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June 9, 1916

Dr. John F. Downing
27 Mellan Street
Cambridge, Massachusetts

My dear Dr. Downing:

I am very glad to learn from your letter that Dr. ~ritchard
has raised no objection to your going out to China. I am very glad for this
on your account for the sake of the great service you can render, also as open-
ing up the way possibly for other teachers to remder the same sort of service.
Your proposition seemes & very reasonable one from our side. Your tickets can
be secured thru our office in New York, first-class from St. Psul via Vancouver
or via San Francisco to Shanghai for about $220 gold. Thirty or forty dollars
would cover the stock of a few days en route. The incidental expenses, of course,
would be what one would care to make them. It could be covered comfortably withe
out a stop of more than a couple of days for from $30 up. If you could go on
the arrangements you proposed of a minimum of one year, we provide $1200 gold for
travel out and back, you may consider the arrangement closed.

You will see that conditions are considerably disturbed in Caina. It
may not be possible for us to open in the fall. iowever, this we should know in
plenty of time for you to sail in order to be present at the opening in the fall.

I am pleased that you met Mr. Beech and Lr. Wiler. You doubtless could
learn many things about China thru them. I feel confident that when you are om
the field you will be very happy in the relationships there and can render service
that can give us both the utmost satisfaction.

Very sincerely yours,










M%MWC AT AT = e s

(W e /z?é ) Zeao) &> |
o Mm.
qgi”%,z, 2... gy el
Roa B / |
($22 5 eck (2 thoirra o frZree |

,wz%; fr6 575 e ok, «/Aa,owé/s/;

/2{@4@/ o4 A%eu/c/ j

ﬁ’&ae eera o212 —

ozt W / 0/% %0/ ,%?‘W




MMM/@ .e,a/‘t/éz oo e
M///é e A NS

Vﬂ”ﬂ/ W»VZ/ZM %%
g

4@/w/

/u,ec/’ “/M
| %M%WWW .
M@Wa/_g/om Mﬁ/é/mmo&

o @nwﬁw/f%%w

% o/,&fé’é W :
/4/(,2,[ 4




TRANSFE, /

\ 2

June 19, 1916

Lr. John F. Downey
37 Mellan Street
Cambridge, Mass.

My dear Ir. Downey;

: I was very glad to learn from your letter of June 14 that you
have decided to go to Nanking (on the bvasis of my letter) with the understanding
that you will give "at least one year of service without salary". 1 feel very
sure that you will so enjoy the life of Nenking and be so satisfied with the op-

portunity Br service that you will be pleasec t0 extend the time much beyond any-
thing yoa coulc feel like promising now.

While I was not able to rcply to yoar letter, I took up ilmmediately the
securing of the reservations you desire on the"Empress of Asiaw They were written
for the day of the receint of your letter. I em sorry that I cannot be more san-
guine about your securing any one of the rooms named, 118, 121, 132 and 135. Shipe
ping facilities have been very limited on the-Paciflic, anu the larger Empresses are

.especially popular.

Your incuiries about the cost of travel are about as we have them heree.
If you arc able by any means to secure the rooms you lice, all the bettcr. We are
exerting every influence of our office here toward the arrangement you desire.

I think you will find upon the missionary rate, $300 gold, you will land
very comfortably in Nanking. Nanking is enly two nuncred miles distamt from Shang-
hal. First-class fare on the raillway would be sbout §5 gold. The railway is in
knglish style with large compartments end the daylight trip up is very comfortable.
Your going by the Empress of Asia on September 7 vwill lana you in Ranking in good
time for the work of the fall term. I woulc not sivige your arriving in Kanking
before the middle of September &s earlier than that date the clim:te is still ex-
cessively warm. We will provide {600 at the ti.e you are ready to go, the return
to be arranged at the time of yemr return. I should be very pleased if you know
of anyone especially interested in the project of sour going wno might be enlisted
in the help of providing traveling expenses,

Hoping that all your plans are develdping satisfactorily for your going,

I remsin,

Very sincerely yours,

JEV./MAB
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June tweniy eighth
1R9R1E:

Dr. John F, Downey,
37 lMellen ‘‘treet,
Cambridee, Macs.

Jear Lr. Downey:

In reply to your letter of June 27th I am herewith enclosing
you check for 385400 covering the deposit which you have maid upon your tickets
f r the SS EM XESS OF XU4SIA, sailing ‘ctober 5th, and assure you that we are
ver; ¢lad to iearn that you have secured satisfactory -ccommodations. 4s a
matter of faet if you nad advised s we could have had the reservation trans-
ferred to New York and in that case we would have avoided the necessity of mak-
ine the denosit upon the tickets as the Board is never require. by the Steam:hip
Comnanies to make such devosit. If payment has not actu:lly been made by
you this still can be dine, You do not state in your letter to me that you
have paid the money over but in your letter $o kr, .illiams (opened by me as he
ie away in Cleveland and rittsburg and h s requested me to ocare for his mail)

I understand you to make such a statement and ' am therefore sending you check
covering your disbursement.

Ver sineerely yours,

Treasurer

CL=D
inclosure

PeS. +@ note that you cuote the price of the ticket =8 $188,7% each. OQur
'rice at missionary rates 18 168,75 plus ..5,00 war tax,
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June 30, 1916

Prof. John F. Domey
Anthony Cottage
Jamestown, Ke Ie

Dear Dr. Downey:

Qur treasurer, Mr. Carter, remitted to you for
your $85 deposite. Certainly you could not undertake to travel
out second-class, that is in second-class cabin altho given
first-class accommodations. I came over that way and if you could
have been assured of the whole cabin to yourself you would exper-
jence no diecomfort. I am glad you have a reservation secured
on the "Empress" for October 5. There 1s a fine néw stezmey, the
Venezuela, sailing from San Francisco on September 10 on which our
office has just secured seservations. This steamer is as large
as the Shinyo or the Tenyo, ie an o0il burmer and first-class in
every respect. The reservation is for odme of the best rooms on
the promenade deck. The voyage would be broken at Honolulu, which
wo .1d be a very pleasant diversion for you. It occureed to me that

with this reservation as an alternate you might eontemplate changing
to the Venezuela. :

It has occured to me thet thru your wide acquaintance with
men at present on the faculties of the universitjes here or with young
men preparing for teaching as a life work that you may know of strong
and promising men who could be added to our faculty in blology, physics,
or chemistry, and also in English. While our resources are limited
wermust straighten our faculty in these departments at the earliest
date and if we knew of specially strong and promising men avallable
the matter of support might be attended to much more easily. I should
be glad of any suggestions you may have.

Hoping that you are having a pleasant summer, I am

very sincerely yours,
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July 13, 1916

Dr. John F. Downey,
Anthony Cottage,
Jamestown, R, I,

" Dear Dr. Downey:

i wae very much interested in what you wrote in your last letter
of ar exge'ent man in English, whe was in the Department of English at Adelber}
College. 1 shculd like to know more sbout him, Where did he take his college
course and what special work has he decne in English; his age -~ is he married?

1 slways feel in an swew:rd positicn in making these inqukries, for we

have not the funds in hand to call one directly to the work, We can sometimes
secure the funds better when the man avail!able is known,

I have felt a great burden, since my return, for the medical department
of the University, and how we are going to provide for the medical work in the
city. After full conference with Dre Buttrick of the China Medical 3card, in oom~
pliance with his request, I prepared a statement of a proposition for the support of
the hospital for the medicel board, and alsc for the support of teschers in the pre-
medical work of the college, Dr. Buttrick assured me that my propos.t.cns would
have his hearty support and that he thought they would meet with the approval of
the board. If they provide for the support of three men in biolcgy, chemistry, and
physics on the college steff, it will greatly strengthen my hands in securing the
support of the additional men in dhet departments.

I hope you are having a pleasant summer, . leave lew York this week for a
visit with my mother an@ femily in Chio, and expect tc be there several weeks. ily
mail will be forwarded, as usual, from the office here.

Singerely yours,

J. E. w.-m.

Iy
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TRANSFER

August 18, 1916

Mr. John F. Downey
Niverville, New quk

Dea» Mr. Downey:

The request in your letter of July 24
wgs turned over to dr. Carter, our treasurer, to ar-
range for the fund.

I hope you have been having a fine motor
trip and thzt you are both feeling greatly recuperated
-nd refreshed by it. I have been back in New York for
about two weeks, called back for conferences with
Mr. Brockman and others of the Y. M« C. A« I am leav-
ing this afternoon for a couple of weeks in Ohio. 2lease
address me at New York address as usual.

I shall rnot knov the decision of the China
.Jedical Board about our proposition until about the
midale of September. I expect to be back in New Yomk
about the 5th or 6tn of September.

Very sincerely yours,

JEV/uB
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September 5, 1916

Prof. John ¥F. Lowney
802 Fourth Street, L.k.
#inneapolis, iinne.

Xy deazr rProf. lowney:

In response tu your letter of

August 30 juet received I am herewith enclosing you

check in the gmount of {515, balance of the travel
allowance arranged for between you and ir. Williams.
I am very glad to learn that with the certificates
sent you you have ned no difficaulty whatever in se-
curing missionary rates.

Trusting that the Woyage out may be pleasant,

Very sincerely yours,

Assistant Treasurer




Gl € oy

The Aniversity of Mimesnts

" @ollege of Science, Literature, and the Arts
Miuneapolis
MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM .

y . I %/4”%

7 = »7! . 57/9’/9-

# o //E////Z/
’ %/Ziiiz:wxv’ |

e &4% /é(f/f/
)

f?%fx”/ Ay

4
A%/M a///?ao//év/




Nan kine

September 20, 1916

Dr. John F. Downey
Fassenger, S.8. "Empress Russia"
Vancouver, British Columbia

Tear Ir. Lowneys

I hope the oper-air recreation during the
summer has grestly invigorated irc. Lovmey and yourself and
that you are fecling perfectly vell apdyou start off on your
journey for China. I was in conversation the other day with
Ir. Pirt. f the Cornegie Foandatin. and he seems 80 very pleased
that you ure (oing ous {or tuis epperiment. ie also anded tha
they were =0 sorry thot tae limltations of Xre Cornegie's Vound-
ation prevented them from enserifii in to the work in Chéna.

I am still in frequent conferences with Dr. :tuttrick and
othere of the Caine Jedicsl %oerd trying to secure = final settle-
ment of whet share they will teke in our enterprise. [ vas in hopes
that I ¢ouid send word of the finzl srrangcment by tiic mall but
thet has not been possille.

Jpon your arrival at opnanghal yoa wiil provadbly find it
more comforteble to ¢0 to thc sstor House or the Palace .otel.
About nall of the missionary vody ¢o To tae }'vans iliseionary Home
in Shanghai. It'#srates are about ? Mex. a day. Ir. Bowen will
be on the lookout for you. However, I should agvise yoar wiring
hiv &8 soon as you arrive in Shanghal.

Vishing you a bon voyage and & happy ti e in Japan and a
hapoy meetirg at Nankin: vhere all are . repered to velcome you,
I rerein

Moct sincerely yours,

P.S. I am sending, under separate cover, one of President
Bowen's report just received.




March 20, 1918.

Dr. John F. Downey,
10 Woosung Road,
Shanghai.

etter came in this morning. There ie nothing

3 I am writing you. The city is not guaraatined
not the fault of the foreign doctors. They
their best to try to get it quarantired.

g very much - perhaps owing to two ceases: iirst,
e business element of the city, who do not wish
interfered with, and, secondly, and perhaps more
becauce of tne military people, who are more or less
ysome fighting not far from Nanking snd they wish
ions VYo be opean. However, the officials heve desig-
mhylace where those who are sick can be isoclated, and
Gapp taking some precautioans to quarantine places where

Yhe doctors have found the plague bacilli in a man
who was cuddenly taken sick by the foreign school and had all
the other symptoms of plapgue. He had come from Pengpu vhere
plague is known to have been, so the doctors are guite con-
vinced it is plague aad are doing all they can to control the
matter and the officials are beginning to do something.

It will be highly inadvisable for yocu to come to
danking at this time, 1 21 sure. Practically =21l of our stu-
dents have left; in fact all who can leave have gone and we
are keeping everything clcsed down. However, we are planning
to keep the students working through correspondence so that
they can t:zke¢ the ewuminatidns whenever they 4o come back. In
case you have any trunks or boxes here that jyou wunt seant down,
let us inow as thore are people going domn froa tine o time
and we willi try to cet them dowa to you. Of course, wo have no
idea how long present conditions will obtain or wnether or not
the officials will ubtimutely stop communications. A1l the
foreigners and students cai a few of the soldiers are going
arownd with n1asus on thelir faces. 1 belisve tine doctors reporé
sixieen wuthenticated deaths and eighteen or twency additional
caseg, more or less doubtful.

With very greal regrets that we cauaadl probably have
ou here %mgediatelv and hoping that thinge will clear up in
Yhe near future so that you tan come,
Very cordially yours,

008 |
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The University of Nanking,
JouN F. DowNEy.

Doctor Downey is Dean FEmeritus of the College of Arts and
Sciences in the University of Minnesota and is Lecturer on Mathematics
in the University of Nanking. :

In the midst of the world's oldest, but least progressive,
civilization, with its hampering traditions, superstitions, and
reverence for the past, surrounded by the low, unheated,
windowless houses that are little different from those that
were here a thousand years ago, in an ancient walled city
that was long the capital of China, stands the University of
Nanking, an Americau institution offering modern education
and teaching Western ideals. The young Chinese are seizing
with avidity this education and gaining in some measure
these ideafs.

The University is supported by seven religious denom-
inations of the United States, vie., thre Methodist North, the
Methodist South, the Northern.Presbyterian, the Southern
Presbyterian, the Christian, the Northern Baptist, and the
Southern Baptist. Three of these, the Methodist North, the
Northern Presbyterian, and the Christian, by uniting in 1910
their educational work in Nanking, started the University and
the others joined afterward. In 1911 a charter was granted
to the University by the Regents of the University of the
State of New York, and its graduates receive their degrees
and diplomas from that body.

The University is composed of the College of Arts, the
College of Agriculture and Forestry, the School of Education,
the Language School, and a Preparatory School. Until last
year it had also a Medical School, but this was absorbed by
the Medical Schools established by the Rockefeller Board in
China. The University Hospital, however, with a staff
of four foreign and four Chinese physicians and surgeous,
eleven nurses, three pharmacists, a laboratory assistant, and
twenty-five coolie workers, remains. This is for Chinese
patients, and that it is doing a great work is seen from the
fact that nearly twelve hundred have been cared for in. the
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hospital during the past year and nearly twelve thousand
visits have been made by the hospital physicians upon outside
patients. By the generous gift of President A. J. Bowen, of
the University, a good hospital is now provided for foreign
patients.

The University grounds consist of seventy-five acres,
well situated. The upper part of the campus, adjacent to the
old, monumental Drum Tower, erected by one of the Emperors
of the Ming Dynasty, the beating of whose huge drum in the
olden time gave warning of an enemy’s approach, is occupied
by the College of Arts, with its educational buildings,
dormitories, hospital (for Chinese patients), and dwellings
for members of the faculty. A Science Hall, the gift of Mr.
Ambrose Swasey, of Cleveland, and two additional dormitories,
the gift of Madam McCormick, of Chicago, have just been
completed and are now occupied. Another dormitory, also
the gift of Madam McCormick, an Administration Building,
the gift of Mrs. Dudley Allen and Mr. John Severance, of
Cleveland, and a Chapel, the gift of Mr. Dwight Day, of New
York, have been begun and will be completed next year.

The middle part of the campus contains the gardens, the
nurseries, and the experimental plots of the College of Agricul-
ture and Forestry.

The next part of the campus is occupied by the Language
School. The building contaiuns ample class rooms and admin-

istrative offices, and is surrounded by a high brick wall,

Within the same enclosure in the process of construction
is an apartment building, which will contain rooms for
unmarried students, suites for married ones, dining hall, and
kitchens.

Across a lagoon from this is the oldest part of the campus,
now occupied by the Scliool of Education and the Preparatory
School. It is surrounded by a high brick wall, and a gate-
man is always on duty at each of the two gates. The enclo-
sure is well covered with substantial brick buildings, including
students’ dormitories as well as buildings for the educational
work. Beyond this, at the lower end of the campus, are several
dwellings for members of the faculty. The University has

3

twenty-five good brick houses, all of them surrounded by high
brick walls, for members of the faculty.

Of the sixty-five composing the staff of instruction and
administration in the University and its Preparatory School
more than half are Chinese, twenty of whom have received
degrees in American universities. This policy of filling so
many of the teaching positions with educated Chinese seems
an admirable one and it commends the institution to Chinese
youth.

The curriculum of the College of Arts is much like that
of small colleges in the United States. Whether the students
enter from the University High School or from similar schoels
elsewhere, they have been trained in English, and all of the
instruction in the College, except that in Chinese Language
and Literature and in Philosophy, is given in English.
However, most of the chapel exercises and Sunday services
for students are in Chinese. Frequently, by means of an
interpreter, an address is given in both languages.

The students are anxious to learn and most of them are
good workers. The members of my classes in Higher Algebra,
Trigonometry, Analytical Geometry, Differential Calculus,
Integral Calculus, and Astronomy pursue these subjects with
zest and obtain an intelligent understanding of them. ‘The
curriculuin provides nothing in Mathematics beyond Calculus;
but all of the students in that subject petitioned for work in
advance of that for this year, and this has been granted. This
is a good indication of their abxhty, desire to learn, and
willingness to work.

The College of Agriculture and Forestry is doing an
excellent work for the country. The Chinese government
has given it recognition by assisting it financially and by
transfemng to it the forestry students at Peking, while the
governors of four provinces have sent {01 it scholarship students
and the governor of a fifth has aided it by a money grant.
By action of the government and through the Colonization
Association the whole of Purple Mountain is available for
experiments in reforestation, and much of the mountain and
all of Beh-gih-goh Hill, which is within the wall, have been
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planted with trees, which have now had several years’ growth.
This is stimulating similar work in other parts of China.

We have here not only Chinese students under American
teachers, but, in the Language School of the University,
American and European students under Chinese teachers.
These are newly appointed missionaries, who spend their
first year in acquiring use of the Chinese language. Sixty-
eight of them were here last year, aud a fine lot of young
college people they were.

The large increase in the number of students this autumn,
especially in the College of Arts and the College of Agriculture
and Forestry, where it is fifty-five per cent, shows that as
fast as additional accommodations and additional facilities are
provided youung Chinese come to have the advantage of them.
This is very encouraging to us and ought to be gratifying to
the large-hearted donors who make the work possible. These
students come from twelve of the eighteen provinces of China,
from Korea, Java, the Philippines, Hongkong, and Hawaii.
It is thus seen that the University is not simply local in its
appeal, but draws from a large area.

While members of the faculty are chiefly occupied in
teaching their respective subjects, they are Christiaus of the
practical sort, and the evident sincerity of their faith and the
counsistency of their lives make a strong appeal to the young
men. Many who do not, on entering the University, accept
Christiagity become convinced during their course here of the
validity of its claims. Statistics show that sixty per cent of
the students in the College -of Arts this year are Christians.
The University V. M./C. A. is a strong organization and
many of the most promising students are active members of
it. Each year it holMs, in combination with its own indi-
vidual aud general work, a series of ‘‘decision meetings,”’
in which a number of prominent speakers present the various
phases of Christianity and the Christian life. These efforts
have resulted in leading many students to decide for Christ.
Three years ago this organization started a People’s Evening
School, for the benefit of those who could not attend the
regular schools. So great was the demaund for instruction
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that the number grew to five the second year, and to eight
last year, with sixty voluntary teachers from the student
body. The pupils are from fifteen to fifty years of age and
are mostly working people. To help in the support of these
schools the Y. M. C. A. gave, near the close of the year, a
highly creditable dramatic entertainment, which netted $370.

The students have literary societies, debating teams, or
oratorical contests, glee clubs, and athletics as in American
universities. One of the most active officers of the institution
is the Director of Athletics, and his commands have an
incisive ring that secures prompt execution. Association
football, baseball, basket-ball, volley ball, and tennis are
played, and track athletics and gymnasium work are well
supported. The Chinese, so far as I have observed, have no
out-door games of their own--indeed they have regarded
bodily exercise as degrading and would not even walk if they
had the price of a ride in a ricksha or sedan chair. It is
claimed that the introduction of foreign out-door games is
having a very wholesome influence upon the young Chinese.
To abide by the rules of the game, to be a plucky loser as
well as modest winner, to be able to take hard knocks cheer-
fully are lessons which they very much needed to learn, and
exercise they very much needed to have.

The influence upon China of the young men who go out
from this university and other foreign institutions of higher
learning will be very great. Equipped with a modern
education, their eyes opened to the deplorable conditions in
China as compared with those in Western countries, with
higher ideals than those of the average of their countrymen,
they will raise the standard of living, improve sanitary
conditions, eliminate some of the old evils of officialdom,
banish some of the superstitions that oppress the minds and
hamper the actions of the people, and, best of all, pass on to
others in increasing numbers the better knowledge and higher
ideals.
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July 2, 1918,

Dr, John F., Downey,
Peking Univereity,
Peking, China.

Dear Dr. & Mre. Downey:-

1 hope the various turnings and over-turninge, pneumonic plague, etc,
have not prevented the carrying out of your plan of spending snother
year in Peking. 1 am sure you will greatly enjoy the many interesting
thinge there, 1In many respecte 1 think Pekirng has n peculinr interest
gurpaseing any city irn the world, Ve gpent three monthe in Southern
California, mainly at Paradena and enjoyed it greatly, It ie esuch a
different climete and the habits of life are so different as to coh-
etitute a region in iteelf, It ie delightful to meet friends there,
the Wheelere, Ganhlee, Mres, McCormick and othere, We came on %o S.
Salem together, I epent part of thc day, and thnen hsd to come direct-
ly to Yew Yorz to =sttend a Board meeting of the Board of Trusteee,

In these etrenuoue war daye it ie difficult to get men together for
any other purnoge than to plan some war relief measure, You wonld
hardly know the United States to-day, War is about the only legitimate
bugiress., If you sre engared in anything elge, other than in the frmy
or Navy, or providing munitione or plannirg direct relief, you feel
you are a £lacker, It will not be easy to carry thru the program we
have in mind for advance work in China, However, we sre not giving

it up; we expect to succeed, Mr, Severance and his sieter increased
their gift for the central building by an additional $15,000. gold,
The most difficult phase of the work will be to secure the staff that
ieg reqguired,

Lilian and the children are still at their home in &, Salem where 1
am Jjoining them next week, We e&hall gll rusticate and farm for a
month or two. We are expecting to gettle next Fall again at Montclair,
After canvaseing the<#hole situation, it eeeme better to have the
girle attend the besk®iful new High School there, There ie a fine
etaff of teachere and it ie a delightful ,community to live in., When
we return to China we ghall probably sen‘Fthem again to Abbot Academy
to finish the course there, Harry and Jennie are now gettled in our
house., Wnat changee in a great time: I hope they will be as happy
ae we have alwaye been there, 1t will be delightful to re-aseemble
there ggain with you both upon our return. Lilian and the children
will all be Joining me in love to you both,

Ve-K, Very eincerely yours,
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July 2, 1918,

Dr. John F,., DNowney,
Peking Univereity,
Peking, China,

Dear Dr, é& Mre. Dovney:-

I hope the various turnings and over-turninge, pneumonic plague, etc,
have not prevented the carrying out of your plan of spending another
year in Peking, I am sure you will greatly enjoy the many interesting
thinge there, In many regpects I think Peking has a peeuligpr interest
gurpacseing any city in the world. Ve gpent three monthg in Southern
California, mainly at Pasadena and enjoyed it greatly., It ie such a
different climete and thc hahits of life are so different as to coh-
etitute a region in iteelf, 1t ie delightful to meet friends there,
the Wheelere, Gambles, Mre, McCormick and othere, We came on to S,
Salem together, I epent part of thc day, and then had to come direct-
ly to Yew Yorz fto =ttend s Board meeting of the Board of Trusteeese.

In thece strenuoiie war daye it ig difficult to get men together for
any other purmnoee than to plan some war relief measure, You would
hardly know the United States to-day, War is about the only legitimate
bugiriesse, If you are engaped in anything elge, other than in the army
or Navy, or providing muritione or planning direct relief, you feel
you are a £lacker, It will not be eagy to carry thru the program we
have in mind for advance work in China, However, we are not giving

it up; we expect to succeed, Mr. Severance and hie sister increased
their gift for the central building by an additional $15,000. gold,
The moet difficult phase of the work will be to sgecure the staff that
ig reqguired,

Lilian and the children are still at their home in §, Salem where 1
am Jjoining them next week, We ghall all rusticate and farm for a
month or two., We are expecting to eettle next Fall again at Nontelair,
After canvaseing the=®hole gituation, it eseems better to have the
girle attend the bea#®iful new High School there. There ie a fine
etaff of teachere and it ie a delightful ,community to live in, When
we return to China we ghall probably een‘Pthem again to Abbot Academy
to finish the course there, Harry and Jennie are now gettled in our
house. Wnat changee in a great time! I hope they will be as happy
ag we have alwaye been there, It will be delightful to re-ameemble
there ggain with you hoth upon our return. Lilian and the children
will all be Joining me in love to you both.

We-K, Very sincerely youre,
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Septenher 285xd4, 1919,

Rev. John ¥, Dowmey, Ph. D.,
1115 Pif$h Street, South East,
Minneapolis, ¥inn,

Degr Dr, and re, Downey: A

I was delighted to recelive your letter of September™
5th 8nd to know that you aze back safely home visiting smong your ™
people after yonr experienss in Chins, I am guatu Felleved that
you sre bagk safe and well after the mevere illnees that you under-
went there, and the stranwous life thet you led. I can feel now
that in mtalng you to go I 414 not act anwis and the expexience
varzanted &1l the outlay of time. I am writing this that it my
greet you when you get bask to your own home and are settled sgein.

Mze. Williams and I aze very pleased to know of your
route in zeturn and how {on have fared., I should enjoy some time
tolking over with you both yonr experiences in Po)ung which T am
cure were full of greetest interest. I should elso iko +6 know
your obsexvations upon the sduscatlonrl situation in the 1ight of
your wider experience vt Loth centers and your observation of con-
ditions in Chimm,

It h&s heen a heyd yesr to wocomplish mush for the
Jnlversity., -Inse ths firet of Apr{l I heve been acting as Lecre-
tary of the Forelgn Bonrd attendinging the coxrespondence of Dr.
~tanley White And his six mismlons while he was on & Joarney to
~yria for invertigaticn and study of the problems of reeconstruction
rfter the war, "1th the end of this week he returns to the offlce
and ay responsibilitier in thRt line will texminate. It was not
eaey to mcaomplish things for the iniveraity. Howaver, we have
‘been able to recure through the co-oguatlng Boaxds some $18,000.
to 1liguidate 81l Indebtedness through the low exchangs for the years
1917-18 and with the asrarance that the rate of two for one will
te continued from now on. “his was & great 11ft on current expenses,
We 2180 necured from the Xethodist Bomrrd *9,000 to parxche&se one of
thoee two residences and from the Dimciplee Rosrd 5,000 for &nothez.
%e secured 25,00 for bnilding the chapel. MNr. Iey keing willing
to utilize his ?15,000 in other lines, The Severances had to in-
orease thelr originel gift of 335,000 to 268,000 and it w11l require
even more to complete it. The bullding iz golng uz.upldly at present
I hope you were able to have & look in on Nenking Safore you re-~
turned, 1 em rPure you would have fowund the physiecsl aapeot of the
property very changed and I belleve you would have found a very great
development in the spirit and work of the rohool.




fiev. John F. Downey, Phe ieseseP?

Le mre planning to 8dd four or flve &ddifionsl men
to the dephrtment of igriculture and forestzry and thel:r support has
been secnred. 7Two men went over inte samnei.- Hr. Grlffing under
galary from us provided by the Cotton !1illowners' sssoclstion, &nd
2T, Os Co Cook from the igricultarsl lepaztment st “sahlngton, the
firet expert in the ni¥ed “tates in Cotton cultore.

r. &nd ''rs. Jltehey will go out next month., ir. TWin-
e 8n nttrectlve yoang mman graduste of ‘ooeter who took hle l.A. In
istromomy at Princetom,nfterwazde eomplated his feminaxy course ut
Asrtford, hae gone ont as instruetor 1n Ysthemmtlios. “r. &nd lixe.
leniels, very ettractive people, he graduated Minnesota ky the way
snd P & S Medleal, have gone to the hospital, Dr. Fellows, &
Chicago man, & dentist, hee #leo relleé on the nmpress the fourth
of Septemter. Xies Baner, & luboratory teehnialan who did all that werk
in the Howard ‘elly Hoapltal (n Baltlaore, has gone to the hospital.
t. and Mre., 1lmot from tne Christlan “hurch are eleo going to the
hogpital thls month. 50 you ees, wa tre ghthering up a few addition-
£l., It wig my hone that thie Fmll 1 «conld put & €aw things worth
while scress. 1 wlai ve mlght secars one-held million whieh would
rrovide adeqnria revenne {or the splarlez whilch we are now provid ' ng
from h&ad ta month, as & ware.

if Itam out .est T wi'l certalinly meke & polnt of
getting over %o 'lnne&polis 1o rea vou, Jur famlly Just at rresent
is very much soehttered, ¥»alth ham just entered )0bherlin &nd combkining
college rnd mumle ecoursa., Her mother look Doretiy te ikbott. I
hed to meke a hnurried trtp from Hew York to Northfield wheze we h&d
teen stopping, to btring Iary to ¥ew York for &n operation for
sppendicitis which »As performed on ‘onday the 16th. tha is getting
rlong finely, dear girlie, It wae Just csught in time, Jilekie is
out £t *ontolalr soing to rchool, with our fxilande the ipeers and I
em in ~ud ot of lew York sg usual., o that s the femlly story
just at present. 're. «lllisar w11l glve you more of the real
toucher of 't when ¢he cen write.

“1th effectionste regards to you both,

Very elncarely yours,
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