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Ginling College

Nanking, China

; . January 10, 1948
Dear Friends in America and Other Places:

Some weeks ago, & newspaper reporter, who found a box addressed to me float-
ing in San Francisco Bay, was disappointed to find that I, unlike the box, was alive
and thriving - not at all material for a gruesome feature page storye Now if such enw
thusiasm for my decease had becn expressed by my friends, I would have to say they were
Justified in it, because my long neglect of them deserves nothing better, It is now
nearly sixteen months since I left San Francisco. The meny letters all of you have .
written have been received and thoroughly enjoyed, and should have been answered long
ago. I can only ask you to forgive my failure to do so, and tell you that the mail
from home means a great deal to us here and is much appreciated, :

. The past fifteen months at Ginling College have been full of interesting '

changess Since I was not here in prewar days, I do not feel as acutely as some of the
old~timers do the great contrasts - the advances in all phases of education in the col-
lege, and the setbacks resulting from the material losses to the College during the
occupation of the campus by the Japanese, losses in personnel, equipment, routine or-
ganization and morale during the years Ginling was a refugee college in West China,
By the time I had arrived in Oetober, 1946, much of the worst debris had been cleared
away, the essential rehabilitation had been accomplished, and the College was already
under ways During the past year, the rehabilitation has been continued gradually, as
time, materials, and funds became availables

The grounds are in fair shape, though by no means up to their past reputation
of beautys Yesterday some visitors remarked about the beautiful poinsetties and roses
that Ginling once hade Lotus and fish formerly made the College .ponds artistic places, -
Chrysanthemums were once as much a part of autumn at Ginling as college registration,
Now all that beauty is legendary. But a start has been made on restoring the chrysan-
themumse And nature herself makes voluntary seasonal contributions - pink spider
lilies in the fall, candle berry and Chinese lantern (physalis) troes in winter, purple
wild radish in spring, and albizzia trees in summer. All these give color to our
campus at various seasons snd supply us with decorations for our homes and the Chapel,

The buildings were, fortunately, left struecturally intacte During the past
summer the woodwork was painted to protect it against weathering, Window panes were
replaced, plastic screening (received through UNRRA) was restored to doors and windows
in the dormitories. Some of the miscellaneous furniture, which hed been collected and
repaired with missing parts made of rough wood, was paintedsa Holes in walls were
plastered over to keep out rats, But the big job of refinishing the walls and floors
remains to be done. ' '

Books and equipment are being replaced very graduallys Adequate text books,
library material, and lsboratory equipment are still far from reelitiess With funds,
trensportation, and supplies so unpredictable, the continually emezing thing is the ine
genuity and resourcefulness on the part of both faculty and students to accomplish all
they do with so little to work withe The largest enrollment in the College history -
440 students =~ has filled the dormitories to capacity and more - four students in rooms
that were planned for two, and the overflow, on the dormitory porchese The teacher
load has been increased, and some classes are larger than they should be for effective
teachinges There arc still many part-time teachers,

At present, there are ten foreigners on the staffe Five of them are heads
of departments, working in close cooperation with members of the Chinese staff who
help to bridge any language difficultiese Nine of them teach in the English language;
3 in the English Departmont, 2 in Biology, one each in Chemistry, Physical Education,
Music, and Home Economicse My own job as secretary to President Wu Yi-fang is inter=
esting and time-consuming. I feel that I would be more useful in it if I had adequate




#rom Miss Plaum _ January 10, 1948

Chirese language, but there seems to be no time for regular study to acquire any more,
The.language I have gets occasional results and continual smiles from the servants,
?helr‘wonderful cepacity to imagine what a person might be wanting to say is surpris-
?ngly aceurate, ond usually helpful, But that method of getting by does not satisfy
in any way my yen to learn more of this fascinating languages All ten of us foreigners
live in one faculty dormitory with elght of the Chinese faculty members, It is a
three-st?ry buildings Bach of us has a private bedroome There is a common living room
on the first floor, a dining room where we all have Chinese lunch together, and another
dining room where the foreign group has foreign food for breakfast and dinner. Dr. Wu-
always has breakfast with us and we enjoy very much the privilege of this association
with hers We have a cook and & boy to serve our meals. Our campus garden supplies us
with wonderful vegetables the year rounds Just now we are having erisp lettuce, cab-
bage, and carrotse The cauliflower froze in the snowstorm we had Just before Christ-
mase Through the help of our gerden and some surplus supplies that came to us through
UNRRA, we have been able to survive the exorbitant food pricess Occasionally someone
ventures a query as to what we will do when these supplies are exhausted; but, since
none of us has an answer, we do not dwell on the question longe Just before Christmas
Dr. Chester received the Rerosene stove which she brought from Americas It has three
burners and an oven, and is a real addition to our household, The oven was given a
real initiation baking many Christmaes cookies. The favorite recipe was the one Olive
Chubb gave me for persimmon cookies. We have several trees on the campus which give

us our winter supply of persimmons. They are ripening fast now, and this is a splendid
way to use thems They have also beer substituted for applesauce in an applesauce ocake
recipe with delicious resultse ' '

As some of you know, Christmas is my very favorite season of the year, If I
had time, I must admit I would have missed the Christmas crowds shopping for gifts, the
lovely musical programs, the Christmas Eve service at Ste. Paults, Bakersfield, and,
most of all, the fellowship of my family and frionds at home, As it was, being busy
was a very healthy and happy circumstences The College had two days' vacation, Decem-
ber 24th and 25the All of us were put into a good Christmas mood by the produstion of
"The Messiah" given by a chorus of 120 students from Ginling College, the University
of Nanking, National Central University, and the National Music Conserwatory. The
chorus was acoompanied by the National Symphony Orchestra. I got a real thrill out of
the determination of these young people to carry through their plans They did not
propose it until the end of Octobers Everyone discouraged them because they did not
have copies of the music anfl the time was too short, both for securing the music and
for adequate rehearsals, But they went right on, mimeographed the music, proceeded
with the rehearsals, and gave a very creditable performance, It was given three times,
at a nominal feo to cover the expensese Most of the students who took part in the in-
tensive practices at the end were weary when it was over; but we hope that when they
are rested and their examinations are over, they will begin rehearsals for Easter musice
At the foot of the Sun Yat Sen Memorial, there is a wonderful amphitheatre, with ex-
cellent accoustical qualities, It is a perfect plece for an Baster sunrise service
with good musics '

Our own ammual Christmas program was held on Tuesday evening, December 23rd,
Several soenes showed Christmas customs in other lands, and all were woven together
around the general theme of the significance of the birthday of Jesus and the spirit
of love and givinge An advance announcement was made that the general offering would
be for the refugees in Nanking and envelopes were provided for the gifts of faculty
and students, About $8,000,000 was given at this programs A little later, I will tell
you how it wes distributed., But first I want to finish the story of other Christmas
activities, '

Our foreign group had our family Christmas dinner on Christmas eve, A mem-
ber of the American Embassy, whose husband was temporarily in America, brought her
turkey to share it with use It was o beautiful one, done to a turn dn our new oven,
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We had all the usual fixin's, including eranberry (dehydrated) sauce, and mince and
pumpkin pie.

_ The students had a party in the gymnasium on Christmas Eve, with simple re-
refreshments and all kinds of games. Late in the evening, students from other univer-
sities came t6 sing carols, Our students joined them as they went caroling in this
noighborhoods A group in the faculty house prepared hot chocolate and cookies for the

several groups of carolers that came during the evenings The last ones arrived around
one olelock, :

Christmas morning, three of us went off to St. Paul's Church to the 8 olclock
Communion Ser¥ices This English service was well attended by foreigners and Chinese,
Breakfast was sorved after the sorvice in the Parish House., About forty were present,
The foreigners in charge of the work of the Episcopal Church - Chung Hwa Sheng Kung
Hwei -~ in Namking are The Reverend and Mrs. Ernest Forster, The Reverend end Mrs.,
Charles Long, Jr., and Miss Bessie Sims. They and Bishop and Mrs. Y. Y. Tsu were hosts
and hostesses at the hreakfast,

Most of our foreign faculty group were invited to different homes for Christ-
mas dinnerse, Dry Wu, Edith Haight and I were the guests of the Reverend and Mrs.
Frencis Jones of the Nanking Theological Seminarye We had a delicious dimmer and a
friendly wisit,

On Christmas night, the foreign faculty entertained all the single Chinese
faculty members at a buffet suppers There were 33 present. After supper, we played
games and thoroughly enjoyed an evening of hilarity and good humor, ° ‘

Saturday was the most fun of all - a party for the children of the faculty
and servants on the campus, Thirty youngsters, five-to-twelve~years-old, arrived half
en hour before the announced time, eager to begin. We had stated the time originally
at two-thirty, but were astonished at the response that the children did not get out of
school wntil four o'elock on Saturdays, So we set the time at four-thirty. I think
some of them must have bribed their teachers to let them out early, because at four
otclock a number arrived, and the others did not lose much time in arriving after that
- final bell. Stella Graves brought up her portable organ, from the Music Building, and
they sang a few songs together before they sat down to the refreshments: cookies, hot
chocolate, and tangerines. Then they had a period of games, directed by one of the
teachers from the Nursery School at our Child Welfare Center across the street. They
had e wonderful time, Mrs. Tsen, one of the most beloved women at Ginling, who has
been awey for sevoral months, arrived in the middle of the party, with bags of candy
for the childrens Everyone was delighted to see here The children left happily, esach
clutching a package of cookies (cut with my animal cookie cutters from Bee and Merle),
a bag of candy, a tangerine, and e ean of salted peanuts (Bontributed by the American
Army Group)e

With the exception of the distribution of the Christmas fund, that ended our
Christmas festivities for snother year, On New Year's Eve, the students had a party
and a watch night service in the Chapel that was well~attended by students and faculty,
The Reverend Tracy Jones gave the address,

There is nothing like the inflation in China to convince one of the utter
futility of discussing those hypothetical questions which have appeared in conversation
and fiction: "What would you do with a million dollers if you had them?" or "How long
would it take you to dispose of a billion dollars under this or that circumstance?"

On Christmas Eve, we found ourseclves with eight million dollars to give away. The sum
seemed so pitifully smell in the face of the needs around use The Soeciology Department
investigated various places where refugees are "housed" in straw shelters. Several
faculty membors and students of the department visited agencies and areas to check on
the circumstances. It was finally decided to distribute the money through the Child
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Welfare Center of the Women's Advisory Committee of the New Life Movement, looated at
ﬂs;akwan. First our representatives got the cooperation of several Ginling graduates
who are working at this Center. These friends went through their community a dey in
advance and distributed slips of paper to 166 families whom they considered most de- '
servinge Thesec slips served as identification tags the next:-day when these people ap=
peared at the appointed plece, Miss Phoebe Hoh, Mrs. Chang Wu Yu-chen, asnd Mrs, Tai Li
Gi-mou of the Sociology Department, and six students went to distribute the money to
the peoples They had prepared small packages, each containing $50,000, wrapped in whitc
paper and stamped with the Ginling seale Those of you who know Phoobe Hoh will appre-
ciate the thoughtfulness of her remarks to the people before the distribution of the
money, and will be able to carry in your memories as I shall the kindliness of her ex-
pression when she told me about ite She told me she talked to the people about our
understanding of their needss (Many of them are there because.of war, flood, or ..
drouthe) Then she explained to them that we did not come because we are rich, for we
are not; but that, because of our faith, we sympathized with their needs and gave what
we could at this time in honor of the birthday of our Lords She said we knew it was of
littke vaglue, and not as much as we would like to give, and that when we have more, we
shall give moree. She pointed out the uselessness of their begging, and the need for .
all of us to work at whatever we were able to do to rebuild a better socistye She asked
them not to open the parcels until they got home, and not to mention where they hed re=-
ceived the money, for there was no more at this time. Then each person was called by
neme end checked off agpinst .a list made previouslys All but six on the list came to
receive their gifte Today I asked a Chinese friend to tell me what they could buy with
their gift of $50,600. She told me it would buy one of the following items: enough
rice for one week at two mesls a days 8 pieces of steamed bread (mento)s 2 catties

of peanuts; 25 shao ping (buns with sosame seed); enough sotton padding for a Chinese
gown; 3 feet of cotbon cloth about 2 feet wide (enough for a child's dress); a pair

of plain cloth shoes (not padded); 2 pairs of socks, or a cobtton mechine-knitted caps
Surely no one of these items was too much to give to needy people, meny of whom are
0ld, and some of whom are blind and orippled. ‘

While the Sociology Department was investigating places where the money might
be given, Phoebe made one trip across the Yangtze River where it was reported that many
refugees are livings She found & group of people, housed in gn old temple, They are
mostly women, children, and old mene She was impressed with their appreciation of her
interest, Many of them explained thet they were not professional beggars and would
like to have some work to dos. They have been provided with rice for two meals a day
by the Mihistry of Social Affairs. But Phoebe appréclated their need for something to
do to ooccupy their minds and hendss So she determined to provide what she could. The
Union Church hed given us their offering taken for refugees, at a Sunday Servioce d :
$1,800,000, This was useé to purchase heavy thread and needles, and black cloth, which
Phoebe and some of the students divided into lengths large emough for pairs of shoess
A few doys ago ‘they went to distribute these packages, which the people were very
gratoful to gete Incidentally, they learned that a beby in this group had just died
of small poxe :

There is so much to be done in China that any one item seems trivials . In
individuals and groups that have any social eoneern, there is a constant confliet be-
tween a feeling of utter frustration in the face of all that needs %o be done and &’
feeling of real satisfaction in eny single triumph over numerous trials and handiocapse
If this letter were not &l ready too lomg, I would tell you ebout the thrilling work
that is being done at our Rural Service Station where a new bullding has recently been
built to house meny projects being carried on for the women and children of the neigh-
boring communities; or of the work of our Child Welfare Oenter ascross.the street from
the campusy I would also like to tell you about the play that our student self-
government group produced last night oalled " ", a commentary on the
practice of employing relatives of relatives in government positions; or about the re~
organization of the Christian Fellowship groups on the eampus into & YeWeCshs; or
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nbout the Winter Conference that is being planned by the Nanking Christian Studentst
fnion; or about the three oratorioal contests that were held about a month ago in which
, Ginling students took 'all the first places; or about the Nanking athletic meéting in
‘gg, which Ginling girls won nine out of eleven first places,

’ 0f course, I know you expect me to make some comment on the political situa-
tione Frankly, I wish I could tell you something factual about it that might have
some significance; something that would help you make acourate distinctions between
the real and the fictitious reports you are getting. Actually, I sometimes feel that
T know less about the real state of affairs here than I would if I were at homee Probe
ably the best that one can say is that there are many who are doing their best in a
bad situation to supply those around them with physlcal and spiritual needs, to create
better attitudes of social consciousness and responsibility, and to set up within their
own environment possibilities for a better standard of living, Whether one walks down
the streets of a Chinese city or goes through the countryside, he cannot avoid being
impressed with the tremendous task of rehabilitation that faces China, Illiteracy,
poverty, disease, superstition and out-moded traditions frustrate the efforts of the
best public officials end private citizens who have the best of intentions to bring
about improvements, At the same time, the sheer size of the country aad its population,
the number of centuries through whioh this land has nourished its countless generations,
the physical endurance and the persistent hope and patience of the people - all these
make one feel humble and naive when easy and speedy solutions are proposed or expected,

In all this, the activities of Christian groups and individuals give hope
and encouragement, There are menys One is Dr., Ting Mei~-Ing, who visited Ginling in
November and spoke at Chapel one day on her experiences as a prisoner of the Japaneseq
In honor of her professors in America, she has donated scholarships to two Ginling
students, Recently she wrote to me from Tientsin: "1948 does not look too bright for
China, for there is continuation of war and destruction of both lives and materials,
But for those who have faith in God we must go forward in our actionss The one saving
feature of our national life is that everywhere Christians are going forward in spite
of difficulties, After my return from the Hengchow Conference in November, I started a
soup kitohen for refugeess I had nothing very much, but I started in faith. 'Faith
in Action' was our theme at the Y«W.CeAs Conference. I carried this spirit back,
Everyone in the city calls this soup kitchen 'Dr. Ting's Kitchen for Refugees'. We are
actually feeding almost 1000 refugees daily. All was done in faith armd the whole
thing is going smoothly. I would even have a small balance at the end of three months,
If conditions do not improve, we may be able to carry on to the end of March., I am
thankful for the Christian education I had, and I want others to share the same fruit
end joy; that is why I am doing my little bit,"

I have another good piece of news for you. Last spring I wrote the story of
the life of one of our Christian students - Y& Hei~hsing - as she told it te mes That
story was sent to some of you at my requeste I told you how she had lost her left haml
as the result of a wound she got in a bombing raid, end that we hoped she would be _
able to use an artificial hand if we could manage to get one for her. An American
Army doctor investigated for us and got all the necessary information, Two days be=-
fore Christmas, Y§ Hai~hsing went to have the necessary measurements taken and casts
mades We are now waiting patiently for the arm to arrives The cost of the arm will
be in the neighborhood of 250, YU Hai~-hsing will graduate in June, and we are hoping
we may be able to provide for her not only the arm, but alm a scholarship fund that
will make it possible for hor to have some advanced training thet will enable her to
be better prepared to provide for herself and also to learn to use her new hand as
skillfully as possiblee I have already told some of you that the Christmas gift checks
which you sent me have gone into that funde If others of you would like to have a
share in this project, your contributions will be most welcome, They may be sent to
ne in care of the Ginling College Office, 150 Pifth Avenue, New York 11, N. Y., or
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directly to Nazking) if you pi'ef‘é‘i‘i Plonse indloate théb they are foi Y Haishsihgi

Two other pieceé of g00d news came with the New Year, One, Dr, Wuts satis-
factory recovery from an appendectomy which was performed on December 20ths She is
still in the hospital, but wil} probably be home within another weeks The other -
much less important, but very welcome ~ improvement in the lighting system that mekes
it possible for us to see well enough to work after dinmer. Perhaps I cen now do &
better job of keeping up on my correspondences Thank you all for your Christmas
greetingss

We are off to another year, with high hopes that it may bring new evidences
of cooperation ond peaco emong people and nations,

Sincersly,

Helen M, Plaum
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FRQM A IETTER FROM PRESIDENT WU YI-FANG TO ALUMNAE ABROAD

"Almost four weeks of the autumn term have passed, The College opened, as
scheduled, on September 15the Those things which, in normal times, were routine mat-
ters went of £ much more smoothly this year tham last, and are gradually coming under
somtrols Problems arising from rehabilitation and inflation are more unpredictable,
and we must work our way through them step by steps In spite of owr many limitations
in living accommodations, teaching equipment, personnel, and salaries, our faculty and
students are making the necessary adjustments in a good spirit, and Ginling is on the
way to another successful years"

"On the morning of October 3rd, a large group gathered to say goodbye to Mrse
Tsen when she left for her home in Henkow, Although we all know that she needs and de~
serves o rest, we find it difficult to decept her decision to retire., She has served
Ginling so well and so long that we feel at a loss to know how to go on without her. .
During her 24 years at Ginling, her wise counsel, sympathetic understending, and un-
selfish devotion have endeared her to the hearts of all vho have had the privilege of
knowing her. We hope that, after she has had some rest snd vacation, she will be willw
ing to return to Ginling to £ill that place whioch, because of her capable and faithful
service, will always be peculiarly herss"  (According to a more recent letter, Mrse
S. P. Tsen has returned to take charge of equipping the new dormitory and supervising
whatever needs to be done, Ede)

- ""1092 students took our entrence examination this years We expected a total
of 400, but our estimate was too lows Our enrollment is now 440, the largest in our
historyes Part of this unezpectedly large enrollment is due to the large number - 28 -
who enrolled for the first year Special Physical Education Course and the return-of
100 percent of the class of 10 that we had last yeor in this Courses We are encoureged
by the increasing interest in this worl because we have never been able to give a
favorable response to the large number of requests we have each summer to supply
"directors of physical education in middle schools, Next summer we shall heve 10 finishe
ing the short course and two the regular college course in physical educations"

THE NEW BUILDING

Ginling has a very serious housing problém as the following paragraph from
Dr. Wu's letter of December 4, 1947, will show:

YThe Faculty Executive Committee has given very thorough consideration to
the w gent building needs of the Colleges We first considered the need of faculty
residencese Therc are guite a number of families crowded into one wooden house left
by the Japanese. Purthermore, other families have been put into the apartments which
were originally planned for the senior women who are now living in the faculty dormi~
toriess But also there is the need for a student dormitorys Not only are all the
rooms in the student dormitories crowded with four students in each room, but about
twenty students ore still living on the péorchess When we look ahead to September 1948,
we know there will surely be more than 440, the enrollment we have nowe Considering
all the factors, the Executive Committee decided to recommend to the Board the buildin:
of & simple but substantial student dormitorye It is being built back of the quadrangle
of dormitoriess It took some time to decide upon the most satisfactory site. We
rinally deoided to locate it toward the western boundary, back of the infirmary. It
will face south, and the rooms are so arranged that there will be only a few studentst
rooms with only north windowss Becunuse of the rapid change in money values, buildérs
move rapidly these days, and the building is well under way." :
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On this subject, Miss Kirk says: "“To complete our cempus plan we need a big
tenth building, a student dormitory in the colorful style of our other buildings. We
cantt afford this now, so we are building a new dormitory in grey brick, pubtting it
back of the main plant, so that the original design will not be spoiled, The building -
site is a busy spote The huge logs are heing sawn jnto lumber in the old primitive
way - ‘the log propped up securely, and two men laboriously sewing the boardse An oub-
of-doors kitchen supplies food to the workmens" ‘ ' :

HIGH COST OF LIVING

Miss Kirk makes vivid the exchenge and price situation when she says:

"The shifting exchange and rising prices leave us breathless, We lose all
‘sense of proportion about what is a reasonable or what is an exorbitant price. My
salary is now several millions a months Eggs cost $2,000 each, rubber=soled shoes
%400,000, a seoond-olass ticket to Shenghei (about 200 miles) $112,000, bamboo paper
$80 a sheets The College gets the topen markett! rate, about $58,000 Chinese dollars
to UsSsfl; so, in gold, the prices are not highs The tragedy comes when the whitew
collar job people have & more or less stable income, snd prices go sky-rocketing,"

THE JOINT.CAMPAIGN IN CHINA

The thirteen Christian Colleges in China are having a joint cempaign to
raise CN$15,500,000,000, Dr. Wu writes: "I am glad now to be able to tell you that
the Campaign Committee for the Nanking~Shanghei ares has been active to ralse the goal
of CN§6,000,000,000 - the amount assigned to this area, I attended the recent meeting
held November 25th in Shenghai, and we are hoping to reach the goal, The big disad-
vantage is the fast depreciation of the Chinese currency. By the time the money is
raised, it will not have the value that we had plennedy"

‘ATHLETIC EVENTS

The 23rd Annual Field Day was held on November lst, on the rehabilitated
athletic field, not the fromt quadrangle as last year. The event was plammed with
whole-hearted enthusinsm and in the best Ginling traditione Dr. Cheng Siac=-sung,
representing Dr. Wu, who had to be in Shenghai to attend a meeting of the Chine Chris-
tian Education Association, spoke on the significance of the day in Ginling tredition,
emphasizing the spirit of sportsmenship and recreation, and each class entered eagerly
into the program of the afterncon

On November 12th, a national holiday celebrating the birthday of Dr. Sun Yat
Sen, a city-wide athletic meet was held in Nemkinge Students from @Ginling College,
Central University and Chang Yin Normal College, and individuel entries competeds
Ginling College broke the city record in the 80-meter. hurdle race, and took first plece
in nine out of eleven events. In addition, Ginling took 7 second places, 3 third
places, 5 fourth places, and 4 fifth placess

FOUNDERS?® DAY

Dr. Wu writes as follows of Founders' Day:

"We were forbunabte this year in having beautiful weather for our celebration,
Everyone enjoyed the various aotivitieses The alumnae had a good meeting in the after-
noon,’ and there was & fine representation of alumnae and their husbands, Board members,
and faculty at the dinner that was served in the gymnasiums All but four classes had
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repr§sentatives to answer the class roll call, The program in the auditorium was
amusing and everyone enjoyed it, It depieted the College in the years 1917, 1927,

- 1937, and 1947, and reminded us that our growth has certainly not been uneventful,

Some alumaae of the Classes of 1927 and 1937 did the scenes for those years, giving
them an air of -authenticity, ' :

"The Founders' Day service on Sunday morning was well attended. As usual,
the seniors were proud to be wearing their caps and gowns for the first time, and the
procession of the whole student body was dignified end ilpressive. Bishop Fred P.
Corson gave a splendid eddress on the qualities which Christisn education must provide
if it is to he offective in the warld today." ) :

PRACTICE SCHOOL : ’

. Ginling's Practice School flourishess Serving, as it does, the twofold pur-~
pose of providing experience in direoted teaching for the college students and prepar-
ing girls for entrance into college, it has increasingly heavy demands made upon it
year by yeare The enrollment this year is 358, of whom 198 are living on the campus,
All facilities are taxed to the utmost, and the need for additional space is keenly
felts At present the School is using buildings sorely needed by the College and is
therefore hoping to raise sufficient funds for a Vaubrin Memorial Hall to help solve
the housing problemn. ’

RURAL SERVICE STATION

The most exeiting news from Ginling's Rural Service Station at Shwen Hwa
Cheng is the erection of a new building. In her report to the Ginling Board of Direce
tors, Miss Tsll Yu-dji, Director:of the rural work, says: v

"The Station opened in:the home of the Li family, who generously offered
housing for the staff and the work of the Stations This situation was especially for-
tunate, as it enabled the staff to become acquainted easily and naturally with the
local people, who accepted them as neighbors and not as officials of an institution,
However, as the work progressed, it required more space then: their- buildings provided
and we began o plan for o new buildings Through a grant from the Ministry of Social
Affoirs’ end comtributions from the Social Welfare Committee of UesS«Ce and from the
women of the Universalist Church in America, we were able to start building in August,
and the building is now almost finishede

"The construotion of this building has been a real educational demonstration
0 the local peoples They have observed carefully and learned muche Most of their
buildings face east and west, and get very little sunlighte. Our building faces south
and demonstrates the value of that exposure for warmth and light, They are impressed
with the large windows that admit air and light, and by the idea of a second floor,
because most of their buildings are one=story buildings with tiny windows and earthen
floors that are cold and dempes They were also interested in the use of brick pillars
to support the roof instead of wooden pillars which can easily be destroyed by white
antsa" ' : i ) o

Miss Tslh also reports thet the feeding station has supplied milk daily to be-
twoen 250 and 300 children, and adds, "It has been gratifying to watch the bebies,
previously undernourished, grow strong and heppy after they have received milk at the
Station for two or three months." o '

During the past year there were five staff members at the Station ~ three
Ginling graduates and two with mormal school trainings The group was strengthened in
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the fall by the return of Miss Hs slung Ya=na, who had been in charge of the nursery
school and children's work at Ginling!'s Rural Service Station in West Chinas She
spent last year in the United States where she studied on a Child Welfare Scholarshlp
from UsSeCq and received her Masterts Dogree from Cornell University, She will con~
tribute greatly to the work carried on in the new buildings

CHRISTM%&

Parties for childrem and grown-ups, music and a special Christmas program
marked the holldayﬂ on the Ginling cempuse The Christmas program Wwas & presentation
* Christmas in other lands. The. offcrlng was for refugees in Nemking and emounted to
awnroxlmately 31x million dollarsse

[

DR. WU YI-FANG

Word has just been received that Dr. Wu Yi-fang is recovering.from an ap-~
pendec tomy performed .on December 29ths There were no complications and her progress
has been most satisfactory. ' . .

Dre. Wu hes been appointed to the Advmsorj Board of the Unltﬁd States Educa- -
tionh Foundation in China, the orgenization which will administer funds provided under
the Pulbright Bill, She has slso been elected the first president of the Chinese Asso-
ciation of Universalist Women and Chairmen of the China Chrlstlan Education Associa-
tione v
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PARAGRAPHS FROM LETTERS FROM DR. LIU EN-rAN

Ginling College

| "At last after ten years of texile' I am now in Nanking again., The city
wall is just as picturesque as ten years ago in spite of the poundings by people who
" love to destroys Purple Mountain stands outside the east wdall and is just as solid,
steady, beautiful and friendly as evers Though it cannot be compared with the grane
deur” and majesty of the mountains of West China or the Rockies of America, yet it
makes me feel at home4" '

"The walls of my office are disfigured by the filling of two large holes
which the Japenese duge There were already doors to the adjoining rooms, but théy
- still disfigured the walls by digging two extra holes right by the original door.
The love of using holes instead of doors from room to room is more than I can compre-
hende The desk I am using now is also & museum pieces It has a glass cover. The
glass is glued on the desk so it cannot be removed without breaking ite Under the
gloss is a photograph of a 2nd Lieutenant with his name card and his official title,
s calendar sheet and a Japanese landscape scene., I think it is o pity to destroy that
nice glass cover; that means this 2nd Lieutenant stays too." :

"I noticed four things new to Nankingt (1) There are more old cars and jeeps
on the streets, all running in a wild fashione (2) There are also more public buses
and regular stations which did not exist before, (3) There are crowds of pedicabs,
which Nanking did not have before the ware (4) The composition of the population is
dirferents There seemsto be a smaller percentage of original Nankingites now and a
~ larger percentage of people from other cities and provinces,"

"Pamily is tho essential unit in the foundation of a nation and the mother
is the center of the home. Women have a unique place in the constructive program of a
nation everywheres The women of Chins have suffered long and did not have a chance to
make their full effort felt in the building of the nation, Since the war, the situa-
tion is differents Women are now not only released from traditional bondage as de=-
pendents, but they are hecoming as essential as men in the egarning of livelihood for
the familys Thus with their economic power comes the right not only to express their
minds, but also to be hedrd, Therefore, at present in China, the thoughts and ideas
of women are forces to be raeclkonod with, though they still need time for fuller mani-
festation and to become stronger.”

"Another change is the political attitude of the peoples Formerly they
simply menaged their own affairs, cultivating the land to feed the nation and doing
business for the economic life of the nation ond they lefd the political problems and
policies to their leaders. Today they themselves are concerncd with the political
problems and policiecs of the natione Though their voices may not be heard, still they
are beginning to organize themselves and often elect delegntes to call on responsible
government officials, expressing their opinions and making themselves felts Even
though the results are still insignificant, yet when the yeast is in, it will work,

It is a matter of timee"

"Purthermore, the political philosophy of the people has also departed fron
the traditional pattern. They arc not only feeling concerned with politieal issues,
but are also feeling concerned enough to enter into political activities, Women too
are interested and are wrking to gebt seats on national and city political councils,"

"Phe stmmarized impression of the ‘returned native' is that soeial, economic,
political and educationul trends in China are all turning ond changings Day in and
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day out, waves and waves of changes are modifying the ways of 1ife, In the present
world no nation can live alcne mymores I feel more strongly then ever that human
relations are not problems to be solved once for all. New understendings are essential
end new adjustments are necessary for constructive and peaceful progress.® '

"The student body is more than double the prewar enrollment, They appeal to
be much younger then the students of former yearsys Social conditions in China have
been revolutionized by the war, Even though people have financial difficalties, still
they are struggling to send their children, even their daughters, to school and college,
The families also seem to have adopted an open~door policy for the social life of
their girlse They do not seem to mind girls heving men friends or going to the movies.
As a result, the present generation of girls seem to have a lot of outside activities
which are no less interesting than college life, The resulting college spirit is
different from what it used to be, even during refugee years in Chengtu, Naturally
the postwar girls, in their soeial environment, have more social graces and other
qualities which girls of former years did not have, but they also miss development in
many other lines,"

"Recently I have had many students coming to visit me from both Ginling and
the University of Nanking,. They all seem to express the feeling of being lost, They
say that they have friends who are feeling so desperate that sometimes they wish to
dies Some, of course, are troubled by financial problems, others are upsst by the un-
certainties of the future, while still others are full of the anxiety of a man stand-
i1g at a crossroad, not knowing whidh way to turn, What they need is a solid religious
T2ith, to live in trust and hope, to make up their minds to do the best they cen and
feel assured that God will take care of the rost." ‘

"One may roed of student strikes in the newspapers or meet students who ap-
»ear suyperficial and troublesome, but when one really comes to know the youth, one
s26s a totally different picture, Youth today is struggling for a-vision in the dark,
They. struggle, they kick around and they bump into hard places and get hurt, then they
g# more excited and struggle and seream,  What they need is a vision and a loving and
sarong guiding hand that will give them confidence, and show them the right way to
ashlevemente '

"Some of them complain of exceeding loneliness. 'When I have a problem, I
have no ope to go to for consultation or comfort because everyone seems to be deeply
wnvolved in his own troubles.' One University studert told me: When in Chengtu, we
rent to the. tea house (right outside the University gate)s A group of us would drink
tea and discuss our problemss Then we folt betters But now there is no tea house
arcund and no social room vhere we con. gather, .Life is difficult,! Obviously the
svudents miss the student centers they used to have in Chengbu and the ten houses
~which are really social centerss. As I talk with those students from time to time, 1
rezlize the need of such a place as a '"Uniont where they can get smaitable kinds of
recreation and the chance to meet friends and disouss problems, and have debates and
lectures on all kinds of intellectusl, social, national and international problems."

"I took one Saturdey afternoon to explore Fu-sze Miso, Confucian temple, in
the southern part of the cityes It used tb be a public recreation ground and commercial
center for the rank and file of ordinary citizems. It was a lively and busy place.

It is still crowded, but the nature of the activities in progress is different. There -
are still rows and rows of food stands = I mean the moving kitchens vhere the ¢ooking.
stove end frying pans are carried on the ends of & pole and the cook carries his
kitchen around to sait the convenience of the ecustomerss The food is just as good,
but there are not as many varicties as before, and it is terribly expensive. Yot
every stend is crowded with insatiable customerse" : : '

R e e e e s e e e
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"Phe big building for Confuoius is gone and its place is taken by modern
gambling stands, by which I mean wostern table games in modified form used for
bambllng purposess  Long huts in rows are full of second-hand goods for sales"

"If Confucius should come back to see hls own house now, he would wWeep hlS
eyes out with sadness, if it were not for one little broken hut in the midst of the
noise snd rushs Here a book-seller has put around on rows of racks stories of various
kirds, cheaply printed on cheap paper but illustrated with drawings. To be sure, they
are not all good books, but the majority of them are stories on filial pieby, loyalty
and good friendship from the great philosophers, Crowds of children gather inside,
reading without lifting their heads to look at the crowd. - They simply are deeply

buried in their rcading. Someone should help the poor book~seller to get more good and

interesting tookse He is doing it for the sake of trade, but he is at the same time
doing & piece of splendid educationsl work. He certainly should get cooperatlon and
help from all those who love children snd manklnd."

"There is another mew phenomenon which I must mention before I stope On

October 14, 1947, a Lolo chisf whom I had met before came to oall on mee I learned
that he is here with a few others, petltioning the govermment for seats on the Sikang
Provineial Legislature, and also securing places for Lolo delegates on the Peoples
Politiecal Councils Considering the fact that many people still have the notion that
THQ Lolc are wild people, ons should meet these Lolo and talk with theme . It is not

4ist they have suddenly become highly cultured according to modern stendards, but the
wno uut .hev have developed in the last few years is asboudding. The chief ceme to
Lol the 001lemc three times and each time with a different Lolo, They have written

~1o characters to show us their culture, Their philosophy of life is surprisingly

.p—roéted."
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girting COLLEGE
Nanking, China
April 29, 1948

Miss Sallie Lou MacKinnon

Chairman, Ginling College Committee of
United Board for Christian Colleges in China
150 Fifth Avenue '

New York Il, N. Y,

3

Dear liss MacKinnon:

, As the anmnual meeting of the United Board will be hald soon, I want to tell
you a little about the present conditions and problems of the College. A% the close
of the first year back on our home campus, we had the largest graduating class in our
history - sixty-eight., We started our second year under much better conditions, both
as to the physical plant end the facultys Actually, the campus gives & false impres«
sion because with the repaired roofs and the fresh paint on the wooden eaves and
pillars and on the window and door frames, and the trees and shrubbery in healthy cone
dition, we appear to be in very good condition, It is only when visitors step inside
the buildings that the effects of the occupation period become evident, For instance,
when Miss Chakko spent a week on the campus, she oxpressed her sympathy for all that
remains to be done before our buildings are restored to a semblance of prewar condi-
tions The students were taking their final examinations last winter during & very
cold wave, and it was really pitiful to see them sitting in bitterly cold rooms from
two to four hours trying ‘4o concentrate on their examinations. Yet, the problem of
rostoring the heating system is such a tremendous one that we do not even know how to
plan for itt '

Facultys The rehabilitation problem does not apply %o the physical plant
alones We have also tried to give attention to persomnnel, In the summers of both
1946 and 1947, eight or nine faculty members went abroad, either on regular sabbatical
leaves or for graduate studys With such changes in personnel, it is difficult to find
substitutes and to maintein the general morales, We were therefore particularly happy
when Dr. Ruth Chester, Dr. Liu En~lan, end Miss Hsiung Ya-na returned last fall after
having spent & year in America. We are grateful to the London Missionary Society for
sending as their repreSGnt&tivé, with salary, Miss Marjorie Causers We are also
grateful to the Methodist Board for transferring Dr. Helen Ferris to Ginling., T have
been wanting to have a mission member on the staff of the Sociology Department ever
‘since Miss Mossman returned to America, and Miss Ferris is a real addition to that
. Departmente It is the largest department in the College, and many of our graduates
go into socigl work and will benefit from her influence and instruction, You will be
happy to know that Miss Rosa May Butler will be coming from McTyeire to Ginling to
teke oharge of the Music Department,

We are glad to have Dr. Chang Hwei-lan on the campus now giving her. full
time to the Chairmamship of the Physical Education Department, Since Ettie Chin re-
turned to America, we. have not had a full-time person of experience to teke charge of
this work, and Dr. Cheng is filling a reel need, We are looking forward to the return
of Miss Eva Spicer and Dr.C. F. Lung in the falle
Counseling and Guidance Projects Last fall, we were fortunate in receliving
 n specisl contribution from the Eva and Tucius Eastman Fund of US$2400, We were also
fortunete to have Mrs.,W. S. New. as the visiting. guidange consultant to help us start
the counsgeling and guidanee programe As Mrs, New frequently reminds me, we have made
only & modest beginning because the staff which we were able to provide to help Nrs,,
New has not had professional training for, this type of worke Mrs, Boulah Kwoh has
given halfetime ‘o extracurricular activities, and four other young women, also on
half-time basis, served ag residence counselors in the dormitoriess During the early
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rall, Mrs. New spent 30 hours in seminars with these counselors to introdude the
fundemental principles of counseling; and, this term, she has spent a full fonth on
the campus and given many more hours for seminars and conferences with the counselofs
and has 8lso had personal interviews with students referred to her by the counselors,

v From the experience of the past eight months, we have been more convinced
than ever of the urgent need of such counseling service for the students, They have
ple.uty of personal problems - academio, health, financial, emotional, etcs At &
feculty meeting in April, the counselors presented a very jnteresting and revealing .
program, telling of their work and of a number of eases which have come to their at-
tontion, In addition to typical student problems that exist anywhere, there is the
effect of the general situation that wnffonts any thinking people nowadays in Chinq.'
The widespread and sporadic student strikes and the general unrest in the country can-
not but effect the attitude and mood of our sthdents and they need the guidance of able
and interested counselorss '

In an effort to get some help for the Christian Colleges from the funds pro-
vided by the Fulbright Act, the United States Educational Foumdation in Chine hes
asked the Chrigtian institutions to present projects. This is the most recent plan
for securing help in addition to the program of visiting professors and scholarships
for students. The Board of Foreign Scholars has suggested that such projects be
worked out for a period of one year and designed to help the college budgete. After
considering very carefully all the possible projects that might be presented by the
college, the Faculty Executive Committee decided to present our project on counseling
and guidence. We are anxious to carry on the preliminary work started this year, In
addition to the work we have already done, we hope to be able to build up a body of
knowledge necessary to the full understanding of the students and their needs; and, at
the same time, we hope to Be able to work out means of determining objectively their
aptitudes and abilities, Our project has been presented with two parts: the extend-
ing of the service program which we have started this year, and a research program
for working out objective tests and measurements for both college and high school
students, We hope that our project will be accepted by the Board of Foreign Scholars
and t¥at 2 specialist can be secured to come out next fall to direct this research
work, As the work develops, we hope that it will be of use to other institutions as
wells

Needs of the Colleges Rehabilitation. AS you know, there is still a great
deal of rehabilltation to do before the College will be restored to its prewar con-
dition, We have a long way to go. The most urgent items are the repalr of the fencse,
painting the walls, and the reconditioning of the athletic field and replacing tennis
courtss - The gas plant is still not working and is badly needed for the science
leboratoriese I have already mentioned the heating plant, We have placed requests
with tho Chins Relief Mission to secure grants to pay for the lebor for some of these
needsy

2+ Equipment. In addition to the major needs previously mentioned, we
need to secure more science equipment and bookse ' In the Music Deparitment, we have
only half as many pianos as we had in prewar deys, but the number of majors in that
Department has doubled, and this creates a real problems The practice planos are in
constant use from early morning until ten o'clock, and still the practice conditions
are far from satisfactory for these students. ,

3s Faculty Housinge This is another real problem at Ginling. Since the war,
it has become necessary to house every member of the faculty, whether single or mar-
ried, techniocian or stencil-cutter. Evon for married women whose husbends are fully
employed, we have to provide housing if we wish to get full-time service from these -
women end not merely a few lecturess
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45 A Chapel, This is snother need that was brought out in our faculty
retreat and in other discussion groupse The students have expressed a need for some-
place with a quiet worshipful atmosphere for morning watches, or for meditation and
reading and prayers The present auditorium is too big for this purpose, and, being
surrounded by music practice rooms, there is no real quiet time there except at the
~tated time for daily chapel. ‘

5, Home Economics Practice House and Laboratory, The Home Economics
Department now has 1ts laboratory in a room Tormeriy used by the Biology Department
and which is really needed by them now, The house that is being used as the Practice
House was Drs Reeves! home, and it is not actually suitable at all for e Practice
idouses Furthermore, it is badly needed for faculty housinge In response to & letter
from Dean Milam, the College presented a request for a grant from the Business end
Professhonal Women's Clubs for the current budget of the department and also for a
geunt for building s Home Economics Practice House and Laboratorye Dean Milam is
coming to visit Ginling toward the end of May and we shall have an opportunity to dis-
cuss this problem with her and Pind out what the possibilities are for funds from that
sources ' :

Problems. The first one is, naturally, the financial problem. It is not
news to the United Board, .in view of the continued dif¥icult conditions after victorys
But in spite of the problem of meeting the shortage in the budget, we are gratified
by the success of the United Board Emergency Campaign and the response in China to
the Joint Ceampeign by the Christisn Collegess We just had the final meeting of the
Campaign Committeo when I was in Shenghai last week. The total goal of 15 billion
dollars was exceeded, All the alumni bodies worked hard for their alma maters, and
the govermment organizations responded sympathetically. President Chen and I con-
tributed our share by approaching Géneral Chang Chunm, the Promier, for a grant of six
billion last fall, and by approaching the Vice-Minister of Finance EsYl for the con-
tribution of two billion from the goverrment banks. Although wo are sorry that the
fast depreciation of the Chinese currency has reduced the real value of the proceeds,
the fact that large sections of the contributions were distributed as soon as possible
has enabled the collegesto get full value {rom the funds as they came At its meet-
ing last November, our Board of Direotors approved using our share of these funds %o
build a badly needed student dormitorye That building has been finished, Now, with
the finel allotment from this campeign, we shall proceed with the furnishing, install-
ing bathroom facilities, etc, Bven when this building is in use, we shell still have
to house 4 girls in the rooms which Mrs. Thurston had originally planned for two, We
have paid about CN$850,000,000 thus far for the construction of the building, You
will be interested to know that, if it were being built today, the estimated cost
would be about CN$4,600,000,000, Co

There is & rather large shortage in the tentative budget for this term, but
if I understend corremtly, the Methodist Board is again meking an additional grant of
$5,000 and the Presbyterien Board is meking an additionel grant of $1,000, If so,
these amounts will be almost enough to cover the shorteges

~ Uncertaintiess The other problem effeeting both the faculty and students,
unconsciously, is an emotional and spiritual one, resulting from the continued state
of unceptainty in China and in the world in general, How we can come out of the
present critical condition and what the future may hold is & question constantly with
use Yet, as an educational institution, we have to make plans, not only to carry on
but graduelly to build up the work of the Colleges In spite of our certginty that
there are further difficult days ahead, we still have faith that a better China will
emerge out of this serious period of tribulation which confronts not only China but
the whole world, In educational work, we Teel the impact upon our young people of
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all kinds of confusion and efforts made to attract them to lesser ways of lifey These
only sharpen the chsallenge to direet them in the right way., In dealing with our own

. students, I have become ineroansingly aware that we must put more oonscious effort into
‘helping them as individuals instead of depending upon the traditional procedures to
produce effective resulfs, As Beulah' Kwoh put it, it is a ‘slow process, but it is the
- only way to build "real persons", It is Jesus! way, and that is the only hope for a

new China, : :
J .

) L wish I could be with you ‘at the snnual meeting to eypress in person for
myself and for the College our doep gratitude to all the Board snd the staff for their
continued confidence in the Christian Colleges in China and for their sustained ef-
forts in helping us to carry on during these perplexing and challenging deyse My very
o285t wishes for a successful meeting, : -

Very sincerely yours,
(signed) Wu Yi-fang

Wu Yi-fang
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STUDENT LIFE. AT GINLING COLLEGEH

The life of a student is the "golden age™. In middle age or in
old age, we will fall into & beautiful dream whenever memories of our student
life rise before use We, who are living as students, should consider ourselves
the most fortunate people in vhe worlds Our group life is filled with & vivid
and heppy atmosphere. We are now a group of pure young students, who have not
yet been stained by the evil, false standards of soociety. We gather together
from day to day in’ h&pplness and animat¢on. .

A]though we are all sﬁudents at Ginlin » we have differences in our
backgrounds and personal qualities. I have been e boarding student here since
I first started to college. Next year I will be a junior. I have had a happy
life here in Glnling and find it much more interesting then my former school
hife.

: Our surroundings are most fortunate. In this large, noisy eity, our
eollege is & btranguil plaos. On the college campus, the solemn and beaubiful
pelace~like buildings form en impressive picture. Broasd, green lawns and
beautiful trees are everywhere. Among singing birds in the spring dawn I
leaned against a tree boside the pond with & book in my hands, I felt as if
I wore in Papadise, Suddanly the meening of what was in my book wes clear
and easy. In the summer sunsets strolling elong the treewshaded pathy with
several friends brings peace to ny weary heart. To whom are we indebted for
“this happy life? To our alme mater, Ginling!

The standard of living in our college is higher than in some obther
schools, and we enjoy and sppreciate our environment.

Begides our reguler college work, we have outside activities. There
are different kinds of groups and organizations. Those who like literature and
art work together to publish verious wall-papers, which are placed on bullebin
boards since we cannot afford %o have them printed, Those who like seience
hold discussion meetings. In order %o develop our friendship with others,
we have Christisn Fellowship groups and alsc some folksdancing groups. We
also ‘have concerts snd gymnestic performences. All these are pert of Ginling
- College life. The thing we are most proud of is the family spirit in our
collepes OQur schoolmetes are just owr sisters, and our teachers, our parents.
We ara proud of our peaceful life here, since other universities often have
much trouble beceuse of the inadequacies in their atmosphere. In some respects
our college life may not be broad enough, but I think our good environment will
enable us to improve our lives if we conbtinue our efforts tirelessly.

All of this is to give you a general conception and a rough sketoh
of student life at Ginlinge To sum up, Ginling girls live happily together
under & comparsbly good atmosphere. The beautiful end quiet environment,
the family spirit in our college, and the various activities within cerdain

" limitetions provide us with e happy college life. I believe firmly that
every one of us enjoys the present life with full happiness and that this
feeling will lest alse into the future. Whenever we recall our college days,
we will do so with praise for Ginling. )

By Fu Wu~i (Sophomore)
Spring, 1948




GINLING COLLEGR
Noxking, China
June 16, 1948

Dr., Robert Jo McMullen

Executive Secretary '
United Board for Christiam Colleges in China
150 Fifth Avenue

New York 11, NW. Y,

Dear Dr. McMullen:

I am glad that I can send you more ennouraging news then that I reported in
my last letter. .

Because of the various protests against the American policy of strengthen-
ing Japan, Dr, Stuart issued a statement to the students through a press conference,
nfortunately, that brought many responses criticizing most of the peints he mentioned.
llere in the esollege, the chairman of the student self-government association brought
a draft reply upon which the seals. of the student gelf-government associations of
Central University and the University of Nanking had been placed. After she had
passed around this statement, she called a cabinet meeting for the cabinet members to
glance over it, At that meeting, without much discussion, they adopted the statement
and decided to present it to the student bedy with recommendation that it be adopted,
As it happened, class mectings were scheduled that afternoon for the purpese of elect=-
ing class officers for the coming fall term, Dre Cheng, our Deen of Students, had
read over the draft statement and found that it attacked Dr. Stuart himself as well
as the Ameriean policy. It showed purposeful discrediting of Dr. Shuart's prestige,
the Americen aid to the government, and the American policy of industrial rehabilita-
tion of Japen,

Dr, Chang end I called in the chairmen of the student self-government asso~

ciation and had a long talk with her, We pointed out the responsibility involved in
issuing such statements and the importence of not railroading through such matters
without having given the students an opportunity to read the statement carefully be-
fore taking a vote. The usual method used in other universities is merely to post
sugh notices on a bulletin boord with en emnouncement by the student selfw-govermment’
association asking students who do not approve to 31gn their names by a certain time,
and, if a majority do not oppose the statement, it is considered as being approved.
This time, our chairman intended to ask the class presidents to tell the various
classes about the main points in the statement and ask for their vete upon them, The
Deen and I pointed out to her frankly that that was not the proper procedure for re-
sponsible voting, and she then agreed to mimeograph the draft statement and eirculate
it for eash girl to study. Then I asked if she could be sure that the girls had read
Dr. Stuart's statement earefully., She, of course, could riot be sure, so I said the
college would help by mimeogrephing that statement so the girls eould study the two
statements side by side, This agreement was made on Wodnesday evening.

These .statements were distributed early Thursday afternoon, Very soon,
several seniors independently posted signed requests that the statement from the stu-
dents be revised and the reasons for these requests. Promptly those who were in fewor
of adopting the original draft posted replies to the points brought out by these
seniors.  On Friday morning, the student cabinet met to disouss how to proeeed. They
had a very intelligent discussion of the problem and the cabinet was just split evenly,
so they desided to call another student meeting right after lunch, There was again &
very fine debate with the opinions on both sides freely and intelligently presented.
The final vote was in favor of revising the statement, and a committee of five was
elected to do this revision,
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The revised draft was presented to the student body at a meeting on Satur-
day noon, end was adopted, Beforo this moeting adjourned, the chairman announced thet
the student self-govennment associations of Central University and the University of
Nenking Mad acoopted this revised statoment on Friday evening. The revised statement
roferred only to the United States Government’s policy toward Japen and te the fact
that the eitizens of China had suffered from Japanese aggression and are strongly op-
posed to the strengthening of Japan and thus enabling her to become another threat to
China in the near future,

This experience has given much encouragement to our Dean, the Counselor of
IExtra-surricular Activities, and myself because, af'ter the three-day’ strike, we have
been working soparately to help the. students, espeoially the scniors, to be courageous
in speaking out their own opinions, We¢ have omphasized that the ossential principle
of demooracy is for all the constituent units to take responsibility for any aetion fcr
the whole, so each must make her own judgment and be responsible for ite All of this
time, the majority of the students were not in favor of the extreme actions ty stu-
donts in general, but very often a small number of wvery active students, well organized,
got in touch with similarly active student groups in other universities and put
through actions beforec the unorgenized majority could teke any actions While we do
not wont to sec opposing camps formed in the college, we do want to have each student
feel her responsibility in group actions so that she will have the courage to express
her opinionss In view of the happenings in the student body since the end of April,
this action on the revision of the statement is a real victory for the scnsible and
responsible students, and we shall continue in our effort to help individually in
the building up of sound student opinion,

The annual programs by the physical education and the music departments
were very successful and brought enthusiastisc comments from the large audiences in
attendanoe, Last night we had a new type of program for Ginling - a debate, MNr.
Pardee Lowe, the administrative secretary of USEFC, gave generously of his time to
cotch the speakers. The subject was: Resolved that Ginling College should be co-
educational, The speakers did very well, considering the fact that this was their
firs% experience; and I was happily surprised at their use of English, There was a
good spirit between the speakers and in the audience, The judges were Miss Hilda
Anderson, Mjss Lucille Gould, and Mr. Robert Moddy, all from the American Embassy;
Miss Beryl Power, of the International Labor Office in London (now an adviser to the
Ministry of Social Affairs), and Dr, Walter Se Root, of Columbia Universit (now with
ABMAC)e They were asked to base their decision on 60% for content and 40% for de-
liverys They cast their decision for the negative side. After the debate, they went
to the South Hill House for an informal tea, and the speakers had an opportunity to
talk with them about their comments and about varlous types of debatee

Today the campus has a quiet air. Tomorrow, Friday and Saturday, the seniors
will be having their examinations. The Senior Banquet will bée held on Saturday eve~
ning, And, in another week, another school year will be over, FPFifty~seven graduates
(vinter and summer classes) and seven special physical education students will be
going out from Ginling. Among them are some fine students and we hope to hear good
things from them in the futures In meny ways it has been a strenwous year; neverthe=
less, in many things we have made progress, and we are proceeding with our plans for
next year with faith and courago.

Best wishes to you and the Staff in New Yorlk,
Very sincercly yours,

. Wu Yi-fang
WYF:hp
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‘GINLING COLLEGE
Nanking, China
July 12, 1948

Dear Friends of Ginling:

The second year after our return from Chengtu is over. It might be called
s year of continued rehabilitation - of the physical plant, educational equipment, and
. jrvoommels With the repair of the roofs and the painting of the door and window
t -3, the buildings present a fine appearance., The plentiful rains have hade the
g o und shrubbery luxuriant, and our campus is greatly admired by all visitorsse

Inside the buildings, however, there is still much that needs to be dones
The walls need to be painted, the odds and ends of furniture need to be replaced,
proper laboratory furniture is still lacking, and the big problem of restoring the
. heating plent is still untouched, Our most pressing need at present is additional
housing for the faculty, : -

o The last orders for educational equipment, which were placed in January,.
1946, are arriving, and a small muber of additional pieces have been added; but there
is sti1ll much %o be secured before we shall again be up to our prewar sonditioms

Faculty, Last fall, we were glad to welcome back to Ginling Dra Ruth
Chester, DT, 1iu En~lan, and Miss Hsiung Ya-na, all of vhom had spent the previous
year in America, We were also glad to secure again Dr. Chang Hwei-lan to fill tho
important position of Head of the Physical Education Department. Fourteen members of
the faculty have spent the past year abroad on sabbatical leaves or in graduate study.

: S

Now, a number of faculty members are again completing their preparations to
go abroad, Mrs. Hsueh Tan Ming-sin and Miss Sun Tseng-min, both of whom have been
active in our Child Welfare Training Progrem, have just received from the United
Netions fellowship awards for observation of social work, and they will be flying %o’
New York within s few dayss Miss Loh Zung-nyi, professor of mathematics and physics,
has received an appointment 4o teach mathematics at Wellesley College next year. Miss
. Chen Fu~ho, instfuctor in the Chemistry Depasitment, will be studying on a scholarship
from Michigen State College. Miss Wu Shui-hsia, a counselor in charge of one of the
dormitories, has received a scholarship from the English Presbyterian Mission and will
study atSelly Oakes College in Birminghem, Englande Dr, Djang Hsiang=lan, who has
been at Mary Baldwin College, Staunton, Virginie, during the past year, also has a
fellowship at Selly Oakes next yeare. Mrs., Wei Weng Ren-tze, secretary at our Child
Welfare Center, will accompany her husband to England where he will be studying on o
fellowship from £he British Councile

We greatly eppreciate all of the opportunities given our faculty for study
and refreshment abroad, and we are also glad when it is time for them to return %o ‘
bring to Ginling the benefit of their oxperience. This year, Miss Eva D, Spicer will
be returning from her furlough in England Yo head the History Department. Dr. C., F,
Lung, who has been studying in America ona followship from United Service to Chine,
will resume his position-as head of the Sociology Departmente Miss Pan Yao=tsien, a
rocipient of one of the UBCCC refresher fellowships, will return from Columbia Uni-
versity to our English Department. Miss Hu Shih-tsang, who has been studylng et Juil-
14ard School of Music on a scholarship from the UBCCC, will return to the Music Deperte
mente All four of them will be more than welcome at Ginling in the falle

We are very glad to have secured Dr..Chang Wu Suen-i, an ‘alumna and & gradu-
ate of Oregon State College of Home Economics, to be the Director of the Child Welfare
Training Progrem and to supervise the Child Welfare Centers

I_S.rg.ccaiaureaﬁte and Commencements, Mr. Luther Shao, General Secretary of the
Diseiples'! Church, gave & fine address ak our baccalaureate service, and Miss Lynde
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Grier, Representative of the British Council ih Nanking, gave the commencement addresse
She spoke on university tradition, pointing out that academic independence and in=-
tellectual discipline are important elements in the tradition of British colleges,

and that tradition is not a static dead weight but a growing thing upon which students
of all generations can build, Hiss Grier is the first woman ever to give our commence=
nent addressy » ‘ » :

' 'The total number of college graduates was 62, and 7 students completed the
Special Physical Educetion Course, This year's clags was smaller then thet of last
year = 68, and the class of 1949 will be still smaller - approximately 48. These re=-.
auced numbers reflect the effect of our return from Chengtue

Student Body. This year's student body was the largest in the history of the
college - 240, inciuéing 38 in the Special Physical Education course, We are renewing
contacts with the mission middle schools in the lower Yangtze Valley and South China,
and we hope that we shall be able to have more of their graduates then wo cbuld haye in
Chengtus The number of students in the more distant areas who heve already taken our
entrance examinations is more than twice the number who had taken them at this time
last yeore a ¢

Counseling Program, When Mrs, W. S. New returned to Chinae last year, we ine
vited her &S 6 consultant to help the Deanfs office initiate a pilot project in coun-
seling and guidance. A gonerous gift from the Lucius and Eva Eastman Fund enabled us
to invite counselors to teke charge of extra=curricular activities and carry on the
program in the four student dormitoriess Mrs, New made seven trips to the college
during the year and held training seminars with these young counselors. From this
year's experience, we have found tha t they have given valuable help to individual
students and to the student organizationse All of the present student body have had
their high school and college educetion under wartime conditions and the unsettled
period following the war, and they are keenly in need of this type of guidance and
advicee We shal 1 continue to develop this line of service during the coming year, and,
if it is at all possible, we hope to work out a series of diagnostic and measurement
tests which will enable us to improve our methods of selecting and advising students
‘according to their sbilities and aptitudes. We have presented our plan to the Board
of Foreign Scholarships in Washington, DeCs, and, through the provisions of the Ful~
bright Act, we hope we may have an experienced psychologist on the campus next year’
to direct this phase of our counseling progrems This is a pioneer project in China,
and we hope it will be possible to make it of service not only to Ginling but also to
other colleges and middle schools in the future.

.

Health Programe FPart of the counseling program is the health program. to
which Dr, Chang BEwei-len has given much attention this year. Through gifts received
from British United Aid to Chine, we have been able to provide additional nutrition
for those students showing an acute need for it in their medical examinations, All
of these girls have shown increases in weight and improvement in general health,
Eggs, milk, liver, iron phosphate, and vitamin tablets were provided as meeded for
80 studentse

All ¢f the students and most of the faculty and their families and the
servants were taken to the Municipal Hospital for mass chest X-ray testse Questionable
cases had fluoroscope tests and lerge X-ray picturese Five students snd two staff
members were found to have minimal cases of tuberoulosis; four servants, moderate
cases; and one servant, an advanced casce The five students spent tho remainder of
the term in the infirmery on full- or part-time reste All were showing considerable
improvement by the end of the year, due to the care of our nurse, Miss Wong Pei-yusn,
and Dre Margaret Smythe, who has given volunteer service for one afternoon each week
during the yeoor, :
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Giftse We are indebted to tho United Board for Christian Colleges in China
for the Emergoncy Campaign thoy condueted during the winter, The grant allocated to
Ginling from this campaign fund roplaced the usual graont from United Service to China
and enabled us to close the year without o deficit,

Ve are grateful that the Smith @ontributions for the year are more than
double the amount pledged by the Smith Alumnee Committes for Ginlinge The surplus will
help to meet the current budgety In the past two years, the amount contributed over
and above the pledge to the current budget has been wsed for rchabilitating the Smith
Building on the Ginling campuse We are most grateful to Smith wmen for their generos-
ity, especially in making it possible to do some of the necessary rehabilitation worlk,
since the United Board has not been able to alloecate further funds for this purposes

- The British United Aid to China and the China Christian Universities Associa~-
tion in England have both increased their contributions to Ginling this year, and have
thereby ensbled us to buy some very-much-needed books and equipment in England and a
piano in China,

OQur thanks are due to the Women of the Universalist Church for renewing
their contribution for the support of our Rural Service Station, The work there is
much eppreciated by the rural people and ‘it is growing steadilys This summer, five
nurseries are being operated in the villages for children whose parents are busy in
the fieldss A handicraft program has been started and will be developed during the
winter when the women and girls are free from farm workes The work of the Station is
now happily housed in the two=story brick building which was dedicated last December,
Its construction was made possible by grants last summer from the Ministry of Social
Affeirs and by United Service to Chine, and by contributions from the Chinese Women's
Club in Washington, De+Cs, and from the Women of the Universalist Churche The excel-
lent work of this Station bs recognized by everyone who visits it and, if it becomes
possible to increase the staff, it has unlimited opportunities to become a training
station for rural service workers,

- The Christian Colleges in China started a Joint Campaign last fall which
we.s guccessfully concluded this springe Over half of the goal of CN$1l5,000,000,000
came from grants from tho Government and contributions from the Goverrment Banks, and
all of the quotas assigned to the different aress were exceeded, At Ginling, we used
part of our sharc for the current budget, and the greater part was used to build a
much-needed student dormitorye. We arc grateful tb Mrs. S. F. Tsen for returning to
the campus last December to give her incomparably capable service to the furnishing
of this dormitory so that it will be ready for use in the fall term and relieve, to
some extent, the crowded conditions in the other four dormitories,

Practice School Buildinge Our ctrowded classroom si tuation will also be im-~
proved in the Pall because the Practice School has succeaded in putting up & two=-story
building and will be able tc release the rooms they have been msing in our Arts Build-
ings This new building is a twin building to the Soong Memorial Building and is builtg
to the south of this buildinge It is the second of a group of three which we hope to
establish as the Practice School unity The third and main building, which we hope
to be able to put up within a few years will be known as the Vaubrin Memorial Bhilde
ing. This second unit has been financed by contributions from the parents of middle
school students and a loan from the Vautrin Memorial. Fund raised by the alumnae,
this loan to be gradually returned by the Practice School, '

Visitorse  We have greatly emjoyed and appr eciated the visits from repre-
sentatives of our supporting mission boards in Amefica and England and f rom alumnae
and friends in various parts of China, We arc heppy to have thom come to see the
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work of the College, to learn of our plans and our neads, and to establish contacts
between th? college and friends at homes Fortunately, some were able to stay for
longer Per10d§ of times Miss Edith Haight, a former faculty member, spent four months
of her sabbatlgal leavd on the campus last winter, teaching in the Physical Edusation
Departmente Miss Mary Sweeny, a consultant for UeS«C., spent 5 weeks in the spring
reviewing ¢hild welfare projects in Nankings She held seminars with our students end
faculty and gave valuable counsel in the development of our child welfare training
programe Deen Ava B. Milam, of Oregon State College of Home Economics spent some
busy days at Ginlinge In addition to investigating the possibilities for extension
work under the Ministry -of Agriculture and Forestry, she held conferences with our ‘
Homzmsc%nomics Staff to consider the curriculum and the future devolopment of the de-
parumente

Fow Ginling alumnec were elected to the Nationsl Assembly: Dr. Liu En-lan,
Hoat of our Geography quartment;’ Mrse. Hsiung Mao Yen-wen, Director of the Hsiang
Shen Children's Home in Peipings; Miss Li Chi, Professor of English at Chekiang Uni-
versity; and Miss Liu Bao-yin, Dean of Studies at Changchow Girls! Middlo School,
ﬁiﬁsg'-{,ﬁ. and Miss Liu were guests on the campus when the Assembly was in session in
prile '

General Conditions in China, Both the faculty and students are deeply con-
cerned over oconditions in the country and worried by financial hardshipse Uncon-
sciously, these things effect the general morale, Meny of the studonts have real
ability and show a good spirit in colleBe functions, such as Founderst Day activities,
the exmual progrems of the Physicel Education Departmont and the Music Dopartmente
Thoy arc alert to developmonts in the country end respond to some of the general stu-
dent movements and strikes, We were especially ploased by the independent ond ine
telligent stond thoy took on the reply to Ambussador Stuart's statemente A prepared
draft of a reply, which was ‘supposed to -have been approved by the stiudent self=
govennment groups of Central University and the University of Nanking, was sent to

* our students for their approvale - They btook action to revise the statement so that it
would expréss only their gpinions on the American policy toward Japan and eliminated
other parts, including those referring to Dre Stuart himself. This revised draft was
also accepted by the student self-govermment groups of the other two universities and
was the one finally publishede )

In our discussions at the meeting of the Council of Higher Bducation, we all
recognized that we are facing a very eritioal period and thet our Christkan institue-
tions must give more vigorous and creative’ leaderships Because the issues we face
today are so vital and s complicated, we felt the need for coming ‘together to talk
over our common problems, to clarify our stond on big issues, and: to make plans for
tho future, We are, therefore, planning to have a conference in Taiwan in Auwgust for
the presidonts of the Christian Colleges end othor Christian leaders, including Dr.
Fronk Price and Dre M. Searle Bates, . ,

_ Friends of China must bé very concerned over the present situation in our
countrys The economic, political, and military conditions are becoming more serious.
The people, in gemeral, have lost confidence in the Govermment because they are dis=
sppointed after their high hopos for improved conditions after the victory and because
tho continued inflation is causing even more intense hardships than people experienced
during the wars Such econonic and emotional stress furnishes fertile field for the
skillful propaganda of the Cormunists, whose goal is the collapse of the Kuomingteng
regimes In this situation, it is easy t stir up protests against the United States
.policy in Jeapen, There is a genuine emotional fear of a restored Japan which is
similar to the French fear of a restored Gormenye Industrial people also fear the
‘economic effects that will result when Jspamese goods will be dumped on the merket
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aftor Japan.is ?ndustridlly restored, In fact, a large amount of Japanesa goods are
already coming in through Hong Kong to the cities in Chinae Miss Sweeny told me aboub
her exporience of going to buy some Chinose dishes and finding the shops full of china
nade in Japane « - _

This intricate and interrelated economic problem of the world today is cer=
tainly beyond mes I can merely see the problem; I cannot suggest its solutione On
the one hand, the United States cannot forever be pouring money into Japan, and there=-
fore Japan should pgradually become selfwsupportinge On the other hand, Japan has to
depend upon foreign trade to seoure the foreign ourrency for food and other essential s’
she needse Yob, when the Japanese goods flood the markets of China and Southeast Asia,
it means the ruin of the infant industries in these areas and the increasingly unfavor-
able balance of trade,

A few words about my own activitiese I have fully recovered from the ep-
pendectomy I had last winter, and I appreciate very much all the good wisheés that
oame to me at that time ffom friends at home and abroads Through work on various come
nittees, I have been able to keep in touch with different types of agencies, such as
United Service to China, Executive Yuan Committee on Americen Relief Supplies, United
States Educational Foundation in China (Fulbright Act), United Nations Intermational
Childrents Emergency Fund, and the China Commission of UNESCO,  In June, I was asked
to speak at the baccalaureate services of the Ming Deh Girls! School end our own
Practioe Schools I had the special honor of being invited to speak at the Commence-
ment program of Nanking Theological Seminary, and was one of the two speekers at the
Commenoement of National Central University on July 4ths -

Last spring, I received an invitation to attend the World Council of
Churches in Amsterdam, as a consultant from China, At first, I declined the invita-
tion because I felt I would not know enough of the church organizations to be able to
meke any worth-while contribution, But recently, at an informal meeting here on the
campus with Dre Te Ce Chao, Mr. George Wu, Dr. M.Searle Bates, Dr. Frank: Price, nnd
myself present, I was helped to see that there are more general aspects of such a
gothering where I may be able to represent Chinese viewpoints, Naturally, I feel
Keenly that it is a privilege to attend such a gathoring of Christian leaders and it
will be a great halp to me and, indirectly, to the College if I can be away from China
for a little while and get into the fellowship of Christians from dther countries
which are also faced with serious problems, I admit that this hope of receiving
a fresh and enlarged viewpoint from associations at the Council meeting has overcome
my hesitation, and I have finally decided th accept the invitation, and am busy making
preparations for my absence at the Colleges

This brings to all of you our grateful thanks for your continued confidence
and interest in Ginling, and our very best wishese

Sincerely,

Wu Yi-fang
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Dear PFriends at Home:

As you see by this heading, I am one of the supremely fortunate people who

are able to get away from the heat to this bit of Paradise on this mountein-top, and
I am staying again, lucky me, in the home of Dr, and Mrs, Logan Rootss And just like’
last summer he is still in the heat but will come uwp later to join his family, I hope,
before I need to leaves The three children have eech of them, Eleanor, Loretta and
logan, grown three inches since last summery It is a great joy and privilege, and
lots of fun to be here in.a home with children, They all gave ms a wonderful wel-
come, including a well-drawn and colored picture that young Logan had traced for my
rooms On the way up to Kuling by river boat, we saw much of the flood, were rarely

1t of sight of flooded houses, at times the river seemed to stretch almost as far as
e could see, with here and there a row of trees whose branches and the roofs of
uouses were still showing above the floods Many poor people, as they have for cen-
turies, had taken a chance, building their homes inside the dykes, Some of the dykes
were still holding and all seemed wells At one point we saw men and women with any
old tool, or a board, ruming from both directions along a dyke to try to patch a
place that had just broken. When we reached Kiukiang where we had to leave the steame
or, instead of going about two miles by land in and thru the city, we went by boat all
that distance till'we reached a higher bit of land not far from the foothills, where
we left the boat for a buse Everywhero, like ourselves, people were going up and down
the streets in small boats, --- Also on our big boat we estimated there were. some
five hundred wounded soldiers,

Floods and civil wgr are chiefly responsible for the fantastic inflation;
the black market is now between 8 to 10,000,000 to UsS, one dollar. Our mission rate
allowed by the govermment, the last I heard, - it may be higher now, - was under four

‘million to ones One member of the Chinese cabinet said his salary in Chinese currency
amounted to about twenty UsSe o month agos Of course he gets more thm a salary, All
of our faculty members, and all government employees get a basic salary as of ‘a certain
date (before the war, I think),plus a rice subsidy, plus a certain percent as related
to the rising index of livings But what can people do when currency may depreciate
Pifty percent in two days' time? So people, some of them, buy or try to buy gold
bars, or the silver hoabded by peasants through the war, The bank in which I deposit
each month my salary check has an office here on Kuling. A year ago it was easy to
cash a check here with only a reasonable discount, Now this same bank, all banks are
doing the same, charged thirty percent to cash a check here, Therefore, I tried to
carry all the money I would need and some for others stuck up here without enough
moneyl ==--= In thé midst of all these things, discouragement and cynicism are very
easy and too common at times among even tho best of people, both Chinese and westérn-
erse And here it is that I find I need constantly to.remind myself of two things,
the first that "This is my Father's world, O let me neler forget, That though the
wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler yet", and the second equally important
fact of my own responsibility to pray and to listen for my full share in His plan and
to obey promptly and fully ell the thoughts He gives, of correction, vision, and ways
of building pease, cooperation, and friendship where I ams I find it difficult to
"rest me in the thought" unless I am giving full obedience, I wonder if you all have
read Hermann Hagedorn's "The Botib that Fell on America", It is great poetry, partly
because, rather largely because, of the power of the ideas in ite I feel it is alse
great poetry. The lines I remember best are where "the Lord said, 'There is only one
power greater than the power of the atom when it is released, and that is the power
of & human soul'" when God is permitted to shoot past the electrons of self to re-
lease the power of the soul, I imegine you are finding the same problems, and I trust,
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the solution of them that God wants to give you, = for on the moral and spiritual
leadership of the UsSsAs, and that means everyone, may depend the fate of civilizad
tion: & new world "wherein dwelleth righteousness" or else, chaos and lights out for
how long no one can guesse I heard a wonderful story the other day, of a great meet-
ing in the Hollywood Bowl at night when the spoaker asked to have all the lights
turned out, and then asked one man to light one match, "Can everyone see the motch?"
he said, Everyone could see it, “That", he said, "is 1like a right, good deed in a
naughty worlde" Then he asked everyone to strike a natch, with the effect you can
easily imagine, and moral of the story,

~And the College has been going on quite as usual, The opening date is set
‘or the 13th of September when classes begin, Two of my own major students (music
sducation) wrote theses to try to help meet the need of Chinese folk songs in the
primery and middle schoolss They each wrote accompaniments, with quite a bit of help
from me, for somd fifteen songs eachs So each also gave these songs with the aid of
their classmates, in a recital at the end of the termy one last February, when she
graduated, the other in early Junes I was pleased when one voeal senior chose a snug
out ‘of the first thesis to sing on her senior reecital in May ¢ The girls gathered
tunes from many different provinces. Some songs came from near Thihet. . The border
tunes ‘show Russian, Persian and Hindu influences, During the spring, a group of
dancers from this distant province of Sinkiang ceme to Nen king, snd gave a fascinat-
ing program of their dances.

There were two other seniors in music this term, one in piano and the
other in voices I do wish I could transport all of my friends to China long enough
to hear one of our senior recitals or the Amnual Student Recitall The two girls
gave a joint program which gave us much satisfaotion. Last yearts freshman and
sophomore music major students wefe really exceptionals In the sophomore class, there
are five out of seven girls with each one, a really beautiful voice} The French head
of cultural relations, said of one of these girls that he had never heard a voice
with better possibilities as a lyric soprano than that girle And I had not con=-
sidered her botter than any of the other four girlsy She is the daughter of a very
notorgous general with many wives and some thirty or forty childrens She is a shy,
sensitive, and vivacious youngster, very musical, plays very well also, but, as you
might imagine, not too industrious. That is rate in our music students, most of
them work very hard and faithfully, much more so than the average American student}

Our Annual Recital (Students) has always been our chief event, Those who
take part are chosen after the examination recitals, in early June, when every stu-
dent taking music for credit, must takd part. Naturally only the best are chosen
and from any classe One of the best pianists on the Amnusl , was a freshman, who
played the Mendelssohn "Variations Seriuses" all from memory, of course, with bril-
lisnce, though perheps not the interpretation we might expect from a senior, I think
most of our Chinese friends are "hand-minded", most of them, if musical at all, usud -
ly develop finger dexterity very easily, and seem to really enjoy the technical side
of pieno study. They are very clever with their hands in doing many things. Not all
have equally the gift of musical understanding, that needs to be learned, and can be
taught only in its superficial outer formse But some do go much ddeper than others,
and some have "it", to a very high degroes This year I was the only westernor on our
music staffs I would like to introduce you to our teachersy Meet Mrs., Paul Feng}

In her thirties, I guess, the charming wife of the top newspaper reporter for English
news of the Central News Agency. They have three very lively children, She studied
three years in New York in tho Institute of Musical Art of the Juilliard School, has
her diploma from that schools She teaches a full schedule, is the best loved of all
our teachers, is a real mother, not only to her own children, but also to her dtu=-
dents when they need i%, and she gave a brilliant piano recital in late April this
year, despite an attack of malaria, just before the recitals We will surely hold
onto her as long as we can kecep hore Two of our teachers are leaving and we shall
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miss them very muchs. One, Mr.' Harvey Chen, graduate of the Shanghai Conservatory, is
a very brilliant young pianist, excellent technic, and plays Chopin with a great deal
of interpretative power and color, is more interested in his work as a pianist than
in teaching, but he has been a definite inspiration to our students. Mrs. Chen Wen
Yuin-kwen is one of our most musical graduates, majored in piano and practically com-
pleted a voice major alsos Since graduation she has studied with Mrse Yoh of our
staff, and has become an excellent teacher, especially of beginning vocal studentsy
she knows how to give them the right foundation vocally and also musically, She also
ls a young mother, with two young children, the youngest born this last winter, Un-
fwriunately for us, her husband now has a job in Shanghai, and she is following him
to live in Shanghei. Mrs., Yeh and her husband will still be in America one more
semestor, so we are in real diffioculty to find vocal teachers, We were able to bor=
row one day's teaching time of Mrs. Eva Hwang Chen of the National Conservatory this
last year; I have not heard yet who will take our Mrs. Chen's places Then last, but
not least, of our full-time teachers is our last yearts graduate, Lin Chung-yin, who
has been doing a very good job in teaching less advanced piano students, the freshman
chorus, and some work in the middle schools Do you know that the Ginling Girls Mid=~
dle School, once a practice school of about oighty students, now has over three
hundred -students? There have been two additional part-time piano teachers, one Mrs,.
Chancellor Livingston, vhose husband is a UsS. Army captaine They are from California.
The other is a Mrs. Hwang, from Australia, with piano certificates from London,

Desplite financial problems, the College has built one extra dormitory, for
we never have enough space for all who want and whom we want to study in Ginling,
The middle school has also built a good-sized olassroom building, greatly needed, for
they have been using College equipment too longa

Students these days are very restless and dissatisfied with conditions in
their nation and this is also true of faculty members. This is one reason for the
. great numbers of Chinese students, alumni of all colleges, who want only one thing,
to go chiefly to the UeS. to studye. Some choose Englande It is a veritable epidenmiec,
and of course many who want to go are not a} all fitted, nor do they really need
study abroad, at least not until thoy have tried themselves out here, to find out
what they really want to doe. Of course study abroad is very good and neeeéssary for
those who do hawe the ability.

Nenking, and Ginling also, are more and more international centers. We
mect people constantly from many nations, and there are many Americen Army trucks,
Jéeps, and cars to be seen whonever we gé outs I must confoss I often wonder Just
how long, how much longer the Central Govermment can hold out, = how much longer we
will all be herey If China is eaptured by the Communists and that ideology, the
UsSehe and western democracies will find the battle on their owm doorsteps in no time,.
You cen be sure China is no side issue, The present government is far from ideal, and
yet not all freedom is gone; people wi th initiative still may be eble to find a
chances And never has the door been so wide open to the Christian faith and way of

living,

i hope all of you will have some time for rest and change during this sume
mere My very best wishes to you 2ll, and I sure would appreciate letters from everyw-
one to whom this letter goes. MNy pre-Christmas letter to you was lost in the mails,

Your friend,

Stella Marie Graves
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Deayr Friends,

As a Chinese student, I am going te tell you some news about our Chinese student followe
ships which I hope will interest youj

At the beginning of this summer vacation, we had opportunities to enter many different
conferences., Some of us are not able to return to our homes for the vacation peried are gtaye
ing on at the sollegse over the summer. Sixteen of us entered six different conferences. One
conference was sponsored by the Sbudent Christian Movement Committee, mnother by the I.V.F.,
enother by the Methodist Church, and another by the Church of Christ in Chine axnd the Chung
Hwe Sheng Kung Ewei (Bpiseopal Church) combineds,. :

I attendad the latter conferenece, so 1 can tell you about it better than about the otherse
Three hundred atteﬁd@d thie conferense-=gbudents of middle schools and colleges and some workers
with young ohildren, Thigeonference was held in the Middle Wehool of the University of Nanking
from July Tth to 12the Most of the member came from the Tastern provinces in China,

Waen we came to the conference, we felt we were meeting many new faces, but by the time
we parted, we hed become good. frignds. and did not want to leave, Every day in. the sarly
morning,vwehed morning prayer, morning worship and exambiaas. Then there were many sbudy
groups which we ‘could choose. Those I attendedy weres "Christ and Industry“,"Tha Elstory of
the Church®, "Our Faith,® and"How to Teach Chi:ldren in the Sunday School."

After these study groups, we had a ‘short spasch and hymn singing.

In the afternoons, we divided into many groups to discuss "How tg improve out‘
fellowships. . ;

W@ had a fiﬁa reereational progrmme There were maﬁy gymnastic contests. Our Nanking
. represéentative won a prize in basketball, : ‘ ’

In the even&ﬁgﬁ; after the sunset services, we sang songs, saw movies, and shared our
religicus axpériences. -

Th@ thlng I 1liked most in the entire program was the study group on “How to Teach
Children in Bunday School®, The beautiful pictures and stories were interesting %o us as well

as to the children,

One evening, the entire group went to Lotus Iﬂke, one of the famous beauty spota of
Narlking, where we rowed boats and had a good time., On Saturday afternoon, we climbed Purple
Mountain to see the monument to Dre Sun Yat-sens On Sunday afternoon, those who had come
from other places wont to visit the colleges and universities and government buildings in

Nanking,

Duidng this entire conference, I made many new friends and learned many new thingse But
the phrase which moved me very deeply was "The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers
~are few." We christians are very lucky, for we ¢an follow God, our Lord, and find the road
which leads us to the everlasting life. But we also have a great raspon51b111t" to help thosge
who do not know Gode, We recognize that without God's love, we cannot make peace in this
world, so we should’have a great concern for God's works

Since all these eonferenees have ended and we have returned to Ginling, we have had
meetings together to share our different experiences at the conferences.
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We have had’ dally prayer maetings in the morning, a . study group for religious
books in the evenings, and- hymn singing Bn the esmpus in the evening. We hope that,
“through these meebings, we oan help some of our schoolmates to become Ghristians, Ab
‘the seme . tine, we ouraelves hope to improve our own daily 11ves to honor God's holy
, ﬁ&me!

}M@nyod'bléss«ypq;anﬁ us,e

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) Chen Sheng-chiw

Miss Chen Shang-chiu is s junior at Ginling Collspe, majoring in history. Fhe has been
elected’ religlous chairmen of the Chung Hwa ?heng Kung Bwei Student's Club for next year.
She takes an active 1nmer@st in ‘campus activities in as far as she is able. One foot

is crippled as a result of & tubercolis of the ankle joint during her childnoods ©he is the
eldest child in a large famlly and b t middle school severil years in order to earn .
gnough to come to college. She is & grateful recipient of a $500 scholarship from the Tri -
Dalta Sorcrity and appreclates very much - the additional nutrition which it anables her to
vh&ve, a5 well as a110w1ng her to devote her full time. to her studles.
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Bntrence Examinstions -~ July was e busy month for thoze involved in
glving entrance Gesus. Pernaps Mies Chester hes senbt you the stabistios on
the mumber baking the tesbs. It must have besn well over a thousand, so there
ghould be a large class admitbed in the fall. I% will be interesting to see
how the new currelicy effeets prices, and how thet, in turm, will effect the
ability of the students to pay their tuitiom. Although the tuition rate sesms
very low as compared with soms obher insbtibutlons and with our owmrates at
home, 1t is sHill wvery difficult for some to pay it--often those whom the
college needs and who need end want Christien educabion. For example, one of my
advisees came in ope day Lo tell me tlet her sister had come Yo Nanking to take
examinetions for one of the govermment schoolss She said the sister had slready
passed the Ginling examinations, but that their father could not afford to send
two daughters to a privete college because the £ inancianl burden wes too great.
T do hope that the new ocurrency regulations will bring some luprévemsnt in
the general economic situation and better conditions for the mass of pecples

gtudent Pepers ~ I am enclosing the account which Chen Shangechiu
wrobe of her impressions of the Summer Conference she attendeds TE may be of
interest to the Tri Delte friends who contributed bhe scholarship for her,
I hope they will want to mske o similer contribubion this yeer for another
Ginling students The ether two pspers were writben by Fu Wu=l, a sophomore,
end Liu I-wen, a very fine girl who just graduvated with a major in P.E. ad
who WiLl be temching next year in the Ziemer Middle School, Yoyang, Hunan.

Rural Service Station - Dr. Wu and the Rural Service Staff were happy -
to know that the Universalisht Women were continuing their contribubtion to this
oxoellent work. There is a real field for expansion of their service to the
rural peoples I was [lortunate enough %o be able to malke a trip out there again
this summer with Mr. Robert Moody of the Apericsn Embassy and Mre. Gladys
Tahlor Yang, who is now an inspeotor for CRié. Both of them were lmpressed,
as are all visitors, with the work being dons there. They did not sse a great
deal of the regular work of the giation becauss many of the participants are
now busy in the fields, but we all walked across the fields about lg miles
40 see one of the five nursery schools which the Station is operating to ocare
for the little childrem of these farm workers. I wish we could find a sponsor
for the Child Welfare Center. A letter has recently come from Mr. Dwight
Edwards warning thet USC may not be able to conbinue its contribubtions to the
various projects it has been supporting, eand that circumstance would ineclude
our Child Welfare Training. Program.
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Rehabilibation = A number of jobs heve been progressing that cannot =
bo undertaken while the college is in sessione The walla in the 300 building . o
were washed and now look seversl shades lighter. This helps, but a\real re=.
finishing job is still badly needed. As soon a3 the entrance exemindtions were
overs work was started on thw walls of the Central Building--gymuasium,usocial
hall, snd hallwayss. The old finish wes roughened, preperatory to putting on a
new surfacinge The worst parts of the oak flooring were beiug repaireds The
tables sud chairs have been mpde and are being peintede I wish I could sse it
when it is finisheds Tt has been suoch a sad pl&qé for the pest two. yearse

In the South Hill House, the bathrooms were whitewnshed and some
shelves and bowel racke painted. In the Terrace House, two apariments are
being made oul of whet was formerly one.

Tne road wp bo the South HIll is being repaired, end some of the
worst spots in the wooden fence ere being replaced by a bamboo fence.

The new dormitory was being pub in conditilon for csccupstion in the
fall, and the iHome Foonomics Practice House was being reconditioned for a
faculty residence for two teacherds

Also I saw & large heap of wood being prepared for kitchen fuele
S0 Dre Kwoh and the Business Office heve had & very busy summer with all these
deballs to look alter,

I wonder if Dr. Kwol ever told you that the box of materiels to repair
the beds 4id arrive and the beds are now all in ussable conditlon.

Just before I left, I wont over to sgee tho mow Precbice School Bullding.
The main structure is completed, doors snd windows were beiug pub in, and the
& ]
interior work was going shead in good ghaps, so it mey be ready for use in the
il .
falla

Y Hai~hsing will be. teaching at 8t. Hilda's Bchool, Wuchang, nexd
yeare She went &t the task of learning to use her new srm with determinat lon
and & healthy enthusiesms I think she Ffound it quite uncomforteble when the
hot woabhor starbed, bub sbe was very happy %o have 1% and will gradually learn
to use it in more ways.

Helen Ferris left for Peiping on August 4th, expeating bto go right into
PeUsl.Cs * T Tiope Bhat her opevation is successfully over by this time and that
she will be back %o her work at Ginling before meny more months. MNiss Walmsley
hes spent most of Ausust ab Mokenshan. The rest of the foreign faculty is now
at Kulinge. ' ‘ '

Drs Wu spent three busy days--August 8, 9, and lO0=-on the campus,
woking finel proparabions to be awey for a month, She left Shanghai on August
13th and expects to return from Amsterdsm aboul Seplember 19. It is unfortunate
the's she does not feel that this is a bime when she can be away from the college
for long, for a few weeks of rest in BuygisRefRte Ben 5¢ivrataeid 198 vhes ood
Bl sRaR ae Ang Baowes o Slekblwiit ¢hirs at the Conferences '

Sincerely yours,

8/ Helen Plaum




THE OPENING OF THE FALL TERM
GINLING COLLEGE
1948

When I returned from Amsterdam, September 18th, the college was already in
full swing, classes having started lfonday of that week. The administrative
staff had done a difficult job because of the late arrival of several
faculty members. The Freshman training program was carried out in much
bettoer spirit and with a better attondance than the year before. The -
total onrollment is 480, including scbout 37 in'a spacial short coursse in
Physical Educations There are 158 in tho Froshman class. It sooms to bo

6 very fine class and we are glad %o have quite & largo numbor who arc grad=
uates from Mission Girls' Schoolse

Woe mado a spocial offort lest spring to ostablish contacts with the Mission
Girls* Schools in cost and south Chinae Wo ore offoring sevoral scholarships
to outstanding graductes from sueh schools who aro unablc thomsolves %o pay
oxpensos at the colleges You likoly know thot in recont years many Christian
familics have had to send their childron to government schools becausc of the
high fecs at the Church schools and collogose. It has thoroforo bocomo neoces-
sary for us to reovisc our former regulation of not granting scholarship until
after tho first yoar of college when tho student had proved her ability. It
socems to mo it is an important poliey for Ginling to give more attontion to
socuring potontinl Christian leaders from among the bost graduates from
Christion Middlc Schools.

As for our foculty we arc glad to welcomo back Miss Spicor from furlough, and
Dr. CcFe Lung, iMiss Hu Shih~-tsang and ifiss Pan Yono-hsucn from study in Americas
I wish to tuke this chance to oxpross dcop appreciation for tho scholarships
from tho United Board for Miss Hu and Miss Pane Wo arc happy to wclcomo as

new foculty mombors Miss Butlor, head of tho Music Departmont, Mrs. MeCurdy
for tho Counseling Program and as acting English Sceretary, and Miss Wabtson,
Librariane. Dr. Wu Hsuon~i, Dircctor of tho Child Welfarc Program and supor-
visor of the Child Welfare Domonstration Contor, also comes 05 o now faculty
member. In rogard to faculty on lecave thoro arc seveoral youngor mombers who
have gone to Amcriea for graduato study and there arc two professors who re=
ceivod the United Nations fellowships from the Social Welfarc division of

that orgenization. They are Mrs. Hsuch Tong Ming-sin from the Sociclogy Do=-
partmont whoso speeialty is Child Guidanco, and Miss Sun Tscng-min whoso fiold
is Child Psychology and Child Carc and Dovolopmonte Both aroe now in tho Staboes
for obscrvation and consultation. Thoy arc expocted back in January. :

I have writton you how tho colluge used its sharc from the United Campaign for
tho thirtoon Christian Universities oand Colleges in China. %o received the
first allobtmont last Novomber and wo put the money into uso right away by
starting thoe construction of o much-ncoded dormitory. Tho monoy wes, of eourse,
not cnough for tho wholc building but it was o time of rapid doprociation of
tho Ce Ne Currcncy and we wantoed to got tho most out of tho contribution so

we bogon at onco %o put up tho shell of the buildings. Last Mpy wo roceived
the rest of the assignment from the Joint Campaign and the building was come
pletely finishod for usc this falle It is a simple building but wo placed it
to face south as an exporiment to sco if such fronting might bo bettor for the
girls than thet of the regular dormitoriocs which faoce enst and woste Anyway,
this building is teking carc of oighty now students this fall and will solvo
the problom of student housing for scvoral ycars to como.
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From the standpoint of rehabilitation we find it e happy relief te see the Social
Hall in the Smith building completely repaired end refurnished, All who had been
in the beautiful Social Hell before the War were much depressed by the delapidated,
bare condition these last two years. The Board of Founders made a special grant
for repairs o year ago last spring but because of the big question of re~flooring
the hall the work was delayed. The good osk floor was in a bed condition partly
due to rough use as a store room by the Japanese and partly because of slow rot-
ting from dempness, There was, therefore, not only the question of how to secure
new flooring of expensive oak but also the big engineering question of how to
improve the construction so that there would be ventilation under the floor.

After much consideration we decided to do only minor repairing of the floor,

but to go shead with the painting of the walls and the replacing of the furnitures
Of course, what we have now is different from what we had before. Instead of
soreen partitions inlaid with mother-of-pearl we have ply wood painted creem color,
And instead of furniture mede of genuine teakwood we have furniture of ordinery
wood painted to resemble teakwood, However, the hall doss give asn atmosphers
rominiscent of the original. Both faculty end students enjoy having at leest one
specious and beautiful room on the cempus. I em writing to Florence Snow to tell
hor of the use of this added gift from Smith,

In regard to student activities, Miss Spicer, as Chairman of the Relipgious Commit-
‘tee, is planning for n Religious Emphasis Week. MNiss Spicer is nlso on the city
committoe whieh is plenning meetings for Dr. Sherwood Eddy and other well known
visitors to Nemking. On the steff of ths Dean of Students we havo invited Mrs.
Keo Yang Beo-yu (Ginling 1925, M.A. Pesbody, 1931, M.A, Scarritt, 1932) to sct as
Dean of Freshmen giving them helo end counsel in both acedemic matters end extra-
curricular -activities. In each dormitory we continue to have a dormitory counse l=
or who gives personal counsel where it is needed. Under the present situation of
unrest we want to do all we can to help students to develop not merely intellect-
uelly but we wish to help them in the cultivation of all-around and well beleanced
personalities,

We often forget that their formetive, teen=-age yoors have been the difficult war
years. For instonce when I was talking to the Froshmen olass the other night I
found therc were quite a number who had attended es meny as five different schools
before they completed their middle school education. And, as I saw in some of the
refugee schools, some of our own froshmon had been at schools where there had been
no benches in the dining room and they had to stand to est their meals. Such un-
settled physical conditions are indicative of the emotionel and mental strain they
have been under., This knowledge inereases our understanding ond sympnthy for
this student genoration nnd challengoes us, as a foculty, to give our best help
to them. '

I mentioned in my letter last July that I had finally decided to go to Amsterdem.
However, it was not until o week before I had to start that the trip was really
definite. Tt certainly was a specinl privilege that I could be at this important
gathering of Church leaders and reprosentatives from all over the world., It was
very differont from the IM.C. conference at Madras. It was the first time I had
come into conteet with continsntal theologiens and I began to learn the difference
betweon them and the theological leaders in Americas. I was impressed by the
Christian followship and the search for unity through c¢sming closer to Christ, 1
was also impressed by the honest facing up to the actual world situation end the
part the €hristien Church has unknowingly played in producing the present crisis
in the history of memkind, As you know we in China are deeply concerned with our
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our own problems so it was a great help to me to find that other peoples are
feeing fundementally the same problems though expressed differently., I found
strength and hope in the united and oconscious effort in searching for God's
guidance out of this disorder. : : o

/s/ Wu Yi-fang ]

Oct,. 7, 1948

(We regret that this letter from Dr. Wu Yi-feng was received too
late to be incorporated in Miss Owens! interesting newsletter to youy
However, it is so timely that we are enclosing it exactly as received.)




October 6, 1948
Desar .Ginlingv Representetives, |
This surmer wes a busy one éb G.inli,ng;, for the faculty, sbudents, end
the aoilege itself.

Entrence exeminetions were held in July, end more then 1 +000 girls took
the testge It is. sti1l too e'arly to tell how big the entering oless will be, but
the g;r;éup will certainly be iarge‘ - in spite of the currency chengofll whioh mey meke

it herder for meny to meet the fuition fees It is hoped, though, ﬁha‘b this stebili-
subion of the ourrency will bring mény improvements for ﬁ;irqryone-

Those students who were st Ginling lest yeer spent the smunér in meny wayé.
Some eoi_xld not g0 home for the holideys end spent the time attending conferences
_ in Henkings Six different conference groups met, sponsored by verious ohurch
‘orgenizetions; emong them the Nethodist Church, the Chureh of Chri st in Chine,
“he Chung Hwe Sheng Kung Hwel (Episaopai Church), and the Student Christien
liovement Committee. | |

These conferences were atﬁended by representetives from meny perts of the
country, but perticulerly from the vestern provinees. The description of the.
conference held by the Church of Christ in Chine in conjunction with the 5%piscopal
Chureh written by Chen Sheng-ohiu, & junior at Ginling, showed how 'v‘iéll-planned

these mevtings were. There were study groups, morning worship, end then group

disoussions, f "j‘._,_‘ad by reorestionsl hours filled with sports, movies, singing,

end trips sbout Nenking.

Thiss well-rounded type of progrem is contimied throughout the whole year
et @inling end we cen see thebeffac'b it hes on the students as described by Liu Twiven,
a:si;i?hanore, when she says: "I will never forget Ginling, our greet femily. She
hes loft a permanent trece on wy lifes I grew up in Ginling, she hes influenced me ’

end my thought and my will,."




~The Rural Service Stetion aan’cizmed ite work this summer, gnd five nursery
schaola era .oering for the ohildren of the ferm workers. The Child Welfare Treaining
Progrem is in need of & sponsors ‘I‘hea Us 8¢ Co may not be eble to acvz‘ainue supporting
all its verious projects, snd help Will be neaded. :
" Dre Wu ettended the Conference at Msterdsm, being eway fyom Ginling from
Auggus’a 15 to September 19, Most of the foreign feculty spent the summer et Kuling
while the college itself wes being prapafed/-for felle
| Walls heve beén weshed end i“@u—surf‘aced, fl%rs repaired, jand'furnitufe neade

and peinteds Rowmds end fences are¢ being improveds The Home Eeoncmws Prectice.

Hotms has been *bransfomed into e feeulty residence, and the new Fr'a

Bui 1ding is nearly finished.' The mein structure hes been completpdgnd the inside

wm‘k m_ll be readyv with' tha‘rem: of the college to welecome the new fall term.

Sincerely yours,

. (signed) Kebherine G. Owens (('46)




Ginling College
Nenking, China
Qctober l4th, 1948

ﬁeér Sigters Abroadie

I can hardly realize that I have been back from Amsterdem almost
four weeks and yet have not done half the things I intended to do., There is
80 mach I wish to write about that I scercely know where to begine I'1ll try to
mention only those points which will be of interest to you,

First of all the enrollment in the college has grom to 480 and
the new dormitory is practically fulls The west end of the first floor has been
reserved for the Home Economics Department to use as a Practice House next Spring,.
A year ago when the enrollment wes 440 we had a very difficult time teking eare
of the 40 students efter one hundred were lodged in each of the old dormitorics,
You will have hezrd of the Joint Campaign for the thirteen Christian Colleges in _
Chines We put our share into the construetion of this new dormitory back of "700%,
It is o much simpler building but it faces south end by placing all service rooms
on the north side there are ectually only three bedrooms which have only north
windows, After the winter the girls will consider this the best dormitory in spite
of it being the farthest from the academic bulldinge. I must teke this chance to
record my deep gratitude for the efforts of the Alumnee Association in Shanghai,
end especially to Mrs. New, in raising 402 million C. N. toward the Joint Campaign,

On the faculty we are very glad to welcome new members and the
return of Miss Spicer, Dr, C, F. Lung, Miss Hu Shih~tseng and Miss Pon Yao-tsien.
The first faculty meeting of the year was held in the Social Hall in Central Build-
ing, and we were all very happily surprised to see the Hall restored to almost its
originel beeutys. Throughout the last two years many people, and especially
Allumnee, have lamented the bare, and the dilapidated conditions of the Social
Halle 8o during the summer Mrs. Tsen directed the repairing of the Hall and the
making of mew furniture., Of course, we could not secure the pearl shell for
lattice work in the new screense However, we used plywood'as a substitute, painte
ing it a creamy white emd it gives much the effect of the originale As to the chairs,
we kept the Ghinese style but modified it malting them more comfortable, All this
rehabilitation wes made possible by the Smith College Alumnse and we are very
greteful that at last we have one beautiful hall on the campuse

Those of you who were on cempus during the last two years will
be glad to hear that the Practied School children are finally out of the recitat-
ion Buildings With contributions end loans from the College they have constructed
a building opposite their dormitory end similar in style. You will be surprised
to hear thet there are 480 children in the school. The next problem is how to
assign ethletic and play grounds to the..Préctico School so the children will not
compete with the College girls in the use of the athletic groundse

R & few words about my trip to Amsterdsm. It was the Pirst Assembly
of the World Council of Churches and a wonderful experience to meet the outstending
Christian leaders from all over the world snd to join the deliberations on serious
problems concerning the Church and others Tacing mankind today. I was inspired by
the earnest effort to search for Church Unity through the ecumenical movement, end
to help overcome the present crisis by the fundamental process of applying Christ's -
way in the building up of & responsible community., After the Assembly I also
attended the International Missionery Council meeting et Oestzeest snd the whole
trip took only thirth-four dayss

TR i L
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Endugh news from the College and I wish you to know that we
are all eager to hear from you and about yous We all are interested in your work,.
your studies or in your family life. Wo think of you all often and especially now
es we are moking preparation for Founders' Day.

Both the New York Office and Miss Hwsng Shuh-lan, Alumnee Secretary,
would like to have a complete and correct list of yowr eddresses. I em asking the
office to send this letter to you with a return form for your present address. If
you should kmow of changes in the adresses of your friends or of the arrival of
new Alumnee in the States would you pleease send their nemes and addresses to the
offices We shall be grateful to you for your help in br:ng.ang the Alumnae Direce
tory up to dates

With best wishes to every one,
Very sincerely
/s/ Wu Yifang |




Ginling College -
Nenking, China
October 14th, 1948

Dear Friends of Ginling College;

The committee in charge of Publicity for Founder's Day
asks me to send you this letter telling you about our plans for the
celebration this year on November 6th end 7the Most of you have
been here to enjoy Founder's Day in the past but this year is different.
It is twenty years since Dr. Wu Yi~-fang was made president of the
College and she will be especially honored in observence of this annie
versarye She will be shown esteem and honor such as her long term of
loving service to the College meritse. All the faoulty snd staff mem-
bers who have served Ginling College twenty years or more sre slso
to be honored,

The annual meeting of the Board of Directors will be held in
the morning, Saturdey, the 6the In the afternoon there will be a
service dedicating the site and breaking the ground for the new Alumnae
The campaign for this project is only just begun., When it is
finished it will be the Alumnae gift to the College in honor of Dr. Tue
n Alumnee Tea will follow and there will be meetings of the classes
of 1928 and 1938,

Seturday evening there will be g Banquet which Campus Guests,
Directors, Alumnae, Faculty and Students will be invited to attend. It
is expected that about 700 will sttend and the spirit of "onenéss" which
characterizes Ginling will be emphasizede A play entitled "Twenty
Years", in four acts, will be given in the auditorium later in the
evenings It includes songs and dances and has been written by local
talents Between acts special messages and cables will be read, class
songs sung, and gifts announced,

The Sunday morning service will mark the official observance
of the 33rd emmiversary of the founding of the Colleges Dr. T. Ce
Chao, of Yenching University, will be the guest speeker, The Ginling
Glee Club will sing. .

This, in brief, is the progrem and we shall be happy to feel
that you are with us in thought., An account of everything will come
to you after it is over. Mesnwhile the committee hopes that friends
all over the world will be thinking of us as events slip by. Of course
messages will add to the festivities,

Very sincerely,

/%/’Eleanor We McCurdy
College English Secretary
for Publicity Com, for
Founders® Day




Ginling College
Nanking, China
November 10, 1948

Dear Friends at Home,

This will bring you my Christmes greetings from a very troubled land.
I wonder if you are all seeing as I am, more clearly then ever, that a Christmas
experience of Christ born in our heerts,end living end reigning in our hearts, our
thinking and our living, is truly the supreme and only hope of our world. So I
do wish you a Christmas filled with the joy of His Spirit every day of this and
the New Year. With that a reality we can create a new world, or rather, God can
nreate a new world thru us.

Now for news. dJust as the orisis was bresking, but before we knew so
uch of what was to happen, Ginling celebrated its Founders! Day end Dre. Wu's
‘wentieth snniveisary as its presidents Great preparations were mades The Smith
follege Building, our Central Building, which had been so stripped of all its
insideé beauty, was completely redone insides The floor was repaired and remade in
parts, lovely new Chinese lanterns weré brought from Peiping, and the lovely shell
and wood screen partitions were remade, no longer shell but wood so painted that
at night it fooled me until I touched it and found that it wes only painted wood.
A1l this was done with funds given by Smith College. The Chapel also was greatly
improved by indirect lighting shades given by the class of 128, There was a good
supply of chrysenthemums es usual, and also congratulatory scrolls and red silk
hengings with their gay gold Chinese lettering, and the purple and white banners
of Ginling. Best of all more than 100 alumnsae returned from different places for
the celebration, as well as the collegs board members. We all had supper together,
helf up~steirs in the gym, and half down stairs in the lovely social halls. Every-
one seemed gay, very happy to be back, and it was fun having so many, the whole
faculty too. The night before we were shown the College movie and that of all the
Ching Christisn Colleges, making clear that we have been snd still ere on the front
line of defense for the demceratic way of livinge

On Sunday there was a very fine religious service with Dr. Ts C. Chao
speaking, a8 well as Dres Wue The Glee Club under Miss Butler seng very wells But
my knowledge of Chinese is not enough to tell you much ebout thate. Saturdey night
sfter the dinner there was a happy family feelinge The chapel was packed with alum
nae, students and faculty. No one seemed to mind the endless telegrams, or waiting
when the lights went off onee,or for changing the scenery in the dramatized version
of Dr. Wu's life and work in end for Ginlinge Incidentally we were celebrating
Dr. Ruth Chester's thirtieth enniversary at the same time.,

I wish you could have seen the joy and relief on the faces of ome of my
clasges, when they asked, "Miss Graves, what are you going to do? Are you going
$o leave?" and I enswered thet I could see no reason for leaving yet at least, and
that wo sll hoped we would not need to gos Probably the press is giving you pretty
lurid sccounts of Central China's difficulties and dangers, as well as of the fall
of Mukden, There is no question but that the situation is very seriouses Many feel
that the food question may be the worst problem. Some feel things may turn over
very quickly, and some students are leaving or trying to leave. Please do not worry
about us Americens here for Uncle Sam hes ways of getting us out, if and when nece=
assarys Porsonally I feel thet thdsé of us who stay here no matter what happens
nay find things all right for a time, but the aims of the other ideology are per=
2ectly clear and are dismetrically opposed to our Christian faith, so that in time
ve shall surely be a cause of suspicion and of danger to our frionds whom we ceme
4o helps I do went to stay es long es it seems possible to be of help to them;
beyond thaty-- well, that period mey not be long, or it may be. The College will
not move e second time, that seems to be certaine I heve no desire to run awaey
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from enything, but I do went to work where I cen most effectively be used by our
Lord for the building of His Kingdom; it may be here, or perhaps it may not be here,
or perhaps not here for very longs Only God knows, and all we’'can do is to trust in
His power to guide us, to-listen constently for His directions, and to be completely
obedient to Him, praying and trusting Him joyfully. And please will you do the seme
for us, end for all Christien leaders and those /in responsibility for the relations
between nations. I feel very, very grateful for all of my friends. “More things
are wrought by prayer than this world dreams of,"= by prayer and obediences

Loyally your friend,

Stella Marie Graves

PsSse A lettef dated November 15th from Shanghai indicates that |

Miss Graves is there, ewaiting final decision ebout departure for the

United Statese

C«AJBvans




Ginling College
Nanking, China
November 30, 1948

Dear Friend, as the Christmas season nearss

In these days of mounting tension I am anxious to establish contact with
you egain, while there are available the ordinary communication services of train
and plane. All good wishes to you for a Christmas season full of Jjoy and serenity.
The world is making progress, I know, for there are more vocal protests against
wrong then ever before. The world is suffering to preserve pesce in a way not
matched before. '

Here in Wenking we have had a disturbed semester,., First came the eécono-
mic crisis a few weeks ago when five pounds of milk cost as much as U.S.$260, and
1t was next to impossible to buy rice, flour, eggs or meat. In those dreadful days
a number of people in Nenking committed suicide; others broke into rice shops, mnd
looted, even clubbing to death merchants who refused +o sell, That crisis is past,
price controls are lifted, and food once more available, at rather high prices. On
the heels of this distress came the worsening political situation. Tonight in
Nenking there is a steady stream of horse carriasges, cers, pedicabs and rickshaws
laden with baggage and people, making for the reilwey stetion at the north of the
citye TIrains - both directions, towards Shenghei, snd in this direction - are
crowded beyond cepacity. Packing, end plsmning for travelling are common things
here tonight. We are grateful that the winter cold has not yot set ins These
troavelers go to discomfort and further snxiety, but it seems that Nenking right now
is in for trouble of some sorte ‘ ‘

2y o |
; What is happening at Ginling? A week ago, about one~ﬁb'rd of our stu-
"' '8

dents were eway "on leave"gy Today, because of the bad war news

' groups of others are”éettiégéoff, in the oh&&%@ of older brothers, friends of the
femily, or groups of girls together., It is sad for us to see them go off; and
meny of them would not go if not for the repeated telegrams, express letters and
rersonal visits from femilies and friends. There are not many happy=-looking faces
here these days, for students are feeling the weight of decisions to be mede at
once., They come to clesses, in smaller and smaller groups, but there is a lack of
enthusiasm on their faces for such subjects as the. history of the novel or sentence
structurel One of my classes had originally thirty-two students, this morning it
had fourteens Another class of eight students got as low as two but crept‘up agaify’
to six when the news was better and students returned from Shanghaia x o

> eI P s
s o

L
There are two recurrent Questions, "Are you going awey?" and "When ere
you going?" When we see small knots of students and fadulty deep in serious talk,
- we know they are talking of the problems of individuals or groups, or of the pro=-
blems of China. In this big faculty dormitory, two families are packing today,
meking for the south., We are going to miss the four little boys in one femily,
and the three children in another.

B

. There are nine westerners now of the former twelve, and this group plans
to stay on. We think we can be of some service to those who have no hope of get-
ting out of the community. The college attitude from the first has been, "Bach
individuel must decide," When faculty felt they should go, we have doubled up
classes, mede different schedules so other teachers could take more classes, The

. Seniors were most eager to stay, to get their work finished, but a good meny of
them have gone, leaving oredits and such technical problems to the future. Those
students who were to finish in Januery have been arrenging for papers to be done .
at home, an effort to help them complete their work so they will not have to return
later on. A questiomnaire filled in by students recently showed about seventy ju-

-
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interested in steying on definitely, end sbout thirty who were undecideds So that
is less then one-querter of the ordinary student body.

This coming to grips with the world and its problems has matured meny
minds in e week or two. Chapel service are heartening, for the dally services are
full of profound significances The last jinko leaves, pure golden, have just
dropped. The grass is brown, but there are still tMo vivid fall colorings, and the
rich greens of willows and the beautiful deodar on the mein campus, We are in the
midst here of great beauty. Purple Mountain in the morning mists is a delight, end
the paths criss-crossing the hfllsnear at hand show more clearly every deay.

Friends leeaving for Shenghai and America have left us many gifts,- furni-
ture, electrical equipment, books. From Americen personnel we have been sble to
purchaese some food supplies so thet for the present we sre having greater variety
than perhaps ever before in China. I had the offer of a bicycle today, to yse for
as long as I wanted it, and no responslbillty "in case of accident."

It's very easy to fill our days w1th talk, and "Have you heardes..s?"
tomorrowts classes don't seem of prime importence. How cen we prepare for whet's
“shead is a nice question, seeing the future is altogether dark and incomprehensible.
The air is full of the drone of planes most of the day and night; there is curfew
at 11 ofclock. Magazines have begun again to corme through, after the interval of
silence due to the shipping strike.

Finencés are a common problem, one ever; with use In July Ginling revised
the salary scale, filthing it more nearly to what was given in govermment universi-
ties. Then in August ceme the new economic phese of controlled prices and wages,
and e new currency, end the salary scsle had to be redone. When the new economic
experiment failed, what was to be done? This month the scale has not been changed,
but substantial bonuses were added for servents and faculty. We now consider just
month by noghh, hoping to be sble to revise in accordence with the prevailing con=
d1t10n,~ We ere glad that the old Chinese national currency, calculated in mil-
lions, is no longer used, and we can count & month's selery in a minute or twol

This past week we've been on the edge of student strikes again, but
Ginling wes not intimately involved and voted to keep on with classes. We have
decided to c¢lose the semester two weeks early, Janusry 6th. It locks today as
though we may have to close even earlier., One high school brings its semester to
a close this week., 8Some institutions are considering moving south or to Formesa,
but we do not even think of this. Here or nowhere seems the only possibllity for
us in these days of heavily over-taxed trensportation and tenseness.

This autumn I moved into a tiny suite with a friend of mine., It hes
been a joy to get out of big dormitory organizetion emd to have a quiet retired
spot to call our own.

All good wishes to you for Christmas and 1949, Let us hope we can con=-
tinue to learn something about how to get along with the rest of the world in
peace and understanding.

Sincerely,

/s/ Florence A. Kirk




. Ginling College
Nanking, China
December 14, 1948

Deat Priendss N

I feel very much ashamed that I have been back at Ginling for well over
a year without sending out any kind of letter to you all. I have been very busy
since I ceme back, and in the summer when I really planned to write I started first
on revising my eddress list, and never got to the writing of the letter itselfl I
was ill for the first pert of my vecation, so didn't get es much done as I hed
hoped.

It was a joy to get back and begin work again on our own campus in the
fall of 1947 and I found that greet progress had been made in the year thet I had
been at home. Things seemed fairly normel and the refugee war years began to slip
into the background and the present seemed to comnect more closely with the pre-war
‘paste We had a pretty good year on the whole, but not without its problems. We
are tired of writing emd talking about inflation, but it is an ever present problem
thet cannot be escaped. The new ourrency that was established in August held out-
for sbout two months, and it was such a relief to deal with single dollars and cents
instead of in millions. But it took a big slide in October and early November, and
prices now ere from 10 to 20 times what they were in August, There has been a
steadying this last week, however, snd even a drop in a good many prices, so things
look e little better them two weeks ago. h

Another problem we hed last year., was restlessness and agitation smong
students, in which some of our students also participated. It is very difficult in
a brief space to give en adequate snd fair picture of this problem. There has been
for some time a very general dissatisfaction with the present government, smd its
repressive measures against agitetions end demonstrations heve of course, as they
always do, tended to incresse rather than decrease the feelings of frustration end
entagonism. One has great sympathy with students who want to protest, but they are
often used by political forces whose real burpose is simply to create confusion and
disorder and thus embarrass the government. The methods they use are often under-
handed end you never know what epparently innocent orgenization or activity is going
to turn out to be something quite different from what it pretended to be. Every
now and then, these demonstrations lead to violence and someone is hurt, so thet it
is all a constant source of anxiety. Altogether last spring was a very difficult
time, and some institutions had really serious crises. We avoided that, though
it seemed imminent for some time, end this fall things have on the whole been going
rather better, as far as student activities are comcerned. I do not think that
either complete condemmation of these small groups of students as communist agita-
tors, or unqualified sympathy with them as oppressed and frustrated idealists, is
Justifisble. It is too complicated end mixed a picture. There is truth in both of
these points of view, which makes it all much harder to deal with.

, On November 6th end 7th we had our smmual Founders* Day celebrations and
this year they included recognition of Dr. Wu's 20 years of service as president as
the main theme. A few of us who have been on the faculty as long as thet or longer
also had a little special recognition. It was an unusually good program throughout.
On Seturday evening the main program was a drematization of some events in Dr. Wu's
life end the history of the college, partly humorous end partly more serious. On
Sunday morning the Founders' Dey service was sn excellent one, with just enough
feeling of impending crisis to make everyone more serious smd not enough to inter=-
fere with the atmosphere of the occasion., The University of Nemking had its 60th
enniversary just a week later end found it very difficult to get into the spirit
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of it because by then people were much more worriscd over the state ofAaffairs we
are in. We all felt that our two day celébration,. with some prelipifery events
during the preceding week, did a great deal to develop a sensqﬂpfi%;yalty to the

college and group spirite. -~
) . . '

begr very largely on the politi=-
_ Abbut four-fifths of our students
urhe T a weekﬁgr two of absence, and a very

‘ Fofirrmdlluofa-bhis has made o good deal of extra work
in readjusting of classes and schedules, writing letters of introduction for stu=-
dents who hope to study in some other university as guest students temporarily, etc.
In the background sll the time are the endless discussions as to the latest news
and its probable significence, what is likely to happen and when, and all the other
things that might happen in addition to what at the moment seems the most likely
onee’ It is a very complexm situabion and therefore it is very difficult to see clear=-
ly what sort of policy is wisest.{\8o far we are agreed that we should try to con=-
tinue here even under e changed government, rather then attempt to move. There seems
nowhere to move end no facilities to move adequetely, and in sny case most people
feel that to move would be a very temporary solution and leave us then in = much
poorer position to meke any permenent arrsngements then we will be if we stay here.
How long we cen continue to carry on with enough freedom, both academic and reli=
glous, to justify continuing as a Christian institution is impossible to teliﬂ}’frf
can easily quotes/both stories of incidents in North/China and Pronouncements /

s to support either the view thatMe can have a good chs
tinue or the #pposite one, that there is practighlly no hope of it.
they do actyhlly teke over the capital and tr
: considerably, so ths

ence anywhere is s reliable guide to what they will do here.

.

;ifvpr the western members of our faculty there is the Qggadwauestion as to
Thayld stay N0t o) Thenem T tey-botiT T T AT it
T T W TA C i voor 3o e A
That view is more com@pﬁygn connection wit.@éﬁ%;ch

4gel or educationalefnstitutions I thipkt7 In the latter
two types of work especially th'ng are manybwﬁﬁ fact I believe the™vag
_ ink we are more likely to be a help tp@ﬁ a liebility end whd” therefore would like
us to stay. Five out of twelve of ourﬂﬁﬁnling group of wes dhers?hare gone, for
different reasons, and the rest of us I think are hoping-fo stayf’iﬂ to date the
est advice we can get is in favor of our staying, and we are planning to do so. Of
urse if something should happen to make it seem that we would really make things
more WiLficult for the college to carry on then we would go, but not otherwise. We
s al @-ware that the future of free education and of all forms of Christian work
is ve neertain indeed, But there does seem enough of e possibility of helping to
direct thinéEWEEWEFHE*ETﬁﬁﬁrﬁﬂﬁermﬁemanﬂmcvnstrﬂﬁttvﬁ“pr Fram €O make 11 worth
while to take the risks involved and stand by, at least for a trial period, '

L

o

As to how serious our ikmediste situati ¥s and what is most likély to
happen one hesitates very much to put anything on paper to be read some weeks later.
Things chenge even from one day toythe next and there is a possibility of a sudden \

)

drastic change any day. I think mo{t people expect a month or so of increasing

threat and tensions before any actual turnover occurs. In line with this opinion

we have decided to shorten this semeser by two weeks and finish about the end of {&ﬁ
December or esrly January, in the hopéy that we shall have time in that way to. round

it off and have our final examinations} rather than leaving everything heanging un- ‘Q&“
finished., There is a possibility of things dragging along as they are now for a 42;9

qu'
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much longer period - o much smeller possibility in the mind of most reople, but not
entirely ruled out. It is a very depressing situation in many ways, for although ,
very few people look forward to a commnist~dominated govermment with any enthusiasm
or illusions at all, there sre also very few who have eny intersst in seeing the
present regime continue. Whether people in general will be better off or worse off

- if the change comes, is a somewhat debatable question, but there seems no hope in
eany direction of marked improvement ir the mear future. T have great faith in the
fundamental soundness and good sense of the Chirese people and am not pessimistic
about the long view, but it is very hard to ses many elements of hope in the imme-
diate situation. We need your prayers very much as we face such very difficult
decisions and try in all the confusion to find what is really God's will for us as
individuals end for the college program. S o

Whether or not we shall find ourselves on the inside of an "iron curtain"
is hard to predict, but I think it is quite probable., It may not be as impenétrable
as 1t has been in some places, but there is at least o possibility that we may be
cut off from commmication with friends snd femilies for a time. There seems little
reason to fear physical danger and we hope very much thet Ginling will be able +o
weather this storm as it has meny others in the pest, end continue in some form its
service to China and to the Preparation of Christien leadership. '

Except for a weekend in Wuhu in the spring, a month at Kuling in the sum-
mor is the only trip away from Nenking I have hed since I got back some 15 months
e20e Kuling seemed much as it used to in general, though there ere s fow changes
vhich are rather noticeeble. T had s quiet but very enjoyable holidey although I
was not able to get in meny of my fevorite walks and trips. The quiet and coolness
and beeuty of Kuling are enough to make a good vacation end in addition I was with
very good friends. I have besn well sll along except for one or two minor illnesses
end feel I am in good form to take whatever may be caming in the next few months.

: I am greatly enjoying this year a new experience in living arrangements.
Florence Kirk and I have a small apgrtment and are keeping house. The relative
quietness and independence and opportunity to entertain students and other friends
is & Pegl joy after years of dormitory life. '

I hope this letter may reach you not too far from Christmas, though it
has been unavoidsbly deleyed more than I wish. No lighthearted Christmas cheer
seems suitable, but one camnot look out on the world's problems today without
realizing more deeply than ever how desperately we need to understand the real
significance of Christmes end to bring that message of peace and goodwill to the
wérlds If all of us who have partially understood it could only cateh its full
meening and really practice it in our own lives and in all our public relationships,
T believe it would be possible by such a demonstration to make others ses it tooe.
let us earhestly seok and pray for such a vision and a renewed dedication at +this
Christmas season, ‘

Porsonal greetings to you alle I wish that I had time to write more often
and more personally than I do. I do greatly eppreciate the occasional letters that
some of you write and hope for more of them. The 10¢ "Air Letter™ is the best, I
think, if one comsiders both economy and time. Ordinary letters have been rather
irregular because of the shipping strike which removed for g long time most of ‘the
boats that ususlly carry mail.

Sincerely,

/s/ Ruth M. Chester




1363~A Lemon Ave.
Long Beach 13, Calif.
DPecember 15, 1948

Dear Friends:

It will seem as strange to you to recsive a letter from me from the sbove
address as it does to me to be here. As you know from the newspapers, people and
institutions in China are meeting days of decision. Ginling College, like most of
the institutions in Nanking, is plenning to stay right there. However, individuals
have to meke thir own decisions. Some feel that Chine is so lorge and that the
Chinese people are such past masters at the art of evasion that they will be eble to
change policies of Russisn Communism. Some even think that the Chinese Communists
have no connection with Russian Communism. However, before I left China, Mao Tse~
tsung, Chinese Communist leader, made a perfectly clear statement, reported in
newspapers in China, of Chinese Communism's loyalty to Moscow. There is no question
but that Communist policies in China may bé greetly varied in their application, but
their central purpose will remein the same, I believe. So for this resson I decided
Gr leave China, because I believe that as Americens end as Missionaries we repro=-
sent Communism's number one enemy on two counts, nationelly end ideologically; for
Gommunists understand what Americens do not always see clearly, that the Christian
religion, when practiced, is the real heart of demoecracy, And these two Communism
wants to destroy. Without us I believe our Christian Chinese co~workers stand g
shance, but with us present, they are almost certain to run into suspicion and
Janger.

On November 12th Ambassador Stuart called a meeting of representative
missioneries at the Embassy in Nenkings He wanted all of the information they
had sbout conditions of mission work in Communist-controlled territory. Word hed
come from several mission hospitals. One had been completely destroyed; esnother was
permitted to continue byt pg fees could be charged end ths parsonnel was chenped as
rapidly as the Communists could put in their own medical people. In another case
after a time the Communists permitted the mission hospital to charge small fees and
they had not changed the personnel up to that date. On the boat, a friend from
inland China told of a friend of hers, a woman missionary, who had decided to stay.
This woman remained hidden during the fighting, then decided to come out when things
seemed pegceful. The first soldier she met threw a hend grenade~-and thet was thHatt

I do hope with all my heart that the institutions in Nenking, and the
Westerners who remain there, will be permitted. to carry on in far better shape than
I anticipate. A "coalition" seems very much s Question-merk to me, If they want
Anericen &id to help China to recover so they cen get more out of her later to fight
“he U. 8., then they may be quite cooperative in the beginnin s maybel But there is
no question ebout Communism's aim to destroy the western democracies, and the faith
that made them great. We must find a united plen and a passion and e truly Christ-
ian philosophy edequate to out-revolutionaize Communism. And there I have to ask
myself, "Is my daily experience of Christ sdequate for my full shere in this task?
If not, why not?"

The night of November 14th Dr. Wu, our President, admitbted at last thet
Tourteen Westerners would be too many on Ginling's staff, in case of a turnover of
the Government. Already the American Consulate had sent out the second werning
and said thet this was THE evacuation. Trains were alreaedy dangerously crowded.
There had been rice riots that week in which people were killed. That seme Friday
night when I expressed my opinion to a few of our staff, our dean, Dr. Ruth Chester,
seid, "In that case, 8tella, I think you ought to leave right nowe" That night the




conviction grew that I should leave et once. The Ue S« had gotten permission to
send a destroyer up the Yengtse to Nanking to take out Americems. In the morning
I checked my decision with two friends and by nine o'clock was packing with the
help of students and faculty. Sunday afternoon at three otclock I boarded the de~
stroyer, bag end baggage. Tuesday morning we arrived in Shenghai, and on the 22nd
of November with hundreds more I boarded the U.8.S8. Butner, a Navy transport for
the UdSehse We went via Tsingbao end Yokosuke (Tokyo Bay) where I had a glimpse of
Ure and Mrs. Darley Downs of the Japan Mission of the Americen Board, and then no
350p till' Sen Francisco on December 1llth. On the 12th I reached home and my niece
end her son Kemmeth, his wife Marie, and their beby boy whom I had not seen before,
mot me in their car. ‘ ’

What lies shead for me, I do not know yet, but there will be plenty to do,
and - I have surprised myself by the complete confidence God has given me that He will
shew the way very clearly to the right work for me, my full share in His plan,
vherever that may be. At the present and until I send you other word, this will be
wyr address; end indeed it will reech me alweys =- unless we, or my nisce, should
nove to some better places '

, Already I have sent you from Chine my Christmas greetings, but once more
a5y very best wishes to you all for a blessed Christmas snd the very best God has
for all of us in the New Yeare Now I am nearer, I do look forward to more letters
from you alll “

Your friemd,

/%/ Stella Marie Graves




X'mas at Shwen Hwa Cheng 1948

In this time of chaos and uncertainty, the people in Shwen Hwa Cheng have lived as
peacefully as usual, and have had a very happy X'mas. The Christmas program this year was
different. No big celebration meeting was held. In order to help the people understand the
meaning of X'mes more thoroughly end know more about Jesus Christ, small meeting were held
for different age groups: the nursery children and their parents; the local helpers in the
nursery school; the students in the women's clesses; the neighborhood children; the young men
and our colleagues. Therefore the X'mas week from Dece 20 to Rec. 26 was full of activities
and brought happiness and joy to approximately 500 people in Snwen Hwa Cheng.

First of all, a room was decorated for the lMeetings. A student of the women's class
cut a pine tree from a hill belonging to her own family and brought it to the station. The
local girls helping in the nursery. school decorated the tree with stars, paper chainse of
various colors, bells, corns, candles, etec. All these articles were cut and made by the
girls themselves after they heard the story of the X'mas Tree. Pictures of X'mas stories such
as the shephards, the wisemen, etec. were hung on walls. The girls sang X'mas carols as they
worked along. The songse springing out of their happy hearts accompanying the beautiful
decoration made the room full of X'mas atmosphere.

On Monday afternoon of,the X'mas week, mothers of the nursery children gathered together
and each made a little apron for her child to wear for X'mas. ‘here was a pocket on the
front of each apron. The mothers made many beautifull designs such as rabbits, flowers, buds,
cats, et. with fine handwork on the pockets. 1In the afternoon of Thursday, children all
with their new spron on, brought their parents to the nursery school for a X mas celebration.
The childrenjumped and bounced with joy and each proudly showed to the others his new apron.
X'mas stories and the meaning of X'mee were told to the parentse Children gave a X'mas
pageant and a little play "The Birthday of Mother Cat." Then Santa Clause ceme out and gave
to emch child & package of cendies and a used X'mas card. The parents and children had a
very happy time indeeds They learned that this usually happy time was brought about by the
birth of the Chriet, our Lord.

The meetings for the students of the women's classes, the young, ®Bnd the neighborhood
children were held on Friday and Saturdey, Dec. 24 and 25, This year we were very
grateful to some of our Ginling friends who gave us many used X'mas cards. Ve classified
those and exhibited them on different tables. The girls, men, women and children came to
look at them before their meetings. Explanations of those pictures were also given to the
audience., Those cards were beautifully made and they told the most beautiful story in the
world. For most of the audience, this was the first time they saw those wonderful pictures.
They kept on looking and looking. No doubt, those pictures made on the audience s very
deep impression. In each meeting, X'mas carols were taught to bhe people. After the games
and little refreshments, the meetings ad journed happily.

On Sunday afternoon (Dec. 26), the local church had a meeting, for the Sunday School
children and the nursery children were invited to give their X'mas pageant and other proe
grame. It happened to enow very heavily. Shwen Hwa Cheng in a short time became a silver
worlde We didn't know how those little children could get to church. S8ince neither are
there transportation facilities like riskshas or wheelbarrows in this town, nor do the
children have gloshas or rubbers. Suddenly a church member volunteered to carry the childe
ren in bamboo baskets hanging to either end of a bamboo pole. 8o children in the program
were carried to the chruch in this way. fHach time a pair of baskets could take four childe
ren. The children enjoyed sitting in them and being carried in the beautiful show. The
Sunday school children recited Bible verces; the nursery children gave various thems; the
audience enjoyed. After the meeting, the nursery children happily jumped into the baskets
and were carried back to their own homes.

Indeed, the Shwan Hwa Cheng people had a very happy X'mas this year. May the peace
and joy from our lLord always with us. Ve have a vision that when the Shwen Hwa Cheng
people are christianized, we shall have a new community with new citizens. They not only
will celebrate X'mas in our Station, but also will celebrate it spontaneously in their own
homes.




Shwen Hwa Cheng Girls learned a New Art
& Paper Cut-out X'mas Gards

When Ginling College Rural Service Station moved back to Nanking after the war, we
wanted very much to revive the paper=-cut~out work which we had in Jenehow, Szechuen. The
trouble was ro find a teacher to train the local girls, for paper cutting is & special
arts Very few people know how ro do it. Fortunately, last February, one day during the
Chinese New Year, Miss Tsu and I went shopping and found on the street, among many goods
made specially for the New Year, a kind of door decoration « made of paperecuteouts, We
were very glad to find this and were eager to know who had made them. A merchent told
us thset Mr. Chang, & man in Shwen Hwa Cheng, made the paper-cutwout door decorations.
Immediately we went to visit him. ‘

Mre. Chang lived in the rear part of a pawn-shop which was terribly bombed during the
wars He was an old man around seventy. His voice and menner showed that he was gentle
and courteous. His wife was in the house when we visited them.  Both invited us in
cordiallye. »

"When 1 was a young man, [ was a schoolemaster in a private school of the old Chinese
type," said Mr. Chang. '

"ie have no children. We live on several acres of land. Bach year before the Chinese
New Year time, I also make these paper-cut-outs for sale," he continued, and soon he showed
us some of his work which seemed rather coarse to us.

"You know, my eyes are rather poor nows I cannot do fine work but I know the methods
of cutting and of making the tools « little sharp knives and wax boards." He then showed
us his tools.

We asked him from whom he learned this art. He replied, "I didn't have any teacher.
I just watched the others who did the worke Then I came home and practiced it wmyself.”

He was quite proud of himself at this point. 8ince he knew the method of cutting and of
making tools, we asked him to be the teacher for this craft. He generously promised.

In April 1948, when the days got warmer, Mr. Chang started his class with six girls
and a member of our rural stuff. They meet twice a week, each time for an hour. Since
paper was rather expensive, the pupils practiced with used papers until they hed good
skill in cutting. Many Ginling faculty members contributed and collected used papers such
as envelopes, letterpaper, etc. for this purpose. Along with learning how to do the cutte
ing, the girls learned to sharpen the knives and to make the wax boardse To sharpen the
knives is one of the very important skills.

The stuff member who joined the class was Mrs. Young who is talented in handcrafts.
She learned very quickly and was able to improve the skills of the girls. Then we mede
designs for X'mas cards. For this year, we had 14 different designs; seven were new,
original ones; two, our old Jenshow patterns, and the remaining five were collections from
old X'mas cards.

The girls were very interested in this craft. They met more often in a week and
worked much a longer time. In September, they began to use the good Chinese red paper to
make X'mas cards for sale. In an afternoon, on the average one could make ten cards. In
two months, they made 3,500 cards. Had it not been for the shortage of paper, they would
have made many more.

Most of the cards were sold in Nanling. Miss Tsu and I took several hundred cards
Wi th us each time when we went back to Ginling. Our room was often full of customers,
and each time within an hour or two, the cards were all sold out. Orders from some outw
siders were also filled. Unfortunately because of the economic crisis we could not get
paper supplies in October, and so we disappointed many of our friende who liked those
cards. We hope to develop this work and meke X'mas cards in large quantity next year so
that everybody who likes this work can get beautiful paper-cutwout cards at the most
reasonable pricesg.
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CHRISTMAS AT GINLING

: A mentle of snow flung over Purple Mountain mekes it very distant and
haughty thie efternoon as I write. With the coming of the Christmas Seasson, winter dess
cended on Nenking. Icy rain was followed by wet snow thet bowed the campus trees in
Christmes adoration.

As Dr Kirk said in her news letter a weelks ago, we are a lonely and
silent Ginling these days" but nevertheless Christmae wae ‘a very happy time for the
smell group left here. There was a family spirit and a feeling of unity which is poesible
only in smell groups. A series of Chapel talke given at noon each day of Christmas
Week helped all to realize anew the meaning of the Season. At & time when etrength end
faith are so necessary for daily living, the messages brought were most helpful. Miss
Spieer, Dr Kirk and Dr Andy Roy were epeakers, and one service was devoted to lovely
Christmas music,

In spite of much shifting of parts because of girls leaving unexpected=
ly when transportation wes suddenly available, a fine drametization of a Christmae story
wes put on at Assembly Wednesdey night. A tramelation had been mede of a little play
called "Home for Christmas" into which the feamiliar, traditional Ohristmas scenes are
woven. 8o at five-fifteen the entire cempus femily hurried through the chilly rain to
the Chapel. The great Christmss Tree growing in front of the Administration Bullding
glewed with lights that even in the mist and rain were festive. Most of us were clothed in
every warm garment we possessed, our breath made puffs of white smoke ahead of us and the
slosh of water could be heard often ee hotewater bottles were shifted from one hand to
another. Juet ae the play was about to start and the nerrator was taking her place be=
hind the desk, the lights went off! Some brave soul who hed lots of faith had counted
ahead for weeks and determined thet this was the night when the lights WOULD BE ON. But
our Nenking lights are tmmperamental, off they went and stayed off, Aftéer a little hurried
shuffling about in the dark, lanterne end cendled appeared and one gasolene light was
ably hoisted into place by the combined efforts of six or more campus coclies -~ and the show
went one I think it was really more effective by the uncertain and wavering lights of the
meke=shift arrangement then it could ever have been with the electric lights on. It wase
very fine and very well doneo The Wise Men were a tall Chinese girl, and two professore from
Nanking University one of whom was a negro. The high cclorful heams of the Chapel
echoed only faintly to the Chrietmas music as it wae sung valiently by an ameteur choti.

The whole music department, students and teachers as well, having left campus. Doubtless
& great meny parts in the program were taken by people who would have had little or ne
chance for participation in the program had conditions been normal,

Friday evening came an amusing program in the Assmebly Hall and,
wonder of wondere, the lights stayed on! The faculty put on onme play and the students
did ones The faculty quite outdid themselves in " Sophu the Wise! Following the plays
the crowd moved into North Studio for refreshmente and Sante came with a huge peck,

A faculty member from the P.E. Department was Santa and she surely had fun in the part.

The faculty children adored her lime. Since the crowd wae 80 small there were gifts for

everyone. After a hilarious hour the crowd edjourned to South Studio for s worship serviee.

It was beautiful end dignified, meking a perfect ending for the day. The room wae festive

with tall cendles, poinsettias and wreaths beautifully mede from holly and evergreen.

The program was arranged by students under the direction of Mrs Kao, Counselor for Extrae
~curriculr Activities. We left the building after the service with thoughts that transcended

chilled bones, About midnight students sang carols at mll the dormitoriee. They

were dressed in white with silver crowne, their lanterns making a picturesque procession

in the dark misty night. Their epirit was not at all dampened by the rain.

Saturday morning there were faculty breakfastd parties. Thet evening
all who remained on campus, eighty in all, came 1o South Hill House, a faculty dermitory,
for a party. It was & gay party with one large room given over 4o folk dancing and many
table games set up in the other rooms. Again, the lights were flickering candles and
little gladd lampe which would fit nicely into eome antique collections in the States.
Refreshments were bountiful. The good eats served both om Friday night and Saturday
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fight were made possible by the gift of Dr Reeves, Exchange being‘what it is, or

was « last Friday, the 24th of December, 1948 ~ enebled us to buy nuts, candies,
small cakes, oranges and banenas. The western faculty furnished the hot cocos.

Sunday afterncon the Ginling Birls showed the true Christmas spirit
by helping others make merrye. They helped with the Children's Party sponsored by
Nanking University and Ginling for nelghborhood children. It was snowing
heavily and the girls went first to our Child Welfare Center where they picked up
the children from this communifty and tock them to Sage Chapel at the University.

Eight hundred children listened to the program and received gifts. The girle

loved having a part and their efforts really made the party a success.

There were many other umnscheduled gatherings. The Chinese faculty
at South Hill House gave a lovely dinner to the western group followed by a treasure
huntwhich breught forth very nice gifts for everybody. On Sunday eveming the western
Tfaculty entertained the missionary group of the commmity and thirty=six sat down teo
a very comfortable dinner. Ambassador Stuart wae wsong the guests and just before the
party broke up he spoke very informally about conditions at present. He feels that
we must emphesize all pesitive factors in the situation which confronts use At the
present time the gensral situation in Nanking is fairly quiet. Meny feel that it may
remain so for some weelks efpecially since unexpected eteps have been taken by the Commune
ists in the north in the taking of the area around Peiping. Therefore it is felt that

Nenking's crisis may be put off for a time.
So Christmas ies over for 1948 and none of us will ever forget the

happy couradship enjoyed nor the beau%zlfade e feiryland by a blanket of soft snow.

gl

12631.48 ' EWM H

P.S, Miss Kirk and I feel that it is only a very vague sort

of an idea we can give you of the way things are moving along

here. The campus is so awfully quiet in comparison to normal
times. And deep in our hearts we wonder if so-called normal

times will ever come back again, Are we sort of finishing a
chapter - we'll go on to the next chapter with many of the

same characters but the setting is likely to be different,

the atmosphere anyway. Its a time, too, of very great contrasts,
as Florence has mentioned, blue skies and soft autumnal air,
hearts torn and baffled by difficult decisions. EWM
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For four years, I.have lived at Ginling, our great college. It is true that Ginlipg
life is just as abundaent, Jjoyful, lovable, and valuable as our home lifes, I will mention
some points as a proof of what I have seid, and, at the same time, as a recollection:
about my life during the last four wears at Ginling,

N «

- 1s Oun the 'Aspect of Knowledge, Among many other things, I wish to say something
about my major course, physioal educatione TFormerly, I dispised those who ma jored in
physical education as being e people who selected their major only because they were
conscious of their low ability and unsble to select other courses, I regarded physical
education as merely belleplaying, running, end jumping in the athletie fisld, That did
not need much intelligence, I supposed, But, after I came to Ginling, I learned gradually
~what physical education really is from the teachers in the physical education department,
I beteme aware of the : mistaken idea I had in my conception of physical edueatiom, I
know now that it is not for mere pleasure, although it is really pleasant, The real
purpose is to reach the aim of education through the body activities, It has its 6un
educational principle as have other sciences like biology, chemistry, anatomy, and
physiology, and ha ~basis in all of theseqs HNow I have leained the fundamen; knowledge
of my fubure caree: , = e

2¢ On the Aspect of Livings THe first thing thet is explained to & new ‘student who
enters Ginling. ; lantolifes. A Ginling student should,
at least, lknow bundexit 1ife ven though shd'may not be able fully to attain its
The first step g the abiindant life is to’¥ive-abundantly, Ginling p
everything within ossibilities to make us comfortable and satisfied, E
done its best to ‘ra the physieal equipment to a good standard and hag given ai
the spiritual act 8 of students which is ususlly neglected in ‘otherwiniversi
colleges, Each have to contemplate and improve our spiritusl inelinationi
time to think uth that a human being lives not only for hig personal sa
but that a mor t point is to understand the needs of otheis and try ous
help thems It i iisame idea as Dre Sun Yat~sen expresses; that one must ain
hig service to othersy : Although it is not easy to get rid of our private desires
the abundant life, ugt not forget to try to dirvect our living this way,

’ _of Moral Character, The purpose of Ginling College is nc
give students kn ige from books, but also to develop and cultivate a sound ‘ch
each individua 2ims to help each indi#iduanl seek the abundant 1ife. Con
"Poople always rés) hose who respect otherse™ Such a high standard of persons;

y g It is not a college where the student read books only.

understand why sonie rament leaders who have been scholars with much’ knowl e
experience have a moral character so bad that they are blamed by all people in, the
In Ginling, I hawe 16arned to know what & sound moral character is and that one hel
others in the way one desires to be treated by otherss The balance of receiving giving is
the standard of ‘good moral character as I have learned it in Ginling, A R

I

et Ginling, our great family. She has left g permanent.tﬁagQVbn my lifes
she has influenced me and my thought and my will, I hope every student
whorhas studlied at Iing will have‘the«%amgkexperienc@ as I, s

By Liu I=-wen
Ginling, 1948
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