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January 5, 1946
Miss Sallie Lou MacKinnon
150 Fifth Avenue
New York 11, N.Y.

Dear Miss MacKinnong

_ After our conversation the other afternmoon in your office, I gave more

thought to the question of cooperatlon between Ginling end Nenking, I found thet

I was unable to write fully where we’ could cooperate as I promised you. This ls
becuuse  ‘there are two different phases of cooperstion. One is simple, but the
other is more complicated. The first is in regerd to equipment and books - i% will
be easy to arrange for a common fund with which to buy the equipment for the ad=
venced courses, as well as the books., Individual faculty members from both institu-
tions cen arrange for the use of seme, The second phase is cooperation in the cur~
riculs offerings. It is not a mgtter of agreement between the administrators, but
rather depends upon the willing cooperetion of the individual professors. .It will
work much better if they are consulted first before smy plen is to be worked oub.

I am, therefore, not golng to write further on this matter,

In regard to the future development of Ginling as & college for women, I
would like to see it become a strong liberal college of arts and sciences. In the
aceademic program, we should plen to re-establish the Education Department. I don't
need to emphasize the importance of this department, since we all know that o large
proportion of our graduates go into teaching and the Christian middle schools look to
the colleges for the training of their teachers. The Practice School should be ex~
panded into a six=-year junior and senior middle school., In fact, Miss Vautrin and
I talked sbout this plan before the war and from my experience durlng the war years,
I am convinced more than ever of the importance of reaching the girls in the adoles-
cent age. I also feel it will be impossible %o find financiel suppor®t in China for
such a six-year middle school for girls., The college students who intend to go into
teaching can do their practice teaching in the school and the Education Department
can cerry on experiments there.

As for the other departments, we would like to strengthen the followings
English, Sociology, Music, Biology, Chemistry and Home Economics. In connection
with Sociology and the Home Econoemics Department, a Nursery School should be carried
on as we have done in Chengtu, Through this school we cen reach the homes, and we
can train the students in child welfare.

In addition to the regular curriculum, there should be extension work with
a three-fold purposes first, to serve different groups of people in the various
types of work; second, to train students in the practical application; third, to
develop working progrems through research and study.

As to the various types of extension programs, I wish to mention the fol-
lowings first, rural service station should be continued and the splendid experisence
we have gained in Szechwan cen help us %o establish new centers near Nanking and
extend the valuable service to the rural communities. At the same time, the staff
can continue in the various research studies they heve done and develop projects for
other groups to use in rurel service. Second, the neighborhood eenter near the col-
lege should be re-established in order to continue the memorable work done by Miss
Veutrin. ¥n fact, she had the desire to develop "folk schools" as those in Denmark,
for the underprivileged groups in China. As we look forward toward establishing a
real democratic govermment in Chine, the college should do its part in helping the

. common masses to become more intelligent citizens,
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With the splendid tradition we have had for the girls to serve their
neighbors, we should be sble to do more in this line for the community. Third, from
the Practice School and the Nursery, the staff can develop parent=teacher associations,
They ‘should try to reach the homes end secure the interost of the parents. Further-
more, under the leadership of the Ed@pation Department, help may be rendered to the
middle school teachers in the city., Fourth, as a college for women, we should par-
ticipate in women's activities in the commuity and in natiocnal women's movements,

For .instmnce, we still do not heve such an orgenization as the AAUW and yet we must
have thousends of college women in China already. If some of our faculty or I myself
could heve the time, we should initiate in the organization of the college women and

later to be affiliated with the international federsation,

Perhaps I could add here that I also wish to see the college develop into
the center of cooperation between international women leaders. To give a concrete
illustration, I have presented to Wellesley and to Smith the project of inviting
their faculty on sabbaticsl leave to spend a year in Ginling., Mrs. Horton expressed
ready support to this plan and she has already approved Miss Mary Treudley's taking
her sabbatical leave next year and teaching in Ginlinge. When conditions become more
settled in China, we should be able-to invite other outstanding women. to come and
give lectures for a shorter period, ' '

As & resident college, we should give much attention to the adequate

“development of student life on the cempus, both as individuals and in group living,
I do not need to say much because, as Mrs. Horton has so ably expressed it, it is
in the college for women where women leadership is developed. But in addition to
the usual extra-curricular sctivities, I would wish to develop a Department of Perw
sonnel Guidence. There has been so much research done in +this field and so much
experience geined in the different universities here in Americe that we can greatly
be benefited thereby. I would like, Pirst of all, to have counseling given to the
students end gradually, when we can secure enough staff, to start a training course
for the mature students to become student counselors in the middle schools, Mrs.,
New has given time to study in this special field and I have asked her to write out
her suggestions in regard to the possible development of this work in Ginling. I
am, therefore, not going to write further on it, except referring to the fact that
it will mean the implementation of our Christian emphasis of developing the whole
person in our schools, While this character building has been the goal all the time,
we should now try to make use of the technique developed recently, and this will,
also, mean the pioneering type of work in the educationsl institutions in China gnd
you know how this will be greatly valued because of the lack of attention to this
point in government schools,

Sincépely yours,

Yi-fang Wu
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. January 14, 1948

TO: Mr. Ballou /
Mr. Corbett
Mrs, Mills

FROM: Mr. Evans

The following cable has Just been recelved:

"BR49 ZV PE153/CASY  SHANGHAT 10 14/1 1340

EVANS 150 FIFTH AVE NYC
ARRIVED SAFELY WELL  WUYIFANG."
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On Januery 14, 1946, the following ceblegrem was
received from Shanghais

- "ARRIVED SAFELY WELL.  WUYIFANG"
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IMPRESSIONS OF GINLING IN NANKING - [j;j,

(Early in December Miss Ruth Chester, Dean of Studies at Ginling Collepge, . .
made a trip te Nanking and spent about ten deys there oarefully going over
the Ginling cempus and buildings. She sends this repert, whlch was neces-
sarily hastily written end which she feels is only e preliminary one., More
deteiled and accurate reperts and estimates will follow when there has been
opportunity for more thorough study of losses and rehabilitation requlrements.)

o

Buildings end Grounds

Exeept for the. regged and uncared for grass and roads, the external appear=
ance of the buildings and the campus is praotically as it was. There is no serious
loss of trees and the buildings look all right from the outside with the exception of
the three watech towers on the roofs of the resitation building, the practlce school
dormitory .and the new faculty house on the hill, The first of these is the only con-
spienous one, but it includes a cement stairway rumning up the middle of the tile roef,
and that will be difficult to removes We shall probably have to leave it there tom-
porarily even if wo don't like its looks. So far as we know now there is no importent
struetural repairing to be done to most of the buildings, but thore have not been any
heavy rains sinee our group moved in so we arg not quite suro about tho roofse. Iwo
small partitions in each of three dormitories have beon romoved and in one dormitory
many partitions have beoen removed ard others put in so that there will be guite a lot
cf work to be done on thats Walls in most of the buildings are badly marred where
wooden shelves were fastened in and the “tatami" or wooden beds of the Japaneses All
of these walls will have %o be patched and either white-washed or color-washeds The
faculty house, whieh had just been in use one year when the war came, is in very good
condition and except for a fow rooms, even the walls do not urgently nood attention.
Cork floors which we had in two buildings are pretty well ruined and in one or two
buildings the wooden floors are also pretty bad, but in most cases they are all right
for temporery uso' as they are, and later painting will be &ll they noeds The elabo-
retely painted ceilings in chapel and library esre still quite all right, but the
lower pert of the walls are badly solileds The biggest problem is the faculty house
which we left unfinished., They have finished it very roughly, and with an entirely
different plan from ours. We shall have to work out some sort of compromise, probebly,
between their plan and outs. They have left a good meny very large rooms, which we
cannot possibly use as they are, and walls and floors are very crude, so this building
will-take & lot of fixing to put it in shepee

Fixturos and Furnishings

Rediators hove been removed from all buildings, but a very large pert of
the interior heat pipes are still there, and practicslly all the waterpipes and plumb=-
ing. Bathrooms in the mew faculty house that we used one year are all intactes The
underground heat pipe leading to chapel and librery is still in place also, but the
furnace is gone, and noarly all the other smaller heaters aro gones In their place we
have three hot water stoves of theirs which we can probably sells Electric wiring ls
mostly intact and there is a good deal of extra wiring abouts Elcctrie fixtures are
in plaece in many buildings, but gonme from some, and bulbs were nearly all gonos The
buildings now in usc are conneeted with eity light end wator, and the light is much
better than in either Chungking or Chongtue Our own larger electric engine is gonse,
but’ the small one is there and not baedly damaged and can probably be sold. The gas
plant is all right except for the storage tanks and the large pipe conneeting tho
gonoratar and the tanks.

A very large part of our furniture is missing, though some is still here,
notably the chapel benches and the black and gold sereen on the platform, science
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looture hall seats, nearly all of the library tables and shelves, some faculty desks
and book cases and filing cabinetss In addition to our own, they have left us quite
-8.-16t of other desks, tables and cupboards end filing cases of various kinds, some
quite good and otherg very poor. .We shell be eble to equip & few classrooms tempo-
rarily, though very erudely, and elso have, enough tables for bielogy, physics and
goography laboratory use temporarilys There ig practically nothing for student
dormitory furnishings, very little for classrooms end almost nothing for feculty
residense furniture, so there will be a lot of furniture to bo procured, Chemistry
laboratory tables are all gone and are exXpensives :

Bquipment

We are in the process of gétting the librery books listed and thore is some
hope of finding some more. There may also be other things that can be found in tho
eity if we can get somcone who has time %o look for them, We have praectically no
equipmont for any of the seiencos and for music - only threo pianos end two of those -
arc poora

Additional Buildings

Most of those are of no uso to us, but they are saloable, and we are in the
process of selling them, The money &0 obtained will bo used for tho beginning of '
ropair worke Two or three of the buildings wo shall probably keep temporarily,
though they are very ugly, Iwo quite largo buildings, with no ilmmer portitions, havg
fairly good wooden floors and ceilings und double walls and tile roofs. These can
be used, with the addition of partitions and some windows, for dormitories, class-
rooms or laboratories. One other will probably be kept for an overflow gymnasiume
On the debit side ere numerous toilets, washrooms and other things, made of cement,
which will be expensive %o remove end entiroly worthless.

Otker Things Left Here

There is a considerable amount of equipment, militery, semi-military and
ordinary, which they have lofts We are not yet quite sure whether wo can claim all
of it end sell it or not. The total emouynt of old iron end of wood is considoreble,
and will certeinly bring in some money, but it is herd to estimate how much, A very

_oxtensive dugout hes s lot of wood in it which we ere now in the process of sellings

Altogethor my feeling is thet things are better then I feared, but there
is & lot of work to be dome end s lot of money to be spent bofore we can move back,
evon if we use a good meny temporary mokeshifts, I forgot to mention thet the baso-
ments of two buildings, scilence and central building, have several feet of water in
them, which we are trying to get removed as soon as possibles, The besutiful shell
sercens which used to be in the Central Building are all gonce

Work Being Done on the Campus

A girls' Middle School was opened in October which hes 140 students scabt-
tered into tho six elessos of the junior and senior middle school. There are 33
seniors, who all say they want to enter Ginling next fall. About 60 live in the col-
loge and the rest are day studentse They are a nice-looking group of girls and the
spirit of the school secms excellents The prineipal is Miss Blanche Wiu of our Biology
Department, Ginling 1923 " 8he is working very hard with the sdministration and also




P e S e

PR,

T

. dmpressions of Ginling in Nanking o

teaching, and is very anxious-to have a good school, She is busy all day with the
meny details of administration, which are increased by tho lack of proper equipment
and the confusion all around,.and then she works late at night correcting BEnglish
paperse The dean is Mrs. Lo Wu.Shuh-chin, -Ginling 1933, Her husband has not yet o
roturned to Nanking and she is living o6n the campus with her twin boys whom she also
teaches in her spare timoe The dean of studentg or dean of discipline is Mrs, Chen
RBwang Li-ming, who in normal times is the head of our Physical Educstion Depertments

As she is st present acting as tho principal of the Ming Deh girls school (Presbyto~

rian), she is very busy end only gives a little time to the suporvision of this work,
most of whith is done by one of our younger gradustes, Lung Siang-wen, 1942, Her
history is a rather interesting ome. She entered Ginling in cur temporary Shanghal
unit in the spring of 1938 and went with the group from there to Chengtue After two
yoears in Chengtu, as a P,E. major $he returned to Shenghei end finished there with
the Pef. unit which we continued in Shanghai after the rest had moved, While in
Chongtu, she had beon under Christian influonce, but hed not becomo e Christian,
dJust after her return to Shanghei, in some ' speclal revival mectings, she became a
Christian and after graduation she spent threo years studying for Christian work in
a newly organized school in Shanghaie Now she is here at Ginling assisting the dean
of students, doing teaching end religious work with this group of middle school girlsa
There were only sbout 10 Christians in the whole group to stert with, but more and
more of them are coming to evening prayer meetings in the dormitory and are signify-
ing their desire to become Christianse I have not had timc to got into it all well
enough to judge how permanent and how valuable this worlr will be, but thero is

~certainly great esrnestness and enthusiasm ond an eagerness to do real Christvian

work, which is all too uncommon these dayse

Ginling Alumnae in Nenking

There are, I think, now 13 alumnae living in Nanking, but the figures will
be out of dete before I finish writing probably, ws more and more are coming all the
times One of these is sick and has been in the hospital for months, so that leaves
12 who are or might be doing sctive worke, OF these 6, or 50% are giving full time,
and most of them more thean full time, to one or more of the Christian Girls' Schools
that have been reopened here this falle All six hold importarnt administrative posiw
tions in addition %o teaching. Blanche Wu is prineipal of the Ginling School, and
Hweng Li-ming of Ming Deh, Ginling's dean is Wu Shuh-chin, 1933, Ming Deh's is Wu
Hao-chin, 1943 or 1944, end the Christien Girls' 3chool (Disciples) is Swen Bro-hwae
At tho Ginling school Hwang Li-ming and Lung Saing-won bogether do tho work of the
deen of students. Six of the 9 most importent positions in these three schools are .
held by Ginling girls, who also do quite a good deal of teachings Wel Siu=-djen, 1923,
is teaching in the boys' middle school and Wen Tung~gon, 1940, has just been sent
down hore by Central University (government) to teach in tho tomporary moke-up uni-
versity they are opening here nowe So 2/3 of the alumnae now here are doing full-
time teaching or other school work, Chon Won~yao has been for several years with
the Now Life Movement in Chungking and has Just moved dovmn here to continue that _
works Wang Ying-an, 1936, is working undor CNRRA and has just been transferred from:
Chungking herees Tang Ihewen was formerly working with the US ONI and hopes to return
to that work whon they move their new USIS main officc here, She has recently come
here with her husband end is not working yet, Djou Gwei-1i, 1942, has also Just come
with her husband end is not yet sottled in her new home, She is a music major and
hes done some teaching, but was forced to flee as & refugee over and over in Hunan,
50 has not done much yets She hopos to start some teaching hore a little lator.

This brief statement gives a crossesection of one group of alumnce and shows some=-
thing of the varilety of their work, Most of those have promised to write an account
of their work in the war years, but I thought this summory might be a good supplomente
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Thers is much here that is discouraging end very difficult, but I beliqvq_‘.‘"
the trough has beon passed and that there are real signs of new life and a new spirit
in Nanking, which will help to build a new society bettor than the olde . o

Ori the whole the physical condition of Ginling is better than. I feared,
in particular as rogards the buildingse Furniture end ogquipment is almost negligible
in comparison with the needs and it.will take s great deal of money at. present prices
to do even the most urgent nocessities. A very rough estimate for furniture for -
dormitories, faculty and classrooms, which I made today, came %o NC$ 100,000, 000, or
roughly $100,000 in U.S. currencye. This is based on minimum needs end the use of
much vory poor temporary meterials = I : E

Ruth M. Chester
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Ginling College, Chengtu, China
February 10, 1946

Dear Friend,

The great event of recent months was the Peace, accompanied in China
not by a golden age of serenity and prosperity, but with serious internal
disturbances. After the first amezement came the thought to thousands in West
Chine, "Now we cen go home!" That going home is still not realized for 95% of
the refugees, since transportation is agonizingly slow and expensive. The nom=
inal b oat ticket from Chungking to Shanghai is $150,000, but the actual cost,
black market, or what you will, is more nearly half a million dollars. Few boats
are operating yet; some have been destroyed by bombs, and others diverted to
Indian Ocean routes are not yet- back.

Iwo weeks ago & boat started off from Chengtu loaded with freight for
the University of Nanking and Ginling. After a fow days' trip down this small
river, the boatmen were to tie up and wait until the Chine New Year season
(Pebruary 2-17) had passed. Between here and Chungking the cargo is to be trans-
ferred to a larger type boat which will make the trip to Nanking. The hazards are
great: shoals at low water; bandits at one or two points in an area which falls
between the control of two officials; strong currents in the Yangtze Gorges where
five boats have gone down in a month or two - the river current alters its coursse,
and the famed pilots of this region have lost their cunning after a holiday of
six to eight years. As a result it w ould have cost millions to insure the cargo,
so that had to be dispensed w ith. I sent off my sister's trunks, left here when
she went to India by plane in 1942, and insured these with Lloyd's, but the policy
does not cover the two parts of the route where so many wrecks have ocourred
We shall be relieved to to know that the boat has safely reached Hankow.

The departure of this boat made me feel that we might actually get
moving this spring. In order to allow time for transporting our 300-400
students and faculty, to avoid the heat with its danger from cholera, and the too
low waters on the Yangtze, we have telescoped our work since September, lopping
two weeks off the first semester, two weeks off our three-weeks'! mid~semester vace
ation, and six weeks from the spring semester. We de not pretend that this is a
good educational policy, but we look upon it as post-war emergency. We finish
classes on April 15, and hope that somehowwe shall be moved and settled down in
Nenking by September. Shall we go by boat from Chengtu to Nanking? By bus from
Chengtu to Chungking and then by boat? Is it possible to0 go by the North route =-
Paochi by bus, then take the train to Peiping (200 miles of the line is out of
repair) ‘and  south to Neanking? Who knows? To-morrow our president, Dr.Wa
Yi-fang, is expected back from her protracted stay in Americe, a nd then we
expect we shall know more about conditions. The students for the most pa rt will
pay for their transportation , but they would find it impossible to secure
passage on their own initiative.

Our Dean of Studies, Dr. Ruth Chester, visited the Nanking campus in
December. As she entered the main drive, it seemed to her that the buildings
looked remarkably normal. Her thought was, "Whet a pity that I have to return to
Chengtu again. I'd like to stay here." After a visit of ten days the problems
of the situation changed her thought to, "What a relief to be on the West China
campus!" She leughynely says she'd like ta wake up ebout next Christmas when the
niglitmare of moving - s%e hopes - will be over.




For more than three years the Nanking campus was the Headquarters of the
Japanese military. Little of our interior construction pleased them, it would seem,
for their general plan of procedure was to put partitions in every large room, and
rip out the walls between small rooms. They left behind as mementoes of their ocoe=
pancy: two ugly concrete watch-towers which add nothing of beauty to the roofs
which they adorn; huge Japanese-style bathtubs in all the dormitories; many squat
buildings used as stables, store-rooms, ete. +thousands of horseshoes; more slectric
wiring than they took away. Only two radia tors escaped their depredations, and
three piesnos - the latter, we expect, contributing to the sesthetic pleasure of the
officers!

That the buildings were not destroyed is most fortunate. The grass we
took pride in is no more, but that is a small matter. Some of our faculty members
who were in Nanking when the turnover came in June, 1942, are keeping an eye on the
campus. Mrs. Tsen, the first R.N. of China, and now over seventy, is a gallant
figure, trying to get things in shape for our "home=coming? In her letter last
week she is full of regret: "I am sorry to say that the College cannot be the same
as nine years ago. lioney is the question...maybe it will not be ready when you
people come back, but when you want very much to come back, I think you will not
mind at all." Half our library hes been bought back from second~hand stores.

Nanking its elf is just "awakening" from its lethargy. People are poor,
unprepared for the sudden inflation; craftsmen are scarce, end building materials
almost unobtainsble; fuel is expensive; roads in disrepair. A fairly good daily
train service links Nanking and Shanghai.

Life here in comparison, seens almost luxurious. We feel guilty when we
read of the strict rationing in England, for we have sbundance of fresh fruit -
oranges now - eggs, and fresh vepgetables all the year round. We really live very
comfortably in spite of inflation. However, 70% of my salary goes just for food.
Figures, perhaps, mean little, especially when exchenge rates vary frequently, but
you may be interested in some prices: we spent $4,700 for the Christmas goose;
rice is $3,400 a bushel ($2 gold, as compared with fifty cents before the war);
rickshaw fare into the city is $250~$300, as compared with six cents before the war.
(U.S. 20-30 ¢ as compared with two cents). Eggs ab $60 each are cheap and also
postage = $150 for the first unit air-mail to North Americe. We carry bundles of
money, but the $1,000 and $2,000 bills are a convenience. Last summer I managed &
month's holiday in the hills about thirty miles from Chengtu.

. :
Some signs of the times? We are getting accustomed to the right-hand
drive in China; the G.I's have departed from this area, with the exception of a-
bout a dozen; magezines are beginning to trickle in; we are promised that the
Middle of March we shell have better light service - perhaps, then the Saturday
Night Club can meet on Saturday, and not bo shoved off to some night with lights;
there are most interesting exhibits of Chinese painting, jede, Tibetan things;
the "Messiah" was given at Christmes with an all-Chinese choir - and it was voted
the best ever done here. You will be able to tell how far behind we are when 1
tell you that " A Song to Remember" hes just boen here at the movies, and we have
one Neon-light sign. The progressive modern Chinese theatrical group has left for
Shanghai; the R.A.F. Training School leaves early in March. Students like to have
clesses on the grass in sunny weather; plum and jasmin ere in bloom.

I am much cheered by the letters which have come in response to my most
inadequete general letter more then a year ago. I hope I shall have more in the
near future with news of w hat you are doing. The Peace must have brought its
own problems and relief from anxiety to you, and I'd enjoy hearing about them.

With all good wishes,

Sincerely,
/s/  Florence A. Kirk




SACERPYS FROM A LETTER FROM I, WO Y1 PARG To MRE MILLS

Dated: February 135, 1048 W

Imprassions of Nenking. T did not write after T got to Hanking beosuse

1 bad not mick ©0 add vo what Dre Chester roporteds The oaly thing X
wiah %0 re-smphasize ls thet from my closer survey of the buildings end
the conbinued inorease in prices, it 1s obviows thet dhe coshs or ropairs
and resboration will be very large. Just thig aftsrnoon we ook up thisg
question of repairs in owr fesulty execubive commitbes and denided Yo
sbart on the minium and cesenviel ibous st oncee We shall use whebevey
funde %las Priest hew aveibable now snd we m v osven borrow from the andowe
mont funds relssd by the alummae in order bo mest such necaraary ropalrs
a8 goon as popuible. Wo shell nlse need o sbart ripght sway on some of
the most urgently nesded furniture.

Purchase of Ue Se Army ﬁmimm AfGer a wask in Hemiing I veturned te
hanghel for Lo meeting of the emecutive committes of tho N, CuCe, Jame
28=3le  Afbor thet I gave Yims %o consider the posglblility of buylog Ued.
Army surplus supplios and equipmente I alad saw the (hinsse offieisl in
charge of enemy property to ses if we uen regclein say of our soattored
squipment in Hankinge

Baturn to Naniines I resghed Uhungleing on Saturday, Febe 9th and spent
Sondsy oalling on various people in charge of trensportetion down the
rivere The genersl plen ig %o heve the rofugee eolleges stort smoving in
May , but beosuse of the limited shlpping and the large mabar of studonbs
and facultypo be trensported, it will take gualbs & fow mopths Yo finteh
the jobs On Pebrusry 2%4h, thers will he a reeting in Chungling, and
bo decids on u schedule for the various institubionss We hops by then
%o have an approximsbe date for whem the eollege will be eble Lo movas.
Reagntly, 1t hes been suggested, both by aubhorities in Chunpking, snd
alsc by people here in Changtu, that 1% mey be hotber for ab loagh pars
or our group 4o ro by bus 4o Baoe04 snd thon asross and dosn by braine
This route has already bewen used, end o Shrough Lioket cen ba parchased
though there iz one svetlon whare the train gorvioe 18 broken and bus o
connectlons are necessory,

My Flenge Persomelly, I had axpooted Lo sty in Chengtu until we go dovn
Gogethors llowever, the PePuC. will moot sgain in March in Chungkl g and
Yhe seorebary-general sspevinlly urged me to abtiend and bo help in the
presiding. There will be importent Guastlions Lo disouss For whioh 4%
will be a help to have a presiding offlear who iz ddsinterestsod mnd & none
perty members The only thing I fesr iz that T may not be abls Lo ssospe
from being inoluded in the total of 180 from the PoP,le who are 5o atbend
the Conetitutlonal Assembly on Moy Bth inm Nanking.

While in Chungking, several friends told me sush sn s s ing
speoulation whioh was hosrd once laeh f£ell snd arain regomtly, that T was
suggasted as u candidete for Mimlster of Bducstiond I congider it enusing
because T knaw, thet not only does 1% not inberest e in the lssst, bub
also there mast be too many people eager for this pesitionm to make any
gerions consideration of my nawme dlkelye

Chengbug I an very happy 60 be baok and to find the faculty and atudents
‘Y?f%iw WELy pood health on the wholee Thars hawve heen cases of 1linesy » but




ot anybhing very soriouge Frices sre neturally mueh higher than at the
time I loft Chengtu lest springe The ugoertein element im the whole
situation is when and how the povernment Ls golng %o stabilize the oxe
shange retes 1 certalnly wes smezed how fesh money goes, im the thousands
durdng the fow wasks since I have oome baoke

- With appreciation snd best wishes " |
' Hosh sincswsly yours,

Tiwfang W | ‘

The Alumnae in Chengbu ralsed 12 million dollars and in Uhangledng 4 million
odlord, oy delinitely sxuounced the fund for endowment; thet is why the
oollege could only borrow it 4 noongeary. Bub Borms bave pot been sethlaed,

elther to have the sum borrowed turned into gold when uped, and withouk
Interest or with interest ag it is now in the benks The Alummne in chargs
end 1 ghall give careful ponsidersiion and we shell elso comsult Mise Priesh
belore meking a fimal decision. ‘ ' .

The extent of loss of eguipment and of demepe bo bulldings 1g cortalinly
maoh more ln Ginling then in the University, This is only natural when
ow* bulldings were used by the militery and tholirs es o University under
the Wang Reglwe and now under the Mimistery of %dwosbions
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Excerpt from Letter to Mr. C. A. Bvans
April 7th, 1946

From Ginling College in Chengtu

" As I write 52 people with-all their boxes and bundles are lined up
outside this building waiting for the trucks to start them on their way.
They were supposed to start early but ome truck has some thing wrong - so they
had to send it back. tonight and will be
Our

five hundred million, and alth
have not come. I am having a
the entire group.,

s/ Blsie M. Parish




Ginling College
Chengtu, China
April 12, 1946

Mrs Charles H, Corbett
160 Pifth Avenue
New York 11, N.Y.

Dear Mre. Corbebh:

Last evening I was reading over many sets of minutes from New York
and 1 found one paragraph in Appendix A of the Minutes of the Executive Come
mittee of the Executive Committee of the Associated Boards of December 10th
which I would like to make a comment one This appendix is on the findings of
the Planning Committee in their meeting of December lst, 1945. Paragreph 7 on
page 1 reads as follows:

"$here should be intimate coordination of facilities and educational
programs, if not astual uniem, of the twe imstitutions in Nanking
(The University of Nanking and Ginling College) and the two insti=
tutions at Foochow (Fukien Christiasn University and Hwa Nen College)
so that in each center there will be a single Christian University."

It seems to me there is a contradiction within this paragraph and elso
between it and the recommendations of the Planning Committee in May 1945. The
last oleuse "so that there will be a singleé Christian University" definitely means
union snd yet in the beginning of the sentence it says "intimate coordinationee..
if not actual union" which seems to leave the question of union opene In the sotion
of May 1945 the recommendation wes that there should be“meximum coordination of
their facilities and educational programs" and that consideration be given to the
suggestion of the British Planning Committee to a "scheme on the Oxford or Toronto
model whereby Nanking and Ginling might form one university in which each college
would appoint its own faculty, control its own finances and make its distinctive
contribution to the University". This is a very different plan from the one pro-
posed by the Chinese Planning Commission so it does not seem accurate to spesk of
these two as being in "complete agreement"™. Furthermore, if I recall correctly,
at the meeting of the Planning Committee on December lst it was understood that
whatever Judgment was expressed on the report of the Council of Hjgher Education
it would exclude the questions relating to women's education pending the recom=
mendations of the special Commission on Women's Education. In fact on page 2,
under III, 2 it is recorded thet there is a"divergence betwsen the recommendations
of the Commission in China and our own report on only two important matters", ome
of which is the provisionm for higher education for women. I am therefore writing
to call attention to the discrepancy which I feel calls for the deletion of
paragraph 7 of Appendix 4, or at least its revision.

L am worry to be writing now sbout something which happened last
December. If 1 Had read it soon after my arrival in Chemgtu I could have done
this many weeks ago. However it seems to me important enough to have some
corrections made before these findings are printed or further quotede

With best wishes to you and your wife, I em
Sincerely yours,

Yiefang Wu




Nenking, April 13, 1946 [

e

Dear Friendsg

I am hearing stories every day that ought to be written down and perhaps &
good way to get it done is to sit down and repeat. I did not get to see either
Searle Bates'or Ruth Chester's report, so I may be repeating what has elready been
written end if so please delete,

Yesterday was a memorsble dey. At noon I had luncheon with Miss Tien,
Secretary of the Nurses Associations, The occasion wes to have us meet the president .
who has come to Nenking. She is here'also in connection with the Nursing Department
of the Nationel Institute of Health, Miss HsW Ai-chu, There were other interesting
womene Miss Hu Ten-wu, ‘who has the nursing education under the Ministry of Education,
Kathleen Yu, midwifery director, now with 8 schodl opened here., Three were Ginling
graduates, Dr. Tang Hen-chih, Djang Bao-Chiu end Li Shun~senge The lest two of ‘the
class of '36, now in nursing work, Here we were in the National Association Building
which has come -through mervelously well, stayed in her quarters onm
the second floor while she rented t 60 the J's. BShe insisted she must
stay there to look after the building and could not let them uge the rest of the
building because of the denger of fire., It had not been easy end she has suffered
much but her spirit is still jubilant, '

At ‘seven in the evening there was the family reunion for themselves and
friends of the Chens  snd the Hwangse. And what s gathering) Fifty were seated at
five tables, The opening was a service of praise. We sang No. 24 in the hymnal, My
Soul, Rejoice Thou in the Lord. Prayer was offered by David Yeng and a talk given
by Chen Yl-hwa and one other, Then, Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing and the bene-
diction by Pastor Bao. Father Chen looks old but is the sems age as Pastor Luh (Luh

Shin-ying's father) who is as sprigifly as ever, One table was seated with the "old
folks", four over 80 and three past 70. The children were all there with us. Han
Li-wu's two girls, Hweng Li-ming's three (two girls and o boy), en older sister's
deughter and her husband who is now o dector at Kulo, and one or two more., The two
old mothers are both looking very well,

You may know of the desth of Mrs. Luh which occurred lest yeare. She wes

- erossing o street when.she was thrown down by a cerriages The examination later did
not reveal any injury so it is thought the death was from shock. Her body was being
kept at Kulo Hospital when found there by Pastor Luh, the day following the accident,
He hed hunted on g snowy day to find trace of her. Four deaths in that femily in the
war years,

The Chens flew by plane to Nanking, Mary is still in the West looking after
the goods there, o

I wes out in the neighborhood today. Celled at the Hu (leundrymen's) home.
There are now fifteen in that femily, All the little folks ere as’ attractive as those
who have grown up. It is truly e remerkably able femily., They were forced to house
some of the J's, but kept & part for themselves. The J's put down a cement floor in
the east end where they lived, Mr. Hu has gone to visit in Kiukiang and Kuling
where he is seeing his femily end friends for the first time since he ceme to Nenking
18 years ago, The fence no longer extends around thet part of our property, but they
tell me that it does not metter ss they are protected by the police, They asked to
be remembered to Mrs. Thurstons Two of the girls are studying here, '

We then climbed the hill to see Lao Sheo's family, They, too, have three
little ones, The boy was having some difficulty with his kite and his father
streightened it out and soon had it seiling high. The little fellow danced all over




+ From Harriet Whitmer, Apr. 13,. 1946 ' -2

the cebbage patch with the greatest of glee. I do wish I could show you that picture.
The son. lives there with this young family and they all seem happy erid well, Lao
Shao comgs every day to get our faculty gerden going. He has the grendest streaw-
berries which should be ready in three weeks, Lao Sheo's wife has died.

‘ I find the dempness of China has robbed thet other ribbon of all its PEDe.
This may be an improvement. My cleaning fluid hes not arrived so this is the best
I can dO' ‘ .

.+ They told me at Shao's that it ﬁook the J's 45 days to put the holes through
our back hill, They had to blast all the way through. They struck conglomerate

(red formation) snd it is possible we shall not have to meke dugouts again but have
these permanent undergrownd rooms. ALl this digging was done the last months before
the close of the war, -after the bombing began on Nenkings Our friends set on the
hill feeling themselves in perfect ssafety., The bombs were falling lergely in Hsie
Kuan and along the reilroad. They ceme et night. The underground passages end rooms
had electric lights end furnishings. - ‘

‘In Shenghei they told me the Americens had a schedule that allowed them
to get home for meals and if they came in the afternoon it wes never after two
o'clock so that they could be back in time for tem. I shall heve to check on that
with my nephew who was a bombardier over here., It at least gave people time to get
out for their shopping trips. When we were here we thought only the Jts worked on
.such a schedule, ' -

Not only are the hillsides everywhere filled with holes, but out in the
open we have the pits everywhere to the depth of stending person, these dug quite
regularly at ten-foot intervals. I noted the number 37 in the region of our old
chicken yard alone, which gives one some idea of the number of such diggings we have
to £ill. A very large heap was left in front of the Chapel which has been used to
fill the holes in front, We have the front campus looking quite respectable again,

I wonder if you have been told of the front entrence that was added to "300", The
portico covers a drive that is built of cement and of very good lines. The plantings
are also very goods They used the deodar (tree) that I had in the back garden sand
I grent it looks more majestic now, : : . : ‘

. The Peace is proclaimed every Sunday morning by the siren at 9:00 a.m. all
over Chinae. Thet, too, is useful in telling the people the day of the week so we no
longer have to spend time going about telling our neighbors it is time for church,

I attended the service at the day scheol the first Sundsy I was here. The Episcopal
church has its furnishings there in the community center end it all looks so very
nices« Pastor Chiang hes his femily living there, His office is in the room next .
to the street. It was communion Sunday which I felt was very eppropriate for my first
Sundaye The next Sundey I was at Kuilan and they were having e reception for those
who had returned and for Miss Brethorst who is to be the worker in that church, I
found meny femiliar faces at-both services. Old Wr. Chiang was singing with the
choir and Luther played the pianos '

I had luncheon today at the Embassy. Hilde was there, now in the capacity
of vice-consul. Four Catholic fathers were present. Father O'Brien is a fifth
member of the group. Hell Pexton wes leaving by plane for Shenghei and U.S.A. We
shall miss hims Mr, Clough has come in his place., Hilde says there will be about
36 here in the Embassy. Our Irish mechaenic, Lucaes, is back. They took him el ong
with Hall to the States but he was on his way back to Chine in three weeks and has
been in Fukien during this peniod, ‘




From Harriet Whitmer, April 13, 1946 ' e

Some chenges here due to the "foreign inwasion". A bootblack on every
corners Much nonsense talk about foreigners, which they think I cennot understand
oither. I surprise them somotimes. The two-wheeled wagons drawn by donkey, mule or
horse. Pedicabs in some sections of the city. dJepanese bogging for vegotables,

The Chinese say they are Ku ti hen (very poor). They are left here to work on the
roads but many apparently have to provide their own food. I note. the civil salute
they give the Chinese now. ‘None are living in the new section near us. The Shinto
Shrine on the American School hill is now a public park for the pleasure of everyone,
The trees are growing well end it mekes a very attractive hilltop. Aside from the
two shrine buildings there is a good-looking gray brick built much in-Chinese style
that should afford some practicel use. The maein entrance is boside the American
School to the souths & broad paved road passes under a great pilou, meking e
graduael climb, On the whole it is & place of real besuty. The cement blocks
marking the line fence bearing the characters te er pen (Great Jepen) are some
months out of date. - :

: CNRRA people are living in the Steward-Forster compound., I heve met some
of them.. I believe it is the Wheeler~Forster house they are occupying. They have
an imported English-speeking cook, I must call there.

I stopped to see the Galatzors yesterday., She was weshing the curteins I
had losned her for safekeeping and for her use when she had nothings It looks as
though there are enough for our general use. Individuals should try to supply
their own needs, The Galatzers are living in the Americen- School and are fixed up
very well., They have charge of the Hershberg property end have been helping out
some of the missionary men with beds when there were none to be had, We may have to
call on her for some if ours do not arrive on time. Mrs. G, is speaking English
very well, She hed only the French here %o visit with and as they knew English end
she no Fronch,they used the common lengusge, Dr. G. wes busy so I did not heve
much time to visit with him, but gathered that they had been able to stay through
largely by using great patience and hours snd hours of time sitting through the
visits of the Gendermes who payed cells that would last half a day, occesionally
esking a question as to what they thought of the J's, etc, Mrs. Sommerfreund told
the same story, so I guess it was a plenned procedure to drive them out in this way
if possible. The Krauses could not put up with as much. Dr. Ge is playing his
violin for the Ginling concert, He hed finally found someone to accompany him.
He said it hed only been the last few months that he had been playing,

A concert under the auspices of the Ginling Alumnee will teke plece April
27th at Nenking University. Tickets are selling well so we should reap something in
& financial way and at the seme time reveal our presént talent which has been col-
lecting with returning artists., I run across Ginling students every time I am out,
but we are so busy we do not go just to see folks. I em looking forward to the con-
cert as a place to meet many I have not seen.

’ Che Er chaeng's femily has arrived snd we are putting them into one of the
houses across the way. This is now April 27th, :

The progrem for Easter took up some of our times. The Y4M.CeA. men, Mr.
Minard end Chaplain Wood worked out & series of mo etings. One on Sunday morning at
six A.M. was at Purple Mt, I wish I might heve been there, but it is oo far with
the present costs of travel, I think some of our mission were teken out. The large
union service at Han Chung Ten was well ettended as usual. Twinem Chepel was opened
for the Friday and Sunday services and will continue to be used esch Sunday P.M. et
4230, The place has not been too badly useds, Some windows end door repairs will be
necessary. Some of the furnishings are gone., The communion teble is still there.
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\iﬁFrom.Harriet Whitmer, April 13, 1946

t

The chapel at the University is used for agsembly. I noted the platform

fheld é ping pong teble. The University is a busy place., Meny girls are attending

" there. The grounds are in good shepee They have suffered, too, as hes the Embassy.

The Jepenese who were in the Embassy for a time may be responsible for some of the
losses there, One cennot place the blame on any one groups The present difficulties
are largely with govermment end militery officials. 4 piano wes being moved from
the Fenn house the other day in broad deylight apparently under the guise of an of=
ficial who was no doubt a fakes He was caught in time to prevent a loss, One has
to be.constently on the watchs OQur front gate is closed. to unknown visitors. Our

“workmen, knowing this, will bo less likely to 'ley eny loss on others.

Lao Shao is busily at work as I‘write, putting in a garden bhet will help

‘to supply our table later, I have not "swened" a wage with him. Mrs. Tsen thinks

he should have at least 25,000 CN a month ($12 plus, gold). Then there are buckets’
and other equipment at exorbltant prlces. Yot wo oannot afford to be without Lao
Sha.o ® ) ' ‘

A letter addressed to Liu En-lan, from Dre Wu, reveals %o us that our
first group has started from the West.

A letter from Dry Hackett, ordinary mail, was three months coming.

:Personal checks from home can be cashed here. Shanghal Commercial Bank mekes no

digcount,.

We went stamps for the kiddies hers. It is & real education for them.
The Lo Torins wateh for every foreign letter, ' '

Love to all,

Horriet M. Whitmer
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71
Ginling College, Chengtu, 4 [ !/
April 16, 1946 -

Dear Friends:

The first truck of faculty end students is off this morning on the return
trek to our permenent home in Naenkings The truck was loaded in front of the West
China University library, and it recalled to my mind a vivid picture of a similar
seene in September 1938, om the same spot. Then it was the unloading from an old
bus at the end of a long journey from Shanghai, via Hongkong end Hankow, This
morning the truck was heading north, by way of Shensi, Honan, and Hsuchowfu, to returp’
to Nenkings In 1938 we were refugees after the fall of Nenking, and now we are starte
ing homewardse When I welcomed that load of students and faculty in 1938, I had to
tell them the furniture was not yet reedy in our new dormitory, and that vhey would
have to sleep on the floor. One of the girls smswered cheerfully, "We. have become
accustomed to sleeping on the floor in this long journey, and we are happy to come
%o a building we can eall our owne" This morning when I said goodbye, I knew they
would have to sleep on the floor again., However, they are even happier now to be
able to get back to our permenent home,

In regard to our own College buildings, we are indeed thankful that they
have been left intact, and with minor repairs they will soon be ready for use, How=
ever, before we oan do college work, we have the tremendous bask of replacing the
lost equipment end furniture; for instence, out of twenty pianos, there are now only -
two old uprights left, . Only 30,000 books have been reclaimed from bookstores in the
city, and many sets are incompletes The price of building material has sky-rocketed,
and we had to deecide to do the bare minimum of repairs and to order only the absolutew
ly necessary furniture. For instance, the beautiful Social Hall in the Smith Build~ !
ing'is pathetically bare: the lovely shell pearl screens,which made the attractive
receiving alcoves for men callers, are no more., The oek floor'needs to be replaced
because of years of neglect, and dry rots In regard to repairs, we are replacing
missing doors, windows, torn-out pertitions end floors. We removed the numerous
"tatami" (Japanese beds), the endless shelves and rifle racks, and filled the holes
left in the walls where pegs supported the shelves, We camnot consider redecorating
the walls or painting windows end doors, For furniture, we ordered only classroom
and library chairs, and did not attempt to provide chairs and bureaus for bedrooms.
For beds we are counting on our New York office purchasing army cots from the Surplus
Army Supplies. All the heeting system has disappeared, and we do not even consider
replacing that at present, After eight winters in the nild climete of Chengtu, I am
afraid we shall feel the cold in Nanking., I must confess that when I arrived in
Shanghai in Jenuary, I felt the cold keenly, However, I was ashamed of myself when
my uncle and aunt did not complain of the cold, and they are in their 70's,

I herdly need to mention that I was thrilled to be home and to see many
relatives and friends in Shenghai., I was especially gratified to find that the
business section of the big metropolis escaped destruction, particularly after I had
Just seen the terrible ruins in Manila, The mekeshift buildings north and south &f
the former Internationel Settlement reminded me of the terrific battles in Shanghal.
There are, of course, many evil effects of the war, many discouraging espects, and
serious problems in rehabilitation, There are, t0o, bright spots which showed how
the citizens withstood the hardships during the war snd the ocqupations For example,
old gentlemen I know refused invitations from the Puppet Government, and preferred
to live by selling their art treasures or paintings and ealligraphy done by them-
selves. Professors who could have taught in puppet universities at good salaries
taught in private middle schools on a bare subsistence level., One architect I know,
& graduate from Penngylvanie University, could have earned large sums if he had ac~
cepted the invitation from the Nanking Puppet Government, but he remained in




From Dr Wa Yi-fang, April 16, 1946 . -2-

Shenghai, andearned a precarious living by teaching English in a Middle School, He .
had to remain’in Shanghai as he was an only son, and his father was too old to take
the hard overland route into Free China. :

After two days in Shanghei I went to Nanking by traine The return to the
capital and the College was an experience in which there were mixed feelings of pain
and joys. Purple Mountein and the long sweep of the eity wall were the same, but .
there were signs of war and occupation., The most striking thing was the Shinto
temple on Wu Tai Shen, o
' - On the,éﬁmpus our small devoted staff were busy menaging the Girls' Middle
School and making preliminary arrangements for our return, When we discussed together
the big task of plans for the future, we could not help recalling again end again the
pre-war Ginling, With Mrs. Tsen and Blanche Wu, T relived the experiences they went
through after I left them in early December 1937, We could not help remembering again
the sacrificial life of Minnie Vautrine During my short stay there, I met several ;
women who expressed their profound gratitude for whet Miss Vautrin did in protecting B
them in the refugee cemp at Ginling, 7

Before I could return to Chengtu I had to go back to Shenghei to attend
the Executive Committee meeting of the National Ohristian Council, So it was on
February 12th when I finally reached the college here, The Faculty Executive Commit~
tee, under the leadership of Dr. Ruth Chester and Dr, Djang Hsiange-lan, had not only -
carried on the college work, but had also made plans for the return trips. Already
forty boxes of books and equipment had been sent with the freight of the University
of Nanking on Chinese Junks down river, In the shortened term such things had to be -
done in addition to teaching, as making out orders for books end equipment, what.te
take down river with us, what to present to West China University, what to sell, and
how to meke the return trip,

The natural route for us to return by is, of course, by bus to Chungking
and then down the Yangtze by boat, However, towards the end of February the Ministry
of Education called ropresentatives of the refugee schools and universi%ies to a
conference, and the decision wes to give first priority for shipping space to those
institutions in the Chungking area, Thgt meant that Ginling College would not get
boat accommodation until- September or October., We had, them, to plan on the overland
route by truck and railway via Paochi, Sian, Chengchow, and Hsuchowfu to Nanking. '
We had hoped to be able to buy through tickets from Paochi on the traing but, because
one section of it, 120 km., had not been repaired, tickets have still %o be bought in
sections, with the result that passengers may have long waits at certein points. The
Transportetion Committee has been at work for weeks, making arrangements for the
chartering of trucks, for overnight accommodation along the road, and sending requests
to railway officials and other friénds to facilitate the prompt purchasing of tickets,
This trip, if there are no unexpected delays, will take ten to fifteen dayse  In
spite of the reéports of the hardships of the trip, our first truckload cheerfully
started off this morning., '

For next year we have had to ptan not only to get the big family back to
Nenking and to rehabilitate our campus, but also for adequate persomnel to make a
satisfactory new beginning on our permenent campus, . The faculty during these war
years have carried heavy wdrk under difficult circumstences, and are showing thée ree
sults of the strain, Now we have tried %o plan carefully in order %o give furloughs
and opportunities for graduate study to as many as possible, and at the same time to
secure new staff members to replace those going aways For instence, Dr. Ruth Chester
has been in Chengtu for seven years without e break; she goes on furlough in .July,
even though the fingl arrangemegrs for her successor have not yet been completed,




From Dr, Wu Yiefang, April 16, 1946 ' " 3w

Miss Hu Shihetsang, teasher of plano, expects to go to Michigan, Midgs Wu Mei4ling,
of the Biology Department, goes to Oregon to study nutritions Miss Hsiung Yawna,
from our Rural Service Station has been chosen by the UsC,Re Child Welfare Committeo
in Chungkihg as one of the five nominees for Child Welfare scholarshipss Miss Djeng
Tsai~i reeeived an Episcopal 8cholership te study musie in New York,

We are gratie
s Which
mey have in the program sf eultural cooperation, The
Faculty Executive Committee vlected Dr, Liu En-lad, head of our Geography Department,
%o be our representative, She left last Seturday, and hepes to be in Ameries by June,

eth anniversery of the College, I am very
happy to report that thus far a little over C.Ny $21,000,000 has been raised in Chine,
When we reslize that our alumnae are mostly in educational work, or the wives sf pro-
fessional men, we appreciate all the more the efforts they have put forth' in securing
this sum, ~ ‘

When the People's Political Council was convened in Chungking on March 20,
neither I nor the Faculty Executive Committee thought I could possibly leave,  So I
sent my regrets that I would not be able to attend, However, on the evening of
March 21st, I received g telegram from the Secretary-General of the Council, saying
that the other members ef the Presidium (Committee of Presiding Officers) strongly
urged my attendance, sand that g speclal plane would take me to Chungking the next
daye Dre Chester, Dry Djang end I hed o conference, and it was 11 Peme When the dew
cision was made that I should g0s Early the next morning Dr. Chester went with me X
to the airfield, teking last-minute notes of things to be done as we drove along,
By 11 awms I was at the session of the P,P,C, in'Chungking, When I returned to Cel-
lege, there were the series of end of school year activities, In addition, there
were farewell parties for us refugee institutions, The University of Nenking end
Ginling College had a joint Baccalaureate service on Sunday, April 1l4th, at which
Bishop Shen gave an ingpiring sermon en "Vision," Yesterday morning at the joint
Commencement, Mr. K, P, §. Menon, Agent-General for Indie in China, gave g splendid
address, He closed with g remark h ‘ 1ine e that Chine with her cul-
tural héritage, in facing the pes ) © a unique contribution by dew '
veloping & way of life midway between cepitalism and communism, between collectivigm
and individualzsm, between materialism and spiritualism, and so become the center of
enlightened civiligation, Vhat a cﬁallenge this is}. And at a time when China has
been exhausted by the wery I am reminded of what the sage Mencius seids "Thus, when
Heaven is about to confer a great task on any man, it first exercises his mind with
sufferings and his sinews and banes with toil, It exposes his body to hunger, and
subjects him to extreme peverty, It confounds his undertakings, By all these meth-
ods it stimulates his mind, hardens his nature, and supplies his incompetencies,"

we have the addition-
constitutional government, However,
‘ icient vision, courage and persistence to come through this period
of fiery trial, we mey be able to contribute something to a better world order,

Mey I take this chance %o express my deep appreciation for all the help my
friends have given me during my stay in Americe lest year? I apologize for not




having written earlier: I am a poor correspondent, and in addition, when I have no
English secretary, I neglect my correspondence even mores You will be glad to know
- that all my friends here remarked how well I looked on my return, and this shows how
vaeluable was my rest and all the thoughtful care given by my friends while I wds in
America, ' ' : = ' _

‘ ' ' ’ : !
With best wishes for a pleasent summer,

Sinceiely,.

Yisfang Wa
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Sent May 21, 1946 60:

_{aGinling Committee, Non-members and Office Staff

Former Faculty

Alumnae

Smith Information List

Studént Represeﬁtatives at Smith

Smi£h Alumnee Committee

Miss Holt end Mrs. Leavens (Sent 5/17)
Wilson College (Miss Slbcum) |

Family and Friends (Prof. and Mrs. C. Hamilton
Mrs. Carrie Whitmer
 Mrs. W, C. Gibson
~ Mrs. W. G. Kirk
Mrs. Geo. Sutherland)
Informatlon Only (Mrs. Seth R. Brooks
Dr. and Mrs. Fairfield
Mrs., George A. Friedrich
Dr, Edward H. Hume
Dean A, B, Milem
Rev., Noel B. Slater
Mrs. Ruth B. Snyder
Miss Marion Warendorff)
Speskers and Eds: (Mrs. Florence Hayes
Mrs. Solon Robinson)
Mission Bd. Officerss (Miss Mary E. Anstadt)
Missioneries On Furl: (Mrs. James McCallum
Mrs. Halph Ward

Alw¢)”¢02%H%W G MW@@&L Mrs, John E. Williams) 19

Also- Mr Edwin Kwoh, 100l Furnald Hell, Columb U.
Mrs. C. 8. Trlmmer, Yerkes, Pa.
Dr. and Mrs. E. C. Lobenstine, 1148 - 5 Ave. g
Dr., end M _s. C. L. Hsia, 115 W. 73 St. b L
lrs. Wm. P, Fenn, 325 College Ave., DeKalb,Ill, \
Mrs, B, A, Slocum 53 E. Pine St., Altadena, Calif

N\
X
i\ Mrs. Albert Steward, 306 N, Pomona, Fullerton, Cel.

j%?if wa%%acézyétésfélny 236 Edwgy?s St., New ﬁavenlll‘ .
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Ginling College
Chengtu, Szechuen, Chine
April 19, 1946

¥

Dear Mrs. ¥ills:

This afternoon we received the minukes of the Flanning Comnittee and just
now o graduntes comes to say goodbye, as she will be leaving with her husband to London
via America. There is the possibllity of her reaching New York before May lst; I am
therefore to send you a few remarks by her, end the formel action teken by the Execu=
tive Committee of the Board will have to come by eceble after their mesting next Tuesday.

Piret of all I wish to express my apprecistion of the results of the commis-
sion on Women's Educetion and your part in having the reperts presented in such fine
shapes I am gratified to find that the Planning Committee amccepted thelir recommenda-
tion in regard to Ginling snd to the women in coeducational instltutions.

Secondly, in regard %o coerdinstion, you would have known our attitude from
my last letter to Miss MmcKinnon through you, thet is, we suggested te have a joint
commitbee set up by representetives from both institutions. 4e I reported then we ac-
coepted liiss Priest's suggestion and waited for consultetion before writing to you ofe
ficially. Some days after that I asked fer a conference with President Chen mnd Miss
Priest. But when I brought up the guestion of getting joint committee to give prelimie
nary consideramtions to this lmportant question, Dr. Chen thought it wes not the time
to take up such matters because everybody was thinking of moving onlye, Thls was how
the matter was dropped and we could not write te you agein as I thought earlier. The
gituation now is even more unfevoreble, for we are in the midst of moving snd I em
afraid we shall have to walt t1ll the faoulty get settled in Nanking before we cen
give thorough consideration by the two institutionse

Thirdly, we would sertainly scoept the recommendation thet there should be
no new follegea, new department, no expension during the rehabilitation period, We
have not plamed any of these for next year. In the tentative budget for 1946-47, the
number of staff is bigger than that for 1945~46, and I wrote to Mr. Evans, I think,

(I am typing in my room this evening, to have the letter sent to the graduate early

in the morning, so I can't look up the file,) end explained the situstion, I am sorry
I have not the time to give the details of the distribution of the totsl number in the
various departments and edministrative offices. It is, however, sufficient to mention
e few instences. Here in Chengtu, we have no Comptroller, no business maneger, because
we have no grounds nor bulldings, except the student dormitory, to teke cere of, so
the necessary work has been taken careé of by my Chinese secretary end the Assistent
Treasurer. 4and after Mrs. Whittington left last June there has not been sny English
secretary. On the teaching staff, we have to have substitutes for those going on
furlough, sdditional members to give the courses now offered by the other universities,
especially ih the home economics, child welfare, subﬂocts. I wish I hed time to glve
you full informetion, but now I could add only one word thet in studying the number of
staff in the different institutions, the comparison between the number of this and
thet of next year does not tell the whole story, becmnuse there are those institutions
which hed much expension during the war years. One other factor which usually re-
celves consideration is the raetio between student and faoulty which normelly decreases
as the student body increases,

Will you plesse excuse this messy letter and please share this with other
members of the Staff Lf you wish,

Sincerely yours,

Yi-fang Wu
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Ginling Collece fﬁ%ﬁﬁm»
Chengbu, Szechuen, China
April 19, 1946

Y _
Desy Mrs. Mills:

Ihis afterncon we received the minutes of the Flanning Comrittee and Just
now a gradustes comes to say goodbye, as she will be leaving with her husband to London
via America. There is the possiblility of her resching New York before May let; I am
therefore to send you a few remarks by her, und the formel action teken by the Execu-
tlve Committee of the Hoard will have to come Lty epble after their mesting next Tuesday,

First of all I wish o express ny sppreciation of the results of the oommlge
sion on Women's Education end your part in having the reporis presented in such fine
shepes 1 am gratified to find that the Flenning Committee accepted their recommendpe
tion in regard %o Ginling end o the women in coeducational ingtltutions,

, Secondly, in regsrd to eoordinetion, you would have known our attitude from
my last letter to Miss MaoKinnon through you, thet is, we suggested te have a joint
committee met up by representutives from both institutions. s I reported then we ag=
cepted Miss Priest's suggestion snd weited for sonsultation before writing to you ofe
Picially. Some deys after that I asked for a conference with President Chen and Miss
Priest, fPut when I brought up the guestion of gotting joint committes %o glve prelimi-
nary considerations to this importent question, Dr. hen thought it wes not the time
to teke up such matters beoause everybody was thinking of moving onlye This was how
the metter was dropped snd we could not write to you agein as I thought earlier. The
situation now is even more unfavorsble, for we are in ihe midst of moving and I em
afraid we shall have o wait till the faoulty get settled in Henking before we oen
give thorough consideration by the two inetitutionse '

Thirdly, we would sertalnly acoept the recommendation that there should be
no new #olleges, new department, no expansion during the rehabilitation periocd. We
have not planned any of these for next year. In the tentative budget for 1946-47, the
number of staff is bigger than that for 194548, and I wrote to My, iwans, I think,

(I em typing in my room this evening, to have the letter sent to the graduste early

in the morming, so I oan't look up the file,) and explained the situation, I am sorry
I have net the time to pive the details of the distribution of the totel number in ‘the
various departments and edminietrative offices, I% is, however, sufficient %o mention
a few instences. Here in Chengbu, we have no Gomptroller, no business mangger, because
we have no grounds nor buildings, except the student dormitory, to take care of, 8o
the necessary work hes been taken osre of by my Chinese secretary mnd the Assigtent
Iressurers and after Mrs, Whittington left last June there has no been any English
seeretary. On the teaching stalf, we have to have substitubes for those going on
Turlough, edditional members to glve' the courses now of'fered by the other universities,
especially ih the home economics, child welfare, subjectss I wish I hsd time to give
you full informetion, but now I could add only one word that in studying the number of
stal’f in the differemt institutions, the comperison between the number of this end

that of next yeer does not tell the whole story, because there are those institutions
which had much expension during the war years. One other factor which usually ree
celves consideration is the ratio botween student and faculty which normally deereanses
88 the student body inereases,

Will you please excuse this messy letter and plesse share this with other
members of the Steff if you wish.

fincerely yours,

Yi-fang W
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Ginling, Chengtu,;April 22, 1946 .

" .

Dear, Mrs. Millss )
Ginling these days is on the move}

The way we had hoped to make the return Journey was by the Yangtze River,
and after the war stopped, we definitely planned to go by that route. We would
charter a boat from Chungking, all Ginling would embark, and we would be deposited
at the wharf in“Nenking in a couple of weeks! timel It looked simple, However,
these plans of ours have gone ewryes The Government decided to give priority of river
trensportation to the institutions already in Chungking end the nearby area -~ with
the result that Ginling might expect to get'a boat in Obtober :

_ Then we investigated the northern route by Paochi and Sian and reilway frem
thet pointe To go by regular bus waes out of the question, because of the numbers of
students, faculty and others requiring transportations We then chartered trucks to
make the four-to-five days' journey to Paochi where the railway begins, and worked
out our schedule of departures in cooperation with other institutions, so thet ne .
two groups left on the same days; if too many started out at once, there was the com-
plication of accommodetion at imns on the way, Our schedule was: one truck, April

' 163 two, April 22; two, April 29§'four;NEy'15, Meny students have lef% Chengtu

to join their femilies in returning to East or Central China, and a group of Sgechuen
girls are taking the trip later because we cannot open the dormitory in Nanking until
September, . ‘

, The word which ceme back about the travel by this route was not encouraging,
For instance, on the Lunghai railway there was a stretch of 120 kilometres where %he '
_reilway line had not been repairede This gap was covered by truck. One story was
that passengers had to carry their own luggage from train to truck, since there were
no porterss Then in the spring, when the snows melted, even this highway was washed
ou§ so that cars could not travel, end then the journey was made by ox-carts, a six
or seven day tripe We heard of accidents, of oxwcarts overturned, lore recently
came the word, rumor or truth, we did not know, that the Seminary truck which started
on April 10th had been robbed neer Mienyang, 80 Kilometers from Chengtue Everyone
heard the news, but no one ecould vouch for its authenticity, or its origin,

Whet did we do to prepare for this exodus? Before the first group left we
tried by every means to find out what conditions actually were. Then we sent shead
letters to people we knew along the ways for instance, to two @Ginling slumnee at
Paochi, Djang Ying-fen and Y# Dji-ying, who are conneeted with g textile factory
theres They offered space in their fastory for our travelers if there should be any
weit in Paochi, and volunteered to help getting train tickets. We wrote an official
letter to the Governor of Shensi, the father of one of our students who has just
graduated, asking him for help if there were any stopover or difficulty in Sien,
When she was in Chungking, Dr. Wu ealled on the Vice~Minister of Communiecations, and
asked his help in writing the railway officials so that we could get space on the
traine There were, we heard, thousands of refugees waiting in Paochi, unsble to get !
accommodation on the train, He promised to help in this connection, end in getting
bus transpartation where the bresk in the railway ceme, He gave us the encouraging
news that the repairs on the railwey should be completed early in Mays One problem .
is that tickets cannot be bought through to Nanking, but only in sectionse

_ ) Before our first group started, we tried to find out whether the reported
rebbery was fact or fietion, Dr. Wu went to the military governor here, and he co-
operated by telephoning to their military posts; he essured us in a few hours that
there was no foundetion for the rumor, and that the rosd was safel This greatly
relieved the minds of the travelers,,

»




From Florence Kirk, April 22, 1946 ' ‘ -2f

What would the trucks be like? The first one that came seemed quite good. -
Dre Wu hed Dre Crewford give it an exemination and he said, "Much better than the
averages" It waus an interested crowd which gathered to see them off, Tsli Yu-dji
and Hsiung Yeena offered to be in command, and they and the others gathered the
morning after Commencement at 6430 outside the library, They had & small firsteaid
kit, letters of intreduction to schools where they might stop, letters from two
bishops, in fact., Miss Tsll, Miss Hsiung, lir. Chen Dzung-fang, head of the Chinese
Department, (he is 59), his wife and children, and students made up the- 27 people,
When I saw them clamber in (two stenderd oil drums, and an extra tire took consider~
able of the space of the open truck, it scemed to me) after the luggage had been
securely pwt in plage by servants, college boys end others, there did not seem much
space lefts, However; they got in end settled down on the bedding rolls as come
. fortably as possible, each one hanging on to the upright iron bars on which the \
canvas covering is stretched in case of raine I remember saying, "How crowded they
lodk!" But others around me said, "Oh no, they have lots of space, You ought to
see¢ the publie trucksi" The group was well organized, Miss Tsl Yu-dji in charge,
end each 5 to 6 students with g leader. They were in good spirits as they started
off about 8 o'clock, ' o

Yesterday a telegram arrived, saying that all went well for the first two
dayse Then today came a telegrem, saying that they had arrived at Sian in record
time, with no difficulties at alls This makes the next group feel happys

. This morning the second group of two trucks wes to goe They gathered to-
gether, but when the trucks came it seemed unwise to start off until they were re-
peireds They are to come back this afternoon, and hope to make a start in the
mornings, One of the University of Nanking trucks hes broken g steering-gear, and it
was brought back for repairs. '

It is hoped +that $150,000 will get one person %o Nenking, provided there
ere no long waitsy that is, $75 U.S.

With all good wishes to you,

Sincerely,

Florence Kirk




inling; Chengtitj April 22; 1946

Dear Mrs, Millss
Ginling these days is on the move}

The way we hed hoped to make the return journey was by the Yangtze River,
and after the war stopped, we definitely planned to go by that route. Ve would
charter a boat from Chungking, all Ginling would embark, and we would be deposited
at the wharf in Nanking in 'a couple of weeks! time! It looked simple, However, 4
these plans of ours have gone ewrys, The Government decided to give priority of river
trensportation %o the institutions already in Chungking and the nearby area = with
the result that Ginling might expect to get a boat in Obtober

Then we investigated the northern route by Paochi and Sian and reilway from
that points To go by regular bus waes out of the question, because of the numbers of
students, faculty and others requiring transportation, We then chartered trucks to
meke the four-to~five days' journey to Paochi where the railway begins, and worked
out our schedule of departures in cooperation with other institutions, so that ne
two groups left on the seme day; if too many sterted out gt once, there was the com-
blication of accommodation at inns on the way, Our schedule was: one truck, April
. 163 two, April 22; two, April 29; Four, May 15y Many students have left Chengtu
to join their families in returning to East or Central China, and o group of Sgechuen
girls are taking the trip later because we cannot open the dormitory in Nanking until
September, ‘

, : The word which ceme back about the travel by this route was not eneouraging,
For instence, .on the Lunghai railway there was s stretch of 120 kilometres where %he .
railway line had not been repairede This gap was covered by truck. One story was
that passengers had to carry their own luggage from train to truck, since there were
no porters, Then in the spring, when the snows melted, even this highway wes washed
out so that cars could not travel, end then the Journey was mede by ox=carts, a six
or seven day trips We heard of accidents, of ox-carts ovarturned, More recently
came the word, rumor or truth, we did not: know, that the Seminary truck which started
on April 10th had been robbed near Mienyang, 80 Kilometers from Chengtues Everyone
heard the news, but no one eould vouch for its euthentieity, or its origin,

Whet did we'do to prepare for this éxodus?‘ Before the first group left we.
tried by every means to find out what conditions actually were. Then we sent ahead
letters to people we knew along the way: for instance, to two Ginling slumnee at
Paochi, Djeng Ying-fen and Y Dji-ying, who are conneoted with e textile factory
there, They offered space in their fastory for our travelers if there should be any
walt in Paochi, and volunteered to help getting train tickets. We wrote an official,
letter to the Governor of Shensi, the father of one of oup students who has just \
graduated, asking him for help if there were any stopover or difficulty in Sian,
Wihen she was in Chungking, Dr, Wu ecalled on the Vice-linister of Communications, and
asked his help in writing the railway officials so that we could get space on the
traine There were, we heard, thousands of refugees wﬁiting in Paochi, uneble tp get
accommodation on the train, He promised to help in this connection, end in getting
bus transpartation where the break in the railway ceme, He gave us the encouraging
news that the repairs on the railway should be completed early in Maye One problem
1s that tickets cannot be bought through to Nenking, but only in sections,

Before our first group started, we tried to find out whether the reported
robbery was fact or fiction, Dr. Wu went to the military governor here, and he coe
operated by telephoning to their military pests; he assured us in a few hours that .
there was no foundetion for the rumor, and that the rosad was safel This greatly '
relieved the minds of the travelers, ’




.' From Florence Kirk, April 22, 1946 ’ : -

N
¥

What would the trucks be like? The first one that came seemed quite goods
Dre Wu had Dr. Crawford give it an exemination and he said, "Much better than the
average." It was an interested crowd which gethered to see them off, Tsll Yu-dji
and Hsiung Ya-na offered to be in commend, and they and the others gathered the
morning after Commencement at 6:30 outside the librarye. They had a small firsteaid .
kit, letters of introduction to schools where they might stop, letters from two
bishops, in fact. Miss Tsll, Miss Hsiung, Mr. Chen Dzung-fang, head of the Chinese
Department, (he is 59), his wife and children, and students mede up the 27 people,

- When I saw them clamber in (two. standard oil drums, and an extra tiré took considere
eble of the space of the open truck, it seemed to me) after the luggage had been
‘securely put in place by servants, college boys and otherg, there did not seem much
space lefte, However, they" got in and settled down on the bedding rolls as eoms
fortably as possible, each one hanging on to the upright iron bars om which the
cenves covering is stretched in case of raine I remember saying,'“H¢chrowded they
lovki" But others around me said, “Oh nd, they have lots of spaces . You ought to
see the publie trucksl" The group was well organized, Miss Ts¥ Yu-dji in charge,
and each 5 to 6 students with a leader., They were in good spirits as they started
off about 8 o'clock, - ‘ : , o

- Yesterday a telegram afrived, saying that all went well for the first two
. days. Then {oday came a telegrem, saying that they had arrived at Sian in record
time, with no difficulties at alls This makes the next group feel happye

h ‘ This morning the second group of two trucks was to goe They gathered to-
gether, but when the trucks came it seemed unwise to start off until they were re-
paired, They are to come back this afternoon, and hope to make a start in the
morning. One of the University of Nanking trucks has broken a steering-gear, and it
was brought back for repairs. : . '

1t is hoped that $150,000 will get one person %o Nenking, provided there
are no long waitsy +thet is, $75 U.S, : - '

With all good wishes to you,
Sincerely,

Florence Kirk
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Florence Klrk's letter of Aprll 22 1946

T Mey 21, 1946 to:

Ginling Commlmtee, Non-members and Offlca Staff 27
Former Faculty :  S 'f . 72
Alumnee 44

Mlss Holt and Mrs. Leavens (Sent 5/17) 2
Mr. Edwin Kwoh
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Ginling College, Nanking
June 8, 1946

Dear PFriends:

) Well, Truck No, 6 -~ the last Ginling truck or group traveling +ill late
summer - hes arrived safely. We made the trek without mishap in 18 days, and feel
profoundly thankful for getting through without difficulty. Eight years ago this
time, Miss Spicer and I were in Nanking packing books and equipment and personal
belongings to take west. Now we are back again, having completed the cirecular tour .
of Chinas In 1938, Shmghai, Hongkang, Hankow, Chungking, Chengtu, traveling south
of and on the Yangtzo River; in 1946, Chengtu, Prochi, Sisn, Loyang, Hslichowfu,
Nanking, the north route in the general area of the Yellow Rivere It has beon a WO~
derful experience, and we have mixed emotions of admiration for the beauty of this
great country, pity for the hard 1life of such a big proportion of its poople, and
sympathy for the leadeors who have to meot such tremendous end varied problems,

- As we left Chengtu our thought was, "We hope we can make the trip quickly,"
However, when we saw what traveling om top of luggage in an open truck was like, we
revised our aim, and no longor were interested in establishing any speed records,
Bather we appreciated the stopovers here and there, necessitated by such things as
the difficulty in getbting across a river on a ferry with fifty trucks shead of us,
buying tickets on the train. Also the weather beceame hot, amd we enjoyed a day's
laziness in & school as a change from the hoat of tho traine Groups traveling re=
ceived preferential treatment, for on the most crowded trains a group could get re-
served space when indiwiduals hadn't a chances For instance, at Hslichowfu, where we
wanted to get a train for Nanking, we arrived at 7:30 pem., wondering if we should
be able to get spece on the "Vietory" train at 10:15 that cvoning. When we asked at
a wicket, the answer was, "o, there's no space tonight." Then we showed a Ginling
College card and said there were more than 20 of us wanting passage; the answer came,
"Yos, we can got you placesi®™ ’ . ‘

Our elected leader was Miss Hwang Yen~hwa, teacher in the Home Economics ‘
Departments She was brilliant, keeping everyone calm and controlled, end achieving
what seemed the impossible at Kwanyuen, where she persuaded a Chinese Air-force Cap-
tain to teke over our empty truck on the ferry loaded with his loaded truck, thus
moving us from place 39 in the long line of waiting vehicles to place 91 This meant
. we had to wait there only two days instead of the otherwise 4 - 5 days. She did more
than her share of the work, waiting at stations in line for tickets, helping stow
awzy the baggage in the truck, no easy job, interviewing people here and there, sit-
ting in one of the most uncomfortable sections of the truck, and enlivening the situ-
ation with her bubbling humor, .

The organization and preparations for the trip were well done. Miss Hweng
. hed a sheaf of letters of introduction and Ginling College cards, and these obtained
entrance to mission schools whore we stayed over night, end helped in getting tickots
on trains and seats. The 27 in the group were divided into four groups, the separate
groups eating together, pubting their luggage in one spot; ete. This worked well,

We were s hoterogeoneous eompany, for we had a grandparent of 75 and child of 6, with
students and faculty melzing the larger parte We hoped to be able to meke the journey
for $150,000 each ($75,00 UsSa), bur doubted that we could, for we heard of increased
prices on railweys and buses, The food costs, however, after we lef't Chengtu were
much less than -in Chengtue Our big items wers truck, trein, rickshews, food, trans-
Fer of luggage., The grent of $150,000 will Just about pay for everything, even for
Miss Spicer and me who on the last night were extravagent and took o sleeper,

In general the trip was most enjoyable., There werce times wheh the scenery
was most inspiring; for example, the Seventy-Two Peaks on the third day, and the




From Florence Kirk ' -l . June 8, 1946

sheer perpendicular black rock cliffs and historic passes cut in the saw-toothed
ranges of mountains; “two hours! travel by truck through valley after valloy sur-
rounded by green emeireling hills from which there seemed to be no possible exit -
this on our seventn day by truck; on the eighth day, as we left Shwan Shi Pu (Pair
of Stones Town), the cone~shaped hill with its monastery on the peak, and rows of
eaves where people dwelt; the descent to Paochi through the valleys of the Chingling
¥ountains, the road winding on different levels below us, and the peaks eraggily
towering above us; creeping across a wooden bridge over the Yellow Rivers the
rather awful barren plains of Honen sumbeked in the dry hot air; ‘Purple Mountain as
W6 ocrossed the Yangtze at Nankings We saw the rice being transplm ted as we left
Chengtu just after the wheat had been cut, and then we came into the wheat country
where we saw the wheat harvest at its height, the whoat being cut by sickle or reapeor,
and threshed by flail or a pelr of donkeys dragging a roller in a ecirecle over the
outspread wheat strawe In Honan, the cutting seems to be a family affeir: at times
I counted fiftecn or twenty people close together in a group, the men cutting or
loading onto racks drawn by donkeys or oxen, the women binding sheaves, or picking
up the straw dropped on the field, One had the ldea thet not a head of wheat was
left behind on the clese-cropped field, We passed out of the bamboo area into the
firs, then into the willow mnd poplar, and saw such flowers as goldenrod, Queen
Anne's lace, mimosa, buttercups, various kinds of roses, iris. Three deys north of
Chengtu (not far actually) we came to sections of a famous avenue of cedars planted
first of all in the Hon dynasty, about 2,000 years &80, end replanted in the Ming
dynasty. The gorgeous secenery was mostly on the northbound part of the journey when
we traveled by trucks Then the plains of Honan were dried-out and parched,

There is much of nistoric interest in this northern‘route; for example, we
stayed at two former capitals, Sian and Loyang (nine times the capital)s ° At Sian we
went to see the rundown Confucian temple and the famous Forest of Teblets, the col-

lection of stone~carved tablets from thet md other areas; at Loyang, we did not
feel equal to doing much sightsecing, for it was hot,

- We tock along a little food: a tin of Nescafe, a tin of cherry jem, some
cookies and candy, However, we ate Chinese food all the time and enjoyed it, careful
to see that rice, fried twisted dekes, steamed broad were all piping hot, and that
our dishos werc scaldeds We had a little sickness, Miss Spicer heving a cold for a
couple of dayse. We usually had rice gruel in the mornings (with peanuts, or lotus
root, or beans, or eggs), rice and meat and vegetables for lunch, mmd noodles at
nighte We usually had to €0 to a proper tea-shop for tea or boiling water for our
coffees Sometimes we started without broakfast, and ate whon the truck or train
stoppeds As we approached Sian, the scene at many sbations was intercsting, - Before
the train stopped the peddlaers of food were erying their wares: apricots, baked
biscuits on a string, strings of white onions, brown varnished cooked chickens,
radishes, live hens, eggs either fresh or cooked in spiced tea, hot water, cooked
rice with a meat saucs. Then interested bassengers began shouting their orders from
every window looking out on the platform, and within snd without the train all was
bedlam and confusion, I enjoyed watehing the clever men making cakes, deft gnd'quickg

We had a variety of sleecping accommodation: on floors (wood and cement);
on wooden boards placed on trestles; one night on a camp cot which seemed luxury;
two nights at Sian, by the courtesy of the statiommaster, the father of a 1946 grau=
ate, we occupled an empty firsteclass carriage on the platform - the only difficulty
was that we never knew on returning just where our home was; we slept one night at
the town magistrate's, others at misg on schools in empty classrooms, and two nights
et inns along the waye The general plen from Paochi seemed to bée travel in the
train by day, and stey. overnight at the station reached, Weo became expert in mana.gm
ing bedding-rolls in a few minutes, ' ‘ o




From Florence.Kirk : June 8,1946

Vihat difficulties did we have? There were times when morale was low,es=
pecially on the day's trip by bus at the point of the rail line where the line was
out of repair, before we reached Loysngs We traveled egain on top of an open truck,
but realized how different it is to stow away 80.people and their luggage instead of
27« The roads were atrocious, full of big holes that made our truck lurch drunkenly
until T thought we would turn turtles by the ond of 12 hours we had sore hands from
henging onto the overarching iron supports. The dust swept around us in clouds
untll hair and face masks, and every croase in skin or clothing, was filled with
brown dusts There was a lot of traffic on this one communication line between ,
Shenchow and Loyang, and we had difficulty passing the numerous trucks, buses, and
rule-drawn carts which filled the roadse The luggage piled up at the back of our
truck end tied with rope kept coming loose, People in goneral were much less com~
fortably seated than on the Chengtu-Paochi part of the trip., The food along the road
was poor toos, The day was, according to Miss Spicer, the acme of discomfort.
Another low period was at Chengchow, 3:45 asm. as we sat on our bedding-rolls on the
- station platform, the stars bright in the sky, and could got no information about
whether the troop trains at the station would ever move, whether our heavy luggage
in the boggage car of our yesterday's train would be gotten out in time to be put on
this troin, whether we could go or notes It seemed such a waste of energy to get wp
before & a.me and then not to go after all, However, by 5:30 we had grabbed seats
in & second-class carriage, and by 6, the luggage was transferred to our train} We
got weary about rising before dawn; one day wé were in our truck at 5:45; other
days we were up boefore fours Those days we were a weary sleepy group, snd grateful
if such a day was followed by a rest day for some resson or othere The group was
cooperative and cheery, and we became very well acquainteds, We had much courtesy
shown us, and ocnjoyed tho varied experiences of our 18 dayse

My purchases were limited in general to strictly utiliterian articles, such
as laundry soap, ceandles, end incense to discourage the mesgultoes, and a fane How-
ever, at Sien I bought some of the famous "stone rubbings" which were easily packedy

The Ginling cempus is a busy spot as the Middle School finishes its year;
worlmen are busy at furniture and general repairss Dr, Wu is back from Shenghei, and
feeling better aftor her sinus attacke We are trying to get settled; my problem is
to get screens on the windows of a room, so have not got my things in order yet,
Prices are much worse than in Chengtu = $750¢ for a coathangers $5,000~$18,000 for
o hot-water thermos; 5,000 for tailoring a Chinese dresss* Eva, Harriet mad I have
foreign breakfast and supper and Chinese lumchs We're getting resteds It is quite
hot, so difficult to be emergetice Mrs. Tsen, Miss Whitmer and the rest have done
wonderse

Sincerely,

Florence Kirk

*These figures are in Chinese currencys One fmerican dollar equals approximately
2,000 Chinese dollars.
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GINLING COLLEGE
150 Fifth Ave..
New York 11, N. Y.

FROM A LETTER FROM EVA SPICER, DATED CHENGTU, MAY 16, 1946

"We .were all due to start on Tuesday - the last truck of this time - but
there has been some delay over permits, road regulations, etc., which have' just
changeds We are supposed to be leaving. tomorrow (Friday), but you cennot know for -
certain until a little later in the day. Florence Kirk snd I are going by bus and
traine Ruth is staying here till the end of this month, and has a promise of a 1ift
by plane by a kind American colonel in June, Evelyn Walmsley is staying through at
loast part of the summer, and expects to come down by boat, The college kitchen is
closed, though the girls are sleeping in the dormitory until the truck goes, 80 you
can say that Ginling in Chengtu is really closed down, Werhave really had a very good
time here on the whole, and I am sure that our living conditions in Nanking are going
to be much harder next winter thén they have ever been here.. In fact when you think.
that this Chengtu plain is one of the really well-fed areas in the world, it seems
kind of silly to be moving down into a place where prices are much higher and food
muech scarcer, But there are other considerations than material, and psychologically
I am sure we could not have held the group here longer then a year after the wars

"It will be good in meny ways to be back in Nanking, though I am afraid the
period of adjustment will not be altogether easy."

&

FROM A LETTER FROM RUTHnCHESTER, DATED CHENGTU, MAY 16, 1946

"Our first truck loads went through quite well and are already in Nanking,
taking 13 and 17'days for the whole trip. But the last one had very bad luck, break-
ing down all the time and it took them 13 days - to Bao Gi! We just heard this morning
oftheir arrival there, Poor things must be worn oute The last full truckload has
been posed for departure for several days, but now they say it will still be another
few days - not till the 19th., We have.dismissed most of our servants and closed the
dormitory kitchen, so it is a bit hard on them to have to wait around so longe I have
been promised a ride with Col, Kaeppel on an American Army plane direct from here to
Nenking, so I am a very lucky persone, I shall be going early in June probably. Elsie
Priest is also' going that way.,™" ‘ ' '

FROM A LETTER FROM DR, WU YI-FANG, DATED NANKING, MAY 23, 1946

"There is so much to tell you that I do not know where to begin., Perhaps
I had better give you news first. The Pirst group of Ginling people who started on
April 16 arrived April 29. The second group on two trucks left April 23 md arrived »
here May 10, The third group left May 1 and the fourth May 3, but neither has arrived
yets I have made inquiries in regard to the condition of the railroad. The bridge
deross the new course of the Yellow River was put up temporarily by the Japanecse.
This has been removed recently by the Railroad authorities as it is not safe in time
of high water, However, ferries have been erranged to teke people across but this -
necessarily delays people, Two trucks were expected to leave May 16 but they had not
. -gone yet when Ruth wrote on May 16, After this group, there will be only the few
i staff members to stay to finish all the business and they will probably leave before
the end of May. We pray not only for ourselves but also for the sake of the country




Excerpts from Ginling letters
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that the Communists will not start trouble along the way to interrupt the return trip,
One student on the first truek wrote a short report in English and I am sending e copy
herewith, WMiss Dju En-dden of our Physical Education Department was olected captain on
the truck which left on May 3 and that truck broke down, I had word from Chengtu

that another truck was sent down to replace the broken one, so they continued their
Journey after Miss Dju wrote me. Enclosed I am sending you a rough translation of

her letbter to me. I have talked with both faculty end students after their arrival
and they all stood the trip amazingly well, There is no doubt about its being a hard
trips DreD. Y. Lin's second daughter, who had just graduated from Ginling, went to
sleep on the hard floor and she slept through the lunch and supper hours and clear
through the night but was up for breakfast the next morwing., One frightening experi-
ence they had was when there was engine trouble while going through a tunnel, All the
passengers felt so choked and suffocated, and, as Dr. Lung said to them, if the engine
hod not started again they would all have passed out,

"A few words in regerd to the repairs, We are still following the principle
of doing only the minimum. It is very amnoying to keep continually finding more things
to do, The temporary occupants certainly took liberty in making all sorts of altera-
tionse To give a few illustrations: In our beautiful library they tore down two
pertition walls and put up a new one at the soyth ends In our recitation building
they moved partitions, put in new ones, blocked doors and opened new ones, Miss
Blanche Wu told me that meny of these will have to be blocked in order not to have
classes in adjacent rooms disturb each other, :

"Lumber is scarce and so the price for hard wood is very highs We could not
efford paying 20 to 30 thousand for & classroom chair, so we decided to use the lumber
from the air shelters made from the trees taken originally from our owm campus, "

‘ - "I am very happy that Hsiung Ya-na has got the Child Welfare Scholarship
and has been admitted to Cornell, She came down on the first truck and is now visit-
ing her parents." :

"I forgot to tell you that Dr., Liu En-len left Chengtu the middle of April
end sailed from Shanghai May 17 via Panama. I am sure she will come to see you when
she arrives in N. Y. Hor boat is Se8. Stella Lykes., We are sorry that she did not
get the chance to come to Nenking at all. She flew from Chungking to Shenghai and
after she got her passport she was told to wait right there because there might be
only a few hours' notice for gotting passage, I hope you will be able to help her get
starteds I em very happy both for her and for the College to have this recognition
from the State Department,

"I am very happy to hear that Stells (Graves) was scheduled to sail on Mey
J ¥
11." (Miss Graves finally sailed Mey 20th, Ed.)

- "Miss Chester and Miss Priest expect to fly to Nenking early in Junes Miss
Priest may stay for only two weeks before going to Shanghai to catch & boat, Ruth
(Chester) will have more work but hopes to sail in Julys Florence (Kirk) and Eva
(Spicer) are probably on the road now for they planned to join the group leaving on
(E May 15," : :
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“Dr, Liu En-lan hag trensferred to snother boat (S.8.Breckenbridge), sailing -
to San Prancisce. The S.5. Stella Lykes cannot get the freight loaded due to strike."

A LETTER WRITTEN BY A STUDENT EN ROUTE FROM CHENGTU TO NANKING

(This letter was malled from Hsuchow, approximately 300 miles from Nanking)

: "At half past five in the afternoon of April the ninetéenth we arrived at
Pao Chi. We were so amnxious to go on our Jjourney that we went ot once to the railway
station, but the tickets for that night were all sold, We had %o wait until the next
morning. The station master was very kinde He let us put our baggage in the station
for the night so ‘that it would be easier for us to get the train the next morning,
There were so many people wenting to go and the seats were not enough, A friend of
one of our schoolmates invited us to live in his office where there were beds and |
sheets. For many nights we had not been so comfortables

, "At two o'clock, early in the morning, we got upe e had to get in the train
beflore others would be coming, else wc couldn!t get any seats. When we arrived at the
station the train had not come yet. But when the train came we found our seats with-
out any trouble, ‘ ‘ ‘
: .

"The father of one of our school mates sent a servent to go with us. He had
worked on the railway for many years and was very femiliar with this road. He was
very kind and helpful, In every station where we stopped ‘he helped us buy our tickets
and settle our baggage. '

“For many yeers.we had not sat on a train, The first day's journey on a

- railway was very exciting., We looked about at the landscape, - singing, playing and

chattinge The train was very crowded and the corridor and the roof were full of
peoples - '
- . : N

"Twoenty minutes past two we arrived at Sian. The chief commander of the
station (whose daughter graduated this year), invited us to a big room in the station
‘to rest and live in. There was nbo express train to Shenchow the next day so we had
to wait a day in Sian, Siem is a famous city in Chinese historys She has been the
capital in meny dynasties. There Were many places worth while to see, but it was very
hot that dey and we were very tired so we didn't go dut. Of course we missed a lote

. . R

"On the second day we continued our journmey. The train went so slow that it
was eleven P.M. when we arrived at Shenchowe Por tunately the chief commender in the
station at Sien had told our servent in the train that we might sleep in the train
that night. because Shenchow is so smell it is difficult to find a place to live in,

"I remember when I was a child I liked ‘o go through a tumel. That day we -
went through many long tunnels. I should have been happy but the windows couldn't be
closed and the smoke and smells were so thick that we could hardly breath.

~ "The railway between Shenchow.and Loyang, over 150 kilometres, was destroyed
during the war and had not been repaired yet. We had to go by cars or trucks. The
result of our consultation at the station was that we would have a bus the next day.

(j The day in which we were waiting was spent in sleeping snd resting.

&
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"Shenchow is. & small place that was occupied by the Japanese last year, It
is a pity to see the destroyed buildings, The people must hédve suffered a lot during
the days of occupation, We talked to some of the local people who told us that the
Japanese wanted them +o help in destroying the buildings and engines. If not they
were to be killed, ‘ ‘ : ‘

"The road between Shemshow and Loyang is not a permanent one., It ig very
unsgooth and dusty, The roof of the bus was not well fixed. It swung to and fro and
it was very dangerous, Also the bus driver gave no help and had no sense of responsi-
bilitys We had to hold it with our hands. There is only 155 kilometres between
these two places, but we used almost twelve hours to get there, At six P.M, we ar-
rived at Loyang with exhausted bodies and minds. There weas o thick layer of dust
everywhere, When we got out of the bus, we could hardly recognize one another, But
1t was lucky onough we arrived safelye ' '

"Tho clock at Loyang was faster than the one at Shenchow, When we arrived
at the Episcopal Church it was about nine., This church was rebuilt after the war,
It was very small, Four people must sleep in two benches, Con you imagine how
. erowded we were] But we were thankful to have a place o live in and it is peaceful
to live in a church, o ‘ ' '

"There had been no train for Chengchow in many dayse The following day
would be the first one. We could not get off before the third day. The pastor was
very kind, meking us at home and comfortables Two schoolmates were sick because of

" tiredness and cold, They had two days to rest and were well again on the third day.

"Loyang is also a famous citye We also missed it. Except for sleeping and
eating we almost did nothinge Therc was enough time for us to send a telegram, Many
of us sent telegrams home and to our friendss I heard the man in the office ask why
80 many people in the Eplscopal church were sending telegrams these days.

"On the 27th we sat on the train again, The coach where we sat was the
first one after the locomotive. It was more jerky than other ones. Once we went
through a tumol. It was very smoky and hote We thought the train must be on fire
snd were very afraid, But when we were out of the tummel, we knew that it was only
the steam, : .

"We arrived at Chengehow at night. When we found our baggage it was almost
elevens Early the next morning we had to weigh our baggage again, so we decided to
sit in the station that night. Except some who were going to Hunan others remained,
It was a bad night - rainy and windy., We were tired, cold and sleepy, but we could
hardly find a shelter nearby beceuse of the bombing during the war. It was not easy
to wait for the dawn that nights At about four, the people who weighed the baggage
came. When we had settled our baggage, we went into the train. There was nothing to
be seen that day. We couldn't approciate the landscape any more. All we did was
slcep, sleep and sleepe o The train arrived at Hsuchow promptly at eight."

TRANSLATION OF A LETTER RECEIVED BY DR. WU FROM DJU EN-RJEN

CAPTALN OF ONE OF THE GROUFS AND A JENBER OF TOE
FHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT OF THE COLLEGE

(Written en route from Chengtu to Nenking)

"On the morning of May 3 we loft Hwa Shi-bah in the midst of 'See you in
Nanking!s, I felt sed at leaving Hwa Shi-bah, having made our home there for six years.
However, being anxious to get back to Tung Kwa Shi we had %o start on this difficult
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“trek back. Who would have thought then that on this fourth daywne would be stopping
at this town only 224 kilometers from Chengtu. As usual thie truck had been checked
by . Dr. Crawford, but it had seemed fuller than usual becauﬁe Mr.Swen, the Chinese
professor, was on with his trunks, suitcases, etc., and was'to get off at Mien Yang.
After we started from Mien Yang in the afternoon, we were delayed by engine trouble
and did not arrive at Dji Tung until after dark. Wo were well received and cared for
by Mr. Tang at the hostels The next morming when we were on a lonely road through the
hills, the axle of the back wheel broke and we were stalled'there as described by a
Chinese proverb, 'No village ahead, nor an inn behind!', The chauffeur started back
toward Chcngtu whlle his assistant went forweard toward Kuarg Yuen to buy a new axles
I accompanied Miss Pan's mother, three children, and other virlﬂ who felt tired to a
farm hut several lee away. Then I went with Mrb. Luther Shao\s son to ‘eall on the

him. end some men to stay w1th us at the truck he promised rgad11y. However, no one
appoared that nighte Nine girls and myself stayed on the tnuck with the baggage
‘through the night. We did not dare to close our eyes and how long that night was!

We were most thankful when dawn came and nothing had happencd. The rest of our party
had had a miserablé night at the farmer's hut becmuse in one room there were thirteen
grown-ups, three children, three pigs, one cow, and a dog. The countless fleas made
the children c¢ry and the grown-ups sighe Under such codditions food is also difficult.
We were fortunate to have had rice for four meals, but hardly anything to go with it -
not even. salt,

"By afternoon we had a conference as to what we should do for the second

nighte After very thorough consideration we decided to walk back to the nearest
market town on this road, We knew this would be difficult for the three children
and Milss Pan's mother, but we did not dare remain et this place a seocond night.
Naturally we would have to leave our baggege on the truck but we thought it more im-
portant to consider people than belongings., Just as we were about to start, the as~
~ sistont chauffeur who had gone to Kwang Yuen returned with the new axle, I don't
need to tell you how happy we were on seeing hime Cheers reeached the skies. We all
helped him in ohanginm the axle and were eventually brought to the town of Liu Kouw.
We spent the night in the primary school and are now waiting for the chauffeur to
return from Chongtu. J

"You will be. hmppy to hear thwt though we went through all these hardships
nobody complained but everybody helped in doing whatever needed to be done. The
spirit of cooperation and sense of res pon51b111ty was well demonstrated and I con-
sider them as worthy students of Ginling."
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Ginling Coli,ege s Nanking, C_hina o
July 21, 1946 o

Dear Friends:

o Here I em at lasty It is wonderful +o be back home at last in Nanking, and
- o see some of the Chengtu friends and ‘those who stayed through so bravely in Nanking
all through the war, and held the fort here until the Japanese took over after Pearl
Harbore It is awonderful homecoming, And it is emazing how much a few have accomw
plished to make a very few buildings useful or livables . OQur house at the -top of the
hill from which we con- see all of Nanking, and from one point as far as the Yangtze
River, is very livable, though meny repairs will still need %o be done to put it into
really good condition, . ‘ T

)

But now for my trip and my sudden departure, I had hoped to be able to let
you know when I would leave, but no such good fortune this time. - By the end of April
I was getting frequent telegrams asking if I could got off by May 20th, then the 18+%h,
and then the 1llth of May from Gelveston} . Suddenly more money became available to buy
things both for our faculty members and also to replace some of the things I had lost
~in Tanking through the war, It was one great rush, buying, getting things packed and
off by American Express; freight would have been too slow for the date in Galveston,
The Long Beach Church gave me quite large quentities of table linen and silver out of

- their own stores; also choir music, a ocopy each of éverything I ‘liked from their fine
choir librarys I bought dishes and kitchen utensils, and by e kind of miracle, I was
able to buy a whole bolt of lovely curtain material for our faculty house, and of
course I brought some foods and vitemins, also a bed and a bicycle, new for me, and I
wes given a grand two=plate electric stove, but we have to buy a transformer for it -

. as Nanking is'on 220 volts, (The vitamins were a gift)s . A grand new radio will soon
be coming too, for our Music Departments the money for it was given, and my radio-
specialist nephew is going to get it fized up with a record-player attachmente, And,
best of all, everything ceme through in perfect condition save one tiny coffee measur-
ing cup, and I hed to pay very small duty, Just imagine how grateful I am to all my
friends at home who helped us @ much, for the safe and very happy voyage, and safe
arrival home to Nanking, bag and baggagel '

1 came by freighter, the S.S. Azales. City, Waterman Line, along with ten !
other missionarios and one Russian~American business women, - our total passenger list,
There was only ohe married couple, all the rest of us were single missionaries, except:
the Russian lady, who is not married now, We had a wonderful vacation, forty-four '
days on the boat, plenty of excellent food, were given full freedom of the ship, got
to know the officers well, and each other, and we all got tenned a deep brown due to.
almost constant sunshine, We heard that one boat that started when we did from the
Panema Canal, which went a few hundred miled north of us, had only about three days of .
sunshine end ran into at least one typhoon, We had about three deys with a few showers,
otherwise wonderful sunshine. When we passed wey south of Japan, close enough to have ‘!
a good view of Iwo Jima, several nights in that area the Captain pointed out three /.

- typhoons abrewing, but by some magic -we side-stepped them alle. - The only fly in our 3
ointment was the long delays. Arriving in Galveston on the tenth, we had to wait un-
til the 20th to sail, Vie were delayed at Panama by two leaks in our ship, that hed
Just been reconverted from war usage, another weeks Then we sailed for New Orleans
instead of Panama, snother few days delay, But since there was nothing we could do
about it, I enjoyed every bit of the trips And it was great fun to see something of
New Orleans and of Panama. We had a very good trip from another angles The captain
an ald captain who has fought through both world wars, eand been everywhere, I think,
save Tibet, emd several of his officers said ours was the most congenial group of
passengers that they had ever had, '

- While our buildings here are not destroyed, the Japanese left thler.n in some
cases altered, and all in pretty bad condition, And the cost of repairs, with an
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v From Stella Marle Gfaves Al ;o , L ‘July 21, 1946

~inflation that makes living here qui%e a bit higher than in the UiSe and in U.S. dol-

lars, is a pretty Big probleme Now the idea is that we try to open Septs 30th, nearly
a. month lates - I have'been very agreesbly surprised to see so meny of the faculty mem- .

. bers here looking in better health than I had supposed probable. The biggest fight '
just now -among our own group, and Christians in general, is to battle their discourage=-
ment over the terrific problems in China now, Hope seems to be at a low ebb, "My ade=
vice 45 that whatever of money or things you may send, send them through the Mission
Boards, not through UNRRA. They'will get to the people and be better and more fairly
dlstrlbuted among peoplo who can do . something for Chine, and will help to build wup
their moralee  And don't forge» the battle you must Tight against meterialism, fear
and greed in the U S. China is not the only country w1th these problemsl

’

- And ' now my best wishes and love to you all,

Stella Marie

’ July 26, 1946

PeSe  Our faculty housc on ‘the hill still has the same wonderful view of most of
Tenking. The living room and dining room used by the western faculty look amazingly
homelike, curtains - pld ones to be sure =~ up, and some feir beautiful pleces of old
Chinese furniture, that give some class to the living roome The Chinese dining room
in this building has.been out up ~ the cement floor out off and lowered at one edge
and two alcoves made, and a cement charcoal burner built into the floor to make it a
Japanese 11v1ng rooms The room is a wrecks All of the facmlty rooms are cleaned up
and mostly in use on the second floore. The first floor offices of teachers, and
third flogr rooms are still 'pot in uses The only buildings mostly ready to use are
the library with its first-floor administration offices, one dormitory with ebout
“thirty living there, and our house with ebout 12 or 15 living heres This number ine
cludes a few childrens Carpenters are busy making furnitures It is amazing what Nrs,
Chen saved, she and Blanche'Wu, of furnlture, good dishes for Chinese food, and our
western dishese I found 81 of my books in the library, but none of my music, I SUpe

' pose this is a half or a third of my books, only I do miss many music textss PFor ine
stence, -I have one volume of Browning's poems out of threes Much of the furniture
which was found or not destroyed lacks a drawer or other essential part, and repaired,
looks odd with its combination of white unvarnished wood and the darker stained wood.
People seem cheerful, Better food, both. fpr Chinese and western faculty members,®

. then for -the months before, is helplng. The food seems almost adequete;for us westerns
ers it is enough and 1t ig goods ' . ‘ ' - :

Second Postscript! = I must add more although this letter is growing into colossal
proportionss Ruth Chester ewpects to leave on the Goneral Meiggs the ond of August.
Florence Kirk and Harriett Whitmer and Blanche Wu are all feeling betters Eva returned
after a week in Shanghai, Vi lieo~-i is just back from two months' rest on Kuling, ’
Lucy Yeh, my department head, just arrived from Chengtu, by American Army plane on
Fridaye. I have not seen her yet, And Hung Dah*llng and her husband, Mr.Wu, have ar-
rived in BNenking from Americe and her piano study in New York., It looks as if things
were looking up a bit for the music department, Two more planos came from Shanghai
yesterday.  We have heard there are 73 packages from America in Shanghai for Ginling

. College and the University of Nanklng, but no bill of leding yet.

. Wo hope to get a stove - Evals = back soon, The cook performs deily miracles
cooking-for five or more hungry foreoigners on two tiny charcoal stoves (feng—lu)g Ve
depend for most of our drinking and b01ling water on the dormitorys The cook oarrios
it up the h111. : N :
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The exterior of otr buildings is not much changed, save for the watoh tower

on the second residence which was finished very much not according to our plan, and

- the front added pestico ‘and watch tower-on one of the academic buildingss . One hill
just back of the Central Building .is honeycombed with dugoutse The timbers have now.
been removed, There were six entrances, and rooms. fitted up with electricity, Harriet
‘says all of the big trees from our hill were cut down and . used for timber, However,
our hill is still well-covered with small trees and underbrush,.’ The Japanese did
build us a good brick wall on the street side of our property - quite a long ones The
Ccity itself is so changed - so ruch more built up in sme places, and new roads, 8o
that 1 hardly know where I ame One of my boat companions, Anne Davison, was here for
& few dayss We took her out to sce Dre Sun Yat Sen's tomb, also Spirit Valley and the
Ming tombs. Only in Spirit Valley did the Japenese do any damage, and not much there,
So far Ifve seen little evidence of the bombing of Nanking, It has ‘been largely re~
built, I judge. The Chinese section of Shanghoi, however, still shows many battle -
scarse ‘ ' o : ' ' '

Certainly the political situvation - and military - is bad, Some are urging
that we stop at once all supply of arms to the Nationsl ist Govermment,  Thet soundsg
very right, - except, who knows, will Russia stop supplying the Communists with the
means of making war? Is it possible that our American munitions makers are fomenting
this trouble? Of course, the problems here aré not entirely American-made by any
means, though.the presense of American Armed .ForEEE has helped the inflation to go up
more rapidly than it would have otherwise, and has created other problems, tooes I em

- convinced that the solution of Chinats problems does not lie in the control and dicta-
torship of either the Nationslist or the Communist parties, but a real solution can '
only come with the birth and growth of a new spirit, melking people on a nationwide
scale change in their inner attitudes to a real patriotism which will meke them seek
“their country's best good without counting the price they may have to paye ‘Unity cen
only come from a new spirit within and that can only come from recognizing and obeying
fully =nd gladly the voice of God within the hearts of everyman, o

With this I really will end my first letter to you all from Nanking, I
shall be writing to many of you, to.all, I hope, individually, whenever I find things
of special interest to yous ‘ ' . ‘

Stella HMorie-
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Date of Return.

When the news of Japants surrender on August 15, 1945, burst upon the campus
of West China University in Chengtu, where four Christian Universities were refugeeing,
any people in their delirious Joy that the war was over sew themselves returning to
their homes in North and East China within a few weeks. But a little sober reflection
soon showed that that was out of the questioné There were two insuperable difficul~
- tiess In the first place, our former buildings were in no state to receive usg in
the second place, there were no sufficient means of transportation for the thousands
and millions who wished to return homoe : ‘

: : A careful review of the facts soon made it clear that the earliest possible .
return would be during the summer of 1946, erd that we eould not open our own campuses
until the avtumn of 1946, ' ‘ ’ ‘

In order to give time in which te move, the autumn term was shortened by
two weeks, the winter vacation reduced from three wecks to less than ome, and the
spring term wes finally reduced .for the University of Nenking and Ginling to 12 weeks
instead of 18 weeks as usual, in order to get the move over before the very hot
weather, the very heaVy>rain§, and the oholera season began, Yenching closed about ‘
two weeks later, and Cheeloo two weeks later still, so that by the middle of Moy all

‘the refugee institutions were ready to leave, while the first of the University of
Nanking and Ginling groups had left Chengtu in the middle of April, :

Routes and Means of Transport

Vhen those of us (the University of Nanking and Ginling) who lived in Nane
king erivisaged the return, we had always thought in terms of going by truck to Chunge
king, and then by river to Nenkings It would surely be easy to charter a boat, and
‘move rapidly down the swiftly flowing Yangtze, through the scenie splendour of the
Gorges, and the broad reachos below Henkow to our destination in Nanking, But the '
actuality was very different, River traffio got moving relatively slowly, the Yangtze
all through the winter was exceptionally low, and the first call on the boats avail- -
able was to move the government, Representatives of various colleges met in Chungking
to find out when they could get transport assigned to them on the river by the Governe
nent, and it appeared that Ginling's turn would not come until October 1946, and the
‘niversity's, except for a small number, only a little earlier, So other ways and
mesns had to be sought, ’

The only possible route over whic¢h large numbers.could go #ppeared to be the
‘Northern route, by truck as far as Paochi, and then by rail, except where the line was
not yet mended, and then by truck egain, via Sian and Loyang to Nankings And that was
the route that the lafge,numbers went, A féW'important or delicate members of the
faculty flew from Chungking to Nenking; here and there a person with some friends in .
the shipping world went by boat; and of course many of the students went on their owm
with friends who could help them +to get plane or boat passage; but the only route ore
gonized for any large numbers was the northern route by truck end train,

Freight

Although we did not think we had much when we came, we had, especially the
Jniversity, brought a good deal when we left Nenking, and we had accumulated a good
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deal since. Prices in Nanking were daily rising, and were rapidly'overtaking and
passing those of Chengtu, and it seemed desirable to teke anything of real use with
us, but how? By truck one was only allowed 30 kgs per person, and there was little
sxtra space for institutional books, pepers, equipment, etc. The only possible route
for heavy freight seemed the rivers - Barly in January wb'bggan packing and arrangements
were made with river boats to take the first lots of freight all the wey by river,
first to Chungking, via Kiating and Suifu, and then on down through the gorges to Nan~
king.  With many delays and meny difficulties, they arrived at Chungking, and there
at-this date (July 5)'they still are, though they left Chengtu in Jenusrys It seems
unlortunate that this year of all years, the river should be so low that many boats
which could usually travel on it in wintertime could nots. .Our second lot of freight
lof't the campus by truck in May, and-when it reached Chungking there was another blocky
all freight space on the river had been commandeered by the Gemeralissimo to take rice
to the famine arease. So all our freight - a large emount of the University's and a
relatively. smell emount of ours - is sitting at Chungking, and when it will arrive in
" Nanking is a very uncertain propositions Let us hope it does ultimately arrive, and
does not: find its destination, as quite a lot of freight has, at the bottom of one of
the whirlpools in the Yengtze Gorgess '

The Journez

All the trucks that started out on the long trek to Nanking hed slightly dife
ferent experiences; some took 13 days, that was ‘the record; some owing to breakdowns
took up to 29 deys, but the general pattern was the sames Twenty~seven adults and ‘
their luggage was the allotment for each truck; the luggage went in first and the
people sat on top; sometimes it was fairly comfortable, sometimes it was very much
the reverse, but at no time was it luxurious. The first days! journey lies through
the plain of Chengtu, but towards evening one reaches the beginning of the hills, and
from then on one is going through hilly and mountainous country almost continually un=
til Paochi is reacheds The shortest time one can travel from Chengtu to Paochi is in
four days, but the truck on which I was took eight days, mginly owing to the.fact that
we started late, and that we were held up by ferries, once for a whole morning, and
another time at Kwan Yuen for two days, The ferry at Kwan Yuen, if one ferry is worke
ing, can take at the most 12 - 16 trucks over in one day, and if there is an accident
and the truck slides off the little nerrow boards on which it has to maneuver on and
off" the ferries, then a whole morning or more may be wasbted in getting that one truek
up from the muds When we arrived at Kwan Yuen there were over 50 trucks ahead of us
waiting to go across, and we ghould have had to wait even longer than two days, if the
leader of our group had not persuaded a military officer, who had priority for his
trucks, to take our empty truck over with his full truck (of ammurition)e

People had gone .shead over the route and arranged for places at which we
could stay. Where there was & Mission School or Church we stayed there, spreading our
bedding rolls on the floor, getting water in our wash basins from well or some other
source, and expecting little in the way of conveniencess A floor with a roof, some
supply of water, and a lavatory of sorts (generally wery much "of sorts"), were all
that we expected; even at that the constant. stream of visitors must have been a good
deal of trial for the long-suffering pastors and masters, but they bore up nobly,
Other places in which we stayed included the residence of the Hsien Magistrate (he
treated us with royal hospitality and supplied camp beds for some of us), & hostel of
the Chinese Industrial Cooperatives, a first-class sléeping coach on the station of

Sien (supplied us by the Statiommaster, whose daughter had just graduated from Ginling),
and in the last resort, inms, =~ but only twice did we go to an inn; they are not very
desirable generally, being dirty, with abundont livestock, and generally very noisy,
though this was not true of one little country imn where we stayed. Other parties
moy heve stayed at other types of places, but that was where the group I was with
stayede L ¢ : . .

e
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.. Meals on the way were, as they generally are in Ching, extraordinarily good,

We generally, though not always when the start was very early, hed a hot breakfast of .
sorts before we left - rice gruel, eggs in various forms, and breads of various kinds
were the usual, Around mid-day - though sometimes much earlier and sometimes' much
later, we stopped for lunch,; and could almost always find a place with really tasty
and well-cooked food, =nd then in the evening after we had spread our.bedding rells,

- and washed off a top layer of dirt, we would wander onto the streets and find some
eating place, and often at night we had noodles. '

, - The truck pert of the journey was really pleasant; we had no serious ac~
cident; we went through gorgeous scenery full of interest for students of Chinese
history; ‘the weather and the food were good, and if one's body was not always come
pletely comfortable, the discomfort was not too great to be borne, ‘The luggage, which
(except for two nights) had all to be lifted on end off the truck every day, was
rather o nightmare, but at any rate the truck took you to the place where you were
staying and‘called.fgr you the next morning; and though there were a good many egrly
starts, there was not any nervous tension about them as you knew the truck would not
start without you. o o . ' ’

‘ N When- the train part of the Journey began, the story was very different, The
luggage still had to be lifted on and off every day, for only once did we travel by
night, but the train did not take you to the place where you were staying, so that the -
luggage had to be moved four extra times on and off the rickshaws, or whatever vehicle,
wheelbarrow, etcs, that might be teking it to the place where we were staying, The
starts\ seemed to get earlier and ‘earlier; +the earliest was when we started getting

up at 2:30 asms in order to be on the station platform by 4 a.,m., and there was a
nervous tension there as thé trains might start without you, snd it somotimes was
quite a scramble to got a places Generally the tension was followed by a slight letw
‘down, as often the trains were late, though on the whole we did not have too bad luek
in that direction, One was perheps a little more comfortable as to posture in the
train, but they were much hotter than thé truck, and the rest of humanity, with all
its sbitting, throat-clearing; etes, was much more with one, Also the soenery had
gradual 1y become drier and drier, and the outlook from the trains, though still spec~

~ tacular sometimes, was almost always hot'and dusty-looking, It made you rather hot

- and uncomfortable to look at, and made one very conscious of the difficulty of living
in these parts as compared with the fertile plain around Chengtu, or the green ond
pleasant valley of the Yangtze, ‘ . S

© We went on the train from Paochi to Sian, where we stayed two nights and one.
day, and did a little sight~seeing, Sian-~ previously known as Chang~An (Long Pesce)
was a former capital of China, and has -considersble historieal interest, We did a
little sight~seeing, and went to the Pei Lin (Forest of Teblets) where there are meny -
famous inseriptions, including the Nestorial Stone, which deseribes the first intro=-
duction of Christienity into China, at tho time of the Tfang Dynasty. From Paochi we
went to Shanchow, where we also stayed two nights and one day, as we could not get
tickets for the next day for the buse Shanchow was the furthest westerly peoint to
which the Japaneéese penetrated in that district, and the driest, most barren=looking
spot I have seen for some times The journey from Shanchow to Loyeng, which we had to
do by truck, ms the railway is not quite through at that point, was the worst of the
whole trips’ The road was appallings We swayed and bumped and jolted, end almost
tipped over, and were covered the whole ride in a cloud of dust, The traffic on the
road is heavy, and the fact that it consists of two quite different types ~ fairly
rapidly moving trucks, snd very slowly moving mule carts does not add to the ease of
the journey, - However, we did take only one day, and arrived at Loyang, weary but,
wholes S : :

At Loyang we hsd to stay, owing to a slight delay on the line and t@e dif?‘ _
- ficulty of getting tickets, two days; but I am afraid the party that I was with were .




_geturn and'Rehabiliﬁation of Ginling College - o . Page 4

too weary to try md seec the sights, though some people in some of-the groups did take
the trip to the famous Lung Men, which are about 9 miles from the eitys We concen- ,
trated on resting, and getting élean, An amazing amount of time goes in the intervals
. of a journey like this on Just the small details of livingy At Loyang also we attended
Church for the first times The previous Sunday we had been traveling to Paochi, and
though we had quite a vigorous hymn-singing on the truck, I am afraid we did not ate -
tond Church., At Loyang we were staying at the Lutheran Mission (Norwegian, and Amerie
con-Norwogian) so we wont to their Churche It was really a very impressive congroga-
tion, and I gather they hed held together well through the Japanese occupation, I
- shink stern rugged conditions such as you have at Loyang (one of the missionaries
there told me that,during her first term of service at Loyang, there were three years
of drought, one of locusts, one of flood, and then the Jepanese), must be more con-
genial soil for the growth of Christianity then the fertile plains of Szechuan; cer=-
'tainly 1t is a long time since I have seen so large and so earnest a congregationy
they seemed to enter with such zest into the whole service. At Loyang we also had the.
only foreign meal that we had en route, and I collected a bug of sorts, - anyrate I
was upset while there, ‘ ' -
. From Loyang to Nemking we moved fairly quickly, as we got to Chengchow Monw .
day evening, having left Loyang in the morning, left Chengchow early the next morning)
arrived at Hsuchofu in the evening, end took the night trein from there to Neanking,

.~ One of the University of Nanking trucks upset, and there were seven seriousw -
ly wounded, and all had some kind of bruises, etce, but fortunately no one was killed,
It was just after they hed left Kwan Yuan, so they were taken back there, and later
flown to Chengtu, as there wos no hospital in Kwon Yuan, One of our trucks broke
down very often, and they were held up for two days and two nights before they got to
Kyan Yuan, marooned in o lonely spot, and again they had a big breskdown between Kwan
Yuan and Paochi, so that it. took them 13 days to reach Paochi, instead of the minimum
~of fours. But all the trucks and groups have now arrived, and I think there are only -
a f'ew more Szechuan students to come down in August, so that I suppose we can consider
ourselves -lucky.

Conditions in Ginling

As many of you know, our college buildings after June 1942, when the Japa=
nese turned our Chinese and Weetern faculty off the campus (the Westerners who were
there in December 1941, remained for six months), were used as the Military Headquar-
ters in Nanking of -ome branch of the Japanese army, so as you can imagine, they were
a good bit knocked about, The Japanese epparéntly had a tremendous itch for changing
things; where there were partitions, they knocked them down; where .there were none,

‘they put them ups Much of the furniture which originally belonged to the College was
no longer here when we got-our buildings back, but there is a large collection of misw
cellaneous furniture here, some.of it we are sure taken from other people’s houses,
and some perhaps of Japanese origin, So you never quite know how long you will keep
anythinge ' :

) Our outstanding losses include all scientific equipment, (they took out even
the chemistry benches from the Science Buildings); a very large part of our furniture
both for classrooms, bedrooms and public rooms, (there are certain importent items
lef't, such as the tables in the library ~ but not the chairs not all the book shelves,
~ the pews in the Chapel, and the chairs in the Science Lecture Hall)s all but three
of our pianos (we had.over 20 of them) and part of our library (we do not yet know how
great a part, ds many of the books were scattered over Nanking and have been gradually
recollected together again.,) So you see we have quite a bit to replace. OR, ahother
importent loss is all our radiators and furnages; in fact, plumbing in general, ex=-

" cept_in one large faculty residenée, which the officers themselves lived ing the = ,
radiators have gone there too, but wash basins, porcelain tubs and flush toilets remaing
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However they have not only taken away, they have also left things. Small
bulldlngs of every kind and varlety have been scattered over the campus, and a fairly
~lerge collection of miscellaneous furnmiture, not to mention odd trifles duch as what
looks like a miniature tenk, thousands of horse shoes, and ‘a quite considersble amount
of telephone cable buried in tho grounds Most of the buildings, though not all, are
being taken down. The wood, which originally came from our own woods, has been taken
from the dugouts to make into tables and stools for the dinlngroons, end the horse
nhops, cable, etc., have been sold;

The front campus is 1ooking more or ‘less like itself . onse more, but penetrate
"behind that and you are in a regular wildernesse Whether we shall be ready to open by
the boginning of September is rather a questions . I think the biggest quostion is the :
arrival of scientific equipment from Americe. Shipping is still difficult, and the
unloading of freight in Shanghai still presonts many problems, but at any rate we have
to be working. for a specific dates

Erospects

- As we look shead for bhe next year, one oannot help being rather epprehen-
sive about both the political and economic situations The talks are still continuing,
ond quite o numbeér of people think that the situetion may dreg on in a state of cone
gstant tension and friction, but without flaring up into a full-scale and widespread .
clVll wars * It is hard to see how a satisfactory solution can be reached which would
nut an end to the present conflict in a decisive way, since both sides want conditlons
' that the other side camot possibly gives And even if they were to arrive at a solu~ '
tion on paper in Nanxlng, it is highly unlikely that the subordinates on either side !
vwould obey it out in the fields There is a good deal of evidence to suggest that some, °
at least, of the Communist troops are not behaving as Communists eround Yenan have
" done, and one questions the strictness of the discipline that Yenam exercises gwer ,
thems' Equally I would not went to hold the Central Government responsible for all that -
troops nom;nally under them dos Aftar more than twenty years in Chine, one has’ ceased
to feel any surprise at a somewhat unstable politlaal s tuation that seems to be the |
. case as often as not, but what makes the outlook rather blacker this time is the :

economic situations Inflation continues at a tremendous rate, prices for Chinese coms
modities were about twice as much in Nenking as in Chengtu when we first came, ond
they are continuing to rise fairly sharply. Foreign trade is almost an impossibility,
and one wonders where the whole situation will lead toes Yet without some polikical
stability, it is hard to see how any economic stebility can be achievod. However, the
inflation has been going on for so long now thet perhaps it cen go on for a long tlme
. yet, and we may be fated to remain in a 1tuatlon which seems impossible, but never
' quite reaches a final orisis,

- It mekes all planning for an ‘institution both as regards. fees and salaries
quite difficult, and increases the treasurer's work very considerably, but perhaps in,
the end we shall got used to it and accept it as a chronic sondition,

" One of the drawbacks of living in such an abnormal situation is that it is
very hard for presidents and such to concentrate on the educational problems; the
-economic problems of administration plsy so great a parte But I hope that now that
we are back on our own campus end know the part we are to have in the future develop-
ment of Christian Higher Educatlon, we shall be able to put the main part of our ef'-
fort into becomlng what we should, and not merelv continulng to existe '




, - . - o Ginling College, Nenking
R _ September 23, 1946
Dear Friends of Ginling: - ' N

I want to write you about the "Romance of Rehabilitation" at Ginling this =
summer, From the campus &+ Chengtu we thought, "What a Joy it will be to get back tg
Nankingl! We shall have the Nanking heat to cope with, but there will be the long,
long summer to put everything in order before tho big family begins to return."

-~ Well, as it has tumed out, there hasn't been much "romence® but hindrences
.at every tumn, merpected diffioulties and delays, Today more than half the student
body (about 180 girls) have returned snd classes begin in a week, but there is still ;
e groat deal to be done, We have no card catalogue in the library, end piles of books
- gotten in Hruckloads this spring from second-hand book stores wait to be catalogued, :
Our freight from Chengtu has still not started from Chungking,and the books and -
science equipment shipped from America is either 8till in the United States, or in
Shanghai, where it has rested since the middle of Junel The science departments are:
in a bad way, The Biology Department has a viper, caught on the campus not long ago,
&s a stert on specimens, but +he Chemistry Department faces the opening of school with
no equipment whatever, In the English Departmentwe sre better off then most, for in
Shanghai recontly I was oble to purchasc sufficient toxts to make a start, The Musig
Depar tment, which before the war had more then twenty pienos, has managed to get nine.
together. All summer we could gain some assurance by thinking of the long weeks that -
still intervened befors work began; now thot is no longer possible, =

‘ - The Rehabilitation Committee {Dr. Dpavid Hsiung, Mrs. Tsen, Blanche Y,
Herriet Whitmer, Chen Shih-dzung, end Dr, W) has been hard at work, meeting every
Thur sday afternoon, and -laformally many times during the week, Their sense of humor
has been an invaluable aid +o their outlook, - ' ‘
, As legacy the Japeanese Military Headquarters left us both gifts and problems, .
Gifts? Two watch towers on the top of buildings, unsightly enough, bub ono of them
affording us a gorgeous view of Nanking - which we plan to keep; a million dollars
worth of horseshoes; +two lines of windows in our Arts Building ‘which mean that either
class or teacher looks into the light; some electric clocks; bathhouses; stablesg
two prison cells in the gatekeeper's lodge; kitchen quartors behind Miss Spicer's
house; wooden screens; shovels; electric wiring; conglomerate furniture - Iiss
Spicer says they played "general post" with furniture in Nenking; a lot of buried
electric cable; three concrete horse-troughs, one in front of %the Administration
‘Building, which might becomo a goldfish bankl; statuary in our infirmary which be~
longs to the Art Dopartment at Central Universitys a now motor road up to the faculty
dormitories on the hill, not en unmixed blessing since it cuts across the playing
field; a quantity of aponese style baths; tatauis; saki bottles; an electrified
barbed-wire fence behind #300";  several safes, ’

'In return, one might say, they helped themselves to our trees: they dew .-
molished the bemboo grove near Bast Court, cut half of the sycamore driveway, cut the
eryptomeria near East Court, and some of the pecan treess; moved a beautiful deodar
from the garden to the main quadrangle just in front of 300", thus unbalancing the
space; ocut all trees in the hill grove thet wers seven or more inches in diameter,
Much of this wood went into dugouts, one of which was very elaborates this has in
part been retrieved and used for new furniture, To do the Japenese military justice,
they cut trees for actual use,and not for the love of destruction. They changed the
outer campus, but did not demage it permanently, Already nature had filled in gaps,
and the grass of its own accord hes covered the front quadrangle which last December
was a muddy holes It seems a minor loss thet they romoved daffodil bulbs end rose
bushes. Visitors say, "How lovely the campus lookst" We agree, but we think of the
unsightly places the groundsmen hsve not been able to touch yet - the weeds where we
used to have laewns, the holes in hillsides which were dugouts, the ranl: growth where
we once had tennis courts. We all think the new drivewsy and gateway made by the
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Japanese are much loss‘satisfactory'than our former entrance; - coming in directly as
we now do, we miss the drive through the beautiful sycemores, and the delight of
turning up thé avenue +o face the Smith Buildinge

o Much greater problems appeared within the buildings. The Japenese must have
had an iteh for architectural climnge, for they altered every building they used. One
dormitory {"600") suffered most of all, for there most of the rartitions were removed;,
it cost seven millions to do the minimum architectural repairs, In places whore no ;-
holes had been pounded into walls, or concrete floors removed, there was the wear and .
tear on floors, smoke on the walls, dirt everywhere, plaster gouged out of walls, coéul
» crete out of stairways, nicks and notches in chepel benches, screens torn off, locks:
reomoved from doors, a door off this classroom,,glass‘out of windows, removel of b1acE~
boards snd heating system, bathroom fixtures and furniture. They cut off some of the
beautiful library tables which served them as dining-room tubles. B
. Wheels moved within wheels, and it was difficult to get any one building
finished completelys Bverything seemod to depend on something else which for some ‘
reeson could not be done just mow, TFor examplo, when the worlmen tacklod the Science
Building, there were first of all the obvious things waiting to be done, such &s, pute
ting in partitions reémoved by the Japanese, repairing doors emd windows, When they
jinvestigated the piping of water to the Chemistry leboratory, they discovered the -
Japanese had cemented up the outlet pipes. Piping in America is within reason, but
here it was vory expensive, a foot of one-inch costing UsSa$1.203 to save an outley
for this, they had to take time +o dig up buried piping. Miss Whitmer tells how dif-
ficult it was to do  the apparently easy thing of moving into the South Hill Paculty :
House when she came in April. Dr. Hsiung felt that someone should live there to pres
vent thefts, Before it could be occupied, a path had t be mede through the under- S
growth, This meant getting an estimate from a contractor asnd then walting for a goodi.
path to be laide Then came the gquestion, "Is it safe for you and Miss Wu to live
there alonc? So Dr. Hsiung had an alarm installed,'necessitating arranging for
servants to sleep in the building down on the main campus so that the alarm could be
answered. The surface cleaning had been done when Miss Whitmer arrived, but it took
three people two weeks +to dig the dirt from floors, wash windows, scrub woodwork. :
Then the calcinining could be donoc, N ' ‘

'Further,aspeots of delay were caused by the rising costs for workmen, and Pl
the difficulty of getting worlmoen after the Government started its building programe - -
We have waited two or three months for such simple carpentry to be done as getting a
new leaf for the dining-room table or the bottom _board for a drawer, So we do with
makeshifts in the matter of chairs, glad that we are as confortably fixed as we are,
Sometime soon, perhaps, we shall get the benches that mateh our refectory~style
dining=-room table, and the leaf, =md board for the drawer, Neer one of the dormitories -
("400") is a long line of decrepit-looking furniture awalting the attention of the 3
carpenters who are busy on more urgently-needed work, Some of the deleys in our
residence are as follows. The dining-room where Chinese food is served, converted
intoe a Japanese-style livipng-room, has waited all summer for attention; this means
the faculty must eat down in "400" and now that the studenmts are arriving that is a -
difficulty; the workmen will probably start on this room tomorrows The Japanese left.
us with a water supply installation none of us understand; the result is that although
We open water-cocks and close them when we should, we have no water rumming from aboutb
8 awme to towards nighte In hot weather this is annoyings Neither are we outfitted
to do as we used to do, dip water from a "gong" with a bamboo dipper; gongs are too
expensive to buy, especially if it is Just for a short time, So we Pill one bathtub
and hope that will supply the nceds for the days Dre Hsiung has worked on it, we have
experinented, and asked the gdvice of a guest who is an expert in sanitary engineering.
Last week Miss Graves and I went shopping and were suceessful in buying plugs for
bath tubs and bowls which we've noeded for a long time, and, clips for pietures to be
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hung from moldings, We camot have windows on the second and third floors washed for

- there are no ladders and men available to do the work, We have quite a problem of .
sticky varnish on many doors; it mey be that the carpenter can do them over with

-~ Some preparation to dry up the roistures ALl $ummer we have had to employ the time~
honored method of locking a deor by putting a chair under the knobi We ars promised-
;haf before long the locksmith will come and make keys for all the doors, and rephir.
oclise : - ‘ : , P

- It is quite wonderful what has been accomplished. The former, carponter shop
has beeq remodeled for the use of four families, and their kitchens sre in the former .

* furnace room, which is of little use mow that we have no furnsces} Bast Courtthas - heer.
made over to accommodate four Pamilies instead of single women faculty; swall kitcharns
6 £'ts by’ 9 fte, have been built for their uses Furniture has been svolved from dugont
Tumber, In the student dormitories where Soochow tubs onec surved as bath tubs,
showers have been instelled. The securing of the percelain buckets for toilets is |
quite & story. If they were bought in Nanking, they would cost U.S.$10 each, but if

- we could get them from Kiukieshg, they would cost less then half that, . Miss Chen Shih~
dzung arranged with the capbain of o river-boat to transport them %o Nanking for us as’
soon as they were ready. He did nof wish to smuggleé them down, so asked the College;

' to write an official letter which he might present to the Companys Every time he - °©
passes. through Kiuklang, he asks about them, but they still heve not resched us, and:
the girls are arriving! We shall have to invest in a certain number at once,- no R
metter what the Nanking price is, For wecks the main campus has resounded with the ; ,

" noise of corrugated iron (the roofs of Japinese toilets) being hammered into sheets o

- for sink tops in bathrooms, the formsr porcclelin ones being town out by the Japenese, .
£ path has been laid from the main rosd to "400", using concrete blocks from Japanese
latrines} Not long ago began work on the Athletio Field. UNRBA gave us 800 sacks of -
wheat flour for work relief projects, and this was used for the food for coolies as -
they prepared the Athletic Field. Since there are no tennis racquets, only two courts
are now being prepared, chiefly for faculty uses Spaces for basketball, baseball,
archery (the problem here is that bows which could be ordered in Chengtu, cannot be
made hére), and running-track, The field is still far from cqmple%ed.. In the library-
there is order already achleved; books have been sorted, missing cards prepared, and -
most of the books shelved, Wise Spicer and I spent some time: dealing with Faculty
Club books, with the hundreds of nameless books and those heving namos. :

) Furniture has béen a mejor problems There was & heterogeneous assortment '
of furnitures, The first question, "Where is the best place for this table or desk, or
-chest of drawers?" Miss Whitmer did most of the work in this connections She . may v
appear with & light in her eyes and say, "I#ve found a place for that queer-lookiﬁg¥;q}
tables" Visitors remark about how comfortably we are sebttled, and how attractive our B
Faculty House sitting~room is. This is due to Miss Whitmer. She and the Rehabilita- *
tion Comaittee have seen to it that classrooms have sufficient chairs, most of them a ~ ¢
front teble for the teacher, that offices have desks, chairs, bookcases and some files; .
The student Social Rooms are decidedly bare so far., Students'! beds have been & resl
problem for the beds ordered from Army Surplus Supplies did not reach use . Now until ;
the beds do come, girls sleeping. on coment floors heve eots, but those on wooden flodré
sproad- their bedding down on the floor, Rooms without beds have chairs and small 'i
tables provideds Faculty rooms mey have beds, chests of drawers, and chairs provideds
those rooms with good closet space nay not get the chest of drawers. Just what the
result of this placing of furniture will be is not settled because the new faculty
dormitory is not ready for occupation, and this faculty dormitory is crowded for the
time beings ' :

One of Miss Whitmer's problems was to place the piles of drawers.removed
from furniture. It is a common thing Yo go into offices end find two or three un-
varnished drawers in otherwise good-looking pieces of furniture, that is, new drawers .
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" have had to be made, ﬁhat to do ﬁ4th the sawed—off tablos has been a problem. 'We N
havo no.scarcity of “eoffee-tables! or "fireplace tables", the irony being that there
- will be this year mo fire in the fireplaces, The Ju apenese sawed“~off chair: 1egs too,;

so when one sits down one of ten gets a shock because the chair seat is 50' lows lirse -
Tuen has had some of - the overstuffed furniture, which looked very ragged, covered sucs.
cessfully. Mrs, Tsen and Miss Whitmer wisely lent out some of the good blackwood

; furnlture when the Javaneuu'were to teke ovcro This hgs come'baoL Cand makes us looL;'

duite unllke postnwar "rchaollltees"l R R C DR

A

Glnllnp has dono an efcellent job in housing faculty. W@ are quite the’  §

envy of some other institutions. Since no houses are availeble:in Nenking, all staff,f;F:
need to be houseds If we have a woman working at Glnllng, we house her, her husband S

and children, and qlmllarly'whon it is the husbsnd'wno is on our staffs We house:
elghty 1acu1ty members.

Fuel is a problom.nowadays. Our Western kltchen has been- using one or- +wo
charcoal pottery stoves for all cookinge The faculty has as yet no arrangement for
regular supply of hot water, but each day two pails of hot water are carried up the -
hill, represontlng two hot baths. We are allotbed one a week. From Americea, our
kltchen hes ordered a kerosene stove, but word has come that it is not availsble on
the west coaste If it cannct be socured, we shall probably buy two small kerosene:
stoves, and try to have an oven made %ere. We are anxious to have an,oven for occa~‘
31ona1 use at least after monmths without one. - , P ;

W;th all ‘good wmshes,‘ .

‘Sincerely,

" Florence A.'Kirk
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Dear PFriends:

- 1 have been meaning to write a lebtter to you all for months but I just didntt
- have the time and energy to do it before leaving Chinas. Now I have been homé about
two and a half weeks, and the first excitement snd the first wearihess have worn off
and I had better get at it before everything gets so stele that I have nothing to say.
Meny of you will have heard some of the news I give from other sources, but some have
not, so please all forgive a little repetition, ' :

We closed school early in Chengtu, about the middle of April, in order to
allow time for the move back to Nenking and the reorgenization and restoration neces-
sary there before we can reopen. I thought April was unnecessarily early and protesté
so drastic a shortening of our term, but as things worked out I em inclined now +to
think it was wise. Travel conditions were terrible and we finally found that the only

\Qfﬁ Aoy there was any hope of getting our main group of students and faculty through in

. ¢ anything like a reasonable time was by the difficult and roundabout way of going by
truck to Paochi snd then by train across and down to Wankinge Most of the Eroups got
through quite well in about 17 or 18 days of-totéT“%FEVETihg - all of it very uncom-
fortable, but endurable. Oné or two had & hard time Wibh engine trouble ani Flscdod
fivers, ete. Not very long after the last of our groups got™ through; the route was
cTosed entirely, so we wore lucky we started when we dide I had to wait in Chengtu
to help with the last turning over of buildings and other things, so could not go that
waye I missed e very lnteresting experience thereby, but I had a very much easier and
more comfortable trip - by bus to Chungking and by plane from there +o Nenking, where
I arrived the end of June. _

I found that a good deal of. progress had been made since my short visit to
the camptis last December, and it was encouraging to find quite a group of faculty
there hard at work trying to get things in shapse But there was still a lot to be
done, and so little o do.it with.,- Prices are fantastic on furniture, carpentry, etc.,
so that even the most urgent things ran into the tens of millions. I could not get a
boat until the beginning of September, so I stayed and helped meinly with the dean's
work, which I turned over at the end of the summer to my successor - Loh Zung~nyi, for
those of you who know hers Summer is a busy time in the office, so I had plenty to
dos We had well aver a thousand girls taking the entrance tests this year, and that
is a large piece of work even aside from the correcting of the papers, However when
I left I felt very encouraged by the prospects of & much better freshman class thon
we have had for some years, I think we can take about 130 new students altogether ang
we had a long waiting list to fill in with as some of th& GEhovrs dropped out. It will
give everyone a boost in morale if we do have a really good class, It has been in-
evitable during these war yesrs that standerds have dropped and we are anxious to pull
them back just as fast as we cane :

~ When I left it was planned to start classes for the fall term on September
80th, so I presume they are now starting their second week, I @ sure they are having
&¥ery difficult time, for therc is no possibility that all the big problems that I
know of were solved in the 4 wesks between the time I left and tho opening date, ‘ég}ﬁ
scientifio equipment was completely wiped out, during the Jgenese occupancy, except
for the very inadequate sUpply W& HAd IH CHe¥Etue When I left there secmed little
hope that the freight from Chengtu would arrive before opening time,and new equipment
from Americe was arriving slowly, but very difficult to get unloaded in Shanghai and
sent to Nenkinge So it is a question whether they are yet in a position to start any
laboratory work at all or note Many of the students.will have to.sleep on the floor
to start with, though we hope to 'g&t Deds to them in the near futures. Mueh maleshift
furniture will have to be used, and rough floors aml dirty patched walls will be much
‘v evidences But judging from my own feeclings during the two nonths I was theré, the
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Jjoy of being back in our owmn buildings will more than outweigh 21l these difficultiocsa-
After so many long years of walting, it is good to be starting om something which has
permanence, -instead of dragging along with what was supposed to be temporary, but
which lested on and on, Now- each thing that is put right,gives a sense of achievement
and satisfaction that has been denied us for a long times

Usually I look forward to the ocean trip as a real holiday, but this +time
1t wos distinetly more of an experience than a pleasures I ceme "emergency class" on
an unconverted troopship, and it needs conversion as much as eny simner you ever saws
I took & top berth (4th story) to be above the madding crowd, end to be able to sit
up in my bunk, which was impossible on any of the lower onese It is too long a story
to describe in detail, but it was quick snd it got us here, so it wasn't too bad, "I
hope, however, that by the time I em to return, something more normal will be avail-
able, '

I feel sorry in many ways to be absent this year, for it would be a real joy
o share in all the new begimningse On the other hand, it is bound to be a very dif-
Picult year md after seven straight years, some of them difficult too, I feel too
depleted in mind and spirit. to feel that I should be of much use if I wore there, I
am really in very good shape physically and have kept well during this whole time, so
I feel both proyd and fortunate. But I am glad to be lazy for a while and that is
mainly what I am doing et presents Uy brother-in-law is just beginning the reetorship
of a church in Yardley, Pa., which is just across the river from Trenton, and although
1 am writing from Philadelphie I have given the Yardley sddress as I shall be moving
there very soon, and it will be my headquarters for the rest of the time I am homea
I bave not yet made any definite plans for the winter and spring, but I hope that I
shall be able to see a good meny of you during the months ahcad, It is good to be
backes.

With greetings and good wishes to you all,

Sincerely yours,

Ruth M. Chester
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NEWS FROM GINLING

Founders! Day Celebration

' The weekend of November 8th and 10th brought to the Ginling College campus .
many alumnee, guests, and friends to share in the events held in celebration of the =~
Thirty=-first Anniversary of Founders! Days This occasion.~ always prominent in Gine
ling history - was an especially happy one this year because it was the first big
celebration of the College since its return to Nanking after nine rofugee years at

- West China Union Universityef - : 4 ‘ :

A

While ‘tho Board of Directors gave careful deliberation to the affairs of ‘the

y 2 “ . T . . . ! .
College in an all-day session on Saturday, alumnse and visitors renewed acquointances

with old friends; and saw, at first hand, the evidences of the demage and loss broug@%

about during the Japanese occupation, the progress made in rehabilitation, and the SRS

tent of the tremendous task remeining to be done to restore their beloved campus to -
- its former boauty end proficiency. A spirit of loyalty to tho College was conspicuous
at all events of the day, and there is every resson to. believe thaet this spirit will

promote a strong determinetion %o eccomplish that task, C ;

, - At the wellratteﬁdéd‘alumnaevmeetingg there were encouraging reports and
lively discussions, The spirited alummae basketbsll team held the student team to a':

‘tie score, 8~8, in the first half of the game, but went down to a worthy defeat in the
second halfs The finel score: Students, 26; alwmae, 12. ' o

The Founderst Day banquet was held Saturd
the Smith Building for the Board of Directors and thoir wives and husbands, alumnae
and their husbands, snd the faculty. At least one alumns was present from almost
every class graduated since 1923, and each was introduced by Fresident Wu without any
- hesitation in recalling neames. It was the ocustom in previous years for the students
to be present at the Founders! Day banguete But because of the increased enrollment .
and the decreased equipment in the Reception Hall, the students could not be included,.
The students arranged their own celebration by staging exchenge of residents for the "
dinmer hour, and decorated their social halls end dining rooms attractively for the
occasions They also had inter-dormitory competition in room-orderliness snd house~

keeping, In spite of the fact that many rooms are furnished mercely with three straw
- mats and bedding on the floor and a table or covered box to hold the personal articlel
‘of the students, the rooms were neat and attractive, The "500" dormitory was aswarded:
the banner in this competition, : . :

+ Following the banquet, an entertainment was held in the Auditorium. Fach

‘class sang its class songs President Wu read numerous messages of congratulation and .
acknowledged many gifts from alumnae snd friends. The Nenking Alumnae presented a -~
lovely green wool stage curtein, whieh wes hung just in time to be used for this enterw
teinment. An hilarious skit, entitled "The Return of the Natives", was given by stu- .
dents and members of the faculty, directed by Miss Florence Kirk and Miss Eva Spicer, -
In five scenes, with emusing settings end costumes and good=hunored Charaoterizabiong%”'
of staff members, the experiences of the College family during the war years brought
hearty laughter from the audience -~ laughter which must have been, for the majority, =
more spontaneous and whole-hearted in retrospection than it was during the actual ex=:
perience. ' ' '

A dignified and impressive program was arranged for the Founders!' Day Exer-.
cises, held in the Auditorium on Sunday morninge The College does-not now have
enough caps and gowns to supply the senior class - the largest graduating olass in
Ginling history. But the scniors were anxious to conbinue this tradition of Founders!
- Dayy end, with the assistance of President -Wu and other alummae coming from Shanghai,

ay evening in the Reception Hall in.-"
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they managed to borrow enough caps and gowns from St, John's University to supply the -
entire class, and they marched hoppily down the aisles of the beautiful Audiborium to -
toke their places at the head of the gtudent bodys Following the processional march,
Bishop Y. Y. Tsu gave the invocation, .Dr. Liu Gien Tsui, alumna and member of the
Board of Directors, read the Scripture Lesson, and Miss Eva Spicer, Senier Clasg Ad-
viser, lead the prayers, The College Glee Club sang two beautiful anthemss The ad-
dress was given, in Chinese by ' Ambessador J. Leighton Stuart, He spoke on the im~
portance of developing education for women in China and +the place Ginling College holds
in that development, Among other distinguished guests who attended these exercises :
were British Ambassador Sir Ralph Stevenson, the Vice~Minister of Education, the Vicew
Minister of Social Affairs, Members of the Board of Directors and many alumnae, - b

In order that the alumnae and many friends of the late Miss Minnie Vautrin
might have an opportunity to express their respect, & memorial service was held in the~
Auditorium on Sunday afternoon., White chrysanthemuns from the gardens which Miss P
-Vautrin hed planted decorated the plotforms President Wu gave a biographical account:
of Miss Vautrin's life and her work with the College, and Miss Chen Yl~djen and Dr,
M. Searle Bates spoke in apprecilation of her work during the war years at the College:

-and among the people of Hankings College and Middle School® students attending the sefve
ice were given a pamphlet, printed in Chinese, telling the story of Miss Vaubrin'!s de=
voted service to Ginling., It was announced ot this serviece that the twelve private
and Mission Middle Schiools of Nanking had each established & scholarship in memory of:
Miss Vautrin, 4o be cwarded annually to the student of each school who shows the best

spirit of services

e e we e wm ow e e e e e

The spirit of this special Founders! Day celebration sent the entire campus’
along its way, pursuing an active program of regular classes and extrae-curriculsn
events of various kinds. Dr, Henry Sloane Coffin, who during the past week has been
giving a series of lectures for the faculties and students of the University of Nane
king and of Ginling College, addressed the Ginling College student body at the Vonday
Assembly; his subject, "Democrsey", In the evening, Dr. and Mys. Coffin met with the
Faculty Fellowship for an informal discussion hour which drew a vitally interested
groups The Science Department has scheduled a series of popular lectures. The first
cone will be an illustrated lecture on RADAR, given by Mr,Sha Pon-tung, former presidept .
of Amoy University and present General Secretary of the Central Rescarch Institute, . -

The Physical Education Department is enthusisstic about a new club formed :
for Physical Education majors, Special Fhysical Education students, and faculty, In
addition to special lectures by specialists in physical education, they plan to include
in their program minor sports, folk dancing, and arrangements for inter-class and inter—
dormitory competition in various sportss The College got off to a happy start in come -
petitive sports on November 12+h - a holiday honoring Sun Yat Sen's birthday - when -
the baskethall team brought home the banner won in their first game of the season with
Central University, The score: Ginling, 183 Central University, 13,

These and similar activities indicate how the faculty and students of Gin- ‘
ling College are taking up the challenge of training leaders for Chine,
. . : ) .

Helen Plaum ‘ ' .

Secretary to Presidemt Wu Yinfang M
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