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YENCHING

FACULTY PRESESSIONAL CONFERENCE - SEPTEMBER 5-6, 1930,

ANSFER

Let me give expression, first of all; to the deep satisfaction I have
in being back with you again and looking into your faces., Next I want
to ask that you be very patient in listening to me this morning. The
Presessional Conference is about the only chance I have in the whole
year to talk to the Faculty as a group about the things that interest me
most rather than dealing with some pressing matter of business, and this
time my natural desire for such an opportunity is accentuated by long
absence from Yenching and by the eventful changes that have been affect-
ing our environment and our own outlook. I hope thers will be ample time
left after I finish for such discussion as you care to have concerning
the issues raised. Meanwhile let us think of this whole morning as con-
tinuing the devotional period which has preceded.

Presidentt!s Address

The Outlook. It may not be amiss to remind ourselves at the outset
of those tremendously significant forces working both within us and
from without which are transforming this institution from a union of de-~
nominational foreign missionary colleges into a private university es-
tablished under Chinese law with all the attributes of a broadly con-
ceived centre of higher learning, while retaining all of the essential
purpose and performance of its origin. It has been effecting this tran-
sition in the midst of a swirling maelstrom of awakened nationalism, ra-
cial consciousness, new knowledge, crumbling beliefs, passionate struggles
for better social, economic, and political conditions, the disintegration
of political life and alarming spread of lawlessness and destructive
revolutionary movements. How to adjust our religious activities in view
of government regulations, reinforced as all of these are by public opin-
ion, requires and will receive very careful thought. The temper of our
own students and the evidences among them of world-wide tendencies
among present-day youth cannot but come into conflict with traditional
theories of educational policy. The bearing of recent happenings both
here and abroad upon our financial support must be kept in mind. In
short, we are facing a new session more overshadowed perhaps with be-
wildering and unpredictable uncertainties than any of those tumultuous
years through which we have already passed.

Yenching Ideals. In all of this confusion one thing is radiantly
clear and this is that we do exist and can exist only by the maintenance
of our distinctive Yenching ideals. Without these there is no real
reason why we should continue to function at all. Without these most
of us would not care to be working here, there would be no continuity
with our past heritage, no consistency in our various relationships, no
rational hope for the future. In the most literal sense it can be saild
that we live upon our ideals, The institution has been largely created
out of these and owes them such measure of achievement as it has now at-
tained; our internal harmony and mutual helpfulness, our success in re-
lation to our students and Chinese nation, our only hope of further fi-
nancial resources, all depend on our ability t6 live according to the
standards and objectives we have set flor ourselves., Whatever may be
true in the world at large, for us at any rate the most idealistic solu-
tion of the many problems we must face is demonstrably the most practical
one. And therein lies our real contribution to our age, in China as well
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as abroad

Synthesis. It is “rom this viewpoint that I should like to go over
with vou Ehis morning soms of the more pressing of these problems, If I
at5amotad to sum up in one word the keynots of our life for the vear that
liss ahead, as I concaive it, it would ba Synthasis, In previous vears
the word Fellowship has bsen stressed and one of our numbsr has urged the
thought of Mutuality. My toxt for the day di“fers onuv slightlv from these,
the ideas undsrlying our University motto, and other Tamiliar phras=ss in
which we attempt to describe the unifving principle bv whish we ars trying
to live. Our task then for the new academic vear is furthsr integration
of delightfully divarsifiad elements.

The Faculty. In applvying this concept lat us bagin with oursselves,
the Faculty. I doubt if thsre can be found anywhere 2lss a group, NO
larger than ours, and living togethsr as do we on a cooparative basis, that
has as much variation as is reprasented among us. The most obvious cleavage
is of course that bzstween Westsrn and Chinese and yat it has basn one of
our greatsst triumohs during these recent vsars of Nationalistic tension
+hat we have had such almost osrfact harmonv. This has p:rhaps been more
sndangsred bv the salary discussions of last vear than anvthing else that
has ever happened, and onc of our first concrete objictives must be to re-
covar our old harmonvy by the way we apply our highest life-ideals to this
acid t3st. The relation of men and women under the peculiar historical and
orasent circumstancas of our own organizacion may seam to not a feow of us
a more difficult achisvement in synthssis than the racial. We vary very
widsly in our feeling as to how our univarsity can or should ‘retain its
Christian charactsr, Then thare is the scisntific as against the humanistiec
smohasis, conflicting sxtrames as to student discipline, social habits,
+asto and tomp-orament, stc. The npoint in calling attantion to all this is
that we havs much the richsr, finsr common 1ife with all these diffarences,
providing we can sffect a synthesis of them, Rach of us here has a rare
chancs to practise working with those whose msntal habits, moral concepts,
modss of procadurz, are unlike one's own, or 2ven mor: or lass revugnant.

Salariss. Refarencs has bsen made to the salary issue., I should
like to commant further on that, partly because it must bs faced again
this coming vear, but chizflv bsecause it can be traatsed as a suonr-
lative opportunity for examining into and applying the life-ideals of which
we are now thinking. Since we as a “roup virtuallv have the power %o de-
cide what salarizs we wish to give ourselvss, our rscommendations on this
realistic issus will be quite indicative of our controlling aims and of
our capacity to reach unifisd conclusions. I hav: at this time only two
suggoestions. One is that we rsopen the quastion both of Chinsse and Westarn
schadulss. And secondly, that we try to work out nsw onss on a fusion of
tho following thrse orinciples: (1) Christian concspts of stawardship
and sarviecs; (2) Academic 3fficisncy, 8O that each ta2achar can put his whole
time and thought into this one fask without financial anxistv: (3) Social
obligations of Chinsse and Western toachsrs involvad in thair raspsctive
circumstances. This can zasily be the most vaxatious of administrative
burdsns and a s21fishly individualistic struggle, or a svnthasis of glowing
idsalism and oractical intelligence. Lot us dat srmins this morning at least
tho attitude with which we shall faca the problam,
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Tha Studsnt Body., We are all aware of the possibilitias of dis-
turbancs in overy school in China, ours baing smphatically no axcaption.
Hers again thors is a call for a synthasis botwesm ancisntly racognisad
faculty rights and startlingly noval studsnt assertions. In facing the
coming vaar lot us first of all fras oursslves from fuar., The only danger
wo havs from students is that a majority of them may orsmanize against us,
iy which casa wa ara oraparsd to close the institution. W3 owe it to no
supsrior authority to continue oparation if tho studonts should attsmpt
to forca any issus upon us. But let mo add at onc~ that I think any such
aventuality sxtromely unlikaly. Two points only e nsed to stress, onc if
serupulous obssrvancs on our part individually and in avorv division of
all ragulations and of considerate, courtsous troatmsnt of studonts in
carrving out our dutiss. An arror of judgment, failure to adh:rs to pre-
seribzd procadure, unrwitting brusquensss in mannsr, on the part of one
tsachsr may at any time-as we have oxperisncaed morc than onda --involve the
sntirs institution in sarious complications. The other and morec agresable
point to urge is that svery one of us try, each in his or hsr own way,
but all as most of us navar havs bafora, to cultivate fri-ndly relations
with individual students. Almost any threatensd ou-brsak can ba avorted
if snough stuiants and cnough tsachars are on sufficisntly frisndlv terms
to sxplain to one anathor the points-of-view involved. Wo are in the
curious position of bsing entir:ly dependent on student support for the
carrying out of any disciplinary program, with no ability to use force
nor any advantage from its use. Our strength consists in the active and
well-informed cooperation of the student body as a whole a-ainst agitations
instigated ~ithsy from within or without, and we can all help toward this
mutual understending.

Pinances. Any revicw of our common intesrassts would be incomplete
which d1d not deal with university finances. I regrot that unauthorized
and much too optimistic reports of results of rscent efforts in America
have appsared in the local press. The facts are belofly that we have
the value during the next few y»ars of substantial increasos in endow=
ment for the Natural Sciences, though one importent item in this is
not finally assured and another item will go by default unless its con-
ditions are met within the next five years. The provision for the Social
Seiences is even more prscarious and 1little progress has been made toward
caoitalization of this budget. I found it on this last trip far more
difficllt to raise money in America . than ever bafors in my experience,
there being apart from personal deficiencies, thres leading rceasons:

(1) the New York Stock Exchange crash, its nation-wide consequences and
a goneral state of business depression and uncertainty; (2) the contin~-
uyed turmoil in China and the alarmist or confused impressions on the
Amsrican Mind; (3) the appalling increase of financial appeals for

everyv conceivable object within the countrv and from all parts of the
worldi;and ever more skilful technique in solicitation with the conse-
quent resistance aroused in those solicited. These causes, and others
that could be added, will most probably continue to oparate for some
years. Coming more specifically to our own problems, it is verv dif-
ficult to secure persans effective in raising monev and willing to work
for us. Parhaps the most cncouraging result of my recent trip was the
probability that Dr. Chestor E. Jenney who had helped us temporarily
when I was previously in the States, will now join us on a s omewhat per-
manent basis. His reason is that he got so infected that, as he expres=-
ses it, Yenching has gripped him so that he cannot get it out of his
system. Another factor is that, apart from Princeton and Wellesley
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alumni and certain other special groups, we have no natural constituencies
and evon these are only ours in so far as we have won them by much cul-
tivation., In othor words, thore arc no parsons or organizations in Am-
orica or elsewhecre upon whom we have any c¢laim whatevar. This is what

I meent in insisting that we can only exist and grow by living according
to our best ideals, &and by so doing create the only arguient with which
we can successfully aopeal for funds. Therefore not a fzw of you who

by faithful and fruitful attention to your own tasks, and in complete
unconsciousnsss of having any part in money raising have been the renl
cause of such redults as we have thus far attained.

In the earlisr years we had to put ourselves on the map end take
risks of incur deficits. We lacked experionce and felt the urge to ox-
pand., For the immediatc futurs I plead for the utmost cooperation on
the part of all of you in a poliey of stabilization and restraint against
further cnlargement. With the most careful sconomy we can perhaps carry
on as we are now without anxiety, but even so thero are olways unforeseen
nocossities and a steadily incrsasing cost of oparation., #van from the
standpoint of getting msw monev, which still remains our biggost problem,
this will beitads easier from now on by a conservative policy. And soma-
now I feel strangely hopeful for our futurc if we thus work together nowe

Additional Needss In addition to securing the endowments now in
process for the Natural and Social Scicnces and the Women's Colloge, and
for the Departments of Journalism and Edacation, none of which except
the last named involve: any expansion, I should put as our most pressing
needs, more adequate provision for purchasing English and Buropean books
for the Library, and for the general welfare of our students, Ths for-
mer of these calls for no argument nor does it require any large out-
lay. By the latter I mean everything from medical attsntion inaluding
preventive and corrective hygiene and treatment, through - athletics
and ohysical education, psychiatry, etc, toO loans,scholarships, self-
support, vocational guidance and assistanes in securing employment. We
cannot fulfil all our glaim to be Christian until we enter into all that
concerns the problems that our students face, and do our utmost through
skilful technique and all known facilities for fashioning them into the
sort of manhood and womanhnod that can most usefully serve their country.
Nor would anything less than this be really complete education. How
pitifully insdequate is our present equipment in almost all these res-
pects, or even our present concern over these defocts! This is pzrhaps
the aspact of our Univarsity 1life that weighs on me now more than any
other.

.

In physical plant we must incrsase somewhat the equipment of the
Power House, we must look forward to some rolief for already congested
1ibrary conditions, another woments dormitory unit and to a similar ex-
tent ond less immedintely needed more men's dormitory space, and sundry
other items. Mr. Chuan will certainly include morc faculty residonces!

School of Religion. Govsrnment instructions may require organic
separation of this Snit from the Univsrsity, and 1its removal from the
camous., That this may not prove an unmixed misfortune was the buoyaht
conviction of at least some of its faculty before the recently promul-
gated orders wersa {ssued, In any cass, the problems thus created give
us all the occasion to evaluate afrosh the choice psrsonalities of this
faculty and to exoress bur praétical sympathy with thom in this new de=

3
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valopment. "Whatevor administrative or organizotional changss mav be re-
quirnd, we shall all the mors claim them as of oursalvas bv 2vary right
of functional sarvice and parsonal astoeam.

Sunday Obssrvance. Anothor specific question of religious policy
has bson raforrod to this Conference bv vyour meeting of last June in tho
action regarding the utilization of Sunday with special roference to or:
canized athletics and amusemants. On the mattor of athletins there was
what seem:d to me an admirable statement preparad by one or more mem-
bers of the School of Religion faculty. Certain guiding princinles will
probably be generally acee~t:d among us. The traditional reauirements a1l
srohibitions of west:rn Christianity arc not baing maintainad in those
countries under the swsevoing changes of thought and 1life, nor do most of
these commend themselvas to Chinese Christians who think for themsslvas.

Tt is a curious fact that the Now Testomeng which deals in the frankest

way with tho shortcomings of the first generation of Christians and with
warnings or admonitions as to their duty, doas not once® exhort to a striet
Jewish observance of this day. Nor would it havs b3-n nossible for those
sarlisst congragations toido so. The maetings rofsrrad to were always in
the avening when they could leave their tasks of tho day. Jesus danounced
the excossive observance of contemporary religious leadars, and declared

the groat orincipls that the Sabbath was made for man and not man for the
Sabbath. In othor words, the Puritan Sunday of England and America naver
had any justification from the Nsw Testament. On the other hand, the dav
ought to bo different from othsrs in r-ally hzlpful forms, including snir-
1tual cultivation for all who can bo 15d to sgak it. But sven for thoese,
and for the large number of the tndifferent how can we create new and un-
darstood values in place of activities no longar practicable nor usaful?

Let us study this question with a constructivo emphasis that finds healthy,
snjoyable, uplifting occupations for our studants in the place of --not thosa
pious duties which we might wish thev spont thoir time with--but the trivial
or harmful divarsions tq which they turn because thay know of nothing better.
For instancc, how about raculty members being at homo to students on Sun-
dg? aftarnoon? Instead of more or loss futils debat-s on athletics and
moving picturss on Sundays, let us think of positive wavs to help the stu-
dsnts into the bast use of this day with its noble possibilitisse

In a more gensral comment growing out of such issue, the survival
valua of Ysnching Univarsitv deponds viry largely upon the emphasis which
Chinsse administrative officsrs and toachars put upon character-building
influsncas as the institution passos out of the control of missionary
reprasantativss into thsirs. This anpliss alike to the continuancs of west-

srn financial assistancs and to the moral and financial supvort in China
upon which it must incraasingly dspend in the futurs. How tharefore can
the valuss of the older rsligious tsaching be conservad in forms suitable
to Chinsse racial characteristics, prasant -day college studants, and twen-

tieth cantury snvironment?

Religion, This last topic lsads naturally to ths religious problems
croated for all of us by recent 1sgislation and ths: tsndsnciss in popular
thought of which it is raally little more than the articulate sxpression.
As always in whatevar concsrins man's dsaepast smotions, thsre is nead of a
synthesis of sassionat sly conflicting owinions, and batwesn those who care
intsnsely about such matters and those who are more or less indiffarent to
the whols subjasct., For myss1f I connot escape from a certain fesling of
oxhilaration that at last we have a chancs to demonstrate as a community
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and as individuals the practical advantages of striving to live according
to tho highast beli:fs and spiritual principles of which wo know, striopel
of many of the customary nccassoricse. Wo can at least agras to work to-
gather for what we all recognise as our Yonching idsals. To what axtoent
ond in what forms various onss of us may find religious practicss helpful
in sustaining our own soviritual vitality or inspiring it in othors is nll
part of the challenging 2xpariment in corporate idsalism which Yenching
Univsrsity connotzs. For 13t us think of Yenching as morce than an aduca-
tional institution, but as this plus a thrilling advanture in the practise
of living according to the bsst we know, as an organ for genarating dynamin
moral enargiss, as a smooﬂﬁyrvnning officiently regulated machine which
also has a vitalizing soul, as a synthesis of the abiding values in two
conflusnt civilizations, a synthssis also of the hsritage of the past and
the hopss of the future, as a placo whera the most idealistic solution

is proven also to be the most practical one, and whors we are all students
in the art of living according to the finsr urgings of the human spirit,
in the conciousncss that this is {n harmony with whatever Reality lics at
the hzart of our Universe.




( The following artiele avveared in the January
1931 issue 6f the EDUCATIONAL REVIE™ published
in Shanghai, China,)

CURRENT RELIGIQUS ISSUES AS FACED

o

AT YBNCHING UNIVERSITY

President J, Leighton Stuart, D.D., Litte. D,

After reading the October number of the EDUCATIONAL REVIEW it
seems almost superflums to add anything more to what has been so courageously
and convincingly expressed in those discussions as to the functions and the
future of Christian colleges in China in view of recent tendencies. The fact
that these articles were written almost entirely by Chinese heads of these
institutions augurs hopefully for the vigorous maintenance of their Christian
purpose. The present writer is in such entire accord with this general point
of view in its application to Yenching University that whatever may appear
below should be taken as merely suoplementing those conclusions by considering
the problem from a somewhat different approach. The only excuse for treating
the affairs of this one institution at such length is because it is thought of
as a concrete example of general principles.

Yenching University, like its sister colleges, is the outgrowth of
one or more earlier schools founded when conditions were much less complex.
Bach was almost entirely within a single demominational framework, drew its
small enrollment chieflv from nearby middle schools of the same svstem, trained
them largelv for Christian work or related activities. was staffsad orincipally
by missionariss, was free from govertmsnt control and from comparison with
secular schools in the simple academic standards then thought desirable. But
in the twelve vears.of its history as rsorganided it has grown “rom an enroll-
ment of less than one hundred to over eight hurdred studsnts, nearlv one hundred
of whom ars in graduate work, from a faculfy o” a dozen or mors forsigners and a
few Chinssa emploveas to wzll over one hundred of whom almost all +he adminis-
trative officars and more than two.thirds of th» teachers of instructor's rank
and above are Shinese. The growth has taken place during tumultuous vears of
political social and intellectual revolution with their inevitable effact on
student and popular thinking. Shuderts come to us from a2l ororineas and ovar-
seas, and an increasing number from non Christian secondarv schools Even the
mission middle schools can no longer have the intensivelv religious atmosphere
of other vsars. Covarnmsant rogistration and other mors suhtla forecas have
sweot ths Universitv out of the placid ssclusion of a somewhat s21f-contained
foraign propagandist societv into the swirline currents of Chinase national
1ife. The disintegration or arrssted growth of much organized evangelistic
activity, the radical theorias hoshils o all relizion so pravalant among the
intallipentsia. the indiffersnce to anv asvect of sosculative truth, weakening
of nationalistic idealism. ahsorntion with one's own carrar or with modsrn
forms 0° amusamant tha- now charasterigs s-udent 1ifs. are among +tha factors
“ha* ha~a nroduced for us an environmant unbalisvably different from that in
which Yenching first fornd itself. If this environmant ha conceived so as to
include that contact with +hs world a* large made possibla bv all nasw forms of
human intercourss the play of o*he~ influsnces vo“ent and nenetrating can be
vividly sansed. Mors than all of these consecuences for raligious 1life is the
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steady increase of Chinese on the faculty and in the whole constituency of the
University and the impossibility of their continuing as a group to feel a primary
responsibility - as did their missionary predecessors - to the cause of institu-
tional Christianity as it has heen projected into China through its western
agencies

What has happened therefore is the evolution of a college founded as
a contributary unit in a foreign missionary movement, which by those very terms
must be transient and exotic, into one with an established place in Chinese life
and under Chinese law and with all the qualities of a recognized institution of
higher learning. Having accegied such a status for itself can it hope to maintain
in any vital and dynamic sense its Christian character, and be a useful asset to
the Christian cause? And is there any inconsistency in such a program either with
the evangelistic purpose that underlay its founding or with its role as a broadly
conceived intellectually untrammeled modern university? ;

And finally, are there votentialities of truly Chris~ian service and
of spiritual achievement in such an undertaking which would not exist if it had
adhered more strictly to the formal church and mission relationships of an edrlier
period?

Such quastionings provoke yet more searching ones as to what ars the
present objectives and the more obvious failures of the Christian Movement ih
China. After more than one hundred years of devoted effort, and especially in
view of +he disturbing occurrences of the last few years, it will perhaps be
generally agreed that there is slight reason to look forward any longer to the
Christianization of the country in any comprehensive sense merely by continuing
indefinitely the earlier missionary methods and depending on the growth of
ecclesiastical organizations patterned after their western origins. This is due
not so much to the racial, political, financial, creedal or institutional causas
that lie on the surface and are usually urged, as to the failure as yet to
commend the Christian Way of Life to thoughtful and public spirited chinese as
actually producing personalities of finer quality than others of their race or
than these individuals would otherwise have been, and as having proven that it
has both the power and the purpose to reform the existing social order. 1In other
words, the Chinese people in prese~t world conditlons elready have or étan readily
secure information about the historical facts and religious claims of Christianity.
Such recent phenomena as the efficiency of economic boycotts, the spread of
Kuomintang principles, the mastery of the technique of communist propagandae, are
evidence of their capacity for passionately unselfish enthusiasm and for the
fruitful advocacy of such ideals throughout the nation. The primary function of
all Christian activities at this stage would therefore apoear to be to demonstrate
that the Way we follow creates personalities and group relationships that possess
ethical beauty and social value. No people is better prepared by its cultural
heritage to evaluate such achievement. None is at present in greater need. Among
this pragmatic people Christianity is now on trial as to its ability to produce
those fruits in human behevior which have not only been their own predominant
interest but are also the triumphant assertion on almost every page of the New
Testament. Convinced of its value they can be trusted to formulate it as truth,

. and to organize it into forms instinct with living expression.

In so far, therefpre, as Yenching University can commend itself to its
own students and to the public by the strictness and sincerity of its academic
standards: by the idealism which underlies such acid tests as teachers' salaries
and all other financial issuss: by its attitude to the political, economiec and
social problems of the country: bv the easy harmony between Chinese and Western
faculty members. teachers and students. men and women. when these always delicate
relations are subject to abnormally acute tension: by the blend of oatient train-
ing in self government encouraged in the student body with firm but friendly
administrative control; by the discipline and the deliberate attempt to apply the
prineiples and snirit of Jesus to literally every aspect of our communal welfare;
by theresultant in a certain quality of life which will be described as Ghristian
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because no other term appli?s--then..to that. extent anaﬁiﬁg is bearing witness as
an institution to the meaning and value of Christian faith. It is a really scienti-
fic experiment as to whether such faith can servive among modern intellectuals and
in an increasingly Chinese setting. It is a challenging adventure in soiritual
idealism that depends on nothing but the energies born of convietion and experience
in the group of those who are actively Christien end in the God they trust.

In such ‘a program there umndoubtedly is soerious Ioss. In the days of
required roligious. instruction and-smaller enrollments there was an opportunity for
persistont personal influence and for mags ‘stimulat ion which have helped to supply
to the church and the nation many & noble exponent of Chinese discipleship. But on
the other hand such results were gained more than is generally recognized by an
administrative authority due to treatv rights and financial resources or to master-
ful and singleminded missionaries working upon docile plastie youth, both of which
factors are 'deereasingly to be counted on. REven so, the atmosphere was that of a
hot-house. If any large proportion of those who sincersly accepted Christ in
mission schools had retained their faith as they have annually streamed forth into
the blighting climate of the world outside thero would be much less. of a problem
now for Christian missions in China. A college environment less, at yariance with
the conditions prevailing in the community in which it oxists may be biologically
a better nursery for the smaller proportion of professedly Christian students. 1In
any case the transition must sooner or later be made, and it might well begin-while
a controlling majority of the faculty both western and Chinese are missionary in
spirit. :

Whether or not such a university can continue to be vitally Christian
is no* primarily a matter of its origin or any governing.board either in the West
of China, still less of financial authority. To no very large extent can it depend
upon professional religious workers whather on the staff or as occasional visitors.
Two elemsnts would seem to be chiefly determinative.

1. The Christian character of the Chinese officers and teachers.

It is a great satisfaction to have, as we now do at Yenching, all of the former and
the large majority of the others avowedly Christian. and to have conf'idence in the
exemplary behavior of all these as well of the remaining minority. It can also be
claimed that they are all in essential harmony with the purpose of the institution.
Tt is reassuring to know that especially subjects so crucial to the intellectual
acceptance of Christian faith or to its application to human need as the natural
and social sciences are being taught so largely by Chinese with this philosophy of
1ife. But that which must 8till be domonstrated or discovered is the Chinese
educator's equivalent in terms of racial genius and the temper of modern students
everywhere for what is meant by missionary or evangelistic zeal. Absorption in
professional duties, a reaction against methods felt to have been overworked in the -
past, reluctance to seem officious in what this people have always regarded as each
men's private affair, and the lack alike of any compelling sonso of duty and of an
adequate technique, are among the oxplanations. But to the present writer this
would aopear to be the most important single issue from the.s*andpoint of adminis-
trative policy.

2, Student initiated Christian activity. The potentialities of
student movements have been‘amply illustrated in many forms during the past decadns.
Thers has also been formed a group consciousness which will perhaps make any efforts
of slight avail which are not at least supported by students. There is at present
as much but probably no more religious indifferentism in any one of our China
colleges as on any typical Amsriean campus. On the other hand, there is vastly
more concern ovar national and social disorders and an eager quest for thair correc-
tion Onece a sufficient number of them became intensely convinced of the value
from this standpoint of Christian belief we may confidently look for movements
reminding us in their lofty enthusiasm and practical effectiveness of earlier
patriotic and other outbreaks. It was encouraging this autumn, when the student
section of the Yenta Christian Fellowship was starting its membership campaign and
had debated the advisability of postooning this in the face of a peculiarly vigorous
anti-Cheistian agitation led by a radical growp to have one hundred new students




respond to the appeal of their fellows, and thus advanee the average of previous
years.

The above discussion repr:sents an attsmpt to face in a realistic
way the implications for a Christian collere in China that unreservedly accepts
the requirements not so much of any particular government as of the general
situation. The alternative would be maintenance of a "church college" in the
thoroughgoing sense that was true of the original mission schools assuming that
the educational authorities will permit the existonce of such. Either course has
its special limitations and advantages, but a mediating policy is foredoomed. At
any rate, we at Yenching are engaged in ons type of experimentation which if it.
succeeds will have its own distinctive and essential contribution to a Christian
Movement that aims at permeating every phase of this nation's manifold life. There
is room for almost unlimited variety of such demonstrations of Christian faith in
action, both among the colleges and in all other forms of service, each enriching
the cause with its special function. What we should all aim to share is loyalty
to our common Lord, and the capacity to practise and to produce in others the sort
of 1ife He lived and died to reveal. We at Yenching, sobered by recent happenings
and poignantly conscious of the difficulties inherent in our special form of
endeavor, humbly hatyet very hopefully look forward to the results for which we
are striving because of the sternal verities upon which a1l really Christian work
rolies. What has therefore given much anxiety to all of us who seek to have our
Christian schools serve to the utmost our Master's cause becomes viewed in this
new light an enlarging opportunity of thrilling significahcel
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AMERICA AND CHINA TODAY.

Farsighted American stetesmen, as for instence William H, Seward, have long
ago pointed out what Theodore Roosevelt put in drematic language when he said that
as the civilization of ancient times bordered around the Mediterranean Sea, shift-
ing slowly further westward, end has in more modern times been gathered on the shores
of the Atlantic Ocean, still spreading from east to west, so in the years that lie
ahead it will be centred in the Pacific area, and that in this area the two deter=-
mining factors will be Americe on the east and China in what is for us the new and
ever nesrer west. Since its establishment the United States has developed only two
ma jor foreigm policies, the Monroe Doctrine relating to the American continents, and
the Open Door policy of John Hay who said that the statesmen who comprehended the
future of China would hold the key to world events for the next five hundred years.
In accord with this insight and from friendly goodwill the American Government has
frequently protested against threatened violations of the open door policy by other
nations, it has remitted in two instalments its share of the Boxer Indemnity funds
amounting to many millions of dollars to be used for educational and cultural pur-
poses in China; and in various other ways has given evidence of its determination
to aid and protect the Chinese people during the long struggle of their transition
toward a well-established modern state. Notably, when Japan took sdvantage of the
Great War to seize the important province of Shantung, our Government convened an
internationsl conference in 1922 primarily to restore to China this territory un-
justly captured, and in general to guarantee peace on the Pacific through mutual
agreements. This Nine Power Treaty, as it is called, pledged the signatory Powers
"to respect the sovereignty, the independence and the territorial and administrative
integrity of China", - including specifically Manchmria - and "to provide the fullest
and most unembarrassed opportunity to China to develop and maintain for herself an
effective and stable government."” It is because Japan has flagrantly violated this
treaty as well as the League of Nations Covenant and the Kellogg=Briand Peace Pact,
that the present administration hes reaffirmed the declared policy of the proceeding
one not to recognize any change in Manchuria brought about by the use of armed force
and in contrawention of sacred treaties.

But American goodwill for China has been expressed in countless ways other than
the policy of our Government. Religious and philanthropic activities have in a wide
variety of forms been conducted in virtually every part of that vast country.
Especially appreciated by the Chinese people, because of their obviously practical
value, are the famine or flood relief contributions, the help in agricultural im-
provement, and the medical and educational institutions. Yenching University with
which T am commected is a typical instance. There is a romance in the very word
Yenching which was the mame of Peking some 3000 years ago, and in its location in
what was once the summer garden of a Manchu Prince, at the base of the Western Hills
on the slopes of which cluster so many of the temples and palaces of China's splendid
past. Our buildings have kept the exterior of these slowly decaying temples and
palaces around us, with their gracefully curving roofs and their gorgeous coloring,
but are constructed throughout of reinforced concrete and equipped with modern heating,
lighting and other installations. They are thus symbolic of our education which aims
to preserve all that has abiding value in China's greet cultural heritage while blending
with this the best of our own modern achievement and spiritual idealism. China's one
grest need is a new type of leadership with devotion to the public welfare and tech-
nical training. With four thousand years of continuous history, vast natural resources,
e virile industrious, peace-loving population of probably not less than 450 millions,
and possessing a homogeneous culture, the potentialities of that country thrill the
imagination. China's weaknesses on the other hand consist of a social tradition which
had not produced a national consciousness nor the political organization necessary in
a modern democratic state; the lack of economic development and of proficiency in the

deadly scientific equipment of modern warfare. Putting this more constructively, there
must be a transfer from the ancient and admirable loyalties to the family or clan, or
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local group to such new loyalties as the institution, the nation, the cause. She
needs the application of Science and of modern methods to egriculture, to manufacturing,
to social, political and commercial reform. She needs that conception of true
greatness which is measured by capacity for ministering to others rather than for
being ministered unto, and of responsibility, cooperative effort and Joy in faith-
ful performance of a trust whioch present-day relationships require. China needs
improved communications and is planning to skip over the period of railway con-
struction and except for a few trunk lines develop a nation-wide system of auto-
motive transportation. This plan for motorizing transportation illustrates ways
in which China may be able to start off with many of the newest inventions and im-
provements and thus actually be in advance of other countries. Her education also
can well profit by the latest results of eerriments‘tesﬁeQ which have previously
beenyBut elsewnere. 1n all these and other phases of national rebuilding under
the right sort of leadership Americe has a superlative opportunity for what President
Wilson described "as friendly helpfulness to other peoples." 'Through timely essis-
tance now in educational, medical, industrial and similar aspects of progressive
effort, we can at relatively slight cost to ourselves assist in guiding and in
speelting up this process.

More specifically this is the only peaceful and constructive solution to the
Manchuria problem. There would seem to be not more than three possible sources
from which such a solution can arise.

(1) One of these would be through some form of international conciliation
or coercion in relation to Japan. The League of Nations has indeed registered a
new era in that after much timid vacillation it finally adopted The Report of its
own Cormission under Lord Lytton and thus made articulate the moral judgment of
mankind against Japan’s armed aggression into Chinese territory end the twof'old
grounds of self-=-defense and self-determination. If the League had possessed the
vision and the courage to do in the first weeks after the Mgukden attack what it
did last February, I am thoroughly convinced that most of the havoc and destruction
wrought by her military leaders could have been averted., But it seems unlikely
that The League or any other international group will make further efforts to com-
pel the Jepanese armies to withdraw to their treaty positions now that moral pro-
nouncements have failed to influence the policy of that Government.

(2) A second source is from within Japan. Public opinion in Japan has
apparently now crystallized into a support of the dominant military faction with
something of the fremzy of war psychology. The military party are so completely
in control thaet a change of policy because of political revolution would seem ex-
tremely improbable, Nor is a change of policy from economic collapse probable in
the immediate future. The economic aspect of this issue turns perhaps upon the
ability of the military leaders to convince the business men of Japan that Manchuria
is going to prove a productive asset before the mounting costs become so intolerable
that they protest against this mad military adventure as many of them are already
beginning to do. Certainly the military leaders are as yet & long way from their
objective for I can testify that Manchuria is far more disorderly now than it ever
was under any Chinese regime.

(3¥ The only other possible solution would seem to be from within China
herself by such internal reforms as have been suggested. If at the same time her
people can become convinced that there really is a new and nobler international
order, emerging however slowly, based on Reason and Right and really renouncing War
as an instrument of national policy she and the rest of the world will be spared the
menace of China unified and militarized, an additional unit comprising over one-
Pifth of mankind determined to recover by scientific engines of destruction what has
been taken away from her by the same methods of predatory force. By perfecting
peaceful agencies for international decisions in disputes between nations and for
making such decisions effective we can help toward the avoidance by China of an
excessively nationalistic, militaristic development.

Meanwhile, there are many evidences of progress within China. There is a growing
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national self-consciousness and an intelligent interest in public affairs. An
Anti-Civil-War League has been organized under the leadership of an influential
group. Despite economic distress, communist disorders, Japanese attacks and the
worst flood in all human history, the brilliant young Minister of Finance, Mr. T.
V. Soong, managed last year to balance the national budget. There are many other
less spectacular reform movements which encourage those of us who live in China to
feel buoyantly hopeful about the future of that country.

By expressions of sympathy with China in the present conflict against which she
is powerless because she lacks modern military equipment, by indications of confid-
ence in the Chinese people to achieve orderly government and steady progress in
whatever concerns their national welfare, and by active efforts to assist in this as
opportunity offers, we americans can strengthen the friendly feeling Chinese almost
without exception feel toward our country and bind the two nations together in an
alliance rosting not so much upon official treaties as the sharing of common ideals
and aims and intercourse to mutual advantage. This is the surest guarantee to peace
and economic prosperity in the Pacific area, and therefore to a large extent in all
international relations in the next few decades.




Appendix D

STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT J, LEIGHTON STUART

April 19, 1933

I hope that what I say will be supported by my colleague from West
China, President Dsang. For the first time in the past decads, during which we
have been discuesing this question of correlation, I feel really encouraged. It
hea seemed to0 me from the beginning that if there was going to be any beginning,
initiative and insistence must come from this growp, i.e., those who control
the institutions in the West. The actions taken at this meeting indicate that
there ie great hope from that source. Frankly, it seems to me that to work out
enything like an ideal scheme which is truly camprehensive and avoids needless
duplication, we can go & great deal further than we have gone thus far. But '
there is clear evidence of the determination to go in the right direction;
therefore we can all be thoroughly encouraged and cooperative.

From the standpoint of my own institution we have taken the position
from the begimning that Yenching was ready for eny adjustments in its own program
that would be for the good of the whole cause of Christian higher education in
China.

Speaking, however, of ideals and imposeibilities, may I carry the
problem still further afield and bring in a phase of the problem which may seem
at firet glance out of the range of this conference. That depends on what the
real purpose of this body is. Are we simply trying to bring together & little
more closely, a little more effectively, a group of institutions that happen to
exist already, or are we thinking of the real purpose of Christian education in
China and aiming to accomplish that as best we can? Is it simply & matter of
cortain mechaniems end adjustments end of & more efficiently interrelated or-
genization, or is it something more then that? Value is adaptation t0 & pur-
pose. The value of our Christian education in China lies in its adaptation to
its purpose. What is that purpose? Is it not to furnish to China that type of
young men end wemen who will count most in the life of that country because of the
Christien influence without which they cannot be what they otherwise would bef?
There cannot be any real comtridbution to China from us that ig not thoroughly
Christien. Nor can we eccomplish our Christien purpose effectively in any really
worthwhile sense unless it is of definite and obvious benefit to China. From
thet standpoint, as well as from my own more narrowly edministrative stendpoint
in connaction with Yenching, the middle echool situation in Chine cannot be de-

tached from this question of higher educatiom,

Christian education in Chine is missing & superlative opportunity
for service alike to the Church eand to the Nation by not placing & relatively
much larger emphasis on middle schools rather than on colleges or universities.
The weakening of religious effectiveness in schools is due not to new government
restrictions, anti-Christian movements, reduction of missionary finances, or any
other causes out of our control, so much as to policies which are largely within
our powsr to rectify.

It may help the argument if we allow ourselves to recomstruct in
fancy the situation as we should want it to be. There would be scattered over
the country at strateglc centree middle schools fewer in number and perhaps often
emaller in enrollment but aleo much better in quality than is at present the case.




Appendix D
Assoclated Boards 2= April 19, 1933

Most of these would presumably be on & umion basis, and there would no longer
be the melancholy spectacle of mediocre denominational schools campeting with
or at least duplicating one enother in the same city. Eech school would be
sufficiently subsidized to have enough really good teachers and equipment to
do excellent academic work, to provide for the physical, gocial and spiritual
welfare of the students, to maintain a restricted enrollment, and thus to de-
velop & well-integrated human product such a8 could scarcely be expected under
conditions obteining now in many of our schools. Chinese executives and teachers
would be encouraged to see in such schools a field for service that would impel
the finest personalities deliberately to choose to work in them irn preference
to the colleges. As it is now we by every test of gelection, selary, prestige,
support the generally accepted opinions that the most capable persons should be
in university positions and only those of inferior atteinments should be ex-
pacted to stay in secondery educationm. There would te a wide variety of voca~
tional or pre-vocatiomal courses on the ground that many students need not at-
tempt to go on to college. These academies would attract the attention and ir-
creasingly win the confidence of that large number of parents all over China
who are anxiously eeeking for schoole t0 which they can safely entrust their
gone and daughters. The Christian name would more and more be the brand of the
scholastic end moral excellence and therefore to this pragmatic people the
equivalent of essential truth about 1life, and Religion practised in ways that
conflict with no goverrnment rules but are eternally effertive would meke ite
rightful impress. The teachers would advise each studernt to go to that one of
the very few Christian universities which seomed to meet best his special need,
and would have the time and knowledge to write about him to the authorities as
well as to0 keep in cometant touch with him, This small nurber of universities
could be sufficiently diversified to offer vocational or professional courses
with no needless duplication, and with a large proportion of their students

from dynamically Christian academies this bloc of studente would form the moral
standarde and maintain the religious life as in present-day China cannot be
achieved except under student initiative and with their intelligent, sepontaneous
support whatever the sdministrative eontrol or faculty personnel.

Thie idealized reconstruction is based on certain essumptions.
That character is formed, life purposes given direction, religious beliefs de-
termined, moral and spiritusl attitudes developed, in the period of secondary
education, end that very few studente in any land decide to become Christians
after entering college. That the great educatimal need of China is primary and
secondary schools, and that therefore the Christian movement will render a more
timely and helpful service to the country by strengthening these and setting
stendards of how they should be conducted than by repeating the mistakes of
government and private education in attempting more universities than resources
permit or the demand warrants. That funds for educational miseionary work will
not be increased -- certainly not in proportion to ite mounting costs -~ but
that even present resources can be used to much better advantage and by that
process prepare far winning new sources of support both in China and ebroad.
That the reasons for continuing denominational or local colleges are at best
very slight, that students readily go from any part of the country to any other
at small expense, that the heavy overhead and required or basic instructional
costs in every college can be eliminated by concentration at a few centres, thue
freeing funds for improving the quality of secondary schools, for scholarships
for the large number of deserving but impecimious students, and for other ob-
vicusly useful purposes. That the hope of conducting & campaign in America or
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elsewhere for the collegee on sqme euch correlated basis as has been proposed
is wholly fatuous, and would tend to aggravate the existing maladjustment if
guccessful, but that a more rational program might be expected t0 commend
1tself to prospective dmors. That salaries and treatment of officers and
teachers in middle schools would be 80 regulated as to meke possible the em-
ployment of those most gulitable.

A reorganization of Christian education that resduced some univer-
sities to academies or preparatory and professional schools and that discon-
tinued or combined some middle schools that others might be improved would
nave objections. It would derange ecclesiastical and other adminisetrative
mechinery. It would displace foraign teachers who would not use Chinese ac-
ceptadbly for middle school instruotion, or would for other reasons ve crowded
out. It would cease to give employment t o Chinese who depend upon the larger
salaries and greater prestige of wmivereity positions, or would not be suited
for middle school work., College teaching will always be more congenial and 1is
usually more remunerative so that the changee advocated in this paper would
involve much personal hardship. There would be protests from alumi and per-
haps from some supporting costituencies. :

It only romains to suggest some of the benefite. There would be
freeh and convincing evidence that Christians can cooperate, in spite of per-
gonal or group interests, For the greater good of their common ceuse end of
thies nation. Smaller enrollments in secondary schoole freed from the harassing
dependence on atudent fees and staffed with enough aelected teachers would
meke possible & personalized attention to individual students such a8 obtained
in the earlier missionary schools with resulte still bearing fruit. The uni-
versities would feel the effects in the coloring of their student bodies with
more eactively Christian or at leagt somewhat christienized gtudents. This
might even reach the extent of such students giving a digtinctive tone to the
whole body so that those in secondary schools would seek admigsion not because
of physical equipment or scholastic reputation so much as because of the
Christian etandards maintained by the atudents themselves. Others who obJjected
to such standards would stay away despite the lures of meterial camfort or of
academic excellence. Then and only then would the wmiversities be truly and
vitally Christian by any process that cen survive in the China of the future.
There would be econamic rellef not only for the school adminietrators but for
many & poor student through scholarship funds oreated out of money releaged by
such camprehensive planning and by further contributions golicited for 80
worthy a cause. The reductios in staff personnel would result in the retention
of the choicest. The noblast gpirits could be expected to respond to the chal-
lenge of secondary education as a supremely useful opening for service. 01d
friends sbroad and new ones both there and in China would rally to the financial
support of an educational progrem the value of which they could appreciate. The
abiding motives and values of the earlier missionary schools would thus be pre-
gerved in patterns adepted %o modern needs and in a system that could become
increasingly Chinese and no less effectively Christian.

(llote:—Acknowledgment 1s made of the use in the above of material
published in the April, 1932 issue of the Educational Review under the title
"l1egion Policy and Middle Schools" - k)




SLANFU, DEC. 15th, 1936.

Mmet happened in Sianfu on December 12th? lost of China and the reat of

the world have to depend on outside reports. These describe the rising of
Varshal Cheang Heuehe-lisang and his troope as an isolated act of violence, &
plece of political adventurism, devold of any maes bsasls and spupport. Nothin,
could be further from the truth,

Here is the first full account to come out from Sian to the world. Amd it
presents a picture so completely different from the "official" Nanking vere
sion that it deserves the closest attention from all parties in all countries.
ihatever the issue of Sian, the facts must be known before any Judgment can

be made of rights or wrongs, of opportunism or necessity. llere are the

factes, for the first time made publlic.

Lveryone knows that there has been a great patriotic, antli-Japane se 1o vement

in China during the last year. Lveryone has hesrd by now of the demandeg that
had been made in certain quarters for a poligy of active resistance to Japan.
Ath these demands went to call for a populmr front, a People's Defenge Govern-
ment to meet & national crisis. What is not known, to the majority of the
thinese themselves, ig the attitude of the Chinese Tentral Government ae
represented by the Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, to these demand g, Without
this knowledge, the rising in Slan, and the detention of Chiang Lal-gek by
hig subordinate officer, can never begin to be understood.

For the last year open, popular movementis advoeating resistance to foreign
aggression and criticizing the policy of the Nanking government have been
steadily repressed. OJtudents, professors, writers and welle=known professional
men who led these movements have been arrested and imprisoned, often without
trial. There is overwhelming evidence to show that the domestic record of

the Nanking Government in regard to popular patriotic organisation has been
one of suppreasion.

Hut the government always claimed that such movementis as the se embarragsed the
procens of "unification of the country", that wag going forward, under the
leadership of General Chiang Kaie-shek, in preparation for ultimate resistance.
and with the published reports of the negotiations with the Japanese government
at Nanking, hopes were raised in China that the end of the “poligy of surrend-
er’ was in sight., Japanese mercenaries invading Chinese territory were met
with a stout local resistance, and Central Governuent troups were known to

nave been sent to reinforce General Fu Teo-yi in Suiyuan.

A wave of popular support for the lNational Goverrment swepl China. It was
this new sensation of national consciousness, of concerted action and regigie
snce to a hated enemy, that made it possible for the Chimese people to accept
calmly the arrest of eix prominent ‘hangheal citizeng whose only crime was that
they were leaders of the National Salvation Association, and in the vanguard
of the patriotic front that the Government claimed to be leading. And it was
while the majority of Chinese were still in this mood of patriotic exaltation
thaet the news from Sianfu broke like a thunderbolt.

It is not surprising that Marshal Chang Hsueh-liang has been denounced in
Wanking as a public enemy. Just at the time when the Generalissimo was at
last putting into action his long-delayed plans for resistance, he was at-
tocked snd detained, and the Central Uovernment defied, by a disgruntled
subordiinate. This is the story that has been given to the Chinese nation,
and to the world; and it is a story = in the absence of reliable news from
sian - that has been believed.
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Against this background of the mass-delusion of a nation, the true story
of the evente in fhensi emerges with startling distinctness. Gianfu is
temporarily isolated; Chang Hsueh-liang's demand s, the reasons he gives for
his precipitate action, are heard in China only through the mouthpiece of

a Nanking news agency. If impartial comment is impossivle under these cire
cumstances, at least hig case should be heard by the outside world.

Here 18 a plain account of the facta:

The Tungpei, or "Fortheastern" irmy, commanded by karshal Chang, has long
been & eentral focus of anti-Japanese sentiment, Dispossessed of their
lanchurian homeland, exileg in the Northwest of China, the Tungpei troops
and officers, with their general as spokesman, have repeatedly uvrged on
Yenking a policy of national resistance. Detalled for the suppression of the
Chinese iled Armies in the northwest, they began some months agoe to protest
against the continuance of civil war at a time when Japanese aggression was
taking one ever more naked and ruthless forms, Marshal Chang made two gpew=
cial trips to Nanking, asking for orders to move his men to the Japane se
front. They were tired of civil war, of a war against Chinese, and they
Joined their volce with that of the patriotic students, of the National Sale
vation Association, and of the Chinese "Red" armies, calling for a people's
front against Japanese imperlalism.

These demands found some support, even in Nankings but they met with only
one angwer from General Chiang Kai-ghek., China could not yet resist Japan,
and the chiefl enemy wasg Communi am.

Chang lisueh=-liang, whose loyalty to the generaglissimo had hitherto been comw
plete and unquestioned, found himself torn now between this and his own inse-
tinctive loyalty to his men. The announcement of the Fascist CGrand Alliance
between Cermany and Jagpan raised fresh doubts of the sincerity of the

Chinese Government. It was widely felt that Germany would not have committed

hergelf to an open agreement of this nature without private assurances of
gome kind with Chiang Kal-gheke. The Italian recoynition of "lanchukuo”
posed the same problem. C(erman and ltallan experts trained Nanking's army
and alr-force; all the signs pointed towards an Invincible prefererce for
Fagclan on the part of the leader of the Central Government.

Then came another wgve of Fascist aggression against the Chinese people, with
the invasion of OSuiyuany and later, the armed ocecupation of Tesingtao. 1In
Guiyuan, the government put & brave face on matters with the tardy despatch
of reinforcemenis. Dut the fact remained - and remains - that the three
divisions of General Chiang took no part in the {fighting, but occupied posi=-
tions to the rear and flank of Fu Tso=yi, in Suiyuan and thansi. Nankjng
planes had been ordered to fuiyuan, said the reports; but not & gingle
machine took part in offensive operationse. In late October, Narghal Chang
Heueh=liang went urgent telegrams to Chiang Kai-shek, urging once more a
policy of real resistance, and a united front with the Anti-Japancse Red
Army. He was vet with a flat refusal.

In the first week of HNovember Chiang Kaie-ghek visited lian, and the XYoung
Hareghal had hopes of persuading him to declare a new policy through personal
interviews. But Chisng made & point of insisting in & lecture in the mili-
tary school of Sianfu, that the Red Army was the real snemy, and the enemy
close at hand; the Japsnese were & much remoter menace.
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This lecture had an immed iate response in the open and outspoken criticism

of the studente-commanders. ‘he next day the attacks were continued in the

assembly, and larshal Chang, out of loyalty to the Generaliesimo, di smissed
three men from the schools., But at Loyang Chiang repeated the same remarks
in a lecture in the military academy, and seemed determined to make no con-
cessione to the general mood of resistance aroused.

General Chiang's departure from the northwest was the signal for a new outs=
burst of activity on the part of the locsl Rlue Shirts in the district. And
at this time Narshal Chang made another long and urgent appeal by letter.

He reminded General Chiang that he had promised at the last duomintang Con=-
gress that if the Japanese took one more inch of Chinese territory, he would
fight. Chieng had sent three divisions to fuiyunan, but they were not fighte
ing_;, °

"I and all my officers, men and officials, have obeyed you faithfully for
years," wrote the Young Marshal, "believing you would guide us against the
Japanese. You have not done so. lowever, the time ig not too late. ie
now demand that you give us the right and opportunity to drive out the
Japenese and return to ow homelard « Ln any gage, [l nust tell you that

I cannot gontrol wmy army mugh longer."

In reply to thisg ultimatum, General Chiang ol Chang Hesueh-liang to meet

him in Loyang. hen asked why he had gsent stron,. forces to Ghansi,
Chisng angwered that he had mad thls proposal to Yen lgi-sghan, governor of
the provincey that that the latier had objecied. That Yen had raised obe-
Jections was true enough; but Chiang's authority over-ruled Yen's, and the
same object ions had not been made when 100,000 government troops had been
sent to ohansi a year before to oppose the march of the Red Armiese. The
only real outcome of this interview was that Chiang agreed to come to Sian
and meet the Tungpei commanders in persolk.

5
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So it was that the fateful visit was arrgnged.

Behind the scenes at Sianfu other events of some ilmportance huad been taking
place. The Blue Shirts, under the leadership of Chiang Kalieghek's nephew,
Chiang leiao-heien, had established sacret centres, with wireless comnuni ca=
tiong, throughout the northwest. Terrorist groups called "Special Action
Corps," were organised, and from Oetober, as the anti-Japanese movement grew
apace, these groups began kidnapping students and workers. Harly in Qctober
they seized three student delegates from Yorth China who were staying in a
hotel in oianfu, and held them in the Kuomintang headquarters. shen the case
wes reported to him, Harshal Chang telephoned to the rkuomintang office to
make inquiries, but was told that nothing was known of the whereabouls oi

the students.

That night the Young Marshal acgted swiftly., He closed all the city gates and
surrounded the Luomintang hesdquarters with his troops. 0Un a refusal t open
from the occupants, the doore were broken down and the stulents discovered
ingide, imprisoned. 7The Blue Shirts were deported from Sian, and Chang

wired to the Ceneralissimo protesting against the incident.

ind at this stage, a dramatic diversion occurred when news came of & renewal
of the campaign against the leds. General lu Chung-nan, with three of the
best trained and best-equipped of Chiang's divisions, had begun to advance
into Red Army territory. Tor monthes a general truce had existed between

the Tungpei Army and the Reds, and apprehensive at the continusnce of this
matua) dislike of e¢ivil war, the Generalissimo had ordered sonme of his most
trusted troops into the field.
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jeneral llu asdvanced steadlily for somne eighty 1i into the Red area, and fell
into the same trap as mAny & CONMaNAer before him in the Liangsi campal sns.
on November 18th, and again on November 21st, he was completely defeated by
gurprise attacks, and two brigades of his crack first division were sul=-
rounded and captured with their full equipment. The govermaenli iorces beat
s hasty retreat, and the new anti=ned drive had made a somewnal inauspicious

beginninge.

Mo doubt these events convineed Chiang ‘al=-ghek of the sericusness of the
situation. On December 7th, he came to aianfu to consult the commanders of
the Tungpei army, and the commanders of Cmneral Yang Huecheng, who had Just
been in gonference and had voted for the right to fight against the Japanese
at once.

Ghiang himgelf, with hig secretary Ghen Ta=-chen, Nis nephew, GChiang lLsiso=
heien, and & NE&vy per sonal bodyguard, took up thelr guarters in the special
hotel=temple at Tintung, some twelve miles from Gian, nort. weest of the citye.
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in imposing retinue of generals put up at the Gian Guest House in sien. Here
there we sl1go Genersl uva Chan-shan, famous for his activities in the north,
and Yu Hsuehe-chung, &ar antieJapanese commander who had been transferred from
Tientein to Hansu by Gnlang Kai-gshek, on the demarn of the Jupanespe. There
jere the mly &uj rters of Chan: Hgueh=liang in the guesti-house.

The Tungpel and Yang Huw~cheng commanders had expected & general conference,
in vwich they might discuss the Japanese situation with Chisng's staff; but
the Generaliseimo insisted on geeing then only one at a time, keeping the
others iting outside. ‘ven these tactics could not degtroy the unity of
their demand sy, which may be well gunmed up in the wrld ol one represenietives

"Your word we must obey, Gener aliseimo, and we have done 80 up to today. But
we refuse to fight our own people any longer. we wish to return to our native

homeland  which calls us and needs us.® To one and all Chisng hai-shek replie
ed: "You have only one duby before you = to destroy the Redsg."

The interviews were nolt & guccess.

nxisting tension was inereased by the events of the next day, December 9th,

in oian. This was the annivergary of the new student moveuent that began last
year, in resiastance to the Japanse se go=called in Autonomous mo vement in the
north, ihousands of stulents mareched through the streets of Sian in silent
massed formation, with slogans demand ing that armies be gent to the defense

of Suiyuan and Shantung.

neneral Chisng ordered Hsiao li-tze, civil governor of chengi and controller
of the police forge, to break up the demonstration, and not allow the students
to march out to Lintung to his recidence., ANG 80y as the procession mar ch ed
voward s Jintung, the police fired, seriously wonnding two schoolboys of twelve
hi ars of age. The incident ot once brought larshal Chang &ic
Lintung in angry protests

nother immediate lssue was the question of the seven National Salvation A8s0-
clation leaders, six of whom were being held in prison in Shangheai. Chang
Hgueh-lieng and the 5ian people demanded their release, in common with other
student d emonstrations all over the country. Chisng refused pointblank %0
congider thelir release; and stated finally, in the most definite terms, trat
he was entirely opposed to & People's Front. Here was anolher 1mpasse.
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By December llth a very serious and critical situation had developed in
“ian. The ckisle was precipitated by further activities on the part of the
nlue shirts, who had been secretly armed, and were preparing for a violent
goups Chiang Fai=-shek was known to have approved & blacklist for immediate
arrest, and counter-measures of some sort were bound to be provoked.

On the night of the llth there was held a conference of all the commanders
of the Tungpei army, and of Yang Hu-cheng. The decision taken then was on-
ly an anticipation of action their men would have taken perhuaps, without
then.

The coup was swifly planned, and &g swiftly exccuted. L 6 aele next morne

ing, lecember 12th, Chiang Sai-ghek's hesdquarters at Lintung was gurrounded.
The firet man captured was General Chiang'e nephew, Chiang lalao=hslen, lead=
er of the Blue Shirt gendarmorie. When the soldiers learnt who he wag, they

stood him up and shot him dead on the spot.

Chiang Kei-shek escaped in his 1ight-ghirt, accompanied by one member of his
odysuard. But the guard wenl only a ghort distance, and on gecond thought
d baek and told the Tungpeli men where Cuisng was. The Generallssimo
g captured with his ehtire staff,

In Sianfu, the Jian Guest-house was occupied by Yang Huecheng 's troops, and
none of Chiang's men escaped. Halao li=-tze, who had ordered the firing on
the stwlents, was captured with most of his officials. The Bureaus of
Publie Safety under his control were all occupled and thelir chiefs taken
prigoner.

The Plue ‘“hirt centres were rapidly invested, and captured with their staffs
and many docguments. One of (hiang's aeroplenes, landing to investigate, was

captured inmediately, and added to the main squadron of CGovernment bombers
that had already changed hands.

At the seme time, similar action was taking place in Hansu. The Tungpel
troops attacked Hu Chung-nan, capturing an entire brigade outright in Lanchow.
Ath the Chinese aAntie-Japanese Red Army there was open fraternisation om the
part of the Tungpel troops. IHartial law was proclaimed in Sianfu for one

day only; &after which shops were opened and life¢ went on as before.

In sianfu a new administration was set up. Here are the eight points of the
new government, as outlined in the fir st proclamnation:

1. Reorganization of the Nanking Government to include all anti-Japunese ree
w“ . - + i ; 5 - g s
present atives from all parties, groups and orzsanizations throughout the
country.
s Ttop all civil war,
Immed inte releage of National Selvation Assoclation leaders in thanghai.

eleage of &ll political prisgoners throughout the whole countiry.

Remove &ll laws and restrictions upon the patriotic movement.

Protection of civil rights of the people ~ free sprech, press and assembly.
ik a

Mull political freedom.

I
L
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‘%, The immediate realization of the lést will and testament of Sun Yat-sen,
wich calls for an alliance between China and all countries that believe
in itg freedom and independence.

&e The immed izte convocation of & National falvation Congress.

With this proclamation appeared many other manifestoes guaranteeing all civil
rights to the people. llass demonstrations were held in the streets, with
thousand g of students, Wworkers soldiers and officers .atherin. in great meet-
ings., Jany children joined the parades.

The provimional government also issued a long projeet of the People's Antie
Japunege ational Salvation and for the establishment of a “eople's United
¥ront. Un december l4th, a United Chinese Anti-Japanese liilitary Affairs
Gouncil waes crganized, including all military leaders on a collective busis.
Marshal Chang Hsuen-lisng has sincerely demonstrated that he desires no
personal leadership or controli. In this Council, the antie=Japanese Red Airmy
will also be represented, and the intention is to draw into it all aruies

willing to fight the vJa snese.

far shad Chang has broadeast daily from Oianfu, outlining the new revolutionary
anti-Jdapancge program. On Becember 15th he gave the whole lon, story of his
efforts to induce Chiasng Hai-shek to fight the Japanese. These brokdcasgts,

if they could only reach the whole nation, would make c¢lear enough to all the
strugple that has been going on for at least & year between the two leaders.
The essential point is, of course, that Marshal Chang continually obeyed the
orders of the Ceneralissimo until he was threatened by the united action of
hig entire army. This ie the mass bagis of a movement that hasg been so widely
degcribed as the wanton action of & discontented individual,

Nanking seroplanes have flown in formation over &iean, coming almost down to

the roofetops. Bul the new administration has declared agsaingt civil war and
it will never fire the first shot againet a Chincse army.

General Chiany Aai-aghek and the other prisoners hive been treated with the
greatost csre and courtesy - a faet which has not been denlied even b, the
mogt hostile crities of Chang Hsueh-lisng. Arrangements are on foot for the
convoeation of & Fational Galvation Congress, to be held in fian. The res-
ponse of other leaders is now anxiously awaited. Heantime anti-aircraft guns
bristle from the city, and soldiers patrol the walls. DPeage or war rests
with Nenking. = the Northwest will not fire the first shot., Such is the si-
tuation down to the evening of lecember 15th,

This account of faets that have been deliberately suppressed by the enemies

of larashsl Cheng Hsueh~liang should throw some light on a situantion that has
bafiled the world, snd drawn the bitterest sccusations and ¢éondemnations from
all - even the mest unsuspected-guarters. DBDoth ILeft and Right have been only
to eager to judge in advence, and to condemn, & movement that has &n undeni-
able popular basis in the deepest agpirations of all classes. This hostile
attitude, especially on the part of those who must - 1f they are better inferm=
ed - gympathise with & popular moversnt thit can only be compared with similéar
movemente in Yestern countries for united front against Tageist ag.ressioh, is
inexplicable and utterly umj ustified,
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Geperal Chisng Jal-ghei - An Appreciation

This little sketch 18 in no sense authorized or official.
5till less is it written with propagandist purpose or from any
preconceived or partisan pointeofeview.  For all I know the dee~
seriptione appearing in print of General Chiang's manner of life
and hiﬁwgummary treatment of political enemies up to ten years
ogomey all be true. I1f s0, there is the greater cred it teo hiwm
because of the ¢hanges since then for the better. But from the
tive of his emergence into national importance in 1926«7 I have
followed his carcer with the interest of one who had becoume
intengely concerned over the fate of China and waes not unfimiliar
with the preveiling characteristice of the war-lords who for the
past two decades have been struggling among themselves for power
and pell regardless of democratic principles or the peopie's
rights. These men inherited the mandarin theory of public office
for personal gain with neither the imperial sanctions nor the old
scholarly tradition to reatkuin their rapacity and irresponsible
rule. Would the new Fuomintang leaders under the ideology of
Dre Sun's Theee Pripgipleg merely reproduce the agelony vices of
Chinese officialdom? That many of them have is comuon knowledge

and that many more heve exploited the situation more or less to

their own advantage is unpleasantly apparents Feng Yu-hslang

told me a few months after taking office &g uMinlater of var in
1927 that he intended to give the new regime a sufficient trial,
but before long he left in disgust and published a seathing
arrad gnment of the luxury, incompetence, nepotism and worse in a

volume of memoirs entitled Lu Nanking. 7Theme were - ii may be
sald in their defense - the inducements to selfish ambition or




greed from the ingrained habits of centuries and incessant prese
sure from followers and friends. 1t is against this background
that the character of Ceneral Chisng should be studied. MNuch of
the criticliem against him is doubtless because of what ig taken
for granted of one in his position. He intends to muke himself

& dictutor. He has ammesed a fortune which has been largely
trensformed into luerican securities for safe keeping. He has
maede & secret agreement with Japan or is at least too intent upon
hoelding power te risk this in resisting aggression from that
sources He hasg & hopelessly medisevel mind. These and other
assertions have been in constant circulation often with more
specific charges. U‘here has also been much genuine misgiving or
susplcion or simply lack of confidence. Nor is any of this
surprising. What is surprising is his steadily growing popularity.
That he has siayed continuously in one or both of the Bighest
active offices in the National Government could be accounted for
by political astuteness. But the esteem in which he is held is
primarily on moral grounds. This phenomenon is the more suggestive
because no other people have been trained ag have the Chinese to
look for ethieal gqualities in their rulers, nor perh@aps have any

developed & more sophisticated disillusionment in this reapect.

Hie fiftieth birthday, the end of last Uctober, was the oceasion

for a nation-wide and spontaneous celebration unprecedented in
ina's long history. lHven more convineing was the almost
universal snxiety during his detention in Jian gand the wild exue
berance of the relief and joy on the news of his relesse. It is
algso significant that the localities where he appears most fre-

quently or which are closest to hie various headquarters are the
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most loyal and that this is even more true of his former students
in the Whangpo Militaxy Academy and all those persons wiose duties
bring them into intimate and constant contact with him.

The explenation does not lie in the magnetic charm or gocial
graces of & winning personality. Zven with hies associates he is
taciturn, preoccupled with affairs, lacking in capacity for "amalle

talk". He haeg the innate affability and gourtesy of a Chinese

gentleman bul ig businesselike enough to satisfy e r lean reyuire-

ments and can vVe very curt or severcly frank on occasion. On the
whole the stoadily increasing popular reapect for }uxxnmat be
accounted for on other ground 8. conpurmate skill in dealing with
people of widely diverae Lypes, highly trainaﬂ intelligence,
capacity for quick and ghrewd declsion, forcefulness and COUragss
indefat igable energy, &re among the gualities that have made him
a great soldler and sagacious axecutive, and have given him &
natural preeminence in the counsels of his party. 2ut there is
something wore in the attitude of his people than respect for the
one holding his high offlce or per forming efficiently his functionse.
It would seem that eyniceal distrust and essily under stand sble
gkepticiem have been slowly dissipated by the recognition of his
genuinely patriotic purpose and unsverving devotion to the national
welfare. conversely, the ausp‘cion of his motives Or opposition
to his suthority or &ialike smounting often %o hatred which etill
ebound are due %o lack of conviction as to his patriotism and
nobllity of character. sxcept where such influences as Jjealousy
or personal grievances enter in it may therefore be reagonably
assumed that better understand ing will reduce the number of theae

detractors OF opponents.
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Assuming then that Ceneral Chiang is worthy of the esteenm
in vhich he is now held by 80 great a majority of his eountr ymen
and by many competent forelgn observers, what are the influences
which have molded his charagter? The earliest perhaps was the
political idealism of Dre. Sun Yatesen and the intimagy which
developed between him and this highly-gifted young disgiple.
His acceptance of his leader's revolutionary philosophy and the
demands 1t impowed seeis; Lo huve been genuine. 7o a mariked degree
he was helped by the seintly wother of his present wife who hag
herself been a potent feetor in hig broudesning outlook end deepeéne
ing morel euphasis ever gince their warriage. 'The slaggering
size and perplexity of hise tasik, with itg alwost inguperable
difficulties and their keleldoscopie variety, have perhaps ser ved
to no slight extent to awaken & sober consciousness of reapunsibility.
This may have been accentusted by the note of urgeney in & time of
national orisie. Zvery one who works for China's betterment has a
" heartening sense of the improvablenesgs in exlsting conditions, and
the response to his efforts must have given him & zest which grows
with enlarging experience.

General (hiang has been & Christian for some ten years, very

unobtrusively but iiving up to the prineiples and practise of this

i
faith as he learneinuxu clearly. Me knew not much sbout Chr istianity

at the cutset and yet in the midst of strenuous setivities and NAT 8 G
sing enxietics he heg fqund the time for and developed the habvit of
personal religious culture to the point where it has become a CONnge
cious source of guidanee, inspiration and moral strength. The
writer, as himself a Christian, cannot but believe that the

obaeervarice of the teaghings and dependence upon the spiritual
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resources of this faith doee have a transforming effect on

charscter, and since General Chiang himself in public statements

regard ing his Zian experience attributes much of his present

attitude and behavior to what he has learned from the teaching
and wxample of Jesus, it would seem gquite rational to recognise
the working in him of cause and effect.

It may be permissible to add a word in conclusion to the
effect that the writer's personal contsete with CGeneral Chiang
have led him through the same stages of opinion as the people of
the country have been described &s reaching, resulting in an
ungue ationing confidence in the transparent gincerity of his
patriotic purpose and in the eiern purity of hig personal life,
an admiretion tinged increasingly with affection, and a clear
conviaetion that China is extremely fortunate to have one with
his character and capaeity sctively leasding the nation in this

supremely critical period of its rebirth and rebuilding.




The Problem of China as I see it

==

By
John I. Stuart

University Assembly, Feb. 16, '37

I feel very reluctant to talk to you about the present out-

look in China, - you who understand it so much better than do

but my point of view is the bearing of conditions in China

I,
upon the policies of Yenching University, upon our inner 1life
‘here, our congeption of education. If education is concerned
with the development of the whole personaiity, if we want Yen-
ching really to be a place where students are trained for serv-
ing their country, for contributing to the national welfare,
then present conditions in China have a very nractical conse-
gquensce for our educational program and academic gtandards and
campus life. It 1is from that standpoint that I am always try
ing to learn something about what 1s happening in China. Thi
is a Christian university. What do we mean by that? One mean-
ing that we can all agree upon is that those who are Christians
are those who have made possible the building and maintenance
of this university and for that reason want our students to
serve their nation and especially their less fortunate fellow-
countrymen, in all sorts of Progressive and constructive deve-
lopments, that make for the welfare of the masses ol the people
of China. Many of us believe that Christian faith can glve a
measure of courage, faith, hope, and a high purpose and a stead-
fast determination that makes this kind of service more joyous
and efficient, and we try to provide every favoring influence

for your study of this faith; but we want all of our students




to have some philosophy of 1life, and if you gan while at Yen-
ching develop each for himself a philosophy of 1life that leads

you into the highest form of service for your fellow men, we

w I
are accomplishing our purpose., If we fai;//then we fail, what-

ever else we may succeed in doing, "It is from that standpoint
that I want to talk very simply, especially about the changed
outlook in China during 1937. I rather believe that history in
the future will speak of 1936 as a turning point in Chinese his-
tory. That there had been steady going downward in at least
internal polities and in fear of foreign aggression is true,

and in 1936 it began to go up. What was the change? The change
took place in the strengthening of the national consciousness

to the point of being able to make itself articulate, able to
express itself. Very apparent last spring the settlement of

the Heinan lssue wag a great triumph of public opinion that
there must not be ceivil war in China, because China has a great
foreign danger, and although the leaders on both sides deserve
great credit for patience and patriotism, with which they fin-
ally settled that issue, yet the new inTluence in the settle-
ment that was very powerful was the pressure of public opinion,
and that became more apparent in the celebration of Gen., Chiang's
50th birthday, a spontaneous outburst of popular celebration,
showing again the response of the people to the sort of leader-
gship for which they had been hoping. And even more in the Sian
affair and in the interest that the whole nation took, the an-
xiety and finally the joy in the release of Gen, Chiang again

indicate a new public consciousness, a concern over national
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issues. We might contrast that with the beginnings in 1919
when students alone took an active part in trying to serve the
country, the student outbreak that was the beginning which has
reached its full achievement in its widespread public iInterest
in national welfare. I have always had faith that China would
not be destroyed by any other country, but from now on it is
not so much a matter of faith as of faect already achieved.
This can be illustrated by the changing political philosophy
within Japan. Japanese poliey has been guided by a certain
political philosophy regarding China that China would always
be disorganized, aliways be controlled by selfish, greedy offi-
ocials struggling among themselves for power and wealth, That
the people simply wanted to be well governed and that Japan by
controlling the country could give hetter government, economic
prosperity, eta. Therefore the problem of the Japanese govern-

ment was to eliminate these corrupt and useless officials, and

they have been doing that for years by intrigue and intimida-

tion, buying with money and e s with military threats.
It has been very noticeable how the political philosophy of
Japan is changing. How they are beginning to realize that their
whole strategy is no longer practicable. They realize that now
China is really unified, and actively determined not to permit
any more foreign aggression, loss of territory, interference

with Chinese internal government.

Japan is not yet adjusted to this new situnation yet. And
I am perfeatly certain that a really unified China has nothing

to fear from Japan. The central government under Gen. Chiang's




leadership is determined to proteat North China. We can be
confTident that Gov. Han, Gen. Sung, and Gen. Yen Hsi-gshan and
Gen., Chiang are working together. Gen. Chlang has assured

Gen., Sung that any time he feels it necessary to resist mili-
tary aggression, Chiang will back him up with all the resources
of the national government, I think that means there will be
no military aggression in North China, If there 1s, there will
be resistance. In so far as we on this ceampus have been afraid
that the central gov't would allow North China to be invaded
because it felt itself too weak, that period seems to me %o
have passed., And if so, that has a practical bearing on what
are the forms in whiech our faculty and students can from now

on contribute to national progresse.

China is very fortunate in the present leadership and the
Chinese can be proud of the man who more than anyone stands out
as the national leader. Gen, Chiang compares very favorably
with any of the outstanding figures in the world today. He has

developed a great deal in his own character, whatever he may

have been or done in the past. Gen., Chiang of today and of the

future, is a man to be proud of and to support and helo influ-
ence toward the high ideals to which he is coming to make his
aims in life. A few concrete instances. It would have been
very easy for him to have formed some understanding with Japan
to his own benefit, but the bitter hatred for the Japanese lis
the best evidence of how he feels. He could have made himself
a popular idol by spectacular resistance against Japan. He

has alliowed himself to he misunderstood and under suspicion,




while steadily preparing military strength and endeavoring in
other ways to make the nation strong enough so that when the
time eame to resist if necessary, it would be more effective.
That is a great tribute to his intelligence and to his charac-
ter, He knew he was in danger to go to Sian - knew the troons
were getting out of control - he did not expect what hanpened .
He could have left on the Wednesday after his seizure, if he
had agreed to the conditions. The central gov't had ordered

a punitive expedition, and he would have been killed by the
bombing planes or the angered troops. He exvected to die, but
would not compromise the national authority. Mr. Donald had
to persuade him he could do more by living than by dying. Tt
took a great deal of courage. He was injured in escaping when
he was seized. Could be cured by staying in bed 4 or 5 weeks,
but will not take time when there is so much else to be done.

We can admire all these qualities of leadership. i

In Nanking are two groups? (1) Those who believe in the
strong central gov't to suponress communistic forces - concili-
ation with Japan. Those peonle are quite sincere in believing
that there is more to be gained by cooperation with Janan than
by resistance. (2) Others vho believe in liberal gov'?t in

g 4

permitting otheyﬂp%rties to be egtablished, and hasten the est-
ablishment of constitutional gov't. There are all sortsg of

minor differences among them, but those two tendencies are show-

ing themselves in China as in most other countries in the world

today. Chiang is in a very difficult position in trying to

avoid a breach between those two groups. Sian was really just




a symptom of this developing difference in point of view. The
hope of the situation seems to me to lie in the gov't lesader-
shiv responding to what the people wanted, and what the people
want is very clear. No olvil war, resistance against forelgn

~

aggression, freedom of the press, liberal political policies,
and practiecal attention to the people's livelihood, - some form
of active efforts to improve the welfare of the common neople.
The appeal of communism seems to have a definite technique, a
determined program for this betterment of the livelihood of the
people., There is no real communism in the world today. Russia
is not communistic, it is state socialism as a stage toward
communism at some future time. There are very few Chinese vh o
are communists first and Chinese afterwards. They are Chinese

first, and communists afterwards, land tenure, taxation, im-

provement of public health, rural education.

The place of intellectuals in this program is in doing the
thinking for the nation. Discovering what needs to be done,
abandonping what no longe: needs to be emphasized, and making
perfectly alear what the people want, arnd gupporting the lead-
ers who are the people's servants in these reforms. The best
thing that can be done for Gen, Chiang 1s to help to under-
stand that he is the people's ahoice in so far as he will carry
out what the people wish in these respects, That will help

him in his own immer development and in hig own political dif-

Pioulties., Just as a unified China has nothing to fear from

Japan, so the leader will have no fear from other politlecians,

if the people make clear what it is that they look to their




gov't leadership for. Here is a great challenge to teachers
and studente in our universities. Has not the time passed

when the main emphasis ought to be in trying to arouse the
government to resist forelgn aggression? by realizing that
China's danger is within, China's problems are among their own
people. The danger of the past has been the great fear of
Japan, There is perhaps a new danger of heing over-conflident
in regard to Japan. There is no greater dlsaster than under
estimating your enemy, but the method of resistance 1s in con-
golidated national unity, developing national strength, renais-
sance through our own strength. Article in China Critic by Yen-
ching graduate on vositive mental hygiene. Chinese do not have
the mental disorders that western people have, Western people
are too active, ambitious, trying to do too many things te
quickly, but the Chinese need development along forms of nosi -
tive mental hygiene, more initiative, independence, courage,
cooperation, creative activity. Can we attempt to vractice on
onr own campus in our own common 1life those forms of reform,
rensigsance through our own strength, so that we fit ourgelves

=}
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for democracy. China must be democratiec. TFascism, ete. ayeA
I
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in China or in Yenching. As we begin this new term, starting

v
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forms of dietatorship, ,dI sdased iffe, &a. We do not want ég:lii;;ém%

in 1937, I should he very proud if Yenching could take a leader-
ship in thought as to national problems, abandonping issues no
longer important. Now let us look ahead. Publie discussion
about our own iife, with the thought that we are educating our-

selves for service in a nation which has nothing to fear in its




vast population and great resources, history, if it will only
beaome unified and use 1ts strength for its own development.
The officers of this year's Student Self-Government are the
begt we have had for many years, and I have sympathized with
the things they huje tried to do, and the spirit they have
shown., They were right in putting emphasis on Suiyuan resist-
anace. When the new eleation comes next month cannot we begin
our own progressive activity by electing the officers whom the
whole student body want, and who will serve the gstudent body
and with the student body, either through the one party organ-
ization, or at least through opposition groups make clear wha t
the whole student body expects of its offlicers, and nrqt@st 1.9
those policles are not carried out. Democratic gov't which
we have here will only be successful when there is a strong op-
posftion to those in power, When there is an organized process
for makin@ clear those in which they are carrying out public
will, and those in whieh they are not. All sorts of relation-
ships to be improved here, faculty-student, ete. those things
that are constructive and creative in the awakening of our inner
life in the strengthening of our new oonsciousness. e need
not he discouraged, but hopeful - in all such ways carrying out
ur motto and realizing that the things China needs most of all
now are freedom in polities, of the press, from foreign aggres-
sion, internal life. Truth, knowledge of all kinds applied to

humnan needs, about the country, about natural science, about

social reforms. - knowledge with which to fiﬂﬁ/S enemiegs of

China. And service, in being able to serve others, not being
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served. ILet us remember the saying of Jesus which has gone

into our motto, that greatness is to be measured not by the
amount of service one can command from others; and one of the
fine passages in the teachings of Lao Tze, which might be
translated as follows: "Production, but not possession; activity,
but not aggression; development, but not domination."




It having been suggested that those Do ing ealled upon to consider
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The Outlook for Progress in China

Henry Drummoend, when returning ‘frgnx Afrggg. 1 1890 by way of Bastern Asie, wrote
in his diery "China is an instance "U‘f rrosted developments (n the falr wey to
become & vertebrate, 1t hes shopped bhots 8% 48 erustaccans The capacity for

chenge is almost nonmexistent, end theneis e powerful religion already in possession”s
This wes the equivelent in scientif eorms of Tenngson's fanous Line, "Better fifty
years of Europe than a cycle of Cathay"s And indecd until much more recent times
China has seemed static, tenanclous of hor pgowlong culturel patterns, doomed to be
altored if at all only through politieal domination from without or by inwerd

disintegratione

eanwhile upon this arrogantly ear lecent civiligation new influences hed been
; s themselves and producing o ferment, the effects of which long
; Chief emomg these at the outset were thoselincarnated
nd missionaries who differing radically as to motives were usually
ther by the Chinose ¢ ed common a8 to methods, objectives end
underlying assunptlons ! readily admitteds Other factors
dy as their senlors did fox
STIRR: Mepazines and in time bhools spread new
the educabe The 1 rary revolution which began
ensoly enlerged the numbers of the reading public and
jmple then the old
Ltranegforretions of the

mty years azo has ki3
as provided a wvehilele fay more Tlexible, accuratve

viagsical stvle of compositiol ig analogous to the
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58ANCE n men ceased to publish only in Latin end Greek but used the

ich have cane the great literatures of

Other developrents were less benefll sente The overthrow of the effete
Manchu Court nlso shattered the only administ: bige structure which the e oun’try
' ¢ to take its place but democratic ideals vaguely con=
3 srete through strangely foreign terms and procedures borrowed
oI san institutionse It was inevitable thet with the destruction of
1al system there should be struggle for political power resulting in
oivil wars and that the winmers would exploit the ppportunity for their own
enrichments The road to fame and fortune in Chine hes always been through governs
ment office and with the removal of the ‘old sencbions there wes nothing to restrain
of successful espirants except the threat of rivel groups. All this
eraveted by the anclent loyalties which made it a d by for these
o orovide not only for their own relatives but for thelr followings
these followingse The claims of the State or of the public
J very tenuous in contraste Political dissension hag been still further
accenbuated by two of the most unlovely end prevalent Chinese cherecteristics,
their mutual rivelries and susplelionss The otherwise meaningless and cruelly
disastrous internecine werfare of the first quarter of a centwry of ropublican
Chine is therefore ot least understendables Out of it have grown two cleerly
definsble resultse One is the tendency toward radicel or "leftist" convietions
among ‘the more idealistic intelleetuals, especially the studenbtse Disillusioned
by the inconsequential reforms fyrom which they had hoped so much,they concluded

it & W X L
the rapaclty




that only a smashing, slaughterdng révblutibn oﬁfthe Russian type would sweep
away the entrenched evils sufﬁaianmgvm a fresh stert thet held out any
hopes The other result was the attempt of the 1feutenants of Sun Yat-sen after
his death to recover the lost acKf@fementhdf hip revolutionary purpose by &
military expedition which gterting from Centon wbuld unify the country under a
real "People's Govermment®y Now, 1 7 omplefion of the first decade of their
rule they have through many y;;§“ THtleh. Attal 2 larger measure of political
unity, of popular confidence and of admninistretive improvement then at any pre=
vious time since the Revolution of 19%l.

laterial progress has been amazingly repide This is most striking in
methods of travels As a boy in Hangchow I reeall how my parents, on malking
a trip to Shenghal, & hundred and forty miles awey, left after one Sunday in
the hope that they would arrive before the following onee They travelled on a
native boat, orwed or towed through winding canals, helped occasionally by &
fovoring winde In the carly years of. this century a steam-launch would tow &
train of such boats making the trip in about twenty-four hourss The journey
now takes slightly over four hours on a reilway built and operated entirely by
Chinese and with every convenience of western travele Trunk lines of rallway,
motor roads and busses, are extending over the whole country and bringing into
casy access places that hitherto have been further awey from the coast in time
than the cities of Burope or Americe. Military aviation has made it possible
in recent years for Gemeral Chiang Xaoilw-shek and other government officlals to
molte spectaculer flights in ell directions with incalculable administrative
benefits, and commercial lines are carrying pessengers safely and gpeedily between
practically all the important centrese The radio is beginning to be utilized
sufficiently to meke 1ts extension a matter of easy assurances Clothes furnish
another index of chenge. Some years ago the degree of modernity in a wedding
could be appraised by the hue of pink in the bride's dress, instead of the
deep orimson of immemorial custome Now in the big cities she wears pure white
despite the fact that this has been the symbol of mourning, and therefore seems
to comservative people to be a dreadful portent of impending deathe Om any
college campus boys can be seen wearing suits that would be fashionable even
on an American cempus, mingling with other boys in old-fashioned blue-gowns and
cloth=shoess So as to foods, cold drinks and ice=-cream, once thought to be
damaging to digestion, are increasingly popular among all classes, and tomatoes
or strawberrics as much sought after as among us, elthough in each case an
acquired tastes Illustrations of change in the use of modern mechanical inventions
can be indefinitely repeeted, but in general it is reagonable teo assume thet these
will win their way among this people as elsewhere, because of broadly humen
considerations of economy or enjoymente It is really a process of madernization w-
as 1t has been with us == rather than of westernization, and has no significance
in its bearing on the permanence or distinctive values of Chinese cultures
In the externals of 1life the whole world is bescoming rather uniformly standardized.
Tn the case of China the fundamental guestion is as to whether these material
and mechanical changes are improving the livelihood of the masses. Thus far
the evidence is rather the other way. Innovations and foreign contacts have
tended to break down the rural economy to an extent which becomes alarming when
it is pealized that this affects the welfare of some eighty-five percent of the
populatione
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Whet is thrillingly sighiflcart, hdweven, has been the dynemic chenges in
¥deas, It is because of these that kel el elttenpt to evaluate the progress
thus far in other respects anqﬁ%? foresgat the probeble trends in the futures
Q‘) :\,J -~ d “ Y, 1

The most far-reaching spiritual change has been the national selfw
consclousness which has supersgded thehhesser?loyalties and is transforming

this vast emorphous, invertebrate mags-imbte-al functioning orgenism ot once

with o notional structure and a national soule Chins has alweys been culturally
8 single homogeneous entityy it is fast becoming so politicallye It was the
lack of cohesion and of patriotic obligation, the ignorance of national issues
and the indifference to all but personal or clan or locael interests, which in
the past led to imperialistic deslgns by western countries, and more recently
has tempted Japenesc predatory ambitionse The surest protection against this
menace is therefore national solidarity, both in a centralized political eontrol
end in spontaneous support of the government. Against this moral will of a
unified people even the Japanese militerists apparently hesitate to continue
their eneroechments by armed forees 4t is for reasons such as these that
Chinese metionalism cen be properly encouraged as the only guarentee against war
in Tastern Asim. Whatever may be feared from the blighting nationalisms in
other countries the awakening in China ought to be in aecord with the finesd
international idealse

Among the expressions of the new mationel spirit are a seunse of publie
regponsibility, the enforcement of regulations conbrolling the behavior of
govermment employees, budgeting for and auditing public funds, end & concern over
ameliorating the livelihood of the masses. These must be thought of in contrast
with the traditional habits and attitudes of Chinese mandarins to eppreciate
the full measure of the advances

Another spiritual chenge has been the acceptence of the gscientific method
and its application to all phases of lifes The Chinese people have discovered
empirically many practical remedies or naturel laws, but their explemations of
cause and effect are often absurdly unscientifice This has colored their whole
philosophy of life and is undoubtedly one of the reasons for the long stagnation
in e culture which in its earlier flowering out supplied so many of the dis-
coveries upon which modern civilization restse This defect is being corrected
now by the emphasis in all schools both upon the secientific attitude and upon
its application to every phase of economic recomstructione

A third idea which has been of trensforming potency is the distinctively
Christian ome that true greatness is measured by its cepaclty for service.
Greatness in the past had been shown in truly oriental fasghion by ability to
command the service of otherse DBut the new concept has gripped the idealism
of the finest youth end has been coined lnto striking phrases everywhere currents
That this often goes no further than mere lip service detracts nothing from the
sincerity with which it is generally adimired and increasingly adopted as a rule
of 1ifes The same is almost equally true of such other Christian ideas as




sacrifice, love, world broﬁheﬁh&é&i otoey though these are less novel

To Chinese Thoughte 1he spirit end character of Jesus and the ‘expression

of these in edueabionsl and other humenitarien activitioes have beon a generating
sourge of moral inspiration far beyond the little groups of professing Christisnse
The New Life MNovement is predominently Christiean in its origin, but its pro-
noters have wigely guarded against coatroversial or propegandist issues by
avolding religious terminolozye

With the rich natural resources of China and the physicel virility of this
ancient stocl, it can be hopefully assumed thet as such, creative impulses
guicken the springs of action, the latont strength of the Chinese people
will again assert itselfl, therc will be u renewal of the pregmatic application
of knowledge to couscious nceds, and that the emphasis of their owm great
sagzes upon moral bohavior, brought inte harmony with modern scientific and
religious truth, will zuide leaders and populece alike towmrd the eandeavor for
peaceful progress in formg that not only achieve their nationel salvetiony but
will make a not unworthy contribution towsrd betber international zood wills
Onoe apparently changeless, more recently in cheotic flux, grented protection
from Japanese interference the process of reunevaml on sane and stable lines seems
to be flrmly establishods




Japane ge Propaganda in the lirror of uvents

In attempting to justify their invasion of China the Japanese

have used a variety of explanations most of which can be roughly
grouped under the following three headings. <there has now been
ample opportunity to test their sincerity or reality by the record
of actual happenings.

L.

Their Divine Migsion to the Other reoples of asia. This form

of propaganda is intended chiefly for home consumption. Accord-
ing to it, not only the kmperor is descended from the Sun Goddess
but the whole nation, and especially the army, share somewhat in
this semi-divine origin. 1his gives them a racial superiority

and a sacred mission to spread tneir culture. they must liverate
oppressed peoples like the Chinese from their corrupt and in-
competent officials or from western exploitation and bring to

them the beneficent effects of Japaness rule. Only thus can

peace be brought to wmastern Asia. iLhe army is not at war with

the people of China for whom it has only the most altruistic
intentions, but with their wicked government which must be duly
punished and overthrown in grder that the people may have the

ble ssings that will follow. seven months have now elapsed since
the Japanese began their unprovoked invasion. wherever their
armies have gone they have left a trail of utter devastation and
disorder. Civilians have been slaughtered or bombed from the air
with callous indifference or deliberate frightfulness to an

extent that remains worse than will perhaps ever be known because
of the relentless censorship of news. +T1he be®t authenticated
facts are in the Shanghai-Nanking area where at legst 500,000 civi-
lians are estimated to have been killed during the advance of the
Japanese forces. In Nanking the orgy of the slaughtering of
soldiers who had voluntarily disarmed after having been promised
protection and of civilians, of raping of women from little girls
to those over fifty years of age, of looting, burning and other
vaigdalism, has no parallel within modern times in its begtial
savagery. Owing to the presence in that city of press corres-
pondents and other foreigners there has been a measure of publicity
given to the uncontrolled brutality of the Japanese troops through
sever al weeks following their entry, yet essentially the same
disorders have occurred wherever else they have gone with the
single exception of the Peking~Tientsin area and of Tsingtao. uven
in the two northern cities there is a constant non-violent racque-
teering under the menace of the rut ss force which is brought to
bear upon the slightest provocationM{f#ulsewhere throughout that
province, in shansgi, lnner Mongolia, and in the xangise valley,
eyewitnesses report similar killing of civilians, raping, looting,
burning, but because of fear of reprisals they dare not let their
names be used. wmany of the officers are meanwhile grafting as
rapaciously as any of the Chinese mandarins from whom they claim
to be saving the people. <The regions around the foreign settle-
ments at Shanghai are divided into sectors, and foreign merchants
have already discovered that in order to secure the movement of
goods or other privileges essential to the restoration of trade,
all that is necessary is to tind the right Japanese gntrepreneur




who will then negotiate with the General concerned and divide with
him the "squeeze® agreed upon. Similar practises seem to be rife
among all ranks of the army. As always under Japanese military
occupation the sale of opium derivatives is pushed, with the
active protection of officers who unque stionably share in the
profits. <tThe Holy var for which the Japanese are being asked to
sacrifice so much turns out to be & tawdrily tarnished spectacle
revealing the basest of human passions and of sordidly selfish
motivese.

The Preservation of uastern Asiatic Culture. This is also partial-
1y to impress the home constituency but chiefly perhaps for the
elderly Chinese who feel disgruntled over the handicaps they suffer
from their own lack of modern or western knowledge. It holds out
to them the agreeable prospect of coming into their own again. but
its bold inconsistencies are amusing. The claim is only listened
to because of the armed force which accompanies it, and this from
battleship to bombing plane and bayonet is copied down to the last
detail from the West. So of the uniforms and tactics employed.

50 of the merchants and manufacturers who hope thus to extend their
trade, dressed from top to toe in western attire and using toilet
and all other accessories from the same source, making or selling
cheap imitations of western goods. The officers stay in the most
expensive British or Krench notels in the port cities. wsven their
latest vices are learned from the West, notably their increasing
tendency to drunkenness. vwhat really lies behind this specious
contention is their desire to prevent the modernization of China

go that their military domination and economic expoitation of the
country will not be hindered.

The Suppression of Communi gm . This line of sales-talk is almost

entirely intended to play upon the prejudices of western countries
where the bogie of Bolshevism can gtill be effectively conjured up.
It is the most disingenuous of all their arguments as tested by
historical evidence. <1The present Cniang Kaie-sghek Government, which
they so rabidly denounce, began its program by the most vigorous
efforts to elimjinate organized and militant Communism from Chin&e.
This was unsweringly meintained through the first eight critically
format ive years of the new government and resulted finally in the
complete ascendancy of the national forces. During that entire
period the Japanese never assisted to the slightest degree in this
exhausting struggle. On the contrary they did everything possible
to embarrass the anti-communist government, fomenting disaffection
north and south, seizing territory or revenues, congistently striv-
ing to keep China politically disunited and weak. they did attempt
to coerce China into signing an "anti-communist pact" but on terms
which no self-respecting nation could accept. it was really nothing
other than the notorious Lwenty-one Demands revamped under this
thinly disguised euphemism. neral Chiang has been often criticis-
ed for wasting time and the ' nation's resources over a futile and
relatively unimportant issue when there were other more menacing
dangers. Western nations occasionally gave some help. But Japan
waetched quietly until when in September, 1931, the government was
desperately engaged with the troublesome red armies and China was
afflicted by the most disastrous flood in human history, and
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western countries were otherwise preoccupied, she had her coveted
opportunity to seize Manchuriaéﬁbln the years that followed Jdan
wrested away the Yrovince of Jehol; constantly harassed North
China, setting up the notorious wast Hopei regime as the nearest
ghe could then come to her attempt to compel a secessionist move
of the five northern provinces; instigated and protected huge
smuggling operations on the North China coast; tried to prevent
western nations from extending credits or supplying munitionsj
continued her intrigue and intimidation in the South as well as
North; in short, did all possible to weaken the Chiang Government,
despite its persistent struggle against Communism in the face of
enormous internal problems inherent in the situation even if there
had been neither Communism nor Japanese aggression. But resent-
ment against Japanese imperialism and a growing realization of its
dreaded consequences have had the strange effects of awakening
Chinese Communists to the consciousness that they were first of
all Chinese and of bringing about a rapprochement between them and
their former enemies, - a 'united front% against a common danger
for more important to them all than ditferences in political
ideologies.

Communi sm left to itself would have been absorbed into the
national life of China, either becoming a minor political party or
exerting some influence toward various socialized reforms. As it
ig, it will increasingly furnish an emotional stimulus and an
effective technique in resistance to Japan. According to official
Japanese declarations there was "no communist peril in manchuria'
at the time of their occupation. Quotations from similar sources
reveal the growth of this peril and of the necessity for strenuous
efforts to suppress its influence. The Japanese military now loox
forward rather optimistically to "the pacification of wan chiukuo™
in another ten years. The same is essentially true ol Korea wheére
as in Manchuria the virus spreads chiefly from Japan itself. In
the past few months of Japanese occupation of North China it is
becoming rapidly true Away from the big cities and the narrow
corridor following the railway lines there is everywhere chaotic
anarchy being slowly reorganized for guerilla warfare under com-
munist leadership. 1he same will doubtless follow in the occupied
regions further south. There is therefore a close connection
between Japanese rule and communism. Nor is the reason difficult
to trace. Communism is & form of social rebellion resulting from
intolerabls oppression by those more privileged. it has a peculiar
appeal for the common people, especially in those countries where
democratic ideals or practises have not spread. Lt also commend s
itself to students and other youthful radicals. 41t has a simple
creed, a very concrete program, and & technique perfected by cons-
tant use. It contains the promise of relief for all those regions
of continental Asia which have been brought under the cruel tyranny
of Japanese military domination.f/-The only real protection against
Bolshevism is the creation of those social and economic improvements
which it aims to bring about, the application of democratic principles
go that the masses feel themselves to be in possesgsion of real
political equality, the abandonment of arbitrary military force, the
abolition of poverty by reforms in tazation, high rates of interest,
land tenure etc., and ths development of civic liberty and of
individual human rights?SPrhere is no hope for any such progress in
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any region under alien Japenese military rule. this form of poli-
tical absolutism will only breed more grinding poverty and embit-
tered discontent with consequent revolutionary activities drawing
most naturally upon communist terminology and technique. Western
readers unfamiliar with actual conditions should be on guard
against Japanese assertions about Communism in China. There is
none of it in those areas under the authority of the national
Government, nor the adoption of any of the characteristic policies
of the Soviet State. Japan is the real gource of the spread of
communistic influence in lLastern Asia, both w1thqdapan and wherever
her military autocracy gains control‘ As the physical body forms
a process for ridding itself of somé harmful element which is
poisoning its life, so communism may be likened to nature's remedy
for ridding the body politic of a malignant infection.

Only once has Japan really undertaken to prove her claim to
be a "bulwark against Communism in the kar Zast", and that was not
in China at all but in Hastern Siberia. 1his wa$ in the turmoil
following the Great War, and the real aim was of course to get con~
trol of the vast territory between vladivostok and Lake Baikal. She
had the sympathy and assistance of several other rPowers, and spent
a vast sum of money, but withdrew after four years of wasted effort.
The signiificance of that inglorious episode for the purpose of this
article is that the chief cause of failure was because the people
of that regim - by no means of predominantly communigtic leanings =
suffered so intensely under the rule of the Japanese military and
the Russian adventurers they set up as puppets that they were pre-
pared to welcome a Cormunist or any other regime that would rid their

country of them.

The best method of treating Japanese propadanda is not to argue
for or against it but to test it by the record of easily ascertain-
able facts. The real motives for their persistent aggression in
China are glory and gain, chiefly gain, - imperialistic conguest and
commercial exploitation. In order to realize these objectives, as
they themselves put if when they speak frankly, they must destroy
the growing military strength of China, prevent her industrial

o development and eliminate foreign, especially British, influence.
G?”"S These three reasens can also be tested by the record of events as
 ~—"planned and executed by the Japanese High Commend. Frince Konoye
summed it when he boasted that the purposs of all this frightfulness
and destfuctive violence was to:"beat the Chinese people to their
kneej/and break their will to resist®.

&




Dr. Stuart's Address to the Faculty

Faculty Presessional Meeting
September 11, 1939

It has been suggested that at the opening of the new session we have
a review of the twenty years since Yenching University was created out of its
earlier constituent colleges and began its career under the present adminis-
tration) In what I em about to say I cannot be sure how much will be a de-
soription in retrospect of my own aspirations or aims and how much is an in-
terpretation of the ideals or principles in which we have all shared. Nor
does it matter, Let me comment briefly on what seem to me to have been the
chief emphases through these past twenty years.

(1) Christian Purpose. Yenching began as and will, I trust, continus
to be a Christian university. Our problem has been how an institution estab-
lished by foreign miscionary agencies = which from their very nature are tran-
sitory and alien = could become in the fullest sense a real university and an
integral part of its Chinese enviromment while retaining all of the abiding
values of its Christian origin. More specifically, and with the coming twenty
years in view, this concerns especially the Chinese who will come into in-
creasing control of its affairs. They must discover in what forms and through
what activities they will be able best to express their Christian convictions
or endeavors, in harmony with their own racial genius and with universal modern
trends, as we pioneers from the West have been employing those methods and been
inspired by those beliefs which are a part of our religious heritage. An en-
couraging stimulus to preserving this spiritual quality could be found in an
address by the Minister of Education which was broadcast from Chungking a few
evenings ago. Mr. Chen Li-fu after referring to the rolation of education to
the present struggle for national independence pointed out that the presont
orisis had brought out the impcrfections in many schools which neglccted moral
training and were too exclusively concerned with intclloctual progress. He
added - and one cannot but wonder if this was not with the cxample of Christian
schools in mind - that every school ought to be able to crecatc a family at-
mosphere and to be concerned with the whole porsonality of the studonts.

(2) Chinese Character. Twenty years ago there wore only two Chinese on
the faoulty, and the administration was ontircly foreign. We can think back
to-day with a cortain whimsical emuscment to the dubious questionings with
which our carliest acquisitions among the Chincse faculty ventured to join us,
They could not quite beliove that there really would be no racial distinctions
here and that all rosponsibilitics and resourcos would be shared alike. This
has been so gonerally accoptod for many years, not only at Yenching but in all
dunh institutions in China, that we can scarccly rcalizc how radical a step
it was then. But during thosc twenty ycars I cannot recall a single disap=-
pointment bocause of this policy, and thorc has been no decoper satisfaction
than that of obscrving tho devotion and efficicney with which the stoadily
incroasing proportion of Chincsc on the faculty have performed their respcc-
tiwve dutios. This has been notably truo of the way in which they have without
a single oxcoption stood by the University during the past two troublicd years
singse the outbroak of hostilitics. In goneral the happy harmony betwoon
Chincse and western faculty members and the desirc of all concerned to doemon-
stratc how pmecticable and how mutually bencficial is this unrcscrved racial
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cooperation augurs hopefully for the more completely Chinese leadership that
will come during the next twenty years. For foreigners engaged in such an
enterprise as ours there could be no more dismal failure than to continue to
meke ourselves indispensable. Whatever anxieties may still be haunting us
that one at any rate has beén finally dispelled.

(3) Chinese National Relationshipse This is nothing more than the
logical complement to the increasing emphasis on Chinese personnel within the
University.- We have consistently endeavored to establish a position for our=-
selves in the life of the country~that'would enable us to carry on indepen=
dent of any foreign-treaty privileges or political influence, seeking no other
protection than the Chinege people themsolves possessed and were willing to
share with us. When the opportunity came we immédiately took steps to become
registered under the: National Govermment and have since then regarded ourw-
selves as subject to the orders of the Ministry of Education, with the bene=
fits also that this conncotion givese. We have tried to stress Chinesc studies,
and to make use of our western languago &nd othor faoilitics for thoir fullor
apprcciation through .comparative methods, as well as for helping to make all
aspoots of modern knowledge - accessible to Chinesc in their own language. In
those end many other ways woe have made progress in idontifying Yonching with
tho nation we art herc to scrve. This has undoubtedly stood us in good stoad
through the tonsions of tho past two yecars.

(4) * Intornation&l Outlooke Thorc is no conflict botween this and
the offort to:bocomo more thoroughly Chincsc. ‘In its incoption and in its
continuod financial and other support. the University hes bocn predominantly
Amoricane But therc has always boen a minority British olement in'its con-
trol and faculty porsonncl and this has boeomc morc vital in the last two
or throc yoars with our adaptetion of the so-callod Oxford "Modorn Greats"
and the conncetion with that Univorsity which this has brought uss Wo havo
rojoiccd in tho contribution by a Yonching Committoc in Switzerland of a suc=
cossion of tcachors of the choicost type which bogan carly in those past
twonty yoars. Wo have also formed slight conncctions with Germany and France
and morc rceontly with Italy, all .of which may bo furthor dovecloped undor
happicr world conditions, but c¢ven now have symbolic valuce It is from this
standpoint that I wish to speak quitc frankly of our nowly cstablishcd asso=
ciation with Japan in tho porson of Professor R. Torii who with his wifo and
two daughtors arc with us this cvoning for the first timo, At tho outsct of
the presont hostilitios wo adoptod the policy of absolutoly maintainimg owr
academic froocdom, or of closing the institution if this worc in any way cme
croachcd upon, This applicd cspecially to any attompt that might bo nade te
forcc us to tako a Japancsc tcachor on our faculty. Although this wes re-
peatcdly urged upon us, we consistontly rcfused to comply ovon though we were:
assurcd that wo werc froc to make our own solcctions It was pointed out that,
while wo wore quitc ready in principle to include a Japancsc on our faculty,
yot we were unwilling to do so under any slightost suspicion of military co=-
ercion, and that this would dofeat our purpose of aiding in bringing about
any bettor undorstanding botweon tho two countries.” When finally our cone
tontion was accepted we docided to invite Dr. Torii purcly on grounds of
Christian and intornational idealisme. He is over soventy ycars of age and
is onc of thc most distinguishod scholars in Japan, being cspocially wolle
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known in China where he has spent many years in anthropological and archaeo=
logical research and where his books, translated into Chinese, are widely
read. He and his family share our opposition to military aggression, and
we need feel no fear of embarrassment or an intrusion on our liberties by
their presence among us. His wife and the daughters, one educated chiefly
in the States, the other in France, have specialized in the same subjects
and are his constant collaborators. As Visiting Research Professor in the
HarWard-Yenching Institute he will be carrying on field excavation most of
the time with one or more of our advanced students under his training. This
is the severest test of the reality of our determination to be even aggressive=-
ly international. '

But can we not go further yet? . The war which has at last broken out
in Europe and the devastating conflict in this country, together with polit=~
joal and economic tensions elsewhere, all deem to call for some form of supra=-
national control of irresponsible aggression or of clashing national ambitions
or fears. There are universities in other countries with more or less inter=-
national complexion. But these are all primarily rooted in their respective
national soils and their other connections are entirely incidental, As
pointing toward & new and nobler international order can we not utilize the
circumstances of our origin so that, while losing nothing of our Chinese
quality, we may deliberately strengthen our associations with other countries
and thus help to generate the attitude of mind which will make for whatever
is the concrete process for creating the world-state of the future.

(5) Affairs more strictly academic. All that has been said thus far

applies more or less to our peculiar circumstances. There are, however,
other issues which every university has to face, and in these we have thus
far tricd to find the balance suited to our circumstances at each stage A
of development. Among these is that botween tcaching end rosearch. Research
is essential in order that teachcrs may maintain thoir own interest in a sub-
jeot, kecp their teaching fresh, and be an example to their students of the
continuing quest for new knowledge. On tho other hand, the primary purpose
of an institution is to teach, and one with limitod rcsources must provide
first for this. I hope that during the noxt twenty ycars we can, whilc con-
tinuing the cmphasis on good teaching, find it possible to cncourage rcsearch
in all of our colleges, and cspecially in the Graduate School. Another point
of contrast is botween the toaching of a subjeet from the acadcmic standpoint
in the narrow sense of that word, and with rcference to practical usefulness
aftor the studont finishes his studies. Wo have always tricd to strike a
proper balance in this unending conflict of interosts. The increasing empha=~
sis upon rural reconstruction training courses illustrates the consciousncss
of practical dirgction which college teachers ought to have. The nceds cvery-
where in China which have been made more evident or are being created by war
eomditions give thrilling sugrestiveness ¥o the pessibilities of training

our students to have a large part in post-war rehabilitation and other con-
structive activities, :

Conclusion: In this summary I have purposely not discussed our materi=-
al growth but have confined myself to reminding you of those guiding princie
ples which have found fruition in our University as we begin this new session.
This review will reveal how truly our Motto:

"Freedom through Truth for Service"
is not merely an attractively phrased ideal but an inherent ~almost inevitable =
expression of our animating spirit.
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As the institution draws upon Chinese for additions to its faculty by a
process as natural as it is desirable, it has been our experience that our own
finest graduates offer the greatest promise, The present academic conditions. re~
quire that any such prospective teacher should have the opportunity for advanced
study abroad to acquire the special knowledge &s well as the prestige without
whioch the chance for promotion with us would necessarily be greatly circumscribed,

Generally speaking, no institution in Chine ocan give any further training
than we do here and very few give as much, On the other hand, those few individuals
who happen to have private resources or oan seoure some speoinl form of assistance
are not necessarily those best suited for our purpose, There are practicable ob=-
jections to approving any budget funds at our end for this purpose, The competition
is intense not only emong individual candidates but between various academic units,
Once we set a precedent there will be embarrassing oonsequences as we learned to
our sorrow in earlier undertekings of this kind, The Trustees, however, oould
secure or designate certain funds f or this general purpose end ask us for individual
suggestions within certain stipulated terms, or this might be included in the
larger framework of the Associated Boards,

We are on the whole very much gratified by the efficiency and even more
by the animating spirit and purpose of those former students of oursnow back on
the faculty, Ilany of them have been helped by private arrangements which various
ones of us have been able to make, This is at best a rather desultory and oppore=
tunist policy in which personal factors perhaps bulk too large, I should be very
happy to have the case of lMiss Pai considered not only because of her own very real
value in our future development, but as establishing a procedure to be followed for
gimilar cases in the future, This might even take the form of a Trustees' fellow=
ship fund for which a special endowment might be sought or contributions secured
annually,

Living Endowment, Material coming from my own college in Virginie, to-
gether wiTh whet I have been reading of similar movements elsewhere in Amerioca,
1eads me to raise the question with the Trustees as to whether some equivalent pro-
motional plan might not be worked out for ourselves, American colleges naturally
turn to their alumni for this purpose. Ve would have to depend upon our present
constituenoy extended constantlys

If it is true that invested capital funds will be increasingly difficult
to seocure while yielding small returns, we must look forward to some other, source
of support, We have for years, of course, been making annual solicitations along
these linese. However, it might be desirable to use the vivid phrasing these
American institutions have discovered and to ask our friends to undertake, as nearly
as they feel individually ready to,en asnnual gift to the University as & whole or
to some specified unit. This is only a suggestion to be passed on to those who

may have already determined on some such procedure,

JD




DR. STUART'S MESSAGE TO STUDENTS OF YENCHING UNI VERSITY, 1941-42

(From Yenching News, Peiping, August 30, 1941 iseue)

This ‘is & hearty message to our students, old and new, as we

begin the session of 1442, TFrom the nature of the case, a
University wants to have students and therefore welcomes thelr
arrivals But Yenching University has an additional reason for

g0 doing because it was founded for a distinotive purpose. This

is to contribute toward progressive efforts in China, as an instance
of international cooperation and goodwill, with the motives and
jdeals springing from religious faith, resulting in the training

of highly qualified students. This is our special reason for want-
ing you to study heres

But such considerations are greatly enhanced by the tragic oconfliocts
now raging in China and elsewheres These furnish painfully convinoing
ovidence of the need of some such philosophy of life as Yenching aims
%o inoulcate. We welcome you in the hope that you will learn to share
these ideals and then carry them into varied forms of reconstructive
activity throughout the country.

Je Leizhton Stuart
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Should a university be conmitted to and deliberately impress upon
its students andy single, specific, integrating philosophy of 1ife? There are
apparently current now among educators two conflicting answers to this query,
In the affirmative is the tradition from the universities . of medieval HBurope
and the colleges founded by the early settlers of North America. The former
were based on scholastic vhilosophy, were in fact its finest flowering. This
was, if not the reason, at any rate the impetus, for their existences In Amer-
lca it was primarily the demand for an educated ministry, or more broadly for
Christian higher education, Generelly speaking, higher education in the West
was first conceived of as with a definitely religious purpose. This was with-
in the framework of a loose political unity deseribed as Christendom, or more
correctly a unified cultural pattern. But as this disintegrated into the pre-
sent excessively nationeslistic soverign stetes, so will these most probabl;
absorbed, voluntarily or otherwise, into larger political entities extemdd ‘
virtuelly over the entire world, As feudelism perished with the rise of eapital-
istic individualism so will this in turn be transformed into varying types of
socialized economys, Scholastic philosophy melted away under the acids of exe
perimental science and historical oriticisms All this has combined to produce
the second and at present overwhelmingly prevalent theory of university educa-
tion which is that a liberal university should not as such have any unified con-
cept of the world in which we live nor of the meaning of our existence, Implie
0i¥ly it holds that man is, if not naturally good, at any rate like the workd
itself slowly getting better, and that the science through education is the pro=
cess for attaining truth and therefore for ensuring progresss The quest for
knowledge in every field is more or less unconsciously modelled on the methods
of the natural sciences, and authorities in these subjects receive a veneration
not unlike that which the peasants in all countries have always paid their priests,
This trend has resulted alsc in a departmentalizing of education which would pere
haps have been impossible were it not for the accepted exiom that the businessof
the university is the dlscovery and disseminetion of factual Information in each
segregated subject tather than any ococherent philosophy for molding the character
and aims of its students. It was inevitable that education become completely
secularizeds This wes no less true of all other phases of human activity =
scientifie investigation, artistic endeavor, commercial enterprise and political
theory = reflected in such catchwords as "art for art's seke", "business is busgi-
ness"s The real religion of modern western man is & sort of composite belief in
the omnipotent and indivisible trinity of physical science, free capitalism and
national security, University education funoctions in this framework and the stu-
dents absorb its tenets from the environment. The influence of the university itw
self is on the whole negative and proudly makes this claim asg being its true ideal,

\

luch has been happening of lete, however, to challenge this position,
In Americe a controversy was precipiteted by President Hutchins of the University
of Chicago, the essence of which was that there should be a revival of the intellec~
tual synthesis whose eentention had been supplied by medieval metaphysics. As so
often heppens, the discussion has occupied itself with details of the argument
rather than with the basic issue as to whether there should be any attempt at a
synthesis at alls The predicament of the church colleges in the U. S, A. is do=
pressing, Usually small and poor in every sense they are impaled on the dilemma
of playing up either denominational bigotry and conventional religiosity or their
freedom from these, l!eanwhile the rise of high-powered totalitarian states has
recaptured university education for the older theory of a functional philosophi
permeating all its instruction, It has done so with the ruthless consistency and
coercion which shrivels free inquiry into authoritarian patterns, leaving only
propagandist formulae and technological improvement, all in absolute suhm@ﬂﬁiﬂl to

the state, Contemporary higher education thusg faces the intolerable pa:ﬂﬂjx.fﬁv :
the liberal democratic university left without any system or stimulus a8 fﬁ-lﬂ@’?‘g
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and eims for living, while the noble tradition of the unlversity oreanted te teach
an integrating philesophy of life hed degenerated inte & deadening end dangercus
instrument for erushing cut personsl (reedom in the laterests of cur detestalle
motern despotisms. ‘hereas if the comoersatic way of Lile is to survive wnd be the
dynemie for the rebuilding of & better world the celleges wust waln thelr gre du=
etos to have convietions as %o its value and validity which have been rooted deeply
in diseiplined intelligence.

¥hat is true of other ocuntries applles with peculisr loree tw China,
partly bheenuse of the age~long belief ithat learnlug produees ieadership, pertly
also besause this snclent cultute ls now in ‘ermetive period of vieleunt flux and
as yobt plasvioc new patterns. 4ll Colleges in this country have therelore s super-
lative opportunity to demonstrate the funetion of education as tralning for eitizen~
ship end for humeultarien service. This would continue the hlstorie emphasls on the
moysl enc soeial purpose of true edusation us Caught by all of China's great sages.
The poverament universities, apart from natlonanlistic sentiment, seex to be follow-
ing the weetern trend of precgoupation with feetusl scholarship reatier than any
recognized philosophy o velues. %The Christien Colleges are of course foreign in
origin end still largely so in complexion, to that extent being therelfore sbuormel
and undevelopeds s in the west they will doubtless tend either to becoming fixed
in somewhet narrow eeelesistionl reletionships with consequent weekening of wi der
influence or w repudiating their earlier religlous missien in & vepld eonlornmity
with currant seeular standardse

And thus we come te Yenehing, our own joy snd pride ws weli as burden
and porplexity. e hsve our wnequivoeally Christian origin snd purpose. In the
light of our experienee thus far, especially during the tursmell of war, ure there
obsolete sooretions or irrelevent requiressnts whieh ought %o be rejeoted? Ok -
what is perheps more pertinent to our speoial situation = how can we more eflecte
ively implemeat the distinmetive beliefs und ideals about the adveewey of whichwe
need have no misgivings or hesitation whatever? Jur probles is rather how to ine
tonalfy in all of us the passion for training owr sjiudents w live worthily of
these idemls mnd for witnessing in all of cur corporate setivities to thelr va lue
and truth. We have often before discussed this issue smong curselves. 5Hut the
chaos and tregedy in the wmidet of which we sre now living give it u ilresh spproach.
in what seuse ean Yenoching beocowe even more Christian than 1t hes been in the post
while msinteining the eocol detachment, the objeotive impartiallvy, of the true
university? And in this blending of apparent sontraditions how ean it lurther
blend those charcoteristios with an sdeptaiion to Chinese sonditiona which hasures
it an secepted position in the nationel life with its own welcowed ané worthwhile
conbribution? Lven more specifically how cen we oare most about these aspirstions
egbablished stenderds and generate a quuiity of lile which are so convineingly
beautlful snd benef'icent that our celleagues snd even our students will wikhout
complugion adept them for their own and resvive that they must net be sliowed te
fail or fade?

There sare seemingly commonplece things in which we must in any osse
spend most of our time snd energy; the etrictness snd sineerelty of our mosdemie
gtandarda: the helaneing of solioitous sttention to sll sspects of the noneson demle
welfare of our students with severly enforeed ciseiplinej our attitude as & community
to the mceinl, soonomie end politieal problems of this eountry; the happy hermony
betmeen Chinese and western nembers o our soulty, betweon teachers snd studentsp
tho spiritusl vitality infused inte our formal religious setivities. in these and
other more or less routine aspects of our corporate life we can release dynamie
sueryies which become erystallized ss scoepted traditions here und are esrried by
some at lenst among our praduntes wherever they gos e are oconstently having
sheoring evidences c¢f the extent to which sush influences ere meking thenselves
folt ax well as sobering reminders of how much “urther need of lmprovement aweits

our mors resolute efforts. Hut let ug seeept ihe shallenge that there is a A
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difference between the way in which a Christian group performs almost cvigy form
of educetionel service and lives together on its cempus, from the way in which a
osollepe comminity would funetion when purely sesular in its purpcse end personnel,

All this has been quite familiar end wore or less faithfully practised’
by meny of our number. HSut the catastrophie haeppenings in the world eround us’
supply impelling motives aud a superb opportunity for dewonstrating the unique
conbtribution of & university founded upoen and vitalized by a clearly defined re-
ligious philosophy of 1ile. &hatsvd; mey be the military outcome of the present
conflicts we can be sure that the wnr&c will never be the seme as bhefore they be-
gene ot only so but there could parnupa be no greater disaster than a retura to
the pre-war status quos, We can also he reasenably cert:in that there will be
attonpts to ostablish a new world-order In conformity with the eight-points of the
reoont Churehllleivosevelt aonvarsut;onn. In preparation for and support of any
sueir international digsussions there mast be wide-spread understanding and ene
couragement of the issues involved, It has been argued that Galileo revolution=-
iliged sclentiflie thought as lLoger J&con could a0t because nnn5 nore persons
had become better lantormed in ﬁﬂlllQO s time, The awakening of intelligent
interest and the oreation ol the spxrit in which progress can be nsde should be
peoulderly the funotion ol any univaksity community and of all religious groups.

But Yo lead to mny permau%htly eilsctive solution there must be seerche-
ing inquiry ilatc the causes of the present turmeil and the objectives in any
politlical organizations Iz a time o war-engendered hatreds and of compelling
pre=oceupnilon with military vietory or defeat, it is not easy to gain the right
porspective lor making Judgments. It is easy to damn all who belong to cortein
countriess 4nd in & sense rightly for they have been driven by circumsteancesg
inte an artifieisl solidaritys But eggressor nations sand those they have raveged
ere elike viobLims ol the scientiric inventions whioh, intended to pive mankind
greater {reedom, have sirsngely robbed him of what he hade Thet is the individual
has very lergely lost hia personal freedom and influence in tho huge apgregations
which have been forasd cut of the appllomtion of seisnce to humen problems.

Vhere thereis politieal {reedom there uey he economiec bondages The totalitare
lan gtotes at least aim to guarentee economie security. iven in the demowcracles
the vote of the individual amy count for listle or nothing in & vest eleotoral
machlnees Lt 1s not merely therefore the assurance of peece through some form of
world=wide federation, implemented by en internationalized policing forces Es=
pecially if this is dominated by some powerful cocelition, however liberal and
enlighteneds There are fuandamontal questions of free sccess to rew materiels
end markets, of mocismlized control of the sources of produetion, of greater jus-
tice in relatlons of capltel and laber, of inherited weulth, and in short of the
right of every ocne in every nation to live end to do so in the freedom that alone
permlits the fullest development of personslitye

In fecing all such contemporary problems our University should have
ivs messapge, especlially as this applies to post-war China, It may well be
that when that esgerly oxpected time arrives we shall have & special challenge
from the environment, For the indications are that there will be & strongly
comaunie tle tinge 10 whatever political suthority will hold this area, Iif so,
& truly Christisn University snd sueh & gpvernmmnt ought to be muituslly help=-
f4l in the building of real demogracy,

A8 we begin this new sesélon after anxious forebodings as to whether
this would be possible, and still with haunting uncertainties &«s to what may
lie aieed cduring these uext portentious months, it mey be pertinent to ask oure
selves as to reforms or ilmprovements or new features whioh we ean bring about
in o more fruitful fulfilment of our accepted missions For myself this would
seer e lle rether in & meintensnce oi our present prineiples or poliey with a
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ose at once more intelligent and more intenses For 1 venture %0 stete

that our failure or reebleness s not pecause of the theory oF philosophy whioh
underllies our origin and procedure, but beceuse of timidivy or sceptism or con=
fusion or indolence oY indifference OT mingled motives in cerrying it into every
phase of unlversity 1ife. Ve who care most and are most convinoed must 8

meke this @ conbagious passion permeating our colleapues, inspiring the students,
resching out @mONg enployeos and neighbors, and rediating throughout the free and
flourishing nepublic of Chins that 18 Lo Dee

ke o e R SR R AR AOK K

Before elosing 1 ghould like to road & paragraph from & letter whioh,
by & pleasant coincidence, resched me & few days 8EOe it is from one of our

most brilliant science students and younger teschers now on lsave of absence who
when here did not seem VvVery much interested in the uatter ol which he now writese.

All of owr Yenching boys who have transferred Lo this Universiby
are doing exeellentlyes AboVe all they especially cherish the
yeers they spent in Yenchinge ugverel of then confided to me
that this place may be providing thenm with the technical courses
they want, guch &8 engineering, but 1t falls to provide them with
the congenial conditions under which they studye rhe spiritual
education which this place lacks but our alma mater pives is pro=
bably what has xept this gmall group intact as & wholesome Yen=
ching group, and | feel proud of ite 1 wonder whether the fore-
ing of merely techniceal knowledge without meking honest and up=
right citlzens out ol the gtudents will do our country much goode
OQur vital need is & apiritual revivilication of the rece rather
then material modernigetions But 1t seems thet it is the latter
which is stressed almost everywnheres civilizetion and culture,
going hand in hand with each other, make & pood combinetion but
the possession of the former without the latter only serves a8

a dangerous weapolle Lducation in Yenohing 3 £illing this need,
or at least 1% hag made & more gsuccessful endesvors This is sub=
gtantinted LY the experlence of these gtudents 68 well as that of
wysoll since 1eaving "home” four years agLse




	39002061135662_313-4800_0001
	39002061135662_313-4800_0002
	39002061135662_313-4800_0003
	39002061135662_313-4800_0004
	39002061135662_313-4800_0005
	39002061135662_313-4800_0006
	39002061135662_313-4800_0007
	39002061135662_313-4800_0008
	39002061135662_313-4800_0009
	39002061135662_313-4800_0010
	39002061135662_313-4800_0011
	39002061135662_313-4800_0012
	39002061135662_313-4800_0013
	39002061135662_313-4800_0014
	39002061135662_313-4800_0015
	39002061135662_313-4800_0016
	39002061135662_313-4800_0017
	39002061135662_313-4800_0018
	39002061135662_313-4800_0019
	39002061135662_313-4800_0020
	39002061135662_313-4800_0021
	39002061135662_313-4800_0022
	39002061135662_313-4800_0023
	39002061135662_313-4800_0024
	39002061135662_313-4800_0025
	39002061135662_313-4800_0026
	39002061135662_313-4800_0027
	39002061135662_313-4800_0028
	39002061135662_313-4800_0029
	39002061135662_313-4800_0030
	39002061135662_313-4800_0031
	39002061135662_313-4800_0032
	39002061135662_313-4800_0033
	39002061135662_313-4800_0034
	39002061135662_313-4800_0035
	39002061135662_313-4800_0036
	39002061135662_313-4800_0037
	39002061135662_313-4800_0038
	39002061135662_313-4800_0039
	39002061135662_313-4800_0040
	39002061135662_313-4800_0041
	39002061135662_313-4800_0042
	39002061135662_313-4800_0043
	39002061135662_313-4800_0044
	39002061135662_313-4800_0045
	39002061135662_313-4800_0046
	39002061135662_313-4800_0047
	39002061135662_313-4800_0048
	39002061135662_313-4800_0049
	39002061135662_313-4800_0050
	39002061135662_313-4800_0051
	39002061135662_313-4800_0052
	39002061135662_313-4800_0053
	39002061135662_313-4800_0054
	39002061135662_313-4800_0055
	39002061135662_313-4800_0056

