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Boston, Mass., May 16, 1919,

Dear Doctor Reed:-

I have a letter on my desk this morning concerning which
I want to ask a question. It 1s herewlth enclosed to you,

Tewksbury 1is the sogf of our former missionary in Con-
stantinople, and would rank, I supposée, as a Congregationalist. He
says, "I have connected up with the Presbyterian Board." This looks
like past tense. His reason 1s 2 very clear one, because he wants to
go back to Nanking, and we have no work there. But I want to ask a
question which relates itself to the intangible principles of commity
under which we work, as Boards.

Would it be yowr usual practice, in beginning corres-
pondence with a son of a former American Board missiomary, and & Congre-
gationalist, if he stated that he desired work 1n the Presbyterian field,
to write us, or would the case seem 80 clear, on the other hand, if he
wanted a fleld like Nanking that you would not think a note to us was
¢alled for? There 1s this strong reason on your side; namely, that
Tewkshury has never been a definite "aonlicagi" to the Board; that is,
his papers have never been fillled out.

I myself have been an offender in times passed, be-
cause we have never definitely stated the principles which govern in
this correspondence, Do you think anything could be done between the
8l x or eight largest Boards to draw up a statement of the principles of
comulty which we are all supposed to observe?

A letter from Doctor Brown, of yvouwr Board, brings up
another illustration. We had a young man named Gary Burke, who ought
to have gone to the Paptist Board and was interviewed by Huntington and
was written to several times. He finally turned down their call and
asked the Auerican Board definitely and as an applicant, for our needs
and openings on the field. After corresponding with him a year or more
favorably and successfully from both sides, he asked us for permission
to accept a one year's internship in rour hospital in Puerto Rico,
We thought he was our man finally, but had never made out papers or had,k6 3§
him approved. Doctor Brown now writes that since he is-a Presbyterian -3
and has been appointed by your Board, that we will doubtless be zlad to
have our Board put other openings before him after he has turned down
two offers, In the best of friendship and good will, I questioned the
right of Doctor Brown or the Presbyterian Board to appoint him, when he
had been loaned from our Board to yowr hospital, He never should have
received an offer from your Board under these laws of comaity, and if
he did apply to you I suppose you would agree with me that you ought to
have found out the fact that he had been in successful and favorable




Doctor Reed 5/16/19

correspoiidence with us for two years and that the Presbyterian Board had
no claim on hiw whatsoever until he Joined your Presbyterian Church in
Puertio Rico, My own view is that he should have been reminded of his
correspondence with the Amerlican Board and should have been turned back

to us without encourasement from vour Board, so far as I can see the Tacts
(&) ]

from his letters since Jamary, 1917,

I have fully expressed my approval of his going with the
Preshyterian Board now, if he prefers that, and have no feelings whatso-
ever acainst his jolining you, knowing he will do splendid service for
the Fingdom under either Board, but I think Jou have dropped a stitch
in this corregpondence, and am awaiting word from Doctor Browr to that
effect, or else,to have revealed to me a new interpretation of the ap-
parent facts that I do not now see.
Needless to se am writing you in the usual spirit of
*1lowship and good wil and affection, for these things are
2cks on a plate glass : Doubtless you will wish to call
n to similar breaches ? almed breaches of comunity,

Enclosure

DBT/H

To Doctor Orville Reed,
156 Fifth Ave., New York City

|
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May 12th, 1910,
My dear lir. Eddy,

Your letter to me has been a-
nong my unanswered mall for over a morith now,
8o on this the last day of my work this term
at Union I hasten to reply.

My plans briefly are two years
in New York, then a speedy return to China.
Since coming to America three years ago this
July, I have coannected up with the Presbyterian
Board, simply because my destination :
and always has been Nanking, where my good old
American Board has as yet no work. I was sor-
ry of course that this change in place neces-
sitated a change in denominational connections,
but we're all working toward the same end, and
1t doesn't make any difference in the Field
what one is,so long as he is a Christian.

I should love to have a long
talk with you whenever you are down this way.
Will you be in Northfield this June? I anm play-
ing the "box of whistles" again this year|

Very cordially yours,

e S adiabe /’m%mfw% .




June 26th, 1919,

Rev. D. Brewer Rddy,
14 Bescon Street,
Boston, Mass,

Dear Mr, Eddy:

Dr. Orville Reed has called to my attention the
legitimate question you raise a® to the procedure of the
Presbyterian Board in beginning correspondence with
Mr. Gardner Tewksbury, a candidate for appointment under
the Board, without first taking np the matter with the
Board under which his father was at one time a missionary,

I em writing to state that Dr. Keed began the
correspondence at my request and naturally assumed that
if there was any question at that roint it would have bheen
met by us in the University of Nanking,

¥r. Tewksbury's own letter will indicate why it
did not occur to us to raise any question at that point,
There was no intention of not observing most scrupualonely
the rulss and spirit of conity,

Gardner spentt five years in Nanking, completed
his preparation for college and graduated with a B.A. from
the University. His purpose was early determined, - to
teach in the Theological Seminary at Nanking, in which pur-
rose his parents were in the fullest aecord and all his
friends,

Now that the question of comity 1s raised, would
you regard the ahove considerations as adequate in fsce of
any or all claime of comity,

The whole responsibility for the correspondence
rests with the anthorities of the Seminary ana University
at Nanking and not with Dr. Reed who was asked to lend the
service the Candidate Department in secur ing the usunal
data, medical and otherwise, required before final appoint-
ment can be made,

With kindest regards,

Sincerely yours,

JEW M .
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7. Y0rk, e Ya
"y\ My dear Willians:-

Let me correct your lstter in one rarticular. Gardner
was never a "candidate."M He was mrely in a reneral way in our comunity.
50 in your using that word, Jou Save me a semblance of a clzim upon him
and 2gein you srant me too much in Jowr generosity. In addition, I had
forrotten that he was coing back to the sane institution that oraduated

Of course, you have a vrior eclaim therasin and your richt to him is
complete and uncuestioned.

I have had several talks with Shaowu Chuan about him and half
hoped lLie might be with us in North China but never had any real encourage-
ment from QTewksbu-y thst we might ¢2ll him a candidate. Thanik you for the
generous spirit of your letter. DPlease let Dr. Reed see this. 1y apolo-
gles are 'ue for raising the question.

Heartily yours,

[
f
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University of KRuanking
Novembsr 1i, 16350

Dr. ®mn C,Fuiilizld,

imarigan Boord of Coumsissioners for
Porgign Mlssions,

Boston, Hags.

My dear Dr.fairfield:

i believe I have not formally comaunicated to you the action
taken by the Board of Founderg at its racent meeting inviting the Ameri-
can Board of Coumissiocners for Foreign missions to become one of the
missicuary oiganizations participating in ths Talversity of FKankling.
Thic action veads:as followss=-

"VOTED that the Board of Founders express to the American
Board of Commizgioners for Foreiga k.osgiors its
wazm hope that this organization may find it possi-
ble to become one of the Migsion Boardas participating
in the University of Nanking; this participation to
consist, in ite initial stage, ¢f the appoiatment and
support of & staff member in the College of Agricul-
turs =nd Porestry."

We sincerely hope that the imerican Board will find it possi-
ble in the near fulure to accepi tids invitation. Mr.csizner has kept
the Boar: of Founderg informed of the conversations he has hnd with you
relative to the posoibility of the appoialment of Mr.figgs; and the
Board has been hearty in ite approval of this proposal.

Very cordislly y ure,
 BaG-H : B A GARSIDE

CC: Mr.Reisner
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| INOEXED )

e S e Y Y T LY Y

My dear Mr. Garside:

I find here y.ur letter of Nov-
ember 12th communicating to the Board the warm hope
of the Board of Founders of Nanking University that
the American Board may find it possible to become
one of the Mission Boards participating in the Uni-
versity of Nanking. This letter will be brought to
the attention of the Prudential Committee in connec-
tion with the further study of the question of Mr.
Riggs! appointment.

From such indications as there are, I am in-
clined to believe that the American Board will be in-
clined simply to assign Mr. Riggs to the work at Nan-
king for a period of years without thereby asking for
recognition on the governing boards or regarding it-
self as committed to definite participation in the Uni-
versity. I gathered from the conversation with Mr.
Reisner that such an arrangement wo.ld be satisfactory
to the University. One of the greatest difficulties
in the appointment of Mr. Riggs is the beginning of re-
lationships with a new union institution, a relationship
whose future outgrowth is quite impossible to determine.
I hope to get this matter cleared up before starting for
Japan.

Very gincerely yours, .

C. Fairfidld.

WCF : pb
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5 PRI I . 3
Leur ir. LKeisner: INDEXZD

S U PR TR TN W YR

I am very happy %o tell you that the aAmerican Board has at .iength
taken action in reguard to the guestion of Mr., Charles H. Riggs join-
ing the st&fi of the Agricultural uvepartment of Nunking un1Ver51ty on
his return to China. ‘he vote taken by the Frudential Committee yester-
day wus zs follows:

"That nev. Charies H. Riggs of the Shaowu liission be authorized
tc accept the invitation of Nanking University to join the steff
of the Agricultur=z1l bDepartment of that institution on the under-
stunding with tne university that tae americon Board will be
commltted to nc further ccoperation in the support of the uni-
versity than the support of Lr. Riggs sand his family, and thet
Mr. RHiggs shall prolong his fur¢0umn for a year if necessary

for the completion of needed study."

Tnis vote w.s teken on tie clear understunding that the American
poard would be comniitted to no share in tne current expenses of the
University, «nd on tine furtner understending tnat if any mcney desig-
nated for ir. iiggs's work out not for his perscnel support shculd
come into our Lands and should be applied toward the general budget of
the vniversity, the uUniveisity would in turn provide & correspording
amount towzrd ir. Rigss's surport. 1t did not seem worth while to
try to empody this understanding in the vote of the rrudential Com-
mittee, but we would be giad to have assuruice Irom ycu that the uni-
versity agrees to this arrangeicnt.

i'he latter part of the vote relutes to an extansion of Lr. Riggs's
furlough. Cur present underst.nding is that he very much desires to
complete a year's work iu tuion Semlusry and. that he wil}, after the
seminary work is rinished, wish a periocd of study in Agricultural iines
at cornell or elsewnere. 1he question of wnether or not he shouid have
a full yesar in cornell is one that can be decided: “in -the light of your
best judgment end uis own, and the needs of the work of the university.

As r. higgs is in New York, I trust you can ccenfer with him as may -be

needed.
You will understa 1 &am sure thut the americen Board has takegtthis
anking uni e 1s assuming commit-
action assi ning Lir. gs to sanking LhLVGISlty}thhS as g
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" Reisner--2

ment to new work,only because of our conviction that Mr. Riggs can
make his greatest coutribution to the Christian provement in China
through serving in the University.

rleuse accept my best wishes for 19Z1.
Sincerely yours,

SEE

(Mrs., lLucius Q.lLee)

/02“\:/’ /,\5/6
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Boston, kass.

Yo denr lirs,Leas

I heve just received m De n John H.itolsner a letter
in whish he coumrents on the léL‘:; you wrote him December 71, 1930,
Se Mr.iecisnar wkites as fol-

-,
»

75 . 1 - ? 43
kKreona rs.Charlies HeXlg

vou kindly write to Kro.lee stiting that alter con-~

rition here st Nenking, ths De:ms of the College of
agriculturs snad restry have expresssd their desire thut
Mr.Bigse curry out the sugsesticn that his besn made of
his tzking un ext 1t Cornell"”,

ar of work

nossible for the amer-

it will be

m:y b2 neceesiry to permit

furlou. llow him to esremd thie

Cornell.

BaG=H ]
B A GARSIDE

CC: Mr.ieisner




COMLITTEE OF YENCHING COLLEGE l'("? HONEN

Your letter of April 27 ‘is here this morning. T have, as
written to lVrs, Freme ¢ covering br-n_.e"%' the wvarious

- of the Yenching College Commit-
matters covered by votes Y-477

g
letai’ "1'; rerard to votes Y-467

; t
j2.40) ‘ﬁto qny
would "or“"” he ver eloful to iirs,., Frame

! nancial :

rﬂﬂt ure and
have a second
'.n accnﬂi with

The
ter can be
will

a)

Lucius 0, Lee)
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e

Mr. B. A. Garside
New York, N.Y.

S . it LKl g
Dear wr. uarside: ! LR ED }

I am glad to tell you that at the meeting
of the Prudential committee on ‘luesday atrternoon
it was voted to extend the furlough of Rev. and
Mrs, vharles n. Riggs for one year from August
5, 1981, that wr. xiggs  mayt pursue further
studies in preparation for his new work in the
College of sgriculture and Forestry of wanking
university.

I am reporting this action to wmr. niggs,
and L know that he wili be glad to have any ad-
vice you may wish to give him in regard to plans
for next year.

Sincerely yours,

- 2
ké;‘,«_.);‘& /I:I' L€

(Mrs. Lucius 0. Lee)
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Nanking

Mr. B. A. Garside
150 Fifth Avenue
New York City

Dear Garside: INDEXED

I should have written before to put in
writing the bad news which I reported to you verbally
more than a week ago, that under the pressure of the pre-
sent financial circumstances the American Board has felt
itself unable to carry out its purpose to send Rev.
and Mrs. Charles H. Riggs to Nanking University for work
in its Department of Agriculture and Forestry. I had
already reported this matter to Mr. Reisner with whom I
had had a.l my correspondence about it, but he reminds
me that I should write officially to the University.

The decision was reached with very great reluctance
and solely upon the grcund that such an assignment of
Mr. Riggs would be an essentially new responsibility for
the Board which it did not seem fair to undertake in view
of the many old responsibilities which we are unable to
meet under present circumstances. We understand that
while Mr. Riggs would be of considerable value in
strengthening the Department of Agriculture, nevertheless
it would be largely additional offeringsin the program,
in addition to making better provision for the supervision
of the experimental work of the students. OQur greatest
regret comes, of course, in the decision involved to place
Mr. and Mrs. Riggs on the "reserve list" of the Board and
to ask them in these difficult times to find a place
where they can be of service in America. We can only hope
that cut of this terrible situation with regard to the
personnel of our Board there may come a fresh realization
among the churches that their gifts cannot be reduced with-

impunity.

Very sincerely yours;

nn C., Fairfield
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Nanking

Mr. J. H. Relsner
Agricultural Missions Foundation
419 Fourth Avenue, New York City

INDEXED
Dear Mr. Reisner:

Thank you for your letter received yester-
day. I was wondering whether there had not been some mis-
understanding with regard to the possible source of help in
getting Mr. Rigegs ek to China. Just before your reply came
I received a letter from Mr. Riggs himself in which he told
me about the whole situation and raised the question whether
the American Board would be ready to spread over a period
of five or 3ix years the approximately $3000 which we have
jndicated our willingness to spend next year in helping him
to find his way into American 1ife. While no vote has been
taken on the subject, I have talked the matter over with
the officers most directly concerned and also with the chair-
man of our Sub-Committee on China and they are all heartily in
favor of doing what Mr. Riggs suggests. Since it will enable
his return to China without any greater expense to the Board
than has been estimated in the budget for the next five years,
I believe there is no question about ultimate approval.

From the point of view of Mr. Riggs'security, pos-
sibly the most important consideration is his statement that
you have recommenddto the University that they take some
action guaranteeing his support even if some of the personal
gifts should fall through. If that can be done, I shall feel
much safer about it than if they should venture out on the
rather uncertain basis of promises from a rather unorganized
group of people beyond the amount in sight from the Cornell-
in-China Club, the income on the endowment and the American
Board. I am very glad thatyou discouraged him from the idea
of going out and risking a lower basis of support than the
standard University scale, as in a community like that, there
are inevitable requirements in the common life which cannot
well be avoided. I hope very much that Nanking Oniversity
may fall in with your suggestions and that it may be possible
for them to go out.




L3

Reisner --2

Since the University would be in a situation of
guaranteeing the remainder of the salary, it might be wise
for them to be counted primarily as missionaries of Nanking
Oniversity and certainly they would work under the direction
of the authorities in Nanking University. At the same time,
Mr. Riggs i1s loath to sever his connection with the American
Board as are we, and it would seem desirable to keep his
name on our list of missionaries if a portion of his support
1s to come from our churches. We have a numberof mission-
arels who are entirely supported by institutions, but who
still desire to have their connection with the American Board
maintained and we hope that after thisperiod of years it
may be possible for the American Board to resume their responsi-
bility, although it must be clearly understood that the Board
is prepared to commit itself only to the extemt of a total
equivalent of one year's maintenance for the family in this
country.

With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,
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COPY for Garside

Mr, John H. Reisner
Agricultural sdissions Foundaztion
413 Fourth Avenue, N, Y. C,

Dear Mr., Rdsner: INDEXED

e MG

We do not want to get into the Gaston
and Alphonse attitude on tuis business of voting on
the support of the kiggses, but I am juite sure that
the formal vote here will be taken only when the pro-
Ject is set up and we cannot get action now hefore
June 28, I think it would be proper for you or Mr.
Garside to iniorm Nanking OUniversity that the Americzn
Board 1s favoraoly consi.ering spre:ding its zppropria-
tion over tihe period of years or that it is pra:tically
certainto do so if the DUniversity can cover the necessary
guarantees incluaing travel. 1 am sending a copy of
this letter to Garside, as I understand he has my last
letter.

Very sincer<ly yours,

Wynn C, Fairfield
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Dr, Wynn C, Fzirfield ; June 20, 1032
e

American Board, z2nd would solve s great many diff'iculties. The second
alternztive would be to have him go out under appointment by, and under
support of, the Doard of Trustees of the University of Nunking. That
would mezn that we would take direct responsibility for all payments
m:de to him, «nd would make collections from the ‘merican Board, and
from tho other speciulized sources of support.

While we all recognize that the ..zerican Board at this
time wishes to avold any comsitment, cor even implication, that it will
regume the support of Mr. sana lrs. itiggs as regular micsionariss by your
Poard at any time in the futurse, neve?theless, we all sarmestly hope
this will even®t *= .s soon a8 the present economic crisis has been
gufely passeds. We believe that the work o ch Mr. and Mrse. Riggs would
a0 ..t N.unking would be of such direct intercst and value to the American
Board 48 to justify their carrying on this work under your support.
liowever, this question must remuin ununcwered for the present and the
thing we are diresctly interested in now is that ths arrangement:s we
are now making shall be such as to'lsive the wiy opem to s zh 3 re-
newal ©f rel:tionships at any tiwe in the future thait this wuy be

. feasible,
Vary sincerely yours,

.

B A GAFRSIDE

LAGSW
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AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISS IONERS
POR POREIGN NISSIONS
14 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass.

June 23, 1932
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‘r. B. A. h"“. .-. e
China Union Universities INDEXED ]
150 Fifth Avenue

New York City

Dear Garside:

I just sent off the letter with the vote conserning the mimutes
of the last meeting of the Fukiem Board of Trustees. I have also checked
through the correspondense with your office in May and find that apparently
the action of the Prudential Committee with regard to the appropriation
to Fukien Christian University for the year, July 1, 1932 to Jume 30, 1933
was not reported to you. I was absent several days after the meeting of
the Prudential Committee in question and did not ecatch the omissiom.

You have already been informed in conversation of the faet that
appropriations for Union Universities in China have come from two sources,
the current undesignated inecme of the Board and the ineome of the Higher
Edueation Endowment Fund. In eomnectiom with the retrenchment program which
was adopted on March 29 and April 12, it was woted to place the entire
responsibility for these appropriations om the income of the Higher Educatiom
Endowment Fund. This placed an added responsibility of about $6800 on that
ineome. When the responsible committee met to comsider the situatiom and
make appropriations for the coming year, it was proposed to take ascount of
the faot of the unprecedentedly high rate of exchange which has contimued in
China and therefore the gold appropriations toward university budgets were
reduced by 20%, in the belief that the remaining 80X at 4:1 would produce at
least the amount of Mexican that the full amount at 3:1 has been produeing.

As a result, the total appropriations from the American Board for
the institutions in which you are interested for the year July 1, 1832 to
June 30, 1933 are as follows:

Fukien Christian University $4,000
Yenching - general budget 2,800
Yenching College for Women 800
Yenching University - in lieu of

salary of Dr. Lfew 1,800




&t J=FZ

It is possible that Nrs. Lee has reported to you on Yenching
University in another file. The appropriation for the College for Women
was r educed beyond this 20X to the figure which we understand the other
Boards interested are earrying on its budget. The figure for Dr. Lew's
salary was kept the same on the basis that it was regarded as the equivalent
of a foreign salary. We share your perplexity over the problem of finaneing
the Universities under these circumstances, yet in the face of the problems
which we face in common with the other Boards, are having to make all
possible economies.

Te hope to reach a decision with regard to Mr. Riggs at the meeting
of the Prudential Committee on Junme 28th, provided that there is substantial
assuranee from the Nank University group in China that they are prepared
to assume the guaran responsibilities suggested in Mr. Riggs'! letter.
You will, of sourse, report to us the cabled reply from the field as soon
as it comes with any other information which we ought to have. It will
probably be difficult to get a definite vote from the American Board until
there is some assurance that the whole matter may go through. Even now,
there is question on the part of some members of the staff whether we ought
to make 8 commitment even of $500 or $600 a year that will bind the Board
for five or six years. On the other hand, many of us hope that this
arrangement w'll make it possible for the Board to resume full support of
Mr. and Mrs. Riggs upon the sompletion of this period.

Cordially yours,
/S/ Wynn C. Fairfield
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AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

14 BEACON STREET - BOSTON. MASS.

° ASSOCIATE SECRETARIES
SECRETARIEN FOI‘elgIl Department MISS MABEL E. EMERSON

MRS. LUCIUS O. LEE WYNN C. FAIRFIELD, D. D.
ERNEST W. RIGGS

ALDEN H. CLARK, D. D.

MEDICAL SECRETARY June 29, 1932

MARK H. WARD, M D.

ASSISTANT SECRETARY
HERBERT E. B. CASE

Mr. B. A. Garside
150 Fifth Avenue L
New York City  INDEXED
L, ey SR L

Dear Mr. Garside:

I should report to you at once that
at its meeting yesterday afternoon the Cabinet of the
American Board acting for the Prudential Committee
voted:

"That if the University of Nanking will assume
responsbility for the provisionaf the travel, sal-
ary and maintenance of Rev. and Mrs. C. B. Riggs
as members of its faculty, the American Board is
prepared to approve of their return to China and
to pay toward their salary each ye r of their term
a sum not to exceed $600 per year and in total not
to exceed the 3,000 which the Board would pay if
necessary during the fiscal year 1932-1233 if Mr.
Riggs were held in America and were seeking employ-
ment in this country."

This action is an interim action and must be approved

by two members of the Prudential Committee before be-
coming effective, but we have no doubt that they will
approve and unless you hear from us to the contrary,

it may be taken as settled. When the Trustees of

Nanking University have formally voted to accept this
responsibility a corresponding formal vote here will

be taken. There has been a little discussion between

Mr. Riggs and myself as to the amcunt which the Board

was prepared to pay. There would have been a certain
amount of uncertainty as to whether the Board would

have to mmeet all of this amcunt, so that it seemed wiser
to make the sum a round sum of either §500 for six years
which dr. Riggs has been figuring on or $600 for five years.
Neither of these will guite meet the usual American Board
term of seven years, but in order to secure approvel for
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this proposal at all it was necessary to show that it did
not exceed our alternative probable expenditures. I hope
that this will be satisfactory and will enable you to go
ahead from the University side of things.

Mr. and Mrs. Riggs will retain their rights and
privileges as missionaries of the American Board in the
Shaowu Mission, but it is understood that the direction of
their work will rest with the responsible authorities of
Nanking University in consideration of the very much larger
responsibilities which the University is assuming.

Very sincerely yours,

ynn C. Fairfidd

WCF:b
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Garside --2

been taken up with them? I know how anxious they are to get
back and that they will economize in every way they can.

No doubt the rules of Nanking University provide with suffl-
cient livberzlity for the needs of any member of the faculty,
and it is not necessary that we should understzand all the
details. I write of tese points only to make sure Mr. Riggs
hat a clear and correct understanding of thenm.

Cordially yours,

&.ile /3. 4%

(Mrs. Lucius 0. Lee)
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Dr. Falrtield, krs. Lee S July 15, 1938

for your accounting departnent, we oguld advauce a revolving fund whiech
would be pepleniched as you reperted expenditures.

lira. lee's letiar sowms rathor clesrly te contempiace the first
siternctive. Dr. Fairfield's letter, and the astien of the Prodential
Connittee which he quotes,would secm to lenve iLhe Wy open i'er ue to pursue
the second alternstiive, I aw uot sure wiktier that wes defiunitely con-
f:&upl‘ted.

Prom the standpoint of ir. eud irs. Riggs, it secms te no that the
second alternstive is much more jreferaile, iuey alrendy have quite & number
of years of servioce te their oredit under your Board, and I presume that their
equity in whatever retiremeni jlaa you uave for your wissionarics is quite a
substantial item. Their relatienships on ths field are with your nission,
Under the Amerlcan Bowrd their prospects for the fwoure would be definitely
nore w-bummummuwpmmsummm
mente made by the Unlversity im acder e secure their services. Far, if &t
wtmmfutmmgmmmmmwnpmm.wum
work thoy are not underteking should
sibility of contimuing their servies
Board ls carrying on in Chims
salaries snd allowanoes of the Univer
Possibly the University soale is
out down rocently as uost of
have not cut is that we have
cent yoars, kr. and krs. Riggs
University suppert sinee 1987.) Bus of course, w
ical cutting down oursclves beiore very lokg.

Fron the stundpelni of the University, I beileve we weuld definitely
prefer the second altermative, 3% is slmpler fram an admiaistrative steand-

ors under Missien Beard s, pointment.
sistance, the University weloomes the
sion Boards. OF courss we ope tuat with ths returs of aere soramal cendie
tions the Ameriesn Beard may some day be able te mssume the full
Yr.and ¥rs. igge, shough
oamitnent whatever on yowr part as to such
The ooat to the University and o the Ansriean
about the sume in axy event (it weuld be
Board under sither altermutive)e I presume
socond alternative, wish the University to
would be respesaible to yomu Beard fer all
the time of their sulling until they returned
lough Lenefits at the end of their term, less
irg. 2

I would like your judgnent s to whieh of
Anerican Boerd would prefer. A8 soon as that is
mzmtocwq.mnunm-u-mwwumuehu—
uatil thls fundementsl questien is agreod ypen.

Very oordially yours,
BAG/0 B A GARSIDE
Eneo.




July 15, 1932

Lo §/20
Dr. Wymn C. Fairfield
14 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass.

My dear Dr. Fairfield:

In the rush of other matters I have naglected to acknowledge receipt
of your letter of June 23rd. In this, you summarize the appropriations of
the imdwiean Board for Pukien, Yemching, and Yenching Woman's College.

We quite appreciate the seriousness of the finaneial situwation which
made it necessary for the Ameriean Board, in common with many of the other
Boards coopsrating in our Union Universities in China, to make substantial
reductions in its appropriations for the coming year. As a matter of acouracy,
it might be pointed out that we eannot hope to realise as much in loeal cur-
rency during the current year on a gold amount reduced by 20%, as was realized
on full amounts at the exchange rates prevailing during the past year, or even
during the past two or three years. There has been mo marked fall im the
price of silver during the last eighteen months or more, and meantime costs
in China have risen somewhat. Also, any talk of a large gain in exchange on
gold appropriations of Mission Boards toward the support of our universities
{s mythical, for our universities depend on these gold appropriatioms for all
the purchases they must make, and the salaries they must pay, im geld, and
only a small fraction of these funds are ever converted into loeal eurrency.
We are not arguing against the necessity of reductions at this time , but are
anxious that our Mission Boards will not delude themselves into thinking that
the situation is more favorable than actually exists.

Near the bottom of the first page of your letter you put the amount
for the general budget of Yenching as $2800. A letter from Mr. Belgher under
date of June 16th gives this figure as $2000. S8ince your appropriatiom for
1930-31 was $2600, we assume that the figure of $2000 for the coming year is
the correct one.

I have dealt in separate letters with the other items touched om in
your letter of June 23rd.

I hope that you will be able to get away this summer for a substantial
period of rest and recreation. The task of carrying Mission Board respomsibdil-
ities is particularly heavy in these days when dollars are few and demands
are unceasing.

Very cordially yours,




ROCKWELL HARMON POTTER, D.D., PRESIDENT FRED FIELD GO]DMM., :Emunv: VICE-PRESIDENT HAROLD B. BELCHER, TREASURER
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. ASSOCIATE SECRETARIES
SECRETARIES Forelén Department MISS MABEL E. EMERSON
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MARK H. WARD, M. D. L.

/
Mr. B. A. Garside y
China Union Universities ]
150 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York o b e ki b
L INDEXED

Nunking

My dear Mr. Garside:

During the past week I have had some correspondence with
Rev. and Mrs. Charles H. Riggs of Scotia, New York. We are all very
happy over the plan of this fine missionary family going out to
Nanking University. Mrs. Lee has just shared with me your recent
letter regarding their future status. She will wrote you more fully
regarding this matter.

This letter is to deal with the question of their health.
Mr. Riggs has sent me a medical report of an examination given both
Mrs. Riggs and himself ten days ago. I was glad to note that the
doctor rated them both in excellent condition, both physically and
nervously. Mr. Riggs states that a year ago the entire family were
vaccinated against smallpox and that he and Mrs. Riggs together with
the older children were inoculated against typhoid fever two years ago.
We make it a rule that for missionaries of the American Board both
these medical matters should be done every three years and therefore
the entire Riggs family comes under our rules. Mr. Riggs also reports
that the family have all had their teeth gone over this last month and
their eyes have been examined recently. If they are considered mis-
sionaries of the American Board I would give my final release to travel
plans being made for them for their journey back to China. Mr. Riggs
states that your office is attending to their sailing and asked me
therefore to notify you as soon as possible of my release. It is my
understanding that they are planning to drive by auto to the Pacific
coast, sailing sometime in August.

The bill for eight dollars has come in from the doctor who
gave them the examination. I am asking our Treasury Department to meet
this bill temporarily until it is definitely decided as to how their
traveling accounts are to be handled.

With appreciation for the interest that you have taken in
this matter, I remain,

Sincerely yours,

B T,

Mark H. Ward, M.D.
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Mr. B, A. Garside
150 Fifth Avenue
New York City

Dear Mr. Garside:

Your letter of July 15 in regard to plans
for idr. and idrs. Riggs comes while Dr.Fairfield is absent.
I have shared your letter with Dr. Ward. We both agree with
you in likin. the second alternative described in your let-
ter. Mr. Belcher is away, too, just now so I will not today
touch up n the details as to accounting snd handling of money
but am writing to Mr. and Mrs. Riggs in order to make sure
that they wish to continue missionaries of the American Board
on the understandings agreed upon. ,/

/

You think that University support might mean a
somewhat higher salary for them. This Board at present has
no missionaries in Nanking and so we are not sure just what
the basal salary for a family living there should be in com-
parison with the salary of a family in Peiping, for instance.
Our basal salary for a aissionary in Peiping is $1800 or was
before the cuts we have been obliged to make recently. Our
children's allowances and also the refit allowance is con-
siderably more than the similar zllowances of Nanking University
as given on the schedule you enclosed, so we think that the
total sup.ort if reckoned on a bzsis of regular American Board
appropriations will still be somewhat in excess of the total
supoort provided by the University. Our regular refit allowance
for a fanily is $285. The grant for a child under seven years
of age is one-tenth of the basal salary, for each child between
the ages of seven and thirteen 15%k of the salary and for a child
fourteen or over is 20% of the salary. This means that the
Riggs family would receive froum the American Bosrd §$180 for
their youngest child, $270 each for three children and $360 for
their boy, Frederick, who is just 15.

This brings me to a question which I know has caused
idr. and Mrs. Riggs considerable thought. 1 mean the gquestion
whether or not they should take Frederick back with them. Our
understanding is that they have finally decided they would like
to do so. The rules of the American Board require a special
vote of the Prudential Committee for the return of a child
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fifteen years or older,at Board expense. 1 am not sure whether
their taoughtis that Frederick would attend school in Nanking
or whether they would send him to Shanghai. In either case his
going will involve additional travel and presumably the matter
will need to have official action. This guestion also I am
raising with Mr. and Mrs.Riggs.

We will keepin touch with you in regard to any further
thinking at this end and any preference the Riggses themselves
may have. Dr. Ward is writing you in regard to the question
of who should handle the details and arrangements in regard to
their sailing.

Ever cordially yours,
] 7
W/3DC,L

(Mrs. Lucius 0. Lee)
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I'rees Incius 0. Lee

Ore lark He ¥ard

American Board of Comissioners,
14 Besoen Street,

Mﬂn, Yass.

¥y dear ¥rs. Lee and Dr. Ward:

This will asknowledge ressipt of letters from eash of vou, written
under date of July 18%h, with regard to the status of Mr. and ¥re. Charles H.
Riggs at the University of Nanking.

I an very much pleared to learn that the Ameriean Seard i: favoradly
inelined toward the seoand alSermative propesed in my letter of July 18t¢h. This
alternative was briefly, that the Riggs eontinue as regular missionaries of the
Amoricsn Soard, but that the Uniwersity of Wanking repay the Ameriean “oard fer
all expenditures you make in their behalf upen the speeial acpropriatiem of
G. £800 or G. £600 per vear which you have already voted for thems T have net
yot learmed from Mr., and Mrs. Riggs what thelr own preference may be, but no doudt
we will have some word from them within the next day or twe. Asspuming that this
srrangement is satisfactory to Kr: and Nrs. Riggs, I presums that our procedure
should be somewhat as followsi-

teosuse of the shertness of time, I can go through with ths arrangements
T have already undertaken for their cutgoing en the "Heiyo Narw", seiling frem
Los Angeles on August 17th and arriving in Shanghai September 8th. If vou se
desire, I ean also advance funds $0 esever their miscellaneous expenses en route,
together with thelr refit sllewanse. These advances for travel expenses and refit,
should, however, be made on your American Eoard basis, so I would avpresiate
further detalls as to whatnis involved. I understand that the refit allowanoce is
$228, but I do not know jJust what your regulations are as $0 travel expenses and
salary while traveling. As to salary, children's allowances, and other regular
and special allowances, it seems to me that these should be pald on the Amsrican
Board basis, and it betSer be handled by the American Board frem the “eginmning.
I presume that you would be willing to use the $500 of your $3,000 fund for the
Riggs ss a revolving fund fram whlech you could maks expenditures on these accounts.
Upen presentation of statementa as to dis'ursemsnts made, we could then relimburse
vou 80 a8 to maintain the original sum of the revolving fund. !owever, if seme
other arrangement then this would be more satisfactory, we sould undoubtedly earry
it th"“ﬂo




Mrs. lucius O. Loe
pr. ¥ark H. Ward MY 20. 1938,

I have talked informally with members of our Nanking Exesutive Cammittes
and find them in agreemsnt with this methed of handling the matter. Perhaps yeur
American n"oard will wigh some formal sstion by cur Wanking Board of Founders
set forth what we understand to de our responsibilities to the Anericen Peoard snd
to the Rigge. This could bs attended teo at the next meeting of our Nanking greup,
wtieh will take place early in the autumm.

Vrs. lee's letter ralses the question of whether or not the “iggs!
should tale ¢ eir som Frederiek with thems If shey are returming undor American
hoard appointment the legleal sourse would be for vou to deal with this in vour
regulsr wayes I am glad %o learm from Dr. Ward's letter that the question of
t elr heclth has heen satisfactorily cleared.

If the oreation of a revolving fund as suggested a“ove, iz found
prectlion le, the bill of 28,00 refsrrad to by Dr. Ward could be taken care of
oy Ll m(}.

Very cordially yours,

B A GARSIDE
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My dear Mr. Garside: | INDEXED 4

LRI

This is to tell you that the following
votes were passed by the Cabinet of the American
Board acting for tne Prudential Committee at its
meeting last Thursday:

NCTED that the return of hev, and Mrs. Charles

H. Riggs to China with refit ailowance of 225

be approved on the following understanding: that

the work of Mr. niggs be in the Agricultural De-
partment of the University of Nanking, that they
continue to be members of the Shaowu Mission,

that salary and allowances be at the Peiping rate
and that their support including refit, travel and
all allowances be provided by the University of
~vanking with the exception of 500 per year from :
the émerican board for & period of six years. //;//

VOTED that approval be given to the return to
the field with nis parents of rrederick, fifteen
year old son of sev., and Mrs, Charles H. Kiggs
of the Shaowu Mission.

We are leaving the detuils as to the handling of ac-
counts between the University lrustees and the Ameri-
can Board to yourself and Mr. belcher. Dr, ‘rairfield

is back from his vacation and he or Mr. Belcher will
write you within a few days. It is our uunderstauding
that you will secure a vote from the Trustees of the
University at their first meeting in the fell to the
effect that the University assumes full support of

Mr. Higgs and his femily with the exception of the 350C.
per year for a term of six years from the American Board.
We aussuredly hope that Mr. kiggs may do & fine piece

or work in Nanking.

Cordially yours,

Bt 19 e

EBL:dsk A (Mrs. Lucius 0. Lee.)
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Mr. B. A. Garside
China Union Universities
150 Fifth Avenue
New York City, N.Y.

e

Dear Mr. Garside:

I find in my mail on return from vacation your
letter of July 6th giving word of the budget for the China Union
Universities' Office for 1932-1933. Needless to say we appre-
ciate very much the action of the Supervisory Committee in work-
ing out a reduction in the budget which will help us out in our
budget planning for next fell.

I am enclosing herewith az check to your order
for One hundred dollars ($100.00) covering the gift from the Park
Congregational Church of Grand Rapids, Michigan, specifically
designated for Yenching. We have had correspcndence concerning
this in the past, and this time you can give us credit for send-
ing it along without having to be reminded.

I have just been catching up some of the corres-
pondence during my vacation time and find among other things a
letter from Charles H. Riggs who is going to Nanking University.
Most of the matters in Mr. Riggs' letter has been taken care of
as they refer to travel arrangements, but there 1s a question con-
cerning insurance and the pension fund, which questions I will have
to take up with you.

Mr. Riggs wants us to continue to hold an insur-
ance policy which we have here of his, make the premium payments
and collect from you. The premium is about $176 and is payable
annually in October. When we make the payment word will be
sent to you so that you can refund us and make the necessary de-
duction from the Nanking accounts. Will that be satisfactory?

i Mr. Riggs has sent to me a copy of the retirement
plan and annuity fund for the University of Nanking staff. I
have not read it through in detail, but I see in general it cor-
responds quite a bit to the Annuity Fund plan which we have. Ac-
cording to your plan I judge that the individual pays 5% (which
Mr. Riggs has indicated as being $90) and the University pays a
similar amount.
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--2 Mr. B. A, Garside

Mr. Riggs stated that he thought if he continued his
menbership in the Annuity Fund for Congregational Ministers the
University would contribute toward his membership in that fund the
$90 which they would contribute if he was a member of their own
plan. At the present time his annual dues in the Annuity Fund
for Congregational Ministers are $117, of which he personally pays
$25, $90 is paid by the income of a fund raised for the purpose of
aiding on these annuity payments, and $2 is paid by the Board.

There would be an advantage in his continuing in this plan since

he would be able to receive the $90 income from the Pilgrim Memorizl
Fund. If the University would contribute $90 this would make a
total of $180 that would be set aside each year, the same as the

your University plan. With this $90 contributed by the University
and $90 contributed by the income of the Pilgrim Memorial Fund the
only difference would be that Mr. Riggs personally would not be mak-
ing any contribution only the $90 contributed on his behalf by the
Pilgrim Memoriel Fund on account of his standing as a Congregational
Minister. If there is any other information in connection with
this that you would want to have, please let me know. I will appre-
ciate hearing from you whether or not the University would contribute
toward his membership in our Congregational Fund.

As I understand the arrangement for Mr. Riggs, the
American Board is responsible for $50C a year to be paid over to the
Trustees of the University on account of certain church gifts which
we receive for Mr. Riggs' support. Presumably we would make this
contribution in January or February when our churches close their
fiscal years. If there are any points in connection with the under-
standing of Mr. Riggs' support that we should clear further, please
let me know.

Personally I am mighty glad that the University is tak-
ing Mr. Riggs. I was associzted with him a few years in China, and,
of course, have continued the personal contacts. We were sorry to
come to the decision of not keeping him on in American Board work,
but we simply could not carry on and develop for financial reasons
the type of work that Mr. Riggs can do. In an established institu-
tion like Nanking he can bring out the best of his abilities and be in
a work that will be a satisfaction both to himself and his wife.

Yours cordlally, Z

Treasurer
HBB/D:Enc.
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August 10, 1932

My, Harold B. Belcher

Amerioan Board of Commissioners
Por Foreign Missions

14 Beaocon Street

Boston, Mass,

My dear Mr. Belcher:

In the absence of Mr. Garside who is on his wacation, I am
acknowledging your letter of August 8th.

FPirst of all let me acknowledge receipt of the cheek fer
$100,00 covering the gift from Mrs. Prederick W. Stevens through the
Laklies Park Missionary Soclety of the Park Congregational Chureh at
Grand Rapids. We are sending the usual acknowledgement direetly to
Mrs., Stevens. We recognise that this has been taken ocare of without
undue pressure om our part whish may be taken as a change of sentiment
and psychology now that the stosk market has taken on a little dulge.
Thanks for the favor involved.

You are raising a question whieh Mr. Garside spoke to me
about before he left the office. We are in agreement that it would be
proferable for Nr. Riggs to held his insurance with his Board and in
thet ecase, the arrangements regarding payment to you at intervals as
notification is received, will be entirely satisfactory.

The pension plan used at Nanking ocalls for a 6X contribution
on the part of the annuitant and the University. We can see no just
reasom, with Mr. Riggs being a minister and ha a membership ia the
ennuity fund of the Congregatiomal Ministers, 800 $90, toward
the annuity, why he cannot take advantage of that oppo itye As e
matter of fact, we can pay the University's oomtribution direstly to you
and we will have performed our part of the task; the source of Mr. Riggs'




Mr. H, B, Belgher

payments are of no particular interest to us.

It would appear om the face that with these combined eomtri-
butions that a larger annuity would be purchased for Nr. Riggs than
he would enjoy under the plam used by your Board; but neither is that

of any great conoern to us, fThe date of payment for the $500.00 will
equbﬁy agreeadle.

We too are very glad that the Riggs family are going %o
Nanking. From every side we hear oomplimentary remarks regarding the
work of Mr. Riggs and we feel confident he will render an exeeptiomal
conttibution to the Nanking work.

Very cordially yours,

R Boane”
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Mr. C. A. Evans, Associate Treasurer
150 Fifth Avenue
New York City

Dear Mr. Evans: INDEXED 1

I thank you very much for your letter of August
10 answering mine of August 6 to Mr. Garside concern-
ing the arrangement for Mr. Charles H. Riggs. 1 am
glad_that the arrangement which I suggested both for
Lr. Riggs insurence and also for the Annuity plan is
satisfactory to the University and we will work on
this basis.

Ordinarily the payments on our Annuity Fund for
Congregationasl Ministers are due in February or March
of each year and I will make note at that time to re-
mind your office of the payment on behalf of the

University.
Yours’very cordially ”

HBB/EP Ireasurer
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Mr. B. A, Garside,
Trustees Nanking University,
150 Fifth Ave.,
New York, N.Y,
Dear Mr. Garside:-

I do not know whether Nanking University
routine covers the defraying of the cost of inoculation
for appointees or not. I find that our medical depart-
ment has made a payment for Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Riggs
of $8. on account of these typhoid and smallpox inoculations.
I hope that it will be possible, therefore, to make refund

of this amount so that we can clear this off our books

before the close of our fiscal year Aug. 3lst.

Yours very cordially,

Treasurer.
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November 2, 1932

Nanking

Mr, B. A. Garside, Treas.
150 Fifth Avenue
New York, N. 7.
Dear Mr. Garside:
We have just paid to the New Fngland Mutual
Life Insurance Company a premium of $176. on policy
#513496 on the life of Rev. Charles H.Riggs. IlIr.
Riges requested us to make these payments as they come
due and to collect from your office and have you deduct
the amount from his salary. We will, therefore, appreciate

a remittance from you at your convenience.

Sincerely yours,

éé;;¥§3<§¥6;pt. L
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Univers ity of Nanking

November 16, 1932

Nrs. lucius O. Lee

Mr. Harold B, Belcher

American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Miss ioms
14 Beason Street

Bosten, Mass.

My dear Mrs. Lee and Mr, Belcher: :
MISS
I have recently received two letters from E. M. Priest, the
Field Treasurer of the University of Nankimg, which led me to fear that there
may have besn some misunderstanding betweem our two offices as to the pro-
cedure to be follewed im handling the paymemt of salary and allowanses for
¥r. and Mrs. Charles H. Riggs.

Writing on Ootober Gth, Miss Priest says:

"Mr. and Mrs. Riggs have been here for nearly e month amd are
very anxious to have their status cleared and to imow how mush
money they ean count upom for allowances, salary, ete. They
have not turned in their travel account as yet inassmmeh as there
has been nothing definite as to whether they are responsibdle

to the University or to the Treasurer of their mission., Just a
few days before salling they received a letter from one of their
seoretaries in which it was stated that the American Board had
deeided to consider them members of the Fukien mission, dut that
all finsncial arrangements would be handled from the North China
treasurer. Since that letter nothing has come either from their
own doard or from you."

In another lettor dated Ostober 20th, she comments on the matter

"The main purpose of this letter is to write further about the
matter of the support for the Riggs' family. Both Mr. and Mrs.
Riggs feel they have not deen fairly treated by either the
University or the Nission and we are trying to smooth the ruffled
feathers a bit. In the sourse of ocur oconversation I discovered
they were holding a letter whiech is more or less definite as far
as their Board is concerned and on the basis of this letter,

Mr. MeClure and I have agreed to take immediate astion.”




NMrs. Lueius O, Lee
Mr. Hareld B, Belgher 2w November 16, 1932

¥iss Priest then quotes from a letter writtem by Nrs. les to
¥r. Riggs under dete of August 2, 1932, quoting the actions relative te ¥r, and
¥rs. Riggs takem by the July 28th meeting of the Cabimet acting for the Pruden-
tial Committes. These actions approve the return of Mr. and Mra. Riggs as
regular missionaries of the American Board om the understanding that "the work
of Mr. Riggs be in the Agricultural Department of the University of Nanking,
that they contimue to be members of the Shaowu Missiom, that s2lary and allomances
be at the Peiping rate, and that their suppert, imcluding refit, travel and all
allowances, be provided by the University of Nanking with the exceptiom of $500,
per year from the American Board for a period of six years,"”

¥y understanding of our arrangements with the Riggs has bdeem
thet the Amarican Board will handle all matters of salery, allowances, and other
personel reletionships and obligations, im exactly the same way as yos deo all
your other missiomaries. Then, from time to time, you will send our Nanking
office statements covering expenditures you have made, or are im process of
meking, and ve will reimburse you for the total thus expended, less the eontribu-
tion of 02500, per year which you are making over a period of six years.

last July a considerable amount of sorrespondence was carried
on between our Wew York office and your Ameriean Board offices in regard to these
arrangements, and I thought that they were clearly understood by all of use I am
wondering, therefore, whether there has been some lack of understanding detween our
two offices, or whether there has merely boen same delay by your Worth Chims
Treasurer in taking up the Riggs' sceount. You will remember that our Wew York
office had already made arrangements for the Riggs' outgoing travel before their
relationship to the imerican Board was settled; so it was agreed that we would
have them use the reservations already made rather than have the American Board
handle their travel asigeuld normally have been deme. However, it has been my
understanding that from the moment the Riggs arrived on the University of Wanking
campus, the Americanm Board would take care of fimancial arrangements for them im
just the same way as you do with your other miss iomaries.

711l you please let me know what your understandings are, und
what actions, if any, should be taken in order to elzrify these matters? Yi:s Priest
has already been in econsultation with ¥r, R, W, NeClure, the Treasurer of the
Fukien ¥ission, and I understand that he has been giving his assistance. Perhaps
you have nlready received some commmiocationm from him on the subject.

Very cordially yours,

B A GARSIDE
BAG:RC
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Mr. B. A, Garside, Treas.,
150 Fifth Avenue, g
New York City, New York. \

Dear Mr. Garside:-

I have a carbon of your letter of November
16th to Mrs. Lee regarding the salary of Charles Riggs at Nan-
king. I have had a letter from our Foochow Mission Treasurer
to the effect that Mr. Riggs seemed uncertain about the salary
arrangement. In the rush of the work this fall, I did not
follow this matter through because my impression was clear that
our correspondence last summer had settled this matter.

I have now gone over the correspondence, and
find that there is room for some misunderstanding. You will
notice in my letter of August 6th in the next to the last para-
graph I state that the Board is responsible for $500. a year
to be paid over to the Trustees of the University on account
of the church gift which we receive for Mr. Riggs. That
carries with it in my mind the implication that you were handling
all the details of the payment of salary and the financial re-
sponsibility, and that we simply contributed to you the $500.
which we receive from the church in Ithaca. I realize that my
letter did not make that implication very plain, and that there
was the possibility of misunderstanding.

It does seem to me that it would be much more
logical to carry through the plan that was in my mind. We
have no Treasurer in Nanking, while you have there your field
Treasurer. You are covering the larger amount of the salary,
and so 1t would be more logical for you to make the payment, and
to collect the $500. from us, rather than for us to make the
payments, and collect the larger amount from you. I had hoped
to have an opportunity to talk this over with you in New York,
and I tried to locate you during one of the sessions at the
Roosevelt, but failed to make the connection. I would be glad
if you could let me know your idea concerning the convenience of
carrying through the plan on the basis which I suggested. In
the meantime I will talk with Mr. Fairfield and Mrs. Lee, both of
whom are out of the office until Wednesday, and then can work
out with you some definite way of trying to settle this. I am
sorry for all the inconvenience that it must have caused Mr. Riggs,
but I did seem to feel that the suggestion in my letter of August
6th to you had made the matter clear.

Very cordially yours,

Ve
t/ A V Treasurer.
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Rovember 22, 19352,

Mre. Humld B. Belcher’

american Board of Commissioners,
14 Be.con Street,

Boston, Mass.

Ky dear Mr. Belcher:

Lot we wcknowledge raeceipt of your letters of November 16th and
Novenber ilst dealing with the accounta of Mr. Charles H. Kiggs.

Lettor of November 16th. With this you enclose = check for $24.22
received from the sst:te of Mr. George M. Boughton. You also list items of

expondi tures made on Mr. [iggs' scoount during the last month, amounting to $13.50.%
as requestod we ure sending you x check herewith to cover this amount.

Letter of lovegber 2lgt. This letter is in response to my letter
of Hovember 18th nddressed jointly to Mrs. Loe and yourself. This lettor nukes clesr
that, =8 I have begun to feur during recent weeks, thers h:.s been « serious misunder-
ata:ding between our two offices as to the procedure to be followed in handling the
accounts of Mr. snd Mrs. Riggs. The mutler is of such importance that it is probably
sorth whilo to review the developments that huve taken place beforo we try to :
jetermine what our next moves are to be. '

In 41l of our universities in Chin: during recent years, we have
been struzgling with some very difficult problems ns to the rel:tionships of our
american wembers of staff. Six or eight yesrs ago, before the reorg: iszation which
pluced our institutions largely in the hunde of Chinese Boards of Directors, und
under the direction of Chinese Presidents :nd dezns, we hud three distinct types of
staff memberss- sissionaries sent out by the coopersting Boardg Western members
uppointed and supported by the universities themselves, und Chinese members appointad
on the fiold. #ith the reorganization of our universities, the status of ¥Western
zembers supported by the universities themselves his, in overy cuase, bacome & very
difficult one. The problem of eguitable adjustments of salaries, sllowances, furloughs,
und other personal m:tters of thit kind, has proven very difficult and delicate.

There his been no luck whatever of the most cordial coopersaticn
between Chinese Boards, administrators,and stuff members on the one hand, and our Boards
of Trustees and Western staff uembers on the other. But with the best we all could do,
the ststus of university supported Western members of stuff has ocntinued to prove
ombarrussing. As s result there hus been a definite trend in the direction of reducing
the types of stuff members to two, namely; Western members of staff appointed and
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supported by Mission Bourds, und Chinese members of staff ~ppointed und sup orted
by the Bourd of Directors. Whevever Western membars of staff sre not appointed by
any of the coopersating Mission Bosrds, they are considered as missionaries of the
Board of Trustees of the institution itself, the college board serving in that
porticular instance as being in effect  :ind of missionury boird rather than the
directing board of the institution.

This trend hus been fully carried cut in West China, Lingnan,
Shintung, wnd Nunking. It hss been agreed to in principle in Fukien, und will be
put 1 .to effect =3 soon.as our funds permit. Yenching is still strug;ling with
the problem und hus not really reached a permonent solution ss yet. This means
that in m.ny cuses Kission Bourde are appolnting and cverseeing a larger number of
ataff members than they ure uble to suppert from [funds of their Mission Bourds., In
such cuses t.e Boaurds of Trustees ur sovernors of the institution r2puys to the
ission Board, in whole or in part, the exp:nditures the Mission Board hus m=de
toward the support of on@ or more of its appointees. For example,in West China
Union University, Dr. Joseph Beech is & regulur wisgionary of the Methodist Bourd,
raceiving his support from the Methodist Board, nd looking to thut Bosrd in all
matters of salary, ullowunces, furlough, =nd the like, just .s all their other
missicnuries do. lHowavor, becuuse of cert.in conditions, it hus been ugreed bstween
the Methodist Board und our #est China Govarnors , thut the Board cf Governors will
support Dr. Beech. Aaccordingly the Treasursr of the Methodist Bourd sends to the
Irezmsrer of the University regular statements showing the digburserents the
ethodist DBourd has mude on Dr, Beech's behulf, «und our Hest Chinu Treusurer reimburses
the lethodist Board for that amount.

This 1s the arrangement we have had in wmind for Kr. and Mrs. Riggs
4% the University of Namking. Practically =11 of what I have ssid above was given
in the correspondance I had with the aimerican Board during July, when we were first
discussing the appointment of Mr. and Mrs. Riggs to the University of Nanking. For
exumple, in my letter of July 15th, sddressed Jointly to Dr. Fairfleld and Mrs. Lee,
I sumnsrize the two possible alternatives as followas—

"before considering the detuils of questions raised by your latters, we ought
to have first a clear und:rstanding s to the exact stutus the Riggs' will
have a8 regards the American Board and the University. It uppears that there
are two alternative courses, both of which have certain advantuges and certain
WEUKNC88a8.

The {irst is to consider Kr. znd Mra. filggs us regular University-supported
menbers of the Nankin: staff, with nc direct relationship with any mission
board, In this cuse they would come under the University schedule of
sularies and ullowances, would be eligible for participation in the
University pension plan, and would have furloughs on the University busis.
tie would pay all salary and allowances in our usual way, and would collect
in due course from the imerican Board your $500 or $60C per year., I enclose
& sopy of our schedule of saluries and allowsnces, which shows what the
figgs would be entitled to orn this busis.

The second =lternsitive is to consider the Siggs =8 still continuing as
migsionaries of the American Board, assigned to the University of Ranking,
and deriving the largest part of their support therefrom. In this: case
they would romain in their former status of American Board nissionaries,
would go out under your suspices, would follow your achedules as to salary,
ullowunces, furlough, rotirement, .nd the like. You would continue to
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make ull disbursements in their behulf just us you do your other missionuriss,
but would bill the University of Nanking for u:1ll expenditures above the §500
or $€00 per yeur which you ure allowing on thelr account. The University
could either repay you on the presentution of these stutements, or if it

wis mor: convenient for your uccounting department, we ¢ uld advonce a
revolving fund which would be replenished :s you reported ex,enditures,"

Iu 2 letter fro: Mrs. Lee d:ted July 18th, we find the following
stetementss~

"Your letter of July 15 in regard to plans for Mr. and Mrs. Riggs comes

while Dr, Fuirfield is absent. 1 have shared your letter with Dr., Ward.

fie both ugree with you in li.ing the second zlternutive described in your
letter. Mr. Belcher is away, too, just now so I will not today touch upon

the detuils us to accounting wnd hindling of money but am writing to Mr,

and ¥rs. Rigge in order tc m:ke sure thut they wish to continue us nissicnaries
of the americun Bourd on thne understundings agreed upon."

¥rs. Lee then goes on and discusses at soms length how these
ar:angements would work out in the case of the Rigps fumily.

If I have correctly understood the action zdopted by the Prudentisl
Committee on July <8th, it is in harmony with the sscond ulternative in my letter
of July 15th. That action, you will remember, resds aas follows:-

"VOTED that the return of Rev, and Mrs. Charles H., Ri;zzs to Chins with refit
allowance of $225 be & proved on the following understunding: that the work
of Mr. Riggs be in the igricultural Depertment of the University of Nanking,
that they continue to be members of the Shaowu Misgion, that salary and
allowances ba 2t the Peiping rite and that their support including refit,
travel snd all =llowances be provided by the University of Nanking with the
exception of $500 per yesr from the american Koird for = period of sim yoars,®

I realize, however, thut ycu were away during July, sand that you
did not participate in the discussions of thut month regarding the arrangements with
Mr. and Mra, Riggs., 1 left for my own vacation on august Sth, so your letter of
iugust 6th #as ackncwledged in my :bsence, and did not come to my direct attention
until within the last few weeks. When I returned from my v:sation st the beginning
of' beprember I glunced hustily through ail the important correspondence that had come
und gone during my wbsence, .nd I did not notice the implicution which I now see lies
in the next to the lust :srugraph of your letter of August 8th, that you are looking
to the University of Ranking to hundle the puyment of Mr. and Mrs. Riggs salary.

However, the only point in reviewing this history oi the cuse is to
enabi: us to determine more promptly und wisely s to cur next moves.

S0 far as the University of Nanking is concerned, we wtill favor
quite definitely the policy we huve been sdvocating. At the present time no payments
whitever are nade in Nanking on the szluiries and :llowances of any Western nembers of
staff. de Wuve three or four young ludies at the University, engaged in ndministra-
tive und nursfng capacities, who are uppointees of the Board of Trustees of the
University of Nanking, rather tham uny cooperating Missiou Board., But checks for
salaries and allowances of these young women are mailed from our New York Cfrice
from month to month, .nd do not enter directly into ths accounting processes of the
riela Trezsurer. This procedure wieg decided upon after we hud experimented for a
couple of yeurs with the cther plun of hawing these saluries pzid by the Field
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Treasurer. Should the University undertake to pay the salary and allowances of Mr,
and Mrs. figge, we would either have to mike these disbursements from New York, or
else set up an entirely new accounting process in Nanking for taking care of this
single account.

ilso, it would be a very difficult task for either our New York
Office or the office of the Fleld Treasurer in Nanking, to follow out effectively
the policies of the Americam Bourd as ragards salaries and allowances of one of your
American Board missionsaries. #While it would be possible for uas to obtain from your
office a generul statement uas to the amounts und currencies used in the "Peiping rate"
at which your missionaries in Nenking, China, aure paid, there would be many minor
quastions of interpretution and general policy which neither our New York Office or
our Pield Treasurer in Nanking could pass upon without reference to the proper
financial officsrs of the American Board,

If the University of Nanking were tc handle the support of Mr,
and Mrs. Riggs, it would be far more simpler and asstisfrctory all around for us to “dopt
the {irst alternative su. gested in my letter of July 15th, whereby the Lij:s family
#0.ld become the appointees of the Bourd of Trustees of the University of Nanking,
with the regular salary and sallowsnces provided by the University of Nanking, and
with no diroct relationship with the american Bourd, suve porsibly thit of "affiliated
nissionaries.”

Our lnivergities always desirs thst wherever possibls our Western
stufl mombers shull muintein a close counection with some cooperatin: Hission Board,
even if the University actually provides their support. This gives appointees a
groater feeling of permznengy, simplifies their relationshipe with their Western
and Chinese colleagues, :nd nelps to waintain strong Christian character of the
institutions where they serve. as & general rule,we have found tha cooperating Mission
Boards very willing to agree tc arrangements of this kind,

#ie u precicte the fact thaet for the imerican Board te hindle the
payment of accounts for kr. and kirs. Riggs, with reimburserents {or esdpenditures made
by our New York Office, will involve quite a bit of bookkeeping. However, this method
of handling the Riggs' uccount would be much more than teking cash cut of one pocket
and putting it into snother. It would make 2 very vital difference in the relation-
ship of the RKiggs family to the wmerican Bourd, z2nd would do much to regulurize thair
status in Nanking.

Wie uust reuch a prompt decislion one way or the cther, since it is
obvious thut Mr. and Mrs. Riggs sre left in & most unsatisfactory situastion st the
present time., I do not yet know just whi.t steps dr. McClure or other financial
reprogentatives of the American Board may have taken to provide salary und allowances
for the Riggs family, while this question of d¢htbir relstionships is being settled.

If any ceblegram to your Treusurer's Office in Chinu would help to clarify matters
wfter = decision hus been reuched, our office would be glad to reimburse you for the
cost involved. If 1t is necessary {or our New York Office to et any word to our
Field Treasurer in Nanking, we will send a cuble 28 soon a8 decisions have besn made,

I aw very sorry that I missed you while you were here in New York,
but I know thut you were extremsly busy. 1 attended all the meetings of the Conference
of the Laymen's Foreign Mission Inquiry, but was kept busy with vericus mutters during
all the intermissions between sessions, so I had no opportunity to look you up.

Very cordiully yours,

BAGPH
Ence
GO Mrs. Lucius 0. Lee




Mr. Harold B. Belcher -5= Rovember 22, 1932,

P.S.

Our Accounting Office calls attention to what may be an error in oneof

the items mentioned in your letter of Hovember 16th. You 1ist "October 28th
New England Mutual Life Insurance Company premium $1.76". However, on
November 2nd, Mr. Earle E. Smith wrote us that you had "just paid to the

Row England Mutual Life Insurance Company a premium of $178. on policy
Bo.515496 on the life of Rev. Charles H. Riggs." We sent Mr. Smith this

$176. on November 10th. It seems probable therefore, that the same

premium is referred to in each case, and that the"$1.76" in your lstter of
November 16th should be "176." We ure therefore, emclosing a check for

only $13.50, covering the other item mentioned in your letter of Nowember 16th.

If the other $1.76 is still due you, pleasc let us know and we will send
another remittance.
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University of Baspking
December 6, 1932,

Mr. Harold B. Beloher dofe 1223
American Board of Commissioners

14 Beacon Street

Boaston, Mass.

My dear Mr., Belcher:
Let me acknowledge receipt of your letter of Hovember 28th.

Sorry that we got our signals mixed &n handling Mr. Riggs' accounts,
but I trust that the matter is clear now.

You suggest sending us semi-annual statements as to disbursements
on the Riggs account, when you receive your statements fros the field as of
June 350th and December 3lst. You t also giving eredit for one-half of
your American Board appropriation of when esach seml-annual asccounting is
made., Both these suggestions sesm to me to be entirely satisfaatory. We will
make plans accordingly.

As to Mr. Riggs' iravel expense account, that ocould be handled
either way. It seems to me, however, that it would be simpler if you would
pass on this travel account just a8 you would in the case of any of your other
American Board missionaries, If any balance is due him on account of the $575
we advanced him, you can probably mske the necessary adjustment with him, and
can credit or charge us with the amount of this adjustment when you render
your next semi-annual statement.

S8orry that I did nmot have a chance to see you when you were here
in New York, These days are so orggded that none of us get to do all the things
we would like,

Very cordially yours,

. B A GARSIDE

/'2“2,/
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