Dr.®fin of the China Institute may be of
help in this metter, as Wogld the Y 1 C A committee that deals with
foreirn studegpls, and Vr.l Asiac of the Chinese Christian Student
Associations It is possible that an American could be found to come
out on & short term basise. We would went one well qualified in this
subject. An experienced professor might be found who is due a sabbatical
lecave and could come to us on some arrengenent of mocest compensation}}
In any case, I should be srateful for your attention to one morc or
the many burdens that Yenching adds to your multiform activitiese

Very sincepely yvours,







December 3, 1938

Dr. J. Leighton Stuart
Yenching University
Peking, China

Dear Dr. Stuart:
We cabled you today as follows;

"MRS. RUGH BOOKED RETURN PASSAGE JANUARY. DO YOU APPROVE AND
AUTHORIZE TRAVEL EXPENDITURE? CABLE BY MONDAY WITHOUT FAIL."

The whole question of Mrs. Rugh's return to China has been
up for consideration, as she has made rather rapid recovery and is
anxious to be back on the field.

This ocable is one way of putting the matter in your hands
for decision, and we hope to receive a reply by Monday before the
China mail closes,

Very truly yours,

December 6, 1938

Pe Se No cable came yesterday and we held the above letter hoping
to receive a reply today. The following came to hand a few minutes
8go3~

"DISAPPROVE AND TRANSMIT MRS RUGH QUOTE STRONGLY ADVISE RESERVE LATER
PASSAGE AWAIT LETTER MY LOVE ARTHUR"

This probably will not make much difference in Mrs. Rugh's
attitude, although we did not convey to her the words, "DISAPPROVE AND".
Mrs. Rugh stated this morning that she felt it her duty to be back with
her husband and, if necessary, would pay her own way. In this respeot
we will, of course, be glad to sell her the transportation as there is
nothing else we can do.

Ce. A. E.




President J. Leighton Stuart
Yenching University
Peiping, China

Deer Dr. Stuart:

We are enclosing herewith the mimutes of the meeting
of the Board of Trustees of Yenching University held on Novenm=
ber 10e These minutes have been held ewaiting the subsequent
aation of the Board as a result »f Minute T-3618.

The minutes sre more or less self-explanatory when
considered with the appended Treasurer's Feporte.

In reference to Action T-3618, may I mention that the
statement appearing as Action T«3619 was very carefully worked
out by the committee appointed, end rooeived a very enthusiastic
approval by the membership of the Board of Trustees. The letters
coming in in connection with the circulated statement and its
approvel have been very hearty in 1ts endorgsement, which shows
the very great apprecistion that the Board has of the conduct
of the administration on the field.

In the last item of Page 3 of the minutes, "Dr. Stuart's
letter of August 11, 1938," lr. Garside is preparing .the letter
requested under this heading. This letter is being forwarded
under separate cover by this same maile

Sincerely yours,

JIPVH Assistant Secretary
Enclse.

Copy to Miss Cookingham




APPENDIX B
Yenching Trustees
11/10/38

December 5, 1938

Dear Dr. Stuart:

At their meeting on November 10th, the Yenching Trustees gave prolonged cone
sideration to the matters dealt with in your letter of August 1lth. This letter
again points out the existing imperfections in the organization both of Christian
higher education in China and of the supporting boards of trustees in the West, and
urges that the Yenching Trustees take advantage of the opportunity afforded by the
present crisis to bring about the ostablishment of a single Board of Trustees for
Christian Higher Education in China. At the direction of the Board this letter is
being written to summarize the discussion that took place and the decisions that

were reached.

First, the Yenching Trustees are, as they have always been, heartily in favor
of a single Board of Trustees. They are constantly active, both as a board and a&s
of ficers and members of the Associated Boards, in working for the achievement of that
goal, During the past sixteen months they have been particularly interested in this
problem and have been eager for more rapid progress toward its solution,

second, the Trustees believe that had you been able to spend the last two
years here Th America you would not write that "there is no evidence reeching us that
the A.B.C.C.Cs is doing anything whatever toward the desired correlation - despite
repeated assurances - or has any serious intentions of effecting significant improve-
ments." In the judgment of the Trustees, substantial progress has been made toward
the solution.of both the practical and the psychological problems which must be
clearly and convincingly solved before any united Board of Trustees can ever be suce-
cessfully established.

The whole problem of greater unity has been constantly before the Associated
Boards during the past eighteen months and there have been many discussions of the
topic which it has not been advisable to enter upon the official records., The
general attitude of the group has been that the present crisis in China must be util-
ized to complete processes of unification which would be very slow of achievement under
moro stable conditions. This is the attitude in which the group approached the secur-
ing and distribution of the emergency fund of $300,000 which wes obtained last year.
At the Annual Meeting of the Associated Boards in May, 1938, after prolonged discuss
sion, action was taken substantially as follows:=-

"First, that due to the continuation of disturbed conditions during 1938-39,
major emphasis must again be placed on securing another emergency fund to
enable the Colleges to remain in operation as best they can under the oxist~
ing circumstances. This emergency fund must once more be used in ways that
will most effectively encourage increased cooperation and unity among the
soveral Colleges.

Second, that any further support beyond the 1938-39 emergency fund which the
Associated Boards may seek to secure for tho Colleges individually or as &
group can be sought tonly upon the basis of a thorough rostudy of the whole
program of Christian higher educetion in Chine . . . such funds to be based
upon whatever revisions in the program of christian higher education in
China may be found necessary and desirable " (Action AB-779, May 3, 1938)




Dr. Stuart 2w Docember 5, 1938

Third, the Trustees recognize that successful operation of the present un-
wieldy system of organization is an essential prerequisite to the development of
e single board of trustees. It is generally accepted that the present organization
of the Asseciated Boards is only a transition stage. It 1s too complex and cum-
bersome; requires too great an expenditure of both time and money for the results
achieved. At the same time, it is a long step in advance of the earlier organiza-
tion of twelve unrelatod and sometimes conflicting Boards of Trustees. Yet only
when it has been clearly proven that the principle of cooperation can be made to
work in a way that is beneficial to the cause of Christian higher education in
China will it be possible to get any widesprecad support for the next step of a
single Board of Trustees.

Many of those who have been the most ardent advocates of a single board of
trustees in America and of & maximum amount of consolidation among the Colleges in
china have not been fully appreciative of the extent and sincerity of the doubts
and objections veiced by a large number of devoted friends and supporters of the
China Colleges. One misses their viewpoint entirely if one assumes - as many have
done - that these doubts and objections are based upon a desire to perpetuate cor-
tain forms of institutional or mi ssionary contrel, or to keep alive certain insti-
tutions. The fundamental basis of their reasoning has been this:=-

"fost of the support thus far given to the Christian Colleges in China has
come from missionary bodies, individuals, and organizations, which are in-
terested in a single institution or at most a very few Colleges. "hile
there has been much talk of the possibility of securing large gifts from
new sources if greater unity in America and in China could be worked out,
thero has been little proof that such increased support could be secured
and rotained over a protracted period. A singlc board of trustcos in
Amorica and a consolidation of tho Colleges in Chinn might cause far
greator losscs of income from prescnt sourccs than could be replaced from

£ income which would be attracted by this consolidation. If
this happened, the net result would be that the support of Christian
highor education in China would bo seriously wonkened; and even if fower
Colleges remained they might have less support under such & system than
thoy are receiving at the present time."

The only convincing answer to such doubts as theose is a demonstration that
through cooperation increased support can be secured, and at the time support al-
ready developed can be maintained., This is what the Associated Boards has been
trying to demonstrate ever since it began its joint promotional work in 1934, TDur-
ing the first two or three years of its attempts at joint promotion the results
were not very satisfactory, end this was one of the fundamental reasons why an
oarnest attempt two years ago to create a single board of trustees {n North Americe
made very little progress. The sucoess of the united appeal in 1937-38 for an
emergency fund of $300,000 did more to advance the development of a united board of
trustees than anything which has happened in the last fifteen years., If the 1938-39
campaign for $330,000 1s oqually successful, that will do much to dispel whatever
honest doubts still remain.

Fourth, the members of the Yenching Board of Trustees are now actively parti-
cipating In The movement already under way in North America to go forward as rapidly
as possible with the development of a single board of trustees. They believe that
at least the groundworkfor such a board can be laid during 1938-39; and they hope
that such an organization can actually begin to function by the end of the current
fiscal year. It is their judgmont, however, that they can share morec effectively in

w
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this undertaking as officers end members of the Associated Boards than in their
corporate capacity as Yenching Trustees. They realize that sometimes certain types
of pressure from one influential body in a group may create involuntary antegonisms,
and that where all members of the group can share equally in initiating and support-
ing any set of proposals there is much greater likelihood of their ultimate adop-
tion,

Fifth, the Yenching Trustees recognize that under a single board of trus-
toos the speclal interests of each institution in the group must necessarily be
subordinated to whatever is, in the judgment of the single board, the larger in-
terests of the group as a whole. During the past twenty years the Yenching Trus-
teeos have had a large share in the dovelopment of the resources and support of
Yenching University. Had not this group of men and women here in America focused
their interest on, and dovotod themselves sacrificially to, the special needs and
problems of Yenching, the University es 1t stands today might never have existed.
What will happen when this special interest on bohalf of Yenching has been merged
with corresponding interests for the other Colleges, nobody can foresee, It is pos-
sible that such a single board of trusteces may decide that Yenching has now secured
{ts fair share of capital and current resources, and thet in the years just ahead
its major emphasis must be placed on devoloping support for other institutions. It
is cven conceivable that such a board might consider it to tho best interests of
higher education in China to transfer olsewhere some of the present work or support
of Yenching. Neither of these possibilities may ever materislize, but the Yenching
Trustees must recognize them as thoy consider turning over to a united board the
responsibilities they heve heretofore borne on bechalf of the mission boards, in-
dividuals, and other organizations which have shared in building up Yenching. The
Trusteos appreciate, too, that every other board of trustees invited to morge its
identity in such a united board must face these same considerations - many with
much greater force than do the Yenching Trustees themselves.

e will keep you informed of developments as thoy take placo during the
year .

Very sincerely yours,

(signed) B. A. Garside
Secretary
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Mre. Joseph I. Parker
150 Fifth Avenue

& AT
New Yor! Ly lie Ve

Iy dear lr. Parker:

T™e last American mail has brought me your letter with the miautes

of the Executive=Promotion Committees, and those of the Special Cormittec
T teke this occasion to welcome vou to our organization and hope that we
hall heve frequent occasions for working Louothcr in this challenpging taske
T am especinlly interested to note the decision resarding Vernon Nash.

might as well begin by taking up with you one item which will relieve
Dra arSLde to that ex ucnt. A group of Americaens in the city have approved
the letter drafted by me to be sent to the committee with which Haryy Price
is connected, and to go out with copies of the pamphlet on "America's Share
in Japen's War Guilt". We are all collecting addresses from our friends ond
ourselves which will be sent on as rapidly as possibles The letter is to be
sirned by Drse Houghton and Pettus, and senior merbers of the Prcsoyterlan,
lethodist, and American Board llissions, towcfhﬁr with myselfs. Iy owm list
will consist of the personal list of mine which liiss Ven Sciver has, end
whatever portion of the Yerching mailing list would seem to Dre. “arsLd and
voursclf to be appropriate. The more widely this matter can be ajitated,
the betters Ve are assuming that the letter will be sent out without any
of our names, but with the endorserwent of the American committee in charyes
We are now collecting lists from our Yenching memberse If we send these
through the ordinery meil, it will be understood that they are meant for
the same purpose as described in this letters

40 the Decanber nurber of the Chinese Recorder,
about IFrancis Chens

As an instance of whet one Yenching sraduate is doing, let me refer
the article by I're. Stowe

7ith the season's greetings,
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December 16, 1938

Dear ¥n Stuurts

Let me acknowledge raceipt of your letter of Novewber 1Otha
To this you attach a memorandum with reference to ®u special form of
constructive aid to Chinu®, In the memoranuum it is suggestea that
Yenching undertake to provlde tew.orary support for selected upper cluss
and graduate students who would devote theueelves to extension work in tie
field of rural reconstruction. The sum needed would be USg4,J 0 per year
for & period of probubly two years beginning July 1937

ie are sending copies of this meworandum to tne wewoers of tie
Yenching Committee on Promotion with an inquiry as to whetner Uhey will
wish us to initiate efforts to secure these funds, either aireclly or in
coo eration with the promotiosnal sctivities of the sssociciled posrdse

I em not sure from your letter snu ismorandum whether you desire
that some or all of the §,J07.)) 1 eded in 1737=40 be secureda during the
current fiscel year 1938=3j. 4o a rule we nave not altemptisu 1o secure
special funds which vill not be needed until the next fiscal yeur, but we
cun appreciute that the field would need sdvaice assurance luat this
US$4000 would be forthcoming berore you coula gian activities beglnning
on July lst, of next yo&re

I know thutall wembers of tne Cowuittee on Promotion wi.il be vory
sympathetic to the proposal, for it contenplates developments wlong lines
which have their heartiest approvel. Whether or not it will be possible to
work out plans for securing such & fund we aust, Lowever, leave to the Coue
mittee to determine.

Very sincerely yours,

Dr. de Leighton Stuert
Yenching University
Peking, China

BaG P
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Miss Blvena Ven Sciver
150 Fifth Avenue

i W V.FOI"C, Ne Yie

dear liss Van Sciver:

You will remember that Philip Fush left sore imperial gold

brocade hancinss and a painting in our office with the hope that

these micht be sold end the proceeds 50 Lo ‘enching or be given

“YENTA'

to

sone rich donor or promising prospects T hope you are seeing to it
that the brocades are not being eaten bw mothse They should be sunned

1

at stated timese. It may be better, however, tc mal
5 3’

e a Tinal effort

to dispose of them alonz the lines that were oririnally intended,
or if there seems no adequat use of this nature, to turn them
to some art dealer on & cormission basis, and hold the proceeds
his instructions after he cen be informed of the outconee I am
that this has nroved so fruitless an undertaking thus fer, and
been more of & bother to you than a help to enyone elses

ince I'C]" TOUXr Sy

over
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deteriorate in these respects because of various externsl
add that Vrse. Hu is, as you can judze from her being able
uote courses in the School of Religion, an unusnally

could supplement her husband in meny waySe

The effort to get the sort of Chinese we should like to have

purpose is not encouracinge Those to whom we vrould most eagerly
completely occupied 1 in the south and west, and in general all such people
hove a repugnance egainst comins into this aress The same ig. true of

1
(

sner unable to use Chinese " has not yet been dis
; ond

issioneriese The forel
covereds In the intimacies of relizious discussion, our students resp
much more reedily to someone who cen £alk their owm languages I an by no
means discourazed over the outlook, but am reporting to you some of the
practical difficulties we are facing in following vwha't would seem to be
the more natural course for the use of this func I'eanwhile the students
who are receiving help are fully 1“vir; up to the record of those of whom
T have written vou in the paste

With continuing remembrance in a bereavement which you must be feeling
+ith an especial pain during this Christmes scason,

{ 4 W . ; ;
M Z’W Vory sincere 1,, TOUr Sy
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