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Ideals of a Christian Missionary Institution in China
(Commencement address delivered before Yen-
ching University, 14 Sept. 1923, by QE;#¥1¥4L§W)“

Our honored guests, members of the Board of Managers, members of the
Faculty and of the Graduating Class,

Ladies and Gentlemen:

We are here to celebrate the graduating exercises of the 7th
gession of Yenching University, together with the opening exercises of the
8th session. [he Prasident of the University is once again across the
waters, working for the development of the University. &8 the senior

Dean, I was requested to speak a few words on his behalf,

It is customary on this occasion for the President to relate in
an outline way the progress and development of the University during the
yesr which mow closes, and state to you the plans for further development
which we shall work for in the year which is ahead. I shall not attempt

to do this. You will find some of these facts in the President's and the
Deans' reports and the various Bulletins issued by the Universitye. I
shall, however, take this opportunity to review with you in a very hasty
way, the ideals for which this University stands, and for a few moments

time exasmine whether in the past year we have been faithful to these ideals.
What, then, are the ideals of this University? ©So far as I, personally,
am able to see and appreciate, there are four outstanding ones.,

Yenching University aims to serve China as 2 truly Chinese
institution. The University was founded by missionaries of several national-
jties, who founded several colleges, some of which made the ir be ginnings
vefore the introduction of the modern educational system in China, With
a prophetic vision and a genuine love for China, they started their work
with small beginnings, and gradually developed into full-fledpged colleges.
With nobler vision for greater work and higher efficiency, these colleges
united to form the present institution. Thus, the begimning of the
University was made in the days when we Chinese were not appreciative
of modern education, but by their patient devotion to their task, they
gradually won many appreciative hearts and developed friends of like
minds emong the Chinese, Gradually they deve loped Chinese co=-workers
in their labor, and since the reorganization, and under the able leader-
ship of our beloved President, Yenching University has been character=-
ized by many as an institution which is leading the missionary education
in China in a definite and explicit policy, viz, making the institution,
as rapidly as possible, truly Chinese. This is evidenced by the increas-
ing number of Chinese members of the staff, with equal ranks and position
of honor as their foreign associates, according to their gifts and train-
ing. In the last few years, positions in the University Council, and in
sdministrative offices have also been open to the Chinese colleagues., <The
foreign colleagues have shown their Christian spirit in full support of
this policy, by electing to the positions of Deanship, the ir Chinese co~
workers. [he insuguration of Professor William Hung, of the School of
Religion, to the Deanship of the uen's College of arts and bciencgs last
year, made three Deans out of four of this University, Chinese., 1his
one event during this past year has made the year wor%hy qf rqmembrange,
for among the foreign members of the staff, men of seniority in experience
and in their services to the University, of maturity in scholarship and
honored for their achievements, have shown unusual willingnesswto give
encouragement to the Chinese, and particularly to the younger Chinese
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members of the staff. Lhey stepped aside in order to give the latter a
chance to learn, hoping thereby to develop & Chinese leadership. They
have added to this self-abnegation, faithful co-operation and loyal
support to the younger Chinese whom they have elected to the positions of
administrative responsibility.

This policy of making the institution truly Chinese is further
evidenced by the rapid development of the Department of Chinese. e have
gone farther than our limited resources permit, and thoroughly reorganized
the Department, giving full recognition to the services of men whose chief
contribution to the University is the teaching of Chinese culture,

This policy is further evidenced by the decision of developing
our University library, giving one-half of the library income during the
year to the acquisition of Chinese books.,

These are simply samples of what Yenching University has done
in this past year. They are but the beginnings of a greater future, It
is hoped that the institution will soon be registered under the Chinese
Government at the linistry of Education; and as rapidly as, and in
proportion to, the increase of Chinese leadership and financial support
available, the institution will rapidly become Chinese not only in the
sense of its service to Chinese students, but it will become an integral
part of the national life of the people, coexistent with the Chinese
national aspirations, and rendering services which will meet the full
expectations of the nation.

In the second place, Yenching University stands for academic
discipline. By a combination of historical experiences, &and national
and local circumstances, political, financial and otherwise, the state
of discipline in the schools and colleges of China today is not what it
should be, Authorities of educational institutions throughout the country
have found it a serious and delicate problem to maintain right discipline,

Yenching University has always stood for a policy which would

give full opportunity to the development of the students' initiative and
practice in leadership and self-government, It aims to lead the students
and to help them in such & way that when tkey finish their academic career,
they will find themselves able to teke the responsibility of leadership in
their future careers. It is a policy which always turns a stern countenance
toward anything which does not befit the departient and character of a
Christian gentleman., Every student is under the strict supervision of the
University author ities, so flar as such supervision is possible in a grow-
ing instita tion. At the same time, this policy emphasizes individual and
group responsibility, self-confrol, mutual help and co-operation. It
encourages and gives direction to student activities, through which in-
struction in practical citizenship is given, ZProblems of actual life are
used as exercises for such training. Thus, a charter was granted to the
students to form a Student self-Government Council, which has, in large
measure, helped to maintain discipline in such a way that discipline is

not some thing imposed upon them from without, but something grown and
developed with their own will and the legitimate use of their freedom.

In this past year the educational institutions throughout the
country have gone through some critical experiences, The Student Liovement
has called on the students of the whole country for a general cesassion
of class work in order to devote their time to patriotic demonstrations

and other undertakings. It is the policy of the University to respect an
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+ expression of patriotism which is ceniune and not under an influence which
finds its source in ulterior motives, or under the influence of ruthless
propaganda, It was definitely pointed out to the students that the
University would not allow any cesassion of work which meant escape from
duties or shrinking from unfinished tasks. The students responded to
this disciplinary measure Jjust as we expected. The oStudents' Council
decided that no student would expect any credit which he has not fully
earned, and that they would sit for every examination which is required;
and what is more, that no one would be allowed to sit for examination
until he had made up all classes which he had lost on account of the Student
Movement work., On this understanding, the University granted permission
to the students for the suspension of classes and the postponement of
exsminations during the last weeks of the term, and the University closed
for the summer vacation according to the regular calendar, It opened earlier
then usual this fall. All students returned, made up all the work which
they had missed, and then took their final examinations.

That is why, this evening, we have our graduating exercises
and opening exercises at the same time., In facing this problem, institu=-
tions throughout the country have employed different solutions., Some
institutions have allowed students to graduate without examinations ;
others on the records made up to the time when the Student liovement began
in June. Others required an essay or a thesis in place of the regular
exsminations. But Yenching has not allowed any student to get credit for
any of his work unless it has been fully completed and has met all the re-
quirements,

That the students responded readily, not through coercion, nor
with any threat of punishment, but through delibration and reasoning
to arrive at a decision with free will seems to me to be a clear indication
that proper academic discipline has become a part of the accepted life of
the students of Yenching,

In the third place, Yenching stands for international cooperation
and understanding. Lhe University was founded by friends of China from
Furope and america., Ihus, it was built upon a solid foundation of inter-
national good will., Its development and maintenance is made possible
by international co-operation., Its daily life is a laboratory exercise
for international comity. In this world of strife and misunderstandings,
such an experiment in promoting better understanding, good will and mutual
help be tween different nationals is extremely important, and it carries
with it the promise of & new world of equality and fraternity. There has
been much discussion in China sbout educational institutions under
Christian missionary auspices, end some question whether they should have
a place in China, It is my confident belief that the missionary institu-
tions made it their definite objective to serve China and her best in-
terests, put themselves under the direction and supervision of the proper
suthorities of the Government, same as any other Chinese institution is;
if such institutions did, in all their plans think for and strive for the
‘development of loyal and patriotric citizens of China, then they should
and will surely have their place in the general educational system of
China., If this is true, an institution like Yenching, which does strive
to fulfill these requirements, will not only stand side by side with
Chinese institutions and make equally important contributions, but will
also have a special contribution to make, namely, the promotion of inter-
national better understanding, which is the basis for international good
will,

Yenching University in the past year has taken a significant
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step in this direction by establishing a new relationship with the North
Chins Union Language School., By this new arrangement that School has
become the Yenching ochool of Chinese oStudies, through which nationals
other than Chinese are given excellent opportunities to study the Chinese
language, literature and philosophy. This newly affiliated School is
looking forward to an important program of making serious study of Chinese
culture and civilization, and takes upon itself the worthy task of inter-
pre ting the same to the people of other countries,

The former members of the staff of Yenching University have in
the years past, each in his or her own way, interpreted China to the
Wwestern nations, and through that they have rendered significant service
to China, With this new step taken by the University, we can confidently
hope for a yet larger service in the future,

Lastly, Yenching University stands for Christian ideals of
service, Yenching is first and last a Christian institution. It aims to
serve China not only by furnishing opportunities of education to the
young men and women of China, but she has made it her special duty to give
an education which aims to give all those who come to her the opportunity
to know the saving power of Jesus Christ, in wWhose Name the institution
was founded.,

80 the University has always put great emphasis on religious
education, In the last few years no effort has been spared in the re-
organization and building up of its theological school, whose aim is to
furnish men and women for the service of Christian religion, i{he Universi-
ty has endeavored to secure the best men and women available in the country
to take part in its teaching, and the quality of the individual members
of the staff of the School of keligion has justified the serious efforts
the University has made, This is evidenced by the fact that the len's
College chose its Dean from the staff of the School of heligion, and the
University has chosen from the same staff several department heads. rhe
staff is far from being adequate, and the equipment i§ far from be ing
satisfactory, but much advance has been made in this pust year in the
reorganization of its curriculum and the further raising of its standards.
Additional efforts are being made toward securing more Christian leaders
to serve on its faculty.

Another important step was taken by definitely placing the re=-
sponsibility of the religious instruction of the whole University upon
the staff of the faculty of heligion, With the enlisted co-operation of
members of the other faculties, they will, from now on, have full charge
of all the religious teaching of the University.

'he prominent part which the members of the different faculties
of the University have taken in the local and national Christian movements
is an evidence that Yenching University has been not only faithful to its
primary purpose, but that it has grown with it.

Looking forward to the new year of opportunities before us, we
hope that these four ideals will continue to be our guiding stars. By
the Grace of God and with whole-hearted co-operation from all of those
who are interested in her present development and future achievement-
Christian friends in Furope and america, members of the Board of irustees
and of the Board of Managers, and members of the Faculty together, with
a growing host of appreciative and cooperative friends among the Chinese
public a greater year is ahead of us,
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CLOSING ADDRESS DELIVERED BEFORE THE FIRST NATIONAL CONFERENCE
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HELD IN NANEING, CHINA, FEBRUARY 1924. TEANS;EQQ

THE CONTRIBUTION OF CHRISTIAN COLLEGES AND
UNIVERSITIES TO THE CHURCH IN CHINA

Timothy Tingfang Lew, Ph.D., NG
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Peking University
Tellow members of the fraternity of the Ecclesia Docens:

The Committee on Arrangements for this Conference have either
overlooked or deliberately waived the ordinary requirements for &
speaker, and have assigned to me the task of delivering the clos-
ing address of the Conference on this most important topic -- the
Contribution of Christian Colleges and Universities to the Church
in China. When ordered by the authorities of the Conference I ac-
cepted this assignment under protest, because in my opinion anyone
who tries to discuss or to prove before any Christian audience of
the twentieth century that the Christian Colleges and Universities
can make contributions, or will make contributions, commits the
sin of insulting the intelligence of his audience; and, anyone who
comes before this audience attempting to demonstrate what are the
contributions the Christien Colleges and Universities are making
to the Church, or advising what these contributions should be,
commits the blunder of bringing coals to Newcastle.

I finally yielded because I saw in this task the opportunity
to perform two humble duties which are mine. First, as one who
has received the benefit of once studying in Christian Colleges
and Universities in China, I have the duty to voice the sentiment
of my fellow countrymen; men and women who have received either
in part or in whole their education in these Colleges and Univer-
sities., They, together with their parents, and members of society
who are making use of the results of the education which we have
received, are grateful to those who have made these Colleges and
Universities possible; to those missionaries and their associates
who through their sacrifice and self-denial, undaunted courage and
divinely inspired perseverance, have built up these institutions
amid untold hardships and difficultiee; to those secretaries of
the Mission Boarde in America and Burope, who by their sympathetic
understanding and statesmanlike vision, have directed the policies
of the missions and supported those who are in the field, in rainy
and sunshiny weatheri to those members of the Boards of Trustees of
the several institutions who through their business efficiency,
educational guideance, and jintelligent efforts, have steadied the
hands of the secretaries of the Mission Boards and the members of
the Boards of Managers in the field, in the progressive develop-
ment of various projects; and, finally, to the multitude of the
faithful who throug@ their devotion to our common Master, have
been serving with their prayers and gifts as an unfailing source
of inspiration and support. :




My second duty is this: As one of the youngest members in
this common task of ours, I come to study and to learn, and there-
fore, to ask questions, With your kind permission I shall bring
before you a few questions which have come to my notice, and which
in my humble judgment deserve our constant attention, after we
leave this conference and return to our daily tasks.

The first question which is in the minds of Chinese Chris-
tians today is How can China be saved? What contribution can the
Christian Church in China make to the salvation of China? The work
of the Church is to preach the Gospel to every individuel in China,
to convert him or her and to enroll his or her name on the Church
register, This is the task, and an important task, of the church.
But does the work of the Church confine itself to this? Can the
Gospel to which every individual is converted be carried into the
collective life in the market place, in municipal offices, in
national assemblies and industrial factories and commercial cen-
ters? Can the Gospel which saved the souls of the individuals also
gave the soul of the nation? Can the teachings of Jesus be really
put into actual practice and create a new Christian social order?

China needs a new social order and it must be Christian. We
need new political leadership to deliver the country out of dis-
order and corruption, We can look for such leadership in gov-
ernment educational institutions, but can we expect from the in-
stitutions where Christ is not acknowledged as Lord and Master,
political leasdership that is guided and controlled by the spirit
of Christ, true and clean? We need new rural leadership for the
hundreds of millions of the rural population who have formed the
backbone of the country for five thousand years, but who are now
in the depths of misery and suffering. Who will lead them out
towards a new future? We can look for agricultural leadership from
the government agricultural schools, but can we get from agricul-
tural institutions which worship science and science alone the
leadership which is animated with the love of the man of Nazareth
who used to preach and to live with multitudes in the villages in
the rural districts. We need industrial and commercial leadership
to guide the hand that controls the rapidly developing industrial
and commercial systems; which determines the future destiny of
China. The government institutions in China and government schol-
arships abroad are supplying this leadership rapidly, but can we
expect Christian leadership from institutions both in China and
abroad, where efficiency and financial success is the chief goal,
and where mammon is worshipped and God is often forgotten? Where
can we get guidence through e careful study and research, with the
love of Christ and of fellowmen as its motive and the fear of the
Lord as its strength? Is the Christian social order coming, and
who will help the Church in Chine to carry out the task and hasten
the coming of the Kingdom? The Christian Colleges and Universities
in China ought to and must make this contribution to the church in
her fulfilment of the work of the Master; not merely by producing
a few graduates who achieve prominence here and there to decorate
the careers of some missionaries, or to supply missionary messages
with a few items of exciting news, but by concerted action, pains-
taking effort and perseverance to furnish the guidance and leader=-
ship in this process of transforming the social order and making
it Christian.




The second question comes from Christian friends in the West,
and it is rapidly becoming the great question in the minds of the
Chinese Ohristians. The Church in the West has generously contrib-
uted to the development and the support of the Chinese Church, It
has offered not only financial help but also the flower of its
manhood and womenhood. We are still calling for more missionaries
year after year, Should the West continue forever to send men and
women to China when they are badly needed at home? We have seven
thousand men and women missionaries in China today working at full
speed, and many to the point of physical overstrain, to carry on
the work. I know that there is no place where one would say that
we have enough workers and no place which is not orying for addi-
tional force. Seven thousand! and nearly half, if not two-thirds
of these are college trained men and women; and this only to main-
tain the present status of the work, not to mention extension and
expansion which is urgently demanded, if China is to be evangel-
ized. The Chinese Christians have rapidly been coming to self-
consciousness with growing appreciation of the fact that this task
ig their task and this duty is their duty. The Mission Boards and
the mission-supporting churches of the West have the right to keep
on asking this question: Do we have to send missionaries on and on
forever?

Shall we then look for leaders, at least of the same grade as
these college trained missionaries, to government institutions?
We hope some will come from government institutions as some have
some from state institutions in the West, but the majority of such
workers must come from Christian Colleges and Universities. The
Christien Church in China today needs people who will carry on the
work of the church as it is, and the Christian Colleges and Uni-

versities must study afresh the question of effective training for
the kind of workers we need, and the means and methods of making
their work count. For years to come we will need all the mission-
aries we have and many more; but if the church in China is going
to be a Chinese church we need many workers who are qualified to
take the place of missionaries. For the next decade the Christian
Colleges in China must make more definite efforts and wiser plans
not only to train up such leaders but also to study ways and means
of using such leaders, and of giving them full opportunity to lead
and to practice leadership. This will be not only a contribution
to the Church in China but also a help to the Church in the West
in achieving one of its most noble aims.

The third question which is in the minds of the people today
is being raised by those who are interested in the educational
problems of China. What is the future of mission schools, ele-
mentary and secondary? The missionaries have given China the im-
petus of modern education. They have introduced it and they are
carrying on an important part of the public education today. But
this part, though small, calls for a great deal of effort, mental,
physical and financial, to maintain it.

Once I saw the day when China of the Chinese will have come.
The public educational system has come into its own. In our cities
throughout the country the elementary schools are established and
90 per cent of the children of the nation are in school as they
are in Japan. The school system is free from any control of
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Buddhiem, Teoism and Mohammedanism or any other kind of religion.
Of the children that go to school there are hundreds of thousands
who are from Christian homes, whose parente desire for them in
addition to the public school education, adequate training in the
Ohristian religious life., They know that Sunday school is not
enough, and the home instruction is not always adequate, They are
happy to find that in every centre where there are elementary
schools there is a church school for Christian religious education.
The children receive the education for national citizenship in the
public schools, but as they come out of the schools three times

a week they receive additional training in Christian citizenship,
systematically and efficiently given in these church schools,
which do not interfere with the public education, but whose single
effort is to provide Christian training as & supplement and addi-
tion to the public school. And I see hundreds and thousands of
Chinese pastors exhorting their church members to perform their
duty of sending their children to these church schools for relig-
jous education. I see also an army of hundreds of thousands of
consecrated men and women who are being trained in Christian Col-
leges and Universities, whose ability stands second to none in the
public schools, and whose devotion and zeal stand second to none
in the Christian church, teaching in these church schools, I see
a multitude of children going into these schools daily, and many
non-Christian children also led by these Christian children, vol-
untarily joining the classes in the church schools after their
public schools hours., I see a country in which church and state do
not interfere with each other, each performing its own function.
But the church is equal to its task and is continuously bringing
up a new generation of Christians.

Alas! Soon I realized this was only a vision and I asked my-
gelf what will the Church do when one morning she awakes from her
slumber and discovers that she has not yet trained those one hun-
dred thousand religious educational workers to meet the pressing
need that knocks at her door.

What will be the future of Christian missionary elementary
schools in China? What is the contribution which Christian Col-
leges and Universities can make towards the solution of this prob-
lem? They must provide men and women who will not only be able to
carry on the work of the elementary school system which is under
the control of the Church today, but who will also get ready to
take up the task which should be the logical and necessary contin-
uation of this work when the public of Chine is ready to have a
genuine, national, compulsory, elementary educational system,
which will demand the giving up of the elementary school system
under the control of the Church.”

The fourth question which is being asked by serious-minded
Chinese Christians today is very pertinent to the thinking of this
body. What future is before the Christian Colleges and Universi-
ties themselves? Only a week ago when mentioning this conference
to a friend in Peking, he raised this very question: "These miss-
ionaries are working hard and are building up institutions as if
they had a place here in the future. Where are they heading? Do
they really think that the missionary Colleges and Universities
have a permanent place in the China of the future?" I asked my
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friend why he raised the question. He said that the answer could
not be given in a few words, but in the brief moment that was at
our disposal he gaid this:— "Should a foreign institution have a
permanent place, and can it make a really permanent contribution
to Chinese education? What about the permanent differences due to
race and background from which no foreigner has yet been able to
free himself in thinking and policy?"

I said, "My friend, you are the victim of the Western point
of view on education, the education of nationalism.”

"Yes, may be I am," he said. "But can we have education that
forgets the nation?"

There we parted. This friend is an earnest Christian man and
was once considered very seriously for a very important position
in one of our Christian Universities. He was formerly very active
in Christian work and at present is one of the most important
leaders in educational thought, but he has recently chosen to cast
in his lot with Government institutions. I knew what he said was
not a thoughtless remark, but the conviction of a ripe mind, There
T stood in a storm of Peking dust pondering over what he saild, and
I turned back and trudged slowly home. What is the future of
Christian Colleges and Universities in China? Have they a perman-
ent place and can they make permanent contributions to China? The
game old question which has besieged many active minds during all
these years! Hducation and Nationalism.—"Can an education that
forgets a nation be effective?"

T went into my study and before my private altar I started
my daily devotions. My scripture reading was the great messsage
of 8t. Paul on reconciliation., There I pondered over this passage
on my knees. I forgot my evening meal and pondered on. In the
stillness of the night, in the flickering light of the candles, I
suddenly saw the Cross as I had never seen it before, and I rose
from the prayer stool. I opened the door and went out, expecting
to meet the same dust storm again. But instead, the bright moon-
light filled the universe. I saw the light.

Raciasl differences? Yes, they are perhaps permanent, Points
of view? Yes, they cannot always be made identical. Background?
Yes, one cannot be entirely free. But Christian Colleges and Uni-
versities are an integral part of the Church as they should be al-
so an integral part of the nation. It is the supreme task of the
Christian Church to find in all this diversity an essential unity,
and to take that humanly insoluble problem, grapple with it, wrest-
le with it, and put every ounce of energy into the struggle, as
the Church has been doing for the last two thousand years, for the
reconciliation of man with man, and man with God, so that man can
love God with all his heart, with all his nind and with all his
strength, and love his neighbor as himself: that those who are
created and loved by God, and those for whom Christ has prayed,
may be truly one. This is the faith once delivered unto the saints.
The Church must be true to its faith and carry this out to the
actual 1limit, that the world may know and understand the message
of the Saviour, "that I am in my Father, and ye in me and I in
you." If the higher institutions of the world do not contribute




to the solutions of this peremnial problem which is confronting
the world today, then let Chin Shih Wang rise from the grave and
apply torches to the educational work of the world in the same
wholesale fashion as he did to the scholars and literature of
China centuries before Christ.

Christian Colleges and Universities in China by virtue of
their character, and the peculiar organization and system under
which they operate, should lead in search for the solution of in-
ternational problems through international brotherhood. Not only
must they lead in their research and teaching, but in the very
life of the institutions, their deily grappling with the problems
not at a distance, but right within the walls, in academic coun-
cils, in standing committees, in faculty gatherings, in meetings
of Boards of Managere and of Trustees, and in the daily associa-
tion and fellowship between teachers and students. Difficulties?
Yes, perhaps innumerable, Annoyances? Yes, they are many. Solu-
tions? Yes, they are difficult. But through it all the spirit of
of God is moving, if we will reverently seek and follow; and this
will be the greatest contribution Christiaen Colleges and Universi-
ties can meke to the Church, for it will recover for the church
the faith which was once delivered unto the saints, the faith in
the gospel of reconciliation, When this is accomplished, the
Christian institutions in China will be truly Christian and truly
Chinese,

The four questions which I have presented represent the type
of thinking common to the general public in the Church of China
today. I do not attempt to bring before you all such questions.
I should, however, consider myself unfaithful to my duty if I did

not present to you one more which is fundamental. That is the
question, How can China have an indigenous Church.

Where shall we look for guidance, inspiration and leadership,
for the building up of this indigenous Church? The Christian Col-
leges and Universities in the West have helped to make the Western
Church from the time of Saul of Tarsus down to recent graduates of
Oxford and Cambridge, Yale and Harvard; they stand as witnesses to
it, Together with and not separate from the efforts of the thous-
ands of evangelists and pastors and missionaries who have not en-
tered the college gates, but who have been working faithfully to
contribute their share to the upbuilding of this indigenous church
in China, the members of Christian Colleges and Universities in
Chins should share the responsibility and follow the principle of
the division of labor, in Christian love and cooperation and de-
votional harmony of effort, through prayerful study, reverent
research and fearless experiment, gradually building up the indi-
genous church of China, in thought, in leadership and in the find-
ing of solutions to the problems of support. Such a task will
inelude:

1. The creation of a Christian social order in China through
definite research and teaching. :
2. The creation of a body of men and women into whose hand
}he work of the missionaries will be definitely trans-
erred.,
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The creation of an army of aggressive, well-trained re-
ligious education workers and the buiiding up of a system
of national weekly and daily Church schools for religious
education,

4. The realization of a truly Christian international broth-
erhood through our plans, policies and daily practices.

5. The building up of the indigenous Church of China through
our study, research and creative work.

This may sound to some as theoretical and far-fetched; but
these are the five roads which the pioneers of the missionary high-
er educational work, unconsciously guided by God, have hewed out
for us and they are being pointed out to us with ever-increasing
clearness and definiteness by the hand of God.

The very fact that we are here as the representatives of
these institutions in such a conference for the first time, shows
that we are just beginning to take up our task as one united body.
I wish to remind all those who may inquire as to what the Christ-
ian Colleges and Universities have contributed to China thus far
of these Tew salient facts, that the oldest institution represent-
ed here is but fifty years of age; that the first degree obtained
after a complete college course in one of these institutions was
conferred only sixteen years ago; that not a single institution
represented here has a library containing more than 50,000 volumes;
that not a single institution represented here has adequate facil-
ities to carry on full-fledged instruction for a college course as
it is given in standard universities in America or Europej and
that there is only one institution which has enough scientific
equipment to carry on genuine scientific advanced research, and
that in one science only. And there is not a single institution
represented here which has any endowment to speak of.

Yet those who are engaged in Christian work have witnessed
another set of facts. Some of the cleanest and most outstanding
figures in the sordid political environment in China are products
of these institutions. Those who are carrying on the work of so-
cial welfare find the most liberal supporters, both in finance and
in enthusiasm, in the products of these institutions, Scattered
throughout the country in many educational institutions, serving
in various capacities as teachers and administrators spreading
Christian ideals and standards, are many graduates of these insti-
tutions. When the National Christian Council was born, represent-
ing practically all the Christian bodies in China, the entire body,
college men and non-college men, Westerners and Chinese alike,
with a unanimous voice called to the chairmanship a graduate of
one of these institutions; and to the secretaryship a man and a
woman, both graduates of these institutions.

We are, however, not concerned with these facts—the result
of the noble efforts of our seniors through the help of God. What
we are here for is to study our problems afresh, waiting upon God,
for His guidance and help to carry out this work, which is His
work. We are facing difficulties, and our paths may be beset with
discouragements and hardships of all kinds. The growing needs ex-
pose the appalling limitations of material resources. These diffi-
culties will increase as our work grows.




But comrades, behold! Yonder, the vision! the crucified
Christ! the Risen Lord! and the indigenous Church of China, His
Bride!




A Sefofe 13 1 1525”

The Bible and Graduatee of Christian Colleges in China

On September 13, 1925, Yenching Univereity celebrated its &th
Commencement, Al the Baccalaureate Service each member of the graduating
class was presented with a Bible and in wmuking the presentation, Dr,
Timothy 1. Lew made the following addrese:

Membere of the Graduating Clase of the Jolleges of arte and Sciencee for
Men and for Woimen:

You have been in thie Institution for four yeare, during which
period you have devoted your time and energy to geeking for knowledge and
truth, It ie the nrivilege of those who assoriate themeelves with the
Univereity ¥Faculty, to eerve in the canaeity of guide and helper in vour
effort, We have endeavored to nreesent to vou the best we have received
from our own teachere, and the beet we have found in our own efforte of
study, each in hie or her own nartieular line, In a modern inetitution
of education, with a eteadily srowing body of ktnowledge, each teuasher ean
hope to offer but a fraction of the truth whinsh 1e discovered in hie
varticular field, The intereste, nurnoee and objectives vary acecording
to the aseigned taerk, but there ie one rurrore, one objective, one interest
which ie common to all of tere who eerve in this University, and that
is to help wvou, each in his or her limited way, to get to know this Book,
Through various methods in resular elass room inetruastion, extracurriculum
study claeres, formal and informal patheringe, we have tried to helv vou
to know and to understand a little hetter, and to appreciate a little more
fully thie great Book,

It 1e in a faith in the teachinee contuined in thie Book that
men and Women have left their home-land in early dave, facing diffigule
tiee and running riske of dangere, to come over and eestuablish thie
Institutiong It is faith in the teachinge contained in thie Book that
hag led thousunde of men and women who have never been in China, who have
never seen you or your predecessors, and who will never gee thoze who
gome -after you, to contribute 2cgording to their strength the financial
support which makes the maintenance and develonment of this Univereity
poegible. Tt 18 through fuith in the teuchinge couldined in thieg Book
that men and women have turned away from more lucrative careers, more
promieing materiul futures, to come to China to join this faculty in order t
to serve you with self-deniul and eelf-imoosed limitations of life, Cheir
efforte mude the work of the University poseible, and it ie through them
that you have received the privilegze of your educution, It 18 through
faith in the teachinge of thie Book thut men und women have gone to the
ende of the earth to do heroiec service for peonle whom they 40 not know,
but have leamed to love, It 1e through faith in the teachinge contained
in thie Book that men and women have accomnmliehed great worke, have shat-
tered thronae, conqueped kinpdome, overcome eine, and established a reipgn
of neaace, love and juetice, It ie through the nower of thieg Book that
lives have been traneformed, that men maw 1icht in darkneee, found heln
in dietreer, comfort and muncer in eufferine, hone in desnair, Tt ie
through the ineriration of thie hook that eome of the noblest niecee of
literature have been nroduned, Yen find in thie Book revelations which
unrlift them from the earthly to the heavehly 1ife, and enable them to eee
vietlone, fill threm with gladrdeece of heart and uneneakable jov, Tt 1is
throush abeolute confidence in the noseibility of fulfillment of the
teachinge of thie Book that thousande unon thouesande have labored, and
are #till laboring, for the betterment of the world againet many odde,
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and have faced insurmountable obstacles fearleecly, whrough complete
obedience and unflinching loyalty to the Lord and Macter whosge teachings
and life are narrated in thig Book, throughout the zenturies men and
women, young and old, have offered their lives to carry out Hie teachinse,
and have willingly Puf ered martyrdom rather thun betray their truet.

It ie a Rook whish hae been translated into every tonzue known
to the civilized world, and ie being read and studied with worehipful,
revarent hearts throuzhout the world by millione of devoteees, Tt is,
therefore, a Bonk which evervy educated nerson must know, and lack of
knowledge of which 1e¢ a mark of ignorance in thie ase,

Tt 18 our singere hone that vou have acquired during these four
veare an intimate acquaintance with thie Book, and that unon your denar-
ture from these academic hulls you will go out into a world of service,
wlth an ingreasing avnrediation and a growing fuith,

If tn the last four yeare, any of ue have done thinge in our
lives contrary to the teachings of thie ook, we hone you will forgive
ug; and if there s any little service we ’g;, offered to you which
hae made vour livees richer and nobl .ery ; will find that thie Dook
hae been resnonsible for it.

Therefore, on thie memorable occurion, on the eve of your de-
parture from the University, we present to each of you a copy of this
Holy Soripture, "It is given by the inepirution of QJod, and i& profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for inetruction in richteousness, that the

A F1a

man of God muy be perfect, thorouzhly finiched in 211 good worke,™

This gift, muy I wdd, is made poessible throuzh the generosity
of the British und Foreign Bible Socievy. /. gift 48 «aie ub;OTﬁ
May 30th by friends who snnavr 2ly love (l ;.“ [ also add, that
the leuders of thie foclety, together with other miecionary socleties
of Great Brituin have, since the uhanpnwi incident, sent ue Chinece
"hri“‘iare words of sympathy and resolution hat they will stund by
any effort that will uphold Justice and "romote bettew relationehine
between the two paeonles, It is our confide beli@f that 1f the thang-
hal inecident and all other related nroblems bethen Yhina and the
Western natione afre going to be at all eolved, it can only be done if
thore who are working for the eolutione do imnlicgitly believe and
falthfully ocarry out the teushings of the Mastar recorded in thie Book,
which conetitutee a Joenel of renoneiliation and of neace to the world,

Thie ie the bept pgift in our noereceion to present to you, and
mav vou treacsure itg etudv 1t and find in it ineniration, hona, help,
et rencth and eternal 14 fe,
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¢ Thus briefly, and in my inadequate way, I present to you some of
the salient facts of the University in this past year, and with them the
greetings and welcome of the University on behalf of the President.
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The Study of New Testament Greek and Chrietian Minietry in China,

At the 8th Commengement of Yenching University held in the first
week of September, 1925, a clarg of six theologiocal students including one
woman graduated, All of them had aollege degrees in arte and all of them
took the three vears' course in Theology, They all studied Greek and rome
have studied Hebrew in their theological gourse, To them were presented
Bibles in Greek and in making the »nresentation, Dean T, T, Lew made the
following remarks:

Membere of the Graduating Clase of the School of Religion,-

You are a class of seven with the excention of one member who
unfortunately met with an accldent and therefore, fuiled to complete his
work, All of you have done creditable work and will receive your diplomas
to-morrow, Three of you ure ubgent toenight, one on acgcount of his mother'e
gsevere illness, and the other two ure detained by the preesing work of ‘the
church, In present*ng the Biblee, I have & brief mesgsage for you and I aek
that you kindly trunemit gume to the absgentees, To you it is not necesgary
to emphasize the value of thie book, how wital it is to the livees of use
individuals and to the deetiny of the human race, for you have congecrated
your lives to nreach it and to teagh it, We hope thut vou may be able to
make far more eloquent anneale to our fellow cgcitizene than any we san make,
There are only two nointe T wieh to emphasize at thie time:= Three years
ago before vou entered the School of Religion, we »ut up to you as a require-
ment for graduation the study of Wew Testament Greek, Ae a reeult, some
of vou add on to vour alrealdv heavy underpgraduate nrogram the study of ano-
ther foreign language; =ome of vou had to take an evtra amount of work after
vou entered the School of Religion becguure of thie (reek; eome of you aid
it not without =ome miepivinge, but all of vou met the requirement and took
the work failthfullw, rome of vou chowed vour great annreciation of the value
"of the studv by volunturily electing in addition to Greek, the study of
Hebrew, To-d4ay we nresent to yvou not only a acony of the ?1ble in Englieh
and chineee, but alro a sovy of the Wew Testament in ite original tongue,
Thie ¢ift $neniree in us two hovnes and on yvour nart it imnlies two great
raenoneibilities, There are the two rointe T wiech to emphasgirze:-

Ly The resnoneibility of internretation, The time you devoted to
the studv of New Testament dreek wag nececcarily limited, But even with
that limited amount of knowledge which vou have acquired, vou have learned
enough to know ite value, [The doors are onen to you to see new meaninge,
gommenturies become intélligent appuratue; ehades of meaning and rubtlety
of ideas, difficult to tranelate into a foreign language, become plainer
to you, Freeh internretation from the eternal truth becomes poseible to
you, if you are seeking after it The privilege ence conferred uron you
demande of you in return better Fp rvice in yvour nreaching and teaching
work, You are expected not to follow blindly the internretatione made
by othere, Independent judgment will be expected of you., People will look
up to yvou for convigtione arrived aut through clearer understanding, Though
your knowledge ie very limited, you ure given a start on the path to higher
knowledge and righer acquaint;nce of God'e word, Thies privilege hae only
been given to a very limited number of people in China, In thece days of
ungafe teachinge, extreme doctrines, the eraving for things new without
regard to things which have been found to be true and val id you are gent
out to preasch the Word of God in a country where the “WOWLed?e of the Bible
ie etill very infantile You are expected to supnlement in a very important
and Deculiar way, the wo*k of your geniore in the chursch in thie narticular
asnect, Even opfore vou benome ae mature and aes exnerienced as they,

"




~ "2l
they have the right to ask you to furnish them with the kind of aseistance
you are supnored to glve because of your acgess to the original language
of Serinture, Now once more let me emphausize the fact that your knowledge
on thie subject ie very limited for the New Teetament ieg a subject of
life-gtudy, It is imperative for you to realize that, for a "little
knowledge ie often a dangerous thing", It behooves you to keep up thie
study after you leave the school, Thle is a very difficult task, for a
modern minisber's life leaves not much time for study and there are many
other dutiee which will enpgage your attention, But @od bless you that
you may, in spite of difficultles, keep up with thle subject even in your
buey life of service, for unlegs you do so, the time you have snent in it
may not give you the adequate return it should,

2 The resvongibillity of translation, fhe emphaeie I have laid
upon the responsibility of you who huve studied New Teslament Jreek, is
more evidently shown in another aspect, that is the lLranslation of the
Holy Seripiureg into Chinese .nd on thie I shall only touch briefly,

The noble missionaries from foreign lunde from Morrison down to those
great souls who are still moving among us, havé done for China a servige
which no words cun adeqQuately expregs, fhink of the tremendoue diffi-
cultiee they have to face in tranelating the Bible into a foreign language
go utterly different irom thelir mother tongue, and a language absolutely
unknown to them until they hsve reached the age of maturity, Yet with
their heroic effort, painetaking work and God-given nereeverance, they
tranelated the Bible inte Chineee and through a succesclon of revislone,
the Bible in Thina has reached a degree of remarkable exgellence, All

of thoce who underetand the work, anmnreciate deenly the service which

the miecionarvy tranelatore have rendered, But there has rifen a volce
amohg the faithful in 2hina, a voise which has =srown steadily in recent
vears, No matter how zood the exipting version of the Serintures in
China 1es, 't ie not the Chinese version, Although manv Chinece helrers
were emrloved in the tark of tranelating, but they were uesually clerks,
gonigte, lanpguapge teashers and at their beet, advieere, very few of whom
knew the Tnelish lancuapge and practically none knew (Qreek, The eervice
of the Thinese thug far in the tranelation of the exieting verelon of

the Jhinese Bible wae not original nor inderendent; not fundamental, but
merely secondary, It ig no wonder that the gry for an indigenous version
of the Jhinege Bible hae been pereistent 1f not very loud in the last
twenty veare, Thie cry, let me emphaisze once more, iscno reflegtion
whatever uron the tranelation worik done by wmiseionaries for which we have
only gratitude, because the Bible is so intimately a nart of the life of
the people of any nation which has aggepted it, it ie only f2ir and right
that each nation should nroduce ite own versesion, Vot until the Zhristian
scholars of China bring to the sagred altar all their gifts and talents,
the rich treasure of China'e literature and poetry, and consecrate them to
the service of Jod, and labor as thelr illustrious predecesesore, the
mieeionary translatore did, with humility and devotion, can we expect to
have a version of the Chinese B3ible which the world will recognize justly
as [he Shinese 3Zible, What Tyndale, Wyecliff and Luther did for the anglo
saxong aud tne Teutonic peoplee, some Chinege Chriestians muet do for our
race, If China hae anything ad all to contribute to the world, it is her
rich treaesure of Literature, unsurpaseed by any other in the world, and
if the Bible ie golng %o become a part of our national life as it has
become in the livee of other nations, then we must pray to God to raigse
among us Tyndales, Wyecliffe and Luthers, What a wonderful oprivilege if
any of you by “he grace of God, is glven a share in thie glorious tusgk




hat i before us! It ie our earnest nprayer, therefore, that either some
f you yourselvese or through your preaching and teaching you will help to

»roduce such men and women to do the work, It ie not a wild dream, it . _
le a legitimate hone.

God bless you in recelving these gifuis, May you receive from
Him heavenly wvislone uand holy talente to

fulfill these two resnonsibilities,
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l. The United Church

(a) We Chinese Christians who represent the varlous 1eading
deriominations express our regret that we are divided by the
denominationalism which comes from the West,

(b) We are not unaware of the diverse gifts through the
denominations that have been used by God for the enrichment
of the church.

(¢) Yet we recognize fully that denominationalism is hased
upon differences, the historieal significance of which,
however real and vital to the missionaries from the ;eot

are not shared by us Chinese. Therefore, denominationalism
instead of being & source of insgpiration, has been and is a
source of confusion, bewilderment, and inefficiency.

(d) We recognize also most vividly the crying need of the
uhrlstian salvation for China today, and we firmly believe
that it is only the united church that can save China, for
our task is great and enough streagth can only be attained
through solid unity.

(e) Therefore, in the name of the ford, Who prayed that all
may be one, we anpeal to all those who love the same Tord to
follow His command and be united into one church, catholic
and indivisible, for the salvation of China.

(f) We believe that there is an essential unity among all the
Chinese Christians, and that we are voicing the sentiment of
the whole Chinese Christian body in claimlnr that we have

the desire and the p0351b111ty to effect a speedy realization
of corporate unity, and in calling upon missionaries and
representatives of the churches in the West, through self-
sacrificial devotion to our Tord, to remove all the obstacles
iﬁ order that Christ's prayer for unity may be fulfilled in
China.

(g) We confidently hope that the Church of China thus united
will be able to stand as an 1mpetus to the speedy healing of
the broken bodies of Christ in the West.

The Indigenous Church

(a) We Chinese Christians do hereby acknowledge that the church
is the spiritual home of Christians where we receive a spiritual
nurture which should not be alien to the racial inheritance

and spiritual experience of our people.

(b) We register our appreciation and gratitude for the devoted
and self-sacrificial serwice of the missionaries who have
helped to build up the Christian Church in China, and for the
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Churches in the West which has made the service of these
missionaries posgible.

(¢) But we wish to voice the sentiment of our people that the
wholesale, uncritical acceptance of the traditions, forms and
organigations of the West and the slavish imitation of these
are not conducive to the building of a permanent genuine
Christian Church in China,

(d) We notice, moreover, that the Chinese Church is becoming
congscious of her own unique mission and duty today.

(e) The history of China, the characteristics of the people,

the nature of the work, the results of our past experience,

and the rapidly changing conditions of the country all demand

an indigenous Church which will present an indigenous
Christianity - & Christianity which does not sever its continuity
with the higtoriceal Churches but at the same time takes
cognizance of the spiritual inheritance of the Chinese race.

(£) Therefore, we appeal to all the followers of Jesus Christ
in China, with united effort, throush systematic giving, to
reach the goal of self-support, through persistent practice,
fearless of experiment and failures, to reach the goal of
self-government, and through relipgious education, and adeguately
trained leadership, and devoted personal work, to attain the
goal of self-propagation.

(g) e declare further that the time has come when Chinese
Chrigtians should make a careful study and with courageous
experimentation find out what should be the forms and
organizations and method that are the most practicable and
helpful for the establishment of an indigenous church,

(h) We call upon the missionary leaders of the Church to
assist the Chinese in carrying out this great task by their
useful advice and by giving unfettered freedom to the Chinese
Christiang in these experiments.

(i) We confidently hope that time will soon come when the
Church of China will repay in part of that of which she has
bountifully received from her mother Churches in the West,

the loving tribute of the dsmghter - contributions in thought,
life and achievement for the enrichment of the Church Catholic.

The Deeper Congecration of the Churech

(a) We recognige that the personal conduct of individusl
Christians and the behavior of the Church as a body is the
living testimony to the Gospel of Christ.

(b) We recognize that China is now passing through a critical
state of transition and in every walk of life there is a
crying need of moral charscter,




(5)

comm—

(¢) We thank God for His creation of oprortunities which have
changed the indifferent attitude of the Chinese nation %o
Christianity, to an attitude of close scrutiny. This demands
an even more genuine Christian life on the part of every Christ-
ian and on the part of the Church as a body.

(1) We confess with humiliation the failure of the Church to
live up to the opportunity God has given her, The personal
conducet of some Christians and the life of the Church as a
body have left much to be desired.

(e) We recognize that the task of evangelization cannot be
efficiently done without a genuine Christ-like life.

£) MTherefore, we appeal to all those who call themselves
Christiansg to rededicate and reconsecrate their lives and
pray that the living power of the Holy Spirit may help us to
glorify the name of Christ,

More Diligent Study of the Word of God.

(a) We accept the Bible as the lnspired Word of God and the
gupreme guide of faith and practice.

(b) We do hereby express our appreciation of the patient
persistent and diligent work of those gervants of God who
made the Bible known unto our people.

(¢) We are fully conscious of the fact that the Chinese
Church as a Church is yearning for a Bible for the Chinese
which is the work of the Chinese. Just as the English Bible
is the work of English scholars and the German Bible is the
result of the labor of German men of God, 80 the Chinese need
a version of the Scriptures which is & product of the reverent
gcholarship of the Chinese race.

#rom the experience of our work and the rapid advancement
of learning and in view of the future task of the Church, we
have come 1o the conclusion that we must have an indigenous
version of the Holy sScriptures just as we need an indigenous
Church.

(i) we, therefore, call upon all Chrigtians in China to study
more diligently the Word of God, first of all individually in
an ever-increasing devotion for one's own spiritual life, for
comfort, for hope, for faith and to gain strength for
Christian service.

(e) And, secondly, we call upon the students in schools and
colleges to see the glory of Biblical gscholarship and to offer
their lives to it's thorough study, preparing themselves by the
grace of God to be adequate interpreters and expositors of

word of God, in our noble Chinese tongue, s0 th at the people

of China shall share in full measure with the people of the




West the splendour and joy of the Truth.

(f) We believe that since the Bible is the Jord of God, the
truth of God fears no test, It can stand any investiga{ion
of a reverent heart, /e wish to make lmown that we fear no
application of any genuine scientific method to the study of
the Holy Scriptures.

(¢) But we wish to make 1t clear that the study of the Holy
Scriptures should not merely be for its literary or intellectual
interest but should mainly and primarily be for the guidance

of actual living. We as a Church hereby renew the pledge to
follow the light of Holy Scriptures in our social

and national living.

(h) We hereby lay emphasis upon the value of the whole Bible
and call upon all Chrigstians in their religious education in
the home, in schools and colleges, in the Church and its
geminaries, to make the Bible and the whole Bible central in
their teaching., e

(i) we firmly believe that the Bible is Cod's liessage to every
individual irrespective of educational attainments. So it is
our aim that the Holy Scriptures should be read by ever;
ecitizen of the Republic. The high percentage of illitferacy
among our people should be faithfully dealt with by the united
effort of the whole Church in order to hasten the day when the
Holy Seriptures can be opened up to all who have eyes to read,

Social Regeneration.

(a) We take this occasioy to stale in most emphatic terms

our realization of the tragic reality of Sin, its hideousness
and its all prevaisiveness, and to testify to the saving grace
of Jesus Christ, through whose death we are reconciled to the
holy and righteous God.

(b) We also believe that sin is fundamentally an individual
problem but it is also social. Wwe helieve that an unjust
econonic order, an unrighteous political regime, unfair treat-
ment of eny human being, or of any group, is unacceptable to
the righteous and loving God,

We take this ocoasion to express our appreciation of the
various forms of social service which have been rendered to
our people through the earnest efforts of the gervants of God
and sustained by the generous support of the Faithful in the West.

We confess our failure to meet adequately the social needs
of the Chinese people thus far,
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We are further conseious of the ever-increasing and
crying need of the social regeneration in China today, Ve
recognize that a thorough-going application of Christian social
teachings is of primary importance.

We hereby call upon the whole Church to proclaim the
justice as well as the love of God, and to apply Christ's
teaching of justice as well as that of love in our social life,

We hereby call upon the church to mobilize all her forces
to work for the regeneration of the home, of economic conditions
of political standards, of educational, industrial and commercial
life, in thought and in practice, through the spiritualizing
power of Christ, and to accomplish it at any cost and at whatever
sgerifice the Church may suffer, so that we may hasten the
gpeedy coming of God's Kingdom and the full realization of His
will on earth as it is in Heaven,

International Brotherhood

(a) We of the Chinese Church believe that God has made of one
blood 811 nations that may dwell on the face of the earth and
that he is no respecter of persons or of nations, but the loving
Pather of all. ;

(b) We éxpress our appreciation of the manifestation of
international brotherhood through the missionary effort of the
last century in China, but we atl the same time express our
deepest regret for the unfortunate circumstances through

which Christian work has been introduced into China and that
the history of the Church of China has been darkened Dby the
agsociation with the repeated incidents of national humiliation
which have been one of the greatest obstacles to the speedy
evangeligation of our race.

We, as a Church, confess her failure to stay the hands
of the so-~called Christian governments of the Weat in their
unchristian exploitation and aggression upon the sovereignty
of China,

We fimly believe that the teaching and the life of Christ
have taught us beyond any doubt the possibility and the
necessity of international world~brotherhood. With Him nothing
ig impossible. -

(c) ie hereby call upon everyone who serves in the Christian
Churceh in China to seize every opportunity of promoting either
national friendship and to fight together against any inter-
national injustice.

(d) We further believe that the starting point for genuine
internationalism is afforded by the providence of God within

the Chureh of China, in the development of which different

nations have heretofore had a share. e
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(e) We express our appreciation of the good examples of
international comity and cooperation among the missionaries
of different nationalities anl especially to the increasing
effort for Union work in educational and medical service.

We confess at the same time that the relationship between
foreign missionaries and the Christian workers, partly due

to almost unavoidable circumstances, and partly due to human
weakness, has left much to be desired. We are voicing the
gentiment of the loyal and devoted servants of the Church in
all parts of China to ask for a more vigorous effort on the
part of missionaries to improve the conditions, to emphasize
Chinese leadership, to sacrifice individual preferences and
such national and racial prejudices as have in many instances
retarded the speedy formation of an indigenous church in China.
We also call upon Chinese Christian workers to study the
problem of cooperation and to Dbe versistent and patient as

to their faith in its practicability, for only through
cooperation can the great task of the evangelization of

China be accomplished,

(f) We a8 a Church believe that God has a special mission
for each nation on this earth, that each nation has a
definite contribution to make to the progress and enrichment
of humanity; that China, which hag been preserved by Him
throughout these ages as an independent and govereign nation
has her distinct destiny and contribution to make to the world;
that in the present world conflict and restlessness and under
the yoke of accurmulated national humiliation, we Chinese
Christians feel as one with our fellow citizens that we must
turn to somewhere for genuine love as the only solution

for the present international situation, Therefore, we call
upon the whole Church to exert her influence 1o demand

from time to time adequate hearings from the nations of

the world Ffor our claim to the inelienable right of our
nation to her sovereignty and to her unfettered opportunity
for development and growth, and that the church should work
with untiring zeal through some definite program to promote
sueh international service as will attain the end we seek.

(g) Turthermore, we call upon all Chinese Christian pastors
anl other teachers to christianize the rapidly developing
national consciousness that we as a nation may be a witness
to the whole world of the wonderful gift of the peace-loving
nature with which God has endowed our race.

Evangelism

(a) We the Chinese Church declared that we have the commis-
gsion from the Head of the Chureh, Jesus Christ, to proglaim
the gospel to every creature.

(b)  We express our appreciation for the work of the missgion-
aries who through untold difficulties have blazed the way and
1aid down the foundation of a great structure for national
evangelization and for the Chrigtian Churchesg in the West
through whose faithful support the missionary work has been
developed and attained its present growth.




(e

() We confess with humiliation that we Chinese Christisnsg have
fallen short in thorough-going efforts to carry on the noble task
which is ours.

(d) In view of the small percentage of Christians in proportion
to the population, the vast extent of territory where darkness
gtill prevails, and the lack of indigenous and vigomnous presenta-
tion of the Gospel to the various classes of society, we sense the
appalling need of a thorough-going evangelism,

(e) We hereby call upon all the followers of Jesus Christ to
go forth with renewed zeal and consecrated heartg, with

persi stent efforts, and through united and definite programs,
to evangelize every part of China,

(£) We hereby declare that in our evangelistic efforts we

stand solidly on the evangelical faith of the Christian Church,
the faith which has given us our genuine religious experience
and which has led us into intimate relationship with God our
Pather through Jesus Christ our Lord, We also emphasize that
the evangelical faith which we proclaim is 2lso the faith of

an abundant life which actually manifests God's love as revealed
through Jesus Christ and which is being continually revealed

and witnessed in our hearts by the Holy Spirit.

(g) We take this opportunity to state our religious experience
in our own tongue and in our own way as a summons to this evan-
gelical faith from the Chinese Church to its non-Christian
fellow-citizens.
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