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’83 to-day mourns the ﬁrst loss by death’
smce graduation. Yan Few Tap died on!l

Tuesday at Colebrook, Coun. He was the’
nly one of the Chinese students of ’S3 who|
completed his course, and he did this |
through private aid after his governmeut\-‘
had. withdrawn its students. here. HeJ
made many friends by his manly bearing, |

unassuming and gentlemanly ways (mdg,

sincerity. Dr. Leonard Bacon thought a || I
great deal of him and there Tan found df
home during his college course. He be- |
came converted to (;hnstlamt_y while in col- ]
lege and was zealous in the Christian work, :
He prepared for Yale at Williston and both |
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YALE 1883.

DEAR CLASS‘Y\I ATES :

It is proposed to endow, in memory of our deceased
class-mate, YEw Fun TanN, a scholarship bearing his name in
the Christian College now being established at Canton, China

’

for the education of the Chinese.

It is promised that if the necessary amount is raised, a per-
petual “Yew Fun Tan MEMORTAL SCHOLARSHIP” will be estab-
lished; and that the first one to receive the income from the

fund will be Tan’s younger brother—YEw Kona Tan.

The amount necessary to endow such a scholarship is $1,000
of which one-half is looked for from among those who were
associated with Yew Fun Tan during the four years at Yale.

No more fitting and lasting monument could be raised to
our deceased class-mate, the memory of whose upright and
Christian character remains impressed upon us all.

Please send your contribution to

FRANCIS G. BEACH, Skc’y,
P. O. Box 254,
New Haven, Nov. 1, 1888. New Haven, Conn.

N T i DR Rt
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YEW FUN TAN.

Among the students of the Educational Mission
sent out by the Chinese government in 1872 was
a boy named Yew Fun Tan, distinguished among
his fellows for his moral and intellectual gifts.
Coming from a country where the light of nature
is not widely obscured by heathen darkness, he
had exalted ideas of right and duty, a hope of
Heaven and fear of the consequences of wrong-
doing. 8o readily did his heart open to receive
the Gospel message, upon such mellow soil did the
seed fall, that it sprang up and bore fruit abun-
dantly, and henceforth a fearless love of truth be-
came the ruling motive of his life. Often in cir-
cumstances that tempt other children to falsehood,
his unhesitating “I did it”” put to shame the
compatriots of George Washington, and his
patience and magnanimity toward his playmates
were a reninder of One greater than Washington.

These boys were placed in New England fami-
lies to learn English, and to prepare for school
and college. The family in which Tan spent"most
of these years of preparation, he ever afterwards
considered his home, until God took him to the
Eternal Mansions.

In 1876 Tan went to Nilliston Seminary, East-
hampton, Mass., to prepare for college. While
there he took a high stand, and proved his mastery
of the English language by carrying off a prize
for declamation.

His home letters during that period evince a
growing earnestness and desire to minister to
the needs of his family in China.

The account of his religious experiences while
in Easthampton is given chiefly in the words of
his pastor :

“One evening in the spring of 1878 five Chinese

students, then in Nilliston S8eminary, came to me
and asked to have a’talk, wishing to unite with
the church. My inquiries revealed in each such
intelligence, such sincerity of purpose, such true
religious experience as I have seldom found in

young men of their age. I had been informed
that so public an act at this time would imperil
the interests of the Mission, and that there were
other students anxious to confess Christ, with
whom they might join later when the danger
was over. I therefore tried to show them that
there was a claim of others, which called them
to foregn the privilege for the present. These
young men, who were ready for martyrdom,
thought it cowardly to refrain from avowing
openly the Christian faith, and Tan was the first
to catch the idea of the true heroism of self-
sacrifice for the general weifare. I found that
these students had had deep thoughts of God,
duty and the future during their childhood in
China. There had been a longing and groping of
the soul even while yet heathen. The great de-
liverance from sin and the atonement now filled
their minds.

“] was much impressed by their gentlemanly
bearing, their scholarship and their exemplary con-
duct, but most of all by their deep sense of grati-
tude to God for bringing them to the knowledge of
Jesus. Tan was the leading spirit in all these ex-
periences, and with the overflowing gratitude of
his heart came a consecration to God’s plans
through them for China, both as patriots and fol-
lowers of Christ. They organized a little society,
called the Chinese Home Missionary Society, with
the following preamble :

‘“ ¢ We, whose names are hereunto annexed, be-

lieving that the best interests of our country and
of religion require the foundation of this Mission,
do humbly implore our Heavenly Father to breathe
into us his own spirit and make us instruments of
promoting His Kingdom in our own country and
the world.” They also entered heartily into all the
religious work of the seminary, taking active part
in the meetings for prayer and study.”

It was during Tan’s first year at Yale College
that the great crisis of his life occurred. The va-
cations were spent at the Chinese headquarters at
Hartford, Conn., whither they went to study Chi-
nese, and while there they were expected to join
in the worship of Confucius. Persuaded to con-
sider this as only an act of patriotism, not of re-
ligious observance, Tan was reluctantly yielding
the instincts of his own conscience to the judg-
ment of older Christians, and preparing to join
the service, when the officials observing his tardi-
ness demanded, ‘ Would you rather not—young
man—engage in this service?’’ and exactly truth-
ful in all the emergencies of life, Tan replied, ‘I
would rather not, yet I will do it.”” Then their
rage became uncontrollable, and for a moment it
seemed as though they would kill the frail youth,
alone and defenseless before them, but they satis-
fied their anger by confining him and ordering him
back to China in disgrace. With another student
disgraced for similar reasons, Tan escaped from
the train after they had started for San Francisco,
and returned to the friends who cared for him dur-
ing the remainder of his college course.

The Chinese Educatiohal Mission was soon re-
called, and Tan applied for membership in the
church at Easthampton. We quote again the
words of his pastor:

‘It was a blessed day for us all, very dear to
him and me, for a tender love like that of father
and son existed between us. He had expressed
the wish that I should give him the right hand of
fellowship into the Church of God. May I be wor-
thy to be received by him into the higher fellow-
ship of the Church above.”

On account of a heart difficulty Tan was un-
able to work as vigorously as a sound man, but
his college record was high, and he devoted his
Sundays to teaching a class of laundrymen, of
whom he says: ‘“ They are noble fellows, and so
appreciative of my small services.”’

The discussions aroused by the Chinese Exclu-
sion Bill of 1882 were followed with keen interest
by Tan, and the able and eloquent protest con-
tained in his letter to the Hwvening Post, of April
12, 1882, called forth letters from Congressmen
and other prominent citizens, warmly commend-
ing his eloquence, patience and magnanimity.

After his graduation in 1883, Tan became an at-
taché of the Chinese Consulate in New York, where
his truth and integrity received another trying
test. The Consul, anxious to restore him to favor
with his government, proposed that he should
write a letter to the Chinese Minister, expressing
his regret that he had left the Chinese service, and
saying that he did not intentionally desert, but
that the train went on and’left him while he
stopped to get lunch. Tan was sorely perplexed,
for he appreciated the kind intentions of the Con-
sul, and felt reluctant seemingly to rebuke an
elder by expressing his disapprobation, But his
mind was clear on one point—*‘By God’s grace I
will never tell a lie.”

Tan wrote a letter, as desired, expressing his re-

| gret that his service to the government had been
interrupted, but omitting the fiction, which the
Consul supplied in a letter which he wrote to ac-
company Tan’s.

Tan was still unhappy, he could not rest con-
tent with any misrepresentation in his behalf.
We will quote his own words: ‘‘ My last letter to
you did not close with a very cheerful spirit, but I
can now say that I have done all that I could.
The day after I wrote you I felt I must go up and
tell the Consul that my missing the train was in-
tentional, and I told him that if hereafter any
good thinga should come to me from that letter, I
could not bear to think that it was due to my
lying representations, or to my allowing a lie to
pass. The Consul replied that the Minister knew
all about me, and that they had already talked
about me, and that the letter was a mere form.
Such is the Chinese way | Well, I am glad if they
know just what kind of a fellow I am.”

He little realized how nearly this was his last
act. A month later he was very ill, and ere two
months had passed he had gone to render his ac-
count to the God of all truth. What wonder that
the Consul on hearing of his death exclaimed: ‘¢ If
we all lived such lives we need not fear to die !”’

When Tan became too ill to continue his duties
he returned to his beloved home, where his life
ebbed gently away. Two days before his death
l his sweet voice joined in the Sunday evening

hymn, and talking of the trials and faith of the
| Patriarch Job, Tan expressed himself as able to say
with Job: ‘“ Though he slay me yet will I trust him.’*

Some lives, like beautiful flowers, remain in the
memory a perpetual joy, though no powers of de-
scription can ever reproduce their beauty and
fragrance when once they have perished.

Nearly five years have passed since that bitter
hour when Yew Fun Tan met and conquered the
sharpness of death, but to those who knew him
the beauty of his life is unfading; his home letters,
breathing out tender love and gratitude, seem
fresh as yesterday, although the little boys who
called nim ‘‘their dear old uncle’” are grown to
manhood.

In one letter he says: ‘““I have been so far in
my life a constant receiver. I pray God in some
future time I may be as blessed in thegiving asin
the opportunity to give.”” His desire was realized
both in his Colebrook and his New Haven home,
where, in the place of absent sons, he ministered
to the parents in their last days, and consoled the
households in the hour of bereavement.

The stone which marks his grave is a token of
the gratitude of those to whom he had endeared
himself as a brother, and bears the inscription:
‘““Ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but
fellow citizens with the saints and of the house-
hold of God.”

One of these brothers by adoption conducted
the funeral service, and paid a touching tribute to
his memory, and he was laid to rest on the New
England hillside at the feet of those who had been
to him as father and mother. Four Chinese class-
mates, who had returned to this country, gently
lowered his body into the grave, the Chinese Con-
sul and attendants, in their rich Oriental dress,
mingling with the country folk in the simple and
golemn ceremonies. Even as ‘‘they shall come
from the East and the West and the North and the
South to sit down together in the Kingdom of
God.”
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ST. LOUIS, MD..
9th. December 1904.

My dear Miss Carrington:-
I hasten to answer your let-
ter of the 6th. instant. The size of Tan's picture, even with
crating, is not too large for Mr. Tong's trunk, and I would
thank you to have it sent here as soon as possible, as my atta-

che is leaving at an early date. Ir, Tong will stop at Shang-

hai for a few days and proceed to his home in Canton where the

College is situated, thai is, if it had been removed from Macao.
The name and exact location, Macao or Canton, of the College is
most essential, and I hope the Trustees will forward me the de-
sired information without further delay.

The short sketch of Tan's life is very touching, pathe~
tic, and yet cheering. While in Yale, we studied together, play-
ed together, though Tan's delicate health did not permit him ée
to enter heartily into those hardy sports I delighted in. Tan
was a geltle, kind, and considerate friend, he would sacrifice
a great deal for the sake of others. One particular virtue he
had was never losing higé temper, no matter how great was the
provocation, his calmness had the effect of cooling the heat of
those in anger. Death deprived China of a loyal son, his fri-
ends of a true friend,the Christian Church of a sincere and
faithful follower. 1t is indeed regrettable that I can not de-
corate his grave that contains the earthly remains of one of my
dearest friends, since I return with my family, the end of this
month or the first days of January, to make my report in Peking.

With kindest regards, I am,

Miss Carrington. Yours faithfully,
ébbﬂ4A7yﬁCZcp/

Colebrook, Conn.
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