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University of Henking
College of Agrisulture and Forestry
RESEARCH LIBRARY

of 0ld Chinese Books on Agrioulture
and Related Subjects.

Introduction

The Research Library is a collection of old Chinese litera-
ture on agrioulture and rural life, and related subjeots, Its purpose
is to make kmown by modern research and 1ibrary methods the extent and
oontent of this literature, especially to make available, through
adequate indexeas, the important historical, cultural and scientifio in-
formation now looked up in its hundreds of thousands of pages. The
Research Library is a department of the Univeraity Library and its staff
are also members of the faculty of the College of Agrioulture and
Forestry.

The extent of old Chinese literature bearing on agrioulture
and related subjeets has only recently been comprehended. A few old
Chinese works on agrioculture have been fairly well known and it was not
until 1921, following an attempt by the College of Agriculture and
Forestry, with the cooperation of the United States Department of Agri-
culture, to index in a modern seiertific way several of these better
known works, that it becams olear that this literature was very much




more extensive than anyons had previously suspected, The possibility

of an extensive literature was suffioiently alluring for the College to
attempt a bibliography, which was published by the University Library in
June 1924 and contained more than two thousand references to important
works, Even so the bibliography was far from complete, dbut this very rich
field of literature had been sufficiently explored to indiocate its tremend-
ous value and signifiosnce as a source of research material in this im-
portant field of Chinese life and culture, This published bibliography is
presented herewith as Exhibit “a",

The material above referred to is containsd in books on agricul~
ture, books on famine, the official gazetteers and other geographical and
historieal works, books on administration, end in the Lei Shu (Encyclo-
paedies) end Te'ung Shm (Colleetanea)., The Lei Shu corresponds somewhat to
e western encyclopeedia, that is, a book by itself, usually full of quota-
tions from other works, arranged by subjeots according to some definite
plan, The Ts*ung Shu is a collective publication of independent works and
often contelns some works pertaining to egriculture and related subjects.

The Kesearch Library Collection of 0ld Agricultural
Booke end helated Subjects.

The following table indisates the extent of the Research Library
collections as of April 22, 1980 and represents purchases made, in addition

to some gifts, over a period of about seven years,

: gets volumes

1) Books on agriculture 198 2,379
Z) Books on fawine 44 136
3) Geographioal works 1923 20,5648

6) Teung Shu (Collectanea 268 17,088
8) Others 108 2,480
Total 2615 47,732

34 Lei Shu (Encyclopudia; 78 5,231




This c¢ollection is estimated to contain 85 to 90% of all the literature
extent on agrioulture and re¢lated subjests., The literature on famines is

over 90% complete.

A speeial effort has béen nade to collect different editions

of old Agrieultural books to facilitate their proof reading in comnestion
with the compilation of the Agricultural Encyclopaedis Siniea, referred to
in & later paragraph. A dosen different editions of "Tal Ming Yao Shu"
( ) e famous writing of the 6th or 6th century, have been
seowred, 1lhe Library had been searching for the original edition of
another very famous work on agrioculture, the "Nung Chen Chuan Shu
( ) of the iling Dynasty. A copy of this was finally pur-
chased this last spring in the reking market. By this addition, .all the
five different editions of this famous book are now ineluded in the Research
Library collection. These are but examples of the diffioult problems of
editions and it is quite clear that all possible editions of any work are
necessary. Meny other excellent editions and manuseript copies of rare
agricultural books have been collected. There are many other editions that
ocan be obtained only by copying.

Geographical Works, inoluding 0fficial Gagetteers

Chinese regional gaszetteers in thoir modern form were developed
in the Sung Dynasty (960+1278), Since then, enormous numbers of works have
acoumulateds Although they were frequently edited by unqualified officials ’
nany were complled by great scholars, Even the inferior ones preserve much
local source materisl and information which are found no where else, Their
nature and use may well be explained by quoting fram a recent paper on
"Chinese Books" by Dr. Walter T, Swingle of the U.S. Department of Agrioulture.
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"Another field in whieh Chiness resords are unrivaled is thet of
the so~celled gazettesrs or annals for esch administrative division of the
country. These gazetteers of the empire, the provinces, prefectures, and
districts are veritable mines of informstion as they not only give full ao~
sounts of the mountains, rivers, roads, lakes, estuarieg, ete., but also of
the politiscal subdivisions, villapges, temples, eto., and records of the
natural products and manufmctures of the region, or remarkable events, and
above all elaborate and full biographies of fmmous men and women native to
the region, 7Those who have swen most of this braneh of Chinese literature
are most impressed with its value as a source of historical and cultural
naterial for the study of China aud its productions and loeal history. All
the gasetteers noted above are official in charaster, but there u-o‘ others
desoribing rivers, mountains, teuples, and islsnds that are unofficial but
often of very great interest."

The gazetteers also sontain maps, oensus reports, records of

nmative tribes, screage of cultivated land, rates and lists of taxes, accounts
of education, social customs, bibliography of books written by local people
of or about the region, and meny other things of similer interest. It is

indeed s great branch of Chinese literature, a knowledge of and resourse to

which is absolutely necessary for historieal, cultural and social studies
of sl kinds,
The volume of this class of Chinese literature is really great,

China as a whole, and every province, every prefecture, almost every district,

snd frequently even some small locality in & digtriet, has an offieiel gaget-
tesr, Such gasetteers in welledeveloped regions are usually rewritten every

50 or 100 years and some have been revised as many as ten or more timas.




There are more than 20 provinces, about 200 prefectures during Tsing Dyn-
asty, and some 1800 distriets in China. The provinéial and prefectural
gazetteers are often very voluminous works, end even the district pgazetteers

often contein ten to twenty or more books, frequently bound in as many vole-

umes, It is estimated that in all probably about 2500 different regions
have been covered Ly gazetteers and that over 10,000 different revisions
have been published during the past seven or eight hundred years, probably
in all at least 100,000 volumes. Of course, not all of them are exteutj
maxy old editions are already lost, as their circulation is ususlly local
and limited end they could easily disappear. Nevertheless, sbout half of
them or at least 5000 sets may be found at present if exhaustive survey and
special effort will be made without limitation. 7The printed catalogue of
Chinese Ueorgraphical Works in the Research Library is presented herewith as
BExhibit "B",
Modern Indexing of 0ld Agrioultural Literature
Appendix "A" presents a list of Chinese books that have been

completely indexed or partly indexed by the Research Library. The system

of indexing whioh has been used is one that wasz worked out very largely by
Dre Walter T, Swingle of the United States Department of Agrioulture, and
provides an easy reference to all pertinent material in the books which have
been indexed. By studying the index cards on any subject, one can find at a
moment *'s notice whatever reference on that subjeot the indexed book conteins.
In other words, by using a modern system of indexing on this old Chinese

literature, we are making readily awvailable information that would otherwise
be hidden or found only with the greatest diffioculty. When the indexing on

the Agricultural Encyclopaedia Sinioa is completed there will be revealed
both to Chinese and foreign students and scholars the extent and content of




this extensive literature. When one considers the wide range of information
contained in this literature involving not only agrioulture, sericulture,
horticulture, animal husbandry, botany, and the whole field of soientific
-agriculture, but also practically the whole field of economies and soclology,
especlally as they pertain to agriculture and rural life, one begins to
realisze with what a veritable mine of historiocal information one is dealing.
Agrioultural Engyelopsedis Sinica

The original attempts made to index same of the more fmportant

works in the old Chinese literature soon indicated s very large smount of

duplication. The only way out appeared to be a modern compilation of all
material referring to agrioculture and relaied subjects which the old Chinese
literature contains. Original editions, wherever possible, are being used
in the Encyeclopaedia. This naturally requires a very great deal of careful
work, ineluding very careful proof-reading. During more than three years of
work on this Encyolopsedia, material has acowmulated to the extent of more
than a dosen million charascturs, with much additional material yet to.be
inoluded. When all the msterial has been colleoted it will be organizged in
& systematio way. All the material will then be carefully indexed and the
‘whole published. This will make available for the first time a great mass

of very wvaluable information which up to the present has for the most part
lain buried.

Index to Periodioals
Reference was made above to the indexing of all material on

agrioulture and related subjests that have appeared in English or Chinese in
periodiocals which have been published in China. This list of publications

includes all the important jowrnals and periodicals as, for example, the
Journal of the North China branch of the Royal Asiatic Soociety, the first
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volume of whioh appeared in 1868, The total number of periodical publica-
tions indexed includes 100 in the Chinese language and 16 in the English
language, with more than 16,000 entries. This indexing has been done over
@ peried of years 1922 to 1928, and will soon be published under the neme
"Agricultural Index",

Publications

Relatively little of the past eight years work by the Research
Library has developed to the point of publishing, In addition to Ex-
hibit "A", a "Bibliography of Chinese Literature on Agriculture", and Ex-
hibit "B", o "Catalogue of Chineseé Georgraphical Works in the University of
Nanking Library®, Mr. Wang Ewoh~ting is the author of a Chinese dictionary
arranged according to a new system of filing Chinese characters., It has been
published by the Chung Hwa Book Company, Shanghai, Arrangements have also
been made with the Commercial Press, Shanghai, to reprint some of the most
important of the old Chinese books on agrioculture, These will be published
on the besis of a restudy of the sarliest editions and after careful anno-
tating and proof-reading, so as to preserve their original features., The
Agrioultural Index of periodicals referred to above will be published shortly.
The Agricultural Encyclopaedia Sinioa will be published in due course but at

least another four or five years will be roqui.rod’to got this material into

shape for publicetion.
The Research Value of the Research Library Collection

Tho research walue of this collectlon of literature bearing on
sgriculture and related subjeocts will be obvious. As pointed out, the
Library already coxtains the third or fourth largest collection of this
literature in the world. If present plans can be carried out, the solleetion




8~

will be enlarged and made s oomplete me it can possibly be made, The
research value, already great, will naturally inoresse as new additions are
made to the present eolleotion, It will be quite evidemt that this collee~
tion of literature must of necessity be sought out and oomsulted by sinol-
ogists who wish to avail themselves of the best sources of material relating
to the wide group of subjeots centering about agrioulture and rural 1ife,
which the Research Library conteins, and which must be comsidered in every
offort to understand the sosial and cultural life of China's vest population
of past ages, |
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Dre ¥Xo Go Chem,
Hire Ko 8¢ Blee
e Telie Tou,
dre Kol Vanig,

Jeublersnge

T 4w seadlng you herswith the full correspondmoe and statement in connection
with our request to the ivavard Yenehing Institute for finaneial halp for the

Reaearoh Lilpaky for the fu rther colisction of books either by purchase or by
~-M1Wd thut thie reguest had to be acted upon by the Uarwnrd

Tenching group in Peplug as well s by the growp here,

We have had the ocounsel and help of Dr Erle lorth who i3 o wadbor of the
Mroctomsbe of the H¥l. Dr. torth is writing to Dr Stuart su gesting fevoravie aotion.
He has seut eopy of the project to Jomn Chase and lean Bonhem of Harvard and I em
to sar Gl noxt wuoke L liorth Laws beon of great belp end made sone very pertinent
sugpestions in conseotion with the statensnt sovering *he Negeereh ldbrary. e
will persoually ettend te following the malter through so thet the project will have
the beat pornidle cosparation,

Br Carelde und 1 both feel that it would help satters a bit i President Chen
wore to send a lo ‘e to Dre Stuset along the following 1ines:

Doar [ve Sbuarts~

lire (nrelde, sscretary of the University of Ranking Peard of Founders
has sent Lo us here = couplote file of the correspondesce and statemert in
sonneetion with the University's rewwest to the Nmyvard Youehing Institute for &
Frant of money for mour iessarsh ibrery in oreder to help complete its coliection
of old (hiness literaturs on Agriculture and rolated subjsots lncluding 0f{lelal
wud speciel Onsetoers. The atatewent seud to you from Hew York covers, i believe,
mmamwwmwmmumutumiwmm
etle sommmabe I wx swre the sigaifioanee of this literature,
appeals to you and to the ethers connected with the Institute,

I want to send this short letter on Lehalf of the Board of Directors
and of my ool eagues who are direstly interosted in end responeible ‘or, the Research
1ibrary, to sscsure you thet the project hus sur united heovtiest approvel and
mmmummhmmmwmumuumwhtom
mmmuu»wrmmmmmxm

uwmuuwmmx;mmuwms further
information or mmwmwmmwmwm. please lot me know,

Yours Very Sineerely, Y.C Chen,Pres.
b 4
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Septesber 19, 1830
Harvard-Tenching Institute,
Cambridge,
Haos.
Gantlemen:

On bebsll of the Board of Founders of the University of Nan-
kingy I submit herewith a reguest for finsnelal help for the further devel~
cpment of the University of Neuking Resesrch Library of old Chinese books
pertaining to agrioulture and relatod subjecis. This request has been for-
warded by Dr.Y.G.Ches, President of tho University of Kunking. The under-
taking is hesrtily eadorsed Wy Mr.T.L.Tgo, Chairman of Comnities, The In-
stitute of Chiness Culturel Siudies of the University of Hanking,

A full statement of ths Rogsearch Library is presented herewith
and indicates the iluportance of “he undertaking. Alresdy the collection of
geographieal works, ineludiag offieial gasetiogers, is the third or fourth
largest in the world, wud $he collectlen of litersture pertaining directly
to agriculture und related sabjects is undoubtedly the largest and most com-
plete of its kind to be found enyahors, sither in China or ia foreign couns
tries. Howsver, ncus of these four largest sollections is complota. Of of-
fieisl gasetteers, old editions, sspesiully those of the Sung, Yuen und Hing
Dynestics, can ouly bs located hare and there snd duplicutes can be secured
only by msnuscript copyiag, whils ner omes are sudliesely lsgued snd deperve
careful and continuous attemtior. It will be of great walue 1 sueh & hisg-
toricel collectiocn can be made ss couplete as poseible, sand editions can
safely be preferved.

0779
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The University of Nanking has in the past six or sewven years
investaed to the limit of ite ability in the purchase of books Por this cole
lection. The amount so expended approximates $15,000 Chinese SUrTrency. An
additdonel L.C.§80,000 to §85,000 hes gone into cataloguing, indexing, and
otherwige muking the materiul availalle for use., As our work on indexing
ond compilation has incressed, less wnd legs money has been available for
the direct purchass of hooks.

Because wo bellevs the work of the Hesearch Library 1s in line

with the purposes of the Harvard-Yenching Institute, we would 1ike to muke

the following reguest for funde for the purchuase of books to complete, ws

nearly as posaible, our Regesrch Libravy collestions

25,000 Gold for immediate purchase of official gazatleers
and other geographical and historiesl works and
bocis bearing on agricalturs snd related subjects.

$5,000 Gold for collecting important rare aditions, aither by
purchaging or by copying, where this latter method
bas Lo be resorted to, especially copies of Sung,
Tuen awil Ming Dynasties, which have beon preserved
horo and there im diffsrent libraries.

1 annually for purchaging off'icial geaetteers, goo-
graphical and historicel works, and related books
on sgriculture for & period of three yeurs after
the precent year,

The first snd second requests we would like for uge in 1980-81,
and the third requast for use baginning with the sshool year July 1, 1930,
to June 30, 1931.

die trust this project and request will moet with the approval
of the Harvard-Yenching Institute. Ye shall be glad W farmieh further in-
formation if you wish it. If & conference is desired, we shall be very glad
o arrange for Profesasor J.H.Relsner, Co-Dean of the Gollage of Agriculture
and Forestry of the University of Ranking, to meet with vou at such time
and pluce as you may designate,

Very truly yours,

Secretuyy
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September 20, 1930

Dre Jo Leighton Stuart,
Yenching University,
Peking, China

Dear Dr., Stuart:

Mr. Gerside thinks I should add a note to his letter
to you transmitting a request to the Harverd-Yenching Institute to
help in the develogment of our Research library. The statement of
the Research Library is full, and I think needs no comment ,

When Dr, William Hung and Dr, Lucius Porter were in
the United States in 1928-29, we discussed this matter informally on
several ococasions, The request would have gons in earlier to you had
it not been for the faot of my illness during all of last yoar.

I am quite sure that you and the other members of the
Harverd-Yenching Institute in Chine will see the tremendous historiocal
and practical value of this collection which has grown to such an im-
portant extent at Nenking, and whose value and importance will be
very greatly augmented if we can continue purchases which the granting
of our request will make possible. I do hope that the request may be
acted upon favorably by the Institute.

With cordial regards and best wishes » I am,

Yours very sincerely,

John H, Reisner
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150 Fifth Avenue, New York City Wi aRhane

B. A. GARSIDE, EVAN
Secretary-Treasurer KA Sﬁtﬂ’ m@;r%“o

Cable Address
Nanfushan, New York

Dr. J. Leighton Stuart,
Yenching University,
Peiping, China.

My dear Dr, 8tuart,

1 am enclostng herewith the following meterial reha-
tive o0 2 roguast the University of Nenking is making to the Harvard-
Yenching Institute for assistanece 4in building up their Research Library
of 0ld Chinese Literaturs on iAgriculture and Helated Subjectss-—

Gtatement descrvibing tbhe Lessavrch Library and its work.

Lotter tc institute aaking requesl for assistance dm
purchasing booke Lo conplete collections

Letier from Sresident Y. G. Chen.

Letter from Mt. T¢ L. Tsu.

hg you know, Nanking has aiready sccomplished, cover a
pericd of years, scme extremely valuable work in the collection and index-
ing ¢f the books now asseabled in their Kesesrch Library, Yet it is in-
reasingly difficult for the University to allocate from its regular in-
come sufficient funde to continue the purchase of the hooks which are
needed to complete their acllections. It is for assistence at this
point that they are turning to the Institute.

Dean Reisner discusased this proposal at some length
with Dr., Porter and Professor Hung while they were in Harvard during
1926-29. Progress hag been delayed, however, chiefly because of Mr,
Reigner's ill health during the lest year.

#e have gone over thig meterial st leneth with Dr.
Eric North., He is forwarding copies of it to Pean Chage and Dean
Donham, and Dean Reismer is hopiag to have intervioweg with them during
the next few days. I believe Dr. Eric is slso sending you a letter,

In Dr. North's judgment, any approval by the Trustees
of the Institute of this request {rowm the University of Nenking must
depend upen its endorsoment by the Administrative Committee of the Har~
vard-Yenohing Institute on the field. We wilil, therefore, count it one
more item in the long list of our debts tc you if you will bring this re-
quest to the eariy sttention of the Administrative Committee. Since a
meeting of the Trustees of the Institute will probably be held in five or
gix weeks, Dr, North suggests it is desirable that you inform us by cable
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of the decision of the Administrative Comuitioe, so as to facilitate
action by the Trustees. If you will be kind amough to send such &
cable, either to Dean Chase or to this office, and will let ug know the
cost involved, we will make reimbursement from our Nanking scscounts.

I believe the material we are .?clo:ing hereswith will
supply all the informstion you will require. Hut‘dyw need other fsots
or explanations, they csn be secursd from President Y. G. Chen, e, T. L.
Tau, the Chairmen of the University's Committee on the Imstitute of
Chinese Cultural Studies, or Mr. dang Ewoh~ting, the Chief of the ie-
search Library. All three can be reached at the University of Nanking.

It seems to me that apsistance to the Hepearch Li-
brary both fits in sdwirubly with the genoral field of work the Institute
is undertaking, and also 1¢ in line with the conceplion of the Institute
as heving e Chins-wide outlook and interest, We alncerely hope that both
on the field and here in dmerics this request will meet with cordial sup-
::or‘b.

Very sincerely yours,

AG/ ;
Zc.aé WM
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A LIST OF BOOKS INDEXED IN THE,RESEARCH LIBRARY
960-/v51 Ab),

I. Coms:letely indexed
(1

Yu Hai (%), an enoydlopedia written by Wang Ying-lin
in the Sung dynastyeA Seven sections of this work re-/
lated to agriculture under the gemeral name Shih Huo

were indexed.

(2)Shou Shih T'ung K'ao (#%#®%), complied by imperial com-
mand and published in 1742, in 78 chuan.

(3) Nan Fan Ts'ao Mu Chuang (HZ¥A#), written by Ki Han
(#£% ) of the Tsing dynasty, (v-#10 Ad), “

(4) Nung Sang Chi Yao (i*i&@) , compiled by order,Kublai Khan
of Yuan dynasty in 1273.

(5) Tsan Shih Yao Liao (§2%E),written by Chang Hsing-fu (E# %+
in 19th century. This work was usually printed as a sup-
plement to Nung Sang Chi Yao.

(6) Mu Iing Shu Chi Yao (B2 E#HE). a manual for distriot magis-
trates, compiled by Hsu Tung (%) in 1838 and by Ting
Jih-chang in 1868. Two parts of this work dealing with
famine prevention and relief were indexed.

L)

II. Partly indexed om apricuture

(1) Eight works of very earj& days (before Christ)acontained in
the collectana Yu Han Shan Fan Chi I Shu (23 wuj-#5/%x% ).

(2) Tsi Min Yao Shu (% REH#7 Jwritten by Chia Shih-hsieh (§ EA&)
in 5th or_6th century. v

(3) Nung Shu ($% ), written by Wang Cheng ( £%# )in the begin-
ning of 1l4th century, first phlshedn 33,

(4) Nung Chen Chuan Shu ¥ FLEE) , by Hsu Kuang-ki (fg%£4 ) of
Ming dynasty, first published in 1639. .

(5) Chiu HuayChi Yao ChuPin (K%};gm&,), a collemtana of five
works on famine, edited and published recently by book
salers in Shanghal.

(6) Huang Cheng Tsung Shu ('}%fﬁ{ﬁ% ), a collectana of 12 works
on famine, edted and partly written by Yu Sung (£~ 4&_ ) in
17th century. i

(7) Chou Tsi Pien (%% % ), written by Yang Ching-jen (#21=),
first published in 1826. A book on famine.

(8) Kang Tsi Iu, (8 %4%), a book on famine written by Ni Kwoh-
lian (fﬁ‘&@ﬁi)/%.lfl 18th century. compiled

(9) Kiangnan Tung Chih (%@ 2.), the official gazatteer of
Kiangnang Province which inecludes the precent 2 provinces

: Kiangsu and Anhwei.

(10) Chekiang Tung Chih (#f 3z &%), O0f the last two works,
only those parts on products were indexed.




Project ot the Agricultural Research Library

On account of the value of gazetteers in agricultural
research, special eiffort to collect such literature has been
made by the Agricultural Research Library since its establish-
ment in the fall of 1923, up to the present, 1429 sets or
17,439 volumes of ofricial gazetteers and 567 sets or 3893
volumes of other geographical works have been collected, About
20,000 Mexican doilars, including administrative expenses such
as purchasing, cataloguing, repairing, making cardboard book-
cages, and so iforth, were spent., It is already a fine collection
of Chinese official gazetteers, which is about the same size as
that of the Library of Congress in washington., 5o far as we know,
there are two collections which are considerably larger than ours,
one in the National Peiping Library, Peiping, and the other in
the Hastern Library of the Commercial Press, Shanghai; each con-

tains more than 2600 sets of official gazetteers. 5ut even these

are far Ifrom,complete, as is evidenced by the above estimate and
\

also by the fact that gazetteers present in one collection are
frequently lacking in other famous collections, O0ld editions,
especially those of Sung, Yuen, and liing bynasties, can only be
located here and there, and duplicates can be secured only by
manusceript copying; while new ones are endlessly issued and
deserve careful and continuous attention., It will be of great
value if such a collection can be made as complete as possible,
so0 that such literature can show its full value =nd that rare
editions?igfely be pregerved,

We hope anxiously that our collection of official gazetteers

may be made as complete as possible.(ﬁg/;;;\ggﬁjvery much handi-
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paped by shortage of funds, In the first three years, we had

an annusl budget of 3000 Mexican dollars (excluding administra-
tive or handling expenses) for purchasing gazetteers, agricul-
tural books, and the like, but now only have 1000 dollars a year.
On the other hand, the price of this class of books increases
very rapidly, and is already three or four times more then it

wag several years ago:

1. Owing to the general and rapid advancement of all prices and
costs in the recent years of the Republic.

2, Owing to the general increase of collectors appearing during
the last few years.

3, Owing to the fact that the remaining old editions are becoming
comparatively scarce,

Even with our whole budget concentrated on the purchasing of
oftficial gazetteers, the growth of the collection is very much
limited., Good chances for purchasing are liable to be lost.

Nor can we attford to extend the effort for collecting very rare
ones, because they are much more expensive. Indeed, we need
considerable additional funds for purchasing such literature.
considering all these needs and opportunities, we make the follow-
ing request in minimum terms:

$2,000 Gold annually for purchasing of gazetteers and works
of similar uses,

$5,000 Gold for immediate purchases, as the price of gazet-
teers increases very rapidly, the earlier the purchases the
lower the price will be.

$5,000 Gold for collecting very rare ones either by purchasing
or by copying, especially for copying those copies of Sung,
Yuen, and ling Dynasties occasionally preserved here and
there in different libraries.




Notes on the Usefulness of Chinese Official

wazetteers

Chinese regional gazetteers in their modern form were
developed in the Sung Dynasty (960-1276). Since then, enormous
numbers of works have accumulated, Although they were frequently
edited by unqualified officials, many were compiled by great scho-
lars, BEven the inferior ones preserve much local source material
and information which are found no where else. #“heir nature and
use may well be explained by quoting from a recent paper on
"Chinese Books" by Dr, Walter i, Swingle of the U, S. Department
of Agriculture,

"Another itield in which Chinese records are unrivaled is
that of the so-called gazetteers or annals for each adminis-
trative division of the country. ‘hese gazetteers of the
empire, the provinces, prefectures, and districts are veritable
mines of information as they not only give full accounts of the

mountains, rivers, roads, lakes, estuaries, ete,, but also of

the political subdivisions, villages, temples, etc.,, and records

of the natural products and manufactures of the region, or re-
markable events, and above all elaborate and full biographies of
famous men and women native to the region, +hose who have seen
most of this branch of Chinese literature are most impressed with
its value as a source of material for study orf China and its pro-
ductions and local history. All the gazetteers noted above are
ofricial in character, but there are others deseribing rivers,
mountains, temples, and islands that are unofiicial but often of
very great interest,”

The gazetters also contain maps, census, reports, records of




native tribes, acreage of culvivated land, rates and lists of
taxes, accounts of education, social customs, bibliography of books
written by local people of or about the region, and many other
things of similar interest, 1t is indeed a great branch of
Chinese literature which is absolutely necessary tor cultural
and social studies of all kinds,

ihe volume of this elasé‘of chinese literature is really
great, China as whole, and every province, every prefecture,
almost every district, and frequently even some small locality

in a district, has an official gazetteer. such gazetteers in

well-developed regions are usually rewritten every 50 or 100

years and some have been revised as many as ten or more times.
There are more than 20 provinces, about 800 pretectures during
I'sing Dynasty, and some 1800 districts in China. ‘“he provincial
and prefectural gazetteers are often very voluminous works, and
even the district gazetteers often contain ten to twenty or more
books, ifrequently bound in as many volumes, It is estimated that
in all probably about 2500 different regions have been covered by
gazetteers and that over 10,000 different revisions have been
published during the past seven or eight hundred years, probably
in all at least 100,000 volumes, Of course, not all of them are
extant; many old editions are already lost, as their circulation
is usually local and limited and they could easily disappear,
Nevertheless, about half of them or at least 5000 sets may be
found at present if exhaustive survey and special effort will be

made without limitation.
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