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CHEELOO UNIVERSITY
Chengtu, China

Office of the Dean of Women
December 8, 1945

Mrs. Plumer Mills and the Women's Committee
150 Fifth Avenue
New York City

Dear Mrs, Mills:

You must have been waiting patiently or impatiently for this long-
neglected letter from the Dean of Women of Cheeloo University. I am sorry that I
am to blame for this undue delay. First, I was very late in coming on account of
illness and then when I did come, I was so slow in getting acquainted with the ins
and outs of things here that I did not feel myself competent to give you & fair
picture of our life.

May I begin with the registration cf the women students which has reached
a total of 196 this year, a little over 2/5 of the complete enrollment. Of this
number, 40% are in the Arte Crllege, 27% are in the Mocical College and the recst are
science students. They come from fifteen different provinces with Szechuan taking
the first place, as regards numbers, with 65. Shantung comes second with 28, Yopel
third with 26, while the rest are distributed more or less evenly among the other
twelve provinces. There are more Non-Christians than Christians, the latter being
rather less than a third of the 196, However, they represent more than ten differ-
ent denominations, with the A.B.C,F.M. in the lead with 29, the Presbyterian next
with 25, and other denominations such as Methodist, Church of Christ in Ohina, the
L.M,S., Lutheren, Baptist, C.I.M., Friends,Christ Church, and Brethren are fairly
evenly represented. Most of these Christian girls participate in the University
Christian Fellowship sponsored by the students themselves, with faculty members as
advisers. This Fellowship holds a regular devotional every week and the women stu-
dents teke an active part in it. In fact, the chairman of the Fellowship is one of
our girls. About three weeks ago a spiritual Retreat was held by the Fellowship
and there were over 100 students present, amongst whom more than a third were girls,
Some of the non-professed Christians went also, At present a Christmas celebdbration
is under way, in spite of the fact that the term examinations will be much earlier
than other years,

While we rejoice for the things the Christien students are doing, we can-
not but feel the tremendous need of a person of strong Christian character who can
devote herself entirely to the care of character~building and spiritual welfare of
the womer students in this institution., It more than pays to have such a person on
the staff,

Next, let us come to the dormitory, whose physical plant is well known to
you all, so I shall just confine myself to a few things which have occurred since I
ceme. It must be owned that when I first ceme, I found the morale of the women's
dormitory e little startling and semewhat disheartening, though I was perfectly
aware of the fact that the students were passed on from one person to another a lit-
tle too often between the end of last term end the beginning of this, With the
numbers overflowing the dormitery, it was quite a problem to make things go smoothly
and happily. No doubt you all know that the place should only accommodate 125, but
there were over 149 on the list and most of them non-residents in this city. Finelly
the elder girls sacrificed their comfortable reading-room fer the neweomers, and in
turn the new students expressed their wish to go without the wooden lockers so as te
let in twe more boarders., In this newly-adapted room, 16 girls are accommodated,
meking a total of 142 boarders altogether. I know this is far from being igeal, but

what else could one do when all these extra ones had alreedy been admitted before I
ever arrived,
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With the lack of a library of our own (though we are more than thankful
for the free use of the one belonging to the West China Union University) and without
our only reading room now, the girls are using the dining room for study in their
spare time, especially in the eveningse. A corner about one-sixth of the dining-room
is soreened off for a small reading room where newspapers and the like are placed,

Since I have a teaching load of 6 hours a week, I felt it necessary to have
someone to help me in the office and in dealing with trifling matters concerning the
students in the dormitory, I consider myself very fortunate to have secured the
services of Miss Judy Weng, e graduate from the Sociology Department of our Univer-
sity, After graduation she worked in connection with the Y.W.CeAs in this city for
three years. Being an old-timer herself, she 1s able to see things from the stend-
point of both the faculty and the students, which forms a natural link between us.
She is doing very nicely and is being looked upon as & big sister in & femily. By
our combined efforts we ean hold conferences with students several times a week,
either individually or in groups. I am glad to relate that such confidence hours
are well spent, especially with the new students. In addition, I have had an
"opinion box" made to receive suggestions end ideas for improvement in our daily life,.
This is found to be very helpful and effective. We find now that most of the stu-
dents strive to become better and to have their institution more reputable in every
waye

*

Soon after I came it was discovered that the servents were in the hebit of
gambling in the derk hours, which seemed to me quite a serious matter, so after in-
vestigation, we felt that their work was far too light to be healthy, When one of
them threatened to leave for good we just let him go, and had the work rearranged
soon after among those who were left. Now everyone seems quite happy with a busy
day and well-earned rest at night. In order to make good use of the ex-servant's
wages, 1 made arrangements to have it advanced to me to buy some charcoal and two
charcoal braziers to be lighted on Wednesdays end Saturdeys when the students have
their baths, Thus we incidentally not only solved the problem of gambling emong the
servants but also did something worth while without further taxing the University
budget,

About a fortnight ago Miss Hickson passed on to me a copy of Mrs. Mills'
letter to Miss Curtis in which she mentioned the matter of scholarships. I am glad
that you have that in mind, too, as there seems to be such a great need of financial
help for the students that it is hard to say exactly how much is needed. Judging
from the present situation, it would be safe to say that those who needed scholar-
ships before V-J Day will still need them, es they are still cut of f from their
family support or other sources of financiel aid.

My Christmas and New Year greetings to you all, and may the Price of Peace
reign throughout the whole world.

Yours sincerely,

Rush C. Chen
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April 15, 1924.

Dr. Co. Yo Cheng
600 West 122nd Street
New York City

Dear Dr. Cheng,

We all greatly regret that you were unable to be present
at the meeting of the Shantung University Board last week. My Secretary
during the meeting brought your letter to me and I read it in full to
the Board, whioh accepted your excuses with regret. You have probably
ere this received a copy of the Minutee of the meoting and have noted
various actions of the Board. The particular matter concerning which
I wish to write to you especially is in regard to the Vice~Presidency of
the University, the action appearing on page 4 of the Minutes.

You need not be told how cordial and sincere is the invi-
tation extended to you by all members and friende of Shantung Christian
University to the Vice-Presidency of that great and growing institution.
The Board knows that you have been giving the matter sarmest thought and
prayer and is convinced that you are quite ready to follow the leadership
of God for the future course. On the other hand, you are fully aware of
the wonderful opportunity for large and increasing usefulness through the
Vice-Presidency of an important Christian University which ie furnishing
leadership for such a large and stalwart portion of both the Christian
Church and also of the Chinese nation. The eleven or twelve denominational
Boards of Great Britain, Canada and the United Btates are cooperating more
and more closely with the growing Chinese Church. This is the largest num-
ber of Wission Boards I believe uniting in any institution in China, and
they are very desirous that Shantung Christian University will link ip more
and more closely with the Chinese constituency and Chinese life. In the
development of such closer relationships you would without doubt have the
largest part to play. The functions of the vVice~Presidenocy would, I be~
lieve, be largely of your own making and would actually be adapted to the
various types of activity in which you could render the widest service for
the Kingdom of God in China, I would expect that you would have large
opportunity for extensive service in influential ways in centers other than
Tsinan-fu. You, however, can picture these possibilities much better than
can I; I merely wish to assure you that you would have unusual freedom in
determining the activities of your office.

I? by any chance you have wondered why the North American
Joint Board has not pressed upon you its previous hearty votes of concurrance
in this invitation to you, may I state that we have considered that the matter
was in the hanmle of the Field Board of Managers and of the British Joint
Board with which you have had such close relationships and I have rather
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understood that those two Boards quite naturally desired to conduct the
negotiations with you. I trust that in writing this presont letter to
you I am not overstepping the bounds of courtesy and propriety, but I

wish you to have a formal record of the thought of our Rorth imericam group
and of its extremely cordial vote that you may feel led to accept this
important office.

With warmest personal regards and with earnest prayer for
the fullest success of you undertakings for Christ, I am

Sincerely yours

George 1. Scott.
Secretary, North American Joint Board.
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