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UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA

West China Kission

Chengtu, Hze. July Sth, 1832,
Rev. Frank Anderson, D. D.,
45 Grosvenor Strect,

tondon, Ontario

Deayr Dr. Znderson:

Sinece the An-ual Meeting of the West China Union University hoard of
Directors in April, the Executive Committee of that body has met several times to
disecuse the Univereity budget for the year 193<£-33. At the lest meeting 1 was
instruoted, s English secretary, to place the situetion before the Board of
Governors with & request that sssistance be given the Board of Directors in
palaneins the budget for the current wcademic yesr, i. e., 1932-33.

Doubtless Dr. HBeech has been in correspondence with you regarding some
of these matters, snd I need not go into too muech detail regarding the finsncial
diffieculties we face this yesr. The budget ae presented by the Finence Committee
to the Hosrd of Uirectors did not come within £6,000 Hex. of belancing inocome end
expenditure. Tven tiis mueh had been accomplished only by most rigid econony snd
outtins of departmental esticstes by 8% as compared with the year just closing.
The only exseption to tris was in the Science Feculty whionh, becsuse of unususl
sirounstances, felt unable to take tris imitial reduction.

The resson for this was the urgent need of increasing the nurber of
Ohinese teschers in the Science Faculty, if the work was to be oaurried on this fall.
That depertment hes suffered very heavily in recent years through the inability of
men like payne, Johns, and Sewell to return, and also through the lamented desath
of Dr. Stubbs. u4iss Payne who hsas been teuching chemistry for two years has
sompleted her contract and left the University at tbe end of June. Wr. and irs.
Dye, who headed the "hysics snd Hatnematics Departments respectively, went on
furlourh this spring, leaving only one missionary wmember on the staff of the Seience
Faoulty, viz., ¥iss Downer. The United Church of Canada has appointed ir. R. C.
Spooner to the Dep't. of Chemistry, but he is still » lsnguage student and will
not be aveoilauble for another yeer. As a result four Chinese teachers necd to be
added this fall, if the required courses ere to be taught. The salaries of these
four new tescrers must be met by our reduced budpet.

T @ basie difficulty confrouting the newly organized Board of

Directors iz thet we have a rapidly growing and expanding institution with «
prentically fixed income. The Board of Covernors hes fixed annusl contribution at
£80,000 Yex. The other main source of income is tuition fees. Long and sorious
songideration was given to the question of inoressing fees, both by the soard itself
and the Finsnce Committee end Cabinet to whom we referred our recommendations for
diseussion. At present the fees are roughly §45 Mex. a year. bBut beginning with
the somine full term we have decided to increase the fees for new studemts on the
following scale:

APtS wwemeewnmecmameean $55 Hex. per yr.

Heience ~= 80 lMex., per yr.

vedieal und Dental ~-- 85 Hex. per yr.




Dr. Frank Anderson -l July 5, 1932

These represent, in relation to living costs, very sppreciable increases of from
22 to 33 per cent. When you consider that the Government University charyes
practicully no fees, you #3411 understand the difficulty of charging fees on the

sbove scale.

very careful consideration wan also given to the guestion of reising
fees for students now registered in the University. 1, personally, war in favor of
pressing this matter, put the coopted member on our Board from the Provincial Bureau
of Eduostion, as well as the act ing~-President M¥r. Fong, opposed this sugrestion
believinz it impossible to oarry out. The ground of their objection was that old
students rererded the University as heving made s contract with them regarding
fees at the rate charged them when they firet enterest the University. They said that
to increase them now would be only inviting trouble and opposition. That is, Chinese
psycholocy dossn't permit of such action. It was finally decided to drop the
sugrestion ses being impracticel.

Now it may be sugrested by the Board of Governmors that one function of
the Board of Uirectors is to raise funds locally. This matter was brought forward
by the missionary members of the Board. The reaction of the Chinese members was
somewhat as follows as was dealt with by guite & number of them including all the
representatives of the Alurni Associstion. They do not regard it as at all
feasible to obtain funds from wealthy local gentyy or military men. The ressons
for thie ware partly because the University is a Christian institution still
unreristered, snd partly because in the present state of affairs here sny gifts of
siznificant value would inevitably involve a guid pro quo of some kind.

The nlumni feel that it is too soon to expect much sssistance from them.
Thev say that, not counting the class just pradusted, there are only about one
hundrad and seventy or eight graduates, Of these a very sconsiderable number are
in ¥ission or Church employ st salaries whieh make it impossible for them to
support the university. The others are divided roughly into two groups = arts
rraduates and madical-dental gradustes. Tre former, they assert, are not only
nandisapped by having greduated from an unregistered university, but in addition
are tyrown into close competition with the rreat multitude of graduates of
rovernment institutions - many of the latter are returned students from abroad
#ho hold hirh academic degrees. The doctors and dentists they admit are in &
different caterory. They ere the one group whosa services are in real demand
by Chinese scclety today and fron whom we might expeot assiatance.

Infortunately, o far as our immediate needs are concerned, the
majority of these medical and dental pradustes have been out only & short while
and are just establishinz themselves. In addition most of them are repaying
debts contracted during trneir University course. A£11 these things, the alumni
renresentatives contended, preclude any sipnificant assistance from the alumni for
another four or five years at least. They admis the very fine support being given
to universities in Eastern China by their alumni, but point out that their numbers
are very large and such men are firmly established in business or professional
l1ife and so well able to support their alma mater.

tavine thus canvassed every possiuvility of raising funds we were
compélled to cut the flclience Faculty by $2,000 Sze. This together with what we
expect to get from the inereased fees of new students brought our prospective
deficit down to about $2,5600 Mex. I should heve stated that, in spite of very
considerable cpposition, the Board definitely and unanimously voted apainst any
increase in salaries of the Chinese steff for the coming year.




. Prank Anderson 3w July 5, 1932,

By a resolution of the Executive Committee I was instructed to
request the Soard of Governors to permit us to use $2,000 Mex. this year from the
funds acerued in Shanghai from gains on exchange. The members of the Roard of
Directors are persomally assuming the remaining $500 Mex., of which the misaionary
members must assume their share even though sach of us has verv serious commitments
in our own ¥Yission work.

Yow, as secretary of our United Chureh of Canads Mission in Wast China,
I am fully sware of all that is involved in this request for funds from gains on
exchange. DBu: I oan honestly mssure the members of the Board of Govarnors that we
see no other way of meeting the present erisis. I belleve the statement o the
alunni repraesentatives is based on solid facts, that is, that we oannot axpect
for a few years any appreciable support from that source. Unleas we are preparsd
to close down departments (and what could be closed without erippling the whole
institution?), we see no way of meeting the situation in the interim other than
by such a supplementary grant from the RBeard of Governors from the gains on exchange.

At the meeting of our Zxecutive at which the above resolution was
passed Dr. Seseh did make one other suggestion. He offered to be responsible
for one~half of the prospective deficit 1if the Board of Directors would assume
the other nhall. This was rejected since we felt that while he would in all
probability find kis share in Amerieca, we would have to assume personally the
balance., This we are ahsolutely unable to do under present conditions when our
own salaries are being cut, and we ere belng called upon to assume large shares
in work itema, because of the decreased grants from our respective Boards for
maintenance of the regular mission work.

In clesing I ought to mention one other fact relating to the
greatly increased cost of maintaining the University. Thet is, the Increased cos®
of seientific aguipment and materials such as chemicals. This is due not only te

the present high tariff as compared with former years, but chiefly to the mbnormal
11legal taxes levied by the military on all freight shipped above Chungking. These
charges amount %o anywhere from 25 to 40 per cent of the original value or sost of
the goods.

We, therefore, respectfully urge upon the Board of Covernors a
sympathetic consideration of our request since we see no other way to waintain
the present work of the University and at the same time to prevent a daficlt from

year to year.
‘m bhehalf of the Board of Direectors, I am
Yours vary sincerely,

(signed) Gerald S, Rell
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4th May, 1936.

Dr. B.A. Garside, St
Associated Boards for Christian Colleges in China, (2(; i
NEW YORK CITY, U.S.A. ;

R T BN iat | o
Dear Dr. Garsideq N DEXED j Fqﬁ
/?gince the receipt of the Board of Governors' letter
suggesting certain changes in the Contrectual Statement and
Constitution of the Board of Directors, we have had several " {
meetings both formal and informal to discuss these matters., ﬁ?;ﬁ

Board of Directors has sgreed to the same. However, in e ﬁ!’““

regard to Section II, clause 4, of the Contractual Statement,
the Directors feel they cannot agree to the addition of this
clause., In the first place, it says "eall the represent-
atives of one missionary organisation and their related
church body", and as you know, at the present time there is
only one representative of any missionary orgenisation or its
related church body of the Board of Directors.

Where the changes have been merely verbal the d?w e

The chief reason, however, for our considering it
inadviable to include such a clause is the changed conditions
under Awhich the University is now administered. Formerly
full authority rested with the Senate acting for the Board of
Governors. At the present time the University is administered
under uniform regulations fixed by the Department of the
Ministry of Education. The Board of Directors and the
University have not the sasme liberty of action as was enjoyed
by the Senate. We feel, therefore, that there will be times
when it will be necessary for the University to take immediate
action on Government instructions. If we had such a regulation
as this it is quite possible that we would not be able to take
the necessery action without first referring it to the Board of
Governors. You will understand that for psychological reasons
this is cuite undesirable. This cleuse was formerly included
in the old Constitution but was not invoked, and we believe
the University cen continue to funetion without the inclusion
of this clause in the Contractual Statement:;;;/




West China
BOARD OF DIRECTORS CHENGTU, WEST CHINA

SECRETARY'S OFFICE
s-#-36

In the second place/y;he Board of Governors
suggests certain additions to Section V. and Section VII,
clause (b) of the Constitution, Since this Constitution
has already been forwarded to the Ministry of Education
when registration took place, we believe that it might
raise serious cuestions if we made suggestions towards
additions or changes at this time., We trust, therefore,
that the members of the Board of Governors will see the
inadvisebility of making these additions at this time, /7/

Yours sincerely,

AR
;

Secretary.

GSB/MR.







‘}‘ZLeg,-f— 4 fﬁ%%y est China Union University
ﬁeaﬂ”ﬁ?} Evans:;k;éxl / ¢£Z£j?%2§f%i Chengtu, March 20th, l§43.“;’
" We enclose herewith Minutes of-emeeting of the Executive Commlttee
e Board of Directors, held on March €th. \
We regret exceedingly to have to report the death of Mr, 8.0/ Yanp, A
B8 irman of the Committee, on March 15th., Mr., Yang had & long and
Imtimate assocletion with the University, from which he recelved the first
morary degree conferred by the institution, He was for 25 years Principal
g ,ﬁihe Union Middle =chool which grew from small beginnings to 1ts present
{diﬁb under his able directicn,
- >1, Honorary Degree, You will note thuat on the President's
Fvﬁ,bmmendatlon the University is to conter another Honorery Degree. Madame
\Lan is deeply interested in the work of the Home Economics Depéartment, as
'youl will gather from their generous gll'ts, She hae shown unusual interest
?1n‘the diet of their employees and 1s very keen to see this work developed
{in the University, General and ladame Lan's gifts to the endowment fund
|likewise receive recognition in the conferring of this degree,
| E, 222, Health of Dr, Joseph Beech.\ It is with real regret and anxlety
{ that Dr, Beech's associatesand friends have learned that his health conditlon
| glves cause for concern. We trust that with rest and care he may be
| completely restored and able to continue his great work for West China,
| E, 223, Alumni Campaign, This Alumni Campaign for endowment begéan with
| very modest plans and expectatiocns, The enthusiastic response of friends of
| the University soon led to upward revision of tne &amount to be secured,
As inaicated the amount is now about $3%,00C,0CC N.C. and may possibly exceed
that tlgure, Even in terms of present currency 1t is not an insignificant
amount and testifies to the growing interest in and support belng given to
our work, It certainly indicates an assured place in the life of this
province,
E. 224, Government Grants. With the constent and rapid increase in living
costs, it is 1mpossible to keep the remuneration for the starf in line with
these costs, Theretore, every grant, regular or specié&l, from the National
and Provinciazl Educationel Authorities 1s valued and welcomed. | The amounts
reported Dy lr. Fong Suggest & I'ecl willlngness on the oart of the Government
to support our work, even in the face of tremendous demands from government
institutlions.
E, 225, Psychopathic Hospital. For muny years the doctors of our
Miseion hospitals have hoped 1I0r the opening of a ward or institution to deal
with psychopathlc cases, There &re no institutions tor these unrosunate r
tolk, Our lMedical College starf in cooperation with a member of the\National}jl
Central Medical College starf, who 1s a trained worker in this fleld, have i
worked out this agreement with the Municipal Authorities ot the Clty of Chenghy
This ieg a verysignitricant attempt at Unlversity and ¢ivic cooperation apart |
altogether from the service to be given, We are sure the Board of Governorsf
will approve and welccme this ettort.,
E. 226, Youtn Corps Bullding., The question of the erection of this
buillding was reported in the Minutes of our last Executive keeting., It has #

|4
i‘

been drawn to our attention that the Bosra of Directors nas not the power to
autnorise erection of bulldings without the consent of the Board of Governors,
Technically tnis 1s true ana leaves the Board open to censure from the
Governors, Tne circumstances seemed to suggest the desirability of approving
the recommendation when presented DY the Ppresiaent ana approved Dby the i
Property Committee, It woula pbe 1dle to deny that Irom certain viewpoints
the plan does glve rise to some concern, but the Executive DeLlevgs that t?e |
details of the sgreement (appended to these Minutes) do give the Aaministratio
definite control of activities to be carried on in this bullding. Under |
present circumstances there must be some adventuring, but we believeﬁthat the
agreement does protect every legitimate intereat/fof the University and cf the
Board of Governors, We hope that future eventi may justify our action,
With this very brief comment we trust the Board will give 1ts approvg? to the
action of the Administration and Board of Directors, /

With all good wishes, y

Yours sincerely, /

» i [1W d//‘ /%&[ l

Wb, GSB/MR , G.S. Bell, English Secretary,

(04 |IH




: y ‘ "West China Union University,
Mr. C.A. Evans, CHENGTU, Sze., West China.
Assoclated Boards, July 14th, 1943,

150, Fifth Avenue, P
NEW YORK CITY, U.S.A. [IS

i o A enat
Dear Mr. Evans, 7%&L :

S ot /’

In this covering letter I shall refer to & few of the Minute
which may require further elucidation.

The meeting of the Board has been postponed from time to time
because of our desire to secure information from you as to the appropriations
of the Associated Boards for the next year, 1943-44, and because the Chairman
of the Board, Minister Chang, was delayed in his coming to Chengtu. hg 1t
turned out the Board met without any word from you as to the 1943-44 financial
situation,

D.210, We have already written explaining that these slight changes were
made necessary by words and phrases having been omitted by the printers. The
corrections ares Item I under "Personnel" delete the word "direct" and
substitute "on the nomination of the W.C.U.U."; 4item 4 under "Division of
Expenses of the Hospital", add note: "This article shall be rescinded when
the Hospital has opened a laboratory for its own use,"

D.,212, These items refer to the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Board
of Governors, held November 23rd, 1942,

D.213, This, of course, refers to minute G-1714, UsS$10,000 for equipment,
$2,000 for X-ray films and $10,000 for dormitory. You have never replied to
our enquiry as to the original grant of $20,000 for dormitory. Originally
the University was informed that $20,000 was available for dormitory, later
this emount was changed to $10,000, and at the time OI our meeving full
information had not been received with reference to this appropriation,

D.215., The figures quoted here under (3) Finance are, of course, not final,
but indicate the situation as nearly as Mr. Small could do so at that time.
The subscriptions to the Endowment Fund have not all been paid in, and 1t
will be some time before a clear and final statement can be made on this Fund.

D,216, Mr. C.C. Chang 1s the Hon. Treasurer of the Board of VYirectors and
Mr. Ho Beh-heng 1s also a member of the Board and one of the most prominent
West China business men.

D.217. one of the most difficult situations arising from war conditions
here i1s the lack of housing accommodation and the rapldly Increasing rent
charged by house owners, The rentals of non=-University houses in the
vieinity of the University are high in proportion to the increasing costs
of practically everything.

‘ The small piece of land sold was of a shape and in & position that
made it difficult to use, and the price received was in accord with the rising
prices of land in thls vicinity. It seemed a good plan to sell the land and
invest the proceeds in houses.

D,218. Since the meeting information has been received that West China's
allotment of Assoclated Boards funds from the United China Rellef for 1943-44
1s US$170,000. In the budget estimates we had used the 1942-43 flgure.

This additional $70,000, together with the fact that exchange is 30:1 rather
than 20:1 will reduce the estimated deficit. However the situation 1is still
a very precarious one and the Universityhuthorities will be keeping you
informed of developments.
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The Chaiman of the Board, Minister Chang Kia-ngau, 1is planning to
Wsit the United Scates shortly to study economic conditions and postewar
Jconomic reconstmaction., I do not think he has been in the United States
since he was chesen by the Board of Governors as a member of the Board and as
Chairman of the¢ Board of Directors, on the recommendation of Chancellor Beech.
He has had a 2ong connection with the Bank of China and is to a large extent
the one respmsible for that Bank's splendid record. He is looking forward
to meeting Dr. Beech and the members of the Board and will welcome every
opportunity to discuss the problems of the University. It is to be hoped
that Dr. Beech's health will be sufficiently good to allow of his spending
considerable time with Minister Chang. We understand that much of his time
will be spent in connection with his official and banking interests, but he
also hopes to have considerable time to give to the Board of Governors and

the Unirersity.

D,220, Mr. and Mrs. Simkin are connected with the American Friends “ommittee
and ere plamning to retire. In 1923 the University allowed Mr. Simkin to
build & house on a plot of land which haed been secured for the Union Middle
School. The record of this transaction will be found in Board of Govermors'
Minutes of February 5th, 1925, Mr. Simkin was anxious to take advantage of
the r esent rate of exchange, and the University authorities decided that this
was an arrangement satisfactory to both parties. At the present time it 1s
not possible to report on the method to be used for the payment for this house,
but when present negotiations with the China Medical Board are completed a
statement will be sent to you. The representative of the China Medical Board,
Up, Claude E, Forkner, has spent some time in Chengtu and the Board has been
meeting in Chungking, but at the time of writing word has not been received

of the result of the plan of cooperation with the West China Union University

in medical and nursing trening work,

D222 o Mr. S.C. Yang'was one of the best frilends of the University and
missionaries in West China, and his services in all forms of Christian work
extended over a period of 40 years. He was a personal friend of most of us
and his passing has been felt by many to be a very real loss,

Under prevailing conditlons the meeting of the Board could not be
very satisfactory. We are very conscious of the weakness of the financial
position of the University, but feel that we are living under conditions over
which we have no control. As far as we can see this situation will continue.
On the one hand we have practically uncontrolled rising cost of 1living, and
on the other hand a large portion of our lncome is determined by a fixed rate
of exchange. The Presidents of the five instltutions here are doing everything
they can to meet thils si tuation, but as time goes on the difficulties increase.
We shall need the advice and help of our friends both in China and abroad to

see us through the coming year.

Yours sipeterely,
§ /{ (A

/
¥ { Al_alk /c} A

Gerald S. Bell,
Secretary, Board of Directors.
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Dr. e Es Best

VWest Cide Y. Mo Co A
5 West 63rd Street
New York, N. Y.

Dear Dr. Best:

I am sending you a copy of a letter received from
John Kao in this morming?s mail, also a copy of the one~half
soholarship granted to him, and a copy of my letter to him.

7ith the background you have from other correspond-
ence read in our office, you will have a clear approach to
this problems I om sure you will be of great benefit in help-
ing John reach a decision.

Very truly yours,

™
CAE /h

FHCS
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April 3, 1940
Graduate House
M. I. T., Cambridge

Dear Mr. Evans:

First of all, I wish to apologize for my not being able to answer
your kind letters for such a long time. I believe you will kindly excuse me
after you go through this letter.

Heartily I am deeply grateful to you and some others, like Dr. Yates,
for your kindness of care about my personal matter and trusting me that I am
constantly paying full attention to my workes It is such kind of influence and
friendship which cheers me up and encourages me to push when I feel the whole
world is so blue.

I am very much obliged to Mr. Spooner's suggestion of spending about
fifty dollars worth for books which I need for my work, on condition that they
are the properties of the Department of Chemistry but as a temporary loan to
me during my student life here.

In fact I have listed out the books which fit my need, as well as
the Department of Chemistry. However, I delayed to mail them to you because
there are some other things to be concerned.

Ever since I stepped into the school I could feel the genereal atmosphere
and standard of the world famous M. I. T. After a few weeks I began to doubt the
possibility of the remewal of the tuition scholarship for the next academic year.
Since this worrying hangs in my head and never gets out I have to meke plans for
first, how to save the situation and second to get myself ready to face the new
situation, in case it fails even with my best effort.

There is no doubt that I give constant push, however, Mi 1o Te ds full
of smart boys from all over the world with sound undergraduate engineering train-
ing and technique of tricky tricks of mathematics which are essentials for most
of the work in this institute. At the same time I made calculations that I
should try my best to get through the work for a master degree within this year
so that my work here can be put into an end if finencially I have to leave this
institute for good because of the failure of the penewal of the tuition scholar-
ship. In doing so I am carrying a very heavy load which covers the meking up
courses for the under-graduate work and the required courses for the degree, so
I leave just twenty odd units for thesis which can be pushed through - I hope =
during the summer vacatione

With your instruction I sent in a formal application for the renewal
of tuition scholarship hoping that they might consider some other qualifica-
tions besides the grade for the completion.

When the assistant in the President's office called me for a talk
and informed that the institute is in short of money, so is not able to grant
me any scholarship for next year I kmew that was final., However, he was talk-
ing for the President because my tuition scholarship was arranged directly with
the President.
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While T was waiting for the answer from the committee controlling
the scholarship I went through the catalogue of the other universities' to
find out the charge for tuition and the courses in thesis fields with the hope
that you, gentlemen, in New York would allow me to transfer and pay the tuition
for me if it is not large in amount. Among the universities, University of
Michigean and Pennsylvania seem to be the cheapest and second best schools.

The reason for me to delay to mail the list of books to you lies here.
Since I do not know which school I am to join next year, naturally I do not
Ynow whether the books listed out will be of any direct value. Moreover, ar i
use them for buying the necessary books for the class work I shall not need so
much money for books, so this amount can be shifted for paying the tuition. I
was calculating, by doing so, the situation could be made easiers.

As I have expected the cormmittee to give the final announcement at the
beginning of April, but to my surprise, they neither refuse my application flatly
nor grant me a full tuition scholarship. Actually they grant me a half tuition
scholarship. Frankly, I have never prepared for that, so I do not know what to
do.

Personally I have no choice whether to continue my work here or trans-
fer to other university. In any case, I am ready to get my M, A. Degree at the
end of summer vacation.

May I submit this case to you, and will you please kindly advise me
as to the final decision.

Soon as the final decision is fixed, and the major factors are cleared
T hope I shall be able to get rid of worrying. It is worrying which makes
people to grow old and dull, and set the nerve all the time under such terrific
tension.

Very sincerely yours,

/s/ John Y. A. Kao

The official notification is enclosed here.
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WEST CHINA UNION UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF,MEDICINE AND DENTISTRY

,,ﬁ‘
CHENGTU - SZECHUAN

e
w
DEPT. OF INTERNAL MEDICINE

D;:fgairgﬁT ’ Huntington Ave. Y.M.C.A.,
; Boston,Mass.,April 11,

Mr. Vernon B. Ramseur,
Associated Boaedd for
Christian Colleges ih China,
150 FPifth Ave.,New York,
Dear Mr. Hamseur,

Before this reaches you,you will have received Mrs.
Macmillan's letter concerning the need in West China as accentuated by
the present crisis.Her statement is of course abbreviated but if after
reading it you feel that the need as therein outlined might catch the
imagination of the group you hope to interest and desire more details
on any particular I shall be most happy to go into particulars.The need
was acute when 1 left last year but a letter I have just received from
the present superintendent makes clear that the situation is becoming
more and more acute.Not only is the cost of living in ¥ast China soarig
but the exchange on Chinese currency falling and of course all our
drugs and instmmments have to be paid for in gold.The conclusion is
obvious.The facts are such that it is almost impossible.to describe them
and avoid seeming overistatement,the very appearance of which is of
course always unfortunate.and trying to correct that is of course
difficult unless one deliberately sets out to obscure facts.

1 Yeave this next week for Toronto and there for the next
two months my address will be 85 Asquith Avenue.
Sincerely,
7

e )
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Mr. C. Evans, : “"'““gﬁ Uuhe! ¢ C[c*;a
Associated Boards for 964;’7¢Q9

Christian Colleges in China,
150 Pifth Ave.,New York,

Bear Mr. Evans, ]
lLast Sunday,John Gao and I spent thé whole day together
so that I had ample opportunity to get at his inner mind and his
problems.He is almost though not quite back to his physical condition
as I knew him in Chengtu.Conéidering this deficit,his language difficud
and the fact that he was rusty on his foundation work I am really
amazec that he has done so well.Also it is perfectly true that he has
been worrying a good deal about the financial outlook which makes his
success all the more striking.I use the word success edvisedly,for
although but %.5 points were required he actually made %.8.However,as
this pear the $600 scholarship seems to have been on a competitive
basis and he had to compete with a large number who did not have to
carry the impedimenta he did,he is to be congratulated on making even
the $%00 grade.He seems now to be in good spirits and confident that
he can make good,which under the circumstances is rather significant.
I learned from a Chinese friend of his here,a Dr. Li,that John over the
past months has been much upset.

As to the topic of his studies,he tells me that this has
been thoroughly discussed with our West China Science staff,that it is
on this like he has been working and expects to go on working.Indeed
as he unfolded,enthusiastiadly,what is in mind 1 was gmagfﬁ ed with
the wisdom of the choice.In the re-construction prog? m,as Epplied to

Szechuan the opportunities afforded for just the very knowledge which
he is aiming to acquire is unique.He envisages two phases of the
problem,the practical side of placing Szechuan's hidden resources
within the reach of as many people as possible,and the other which is
especially interesting perhaps for us,that of tEining right on the

spot a number of his own countrymen to make the scheme effectual.l
must say that I was impressed not only with his enthusiasm but with
what he had done,unbeknownst to us,before cemimg leaving Szechuan in
gettir certain monied pcople there both interested and committed to
supporting the scheme he has in mind.He is anxious to go back very
thoroughly trained,as he will there wiZl have no one with whom he may
consult.He realizes that to do this may involve an extra year,the
which again raiseé the financial problem but that belongs to the
future and under present circumstances must remain a little vague.

Also I have emphasized to him that he really must keep you
informed about what he is thinking about and how everything is going
with him.If I may make a suggestiog,it would be that well ahead of time
you write him asking for very definite information on whatever points
you have in mind ,with a time limit for reply.He is working very hard
and under such pressure,one week,two weeks or more can I know slip
by without one being conscious of the passing of time.

I am wondering if I have supplied you the information you
desired.Mrs. Macmillan may be interested in reading this,but if either
of you have anyjquestions that I can answer,or wish me to pass on
anything to him I shall be very glad.l know the lad really rather well
My Toronto address for the next two months will be,85 Asquith Ave.,

Cordially,

- ; ,./'
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April 22, 1940

Dr. Ay Es Best
86 Asquith Avenue
Toronto, Canada

Dear Dr. Best:

1 greatly appreciate your letter of the 19th dated from
Boston. This deals entirely with John Kao end gives us a pretty
clear pioture of your impression.

This morning's meil brings e letter from John, of which
1 am enclosing a copye He raises the question in paragraph sevem
regard ng the work he must plan to dos Is it better for him to
work for the Doctor's Degree or for the special training which will
be of most use to him upon his return to China? Is it a question
of practical or theoretical training?

I certainly would appreciate your suggestion. Meanwhile
I have stated that I will give the matter further thought and write
him within a few days.

I wish I could enclose a stamped envelope for a reply, but
it would do you no goode

Very truly yours,

Co 1"\. T\IA‘NS

CAE/B
ENCS.




85 Asquith Ave.Toronte
April 24,'40

Mr. C. A. Evans, szuk;

150 Pifth Ave., }/ﬁ%o
New York,N.Y.,

Dear Mr. Evans,

Yours of April 22 to hand,and contents noted.He raised
with me the question of this Doctor's degreem,and I told him quite
frankly 1 doubted very much the wisdom of his spending,or rather
wasting time on taking foreign languages he almost certainly would
never use just to get a "sheepskin" for showing off to his fellow
countrymenjthat in my judgement he could serve his country better
by putting that time and energy getting practical emperience to take
vack v.ith him.Incidentdy this Dr. Li who was with us at the time
thoroughly agreed with me the which surprised me not a little as most
young Chinese I have known prize very highly"certificates"attained in
foreigh countries.However,I have known Canadians to take identically
_the same stand,so cannot say very much.l could see that though
silenced he was not conwinced,and his Yetter to you,this very clear--
obviously there is still a"hankering" withih him which I find it easy
to forgive,knowing the reaction of so many of his fellow countrymen.
Nevertheless,I feel certain that we put a doubt into his mind,and that
possibly a statement of eddorsement by you,IF you do endorse it,
might eliminate the last vestige of it.I hope you do agree,as I feel
strongly about this squandering of time on certain unrelated subjects
just because some committee has archaic pdeas on what is necessary
to attain =mmm a particular certificate,but you will of course be
writing him as you see fit.I really am not suggesting that my ideas
should in any way influence yours.

Sincerely Yours,

Later,

Your letter of enquiry about Dr. Du just to hand.I am not quite
sure from it whether the information you desire is in general or
particular.If you desire more details than are herewith given,please
let me know.Du spent two years in a Philadelphia hospital and secured
a degree,the nature of which I am not sure.He is now just completming
a year in our Hospital for Sicl Children here in Toronto and hopes to
return with us in September though he is not quite sure yet about the
wherewithal to cover his passage.He is highly trained,is of very fine
character and I am happy to say that he has been just appointed to our
staff out in Chengtu.

Cordially,

Y
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April 26, 1940

Dre Ae Es Best
856 Asquith Avenue
Toronto, Canada
Deer Dr. Best:
I em wondering if you kmow & Dr. Swun Deh Du vho
has been studyinz at the Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto.
Ve wnderstand that he has been teken on as a Viest China staff
member and will return to Chengtu during the summer.

I certainly would appreciste any word you can give us

regarding the above, and thank you in advance.

Very truly yours,

A i s sl e

(444




TR e T TN O R T O S B

See letter of May 3, 1940- to John Eao.

Dr. A. De Dest
86 Asquith Avenue
Toronto, Canada

Dear Dr. Best:

I wish to thank you for your letter of April 24th which came
to hand yesterday afternoon.

‘nelosed find copy of a letter which I have written to Johm,
and may I say that your letter did not influence me any more then did the
financial consideration. Nevertheless, we are in thorough accord with the
thought you expressed. To be facetious I noticed thot even you hedged a
little bit, and I must sey thet I have some sympathy with him, having in
mind what the University expects him to do in the Tutures In that respect
a Dootor's Degree would be worth a great deal, but it camnot be gotten
at M, I, Te =- that place is too expensive, although a Doctor's Degree would
be relatively of higher standing.

You are pretty familier with these circumstances now, and vhen you
return to Chine, you cen have in mind the circumstances and advise us directly,
or through the President what "est China desires, As I view it now, John
should be allowed to eontinue his work for 1940=41 along very practical lines.
If a western umiversity would grent a liberal scholarship, it is quite possible
he could secure o Doctor's Degree within a yeer, but that would require thorough
canvasing, This, of course, should be checked carefully early in the school
year, as our scholarship plans must be in hand during November, Possibly you
will not agree with this idea, but it has at least one virtue of cutting off
a year of the proposed work at s Ie Te

I want to thank you for the word regarding Dr. Dus The Soeiety of
Priends in Philadelphia has become greatly interested in Dr. Du an: is endeavore
ing to raise sufficient fumds for his passage. They are requesting that I secure
reservations on the boat upon which you have secured passage, and I am very glad
to be of such assistance. However, I do’not kmow your reservation and if you
will give me this information, I will get busy immediately. If you have postal
cards in Cenade, that will amswer the purpose, if you will drop one in the box
upon receipt of this letter.

Dr. Cadbury of Lingnen University, who is on furlough, has suggested
That Dr. Du's freight be forwarded to Hongkong to be taken in at a more convenient
season, and that he fly to Chengtu from Hongkong.




Dr. Best 5/3/40

I am sure the Friends in Philadelphia will appreciate any ine
formation or assistance which you can render Dr. Du, and surely our office
will do everything possible to be of help.

Very truly yours,
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Dre As Ds Best
85 Agquith Avenue
Toronto, Conada

your lotter of July 4ths Dr. Du should
have a letier f{rom u dicating thot his salling has been chenped
+o the "Coolideo™ which ie scheduled for August 2nde This is the
" & o

Pirgt American boat sailing vwith Third Class stopping ot Shanchal.
T™ho "Harrison” does not cerry third cless pesseniors.

As to Dre. Du sailing on the Canadlian Ppe thot iz a
different story., As the request came to me for 8c idg on an

o . A
& vinrrasd ansien L ST YL T [PV, 1 o TRRGAGE U b oot bavibe Sais ey Y ALY
Jacricen »O&L'u_, and nis 18Tuel 1licated that he would DO Wiiiing to

wait some congidersble period, so the obtainin: of the "Coolidge"
roservation scemed to be mn ideal solutione Nome of our Chinese
friends heve been willins to accept sallings on the Canadian Tacific,.
I, after reading my letter, this does not seen Yo be the solutionm,

T trust ke will let me lmow and we will delwve still further into the
conditionse

'Very truly yours,
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Dear Dre. Best:

LWMWC.WM%W.ﬁliCm
and at his request, 1 an sending you a cOpye

We will withhold doing anythimg sbout this order umtil

we receive your oonment. Of cowrse, & great deal depends upom
mwmomwmmmumm
in proper time, W.Iﬂnmﬁmmh. :

Yery truly yours,

Ce A EVAES




WEST CHINA UNION UNIVERSITY
Chengtu, Szechwan

July 8, 1940
Dear Mr, Evans

I am enolosing order requisition #1156 for balances and weights to be or-
dered from Central Soientific Co. I would like to have this order sent out with
Dr. Best in the same way that I escorted an order for our Medical~Dental Faculty
last year, Hence would you be good enough to write to Dr. Best in Toronto and
ask his cooperation in this. If conditions are such that no freight is allowed
to move through French Indochina to Kwenming, then the decision as to whether
he will go by Rangoon or not, will have to be made by Dr. Best, In any case,
would be satisfied to have you do as he suggests, sinoce the repansibility for
bringing this order through, will be his. I would suggest that a carbon copy of
this letter be sent to him with your own letter.

In addition, would you please forward this requisition to Central Seientific.
I remember last year that they were slow in filling an order for Dan Dye for a
barometer which was to oome with me, Hence it has not yet arrived and none of
us kmow where it is, Since this is a simple order they should have no difficulty
in £111ing it and being able to ship on the same boat whioh Dr. Best is taking.
I note that there is a 10% discount in lots of 3 and 167 in lots of six. Please
secure this discount whatever it is for a lot of ten.

This order is paid for by Chemistry, Pharmacy and Medicine~Dentistry, as
the balances will be used by Chemistry in teaching the greatly inoreased classes
in the other three subjeocts, It is an urgent need and only the desire of the
administration to save as much as possible of the gold grants to bring out at
ourrent rates has compelled us to pay from our budget gold rather than charging
to emergency budget,

Dr. Meuser suggests that Chemistry, in the present diffiocult situation in
which it finds itself, appeal direct to Central Solentific for aid, such as
would be given by the gift of same one piece of badly needed laboratory equipment,
He has seoured such help from them and feels that possibly they would be willing
to help Chemistry. Would it be possible for you to mention this when you send
them the requisition herewith enclosed? We badly need the following equipment
which perhaps they might donate:

one oalorimeter, parr standard, peroxide fusion type
one sulphur bomb, electric ignition, parr
one turbidimeter, parr

If you would prefer that Iwite direct, I would be glad to do so.

Pléase have invoices sent to us by Clipper AirMail, Our involces for the
AH Thomas order, req. #111 have never arrived here, We have preliminary invoice
for #110 Central Seientific order which we used for making pass application,
It would be wise under present conditions to send duplicates of important in-
voices, per Amerieen Express, Hongkong.

~ Your telegram mentioning the holding of orders has arrived, That was wise
to do under present, we hope temporary, conditions. When conditions clear, please
forward as per originial instructions.

Yours sincerely,

/8/ Roy C. Spooner




85 Asquith Ave.,Toronto,
July 3%0,'40 ‘N

Dear Mr. Evans, (

Yours of July 23 to hand concerning order for Roy

Sspooner.l shall be quite happy to take the goods along but cannot yet

say with abgolute certainty just when or by what boat we shall be

sailing.We were to have sailed Sept. 7.However,reeent political tension

between Japan and England-United States has in the minds of our central

committee raised the question as to the advisability orx otherwise of

embarking on a journey which involves § anghai-Hongkong-French IndoChina

as possible calling ppints.There is 1o, meeting this next week at

which time I trust a definite decision canmbe made.In the meantime,l

take it the best thing to do is to have the firm get the goods ready

and await final shipping instructigps.

I have received severa?(éﬁﬁll orders which it will be highly
advantageous to place in united Stateg and pay for in U.S. currencye.
Because of new regubationséGovernmengi pertaining sending money to U.S.
from here,much time and bother is saved by paying for these from U.S.,
and I am reminded that Dr. L. E. Kilborn authorized expending $3%50 for
a projection microscope and of that 1 have used only 3183.69?your order
No.3170) .The balance woudld I think cover the items and cover you as
to regular proceedure.

This diffitulty of now getting Canadian funds into U.S.
currency came to my attention only to-day.There is considerable red tape
concerning such transfers whichk of course though obtainable may
occasion considerable delay.l am therefore wondering wheéhber or not there
may be some way of handling these through your office if covered official
-1y by our United Chmrch of Canada office to whom these money orders have
been made out.By such an authorization I could secure quick action
something that might be extremely important for me having to make certain
boat connections.Could you give this of your thought and let me have
your ideas about what proceedure would be acceptable?lr. Arnup will be
back inkx town next week and will bring the matter up with him,though
I do not anticipate any difficulty there.These are irregular,emergency
times in which we live.

should you be taking your holidays withing this next month
to whom should I write concerning the above matters,fflease?.

Hope you have not been suffering too much from the heat.This
last week has been hot here,and I fancy it has been worse in New York.

Cordislly,







Dre Ae E. Best
85 Asquith Lvenue
Toronto, Canada

Dear Dre Best:

I em grateful for your letter of July 50th, I had writtem
1o Dre Grahem asking if he intended to stay in Homgkong if and whes
he arrived end vith suffioient time allowed for us to mske the next
boat. That letter wus mailed yesterday. Ve have severel orders for
books brought by Dr. Beeoh whioh should comswme ebout ton eubie fect,

We 7ind that you do have a balance from the $360,00 authorize-
tion which can be used on orders in tho United States or in Canada if the
exchenge is properly hendled. I umderstend that a

: menaged ourrensy
for Canada is mow going into effect, 'Vhat the rate will be, I do mot know.
It simply means that you are paying more for the purchases then tho opem
market evaluabes then to be,

Further, we can take care of smy orders in the Umited States,
and plece seme through our office if the charges are to be mado against
the University, even if you have requisitions, or money orders, or drafts
on the Umited Charch of Camada, vhioch eventually would be peid by the
University. Ve omn hendle such in tho United States provided the goods are
to be ordered heres Ve will eooperate in every possible wuy toward

expediting any equipment or supplies desired by the field,

I plan to be more or less in touch with the office at intervels,
but Mre Parker will be in the offioce contimuously through the momth of
August. One of my seoretaries will be on hand and, as sho has hed a
deal of experiemce in placing these orders, I am sure thet there will be

Dont't mention hest) Yesterday was better, and today is delightful,
but before that all hell seemed to be turmed leose.

Tie have been trying for a weck to loosem wp the State Department
allow Du Swm Deh $0 come into the United States. I have been sitting
the anxious sest all day hoping for a telephone call fram Washingtom, but
1s wot in hend as yet, They certainly did get things mixed up from all
ocun learn, at the State Department. .

ZEE




Dl'o A‘ E. &.t
86 Asquith Aveme
Toronto, Canada

Dear Dr. Best:

We are holding in abeyamoe the following requisitioms:- 244, 245,
246, 249, 250, 351 and 362, amounting to US$3,415.68, pending definite
word from the field to go alwad., As I understand it, you have orders
covering these requisitions and are likewise ammiting some word from
China., Your recemt letter mekes your sailing rather indefinite, although
I note there is to be a meeting, apparently this week, when a definite
decision will be reached.

As the situation now stands, the above requisitions, plus ome from
Mr. Spoomer, No. 115, eallimg for the following:~

10 Balamoes, #1000 Cenco Amalytiocal
12 Veights, amalytioal lacquewed Class S<2 No., 8200-B

and the following order of boocks for the Library are to be semt with yom
to ensure safe delivery.

U.Se CATALOG, Book in print Jan. 1, 1928 (order from H.W, Wuuncma,)
FIRST FIVE-YEAR SUPPLEMENT 1928-1932 E«utto)

SECOND FIVE-YEAR SUPPLEMENT 1933-1937 ditte)

INTERHATIONAL INDEX TO PERIODICALS VOL. I to date (H.W, Wilwomn)

CENTURY DICTIONARY & CYCLOPEDIA 12 vols. (ordered fr. D.Appletom-Century)

If you will let us know at the earliest possible moment what the
prospects are, we can then proceed with the placing of these orders.

I take it that Dr. Du is getting away from Toromto today, and regret

exceedingly there has béeen so much diffioculty about his passport through
the United States,

b o ol

(446



B85 Asquith Ave.,Toronto,
M Aug. 7.
Mr. C. A. Evans,
150 Fifth Ave.,
New York,N.Y., %

Dear Mr. Evans,

Your letter of Aug. 5 just to harjd,and contents noted.I have
copies of all the orders you mentioned except the one 115 for 8pooner
calling for 10 balances and weights,

Aside from the above,l have two\other items.A letter from

Kilborn dated May 29 calls for, fﬁ‘{,'

10 1bs. Vanillin (7} /

(kR
Pagll) AL/
PAal ,

3

2 1bs. Coumarin /Y o
to be added to his order 00%52 for PBysiology & Pharmocology.He considies
your office there will not question the additidén.Therefore if agreeable
will you please add thex two items to his order.

Q? The other item is for Dr. Campbell,a microscope,order No.00082
As you did not mention it,l take it his letter to you is in the mail
somewhere.However,especially as it is a bit vague enquiries about it
from the Arthur H. Thomas people should proabably be started immediately,
and the order definitely made.The time is getting short now.l am encleing
my copy herawith in case yours does not arrive.l have a cony but should
be glad to know what is being done with it.

(% Concerning order No. 00%51 for Internal Medicine I should
be glad if you can secure information from Arthur H. Thomas Co.
concerning the items mentioned as most of them will probably have to
be obtained in United States.However,as I am making enquiries here also
please do not actually place the order until you hear flefinitely from
me. £

aﬁ; As to our date of sailing,Sept. 7 from Vancouver is still
definitely a possibility,if not probability.There is therefore not a gred
deal of time especially if there are any of these new export regulations
to be observed.The orders should I think be placed at once and packed
in readiness.Just as soon as I know our exact date of sailing I shall
inform you,and then all that will be required is putting the directions
on the cases and shiipping at once.l understand the name of the steamer is
required on the shipping bills,

(4/ Lastly,will you be good enough to enquire as to whether or
not the gb6ods can be shipped in bond direct to Vancouver,and actually be
placed on board ship without my having to put the bills through the
Vancouver snipping or customs offices?If this can be done,much delay thee
may be saved.lf not,perhaps they can inform me just what¢ is required.

Cordially,

Py
797 4 7. P
V7
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85 Asquith Ave.,Toronto,
August 9,'40
Mr. C. A. Evane, (/1 /
Associated Boards, 3
150 Fifth Ave., 21"
New York,N.Y.,
Dear Mr. Evans,

A few lines to cover an Omibssion in my last letter
concernﬁn the orders for our W.C.U.U,Dr. Kilborn insists on the
absolute nece551tJ of getting across to ea“h firm supplying goods to us
that nothing whatever of German origin being included.Much troublw and
considerable delay have been occasioned heretofore by some silly little
thing that was in itself of no gignificanse.The authorltles at
Hongkong and Haiphoong are very particular on such points.Also I
personally feel like adding that the same should apply to goods of
Japanase origin in view of the present strained relations between
England and Japan,and the possibility of an outbreak of hostilities
there.

Dr. Arnup tells me that the $8680 he has just recéived f
Chengtu for the Hsiehs,has been forwarded to you to hold in trust.The
Hsiehs feel they need $150%for present rEE@®yx expenses,and as I had
expected them to name a sum rather larger than this,I feel like
agreeing immediately.l have been asked to be in charge of their affairs
antil I leave for China,and inasmuch as my successor has not yet been
appoinged,I hereby approve the sending of $150 diree¢t to him,Dr. H. H.
Hsieh,Childrens Hospital Society,4614 Sunset Boulevard,lLos Angeles,Cal.
That will I know keep them going for some little time.It is just possibeg
that the remainder will be enough to put them back in Chengtu but with
conditions as upset as they are now,it is impossible to make any kind of
an adequate estimate.Attempts are being made to raise something more for
them,but what the results will be,only time can tell,

Cordially,

I T .M-‘»‘
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Dre Aa B, Best
86 Asquith Avemue
Toromto, Caneda

Dear Dr,. Best:

Your letter of August Jth to lire Fvams reached the
offioe after he had departed for his vacatiom.

: Ve are meking mote of your suggestions about ship=-
ments, and will try to see that your requests are mets

The $800,00 from Dre Armup has been received, and
tbmyplnulumﬁrer'tbmctnr.mm.&hh

Inamwiﬁmm-sanromﬂngtomm
at the address in California our check for §150.00.

Ye will very much appreciste being informed of any
mpvm&mhhnhthmofthhacoom.uutom
o!’ywrmoum'hllhhu-dhuhﬁmtom-ptﬂiuhr
matter,

Sinoerely yours,

DFke




Dr. A E' &“
86 Asquith Avenue
Toronto, Canada

Dear Dr, Best:

This will acknowledge réceipt of your letter of August Tth, which
enclosed requisition No., 00082, Ve will take up the warious items as
listed in your lotter,

Requisition Nos 00115 was received in a letter from lr. Spoomer dated
July 8th, and same has beem sent to the Central Sciemtifie Compexy for exeou-
tiome  This equipment, together with that ordered under requisition No.
00244, will be semt by the Cemtral Soiemtifie Compaxy to your boat, and we
will give shipping imstructioms as som as you inform us.

Vie have added the Vanillian and Covmmarim o requisitiam No. 00862,
as per your request.

From the enclosed copy of letter to Artimr H, Thomms Company, you will
see that ve have sent the following requisitioms to them:- 00245, 00249,
00250, 00362 and 00082, e have instruoted them to assemble thw shipment
and hold same pemdimg receipt of definite shipping instruetions from our
office.

Ve have asked for quotatioms on the various items listed umder requi-
sition No, 00361, and as soom as this informatiom is received, we will get
in touch with you.

Vie would appreciste it if you would forward to our office your copies
of the following requisitions, as we have had to send our copy to the re
tive oampanies:- 00245, 00249, 002560, and OO362., You will receive o omplete
invoices covering the Cemtral Soiemtific and Arthur H. Thomas Compeny shipments,
and the originmal requisitions will be of no further use to you.

Requisition No. 00246 was semt to the Permutit Company for executiom,
but we instructed them to send the shipment to the Artimr H, Thomas Company
for consolidatiom, so there will be a mimimum of invoices and shipping pmpers.

Under date of August Ggh we listed the books which would be purchased
for the Library, and whioch shipmewt you were also to supervise to Chingtu.
We have been informed that the CENTURY DICTIONARY & CYCLOPEDIA has been ocut of

print efmee 1920, so that will make it 12 volumes less for you to worry about,

Sincerely yours,

45 |
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85 Asquith Ave.,Toronto,
August 15,'40

Mr, C. A. Evans,
Assochated Boards, (A /
150 Pifth Ave., //z
New York,N.Y.,
Dear Mr. C. A. Evans,

In your favor of August 1l,you expressed willingness to handle
in New York a drug and equipment order 1 have here for the Central
Scientific Company of Chicago,the payment to be handled through our
Church offices here in Toronto.That is to say I hold cheqaques in
Canadian currency and because of present war regulations getting a
permit to remit this to the States is highly involved and times taking.
Inasmuch as our church yearly sends moneyx to New York our church
account down there could simply be credited with the amount you paid
out for this order.I am enclosing the order therefore which you will
please place with the Central geientific Co.,that they may not only
get busy filling it,but ascertain the complete comst to lay it down in
Honkong via Vancouver so that 1t will be on my ship without fail.The
checqur T hold is a blank one so that as soon as I know the total bill
I can remit you through our offices here or get the official papers to
cover your payment of said bill.The cases should be addressed

Canadian School,
West China Union University,
Chengtu, Sze.,
¢/0 Dr. A. E. Best.
assuming that no box is too small for all that to go on.As I shall have
a great many boxes,the above would help a good deal in sorting out,at
Chengtu when 1 arrive.

£

Cordially, e
P.S., Extremely Important T ————————

T have been locking over the correspondence to Arthur Thomas
and Central Scientific Companies and found no note to them emphasizihg
that no goods whatever of German origin must be included .0f course you
mgy have covered that point in other letters to them.I stressed this
point in mine of Aug. 9 and these few lines extra are to make quite sure
there is no slip up,the which is quite possible and understandable in
office staff shifts for summer holddays.

PePeSey :
As requested please find enclosed indents 00245,00249,00250,00352.

- — T b
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Dre Ay E4 Best
86 Asquith Avenuwe
Toromto, Cenmda

Deay Dr. Best:

Your letter of August 15th with enclosures has been
received and is having cur careful attemtiome.

As requested, we have sent the order for drugs amd
equipnemt to the Cemtral Sciemtific Compemy. Ve note that this
is to paid for by the United Charch of Canads and we can adjust
the matter on cur books as suggested by you, Ve have again
instructed the Cemtral Solentifie Compamy to ascertain that mo
goods of Gernan origin are included in the shipmemt, which poliey
has been In operatiom for somoc time.

We trust you will let us know promptly vhat boat you are
sailing om from Vancouver and the date. This Imformstion mast be
in the hands of the respective companies shortly, as all the ship-
ping papers and invoices mast carry this motatiom. The orders are
now all being assembled amdl should be ready for shipment promptly

upon receipt of definite word regarding yo:r sailinmg.

Vith sincere persomal regards, we are

Cordially yours,







Dre As Eo Bost
86 Asquith Aveme
Toronto, Cansda

Dear Dre M.

Dr. Decker has sent us a copy of the letter he wrote
you on August l4. :

Our West China off'ice here in New York will be happy
to give any assistance we can to Dr. and Mrse H, H, Hsiehs That
is one of the purposes for which our West China office here in New
York exists - the giving of assistanoce to West China staff members
while they are in America - and it is always a pleasure to help
them in sny way we camns Of course our financial responsidilities
are necessarily limited to instructions we receive from the Bursar
of the University, or from the Board of Govermorss

With all good wishes, I em
Very cordially yours,

B A GARSIDE

Sl b Sadibu R ; bt dean 'Mmmuémuwi b, e 0 e it G i
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August 28, 1940

Dr. A. E. Best
85 Asquith Avenue
Toronto, Canada

Dear Dr. Best: .

We are summerizing the status of the various orders for West
China Union University, which you have kindly consented to take along with
you to Chengtu.

Requisitions No. 115, 244 and the order for the Canadian School
have been placed with the Central Scientific Company for execution. As
soon as we have definite information from you regarding your sailing, we
can instruct them to proceed with the writing up of the necessary documents.
You will receive complete papers from our office covering these orders to
facilitate handling through Customs.

The following requisitions are being executed by the Arthur H.
Thomas Compeny:- 246, 245, 249, 250, 352 and 82.

In accordance with your letter of August 7th, we have sent requi- ,
sition No. 351 to the Arthur H. Thomas Company, easking for quotations on
the various pieces of surgical equipment. For your information we are
quoting herewith the reply received:-

*In reference to the items on which Dr. Best has
asked for quotation: these are all surgical items not regularly
carried in laboratory supply stocks. We believe, however, that
it would be of some help to Dr. Best if we endeavor to obtain and
include in our shipment we are preparing. For this reason we will
endeavor to obtain these items."

As we do not know if you have placed orders for any of the items
listed on requisition No. 351, we are writing to the Arthur H. Thomas Com-
pany, instructing them to withhold execution until definite authorization
from you is received. We would appreciate your prompt attention to this
matter.

The other shipment that we are asking you to take with you is a
shipment of periodicals from the H. W. Wilson Compeny, about which we have
written you previously. This shipment is also ready for sending on, when-

[J156



Dr. A. E. Best

ever we can give them the "go ahead" signal.

Ve would nppreciato some word from you by return mail regarding

the matter of your sailing, beceuse if you are to leave Vancouver on
September 7th (in accordance with tentative reservation), the time for

getting these shipments off is limited.
With many thanks to you for your cooperation, we are

Sincerely yours,

4

RECEIVED
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85 Asaquith Ave.,Toraonto,
Aug. 28.
Dear H.H.,
f L dst received a letter from Mr. B. A. Garside,
West China Ul piversity,150 Fifth Ave.,New York,N.V.,expressing
his willingnes ¥ act fer this pext year in the same capacity as 1
have been ac M his last year.May I suggest that  he might appreciate
a few lines u,and also arter a thorough discussion with Mr.
Openshaw yo i as careful an estimate as you can now make out
what will beSSAE financial requirements for thus coming vear listing
what you ha @Peady received.Dr. Decker whou you know and who has
had a good AMEIEES do with this whole matter this past year may be
449 \ able to raig $ain funds but to do that muet have a very clear
and completd % :ment to submit to the parties concerned.Large
business co AE :rc apt to be very paeticular about what seem often
unnecessary (REe | s.I think you will understand.Dr. Decker,wisely
| I think,con| B that the $650 remaining from that $800 should be
:\reserved fo B trivel expenses back to Chengtu a year from now.

D | several weeks ago and now that Japan is evidently
beginning tH@ESore hard thinking,he may quite easily get back as
planned wit By difficulty.He left his trunks for me to bring
with me. "l :

: ' ago things
unsettled , 2808 seemed wi
sail Oct. P& s far as
acheduled.

in the east as you know looked extremely
se to delay our sailing.We are now dae to
I can

see now am likely to get away as

Bshted to know you are getting on so satisfactorily
though it § Father too bad that Helen is so far away,and you
gsee so 1lit B her,also that she is not getting as much to do as you
are.Pehha B on when she is known a little better,something may
turn up.Dr. Pery may be able to do something.
Kindest regardsk to you both,
Cordially,




85 Asquith Ave.,Toronto,
" — August 28,'40,

Mr. B. A. Garside, £,
West China Union University, oo 0
150 Fiftl Ave., 0730 Yo

New York,N.Y. ,
Dear Mr. Garside, /9‘9/0

T wish to express my deep appreciation for your kind offer
to from now on act as god-rather to the Hsiehs for this next year.
They seem to be well settled in where they are now i Los Angeles
and now that the $800 has arrived from West China I anticipate no
diffezulty.At my request,Mr. Evans sent them $150 out of that as they
did not seem to have much margin for these next few months.

From now on,Mr. Openshaw of the Baptist® Board and lives
in Los Angeles and who knows both the Hsiehs very well will be I
take it the very best person to supply information as to their
cireumstances.As to what has taken place this past year,Dr. Decker is
thoroughly conversamt.However,if you wish I shall be glad to send you
all the correspondence I have concerning them.,

It would be a great satisfaction to me,and also to Dr. Decker
if before L left I could supply a complssely detailed statement as to
the needsxof the Hsiehs for this coming year and just how much is
going to be required to place them back on the Field in Chengtu a
year from now,but do not see how that is possible,now and from so
far away.Openshaw is the man to report on the local situation and its
need,and when the time comes a year from now I shall be very glad from
the field end to make an estimate on what it will likely cost to
get them from the coast in to Chengtu.Conditions out there are changiny
so rapidly now there is no point guessing on what the situation will
be a year hence.

As to their preseht assets,Mr. Evans is holding for them
$650,the balance of that $800,and Dr. Decker intimated to me that
there is a bare possibility,possibly very bare,of getting something
for them out of a fund he has in mind.He knows also of some
correspondence with the Pennsylvania Medical Society,and will be the
best judge as to what iskk likely to come out of it.

-
~

INDEY

Cordially,

LA 22




August 30, 1940
Dr. A. E, Best ;
85 Asquith Avenue
Toronto, Lanada

Dear Dr. Bests

This will acknowledge your letter ol August 28 and tue enelosed copy
of your letter to Dr. Hsieh, Uir. Garside is away from New York snd will not
be back until sboul tie 12th of September. However, I am sure thui he will
greatly aporeclate having «ny correspondence whiech you may think of volue con-
corning the Hsiehs. Bince you will be out of the country «nd mot available for
reference, it will be well for him to have the supporting moterial at hand im
case reference to it is required.

Dr. Decker has been iu louch with Mr. Garside about the Hslehs, :nd
I am sure he and Mr, Opemshaw will be able to help Mr. Lurside in making Lis
plans for whatever is necessary.

I note in your letter to Ur. ‘Lmieh that you imdicate you are expect-
ing to sall on October 5. lie have already written you askimg about this daie,
and also instructions oy the shippin, of 'L'.- e supplies you.are to take with you.
We must have smple time to get this shipment sent so that it will reach the
steamer on which you will sail without uny question. This is the reason ior
our urgent request for definite information sbout the date of salling and ilhe
name of the stesmer.

Sincerely yours,

Pk

Assistant Secretary




£ 85 Asquith Ave.,Toronto,
Sept. %,
Mr. Joseph J. Paegker,

150 Fifth Ave., 7 S
New York,N.Y., f)

Dear Mr. Parker,

In reply to the query raised in yours of Aggust 30
may I say that there now seems to be no reasonable doubt but that
we shall be sailing as scheduled on the Empress of Asia,Oct. 5
from Vancouver.Will you therefore be good enough to communicate as
soon as convenkiént with the various firms holding our orders
supplybng the necessary information and stressing that besides
the usual information clearly on each case,each case be numbered
and the number correspond with the nunmber on the invoice,so that
the contents of each box may be clearly checked,and that four
copies of the invoices be sent me here just as soon as possible.
I plan to leave for the West this next week and should like to have tl
the invoices all with me.

Another point of considerable importance is a slight
change in our plans.A month ago it was rather uncertain as to whether
or not we should be disembarking from Shanghai or Hongkong,and it
therefore seemed wise to send the goods to Vancouver and re-ship from
there.As it is now quite clear we shall be getting off at Hongkong
it woubd® probably be of considerable convenience to have them
shipped through to Hongkong, though of course via Vancouver sO as
to be sure that all the goods for which I am responsible might be
right on the same steamer with me.Would you please enquite into this
and arrange ir possible.Thank you.

As to that Canddian School order which you were good
enough to place for me,l have here the chegque to pay for that
but await the details of that,that is as to the amount of the
invoice and the chagges prepaid if possible to Hongkong.l was not
told to insure this,but it seems to me that it would be wise,if
possible under present conditions and if the chagges are not too
high.Would be glad %o know what is being done about insuring the
other orders.

T am conscious that although 1 have received several
letters from you I have been replying addressihg my letters to
Mr. Evans.Please accept my apologies.l am quite sure that you
nmust be until further notdice carrying on in his place.

Please find enclosed a copy of order No. 00244 ,which
I think possibly you have already but I wish to make sure.You did
not call for it but I wish to be quite sure that an order for the
goods mentioned in it has been definitely placed.

Sincerely,

4 & fu







Dre A E, Bosh
86 Asquith Averse
Toronto, Canada
D“rnro Best:

This will briefly acknowledge receipt of your letter
of September 3rd, giving us instructions regarding the shipmemts
for West China Uniom University. Ve have written to the Arthur
H. Thomas Company, as per the enclosed copy, and will give similar
instructions to Cemtral Sciemtific and the H.W, Wilsom Compextye

Ve are guoting herewith the reply received from the
Arthur H. Thomas Company, giving prices om itews 1isted on requisi-
tion No. 00351 :~

"Referring %o our letter of August 30th, we are pleased to inform
that the items referred to can be obtained as followst-

Thorasosoope (00!’11” W)uoumotooco-ooucoon. ‘1’5.«)
Marriott's drip Bloodwtransfusiom apparatus with

Jute tubes for duodenal drénegeeseescccecee each 2460
.i‘lﬁgh Stethosoope, 3 POrsolSceccsessesers each 9,00
Thin Trochar and canmula for thoracenteses. each 5.00
Wassorman Noedlegeesscansvossssavrnssssssce dOSOR 1,00
Extra sets of APT noedlescececccccscoscoccccsvosecscovee

"Please note that on the Marriott's drip Blood-transfusiom Apparatus
with extra parts and the extra sets of APT needles, we have been
wnable to obtain the price, and the surgical supply house has suggested
that we try to get additiomal informatiom, as no doubt with some addi-
tional informetion on these items, we also will be able to give you a
p;ﬂ.‘:oiethoomtthtmmhtohnwth‘-molmdﬁthmdtbr
{4} rBe

Ve trust you will give us imstructioms in this matter,
which we shall carefully execute.

With sinoere personal regards to you, we are

R

(46 7







85 Asquith Ave.,Toronto,Can.,
Sept. 15,'40

Mr. C. A. Evans,
150 Fifth Ave.,
New York.N.Y.,
Dear Mr. Evans,
In connection with orders for our West China Union Univemyity

there are several points I wish to clear up before leaving for Vancouver.

First please place an ordersx with the "Da-lite Screen Co.,
2723 North Crawford Street,Chicago,Ill.,(they probably also have an offiwe
in New York)for one wall type beaded screemn,Model B,square,size 72"X T12%,
list price $42.56.Because of its length and slimness,and the long rough
road it is foing to have to travel it must be pheked in a stout wooden case.
I am assured by the ageht here that you will be able to obtain a much better
price than the one above quoted because of our institutdon being both
educational and missionary.This package will of course trgwel with me on
the Empress of Asia sailing from Vancouve#,and the firm?ﬁe go instructed.
As the time is now very short therc is need of emphasis that expedtion is
called for--these gcods must be actually in Vancouver by Sept. 30.The
invoices must as with the otkers be in triplicate,or better four copies,
Please charge the item to Internal Medicine,which I believe has a balance
with you of some $100 left over on the microscope deal.

The information asked for on the sundry isems to make up that
$50)0order for Internal Medicne(Thoracoscope,&tc.ghas not yet come to hand

and I have been therefore compelled to handle the matter through a local

company (The J. F. Hartz Co., Ltd,32=34 Grenville Street,Toronto) .To get

clear of customs,taxes,exchange &tc. the order has been placed with U.S.

firms.They have instructed the various firms coneerned to send the gocods

in bond to me on board the Empress of Asia at Vancouver and also inform
//me that present reguadadtions require that they arramge the details of

p

ayment .Will you therefore please forward the above mentioned Hartz Co.
a U.S. curgency order or checque to cover the enclosed bill, $538.30,
S addressing your letter,"Attention Mr. T. B. James".The extra over tihe $500C
/"1 can be charged 10 the balance from the $100 after paying for the screen and
J nere will still be a margin.
UC~ Ui s No copies of invoices have yet come tok hand,and I am leaving
n the morning fox Vancouver.The invoices nNow will have to be sent to me
at Vancouver,addressing to,"Dr. A. E. Best,Passennger,Tourist Class,Empress
of Asia%l shall not be back in Toronto before sailing.
Up until Sept. 29 T shall be staying with my brother in B.C.,
so that until then any correspondence should be semt to me there,
c/o Mr. H. S. Best,

/ ZQ Box 1094,
/)/w ; ® Vernon,B.C.,

Canada .

Any expedition you can give to the above matters will be greatly
appreciated.lt is of comrse extremely important that all the goods ordered
should be in Vancouver before the end of this month.rast experience has
been that ther: is always a great deal of detail to tend to in Vancouver
and also always something tunang up unexpectedly, so that one is wise to
allow for a slight margin.

Youxr will be back from your holidays and into harness again 1
take it.Many thaaks indeed for courteous and efficient service.It has

been a real pleasure to have known you and I trust we shall neet again.
Corddally,

Seatpl Yo ~— - Hones T

f







Septenber 19, 1940
Dr. 4. E. Best
c/o Mr. H. 8. Best
Box 1094
Vernon, B.C., Canada

Dear Dr. Best:

Your letter of September 15th is at hand, and we are
sorry indeed to learm that our letter of September S5th mever reached you.
Copy of this letter is enclosed herewith, which will show you that we
acted sromptly. Canedian or hmerican postal authorities are to blame.

LAs President Rooseveli's personul atteche, Jim Farley, has now been
snubbed out of existence, we can no longer blame ;enial Jim.

Last week we received a cable from Chengtu asking us
to hold all freight shipments temporerily. We immediztely got im touch
with Arthur H. Thomas and the Central Scientific Com .any to ascertain ihe
standing of the shipmenis. Meanwhile, Claude Thomson happened in, and we
checked with him regurding conditions. He states that it is very possible
to get the shipments through if they are shipped care of the American
Express Compuny in Hongkong, and by no means allowed to get imto the go-down
at the wharves in Hongkong. Hiz rrocedure was to go by stages:- first from
Hongkong to Hanoi; and from Indo-China, after a presum:ble stayy to leisurely
go on to China. He states that billing through to China is safer. With this
in mind, we have authorized the Central Scientific Company to make shipment
to the West coast care of the EMPRESS OF /ASIA, instructing them to send quad-
ruplicate invoices to you, and we are enclosing a copy of our letter herewith.
e nre telegraphing to Arthur Thomas and writing as per attached copy, and
will let vou know imnediately their reply. I trust you will find our actions
satisfactory.

As requested, we have ordered the screen from the Da-lite Co.,
shich will be sent to you care of the boat, together with invoices.

We :re caying the invoice for Hertz & Co., charging same to
requigition No. 00351.

Te have had a telephone conversation with H.W. Wilson this
afternoon, :nd they are sending the shipment of books for the Library to the
ASIL, slong with invoices, which you will find upon arrival at Vancouver.

Any other correspondence will be addressed as re uested or

to the boat. Wish I could have seen you before you left. It was a jJoy to have
vom with us even the few times. l!lay the good Lord go with you.

1B 1

CAE:RC
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letter from H. W. Wilson Sept. 1

September .0, 1940

or. {;.A E&- Hesat
cfo Mr. H, 8. Best
Box 1094

Y i

Vernon, B.C., C/HaDI
Pesar Dr. Best:

Ve are writing you further regarding the shipment of
books snd eriodicals from the H. W. "ilson Compeny, sbout which
we hove been in corres ondence. These ‘re for the West China
Union University Librery, and you will recall that you agreed to
take these wlong with you to Chengtu. fle ere uoting herewith
art of ¢ letter from the H, W. Wilson Compiny d:uted Setember
19¢th, which is self explunatory:i-

e huve shi ped the volumes direct to China, address-
ing them 28 follows:

Dr. £ E. Best

c¢/0 imerican Exvress Comps
4 Des Voeux Road Central
Hongkong, Chine

"fe have written today to Dr. Best wboard the 3. S.
Pmpress of Asis, expluining to hiam thet we did thils so «s not to
involve him in any difficulty +ith the Canadian custom officials.
/ith our letter, we enclosed three cories of the bill of lading.
On his resenting these «t the office of the imericen Lxoress
Comneny im Homgkong, the shipment will be turned over to him."

e trust this yrocedure will be erfectly satisfactory
to you, &nd that you will huve no difliculty in the tramsshipment
of this order from Hongkong to Chengtu.

Sincerely yours,

CLE:RC

CC: Libraiiay,Vest China
Br. Roy Spooner
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September 23, 1940

Dr. A, E. Best

c/o Mr. H., 5. Best
Box 1094

Vernon, B.C., Canada

Dear Dr. Dest:

In accordance with imstructions im your letter of
September 15th, we ordered the wall type beaded screen from the
Da-Lite Screen Company in Chicago. We have now beem informed
that they are not in & position to handle direct shipments into
Oanada. They have suggested that we ~lace the order with their
Toronto distributors, and we have written to the Associated Bereen
News Company, as per the enclosed copy. We trusi there will be
ample time for the shipment to reach Vancouver well in advance of
the sailing date.

7ith pincere personal regards, we are

Very truly yours,

4 2 L"". i S SR At T s 8t R S ataitite
v el S R R B D







Dr. _‘_;_'__._E.L..Qﬁﬂt

¢/o Mr. H. S. Best
Box 1094

Vernon, B. C. Canada

Dear Dr. Best:

This morning we received a letter from the irthur H.
Thomas Compeny, steting that it would be impossible for them to
out their shipment on the 2.8. EMPRESS OF ASIA. Ve telegraphed
you as per the enclosed copy, and trust the suggestion of ship-
oing directly to Hongkong meets with your approval.

From the enclosed copy of &cknowledgement to Arthur
H. Thomas, you will see thag a saving can be effected in ship-
~ing costs by using an imerican boat. Since your real task of
supervision will be from Hongkong to Chengtu, this procedure
should be satisfactory, but we trust it will not delay you too
much in Hongkong.

The Central Scientific Company a perently will make
shipment to Vancouver in time. As yel we have had mo word
from the Associated Screen News regarding the po:sibility of
théir shipping to Vancouver before October 5th, but hope to be
able to give you complete informetion before you sail. lie will
send vou the necessery invoices and shipping papers, and those
thet are not ready before you sail will be sent to you in ccre
of the American Express Compeany at Hongkong.

As has been our rocedure in the ast, we will send
one copy of all the invoices to Mr. Spooner via Cli per mail,
and he will secure the necessary tax exemption papers in advance.
We trust you will be able to hsndle the shipments with a minimum
of difficulty. i

Sincerely youps,

CAE:RC O i

Enc.

i L PRI
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150 Fifth Avenue
New York, N. Y.
October 18, 1940

" Dr. A. E. Best.

¢/o American Express Company
4 Des Voeux Road Central
Hongkong, China

’Dear Dr. Best:

We trust you have had a pleasant voyage across the Pacific and thé&t the
shipments for West China Union University caused you a minimum of trouble.

You will find enclosed invoices covering the orders which were shipped
on the S.S. FMPRESS OF ASIA, i.e.

Requisition No. 00115 (Central Scientific Company)
00244 (Central Scientific Company)
00351 (The J. F. Hartz Co., Ltd.)

An order for the Canadian School (Central Scientific Company) Payment
for this order is to be made by the United Church of Canada
Screen
An order for a Screen (Assoclated/ﬂews, Ltd.)

We trust these invoices will facilitate the matter of transshipment of
the goods from Hongkong to Chengtu. 2

The Arthur H. Thomes Company, who are executing requisitions 00245,
00249, 00352, 00082, Q0250 and 00246, was unable to have their shipment ready in
time to put on the S.S. EMPRESS OF ASIA. This shipment will be sent by freight
directly from Philadelphia to Hongkong as soon as possible, and we trust it will
reach Hongkong soon after your arrival. Copies of these invoices will also be
sent.

As has been our custom in the past, we have sent copies of the invoices
enclosed herewith to Mr. Roy Spooner, who will secure the necessary tax exemption.

With sincere personal regerds to you, we &re

“Cordially yours,




{
’s_,
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Dear Pr. Best:

As stated ia our Clipper letter $o you dated today,
are eaclosing herevith the imvoices, Packing lists and dille
lading 1n connsttion with the shipmea$ from the Arthmr K.

sovered by requisitions Fo. 00082, 00245,

Ve trust these will arrive iz ssple $ime, and that

you will have a siatsus of 41fficalty in the transshipmeat of
this apparatus to M ‘

Very sincerely yours,

Maclosures
sent to Best via Pres. Van Buren

g s A s A R S R A B N il
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150 Fifth Avenue
New York, N.Y.
November 4, 1940

Dr. A. E. Best :

c/o American Express Company

4 Des Voeux Road Central

Hongkong, China

Dear Dr. Best:

The invoices covering the shipment from the Arthur H. Thomas
Company hawe just been received. These cover the following West China
requisitionst~ 00082, 00245, 00249, 00352 and 00250.

Tor your information we are quoting herewith from a letter
received from the Arthur H. Thomas Company!

"We have made shipment of the above orders on the

S.S. DON ANICETA direct to Hongkong, consigned to

Dr. A. E. Best, c/o American Express Co., Fo. 4,6 Des
Voeux Road, Central, Hongkong. We are enclosing in-
foices and packing lists, and also statement of account,
and we suggest that you immediately forward to Dr.Best
by air the enclosed three copies of negotiable bill of
lading and at least one copy of enclosed invoices and
packing lists. Also send him by regular mall a follow-
up letter with copies of invoices and packing lists and
another copy of bill of lading, as Dr. Best will have to
present these to the American Express Co. in order for
him to obtain delivery from the steamship company. The
negotiable bills of lading must be peesented to the
steamship company before they will make delivery.®

As this order was sent via freight only last week and 1t will
take about six weeks to reach Hongkong, we are not enclosing the involces
and supplementary papers herewith due to the prohibitive cost. However,
we are enclosing one copy of the bill of lading, which has to be presented
to the steamship company for release of shipment. The invoices are being
sent to you at this address via the S.S. ERresident Van Buren, which is
due to arrive in Hongkong on December 10th. We are sure the papers will
be received in ample time before the shipment arrives by freight. We are
writing to Mr. Spooner at Chengtu, and will also send him coples of the in-
voices so that he may secure the necessary tax exemption in advance.

We sincerely appreciate your cooperation and trust this prolonged
delay in Hongkong will not interfere toosseriously with your plans.

Cordially yours,

CAR:RC C L Conrna—
enc.

clipper mail

(48 |






Kutkai ,Burma,March 10,

Mr. Co Ae Evans,

150 Fifth Ave.,

New York,Uo SeA. 9
Dear Mr. Evans,

It seems ages shice we were in Hongkong,getting various

letters and invoices from you,and decidéng that in a few days now I
would be in a position to send you a figal letter what would completely
wind up:xall officaal matters concerning the sundry shipments that you
have been sending on in my care.Now at long last(the warious causes of
delay tn Hongkong and especially Rangoon is a long,long stery,so will
not burden you with details) we are about the cross the Border into
China with not only all the goods about which I have received letters
from you but some that had been held up in Hongkong and Haiphoong for
in certain cases over a year.

Yhe goods Twom Arthur H. Thomas Referred to in yours of Nov.
4,and due to not-arrival before we left Hongkong I had tumned over to
the American Express Co. there actually caught us up in Rangoon and are
now with use.Also with us is the Wilson order,(yours Sept. 10),the
Da-Lite Screen(by the way,the price they charged on that seems to me
rather preposterous,and makes aldowance for no discounts at all such
as the Toronto office informed me was certain if .applied for,but
probably that does not repeesent the amount yeu actually paid.I hope
the goods from the Cmmtral Scientific Co. as per yours of Sept. 24,
and 25, As far as I know nothing has been left behind and when this
stuff gets to Chengtu there should be a certain amount of rejoicing!

Kindest regards,

Cordially,
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Dre Ae E. Best
west Chins Thfon University
Chemngtu, Szechwan, CHINA

Dear Dr. Best:

1 am ackmowledging your letter of March 10th which comes
u;wtmlixasmmmmmmmwmin
mentionod was getting through. Purther than that, and still deeper,
our worries coversd how you were getting ome 'e have thought of you
repeatadly and as often as orders come to hand arises the question as
to your welfare.

We have also had you in mind in our dealings with Jolm Kao
who has now recoived a scholarship for next yesr's work toward his
Dootorate. He has done remarkebly fine work, for vhich we are all
grateful,

I shell be most happy indeed if you will writo me & few lines
giving me your experiences in traveling in from Burms.

mmmmwhﬁwmotmxghtMnthdum
in with Clande Thompson and Dam Dye. Ve are purchasing two trucks which
dllhopmuﬂbythcmumwmﬁmﬁum%s:-duc-lm
Lt&awnmtwttofmwtpingwﬁumw,m\rulm.‘hrgo
smoust. You will kmow more sbout it when they arrive and kmow what their
experience has been, Memwhile I shall be delig to hear what you have
done.

Very sincerely yours,

Ce A. EVANS
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THE MISSION BOOK COMPANY

13 NORTH SZECHUEN ROAD

SALES DEPARTMENTS OF P % o » B o x 7 2 5 AGENTS FOR:
PRESBY TERIAN MISSION PRESS MACMILLAN & CO. LONDON

METHODIST PUBLISHING HOUSE SH ANGH Al UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO PRESS CHICAGO
CABLE ADDRESS : MISBOCOY METHODIST BOOK CONCERN NEW YORK

G. & C. MERRIAM CO. SPRINGFIELD

AGENTS FOR:
SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING XIAN KNOWLEDGE

RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY FOR CHINA T S P &
&l AT “ ¢ 7

CHINA CHRISTIAN EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION bl Jl'llarj 28 ] 1927 LONDON

NOBLE & NOBLE NEW YORK

CHINA MEDICAL MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION
. WINSTON CO. PHILADELPHIA
CHRISTIAN LITERATURE SOCIETY JOHN C. WINST

ReV. J. :_.o Y'&I‘d,

7est China Union University,
150 Fifth .Lvenue,

New York City.

Jear Jinet=

I think you mey be interested in the enclosed clippings
from the M.C.Daily News which is of course just as much agin the
F.¥.C. as always. But certainly the cartoon or plctur was
gomelWwhat guestionable just at the present crisis for I think it
very true that the illéterate would not be able %o uncerstand it
and would be quite likely tc misinterpret it.

Things are lively here. Refugees on every steamers . . big
bunch of Szechuen folk arrived yesterday, “ilchhrs, Blanchards, MNec
Curdys, Gentrys, and perhaps some others, en route home lirse
North and Bill, Jr. Mrs. Rape and Paul, and some others Lo stay
here for a while. I wish I could \1vv you the exact list but I
have not had it myself. Kiukiang women and children were evacuated
gome time &go. lirs. Johannaber and lirs. Plummer and children are her
living (eamping) in the house where the /llmans lived. lirs. «srge-
lender stopped off at Wuhue Dr. end lirs. Brown have been down here
for a couple of weeks buy$u~ equipment for the new hospital in the
face of all the probable changes. Now we hear that Bishop Birney
ig calling the Nanchang mothers and children in. The Gales have
been ezlled in from Tunki by the consul (at Nanking?) but say every-
thing is quiet and peaceful with them. It is hard to tell what the
future will bring forth but safe to say we are due to see something
blow up if the British get too insistent upon the protection and

maintaining of Shanghei. Two contingents of Punjabls have been lande
ed and are guartered on the lace Course, or rather in the new Grand
3tand which has room in the upper story. Some day soon 1 will take
a day off and think up & lot of things to tell yru but today I am too
busy. I dc not know how much news ycu get from Shanghei.

I puerss ebout the most sericus thing that has occured in our
mission so far has been the [foochow trcuble and we did not suffer as
mueh as the "‘nglish and imer. Board. Two of the latter houses were
completely LOOoGd Mr. Beard found socme of his clothes for sale on
the street the next day. Institutional Chureh and Dr. Hu's hospital
were alsc looted. The Tnglish at the liorth Gate were badly treated.

“ QUR JOB, THE DISTRIBUTION OF CHRISTIAN LITERATURE, YOUR JOB, TOO”

[JdHSY
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THE MISSION BOOK COMPANY

13 NORTH SZECHUEN ROAD
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PRESBY TERIAN MISSION PRESS MACMILLAN & CO. LONDON
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METHODIST BOOK CONCERN NEW YORK

G. & C. MERRIAM CO. SPRINGFIELD
SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING XIAN KNOWLEDGE
LONDON
NOBLE & NOBLE NEW YORK
JOHN C. WINSTON CO. PHILADELPHIA

CABLE ADDRESS : MISBOCOY

AGENTS FOR:

RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY FOR CHINA

CHINA CHRISTIAN EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION
CHINA MEDICAL MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION
CHRISTIAN LITERATURE SOCIETY

The worst of the rioting occured on Sun. the 16th and by ednesday
most of the imerican women and children, especially mothers, had
departed. The U.S.5.Pillsbury took the most of them to llanila and
went back for ancther cargo, hoping those from up-country would he
in and ready to go. Helen Laecy came up here as she had her girls
in sehool (21l she has). The other mothers had some here and some
there and no relatives to come to and it seemed wiser for them to
go to Manila. Ilrs. Bishop Brown &lsc came and two of the Hwa Nang
girlse To some of us it locks & 1little as though Consul Price got
paniecky but it is a heavy regpongibility for a consul and onec can=
not judge what is best for anocther to doe So far the Inglish cone
gul &nd Ve Consul and most of the missionaries are staying but a
good many of the merchant cless have gones

T could write a ream but I must stop.

With love to the family,

« QUR JOB, THE DISTRIBUTION OF CHRISTIAN LITERATURE, YOUR JOB, TOO”
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Mes Gare 7. Bosworth,
#13 11, 8zeclmon Noad,
Post Cffice Bou "VU(,
Shanghai, China

Deay Aunt Joedlci-

You werc mighty good to wend that letter
of Jamuary 28th, It came in a few days ago.

Your sccond paragreph starts off, "*%*nﬁs
are 71Vij herc." If that wore trge on Jan. th
1t must be ten times as Lvﬂv LAuaJ, according to
reports in today's paper. In Steop 1in hie dispateh,
says that one shell from ‘hc hineﬁn foll in front
of the Dollar lHouse and anathpr one hit noar the
Red Cross THospital. d you hear them in the
Methodlst Compound? iudge that “un's defonge 1s
roady to collapse. ™ himself, hae already
fled to Japan! 5
. T wish vou would tell me whether or not
the University in Chengtu is Opcn, and vhether 1t
will remain open for the nex "qar or so, or will
1t be 8losod for several years?’ low can I raise:
money for a ?nivorrity that may be confiscated or
shut up gny day? A few dollars keep trickling in,
but I cortainly have not the norve to start out on
any real campaign

e have had cablos telling of the arrival
of the verious groups in "hangheai. You must be more
erowded than we were in 1011 and 1912 I still re=
member quite vividly vhat a mess thaL WaS e

4th love from us all,

Sincerocly yours,

A
aha

==
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THE MISSION BOOK COMPANY

13 NORTH SZECHUEN ROAD

P. O. BOX 725

SHANGHAI

SALES DEPARTMENTS OF
PRESBY TERIAN MISSION PRESS
METHODIST PUBLISHING HOUSE
CABLE ADDRESS : MISBOCOY
AGENTS
RELIGIOUS TRAC‘r SOCIETY FOR CHINA
CHINA CHRISTIAN EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION
CHINA MEDICAL MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION
CHRISTIAN LITERATURE SOCIETY

JUY 4

FOR:

i o

AGENTS FOR:

MACMILLAN & CO.

UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO PRESS

METHODIST BOOK CONCERN

G. & C. MERRIAM CO.

SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING XIAN KNOWLEDGE

LONDON

NEW YORK

PHILADELPHIA

LONDON
CHICAGO
NEW YORK
SPRINGFIELD

NOBLE & NOBLE
JOHN C. WINSTON CO.
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China

Tﬂgr*"tﬂa 1w thanks for yours of lMarceh
22nd. You neod nover fear that I wil! tire of reading
s ¢ch i toyovtang WOt(or" as that one no matter how
long they may be.  That same day or the next one, I
had a very good letter from Carleton Taey who geve us
g lot of information that we would not he able to pick
up any vhere else. dDuri: thoee wecks whon wo got no
eablos from ""illard ‘n qr papors the little grorp here
in Tew “ork felt protty cme! 1ot but now we can at

east got up to date oncod a week.

from this end the ti:l?rq "0 1' nzh“ttﬁf
hopeless to me. T bellove that our
cahoots vith Great Britaln o»d thet to w’ 7 to; A afd
prrogses we are now at ware. Our stateemen arc tx)o
oturid to clay the new game that the new dey demands
and the end will be thet al! vhite men wil! get kicked
o't of China and then out of Indla., It wouldn't sure
prise me if the whddd world wil! geot mixed up in & big
world war in the next vear or two,

After roaling that article on the N.CeCoe
by some of our imminent c¢hurchmon and educators I just
abo:t lost hope for the chureh toos I!ow in CGod's name
coen self respeeting Chinese cooperate with such a bunch?
If they ean kick the misrlionaries out, ther may be able

0 8ave *%o church, lettor just in from Paul Hutechinson

&

A&

gsays 1t 1o ke to him 11ke the deluges. It looks about
1ike thot to me. Ile is proparing one whale of an
aditorial for his paper this weok bup what pood really do .
oditeriais do? "Theore 1s ar immonse anount of publie

[J]19H



opinion in dmerica that 1s entirely in sympathy with
china and utterly op-nsed to the wey ovr government

je dealing with China but for some reason this
mage of people, made up of 907 Ameriecans, does
soom to be able to affect the poliey of the go
mhe asmall banking group whose spokesman is T,
eontrols the government and we shall all go to

ouraselves civilized.
LEVA: LB
low pleage tale this dowm end read it

time

Sincerely yours,

«t Yis-ionary Praver mecting and we hsmessle

great
not
ernnent «
lfellon,
war to

lease the hundred, or more who malke up thle groupe
+ @ bunch of fools we are. 100,000,000 peor
to war for the sake of 00 millionalres. And ¢

le goling
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at the
a fine
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yal to thelr forelgn friends.
¢
Thore 1s nothing very new in the Yard
family. Mavbelle is doing very woll with her €hinene
breiness, e are wondoring kow soon wo aall be eut off
from our soureo of s prl I am got!ing my share of
nbhlicity this weok. .:»" *“‘ch neon has o hlished a
hooP poviﬂv and has writt me up as ono o the
1thoritlos those artichko ‘?VO heen publishod by t he
Christian Century Pncontly, and this nmorning the New York
Times saye I a2 to address a meeting in nion fquare on
faturday aleng with Harry "ard, “cot Tearing and other
rough-nockss T was just about to cal® up and say I could
not be at the mocting, as a mattor of fact T think T’
shall for ligaebeth 18 coming to town and expects to meet.
mos (n the othor hand I may decido to tale hor with me
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to the meeting and ‘et her see what a soap-box orator
looks lilee. 1 suppose it 1s the better part of valor
to stay awaye If T should get put into jail, the
Methodicst Hipgh Priects womnld rejolce at the downfeall

of this Methodist Red. 7T think I will go hoje with
Wlizaethe

with mueh 1-ve fror us all,
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Misa O, le Tosworth

15 14 Srechwan Road
Shanghal, Vhina

Aunt “adies

“any thanks for yeur let'or of the 28th
of April. The nackage of e¢lippi-ge has not arrived yet
ut T em expecting it. Thanli/vou very ruch for keeping
me in mind for I do need iust such things to keep in touch
rith affalirs.

. o :
You men did not seem to heve very good.
luck in huying thie timé. Tle crargoed us, ‘or oxample, ~Og
a riece for t ose little salt epoonse, "e e¢mn not posaibly
got out nmoney out of them at thHat price. 7"he Bascels on
thoee 1ittle car ecach plts wercszretiy poor too sq I am
afraid we ehall not dare ‘o ask him to buy for us again.
Of eourse I realige that the market in Shanghai is veory
poor and it 1s Aifficult to buy anything so I am not Hlame

ing hinm,.

7mcﬁ\\srvico arrived ton days ago and
will he of ¢ t cmorwow tA\California, visiting his relatives
on routes !o had a wonderful tie through India and

Furope and arrived in fino health and epirite. 7o have
enjoyed having him with us. lizaoth got home from 60le
lege “unday. She hae no rosition yet "ut to es to got
somothing soon. dost night she and Jack and Priscilla

wont to Coney Teland to comp’ete their edueantion. The Loprd
krows what they did or how thev enjoyed it. llone of them
vore awake then T left this morning. /

ith love from all,

As evor,

407



13 ll. Szechuen Road,
Shanghai, Dec. 31, 1927,

Dear Jim:

is I wrote the date of this I thought of its being the

last day of 1926 and inadvertently wrote 1927 Dut it isn't. It
will be soon enough for the time just whizzes by. 48 Bill San-~
ders once remarked, "How tempus does fidget alongl" Which Te-
merk will help to oxplain the long time since your letter of the
1st lov. was received. 3ut we have sent the cigarette holders
ag per the enclogedinvoice and hope you get them all righte. One
who did not know ydu might think you a hardened smoker. You
see you still haye & amall balance as your check at the prevailing
high rate of exchange brought $1l.4L. /e ecould have sent one?r
more holder®but Chen thought there might be duty, or umore pestage
than there was. We will be glad to get more things if you likee.
Chen is doing quite & bit ¢f buying for George ¥err and his Chi-
nese shope.

I am glad you like it a%v 7allace Lodge. 1t seemed
very attractive to me after you got there but something of a pull
up the hill at the end of a day, However that gsort of exercise
igs good for one and T loved the view of the river that 1 head
from my w ndowe. I had guch a nice letter from Prigeilla which
I shall be answering soon 1 hope. '

yell, Shanghai and its fereign concessions are still on
the mep in the same old waye. Chiang ¥Xai-shek has had his hands
too full further up the river to bother much about us though no
doubt he has us in his mind's eye 21l the time. I&is hard to know
what to believe or to expect from the Southern government. In ms
ways it loocks as though we would be better offe. Their princi- ;?
ples are sound enough if only they had the power to ‘carry them
out. At the Comrmunity Church Forum Dec. 19th Mr. King Chu gave
g very illuminating talk on Jun ¥at 3en and his primeiples.But
% g of there is toc mueh "Red" influence at work smong the labor -
er§°t0 Permit of the full realization of those principles and ide-
als. I mean now not simply with regard to the status and the
well-being of the foreigners but for the good of the common peo=-
ple. VWie foreigners &re ftoo much inelined to think of how these
changes are going to affect us and our 1ittle task and too little
of what it all means for the country at large and the new China
that is bound tc come.

3ehools are pretty much upset in various parts of the
country. 1 heard the other day that Yale-in-China is moving to
Shanghai, that the Presbyterian School (Girls') in Changsha is
closing because ‘they will not register and schools in other pleaces
have closed dowme Dr. Gowdy has regigned from the University be=-
cause he cannot stand against the pressure and feels that he has
been hurt by some of his best friends (supposedly Chinese). vhen
I was down there in Cect. he geemed thoroughly discouraged at the
prospect and said 1 mught consider myself fortunate that 1 got
out of school work when I did. It is reportec that his friends

hope the resignation willnoct be accepted.,

|

tou may have heard




something from him directe.

Ag for me I am trotting &long in the same o0ld course.
Mission Book Company affeirs are in statu quo. TYou probably see
the China Christian idvocate (if you d- not you cught to) and
know that there ‘has been some pretty plain opinion expressed. -7
Walter Lacy's article in the last issue is very much to the
point end I think is quite an eye-opener to some of the folks as
to the method employed in bringing about the withdrawal of the
llethodists (Worth). The Presbyterian ‘valuation Commission re-
commended that the 1I.B.C. be continued under the direction of
the P.l.P. Board of Directors but the recommendation has tc go 4
home to their Board for confirmation. <+ tHink there is little
doubt as to the Board passing the recommendation. Meanwhile
the two Ma7e representatives, Cline and Main, are pressing for a
settlement and some of us feel that were the facts properlfy set
before our Board they would make gome move tc reconsider thedr  _J
withdrawal of the capital. It is mnot tc be expected thet they
would renew their grant-in-aid in view of the present financial
condition of the Board but if they would just let us have the
use of their share of the stoeck and fixtures it would help.
Bishop Birney is up river and has not been present at any of the
meetings to consider the case. He will probdbly be gone all of
next month. lirs. Birney is with hinm.

Miss Davis is still running the “piscopal residence though
she has asked toc be released as it is a losing o*opusition as she
hes it now. ©What Mrs. Birney will do them remains to be seen
for she dces not want to keep house. Gertrude and I take our
meals with lMiss Pavis. Iliiss Bonafield has gone cn furlough (to
Peking for the winter—later is going home) and the new management
did not want to feed us. Guess we eat toc much. Vhat we will do
when lielissa gives up we do not know.

0f course you know that the M.7.Compound has been put up
for sale but so far therec has not appeared & buyer who would pay
the price. in Cet.

I spent my vacation in Foochow and Amoy/ Had a fine
time all the way arcund., Was in foochow three weeks and two days
and it was nice tc be there when there were no meetings "no
career, nc¢ destiny, no gstragegic work at hand", Just-Lfree 4c
and ecome a8 I liked. In Amoy my o0ld students gave me & grand
time, banquet, &c. I was there twc days and came direct back from
there.

I do net know as there is any more lMethcdist or other =
wise news tco rolayg_ I think liabelle hears frequently from lirs.
seryice. Communt1y 8hurch seems tc be prosperinge. You have pro=-

bly heard that lir. Drury has asked tc be released next June &and
go to dinburgh for study. Hope something helps him tc become
a better preacher. Hope too we get a good man in his place but
methinks it is a hard job to please everybcdy. I believe you may
be thankful you did not accept the call.

7ith love to the entire family,




