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HOME EFOOWOMICS PRACTIORE HOUSE
Ginling College
Bpril 1, 1947

o It was herd to realize that & whole month has passed bebtween the Gime I
had telken these snapshots and the morning that Miss Tseo Deh-shen came into my
office to tell me aboub her impressieons of the Practice House. The day the girls
moved in, they came to ask me to take some pletures. Since them, I heve seen them
frequently, as their house is beside the path that leads Yo the South Hill Residemeces

This little house was formerly the home of Dr. Cora D. Reeves who spent
any years ag:a prefessor of the Biolegy Department at Ginling College. During the
month of Jemmery, I had noticed workmen laying pipes around the house and meking
negessary repairs. Ssveral weels sfber the second term sbarted, the glrls were
ready to moeve in. In a few days, we nobiced eurbtsing abt the windows » and bthe Llights
were & lbened by colored shades,

The furniture of the house has been collested from various places on the
campus, with o few pleces added, such as sn upholstered sofa, two comforteble chairs
and 2 grasg rag for the living rooms Seme of the girle brought piotures, vases, and
various articles of thelr own Yo make the house loolk attractive.

The Benior class in Home Hoonomics wes divided, by lot, dnte four groups,
each group te Live in the Practice House for one monthe They have worked out a
practical plan for fanily living. Since there ars four girls in each group, and the
group stayx for four weeks, each girl is glvén an opportunity to take the part fer one
woek of father, mother, deughter, and sem, regpoctivelys The duties of the Pather
are o make the budget, pay the bills, srmunge for repeirs, ebe. The mobher must go
to market, learn to gelect nubritious feeds at reascnable prices, within the budgets
plan and cook the meals; and perforwm the duties that are usually azeumed by the
nother of o homee The deughber assists the mother in preparing bhe moenls, serves
the meals, and helps whth the general housework. The son must help with the house=
sleaning, btake eare of the hathroom, parden, and so ote The members of the class
who ave not reg¢iding in the practice house are "cousins" of the family and come in
for different events.

In addition Yo the daily roubtine and required wrk of the e¢ourse, the shuw
dents can learn a grent deal fyom each other by this progrem of family livings The
Pirst group of girls was made up of people from Ffour different provincest Miss Yeh
Deing-wan from Anlwed; MWles Idn Yuehedwan, Chekiangs Wiss Tseo Deh-shan, Kismgeng
end Miss Dju Dawen-iwa, Hupehs "Hot only did we practice making the dishes which
we learned in our olasses,” said Miss Tsed, "bub we tuught ono anether to mske
dishes which we had lesrned to make abt home." Wiss Teeo went ox bo explaln thet
eech girl had learned o great deal abowt cooperation and peneresity in femily living.
"We learned the importance of health, not only for ourselves, But for gthera”, she
seid, "becuuse when one of our family wem ill, the others had to divide up her work
and that made it very difficull for us to geb all our work done." She said they
also learned a great deal about sharing spase aund time im family living.

"Bach week we invited three guests to dimmer one evening,” sald Miss Tseo.
“The week I wes the mother, I wag very exeited on the svening we had gusnts begause
my elags was not over until 5:30 and the guests were to arrive at 8:50, so I had to
work fest, even if I thought I had plenned everything well in advance. I was so
unhappy that evening beesuse I had so much Yo do T did not wabtoh the vegetebles
closely and cooked them too long, wso they were yellow instead of green am they should
have beens And, in my effort to hurry, 1 broke a bowl. So I learned not o complain
when the other girls had similar troubles.”




Ginding College ,
«Home FHoonguwics Practice Houme

YRaeh evening we invited bthree faoulty werbers ni guests; we neked one
;;_cai‘ them W give us & talk afber dimmer. A% that dime, our Yoousins' ceame in %o
_listenk The first week, Miss Okes talled on YHow o Use Weste Moterialty the

T nexb wesl, Dy Djang Heienge~lsn spoke on the subject of YMarriage ves Copreer?} next
. “Bry Bdwin Kvweh told us about 'Soclal Life of American Studetitets and last week Migs
Whitmer balked on ! Floweyr Mram;@mfmt’ "

The femulty newber living with the girls and supervising their work is Mies
’ Hwaag Ym—mm, 8 graduate of Ginling College in 19435, and o member of the first olass
| majoring in Home Keonomies in Glnlinge We asked her what velabionship she held in
the .ﬁ'milyu Although she is much boo youthful, since other pleces were filled, she
agreed bo be the grandmother, snd seemed to be enjoying ibs

‘ "Although we Pound that living in the Practice Hvuse is more expensive than
11 ving in the dormitories, end more bime-cousuming, we all considered it very w rth
arlile, wnd were sorry when owr time there was over," Miss Teeo saids

There is still mueh thet could be dome to improve the Prastice Houwse, but

" the detalls ghould be worked oub by the girls inm their study of interier decoration,

Cand conswmer problems. It is importamt thet no girl should be excluded from this
- walusble azsgpérieme becouse of limited funds, and so the problem of adequate funds
" becomes an edminivtrative one. We are hoplng that fusds will be available to keep
the Practice House open to all girls who want the experience it provides for thom.

{Thers is ruaning (eold) waber in bhe two washbowls in the bathroom
and in the einlk in the kitchen (when the weter runs) - we other
plumbinge The sbove in $he kitchen is Chinese style, snd buras
chareoal or coal balls.)

He Plauom
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Mre Gorbebt
Mrs. Mills

Dr. Winfield

FROM: v, Hvaus

The following is an exserph Prom & lotter deted April Sth whioh has

Just been roveived from Dr. Wu Yiefangs

"Budpet for Spring Term.

Agoording o our budget for this Gorm, we shall be able to mensge without o
dofioite This is dus to the more favorsble rate of exchonge for oup w
insome, and elso iz based on the suppogition that the US¢ grants will be continued
through the seaond quarter on the same besis ss For the first quarter of 1947,

I have just returned from Shenghei after & ten day series of meetings, the lust
bodng the meeting of the Coordimetien Committeo of USC. Even with the yreduced
indome for April in Anerdcan suryency, the greuts in CN0 for April wers mainteined
bessuse of the favorable yate of exchnge. If the irxieoms in Amerlosn surrensy

ig not reduced in My and June, I am inclined te think thet the grembs to the
¢olleges in GNC are not likely to e reduced, For the whele econumio sltustion,
whet we hope most is that the Govermuent®s effort to keep prices fvem insreasing
further will be as successful fvom now on s it wag in March,"®

Ca Au B

April 23, 1947




Ginling College, Nanking
Received NoY, April 1947

SHWEN WA CHENG

Mevies ab Shwen Hwa Cheng

The Amorioan Information Befivice sent o movie to Shwen Hwa Uheng, a pleture
entitled "Ghine Fights Against Jepan.” The people were mugh interested beoause they
knew nothing of what was going on in Pree China after Nanking was oecupied by the
Jepanose, That night abowt 12,000 peeple came to see ih, Most of them osme from a
distanse 10 oy furbher awey from bhe village of Shwen Hwa Cheng, to ses this - their
Piret movic, ‘

The Women Bager to Mudx

Prom Buly to November the eountry women wore very busys hewesbing soya
beans, wheab, gethering dry hay, plenting the fell seeds, and cubting fuels, All the
women and glrls cub thelr own fwel, and some out it for sale at $5,500 for 100 catbies.
They onn out 100 ontbles or more a day, dry grass from the hillsides, go 4% is a
good job during this fall season. ,

Byer sinee we went out to Shwen Hwa Chong in the fall the women have asked
us to teach them when the busy seosson was over. Aecordingly we prepercd meberials
and egquipment, ten cheap tables,and beuehes = enough for a slassroom of 30 women.
The eless started on November 144h. Besause of the limitation of space we made no
advertisement or even amncuncement, Altegether 46 women sud young glrls came to
rogigter, bub it burned owt bhat only 36 of them real ly wanted %o studys The olass
meets every afternoon, 1:¥0 4o 4. The subjects are reading, writing, knitbing,
hygiene, home ecoonomics, singing and civies. They are psrtlcularly interested in
roading and writing. Some write quite well the first time they trys In civies class
they leam how to conduet a public meeting, or give a speech in publie, Their sges
are from 14 to 20, Two-thirds of them are totally 1lliterete,

In order %o spare the time for these afberneon elasses, thoy must often
get up an hour or two emrlier im fthe morning than uwsusle

Distribublen of Winter Olothing the thildren snd Old People in Shwen Hws Cheng

ONRRA asked our Rural Service Stabion o distribute material for 1474
garmentbs: for the outer covering, whike, blue, or dotbed grey cobbon materials
cotbon padding; white flour seeling, 5 to 6 person, for the imer lining. The
older peopls and children only were supplieds Thiw was a great help, for meny badly
needed warm slothing,

This invelved a lot of work for use _, Shwen ilwe Cheng comsists of 12 pac's,
lee, 2700 families, separated over a distance of 18 1i. We cooperated with the
Local Govermment, snd asked the head men in each pao - two in each = to help us.

1% took ben days, from Dec. 11 to 20, o make the investigation. We found it dife
ficult o distinguish between the really poor and the ones Just less poor, since
probably every family suffered a great deal during the war time. Moy had lost
everything, Finally we chose 1474 femilies who hed no land; some were benants
who rented 1-3 mow. : '

Bmong ‘these 1474 families there ars 328 widows and widowers s agod from
50 o 7bs They had no children. In the growp there were albogether 2,000 children.
On Januery 8, CHRRA sent us 2801 ging of cobtton for padding, 3,300 flour seclks, sad




Shwen Hwa. Cheng
‘4 (Ree'd Apr, 1947)

- 11 big bolbs of oloth for the subaide, Bach adult bo be given & parment was allowsd

12 feet of oloth, 1% pimg eotton, and 3 flour sacks, A child got 9 feet instesd of

124 The girls in the Women's Clasdhelped ue welgh owk ihe cotbon, measure and cub
the eleth, sxd lay sverything ready C -

Then those whe weére permitted to seoure garments appesred, giving us the
slips of paper we hed made out, with theiy nemes, numbers, and addressess People
wers told fo come on one of three diys, Jan. lis=13, TFowr to Tive hundred people eome
ezgh days The leaders of the Dpoo's, the puo ohengs, came to help use The people were
very orderlys Some came ss for ap 18 1is Solie told us they had gotben up before
Light bessvse they were afrald that 46 they ceme too late they would mob be piven the
maboriale ' o , ,

Several old people said 4o us %vihen we gave ’ﬁhm;their ﬁl.lﬁmaﬁﬁg "I shall

use this oloth to make a new germent, I will wear i when I dies" Some sadd, Bt 5
iz the first Hime I have had new cotion paddsd gown since the way begans" Although
they smiled, they leolked patiful, o '

We felt happy that soms people inm our districh will have new warm olothes
for China l\if‘m" Yoar, _ v : B :

7ol Yusdjh




Copy of Wews Despateh by M. Paul Fen
Nenking, June 29 (Centwral) -Fif
China's Forewmost institutlon for highe
fhelr diplomas at 16 AW toworrow at & eoremo
Tre Wu Yi-fang, President of the Colleges
. Ginling's graduation exervcises tomo
the College reburned to its Wanking site from fo
in the history of the Oollege, The Cowmmencement oxe:
by Dr. Y, Co Yang, President of Soochow Tniversity,
from the United Stabes after a long stay in that coun
At the CoYi¥ge's baccalauveate service this i
“Isu of the Chung Hwa Sheng Kung Hul addressing the co
rraduates to persevere in thelp endeavors, banish al
of gelfishwess and restrengthen their religions beli
Bishop Tsu sald, they will aecomplish all that they asp;
Bighop Tsu reminded the graduatos that “rave I
China who are fortunate enpugh to receive & college
among the women, of China. Hence "when you entexr socletyy
rewsnber the speeclal privileges yvou have enjoyed and B
sibilities which you must share.® . . T
A colorful procession of all the students of the @
the graduates led by Dr. Wu and Blshop Tsu markhed into the
prominent guests who atbtended the serviee today was Chinals pr
General Chang Chun, President of the Execubive Yuuny o

June 30, 1947

At ten o'clock this morning, a colorful procession
the Auditorium at Ginling College. As lre Chen Dnunge:
departmeny,played the processional march, two gtudent m
in white dresses, condufcted the juniors, sophomores, and ILx
their geats. All of the lower classmen wore the braditiongl b
dregs. Next eams President Wu Viefang, President Y.0. Yang
University, sp-aker for the day, and Dean fung-nyl Lok, lead
procession of 58 seniors who were being honored on this ccca
somsthing of an effort to have thewm all In the traditicmal acsds
and gowns, but Ginling values her traditions and with the €O o
the Nanking Theological Seminary and St, John's University 4
snough caps and gowns were assewbled, The cerewony opened w
-of the natlonal anthem, "Sen Min Chu I¥, Thon Prssident fu
about the first year mm the College has spent on its hows campuy
absence of nine years. She spoke of the progress and fubture pli
rehabllitation of the buildings and furpishings, equipment and
persomnel of the College. She explained the sources of inge:
effect of rising prices. She thanked the students for their pa
- operation throughout théds difficult year of ghorvages on every ha
spoke reassuringly of the presiige the Collese holds in China and a
As a result of this prostige, she said, the vumber of positions epe
finling graduates is always grester than the Collepe cen £ills

Pregident Yang, in his address to the graduate
the fame of Ginling College and its distinguished pre: .
for the graduates econtinuatiocn of the vietowy Lhéy had ge
they entered Ginling, Quring the war years; sund in theiy g
He then spoke of the importance of educabien bto any cous
the most fundamental work of CGhina today in
ggrsonﬁ for the task of reconstruction and £
foo ’ : .




: Sy déve leap 0 reasom.bl@ b@havmor »
16 a:,snandard, He concluded by sayin
;_ra ﬁeday pr&viﬂe oppowvunlty lﬂf

~‘a®§ %gsieal sa1ection by Lhc 0011¢g6 }
he/honor Students for the year, chosen lmih
g -exnid participation in extra curriculsr
colved bthis distinctions Lips Chung-ging,*
“hisborys Gien'fﬁ»b@ng,“sacu;ibgy, Feng .

Ebhinugwen, historyy MHoh Gﬂukjvxng, enemis@@y,

pre&onted the graduatin& elass to Pfesident T
- , | bo emeh graduate with the sradibional Chinese
gong aﬁd\a Algnified recessional march closed the '

6 NYE h@ or tWo, the campis was calorfyl with groups :
a i poainw for group 91@3&@&@,»&&%2%@ with the gradusabes,
asmetds, end visiting the College Pulldings. Before the
,cklaads of students and thelr baggage were leaving
ce braval bowe befcfc the - ingcreaso. in ﬂailroaﬁ '

'

%‘

Jisds Bl

- a good stu&en 1s -and an &ctiV&

the Iweic ﬁeyarmment af Ginling College ~
6, .

8 ha‘che ?stwy major mmntlcned In the story abauu the ch@mistry
X he apring,  She is & giaduabe of the winter class, and

ﬁﬂg‘rmgllsh at Hwei Wen Girls? %iadla @choal uarjnr the
Eicmure sent 1&&5 spring) :

’ﬁas the president of the student *elfugavrwmmfnb orgaax&abﬂon
and the delegate Lo the 411 Asian Student (ouference in Indja
mher v‘(&bery and pictur@ sont 1ast springs )
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As from Ginling College, €ZLéZ?
Nanking, China, .
| . : . Aug, 4th, 147, : : —
Mrs.Marguerite M.Dixon, -
Ginling College Office,
150 Fifth Aveq,
Yew York,NéYﬂ’UQ&S'OAO-

Dear Mrs. Dixon,-

. Please forgive me for not getting this off to you at an earlis
er moment. I have been trying for sometime to get caught up on letters of
firet importance, and I should have done this one earlier. £$$4nd will you
accept this ecopy of the letter I am sending to Mrs.Mills to senfi to my
friends,in which this time,partly because of your request, and becagg
think I had net written a letter in just this fashion beforer &8 Gt angwer

to your request? I believe it contains all the information you asked for,
and the extra that will be of no use to you, of course you will delete.

I hope this will be useful, . ' '

One other request,--because some letters are not getting thru, will

ou please check with Mrs.Mills, and see if she has received the first copy
of this letter. If not; after you finish with this, will you please give it
to her and ask her to send it out, 2s she has done before so graciously, to
my mailing list. Thank you very much for this favor. ’

o Sincerely yours, ; /%ZL&Jﬁﬁfo




(Until SeptolstQQZ»A.Kuling,K@angsi,
(After Sept.lst)as usual)Ginling College,
Nanking.Ching,

Apm% /194760%)&2 2 August 3rd, "#& 478

Dear lirs.Mills and all of my Frifmnds, 0 i < ef g4 %)‘a

It surely is high time I should begin this letter to you.

I wonder if you ever rece%¥§%_ggp letter I sent to you gt Christmas~-time,
This is letter number threeAt 4t I have written.This spring there has been
a good deal ef trouble with our letters probably not leaving the Nanking
Post-0ffice. Hspecially the letters that had large am punt of postage seem
to have disappeared,this for a number of our staff, Until recently P.O:
and most government employees have been so poorly payed,due to the rapidly
soaring pricegy,which no salary scale can keep within sight'of, that 1 sup-
pose it is not strange that some are bound to use any pogsible method to
increase their earnings.

I may summarize briefly the events of Xammx the first term in.case you digd
not get my winter®s letter.Qur own equipment in pianos has been increased
from about three when I arrived a year ago, to now a full dozen,but that in-
crease has been very slow, as pianos were discovered, sometimes in unexpected
places. For our chapel we now have one fine Steinway baby grand, thanks to
one ®R former student who brought it for her self back to China, then besame
a member of our staff, and finally sold it to the college. There was an

attempt at uniting all the Christian Schools and Colleges in Nanking in g
Christmas Carol program.We were told it was the best yets; but it left much to
be desiredsit was plain to see how little music training some of the teachers
hads but at ledt 1t was an effort in cooperation that I hope may be continued
in some form, and with a bettér plan next year.The laek of Chinese music is
almost pitiful just now.Printing is so expensive as to be nearly prohibitive.
War songs are ne longer g0 popular, and the music both of ‘the way and pre=
war days is nearly worn out, or lost s and cannot he boughﬁ,n@wh@ut of print,
New musie ig being written, but again that is rarely to be found) Just not
printed and of course, not tested by actual use. So szome of us in Nanking
are trying to plan a way of recovering and either mimeographing, or,if PO 8=
sible, reprinting the best that ean be found, in single copies; among all of us.
This is possible thru Mr.Ernest Yang.head of the Researeh Department in
Chinese Music in the National Conservatory and also hme head of the mugic
department of the Government's Institute of Rites and Ceremonieg.He was
Louise Hammond's godson, # wrote many of the hymnes in the fine Chinese
.. Hymnals tranglated all of the anthems in the Anthem book which I helped to pre-
" pare years age, and has now translated all of the songs in my book of Min
River Boat Sougs. He has been teachnging a course in Chinese musie this
second semester in our ecollege, which I would give most ‘anything to have been
able to understand.He is & great scholar and has made some important dis-
coveries in a way to recover and interpret inte modern notation music that
had practically been lost, because the methods of writing were no longer
understood. We are very fortunate in our department ot have himm as our friend,
einteresteda ‘531 }1%%5%2 ?“B'Ji"n emu )3;; %Q&_éév;l_‘h in The ﬂ:l}mm'nf) govhifVor nial Sehool Al three Q)Li' Py
Metﬁ“§e53§% pré%?ém hé%‘%é’ﬁgth@ é%seﬁée thru illness,of the acting head of
our musgic department.She was the head of the vocal work, and her absence hag
left a great w hole,which we have tried to fill in various ways.Two of her
former stddents,Ginling akumnae, proved to be very able instructorssone has
been with us for seversl yearsg with them and the aid of Mrs,Be Cowlesya new
young member(with her husband) of the Presbyterian Mission, we got thru the
year better than I antieipated.Then one of the oldest members of our gtaff,
Uiss Hllen Koo, sister of TeZeKoo, whom some of you have surely heard speak
in America, was struch by a Jeep,on the gtreet one day, and suffered head
. injuries;which combined with her age and frailty, compelled her to give up her
. teaching entirely,In piane we had one young graduate of the National Consere
vatory.He plays brilliantly but is not so interesred in teaching, and the
second semesgter we were Very happy to secure Mrs. Paul Feng,wife of a member
of the Central News Agency, and herself a student for three years in the
Juﬁ;liard School of musie,in New York, She is & real treasure, and an exeell-
ent pianist, and loves to teachyand a real mother at heart to wur students
a8 well as to her own three children. We had the largest class of musie gen-
iors this yvear ever, I believe, six,two in voicge and four in piano; Some-day
I hope we may be sble to add at least violin to our course of study,but at
bresent,we have been giving courges only in Piane,voice,and musie education,
and the courses in theory which are needed for a music major.Practically no
one can major in musie theory, beeause no one can begin such study till her .
gecond year., Of course musie history is offered, and reed organ, I temsch




‘# beginning and & second year 'qgfghour per week courses in harmony and
counterpoint, and a third year,course which includes analysis and some COmMe
position,and next year I will probably have to teach all of the four hour
course in music education.This year I taught only half of it, conducting and
arranging or what I call "voecal orchestration", a very practical course for
China, where if we find music we like it is freguently not in a form we can
use, 0f course not all music can be arranged by any means, but some can.
One of the most interesting, and at the same time most puzzling problems,
is to try to formulate some suggestions( rules are impossible) for the treat-
ment of Chinese folk songs which necessarily we all, as students of music in
China, want to collect, to preserve,and to make available for use in the
schools of China.It is a fascinating study, but also a . great problem,one on
which many musicians are,and should continue to work for many years to come.
I 2ls¢0 had chagge of the Ginling,Nanking University joint Morning Service
Choir., Our two institutions are only about fifteen minutes walking distance
apart. This year we attempted no large work tho we did sing a small part of
Gounod's Redemption for Easter. The second semester T had the additional job .
of being acting-head of the department. Aside from my task as a teacher,es
you all know my deep interest and sense of responsibility for a growing group
of students in our College chiefly,but also including a few members in
Nanking University anl Nanking Theological Seminary,who are learning thet
there is a relationghip between their own standards of living am the kind
of China they want to live in, and that with God's guidance and obedience to
His orders they can do momething about it., Including a few faculty members,
(we are fewixx but growing in numbers glowly ) we numbered about twenty, that
much tc complete the story of my own job, :

Now to complete the story of our music department,which Mrs., Dixon asked
for, we had just over twenty music major students, and a totzl of an addi-
tional twengy-five studying pfane and perhaps a dozen studying voice as
non-major students., Some ten of the non-majors were our Practice School
students.That school has more than tripled in size since pee-war days.Now .
the mgjority of students live out-side, and it has an enrollment nearly three
hundredy,only a little smaller than the College itself,but it has dormitory
space for only about eighty,while the College has dormitory space for four
times that number. Our Music Department also provides a teacher for the
singing classes in this school, It gives,I believeysonly the three years of
Senior High School, under the direction of the Courses in Music Education,
where our students,in the second semester do their practice teaching,

We were especially busy at the end of the term with recitals,first our
faculty recitsl,then the three senior recitals, two seniors taking part on
esch program, and finally our Annual Student Recital when all of the moset
gifted and advanced students were given a chance to show what they could do.
All thru the year nearly every week we had a students® recitsl, to give
our students plenty of practice in playing for easch other,Of coursge these
were very informal programs. On the formal recital programs our students
both played and sang very well compositions by most of the standard composers
and some ModErn composers also. The College Glee Club,trained by Mrs. Chen
Bang very well on the Annual Recital,from memory,and with great spirit,
very evident enjoyment, excellent shading and phresing, and the audience
showed great enthusiasm.We have never needed to advertise our concerts,it is
only necessary to let people know when, and usually our auditorium is well-
filled. This year we chose a date a little too late, so that most of the
middle school students fn the Nanking =s&¥E Christian schools were busy with
final exams, so our hall was not as crowded as it usually issbut still we
had a very enthusiastic audience,

Unfortunately at the end of this term.just like at the end of the first
semester I had to spend over a week in the hospital, this time with a bug
that the doctor could not ifdentify.At any rate he seems to have gotten rig
of the beastie.This is the reason I am now following his advice and that of
my colleagues, and am having about six weeks here on this lovely mountaim-top
in coolnese and great comfort. I am living with Dr.and Mrs. Logan Roots of
the American Episcopal Mission.Their work is in a hospital in Wuchang.He
could not come up,but his younger sister,Elizabeth, and his wife am three
lovely children are here in xheixxm his father's old home (Bishop Roots of
Hankow).His sister Francem, is a very dear friend &f mine, and we were
greatly thrilled at the news of her engagement, and the wedding which will

take place to a member of the MRA Team, Richard Hadden, in August,in Caux,
Switze71anda T am having = wohderfu} vacation with these dear friends of mine -

/V7 besTwishes o 5}71;9% euiy anid (hlease g wrife "/_2_2 e
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92-A, Kyling, Kiangsi

August 3, 1947

(After Septs lst, address as usual,
Ginling College
Nanking, China)

Dear Friends:

It surely is high time I should begin this letter to yous I wonder if you
ever recelived the letter I sent to you at Christmas times This is letter number three
at loast that I have writtens This spring there has been & good deal of trouble with
our lotters probably not leaving the Nenking Post Office. Especially the letters
that had large amounts of postage seem to have disappeared, this for a number of our
staffs Until recently PeOs and most government employees have been so poorly paid,
due to the rapidly soaring prices, which no sala_ry scale can keép within sight of,
that I suppose it is not strange that some are bound to use amy possible method to
increase thelr earningse : _

I may summarize briefly the events of the first term in case you did not
get my winter's letteres Our own eguipment in piancs has been inoreased from about
three, when I orrived a year ago, to now a full dozen, but that inerease has been very
slow, as planos were discovered, sometimes in unexpeeted places, For our chapel we
now have one fine Steinway baby grand, thanks to one former student who brought it
for herself back to China, then became a member of our staff, and finally sold it to
the College, There was an attempt at uhiting all the Christian Schools and Colleges
in Nenking in a Christmes Carol program, We were told it was the bost yot, but it
left much to be desired; it wos plain to see how little musioc training some of the
teachers hady bubt at least it was an effort in cooperation that I hope may be conw
tinued in some form, end with a better plan next year. The lack of Chinese music is

-almost pitiful just now, Printing is so expensive as to be nearly prohibitive, War
songs are no longer so popular, md the music both of the war and prewar deys is near-
ly worn out, or lost, and camnot be bought, now is out of printe New music is being
written, but again that is rarely to be found, just not printed and of course not
tested by actual uses So some of us in Nanking are trying to plan a way of recovering
and either mimeographing, or, if possible, reprinting the best that ¢an be found, in
single copies, among all of use This is possible through Mr. Ernest Yang, head of the
Research Department in Chinese Music in the National Conservatory and also head of the
music department of the Government's Institute of Rites and Ceremoniess He wos Louise
Hammond!s godson, wrote many of the hymns in the fine Chinese Hymnal, translated all
of the anthems in the Anthembook which I helped to prepare years ago, and has now
translated all of the zongs in my book of Min River Boat Songss He has been teaching
& course in Chinese muric this second semester in our College, which I would give most
anything to have becn able to understand, He is a great scholar and has made some imm
portent diseoveries in a way to recover and interpret into modern notation musie that
had prastically been lost, because the methods of writing were no longer understood,
We are very fortunate in our department to have him as our friend, He interested the
head of the Music Department in Nanking Government Normal School, and all of us met,

. and will cooperate in this task,.

A second problem has been tho absence through dillness of the acting head of
our Music Departmente She was'the head of the vecal work, and her absence has left a
great hole, which we have tried to fill in various woyse Two of her former students,
Ginling alumnae,. proved to be very able instruetors; one has been with us for sove
eral years; with them mnd the aid 6f Mrs, Ben Cowles, & new young member (with her
husband) of the Presbyterian Mission, we got through the year better than I anticipated.
Then one of the oldest membzis of our sbaff, Miss Ellen Koo, sister.of Te Ze Koo, whom

some of you have surely hearispeck in Amerieca, wa_s struck by o joep, on the street
one day, and suffered head injuries, which combined with her age and frailty, com~
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- pelled her to give up her teaching entirely, In piano we had one young graduste of the
National Gonservatory., He plays brilliantly, but is not so interested in teaching,
and the second semester we were very happy to secure Mrs. Paul Feng, wife of a mcmber
of the Central News Agency, and hersolf a student for three years in the Juilliard
School of Music, in New York., She is a real treasure, and an excellent pianist, and
loves to teach, and a real mother at heart to our students as well &s to her own three
childrens We had the largest class of music seniors this year ever, I believe; six,
two in voice and four in pianos Some day I hope we may be able to add ot least violin .
to our course of study, but at present, we have been giving courses only in piano,
voide, and music education, and the courses in theory which are needed for a music
majore ' Practically no one can major in music theory, because no one can begin such
study till her second year, Of course, music history is offered, and reed organe I
teach begimning and second year four-hour per week courses in harmony and counterpoint,
and a third year two~hour course which inecludes enalysis end some composition, and i
next year I will probably have to teach all of the four-hour course in music education,
This year I taught only half of it, conducting and arranging or what I call "vocal
orchestration", a very practical course for China, where if we find music we like, it
is frequently not in a form we can use, Of gourse, not all music can be arranged by
eny meens, but some cang One of the most interesting, eand at the same time most puz-
zling problems, is to try to forrmlate some suggestions (rules aro impossible) for the
treatment of Chinese folk songs which necessarily we all, as students of musio in ‘

' China, want to collect, to preserve, and to make available for use in the schools of
Chinas It is a fascinating study, but also a great problem, one on which many musi-
cions are, ond should continue to work for many years to comes I also had charge of
the Ginling-Nanking University Joint Morning Service Choir, Our two institutions are
only about fifteen minutes walking distance apart, This year we attempted no large
work though we did sing a small part of Gounod's Redemption for Eastere. The second
semester I had the additional job of being acting head of the Department, Aside from
my task as a teacher, you all know my deep intorest and sense of responsibility for a
growing group of students in our College chiefly, but also ineluding a few members in
Nenking University end Nemking Theological Seminary, who are learning that there is a
relationship between their own standards of living and the kind of China they want to
live in, and that with God's guidance and obedience to His orders they can do some~
thing about it, Including a few faculty members, (we are few but growing in numbers
slowly) we numbered sbout twenty, That much to complete the story of my own jobs

Now to complete the story of our Music Department, which Mys. Dixon asked
for, We had just over twenty music major students, and a total of an additional
twenty~-five studying piano and perhaps o dozen studying voise as non-major studentse
Some ten of the nonemajors were our Practice School students. Thet School has more
than tripled in size since pre-war dayse Now the majority of students live outside,
end it has an enrollment nearly three hundred, only a little smaller than the College
itself, but it has dormitory spoce for only about eighty, while the College has dormi-
tory space for four times that numbere Our Music Department also provides a teacher
for the singing classes in this Schools It gives, I believe, only the three years of -
Senior High School, under the direction of the courses in Music Edueation, where our
students, in the second semester do their practice teachinge

We were especially busy at the end of the term with recitals, first our
faculty recital, then the three senior recitals, two seniors taking part on each pro=
gram, and finally our Annual Student Recital when all of the most gifted and advanced
students were given a chance to show what they could do. All through the year nearly
every woek we had a stulents! recital, to give our students plenty of practice in
ploylng for each others Of course, these were very informal programse On the formal
wocital programs our siudents both played and sang very well compositions by most of
the stendard composers and 'some modern oomposers alsoe The College Glee Club, trained
by Mrse Chen sang very woll on the Annual Recital, from memory, and with great spirit,
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very evident enjoyment, excellent shading and phresing, and the audience showed great
enthusiasme We-have never needed to advertise our concerts, it is only necessary to
let people know when, and usually our auditorium is well-filleds This year we chose a
date a little too late, so that most of the middle school students in the Nanking Chris
tian schools were busy with final oxems, 50 our hall was not as orowded as it usually

- is; but still we had a very enthusiastic audience, .

: Unfortunately at the end of this torm, just like at the end of the first
semester, I had to gend ever a weck in the hospital, this time with o bug that the
doctor could not identify. At ony rate he seems to have gotten rid of the beastie,
This is the reason I am now following his advice and that of my colleagues, and am
having about six weeks here on this lovely mountein~top in coolness and great eomfort,
I @ living with Dre and Mrs, Logan Roots of the Americen Episcopal Mission, Their
work is in a hogp ital in Wuchange Ho oould not come up, but his younger sistor,
Elizabeth, and his wife and three lovoly children are here in his father's 0ld home
(Bishop Roots of Hankow), His sister, Fronces, is a very doar friend of mine, and we
were gromtly thrilled at the news of her engagement, and the wedding which will teke
place to a member of +the MRA team, Richard Hadden, in August, in Caux, Switzerland,

I an having a wonderful vacation with these dear friends of mine,

My best wishos to you all and please do write to me,
Your friend,

Stells Marie Graves
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GINLING NEWS

FROM A LETTER FROM PRESIDENT WU YI~FANG, WRITTEN AT THE END OF THE FIRST YEAR AFTER
THE COLLEGE'S RETURN TO THE NANLING CAMPUS: ' 4

"As we look back, we find thet it has been a good year; and although a great
deal remains to be done before we even begin to reach our prewar condition, yet we are
thankful to have been able to make as much progress as wo have mades In spite of all
kinds of delays and shortages in books, equipment, and persommel,-we have been able to
carry on classes, and to make some progress in restoring our previous standards. In
addition % regular class activities, our faculty and students have managed to con-
tinue some of our extra-curriculep activities and gradually to rebuild the former Gine
ling spirite.

"For example, the Christian Fellowship has carried on its sctivities and the
deily chapels have beon better attended thean they were during the ware Several weeks
ago, Ginling took part in the program drawn up by Christian groups for 'Religious
Emphasis® Week; and our students held a helpful retreat in preparation for the general
meetings, ' '

"The various department olubs have held regular meetings end many have had
outside speakers, demonstrations, field trips, and social events. We arc not able to ,
publish the papers of each department, but the clubs put up Twall newspaperst on varie-
ous subjeets of interest to theme The Chinese Club has had speeial lectures on Chinese
novels, poetry, art, etos« The English Club has sponsored lectures, play readings, and
an exhibit of pictures of England, The Socience Clubs have taken various field trips,
such as one to the Observatory on Purple Mountain and smother to visit a chemiocal
factory across the river,

"The Physical BEducation Club has been busy with a program of interdormitory
contests in basketball and volleyballs The winning team challenged the faculty to a
basketball game, and the faculty won. Of course, there wore suggestions that the
referee was slightly partial, but it was o good games The Ginling basketball team
came wp to the finals in the city tournament, but unfortunately we lost the final
gomes The dormitories held o 'spring housccleaning! contest several weeks ago, and
the first prize was awarded to '500',

"Our calendar has been rather full recently with the big annual events -
the music recitals and the Dence Drama. Almost all of the students took part in the
Donce Drama which was held on the lawn between the 1500t and '700' dormitories. Since
this was the first year we have hed such a program here, it was difficult to antioci-
pate how much advertisiny we should do and how large a orowd we should prepare for,
Because we did not wart things to get out of hand, we decided to proceed slowly, so
we really did not advortise extensivelye However, more than a thousand people attended
and the whole progrom went off very nicelys We were fortunate in having a beautiful
day for the programe The girls seemed to enjoy the folk dance contest, and their
costumes were quite authentic and colorful and showed a good deal of resourcefulness
in adapting whatever materials were at hand,

"Peggy Lin did an excellent piece of work on the choreogrephy and the direc=
tion of the Dance Drama, !Day and Night's She did a great deal of work on teaching
the dances, plamming the ocostumes, arranging for the music, We moved a piano out on
the lawn, and Peggy used her 'drum' to emphasize the rhythme A microphone helped to
carry the music to the dancers and announcements to the audiences The whole progrem
was enjoyable and brought many enthusiastic comments from those who sew it." (As a
- special expression of approciation for Smith's generous support of Ginling, the
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proceeds from the sale of tickets t this event, amounting to $330, were sent as a
contribution to the Smith 2ollego 75th Amniversary Campaign. Eds) "To add to the
ploasure of the occasior, the Home Beonomies Club mede ond sold ice oream, condy, and
lemonades They are pluiiing to start g tearoom on the campus next year where students
can geot some light rofroshments in the middle of the morning and gfternoons They will
use the proceeds of . -ii sale to get equipment for the tearoom,

"The music recitals have all been very suocessful, The first was the Faculty
Reeitals Then our six graduating seniors gave three recitals, with two girls taking
pert in each recitals, All of these recitals were attended by large audiences - the
Auditoriun was full every time -~ and meny favorable comments have come about the ex-
cellmt progress our students have nadee Four of our seniors have already been given
positions to teach musie at McTyeire next year. The Annual Music Department Recital
wes held on the l4th of June,

"While we are talking about students? events, I know you are wondering
about how the student strike affected Ginlinge Doubtless there were comments ebout it
in the American newspaperse Tho students of various colleges made different demands
which did not directly concern Ginling students, so they did not joine On May 20th,
sone students attempted to have a parade and there was a struggle between some stu-
dents and policemen in which both students and policemen were wounded, On May 22nd,
our Ginling students went on o ono-day protest strike to express their sympethy with
the strikerse All this unrest had to do with the continued civil war,

"Recently, I was sppointed a member of a Proparatory Committee to organize

. the China Commission of UNESCO. There is & good deal of detail work in these preparea=
tions, but we are hoping that the Commission may be well plamned, and that, through
it, some good work may be done for China," '

THE CHEMISTRY DEPARTMENT

Anong the s~ teen young women who graduated from Ginling last February
were three 8hemistry .:. ors who have been working on a Jjoint project of writing a
text book on general ct.mistry, A few chaptors are yot to be written before the manue
seript is to be presented for publicatione When Miss Hoh, one of the graduates, ex-
plained their purpose in writing the book, she seid they felt that new materials
should be added to those found in other texts, and that all the material s should be
presented in a more interesting and logical manners "In our book," she said, "we
state the characteristics of elements and compounds first, and then discuss their uses
and methods of manufacture. Then we have a section for laboratory experiments., We
heve added many diagrams and illustrations of chemistry applied to daily life in order
to make the work more interestinge"

These threé alumnae look forward to going to Ameriea to study in the future,
but think they should have several years of practical experience in China first, Miss
Wang has already gone to Shantung to work-as a laboratory technician in a ceramic
factory. Miss Hoh and Miss Gien will soon leave for Shonghai where they expect to
teach chemistry in secondary schools, ‘

THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT

When Ginling returned to Nanking in the summer of 1946, they found only
three rather dilapidated pianos and very little other rmusic equipments In the course
of the next few months they acquired a number of other pianes, ineluding a fine.
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Stelnway baby grand tfur the chapel, so thet by the end of the year there were a full
dozen in the Departmente

Aside from lack of equipment, the Department has faced a number of other
probloms during the past years The permanent head has resigned, and since the begin-
ning of the sccond semester, the acting head has been absent because of illnesss
Another of the oldest members of the Department has had to give up teaching because
of injuries suffered when she was struck by a jeep on the street in Nemking., In spite
of all hundicaps, however, Miss Stella Graves and a number of able Chinese teachers
have carried the Department through a busy and successful years

There were over 20 music majors and an additional 25 students studying piano,
and about 12 voices Six of the graduates were from the Music Department, and their
Senior Recitals, one voice and two piano, were among the outstanding events of the
Commencement seasons The Annual Student Recital and the Faculty Redital in May were
also most successful and well attended occasionse

THE HOLE BCONOMICS DEPARTMENT

In response to inecreasing demands for women with practical training, Gin-
ling's newest depurtment, Home Economics, was established in 1939, while the College
was a rofugee in Chengbus There was little equipment for the Department then, and
even less upon return to Nankinge However, with typical courage and ingenuity, a be-
ginning was made in laboratory rooms lent by the Biology and Physios Departments, and
with whatever makeshift egquipment could be borrowed or 1mprov1sed.

In an effort to provide some training in home management, a very simple
Chinese building.is . ; utilized as a home management houses This little house was
formerly the home of Ir. Cora D. Reeves, who spent many years as a professor of the
Blology Department at Ginling Colleges During the month of January the necessary re-
pairs were made, and several weeks after the second term started, the girls were ready
to move ine In a few days there were curtains at the w1ndows, and the lights were

softened by colored snades.

The furniture of the house has been colleseted from various places on the
cempus, with a few pieces added, such as an upholstered sofa, two comfortahle chairs
and o grass rug for the living rooms Some of the girls brought pictures, vases, and
various articles of their own to moke the house look attractives

The senior class in Home Economics was divided, by lot, into four groups,
each group to live in the Practice House for one monthe They have worked out a
practical plan for family livinge Since there are four girls in each group, and the
group stays for four weeks, cuch girl is given an opportunity to teke the part for one
week of father, mother, daughter, and son, respectivelys The duties of the father
are to meke the budget, pay the bills, arrange for repairs, etc. The mother must go
to market, learn to select nutritious foods at roasonable prices, within the budget;
plan ‘and cook the meals; and perform tho duties that are usually assumed by the mother
of a home, The daughter assistes the mother in proeparing the meals, serves the meals,
and helps with the general houseworke The son must help with the housecleaning, take
care of the bathroom, garden, and so one The members of the class who are not resid-
ing in the Practice House are "ocusins" of the family and come in for differcnt events,

A youthful faculty member, living with the girls and supervising their work,
pleys tho part of the "gxandmothor" in the family! BEach week there is a dinmer party
to give practice in plunning and preparing meals for guests, :
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- The College 1s QOntinually'being requested to supply graduntes trained in
this Departments Requests oome from fany sources, and studénts who ohoose this field
will find many opportunities for useful servicei Among the possibilities are:
l i N ! . L y . : . ‘ . f ‘ .
1, HQspiﬁal;dieticiaas gnd nutrd tien specinlists in boarding sdhool and college
dormitory Kitohenss Ao

!
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2% g sefy Schools and Child Wéifdte Centerse In addition to institutional care
for children made destitute by the war, nursery schools are necded to care for
children whose mothers are business or professional women with full-time jobs,

hﬁnesé educators have begun to realize the importance of training in the
garly years for the proper dovelopment of personality, and much necded train-
ing of both children and parents is being done through Child Welfare Centerss

Extension work in homes through mothers' clubs, being estaoblished in cities
and villagese

Teaching of Home Reonomics in Middle Schools and Collegess

Research work in modern methods and tools for efficient housekeeping, in view
of the inereasing cost of [abor and The necsssity Tor reducing household
servantse

THE CHILD WELFARE CENTER

Ginling's Child Welfare Center, anm outgrowth of various community servioces
sponsored by Ginling since 1919, serves needy children in the area, and is a laboratory
for students in the Depurtments of Scciology and Home Economicse During the refugee
years, the work was successfully carried on in Chengtu with the help of subsidies from
United China Relief. ' -on return to Nenking, it was decided to continue this project,

‘using the former Comm:ity Center, just across “the street from the College gate. Es=-

sential pehabilitation of the building was subsidized by CNRRA, and United Service to
China has made a monthly grant for equipment and running expenses.,

The staff of paid workers at the Center is assisted by self-help students
working through the Student Relief Committee of United Service to China and students

from Ginling College and the University of Nanking who are teking Child Welfare ocourses

under the progrem of Joint Cooperation between these two institutions,

The children who attend the Center are selected by two case workers who call
at homes in the neighborhood and investigate the family status, health conditions, and
economic needs The Center serves children from the poorest families and children who
have only one parent who must work and is, therefore, unable to provide care for them

- during the day.

 The activities at the Child Welfare Center are designed to improve the whole
life of the children it serves, not only while they are at the Center, but, through
helping and teaching their parents, while they are at home. Therefore, its program
during the past hdlf* . yoar has been a broad one, and its plan for the future, even
broadere During the past term it has carried on wrk in five departments,

(1) child Welfare Service to Children from Six to Twelve Years 0lds 195 children

in this department have been served through classet in the Throe RIS, group activities

in rgereation tmd crafts, and through case workers who visit their homes and advise
their parents in matters of diet, health, and general training, These children ate
tend the Center from 8:30 to 12, and 1:30 to 5 otcloek, six days a weeks
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(2) In the Nursery School, from 8:30 to 6 o'elock, thirty children betweon the
ages of two and five have been given care, including lunoh and napse

(3) A Nutrition Program has been carried on since last July, with supplies fure
nished by CNRRA, Mﬁlk, cod-liver oil, and bread have been distributed daily to around
700 persons, including children up to twelve years old, pregnant womon, and nursing
mothers. ‘ :

(4) A Health Service has been available at the Center, where physical examinaw
tions have beén given to children under twelve yeurs old, pregnant women, and nursing
motherse Case workers visit the homes of the children to give advice and help in case
of illnesss The examinations have been given under the supervision of Dre Margarct
Emslie, who, until recently, was with UNRFA and came to tho Center twice each week,
She has recently returned to England, ond no provision has yet been made to continue
these examinationss Also in tho hoalth of fice, the Center had the services of a nurse
from the Maternity and Child Health Cormittes, supported by the British Red Cross,

(5) Emergency Relief has been carried on through the distribution of winter
clothes and other supplies contributed by CNRRA.

In addition to cxpanding these five departments of service during the spring
term, the Center plans to provide bathrooms which will be available to underprivileged
children, to provide trertment for scabies and similar communicable diseases; and %o
establish & reading roor, o play room, and a playground which will be open to all the
children in the neighlurhoods In order to carry out this progreamn, more adequate space,
both indoor and outdoovr, will be needed, and more adeguate equipment required in the
medical office and in the play rooms and playgrounds. Playground equipment, toys, and
books are badly needed for the children, as well as materials for handierafts,

RURAL WORK

Ginling's rural work has been an important part of college life fof many
years, =nd the stress of the war years served only to strengbhen and develop the sehse
of responsibility and desire to serve that has motivated the rural program, . Soon
after the return to Nanking, investigations were made end a location soleoted for a
station where this work could be continuede Shwen Hwa Cheng, o town about 12 miles
from the College, seemed the most suitable place, and arrengements were made to rent
a large building from a widow who is much interested in the work. The necessary re=
pairs were made, essentisl furniture secured, and Ginling's Rural Station began its
program of service to the womcr and children in the ares. )

An important part of this program has been the distribution of food and milk
provided by CNRRA and the demonstration of the principles of child nutrition. So ef=-
ficiéutly has this feeding project been carried out that CNRRA conbinued to supply
milk after most other similar stations had beon closeds CNRRA has also provided
meterials for making winter clothing and asked the Ginling Rural Stetion to supervise
the making end distribution of the garments,

The Rural Service Station aects as an experimental station for the developing
and testing of rural wol:iare programs, and a laboratory in which Ginling College stu-
dents can learn by pr.. “cal experience, and e training school for rural welfare
workerse . Every effort .+ made Yo secure the cooperation of the village leaders in
projects that will co 'vibute to the convenience and efficiency of the community.
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VOCATIONAL PROGRAM FOR SENIORS

Under the Cheirmanship of Dr. Edwin Kwoh, the Placement Committee of Ginling
College planned & specitl program for graduwating seniors last springs At the first
meeting of a series, Prosident Wu Yi-fang talked to the seniorss She spoke on the .
proper attitude toward wiork necessary in a chaotic economic situation and the realities
that will confront the graduates as thoy go out to seek jobse

At the next meeting, arranged for those majoring in the Arts or particulaerly
interested in that field, Professor Liu Chiwhsflen, head of the Chinese Department at
the University of Nanking, stressed the fact that interest and an objective are the
prerequisites in this fielde Remuneration cennot be of primary impbritance, he saids
He also spoke on the proper attitude for this type of work and offercd some practical
tips on how to start a new job and on teaching methods in this works ’

At the meeting planned especially for those interested in Natural Science,
the speaker was Dr'e Ke Fs Yao, head of the Central Hospital in Nankings He said that
the four qualities of workers ih the sciences are honesty, patience, interest in the
advancement of knowledge, and services He encouraged the students to serve in the
villages rather than to crowd into the big cities.

A forum on the Social Sciences concludéd the progreme In his address,
Professor Chang Hungechung, hoad of the Welfare Department of the Ministry of Social
Affairs, distinguished between the concept of welfnre and that of relief, and stressed
the need for more development in general welfarc for the whole countrye Those train-
ing for work in the field of soclal sciences, he said, should have a broad and keen
‘knowledge of that field, should develop the ability to plan, orgmnize, ‘and write off=
fective reports, and should have practical knowledge and experiencee

The Seniors found the series of meetings very valusble in their plamning for
jobs after graduation,

COMMENCEMENT

The first graduation exercises since the College returned to the home campus
were held on June 29th, vhen 58 young women reoeived their diplomase The occasion was
marked by deep thankfulness that the period of exile is ended and by a sober realiza-
‘tion of the responsibilibies, national as well as personal, that must be faceds

Dre Yo Ce Yong, President of Soochow University, gave the address to the
graduates, and Bishop Y. Y. Tsu was the speaker at the baccalawreate services

THE Y;m AHEAD

Another academic year has just sparted. Again only a small percentage of the
hundreds of girls applying for admission could be accepted, and again meager and in-
adequate furnishings and equipment must serve though the rehabilitation program is
being pushed as rapidly as pessibles A number of faculty members end graduates have
recently arrived in America for study and all tell the same story of ereditable work
done under most difficult circumsztancese
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. Faculty Members whr .ave arrived in Aﬁerica_‘ during ‘Au'gust and September, 1947.

Drs Djeng Hsiang=-1:n - E’k&ry Baldvdn Coilegé, Staunton, Vae

Miss Dwdn Hsioh-gicn -~  San E"rtzmciééo Theolégicai Seminary, San Francisco, Calife
Miss Dzieng Sinwbao - Miéhigén Stote Co’llége, Bast Lansing, Mich.

’Miss Lin Pei~fen Smith College, Norr’cho.mtsrbon, Masse

Misg Pan Yao-'i__;.si'eﬁ - Teaéfhers Collegé, Colmﬁbiéi University, New York, N; Y.

Miss Swen Shu-tsuen Wellesley College, Wellesley, Mass,
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Dear Mrs. Bixon:

At last I have been able to secure from the Registrar's office

the statistics which you requested in your letber of September 8th.

I sent a few of the preliminary count to Mrs. Mills on September 15th
and again on September 19th and asked her to share them with you., I

am sorry. that we could not get these off to you earlier, but with the
-increase in registration and Dr. Chester's arriving so short a time
before the opening of College, the Registrar's office has been swamped.
Mrs. Shao has not yet been able to give me the figures on the distribu-
tion of students accordigg to provinces, nor by classes, sinhce she
says Dr. Chester must check their cmrds for requirements by the Ministry
of Education, etc. As sopn as these are awilable, I shall send them to
yOou, '

As far as general conditions go, they are, of course, much better
than they were last year in many respects. Last year the entire summer
was spent clearing the debris from the campus, making essentlal repairs
wherever possible, removing tatamil platforms in the dormitories, scouting
apd rearranging enough furniture to operate offices and living quarters,
and even getting the chore of transporting students, faculty, and dquip-
ment from Chengtu to Nanking. As the year wegt on, supplies that had
been ordered from abroad gradually came, the books that had been taken
from the library and sold to second-hand book shops were recovered in
part, (most of the more modern English books and many of the Chinese
books are gone forever) and although the card catalogue for the library
was lost entirely,the books have gradually beem put into some kind of
order, and the Ilibrary staff is now working hard to improve the catalog- =
ing further and also looking forward to the arrival of the trained librarian
that is to come to improve the system still further.

i e b i it T o e 5

-+ As you know, one blg improvement is that the students are now sleep-
ing beds instead of on the floor as they did for the first eight months
of last year. However, 1In rogms that were originally designed to house
two girls, we now have four, using double decker beds. During the past
summer, we have managed to have two small study tables and four chairs
placed in each room, and a cabinet in which each girl has one drawer,
one small shelf, and together there is a very small space for hanging
thelir dresses., . It may be interpresed as a blessing that they will have
to wear thelr coats Persistently in the absence of any heat during the
winter, for there is not room to hang them in these cabinets. But they
were made as large as the space would allow and the available money could
provide, All this tucked in these small rooms does not give much walking .
space for even one person. ©So(these conditions put Ginling College right
in the front line with other colleges and universities throughout the :
world that seem to be overflowing with young people who seem to hope to
find some answers to a perplexing world through educationg) Ordinarily
some students who are admitted do not comeé because they mdke their deci- :
glon after receiving returns from several entrance examinationg they
have trled. Naturally, their decision 1s dependent upon comparative J‘
fees, locatiom, family influence, etc, But this year, our estimate was A
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apparently too conservatlve, and a larger number accepted admission than we
anticipated. Consequently, in addition to having four girls in each room,

we have enclosed some of the porches on the dormitories, and housed the over-
flow there. In our faculty house, what was formerly two falrly long rooms
(one a guest room, the other used for storage) became six rooms by partition-
ing them, and are now occupied by faculty members. Needless to say, they are
a bare minimum in both space and furnishings.

Through the summer a good deal of work was done to preserve the struc-
ture of the buildings. Throughout the early spring, the roofs of seven of
the large buildings were repaired and painted, and now the woodwork has been
painted and the window and door casings have been painted to preserve them
against weather conditions. Yesterday I was talklng with a new freshman--

a very alert and entuslastic student from Shanghal. Fortunately, for me, she
speaks good English, so we could talk easily. ©She asked me if I had any
magazines with colored pictures, and explained that she would like to have
something to brighten the wallg of her room when the grey winter days come.
I told her we were aware that dhe walls were depressing and wished that we
could afford to paint them. The walls themselves are good sand finish, but
during the occupationg they were all smoked black and we have not been able
to do more than wash them, which leaves them a cold, dull, grey. As we
talked, I wondered what was in her mind, so I asked her if she knew why we
had painted the outside instead of the inside. She sald she supposed it was
‘so that the buildings would look nice when the guests came. So I explained
to her the importance of preserving the buildings against the weather and
hope that she will pass the word along.

Mrs. Mills has suggested several times that she would like some plctures
of the chemistry laboratories to follow up the picture showing distilled o
water being made with a charcoal brazier. The other day I took this matter R
up with Dr. Wu Mao-I and learned that the same conditiom still prevails, amnd = !
that the distilled water will be coming by the same process for gquite a
while, However, the physics department did get some equipment during the
summer , for which they are very happy. Last year they went through the entire
year with no experiments whatever. Perhaps one of these days Mr. Swen will
be able to come over and take some pictures of that equipment in action.
The Home Economics department got some sewing machines from CNRRA and have
succeeded in getting some of them in repair, only to find out that the bobbins
did not fit, 8o they are scouting and borrowing here and there to supply
bobbins until for the time being.

Yesterday, a réepresentative of UNRRA, Miss O'Donnell, came to inves-
tigate the development of the canning project. Last spring, through another
of thelr representatives, Mrs. Weaver, our interested was enlisted in this
idea of securing from UNRRA some of the materials and equipment they have
for canning. One of our young instructors, Miss Hwang Yen-hwa, went to
Shanghai for several weeks to take the course given for instructors in this
work. We applied through CNRRA and secured a quonset hut to house this
project. Miss 0'Donnell explained yesterday that the equipment--cans, pres-
sure cookers, thermometers, and all other equlpment would not be sent out
from the UNRRA office in Shanghai until more blanks were filled out and
other information collected from and through the Ministry of Agriculture
who plans to take over the future of this whole canning project. So we are
following the instructions and awaiting developments. The quonset hut has
not been put up yet, but will be when the engineer from UNRRA in Shanghai
grrives to gifé advice and assistance. All these things take much more time
in China to execute than to discuss, and all the inter-relationships slow
down the process. This equipment was offered and accepted with the intention
of providing opportunity for our Home Economics students to learn homecanning
processes, and also to provide opportunity for them to teach these processes 4
to people in the neighborhood and to give these people an opportunity to pre- -
serve whatever foodstuffs they may have from time to time. //f/ﬁ




Naturally, we are always happy when visitors 1n Nanking include
Gififling in their visit, and they usually do. Within the last several
weeks we have had quite a number of distinguished visitors. Mrs. Frederick
Bohn Fisher (Welthy Hansinger Fisher) came one day to vigit the campus,
have lunch with Dr., Wu, and speak to the students at Chapel. ©She has been
travelling in China, and is on her way to Manila, Singapore and Bankok, to
work in the interests of the Co-Operative Movement.

On September 22, the International Woman's Club of Nanking had its
first meeting dn, our Music Building, Over 100 members and guests came to
enjoy the program and tea. Madame Chiang Kal-Shek was the speaker. She
suggested that the Club set as 1ts aim an opportunity for the women of
all nationalities in Nanking to learn to know one another better and to
" learn something of the real culture of China, so that when they return to
their respective countries they may not be pseudo-suthorities on Chinese
culture, but real interpreters of China to other peoples. Her stay on the
campus was very brief, but we were happy that she could come. (Sorry=--no pictureg

Mr. John D, Rockefeller III came to visit up on September 20th. He had
a 45 minute conference with Dr. Wu, and took half an hour to look around the
campus. He expressed his enthusiasm for the beauty of our campus, and he
saw a good deal of the interiors where we are obviously less well equippd.

. Yesterday, we had the the pleasure of a visit with the nine delegates
to the World's Y.W.C.A., Council Meeting who were visiting in Nanking for two
days. In this group were

Miss Van Asch van Wijck, World's YWCA President, Netherlands

Miss W. van Stoetwegen, Netherlands

Miss A, L. Fransz, Indonesia

Miss K. Lind, Denmark

Mlle M. Barot, France

Miss H. Zarnack, Germany

Mrs. Klaskova, Czechoslovakia

Mrs. Weyman, Canada

Miss Emma Kaufman, Canada v
Miss Van Asch van Wijck spoke to the students and faculty at Chapel, Then
Dr. Wu entertained these ladies and some of the faculty members at lunch, and
everyone got a great deal of pleasure and information from that opportunity
for fellowship and exchange of ideas. The good Chinese food was, of course,
not a small part of the pleasure.

Dr. Wu has already written to Mrs. Mills about Mrs. New8s visit on the
campus and doubtless Mrs. Mills has shared that news with you. We are looking
forward to Mrs. New's return late in October with Mrs. Ellls L., Phillips, who
is vigiting in China now. They are planning to have a conference with deans
in various colleges and principals of middle schools. Mrs., Phillips will be
a guest on the campus during this conference, She will come again in November
to be the speaker at our Founders' Day ceremony --scheduled for November 9th.
She is combining this visit with the Celebration of the Methodist Centennial.

We have been very happy to have some of the Ginling pamphlets that were
published in the spring to give to these visitors, and shall appreciate 1t
if you will send us a similar supply of pamphlets that may be printed later.
Paper and printing are so expensive here that we have not had any pamphlets
or bulletinds printed in Fnglish since the war., If you can spare 50 copies,
we will find good use for them.

If I can get a few plctures finished, I'11 enclose them and ask you to
share them with Mrs, Mills. At any rate, I shall semd this along now, with

regrets that it has mot come to you wooner. ?

gincerely,
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Ginling College
Nanking

Oct, 1, 1947

liss Natalie Hanekmeyer
Public Helations ‘

United Service to China, Inc,
316 Thibet lioad

Shanghai

Dear Miss Hankemeyer:

I hope you do not think that we have deliberately
ignored your letter of September 12th to Dr, Wu. When it arrived,
our halls were swarming with students who were getting registered,
The Hegistrar's office was short of help for a time during those
days, and I have been able to get the statistics you requested
Just nows I hope they will not be too late for your news story,
and feel sure that they will be interesting to you even though
they sre late., I am sorry I cannot send you the statistics by
classes, or by geographical location. We will have .those facts
later. OCur Dean of Studies, Dr, Chester, was on furlough last
yeary, and returned only a few days before the College opened,

She has not had timé yet todieck the cards for credits md re-

- Quirements by the Ministry of Education, so the classification
by classes is not yet complete. 1 shall send them to you laber
if you wish,

1 think the statistics will indicate the answers Lo
your first two guestions. As for the religion, we do not have any

courses in religion in our curriculum at present, However, you will
be interested to know that we do have daily chapel that is voluntary.
While it is not as well attended &s we might hope for, we are told
by many guests who have visited the various colleges and universities
that the proportion of our student body aitending is good compared
with their observations in some of the other institutions. Our
religious committes is already at work to plan new programs that
will, we hope, enlist the interest and co-operation of the students
to an even greater extent, : '

As to Wertime Handicaps, the Uollege will doubtless
feel the effects of these for a number of years to come., As you know,
the campus was occupied by the Headquarters of the Japanese Garrison

- Uormander during the war, md the abuse that the interiors of the
buildings suffered will not be overcome without considerable time and
expense, We are thankful for the improvement s we have beensble to-
make since a year ago when the College opened under pretty discourag-
ing conditions. During the past spring and summer, we hxve vepaived: i
the roofs of seven large building:. and painted the woodwork and dodr
and window frames in order Lo preserve them against the weather. So
externally, the campus appears to be in quite good condition. A&lso,

during the past summer, we purchased a minimum of wicker furniture fgr‘J_;j

the social rooms in the student dormitories, provided essential fur-
niture for the students' rooms, removed the Japanese tatami platforms
and sliding doors in the infirmary and wade a few repairs there, and .
have started eome repatrs on the athletic field,




You will be able to guess from the large increase in en-
rollment that our dormitory space is full to capacity and overflowing.
The rooms were planned for a maximum of two girls, but now each is
housing four students, using double-decker beds. Two study tables and
four chairs, and a cabinet which provides each girl with one drawer,
one shelf, ud a single small space for them to hang their coatsand
dresses occupy most of the remaining space, and there is almost no
space left for the girls to ¢circulate in their rooms. Naturally,
there still was fiotenough space for all, so we have enclosed some of
the porches on t he dormitories and have housed the overflow there.
When you know thait the highest prewar enrollment on this campus was
259, you will know that the dormitories are really crowded,

Such an increase instudents, of course, means an in-
crease in teachers, and housing space for them is definitely an
acute problem at Ginling., For example, in the South Hill House,
which you know, two long rooms on the first floor have become six
rooms &nchouse abddithonals faculty. Formerly, one was used as a store
roon and the other a guest rodm, Many teachers have offered their
services in exchange for a place to live, but there is no space to
offer, The interiors of all buildings are in need of repair and decora-
tion, but we cannot attempt that yet,

One of our greatest losses on the campus wagbhe heating
system. ALl pipes and radiators were removed and we are not looking
forward to another wintsr without heat in dormitories and classrooms,
The gas plant was destroyed with the same thoroughness, a great loss
to the Science Uepartment. Their laboratory equipment was completely
destroyed, and while some has been replaced, it is stili quite scanty.
Part of the trouble has been shortage of that equipment abroad too,
and part to transportation. For examplz, several boxes containing
material that was ordered a year ago last April arrived on the campus
a few weeks ago, and maps which were given to Dr. Liu En-lan for the
Geography Pepartment during her visit in America last year were sent
inthe spring but have not reached the campus yet. Shortages of text-
books in most classes handicap the work, and the library is far below
its prewar standard., We are glad to have received some physics equip-
ment during the summer because classeswent through t he entire year
~ last year without a single experiment.

One real loss was the furnishings of the Social Hall. What
was once a room famous for its beauty is now only an empty shell.,
Until we can undertake the replacement of the 1 6r and furniture, we
have partitioned the room, using part of it for physical education
classeswhich cannot be accommodalted in t he Gymna51um, and the other
part for a reception room for the students to receive callers. 1t is
completely inappropriate and unsatisfactory for the latter purpose in
its present state, but we have no other place, :

All these big problems of reconstructicnand repair are
so congpicuous that we do not often mention in such a questionnaire,
but daily are aware of many items which are by no means unimportant but
are temporérily neglected because of other problems, such as repair of
- secure locks on windows and doors, etc. A problem that is very pressont
but not within our present control is the electric system-totally
inadegquate for providing satisfactory light for studying either in
dormitories or in the library. The water system is not satisfactory,
but both these latter problems are connected with the city supply, and
therefore only partiyally within our power to improve if and when we can
afford it.




TEACHING STAFF: As is true in any College, sizes of
classes are uneven. Some are satisfactory in size; others are too
large for effective teaching; still others could be larger if more
students elected the courses, As you know, the requirements of t he
Ministry of Education are quite rigid, and the College does not always
have the freedom it might desire to add op drop courses at the situa-
tions demand, Yor example, the Registrar tells me we have added this
year three courses: MHistory of Modern Chinese Literature, Semantics
(reguired by the Ministry for Chinese majors) and Chinese Historical
Geography (required by the Ministry for History mejors). We have
dropped six courses, principally because of- a shortage of qualified
teachers, . ! -

A number of our staff have returned after-a year of
regular furlough or study abroad. This year, in addition to Dr. C, I,
lung, who was awarded a U.5.8, fellowship, Miss Pan Yao~-tgien, the
ABCCC scholarship,and Miss Fva D, Spicer, Professor of History, who
is in England oh regular furlough, we huave@ five other faculty members
studying in Americoen scholarships awarded by Smith College, Wellesley;
and other collefies and universities. All of these teachers were cut off
from outside cdntacts during the war, end are both worthy of and in need
of this opportunity for refresher work e .

1

In mentioning t he new courses above, I should have men-
tioned the large increase in enrollment in the 2 yr. short course in
Physical Hducation. There is & real need for trained teachers in o
physical educationvork for middle schools, and every year the reguests’
forsiradustes:s b work far exceeds our ability to fill them. So. .

1ave a large number of students enrolling in this class,

TUITION: We do have a. number of-scholarships .available ‘
to students, Foupr full ' scholarships have been granted by the inter- . .-
rytional stvuslent relief committes, The Shanghai Commercial Bank A
oifered.one scholarship. We also have the Lily Wuon Ho Scholarships, o
Miscellaneous gifts from friern into a scholarship fund -
that is handled by our st rhidips ¢ om gartbel Wu.says: that o
approximately 20% of our ol ' él"ébhdlarship nelps
No doubt, other students eeade Bt could well use some assistance, - Six
of our students are receiving elfare Scholarships through the Child
Welfare Committee qm : , . C

The Uollege and the Community: Here our two main projects
* ere the Child Welfare Center located near the College which does an
excellent work in serving homes iu the neighborhood, and women andiv - e
childrenyrho come to the certer for medical care, ¢ lasses for the 3
children and the nursery schodl for little ones whose mothers work,
Through this station, CNRRA has distributed clothing and milks At _
our Hural Service Station at Shwen Hwa Cheng, an excellent work is being
done to serve the Compunity, A miik feeding station was run all last
year for children and nursing mothers. Literacy clacses and claeses
in sewing and nutrition are held for the women when they are free to come
bétweenthardesbiperiods.  Classes for the children are also held, and
it is hoped that, after a new building now under construction is finished,
~ thix Station will become a real community center, EE




This seems to have become avery length response to your v
- letter. 1 hope it is not to late te be of some use to you. Of course
you know we will be happy to have you come to Yinling whenever you can
and see some of our work here. Flease let us know if we can help you
with other information. :

Sincerely,

‘sd, Helen Plaum
Yecretary to Dr. Wu

‘ ' Octe 1, 1947
Earollment Statistics, Sept. 29, 1947
: 0ld Students . 231
New Freshman Students - 166
Special P. B, Students - lst year 28
Transfer Students 8
Special Students (new) S

A o a2

Total 437

Enrollment by Departments

No. of Majors in ‘ .

Department of Fall, 1946 Fall, 1947

Chinese , 18 25

English 53 75

History ‘ 25 28

Musiec 2, 20

Physical Education ' [ 7

Seciology 83 - 98

Biology , YR 19

‘Chemistry 33 ‘ 37

Home Hmonomics L5 LO

Geography : 9 7

Pre-medical 18 ; 28

Pre-nursing : 2 -10

Special Phys. lIduc, . 14 10 (second year)
4] [{] ] ‘ ~ 28 (first 1 )

- ‘ 341 437 '

Fees _ Fall, 1946 Spring, 194 7Fall, 1947

Tuition - § 120,000 $150,000 550,000

~Dormitesy ' 30,000 . 30,000 150,000

Library ‘ 10,000 20,000 50,000

Medical Fee 5,000 .. 5,000 30,000

Physical Educ. 3,000 3,000 30,000

Incidental - 20,000 20,000 150,000

Lte and waten 20,000 40,000 50,000

- Total $ 208,000 268,000 1,010,000

#Board . $ 131,000 - 240,000 600,000

Matriculation fee for new students 100,000 200,000

Tuition for Special P. #, Students - , 450,000

#*Contrary to the customs of some colleges and universities, Ginling

accepts a fee for béryd which the students understand to be subject

to increase or refund, depending upon price changes duriig the term.




Ginling College
Nanking, China
October 21, 1947

Dr. Robert J, lelfallen
Mrs., We Blumer Mills
Mr. Charlew He Corbett
Mr. Ce Ao Evans

Dear Friends:

' As this mabter ooncerns all of you in ome way or another, I am taking the
liberty of addressing this letter to you all,

Rather against my own judgment, I have taken over the work of the treasurer
of Glnling Cdllege again, I am still hoping that someone among their own feculbty will
be found wheo can menage the details of this office, but for this year at least I am in
charge of that office, It has been worked out so I shall go to their cempus only
twice a weeok, but we are in touch by telephoxe wvery morning, and for enything important
they cen always come to my office at the University.

One of the first things to land on my desk was the adjustment of salaries for
the Western staff members. The formula that I worked out in Chengtu had outlived its
usefulness snd was abandoned in June 1947, Since then they have been "guessing" at a
salary resulting in some murmuring espeeially among the recent arrivals on the faculty.

As far as I know there has been no reversal or cancellation of the authoriza-
*blon given to ms while we were in Chengbu to fix field salaries according to heed here,
end working on that basis, we have deelded to revert to the former practice of paying
all Western salaries according to the amount designated by the Board in New York, using
the exchange of the date we pay salaries. I hope everyone will counsider this is fair
enough slthough it does not give a total income that is quite as hig;h as the Chinese
faculty member of the seme rank when consideration is given for rice and food allow-
ances.

In order to compensate for this difference end at the same time to meet
persomal needs, we wish to recommend that each Wesbern staff mewmber shall have the
privilege of buying US$240 (US$20 per month) at the official rate of exchange or
12,000:1, When it is time to make deposits against this privilege, I will let Mr.
Evans have the list.

May I call %o your attention that the official salary for any faculty member
under Ginling College is fixed at US$B64 per year or US$72 per momth. To the best of
my knowledge there has been no action cheanging this figure. I admit it is long over-
due for some change, but until it is definktely echemged by committee action, it seems
‘o me that we have no cholce except to abide by this figure. The fisld treasurer was
authorized to make necessary changes to permit people to have a living wege out here,

but other than that, I do not believe there should be any change.

All of vhieh leads to this == whoever made the contract with Miss Helen Plaum
upset owr equilibrium in no uncertain terms when they stated her salary would be
US%90 per month. Fortunately the next sentence redeems the situation a trifle, but it
is not easy to adjust and I have not solved it as yeb. Please do not reply that it
is difficult to secure people to come to China at a salary of US§72 per month -- then
get busy end have it changed officially, but be very sure that one Ginling College
staff member is not sent to China on a salary that is different than all the rest.
There are ten women at Ginling College now on the Wesbtern salary basis end it is im-

. 'portant that they should feel happy about their living allowances. A% best it is hard




- From Miss Priest ; D= , - Oetober 21, 1947

to mmse‘, these days. LI will let you Jmow at some future date the outcome with Miss
Plaum = she is very firm at this date, but I have not made a definite Proposal yet,
an trying to gather together emough smmunition to attempt to break down her barriers.

.- This brings me to the point thak it seems to me the time has come when the
United Board should meke a careful study of all allowances snd salaries paid to the
Western sbdff and adopt a schedule that will apply to everyone considered at this time
as missionaries under the United Boardj that is, these staff members supported directly
by the institution and not by Mission Boards. For meny years the basic salary for
‘Ginling College has been US§864, for the University of Nanking US$960, and I presume
for other institutions some other emounts Porhaps local conditions will warrant some
differences, but a general ruling should be made to meet this need. You must have a
- commitbes on personnel - &t seems to me they should make a very careful study of this
problem, and determine a fair salary and treatment for all Western staff members. It
- should take inbo consideration pensions, medical care, vacation allowances, oubfit and
re-outfit ‘allowences, and all other items to meke the salary and allowanses of the
United Board comparable to a Mission Board. I would like to have & statement sent to
every person employed by the institutions so they would know exaetly the status of their
services ) . ) N

, You may all be too busy with the campaign to pay any abttention to this letber,
but plesse do mot file it away. It can wglt until a later date for a reply, but I beg
of you not to ignore it. ’

Sine erely yours,

Elsie M. Priest
Treasurer




GINLING COLLEGE
Nanking, China
December 4, 1947

Mrs. W, Ps Mills
United Board for Christian Colleges in China
150 Fifth Avenue
New York 11, N.Y.

Dear Mrs.Mills:

Annual Meeting of the Board of Directors, I am enclosing a copy of the
minutes of the Amual Meeting of the Board of Directors, held on November 8the It was
& very good meeting, well attendeds. We wore heppy to have several visitors - Miss
Pearl Fosnot of West China Union Universitys Mrs. S. M. Chu, a former faculty member;
Dre Ren Cho, Class of 1919; and Mrs, Daisy Wu, Class of 1921,

FPaculty Program, Dr, Chester will be writing you in regard to the faculty
needs for 1948-49 and will ask for your help in securing candidates to fill the
vacancies,

Finencess We are very heppy that the jear of 1946-47 closed without & def'i-
city  The Board appreciated especially the additional grant of US$5000 from the Meth-
odist Boards I saw lfiss Robinson before she went to Foochows She will be coming soon
to Nenking, and we shall hand to her the official letter of appreciations :

In regard to the budget for the first term of 1947-48, we had fully hoped to
have a balanced budget, but U.S«Cs has not been able to send us the monthly appropria-
tions. They have sent nothing beyond part of the appropriation for August, md Mr, :
Lovejoy has written to Miss Priest that no more funds can be expected from U.S.Ce I
realize how Dr. McMullen and the whole staff of the United Board have been working
hard to raise the goal of US$600,000 to tide over the interval before A+O.A, will be
able to funotion and to have raised money for distribution., I do hope that you have
been successful, and that it will-be possible for some appropriation to be made in the
near futures : ,

It wes not possible, under the present sconomic conditions, to prepere a
budget for the spring term of this year, However, at the spring meeting of the Board
last June, it was voted that the College should proceed to continue through this year
with the same program as last year, and, if funds from UeSsCe and the Associated Boards
should not cover the expenses, the Finance Committee would seek ways and means to make
up the shortage.

Miss Priest will be writing you in regard to the request to the United Board
to make a careful study end some uniform regulations for salaries, allowences, and
furlough periods for the western members of the faculty. Of course, this refers to
those members invited through our Board of Founders and not the missionary staff ap-
pointed by the Mission Boards,

Joint Cempaign. I have already reported fully to Dr, McMullen about how the
-Joint Campaign was starteds I am glad now to be able to tell you that the Campaign
Committee for the Nanking-Shanghai area has been active to raise the goal of S
CN$6,000,000,000 - the amount assigned to this ares, I attended the recent meeting
held November 25th in Shanghai, and we are hoping to reach the goale The big disad-
vantege is the fast depreciation of the Chinese currency. By the time the money is
raised, it will not have the value that we had planned. '

Building Needss The Fasulty Executive Committee gave very thorough cone-
sideration to the urgent building needs of the Colleges We first considered the need
of faculty residencess There are quite a number of families erowded into one wooden




, From Dre Wu Yi-fang B - " December 4, 1947
v
house left by the Japanese, Rurthermore, other families have been put into ﬁhe aparte-
ments which were originally planned for the senior women who are now living in the
faculty dormitories. Bubt also there is the need for a student dormitory. Not only
are all the rooms in the student dormitories crowded with 4 students in each room, but
around 20 students are still living on the porches, When we look ahead to September
1948, we know there will surely be more than 440, the enrollment we have now, Con-
sidering all the factors, the Executive Committee decided to recommend to the Board
the building of a simple but substantial student dormitorys It is being built back of
the quadrangle of dormitoriess It took some time to decide upon the most satisfactory
site, We finally decided to locate it toward the western boundary, back of the in-
firmarys It will face south, and the rooms are so arranged that there will be only a
few students' rooms with north windows onlys Because of the rapid change in money
values, bullders move rapidly these days, and the building is well under wey« The cost
of this building is to be covered by our share in the Joint Campaign. ’

- Practice School. The record in the minutes explains the situation and the .
need for thorough consideration as to how to provide adequate building facilities for
the Practice School, and, at the same time, not to interfere with the College work.
Miss Chen Yu~djen has been suffering for a few weeks with water on the knee and has
not been able to get arounds, The Board Committee on Practice School has not met yet.
T will report to you later after they do have a meeting,

Retirement Plans The need for the retirement system for the Chinese Staff
‘became necessary when Nrs., S. F. Tsen wished to retires The Executive Committee of
the Board preépared a temporary plan in 1940 in Chengbu; but, in order to have a proper’
plen, I have tried to get information from the various Christien Universities and other
organizations about their planss The roplies have been either thet they have ho plan
or that they too are just worlking at one and want to get a copy of ours after we have
adopted ones When the Board gave consideration to the temporary plan, they decided to
continue it in the same form for the present. Mrs. Tsen has given invaluable service
to the College, There is still much work, particularly in the rehabilitation, which
she can do for the College. So when she left, to go to her home in Hankow last October,
we hated to eonsider that as the beginning of effective retirement for hers So we ot
have invited her to return after a few months' rest, which she deserved after two full
years of hard work without any vacatione This is why no special minutes were recorded’
as our expression of appreciation to here Now that we are building this new dormitory,
we need her help all the more; end I have not heard from her yet, but am hoping she
will consent to return for the rest of the present school year,

B e v

Rehebilitations There arc definite items of work which must be attended to
next springe Since we wish to have careful eqtlmates on these items, I cannot send

the list to you Just yet.

Founders' Day. We were fortunate this year in having beautiful weather for
our celebration. Lveryone enjoyed the various activities. The alumnae had a good
meeting in the afternoon, and there was a fine reproventatlon of alumnae and their
husbands, Board members, snd faculty at the dinner that was served in the gymnasiums
All but four classes had representatives to answer the class roll edll. The program
in the Auditorium was emusing and everyone enjoyed its, It depicted the College in the
years 1917, 1927, 1937, and 1947, and rominded us that our growth has certainly not
been uneventful. Some alumnac of the classes of 1927 and 1987 did the scenes for
those years, giving them an air of authenticitye

The Founders! Day service on Sunday morning wes well attended. As usual,
the seniors were proud to be wearing their caps and gowns for.the first time, and the
procession of the whole student body was dignified and impressives. Bishop Fred P.
Corson gave a splendid address on the qualities which Christian education must provide

if it is to be effective in the world todaya
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. Partly as an outgrowth of his address, and partly because we ourselves have
~ been concerned about such questions, we have started a series of discussion groups for
- the facultye 'They have been well ettended and the discussion has provided many with
en. opportunity to make oriticisms erd sz ggestions. How best to procesd within our
- limited powers and resources to provide for our students effective training for leaderw=
-ship is the challenging problem we are trying to face. I wish to assure all of the
members of our Board of. Founders and of the United Board that we are deeply grateful -
. to them for their sympathetic understending of our diffioulties and their continued

'A'sj the Christmas season épprdaches, I wish to ei’;tendx to all of ydu irﬂty best |
wishes for all the joys and blessings of Christmas. Let us hope that the coming year
- will bring to the world the wisdom it needs to solve some of “its perplexing problemsy

Very éinéerely yours, -

T Yiefang
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Ginling College
Nenking, China
: November 18, 1947

”F} Dear Friend: '
e . As Christmas nears I want to send you a brief bulletin of general hews from
this part of the world. Now that China figures prominently in papers abroad] you may
know more of what is happenihg than I dos For instance, & friend wrote me late in
feptember, sympathizing with us in the tense situation whén the Nanking city gates
were closed each night, as part of the martial law regime, due to he proximity of the
€ommunists, and I hadn't even heard of it. :

China's new Constitution is causing a good deal of diséussion,'and also the
approaching eleetions. We are fiflding that demoeracy isn't achieved in a year or twos
The civil war drags on, with no decisive action, but 60% of the national income goelk
to the wor, ond reconstruction is held upe. In the capital we still have bad roads;
and too little being done for civic improvement. The government has passed a low aime
ing at curbing extravagance in food - no one in a restaurant can order more than six
dishes of' food, that is, .a rather simple meal; however, "there are ways of clircumvent<
ing such an order ~ for instance, the four cold dishes of meat and pickles preceding
any feast are now put on one plate} Roads are being made, but slowlys. The roadbed
Trom Nenking to Wuhwm, 50 miles away, is being laid, and we hope for train service early
in the new year, At Ginling we have some resl conveniences; & man from the Shanghai
and Commercial Bank comes five afternoons a week to do business for staff and students,
and also to sell train tickets; each afternoon a Post Office bus comes for half an
hour, ond then one can send off letbters, telegrams and small parcelss Our messenger
boy goes out on his biecycle twice a day, and takes messages, buys materials, and so
saves faculty much times Telephones are now installed in dormitories and main build-
ings, but the service is not good, because of poor materials. RElectric light sand

(:?water are o problem, too, there being too little of boths

o

Ginling is running more smoothly than a year ago. Equipment is several de-
grees better, there is more furniture, snd books are arriving in good time by parcel
posts A visiting librarian from Swarthmore College is advising the thirteen Christien
Colleges how to improve the libraries, We have had generous gifts from UNRRA and
CNRRA: army blankets, tinned milk for the Hursery School, a quonset hut for a canning
project, three bicycles. This morning the business office is measuring off black cot-
ton material for servants! gowns, a gift from CNRRA. )

Outwardly Ginling looks almost normal ~ the lawns are better, trees have
been trimmed, the playing field is leveled, one tennis court has appeared, and we have
o small show of chrysanthemums (28 varieties)e The tile roofs have been repaired at .
the cost of ten millions a roof,and paint has brightened window frames and doorwayse.
Little has been done inside except to £ill up holes in walls and floors, and the
general effect is wery drabs A visiter this week thought the twelvesbed Infirmory
locked cheeriest of all becouse it has been whitewashed and painted, A gift of ten
willions came at Founders! Day for re-equipping the Infirmary, the gift coming from
the original donors of the buildinge The golden gingko and the bright candle-~berry
have been particularly beautiful this fall., When groups were trying to arrange trans-
portation to places famous for their fall coloring, someone said, "You don't need to
leave the Ginling campuse This is loveliest of ally"

)

Nanking is busy with building, and Ginling is building toos The reason is,
"If you have cash on hand, put it into materials, for tomorrow it will only buy three-
quarters as mucha" To complete our campus plan we need a big tenth building, a stu-
lont dormitory in the colorful style of our other buildings, We can't afford this now
so we are building a new dormitory in grey brick, putting it back of the mein plant

so that the original design will not be spoileds The building site is a busy spote
The huge logs are being sawn into lumber in the old primitive way = the log propped




X

¢

ooy

hY 3 ) . | ) . g

73

9 Lo . : e . : o
,%dFrom»Florence Kirk , c e ' November 18, 1947

,up securely, and two men laboriously sawing the boards. An out-of-doors kitchen sup-
“plies food to the workmen, e ‘ S ,
, , This year we have begun a Counseling Service wnder Mrse New!s able leaderw
shipsy AS & result of the work of the Religious Committee, chapels are better attended
and there are more Christian Fellowship groupse. Here is the census of religious in- ' .
terests of the totel student body of 440, 176 are Protestants, 3 are Romen Catholics,
.1 is a Buddhist, 3 are Mohammedans, 2 are Hindus, and 225 have no religious affilia-
“ione The two Hindus are the daughters of the Indian Ambassador, girls who promote
setter understanding between India and China by their charm and active participation
in college activitiess We have five'American girls who take courses given in English,
Uopartmental clubs are active, five in Englishe We have just had a Song Book printed,
Our- students have done well in recent oratory and physical education contestss

We are very mroud of the work being done at our Rural Service Station, 12
miles from Nenking., The modern age is reaching that small towm in the form of regular
movies once a month (given by the Audio-Visual Bducation Department of the University
of Nenking), parents' associations,interest in vitamins, more comfortable clothing for
children, and more education for girlse. The Ginling Home Economics Department has
done & plece of extension work in cooperating in a six weeks' Nursery Workers! Course,
attended by more than 50 workers from a dozen institutions for children, )

- Students aregofteﬁ 11l at ease when they think of the umcertain political
situations Last Thursday our students declared a one-day strike, in sympathy wi th the

Hangehew student who died in prison after being arrested by the police for supposedly
Communistic works The students Peel frustrated and unhappy, and we can't do very much.

f ~~%to help them solve these big problemse - -

T
i

a—
#

e

The shifting exchange and rising prices leave us breathlesse - We lose all
sense of proportion about vhat is a reasonable or what is an exorbitant. price, My
salary is now several millions a month.,  Bggs cost $2,00Q -8ach, rubber-soled shoes’
$400,000, & second-class ticket to Shanghai (about 200 miles) $112 »000, bamboo paper
$60 a sheets The College gets the "open market" rate, about $58,000 Chinese dollars
to U«Sa$l; so, in gold, the prices are not highs The tragedy comes when the white-.
collar job people have a more or less stable income, and prices go sky-rocketing,

All good Wishes to you for a very Happy Christmas, and a most satisfying’
Wow Years I have had good intentions of writing frequently, but correspondence is
often neglected in our busy campus life, ' :

‘Sincerely, -~

Florence A. Kirk
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TS FROM GINLING'S RURAL SERVICE STATION AT SHNEN HWA CHENG

'

"Don't let my sister lose this opportunity to study"

The women in Shwen Hwa Cheng are very enthusiastic about wanting to study.

‘This term there are 64 girls and women attending the reading class every afternoon,
Some of them come from villages about five-1i (2 miles) aways ‘

Here is a story about why a mother wanted her daughter to study.” Two weeks
after the class had started, a mother one day came with a young girl, appealing to us
to let her daughter emter the class, She told us that her elder daughter had married
end left home with her husband, A few days before she had returned, and complained
bitterly because she felt so ashamed of her illiteracy. The daughter said to her
mother, "You have made a mistake in not sonding me to study. Now you must not let my
zister lose the opportunity of studying." We sgreed to take her in,

Six weeks later the mother came to see us, very pleased at the progress her
younger daughter had made, Though she had studied only a few weeks she could write
simple wordse She could read some of the words on the calendar hanging on the wall,
and could distinguish the daysg of the week, Finally the mother said smilingly, "We

- who haxe not studied cannot read anything on the calendar, It is good for a girl to
study, : : ‘

This month, May, is the beginning of the busy season, The farmers want to

cut the wheat, and plow the fields to plant the rice seed, Some women want to work

.. in the field,and some prepare the food for the loborers who now eat five times a day,

v The women's class closed on May 5, end we had special closing exercises. The local
leaders and parents of the ssudents were invited., Altogether about 160 persons were
presents The program consisted of the following: folk dancing by the girls; a short
speech by the local governor; +the distribution of certificates to 25 girls who have
studied two terms, sealed by the county govermment; an exhibition of hendwork, such
as diary, writing books, etc., 'The parents were very happy to see what their daughters
or daughters-in-law had learned at school, and the guests were surprised at the prog-
ress made, ' The girls themselves were delighted to get the certificates and to have
their friends and relatives rejoice with them,

- The Girls' Handwork Club

Some girls who do mnot have to work in the field wanted to continue to study
after the olass closed. So we organized a Handwork Club for thems In this they are
taught cross-stitch, embroidery, plain sewing and readings Wo hope that they will be
able to sell their finished articles and so their work will help their economic situge
tion. Twelve girls have Joined the Club, .

A Nursery School Is Started

During the busy season, the mothers want o work in tho field, The children
who have no person to take care of them play on the street or in the field., Some
babies are locked in a room in the houses One day a girl about four years old, whose
~ parents went out to the field to, work, fell into a ponds Fortunately she was noticed
g;ﬁby one of the neighbors, and pulled out snd saved, '

y
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This illustrated the need of o nursery school in the busy season, We or-
ganized a Nursery School for 32 children, two to five years old. Our limited space

{{3+ cannot serve any more children. Because we want to train the young girls to serve the

community, we chose four of them %o help with the small children, Every day when the
children come, the girls wash their hends and facess The teacher leads them in singe
ing, gemes, tells them stories, and lets them play outsides They are very happy,
Twice a week a doctor or nurse from the hospital comes to help in the health work,

We Buy Some Land at Shwen Hwa Cheng

Well, the land has been bought for our Rural Service Stations It has taken
woeks of time to achieve this, conferences, discussions, ete,, but finally we have the
signed contract in our hands. It is not a private transaction, but it seemz that most
of the little community is linked up with it in some way or other, This is clear from
the Contract itself,

The persons who meke this contract of land for building are Chang Ta Shang
and his nephew,Kia ,eeu0as. They belong to Shang Liang County and live .in the first
district of Shwen Hwa Cheng, South Streect, second Puo, fourth ,es.,es Now for the
right purpose of using this land, they are willing to sell their inherited property,
a plece of building land in Shwen Hwa Cheng, South Street, the second pao, the third
sessss, located on the eest side, and looking to the weste The length of this land
from front to back is 110 feet, according to the wooden Chinese rule, and 70 feet in
widthe The eastern side is towards the road; at the south side is the Li family's
building; the west is on the street, and the north fages the Liu's family dwelling,
The location of the four sides is written down very clearly, The seller and buyer
are in agreement, through the work of the middleoman. The land is measured and written
down on this paper, Then this land is sold to Ginling College, the representative of
the College, Dr, Wu Yi-fang, From now on, the land belongs to the College forever,

The price of the land has been agreed on by the two sides - three million
dollarss The money is given without any discount, and the contract is written down
without any misteke, From now on, the owner has the right to use the land as he
pleases; whether he makes it higher or lower, plants trees or builds on it, no one
has the right to intervene. Every brick and stone on the land is sold entirely, If
any kinsman or relative ralses problems, or tries to sell it again and so causes
trouble, the old owner must take respomsibility; +this is no business of the new owner,
The owner must report to the govermment and pay taxes ascording to the laws No more
money will be asked, nor trouble cauged, nor any more words,

This is the wi tness of the conbract forevers

Note: This land was inherited from tho ancestor's property. The old con-
tract, which was lost during the wartime, has no value, if found,

Signed by the following: 3 relatives of the owner; 6 middlemen as Wite ,
nesses; representative of the Seoond Pao; former local governor; a Christian of the
community; representative in the county; head of the Pao Chang and another. Kins-
men of the owner, on the mother's sides 3 neighbors; vice local governor. Head of
the Chang lO=-family group; 3 Christians, Head of the merchant organization; 2
gentry; head of the farmers! orpanization; neighbors of the Rural Station in its
rented location, Secretary of the local govermment, Phoebe Ho, representing Ginling,
> Tsll Yu-dji, representing the Rural Service staff, The local governor; Secrebary of
the Local Government,
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Ginling College Students Serve the Rural People at Shwen Hwa Cheng
in the Summer Vacation, 1947

. This was the first summer that the Ginling College students went out to
Shwen Hwa Cheng for practice work, It seemed something very new to thems Their first
impression was how much the people had suffered from the warp they could see many '
buildings destroyed, or partly ruined, Then they had to adjust to the new environ--
ments The chief trouble was the mosquitoes during.the night. Although we used DDT,
it was little helps Sometimes centipedes and gnakes came in the bedrooms at night.
This frightened the girls very much, but the comnunity people looked upon these things
as very commone The people told us that old buildings had snakes, of course; a
snake was a family god, and would bless the Pamily. PFortunately no one was bitten,

One night when Djang Ming-yen was going to bed, she found a five-foot snake
moving along at the walle From the outer room I heard the girls shoutinge When I
ran inside, there were all the girls stending on chairs or tables and calling for
helpsy I told them not to be afraide " YCome downi" I urged. Many people sleeping in
the streets heard the noise and came bringing poles, They said we must not kill a
family gode A little later they discovered o big centipede undér a box, and killed
it. They they found another, then four or five on desks. The girls moved to the next
room to sleepe ”

One afternoon, going to the kitehen to prepare food, our servant girl said
to us, "A few days ago I saw two snekes over the doorway«" One of our students
heard this and ran away in frights UNow before going through a doorway, she always
looks aboves

Because of our limited space, we allowed only five girls to come to us in
the country: two, Home Beconomiecs majors; two, Sociclogy majors: one, history majore
Four will be Seniors in the fall, and one a Junior. Their work lasted from July 10th
to August 20the We emphasized childrents work for the following reasonse The people
of the district were very busy all summers, The women worked in the field from early
morning until dark, picking weeds from the bean crop, working the water wheels to
water the rice fields, or cutting fuel on the hills, There was no one to look after
the children in this busy time, and the primary school in the town was closed for the
summer vacations The big children were busy helping their parents, but the small
ones just played on the strectss

The following projects were oarried out by our students:

I, The Nursery. School and Mothers! Meetings The Nursery School, which had
been started in May was continuedj two Ginling students, Miss Chang and Miss Tsl, ree
placing the regular teachers vho were on vacations These students had had Child
Welfare Training courses, so were fitted for this worke Thirty-two children came
every morning, aged two to fives In the hot weather many of the children wore no
clothess This did not seem good, so we got some cloth from CNRRA. Then we called a
Mothers! Meeting, inviting the mothers of these children to come, We showed them some
new patterns of children's clothes, these patterns prepared by Miss Chang and Miss
Tsll, and some patterns brought with us from Szechwans Two children were asked to put
on these clothes, to display them to the mothers, and Miss Chang explained the good
points of the patterns: their nice appesrance, coolness,and comfort, made with little
cloth, and easily sewed, Then we ennounced that some vhite cotton with red spots was

& to be given by CNRRA; each child might have enmough for two garments, but the mothers

must come end make the garments for theiy own children, They were very surprised to
hear this good news, The next afternoon the mothers came, eager to learn, A few
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. days later thefchildren weré(all wearing their new clothes, and came to school with

{ happy faces. : _ .

)F?’h\
W‘

. On Avgust 4th, we called the mothers together again to discuss with them the
- nutritive value of tomatoes and potatoes, We had learned that the people disliked
these vegetables, for they were new in the district, They were for sale in the market
. and we hoped to persuade them to eat these good vegetables. We prepared fresh tomatoes,
stewing them with a little sugar., Some thought they tasted good, but some did not like.
thems We hope they will learnm to eat them,

I+ Group Work for the Big Children. Three College students took the re-
sponsibility for this works Wissos Chang, Chu and YW, The daily program was games,
singing and folk dancinge On the closing day the parents and neighbors were invited,
Children told stories; 8 boys and girls gave a Sinkiang dance; some part songs were
sung, and at the end a play was given, These told what the children had been doing
every days  That day 160 persons came, Then we gave a report: 20 children hed at-
tended every day for five weeks; one boy, a fifth-grade‘pupil,‘had finished reading
thirty-six story books, and a seven-year-old had finished 24 story books. These two
boys received two notebooks each as a prizes The parents were happy to see what
progress their children had made, : ' - o

Tsth Yu~-dji

|-
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Other items of news of Shwen Hwa Cheng are that the new building is almost
completed and Hsiung Ya~na has arrived home., Miss Tst went to Shanghai to meet Miss
Hsiung, and the two friends arrived herc a fow days agos Miss Hsiung was eager to be
back at Shwen Hwa Cheng and waited hore only one day before goilhg back into +the
country, They wi 11l be here in Nenking again for the Founders! Day program this week-
ende Now the work ought to make still more progress, for Miss Hsiung, after her yeaw .
at Cornell, is full of enthusiasm and energyas She will be writing soon to tell her
impressions of wlat has been done during her absence, ’ : '

Florence A. Kirk
(For Ts# Yu-dji, Director)




GINLING COLLEGE
Nanking, China
December 4, 1947

Mrs, We Py Mills :

United Board for Christian Colleges in China
150 Fifth Avenue '

New York 11, N.Y.

Dear Mrs.Mills:

Annvel Meeting of the Board of Directors, I am enclosing a copy of the
minutes of the Armual Meeting of the Board of Directors, held on November 8th, It was
& very good meeting, well attendeds We were happy to have several visitors - Miss

- Pearl Fosnot of West Chins Union Universitys Mrs. S. Ms Chu, a former faculty member;
Dr. Ren Cho, Class of 1919; and Mrs, Daisy Wu, Class of 1921,

. Faculty Program, Dr. Chester will be writing you in regard to the faculty
needs for 1948-49 end will ask for your help in securing candidetes to fill the
vacancies, ' )

. Finances, We are very heppy that the jear of 1946-47 closed without a defi-
cits The Board appreciated especially the additional grent of US$5000 from the Meth-
odist Boards I saw Miss Robinson before she went to Foochow, She will be coming soon
to Nanking, and we shall hand to her the official letter of appreciations

. In regard to the budget for the first term of 1947-48, we had fully hoped to
have a balanced budget, but U.S.C. has not been able to send us the monthly appropria-
tionss They have sent nothing beyond part of the appropriation for August, end Mr. . -
Lovejoy has written to Miss Priest that no more funds can be expected from U.S.C. I
realize how Dr. MclMullen and the whole staff of the United Board have been working
hard to raise the goal of US$600,000 to tide over the interval before AeOvAs will be
able to function and to have raised money for distribution, I do hope that you have
been successful, and that it will be possible for some appropriation to be made in the
near futures

It was not possible, under the present economic conditions, to prepare a
budget for the spring term of this yeare However, at the spring meeting of the Board
last June, it was voted that the College should proceed to continue through this year
with the same program as last year, and, if funds from UsS.Cs and the Associated Boards
should not cover the expenses, the Finanee Committee would seek ways and means to make
up the shortage.

Miss Priest will be writing you in regard to the request to the United Board
to meke a careful study and some uniform regulations. for melaries, allowasnces, and ‘
furlough periods for the western members of the facultys Of course, this refers to
those members invited through our Board of Founders and not the missionary staff ap=
pointed by the Mission Boards, ‘

Joint Campaigne I have already reported fully to Dr, Mclullen about how the
Joint Campaign was starteds I am glad now to be able to tell you that the Campaign
Committee for the Nanking-Shanghai area has been active to raise the goal of '
CN$6,000,000,000 -~ the amount assigned to this area. I attended the recent meeting
held November 25th in Shanghai, and we are hoping to reamch the goals The big disad=
ventege 1is the fast depreciation of the Chinese currencys. By the time the money is
raised, it will not have the value that we had planned.

Building Needse The Faculty Executive COmmittee gave very thorough cone-
sideration to the urgent building needs of the Colleges We first considered the need
of faculty residences. There are quite a number of families crowded into one wooden
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house left by the Japanese, Furthermore, other families have been put into the apart-
ments which were originally planned for the senior women who are now living in the
faculty dormitories. But also there is the need for a student dormltory. Not only
are all the rooms in the student dormitories crowded with 4 students in.each room, but
around 20 students are still living on the porchess When we look ahead to September
1948, we know there will surely be more than 440, the enrollment we have now, Con-
siderlng all the factors, the Executive Comnlttee decided to recommend to the Board
the building of a simple but substential student dormitorys It is being built back of
the quadrangle of dormitories. It took some time to decide upon the most satlsfactory
site, We finally decided to locate it toward the western boundary, back of the in-
firmarys It will face south, and the rooms are so arranged that there will be only &
few students' rooms with north windows onlys Because of the rapid change in money
values, builders move repidly these days, and the building is well under waye The cost
of this building is %o be covered by our share in the Joint Campeaigne
<

Practice Schools The record in the minutes explains the situation and the
need for thorough consideration as to how to provide adequate building facilities for
the Practice School, and, at the same time, not to interfere with the College work,
Miss Chen Yu=~djen has been suffering for a few weeks with water on the knee and has
not been able to get arounds The Board Committee on Practice School has not met yeta
I will report to you later after they do have a meeting,

Retirement Plans The need for the retirement system for-the Chinese Staff
became necéssary when Mrs. S. F. Tsen wished to retires. The Executive Committee of
the Board pr epared a temporary plan in 1940 in Chengtu; but, in order to have a proper -
plan, I have tried to get information from the various Christian Universities and other
organizations about their planss The roplies have been either that they have ho plan

- or that they too are just working at one and want to get a copy of ours after we have

adopted ones When the Board gave consideration to the temporary plan, they decided %o
continue it in the same form for the presents, Mrs. Tsen has given invaluable service
to the College, There is still much work, particularly in the rehabilitation, which :
she can do for the College. So when she left, to go to her home in Hankow last October,
we hated to consider that as the beginning of effective retirement for her. So we

have invited her to return after a few months' rest, which she deserved after two full
years of hard work without any vacations This is why no special minutes were recorded :
as our expression of appreelation to hers. Now that we are buildifig this new dormitory,:
we need her help all the more; und I have not heard from her yet, but am hoping she
will consent to return for the rost of the present school years

~ Rehabilitations There arc definite items of work which must be attended to
next springe ©Since we wish to have careful estimates on these items, I cannot send
the list to you just yeta :

FPounders! Dayes We were fortunate this year in having beautiful weather for
our celebration. LEveryone énjoyed the various ectivities. The alumnae had a good
meeting in the afternocon, and there was a fine representation of alumnae and their
husbands, Board members, and faculty at the dinner that wes served in the gymnasium,
All but four classes had representatives to answer the class roll céall., The program
in the Auditorium was smusing and everyone enjoyed ite It depicted the College in the
years 1917, 1927, 1937, and 1947, and recminded us that our growth has certainly not
been uneventfuls Some alumnae of the classes of 1927 and 1987 did the scenes for
those years, giving thom an eir of authenticitye.

The Founders' Day service on Sunday morning wes well attended. As usual,
the seniors were proud to be wearing their caps and gowns for the first time, and the
procession of the whole student body was dignified end impressive. Bishop Fred P.
Corson gave a splendid address on the qualities which Christian education must provide
if it is to be effective in the world todaye
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- Partly as an outgrowth of his address, and partly because we ourselves have
been concerned about such questions, we have started a series of discussion groups for
the facultys They have been well attended and the discussion has provided meny with
an opportunity to make criticisms snd siggestions. How best to proceed within our
‘limited powers and resources to. provide for our students effective training for leaderw
ship is the challenging problem we are trying to faces I wish to assure all of the
‘members of our Board of Founders and of the United Bosrd that we are deeply grateful

to them for their sympathetic understanding of our difficulties and their continued
helpq ‘ . : v : ‘

: Ag the Christmas season approaches, I wish to extend to all of‘ybu my best
~wishes for all the joys and blessings of Christmes. Let us hope that the coming year
‘will bring to the world the wisdom it needs to solve some of its perplexing problemsq.

VeryAsincerely'yours,

Wu Yi-fang
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