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Dr., J. E, williams,
Vice-President,
University of Nanking,
New York Office, 156 Fifth ave.,
New York, I, Y.
Dear Dr, williams:-

I waited until & decision was reached before replying
to your letter of May 8th, Favorable action has so far
not been teken by the Carnegie Corporation, I am hoping
later on it may be taken, but for the present my appropria-
tion for & research fund has been deferred, althoush it was
very warmly supported. I heve by no means given up hopes.
If I do not get funds from this source, I hope I may get
funde from another source, in order to make it possible to

do the greet epoch-making work which needs to be done in

China, ‘here is an oppor tunisy.for a man to do & world -
M""'«'ﬂ - Jo P i
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service in helpingdp;,devqlqp”a satisfactory land policy in

S i

China.

If you hesr of any other lines of approach. please let

me know, and in the meantime be sure that I shall not for-

get the matter,

By the way, there is one possibility. Mr., Edward L.
Doheny is, I suppose, one of the richest men in the United
States. He has expressed a good deal of interest in back-
ward countries, It is possible that, if you had the right

approach to him, you could do something. I think he has an

ambition to do & great work with his money, of which he has

an sbundence for anything that he wants to undertake, I




(-1

have already approached h?ﬁ on this subject, Consequently,

o

it should be done through some independent channels, The
cddress of his office is 620 Woodward Building, Washington,
D. C, His home address, however, is Los &ngeles, Califor-
nia, but he is a good deal in Washing ton, Recently he has
been in Paris. If you look in Who's Who, you will see &

brief sketch of his life,

Sincerely yours,

Oﬁélllclﬁtbb1)




ovember 15th, 1919,

rrofessor Richard 7, Ely,
The University of Wisconsin,
iladison, Wisconsine.

My dear Dr. Ely:-

Hrs. Williams and our little lad Dickie and nyself
. are turning pup faces toward China.

I was not able to meet your friemd lir., Edward L. Doheny,
although when in Washington I made an effort to. At anotter time I hope I may
be morae successful. I feel sure that you will keep up your interest in China‘'s
', land problems and that Theodore Machlin can co-operate with you to better purpose
now that he is located in Madison.

We are adding five new instructors in our Agricultare
and “orestry Depurtment. Ve have sent over t-n additional people within the
last five months. Our little enterprise began with an annmual budget of $25,000.00
in 1909 and in 1920 our budget will be over 3227,000.00 on current account. During
the last two years we will have added over $150,000,00 for equipment. We graduated
this year in June thirty students, about s:ual to our total College enrollment when
we began in 1910.

It is a great pleasure to know that I shall amfieipate sceing

you in China.

With cordial regards, I am,

Very sincerely yours,




: UNIVERSITY OF NANKING

NOTES ON LUNCHEON CONFERENCE WITH DR. RICHARD T.ELY AND OTﬁﬁﬁlREPRESENTATIVES
OF THE INS TE i AND PUBLIC UTILITIES

>
Town Hall Club, New York T RO pr o
ST

1 P.M., April 16, 1929

Representing the Institute Representing the University of Nanking

Dr. RKichard T. Ely Dr. Robert E.Speer Mr. F.T.Cartwright

Cr. John H, Finley Dr. R.L.Howard Dr.G.B.Hunt ington

Lr. H. B. Dorau : Mr. E.H.Cressy Miss Minnie V.Sandberg
Mr. B.A.Garside Bighop l.J.Birney

The luncheon was devoted to an informal discussion of the basis of cooperation
between the University and the Institute, together with consideration of the
possible sources of support for developing this cooperation,

On behalf of the University Dr. Speer welcomed the representatives of the Insti-
tute and assured them of the gratification of the University at the prospects for
the development of cooperation between the University and the Institute in study
and research in the field of Chinese lLand Economics and Public Utilities, where
so little careful and scientific studv has thus far been made. He invited all
those present at the luncheon to contribute to the discussion of how this co-
operation can best be carried on.

Dr. Ely described the basis of cooperation between the Institute and Northwestern
University, which arrangements he suggested should prove a suitable model for
working out a plan of cooperation hetween the Institute and the University of
Nanking., He stated that at Northwestern University the Institute is responsible
for the support of the work which the Institute wishes to undertake, and North-
western University is responsible for providing the Institute with the necessary
space and facilities for carrving on this work. If the University requests the
Institute to undertake any additional teaching or research work desired by the
University, the Institute is always willing to render such additional service so
far as it can on the understanding that the Universitv will provide the additional
funds needed to carry on such special work as it may thus request. Such matters
of administrative policy, personnel and the like as may arise from time to time
between the Institute and Northwestern University are adjusted in conference be-
tween the Lirector of the Institute and the President or other appropriate -’
administrative officer of the University.

Bishop Birney expressed his sympathetic interest in the proposed cooperation be-
tween the Institute and the University. He emphasized the need for securing the
cooperation . of the Chinese government in this proposed study and research to be
undertaken by the University and the Institute, and suggested that at the be-
ginning of this cooperation the Chinese governmental authorities be informed of
what is contemplated and be asked to give their approvali

There followed a general discussion of the various details of the proposed Co-
oparation,

The question was raised as to the length of time appointees of the Institube would
spend in China. Dr. Ely stated that it was his thought that such appointees would
stay at least one year, and preferably two years, on the field., He also pointed
out that the continuity of the work of the Institute would be provided by having
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4 Lunckson Conference with Representatives of
Institute for Researdh in Land Economics
and Public Utilities. -2~ April 16, 1930

at least one representative always present at Nanking. All those present at

the luncheon agreed to the desirability of having the revresentatives of the In-
stitute spend at least a year or two in China, and some suggested that it wouid
be desirable if at least some appointees could take up their work on a permanent
basis.

The question was raised as to the probahle attitude of appointeee of the Institu'e
toward the missionary purpose of the University of Nanking. Dr. Ely expressed the
conviction that even though such appointees were directly interested in their
work from a scientific standpoint, they would be wholly sympathetic toward the
missionary purpose and program of the University.

The question was raised as to whether a beginning of cooneration between the
Institute and the University could bs made in the immediate futurs,either with
the resources already available, or else with a comparatively small addition to
these resources, It was proposed that, subject to the agreement by the Board of
Lirectors in Nanking, the Institute might possibly be able to send out one or two
men in the autumn of 1930. Dr. Ely suggested that it would be desirable to send
out three men from the Institute at an early date, and suggested tentatively that
these men might bs asked to take up rural land problems, urban land problems and
transportation problems. In Dr. Ely's judgment the annual expense in connection
with sending out three men would be approximately G$30,000.

The group discussed informally the question of how such an initial annual budget
of 430,000 might be secured. It was pointed out *that it should be possible for
the Institute and the University to secure the interast of donors who would be
willing to contribute to such an undertaking as this, but would not be interested
in contributing to the regular work of the University of of the Institute, It
was also suggested that the Institute, in cooperation with the University, might
prepare and apoeal for this initial support.

Dr. Finley expressed his hearty ‘nterest in the pronosed cooperation between the
University and the Institute,oand made a numb-r of suggestions as to men who might
possibls be interssted in helpingwith- the supoort of such an undertaking. "

The group also discussed briefly the relationship betwe~n this proposed cooperation
ahd the correlated program for all Christian higher education ih China, It was
agreed that the work to be undertaken by the Institute and the University under
this cooperation could and should be harmonized with the plans already being
developed in China for a nation-wide program of rural education and assistance with
problems of rural life.

B. As GARSITE

Secretary
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Mr. B. H. Garside, Seccretery”

University of Nanking

150 Fifth Avenue

New York

Dear Sirg

I am enclosing the blank in regard to Mics Grace
Merteky filled out @zs required.

I went to say in e general way that in character and
qualif ications she impresses me as qualified in an unusual
degree for the work Professor Buck wants her to do in China.
I think you arc very fortunate to secure her services.

I am justi back frecm New York and while there a letter
was forwarded to me from Dean Reiesner in which he asked my
consent to this arrangement. I told him that I waes gled
to give my consent with the understanding that Miss Kertsky
goes to China as a representative of the Institute. This
appears to be exactly what Dean Reigner and Professor Buck
want. The hope ie that we will always have somebody in
China carrying on the work which will be beguh by liss
Mertsky next year. As I told Professor Buck, I have been
asked to go to China but have never felt it wrthwhile to
;o for a chort time and return. He thought that if the
Institute always had somebody in Chinea stayin: at least
a year we couléd do some wrthvhile work. The work to be
begun is exactly in the line of our activities and I
think we have an unusual group which will be helpful.

ther members cf our staff are anxious to spend a year
at least in China. It is my impression that the work

t¢ be started vwill be continued indefinitely. Professor
Buck has already made a splendid start and I think it is
quite probtable dhat & hundred years from now this will
still go on pecause it is badly needed and never can
reach a conclusion because conditions change from time
to time.

The Ingtitute is represented in Wisconsin, Chicago
and presently we shall have it in New York City and also,
I hope, in China. Ve are beginning in a modest way but

it does signify a great deal, I enclose gomething I




Mr. Garside - Page Two

have just written out about the Institute, This is not
ready for publication yet but it will show you what I
have in mind and how I should like it announced.

Sincerely yours,

Richard T. Ely

Enclosures
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INSTITUTE FOR RESEARCH IN LAND ECONOMICS

Presidents

Executive
Vice-Presgidents

Director of
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Associate Director
of Researchsg
Treasurer of the
Corporationg
Chairman of the
Boards

Trustees

Trustees

Trugtee

Trusteet
Trustees

Trusteces

AND PUBLIC UTILITIES

Dr. H. B. Dorau

Dr. Richard T. Ely

Dr. Arthur J. Todd

Laurence D. Ely

Dr., Albert Shaw

Dr. John H. Finley

William S. Kies

Hon. Frank 0. Lowden

Gen. Nathan William lacChesney
Hon., Rufus C. Dawes

Col. Henry S. Graves

Institute Staff

Noar thwestern Univ-
ersity Faculty

Chicago, I11l.

Editor, Review of
Reviews

Associate Editor,
New York Times

New York

Ex~-Governor of
Illinois

Chicago, Ill.
Chicago, Ill.

Yale University




INSTITUTE FOR RESEARCH IN LAND ECONOMICS
AND PUBLIC UTILITIES

(Affiliated with Northwestern University
School of Commerce)

NEW YORK

Directors Dr. Richard T. Ely

In Charge of New York Offices Dr. H. B. Dorau
Land Lconomics and Public Utilities

Dr. Valter lagerquist Finance and Housing Deve lopment

Dr. Wm. A. Berridge
(lfetropolitan Life Insurance
Co.) Financial Statistics

Mr. Herbert Emmerich Special Housing Froblems in Connection
(Technical Staff of City with Radburn
Houg ing Corporation)

Mr. Charles S. Ascher Legal Aspects of Housing with Special
(Legal Staff of City Reference to Radbum
Housing Corporation)

Miss Rosalind Tough Land Economics and Housing
(Hunter College)

Miss Marjorie Alexander Special Utility Problams in Metropolitan
(Brooklyn Edison Co.) Housing

Mr. Lyford Green Special Utility Problems in Metropolitan
(American Telephone & Tele- Housing
graph Co.)

Miss Clara F. iigder Junior Financing and Housing
(s. W. Straus & Co.)

)




INSTITUTE FOR RESEARCH IN LAND ECONOMICS
AND PUBLIC UTILITIES

(Affiliated with University of Nanking,
Nanking, China)

Prof. J. Lossing Buck ‘ Director
(University of Nanking)

Miss Grace Mertsky China land utilization-
(staff of Institute) population ‘

Memo randum

It is planned to have continuously a member of the Institute
staff in China working on problems of land utilization, each member to
remin at least a year. Miss Mertsky's engagement is for three years.
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Board of Trustees

ZRT SHAW, President
Lditor, Review of Reviews
«UFUS C. DAWEs,Chairman, Finance
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111 West Monroe Street, Chicago
LAUReNCE D. ELy
207 East Grand Avenue, Chicago
RicEARD T. ELY, Director of the
Institute
Research Professor of Economics,
Northwestern University

JorN H. FINLEY
Associate Editor, New York Times

HENRY S. GRAVES, Director,
School of Forestry, Yale 'Unlversny

W. 8. Kies

420 Lexington Avenue, New York
FRANK O. LOWDEN

Sinnissippi Farm, Oregon, Illinois
NATHAN WILLIAM MACCHESNEY

30 North La Salle Street, Chicago

INSTI N
LAND CS LIC UTILITIES

Northwestern University
337 East Chicago Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

Staff

RicHARD T. ELY, Director
HERBERT D. SIMPSON HERBERT B. DORAU
COLEMAN WOODBURY PAUL J. RAVER

E. W. MOREHOUSE
A. G. HINMAN

January 2, 1930

Mr. B. A, Garside, Secretary,
University of Nanking,

150 Fifth Avenue,

New York, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Garside:-

situation.

letter.

Advisory Research Council

ProrEssor B. H. HIBBARD
University of Wisconsin

PROFESSOR FRANK A. FETTER
Princeton University

DEAN RALPH E. HBILMAN
School of Commerce, Northwestern
University

ProrFessor C. O. RuaaLes
Harvard University

ProFESSOR B. R. A. SELIGMAN
Columbia University

PROFESSOR JOHN D. BLACK
Harvard University

DEAN CHARLES M. THOMPSON
College of Commerce, University
Illinois

~wye

{ ieasbseras ’

I think the enclosure will explein the

Probably you have a copy of Professor Buck's

a copy with this,

RTE:CG
& Enclosures

Paithfully yours,

As there mey be some doubt about that I enclose

JE
Richerd T. g:ye //&7
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University of Nenking,
150 Pifth Avenue,
New York, W, Y,

Dear Professor Buck:e

I have your letter of Desember 23rd. This surprises
me, as I thought ve had @ camplete wnderstanding. I wunderstood slse frem
letters I recsived from others comnested with the University of Nemking thet
they had the seme wnderstanding oo I had, I tried te meke it very eleay
tiet I was wawilling to relesse iies Hertsky wnless she went as o represents -
tive of the Institwmte. 7 said very clearly thet I did mot think it werth
while to go to Qhine end wtay & short time and ceme baek. However, when
it wes proposed that we should have » centimwous relstien end the Institute
should alweys de in China, saeh one steying & yesr, the situstion changed
entirely., Kvery one of our best men wants teo g0 for & year. I alse
should be glsd to geo, previded owr Institute wes vorking ia eooperetiea
with the Univeraity of Memking. While you pay Miss Mertsky [ do mot wnder-
stand thet you have committed yewrself as to Peying the selaries of others.
That is o smtter I thought we could take up vhen the tims comes.

1 am sorry to say that I loms sll interest im this work in Chiwms
if the orrengement is different. I deo not meen oxsotly thet, Of course,
I am interested, snd intensely interested in the werk im Chins and I believe
thet you hnve begwn in & mmgnificent woy. Howover, we have ocur own wark te
4o end T do mot want to feel thet we con afford to let our people geo excert
under such sn srrsngemsnt as I bave suggested.

I om sending this to New York. So thet §t mey be sure to reseh
your hends Y em sending ® copy to Sen Franelace. Furthermore, I am writing
te Mr. (erside and enclosing s copy. If the vunderstanding io such o3 you
heve indiested then I woenld like tc have Misg Hertsky rel » o8 there is
very important work for her to do. I weuld not feel that the work that she
would do with your wnderstending would be of se great significance os to
wrrant anin:givieg her wp st the present Juncture where the presswre for
the thing that she een de is so0 grest.

Faithfully yours,

Rieherd T. Ely




COPY

UNIVERSITY OF NANKING
Nenking, Chine

New York Office
150 Pifth Avenu$ New York, N, Y,

December 23, 1929

Dr. Richard T. Ely, ki*"ﬁu"‘
Institute of Research in lend Economics,

Northwestern University,

Chicego, Ill,

Dear Dr. Ely:

Mr. Gerside, Secretary of this office, has shown me
some correspondence you have sent direct to him, together with the
paper where you have indicated that your organizetion is cooperating
with us et Nenking. ’

I appreciate your desire to meke the arrangements.
in this way. However, I wonder if it is not somewhat misleading
since, as @ matter of fact, your organizetion is contributing nothing
except granting Miss Mertsky a leave of absence from the Institute.
I am afraid that your statement will be somewhst misleading to others,
making others feel that there is much more direct work being done in
connection with your organization than is actually the cease. I would
suggest therefore, that you make some change in statement,

If you find it at all possible to come to Nanking, we
would be delighted to have you, In case you can make plans to come,
I shall be glad to hear from you further. I am sailing from Sen Fran-
cisco, Jeanuary 11th, on the S.S. MALOLO.

With best persomal regards,

Very sincerely yours,

(signed) J. Lossing Buck
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&.Q sjechard T-El:/,

337 Zast Chicago ive.,
Chicago, Ill.

¥y dear Dr. Ely:

do acknowledge receist of your letter of January 2 with which
you enclose a cop, of a letter you wrote Professor J.Lossing Buek om that
same date, in response to Professor Buck’s letter ol December 23.

While I hzd not seen a copy of Er.Buck's letter of Dececber
23, and h.ve had no comfersation with hin bearing om this commmiocation,
1 an inelined to believe you have misunderstood Mr.Buck's weaning. I am
sure he hsd no intemtdon of inmplying amy unwillingness on the part of the
Univexsity or Nanking to consider Miss Mertsky a roprosemtativc of the
Institute for Research in Lind Economics and Public Utilities, or amy lack’
of enthusiusm on the part of the University for cooperation betwsen the
Institute and the University.

At a recemt meoting of the Board offounders of the Univer-
sity of Nanking the following action was takoms

vsttention was called to the fuct that Dr.Richard T.El§,
bDirector of the Institute for lesearch in Lind Economics
and “ublic Utilities has expressed &« warm intorsst in the
work being done by the Univeraity of Namking, in connec~
tion with the Chin« Laand Utilization and Fopulation Project,
and has indicuted . desire that the Institute muy have a
direct relationship to this work through hawing a reprssen-
tative at the University of Ranking. Kiess Grz:co Kertsky

ie to be considered a.. being in a semse a rapresentative
of the Institute, although the Institute is not assuming
any rosyponsibility for her support. It was

"BF-471 VOTRD that the Board of Founders of the University
of Ranking extends to the Institnte for Kesearch in
Land Boonomics and Mablis Utilities a cordial invitatiom
to shar: in the work being done by the Department. of
Agriculture and Boonomics of the University of Nam-
king, through the a pointment of one or more repro-
sentatives of the Inptitute as special workers at the
University. It notes with gra on that the be-

w:“ :..‘L \' o o . f




by the Institute from time to time of other repre-
sentatives whose support may be assumed in part or in
whole by the Ingtitute.® .

Everyone on the Nanking Boar. offounders has beem groatly
Jleused at this beginning of cooperation between the Institute and the
University. #e sincersely hope tiis relationship will develop rapidly
as the years go by.

To the best of my knowledge nothing has beon s:id or done
cither formally or informally since the meotin; of the Nanking Board of
Founders that would restrict in any way the cprdiality of the invitigion
extended in the acticn quoted aboves *

At the prosent tiwe preliminary arrungsments have beem com~
pleted for Miss Mertsky's sailin for Hanking on the Prosident Filluore
leaving San Francisco February 7. I huve nude tontative reservations om
this steumship and au only awaiting Kiss Mertaky's confirmation of these
roservations to purchase her ticket wnnd send her a check to caver the
balunce ol her travel expenses. When kir.Busk left for San Francisco a
few duys ago I know he was very much gratified over the arrangements we
have made with Miss Mertsky and was eagerly looking forward to having her
on the Iield to asskt him in his work. It would be a sericus disappointneft
%0 him and ¢ serious blow to tho work the University is doing if any
chinge should at this lste date be made in the arrangements with Miss Merd-
sky .

I an sending a copy of this letter by air mail to Professor
Buck in care of the Matson Steoamship Company, San Franciscoc. No douit he
will write or telegraphk before he sulls.

Very sincerely yours,

BAG-K Secretury
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Mr., BE. A. Garside, Secretary
University of Nanking L Haitan i
150 Fifth Avenue \ . “f S

‘“..ib‘ - "

New York, New York
Dear Mr. Garsides

I have your gratifying letter of the 6th and am glad to
know that Miss Mertsky will go to Nanking under favorable
auspices. My understanding then is that our Institute estab-
lishes an outpost in China in affiliation with the University
of Nanking. Naturally, we begin in a small way and we cannot
tell exactly how we can work out our plans. I am very much
pleased that we are going to have this relationship with the
University of Nanking -- we expect to work under your general
direction and cooperate with you just as we dowhere we have
other affiliations as we do in Wisconsin and in Chicago with
Northwestern University.

The arrangement with Northwestern University is that the
University furnishes the quarters equipped in every way, and
otherwise we pay all the expenses of our work, including, of
course, the salaries of all those attached to us. In the case
of Miegs Mertsky you are paying all the expenses. \Vhen it comes
to sending out others I think possible, and very probablf, that
we can raise money for this specific purpose, That, however, we
can take up later,

If you are in Chicago of course we want to see you and I .
shall try to see you when I am in New York, where I am frequently.
We can then discuss details.

If the work being begun under the direction of Dr. Buck is
started properly I think we have begun something that will be
in operation for generations. Because things are changing con-
tinually there can never be a final solution or a time when re-
searches will not be needed. Small as the beginning is I am
enthusiastic about it emd am delighted to have this relation-
ship. I propose to get out a statement before long mentioning
the fact that we are establishing an outpost in China in coop-
eration with the University of Nanking and quoting the resolution
of your Board. I believe this has real vital significance. It

is a little seed but it is in good ground ,
Sincerely yours.

thukm.) z%

Richard T. Ely
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B. A. Gerside, Esquire,
University of Nanking,
150 Fifth Avenue,

New York City, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Garside:-

I em very glad to have your letter, snd also the letter
just received from Professor Buck. Everything seems to be clesred up now,
and I trust thet we will be beginning something that is going to be highly
usetul and a credit to all concerned,

I em preparing a notice which I trust will be helpful. In this
first notice I em sending out slbcut our work in China I do not mention
Miss Mertsky's name. Of course, thet is & mere incident and I think thet
is what Professor Buck felt. The thing is that we sre beginning something
Akbﬁf';* the University of Nenking which hes the very greetest significence if we
start slong right lines. The leadership of Professor Buck gives me grest
confidence that we will do this,

leter on we will send out a little item for the Northwestern Univer-
sity bulletin and the bulletin of the University of Wisconsin mentioning the
fect thet Miss Mertsky is going to China to work slong these new lines.

I hope early next month to be in New York City, eand then will have
the adventage of e personal conference with regerd to deteils,

Sincerely yours,

Richerd T. Ely
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The University of Ranking
College of agriculiure snd oreatry

Ooachella, Calife, Mer10,1930.
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Editor, Review of Reviews
Rurus C. DAwWES,Ohairman, Finance
Commiittee
111 West Monroe Street, Chicago
LAURENCE®). ELY
207 East Grand Avenue, Chicago
RicEMrD T. ELY, Director of the
Institute
Research Professor of Economics,
Northwestern University

JorN H. FINLEY
Assoclate Editor, New York Times

HeNRY S. GRAVES, Director,
School of Forestry, Yale hnlverslty

W. S. K1Es

420 Lexington Avenue, New York
TFRANK O. LOWDEN

Sinnissippi Farm, Oregon, Illinois
NATHAN WILLIAM MACCHESNEY

30 North La Salle Street, Chicago

INSTITUTE FOR RESEARCH IN
LAND ECONOMICS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES"-

Northwestern University
337 East Chicago Avenue
Chicago, Illinois
Staff

RicHARD T. ELY, Director
HERBERT D. SIMPSON HERBERT B. DORAU
COLEMAN WOODBURY PAUL J. RAVER

E. W. MOREHOUSE
A. G. HINMAN

Merch 14, 1930

Professor B. H. Garside,
Secretery, University of Nenking,
150 Fifth Avenue,

New York City

Dear Professor Garside:-

appeal for funds.
George Hotel it wes suggeste
out a statement of this kind and then you cou
to it es you might see fit.

Adyisory Research Council

ProrEssor B. H. HIBBARD
University of Wisconsin

PROFESSOR FRANK A. FETTER
Princeton University

DEAN RALPH E. HEILMAN
School of Commerce, Northwestern
University

Proressor C. O. RUGGLES
Harvard University

ProrEsSsoR E. R. A. SELIGMAN
Columbia University

PROFESSOR JOHN D. BLACK
Harvard University

DEAN CHARLES M. THOMPSON
College of Commerce, University
Illinois
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I am enclosing a stetement about the Institute
end its effiliation with the University of Nenking, end en including en
When I met with you and your essociates et the Prince

it in very many weys,

d,I think by Dr. Speer, that I should make
1d revise and make additions
I have no doubt you will be able to improve

The smount ssked, namely, $100,000 a yeer, is not large when you

consider the megnitude of the work.

My idea is to begin modestly, feel

our wey along and expand our activities as the ground becomes firm under

our feet.

I should suppose our appeal properly presented would be effective

with people who would have no interest in missions
to en eppeal for the University of Nenking as such.
Stetesmenship end peace at home end abroad".
of the richest men in Japen.

in Tokyo.

respond to en appeel of this sort?
Jews and Cetholics who would not be in
Protestant missions,
large way it may be epochrmeking for
course, it is fer more important for

My idee is that we woul
of Nenking similer to thet theat
we have at Northwestern.
those who sre furnishing funds to us would assist &8 they have in the pest
end the University we ere working with should furnish quarters, equip end

care for them, etcetera.
limited end we should be engaged pr

end would not respond
The slogen is "Economic
We heve a contect with one
I rether think we will establish en outpost
Is it not possible to find some rich Chinese men who might
We might hesve also & response from
terested in missions - st any rate
Tt seems to me if we put this across in a #dirly
the University of Nanking end, of
Chine end other nstions.

d heve en affiliation with the University
we hed at Wisconsin end somewhat like that
We would pay all our own expenses;

but probably

Our teaching ectivities would naturelly be
imerily in research; but eny teaching
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in the University of Nanking of course would have to be approved by the
trustees of Nenking end fit in with general plans.

I shall be glad to get your reactien upon this and also to meet
end talk with you about it when I em nmext in New York, end that will in

81l probability be the latter part of this coming week - possibly e little
earlier.

Faithfully yours,

Richard T. Ely

RTE:CG
Enclosure







March 14, 1930.

ECONOLTIC STATESMANSHIP IN CHINA
THE AIM OF RESEARCHES TO BE UNDERTAKEN BY THE
INSTITUTE FOR RESEARCH IN LAND ECONCLICS AND PUBLIC
UTILITIES IN COOPERATION WITH THE UNIVERSITY
OF NANKING.

Reports of the present famines in China reveal conditions which are
truly appalling to western minds. Major catastrophes teaking tolls of dozens
or even scores of lives appear small in comparison with present events in China.
Not hundreds nor thousands tut millions of Chinese have perished from starvation
and cold during the last twelve months. Prompt relief work on a gigantic scale
is necessary if this wholesale loss of human life is to te checked. If funds
for the work are not forthcoming two million more Chinese will perish within
the next few months.

Relief work for the present famine, however, is not enough. Anyone

who thinks on the enormousness of the current situvation finds himself forced
to look for the underlying causes and to search for preventive measures. The
most common outcome of such thought is to tlume the suffering and loss of life
on politicul disorganization. But is this the entire answer? Would a statle
government, the suppression of banditry, the checking of corruption among
officials, & reorganization of the judicial system insure China against futurc
economic collapses similar in kind, if not in degree, to those which have
harassed her in recent years? Statesmanship in politics must come but will it
alone be sufficient? Luust it not e accompanied bty an economic statesmanship
which, on the busis of accumulated facts, will direct the activity of the Chinese
people in such ways that the undoutted natural richness of the country will te
used effectively in satisfying their economic demands?

Pursuing this line of thought a tit farther, what are the prerequisites

to such an Economic Statesmanship?! First of all, the facts of the present

economic system, particulerly the agricultural part which gives employment to
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atout 85% of the population of the country, must be uncovered. Certain general
facts are, of course, known; one or two regions are known in some detail. But

the information is far too meagre*- is the land teing put to its most productive
use? “What factors control present production’ Should some treditional prace-
tices and crops te replaced” What of the various systems of land ownership -
which ones encourage production and secure & desiratle distritution of the product?
Can greater specialization of crops be promoted” What are the costs of making
such changes® Uhat transport facilities can e developed to assure such speciali-
zation? A4re the sizes of land holdings satisfactory” A4re not most of them too
small for the most efficient production? Is & redistritution of population
desiratle” What difficulties face such a program? What mineral and power

sources should te tapped &s & part of a national economic Lland policy? Until
ceflnite answers to these and similar questions can te made, not for one region
alone tut for all sections of the vast copnfry, the political reformation of

Chira will fail to achieve its chief purpose. Ignorance of economic facts must

te overcome ty comprenensive scientific research before reliabtle public policies
can te formulated and put into practice.

Such a research undertaking is a huge task. Its very size makes expert
and experienced direction essential. Small oversights or errors in the early
stages of the arganization of the work and the training of native assistants
would mean neavy losses of time and money. '‘he Institute for Research in Land
KEconomics and Futlic Utilities feels that its work on land uses and agricultural
land tenure nas evolved a technique which, with variations and adaptations, would
facilitate the gathering of the pertinent facts in China and avoid the tangles of
superficial information and hasty generalization.

The Institute seeks the opportunity to aid the thorough going rehatilita-
tion of the Chinese economic system basea on scientific knowledge of land uses.

Economic statesmanship and far-sighted humanitarianism are equally dependent upon
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éhe accurate and intelligent collection and interpretation of facts. In China
undouttedly the question of land uses stands in the front rank of the major
economic protlems of the day. The direction and help of the trained staff of
the Institute should te of untold valve at this point. Already an affiliation
tetween the University of Nanking and the Institute has teen completed which
promises substantial resvits in the fietds of work which contain so many proclems
as well as such remarkatle opportunities for practical reforms. Adequate finan-
cial assistance alone is needed. When it is availatle the Institute is ready to
carry forwara the research work on a scale commensurate with the size and signifi-
cance ot the protlems involved.

The Institute for Resesrch in Land Kconomics and FPuklic Utilities is
an incorporated educational organization, the purpose of which is independent,
untiased research in the fields indicated by its name. Among the trustees of
the Institute are Ur. Altert Shaw, sditor of the Review of Revidws; Dr. John H.
Finley, of the llew York Times; Rufus Dawes and General Nathan William kacChesney
of Chicago. 'fne birector of tne Institute is Kichard 1. kly, and among the
remcers of the staff are ur. Hertert D. Simpson, well-known tax expert; Dr.
KEdward W. lorehouse, co-author of the Bly-lorehotise "Elements of Land Economics”,
and eaitor of the Journal of Land and Putlic Utility Economics; and Miss Helen
C. lionchow, author of “The Use of Deed Restrictions in Sutdivision Uevelcpmeni*“.
In the field of public utilities the staff includes Dr. Hertert E. Dorau, now
on leave of atsence, and author of "The Changing Character and Extent of
Kunicipal Uwnership in the tlectric Light and Power lndustry"; and lir. Paul J.
Raver wno has a consideratle force working under him in the field of putlic
utilities.

The Institute aims to cover all land uses and must include puktlic
utilities which determine in many respects the utilization of the land. One of

the things that has teen amply demonstirated bty the researches of the Institute
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is the close relationship of farm land and urban land protlems and their relation-
ship to the putlic vtilities. All together they form a unit and great mistakes

%
are made of scientific and practical significance if ome line of research is
carried on without reference to the others. Une of the reasons why the farmers®

protlems in the United Stutes are so far from solution is tecause so many have

treated them alone and have not trought them into close relations with the

protlems in the city and also the putlic utility protlems, including ithe various

agencies of transport.

The Institute uses the operutions of two tenevolent corporations as
latoratories. Une of these corporztions is the City Housing Corporation in New
York City. The City Housing Corporution is now engaged in the construction of a
city - Hadturn, New Jersey. This is & housing experiment in which ultimately
over $70,000,000 will te expended in the construction of a city. It furnishes
improved housing at a cost without parallel under similar circumstances. - Our
Institute studies cost and incowe, investment and return in the construction of
@ city from the ground up. We have reached some surprising results of the
greatest significance. Ve have also an agricultural latoratory in the Fairway
Farms Corporation of wontana, a non-profit organization made possible bty a loan
under very faveoratle conditions ty Mr. J. D. Rockefeller, Jr. The Liontana
Agricultural College is concerned with the technical agricultural protlems.

We are concerned with the economic problems, such as the right size of farms,
the right capital equipment, the right kind of a contract to make with our
tenants whom we wish to help to become independent farm owners.

In Cook County, Illinois, the Instituts is trying to help bring
relief to disiressed farmers whose property is being eaten up by a system of
taxation that was antiquated 50 .years ago.

One thing that has been clearly demonstrated bty our Institute is

the fact that the land protlems of the farmer have the closest relation with the
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land problems of the city and that unless researches cover toth fields serious
errors of a scientific and practical kind are made. We have also demonstrated the
close relationship of the land protlems with the public utility protlems. In the
construction of a modern city public utilities should be considered as including
approaches to the home in streets and if so considered cost far more than the land
itself costs.

It is believed that this relationship tetween the University of Nanking
and the Institute begun in a very small way will be fruitful {o our own country as
well 2s to China. The protlems are vast and we are under no delusions about their
rapid solution. If we begin in the right way on these problems of land and popula=-
tion the work that we start now will be going forward for generations to come. We
appeal for a fund of $100,000 a year for five years for this enterprise in China.
This is not a large sum tut an extremely small one for so vast an undertaking. Our
hope and telief is that if we can have this amount of money for five years we will
te atle to demonstrate the value of our work and that larger funds will be provided
and ultimately 2 permanent foundation. The appeal should interest a large class of
Americans. Those who have buéiness relations with China know the importance of any
effort to estatlish rather widely diffused prosperity in that vast country, and
those who wish well to mankind will welcome an opportunity to help through researches
to lay the foundations of a tetter China. In so far as our work is successful it

will te an aid in the estaklishment of peace at home and aktroad.







CHINA UNION UNIVERSITIES

Fukien Christian University Shantung Christian University
Lingnan University West China Union University
University of Nanking Yenching University

Princeton - in - Peking

CENTRAL OFFICE
Telephone

Cable Address - 3
Nanfushan, New York 150 Fifth Avenue, New York City WAT kins 8703.4.5

B. A. GARSIDE, C. A. EVANS,
Secretary-Treasurer Associate Secretary- Treasurer

University of Nanking
March 28, 19%0

Yre George T. Scott,
Jr. li. Es Speer,
Lr.G.3.iuntington,
fir. iwssell Carter,
vy, Jo ll. lLieisner,

Gentlemen:

I ar enclosing herewith a copy of a letter we have just re-
cently roceived from Dr.ilcherd T.Ely, together with Dr.Ely's statoment
ubout the Institute und 1ts «ffilistion with the University of Ranking.
This cowmunicaticn from Drl.Ely is =n cutcome of = luncheon meeting we had
with hin st the "rince George Lotel lust month.

| Wednesday I hud luncheon with Dr.Ely at the City Club. He sug-
gosted that il ic desirable that we arringe anothe. meeting sometime in
April when u few of the officers or members of the Nanking Board of Founders
might meet with Dr.ilbert Shaw, Dr.John H.Finley and himself as represon-
Lutives of the Institute tc discuss the next steps in susch an affiliation
botween the Instituto «nd the University. I should be glad to have your
Judgment on the suggesticns made by DUr.Ely in the enclosed material.

Very sincerely yours,
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Your letter of -..rch 4thh to
Tre Torside has heen forw.ipded o be, togetiior
with u copy of Jeun lieisner's reply, e greatly
apraciante Lhe “Anteresdt of vowr Thstitute in this
Yand utidlization project anieh 1s being undertaken
by the Department ‘of sgriealtural Yoonomiocs of the
Htversity of ’anking,. - Sin¢e tho work 13 only just
i1 i.x;;, voorould rathoer not have 1t advertised !
Lo eny iap . way e voul. mmeh prefer to stand on
wory: accounplis ‘el tiun to broadeust our hopes of
attalinients’ PoOP thls reasorn, we <ould very mch
ovefer thut you do not publish tie paaphlet resurde
Ing our lun: atilizution project.

' Goviously, auy
should be prepured 0y us nere uat cing
at praegsent | do not feel that is i ,mvx Juojo.
and ratand thut Giss dertsky nws already sent a
brief o -tline of our projeet to uJr. Ily. 3 ail Clie
clasiay notior opy forf yoi,

I wigh wlso to euldl actention
e 1y 1s iaterzsted 1 CO=0pere
our work nere at -aniking. owcver,
ut pressnt has only taken the forn
ession of hoye for coe-opcration
“of .isc uertf"y for a period of tare
her salary and expenses entirely paid
of .,wzklug. this 15 not a gignif-
snduet of tl:dds project, except in
20ral coeopirutive way of course, we
d Jr-ecliate swving one aenwosyp ﬂf‘ your stuaff
no w8 rocelved tiue excellent tralning of rour
wtitates I trust tuit ¥ oave wd  ayself clear,
thut you will fully wnderstand oy unwillin neoas
wve the project wdvertised i iz oresent tine.
4 e e
f I‘t’li{t ks, youp re to refer to
8 ‘.a-\gf;j,g};nlvu&;;{ J.bnp, gy I oeull vour
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Jbtention 5o our uew book, "Chinese Kural Economy",
writien by wmyself, and to be published by the Unl-
versity of Chieugo "ress? ‘Probably coples of this

111 be on tne wmrket ithin the next two or three
10NtliSe

1 expect a Sumpary of this materlal to apear
n the Jaurnal of Faram Egonomics 1n the neur future.
T nave also written an artiele for the Annals, 1o be
published in ifay or June, whileh embodies some of the
matesinls obtauined in this study. Thse study included
2,865 farms in seventeen localibties in seven provinces
e 4 ; J

*

Very truly yours,

J. Lossing Duck

RECEIVED 'T
UNIVERSITIES

JUNG-1930 |

JOINT OFFICE \




CHINA LAND UTILIZATION-POPULATION RROJECT
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I. Purpose

The purpose of this study is to give 2 comparatively
accurate picture of the extent, location and character of
China's agricultural resources; the density and growth of
the rural population; and the affect of these two factors

upon the content of living as measured by certain objective

criteria,

I1. Scope

Data will be collected by Yhe,sampling method from
the major geographical regions 15 to 20) of China, in-
cluding the outlying provinces, It is plammed to include
approximately one-sixth of the hsiens of the country in
the samples taken,

III. Information to be Collected

I. Areas used for different crops and for other
purposes (including lands now waste.)

L Mount
2, Proportion
3. Trends and causes

II. Utilization of crops and their by-products.

III. Kind, number and Eroduction of livestock and the
utiligation of their products.

IV. 'Yields and human facters affecting yields --

1. Yields per unit of land and trend.
5. Extent of irrigation and drainage (also possi-
bilities and need.)
3. Frequency and causes of crop failures.
4, Amount and kind of fertilizers used.
5. Extent of tenancy, type of tenure, and the
effect of tenancy upon farm practice.
6. Extent and purpose of credit needed.
7, Land values. '
8, Farm praotice :
(1)} Planting and harvesting dates
(2) Prequency of each operation for each orop.
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(3) Aversge amount of time per mow for
each operation

(4) Type of implement and number of men and
number and kind and size of animals
for each operation

Geographical influences affecting type of farming
and ylelds

1. Climate
2. Topography
2q Soils

Marketing and transportation facilities affecting
type of farming,

Kind and proportion of orops exported from the heien,
Cost and methods of transportation.
Trend in exports.
. Pactors limiting the marketing of products.
5., Prices paid farmers.

Kind and extent of subsidiary occupations and amount
of idle time,

Farm layout --

1. Num.er and distance of plots
2, Number of fields

3. Topography of the farm

4. Unproductive farm areeas

Population --

Density

1, Size of farm family
2, Crop area per farm

Growth and eoggosition

1. Age of each family member

5. Relationship of each famlly member to the
head of family

3, Qrte of marriage of each husband and wife
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4. Date of birth of each son, living or dead.

5. Date of death of each deceased son.

6. Date of birth of each daughter, living oxr dead.
7. Date of death of each deceased daughter.

Mobility

1. Ancestral home of the family and date of migration.
. Pormer home and occupation of the head of this
family
. Date of migration of the head of this family.
. Cause of migration of the head of this fomily.
. Former home ond occupation of the father of the
head of this family.
Date of migration of the father of the head of
this femily.
Cruse of migration of the father of the head of
this femily.
Residence and occupation of absent sons and absent
unmarried daughters.

X. Standard of living indices --

(1) Kinds and aomount and value of foods eaten and trend
in food consumption,
(2) Clothing
1. Materizl
2. Amount
(3) Housing and furniture
1, Number of rooms
2. Construction of house
3. Kind, amount and quality of furniture
4, Value
(4) Special expenditures

IV, Method of Sampling

Since investigators native to the locality stu@%ed are very

importont to the relisbility of the data collected, ‘“he samples
Selccted will be conditioned in part by the availability of such
persons gualified to undertcke the work.

For each type of farming area, a representative village
(or a %roup of smell villages or hamlets) will be selected,
and within which a minimum of 100 farms will be studied in
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detail by use of the farm schedule and the family schedule. In
saddition, a minimum of another 100 farm families will be select-
ed in the same or in neichboring villages for the population
part of the family schedule, The farms and families will be
selectcd on the basis of taking 211 the families in a village,
or in the case of = large village, by taking all faomilies

rlong typical strcets,

Types of farming areas will be differentiated by the
nomes of crops using 20 per cent, or more, of the farmer's
labor. The approximate boundaries of such arcas will be de-
termined by obtaining estimates from five persons familiar
with conditions in the hsien ond even in adjocent hsiens, of
proportion of arca in each crop.

V. Personnel for Fiecld Work

Data will be collected by regionnl, quolified student,
cnd local investigators.

Regional investigators will be selected from the staff of
the Department of Agricultural Economics, from other depart-
mcents of the college, c~nd, where .qualified, from outside the
college. Bach regionel investigator will carry through a com-
plete study in one arez before undertaking the direction of
other investigators,

Student investigators will bec_selected chigfly from the

College of Agriculturc, Other qunlified students may be
accepted, especiclly in case of the population study.

Local investigators will be selected on the basis of
familisrity with thc' community, 2bility to hondle numerical
dat~, good character, perseorality, ~nd tactfulness.

VI. Training of Investigators

Regional investigators will be trained Dby the director and
other specialists, Student investigators will be trained by
the director and specialists with the help of the regional
investigators, Local investigators will be trained in person
by regional ond, in some cases, by studex t investigators.

VII. Organization of Field Work

Regional investigators will ebtain information from the
hsiens as & unit cnd will direct and check the student and
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local investigators within tho torritory assigned.

Student investigators will collect the data required in the
farm, locality and family schedules, and in most cases, they
will also collect data for the hsiens as a whole. They will
gelect their home hsiens and the adjacent hsiens,

Local investigators will collect the data required in the
farm and family schedules. They will work chiefly in theilr
own hsiens, bu especially qualified men mey be assigned to
ad jacent hsiens.

All schedules will be checked by the regional investiga-
tors in the fielda, or, where this proves impoassible, checked
in the office, and required additional information must be
obteined before final peyment is made to the investigator.

VIII. Specialists

A limited number of specialists in the fields of agricul-
turel economics, rural soclology, goiulation, goils ond statis-
tiocs will assis% in the trzaining o nvestigetors and act as
ndvisers. It is expected that at least one specizlist in
each field will spend 8ix months to o year at Nenking during
the period of the project for the purposc of rendering techni-
cal assistance and advice,

I1X. Work and Policy Committee

Phe Director shall be Chairman of the Committee to decide
on policy and methods of conducting the project. Members of
the committee shall consist of regional investigators, and
specialists.invited to help on the project. The head of the
Department of Agricultural Economics shall also be a member
of this committee.

X, Publication of Results

The results studied will be published in book form in
both English and Chincse. The director will be the author of
the report, t or all of certain sections
of the'repo
gional, student, i who
do not participatc i i
name in the preface of




Cooperation

coogetation will be sought from such individuals and
organigsations as are in a position to assist in one way or
another, In this way the funds for the project may bring
greoater returns., For instance, some enlightened local of-
ficial may agrec to use his own mon for callection of data
under the supervision of the personnel of the project.
Possible cooperators in China arc the

Univerwity of Nanking alumni

Other universities

Church and mission organizations

Schools .

Local officizls

Provincial departments such as rural cooperative
banks, burezus of agriculture ,

Bureaus of the National Government

Magss Bducation Movement

e o o & o o

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
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City Club of New York,
55 West 44th Street,
New York City,

April 18, 1930,

Mr‘ B. A. Garside > ™, n“nm-ﬁ*rﬁ‘

Secretery, Nanking University, Coasided L
150 Fifth Avenue,
New York City.

Dear Mr, Gerside:

The more I think about our meeting on
Wednesday, the more hopeful I em that we are going to work
ovt very satisfactorv relations that will mean something
really vorth while for China., For the present, it seems
to me if we can raise ¥30,00C,00, it vill be sufficient
for the coming yeer, 2lthough, of course, we would like
more. On the other hand, I agree with the opinion expressed
et our meeting that even a five-year program is not adequate,
That will simply be a beginning. ¢

I am not sure thal just now is the time
to begin any search for money. I am, however, thinking
about people who could be approached with some nope of euc-
cess ané people who would not give otherwise to Nanking
University or to our Institute. I hope before long to ar-
renge s meeting with you 2nd talk over some detailss

Will you, in the meentime, ¥indly send
me 8 list of those who were present on Wednesday, with
their eddresses? I vant to keep a recnord and it might be
well tco send each ~ne present something about the Institute
gn thet they will know more 2bout ite

Feithfully yours,
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‘May 8, 1950

Dr. Richard T.m’

Institute for Research in Land Beonomics
and Public Utilities,

337 Bast Chicago Avs.,

Chicago, Ill1.

My dear Dr.Ely:

I am very sorry indeed that the constant succession of board
and committee meetings which szlways fill the latter part of April and
the first week in May has prevented my replyimg to you Before this in
response to the inguiry you made &s to the group who were present at the
luncheon we had at the Town Hall Club on April 16.

You will remember that in all eleven people were present. In
addition to Dr.Finley,: Dr.Dorau and yourself, rcpresenting the Institute,
the following were present repres'enting Rankings- .

oo
Dr.Robert E.Speer,-S&., Secretary of the Board of Foreign Mis-

sions of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.,
156 Fifth Avenue, New York City
Dr.Handolph L.Howard, Secretury of the american Baptist Foreign
Mission Society, 152 Madison avenue, Nes York City
Dr.George B.Huntingtoh, Treasurer, American Baptist Foreign Mis-
sion Sdciety
Miss Minnie V.Sundberg, Woman's American Baptist Foreign Mission
Society, 152 Badison Avenue,
Mr.Frank T.Cartwright, Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 150 Fifth Avenue
Bishop L.J.Birney; missionary of the Board of Foreign Eissions
of the Methodist Bpiscopal Church with headquarters °
in Shanghai, China, now temporarily at 150 Fifth Ave.
Mr.Barl H.Cressy, Secretary of the Council of Higher Education of
: the China Christian Educationa2l Association, with
headjuarters in Shanghai, now temporarily at
150 Fifth Avenue

I left the meeting at the Town Hall Club with the feeling that
it had been very much worth while. I am convinced that the proposed coopera-
ticn betweem the Institute and the University should prove of the greatest
value, and should, with the passage of time, develop into a very importemt
piece of Christian educational research in China. If we can mske a begin-
ning during the mext year or two, even on a relatively amall scale at first,
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I am sure that the work will grow rapidly from year to year. I should
certainly hope that we can,within a relatively short period of time, raise
the $30,000 proposed as an initial fund for this work, or even a somewhat
smaller amount to initiate the cooperation if the entire sum cannot be
secured without too great a postponement of our plans. It is difficult .
for our office to make any helpful suggestions as to where support for
this undertaking might be enlisted for we always have a long list of ap-~
peuls from cur various Universities in China which are both urgent and
long atanding, snd which often cannot be met even in part. You will note
that most of those present at the luncheon were mission board secretaries.
A1l of them face the same problem of constunt appesls from their own mis-
sionary constituency which they ar: never able to meet fully.

I an gure thet we will all agree, however, that we should be
able tc find other philanthropic individuals here in America who are not
keenly interested either in direct missionary activities, or in the regu-
lar educationul programs of our vurious Universities, but whose support
might be erlisted for such ccoperation as the Institute and the University
are contemplatin:;. I know that the Boar: of Founders of the University of
Nenking would be haspy to cooperate with you in finding and approaching
such individuels. I should be very glad to consult with you further in re-
gard tc the details.

Veﬁy sinecerely yours,

¢sanof Lreasours Liop
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OR a country like the United States, in the very fore-

front, setting the pace for industrial and commercial
progress, economic knowledge is not merely of vital impor-
tance, it is the very breath of life.

Says Ex-Governor Lowden of Illinois:

“[ can't tell you how much I am
wterested in this work you are
doing. It 1s the most important
and the most needful, m my

opinion, of all the work being

done by the economists of today.”

RICHARD THEODORE ELy

10 & 4oth S+
New YD‘(K

DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH
INSTITUTE FOR ECONOMIC RESEARCH




RICHARD T. ELY, A.M., PH.D., LL.D.
Divector of Research of the Institute for Economic Research, Head of the Depart-
ment of Political Economy, Johns Hopkins University, 1881-92. Professor of
Political Economy, University of Wisconsin, 1892-1925. Honorary Professor of
Economics, 1925—. Research Professor of Economics, Northwestern University,
1925—. One of the Founders of the American Economic Association. Member
International Statistical Institute.

AuTHOR: OQutlines of Economics; Monopolies and Trusts; Property and Contract
in Their Relation to the Distribution of Wealth; Elements of Land Economics; Etc.




THE INSTITUTE

Its Purposes and Accomplishments

O
=)

\HE INSTITUTE is an incorporated non-profit, educational and research
Torganization, founded by Dr. Richard T. Ely and friends in 1920, incorporated
in 1925, originally located at the University of Wisconsin, later affiliated with North-
western University, but retaining its own identity and operating as a separate organi-
zation under its own Board of Trustees.

The purpose of the Institute is research into general problems of economics, with par-
ticular regard to land and public utilities, in which fields there has been a dearth of
accurate scientific data.

In a phrase—*“The aim of the Institute is scientific, economic service; the method is to
look and see the facts.” ,

It is common knowledge that public utilities, which supply modern communities with
light, heat, power, water, transport and communication, have a vital relationship to
community welfare and social progress. These félationships, we may expect, will become
increasingly vital to public welfare as our economic society grows more complex and its
members more interdependent.

Public utilities, as a group, have certain peculiar economic characteristics which dis-
tinguish them from private business and render them an appropriate field for special
study. Neglect of these distinctive characteristics and of the economic principles per-
taining thereto has led to many unsound public and private policies of regulation and
management.

The work of the Institute has been recognized by authorities everywhere as of funda-
mental importance and of the highest possible quality—scientific, impartial, authoritative.

Its publications have been accepted as the work of experts and have not infrequently
established definite principles and points of departure for fresh practice in their respective
fields.

- Not only has the Institute issued many books and pamphlets since January, 1925, but
it has issued the Journal of Land and Public Utility Economics, quarterly, in which arti-

cles often of epoch-making importance have first appeared.




NO T only have I always appreciated the thoroughness of your work but your inspiration.
This inspiration will abide with me to my dying day. You aroused my great interest in

Economics and 1 owe you much for what I learned.”
Lessinc RoseNTHAL

THE INSTITUTE FOR ECONOMIC RESEARCH
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WILLIAM M. CHADBOURN E, New York

RUFUS C. DAWES, Chicago

RICHARD T. ELY, New York
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“As you doubtless know, Dr. Ely and his Staff are carrying on the most scientific and thor-
ough-going research in this important field that is being done anywhere in the world. The
results that have flowed from the Institute have had world-wide recognition. We consider it
one of the best if not the best agency of its kind in existence . . . It is laying the foundation for
policies both national and international that are fundamental to business and social or-
ganization.” ,
Dr. ALBerT FrRED WooDS
Dirrector of Scientific Work in the
Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C.

\

Wil

<Ep 1 0 1930

N[ OFFiLE
\ﬂmiqﬁéwwx-—-.—. -

e Ty Ct—— o




Board of Trustees

ALBERT SHAW, President
Editor, Review of Reviews

Rurus C. Dawes, Chairman, Finance
Committee
111 West Monme Street, Chicago

Lavurence D. Ery

207 East Grand Avenue, Chicago
RicHARD T. EvLY, Direclor of the

Institute
Research Professor of Economics,
Northweaw'n University

Joun H.

Associate detor New York Times
HeNry S. GrAvrs, Director

School of Forestry, Yale University
W. S. Kies
420 Lexington Avenue, New_York
FrANE O. LOWDEN

Sinnissippi Farm, Oregon, Illinois
NATHAN WinrLiAM MAcCHESNEY

30 North La Salle Street, Chicago

INSTITUTE FOR RESEARCH IN
LAND ECONOMICS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES
Affiliated with
Northwestern University

10 East 40th Street —
New York, N. V.

Staff
RicEARD T. ELY, Director
HERBERT B. DorAU E. W. MOREHOUSE
PAvuL J. RAVER A. G. HINMAN

HERBERT D. SmMPsON
CoLEMAN WOODBURY

2

{\Hsnkun;

\»,__,,_«.ﬂ

B.A. Garside, Esq.,
University of N anking,
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Uctober 24, 1930.
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Dear Mr., Garside:

I cannot tell you how mortified I am to find your letter
of September 30th unanswered. \ie have been more than busy
in our New York office.

I have been very anxious to mDean Reisner, and I feel
that it is a real loss to me if I have missed the opportunity.
I have to go to Chicago now and will not be back until Tuesday,
November 4th. I wonder if it is going to be too late to see
Dean Reisner on my return?

’ Uur developments here are proceeding satisfactorily and
we are getting the cooperation of men of real significance. We
are forming a Committee of Sponsors and so far have acceptances
from Mr. Owen D. Young, Mr. John W. Davis, Mrs., Frank O. Lowden
and Mr. Frederick H. Ecker, the President of the Metropolitan
Life Insurance Company. /

I am much interested in the work in China, but I suppose
it is perfectly obvious that now is not a time to branch out and
secure funds for our outpost in China.

Faithfully yours,

rt A < = z i
Richard T. Ely
Director of Research

vt
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ToNSFER

Dr. Richard T. Bly,

Institute for Research in Land Economiecs
and Publie Utilities,

10 Bast 40 Street,

New York, New York.

Desr Doctor Ely:

I am enclosing herewith a memorandum which I have prepared after
returning to the office fram our conference at lunsheon., I shall be glad to
have your comments on it and any additions or alterations if you consider
them necessary. I shall be very glad to prepare this in uore of a projeet .
form if you so desire, and in the meantime would be glad to have your state-
ment as to objectives and results that might be expected from such a recon-
naissant survey. s

I an Jending a copy of this memorandum, of ocourse, to lir. Garsids,
who will act ofricially on behalf of the University of Nauking., My address
for the next monmth will be at 170 South Marenge Avenue, Pasadena, California.

I really believe that we made very definite progress to-day in our
consideration of research studies in land economios in China, I think we have
found a basis on which we can agree to go forward together and without whieh
no definite program can be initiated.:

#ith the assurances of my highest esteem and appreciation of your
interest ir these great problems, I am

Yours very sincerely

John He Reisner

CopDean, College of Agrioculture
and Forestry




Memorandum of conrormo with

Dr. Richard ¥, Bly, W, Uarside, and Mr. Reisner
I Cy i 3l

November 26, 1930

After considerable discussion it was felt that the method of proceed-
ing in Chinese studies of land economnics was to secure the services of same
good specialist in the United States who would spend one yeer in Chins with
headquarters either in Shangnai or at the University of Nanking, depending
upon oconditions pertaining at the time, Dr. Ely suggested the name of Pro-
fessor George 8. Wehrwein of the University of Wisconsin, The plan would be
for Professor Wehrwein to remain in China nine or ten months securing all
possible information bearing on land economies from whatever sources possible,
both Chiness and foreign, and on the basis of this submit a report with recam-
mendations as to particular fields in which research might profitably be un-
dertaken in the years to come,

It was also suggested that no attempts be made to work out a basis
of cooperation between the Institute for Research in Land Economiocs and Pub-
lio Utilities and the University of Nanking until after Professor Wehrwein or
some other appointee should make report and recommendations, The great need
at the present time 1s to secure information upon which a wise progrem of re-
search might be developed. Coopserative relationships would naturally develop
out of favorable recommendations,

A3 to the cost of such a reconnaissant survey, the following esti-
mete was mades-

Selary for 12 months 337,500,00
Travel for family 5,000,00
Travel in China 1,000,00
China expenses 1,600,00

Totsl  TYIE.000.00

Notes If the family should decide not to go in the case of Professor wehrwein

it would probably meen a difference of §4,000,00 in the ocean travel account,

Professor Nehrwein, as we understand it, has a family of wife and three child-
ren, The last item of G§1,500.,00 would be for expenses of assistants and such
special studies as might be found necessary.

Dr. Ely agreed to prepare a fuller statement as to the objectives
in mind for the reconnaissant survey and of the value of results that might
be expected to acorue from it,

Dr. Ely agreed also to approach Professor Wehrwein at the first op-
portunity. It was felt highly desirable in the final preparation of the projeect
to be able to recorrend some one definitely to undertake the survey,

It was also felt that while the University of Nanking and the Insti-
tue fc: Research and Land Economiocs would work together,during these initial
stages 1t were better for Dr, Ely to carry out the necessary approaches to
possible underwriters for the project.

John H, Reisner
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