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September 19, 1928.

Bishop 1. He Roots,
Yook Point,
Niantic, Comn.

My dear Bishop Roots:

I am just starting my wark in New York in comnection
with the correlated program for cur Chima colleges. I am par-
ticularly anxious to see you at the earliest possible moment to
talk over the proposals for Central China University. If you can
give me an appointment either in New York or somewhere nearby, I
shall be glad to fit my time to your convenience.

You probably have seen & copy of the proposals that
were adopted at the meeting in July or at least a copy of the report
on the Central Chima situation which Mr. Tseo and I prepared after
our visit to Hankow in June. I believe that we have good prospects
at last of getting Central Chima University on its feet.

In this commection, however, the following paragraph
from a letter just in from Mr. F. Hr Hawkins, Secretary of the London
Missionary Society, is important:-

"On the general question of the Central Chima University,
I think the most vital matter arising is as to the attitude
of the American Church Mission. Without their full coopera-
tion it would, 1 am afraid, be useleas to proceed. Apart from
the considerations mentioned in your letter we have to take
into account the attitude of the New York leaders of that
Miss ion on the question of the Registration of Schools. Yo
are, of course, aware that after Dr. Wood's viait to Chima they
came to the decision not to register. As you no doubt know,
Bishop Roots dissents from this policy and is now in America
trying to get it altered, and I have no doubt you are in touch
with hime I am afraid that unless this complication can be
removed it will be difficult to make progress with the negotia-
tions for the Union University."




September 19, 1928.

Bishop l. He Roots,
Wlook Point,
Niantic, Comn.

My dear Bishop Roots:

I am just starting my wark in New York in comnection
with the correlated program for cur Chima colleges. I am par-
ticularly amxious to see you at the earliest possible moment to
talk over the proposals for Central China Universitye. If you can
give me an appointment either in New York or somewhere nearby, I
shall be glad to fit my time to your convenience.

You probably have seen & copy of the proposals that
were adopted at the meeting in July or at least a copy of the report

on the Central Chima situation which Mr. Tsao and I prepared after
ocur visit to Hankow in June. I believe that we have good prospects
at last of getting Central Chima University om its feet.

In this conmmection, however, the following paragraph
from e letter just in from Mr. F. Hr Hawkins, Secretary of the London
Missionmary Society, is important:-

"On the general question of the Central Chima University,
I think the most vital matter arising is as to the attitude
of the American Church Mission. Without their full coopera~-
tion it would, I am afraid, be useless to proceed. Apart from
the considerations mentioned in your letter we have to take
into account the attitude of the New York leaders of that
Miss ion on the question of the Registration of Schools. Yo
are, of course, aware that after Dr. Wood's visit to Chima they
came to the decision not to register. As you no doubt know,
Bishop Roots dissents from this policy and is now in Americe
trying to get it altered, and I have no doubt you are in touch
with hime I am afraid that unless this complication can be
removed it will be difficult to make progress with the negotia-
tions for the Union University."




Bishop L. H. Roots - 2.

With kindest regards to Mrs. Roots and yourself,

Yours very simcerely,




McCook Point,

Niantic, Conn.,
Sept. 27th, 1928.

wily

Dr. E. W. Wallace, Executive Secretary,
Committee for Christian Colleges in China,
150 Fifth Avenue,

New York, N. Y.

My dear Dr. Wallace:

Your letter of September 19th reaches me here, and I
am indeed glad to hear from you. The present crucial
question seems to be that of our Department of Misslons
and National Council in thelr attitude on the subject of
registration, and one or two allied themes. I am doing
ny best to have this attitude modified, and expect to
succeed some time during this next month. I hope to
see you about these matters in New York on October 1lst
or 2nd, which days I expect to spend mainly in New York
at 281 Fourth Avenue. Will you please let me have a
message there, telling me at what time and place on one
of those days I can see you.

In the meantime, I send to you herewith a copy of pro-
grammes for the operation of Central China University or
1fJ constituent institutions, which came to me some time
ago from Bishop Gilman. I suppose you have already seen
hese, but,in any case, I should like to talk with you
about them.

With most sincere regards,

Ever faithfy “ly voura,

//7 K}T Ol ./\(mﬁf,

.0

LHR/TW.

the Bishop's Secretary.

Bishop was leaving town before T had typed this
am taking the liberty of signing it for him, as
would want you to receive 1t by the 1lst of October.

; ﬁ/.
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Resolutions adopted by the Natiomal Council at Washington
October 9, 1928.

OCT

le Vhereas, It is not the function of the Chmyrch, as it
endeavors to make our Lord known in non-Christian lands, to
build up a system of purely secular education: And

2« TVhereas, under the various regulations for the registra-
tion of schools in China both the academic and religious
liberty of' the schools is seriously curtailed:

Se Therefore, the Natiomal Coungil considers that the follow-
ing are essential conditions for the registration of schools
supported in whole or in part by the aid of the Church in the
United States, mamely:

4. That nothing in the regulations or other regquirements
under which registration is to be effected shall:

(a) Porbid an open declaration of the Christian
character and purpose of the school.

(vb) Involve the murender of the title to or of the
control of property.

(c) Impair the suthority of the National Ceameil,
a8 trustees, through its representatives in Chima to appoint
and remove directors of the school, to determine its conduct,
and to select its principal and faoulty.

(d) Impair the right of the school to teach the
Ohristian religion and to provide Christian services as a re-
gular part of the school life.

6« Vhenever the Bishop, as the pepresentative in Chimm of

the trustees, finds that all the foregoing conditions can be
fulfilled, the Natiomal Council considers that the Bishop, with
the consent of the Coungil of Advice, would be justified in -
registering the school.

Ge It is understood that the fareguing shall supersede any
action previously taken by the Sational Council on this matter.




GENERAL CONVENTION

WASHINCTON, D. C

October 15, 1928

Dre b. B‘ Nallace
Room 903

150 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York

Dear Dr. Wallace: ngM&Wﬁro

I enclose herewith a copy~Qf the new Resolutions
concerning registration which were-passed by our
National Council om October 9. I neéd-pnot comment on
them further than to say that while they are not what
Bishop Graves or I desired had we not had meet one
another's differing views, they were adopted)by our
National Council and I hope will help us survive in
the 1ife and death 'struggle which our schools in Cen-
tral China are now facing.

1 send them on to you partly to keep you informed
but mainly to ask your advice as to the course which
you think it will be practicable under existing regu-
lations of the Government to pursue while still respect-
ing as, of course, we must do scrupulously these
Resolutions of our National Councile I shall be very
grateful for your advicee.

fith warmest regards,

Faithfully yours,

Koppadt! st




October 18, 1928.

Rte Reve l. Hs Roots, D.Ds,
¢/o General Conference of the
Protestant Episcopal Chmrech,
Vashington, Ds Ce

My dear Bishop Rools:

Thank you for sending me & ocopy of the action taken
by the Natiomal Council on Oglober 9. May 1 reply in a day or
two to your guestion as to the effect of this astion wupon the
Central Chins University and the schools of your missioni?

1 am writing this merning to express the earnest
hope that you may be able to be present ai the dimmer meeting in
the interests of the Chins colleges at the Hotel Comnodore on

October 29th, to which an invitation has already gone to you.

I hope that Dre John ¥, Wood and Drs Anson Phelps Stokes may be
present. Possibly we might srrarge a brief conferenge for a
later day of that week to consider the problems of Centxal Chima
University.

So many of our difficulties seem to be disappearing
that I am confirmed in my faith that we are being providentially
guided toward action which will make possible the creation of a
worthy training place for Christian leaders in Central Chimm.

Yours very sincerely,
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October 22, 1928.

Bte Eoave Ie Be Root', D.Do,
c/0 General Conference of the
Protestant Episcopal Church,
Washington, DeCe

My dear Bishop Rootls:

Dre Wellace is in Toronto for & few days so I am
taking the liberty of replying to one or two points in your letter
of October 20th on which you stated you would like to have informa-
tion as early this week as possible.

We are enolosing herewith copy of the Chinese Govern-
went regulations dealing with registration of private schools. I

believe this is the latest draft of the regulations aweilable - so
many editiens have been promulgated during reecent years that it is
& little diffioult to keep up to date.

I will leave t0 Dre VWallace the detailed discussion of
the problems imvolwed in the future of ths werk ef Yale-in-Chima.
1 am, however, sending for your infarmation a copy of a letter from
Bigshop Giloan addressed to Mr. Bevis and forwarded by him te
Dre Wallacee.

Respeotfully yours,




October 24, 1928.

Rte Reve Logan H, Roots, DeDe,
¢/o Oenexral Conference of the
Protestant Episcopal Church,
Yashington, IMC.

My dear Bishop Rools:
i am just back from the meeting in Toromto in the

interests of the China colleges, and find your letter of the 20th
which Mr. Oarside answered in part.

The regulations for registration of private schools
which Mrs Gerside sent vou are the latest. As you see, they omit
the objectiomable clauses in the previous regulations that made
provision for "liquidation of school preperty” by government

representatives.

I am quite certain that the enly hope for the estabe-
lishment of ons satisfactory Christian college in Centyal Chixa is
that all the interests concermned give it their fullesi support. 1
an sure that if Yale cannot put its msjor strength into the develep-
ment of one university or college for Central Chins, that the chances
for having even one will be very slight.

I have an appointmert with Dre Stokes next week previous
to the meeting of the Yale beoard of trustees. He is also altending
our dinmer on the 25th. 1 am so sorry that you cannot be present.

It me see you when you return to the Northe By that
time there should be progress to report to you.

Yours very sincerely,




November 1, 1928.

Rte Reve Logaa H. Roots, D-D.
¢/0 Reve E. Je Randall,

6 North Michigan Ave.,
Chicago, Ill.

My dear Bishop Roots:

1 engclose a copy of aotion taken by the boards of trus-
tees of Yale last nighte I know you will rejoice with me in the de-
cision, taken after the most careful study of the whole situation, to
join in the Central China University, at least for senior college work.
Dre Anson Phelps Stokes and 1 went over these resolutions very care-
fully before he presented them to his board and I feel that the essential
interests of Yale have been conserved and at the same Lime her immediate
participation in Central China University secured.

This action, together with the sction of your National
Council with referenge to registration, seem to clear the way for the
realisation without delay of the iceal for the Central Chima University
of the China Educational Commission of 1921. 1 hope that nothing now
will hinder steady progress in plans for the reopening of the college
on the enlarged basis in September, 1929.

You will notice that Yele has appointed three members on
an organiging committee to meet with similar representatives of Central
China University and Hauping College. I think it most advisable, if it
is at all possible, to have at least an informal meeting of this group
before I sail for England on November 2lste The full participation of
the two British boards will depend upon the report that I can bring of
the action of the American interests in the university.

Can you and Dr. Sherman arrange for the appointment of
representatives of Central China University? I assume that you and he
will be two, and that I think is quite essential. Possibly you as
Bishop could take the initiative in making such a selection. It is not
so important thet it be a formally sppointed group as that we get the
right persons. later I think it will be necessary to secure formal




Rte Rev. lLogan Hs Roots, Des De 11/1/280

action so that a properly constituted comittee or board may be estab-
lished here in America, possibly & board of trustees similer to that

which scts as "Pounders" for our other union universities. One possible
method of appointment would be to have it directly representative of the
mission boards concerned, in which case Boone College would be represented
from your mission board here.

I think the method of appointment at present is quite im-
material so long a8 we have a group of the right people to work out the
next steps to be taken.

Dr. Stokes will be in New York the third week in November
and he has suggested the afternoon of November 20th as & possidle date
for the meeting of this committees Could you make that possible? If not,
cen you suggest another date before I leave for England on the 2lst? I
am sorry that my time is now becoming rather filled.

i have been talking with both Dre. Anson Phelps Stokes and
Dr. Eric North with reference to the possible securing of a share for
central China of the estate of the late Charles M. Hall. I understand
that you have already had contacts with the trustees or with the Harvard-
Yenching Institute, and Dr. Stokes has already unsuccessfully approeched
the trustees for a contrilution to Yales Ye feel that Central China Uni-
versity, on its new basis, could meke a very strong appeal toc the trustees.

Hoping to hear from you soon, I remain,

Yours very sincerely,




November 2, 1928

Mr, ¥, H. Hawkins, ILlL. B.

The London Missionary Soclety
Livingstone House, Broadway
jestminster, lLondon, S. W. I

Mr. Hawkins

Thank you for your letters of October 12th. I am
happy to enclose for your information, herewith, & copy of the reso-
lutions passed by our National Council on October 9th in Vashington
Just before the meeting of our General Convention. This puts an
entirely new aspect on the situation in Central China, so far as the
registration of our schoole is concerned. I think now we are suf-
ficiently free to go shead and plan for sueh co-operation with other
missions and churches in educational work so that we need not be em-
barrassed by any objections on the part of our Home Base to any
reasonable proposal regarding registration. ' I am sure you will rejoice
with me in this change of poliey on the part of our National Couneil.
I think it is an éntirely reasonable change which has been greatly

e

facilitated by the change of conditions in China since last April.

Any-how, the shackles have now been teken from us and we now have at
least a folr chance in the fight to maintain our Educational VWork in

Central Chins.

I greatly appreciate your suggesting that I attend
at least some part of the meeting of the Standing Committee of the
Conference of British Missionary Societies om Friday, the l4th of Dece
ember. I am keeping that whole day, morning and afternoom, for this
Conference and for a meeting with you and Mr., Andrews of the Wesleyan
Soeiety, should this much time Le required.

In response to your suggestion that I name an hour
on the 17th or 18th when I migh% meet with your China Group, I would
suggest 2:30 on the afternoon of December 17th and I will keep that
time free for such & meeting with the China Group, &t any rate until

hear from you again.
{ith warmest regards and looking forward very eagerly

A eeting you in London,
Most sinocerely yours
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November 5, 1928.

Ft. Reve lLoOgan He Root'. DeDs,
o/0 Reve Duncan He Browne, SBeTeDs,
666 Fush Street,

Chicago, Ill.

My dear Bishop Roots:

I have your letter of November 2nd which crossed one from
me to you addressed in care of Lieve E. Je Randall, & North Michigan
Averue, Chicago. I nete that the address on your letter head is a dif-
ferent one. 1 hope howover that you have received my letter.

I sent you a copy of the action taken by the Yale trustees,
of which unfortunately I do notl have an extra copy. Briefly, the action
taken was as follows:

le They agree to cooperate in Central China University fer senior
college work, begimning with four staff meubers after September 1928
vith the expegtation that this cooperation will inorease.

2. They reserve the right to conduct Junior college work at changsha
as an extension of the senior middle school when the time seeus advie~
eble, such work to be affilisted with Central China Universitye.

3. They have eppointed & committee of three to meet with the represent-
atives of Central China and Huping to form an organizing commi ttee for
the enlarged Central China Universitys We are trying to hold a meeting
of that coumittee on the 20th of this month juat before 1 sail for England.

1 am qaite slear that the next step is to have & joint com~
ference here of repreaentatives of Central China University, the Yale Mission,
and Haping College, before I leave for England on the night of November 2lst.
Dr. Stokes will be here on the @oth and is holding that afternoon for such &
meeting. 1 singerely hope that it will be possible for you and Dr. Sherman
to attend, together with a third representative from gentyal China or from
your mission. Would you suggest Dre Yood or someone else? I have written
also to Dr. Bartholomew of the Reformed Church Mission Board.




Rte Rev. Logan H. Roots, D.D, 11/8/28.

I feel that it is most important to have this meeting
immediately while interest is as Jeen as it {s. I sincerely hepe that
your plans are such that you can be here.

Maclennan has asked me to be present on December léth
at the meeting of the Standing Committee of the Oonference of RAritish
Missiomary Societies.  The ship on which I plan to sail for America
leaves that day and as it is the only one which guarantees my return
heme for Christmes I hesitate to delays I have written asking Maclannan
if it would be posaible te antedate the meeting by ome dey. Falling that,
I shall not engage my passage until I yreach England and see if I ecan
secure another shipe I oertainly would like to be at that meeting with
Y OUle

I think that the way is opening now for the realisation
of Central China University as proposed years ago by the missions and
endorsed by the Eduwpational Commission.

Yours very simgerely,




November 9, 1928.

Rte Rev. mn He RoOt., D-D-.
c/0 Reve Duncan H. Browne, S.T.D.,
666 Rush Street,

Chioago, Ill. ’

My dear Bishop Roots:

Since writing to you I find that Dr. Bartholomew,

Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Reformed Clmrch

{s not able to meet with representatives of the other missions in-
terested in Central Chine University on November 20th. Would the
19th or 21st be comvenient to you?! I am witing to Dr. Stokes and
to Dr. Bartholomew to find ocut if they oould meet in New York on
either of those dates. If thet is impossible I think we should hold
to the 20th, even though no representative of the Reformed Clmrch

mission is sble to be present. There are certain important matters
affecting the organisation of the university,- such as the formation
of a board of trustees here in Amerioa - on which I should like te
have judgment to express to the missions in England.

As time is now so short 1 wonder if you would mind
wiring at our expense the dates which wauld be convenient for you,-
19th, 20th, Z2lst.

Yours in haste,
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Novembexr 14, 1928,

Rte Rev. logan H. Roots, D.Ds,
c/o Bishop Ward,

437 West 6th St.,

&'10, Pa.

My dear Bishop Roots:

I have your letter of November 10th. I am very
sorry that you will not be able to be with us at the meeting in
the interest of Central China University which we are now oalling
for Wednesday, November 2lst, at 10 A.Me at my office. I am
urging Dr. Sherman to be present, since there seems no reason fer
the meeting unless there is a representative of Central Chima University.

I shall hope to see you in England. I am still une
certain vhether I can remain for the meeting on December l4th. Mr.
Maclerman in a letter received this morning thinks it unnecessary for
me to run the risk of being away from home for Christmas that might
be involved in delaying my sailing after the l4th. I shall see what
I can do when I reach London.

We had an interesting meeting in Boston last night in
the interest of the Correlated Program for Chimse. Professor Porter
took me to oall on Dre. Drown. He was unable to attend the dimmer but
Mrs. Drown was there and I had a very good talk with her. Ve also had
Mr. and Mrs. Maller, who I believe were in China some years ago.

With kindeat regards,

Yours very sincerely,




BisHor's HOUSE
437 WeEST SIXTH STREET

ErRIE, PENNSYLVANIA




November 16, 1928.

Rte Rev. logan H. Roots, DeDe,
¢/o Bishop Ward,

437 West 6th Street,

Erie, Pa.

My dear Bishop Roots:

Simce writing you on Yednesday I have seen Dr. Wood.
¥e had been unable to have any conferemce before this time, owing to
his engagements out of the city.

1 was somewhat disturbed to find that his attitude
toward the proposal for Central China University is very conservative.
He quite definitely stated that the agreement into which Boone had
entered three years ago had now lapsed and that it should not be re-
newed exgept on terms which were satisfactory to the mission board.
When I asked him what these would be he referred to the recent action
of your Wational Council with reference to conditions under which
schools may register.

We had quite a frank discussion about it. I am hopeful
that he will not press an extreme interpretation to the point where
it would meke it impossible for Yale and Auping to cooperate. Having
got Yale now to the point where it is willing to put its strength into
helping to tuild up Central China University, it would be a calamity if
overcaution on the part of the Protestant Episcopal authorities should
lead Yale to reverse that action. 1 very greatly regret that you will
not be able to be present. I seriocusly considered calling off the meetirig.
But on second thoughts I have felt that since there is this view which
mst be met, it is better to face it squarely now and endeavor to find

& way through.

I wonder if you could help us at our meeting on Wednesday
morning by sending me a written statement expressing your own view of the
importance of the development of the enlarged Central China University,
and making such suggestions as you think would help to get over the
difficulties which I mentioned.




Rt. Rev. LOgﬂ.n He Roota, De Do 11/16/28.

Is there anyone else whom you could ask to represent
you at the meeting on Wednesday, who would help to present the more
liberal viewpoint? If so could you get in touch with him and also
let me know. Our meeting will be held at this office, Rectm 903, at
10:00 A.Ms, Wednesday, November 2lst.

I have the utmost sympathy with the underlying desire
of Dr. Wood to gaard the Christian charscter of Central China University.
Where I differ from him is in his fear that the men on the field cannot
be trusted to guard that character.

With kindest personal regards, and hoping to see you in

England,

Yours very sincerely,

Eunv/A




November 28, 1928.

Rt

Rte ReVe 1o He RoOlLs, DeDs,
12 Phillips Place,
Canbridge, Mass.

My dear Bishop Roots:

e are just in receipt of a letter from Dr. Sherman
advising us that the mimites of the conference at this of'fice on
November 218t had not been regeived.

A tentative draft of these mimites, diclated by
D to Mre Bevis on November 22nd for the
cesgary corrections. We have had no word from lr. Bevis and there-
io not know whether he has ferwarded a carrected copy Lo each
nenbers present at the meeting, or vhether he will send this
for distribution.

re Wallace, was { oywarded
o

n

We are accordingly enclosing & copy of the mimutes sent

to Mr. Bevis, but trust the corrected copy will have reached you ere
thise A similar copy is being sent to Dr. Sherman at once.

Very sirncerely yours,
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Janary 18, 1928.

Rts Reve Logan H. Roots, D.Ds,

43 Tung Ping Road,
Hankow, Chima.

My dear Bishop Roots:

I am sending you coples of mimtes of three meet-
ings held in the interest of Central Chime University.

You will note by the mimites from London that the
British boards agree with the rescormendation that the Board of
Pounders, when breught inte being, and the organizing body or other
body which precedes it should meet in Wew York. The British rep-
resentatives will attend meetings in New York when possible. I
heve been asked to represent them on that conmittee damring the time
that I am in New York.

A further meeting of the New York committee will be
held on Jamuary 25th and mimtes of this will be sent to you by
the Secretary, Mr. Palmer Bevis.

I know that you will rejoice in the prospect of the
reopening of the institution with the coeperation of Yale-in-Chima,
and probably of Huping College, in September 1929.

Yaurs very sincerely,

RAPRR BT, L A e

v Sl i




Jamery 29, 18929.

Pte Feve Logan He. Roots,
Aimerican Church Mission,
Hankow, China.

Dear Bishop Roots:

last week on the aftermoon of the 26th we had a meeting
of representatives of Boome University, Yale-in-China, and Huping
Jollege at the Yale Club. Dr. John Wood and Dr. Shermen were the rep-
resentatives of the Department of Missions of the Protestant ¥piscopal
‘harech.

e had before us the action of your Department of Missions
of December 1llth, expressing the willingmess to contimue the present fed-
erated Central China University for a further pericd of two years, during
which time a draft constitution for a permanent orgenisation can be pre-
pared anc considered. The other two groups sccepted this action. The
recommendations which they then passed are now being forwarded to the three
mission bodies comcermed for their immedinte action, with the hope that
they will approve and will appoint members at omce on & provisiomal beard
of trustees (founders) here in Wew York. The feollowing is the main outline
of what is recommended.

le That the present board of directars in China be eniarged by the
addition of representatives of Yale-in-China and Huping College. That can
be done on the field.

2. That the board of directors on the field proceed to nomimate an
acting president, in preparation for the reopening of the institutiom in
September 1929, formal appointment to rest with the beard of trustees here.
ve understood that this is the procedure with the other union institutions.

3« That & provisional board of trustees (founders) be formed by
action of tho comstituent units in America snd Britain, thraugh the appoint-
ment of their representatives, to meet in New Yorks. It is hoped that these
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representatives will be appointed in time to have the first meeting of the
provisiomal board defore I leave Wew York at the end of February. This
aotion was cabled the following day to Lomdon in time for the meetings of
the London end Wesleyan Missiomary 3ocietiés today and tomorrow, whem it
is hoped that they will approve and appoint their representatives on the
board of trustees.

4. The board of trustees here will cooperate with the beard of
directors in China in preparation of a 4raft comstitution for the permanent
organization of Central China University, wvhich will then be submitted to
the comstituent units:

While this is not the exact form of action which was mggested
in London, I think that it meets all the essential requirements of the
pitumtion, since it makes it possible for the institution to reopen in Sep-
tember with all five units participating, and it mkes provis ion for the
preparation of a permanemt constitution.

It was understood that the formal recommendations should be
sent only to the participating boards at this time and not be given any
further publicity until the boards have taken setion. Dr. Stokes for Yale
ané Dr. Bartholomew for Haping stated that agreement with the recommenda tions
was certain. Dr. John Wood expressed his expectation that your Department of
Missions also wauld accept them, though he did not go so far as to actually
commit himself pr the Department. I think that this meeting, which was marked
with & very fine spirit of uranimity, marks = definite step in the direction
of the realization of our hopes for Centrsl China University.

I sm hoping to finish my work here on Februeary 28, and I have
tentative reservation on a ship leaving San Francisco March 29.

With kind personsl regards to you and Mrs. Roots,

Yours very sincerely,
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Rte Rev. Logan H. Roots, D.D.,
American Church Mission,
.{!nkow, Chinse.

Dear Bishop Reots:

Since writing you on January 29 I have been
obliged to earcel my sailing on Wreh 29 in view of certalyp
delays here. I am not sure at present at vhat time it will
be possible to leave but I hepe %o be in Chirma by the end of
May st the latest.

We are still waiting for the action of the
mission bodies interested in Central China University, in
response to the recommendation of the camittee t they
appoint representatives on a provisional board of trustees
(faunders)e As soon as this sction comes I shall gee that
a copy ia sent to you.

Yours very sincerely,
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Rt. Bev. Logan H. Roots, D.D.,
Hankow, Hupeh,
China.

My dear Bishop Roots:

¥e held & rather important meeting of the Cemmittee for
central Chira University here in New York on the 23rd. I shall enclose
a copy of the mimites with this letter.

The meeting was notable in the first place because of the
presence for the first time of representatives of your Department of
Missions in mddition to Dr. Woode At Dr. Wood's suggestion the meeting
was held at & time and place which would be convenient for mesbers of
your department and we were fortumate encugh to have present with ua three
of the four members. 1 was very much pleased to see the interest shown
in the werk of the comnmittee by Bishop Fransis and Mr. Peterkin in particular.

At the former meeting we had passed a recomendation to the
cooperating bodies in America and England asking that they sppoint representa-
tives to & provisiomal board of faunders (or trustees). Yale, the Reformed
Board, and the London Mission took such action. Mre Andrews of the Wesleyan
Misgion raised objections to the formation of a board of trustees st this
time. Dr. Wood felt that such action was premature until a comstitution is
submitted from Chirma, and did not bring the matter before the Department of
Missions. He also questioned the need far such a board of trustees, on the
ground that the Department of Missions has heretofore acted as such a board
in the west. Bishop Francis pointed cut that on the federated basis the
Department of Missions would still contime to act as trustees for Boome
College, while the university would ave to have its own board of trustees to
represent all the participating mission bodies. This bomrd would adninister
funds and property belonging to the university itself as opposed to any of
the canstituent colleges.

Dr. Wood also expressed his conviction that the ward trustees
should be used imstead of founders, in arder to mke clear that the ultimate
control of property remains in the hands of trustees overseas.
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With referenve to the status of the present comuittes, Dr.
Bartholomew agked if it is not true that the bands of the comittee and
of the other participating bodies are tied by the action of your Depert-
ment of Missions in December, agreeing to participatiomn in the university
for a two year period only. I was glad that Bishop Francis stated quite
emphatically that the action taken was intended to free the hands of the
mission on the field in entering into negotiation with other bodies. It
was mde quite clear, I think, that urnwillingness of the Department of
Missions to commit itself to a form of organisation before a draft constitu-
tion has been prepared in no way implies intention of withdrawing from this
scheme at the end of the two year period. It was made clear that the 4if-
ficulty centered on the suggestion made in Chim that the form of organiza-
tion be organic union rather than federation. The members present all ex-
pressed their conviction that the federated plan is preferable to & union plan.

It was agreed that further action here now awaits the prepara-
tion in China of a draft constitution. The comittee agreed umanimously to
ask Dr. Yood to cable you, requesting that a comstitution be prepared and
submitted to the participating bodies in the west at the earliest possible
date. When it comes copies will be sent eut to members of this comittee
and the committee will be called together to consider the constitution prior
to its submission to the participating bedies. In this way we secure the
chief objective sought in geiting & provisioml board of trustees, mamely
that there be an opportunity to consider jointly the propoced canstitution
before it goes to the mission bodies.

. I imagine that you have already mmde substantial progress in
the preparation of a comstitution and it may be that it will reach Ameriocs
well before the summer. In that case there woauld be a mseting here possibly
in July when representatives of the two British boards will be in America

attending the meeting of the Intermational Missionary Council.

Progress here has been slow tut I think that a sold famndation
of matual understanding and confidence has been developed in the recent
meetings. I sincerely hope there will be no serious delay in working out an
acceptable comstitution and securing its adoption by the participating
organigations. 1 read to the meeting extracts from a copy of mimtes of the
Bua Clung College Board, Jaruary 30th. It transpired that no copy of this
had reached Dy. Wood, though Mr. Bevis had recoived a copy. I think it wonld
be well if the secretary of the board tock care that a copy of all such mine
utes is forwarded directly and promptly to each of the participating organisa-
tions. My copy oame to me from the Wesleyan Mission. I am sure that at the
present stage thore is mch to be gained by giving the fullest infarmation
of the plans that are being made in Chinm.

One needs unlimited patience in working cut such a far réaching
proposal as this for Central Chim University between Chima and five independ-
ent bodies in the west. I am sure, however, that the ultimate result will
more than justify all the time and effort spemt in this wmy.

My plans for returning to Chima bave been delayed partly by
usiness, partly by the illness of my wife. It is possible that I may not
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be back until the sutumn. When I come I shall hope at an early date to
get up to Central Chima.

¥ith kindest regards to you and Mrs. Roots and te yeur
colleagues on the college board,

Yours very sincercly,
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be tack until the sutmmn. When I ¢ome I shall hope at an early date to
get up »w\ax—-

¥ith kindest regerds to you and Mrs. Rects and te yeur
eolleaguss on the callege beard,

Yours wexy simoercly,




