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GENERAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY

WaLter G. WHITMAN

Stare NormaL ScHooL
EpiTor AND MANAGER

SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS

January 12, 19235

Mr. J. E. Williams, Vice-President
University of Nanking

150 Fifth Avenue

New York City, New York

My dear Mr. Williams:

Since writing you on October 1, in reply to your letter
of September 39, I have not heard from you. When I
received your letter, I thought that possibly you wanted
someone to undertake the work at Nanking right away.

If you hav not made other arrangements, and there is a
possibility that you may desire my services, will you
let me know at your convenience.

I have had a conference with Professor Mabee, who is on
léave from Shanghai College, to learn from him about
needs and conditions. He spoke of the splendid work
which Professor Twiss did when he was in that section.
I have read one report made by Professor Twiss, but
should wish to consult with him further if I were to
undertake the work.

If I were to go, I would like to know, as far in advance
as possible, in order to study the problems and to bet-
ter prenare myself for the special work required there.

Very truly yours,

A @,H’ZQ{:MN,

WGW:AJS







INFORMATION REGARDING W. G. WHITMAN

Born in Norway, Me., Yay 4, 1874.

Deprees =~ i.B. from Tufts College in 1898; /.M. from Columbia University in 1207.

Teuohigé - High schools, 1398-1905; tthieal Culture School 1905-1510; Stete Normal
School, Salem, Mass., 1910-1013; State Normml School, Selem, 1916-1225.

Instructor in Summer Schools - Columbia University 1906-1912; Teachers College 1913;
VYyennis, Uass., otate Mormal School 1915-1916; niversity of Pittsburgh
1917-1919; Hampton Institute 1924-1925.

tditorial “ork - Science editor for ‘merican Book Compeny 1013-1015. Founded GCeneral
“Weience Cuarterly in 1916 -nd edited it since.

Seignce Orranizations - Seecretary and Vice-iressident of liew York Physics Club 1805
1010; ‘resident of Hew Fngland association of Chemistry Teachers, two
years, 1912-1913; orgsnized General GScience Club of lMew England and was
its President three years, 1916-1620.

Joint author with k. Fe Villiems >f "Laboratory Exercises in leneral
Chenistry”.

Joint author with G. V. Hunter of "Civic Science in the Home".

. 4 e y " "Civic Science in the Community".
. . Pl a2 . " “Civic Ccience in Fome snd Commnity".
. & il S y " "civie Science Yanual”.

.athor of ‘lousehold Ihysics”.
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UNIVERSITY OF Ni.NEING.

rpofessor Valtar G, Thitman,
State Hormnl School,
Galem, “us8s.

¥y dear rofessor Yhitmen:

in secordance with our conversation of last Friday, I sm writing you fully
oongerning tre Urdversity of llanking poaition. ¢ ;

The University of Nanking desires for o term of three years, if possible,
e visiting professor of science who is primarily {nterssted in the problems of teache
ing the sciences nd showing others how better to teach them. The University desires
a men who is primerily n teacher and who is interested in helping other men to be
better toachers, ond who it not mercly interested in technioel research. The flelds
of interest involved cre chiefly those of rhysios, chemistry snd Biolqu. The plan
of nork wonld be &s indieated in the following outline of duties for the vieiting
rrofessor:

"I, To teach one course o-ch semester in element:ry acionod. soy physios
one semester and chemistry or.bigiogy the second semester, and use
these clwsses demonstration teaching in science. :

"{1.To visit the cl-sses then roing on, tsught by other professors and
assistants, visit their laboratories and work constructively with
these toschers on plans and methods for imprgving their science, tench=
inge. {

'III.To cowoperste with the depertment of education in riving courses on \
methods of teaching scienes, to which courses our own teaghers and
assistants in scionoe; teaohers and assistants in sclence in 3inling
College and of Southeastern University would be sdmitted. .nd ae far
a8 possible tive and strength permit, co-operste with Ginling and with
Southeastern in improving sclence teaching.

_The general character of the University and ite work you will gain froma .
nu ber of pamphlets and reports which I am sending you under snother cover. I enclose,
however, a copy of the preliminery statement of information for those who are cen--
didetes for positions et the University of Hanidng, drawn up primarily, as you will
note, for those who sre going out as beginners for permanent ap ointments, and you
will m-ke gue allowsnce for this, in reading this statement. :

The ‘University is in s position of very genuine streagth in China which
do

it hes been able to carry on its work in the present confusion, which we
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i




Yalter O.

to continue or become more sericus. I enclose also a memorandum as to the treining
and éxverience of the men who are teaching science with whom you would, of ocourse,
be primerily a-sociated and whose work, topether with that of their sssoocistes and
ag-istents, yo: would be endeavoring to stimulate.

You will recopgnize thut the opportunity is not one for doing a routine
plece of .ork, but for mkinz n somewhat unueunl contriution to the development of
the coffectiveness of : promising university in .« strateric position with reference
to its influenee upon = largo snd proving constituency, having 2 relstion on the one
hand to the secord~ry -nd rrimary schools, to which, no doubt, meny of its graduates
will po o8 teachers, snd on the other hand to the soientific professions, into which .
others of its rruoduntes will go ~fter further training.

s 1 indiected to you in our oconfersnce, the funds which are swveileble for
this purrose are somevh t linmited, und we recopnize that it would be too much to exw
pest cne in un active teaching position to be =ble to secure = lecve of absence for
as mueh <8 three yenrs. ! have, howewver, understood from my conference with you,
th~t yH>u w-uld be rrep.red to ask for lo«vu of =bsence for s sinrle ye r, with the
ax ottntinn that ‘here wnuld be no difficulty in petting thnt rreonted, and with the
furthor intention .7 noking for leive of atsence for » second year, before the ox=
pirstlon o7 ‘he first, =o thet on your pert, if you agoopted our proposition, you
wrald o ot with the intention of steying two vears, brovided you could gecurec the
neoess-ry lecve of absenee. The fincneinl nsnects of the proposition are theso:

The Miwverci y would furnish the costs of sutgoing -nd return travel of
yourself oad wr-. "hitmen and = sulary of Jo8e | 5,700, o year; nclliosl services free;
rnt of h ouse 1o Le chirped to sclary at approximetely U.S. {26. s month. Ve recopnize
that, if the tewm w5 limited to a single yonr, the costs of round trip travel for the
children (aoproximitoly HeS. $2,000) vould probobly be too hesvy for you. Therofore,
if the term turns cul to @ 2 sinrle year.only, we w»ill t kv care of the travel oosts
nf the children one oy, Th's wiuld mesn that your costs £ r ‘he travel of the children
will s e proximetely Tof. £1,000. e~ch voer, If it is found prsotieable for y»u to

)

RTC wrt of & house, ths rent would be e-nreci=mbly raduced.

'ou will note that living costs ar very “xcb less in China than in the
n'ted '1~tcs I estinmnte that {ﬁw net incoms to yruwill be about tan percent.
better then that of cther members of the staff similﬂrly situated ne to nunber of
vesrs ol teaching and number ond cre of childron. T = sure thet those whom you
would so n Agﬂbor as your Yankine friends would do evorything nossible to make you
end jour family comfort ble.

lease nete that ! hove eetimcted the trevel costs for the children on my
recollection that they are thirteen, eleven, xnd one yecr sld, raspeotively. 7This
meanc that in croscing ‘he continent, the thirteen year old would o at full fore,
the eleven yesr old at helf fure, ~nd the buby, free, but crossing the 'acifie, both
the thirteen nd eloven vesr old children would ~o full fure, eich, snd the buby at
one=-tonth Mill fare.

: It would be a vory grout satisfoetlon to us if you enuld find it possibla
to ageept this appeintment, nund I ¢ sure that you will understund -nd share in the
hirh Christian purposes of the Univerzity in its effort to reslize in its students

and staff the higheet ideusls of Christiun charisotor and influenece. In the hope that
you will be “ble to mocept, I om trying to secure t ntative resorvations for two statee
roons for the latter p rt of .ugust. s

You will b interested in noting the reference on the fourth puge of the
Ce ﬁdidato Statement es to the fucilities for school for the children in Sanking, I
also' nclose a memorandum concerning personszl equipment and furnishings that will bo
of inferest.




s

e If thers are any questions or suggestions which you would mq.
plvase fwel entirely free to write us. We want to have ell the matter clesrly”
stood, and we will do all we can to make the whole process one of comfort end sat!
feotion.

”

I want to express to Yrs. “hitman end yourlolt\'vmy appreciation of your hose
pitolity while I was in Salem. 3

Hoping to hear from you at an early date, I am
Faithfully yours,

Cegretary,
University of Nankinge

/%3
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Charge to the account of

CLASS OF SERVICE CESIRED
TELEGRAM
DAY LETTER X
NIGHT MESSAGE

NIGHT LETTER

Patrons should mark an X oppo-
desired;

FULL-RATE ‘I'ELEG#AM A NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT GEORGE W. E. ATKINS, FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to -

. qume 27 1925
F\"h "

PROFESSOR W G WHITMAN bt b
HOLLY TREE INN

HAMPTON INSTITUTE

BAMPTON VIRGINIA

FOLLOWING CABLEGRAM REC IVED QUOTE SITUATION IS IMPROVING SEND WHITMAN END QUOTE

DO YOU REGARD IT AS TOO LATE OR UNWISE TO CHANGE DECISION OF YOUR LETTER JUNE
TWENTY THIRD BOWEN EVIDENTLY REGARDS SITUATION AS NOT SUFFICIENTLY SERIOUS TO QAUSE
ALTERATION OF PLANS WE HAVE NOT EVEN HEARD RUMOR CONCERNING STONING IN NANKING
BUT I DO NOT WANT TO URGE YOU AGAINST YOUR JUDGMENT IF YOU HAVE SERIOUS DOUBTS
PERIOD WIRE ME MOND.AY WHAT YOU THINK BEST

ERIC M NORTH
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w)‘[/ : ' UNIVERSITY OF BANKING.

Professor Walter G. Whitman, _
Folly, Tree Inn, :

Hampton Institute,

Fampton, Va,

¥y dear Professor Whitman:

I am delighted to have your letter of July 13th and to learn that you 3
have been released for the lanking position. I have been contimuously im toush =
with the China news, and opinions here about it, and find that although judgments
as to the turn the political negotiations are likely to take differ, there se g
to be no ground for anxiety concerning the safety of missionaries in'China, partie=
ularly the american group.

You may hear that the Presbyterian China Council has asked the Board to
defer the sailings of missionaries who were due to go out in supust. This, I think,
is because they have a rather large number, some sizty or seventy missionaries, of
whom some will be gcing to Canton or otrprf\to some interior points, which makes
it wiser to hold up the group. There is nothing in any news from Nanking to ceuse
us congern, and the general position of Americans with reference to the future
negotiations seems to be particularly good. :

inswering your specific questions - first: with reference to bedding, 1
would recommend that you take sheets and blankets, ond if any member of the femily
is partioularly attached to a certsin type of pillow, I would recommend taking that.
I do not think of eny other household equipment which would be worth the cost of -
transportation, unless there are some quite small items which Mrs. Vhitman finds ,
particularly handy. Of course, she will reckon on the fact that most of the cook=
ing and houssework will be done under her direction, by servants,

Second: In the soience laboratories, there are one or two which use gas,
and the others are dependent upon alcohol lamps, but there is.now in process of don=
struction, a special gassplant to replase these temporary provisions. Whether this
will be completed by the time you arrive, I am not sure, but it ought to be finished
during the next year. ;

Third: Orders for books and magazines are issued by the Librarian or the '
department concerned, in llanking, and sent to us for placing or payimgt to the
publishers here. I do not recollect the purchase of volumes, and have no record of

a subscrintion to the General Science Juarterly. I shall, however, take the Tespon-
sibility for the purchase for the Library of the eight bound volumes, with the under
standing that if we find that this duplicates a set already there, we can return it.
Till you please arrange to have these sent by book post, registered, to “University
of Nanking Library, Nanking, China" and billed to the University of Nanking = 150 '\

Fifth ivenue - New York City, in duplicate |

) y .

)
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B .
ProqulLr Valter G. “hitmen

Fourth: The students do use textbooks, and they use the. Library consids =
erably, but there is a zood deal of dependence upon lecture notes, first and ltlta .
the method varies, of course, with the individual instructor. e

.8 I think I have written you, we have booked your passage for youraelf;
Mrs. Thitman and two children, on the President Hadison. rdmiral-Orioutal Line,
soiling from Seattle on iugust 3lst.

Plekie Lot we oy by piburn wal) Alie histh diiie ok ke i 6{
the two children. This is in order to satisfy the steamship company that they are -
in the proper age limits. ;

\

a

I have already sent you Travel Direotions. Please advise me when you
return to Salem, and your house address there, in order that communications may reach
you most promptly. Please note the urgent recommendations with reference QO vaocin&-
tion and 1noculat1ons. .

In plamning what to carry, you will note that as the children are both .'
under twelve, you will have the equivalent of three adult fare tickets, and, therefore
will be entitled to 1,050 pounds of bargage, to be checked on your tiockets. This
matter is explained in the travel directions, and we will see that your steamship
tickets and the funds for travel expenses reach you in time for your comfortable
comnletion of the arrangements.

I have noted with interest your plan to leave the youngest member. of the
family in this country; I am sure you will miss the baby.

Cordially yours,

Secretary,
University of Nanking.
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Nanking University

July 31, 1926.

Dr. W. G, Whitman,
10 Naples Koad,
Salem, Mags,.

My dear Dr. ¥hitman:

Answering your letter of July 19th: there is no

need for you to go by way of New York. The clergy
fare does not affect the children's fares and as
they are under twelve they could go for half fare.
A baby could go free on the railroads. %he trans-
portation for the baby on the steamer will be one-
tenth of the regular fare. The children will cost
full fare. : :

We will get the tickets and send them to you as
soon as you let me know the exact dates of birth of
the children and whether you expect to take the baby
with you or not. I am sure that you will find the
staterooms quite satisfactory for taking care of the
baby. You should undoubtedly rea8h Seattle on Sat-
urday if the President Madison sails on Monday.

. .1 belleve there is no difficulty about going
ashore in Japan. You can find out processes on the
steamer. It would be well on the whole for you to
have Japanese visas on your passportse.

With reference to the electric current I think
you can safely figure on the 110 to 120 volts though
I know they have had, in recent years, some trouble
with the plants not providing sufficient voltage dur-
ing daylight hours. ; ( : ;

The clergy applications are all right and we will

see that the permits are sent to you as soon as we can
/get them.

Cordially yours,




Mugust 12, /1925.'
/

@ deir ¥r: Wnitman

-~

*  In the absence of Dr. North ;zn- his vacation, 1 am writing to acknowledge

Jyour letter of Aaguat 8th. As your port in China will be Shanghai, and as you
, "111 {:;'ébably want to stop there a day or so, before going op to Nanking, there

is no 'mcﬁn; now apparent why you should not find it pnézhioablo to vilit the
mn.g; thefe, a.a suggested by Mr. Mabee. Ve are advising President Bowen of

S Al of your wailing, #e that you wiil probaly Find soms ‘word S il for
~you in Sﬁnghai, which may affeet your: plang. It would be well for you to com=
..municate with };im'\by telegraph, however, upon your arrival in China. I believe

* that Dr. North has eliready advised you to go to the Missionary Home, upon your

arrival in Shanghdd.

: We have noted your statement that you were leaving the baby 4in this

%

country. Will you let us have the name of the family with whom your child will

be, so0 that we may have the information in our files? If at any time you should
4 =

wish to cable to this country, you could cable through the University, and the
message would be delivered to this office in code, and could then be decoded, and
¥ ‘

telegraphed on, as you might wigh, This( method would save you some expense.

: Ry A\
We are now enclosing a check for $800. to cover your travel expenses

N\ ; ] '
\“and the allowanoeaf for yourcelt: end family. Your tickets will bo tomrdgd‘shortly-
> cordially yours, P i :
s s S

\
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