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THE AMERICAN RESPONSE TO CHINESE OPINION!

Tee Rev. J. LeicaToN StUart, D.D.,
President of Yenching Uwiversity, Peking, China

In attempting to interpret the relationship of America to the present
situation in China as seen by one who has quite recently come from there,
the first and indeed the one all-important fact to which I would call attention
is that the present real government of China is public opinion.

The Provincial Government now functioning in Peking merely puts official
sanction upon the popular voice. Those men could not stay in office if they
failed to express and to endorse the will of the people, and, as a matter of fact,
they are all in the heartiest sympathy with it. Never before in their long his-
tory have the Chinese people been so unanimous, so well informed, and so
deeply stirred as they are now over this issue of their sovereign rights in rela-
tion to other countries. The phenomenon of a vast populace which, for the
last fourteen years, since the overthrow of the Manchu Dynasty, has been
notoriously distracted by factional differences, now unified at least so far as
concerns their demand for the revision of unequal treaties, is one of sur-
passing significance.

The Chinese people, without exception, so far as I have observed, are at
one in this sentiment. The students, held largely responsible, are merely the
most highly sensitized part of the population. This nationalistic self-conscious-
ness has been slowly forming for many years, more recently with amazing
celerity ; but it formed into a ferment of vivid and violent energy immediately
on hearing of the shooting affray in Shanghai on May 30th. It has become
highly organized and is quite articulate. It is a striking instance of real
democracy, this sheer, unmitigated rule of the whole people on a living issue,
with all the idealism and all the dangers of such a situation.

If this same passionate emotion can be applied with equal earnestness to
the internal reforms and local self-government which China needs, it augurs
hopefully for the future of the young Republic of China, just as it has its roots
deep in their age-long past. Mencius, four centuries before Christ, justified the
people in revolting against the tyrant who, in their quaint phrase, had
exhausted the will of heaven. The tyrant, in the present case, is the combina-
tion of foreign powers keeping China in subjection by their treaties.

Another aspect of this popular feeling suggested by the reference to
China’s great sage is that the emotion which has so stirred that people springs
from the soul of the nation which, more than any other perhaps in human

1 An address given at the opening session of the Conference on American Relations with

China, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md., September 17, 1925,
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history, has always been primarily concerned with moral issues. The philos-
ophy of China is moral philosophy. Its history is the study of moral causes
and consequences. Its culture deals with ethical values. The Chinese may not
always live up to their own high standards, but at any rate their basic interest
is in human behavior, and they possess to a remarkable degree an instinet for
appraising it. Their indignation over the recent occurrences and those pent-up
grievances brought afresh to their attention by these occurrences, is not in their
own thought anti-foreign as such; it is moral Their plea is based upon the
essential rightness of their case.

A realization of the dominant influence of public opinion in China to-day
clarifies for us in several ways the task of this Conference. For one thing, it
ought to unite in a common effort the various groups of Americans interested
in China, for whether that interest be as government officials, as business men,
as missionaries and their supporters, as publicists, as travelers, or merely as
triendly observers, we all desire and we depend for our success upon the good
will of the Chinese people. This means that public opinion must be convinced
of the sincerity and the high principles which govern all of our dealings with
their country. The danger is that we may be divided by practical as against
idealistic or altruistic considerations, whereas I contend that the only practi-
cal course of action is to win by fair and frank and fearless friendliness the
trust and the respect of that great people.

It is only to put the same idea with another emphasis to insist as a second
consideration that in the present situation force is entirely futile. To attempt
to protect our interests or to enforce our policies by military or naval power
would merely inflame further the already highly excited national mind. If
we were dealing with a firmly established government, this time-honored expe-
dient of our western world might achieve something, But it is of no avail
when the nominal government could not accede to any demands upon it
which the popular will would not approve. The very weakness of the Chinese
political organization is the strength of the Chinese position. The Chinese
have weapons—economic boycotts, strikes, and in general non-cooperation—
which can accomplish more than all the armies and gun boats which might
be sent against them, weapons incidentally more humane and civilized than
our own. And the Chinese are fully conscious of their power.

A third implication, in a time when public opinion is regnant, is that it
becomes abnormal with delayed remedial action. It is aggravated by rumor;
newspapers cater to it by prejudiced editorials and often by deliberately false
news items. It is exploited by propagandist agencies. The condition becomes
pathological. We need only recall our own war psychology. This is now tak-
ing place on a huge scale in China and becoming worse with the passing of
time. It is nearly four months already since May 30. The problem is becoming
one not merely of settling the issues involved on their intrinsic merits, but also
of first breaking through the crust of suspicion and embittered disillusionment
which has been hardening through an entire summer.

To have made as yet no gesture of sympathy as governments, to have given
no expression of regret over the recent fatalities, or of readiness to help in
remoying the provocation for similar happenings hereafter, seems from their
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Oriental viewpoint to reveal that attitude which they have feared and of which
busy and plausible propagandists have been warning them; an attitude on our
part of Nordic superciliousness, of imperialistic and capitalistic exploitation,
of self-seeking domination on a white man’s planet. Do not misunderstand me.
I am not making any reflection upon our government, but am merely trying to
interpret to you what seems to me to be the Chinese point of view. We have
not, when all has been said, dealt with occurrences on the soil of Asia in the
Oriental way. Had conditions been reversed, China would have treated Britain
in a very different manner. There would have been some sort of prompt and
courteous expression of regret and of a desire for proper settlement. It is
worth our notice that Japan has done that very thing and that the anti-Japa-
nese activities apparently are becoming more and more perfunctory.

This leads to the fourth implication which seems to me to lie in the pres-
ent situation, one in which public opinion is dominant, and that is that the
Chinese have always emphasized the amenities of life. Alike in private and
in public relations courtesy is never forgotten. In any issue between friends,
the thing that is done is always of less importance than the way in which it
is done. Lack of manners is literally immoral. The observance of propriety
as Confucius taught them reveals the true inwardness of the man’s spirit.
Now applying all of that to the matters we are to discuss, our blunt straight-
forward Anglo-Saxon psychology occupies itself at once with the realities of
a higher customs tariff, the danger to foreign life and property if extraterri-
toriality were suddenly canceled, the real estate and other monetary issues
in the foreign concessions, and so on. To the Chinese these are first of all sym-
bols of spiritual and human values. The actual and immediate realization of
all these demands is to the great majority of them a matter of entire indiffer-
ence except in so far as it furnishes a process by which we of the west may
demonstrate our genuine friendliness, treating the Chinese people racially and
politically as equals and even the Chinese Government as potentially what
we and they alike desire it to be.

In adjusting the details, the Chinese will be entirely reasonable and for-
bearing, once we have shown a disposition to treat them as equals and to trust
them. But we must show that disposition first, and do it with courtesy and
cordiality, not with condescension or as of compulsion. This means perhaps
that we must in a certain sense take a venture of faith, all the more daring
because so long delayed.

If all this seems to be visionary pro-Chinese sentimentalism, let me only
remind you of the one alternative and of what would happen if that vast pop-
ulation became, as it easily can, anti-American, which would mean in effect
anti-foreign, with the exception perhaps of one or two nations immediately
adjacent to China.

This leads me to speak of the fifth and last implication in the present situ-
ation, which is that the Chinese, as other speakers have already pointed out,
feel a peculiar friendliness toward America, and that the American people have
an equally genuine friendliness toward them, and on the whole a disinterested
good will toward China. The splendidly hopeful and easy thing about the
problem is that all we need to do is to make articulate and forceful the state
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of mind and heart which we already have. The Chinese are waiting with a
certain eager, frightened expectancy for us to act—eager because of what they
have learned to believe of us; frightened because the disillusionment would be
crushing. They wonder whether we are going to maintain a position of amia-
ble inactivity, compromising with the other powers so as to have a united
China policy, or whether we will lead in an act of aggressive good will even
though it costs us something.

Our response to their desire seems to me to be the supreme question in
what may otherwise become an impending cataclysm. The situation is unde-
niably full of menace but the menace will be in our failure to take the initia-
tive. A reform of international relations with China can be effectively medi-
ated only through the United States. Great Britain has lost the chance to do
generously and graciously what will ultimately be forced upon her. This is
our superlative opportunity. Not only so, but I for one am convinced that once
the Chinese demands have been properly understood and safeguarded, as the
Chinese people would be foremost in insisting should be done in actually
putting them into effect, American opinion will agree that those demands are
reasonable and righteous. Even though we should have to stand some loss of
property or even of life, it would be a small price to pay for the infinitely
larger gains.

The scientific inventions of our age are forcing China and all the other
nations to live together and to interact upon one another with a new intimacy.
Is this life together and this interaction to be friendly or hostile?

Best and most important of all, such a policy on our part would help and
hearten the Chinese people to employ in internal reforms that same national
gelf-consciousness which has been awakened by recent foreign issues, and
which the Chinese people are at least as anxious to bring about as any of their
foreign friends.

The best way to help China put her own house in order is for us first to
remove the humiliations and the handicaps in her foreign relations and thus
to strengthen the morale and to stimulate the finer urgings of that great people
with their noble traditions and their many lovable qualities.
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THE CRRSIS IN CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION

Recent happenings in China have had serious
consequences for Christian schoolse. They are at pre-
sent perhaps the feature of Christian effort in the
country most vigorously discussed and most attentive-
ly observed both in China and abroad. specially 1s
this true of the colleges and univernities. Thiey have
been singled out for hostile eriticism and legislative
restrictions in anti-Christian agltations and are being
attacked by some even of their fellow Christian workers
as disloyal to evangelical truth and & hindrance to the
cause of pure religion. Between these two extremes
there are questionings and complainte, anxietles and
forebodings, whether among sympathetic friends and
supporters, their own students and alurni, or the
Chinese and foreign public. By western resildents
in China they are bitterly denounced as chiefly responsible
for recent disorders and as hot beds of Bolshevism which
is a convenient term for all movements that tend to dis- .
turb the established order, just as more than one of
_them has been instanced in the inflammatory propaganda
of the Comnunist Party as among the institutions that
must by all means be destroyed. Their plants being
among the most conspicuous and commodious in the cenires
of Nationalist advance have when occupied or damaged
led to misgivings as to the wisdom of such expensive
forms of educational work. The demand from public opinion
and every governing group that Christian schools be re-
gistered and the requirement that there be no compulsoxry
attendence on religious worship or required religious
courses in the curriculum have foreced some of them into
an embarsssing dilemma and inw lved them all in criticlsm
from one or another point-of-view according to the
golution arrived at in each case. Less obvious but
none the less real grounds of dissatisfaction are found
in the inability to provide vocational training that
gives economic relief to students and their families
or thet has social or religious benefit to the nationg
the inadequate library, laboratory and other equipment
in comparison with government and other private schools
or standards accepted in other countriess; the inferior
quality of Chinese teaching when the nationalistic
impulse has revived interest in their cultural heritage,
and the lack of resources for gtrengthening the Chinese
personnel on the staffy the controversial lssues in-
volved in teaching accoréing to accepted modern gelentific
methods and results while in hermony with religious faithy
the failure to supply in larger numbers and of finer
quality trained workers or active laymen to the organized
Christian churches.

Some of these weaknesses of the Christian Col~
leges are due to historical causes. They were founded
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The Production of Writers

J. L. STUART

question is being asked so frequently that there must be a rather
wide-spread feeling of dissatisfaction. The fact that THE
REcORDER is giving an entire issue to the problem is evidently
an attempt to make articulate such misgivings and the desire that causes
and remedies be seriously studied. One hesitates to make comments,
not only because the situation is baffling and complex and with many
features of which we outsiders must be in ignorance, but also because
to do anything more than engage in pious generalities is to appear critical
of one’s seniors and colleagues and to invite similar criticisms.  This
article will consist of a few jottings confessedly giving only a partial
and perhaps a one-sided point-of-view but from an intense conviction
that within this narrow range will be found one explanation at any rate
why our Christian literature has not been proving more successful.

1. Literature of every conceivable type is being produced and read.
One is constantly amazed at the scope, the newness and the significance
of the topics treated; the information and ardor with which they are
discussed; the variety of forms in which they appear; and the enormous
circulation of many of these periodicals and books. There is a vast
veading public in China and its rapacious demand is being skilfully
supplied with what appeals to its taste. :

2. The recent reforms have increased not only the constituency of
those who can read, but the expressive capacity of the literary vehicle.
Modern simplified writing is a much more delicate as well as democratic
medium for thought than the old wen-li. The mass education movement
with its one-thousand characters is immensely enlarging the number of
those who can read. If the phonetic script grips popular imagination it
will carry the circle out wider yet. The leaders of the “literary revolu-
tion” generously acknowledge that it was the translators of the Bible
into the then despised colloquial who blazed the way in the face of
scorn and ridicule for what they have now achieved, and the gifted young
promoter of Mass Education caught the vision while in Christian service
for labor battalions in France and doubtless draws inspiration still from
his religious faith. Al such progress is in harmony with Christian ideals
and we may never know how much of it has been due in the past to the
indirect influence of Christian work. But in its present manifestation
and development it is at least independent if not contemptuous of any
efforts of ours. '

3. The time has passed when the Christian agencies were the sole
purveyors of new knowledge. The large number of returned students

w HAT is the matter with Chinese Christian literature? This
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and of others locally educated have access to whatever learning there is
in Japan and the West and are rapidly making this available in their own
language. Any adventitious benefit we may once have had in being
able to mediate the wonders of western culture is now shared with natives -
of the country, many of whom are better qualified for the task than are
we, It is a far cry from the time when Dr. Young J. Allen startled:
ccmplacent mandarins with radical ideas about the rights of women to
the charge now made that Christianity keeps womanhood in bondage.
The new learning is freely drawn upon to demonstrate that religion no
longer has any meaning for life and is on the whole harmful. Thus
stripped of all incidental advantages and among a people rapidly acquiring
all the general information we possess, our one remaining function is to
witness to the validity and value of our Christian faith and to transmit
the knowledge that makes for strengthening the Christian community.

4. The production of Christian literature continues to be hampered
with all the difficulties inherent in a foreign propaganda. The continued
cmployment of westerners is a handicap. It involves almost without
exception the use of native writers with the consequence according to
scholarly Chinese that even under the best conditions the style lacks the
Aavor of original writing and bears the impress of foreign influence.
The ideas and arguments and emphases and standards are those which
we think ought to appeal to Chinese and not always those that actually
do. They claim that the very binding and general get-up of a Christian
hook at once discloses its origin. The great majority of these are still
(ranslations or compilations of works written by and for those with a
very different background and outlook from people in China.

5. These natural disadvantages are much aggravated at present by
the theological divergences among missionaries which apparently render
impossible any united action. No general agency aiming to serve the
whole Christian cause can function freely for fear of offending con-
servative or liberal sentiment or of being accused of advocating some
particular doctrines important to our western minds. This paralyzes all
concerted effort in a common problem and gives color to the charge that
our religion is incurably controversial. But the most serious effect is
that it tends to stifle the expression of Chinese religious thought. No
organization exists for publishing their writings in which they do not
fcar that considerations to which they are indifferent or do not under-
stand must control their acceptance. Vital literature must be sponta-
" neous and untrammeled.

6. Perhaps a more fundamental factor is the difference of opinion
as to the missionary objective under present changed conditions. In the
carly days it was missionaries who produced all the literature in use, and
well did many of them do their work as the results have shown. There
will still be needed certain technical books involving special knowledge
for which forcigners are best qualified.  But speaking gencrally has not
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the time come for a shift of emphasis from that of creating literature to
that of creating the conditions under which Chinese will be stimulated to
write? Or rather should not the emphasis have been shifted long since
and are we not now suffering the natural consequences of our failure to
do so? Writing must be done out of living personal experience to have
any punch, and in nothing is this more true than in matters of religion.
The conditions have existed only to a very limited degree in which Chinese
could have written what was their very own and had the qualities to com-
mend it to other Chinese. [If the growing nationalistic consciousness
of this people has any lesson for us it is that hereafter Christian
truth must be conveyed to them through a literary medium that is freely
and genuinely Chinese. We westerners are so masterful, so aggressively
in earnest, that all unconsciously we have dominated and dictated and
decided until now we find our busy and well-meant productivity stored
in go-downs or distributed only by dint of our highly organized efficiency,
while the public devours reading matter of all sorts, propagandist and
otherwise, which has the label of native goods.

7. Can there not also be some improvements in method? Good
literature usually springs out of contact with life. It must be hard for
anyone, Chinese or foreigner, to sit in an office and grind it out to order.
One extremely useful type of writing could be produced in our univer-
sities by Chinese who were not overburdened with teaching and other
duties and had adequate library facilities. Their lectures and studies as
well as their constant association with colleagues and students would
furnish the stimulus for creative work. This has been what happened
in the great productive periods in the West and is still the source of per-
haps the larger proportion of our religious literature. It is precisely
what is happening in China now where the New Thought Movement traces
its origin almost exclusively to the writings of university professors.
Jut we are so under the spell of the quantitative standard, so driven by the
urge to secure immediate results, so enmeshed in the whirl of the machin-
ery we have built up, that the Chinese working with us are drawn per-
force into the same system.  Unless one is visibly busy with the maximum
amount of teaching hours or assigned duties he feels himself to be
wasting his time. We are trying to carry on so extensive a program that
we cannot afford to have men who spend their hours in merely reading
and thinking, nor to devote our money merely to provide them with
magazines and hooks. This is one reason why the most high-minded
returned students shrink from positions in our mission colleges. Tmagine
in contrast the Oxford tradition or the fruitful scholarship possible to
teachers in any American theological school. | Tmagine again what might
he accomplished if we used our small resources so that there were a few
such places even in China. Another natural stimulus to Christian literature
vibrant with life has always been in the active ministry. How many of
our own most worth while religious books have grown out of the sermons
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or Bible Class outlines of those who had no thought at the time of putting
these to any other use.  But here again we are not creating the conditions
that foster such production. Whether from fear of hindering self-
support or for other reasons we continue to employ men of mediocre
talents and little learning who could not write what their people would
read or know only how to reproduce what they have been taught by their
foreign masters. Our planning in terms of quantity and extent and the
consequent lack of funds for the intensive training and use of better
men is keeping out of Christian work those who might be qualified to
write and the small number of those whom we have are too constantly
called upon to leave them much leisure or spirit for such effort.

8. Meanwhile if we really care enough about it we can do our
part by trying to furnish the framework: and the facilities. We can
keep on thé alert for every really promising student and see that some-
how he has the chance for sufficient education. We can improve the
teaching of Chinese in all our schools. We can consolidate our activities
so that money is released and potential writers are given time and tools
for literary work. We can encourage them by suggestion and by help
in the publication and circulation of what they write. Above all else
we can demonstrate our trust in them and in the guidance of God’s living
Spirit by leaving them absolutely free to write the truth as they have
seen it out of their personal religious experience and with their racial
heritage reinforced by the fullest possible acquaintance with all other
human knowledge and thought.  Only then will they write with passionate
conviction and persuasive effect. Tt may not conform-to our preconcep-
tions. but it will have life in it. After all our stewardship of faith
consists not so much in trying to assure ourselves that the content of our
western ecclesiastical forms is carried over into Chinese thinking as in
inspiring them to venture on experiments of living in the confidence that
God’s presence and power can thus be gloriously proven. Out of such
glowing experience will come the literature wanted. There are indica-
tions of such independent efforts already. Even 4hen, as in the case of
the series of pamphlets on Christianity in the light of Buddhist teaching
by Mr. Chang Ch'un-yi, there are strictures on our imperfect under-
standing of our faith and an interpretation that may seem to us erratic,
we can still welcome it as the stirring of new life that will sooner or
later correct itself. We can also welcome the diatribes of the anti-religious
groups as challenging Chinese Christians to such ringing defence of their
faith as could only be composed under the stress of such attacks. The
almost religious enthusiam of the Intellectual Awakening in its various
phases—including the present assault on organized Christianity—is an_
arnest of the latent religious interest of the Chinese people and of the
splendid potentialities in Chinese Christians to interpret the Religion of
Jesus in writings in harmony with their national genius while preserving
all the abiding values of our common Faith.
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THE FAULTS, THb FUNCTION, AND THE FUTURE UF MIGSIONARY

BDUCATION

J. Leighton Stuavk

In attempting to write on the subject of miesionary education in Chine, one who 1is him-
self engaged in it is conscious of his own inability to see it impartially in its true
perspective. The writer is on the other hand so heartily in sympathy with the
nationalistic impulse now sweeping through Chinese student thought that he is not
surprised at the resentment and foreboding with which this educational program by aliem
peoples is being carried on in defisnce of or at ierst with scant consideration for the
ideas of Chinese nationaiists. Such awskening interest in the subjeot as is now being
revealed by public-spirited leaders, even though critical and hostile, ought to be
valusble first of all in heiping those responsible for the conduct of mission schools
to underst:nd better the Chinese view-point and so to reform their poiicies that these
institutions may become more acceptable to the people for whom and in whose land they
heve been established. Diepassionute study of the matter in its origins and tendencies
should also lead thinking Chinese to an appreciation of the motives and aims that
underiie it and to am inquiry ss to what extent these cen contribute to the progress of
their nation, in what ways they may become & menace, snd how the sbiding values in the
movement can be preserved while sloughing off those festures that are undesirable.

First of ali, it should be clearly recognised that the urge to the founding of these
gohools, as indeed to whole missionary enterprise, has been purely reiigious. It has
not been prompted by poiitical or commereisl expioitation. Looking baok to the earlier
arguments and ideas that inspired it, much will appear, not cn.iy to Chinese but also to
us the successors of those pioneers, as due to a naive sense of raciel superiority or an
ignorant contempt for other and older civilizations. The presence of missionaries and
the effects of their work have been at times utilized by governments end treders, just
as misslonaries have too often profited by privileges they could ciaim ss citizens of
the western Powers. But we mise the point and confuse the issue if we fail to reunlize
that the only incentive both for those who have entered such service and for those

who support them in it has been religious belief. If this died out the supply alike of
funds and of workers would at once dry up. Practically nc money is contributed to this
cause nor does any one offer his life for it except from religious interest. 1 am not
now defending either the history of the movement nor the faith upon which it rests, but
am simply susserting n fact. It seems to me importsnt because in & time of intense
nationalistic feeling there is a dsnger of streseing out of proportion the racinl ae
agsinet the religious aspects of the probiem.

A reanlization that these schools have been estsbiished as a reiigious duty heips also
in explaining their wesknessecs. Theme sre more of them than can be efficiently main-
tained and properiy equipped with the aveilabie resources. Muny of the teachers lisack
teohnical preparation. There should have been morel vocational emphseis. There hus
been little correlation or broad planning among them. They szre deficient in Chinese
subjects znd in the number and quality of Chinese teachers. The required cissses in
Religion and the compulsory sttendsnce on reiigious services have often been perfunctory
or dull and these have been too much relied upon, not infrequently producing the
opposite results from those intended. Toleration clauses in the tresties have lulled
the heuads of these schools into an attitude of indifference to registr:tion under
Chinese iaw and acceptence of those staundards which the Government would enforce if it
were ablé. But these and other faults in miseion education which will readily euggest
themselves to my readers are lsrgely the consequence of narrow though earnest and
devoted religious propagsndists, split up into denominaticns due to historical causes
which while meaningless to Chinese snd almost equally so th their own members stiil
function as independent organizatiocns., Much that appears to Chinese as imperislistic
domination is really due to & perhaps wooden end unimaginative but none the less
conseientious sense of faithful stewsrdship to & encred trust. It shouid also be




remembered that meny of these schocls were sthrted when there were no others, &nd
however poor,were the best that then existed and in some inetances at least as good as
at thet time there was sny need for. The rapid growth of government education hue
brought in s« new stendard of comparison to which the wission schocls have been slow in
adjusting themseives. Uith specinl reference to those schools established by Americmns,
Chinese students in the States wili 'probably agree with me that they reflect exzggerated
charscteristics of fmerican life such ee the emphssis on efficiency, the securing of
imuediate snd tengibie resuits, successful cempstition, the fetish of quantity end
bigness, the instinct for enleesmsnghip. These excesses of contemporary Aimerican
sotivity have been unconsoiously earried intc the aphere of religlous propagunds by
those whe heave grown up in such sn environment. Chinese readers will not fril to see
the humor in the situstion.

1t is not overstating the cuse to axy thst practicslly all of those responsible for these
schools look forward to the time when they will becowe Chinese in the personnel of their
sdministrative control and teaching staff, in their supperting constituencies snd legel
relstionships, in the content of their eurrieuls snd their entire atmosphere. True
enough, those in charge have been too absorbed in the problems just shead toc give much
thought @8 to how or when thie objective is to be resiized, There is but slight evidence
of far-sighted construetive planning to thie end. MNone the less it ie unquestiopsbly the
intention of all concerned, and recent developments have been useful in foreing the
issue. This means that as the foreign factor in the schecls is reduced snd they beccme
more compietely Chinese the questicns of their function and their future will sssume &
different aspect. The foreign genesie of these institutions wiil thue greduslly fade
out of view and they will teke thelr place &s private sohools on & religlcus bagie
dependent upon the policy of the Republic of Chines and the endorsement of its pecple.
What pow looms sc prominently as the {nternetionsi or foreign relation of these schools is
only in u sense esccidental sand of peesing significance.

It wouid seem to me that the mors fundumental questions which patriotic Chinese should
be asking themselves are such as these. Shou'd there be say plame for private schools or
should there be only & governmen t-controlied system? 1f private schocls are to be
permitted, should they include all grades, or to which of the following should they be
limited - elementsry, secondary, collegiate, profesgsionsl and graduate? Are schools on
& reiigious busis, if entirely private in charscter and conforming to all government
requirements, necess rily harmful to the best progress of the natien or oan they beccme
& unique und benefiocial factor in such progress? Ie Religion itself outworn and
diseredited by modern knowledge, or does 1t spring from and minister to continuing
realities in human iife? Should Edueation be entirely liberzted from relighous inter-
ference or is Religion part of the fullest and finest development of person-iity and
therefore an element in all complete education? I1f Religion is feared as econtroversiel
snd conservative or as complicating the undistracted eenrch for Truth, is it best to
nuliify its infiuence by Force, prohibiting all sehcola on = religious basis, or should
this be left to the free choice of sach group in ap enlightened democrney?

A seientific study of questions such as these will be of help in forming en opinion
regsrding the cutlook for mission or churoh schools. Personally, I am convinced that

the existence in imerica of both government and private schoola hus enriched and
etimuiated educational iife in that country snd hes made for a much more libersl and
diversified typs of training. I belleve the esme will prove true of Chins where the
vastness of the tusk requires sll that governmend and private efforts alike cen contribute
and when the inherited tolerance and soeial instinctis of the pebple would resist
regimentation under a single iron-clad system by the Government. It would sgeem that the
Government shouid st first put ite msin ewphssis upon primary schools and that thie is
where the severest restrictions shouid be piaced upen all private schemes. Next in order
would naturally come the middle schools, juniow colleges and normul scheoles. The largest
freedom ought to be encouraged in the founding snd raintensnce by private efforts of
coliegee and universities, of technioni snd resesrch institutes. The more such private
institutione the bester, provided only they have high seademiec standards and real scademic
freedom. They sbou.d serve admirably to suppiement the goverament system and %W provide
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s wide range of selection for mature students to enter scocording te their verious
aptitudes or aims.

Now &s tc the vexed guestion of the piace of Christiun education in China. There are
brosdly speaking only two phiioscphies of human life, the naturaiistic and the
gpiritual interpretations of the Universe. The history of thought for the past two
thousund years would indicate that the latter of these wili always huve & large pro-
portion of earnest and able advocates and that it wili tend to become more or less
inclusively - if not exclusively - Christien. The history of worsals for the seme
period would also revesl thet muny of the finer urgings of the human spirit and the
inspiretion to the highest ethical idesls and achievements epring from the Religion of
Jesus. Furthermeve, the scientific inventione snd consequent world - contects of our
age sre binding the nations into such intimney spd intersotion that no one of them

can ay .ouger iive unto itself or protect its people from what is known or believed in
eny ctber. If by abregation of existing treaties and effectively erganized boycotts
every missicn scheol in China were closed forever, there would still be Chinese
religious movements that sconer or iater would take over the dominant ideas cf
Christiug belief snd incorporate them in the nntion's iife. There is also the denger
that they weuid not diseriminate between its viate bie truth and the
accidentunl or anteyusted fenture m ite Europesn enyironment.
The deciine of morals =mong the Jhe bresk-down of the oid
sencticns in every country and tc the .. in meterial interests -
gigns of which are not lacking in Chinsz thougn g yet than in the western
world = will probebly lead in time W a fresh emphusis ... the religious element in
wducation under purely Chinese initistive. Attenpls to inhibit any such religious
impulse, as sre now belng mede in Russia, would not coniy be conirary w the traditional
Cuiness spirit of toleraticn snd the golentific sttitude of free experimentation, but
would perhsps have the usual effect of persecution in etimuiating religicus zenl. IF,
therefore, Reilgion ie (in some form) e continuing element in human life - cr at suny
rate one that cannot be erushed cut by governmentel tyranny or by the oprosition of
groups of intelligentsia - would it not be better that in China it be guided Ly lesders
with the breadth snd sanity of outlook and the rigid discipline of scientific method
thet ie the fruilt of university training rather then lesving it to the irresporsibdble
epotions of uneducated enthusiasts? 1f I may be permitted & perscnul referecce, one
of my fondest dresms for Yenching University is that it wilil huve & School of Feliglon
in which sn incressing proyertion of Chinese teschers, faud iiar with the noble heritage of
their own great pust snd trained in the best theologicul scholursuip of the Vest, will
interpret the real Religion of Jesus w their people in terms tssed on thelr poraonsl
reiigious experionce, in harmony with twentieth century kucwliedge, end snecording te
the raneial genius of the Chinese people, stripped of all the useless sooretions thut
sre expleined by circumstances in sestern history. In such an instence - and 1 am
using it as un illustrsticon - whst we missionaries should endeaver to supply are the
facilities and the freedom for scholarly snd consecrated work on the part of Chinese
teschers whe huve the confidence of the Chinese pubiie.

The iliustration just used bringe us back to the crucial issue of miseivnary educstion.
For whatever may be our theoretiesl opinions concerning & purely Chinese system of
Christian schools, we are facing, in the famous phrase of Grover Cleveland, & condition
not 4 theory. The fset is thst the schools are now largely gtaffed and controllied by
foreigners end if they are to live at 211 must for some time yet be .isrgely supported
by foreign money. lesnwhile the faaming inte existence of & new nstional self-
consciousness, further aroused by the recenl cccurrences in Shanghei snd elsewhere, hes
revea.ed en unomslous situstion which the missionaries at sny rate hed not clearly
appreciated vefore, snd for which neither they nor the Chinese of the present are
primarily responsible. It is & glituation naturaily quite galilng o patrictic Chinese
and must be remedied. To begin-with, the treaties ought to be so revised as to cencel
heresfter »ll special privileges for fereigners engsged in religious work. I for one
confidently hupe and expect that thie +11) be done. 1f the schools are tc be continued
it ought to be in conformity with Chinese law and with the approval of Chinese publiec
opinion.
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Whet next? It seems to the writer that there are only two reslly possible sclutions.

The first ie & thoroughgoing effort to get rid of the schools once snd forever. UHhatever
heppens to the preecut treatles, the Chinese people hove it in their power to sceompiish
this. & netion-wide boyecott would resuit of ccurse in temporsrily closing them and would
go dishenrten the foreign teschers that wost of them would probably retire without deiay.
Fot only sv, but the funde for thelr waintensace are chiefly contributed frem year to
yesr end these wouid cromptly begin to cease, In freil this effect ie alrezdy being felt
in Ameriea. Such 4 soiution wouid eliminate the ‘esue entirely snd would ensure that the
youth ¢f China studled in Chinese schools witbout irritsting interference from Europe and
America, but it wouid be 2 tltter disappointuent tuv muny in those ccuntriee who had tried
to do their bit for China snd it would leave behind & trail &f bad feeling on both pides.
However, the Chinese wouid be fully and unquestionsbly within thelr rights in taking this
sotion. What would be the egquity in property settiements is of emsll importance where
the humarn aud spiritusl interesis were nll ghattered. The tuildings could be sppro-
prianted by Chineee, or destroyed, or stend ss monuments to idealietic folly. The other
golution, und the cne that I aw convinced ig the best for sll ccncerned, is that the
Chinese cuoperste with mission sgencies in weking these instituticns ncceptabie to their
people aud really beneficlel. They wou!d find the miszionaries surprisingly resdy to
meet their deeires. For, however, ue miepionuries heve been quilty of crudities end
vigotries and unintelligent narrow-vieioned conceptions of our task, we do after all

wint to serve the best interests of China. The real teet ¢f our sttitude is not so much
the history of western deallnge with Ceinw ze whether #e who are now responsible respond
in & truiy Christian way to the present demande of the Chinese people. We ropresent a
large smount of goodwill expreseed in money snd in teaching service which cen be
eapitslized by the Chincse W their cen adventage. The more quickly sad completely the
institutions beccme Chinese, the more Lappy wiil those »ho now maintain them be. The

sim is essentially the same ocn beth sides. What lie pneeded is more frank and sympathetic
putual understsnding. If the fuulte suggeated earlier in this article nre to be
corrected, pressure from Chinese sources #4111 be more effective than anything else.
Sometimes it moy be necessary for this pressure to teke drastic forms, whereess agein &
little kindly sdviee may be sufficient. Fepecially ought ths control and the adreinistrative
positions to be in Chinese hands ne rapidly as quelified individunls cen e secursd, snd
the schouis be registered under snd subject to the Chinese educstional authorities.

Pven as this bsccumes realiced I see no reason #hy they should not continue to receive
Pinsncial cesistance from sbroad, Indeed, this ahould spply to private schcols which
never have been under forelgn control or committed to =ny religicus basis, I know of one
guch institution plunning sn sppesl in Amerios now, and 1 hope it will be most successful,
ag it deserves to be.

The Curistian schoois - reduced perhaps in numper and extent, and otherwise reformed -
ought if wipely mansged, so far from denationalizing, to be radiating centres for a
higher nationniism xad fitting in with the whole Chinese educstionel structure o
renain through the sowlng years monuments of the Priendly ralations between those
Chinese and those foreigners who alike beiieved in international goodwill, and in the
universality of truth. In thlas high adventure, spenrking 1 beileve for my colleagues

and certainly from my own heart, I lo¥ite the cooperation of the students of Caina,m
whose service I am gladly spending my life, and in whose glowing idenligm lies the chief
gource of hope for China.




T em prateful for the opportunity the editors of tha Yenching
Weekly have given me to have a part in the special number commemorating
the third anniversary of ite publication. After geveral not very sati%w
factory experiments in publiahing e collere periodicsl, the Wweekly has
now established itsell as what promises to be & permanent and veluable
feature of our college life.

"1 ghould like to say something shout our University itself as an
experiment in idealism, and to share with your readers my thoughte as to
what it is +ht our Yniversity is really trying to achileve, in tha hoye
that we can all work %together hereafter with 8 more clearly defined and

enthusiastically believed in common PurpPoOLe.

Yenching University stands as & Christian College establishnd by various

British snd Americen Missionary Societies. Howevar, recent currents of
thought in China and nationalistic developments make it extremely import-
ent that we all of us understaond more clearly what are the specific aims
which are implied.

Prom mv personal gtandpoint Yenching University is Christisn in the
gense of attempting to interpret to the podpla of China the way of Life
of Jesus, and 1ite arplication to prezent day Chiness conditions. In 80
far #s 1 succesds will tie experiment have become & demonstration,

This can perhaps best be done by attempting to 1ive ip all of our mutual
relationshirs and common interests according to the prineiples and spirit
of Jesus, and it is in this respect that we are not in an experimental
stage, or in an adventure of faith.

Avoiding genernlities and indulging in the intimate style of writing
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ﬁormitted on an occasion like this, I might refer to some of those concrete
ideal, which lie closest to my own heart:

(1) The New Campus, Taking as a starting point seven years ago when

our new name wae first adopted and the present administration began to
'aot, the only material possessions or even prospects that we had were the
1and and buildings at K'uei Chia Ch'ang. We have actually spent to date
on our new grounds two and one haif millions of dollars, and shall pro-
bably inerease this to three million dollars in the newr future. There
hes been about a corresponding increase in our annual budget. We still
need a great deal more money, both for the new campus, and to provide
adequately for our current expenses. It is not the money but the signi-
ficence of it to which I am now calling attention. This money has been
given, almost all of it, im America, by people Who believed in our pur-
pose as above described, and who have no selfish interest in it what-
ever; most of them will never even see Or have any connection with our
new campus. Not a dollar of it has been given because of any commercial
or political benefit to the doners as individuals or to the country to
which they belong, and when, as we hope will be the case before very

long, the institution will have passed over completely into Chinese

control, it will be with the consciousness that all money given by

friende in the Weet has been purely on this basis, This same motive
has controlled every one who has helped in the by no means essy tesk of
securing these gifts. Our material possessions are, therefore, an evi-~
dence of the dynemic value of a high ideal, and are an encouragement to
the hope that, however difficult the completion of our program may seem
to be, these same ideals can be counted on in seecuring further gifts not
only from the West but increasingly in China.

(2) International Fellowship. The second phase of our experiment

is in cooyperation between Chinese and Western people despite their
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different backgrounds and racial emphases. On ‘the Taculty we shall soor
have about half and half, with no racial discrimination in the filling
of any office except that in general wherever there are no reasons to the
contrary we seek to have Chinese lesdership.

To have kept our harmony at a time of violent racial antagonisms, such
as during the past twelve months, is & not unimportant demonstration of the
wey in which peorle of different races who share in common ideals can work
together happily and with & better total result than if either group had
been been working by itself,

geven yvears ago most of the tenchers were Western, and as I recall,
there were only two returned studente on the staff, We now have at least
thirty if we include those definitely engaged for next session, And what
is more to the point they are in the institution from the same motive a8
inepired the foreigners. Wwe hope that the relations‘betwean the students

and their teachers of all netionalities will continue to be a8 friendly

a8 they are now and will enable all concerned to develop & broader and

better nationalism in consequerce. 1 am sure that we from the Weet are
more conscious of the faults of our countries and desire nobler gtandards
in their foreign policy bhecause of having had the henefit of the Chinese
point of view, and specifically that of our own gtudents., In such matters
we are all learning and experimenting together.

(3) The Blend of Cultures, It is only gtating the last point with

e slightly different emphasis to say that we are anxious for Yenching to
become in every sense thoroughly Chinese while eontinuing to possess
whatever values for Chinese 1ife the West can contribute. Our new
buildinge are an attempt to gvmbolize this ides with their Chinese ex=-
teriors and their Western equipment within,. Under present conditions
the best progress in the art of living and reel knowlidgo in .every field

of ntudy will soon begcome universal and much that we now descride as
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Western or Chinese will soon cease to he so. None the less, every nation
should meintain certain characteristics or its own culture and absorbd
or adapt what has been discovered in other countries to its own use.
Yenching University is in China and for China/ It should become in the
truest sense a Chinese institution. We hope, therefore, that it will soon
be registered under the Ministry of Educatioﬁ, controlled and protected
by Chinese laws, under a Board of Managers of whom an inereasing number
will be Chinese, and with foreign teachers and executives continuing only
so long as they can render a real service. The University should oontinno
to be an effective process for embodying the best that the West has te
give to China, while at the same time interpreting Chinese culture and
present day Chinese aspiratione to the people of the West.

(4) The Search for Truth, In this we ought to be not unlike insti-

tutions of higher learning in all parts of the world. In all such, not
only is truth»impartad to t'e students, but continual progress is being
made in discovering new truth. Here in China Just at present it is
largely & matter of correlating knowledge in different flelds and apply-
ing it to existing needs, For instance there is the issue between science
and religion. The offering of the best courses we ocan give in both ‘sub-
jects means that we are actually experimenting as to whether or not there
ig a real conflict between the two, or whether the supposed conflict is
not rather due to misapprehensions on one side or the other. 3o far as

I understand the trend of thought in the West the time seems to have
rather passed f6r=imagin1ng that recent discoveries in various physical
sciences hgve in épy way discredited religious faith. If, howevsr, there
is to be any intgliigent expression of such faith in China it ought to

be in the light{bf all the knowledge thet can be obtained in all other

phases of Trﬁth}-}ﬂhat geems to me to be a far more timely subject of in-

quiry for ali forward looking Chinese students is the correlation of the
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universal and eternal values in Christian balief with the teachings of the
great Chinese sages and the gpiritual heritage of the Chinese race.
Before condemning or sceepting Christianity the Chinese ought to be able
to differentiate for themselves Jesus' way of life from the forms in which
this has been exprecsed by Western peorles ceused by their peculiar higtory
and environment. The quest for the truth about thiéxsupremaly important
faetor in humen life, and the interpretation of such truth ought to be
one of the most useful functions of such a University as ours.

(5) Vocational Education. To what extent can college study prepare

one for improving his own economic condition and that of his immediate
fumily,.as well as for contributing to the progress of the nation in this
respect? Ought Chinese studente to have a four years general course of
Arts and Sciences, and then go on with their professional study, or should
the Senior College be almost entirely vocationalized, while at the same
time, having certain Junior College courses of the msame type? What are
the specific vocational courses that Yenching should undertake to offer
because they oan most effectively realize our econtroling ideals?
Quostiona“of this type indicate one other way in which we are exyeriment-
ing. In general, it would seem to me thet as far as possible a student
should begin his occupational study with his junior year, end that from
then on both in undergraduate and graduate study he should be primerily
studying with his life work in view. This would seem to give proper
balance betwesn cultural and utilitarian education.

In such ways as have been suggested above we are united in an exper-

iment in living, the significance of which for China and for the world

at large will be apparent, Whether we succeed or not is not simply a
matter of the money we control or of administrative or éducational

technique. Students as well as teachers must share in the consciousness




of the experiment that has been undertaken and of the stakes which are
involved in our success or failure. Together we can promote an ideal com-
munity on our new campus, all of us living in a democratic society aypply-
ing our mutual relations and the way of 1life to witness to which the
institution has been founded. Students will, we hope, 80 completely cateh
the spirit of it that as they successively go out into active life they
will carry this spirit with them and in turn make it contagious elsewhere,

As we build together in these spiritusal ideals we can be at the same time

enlarging the material plant and beautifying the grounds so that in both

the spiritual and physical senses, We ghall be for some years yet engaged
in & creative task, believing that what now is in so many aspects in the
stage of experiment will become more and more a demonstration of the
reality and worth of the ideals we are now putting to the test, the mqst
eonvineing evidence of which will be the young men and women whom we can
through the coming years proudly claim as our graduates; those whose lives

will embody our Yenching motto: Preedom through Truth for Service..




SUMMARY BY DR. STUART /}%?
mental

The whole situation turns on an understanding gf “‘the Ohinese/éttitude.

As a result of years of exploitation, commercial, political and even
cultural, China has become sensitive and suspiclous of all foreigners.

She has a fecling that she 1s despised among nations, Such a

widespread attitude provides a fertile soil for the implantation

of the idea that all the Western Powers as well as Japan are predatory.
The Bolsheviks have not been slow to play upon this feeling and they

have to some extent been successful in fomenting bad feeling. But I

think her influence has been greatly exaggerated especially as regards the
part they played in the recent crisis,

However, if we show a sincere desire to treat China as an equal State
and have faith in her ultimate abilities to assume the responsibilities
necessary thereto we shall find that she will freely admit her present weal §
ness and cooperate in every way toward the accomplishment of internal :
reforms. But if we "rub it in" constantly by reminding her of her faults,
we shalli run up against a policy of non-cooperation that has been found
to be a most effective weapon,

Any other process is perfectly futile. Treaties have been wrung from
China in the past by the exhibition of superior military forces. Some
British merchants are trying to foree their governments to attempt this
again., In the past it has been a Central Chinese Government which has
yielded to pressure, But now there is no Bentral power. If ports were
blockaded and demands were made on the Government the latter would be
powerless to carry out the demands and the rest of China would only be
further inflamed. Through the weapon borrowed from India, that of non-
cooperation, China would retaliate.

In view of the possibllity of such a situation 1% 18 for us to make
clear the essentially sympathetic attitude of the American public to-
ward China. The Conference of October 26th will be watched with the
closest interest by the Chinese. If they discern in it some- °
thing they deem unfavorable to the principles for which they care so
much there may be serious consequences.
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CHINA'S PLACE ALONG WORLD POWERS

The decision of those in charge of this conventlon to
dnclude an address dealing specifically with China reveals a
penetrating insight into present=day world issues, For if
there is to be in the nesr future another Great War it widl be
provoked by conflicting interests not in Burope but in Asia
and most probably in China. Any serious effort, therefore,
to rerove the cause and curse of war must not fail to inquire
into the salient facts affecting China's relatidénship to the
rest of mankind. These I shall attempt to indicate 1n a series
of corments intended rather to stimulate the imagination than
to form a comprehensive statement.

1. The New Pacific Basin Fra. Two great American SeCe
retaries” of atate, wm. H. SBward and John Hay, successively
pointed out years ago, what has now become a commonplace,
that the great theater of humen events in the years that
1ie ahead will be around the shores of the Pacific Ocean and
+that the world'!'s-center of gravity has slowly shifted from the
Balkans, from the Persian Gulf, from India, on to China.
Somewhat more dramatically President Roosevelt described the
gathering of world movements in ancient times among the nations
that bordered on the Nediterranean, beginning with Babylon,
Bgypt, Persia, and Judea at the eastorn end, passing westward
to Greece and Rome and Spain, until ipn more modern times
these have taken place around the Atlantic, but that hereafter
they will be principally around the regions washed by the waves
of the Pacific. And the form these will take depends chiefly
uoon the mutual relations between the United States, China,
and Japan. These two countries are for us no longer the Far
East but the Near West, just as we are for them the Near Haste
Destiny, therefore, has brought to China in this eventful
period of human life the westward trend of economical import-
8NCEe o

; 2, The Antiguity of China. The reglization of the new

ere now dawning in which Chine will play so large a part gailns
plguant Interest from her long history. She is the oldest of

the nations. Her ancient culture survives in the 1ife ¢f &
people of remarkable mental and physical virility and largely
explains their continuous oxistence as a nation. The distinctive
quality of Chinese cilvilization is that it is based upon a social
morality which insists upon the proper behavior of individuals

in their mutual relations to one another. The things of greatest
importance in 1life, according to Confucius and accepted by all
Chinese, arc in the following order: Love, Righteousness,
Courtesy, Knowledge, and Trust. This noble philosophy of
humanism constitutes the greatness and glory of Chinese cultures




It recognizes no geographical or racial bounds, all under
Heaven heing of one family, a1l brothers within the four seas.
Tt is to the interest of all mankind that a civilization
concerned primarily not with material but with ethical values,
one which extols peace and harmony, be encouraged to rely upon
these forces as the really potent and abiding ones, and not
feel driven to abandon them and in gelf-protection adopt a
helief in militasry and naval strength. ‘

3. The Size of China. No one knows how many people there
really are in China. Lstimates vary from three hundred and
fifty to four hundred and fifty millions. hey constitute at
least one=fifth of the human race and occupy a territoy as
large as the United States, lexico, and Central America. This
is a population approximately equal to all of “urope, four
times our own, seyen times the size of Great Britain or Japan.
If the people of “hina were thought of as walking one by one
past the door of this building at the rate of ten a minute it
would take elghty years before the last of those now living
hed marched by. Here numbers is, however, not the significant
foature. What 1is significant is that thev are bound together
by a cultural solidarity which guarantees that however much
they be divided by internal strife they always will be, as far
ng other countries are concerned, a single homogeneous unite

4, Tconomic Potentialiticse. Vietory in war is becoming
primarily a matter ol Tinencial power. Not only so but any

war of the future - as Has perhaps always been more or less

the case = will be largely due to commercial irritations or
other economic causes. e aetual or potential resources of
China are therefore a pertinent subject of inguiry when the
aviodance of future international military conflicts is under
consideration. “hina 1s thought of as a poor country and this
is relatively true. +he masses are living in wretched poveryy.
But even now there is a great deal of money in China concen=-
trated in the possession of a small minority. The total amounts
that cen now bhe collect&d under any uniform system of governs
ment taxation or widely spread undertaking of any kind are
impressive., This is suggested in the growth of imports from
foreign countries. In 1880, this represented 80,000,000 taels
of which about one=half was from opilum; let us say 40,000,000
taels of real imports. In 1925, that trade had increased to
950,000,000 taels. hring that period, the exports had ine-
crecased from 78,000,000 taels Ffo ten times that sume. In the
ten vears beginning with 1916, the total trade coming under

the administration of the Maritime Custome had increased from
1,200,000,000 taels to double that amount. With the establishe
ment of a steble, modern govennment and the development of
scientific industry the wealth of China is sure to increase

to enormous propertions. Her naturgl resources are very great.
A German explorer estimated some years ago that there was
enough coal in the gingle province of Shansi to supply the
whole world at the present rate of consumption for the next
thpee thousand years. While this and other earlier estimates
of China's mineral resources are now felt to have been exXcese
sive thus preventing China from an extensive development of
industrial activities, bhased chiefly on coal and iron, yet

these materials are in any case present in large amounts




and will be an important factor. There are also the une
1imited possibllities of agricultural expansion in a nation
85% of whose population have been farmers for forty centurles
and with all verities of climate and soil. The capacity of
Chinese artisans for hard teil and skilful accomplishment, on
wgges which even when substantially increased will be less than
in many competing countries, congiderecd in addftion to her
vast natural resources, and the certainty that up=-to=-date
technical methods of manufacture and finance are sure to he
mastered by their-alert young leaders of industry, guarantees
a rapid growth of wealth=producing activities. Meanwhile,
the immense quantity of raw materials and the vastness of the
market, at a time of political instability and impotence,
inevitably tempts other countried to exploit the situation to
their own advantage or at least to control it for the behefit
of their own nationals-as against those of thelr pivals, &
weak China thus becomes a dangerous beeeding ground for the
sort of economic clash of interests +that are provocative of
war, whereas a strong China poaded to resentment Dby unjust
ageression or merely incited to the use of military force for
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the sake of her economic betterment by the successful example
of other nations becomes a terrible menace.
Kk

5, The Awakening of the Wew Nationalism. 'his reflection

18 mccentuated by the national self-consclousness which 1s the
most consplcuous, as In my opinion it 1s the most hopeful,
phenomenon of the past few years. This is felt most readily
among the students who are after all simply the most highly
sensitized element of the population and therefore register
the tendency among the others. But it 1s permeating all
clagses, = merchants, laborers, peasants, = and when there

is a sufficient stimulus will produce an instantaneous and
flaming reactbion. All soctions of the country and all classes
and types are at one in sharing the sense of this new and
forvent national feeling. When reinforced by the technique

of skillful propaganda which will "e the permanent consequence
of Russian activifty in China it makes possible the arousing,
organizing and controlling of nation-wide public opinion
arninst any hostile act of another countrye. What now
expresses itself with extreme offectiveness in the form of
econonice bpycotts and strikes can with the manufacture ofthe
munitions of war and the mastery of military sclence express
1tes mood in far more deadly and disastrous forms. Fortunate-
Al Syt also and more naturally be directed in harmony i
with the teaching of their ancient sages and the sanctions of
thelr ape=-long culture, to the practice of the arts of peace
and the maintenance of the relations rooted in reason

richte.
G Te Present Folitical Disintegration. Modrss iia

not the dﬁ#aSi-ﬁ"fdﬁﬁiiéddéﬁi“fwﬁdw'Zﬁéﬂﬁféfféssinm politi=

cal disorders that affect China now came into existence, nor

to atiempt any prophecy as to how or when they will be succoeds=
sd by a strong and beneficent demogratic government. When it
1a pemembered that the first manifestation of the new patriotic
urpre resulted in overturning the Manchu dvnasty that had ruled




with despotic authority for cer turies and left a noople unpre-
pared for republican methods and an adninistrative e machinery
"“atLered by successlive factitnal strugiles, 1t is not sur-
prising that Lhr oprnorturity for private cain has heen greods
ily explc 1tod hy masterful if unserupulous military chileftalns
opr is there reason bto expect that therewill be an improvement
in the near future. There will be no return to a monarchical
form of government however desirable this might seem in theory.
The new nationalism will prevent that. Nor is it likely that
one strong man will emerge and hecome a savider or a dictatore.
e cordibions are too confused and the papulation too huge

this toe he onones fﬂ]Tw ac‘w’mve(1 at anv rate by any one

in sight. 1oz even 1if attempted

is not at all pr ) ‘10, Jould provoke many more disorders
than 1t conju hope to suppress and may he forgotien,. The only
remaining hope is, therefore, the emergence of the popular
will, made articul ate, moraliged, able *o agssért itself through
effe nfnv agencies. Slow and palnful this will doubtless be
disappointing to those within the country and without, but there,
can be no other relilance. And with a people disciplined Lhrouﬁ&w
many centuries to follow leador who comiand respect and to C
resist the tyrant who in the qualnt phrase of lencius has
"exhausted the Will of Toavem,' the outlook 1s by no means
unpromising. The onlv aspect, however, of the prese ent polite
i q] wealtness in China that concerns us this ovoAlng is its @

sequences on world affairs and our duty in relation to that
Ol ek vh QS If China were now 1md\er o powerful government the
qupuUiOL of our attitude would he i*melevant. It would pro=

fect its welfare and en’orce 1ts will rogard;ess of how we in
otaor countries thought. Tt is only because of this last
polat of her p071tjca161°or~a”17af ion that those previously
mentioned need enter into discussione. This 1s to say that
otherwise we should have 10 option in the ma tter of o1 treat=
ment of China. As 1t ls,thig ooo*es of intense practjcal
importance and 18 crucial to such a moverent as 1ls repre-
gented here tonight.

s The Right American Attitude to China. What has hean

sald ought to make evident “The tremendous factor that China
must be in any effort to preserve world peacea s well as the
1an|u1nﬂ uncertai ties of the presont situation. Whether oX
not China becomes militaristic 1n foreign policy is very largely
o guestion of ”hc1 er the proven polilcy iowarﬂ China of other
countries +o her now thoroughly aroused people to demadd
such a ﬁrotec sive program or note. Two vea ro aco I happened

to e the Commencement speaker at the American Indonnlt: College
at Peking immedlately after which exercises we all attended
the presentation ceremony of the graduating clasae Bach year
this class presents some memorial to their alma mater.
That year i+ consisted of a cennon done in concrete wnich the
spokesman, in an ir passioned speech, sald was to remind eacn
new hody of students that China's Oﬂb“ hone against other
countries was in becoming strong in fighting power. Such
a tem }Pr an only be dlsnelled {ofie ulear and COﬂVlﬂCil evie
dence that China needs no such weapon to secure ]Us ice from
others. The awakening of . warlike spirjt is not as unlikely

as may appear. Douuqt the teaching of her sages, Cl iyl 1




war has beenwore or less contimous through her long history
and the novel, hest known by reading and popular dramitization,

deals with the valor and v16ﬂ6ries of heroes admired by every
Chinese.

Oour Western policy has heen well satirized by
Mr., Chesterton thus:

e have insisted on thelr having machinery
and objected to their having machine guns; we have
often allowed them to enter the halls of our
national colleges and then forbiddel} them to take
part inttheir own national councils; we have laughed
at them for wearing their own costume, and then
laughed at them again for adoptlng ours; we have
called the Chinaeman a Heathen Chinese when he was
immovable and a Yd low Peril when he began to move;
we have derided him for being deaf to HEuropeans,
and then accused him of lending an ear to Russilans;
and finally, we express a reasorable apprehension
about the destructive danger of his prolonged civil
wars, and wind up by saying, with a smile, that
thev are never anything »ut sham fights.”

As against this there remains the alwavs effective
policy of friendly helpfulness to other countries, to use a
fine phrase of Woodrod Wilson's. ivery feature of Chinese
temperament and civiligation mekes them peculiarly responsive
to such treatment. Present conditions give Americans a
superlative épportunity for helping China in those forms
which are of practical benefit and of which her people have a
conscious need. In so far as we can assist her throughsuch
service as seeking nothing but the welfare of her people,
this will be infinitely less costly and more creditable than
any reliance on military coercion. During the present period
of civil strife and lack of any process for protecting foreign
property or life, those Americans who care to reside in China
for any reason should do so as asking no protection other than that
which +the “hinese offer pr themselves possess. A11 others 1
should remain away from China until conditilons stabllize. /
One feelsa gaense of humiliation@n urging
for such a plea of friendly service or at least of ‘passive
retirement on grounds of expedlency. It wold seem that every
sentiment of good will and sympathy would prompt us to such
s course repardless of consequences to ourselves. But even
on the lower ground of belng the only safe and sane way
to prevent the menace that China can so casily hecome to the
rest of the world, we in America are happily in a position to
act on behalf of ourselves and other nations in working with
the Chinese in all constructive measures for theilr rational
pProgress. Such generous aid will bring a glad and ‘grateful
response from anpeople peculiarly sensitive to moral qualities
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and the gracious amenities of life. Tor those of us who
rerard as Master the One who taught the Golden Rule, therd
can be no other course. And in sucha purpose, we can
quote without fear or shame Kilping's sobering words:

"B 21l ve will or whisper,
By all yo live or 4o,
The sullen, silent peoples

Shall weigh your God and you."
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It may be argued that there is no longer any 'ppor’amity.whatmr.for /4«

new missionaries in China. Many of those who have spent long years in

the service have been forced to leave the country or have withdrewvn of
their own socord because of guch changing conditions as the steady inorease
of emphasis on Chinese leadership, redustion in the extent of organized
mission work aend in tho incomes of many nission boards, politifal dis-
turbances, anti-roligious or nationalistic tendencies, ond in genersl,o
wove of what nay be variously desoribed aes religious indifference or
proogoupation with pressing econonie, soclel end natlonal as ageinst
spiritunl lssues awong Chinese and congsequent misglivings as to the value
of missionary effort in the Vest. IEven apart from the ectual rotirement
from China of too meny qur11ified workers, there is & question in the minde
of many who are still there as to the gtebility of their tomre. It is
quite natural, thoreflore, thet young men snd women enxious to make thelr
1ives count toward the cause of Christien falth and intornationsal idocslism,
would feel very hesitent ebout offering for guch goyvice in the China of
today, lior is it altogether Lo be regretted that this should be the oase.
During the earlier pioneering decades the Imown or imagined hardships of
1ife 1n Chine and the presumpbtions egainst this choice of a carcer were
such tiat 8g o rule only execeptionslly gifted end dotermined personalitics
volunteered. Dub with living conditions, and an ewalkening worldw~conascioug=
neas smong wesbern youth, 1t was ineviteble that slong with & constent stream
of those who were not inferior to thedr predecessors in either eapacity or
convietion there were others of whom this could not be claimed. aAnd in the
situation as it now is in Chine, and will continue, miscioneries of only
medloere abilities or who have become such from romentic or veguely altruistic

motives, cen cesily beocome @ liability.
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Noue the less, there is still a need for the right kind of missionaries
in China, exd such persons can have & reasonable assurance that they will
be wanted et least for any normel life-time following the appearance of
thie gtatement., All of the general o-ngiderations that gather around the
universal oharecter of the religion of Jesus and His sufficiency for oon=
tinuing humen need still obbtain, Foreign migssions mey melt away into e
broadealng sense of world brotherhood end the unity of mankind in common
problens end potentialities without altering in the slightest degree the
swmmong to the Chrigtisn people of Lurope and imerice to malntelin in
suitable forms their earlier efforts in Chinas The Chinose, Christian
and otherwise, welcome all forms of friendly nelpfulness from abroad that
do not affront their sell-respedt and are of resopnized bLenefit to thelr
nation, The nascent Christien Church of China noeds the contribution
which esn begt be mediated through sersonelities with the background of
our westorn racisl and religlous oxperience. A11 such oonsiderations
are enormously accentusted by facing unflinehingly the eotuslities of
Christian achlevement to date in Chine == the mumerical, financial, social,
and educationel weaknesses of its membership, and ite searcely leas obvicus,
spiritual deficlencies, the leck of initiative or resourcefulness or technie
oy even of passionate purpose anong {ts Chinose leaders, the almost negligible
percentage of professing (heistiens in the total populetion, the vast areas
practicelly unreached, the wolter of remedinble human suffering due to

economic, nedical, moral, or other ceuses and chelenging us to unselfieh

gervice in the name of Ghrist.

Certein fairly definite guiding principles seem to emerge from reflection
on recent happenings in China, For one thing it would seem wige in general
not to accept eppointment unless in response to & specific ocall from an
orgenization in China in which at least & large proportion of Chinese were

includeds




- G
Juch & call could, of course, be wediated through one of the established
agonoles in the Vest, tut the time would seem to have passed when push
agencies should alone pass upon the types and qualifications of candidates and
appoint those accepted to positions in Chine, with or without the ratification
of ocorresponding bodies composed purely of their own notdonsle 1o that coumtry.
inother test would be willingness to work under and Lo peslot no vonted,Chinese
pollespues, often with lese educabion or onergy oF erooricree or elfioiency, than
one ip songeions of hila Anglo=faxon golf of poggescing, This wny saon to be
simplo vnough in sheterend, bav 1t rogloters o podigs] doperiu Mron tres
ditional math wnd 1 not ene vy for our nopdle temper, One ghonld also be
roedy $0 spend much time and teil in the pesbory of the Chilnese lengioge and
of the recis) sulture 1t holps us e apHro0 1ote, eny of the early miggionaries
wars nrdeat shudents of bhege gubiegte {rom besbe and foroe of olrcungbance,
bt in nore veoenlt years it heg seemod 1008 NOGORRIYY, and more Amrodiate
Aties have egeressively hindesed those who tried to progress bayond the
opsentisl rudinents, Yob, although this may seen porsdoxieal 1 view of
the widesproed Imowledge of inglish end the Hurning o Tagborn woys of dolng
thirgae 16 would seen thet newor perhaps wus 4t mowe impowntent then in the

ware 1ving immediabely ahead thab missionaries should really be al oage,

aoh cml:,r in sponling, but 4o reading Chinose. Hzooph In o vy o $6 oay

heln one'es wemory in réeognizing the ideogravhs, there remaine 1itile ogcesion
for eny foreigner 10 cOMpORe in Chinese. ‘© can never de 1% ws well es Chinese
who cen be employed at smell expense, and our Sime osn bo less westelully
employed. But we ought to be satisfied with nothing less than eblllty to

road the daily newspapers, periodioals deeling with our speeial luterosts,

and booke of o populer neture. There le mich less exouse for not dodng eo
then in former times becense of the modern literary style which is firee from
the olassionl) nllusions and terse olegance thet made the wenll o digedonlt

ospocielly to Vestern students.
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lodoyn wribing aims primarily at simplicity snd clarity, snd 1s not hard
for us to learn to read it only we set ourselves to muster ite There is
mch to be seid in favor of regerding It os the normel rather thon the
emuoptional procodure for new recrults to cpend thyee, oy at any rate, two,
yeors ln e language pohool, lomming much about tho people in addition to
thely opeech, before being allowed wo undsrioke eny duties among thems

uinadonarles arve still wented as ovengelicie, lonohers, dootors, TallaCohia
and V. Cuh, workors, and administrotovo, ho Mlraleasned olase howe in recent
cpape booone lorgely in reallty superlnie Aore of Chivese cmployoed workers,
and undor ohanged conditions heve perhens the least ¢ teerily defined funotions,

that leas of orgenising ebilliy or purposy wad oo wingomo capaolty

for Priendahlp fn ordor Lo exerl charedhol-urang puiae dnfluencs 1g wanted
4 the evangelists of tho fubture, splelbual ferver Luat expresses itself in
gocdal holpfuliwes and inepirellon to Ligner Lo ple of honman service roather
than in too exclusive emphasis on cccleslagtionl resulis. Teuchers should
have boen trained &s sueh as well ss in thedr own ppeclal subj jeots, Of
notable importance are men and womeil equipped in modern relthods of Religlous
Bducatlon, Foreign teechors in celleges hwve less noed of the Chinese
languspe then others so far as eleageroon worl iz covcerned, but thelr
spiritusl useMlness snd enjoyment of 140 vill be wueh inereesed LY
sequiring it wells Om the othor hend, theve are signs of © vendeney
to olimiaste Imolish from college courses as the redium of instructions

T he qualities nost ossential for ell forms of nisgionery work would eppear

%o be a friondly, cooperative spirit, sympathy and Insight, unquektiombla

personsl character especially in regerd to frecdom Drom & mbhition or sell«
willed metivitios and in the eincerity of self-losy pervice, high attoimment
in the epeeinl subjeet for which ome hes been trained, and vitality of

religious exporience.
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After coing o the utmost limit in endeavoring to realize the uncerteinties
end 1imitations of Christian service in China hovealter, 4t rempins gloriously
and indubitedly true that for o long Lime yet those from Furope and fmoricn

with the proper attitude and sdequ tely equipped, wille~got perhaps in large

mmberg~-~be nosded for helping to ascomplish the worldwride migsion of ouy

Hagter and wented by the people of Ching.

J. el hbon Stusmt-
Befmg0
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FENG YU-HSIANG - A SYMPTOM

By Jo Le Stuart, President of Yenching University, Peiping, China

Marshal Feng Yu-hsiang continues to be, as for years he has been, a mystery
or & menace. At once denounced as a renegade and traitor, or feared as a potent
source of fresh rebellion, or devotedly reserved, or regarded as a baffling enigm,
he is even in seclusion and after repeated fallures a topic of unceasing interest
when the politics of China are under discussions

Because of my educational responsibilities, it has been for many years a
pleasant duty to maintain relationships with successive groups of government
officialse On an errand of this nature, finding myself in the neighborhood, I
recently visited Marshal Feng in his retreat on the slopes of Tai Shan, the sacred
mountain in the heart of the Confucisn countrye Here in a temple that might have
been there forever, with gnarled old cedars around it, he is living with his family
and followers, dependent on the bounty of former subordinates who provide a monthly
‘allowance sufficient to include three companies of soldiers. Pickets on every
possible line of approach and the scrutiny given each visitor are grim evidence
of how real is the danger to him of capture or worse. He is attended by a group of
youthful soldiers whose intelligence and manners are in striking contrast with the
menial services they almost reverently performe He himself was dressed in rough
peasant garb. Shelwes for books have been improvised among dusty idols, and
photographs of national leaders or other friends are tacked on the time-stained
wallse We had lunch and supper together in the court«yard under ancient trees,

homely rustic fare but deliciously cooked. Between these there was a long conversa-

tion and for my Chinese companion and myself a trip part way up the mountain
L

attended by one of the faithful boys. Shortly after supper we were taken to our
quarters for the night in e memorial hall built by him for those who had given their
lives in resistance against the Japanese. In this charming adaptation of the

ancestral temple were votive tablets to these heroces, with flowers or shrubs, all
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with a chaste dignity and ocuriously modern realisme One room was prepared for
guests, clean but simple in the extreme.

The conversation began by reminiscenmces. I had called on him shortly after
he had taken office in Nanking as Minister of War with the Natiomalist group who
are still in powsr. He had soon discovered that I had acute arthriﬁls in one
shoulder and insisted on prescribing a plaster of bears' grease and tigers' bones,
two of which he warmed and applied himself. During the process he confided that
he was determined to give the new regime a thorough trial despite the misgivings
that were alrsedy creeping into his thoughtse

My next visit with him was & year later when he had resigned as a protest against
the extravagence and sordid ambition of the so=-called "People's Government" and
was planning the rebellion which was all but successful. Since then he had been
exiled, had led at least one futile resistance against the Japsnese, had been
offered various high offices, had been threatened the fate of a communist if he
refused, had repsated earlier mistakes and vicissitudes until his present retirement,
Tven now he is constantly visited by emissaries of the ruling group or their
adversaries and his friends., He reads consteantly and writes not a littles He gave

me a copy of his Scattered Notes on certain writings of Confucius which contain

pertinent lessons for the present, another voluminous sccount of his anti=Japanese
struggles, and a smaller narrative of his brief stay in Nanking exposing in
unvernished detail much of what disgusted him with the Party that claimed to be
carrying out the will of Sun Yat-sen.

It has always seemed to me that the key to the inconsistencies, the real or
supposed disloyalties, and enigmatic behaviour generally of Feng Yu=hsiang, is
his concern over the plight of China's impoverished masses. His acceptance of
Christianity and subsequent espousal of Communism, his allegiance to and repudiation
of the Kuomintang, the vagaries and vecillations which have puzzled some and led

to cynical denunciation of him by meny more, are all in no sense fully vindicated

but they become understandable on the recognition of this controlling passion of
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his 1ifes In 8o far as this is true he becomes a symptom of the national mood,
for easily the most discernible tendency in recent thinking throughout the country
is an swakening emphasis on rural reconstruction and recovery of the peasants from
impending bankruptoys This picturesque and highly sensitized figure felt it earlier
and more keenly than others of his time and thus is in himself a register of a
popular temper, & symbol of its elemental force.

In my conversation with him he soom began to speak on this topice He told of
details that had come to his knowledge of shameless graft in government circles,
of increasing wretchedness among the poor, snd his big frame would quiver all over
with these explosive utterances, But a new emotion has gained ascendancy over
even this, It revealed itself in the recurrent phrase, K'ang Jih - "Resist Japan"e
Since the Moukden incident he has stood for a policy of resistance through military
and all other possible means, regardless of prudential considerationss FEconomic
ruin, defeat in battle, suffering from ruthless and triumphant imperialistic
conquest, but the welding of true national unity and the salvation of the soul of
Chine through such suffering: such is his program as against what he feels to be the
timidly temporizing one of the Government whioh by guarding against further
aggression may be doing so at the loss of spiritual energies that will sap the
national vitality. It is a heart-rending dilemms thus dramatized by the rupture betwsen
Feng Yu-hsiang and the harassed group who are facing the actualities of the situa-
tion. One can easily sympathize with both points of view, and argue in their
defense, From somewhat intimate scquaintance with those most criticised as being
prowJapanese I am confident that the charge is unjust and that they are dealing
with unspeakably difficult conditions in what they feel to be the wisest way,

But the significance of this lonely military leader sulking in seclusion is
that agein in this he may be a symptom of swelling revolt against a possibly too
cautious and conciliatory policy vis-a-vis unrestrained encroschments. It may be

‘bhat an uncanny instinct has awakened in him a mood which is stirring less violently

0162
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“wide

throughout the nation and will some day become artioulate either by violent protest
against those now in power or by sweeping them too into the currents When asked
whether he would sccept office or not, he replied that the question wes not his
sttitude but whether or not the Government intended to K'ang Jih, If so, he would
take any office, however high or low or dangerous; otherwise nevers Part of the
tragedy of the present outlook is the loss to the nation of many who are eager to
gserve her causes Whatever may be Marshal Feng's deficiencies all will agree that
he is a great disciplinarian of troops. But dissension and waste and mutual
suspicion are being engendered by honest difference of opinion over this menacing

issus, and the interest in Feng lies in the question as to whether he is really

a symptom of what will in time becoms e lMovemente
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AV X2 " Several yegrs ago a document came into the possession of Chinese officials

purporting to be & Memorial from Baron Tanaka, then Prime Minister, to the

Emperor of Japan. Assuming this document as it now exists to be a forgery,
in the light of recent events it seems to be based on the actual program of
conquest conceived and planned for by the military faction in Japan. The
uncanny way in which step by step they have carried this out during the past
twenty months unavoidably provokes the fear that they will contimue the pro=-
gram as outlined in the Tenaks Memorial, including & suzerainty over all
China, further aggressions into the Malay Straits, Philjpine Islands, and

even more grandiose reaches of imperialistic ambition.

There are encouraging evidences of a new patriotic spirit among the
leaders., The resignation and retirement from Chine of Marshal Chang Hsueh-
liang in order to allow the Central Government to have e free hand in dealing
with the Japanese in North China was the climax of his consistent allegiance
since his declaration to support the Kuomintang in late December, 1928. This
was in the face of insistent Japanese pressure to declare his independence
which with their support would have been obviously to his own private advantage.

The unremitting efforts of General Chiang Kai-shek to suppress Communism in

bwﬁ-\
the Yangtse Valley provinces which have kepthpersonally in the field for a

large part of the past two years, with all the danger and disagreeable elements
in such e course, is another notable instance of intelligent and high-minded

devotion to the national welfare.

JLS
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The Forbidden City In Peiping As A Historical Museum

3y Dr. |. LEIGHTON STUART
President, Yenching University

HIS present visit of

Mr. Mei Lan Fang

has been delightfully
reassuring to all those both
in China and America who
seek to strengthen the friend-
ly relations and enrich the
cultural interchange between
these two countries. Mr.
Mei’s own thought in com-
ing here was primarily to
interpret this phase of his
nation’s art to our people
and thus through the drama
lead us of the West to a

more intelligent appreciation
of the mellowed charm of
Chinese civilization. The response so
spontaneously accorded him  through
his extended New York engagement,
in Chicago, and doubtless now on the
Pacific Coast, is ample evidence that
this, the most significant aspect of his
tour, has been achieved to an extent
surprising even to those who knew him
best and were most hopeful of Ameri-
can readiness to learn more of the hest
that is in Chinese life. His winning
personality and his pleasure at the
social courtesies shown him have fur-
ther contributed to the increase of
good will in our country for China;
and the Chinese people, among whom
he is universally admired, have rightly
taken the welcome to him as a tribute
accorded to the race.

What has resulted so rapidly for all
concerned in the case of a living
human embodiment of Chinese cul-
ture encourages the hope that Ameri-
can cooperation in restoring an ancient
palace will also be with mutual benefit
to the two' countries. The Imperial
Palace built in the early years of the
Ming Dynasty under the name of “The
Forbidden City” has enormous histori-

THRONE ROOM—THE FORBIDDEN CITY

cal and aesthetic interest not only for
the Chinese but also for all mankind.

Three great architectures have been
developed in the course of human prog-
ress—the Greek, the Gothic, and the

Chinese—and the last of these finds its
consummate perfection in this group of
finely proportioned huildings with their
gracefully curving yellow-tiled roofs
and gorgeously colored hard-wood
framework. The vast courts and the
noble lines of the edifices as well as the
scale on which the whole arrangement
has been projected combine to give a
sense of spaciousness, of serenity, of
conscious racial greatness, which even
the casual visitor cannot escape. A fur-
ther study of the rigidly symmetrical
patterns relieved by unexepected varia-
tions, the heightened contrasts of ever-
oreen trees against red walls and yellow
roofs, the restraint in the number of
ornamental objects bringing out the
elaborate detail of lacquered beams or
marble slabs, the haunting beauty and
dignified simplicity of the whole mass,
will reveal the attainments of Chinese

landscaping and building
art. The beginnings of a
museum of art treasures in
one section, a library in an-
other and historical exhib-
it over one of the great
gates are an earnest of the
possibilities of a magnificent
Historical Museum of
which the Palace itself
would be the foremost trea-
sure and the ready-made
home for all the others. The
whole world would be the
beneficiary were this unique
monument thus preserved
and utilized.

It happens that a number of very in-
fluential Chinese have organized a So-
ciety for Cooperative Preservation of
Chinese Culture, thus initiating such
efforts while in their very name invit-
ing help from those of other nations.
The Chancellor of the National Uni-
versity of DPeiping, prominent finan-
ciers, members of the local and national
government, are among the active mem-
bers. It is quite noteworthy that at a
time ‘when public-spirited Chinese are
forced to concern themselves with
pressing political or economic problems
and when all are acutely conscious of
the need for rehabilitating the country
on lines of modern progress, there is a
beginning of interest in preserving their
great past. It justifies the hope that
with improvement in contemporary
affairs they will in all parts of the coun-
try take steps for restoring whatever
local monuments have permanent value.
Meanwhile, it is a rare opportunity for
Americans who are familiar with the
loveliness of these old temples and pal-
aces and the danger of their deteriora-
tion beyond repair to aid in immediate
efforts for their restoration. '
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It would seem that the Forbidden
City should receive attention at once,
both because of its intrinsic claims and
the awakening interest of the Chinese
group referred to. Technical assistance
in classifying, exhibiting and safe-
guarding the treasures already placed,
or in unopened boxes, would be very
helpful. Contributions for extending
restorations already carried out would
stimulate similar undertakings among
Chinese, The very fact of showing
how much we care about this glorious
heritage and how ready we are to work
with them in protecting and preserving
it would have a fine psychological
effect, and would be one more bond of
friendship between the two peoples.

Every tourist visiting Peiping who
is at all sensitive to the loveliness of
the slowly decaying palaces and tem-
ples within or near its walls is also
moved to poignant distress by the anxi-
ety that this process may in time reach
the stage beyond which restoration be-
confes impracticable. The sight of the
vast and dreary waste of the Yuan
Ming Yuan (Old Summer Palace) ac-
centuates this foreboding. What was
once a group of exquisitely heautiful
huildings, pavilions, colonnades, and
vardens far grander in its total effect
than either the Forbidden City or the
New Summer Palace, suffered its first
injury from the British Punitive Expe-
dition of 1860 and the vandalism then
begun has been gradually bolder and
more ruthless until in the last few years
the last relics of any value whatever
have been carried off. One shivers at
the thought of similar destination of
the Temple and Altar of Heaven or
other places of historic or aesthetic
distinction. An instance of such dan-
ger is the M ausoleum over the remains
of the Pan-Ch'eng Lama within the
grounds of the now ruined Yellow
Temple. This is possibly the finest ex-
tant specimen of Chinese carving on
marble and has as such a primary claim
for preservation, but unfortunately
foreign troops quartered there during
the Boxer troubles diverted themselves
by whacking off heads of human fig-
ures. Similar instances of deliberate
destructiveness, of almost unforgiv-
able neglect, or of helpless disrepair,
are forced on one’s attention through-
out this whole region.

American concern over the problem
might well he directed toward two ob-
jectives.  One would he actual finan-
cial assistance for repairing under ade-
quate guarantees such features as seem
to be in most serious disrepair or for
protecting exhibits and other monu-

ments. The other would be the heart-
ening and stimulating effect on Chinesc
thought. At a time when political and
economic conditions prevent immediate
and sufficient attention on their part to
their ancient possessions, it would im-
mensely gratify the Chineses public as
well as tend to increase their own ap-
preciation of the priceless value of
these embodiments of a civilization
otherwise passing into history.

The discriminating generosity of one
American friend of China in restoring
the temple in the Forbidden City where
repose the tablets of the Emperors of
past Dynasties is at least largely re-
sponsible for the expenditure of more
than ten times the amount of this gift

soon afterwards from a Chinese donor

for other repairs including the four
towers at the corners of the enclosing
wall.

What is true of the monuments of
Peiping, is more or less so of many
other parts of China. The temples and
pagodas of the Hangchow and Soo-
chow region are a notable illustration
alike of the beauty that is worth pre-
serving and the good effects of what
has already been done in this direction.

The China Society which has re-
cently done so much for the success of
Mei Lan Fang might fittingly lead in
this abundantly worth-while movement
also.

The Board of Directors of The
China Society of America, as its meet-
ing held recently, heartily endorsed the
movement of the Society for Coopera-
tive Preservation of Chinese Culture,
and offered its full cooperation.

Detailed information concerning this
movement will be given by Mr. Philip
Fu, who is in New York at the present
time and can be reached through The
China Society, 19 W. 44th St. ‘

American Experts To Direct
Study of Land Utilization
in China

The aid of American experts is to be
provided for China in a program of
land utilization and placing of popu-
lation. Cooperation has been arranged
between the Institute for Research in
Land Economics of Northwestern Uni-
versity and the University of Nanking,
by which a member of the staff of the
Institute is going to China to direct a
survey of the program. Dr. Richard
T, Ely, director of the Institute, an-
nounces that the plan provides for the
Institute to keep one or more repre-
sentatives continually in China engaged
on the subject.

The Institute was established as an
educational and research organization
at the University of Wisconsin about
ten years ago and in 1925 affiliated with
Northwestern University and was re-
moved to Chicago. It has carried out
extensive studies for public policy and
administration in the United States.

“The project to which the Institute
is to give its special attention, land util-
ization and population, is an acute one
in China,” said Dr. Ely. “It is of signifi-
cance not only to China, but it has a
world-wide significance on account of
international relations. If the world is
to have peace and prosperity, China
must set her own house in order, but
she cannot do this until steps shall have
heen taken to solve those fundamental
Chinese problems of land utilization
and population.” (N. Y. Tunes)

Candle Plant at Pootung

Despite the fact that China is by far
the world’s best customer for kerosene
—a product that finds little use in the
United States at present owing to the
almost universal use of electricity for
lighting purposes—there is still a large
demand in China for a still older form
of illumination, namely : candles.

In order to meet this demand the
Standard Oil  Company established
factories some years ago in Tientsin
and Hankow, but these have not
proved adequate to fill the demand for
this ancient form of lighting and there-
fore a new factory has been built at
Pootung, opposite the Whangpoo from
Shanghai.  The building and equip-
ment are of the latest pattern.

The design for the new plant is the
work of E. H. Staber and the
Operating Division of the Standard
Oil Company, and includes many new
innovations which are necessary for
an efficient and scientific candle manu-
facturing factory.




| From ‘* The Chinese Recorder,'’ Oclober, 1928. |

The Crisis in Christian Higher Education

J. LEIGu STUART

Christian schools. They are at present perhaps the feature of
Christian effort in the country most vigorously discussed and
most attentively observed both in China and abroad. Especially
is this true of the colleges and universities. They have been singled out
for hostile criticism and legislative restrictions in anti-Christian agita-
tions and are being attacked by some even of their fellow Christian
workers as disloyal to evangelical truth and an hindrance to the cause of
pure religion. Between these two extremes there are questionings and
complaints, anxieties and forebodings, whether among sympathetic
friends and supporters, their own students and alumni, or the Chinese
and foreign public. By western residents in China they are bitterly
denounced as chiefly responsible for recent disorders and as hot beds of
Bolshevism which is a convenient term for all movements that tend
to disturb the established order, just as more than one of them has
been instanced in the inflammatory propaganda of the Communist Party
as among the institutions that must by all means be destroyed. Their
plants being among the most conspicuous and commodious in the centres
of Nationalist advance have, when occupied or damaged, led to misgivings
as to the wisdom of such expensive forms of educational work. The
demand from public opinion and every governing group that Christian
schools be registered and the requirement that there be no compulsory
attendance on religious worship or required religious courses in the
curriculum have forced some of them into an embarrassing dilemma and
involved them all in criticism from one or another point-of-view accord-
ing to the solution arrived at in each case. Less obvious but none the
less real grounds of dissatisfaction are found in the inability to provide
vocational training that gives economic relief to students and their
families or that has social or religious benefit to the nation; the in-
adequate library, laboratory and other equipment in comparison with
government and other private schools or standards accepted in other
countries : the inferior quality of Chinese teaching when the nationalistic
impulse has revived interest in their cultural heritage, and the lack of
resources for strengthening the Chinese personnel on the staff; the con-
troversial issues involved in teaching according to accepted modern
scientific methods and results while in harmony with religious faith;
the failure to supply in larger numbers and of finer quality trained
workers or active laymen to the organized Christian churches.

,R ECENT happenings in China have had serious consequences for
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Some of these weaknesses of the Christian Colleges are due to
historical causes. They were founded when western denominational
divisions were taken for granted, when communication was difficult and
geographical distances seemed great, when requirements were simple and
however low the standards other colleges were few and feeble if they
existed at all. Tt was therefore natural that separate institutions grew
up unrelated and that each yielded to local ambitions for an expansion
increasingly costly and difficult to maintain. The enrollment was small,
the personal influence of missionary teachers powerful, and the output
could be largely absorbed into professional Christian service. Under
treaty rights each institution could develop and make claims for itself
untrammeled save for the mission or groups of missions whose control
was primarily asserted in the interest of a foreign conceived and
financed evangelistic propaganda rather than in that of academic ex-
cellence. This entire situation has now been rather suddenly and
radically altered, although the tendencies have been felt for some time
even when the pressure of more immediate duties or a false sense of
security has led to neglect of needed reforms. Few if any intelligent
Chinese Christians are interested any longer in maintaining separate
colleges because of western ecclesiastical differences and as a matter of
fact all of the larger bodies are themselves already committed to union
movements. Chinese students now travel with slight hesitation from
one part of the country to any other which offers the educational ad-
vantages they seek. The growth of strong Chinese institutions together
with a realization of their enormous potential resources and of the higher
standards demanded of any college or university claiming the name,
have combined to awaken the Christian institutions to the necessity for
improvement in their equipment and curriculum. It has become essential
that provision be made ‘for high-grade Chinese teachers in steadily in-
creasing proportions, and that the policy of the institutions be approved
by Chinese public opinion. New currents of thought, the nationalistic
self-consciousness and the wide-spread disruption of the former economic
basis for direct Christian service are all responsible for reducing the
number of students who leave the colleges but stay in the service of
the churches, and the two former of these factors have reduced the
religious effectiveness of the colleges as appraised by conventional tests
of missionary success.

One advantage in the swirl of recent events is that the colleges are
being forced to clarify for themselves their policy and purpose. Are
they to continue as undetachable parts of a foreign promoted mechanism
which is from its very nature temporary and the control of which
is largely dictated in mission board rooms abroad? Or are they
to be gradually bequeathed to similar ecclesiastical bodies in China,
and if so does this assume the continuance of western denomina-
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tions of even unionts of these in a structurally analogous church
or churches of China of which these colleges are functional
agencies, to be supported by contributions of Chinese Chris-
tians? Or should they win for themselves an established place
in Chinese life as private institutions, Christian in atmosphere and
influence but not ecclesiastically controlled, and if so what will be their
basis of support and what the assurance of their continuing religious
effectiveness? These are searching questions and the present is a crisis
for the colleges in that they must declare themselves in answer to clamant
pressure from within and without. Among the problems involved are
the following.

Financial. It cannot be too emphatically urged that the operation
of a modern college in China will become increasingly costly, and that
any institution that bears the name of Christ should justify its title by
heing thoroughly good of its kind. Mediocre teachers, poorly stocked
hook-shelves, pretentious lists of subjects that cannot win the respect
of students, vaguely cultural courses that fail to fit students for socially
significant careers or for their own economic needs, are a discredit to the
Christian cause. Mission boards can scarcely increase their annual ap-
propriations and will perhaps decrease these as not a few are beginning
to do, whereas at best their help is chiefly in the form of a foreign
personnel.  On the other hand, endowments are extremely difficult to
secure and tend to weaken the organic ecclesiastical relationships with
consequent secularization. Funds in any substantial amounts from
Chinese Christian soutces are not to be expected for a long time and
if sought from other sources may endanger the ecclesiastical if not the
religious character of the institution. The chief present source of
support must be in the United States and conditions in that country
make any large financial appeals extremely unpromising entirely apart
from all the present objections to giving money for enterprises in China.

National. Tt is now absolutely certain that the people of China
and whatever government may be in power intend that Christian schools
become registered. This determination is shared by the overwhelming
majority of Christian Chinese, especially those connected with them.
The reorganization of the Board of Managers when necessary to secure
a majority of Chinese and the appointment of Chinese executive heads has
already proven a blessing in disguise. But the insistence on the vol-
untary character of religious exercises is causing pronounced difference
of views. Some institutions had already decided on purely religious
grounds that such a policy was the wiser one. Others, however, have
heen required by their supporting constituencies to stand for the ad-
ministrative enforcement of chapel attendance and classes on religion.
Whatever western mission board secretaries or educators may argue
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about educational principles or the right of religious freedom, the issue
is at present not so much educational or religious as nationalistic. The
Chinese people have both the right and the might to decide the
type of schools foreigners are to be allowed to conduct on Chinese
coil, and it would seem that the only- alternatives ethically defen-
sible and actually feasible are either to comply with the regulations
or to close the schools. It may, however, be of encouragement to note
the results of a questionnaire sent by a Chinese advisory committee to
which forty persons, chiefly college executives, replied. The factors
determining the Christian character of the institution were listed in
order of importance. The curriculum courses were last in the list with
only two votes, and chapel was not even mentioned. Evidently therefore
the experience in China would indicate that Christian influence is not
as dependent on regimentation by administrative authority as is supposed
by some of its western advocates. The anti-Christian objections are
very largely due to racial or cconomic relationships or theological con-
tentions rather than to the real essentials of the religion of Jesus and
are therefore to be classed under this heading and from the same stand-
point avoided.

Administrative. It is now generally agreed among those connected
with the colleges that they are too many in number for available Chris-
tian resources in the West to maintain worthily, to say nothing of the
Chinese Church of the not too distant future; that the emphasis has
heen upon continuing and expanding those that happen now to exist
rather than—as should be the case—sacrificing extensiveness of effort
to quality and efficiency; and that to accomplish the fullest and finest
total result the colleges should be and indeed must be correlated so as
to achieve a comprehensive, unified program with no needless duplication
but with thorough-going cooperation in all respects. This has been
argued for ever since the time of the Educational Commission six years
ago and is more or less accepted in principle. But the concrete applica-
tions have been difficult, not merely on even mainly because of the
desires of college executives and their faculties but chiefly because of
the constituencies behind them—alumni, missions, boards of control,
supporting bodies—and the complicated process for effecting changes.

Religious. The colleges must continue under new conditions and
by appropriate methods to be dynamically and aggressively Christian.
They must continue to train students for Christian service as these can
he utilized and to inspire as far as possible all their students with the
spirit of such service whatever careers they enter. They must make
it unmistakably clear that there is no essential conflict between modern
knowledge in any field of inquiry and Christian experience, nor between
wholehearted patriotism and loyalty to Jesus Christ. Despite the fact
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that the proportion of students from Christian homes or middle schools
may decrease and that enforced exposure to Christian teaching or emo-
tional appeals will be no longer permissible, they must find even better
ways of exerting religious influence. They must commend Christianity
in terms that interest and win approbation from the Chinese people of
to-day, and are demonstrations of corporate Christian living. They
must develop in the Chinese faculty, who will increasingly be in control,
whatever is the Chinese equivalent for western missionary zeal, and thus
build up a tradition without which their permanent Christian character
is doomed. All this must be achieved through spiritual and personal
forces as against the administrative controls which have been so largely
relied on in the past. It is a tremendous challenge to venturesome faith
in the abiding realities of human need and the sufficiency of Jesus Christ
to meet such need.

This is in brief the background with which the Council of Higher
Education met for a week in July of this year and considered the re-
commendations of a Chinese Advisory Committee which had been meet-
ing for a month previous. The Shanghai heat was intense and the
sessions very strenuous. Any attempt to solve the problem simply by
a joint financial campaign in America to enable each institution to do
what it desired was felt to be as futile as undesirable. Finally a detailed
program was worked out and agreed to by those present practically with-
out dissent. Notably in two features it contained more cause for en-
couragement than all the difficulties described above can dispel.

(1) A mew attitude. There was a determination to treat the
problems as a common issue and to find a solution which would enable
us to work together in a program we can all endorse. If approved by
the constituent bodies our distribution will become functional and regional
as against the accidental unrelated way in which each college has hitherto
developed. :

(2) Chinese leadership. The most distinctive feature of this
Council meeting was the presence of the splendid young Chinese pre-
sidents of a number of institutions. It was chiefly their advocacy of
the reforms proposed that secured their adoption. They were an earnest
of the truly Chinese but no less truly Christian future before these
institutions.

Because of these two factors the problems financial, nationalistic
and religious, real and acute though they be, can be confidently faced.
Meanwhile we who are attempting to do so bespeak the sympathetic
understanding and support in all practical forms of all those who desire
with us to see these institutions fulfil their highest purpose.




Education in Applied Economics

By J. LEIGHTON STUART

Nearly a generation ago China abol-

ished the old civil service examinations
hased upon a knowledge of the Chinese
classics and turned toward Western
education. During the past five or six
years Western education has under-
gone a criticism almost as severe as
that visited upon the old classical train-
ing. In the field of economics this
criticism  on “the =part of Chinese
was preceded by an even harsher
comment on the part of Western
husiness representatives in China. In
particular the Western Returned Stu-
dent was derided as being impractical,
too conscious of his own superior qual-
ities and unwilling to do the dirty detail
which gives a real knowledge of a
husiness or a profession. Much of
this will be recognized as the criticism
commonly leveled by the self-made
husiness man against the college gradu-
ate everywhere—business men who
send their own sons to college. But the
number of tall chimneys which through-
out China lend interest to the skyline
without darkening it with their smoke
is proof enough that there has been a
serious casualty list among the am-
hitions of Western minded young men.

China is not alone when it comes
There

to failure in new departures.
is an appalling percentage of fail-
ure among pioneer enterprises in the

West.  Furthermore, if one will list
the forward movements in China,
he will find that most of them are being
led by Returned Students. Even in the
economic field the conspicuously few
successes, such as cotton mills, railway
re-organization, banking, will be found
under the direction ¢f Reoturned Stu-
dents. But China has no money to
spare; failures hurt more, socially
speaking, in a poverty stricken country
than in one whose wealth is its problem.
If anything of change in the educa-
tional  method, or content, will save
China the mistakes which have heen
an incident to Western industrial pro-
gress that change should be discovered
and applied.

When China discarded the old
classical system, naturally she patterned
her curriculum after that of the West;
there was no other model to imitate.
It is all very well to argue that China
should not have imitated the West, but
should have devised an educational
program adapted to her own back-
ground and needs. Such an opinion is
the wisdom of hindsight rather than
foresight. Tt does not occur to many

CHINA

WE ARE ALL BROTHERS
BETWEEN THE FOUR SEAS
(Confucius)

The One bethought Him to make

man
Of many colored dust,
And mixed the holy spirit in
In portions right and just;
Each had a part of mind and
heart
From One Himself in trust.

Thus came the brown and yellow
men
And black and white and red,
So different in their outer look,
Alike in heart and head;
The self-same earth before their
birth,
The self-same dust when dead.
(Translated by Dr. Frederick Peterson)

people today to invent a new form of
locomotion ; they buy the motor cars
already on the market and ride now.
China needed to move, she could not
produce a mnew form of education
immediately; she needed experience
with the only model before her in order
to learn in what respects it was un-
suited to her conditions.

Tt is now becoming apparent to
educators that one of the most pro-
nounced defects in the teaching of the
West as applied to China is that of
teaching theories and the forms of
institutions which have grown out of
and are adapted to the advanced eco-
nomic position of the West, but which
are not adapted to the undeveloped con-
dition of China. For example, a certain
correspondence school was found to be
selling in China its courses in Traffic
Management ; courses which dealt with
the intricacies of Official Classification
territory, Southern Classification terri-
tory, the Niagara frontier and similar
conditions which are peculiar to the
United States alone. Many of the busi-
ness courses deal with the problems of
trusts and combines. whereas China has
entered not even the factory stage. lLa-
hor problems are studied in Western
classrooms in the light of a laboring
class which is familiar with the system
of representative government and ma-
jority rule. These institutions are
practically non-existent in China. The
mistake has heen made of teaching the
form and substance of Western learn-
ing rather than its method.

Western civilization is the result of
the application of the scientific, analyt-
ical method to the problems in hand. If
this method he applied to conditions in
China there is little doubt that it will
result in an improvement of the living
conditions of the Chinese people much
as it has in the West.

(Continued on page 6)
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Harvard-Peking Gift

The great endowments for inter-
national research are gradually
bridging the oceans. The Atlantic has
been spanned by such gigantic funds
as the Rhodes Trust, the Rockefel-
ler, Guggenheim and Harkness
Foundations, and many smaller
funds. Now the Pacific is conquered
by a gift of $2,000,000 from the
estate of Charles Martin Hall of
Niagara Falls, to he used for the
promotion of Sino-American know-
ledge and understanding. This new
bridge has its terminals at Yenching
University, Peking, and Harvard
University.

The present endowment should do
for more advanced studies what the
United States’ abrogation of its share
in the Boxer indemnity has done for
university education in general.
Hundreds of Chinese students have
been enabled to attend American
universities Dby this government
assistance. The new gift will make
possible ‘“the most extensive study
and interpretation of Chinese culture
ever undertaken.” Distinguished
sinologues will join the Harvard
faculty and American students will
have such an opportunity as they
have never enjoyed before of master-
ing the Chinese language. Chinese
students will learn Occidental me-
thods of scholarly research. Val-
uable Chinese books and manuscripts
will be added to the libraries both
at Peking and at Cambridge, and the
publication of new books in both
Chinese and English will be financed.
Other colleges in China will receive
occasional grants for the purpose of
strengthening their undergraduate
work, and a series of international
traveling fellowships will  be
augurated.

(Christian Science Monitor.)

in-

For the Spring Session, the Chinese
Department of Columbia University
announces that courses in Chinese Lit-
erature and Chinese Tanguage will he
given by Mr. W. Ii. Soothill, Professor
of Chinese in the University of Ox-
ford. Mr. Soothill is a Visiting I’ro-
fessor at Columbia, and the author of
“The Three Religions of China,”
“China and the West,” and “China and
England.”




Progress in Famine Relief
(Continued from Page 3)

clvable that this unanimity of opin-
iokwould have existed if the success
of the ARC China Famine Relief's
consgruction work had not led to a
requést from most of the central
provinees for additional construction of
highways, dykes, irrigation ditches and
work of a nature preventive to famines.

The China International Famine
Relief tCommission . “imwediately
adopted the “work™ principle as the
main basig of procedure. There was
still a considerable sentiment for
“free”  relief—entertained principally
by personsiwho had not been in a
position to gain close knowledge of
the results of the “work” plan during
the previous year. The Commission
also recognizes that emergencies
arisc in  which people need relief
immediately, but for the most part
that field is leftfor the Chinese Red
Cross Society. As a result, the Com-
mission concenfrated on “work”
relief and in a\ short time the
demands for assistance of that sort
hecame so competitive that it was
possible to arrange'for the return of
the funds so expended, with interest
at eight per cent. (Normal interest
-ates vary from twelve to eighteen
per cent). Village elders and hsien
(county) magistrates were quick to
perceive the advantage$ of using the
services which the Conmjmission had
to offer. For example, take the case
of a dyke which needs strengthening
in order to save the next ¢rop. That
next crop is worth manyitimes the
amount spent on the protection
work.  Payment of interest and
prineipal has been effected aenerally
out of the tax collected upon the
first crop. In certain cases, & bonus
has been offered the Commis§ion in
the form of an additional payment
of twenty-five per cent of the prin-
cipal to be paid out of the segond -
crop. In many cases, such a hanus
is no hardship, for the funds ‘ad-
vanced by the Commission to do the
work were paid, for the most pak,
as wages to the farmers whose crops
were saved. Thus they had received
hoth the original principal and the
crop.

This indicates great possibil-y
ities for the financing of some of the § not been crowned with

The China Society

‘{ The China Society of America is an
ofganization, incorporated in 1913

uder the laws of the State of New
Ydrk, to promote friendly relations
au('l.} mutual understanding between the
peoples of
States.

China and the United

areas involved. These smaller pro-
jects have been possible for the
reason that on the whole the govern-
mental control of the /lsien has not
heen seriously impaired.

The success of the China luter-
national Famine Relief Commission
in handling its actual relief projects
has resulted in its being able to
gather to itself many loose funds
whose ownership or trusteeship was
not clear. In addition, other chari-
table societies have put into its hands
funds which otherwise might not
have been granted at all or else
would have been administered by
other agencies. The Chinese Govern-
ment itself has entrusted it with the
oversight of specially designated
monies. Jealousy in some cases and
suspicion of the “work” principle in
other cases have served to tie the
Commission’s hands, from time to
time. But in spite of civil war, in
spite of impaired endowment income,
it continues to function vigorously
and serve as an organizing agent for
many of China's self contained re-
sources of relief.

Thus, while the American Red
Cross China Famine Relief was not
the first to set famine victims to
work, nor the first to pay for work
in food supplies, while it did not in-
troduce the revolving fund principle,
nor provide a permanent famine
fighting organization in China, the
successful operation of all of: thesc
plans on a large scale through a con-
siderable period of time was influen-
ced largely Dy the success of the road-
huilding and well-digging efforts of
1020-21. Indeed, it is probably notitoo
much to say that if those efforts had
the un-

future major reclamation projects in ‘iexpectedly large success which was

China when government hecomes suffi-
ciently regenerated as to make pos-
sible the cooperation of the large

heirs, the good works of these later,

viears would mnot have been at-

tepted.

Education in Applied Economics

(Continued from Page 5)

Yenching  University  ( hitherto
known in this country as Peking
University) proposes to initiate an
experiment in the inductive teaching
of economics. The plan is to take the
classes into an agricultural village, make
a survey, follow products from soil to
market, find out the sources and routes
of goods consumed in the village, learn
of the principal hazards to health,
wealth and happiness in that village,
then decide what steps can be taken to
ameliorate the hard life of the people,
and finally attempt to organize that
village in such fashion as to make it
possible for the village to take the step
found to be desirable.

Conditions are ripe for work of this
kind. A great stirring is abroad.
Nearly every village has many self-
contained powers of improvement if
these can he organized and set in
motion. As an illustration might be
mentioned the case of a village in a
grape growing district where a new
teacher (a graduate of an American
agricultural college) sprayed his vines
when mildew made an appearance. As
a result of his demonstration, three
years later he ordered from America
almost a ton of lead acetate and was
trying to work out a plan for a com-
munity owned power sprayer.

Every improvement introduces a
whole train of related improvements.
There is the case of the highway
constructed between Taming-fu and
Hantan during the spring of 1921.
Mr. John Earl Baker tells how when
he made reconnaissance of the route he
saw there the counterparts of Iidwin
Markham’s “Man with the Hoe,” with
“loose hung jaw” and ‘“‘vacant stare.”
Go there now and you will see men
whose heads are up, who look you in
the eye. Two years after that road
was built they worked out an arrange-
ment with the motor-bus company
which operated over that highway, to
maintain the highway free of cost to
the hus company, while the company in
turn appointed as its representative in
the village, a man who maintains a
school for the village children. That
is what [ mean when I refer to “self
contained resources for improvement.”

Surely those who have it in mind to
push the sale of their wares abroad
might consider the sentiment as heing
somewhat practical which induces them
to “cast bread upon the waters” in

% support of enterprises like those just
tdescribed.
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