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June 19th, 1919,

Dr. J. C. Ferguson,
Newton Center,
Roston, Mass.
Desay Dr. Ferguson:

T have just learned with great ple&sure that you &re
back in the United States £nd that you are pnlanning to attend
the Commencement Exercises of Boston University. You will there
lesrn probably through bresident Mullens, Dean Warren &nd Dean
Lord especially, of the interest developed in the University in
the Business @chool of Business Administration in the University
of lNanking. Very thorough interest seems to have been developed.’

I pointed out to them since you are a Trustee and at
the same time on the Board of Menagers of the University of

Nzgklng you would e the logical m&n to pus the whole sihurtion
beéfore Boston University in the most effsctive way. I hope thie
arrangement will appeal to you,

U am oncloe ing herewith & pemphlet received from
President Bowen which will he written partly in Chinese which
will bte the best statememt of the situation, The Trustees at
their meeting on “uesdsyps e¥ed of what the Alumnl &are
rlanning to do and expregsed thelr great appreclation of the
new relationship developing with Boston University.

We &re to be &t Northfield this Snmmer in the Onelda
cottage in the woods near the ctmp, We thought 1t would be a
, £00d place for the children dnring the Sunmer. Mrs. Williame
| Will be there with them &and T for &s muoh tinme as ] can get away
from the work at the office in New York and Snnday speaking en-
gagements,

For the last two months I have heen cerrying the cor-
respondence of Dr. Stanley White with his Missions. Dr. Vhite is
in Syria on problems of reconstruction for the Board's Mission
work there.

lrs. ""i1lllans would unite with me in heartlest regards
to Mre. Ferguson and yourself.

Very sincerely yours,
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Aupust 8, 1919.

Dy. John C. rergueon, Phe e,
91 Arlington otreet,
sewton, uess.

Vear Dr. Kergueon:

Your letter of June 25th wee very much epprecisted.
Summer conferences end frequent demends for speaking engegements
awey from New York have seriously interrupted ell of the corres-
pondence of this office. In addition to cerrying on the correspon-
dence with the men of the University of Nanking, the Board Secre-
taries, here, &nd Cendidetes epplying for the work, end making
errengements for the salling of twelve new recruits for the
Upniversity staff, I nave been mede responsible for ell the correspod
dence of one of the Boerd's Secreteries, Dre Stenley White, with
his six misslons. . g o % A o e CF

Iz Hew York, I find, too, that there still 1meks, in
my mentel comstitution, & good deel of Orientel deliberastion
end & leck of ready capecity to keep up to the pace to which men
heve edhered themselves here.

I wes delighted tc ¥now of your presence at the
Commencement end of the interect the Bouston University wes de-
veloping in the University of Nenkinge

I am glad to hear of the gontempleted visits of
Dr. wershell, ur. L. Perrin end crof. kobert . Bruce, #/ Chine.
I nope you will urge upon Prof. Druce spending &s much time €8 he
can at Nenking. Dr. Downing greatly enjoyed his teaching in
dathemetics end his essociation with the ctudents.

Your feeling szbout ur. Hethaniels:z confirmed the
position I hed glready taken thet, however fine his qualificetions
eare, 1 should doubt the wisdom of his being appointed &s & regular
member of the staff of Nemking. Our problem is complex enough,
in 811 conceience, without imparting edditionel inter-reciel end
international elements. &re. Hethenielsz' papers are perfectly
fine. Deen Lord has spoken of him in the very highest terms.

You oen greatly help me in meking the diffioulties of the situeation
clear to Deean Lord. I feel entirely free, in the whole, from any
reciel prejudice. I do feel the responsibility, nowever, of
edding to the complexiiy of our present problem of Nenking. I

feel certain that mr. Nathenielsz is & tine gentleman &nd well
diseiplined for the work he would undertake. He should, by &ll
means, return to work in Indie end I should be glad to use my
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Dr. Jonn C. ¥erguson,
August 8, 1919.

influence with the rresiuyterian Board, or the methodist
Board of Foreign kissions, in securing for him such en
opening, if he desired it.

itrse Williems 2nd the children are 2t E. Northfield,
in » odttage - "Oneide Lodge".’..S5am Cochren ehd the children
are there &t present, erd 2lso mr. Henry Luce and his family.
They 2re having & fine time. I think you ena ars. Ferguson
would enjoy greatly seeing them 211 there.

With kindect regards to smrs. Ferguson end yourself,

Sincerely yours,




91 ARLINGTON STREET,
NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS

October 20, 1919.

Dear Dr. /illiams:

On Phursday of last week, the Boston Uuiversity
Nanking Association held a meeting at which I was presente. Un-
forturately the Association had held two meetings on dates when
I was away from Boston and could not be present. I was very glad to be
able to attend this meeting as I am about to leave for China and can

carry the latest mews on to Dr. Bowen concerning the present status
of the Association.

I found that the members of the Association were somewhat
discouraged over your letter last summer and thought that you did
not look favorably upon the formation of this association. I
assured them that this was not the case and told them of your busy
life at present in the lMission rooms. It was your statement concern-
ing the apnointment of the Indian, Ilre. Nathaniels, that discouraged
them, for he had been so highly recommended by Dean Lord, and was
the only available man whocould be sent out for the Business Ad-
ministration School. I had told them last summer and again re-
peated my opinion that you were emtirely right in this matter and
that it would be impossible to send a man from India to teach in
China with the expectation that he would be efficient. I explained
to them the race prejudice of the Orient and stated that under no
circumstances would I favor the appointment of lMr. Nathaniels.

The difficulty in the matterarose from the fact that Dean Lord had
no one else whom he could suggest. I told the Association that it
would be necessary to find sowebody who was embodied with the
missionary spirit or otherwise he would not be willing to accept
the position at the rate of salary which they intend to pay.

I will explain matters in full to Dr. Bowem and hope
that you will keep in close touch with the leaders of this work
at Boston as I am sure it will be of great benefit to the University
of Nankinge.

I am leaving here on Friday of this week and sail from Van-
couver on the Empress of Asia.

Hoping to see you soon in China and with kindest regards to
yourself and family,

Yours sincerely,

%rawe« rq:—éf&mo\:\
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A'UMNI DAY, JUNE 17, 1922,

It will be 34 years in October since I was appointed the first
President o1 the newly founded Nanking University. Some of you who are
gathered here today are graduates oi that institutiom, and others of the two
colleges which were wmited with it to form the present University of Namking.
When Nanking University, tne earliest root of the present Iniversity, was
founded, tnere was 80 much wo:k to be done, and there were so mamy problems
to be faced that 1little time was left to me for thinking of the future; but
even if I had had plenty ot leisur:, together with the gift of prophecy, I
could not have allowed my imagination to picture this present scene.

Fere we have betore us, not only the original buildings in which
our first attempts at teaching were begum, but also these magnificent buildings
which belong to the present era of splendid expansions. All these buildings
are Memorials to the faitn ani benevolence of friends devoted to good works
and to the spread oi education in China., Praiseworthy as nave beem all these
previous gifts, anv uns:1iish as has been tiis personal service of administra-
tors and teachers, all pale in insigrnificance before what greets our eyes
todaye Here we have students or the first generation of the University,
bringing their girts o: love to their Alam Mater. Crateful for the education
which they recsived in her nalls, and believing that the same type of instruoc-
tion should be handed down to their children, they nave ji:ine: treir contri-
butions together into trnis cne giit oy an Alurni buildigrg. )

#his building will stanc forever as a sign of filial plety toward
their mother from her many sons. It is a gift thrice blessed, for it blesses
trhe givers, tn: present recipients anc: future gencrations, I am glad tc have
lived to see this day, amd to have bean honorea by yiur invitation to be
preseante.

liy thoug! ts re ch out to su many associates and pupils who have
already passed on to the other worli. They rest from their labors, but this
building commemorates their services, and through you they being dead, yet
speak. The future will bring many new friencs, administrators and teachers,
to all of whom this building will be an exumple of the devotion of its
earliest students. As the only surviving link cannecting this University
with its earliest foundation, I greet you, gentleomen of t a Alummi Associa-
tion, and you, President Bowen, and your staff of teachers; anu you, the
ci ildren of our earliest gradustes to whose lives this building will cmtribute
its beheficent influences. The past merges into the preswnt, and the present
beckons to the futurec, but in whatever generation our lot may have been cast,
it is certain that ths principles on which tris dmstitutiom was ijounded, ever

remain as guiding nosts to the best and noblest developments of humen
character.

(Signed) John C. Ferguson
June 17, 1922,




3 Hsi-Chao Hutung,
Peking,
May 24, 1928,

Dear Dr, Ch'en, b esiitd bl

Tour letter of May 16th has reached me with the information
that I had bsen appointed a member of the "Committee on Promotion" of the
Board of Directors of the University of Nanking. I do not 'mow what the duties
of this Committee are, tut I shall te glad to serve on it or on any other
Committee which is trying to promote the interests of the University. I am
afraid that it willbe impossible for me to attend any meeting at Shanghai or
Nanring during the summer months, but after September I can te present.

I am very much concerned over the financial standing of the
University and am of the opinion that the mission boards which were regponsible
for the development of the University in former wears should now continue "to
give it such financial support as will male it possible to maintain the exist-
ing courses of study. I do net think it would be possible for the alumi to
raise an amual subsidy of ten or twelve thousand dollars, nor do I think that
the money which was donated for the erection of an Alumgi Hall should be diss-
ipated in meeting current expenses. The mission boards should increase their
contributions sufficiently to cover all current expenses on the understanding
that these are kept at the lowest possible figure, It is very generous of the
boards to turn over the University to the new Board of Directors of vhich a
majority are Chinese, but in doing so the boards cannot, in my opinion, escaps
the responsitility of having erected expensive buildings and provided eleborate
equipment, both of vhich are beyond the resources of our alumni to maintain,
1¢ the alummi had been consulted at an earlier stage in the development of the

University, I do notthin- that they would have favored many of the expenditures
which were made. The University was developed on lines which called for a
generous endowment which could only be raised in America, or in the alternativs
for a generous support by tho cooperating missionary socistiss.

It scems to me that we muet facs ‘ranly and fully the present
situation. It must be recognized that the alumi cannot carry the heavy burden
of malFing up an annual deficit. In the first instance, the mis~ionary socistics
should be arproached with the request that they should make increased appropri-
ations to cover it. If this cannot be done, the Board of Directors must make
radical changes. One of the first things to te done would be to close the
Middle Cchool which is now being run at a dsficit of $4,220 for mission board
personnel. The tuildings of the Middle School could then ba rented and the rent
used for the support of the College. The next ster would b2 to rent the lLanguacs
School buildings which will probebly not bte used for thair original purposs
during the next fo~ years. By eliminating the deficit nscesssary to maintain the
Middls School and b+ the increase of our income from tho rent of the liddle
School and Larzuage School buildings and by furthor sconomics our College and
Agricultural Damarirents could be maintained; but, unless some such steps are
taken, I do not s22 how we can handle the sitvation lccally, There is, of
courss, another vpossitility and that is that we should rersuade some wsalthy
Chinese to furnish us =n ondowment similar to *hat "ich was given to the Amoy
University, btut it ssems to me improbable that eny wealthy Chinese would make
such a contritution to a missionary institution such as ours. The problem
summarizes its2lf in my mind as follows: Either the missionary socisties must




Dr. Ch'en -2- May 2u, 1928

jncrease their contritutions <o as to cover the annual dificit or we must re-
‘ ¢rench on the lines which I have suggested or on sone other lines which you
may be able to sugzest. It is dancerous for us to go on as We are.

You have mv constant sympathy and earnest wishes for success in
the very difficult tasr which you have been good enough to take upon yourself
at the request of the Board of Directors. You are young and in goed health
and I have no doubt that you will be gble to work out the problem to a success-
ful solution. I have given much thought to the problem of the University and
have concluded that the time has now arrived when I should let you mow how

the matter shapes itself in my rind.
With kindest regards
Yours sihcerely,

(Signed) John C. Ferguson.

Notes on above by University Treasurer

"Middle School. It is not quite true to say that the Middle School
'4s being run at a deficit of $u,220 for mission board personnel.' The Middle
Sehool budget for next vear covers all expenditures including one thousand
dollars for overhead expenses within their designated income. e assigned one
of the Mission board quota members to them, having in mind that Mr. Speers
would return to Nanking and his work would natvrally be in the Middle School.
However, if Mr. Speers does not return to Nansing, the question will need to
b~ settled as to how many, if any, of the mission toards personnel are allocated
to the Middle School. There is something to te said on both sides!

"Languaze School Property. Evidently Dr. Ferguson has forgotten that
this property was rented in July 1927 for $4,200 Mexican for the year. This
money was used for necessary repairs, first on the language sbhool property
and the balance has teen used for repairs on residences. Ve did not tudget
rent from the Language School as available income for current evpenses for next
year tecause in the opinion of the Board of Directors it was wiser to allow
this money received from rent of property to cover the deficit we have been
obliged to carry to repair the various buildings damaged during the trouble.

As soon as this deficit is cared for, I believe it will be a source of addition-

2l income until such time as we may require the buildings."




sent to
3 Hfi-chiao Hutung
Pefping, China

Dr. John C. rerguson,
C/O Dr.Y.G-chen,
University of Nanking,
Nanking, China. =

Ky dear Dr.Fergucons

It is my pleasant privilege to trunsamit to you the follow-
ingz action passed by the joint meeting of the Ranking Executive, Bud-
get and Audit Jomzittess i their mesting ci June 25, 1929:~

"VOTED that the Executive Committea on beh 1f of the 3oard

of Toundors cxpresses tc Dr.Join C.Fergrson its sincere

wopraciotici o s sonerosit;y in coutributing to the Uni-

varsily <. llanklag the sw of Mex.g1l0,08:.11, thus meeting

the long standing Boston University deficit for this amount.®

The long ctondiang Boston University deficit has for a num-
ber of y:ars proven cnc of tae most serlous financial problems confront~-
ing tho University of lanking. e sre ull priofoundly grateful to you
both for y-ur gemerusity in contributing tc the University of Nanking
the sum nocessary to ifinally clear this deficit fros our bocks and also
for ycur constant and discerning interest in all n trers affecting the
well being of the University of Hankinge

Very siacerely yours,




COPY University of Nanking

Twin Pines
Candlin Hill
Peitaiho

8.3 Yok
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June 24, 1951,3 nniﬂUl Rk

My dear Dr. Speer: ' _i.;r; \ dtrs ST S sty ATl (- ’

Your good letter of May 22 reached me here. It was kind of you to
write me concerning the gift of my collection to the University. Two or three
years ago I consulted with Dr. Brown, Dr. Chen and Mr. Woo, Chairman of the
Board of Directors. All agreed that it was advisable for me to sell my
collection and domate the proceeds to the University for buildings. The sale
should have brought at least half a million Gold dollars and all thought that,
in view of the heavy losses which the University had sustained, this amount
in cash was of primary importance. As a matter of fact I was very reluctant
to see this work of a life time scattered and hence the only attempt which I
made to effect a sele was to offer the collection en bloc to the Detroit
Museum where my friend and pupil Ben March would take good care of it. They
could not raise the money and I felt relieved.

A year ago I took the question up again with Dr. Chen whom I
invited to come to Peiping to look over what I had. He brought with him
Mr, Lawrence Liu, Dean of the College of Arts. They spent ten days with me
in our home and we decided that the collection should go to the University as
originally planned. Up to this visit Dr. Chen had not realized the great value
of the collection to the prestige of the University. As a matter of fact, it is
the most important assembly of art material that there is in China outside of
the Palace. There was only one other collection -~ that of Tuan Fang, that
recalled it in modern times, and one would need to go back two hundred years
to the reign of the Emperor Yung Cheng to find another such which was owned
by Au I-chan. My collection contains (1) the most noted extant painting ,(R)
the most noted specimen of colligraphy, (8) several important bronges, (4)
uniaue specimens of Jade and (5) a complete history of the growth of porcelain
manufacture.

There are in addition to these & large number of less famous
specimens of paintings, writings, rubbings, etc. With this collection the
University will become the second most importent centre for literary and artistic
research in China.

Naturelly I have said little about this gift, but since you wrote
me a8 President of the Board of Founders, I have thought that you should know
something of its great value. It represents on my part a substitute for a life
work in the University which I had expected to give. I left the work when the
necessities of a large and still growing family forced upon me the decision as
to whether I should educate my own children or turn them over to be educated by
the charity of others, while I spent my life in my own chosen work of educating
Chinese. I decided that my first duty was to my own children. Fortunately,
my work prospered and I have been able during the yearsto gather this collection
which I hope will be of greater value in future years than my personal work
would have been. It is a collection which no amount of money at the present time
could again bring together.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) John C. Ferguson




January 17, 1228

Dr, Jolm C, F
3 Hsi~Chimo Hutung
feiping

Deur Dr, Farguson:
lour xind letter of Deec. 20, 1837 was received cometime agoe The reasmn

thut 1t has not been answored sarlier iz that I wunted to call a special meeting
otaasmymboraofthnfiom-ntnf.r«:tors staying in Shanghel as possible in
order that the uestions ue raised by you might bs discussed and asted upem. On
the 13th of this momnth a group of jeople met and took some actions as »er enclosed
co;y of minutes of the moeting.

Under the present conditioms thig
reallzation of the difficulties of the adainistration and of the importance of the
roints raised by you who are elways in position o help us a great deal by the rich-
ness of your experisnce and soundness of your judgment. However, I don't think it
a8 altogether politics that had :rompted Dr. Chen and his etaff and the student
body to move out to the west. It vas largely, I presume,
& natter of oxpddienay, lNow with the sroteetion in the actione taken, a copy of
which actions will be sent separately to Dr, Chen in Chengtu for his guidance, our
anxlsty any thus be lessensd. *

For your information I wish to sa
noved thelr headnuarters te Shanghatl and
cibla next semester in as an identieal
University has moved to Chengtu und is
has algo got a desk in Cressey's office
for &1l Christian institutions. The 3pirdt of cocperation hws been most splendid,
I den't know how many times I have sat in neetinge with other college
isust over ten times, To ny rellef Dr. J, C. Thomson of Nanking hes just arrived
ngmmukemumofmrnutmmdofﬁudth,u
registration of faculty and student Yody of the various groupe we
cgziteafwc:tudmtlandteachlrninwm”mhtwukowcof
either by s arting some classee of our own with sur availabls facilities or by in-
sorporating them in dxother schools as losned teachers cnd guest studants. With
conditions in Nanking baing different from those in “edping, it wvill be a long time
before we cun rosume our work there.

Fortunately or wfortinately, business in Shanghai has come alwmst to
standatill, as otherwise I would find it impossille to giwve so much time
tion to the affairs of Christian education here, Befors Thomson's coming
sole re;resentative of Nanking. HNow he can take up a lot of work which
rather strenuous to the state of my health. Jan. 19 - 21 we shall haye
mseting of the Council of Higher Fduestiom. It will be four solid days
1111l try to be present as fur as rossible and loave the rest to Thomeom.

#ith uy best regards to you and Mrs, Ferguson, I am

Iours respectfully
/8/ Te Co WO

U414




Emergency ligeting of Members of the Board and
Executive Committee of the University of Nanking
held in Migsions Building, Shan hal, Jenuary 185,
1288,

MISUIES

*rosants Te Ce #oo, Chuirmen
be Yo Lo
Jel Wen~han
V. Hanson
F. He Cressy
By tanvitation - J, 0. Thomsan

The meeting vas opened with prayer by ir, Hanson. Mr. Crescy was elected
Secretary ro tem. A letter from Dr, Ferguson tus ;rossnted and the situation of
the University was discussed, Dr. Thamsom, who had juet arrived, mude & report.
The following actions were hakens

. Yoted, to express ap roval of the emergency action of the administra-
tion in transferring the work of the University to Chengtu and

To stute that this is eontemplited ss 2 temporary msusure due to the
smergeacy, with the /rospect that the University will return to Nanking ac its
sermanent bage at such time s conditions nay maks possiblae,

2o Yoted, to aspoint Professor M. S. Bates Wice-President of 'he University
of Raniing.

e Yol@d, that this be an emexrgency a;pointment, and 'ha: the term of the
ap ointment be for the duration of the absence of the President from Raniing,

4. Ypied, to »lace on record thut the chief concideration in appointing
a Vice President at this time is to provide & responsible officer to carry on eny
negotiations with regurd to property with the locul government, and to teks such
smergency measures as may be necesdary, or as the Directors may determine upm.

5. Yatad, te coopsrste with other Christisn universities and aiddle schools
establishing smsrgomcy units in Shanghai with the object of bringing together
faooulty and students of the University and middle schocl who may not be sble to
proceed to Sseehvan, with o view to their returming to the University at such time
ar it may come back to Hanking, and to request Profsssor Thomson ic remain for the
sresent in Shunghal %o take charge of this develormant.

Adjourmnnent.
Le He CR:B8Y

Seqeretary




From M. Lockhart, Comsellor of Embassy, by telephone, Jan. 28, 10 am. 1935

THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE HAS BFEN RECEIVED FROM ANBASSADOR JORNSON:  "PLEASE INFORM
FERGUSON THAT CHEN AND PRIYST ARE BOTH IN CHENGTU. HIS MFSSAGY WILL BE FORWARDED
87 AIR MAIL TO THEM.®




B Hsi-Chiau Mutung
Petring, China

January 25, 19%8

Dear Dr, Spoer:

Tou will have hoard of the removal of the University of Nanking to VWest
China. ¥“hen this :roposition wag first made in a cirewlar letter from Dr. Chen,
he algo wrote me « privute letier in which hv s'ated *hat in his opinion such & 1o
soval would coat to. much asoney «nd thet he did not favor it. For this reason I
was wich surprised when I heard through a newspaper corre: ondent thei the Presi-
den‘ cnd Chinese fuculty had left Hanidng takin: with them part of the agquiyment
of the Univergity. It was only 'wo waeks ago thet I first heard this news :nd
imediately I wrots to the Chariman of cur Board of Directors, Mr. T. C. Yoo, sug-
ceoating that whereas some of sur faculty wund students had gome to Weet China the
anjority of both classer still remeined in Nanking and that it would be advisable
for us to reopen the University at Hanking us soon ar order had beem restored in
the ¢ity. In order to make thiz poesible I muggested thet Mr, Bates should be
recuected by the Chairman of the Board to act as Vice-iresident with authority to
collect the faculty and students for the jurpose of reopening the Univereity.

n the lst Inst. I received the second eirculsr letter from Or. Chem
aritten from Hankow end dated December 28th. Enclosed I am lwnding you o carbom
sopy of this lstter. On ths morning of the 22nd I askod the BEmbassy to forward to
the American Anbessador who is now at ilankow a i‘elegrsm for transmission to Dr.
(han, Enclosed you #ill find - copy ~lso of this telegranm,

48 lopg us it =us & qusstion of some of cur faculty and students chousing
Lo go to Viest Chins to study in th: Unlon University at Chemgtu, I sew no reason
o enter any objection to the achemas. It iz uite e differsnt matter for Presidemnt
Chon in camsultstion «ith the Administration Commitiee to propose to transfer the
‘nlvorsity as a University to another site and to teke with him such a large pro-
rortion of the squipment of the University. For myself ae a member of the Board
of Directors I mculd not comsider that the Directors in u formel meeting would
have authority to transfer the Iniversity and iie e-uipment to another site with-
out the consent of the Doard of Pounders, #ho sre the real owmers of the property
of the University; but much logs has the Prosident an? the Adninistration Corsxittee
any such authority, I resmme that Dr. Chen und hie snesocistes considered thut in
the smergency the; wers doing the beat joeaible, but at the time 1t would have besn
susy for President Chen to have telegruphed tc Chairmen oo =t Shanghel through
the American Fubassy end he could also have comaunicated with zo in the same way,
I do not 'mow whether or not it would have boen ;ossible for him to have commmni-
cated with any other member of the Board resident in other lagecs. If Mr. foo hed
veen Infarmed, he c.uld have consulted =ith Dr, E, H, Cressy, Mr. ¥el and perhaps
sith some othar meabers who were still in Shanghal st that time. A4S z satter of
fucty 1f he had telsgraphed Chsirman fioo it would also hawve rruched me for I was
In Zhanghad for = week Just ot the oritical time,

It is ctrange how these thinge “urn out. In 1927 our foreign faculty
headed by Fresident Bowen found 1t necessary to ilsuwe after the muder of Dr,
iiiliams. Ten yesars later President Chen and some of our Chinese faoulty left,
The only difference between the two ineidents is that in the la‘ter ome the Presi-
gn-i:a ﬁtgis assogiates ourried awvay with them part of the equipment of the

L]




s b 0o,
Dre K. E, Opeer

It 4¢ my £irm o inion now ae it was in 107 that the University muet con-
inue to carry on in its own buildings while noking ae good terms ss possible with
the povernment in charge of the city. HNo one could have thought in 1927 that the
eonditions to which we hud to submit in order to reopen the University and earry
on our vork were patisfactory or what we would have liked theam to be, tut »e
sccepted them =s the best poeelble, and the record of the last tem ymars has jus-
11fied our actiom. At the  resent time no ane could be fond who would say that
conditions for recpening are -hat we sonld ilke them to be, but it is my ovinion
‘het we muet accest them ag they are and agaln go on with our work, It is sald in
Or. Chen's circulsr tetter that 151 students had urrived in Hankow, but I do not
‘mow whether or not all of these would go on to Chengtu, for vhen they left Nanking
1+ wng with the ides that ssrhaps the University may settle xt Kuling. Houwaver,
tnis nomber of students represents only about one seventh of our enrolment and 1t
soemg njust thut we should devote the whole strength of the University o the
tzaching of this small number while neglecting 'he other eix seventh of our student
bodye Purthermore, the Univeraity =as established ot Nanicdng, and at Hanking it
st remain for better or for worse. In my opinion 1t was cuite within the power
of ‘resident Chen and nis Administrutive Council to obey the order of the Hinlstry
of Tducation and to cloce the University, but not to remove it or .ny of its
endymonte It has been & serioug blumder und we met do our begt to recover from
it. 1 have no doubi that the sympathies of President Chen end ide essociates are
ith the National Government, g are my own, but we must not zllow these o control
our setione in rezerd to the University which swas founded at Hanking for the pur-
scse of giving instruction to the young men cf that distriect. Tur clisatels has
hot naved %0 Test Chinm, but renains st Nanking, where, in zy opinfom, the Univer-
sity must still remain und continue o carry on as best it ecane 1 an ariting thie

lottor Lo you in your officisl capacity zz Cheirmmun of the Board of Founders, and
‘rust that you will la; the matter befors thet bodye.

~ith idndest rogsrds,

/&/ JOm €. FERQUSON




January L7th, :978

Deuxr Hr. o0

Thank you for your letter of Janwury L7th together with a carbon copy of th
ninutes of the Fmergeucy Meeting of iMembers of the Board nd 'xeecutive Committee of
the University of Hankdng held January 1lih. I aza very glad that you called this
aseting a0 ug to glve some regulerity to the setion of ths idministrative Commit-
tege 1 only rogret that President Chon did not commmicute with you through the
American Habuasy before making the decision io remove the Universiiy to Changtu.
iIf he hind doné so you night have commmicatad with the Board of Founders arking
for thelr sdvice in the matter. This course of soticn wus absolitely necessary be-
fore such u drastic acticn as the removal of the University could be contemplated,
for we mizt never forget that we are still cpsrating the University in pro-erty and
xith the use of equipment ownod by the Board of Founders. That Board has been
very genaroug in its dealings with our Board of Directors and hwe glvon us side
cwaern, bul on such a fundaasntcl cuestion as the removel of the University and its
aul ment Lo another site 1t lg my o dndon 'hat swven our Board of Direetors, much
lzse the .resident and Adainigirative Coumecll, Lawe no jower to acte I f:lly re-
cognize the Loyulty and ood intentiong of the lresident n? the Adminiptratiwe
Couneild and :lse the jenerosity of y ur lxecutive Commititoe in ap rovin: the motion
taler. by the Adminictretion, but still fsel thu' ws wre not on o sound basis untdl
A segure tho wprrovel of the Board of Founders.

For ayself I cun only say thut I nzs reussured by the ecircular lotter to
“he Gosrd of Dirsctors from .resident Chen dated October ' 3rd, In thds letter
ander the hecding of "Decl.oion of Iniverulty Council™ Prasident Chen said that
" an investlgetllion ww found the cost was very grest and feel thut it is practi-
celly prohibiiive," The Undversity wes reovened on Octobsr 4th with 45° students
in attendunca, Thin elreular Lettor lod mc o believs thot zll nlane for removal
to Chengiu hud been wbandoned “n¢ therafors in my trip to Shanghai dwring the last
suck of Hovenmber I guve no atiention to the affulre of the University, I took it

for gronted that whan the attack of the invading ammy made clucework imposgible the
nadversity would close uwhlle fue lty and students sought refuge in safer . laces,

3y confidence in ‘hls coorse of setion ms confirmed by vhut I heard in Shanchal a¢
wae time of what Led Leen done b the iiniwversity of Shanghei, St. Jom's University
md oocchow Undverolty. T4 Lo ctdll ay opdnion (Lot thie would have been the

deagt o wro of ction.

<noamy letler to you of Decemboar Litn 1 suggzeted the poscibility of the
course of action takoen by the idministrotion having been based upon volitical cone
zideration for the rocson that I knew it the ;lans of ths National Government
are %o setile first in Changshe and then to go on o Chengtu if necesssry. Along
Ath thie sise jollcy there w&s alse the torrihle nolicy ammounced by Mr. %ang Ching-
wel of lenving th: ubundonad coumtiry s ¢ wasie - chiso t'u. Under this latter

coldey adil mcacnls and industrial concers were to be glosed und removed westwzard, It
is 1ot ay banuess to criticise hieg policy of ‘he jovernmemt, but I £7el ‘ulte free
o osay that 1t 1g not a policy vhieh a Christisn Institution ought tc followe Our
University #us opemed for the benefit of .eople living in Nanking and vicinity. Even
though this territory iz conquered by allene the Chinese jopulation stlill remains
here ané 1% is for thie populution 'hat we cpened »ir work. OJut of the 480 ztudents




4r. Co I, Vico

r2iortud So be in attandance in the cireular letter of October 23rd, only 151
siudents uwrrived in Hankow. Considering the faet thet the mumber of our students
Jarinc the first half of 1UET numbered sbout 2,000 1t woild seem that »e aye Pro=-
posing to carry on our work for the bemefit of about one seventh of "ur former
sudent, body while we cbandon the other slx seventh without any provizion for their
aducstions The case 1o even more sericus than this contynst in nuambere indicctes
for ths idminlstrstion has ‘aken upon itself to use pekm sracticnlly all of our
funde for the nirpose of sdueating onc zeventh of ur studentso,

2oocure et thoss of you whe huve cttended meetings of the Doard of

r the .ot ten rears will sgree thut I huve beer a loysl sup orter of

en wid the Doans of the valous Colleges who compose the Administrative
counell « re;rat deeply to criticlse their action cgpecinally at & time when there
sug such a grest edergency and they wers «1. in danger of :heir lives. Hovever 1
canfiol but feel tha! the removal hus been 2 zerisue miglake :nd "hat it #ag not
Justified. 1 further feel "hai 1% should be reamediocd ao culckly as poscible and in
order Lo 4o %5 the “xecutive Commlittee sho.id increzse the owers of Vice ‘resident
sales 80 thut he could bring as many of the former facultios together ae possible
md roopsn the University for Lis accustomad work. The Yxmeutive Committes should
alzo inetruct ‘resident Chen to hold aut Ichang the 481 boxes of scul aasnt untdld
sich time w2 they could be sent back sufoly to Ranicdng, ie soon ss the Uniwversity
‘uig besn reopened resident Chen together #ith the faculty and students who ‘ave
jons W Chengtu should bte invited 4o return to Ranking, %2 must not fold our arms
s it down culetly under the £ defeatist policy of removel.

in your letter ou sugsooted thut conditiomr in Banking wwe wery different
ve in Teiping, and of enwse I am fully o are of thir fect, Indeed as

Rgte
- Anow 1 am the only member of sur Bosrd of Dirsclors she hos been in hoth

v
58 1
.: f

g ol in Shunghal since the openins of hostilities.

o
itk kindesi regards
L.urs sincersly

/s/ JOHN C. FYROCEOR




Fobrusry 5rd, 1938
Dear Dr. Ipeers
In eontinuation of my lstter of January C5th I om snclosings~
(1) The reply through the Embassy to my message to Dr, Chen.
(2) Copy of « letter from Mr., T. C. Woo, Chairmin of the Board of Direetors.

(3) Coyy of the Hinutes of an Emergency Meeting.

(4) Copy of my letter to Mr. foo in reply to his,

I had hopod to have a repiy from Dr. Chen from Chungking befors writing you agian,
but ne word has yet come from him.

Tou will see from my letter to Mr. Woo that I am atill not setisfied with
+hot has been dona. If it was possible to get together a group of the Hembers of
the Board in Shonghal on January 13th, it would have been still sasslier to have got
them together in November if Dr. Chen had commmicated with Chalrman Voo through
the Amsrican Embassy, shich was in dally communication with Shanghai at the time
by means of ithe naval radio, I am afraid that throughout the whole of this epi-
zode Dr. Chen has overloocked the preponderating American interest in the University
and hag acted as 1t it was entirely under the control of the Chinese-organized
Bosrd of Directors, Thias idea dates back to 1927, when « group of teathers headed
by Dre. Chen plaged themselves in the brzach and took charge of the University
property after the retirement of Presldent Bowen and the foreign staff, At that
time we 2l pralsed the loyulty to the Uniwersity of this brawve group though at
the time I saw avidence of the imprea ion that by so doing they had established a
special clainm tc the control of the University. In the first issue in Chinese of
the Ysarbook of the University after 1927, the introductary statement carried with
it the implication 'hat the University had made = new ocommencement by the actiom
of the group who had taken charge, At the time I called the attention of Dr. Chem
to these statenents in the Yearbook and they were not re;eated in subsequant issues,

It ig this background which hag lsd me to feel that the removel of the Uni-
versity to Chengtu b; the President and Administrative Council is 2 continuation
of the syirit of 19827, and that its comse;nences cannot be overlooked. I hove been
in fuvor from the founding of the Uniwersity fifty years ago until the present time
of turmming over the control of the University Adninistretion and croperty to the
Chinese Board of Directors. You will remember that I nade my own glft direct to
the Board of Direetors so that it cannot be suspected that I am not in sympathy
with econtrol of the University by Chinese., However this aust be done in an orderly
way and not by emotionul capture during an emergency. It is ascarcely a year since
I cabled jou from Nenking urging thet even the title-deeds of our property should
be plaged in the nume of the Board of Directors. I feel therefore that my record
in this matter is parfectly clear and ‘hat in the present instsnce I am standing
only for orderly conduct of the import:nt businese of the University.

1t seems to me imperative that we should reopon the University in Hanking
as sarly as poesible and that the cases of University equipment vhich had beem




Dr. Re E. Speexr

shirped as far as Ichang siwvuld be held there until it is »ossible to send them
bagk to Nenking., Only two daye ago Ichang, »here our equipment is stored, was
severaly bombarded by Japanese aireraft, and I consider it not a2t all improbable
that we may have serious losves before this equipment ie ever used again, I

think that President Chen and his assoclatos may huve bean justified in trying to
reach Chengtu 60 as t0 carry an their studies, but the attempt to take away Uni-
versity equijment canuct be considered by me as other than a seriocus blunder, as

I said in my previou letter. We must stick to our location aven though its over-
lordship has changed hands. I hope ‘hat Preasident Chen will be abla soon to return
to Uanking, but during his zbsance Vice President Bates should reopen and carry
on zs best he cane

“ith varm personnl regords,

Tours sincerely,

/S/ JoEN C. FERGUSON
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October 26, 1916.

Prosident Johan H. Finley,
State Department of Rducition,

Albany, Hev. Yorks
vear Dr. Finleys

I rejoice upon every remeuwbrance of the
delightful time I had with you and Mrs. Finley at
the Convocation. It wes a great privilege to be
present and to feel the sense of fellowsnip in your .
great vork. I am sure you will be pleased to know
thut the China !tedical Board of the Rockefeller Found-

wtion met the propositions I made to them for the sup-

port of the University llospital at Nouking. They

vill grant ws $9,200 a yeur, and $25,000 for ejulp-

ment on condition of wy finding unother 325,000.
Dre Buttrick said their action wus unanimous and most
nearty in appreciation of the work or' the Universitye.
1 am very pleased io bave taio relutiomship established.
I7 still available, I shzll be plensed to have
several copies of the program of ihe Convocation, and
should be grateful for the report when published.
with most coruial regards to Mrs. Finley and
yourself,

Yours very sincerely,




Dr. John H. Fialey,
New York Times,
Nes York, K.Y,

&y dear Dr.Finlay: -~

I am sending this note to confirm the invitstion we
have alresdy extended to you by telephone that y.u be a guest at
a luncheon being given by member: of the University of Nanking
Bour. of Ffounders in honor of Dr.iichard T.Ely on Toursaay, Feb-
ruary 20. This lunchecn will be at at 12:3C O.%. in the private
dining room on the seccnd r'locr of the “rimce George notel, 14
Bast 28th fte

Your secretary has ulready informed me that you are plauning
to attend thc meeting unless some unexpectec domand should necessitate
a last minute change in your arrangements. e sincerely hope that
Jou will fiud it possible to be present st this meeting for we are
auxicus to have the benefit ol your comtribution inm our discussion
of the relationship betwecn ths University of Ranking and the In~-
stitute [lcr iiesearch in L.nd Economics wnd Tublic Utilitios.

Very sincerely yours,

Secratary




The ﬁ;ﬁr ?gnrk Times

21 Feoruary 1930

Dear lir, garsides

I am extremely sorry that I
couldn't et to your meetinzy yesterday.
I shall be intercsted to have furtner
word as to how your »lans are s5ing
forward. I am, of course, greatly
inter sted in what Professor Tly
is undertakinz in his Institute
for Research in Land Economicss.

Sincerely yours,

Mr. B. A. Garside
New York Office, Unive.sity of Naniing
150 Fifth Avenue, lew York City




Universit, ol Nanking

February
br. John He Finley,
Neu York Times,
New Yoric, H.Y.
M, dear Lr.rinlej:

Taank you for y.ui note of Februa*y 21,

@2 #are soryy baat you found it impossible tc attend the
luncason we helu iz honor of Prolessor Zly. 1 hope, howover, that some-
time in tas Mubture another luncheon ol tni. kKind can be o

at, you will find it possible to uttend.

4 group of' the Nankin: Bo+r: of Founders had i very pleasant
luncheon with Dr.ELly. 1 Jeel that the Nanking Younders whc wers present
came Lu kiod a great dend more of tae sork of the Institute for lL.eaearch
in Land Beonomics and rublic Utilities, cnd tiv.t they formed a warm ad-
mirstion for Dr.8ly and whut he is doing. 1 hope woc that Dr.Ely became
scmewhat better acquaintes with the University and its program and pluns

for the future. We sll hcope that cut of these preliminur; diccussions

a perm n=ni cooperatica between the Inctitute and the

Ver, sincerely yours,

[11HE
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