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Among the m11110n$ of'wanderxng refugees 1n;Ch1na today there

e f
' are many s+udents who have lost their hames, and who do not have

Eiy the means to continue their educatlons. Many have Joined the: avmed f'f{fif

forces of thelr country, but the magorlty have been dmscouraged by

’ the government from volunteering, for. the reason. that uhlang

~

au‘Shek wishes to preserve for the perlod of postdwar reconstruotlon

‘¢

as amm@ﬁaﬁ poss1b1e of the young 1nte11eotuals. The followmng excerpts,

TR

were wrltten by students of tho Unlver31ty of Nanklng, and glve a viV1d
ploture of the triels whlch are undergone by gy“even the more fortunate

refugeesa .
' heokskokesk ookt ko R ok ok ke

e

dete~ The only changes that have been made in- these essajs have
been de81gned to clarify what might otherw1se be dlffncult 0 understandu
- Llementary errors in English have also been.ellmlnated,

***¢$¢*******

v@'u« o "“Vf{“ .
How to scape From -the Wor Reglon
: by Kao I~Yong R
(Thls boy is a sfudent of Agriculture, a qulet restra1ned9ﬁdy chap
who gives promlue of becoming a good scholar

On the flrst of Nbvember, 1938 I together with my younger bro%hel,
Chlng,and ny 81ster, Fan, left Nanklng for Lanllng, Anhuen. Thet should
have been a ohort and convenlent trip of about 300 11 (lOO miles) but .

it cost us three days and much moneye sesolt was early in the mornnng

“jwhen we carrled two bags, two boxes, and one basket on our shoulders

‘to the statlon. Many people were waltlng for the train, There were” 
fold women, young boys wretched beggars, ‘the well-tOwdo, mercAhnigD
and memebers of the 1ntelllgent c1asses. Hbre there was no difference'in”io!

, rank. Every plaoe'was crowded,,ana}a.r e o ’ Vo

From early mornlng until bw111ght we - llngered at the s tqﬂtnon..,g.ilb




" i l\Ian:nl«::».ng. All we could see was . sea of headsg ese We flnally hlred a

' eool:Le :E‘or for‘by cents to shoulder our belong;lngs to the Ta-a:a Restaurarrb

' , .on Long S’cree‘t, where m j father had been;lodglng. esoe We found tha'b

our fa,ther had lef’c e few days earller :E‘or Hank:ow. We were too dls- .'-'
; appo:mted to speak...._ A A - | | . " ‘ . A
The next morning we .started for Leml:mg, about 120 11 ( f’orty/ mllee()
. away. At tha'l:. time all the” boa+s and stea:mers were be:mg; used: by Lhe

mllltary, s0 we work:ed out a plan whereby we mlght reach the clty a:ad

| find ref‘uge with our uncle. F:urst,. we walked about forty-flve 13 'l:o a

. place called Shlh-wel, Then we' went the rest of the way by boat on the

‘ Chlng-l Rlverl secne . , ; ‘
At about elght o'clock we began our JOumey.,ihe wea:t‘her was flne. ~.‘@-‘
On the muddy road there* wa.s noth:mg but pebbles and holes. On el’cher '-
s:Lde were rice flelds. voe Then we saw meny refugees comlng; from the - _
‘idli’feren‘b war reglons. We talked and sympathized with each other. The -v
'oonversa”cz.ons which we heard were full of' s:Lgh:Lng;, groanmg, and teare.
My ll’ctle sister, gan, was only thirteen. years of age, She walked
- with us slowly. It seemed as if her fee‘c were heavire I knew 1'b was 8 "
hard task for a young girl to walk so far, _ |
A “Be patlen'b Fane This long journey is 1ndeed the first time yo
| ~have walked so far, but th:v.s is" Just the beg:.nnlng; of our vagabond llfe.
We shall suff'er more pa:m than this later," |
. Yes:, I understa.nd tha‘b "answered my s:Lste'r.
/ dlscovered Ihha‘t she walked more quiekly than before. After a fewvi

A

'm:Lles we rested bes:Lde the road in a tea ShopPe ese. At ’chree oSclock

i

;1:0. Jche af'l,ernoon we arrlved at Shlh-wel. It was a small v:Lllage of ‘bhree

or four hundred people. There was a long; street through the mlddle where T

’ {' v people were busy tradlng;. We found en inn a.nd trled ’oo forget our fa’c:v.guee ® !

bl

= ’ A'l: half past four we had supper at the m:n. We had e:.gh*b dlshes of




-3T"Fellaw countrymen," he sald "bﬁfﬂdﬂties5&?6 ﬁrgeht@]?1eaee ie§ﬁ;,1»

IV'us.have the boat."
- '"we are refugees who have come g, long'waferyleasv let us go, "fglm§@¥
. prayedo - _ _ L
- M"s escaplng more, importent then flghtlng?“ That endded the matter,"“
We carrled our luggege back to the inne Ai‘ter the troops had passed on :
we joined others. who secured a boatd'whjch hed been hidden in some e
reedso » _ ’
At daybreak on the thlrd we anchored af & place six 1i from Lanllng.
After thlrty mlntes, we . arrlved at the home our uncle, who 1ntroduced

]
~us to each person in hlS famlly. I secured a-romm in. %he house of

anather, my third: uncle, ‘and lived there alone, asmonotonous 11fe.

_ In ‘that clty ‘there were no newspapers, and there'was no word fram
the batt]eflelds, nothlng but rumors. The frequent movementgof trgpps
puzzled everyone. svee N

(When.the‘enemy appraached;) The inhebitants of the city Were
suspicious all day long, as if the disaster might atfack them’at'any ' :
moment. seee we hastlly packed books and clothing, and hastened 1nto the ef'
country, to” 8 small v111age called Chang Shu, three 1i from Lanllngg )

Our host anihls family had ‘left because they did. not cons1der the
..place safe, They moved away to avoid calamlty, Just as we moved in: to
aN01d ite * Could anyomne know surely whether any place was safe? At any
rate,'we lived there at least a month.

The landlord Mr. Liu, was a frugal mene ... he owmed three hundred
mew of land, In his house there were many small rooms, We lived in the :

storage spaces In this barn there wereFeveral hundred plculs of rlce,' -

~ There were mno door9 nor floor &H& ceiling, *he roof was made of hay, andh

‘ the'wall was of claye Near the entranve, there'was a wooden bedstead.vefﬂ< 1

At the 1eft ‘there was an open public t01let. The air was often dusty, ol v%tif,

- there was - a d%aagreeable odor. It was especlally cold in the'w1nter¢ I

7was not uncomfortable because I was accustomed to suoh clrcumstances,
P \,

Qand consmdered mvself 8 v111ager.

Surroundlng the ulllage there was 8 bnook about four feet w1dn i




'R

f.'lve feet w1de. Tha't deed water was used for 1rr1gat10n, wash:.ng clothes,

‘ and ‘for ralslng ducks a.nd geeses: It was also a defense agalnst robbers.

A path crossed a‘.wooden "brldge 1nto Jrhe flelds. Nearby"'was a shallow":r‘»
-and mudd'y rlvu'l.e’c in which there were fishes and alllp‘ators. °ss
(ﬁehlnd ’chere was .2, grove of ba.mboos. The vi llagers called 11: the
Bitter Bainboo arden, A great many green ond slehder bamboo stalks
grew from the gromnd. That was our only resource for ag_ricultu_r'-a},
tools, and for fuele | o

 (Here Nr, Kao remained L’ll’l’Lll he had a ch‘ance to mak:e the arduous o

A

trlp up the Yang'bze to Szechua.n.)

*M/;g*wa;%»
Wandamng Llf'e
by Hsi Kong-ming ‘

( This boy is a son of ome of the better families of the former
Wanking, eand has a background of culture and comfort, He accepteéd the
hardships of war conditions with a.stuperb good spirite After assooiatlng
with him for more than a year, one of his teschers ecould say with a free
conscience that he had never detected any SJ,gn of a.ny‘thlng mean or;‘ small
in #f him, He is an excellent studemt,)

After the announcement of the govermment that the capltal would be
: removed from Na:nlclng; to Chungklng s 1t was decided by the admlm stred:lon
,of‘ our university that we should move to Chengtue Before we star'bed on
- our journey, we devided into three groups for the sake of convenlenoe. :
I was in *bhe first party, whlch left for &anlcow on the steamship
Chan%ha on the twenty-fifth of November,

When it was daybreak I packed, and prepared to go to the dock,

Unfortunately, when we irere ready to move, the Japanese airplbanes came, -

and we had our one hundred and fifteenth air rald, The sounds of machine. il

guns and carmons mingled w:L'bh those of bombs and. alrplanes, which crea’ced 2 |

s’cﬂﬁ%‘. harmony. I thought at the  time 'bha‘b this ’ch:;.ng ‘could not
terrify us s but only would encourage us to fight Japan more flrmly.

~ While the su'ens were st:Lll blow:.ng;, we Wen’c to Hsmkwrm (the water
o fron‘b) ‘two hours 1ater. As we passed through the clty for ‘che last

tlme I looked on ‘the magm flcen'b bu:.ldlng;s » and the orderly sbree’ts .




v"'wvstretched my body 1n the fresh alr, aﬁd was cquortable again, except %EL

4$f 1n gvttlng‘on. : L ’the shmp. The place whach we occupled was ordlnarlly'j

‘:‘ a ﬁa?t of the hold of the shlp, and was 1ntended to be used only for
h,merchandlﬁe..ﬂawvver, 1t'was now used for the fourth class passengers
| such as ourselves, As I iooked across 1t there'was a w11d d;rk.prospect;j‘
| ‘ r',’was as dark and dlrty as a prlsOna ‘ | ‘ ‘. | ‘ |
N The f]oor'was very hard belng made of steelF and studded wuth iﬁ*j j
the ﬁeads of rlvets and the edges of pTates but we had no other beds.
"fAt first we had thls place to ourselves, wut when nlght ceme’ the weather
;'changed. There was a fwerce w1nd, and big wames, whlch caused some ‘of th?“w
Mpassengers on deck to demand shelter 1n.our refugeg Wb fmnally admlﬁted
.i‘vabout a hundred women. sind their bables, on the understand1ng that we :‘i 

. be allowed to malntaln order.».. L . SRR
%hen there'was qulet, as we were all t:red out, Wé took turns watehm

our baggage all nlght 1ong. When my turn ended I qulckly sank to sleep
;bln my ap901n+ed place, The flrst th:ng 1 saw in the morning was the
';reflectlon of the wameso Wb were on our way. Wé had neither water :‘
for washlng}nor rice to eai, I got a con of Water from the rlver, and %%h
washed roughly. T ate some blsau1ts and sweets w1£h ny campanlons.f'

.[ There'was nothlng to do all day Jong but to sit and télk quletly.
HWé had no books, and there was no ehance to get any exerclse. Some of
",us _ : oards, and fhere were others who had mu51cal 1nstruments. Wé
all had some fruit and cakes. Thus we ate and sang and played. The |
'tlme passed as steadlly as’ the Shlp mQVed.

1et we suffered mich dlscquort. There'was no proper food.‘Wé had

"hot food on1J tw1ce in three days, and durlng the whole tlme we had no i

}fwater bo drlnk. When we arrlved in Hankow on the twenty—elght I
| o

4“

‘ that I felt_a deep SOrrow at 1eav1ng my homeo wﬁ '

Vv




we had txme 0 prepare for thls trlp, we dld not have 50 much trouble on“ ‘ 

vour weay o Ichang. We bought plenty of food especlally oranges, in

~order to aneld starvang on board, Three hundred people of our Uhlversity ‘\ﬁl

crowded on board that small boats There were.no other passengerss
I occupled a sectlon of the deck a551gned to me, end my comrades
lay be51de mee Iﬁdeedg 1t'was very convenlent for readlng and playlng
together. We got up at half past seven, but dld not’ have breakfast
until ten o 1olocke Th1S'was because the people of this part of Chlna _

have enly twe meals 2 day,'whlch is dlfferent from.the custam in Nanklng@

We spent much 'of the rest of the dey phiying cardse A ragdf made our f,“'i

2

' table, on which we played Bridge, Flve Hundreéd, end Flshlng {1)e Several E
of us played chess. We seng many somgs, too, both class1cal and Jazz,'
aceompanled by our own 3nstruments. So we had a very 1nterest1ng times

o Slnce the water level was low, Wwhe boat dared not go when it was dark
’,We stopped every nlght and sametlmes we etopped in the afternoon'when

A we reached a canven:ent town or v1llage.' So every afternoon we went on
shore to observe the customs and manners of the country peoples Wé talkaﬂ
to the old fatherse We imitated their language, and talked 1ncessantly, |

cmnd I thought that there is nothing so interesting as taliking to a man

- from a strange places geesn

We bopght meny famous 1ocal productse Most of what we bought was fooﬂd
| such as’ cakess oragges,,and 50 forth. In the: evening, smnce we had mo
~electr1&1ty, we could do nothlng except talk. We sat on ouw beds, and
'dld what we llked to do bést, From this, I learned that pirl studants
engoy eatlng much more than do boys. They could eab all day long, They
were not like us boysg who did not'want to eat except at the proper
"txmes. N
\ We did mch debatlng emong ourselvee. We argued about lessons,
'.about soclety, and even sbout boys and, glrls. Our boat, salled along
Qf day after day, and our . 1nterestxng 11f9 lasted as long as 1t salled.

¢

- On the seventh day we_reached Ichang, and found ourselves 1ndeed far fran

A,




-

' It'was very dlfflcult to buy tlckets fram Ichang *o Chungklng. There QQ”Q
twenty

ﬂtwere thousanqﬁ %f people 'waltlng for passage up the famous Gorges. Wé

| Ef reg;stered at the govermment offlce,'and at the verious steamshlp agencles. ykv

;V‘f:Wé asked verious people to help USe It was ) dafflcult problem, and we walheﬂ

,'ﬁ‘#_xhere ‘for about three weekss Then I heard Of some soldiers who were ab@ut

b0 start for the Westeo We went to their commander, and hhen he heard that
" “we were college students he promised to help us, He gave us uniferms and

badges whieh enabled us to travel with the soldiers,: who treaféd us very well

{

The scenery along the River is so beaut:ful and marvelous that I felt

as. if I y¥éf£ had been in another worlde essesse The mountains are mnot 11ke

those of the Lower Yangtze, which are del:cﬂte and shapely, but small. Here Sl

the mounta:an are vaste They are thousands of feet high, and hundreds of
miles long° Several of fhem wore white crowns of snow about thexr summlbs
far sbove use Proviously I had seen such things only in the mov1es, but
now'I ‘realized that Chmna has as mugh beautiful scenery as any other .

céun’bryo cosoee

The river rolled 88% around the curve of the mountaims, Scmetimes the

river seemed to end in sam;'majesti¢ mountaine Sometimes we sailedvbeﬁeath
a c¢liff which projected from the range.'The water flowed rapidly; the waves
roared violently, and pushed the ship from side to side as if they were

¢ engrye I looked at the director terrace (the- the bridge) whe%e a few men
were worklng dlllgently. The captain, who wore a clean and embroidered
uniform stood near the window with his telescope, I respected him snd

‘ hls staff very much because of their special skill to help hundreds of
_people to go to another place through a hard waye

B On the deck I met a sallor. He told me memny thlngs about the shmp,.

" about its machines, and 1ts crewste told e the names of places on shore,
and meny interesting storles about theme I wandered with him when the ship
: ”stopped. (This ‘happened, évery‘night. ) I talked With him when he was out of

. duty, and I llked hns character, pollteﬁess, and honesfy. I made frlends wnth

V{Vhlm.




The olimste of %‘mmg Szechutm is warmer ‘$hen that of Nanlcmg. Though
'1'l7 was mnter, yet the green plamks were g;row:mg verv prosperously ont’ the
hillsides. From thls we also realized tha‘c Szechusn is very | rlch. Indeed,
_f;‘she hes @6 many ‘kinds of mines, plants s and anunals. I thlnk that mhen the ‘;

'cozmnumcatlons of Szechuan have been improved Szechuan will be the best staﬁe
' vor pvov1nce in the worlde | i
' \ : . ‘ - o .
On the second day after we arrived we reached Wanhsién, which is one
» _ = o , nme..

of the larger —citi es on the River,' She has' modern ésta’blishments,‘ witlhou;b'

‘some’ of theé bad customs of other cltles. In 'l:hls place oragnges ‘are. so. very' - e

'cheap that we were able to get turenty or more for ten cen’csm The smell is

very sweeb, ~the best oi‘ any orange I have ever tas+ed. The merohan‘b told me e

it

‘chat‘_’flus orgnge is- the anoe;s*bor of the Amerlcan;v&rlety,‘ the Sunkists
“Meny years ago there was a “Spanishu'merchant in Chinae On his travels' he w‘as'

-1 fortunate as to eat Szeehuan oranges which he liked very muchs When he

returned to Spain he ’cook with him many seeds, Later, and Amerlcan in Spa:m -

liked the oranges, and took seeds to. Californiae Thus the,‘Su:nklst came
into' the worlds I listened to the mer¢hants lecture, and I ].ooked]An the

¢lovely oraBges. I felt very interestedd

Other femous things in Wa;rﬂlsien" are the Wan-an Bridge s and the TJ‘Ie’s’cei'zr"'

Hills Park. The former 51ts shove a large stream about flfty me‘bres wides

The bridge is made of }'fltf)ﬁp{ lerge stones in. a great arch, It is very magblfin

cent and great when seen from'a distences The Western Hiflls Park is bull'b

‘along the hillsidess It 1s so splendid e.nd}lovely that there is not another \‘
Park like it along the Rivere, The 'botal area is about twenty square lls |
. More then ’cwo square miles ?) She has everything ‘chat a Park must have. R
Indeed, she ‘is beautiful both ar‘clflclally and naturally. I lingered théré' ‘A

-t

- until the globe was covered’ with darkness. ‘ v
Two days later we safely arrlved in ﬂ}ﬁﬁ}{éﬂ Chungk:mg. Then we went to ’

Chengtu by bus s a.nd our wanderlng life was ended. soreee

g




If I were Fortunate Enough to Méet{My‘HuShahd Agaih o

o by PEO Ezgchl 2 SR '
( She is a friendly, kind- et girl whose husband is taking gradyate .
“work in the United States, ) I S i Ry :

A o
....C0..‘0.0......0’@'..0 .

‘i‘.:T ' People ofkone famlly are scattered by'war, and they always dream that thyey fw

may one day go back to the1r homes. sooe lJersonall:)rt. I sysmpathlze with those ;dﬁ'
people who are suffereing in wayr timee Since my departure from my husband
31X»months has elapsed. During my 1e1sure hours, espeoLally in the stil11 -
nlght I ‘always think of what I shall do if I am fortunate enough 5

B meet my husband agaln. {

' -China needs her youth tO‘wake up and glve 1ost support to yhelr
country. Since our government has determlned to resist Japan to our

last men, we have faith' that vlctory shall be ‘ours if the'war be prolonged

as long as possible., We are further convineced thatﬂggﬁ#EJapane must be beateh !

81nce t@%@r finencial strength is nob sufficients So we have g very :
: brlght future for China and her younger generatione - ‘
Ip Iwere fortunate enought to meet my husband again, supp051ng that
the preuent war does not’ end, my first ambition would be to sacrifice
everythlng and go together with my husband to the front,. et our new
home be built there, and not in the rear, At that tlme my husband shall have'
- a gun on his shoulder as a soldier, and I shall be wearlng the white clothes
'of a nurse.,Hand in hand, we shall march forward to fight our dread enemy.,
Chlna is now in the tran31t10nal stage, Every man and woman should glve
his whole hearted support in every respect, _amy of our brethren have d1ed
at the fronf, and many hame been’ Wounded by‘our fatal enemy, What shall
we do to meet the need? I beseech my husband to come back #o that | my
'ambltlon may be realized, -
Some people believe that educated men and'women should not sacrifice

o themselves, ‘that they should be sawed for the time of resconstrmctlon@ But

I say that our salvatlon demands that everyone go to the front, although |

' there 1s sti11 much'to be done 1n the rear, Men and women of today should notwhviyévﬂ

1f4 dream sweet dreams. Chlna 8 future s now at stake, and her fate rests on

~ . : . S

the shouldensof her youth.




x

S:b it is proper “to- say tha‘c the fujcure of Chlna is brlgh’c. Let ors work
hard at presen'b 1’3& try to be patlent. I\Tothlnw venture ‘no’chlng have. I:f.‘

. you want hanplness, you must Pay fdr' 1'ts I:f’ I were. fortunate enoun*hjé to )
meet my husband agaln, I should urge h:Lm to. follow those pioheers
who have paved the road for us. The r#formation’ of Ch:ma cannot be' achnoved

Wi'thout sacrlfwe. et us not dream of happln,ess w:.thout con51der1ng the

o way :m which it must be achlevedo sene L ahall urge my husband to assure ‘
our fu‘oure happiness by try'u ng to bulld a new home" for Chlna, |

When the Dark Per:od is over I shou'td 11ke to choose a. day for a
s:econd Weddlng c’eztemony ‘to Wltness ’cha‘c we have been reborn in &

New China in which we,may flnd happlness for the res’c of our l:ures.

i
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