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NEWS TFROM GINLING Creerratl

Letters from Ruth Chester, '14, and Liu En-lan tell about Ginling
Founders! Doy celebration, this year commemorating the retirement of Mrs,. Thurston, .
"who spent her best years in laying a foundation for Chinese women's education,
while Chinese women were strugrling for emancipation. Just think! Twenty-eight
years ago there was not a single Chinese women professor in China, but now
among the Ginling graduates there are not only professors, but also a college
president, doctors, nurses, principals, social workers and others in special
research fileds. Even though the material Ginling at Nanking may be destroyed,
the spirit of Ginling can never be destroyed." :

"7his year we had sn uwnusually large group coming back‘for Founders'
Dey. There were over sixty present at the alumnae meeting. A1l classes except
three were represented."” '

Mithin half an hour of the meeting, a scholarship fund of $10,000
was raised for a Thurston scholarship.ﬁ

"o had the usual Founders' Day banquet, only this was a war banquet.
The money spent was over ten times more then in pre-war days, but the food ob-
tained was only about one tenth of pre-war days. Alumnae and Board members
joined with us in the crowded dormitory dining~room.™

After the banquet came a play, "all centered around lirs. Thurston, and
Ginling's history.," The students took great delight in the acting of the faculty,
Before the play, songs were sung by each class, and by the alumnae, "As usual
the alumnae did the worst, Though they had practiced hard, they were all out of
tune and time." '

Sunday morning over six hundred attended a Founders! Day service where
En-lan told of Mrs. Thurston's part in the building of Ginling and Peter Shih
preached the sermon on "The Faith of a Great Leader®,

A second dormitory has been added, where most of the faculty reside.
Wrhe Canadian School is certainly an improvement over our previous quarters, We
enjoy especially the garden and flowers, and the space and privacy.”

Six students live in one room. There is an Indian girl, the daughter of
the Agent-General of India at Ginling this year. "Our girls are very much inter-
osted in her. This morning her room-mates have invited her out to breakfast."

Wihere is another Indian here in the Theologicel Seminarys He is an
Tndisn college professor and is delivering a series of lectures on India."

The Ginling faculty members held e "Faculty Retreat®, where they dis-
cussed "Fundemental Christian Attitudes Necessary for the Building of a Post-War
Lasting Peaces" :

The students of the different universities on the campus were holding
an athletic meet, dedicating a "new hall for the Three Principles Youth Corps of
the Kuo-min party™, and going on a camping trip.

Faculty and students will welcome eagerly President Wu, who is flying
back to China.
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Dear TFriends at Home:

We are being gladdened by some letters begimming to come through by ordinary
mail, as late as October 25, 19431 I had just been receiving some around New Years
of the previous year, = and then these have come in the last three or four days, one
from Miss Howard, and one from Helen Titcomb, I hope to get off special letters to
each of the people whose letters have gotten through to me, =~ I hope to} How these
letters are coming I have no idea, perhaps the new road is now beginning to be usable.
T should memtion such a good letter from Miss DeForests It is so wonderful %o re-
ceive letters, Thanks to a wvery popular person in our house, we have been seeing &
few quite recent magazines, as late’as October - that is fine for Chengtul I should
hiove written this last night to you, but got hold of an October Americ¢an, and there
went my eveningl '

Still, except fér prices, things go on as if there were no war here, But
there are signs of a beginning of a change; university seniors may or may not be
called up this term to do work as interpreters, - some have been called,

I had an exceptionally busy Christmas season, .Ten days before Christmas
at our evening choir rehearsal I saw Dr, Crawford walting for me. (There have been
an unusual number of cases of typhus among foreigners this year). He was waiting %o
tell me that Dr, Agnew, the conductor of the "Messiah" Chorus, (I should say, the
Five Universities Chorus which was planning to sing the "Messiah" the following week)
was down sick with typhus, - and would I take over the final %ralning of the Chorus
and the three performances? I am glad to say that Dr. Agnew is now well again, and
I did take over the chorus with just 24 hours! notice and one hour's preparation for
the first and last main rehearsal on the following night! - ten choruses, Of course
T could not have done it if I had not had the experience of the two years with the
same worlk and chorus of a few years ago, I had one other extre rehearsal on Sunday
night; then Tuesday, dress rehearsal and performances on Wednesday, Thursday and the
following Sunday night, It was a bit strenuous, bubt went off well. My own Chrisbmas
Choir service was on the preceding Sunday happily, the Sunday before Christmas.
After the Messiah and Ohristmas were past, immediately on Tuesday night came my last
regular orchestra rehearsal, and the following Sunday, January 2nd, our dress re=
hearsal a nd three nights, lMonday, Tuesday and Wednesday, of concerts in a city
church, = I survived beautifully, Of course the orchestra was much simpler than the
unexpected load of the Messiah; but it was our first public performance, so I wanted
it to go as well as possible, ~ and I pelleve they did play as well as we could have
hoped for, considering all the conditions, I got through without even a cold, and
that is an achievement, Winter concerts are no fun in unheated buildings, tempera-
ture down to forty or even thirty-two, I marvel at the love of music our students
ond Chengtu people seem to have at that price, Conducting I did get some exercise,
but the poor audience sitting so long} =~ =~ I have been so thankful for good health
this year, better than any of the other five years so far, and I'm eating two meals
a day Chinese food, breakfast and supper, Bul for breakfast I have added two eggs
and a cup of milk! I have been gaining welght, weigh at least three pounds more than
I have at any time since the beginning of my first year, about. 128 pounds,

This is the beginning of the third week of our winter vacation; aside from
two weddings of friends, and more concerts (not minel!) I've been resting some and
getting at some writing of music I've wanted to do all last term bubt did not succeed
in doing, And I'm thinking of what preperation I should make in case it is possible
For me to come on furlough in June or July, It seems to be quite definite that the
college wants me to go now if it is possible to do so, so that not all of the foreign
teachers will be away when the war ends, The College will need some of us when the
time of moving comes, some to be here and some to go ahead to Nanking, - how soon, I
wonder ? ’ ‘
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One of my very dearest Chinese friends came out of Shanghai last October °
and got hére in early January, Hwang Wen-yu, my former Foochow Wen Shan Girls School
principal. She brought her niece with her, now just ready to enter Ginling, Of
course in leaving occupied territory at every point she was just plenning to go-on to
the next city, = because educators especially, I believe, are not permitted to leave
or try to get into Free China, All was going well, but she forgot she had a btiny
hend-drawn map of the road from some place just out of decupied territory to Chung-
king! For this she was almost caught, was held and searched while on the train, and
questioned for four hours by the Japanese guard; by paying some money to the Chinese
puppet interpreter, she menaged to convince the man that she was not trying to get
out of occupied ‘territory. After she got Into Iree China, everywhere the truck or
train stopped for some reason or other she was help up about ten days. = =~ But now
after decidedly less ‘than ten days here, she went on to Chungking where she was
married 40 a Mr. Chu, menager of the Farmers Bank of China, = assistant manager, I
mean, All reports of life in Shanghai that come through her and others certainly
make it clear that things are exceedingly difficult there,

T hate to think that this vacation is so nearly over and that next Monday
T must start teaching again} I've enjoyed so much the easier hours and also really
getting down, this week,to some music writing I had left wntouched since last summer;
have been having some such good times with it and T think have been getting somewhere,
- T'11 know that better a couple of months from nmow if I still like what I have
been struggling with.

Chengtu has been having & real attack of "eoncertitis", both from within
end from oubside. A fine Viemna-trained Chinese violinist, head of one of the two
branches of the Chungking National Conservatory was one of those who suffered as &
result, by not having the kind of audicnces he might have had, had there been fewer
concerts to compete with his, not the same night, but all coming so very close ‘to-
gether, and all wanting %o meke fabulous sums of money by the sale of tickets, « for
good causes always, = but just too manys His accompanist, our alumnae of the music
department of about three years ago, had to begin with, a most natural dexterity, and
she has grown in poise and depth of tone; played both the Beethoven Kreoutzer Sonata
for violin and piano, and the lendelssohn Concerto, and other shorter pleces all on
the seme program very well we thought, She had no difficulty keeping right with him
sll the time, and at times nearly stole the show, a sign of her youth, She has passed
the Chinese Government exems and we are trying to help her with her plans for going
to America to study, as soon as she can get away,and get passage. I suppose it is
not impossible that she might be travelling with me, I would be so happy if it would
work out that way, The newly organized Chungking Symphony Orchestra which came here
during our examination week, fared pretty much in the same way. It is made up largely
of musicians that have come from Shanghei, and have been working now for two years
together, They played reasonably well and I hope they will continue to work together
and improve until they are a really fine orchestra, I was thrilled most by seeing
such an orchestra made up entirely of Chinese musicians and a Chinese conductor, =
and it was great to hear an orchestra again that played so comparatively well. I
think they probably played as well as any orchestra of that age might play.

So many are going home on furlough this year or next, it surely is going to
be inereasingly hard for missions and colleges to carry on (and middle schools),
people due and overdue for furlough, health reasons, and perhaps in part financial.

Tt costs now decidedly more to live here than in the U.S., unless the present exchange
rate can be adjusted more satisfactorily, more nearly to what the Chinese dollar is
worth in actusl buying power, A loaf of bread yesterday cost thirty=one dollars
(eight slices only).

We have been rejoicing in the sunshine yesterday (the 10th) and this morne
ing., There were four or five days since & week before Christmas when we had, I
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suppose, as much as one or two hours of sunshine, otherwlise just no sunshine at all?l
In days like this you would see dozens of small groups of students and older people
of‘ten, sitting out on the grass om our campus, knitting if girls, reading, but mostly
talking, There has been no snow this winter,snd wntil the last two weeks practically
no rain, = just thick heavy clouds, also almost no wind, The mountains are usually
not visible, but we are nearly surrounded by mountains; and Dr, Daniel Dye says it
is difficult to have a big storm or much wind in a tea cup. From now on, we should
have more sun, but the rainy season is not yet,

This has been a very rambling kind of Tetter without much point to it, -
except to tell you that I am remembering you all, Our student-faculty fellowship
group is growing, but slowly; this spring term we hope for more progress for each of
us individually and as a group working together. A sermon last Sunday by a fine
Chinese echoed what, I suppose, is in the hearts of must of us, With all the force
of his personality, he insisted that there is no hope for our world outside of the
Gospel of our Lord, His work in us, through us in the rebuilding, the redemption of
our world, It puts the greatest responsibility on us for keeping close to God and
for the most faithful and prompt and glad obedience, both in study and working to-

- gether to find and do God's most gracious- will. I am sure we are all doing a lot of

thinking these days, and I hope a great deal of praying as well as working. Somehow
I feel the work I do which is wnrelated to prayer just gebts nowhere, and is often-
times worse than wasted time and energy, especially when it is spent in trying to
put through some pet plan of my own for a day., I want to get clear away from this,

I do feel the need so much of your prayers, = the opportunities here are so treméendous.
Almost the only possible outlet for student activities, aside from their studies, at
present is through work under Christian auspices, - and the Government Youth Corps
(which is not very popular). Almost no direct war work is possible. We are too far
from any actual front now, and trensportation is so poor it is useless to try to

meke things for soldiers, seemingly. Other forms of public service are frequently
blocked; « concerts and such unfortunately seem to be the chief means of selfw-
expression, and the groups who want such self-expression - of ralsing money for
worthy causes are nearly unlimited in number, but the number of music students and
musicians on this campus and in the city is very limited. The result is decidedly
painful at times to use. We feel rather the goats of this situation! However we do
our best! And are glad to do our bit in the war effort in this way. After all I'm
sure I prefer the concert method to working in some war plant at home, Still you can
be sure I am getting very eager to come home for a year, I want so much to see you
all, and to be at home,

My love to each one of you, and my best wishes,

Stella Marie




Ginling College
Chengtu, Szechuen,
Pebruary 7, 1944

Dear Friends at Home:

We are being gladdened by some letters begimming to come through by ordinary
mail, as late as October 25, 19431 I had just been receiving some around New Years
of the previous year, - and then these have come in the last three or four days, one
from Miss Howard, and one from Helen Titcomb, I hope to get off special letters to
each of the people whose letbters have gotten through to me, ~ I hope to! How these
letters are coming I have no idea, perhaps the new road is now beginning to be usable.
I should mention such a good letter from Miss DeForest, It is so wonderful to re-
ceive letters, Thanks to a very popular person in our house, we have been seeing a
Pew quite recent magazines, as late as October - that is fine for Chengtu! I should
Tave written this last night to you, but got hold of an October Ameriéan, and there
went my eveningl

Still, except for prices, things go on as if there were no war here, But
there are signs of a beginning of a change; university seniors mey or may not be
called up this term to do work as interpreters, - some have been called,

I had an exceptionally busy Christmas season, Ten days before Christmas

at our evening choir rehearsal I saw Dr, Crawford waiting for me, (There have been
an unusual number of cases of typhus among foreigners this year). He was waiting to
tell me that Dr, Agnew, the conductor of the "Messiah" Chorus, (I should say, the
Pive Universities Chorus which was plamning to sing the "Messiah" the following week)
was down sick with typhus, - and would I take over the final training of’ the Chorus
and the three performances? I am glad to say that Dr., Agnew is now well again, and

I did bake over the chorus with just 24 hours' notice and one hour's preparation for
the first and last main rehearsal on the following nightl - ten choruses., Of course
T could not have done it if I had not had the experience of the two years with the
same work and chorus of a few years ago, I had one other extra rehearsal on Sunday
night; then Tuesday, dress rechearsal and performances on Wednesdey, Thursday and the
following Sunday night, It was a bit strenuous, bubt went off well, My own Christmas
Choir service was on the preceding Sunday happily, the Sunday before Christmas,
After the Messiah and Christmas were past, immediately on Tuesday night came my last
regular orchestra rehearsal, and the following Sunday, January 2nd, our dress re-
hearsal a nd three nights, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, of concerts in a city
church, ~ I survived beautifully, Of course the orchestra was much simpler than the
unexpected load of the Messiah; but it was our first public performance, so I wanted
it to go as well as possible, =~ and I phelieve they did play as well as we could have
hoped for, considering all the conditions, I got through without even a cold, and
that is an achievement, Winter concerts are no fun in unheated buildings, bempera=-
ture down to forty or even thirty-two, I marvel at the love of music cur students
and Chengtu people seem to have at that price, Conducting I did pget some exercise,
but the poor audience sitting so longl =~ - I have been so thankful for good health
this year, better then any of the other five years so far, and I'm eating two meals
a day Chinese food, breakfast and supper, But for breskfast I have added two eggs
and a.cup of milk! I have been gaining weight, weigh at least three pounds more than
I have at any time since the begimning of my first year, about 128 pounds.

This is the beginning of the third week of our winter vacation; aside from
two weddings of friends, and more concerts (not mine!) I*ve been resting some and
gotting at some writing of music I've wanted To do all last term but did not succeed
in doing, And I'm thinking of whet preparation I should make in case it is possible
for me to come on furlough in June or July, It seems to be quite definite that the
college wants me to go now if it is possible to do so, so that not all of the foreign
teachers will be away when the war ends. The College will need some of us when the
time of moving comes, some to be here and some to go ahead to Nenking, =~ how soon, I
wonder?
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One of my very dearest Chinese friemds came oubt of Shanghai last October

" and got hére in early January, Hweng Wen~yu, my former Foochow Wen Shan Girls School
prineipal. She brought her niece with her, now just ready to enter Ginling, Of
course in leaving occupled territory at every point she was just plamning to go on to
the next city, =~ because educators especially, I believe, are not permitted to leave
or try to get into Free China, All was going well, but she forgot she had a tiny
hand-dravm map of the road from some place just out of odecupied territory to Chung-
king! Tor this she was almost caught, was held and searched while on the train, and
questioned for four hours by the Japanese guard; by paying some money to the Chinese
puppet interpreter, she managed to convince the man that she was not trying to get
out of occupied territory, After she got into Frée China, everywhere the truck or
train stopped for some reason or other she was help up aboub ten days, - - But now
after decidedly less than ten days here, she went on to Chungking where she was
moarried to a Mr. Chu, manager of the Farmers Banl: of China, - assistant manager, I
mean, All reports of life in Shanghai thot came through her and others certainly
make it clear that things are exceedingly difficult there,

I hate to think that this vacation is so nearly over and that next Monday
I must start teaching again} I've enjoyed so much the easier hours and also really
getting down, this week,to some music writing I had left untouched since last summer;
have heen having some such good times with it and I think have been getting somewhero
-- I'11l know that better a couple of months from now if I §till like what I have
been struggling with,

Chengtu has been having a real atback of "concertitis", both from within
and from outside, A fine Viemna-trainod Chinese violinist, head of one of the two
branchés of the Chungking National Conservatory was one of those who suffered as a
result, by not having the kind of audiences he might have had, had there been fewer
concorts to compete with his, not the same night, but all coming so very close to~
gether, and all wanting to make fabulous swms of money by the sale of tickets, ~ for
good causes always, = bub just too many, His accompanist, our alumnae of the music
department of about three years ago, had to begin with, a most natural dexterity, and
she has grown in poise and depth of tone; played both the Beethoven Kreubzer Sonata
for violin and piano, and the llendelssohn Concerto, and other shorter pieces all on
the same progranm very well we thought, She had no difficulty keeping right with him
all the time, and at times nearly stole the show, a sign of her youth., She has passed
the Chinese Govermment exams and we are trying to help her with her plans for going
to America to study, as soon as she can get away,and get passage. I suppose it is
not impossible that she might be travelling with me, I would be so happy if it would
work out that way., The newly organized Chunglking Symphony Orchestra which came here
during. our examination week, fared pretty much in the same way, It is made up largely
of musiclans that have come from Shanghai, and have been working now for two years
together, They played reasonably well and I hope they will continue to work together
and improve until they are a really fine orchestra., I was thrilled most by seeing
such an orchestra made up entirely of Chinese musicians and a Chinese conductor, =
and 1t was great to hear an orchestra again that played so comparatively well, I
think they probably played as well as any orchestra of that age might play.

So many are going home on furlough this year or next, it surely is going to
be increasingly hard for missions and colleges to carry on (and middle schools),
people due and overdue for furlough, health reasons, and perhaps in part financial.,

It costs now decidedly more to live here than in the U.S., unless the present exchange
rate can be adjusted more satisfactorily, more nearly to what the Chinese dollar is
worth in actual buying power. A loaf of bread yesterday cost thirtywone dollars
(eight slices only).

We have been rejoicing in the sunshine yesterday (the 10th) and this morne
ing. There were four or five days since a week before Christmas when we had, I
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suppose, as much as one or ‘two hours of sunshine, otherwise Just no sunshine at alll
In days like this you would see dozens of small groups of students and older people
often, sitting oubt on the grass on our campus, knitting if girls, reading,' but mostly
talking, There has been no snow this winter,and until the last two weeks practiocally
no rain, « Jjust thick heavy tlouds, also almost no wind, The mounbains are usually
not visible, but we are nearly surrounded by mounteins; and Dr, Danlel Dye says it
is difficult to have a big storm or much wind in a tea cup., From now on, we should
have more sun, but the rainy season is not yet,

This has been a very rambling kind of letter without much point to i%t, -
except to tell you that I am remembering you all, Our student-faeulty fellowship
group is growing, but slowlys; this spring term we hope for more progress for each of
us individuelly and as a group working together. A sermon last Sunday by a fine
Chinese echoed what, I suppose, is in the hearts of must of us, With all the force
of his personality, he insisted that there is no hope for our world outside of the
Gospel of our Lord, His work in wus, - through us in the rebuilding, the redemption of
our world, It puts the greatest responsibility on us for keeping close to God and
for the most faithful end prompt and glad obedience, both in study and working to~
gether to find and do God's most gracious wills I am sure we are all doing a lot of
thinking these days, and I hope a great deal of praying as well as working. Somehow
I feel the work I do which is unrelated to prayer just gebs nowhere, and is often-
times worse than wasted time and energy, especially when it is spent in trying to
put through some pet plan of my own for a day., I want to get clear away from this,
I do feel the need so much of your prayers, = the opportunities here are so tremendous,
Almost the only possible outlet for student activities, aside from their studies, at
present is through work under Christian auspices, - and the Government Youth Corps
(which is not wvery popular). Almost no direct war work is possible, We are too far
from any actual front now, and transportation is so poor it is useless to try to
make things for soldiers, seemingly. Other forms of public service are frequently
blocked; =~ concerts and such unfortunately seem to be the chief means of selfe
expression, and the groups who want such self-expression - of ralsing money for
worthy causes are nearly unlimited in number, but the number of music students and
nusicians on this campus and in the city is very limited, The result is decidedly
painful at times to us., We feel rather the goats of this situation! However we do
our best! And are glad to do our bit in the war effort in this way., After all I'm
sure I prefer the concert method to working in some war plant at home, Still you can
be sure I am - getting very eager to come home for a year, I want so much to see you
all, and to be at home,

My love to each one of you, and my best wishes,

Stella Marie




GINLING COLLEGE
150 Fifth Ave,
New York, N,Y,

Morch 8, 1944

Dear Friends:

You will be glad to know that Dr, Wu is safely back
in Chengtu, She left Washington on January 28th and flew to
Natal, ©She had to wait there several days before getting a
plane to Accra, and then on to India, TWe have had no details
of her trip, bubt lmow that she reached Chungking on February
22nd, On February 25th, she addressed a meeting of the People's
Political Council in Chungking on her impressions of America
gained on her recent visit., On March 4th, we had a cable say~
ing that she was in Chengtu, safe and well,” We hope to have
more information about her trip before long, which we will
share with you,

On Pebruary 29th, liss Florence Kirk sbarted back
to China, Fhe will have several stops before reaching hér
destination, but she hopes to be on the campus by summer,

Sincerely yours,

Mrs, W. Plumer Mills

Sent To: . Founders 25
Former Faculty 69

Alumnse in Amer, 33 | )
Smith Alum. Come 12 Gledys Bryson, Pres. Davis, Mrs. Scales,
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GINLING COLLEGE
Chengtu, Szechwan

. April 1, 19
Miss Sallie Lou MacKinnon h : SNy T
Chairman, Ginling Board of Founders

150 Fifth Avenue, New York, .Y,

Dear Miss MacKinnon and Members of the Board:

A month ago today I arrived at the campus, I don't need to tell you what
a warm welcome I received from our own group and from other friends here in Chengtu,
I was very happy to be back again, especially after the long wait in Washington be-
fore I could start on the journey. After I started, there was only one long wait of
ten days in South America, Fortumabely I did not have to walt very long in Kunming
nor in Chungking. There is no air sefvice between the capiftal and here, and hence
mony people travel by the mail ‘truck, sitting on mail bags, It was very good luck
for me that a former member of our faculty helped me to get a ride in a private car,
I was thus able to reach here earlier than anyone expected me and in much better cone
dition than meny btravelers on the highway.

You will be very heppy to hear that the College was running smoothly, and
that we had taken in a fine Freshman class in Februarys I was most happy to find Dr,
Djang Hsiang~lan improved in health, The doctor still advised her to have a few -
months! reste We were just plamning to give her leavé of absence in April and May,
when she started to have a skin trouble ‘o weeks ago., It is like the laequer poison
but is probebly due to nervous exhaustion, However, she is in fine spirits and I hope
that she will be completely recovered after the leave 6f absence. Dres Chester was
also very happy %o have me back, as she said, jokingly, that she had been saying too
long already, "Wait until Dr. Wu is back", when there were problems to be solved, So
now when we can discuss and solve the problems together, it is easier for all of us
concerned, . :

I wes really shocked upon my reburn to find how the prices have jumped, es~
pecially after the China New Year, By now the index is really four times that at the
~ bime I went to America a year ago, From this alone, you will see the serious problem
the College is facing, When the presidents meet at the weekly meeting, we seem to
have ‘to ‘talk about rice and subsidy every time, However, we have not forgotten the
bigger and more fundémental issues of Christian education, The presidents had had
two meetings with Dry William Fenn on the aims end purposes of Christian education,
and soon after my return I was present at the third discussion of this kind. We are
now planning to have a more leisurely consideration of the important problems of the
Colleges in ‘the latter part of April, The important question of "how to achieve closer
cooperation smong the various institutions will be taken wp then, Miss Priest has
prepared tentative budgets for the five universities and sent them through Dr, Forkner.
Our budget was made more from "guess-work" than by the regular method of budget-meking,
Actually, nobody cen tell what the situation will be next year so” I did not spend much
time in going through the details of the Ginling budget. However, I hope that we may
get some news very soon regarding any possible change in the rate of exchange, I do
wish to have a more carefully prepared budget ready for the consideration of the Execu-
tive Committee of the Boapd of Direectors here in Chengtu on April 1lth, If we still
are kept in suspense then, not much real work can be done on the budget.

This past month has gons very quickly and it seems as if T had just started
on the things that I should be doing at the College, I hawve started conferenées with
 the various departments and we had a fine faculdy retreat last Sunday morning, One
of the results of that retreat was the suggestion that we have discussions by the
various departments as to how to relate the different subjeets to the Christian truth,
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In other words, this is the eentral issue « of how to pub religion into the whole
life of the:Gollege, academic and as a community. '

Personally, I have been feeling'well because I was not so exhausted at the
end of the journey as I was when I arrived in New York, Partly, it must be because
my health has improved through my stay in America, and partly because I have become
a better sailor in the aire I am so proud of myself that I was siock only twice on
the long journey. While I had %o travel most of the way in transport planes, there
was room enough for me to occupy three seats to lie down,

"I am finding it so difficult to decline all the invitations to speak, I
wish Mrs, Mills were here to handle this for me, but here, where people walk into my
office (which is at the end of a hall end anyone can walk in without going through
an anteroom) and also when people meet me at meetings, I have foumd it difficult bo~
refuse their requests, I counbed up the other day the nwiber of times I have spoken
and found it had been twenty-five =~ and the end is not yet. There is one speoial
condition in this region that mekes me feel I ought to give some time in HE%ETEE’%O
meet the situation. Because of my knowledge of Americen ways and the present condi-
tion there, I should tell those that do not know anything about such things how to
meet our friends, I cemmot help being attracted to do my bit in promoting mubual
understanding end satisfactory cooperation, Professor Caldwell, ‘formerly of the
University of Nanking and later of the A«B.C.CsCs, is now in Chungking.

"Permit me to take this chance to express my deep appresiation and sincere
gratitude for all that you have done for the College and for me, personally, during
my stay in America, Your thoughtful kindness to me and your confidence in me meant
a great deal and encouraged me ‘o face all sorts of problems courageously, When I
told the faculty of your devoted support of the College, they appreciated it and re~
ceived much encouragement, Even though the morale of the faculty has been somewhat
affected by the difficult living conditions, our group has been carrying on as well
as could be expected, We are all trying to maintain our academie stendards and keep

up the Christian spirite On Tuesday evening, when the Reverend Hu spoke at our weekly

faculty fellowship meeting, he said that our graduates have shown the characteristic
spirit of Ginling wherever they work, It is such evidence that mekes the hard labors
of our faculty seem well rewarded,
With kind regards to all of you,
Sincerely yours,

(signed) Yiefang Wu

Yiefang Wu
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" Chengtu, Szechwan

April 1, 1944

Miss Sallie Lou MacKimmon .
Chairman, Ginling Board of " Founders
150 Fifth Avenue, New York, .Y,

Dear Miss MacKinnon and Members of the Board:

A month ago today I arrived at the campus, I don't need to tell you ‘what
& warm weleome I received from out own group and from other friends here in Chengtu,
I was very happy to be back again, especially after the long wait in Washington bew
fore I could start on the journey, After I started, there was only one long wait of
ten days in South America. Fortumately I did not have to wait very long in Kunming
nor in Chungking, There is no air service between the capital and hére, and hence
many people travel by the meil truck, sitting on meil bags, It was very good luck
for me that a former member of our faculty helped me to get a ride in a private car,
I was thus able to reach here earlier than anyone expected me and in much better cone
dition than many travelers on the highway. :

You will be very happy to hear that the College was rumning smoothly, and
that we had taken in a fine Freshmah class in Pebruary, I was most happy to find Drs
Djang Hsiang=lan improved in health, The doctor still advised her to have & few -
monthst! rest, We were just plamning to give her leavé of absence in April and May,
when she started to have a skin trouble tio weeks ago. It is like the laequer poison
but is probebly due to nervous exhaustion, However, she is in fine spirits and I hope
that che will be completely recovered after the leave of absences Dre Chester was
also very happy to have me back, as she said, jokingly, that she had been saying too
long already, "Wait wmtil Dre Wu is back", when there were problems to be solved, So
now when we cen discuss and solve the problems together, it is easier for all of us
concerned, '

‘ I wes really shocked upon my retuwrn to find how the prices have Jjumped, es~
pecially after the China New Year, By now the index is really four times that at the
time I went to America e year ago, From this alone; you will see the serious problem
the College is facing., When the presidents meot at the weekly meeting, we seem to
have to talk about rice and subsidy every time, However, we have not forgotten the
biggor and more fundemental issues of Christian education, The presidents had had
two meetings with Dry William Fenn on the aims and purposes of Christian education,
and soon after my return I was present at the third discussion of this kind. We are
now planning to have a more leisurely consideration of the important problems of the
Colleges in ‘the latter part of April, The important question of “how to achiove closer
cooperation emong the various institutions will be taken up then, Miss Priest has ’
prepered tentative budgets for the five universities and sent them through Dr, Forkner.
Our budget was made more from "guess-work" then by the regular method of budget-making,
Actually, nobody cen tell what the situation will be next year so I did not spend much
time in going through the details of the Ginling budgets, However, I hope that we may
get some news very soon regarding any possible change in the rate of exchange, I do
wish to have a more carefully prepared budget ready for the consideration of the Execuw
tive Committee of the Boatd of Directors here in Chengtu on April 1lth, If we still
are kept in suspense then, not much real work can be done onm the budgeta

This past month has gone very quickly and it seems as if T had just started
on the things that I should be doing at the College, I have started oonferendes with
the various depariments and we had a fine faculty retreat last Sunday morning, One
of the results of that retreat was the suggestion that we have discussions by the
various depariments as to how to relate the different subjects to the Christian truth,
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A Letter to Ginling Alumnae in America from Dr, Wu Yi~fang

Ginling College

Chengtu, ' Chind

April 15, 1944
Dear Sisters in Ameriocas R N R SR

v Before ancther week is gone I must write to you this morning, I have ine
tended to write for days, but just bécause of immediate duties I have not been sble
to do those things I wish to do most,

First of all, I wish to tell you that there have been many inquiries in
general and from your personal friemds about your well-being in America. Everywhere
I have been where there were Ginling people, they were interested to hear about your
work, I felt ashamed to admit that I did not see this person or that person and I
regret very much that I did not manage better my program in America and had not gone
o the mid-west and west, From experience of this trip I have been deeply impressed
with the loyal spirit of the big Ginling family,

Secondly, I must fell you how your gift was appreciated by the faculty and-
also by your fellow-alumnae., I +told the story to the alumnae at meetings in Kunming,
in Chungking, end up here. If you fully understand the effects of the high cost of
living, you will be able to appreciate how your gift really met a need, We had a sube -
committee first to consider the best way of providing the supplementary nutrition that
is needed. Since most people are definitely in need of protein, the committee felt
that eggs would in general meet the deficiency better than anything else, It was dew
cided, therefore, that every full-time membér of the faculty = foreign and Chinese,
men’ and women - should get twd cggs per day, From the financial viewpoint this means
NC$480 a month bo éach person, because eggs are NC$B8,00 & piece, The committee has
figured out that if the pricé of eggs does not go higher, the gift will last through
the rest of this sehool year, If the eggs cost much more, then we shall have to grant
only one egg & day, later. It is both amusing and pathetiec that & comment was made in
& "mosquito paper", what luxury the Ginling faculty enjoy in consuming two eggs per
dayl This leads me to the gift of concentrated vitemins from Dr, Lu Gweisdjen, They
are 50 valuable here that Dr. Chester decided to conmult o medieal dector, He, in
turn, advised not to give the vitamins to everybody, but to wait wntil faculty members
have been given the medical examination. Kgaifi this shows how such things are valued

" and how carefully we are meking use of your generous gift, On the whole, the health

condition of our faculty has been fair, but the genersl resistance is certainly much
lower than normal, There have been frequent colds, and quite & few have .a low blood
count. Spring is thé time when special attention must be paid, when people are likely
to have more illness,

: In regard to the College work, I am glad to tell you that it has been run-
ning smoothly., The two Freshmen classes admitted last September and last PFebruary
have a higher academic average than the year before, It is mostly because of the
larger number of students that have come to us from east, north and south China, The
student Winter Conference, managed under the Student Christisn Movemént in Chengtu,
had a successful program and started the New College Spirit Movement, I was very happy
to find this movement in Chengtu, because ever since my return to China I have notioed
how the morale in general has been lowered during the past year, I could easily wnder-
stand that it was due to the accumulated effects of the long strain and also to trying
conditions of the high cost of living, However, for students at least, we do like to
see them keep up their spirits, maintain a high morale, and set an example to the come
munity, We hope very much that from this boginning we shall see a bettor spirit among
the students on this campus,
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 The soeial servieo program of the College is having good cooperation with
the government and the local people, Miss Tsu Yuedji, of the class of 1934, arrived
in Chengtu to join the faculty a year ago in March, She and Hsiung Yaena started the
rural service station in a market town about twenty li from the éity. During both’
the summer and winter vacations, students went out to carry on an emlarged programs
TWhile they rendered direct serviee to the people, they themselves received training
under supervision., Early this year the Commissioner of Social Affairs went out %o
see the work, “He was so satisfied with what Miss Tsu was able to accébmplish with the
grant from him, that he readily granted an additional amount of NC$20,000. He was
especially impressed with the economic way of conducting a nursery school with the
use of local material and voluntary, contribution of food items for the childrents
meal, In the city, Miss Phoebe Hoh continued her interesting progrem of peoplels edu-
cation in the neighborhood., A new center for serving the children has been set upe
The students in child welfare uSe it as their laboratory and in vacations they go to-
Miss Tsuts station for practioce,

O T et AR A S MR o AP St

You will be pleased to hear how the prestige of the College is well upheld
by our graduates, Last December the Ministry of Education gave an examination to
those students who expect to go abroad as private. students, Four of dur graduates
passeds Two are majors in English, one in music and one in chemistry. I hope that

~ they cen finish all the necessary prodedure, such as the training period and the long
" process of securing the necessary documents, so that they may be able to sail in the
Summer

The 'spring activities are being scheduleds The Physical Education Depart- -
ment is going to give a dance drama, and the annvel student recital will come in June,
while two piano professors will give separate recitals, Just yesterday the Glee Club =~
presented a request for permission to give a econcert for which they would sell tickets. !
The purpose is to help raise money to buy an aedditional piano and for mimeographing
the music used by the Glee Club, The faculty are to have a series of discussion meetw
ings on the relation between religion and science and on how to improve teaching. It
is a very trying task for the faculty vhen they cannot have the supply of books™ or
adequate equipment for experimentation, However, when we are consecious of this, we .
can keep on trying to do the most under the circumstances,

Again, with deep appreciation and best wishes to you for your work,
Most sineerely yours,

Yi~fang Wu
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Ginling Collége
Ch&ngtu, 826,, W. Ching
A June 6, 1944

Dear Friends: '

This will be just e brief nobe to tell you that my present plan is to try
to leave Chengtu about Thursday afber  Commencement, "ppy" is the right word, &
that date, June 27th, méy come and go, = it is difficult %o get any transport out
of here or into Chengtu. After flying to India I cannot even guesrwhleh way or how
or whén I may be able to leave that country, But I hope to arrive at some port in
the U.SsA, within three months of the time I am actually able to stert! That is the -
limit of my information,” After you réceive this, address me, care of Ginling College
Office, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, N,Y. -

All has been moving along very quietly and as usuel here, I had ome very
interesting experience with my Five Universities Orchestra, We were invited last
month to play for the Chinese Air School, and had the biggest audience yet, more then .
twice any possible audicence on this campuse The people there were most kind to us,

I may tell you more of this later if you are interestedi It was an enthusiastic
audience,

Just three weeks left after this until Commencement., I'm feeling fine, butb
I*m just all rcady for a vacation and a chance to come home to sece you all, I wish
you could have been with our followship group of sbudents and faculty, sbout fourteen
of us, koeping a quiet time last Sunday morninge Three of our young faculty members
have grown so well, and with them have grown up these sltudents, There is a larger
group of students and faculty of which they are a part, who are from other Universiw
ties, chiefly, Yenching, Ralph and Nancy Lapwood are their guiding spirits, They
are. beginning to plan a house~party to take place right after Commencement, I may or
mey not be able to attend and help, I hope I may, but my too small knowledge of this
lengiage is a very real barrier to taking any large part in the meebting end of sweh
work, With English-speaking students I can do much more individually, Of course we
must use all the brains God has given us and study and work with all our might, and
also how much I am feeling the certainty that our humen wisdom is not enough and the
absolute necessity of the guidance of God both in personal, economic, social and '
national and world affairs if anybthing like a real poace can ever be built out of the
ashes of ‘the present war conflagration. News just came of the begimning of the inw
vesion of Europe,

A11 the news I ocan add now is that prices aere still sky=rocketing higher
and. hlgher; yesterday, one hundred dollars for s pound of peanuts, roasted to be sure,
but six weeks ago they were arownd forty dollars, People whd. hawve things to sell are
all right, but it is-the salaried class thet are in the hole, Most salaries now arc
paid largely in rice, plus somo cash, but the rice is of far greater value than tho
mOney.

Next time I will be writing to you individually from somewhere} Some ether
placel ‘ .

My love and best wishes to you all, Hoping to see you soon}

Stella Marie




(Heceived New York, Bepl, 11, 1944)

Ginling College
b Chexgba, Ssochwan
July 27, 1944
Ao W Plumey Mille
Finling Gollege
150 Pifth Avenuve
HewTork 1L, Te Yo

Desy Mra, ‘-?ﬁili@l

T wonder what you are thinking of me? It seems ouly logilesd if you should
beke it thet I bave diseppesred from this earthe Actuslly I feel as Lif it were ages
ago that I wrebe you lagbe OFf eouwrse 1t is my own failure in nob baving manaped betber
in my correspondense, but there are two oubside facbors that have helped sauge the
negligences Mre., Weibtllungbon hes been siek with pura-typhoid end hes been eway from
the office fovr over two mombhs, Becondly, % heve been kept busy with all sorts of
Shingse I mm very gled thet Bssile Price hos omme to help me with letbers and so now I
hawve hope of clesring semw of wy "lebber dobt" before I go awhy o my vecation around
Snguet 10%h,

I hewe road over sll the wenswered letters I have reeelved fyom you of the
following dabess April 10th and L8th, Hay Bbh end 174k, end Jume 84h, Seme of the polnts
must hove been dlemred by my lust leblters. MNowever, I shall answer briefly all the
ibems you ralsed,

Pooglby Going Abrond, Dr. Lumg hes dropped the ides of going for vessareh
~work in Aneries for the time Deing. This iz beecause the Uovernment is pubting ell its
attention on Appliod Science pnd bas sumounced thal people in Zoeial Solemees nye
ot b0 po sbroad at the preswnt time. Miss Helung Taens 1g deing splendid work
Jith Miss Teu Tusdli et Chung Ho Cheng end I gtill hope that she will be able to i
to Americs for graduste sbudy when the opportunity comes. I will follew your adviee
end send her college trenseript to you go that you will heave it reedy to Porward to
any ingbitutlon when the tlme comes o apply for scholership helpe She i9 devobed to
rural works T shell greatly sppreefate 1% 1f in the mweanwhile you emn geb information
ag to which imiversity offers the best covrses in her special line of work,

Miss Do Yowline, I have just eebled you thet it will be imposgible for Miss
bzo to veagh Americe 1oy the second berm ab Dosbon University. She wbill hopes o
go when the way is open Por her to lesve for study sbroed. From the Collepge I have
told her that we ghell he wnable o help her finsncinlly and she is brying herd to seve
and got additiona] funds. In fret, 1P she had been eble v leave this summer, she
could have maasged for students going sbroad were allowed Yo spply Ffor U,8, curreney
through the Government vl e offielsl rete of 80 %0 1y I have heard different reports
thet this rete hos been increased to 40 fo 1 or even 80 %o 1,

Tbtie Chene Bhe finelly left om July 18%h on her wey beck to fmerica, T use
the word "TInEITF" Tecause Por & long vimo Pible could not meke up her mind whether to
go or staye. Doth eolleagues end studenbs uwrged her to stay for enother yvesr, When I
feiled in finding & good substitute to talte ever her work and Miss In Pwel-chin hed to
be the Leting Demn of the Women's College &t Yemehing and could not give us more time,
1 also expressed my wish te Ettde thet she reconsider., It wes oaly two days before
conmencenent that she made her Iiml decision to leave this swmer. Wes Priest gave
her the seme trevel slleowence sg Misy Graves, but since Etble doos ned wish o eommit

. horsell o roturn afber furlough, there is sbill a question shout her furlough sslery.
Cies Priest will be writing Dr. Bvens vecomsending that she be granted threo monthts
“walary. Hitle has glven very walueble gerviee to the College and she hag bed o Aifficuly
bosk ot times. She is splendid as o persenel friend, but not very busingsslike in
admludstretive works However, the post school year hag bheen the most sucfepeful and
happy yesr she has hed and that, in fach, was what stirecbed her 4o shaying on. My




guess Is Yhnt 1 she does not meet the right men during hep furlough she will come
%’bamk and we shell be glad %o invide hews ‘ :

 ghudentis Going Abroad, The gouweral polley of the Goverament in 1943 was to

ssend e largé WEILeF OF STWeNTE sbroad to be trainsd for reconstruetion worlk aior the
wore By lash May there wes o chenge thet saneolled the smmounmcement for emsminetions
for students going sbroad and even sbopped those who had already pessed the Decexber
ewemihetlons, At the wane time, the Minister of Bduwwation Hold thoss sbudents when they
wore o the Central Treining Imstitube in Moy that they should progesd with theiy
proparatimms end be ready to go when it beemmeo possibles Fapthernore, there were speeial
eases whore individval studects setuelly seiled ih June. Thewe were oithor invited by
groups in Ameriee or hed full scholerships, FProm this you will seo how Chen Iedjen kRept
hoping that che might suceeed in getbing speeial permission to go this summer, I did
not explain this fully in my hurried nobe by longhand, bus from the vecent csble you
would have known that she will not be there in Seplewber.

From your story about how Chen Iedjen's trenseript wonh 4o Duke Ui veraily,
1 heve decided %o insist wpon sny studenbs agking Lo trenseriphs do leb uve send them
o your office directly, Very often these studenbs heve personnl friesds in imerics
who offer veady help in epplying for scholarshipe. The students thomselves ey aot koow
where the epplientlon is being sent, Dr. Chester dldns lmow anything sbout Chen I-djents
application Dor Inke Universily.

In regard to Tsal Daw-guw, I em very glad thet Wollesley cmeelled thelr seholorw
shlp grants She was o very aversge student. sxd was wmayried o few yoars ago. I do
not think that there is o real professionsl interest in Faysieel Bdusetion. Yer
husband bad errived Lo Washington before I left snd that way be the real reugon for
. hor wanbing to go.

You radse the question of trawsl for students going shroad, Usually they do
not expeet auy help from the College or for your office to raise sny meney for them,
In such cases ad Chen I-djen and Tsui De-gu, since they have never served om oup
raculty, we sre wnder uo obligetion 4o help them other than apply for seholarshipe,
In regerd to Jundoy sbeff, wo have Yo consider ench ouse geparately, For those we wish
to invite back te the fmoulyy, we have %o help in order to suable them bo roach Arorion,
Could I have this understanding with you, thet I shell write you L there is need to
ask your belp in secking travel exmpenses?

M Yeo-ie I em very glad to hwer that she successfully eompleted her writben
examingbions, From b recont lebtor from Wvs, New T wmdersteand Mao-i hed pessed her
oral exemination and was just then in Few Yorl waking plans for her retum in Fovesber.,
1 do hope that by then there will be more passage availeble and thed she will nob hewe
to wall leng to peeure herse Furthermove, I hope there will be bosbs eoming direetly
o Indis. Dre Chester's furlough was agtually due this sunmer bub she wes porfeetly
ready o stay for a sixbh jesr. We would like to have Maowl on the campus & Lithle
while at least before Dre Chesber boles her furlough next summer, I am wrlting divéetly
to Hao-l eboub this pertieulsrly afber the experience of ¥isalirk and M ae Telnaley.

Miss Kirk, We regeived letters from her when the first rosched Soubh Africn.

She saw Miss Upleer's youngest sisber in Johoumesburg end also Mem, Sparling's deughtor,
s distent cousine A4 Pow days age an envelope addressed in Florencels hendweiting brought
o letber from Iwa's Sisters The post dabe wes June 28th from Dwbsn, We Plpured out
thet Florenee mewnt b0 bring the letter, bub when she had no prospeets. of getting awmy
she mpiled it In regard to Miss Welmeley, we have bad no word from her ot alls I
e efreld she my be stlll held up in Iisbon. Bolh were expected fo teash fulltime

- begimning in Seplenber, so we are now spproaching some evacunled missgionaries from Central
Ching for temporary helps However, the advanced courses for Bnglish iiajors are net so
easily tnken care of ms the required Freshmen snd Sophomore courtes. You will be glad
Yo know thet the mierofilm for Florense Kirk wes brought to Chins by Viee-Presidew
Wallace and Hr. Jemes Penfield of the Americen Consulate in Chenglu has given it %o me,
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Armmel Meobine of Founderss I em very sorry thet I had not thoupht of the
.approximete dn%e Of Ghis MOEGInG And soml you o messagd. It seems theb we sre faeed
- dhth so meny dedly probloms thet we do nob give enough time Por planning for the Debure.

I em wery glod about the guecesssful weeting snd shall walt ssgerly for the Minubeg of

< Jur own Boprd as well as those of the Associabed Bonrds end Plenuing Commitbee, When
Drs Crossey wes in Chengbu I asked him sbout any meebings of the spoeisl Commitbee on
Pogb-iar Flanning spphinted by the (ouneil of Higher Edueatione He sald he had hed
several informel conferences with mewbers op this Comeitbes bub thers had nod beon ary
forwel meeling of the Commities as o wholes I om afrsid thed the Plemning Commitbee
in Wow York mey be diseppointed in not having revelved more resommendatlons fwom Cline.

Conglderetions on Closer foopsreblon in Chengbu, Dre Penun mugb haye writbon
about all Yiese meetings sid L 0o oG wifh H0 6Ll mieh here, espesially as this letter
is already getbing too longs %o be Prank with you, I was §i sappoloted ot the resulibe
alber the numercus meebtings snd the number of hours Dy, Chesber and T spant, Perhaps
the big universities, with thelr ewn fullprogram, fesl rather differentiy from us in
the small ocollege. I wish 1t were possible for me do have s two howrs? sslk with wou
becouse there is o much lnvolwed that 1% cannoh be adequately wrllbbon eboub in a letber,

Informetion for FPublicity, I fully wnderstend how both you and ¥ies Tomlingon
want informtion on how the raeulbty dpeclal Atd is mpeting our needs, I promise you
I ghall send you & few stories before I go eway for my vaceblon. The thing thet brodbles
me i this, U the Smith Alumnse conmbinuwe o consider thelr glits over and sbove thely
pledge of §B500 ny Faculty Speeial Ald, then our geveral budget will be Shet mueh wove
ghorts You mey remember how reluetunt I was last November %o agree do desigoebe this
gpecinl ald for I kuow olearly that in ouwr general budget we would need any additions
gifts thet might come ine Miss Priost will say that the wore undesignebed gifts, the
easler it is for the sdwinistration bto wmrage fhe Pinencds of the Colloge, Howewer,
from the viewpolat and pasychology of the givers it is fer bebber o be specific so thet
they will know how the gilte are wmed. I hope you will kindly wndersbend the whole
situnblon and I leave it b your judgment as bto how mwh %o tell Mias Temlinson,

In regurd to College news, I heve not forgotben thet I ghould keep sending
it Yo youe I did ask Miss Spicer to write you aboub Commencement end olher Panetiong,
Before she left for her vacabion she told mebheh she was sorry not Yo hewe done 1% bub
would do s0 very soens Now that Fresident Chen is in the States, you will get direct
news froan hime

T wigh %o thenk you for yeur inguiries sboub my well-being sad healthe T haye
kept well bub I must admit that T heve slrsady lost 4he welght I gained in America.
Although ive months have gone sinee wmy rebwrn to Chengtu, it seems I have not yet
fully setlled downe Durilag the month of Yegeh I gave twenby-glz telks. On June 24th
vhen I Bave the Gommencement tell et the Mebthodist Girls' Widdle Sehool it wns the 5ath
speech I had made in Chengbu. The month of Juse sctually tired me oub, There were
four trips out of town with lomg ricksha rifese The trip to the Cemadisn Girls' Mddle
Sehool took soven hours ome waye On bep of that when the Five Universities eowld nob
sectre Viee-Fresident Walleve as commeneemsnt speaker, the presidents vobed to ask me
%o have the commencement tallk resdy in ease we eould mot find anothey gpenkers It wag
a streain and hook seversl hours to preopave the outline, UThen 8t the lesh minuse we
wore fortunate emough 4o pecure ir., Wang Tulnewm, General Mamager of the Commereial Progs
sudt @ member of the PuPele Mission 4o Wnglands When Mr, Welleoe was here the Fregidents
were included ln oll the functions and we gave o slmple dimmer in his honors As I
happen %o be the only lady emong the nine Presidents, I wes psksd Lo propose the bougk.
Ugaelly I don'$ mind it bub when I'm tired it does moan ndded straln, This wookend I
an going o lung Chumn Ih bo glve two balks at the Religlous Worker's Institube, I have
anobher weelk et the Colleges I shall then po o give n bollk at the Summer Oamp of the
Youth Corps ab Kwanhsiun. I expeet then to heve two weeks in & bemple In the hills nenr
there. Rarly in Beptesber I shall have %o go bo Uhwogking 40 abbend the meeting of the
PePeCa omd elso the Child Welfare Conference. It is rother unforunate that I shallnod
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ginling College
Chengtu, Szechwan, Ching
August 18, 1944

. s, W, Plumer Mills
" Ginling College
150 Pifth Avenune
' N@W Y:OZ'}::, E‘L Yé

Dear Mrse Mills:

I was very glad to receive your letber of June l4th and the Mimubtes of the Anmual
Meeting of the Board of Founders. As you sald, it was a besutiful Memoriasl Service for Migs
Hodge and I am glad bo have the full account of its Bhe gave such falthful service to the
College from its very begloning and we went bto think of some kind of wemorisl bo herse I am
glad thet Migs Tyler and Miss Griest were asked to sort out the material from the files from
Miss Hodge snd Wigs Bender. I am very grateful for the active interest of Miss Tyler in cole
lecting books for the Ginling Library. Thel is going to be one of cur greanbest needs in re-
squipping the Cellege for proper work in Nenking,

This reminds me of semething I heve been inbending bto write you sboub. Desides hooks
we shall need leboratory and musie equipment, During these war years even the colleges in
America are lmp’o from renewing thelr equipment as ususl. There is the possibility thet affer
the war ’w@y vill discard elmost everything and replasce with new egquipment and there will be
a large stock of used equipment to d.wpos«a ofy If we gould have a commithes reaéy te recelve
some of this and to decids what whll be usable, it way mean that we can seecure gquite an amouwnt
of eguipment in thel wey., Dr, Reeves might *tml«:e regponsillity for seience equipment and Miss
Graves can melte & list of things the Music Department would like Lo have,

Tou made inguiry regarding Cheng Bingei. I am very sorry thet I forgot that she chenged
aer vame afber gradustions On our list she is Djeng Kwelwchi of the Cless of 1932, She was
also known as Eatharine Djeng end taught in the Government Middle Scheool in Houth City, Nene
king. Her husbend is Stephen Fumg who helped Dr, Lowdermilk and I understand is sbill helping
him with some projeects in the Steates. NWeburally, he wents his wife to come to America and
she herself is very anxious to go, MNrs. Stockwell secured o halfl »chola.rshn.p for her ak
Oberlin. However, with the present Government policy regardin” ghudents pgoing abroad, she
could not po this summer. I om sure she will conbinue in her efforts to find e way of gebting
to Amerion, but no one Inows how soon that may be. Miss Sutherland would like to see her
get some further treaining for she has musical telent, Her only fault is that she is not steady.

In rega¥d to nemee of girls who aere to receive sbholarships, I will remember to send you
the fwll list by September, The Jchc»lwslup Committee mpkes the finsl deeisions lun September,
even though rim‘ormally we tell the girls in advanee that they may count om her for ahea TEar,

The Bpiscopal Soholayehip from New Jersﬁg. I wrote you lesbt Hay and’ recommended Miss
Shen Bung-wei, the GALrd GeUgHGer of BLShop Shen Tz=lkao, and Miss Chem I, the daughber of
Bishop Hobin Chen, as the recipients for the Miss Roberts' Memorial ucholarship. There has
ot been tlme Lo hear from you if the Bpiseopal women approved of both girls receiving this
scholarship, In your letber you mention the amount of USRLRE.00 ag the scholarship. A few
weeks ago Miss Lumberiton received the amount of $84,000,00 HC as en fpiseopal scholarship
Tund. 'J?hm is being hsld in ocur Treasurerts off ice for fuller informatione

Corregpondence with Girls in America. I have spoken to Dr, Djang Hslang-lan about the
regquUest Lrom Wilson Gollege Tor names of Ginling studembs who would like to correspond with
American glrlse As she has not pgiven me the nemes, I shall ask her to write directly to you.

I ghall also tell her of the seme request from Hasbter's School and Womont's College Club of
‘SBarsnsc Leke and Loke Pleeid, As you well kmow, sueh correspondemce ig difficult to establish,
especially now theb the English standerd of the students is quite a bit lower then before,
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Furthermore, they have to be good nob only in their commend of English but also understand
“the higher values of such correspondence., Personelly, I think we must Find the best students

~-for Wilson College girls, next the Women's College Club, and pub the Master's School as the
last, I remlize that they have made smnusl pifts %o Ginling, yet from Mrs, Mew I have heard
that the missionary service im the school is very old-fashioned and one cemnot be sure what
kind of letbers high schoel girls would write. Furthermore, girls of thet sge are so enw
thusiastic that every girl may went to write to an individusl girl in Ginling and then they
will be digeppointed, I am, therefore, inclined %o su sgest thet ome of our girls write %o
thelr Student Associmtiom instead of starting eorrespondence between individual girls in ‘the
two sehools,

lirs, MoClelland w Ba%ﬂ:is‘t Church $48. 6iftss I am very sorry to confess thaet I have
forgotten %o atbend o Ghis mmbbers L remember Ghet when I wrote you In May I had in mind

inguiring about for just the right girl to recommend, them it slipped my mind, Since I am
getting away on Mondey for my vacation, I shall ask Dr. Djang to atbend to his also,

I sald in my last letber that I would write you on College news. Luckily for me, Miss
Spicer's eccount came before I meiled my last letber. Now T can be lezy end tell you only
the mest recent newsd The first heppy news is that FPlorence Kirk is in India, 8he errived
in Bombay on July 2lwt but her letber did not reach Chengtu witil two deys ago. We now have
hope of her being here inm time for the fall term, which starts with regishration on Bepte 8th
and Oth, We gtill have had no word from Hiss Welmsley and we are therefore meking temporary
srrangements for a subsbitubte for her, Wlss Anws Motfat La expected to come on Monday - she
has been travelling for ten memths. I certsinly THope that Miss Welmsley will mansge %o do
bhether then that. Miss Tung, Head of the Home Beonomics Department, hes asked for leave of
absence as she was A4vLSeq by the doector to teke a resh, This really meens resignation. It
hes been difficult for her W do full-time work while talcing care of a newly~born infent,

I em glad to have sueceeded in securing Miss Swen Chengeming (T am not sure of the spelling),
also a Yenehing gradumte who hes had two yeers of post-gradusbte study in Americs. She was

e Psychology Mejor and with fwo years of further training in Oregoen, she is well prepared %o
give such courses as Child bevelopment and Care, Child Peychology, Nursery School Hethods, oteo.
We are cooperating with other lome BCONOMLGS Departments in offering of other COUrses and we
heve seme part=-time teachers to give additiomal courses that ere NeCesRary.

1 read over the report of the Persounel Committee and I agree with all the points raised
theres I umderstand fully the advisability of filling vacencies with (hinese snd Westerners
already in Chine. I am glad thabt thers wns the thoughtful comslderation thet, when ell
possible efforts have been made here, you approve the sending of essential faculby members,
both Chinese and Western, from the United Stabes. Aftor college opens and afber T have had
thorough consideration with Dr, Chesber, I shall wribe you ragerding the whole pleture and
let you know which departments will need teachers to ocome oub from Americe. The one need
quite clear now is in the Physical Bdueation Departments, From my last lether you will heve
heard thet Miss Lu Hwel-ohin ig kept vory busy at Yenching with the added regponsibllity
of' Dean of the Women's College. If we could be sure of going back bo Nemlking by the fall of
1945, our problem would be solved by heaving Hweng Li-wming veturn to bake charge of the depart-
menks Bub es before, we cen only wish thet we might knowl Zven if Miss Swon proves satise-
factory, there is a need for a real Home Beonowics Majer in order to give the whole program
when we are no longer eooperating with other institutions here.

In regord o our summer projects, I shell have the people in charge send you reports,
There iz one going om at Chung Ho Chang, with ten students carrying on en enlarged program for
slx weeks, Here in the city at our Child Welfare Centter, Miss Tfang Min-sing is supervising -
~ the students who are cerrying on narsery, kindergarten and other classes, The Netiona}l
_christlien Cowneil in Chengbu is supervising a Vacatlon Bible School for primery ehildren, The
teachers are college men and women reveiving work relief from the Student Belief Commltteo,
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.l nThe prineipel is & fine girl, e seilor in Gimling Oollege. A% the Christisn Religious
- T Workers' Institube, Drs Djang took eare of the discussion period on Religlous BEducation for
the whole %en dayse In eddition, she was valled on to give o sories of thyee ledbures, when
the man expected was unbble to attends I understand her talks were much epprovisted end
quite & mmber of people went to sme¢ her afterwerds for individfial conferencess She telked
on Character Building and Pérsoual Coungeling "’

I don't remember if I Hold you thed Dre Liu BEuelan hes been on leave of sbuemce gince
the middle of dpril tesching at Northwestern Normal Gollege in Lenchow, Their spring term
was over on July 18th, &he it wnow teking several brips in theb region before returming to
Chengtu by September lst, '

Summer vacetion for the Dean's office iy quite a problems Dr. Chester and Mrs, Sheo,
the Reglstrar, bad hoped to be awsy for some holidey affber the entrance teshs were finished,
The results from tests in Chemgitu were announeed on August 8th, bub the pepers from Chumgking
Just would not comel It wes only two days ago that they got here =nd we are having s meeting
of the Butrance Commitbee this mornming. Now they hope %o get away early mext woelk,

I hope you have maneged to have some resh for yourself, I have heard indirectly that
Mrs Hills is coming out soen to Yake charge of property. This is very imporisnt work and it
palls for e men of Mre Mills? ability and experience, Yesterday afternoon we hed an informel
diseussion on this whole ghestion. of legal metbers snd we are hoping %o seoure a very
prominert lawyer to be legal adviser, I ghall write te Mr, Bellou sfter we have made sny
definite deolslonse

With very best wishes bo ym;, M. Mills and the girlse Kindly remewiber me o Mrs. Fosber,
Sincerely yours,

(sigued) Yi-feng Wa

(have not read over)

Yiwfong Wa
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Letter from President Wu Yi-fang to EHB -~ September 1, 1944

I wae much interested to receive your account of the second meeting of the Intermational
Educetion Asgembly. I enjoyed those three days at Harper's Ferry in September 1943. I
partioularly appreciated meeting the leaders in the various fields of education worke. Before
1 left Washington I went to see Dr. Kefauver, I told him a little about the recent develop-
ments in the field of higher education in Chine;

In regard to the group of Christian colleg 5, I pointed out thet they are occupying a
rather important position for two reasonss Fifst, they are now importent privete universities
because the number of Chinese private universities has been decreased during the war years.
While government universities are developing snhd taking the major part of the training of
eollege students, the existence of private ind%iﬂuﬁions provides a llberaliging factor in
education., Secondly, the Christian univorsities are centers for international cooperation
and mutual understending. They serve as ohnq@els for ncsdemic and ocultural exchenge, partie
cularly through the presence of professors fffm America and Bngland.

f

I am very glad that the Assoclated Boaqhh have now this formal connection with the
International Dducation Assembly. It seems /o me that this assembly will have much to
contribute toward the set-up of an internatignal education office efter the war. From the
Chinese papers I have read that there wes & meeting in London of representatives from the
govermments of the United Nations of the Problem of educational cooperation after the war,
While that waz official and the representatives must have been appointed by the governmente,
Dr. Kefauver's organization will represent the opinion of the large body of poople engaged
i education. I remember at Harper's Ferry that the group expressed a desire to eee the
future international educetion organiz&tioniaonsiat of membere not only formally appointed
by the government but slso those slected hyﬁprivata educetional assooclations.

A ‘

Here in China we do not have such assoclatione as yow have in Ameries. I remember
that when Dr. Johm Fairfield was in Chengtu in the winter of 1942, I talked with him about
the importance of having e national sssociation of colleges end umiversities formed hoere
in China. This association should include all of the institutions of higher education, both
government and private. However, it was just because the presidents have to attend to
problems from day to day that they have not the time and snergy to attend to this more
impertant, yet not immedimte, work, This made me think thet perhaps when the planning
committee of the Associated Boards sends oub: the aducational leeder to study the Christian
institutions, he may holp to give us & push, I do not mean thet the Christisn institutions
are to initiate such a move to organige. However, with the leadershlp of this expert, there

is the possibllity that we can work with some of the government institutions to start the
movement of getting the universities organized into an sssociation.

In regerd to the finencing of the colleges, I cen not exproes in words the sense of
deep gratitude we all feel toward you and the other friends in the Associsted Boards. I
understand very well, especially after my trip to Ameriocm, what lasborious end devoted
work the staff of the Associmted Boards has.been giving to keep the colleges going. Pere
sonally I feel it is not fair to continue agking for more and more funds, but the solution
is to get emch American dollar to go farther. I remember even in Januery, when Dr. Lobenstine
asked me, "What do you propose in meeting the expenses of the colleges during the next school
yeer?" I gave the simple answer, “Adjustment in the rate of exchange.® After my return,
in my informal report in Chungking, I included this unfair condition of exchange, Now
through the hard work of Mr. Evane end others, we ars grateful for the arrangemnent to sell
American dollars on the open market. As you saw so clearly, evem this arrangement, ln its
present working condition, meets only part of the inereased expenditure; but even now my
own thinking is to meet the rest of the need by realiging still further value out of the
American ourrency. Miss Priest also hopes there may be the possibility of inereasimg the
rate of 116 as time goes on. If there is anything that you and the others can work out
from the other end for pushing up the value of the American dollar, that will eventually
solve the finaneial problem.
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Then ¥r. Bweet was here, he lind & meeting with the presidents, deans and departmenml
heads of the five upiversities, and explained the very complicated program of the U,C.R.
and its relation to the National War Fund, At least these people with edministrative
duties should understand how the money in *bhq austaining funds of the Assoeclated Boards is

: raised-

. . We are glad that President Y. G, Chen 18 now in Amerion and is able to furnish you with
“detailed information, and snswer any questions you may have regarding 'bhe five universities
' here in Chengtu. i

- - - - - - .

P.Sa In reading over. thin letter 1 realize what a poor letter this is. I have intended

%o write you B real letker, but, also, bechuse of the rushed immediste work these days, I
had not given any ‘ahink:ing how to present the two things before Miss Dow arrived to teke
diotation. I bagin to doubt the wisdom of baking summer holiday, beemuse this week has
been most rushed due to my absence of the two previous weeks, taking my vacation in the
hills. Partly it is because the P.P.C. is mesting earlier than usual, snd I am leaving
for Chungking on Sat. or Sun., depending on whem & plene may be available to be sent down
here from Chungking. The fall term will stert with the Freshmen Week on Sept. 5-9, Semior
Retreat 7-8; Registration 8 & 9 of September, classes on Sept. 11, and the Registrar has
suddenly to ask for leave bectuse of sickness. Am very sorry to be absent at college
opening thie fall. :




Ginling College, Chengtu, Szechuan
September 1, 1944

Mrs, W,Plumer Mills
Ginling College
150 Fifth Avenue
New York, W, Y.

Dear Mrs, Mills:s

Then I returned from my two weeks! vacation in the hills I found your
letter of July 28 awaiting me. I am very glag to hear of Miss Graves' arrival in
Americe, end that Miss Hammond evidently stood the trip well,

We heard ‘that Florence Kirk errived in Bombay on July 23, but there has
been no other word from her ever since. Mrs. Rees of the London Missionary Soclety
in falcutta has written to Miss Spicer thet Florence was. expecting to fly to China
very soon, However, in order to help her to secure passage I sent her a cable a
Pew days ago urging her to come to Chengtu as soon as possible, Such cablegrams
may help her to gebt better priority. I am sorry to say ‘thet there is still no word
from Miss Walmsley.

As you cen easily understand, this is a busy time just before college
opens, but unfortunately I have to go to Chungking within a few days on account of
the meeting of the People's Political Council, Agein I shall not be in the college
at the opening of the fall term. The Child Welfare Conference will be held right
after the P.F.C,s meetings and will last for a week. The Executive Committee of the
Netionel Christian Council will also meet on September 21 and 22. This will mean
that I shall be absent from the college for the whole month of September, A% the
Executive Committee meeting yesterday we decided that the administrative duties will
agein be carried by this committee, with Ruth Chester as the chairman.

I promised you that I should write you briefly about a few cases of
special need which the Faculty Special Aid Fund helpeds Right now there is a dase
of the critical illness of the brother of one of our staff, His father is an
Episcopal minister in Honan, The boy left there as a refugee and it was naturally
& very hard trip, particularly when he had limited travel funds. Soon after he ar-
rived in Chengtu he devikloped a high fever, ABter about a week he went into the
University Hospital, and the case was dlagnosed as typhoid fever. He has not passed
the eritical stage, even though he has been in the hospital for three full weeks,
(He is in very ecritical stage and had one blood trensfusion this morning. One kind
of medicine costs $200 C.N. a pill.) His sister is an assistant on our staff end a
very fine girl, Naturally she has no extra money to meet the large hospital bill
for her brother. We therefore have had to help her out by making a grant from the
Faculty Special Aid Fund. '

Another case is that of a senior member of the administrative staff who
had typhoid in May. He preferred to see a Chinese doctor, so he had treatment at
home, The medicine and doctor's fees emounted to a little over $10,000, If he had
gone to a hospital, the hospital and medical fees would have been much more than
this figure.

Another staff member lost one of his daughters from Meningitis., Both the
medical snd funeral expenses were high, and beyond his own ability to meet.

The matron at the dormitory hed a fall when she was walking through the
slippery back yard, streining her shoulder museles very seriously, ZXZ=-ray fee and
other bills have also been met by this fund.
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Jrom Dr. Wu - September 1, 1944

There have been several dental end opticel cases which normally are teken
care of by the individuals concerned, but now with the exbreaordinary prices, this
fund again helped.

Just before I went away for vacation I met Dr, Me Wen-huen, formerly of
the University of Nanking, and recently has been professor at a govermment university
in Kiengsi Province. He hed just come out from there and was now working in Chung-
king, Heée told me how Miss Du Lung=-yuan of the class of 1931 ig doing a very important
piece of work in that province. 8he is menaging quite a large factory for the wives
of the soldiers, and helping these women not only financially but also in the pro-
duction of cloth from loeal cottons

She had an interesting story, even before she went inte this factory work,
She was a graduate from our P.E. Department and was on the staff of Miss Cheng Hwei
lan in the Tienbtsin Women's Normal College. After the war broke out in 1937, whe
went to her native town in Kiengsi Province and started a school for girds. She
raised all the funds and meneged the whole thing by her own hard work end strong will,
She herself is from & very ordinary femily, so has no funds of her own at all, 8he
was then called ewmy from this school by Mrs. Nora Hsiung Chu to help her in the
women's work for the provinee, You may have heard that when the Generalissimo and
Madame Chisng started the New Life Movement, it was initiated in Nanchang., Ever since
there hes been quite en active program Hr work among women, Mrs. Chu was baking
charge of it after the Governor made that work a part of the provincial government
set-up. She then had 4o come o Chungking where her husband was working and so she
invited Miss Du %o help her for a short time and o teke over the whole program.
Miss Du did a tremendous piece of work, particulardy when her headquarters helped
all the branches in the hsiens to mobilize women for war work, Thousands of pieces
of warm garments and tens of thousands of pairs of Chinese shoes were made and con-
tributed by these women, Then in 1941 there was reorgenization of the provinecial
set-up, and the women's division was greatly reduced, The Reconstruction Commissioner
of the province had known of Miss Du's ability and contribution, so invited her to
head up and organize this factory for women. This is the one which Dr. Ma told about.
If I cen secure more details about this factory I shall send them on to you later.

Spesking of our gradustes working in the factories, I am reminded of another
girl by the name of Djang Yin-feng. When the situation in Henkow became eritical,
and the Women's Council of ‘the New Life Mpvement helped skilled women workers to
evacuate from Henkow, Mjss Djang led a group of women to Chungking, A cotton factory
was established in the suburbs of Chungking, and she stayed with the group of women
workers. 8he herself was a graduate from the P, E. Department, snd was not a social
worker. However, she did a great deal for the women, not only in improving their
living conditions, but also in direetling their recreationsl and educational work,

Her brother is in the textile business and has started a factory in the northwest,
and she has gone up there to help him., dJust recently I reed of a reference in a
megagine article commending the contribution she made in evacuating the women workers
and holding them together in Chungking.

In regard % the summer projects, I shall agk Miss Tsu Yu-dji and Mrs. Heieh
Tang Min-sing to write them up and send in o you later.

With best wishes as you start your new year's work in the office,

Sincerely yours,

Yi-fang Wa
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Pro}aab\[y B? Miss Eva SP\'ae)/

The summgy bern of 1944 fa comploted, enother yeur hos boen added to the
highory of Gleling College, ond we bow begn in Chengba for alx yours, Wo soem
shuogt Mike old inhedbibenbks sow, sod 0% bl gkt on offord of e niwd So remenboy
what 1% wag ke o 1lve on our own spd nob s ocoporedd e vampmige

Chenpty and the Yar,
D ChBngen bae ronoined renmrlelly free Orom the alsrns snd swoiralong of
wir Ghroughout thiy termy e teuld nel bub Pesl with the arrim! of oW friends
from ovorsens, and Yhe weadfeld preparadlons for thedr selivitios Tet we might spsin
bogome Glw durget for alveralde. Bub durbag the eve we never bod meve Hhen the
profininery warning, sad though Jueh afber Geem weded, thers wag one nighi wihs Hhe
wegend waning gotoded, nothing heppened withdn sownd of Chemgiie, wnd oplndon lg obllL
clvided ag do wheblor L% was & foloe alum o nos Thed dves nob memn thel the Bsstrl
of plomes is wfmdlier 4o us, wd sewbises the heawy dyome Lo wey Mbe wiad we
uged Go hony when Yhe sdony come, b now spe ne the ooy huoberse

The relber rapid piwows of the Jupenese TR Honsn 044 send WRIEY PUBGIPR
upovnd dhe bow, end refugeos sbre So frum Blan snd slooghere, bub the eritionl memsat
ﬂcag:ms:i o pean Pelvily quiekly, sed Cheogbu Lesels wos Alsturhed by nothlng wore She
g3 e

Jugmeionng dn Uhonpdy wnd on the Cams,

’ UG BYPAVAL Of b Tody naber of Awerlesn fevess 1o oms of Y olvieus oy
do which the wrr is effeebing Cheoplu wod Hhe Guopug, ond Le o welooms proo? of the
replity of the relablonships hetween the Usited Fations, The Cempus 1o mpdrnl Ly
quibe o pathering pluee for them, bobl these who are Lih, wmd who howe come Yo vield
he Undversity Mugows op felends, wnd thoge whe sve sleky fow dhe Anerdoes Bogpital
heg been pet up in seme of the weds of the Hew Undwewrslly Hoppitel, snd the nursey
are ldving in one of the Compdion Mlesion Souses,

Hob weloome as these men ave Por whet thay dve Aodng sud what bhey stend
Pory Ww caming of o Large wuber of humrlesn soldiera is not wikhowd Lbe prolilomg

wlelly fop o Woments Gollege. The Chinese tre mabwally dewirous of dodng whak

poen o weloone these mun o thedr souatry, bub sosiel habits end drediiions
mpe AifPerunt, end 1% somedluss gecuy we Toouph vk the Averdenng would woek BRI G
slate hos o be dended thom, '

Ihe Prowidenbs of the Flw Uelwereiticos sob wp o Comdbles be ey and desl
with Ghds problen (the whelrsan of 4he Uomniltos wos o monlyer of the Sinling Faoulty,
Wiea Beide Chin, en Awerioss-born Chinewe). Thay berre helped 4o srrenge o series of
levbaren o eubjocts Yhad will help the Americens to sppreciate bebtbor the land in
whieh Yhey sve dwelling for o lo, ey heve oollected n corps of guldes (wen students )
whe e g oub with dhes Pop shepping, obos, and heve srranped o Pow Jodub soelsl
ooesglonsy bub eb the seme Hue, ey waderdived snd roeind srood the declaion thel
olrondy held in the Universitles $het studensy wers not o)llewwed o denos, nob sven
with the Amsviceng, oue whight alwont eay supwelbily nob with the Amorleons, Gixl
shudanbs wleghl teke thenm Flewers fn e howpitel (ef tome of ouy wluderbs ddd, w
sorvice which wes wueh appreeisted), glel sbadents wight sing %o Haom, ghrl giudents
wight comebimes ge owh do help with the Ruliglovs Berviess at $he plr-fields arowd
Chomgln, but they wight oot danes with them, palng oub dlone with thew won very
delinidely frowned upoms There are n Pew dances in private homos vhere some 62 the
Chinese women fasulby oblige, o bibger denco yme phven on July dbb, and the Woments
Tubernpiionel Club has arrenged for o pood medy of' the mom bto be wbvrbaingd in
Ehinege homws, bub public opinion stil) feols bl wobewn~totey betworn (hinese pirly
sod fmepricen nes, sboub whon i the nedure of the case thoy wan bmew Littls wmd whe
oome fran g different sotdal beskpround hnd bebker bo svolded se far oy poseibla.

The Ameriesn men, seeing the mny atbraebive Ohinebs glrls and vongelous
for the nogt part ouly of o desire for friendly Inteoreourge wiith the eyposite sew in
thelr man-ridden workd, feel themswlves gomeuhnt Umeerted @l hproakod wnledydyy ek




It is uot wise o go speiust deeply posbted soeinl traditions in theae zatbers, and
she University suthordties hed no obher sowrse open to Gheme Toddvidusls of poline
pad emperdpuce gen sbep outeide these Jvaditlong, bub 1% Le sefer for She RyRrige
person bo keep within, sof gulbs essentiel Por o Pomen's nllepe to do soe It i
another remindor of bhe dAfflenlty of fubereabionnl indereourse on B Large wenle,
nd, wnother challeoge o Christims o tvy 4o &o sprepd thelyr sbandexds that wen nnd
wm?m srsryRhere ean meet n felendliness and frogdum, safs by reuson of thelr lmner
purilye

Inflebion end Mopsle, ,

' Amprigens wre one Lively reminder of the war, sncther whileh ig alwiys with
ws Ao the evey gonblowing inflatdon, so thed prices by the wud of Jume were 560 Himes
what they were when we firet esme to Chonglue  There iz no denying Shet this conglant
rise in prices has an wdeynining effeot on the movale 6f thosn who Live in the mided
of 1%e Almost everylody besomes inerensingly maTGy-avaselons, nd those who esrpy
neavy rosponeibllitios for olbers betone dospernbely anticus ag bo how iy ars bo
mwel those respongibilitios. Students empeet pey for work thed befors Hhwry would
fove natupally dome volwabsrily, Yeachers toke mere than omg Job in order o Peed
Bhelr fomilles, nd administraters spond ihe prestor part of thedr me wresbling
with the fineseisl provless of thedr inptltubions, Herdly » meobing of the Eweculim
Camslfbes of even sueh a somparatilvely mell lesblbutdon as Ginling goos Ty vl thowt
pome meutlon of the endless wuesbion of the rice subaldys UOne wipht Whink thedb
single women with no one bub themselves 4o look afbor wore the bosh oif off all the
selaried olasses, snd L0 any such exigbed in Ching, thoy would be, but theve ape
vory fow evon mmong slogle women who are rok regponsible for younper brothers or
slaters, pavents, nieses and nephews, adopled ehijdren, elo., 50 that even in Ginllug
The problon of femily respensibiiities ln 4his wlmost imponslible aituption is with us,

A community thus welghbd down by Yhn seape of cconomic Inseourity will nob
for the most pert be one In Wiieh mowal and rellgiovs enthusiom la et o high pibes,
Whon Jesus sald: YSeek fired the Finglom of God and Wis rightecusnessy and sll these
things shall be added woabe you®, e weas whbering nob an dmpowsible idesl buk o sobey
Laohy newribeless 1% is not o Paek Wwd the mpjerity of Christlens ~ fogb or Yesh -
have token serlouslys So whils there are many hright opots here nud there, and ine
dividuals wid groups who cwn rise sbows the purely meboerial end peslice the truth of
these words, ene canmot T Mulnk honeatly report thet 1ile on the Caspus do gensval,
o in Holing in partieuler, hen vosched og high e level as on sume osedsions, bhough
1% obill hes wuch thad is honest, eonselonbiony, end sbeadfest sbout ib,

Dre Wals Reburne

toe ovent ot the beplming of the term whish gave Ginllng » grest 1414, and
hes belpod ug ail threugh the Lorm woes, of courss, the retuen of Dre Wu st the Bogine
ning of Merch., Hobly Be Dr Dieng, Dre Liw, My Ming, wnd Dre Chesbor hold the Lort
while she wes awsy, 1% wos nob o enay time for people whs were asiing in snother
pereon’s pluce o wmade doeisions, and 44 was o great plonsure and imspirablion bo heve
her eome bask, and to relurn o ug with new arperiences and now shreagth o holp uwe
ally, Hew elonrness of vision, her sounduess of Sdgment, hey continulhp eonoern with
e things of the mind wnd epirds, end hey devebed sense of rosponslbllity moke hey
a lender thet 1t is very desirable bo have with the Gollege In thege Siffieult deys.

Sio did not peb word of the mebuel day snd probubly howy of her arrival
wabdl that very morming, when word eame Srough by belophone thet wa she wes eoming
up by privete say from Chwegking avd would arrive bhab days  Ap she srrived o 1i%tle
before ghe wes cupesbod, enly & suell grovy vas et the goate of the Canadien Sehwol
(where some Cinlivg siudents, wod mosh of, the Hallng veechers now live) o greal
her, but word mproed qudeldy, end &% 468 heb lotg before 6 group of pirle, ewmplebe
with bamer and firecrekers, ceme 4o welowmie heps Agein thot evening she wes
esgorted owr 4o the firet dorsdbory wihere she mude a Wrivghel procession Hwough
the thwong of gheering ebudents, hed sugper with then, avd made Yhe Flret of ma ;
gpoechon. Thevre waw mother move Pormel ooonsion glvan by the stuadents, inforanl oo
by the Paculty, end & resord meeting of the Aluwmnae %o woloons heor busk. In addition
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to these family affelrs there wore s OF eourse, ondless invibabions bo speak on all
sorbs and conditions of oocagions, and alwnys she had aomething o the poink, and
something worth while saying,

Th meent v grest denl 4o many people o hnve Dre Wu back, for she ig on
meny eommitbees of imporbence, and hor Judpment and coungel ave atught by many, buk
there lg no doubt at all theb her relurn meant most b the Pueulty and Students op
Blnling Colleges

Roligious Life,

Ao one person ean hope 4o denl adeguebely with this bople, as 1o one person
san hope to know it all, bub thers are verbeps same hiogs worth saying wder this
hoading.

Puring the Spring Vecetion, s eonference represeubing all Five of the
Chrlestlon Ingtitubions s well as bwo of the Govermment Universities wae held ot
Teung I Chino in the premises of the Mebhodish Girls* Mddle Schools The topie wos
the Hew Sohool Spirit (the (hinese words have n deeper and more eomprehensive meaning
than the English tremslation)s It wes an ingpirving conference ay they faeed very
fronkly wany of the moral snd spiritusl shorteomings on our ows sad obher wampUses,
nod wore determined to try and make things bebber, Sinee their veburn they have been
brue %o thelr purpose, and have founded & movemenh bo establlish this new school
apirih of which they ecaught the vislonm ak Teuwng T Chiso. They heve divided inmbo
smed.) groups for regular meetings fup proger and Bible Study (the Ginling studewts
Tormed ene group with the sbudents from she Thevlogical Seminary, nnd heve met faithe
fully woust Sundey mrpings af 7 auone), snd have alse had nonthily meebings of the
whole prowps Bub they have found, ae others before them, “hat 1% ix ensier to smalyze
the situntlon Hisn o oure 1%, Indlviduals snd groups have besn helped, but they bave
herdly hed the effect en the hotol Life of vhe Campus for which they hed hoped.,
However, they sre still carrying on end mey yot find 4he right way of spproach to
brlng about wore widewspread regulls,

Belioving that the members of Yhe Pogulty should do all they could o help
this effort bo raise the spiritual and morel tone of the Sompus, we st Ginling @ige
cussed o simller tople st our Faeulty rotreat held soom afber D, Wu returneds One
resuly wes the vealisstion of the neseusity of thiking through mere thoroughly the
reletlon bebween ouwr curriculum work snd cup rellglous purposss With this in ming
we made use of the weekly Proulby Fellowship meetings to lmve & seriey of pepers
dealing with this main toplc = the papers wore Soclal Sciences mnd Relizion by Mrs,
George Wu ( & member of the Seedolopy Depertoent), Netural Bolencon and Reliplon by
fath Chester( hesd of the (hemistry Degartment), end Avts and Religion by Wise
Gutherlond (Heed of the Musle Deportment)y They wers all interewting papers and led
o worth-while disoussion, though they revealed het o In all onses is our cwrdfelun
work very closely geared in with our religlous outlvdlky bub ot lessh we are nob alone
in that, for I suppome meny would resognise thed departmentalisetion i one of the
curses of modern educnition,

The vormal religiows mebivities of %he College 1ife go om us usuale This
berm the Ginling Religious Fellowship divided all 15 nmembers inbo small proups -
Paculty and students - for more inmblmebe disenasion end prayer on religious and
other metbers. Some of the prowps went well, some net so woll, bub the need for
guch fellewship is wndoulrbedly there. Chopel is hel@l every day buk Sundey at T30 aeme
It ls led omee every wook by Dr, e, furice by Paoulty or oubside speshors s twice by
students, and the other day ie ‘belen eherge of in sliernote weels by the Musle Departe
ment snd the Bllowshilp proups. &% Baster, there were n special series of Chopeols

led by speeisl speckerss The room in whieh we have bo held chepel iz not idesl, 1%
i the living room of the first dormitory, where sume of Lhe Laculby sab thelr meals,
and there are meny nolses ebove mnd around, bub perheps the chapel has wo less value
Lor that as it serves as & more realisbie gyubol of the things of %the spirdt in the
midet of bhe worlde
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There are sewversl Jolul activitlies, sush ng the Sunday School for the
children of the campus, which im run In cooperzbion with the Unlversily of Nenking,
and ‘then there are the jolub serviees of worship for all the institutions, which
are held en Sundey morning end ewolng, and are an ingplrdation by reason of the
numbers which abtend, the migle, the presdhing and abeve all the meanifert purpose
of worshipe '

Redipious Musies :
' Religlons music lg wpdoubbedly one of the i@&%&;lnrezaﬁmﬁ’ o u-g i}fi:‘: ")U&xgn@‘
iy for the moruing oo @ & this lesb term by Miss Graves (of Gioling) end
£8 Shubobod maliiy oF SIbTs Prom LiALine abd boys Prits Hhe Uk vaveity of Hesine,
while the shedr for the evening service wig lod by I8.ss Werd and is composed
moinly of students from Wesb hive and Cheeloo, This tern dhe serning chelr with
the help of speeisl soloiwbs, guve "The Light of Life" by Blger. One whole gervice
wes plven up B i, with Juet s belel talk on the meunding of the men born bilind,
it wags vepenbed again ot o cholr festivel in the olty. The evening ehoir heg given
Twe op three very besbbtiful devetiensl Services of musle, which are smong the begt
atbended of ell the services of wordhipe

Undveral bty Communad by Charahs

686 servions of worship have now balen whod might be eslled g sgheop fore
word snd this torm hog peen the lmaugwration of an University Comemity Church, which
iz designed o meet the needs of oll gorbs of pevpls on and erownd the GaERte  The
Piret Uhelrma of the Doard wos Dr, Pe O, How, whose Yraglo death in a noter noeldentd
durlng the winter veootlon wes o grest less to the newly insvgurated chureh, in whose
progress he was desply concerned, sy 1h was bo olher longer seheblished Christien
sanpese Iha program i mot yob o fully rowded one 4o meet nllthe needs, bub it has
been woll~loxmobed, and ghould mesn more snd move Yo the life of the commimity. A
service of Baphiem wape held shortly sfber Busber, ab which over twenty shudents were
bapiiseds Relationehips with the Ciby Churches heve been csrefully loocked %o and
are goods Some ghudents peburally prefor 4o keep in toueh with one of the regular
eity Churches, and ob & service of Bapbtism avd Confirmstion ef ihe Shen Rung Hwel
(Bplscopel Chureh), six Ginling stedents were baphised or eonfirneds

el enl Activiblone
' Heoliglous musie in not the enly kind of musie which is well 1liked on the

campus, concorts of sllsorts are Lo be homrd, end nabwally (dnling with its Deperb-
ment of Musie (the only Pull ome emonmg the fiwe lomstitubions) doss its shere, This
bevm Mlow Shen Deuwying of the Masle Deparimont gave o Plane Reeitsl, one of the
grodunting fenlors gove o plene recitel, and the students gove thelr amuel rooidml, .
which wap wmsually successfuls In addition, after bterm was over, the (lee ¢lub,
wnder the able condueborshly of fre.luey Yoh, pave o spovlsl eomeert bo raise fumds
Por the depariment. 1% was a very successful performsuce, end om whe mesond night,
during the latter pard of the progrem, Viee-Fresident Wellace came in %o hear then,
e had previcously been dining s the guest of the Presidenmbe of the Migher Tnatitutiocns
of lemrning in Chengbu, snd Dr. Wu brought him 4o hoar the coneerts He joined the
Glee Club afberwards 1n thelr light refreshuments, and even mede & brief gpesech, in

rieh they were greatly honoured, for nob many of the students on the cowpus hed a
chanes Yo hear him spesik. Hls ressrles showed where his heart lies, for he commented
on how guel they looked in thelr whilte dremses, axd how vhed mede him think of the
Chinese farmers ewesting in the flelds, pubbing in mueh more physiocal effort than
the Americen fermeoy for the swmme returne Bub he was gled he sald %o lssrn from
Iy Wa's speech of thed ewening, thet they also were trying Yo lay sbress on prasbiesl
thingse :




Soelal Borvice Aetlvities of Sinling,

THEFE are indoed many fon raried kinds of sooinl serviee activitiey
gedng one  The Nursl work hee boen raported slsewhere by thoge more Intimebely
sonngebed with 14, bub ewerybody who govs thers i Improngsd with the spirit of
the workers, sad the wey in whish they sre meking wse in thpdy syuipment of all
the local producks in ewsh & wey thet vhelr sob up could ensily be reproduced in othepr
plagese Bub in eddition 4o thw Baral work thore is the Sooial centye Jjuet neer the
cempus, whers many setivivies go on ineluding e Wursery Hehool for the stroot children
Harsory Sthools ave very much the ovder of the day Just now, and Ginling is respounsible
for three, two in Chengbu sud one in the counbry, That they meslt o grent deal to ihe
children no ome ean demy, 1% is only to be heped thet brue prineciples of education
which are rellowed oul there will be carried on imbe the Primary Schools, whieh do mob
alweys have e ssue careful supervielon and skilled Yechnique.

Othar Aobivities,

THe manifold astivibles 3f o Ppapas, on which there are Pour imstitublons
and smother oue guite nesr, are Yoo msny to deal with adegurbely, and indeed no ove
persong knows them 8ll, for svery department hes its own oluby » Bnd ofben mope Ghan
one, and thew there are other groups of all sorbs snd deseriptlont. Yometimes they
maey 4o farther thelr kvowledge of thely own subjesd such as Chemlstry, sometimes
they ool Yo dlssuss the toples of the duy ss when thePolitisel Selence Club, the
Chivege Club of the University of Fualing and the Hisbory Clubs of Herltlng ewd Ginling
ael bo dlsouss the new congbitution (o subject which hap been discususd & pood deal
during the pash fow mowths), sometimern they meet to oy and enjoy out-ofw-dooy
potivitios, sometimes for religpiocus purgsges and someblmws for pursly soolel, Bub
there is o great deml of growp life poing on, sud in all of these aebivitien, Ginling
studends play thedy parb.

Une eeobivisy which is detinetive of Glnling 1s theb of the Fhysienl Edugs-
tion Depariment. This Yorm, under the lmwediste alreectlon of Wi ssPogey Lin, bubk with
the help of the whole deperiment, the sbudents gere & devee recitel sround the thewe
of springs It was nel & dreme with & conseoubive shoyy, bub all the dences were
related o the peneral thewe of the eoming of spring, end it was very effeetive, In
haroong with the prineiples of the departwment, not enly bhe good dencers apposred,
but all who wers btelking dencing thed form book pert, se thet 4% really wheg o alle
college show, mnd nob Jush o few star performers, [he smeller children %o whom Migs
Lin has been glving rhythe elasses also book park, and were most Petobing ne bubbere
flles and rabbite. Libtle mousy could be spered for costwmes, bub Wy dint of borrowe
img end elever management, very effechive resulbs were aghieved ot a wory low sost,
The slesses sompeted in & serles of natiomal dences, and the Seniors loored very
elffootive ln thelr Frenoh wminuet, with lece bable mate ecbing ps lece eravsbs foy the
neme  In speaking of costumer 1t seems only ripht bo menbion the pregenee of oy
Indian shudent, Miss Meunen, (the daughler of the Indian Apent in Chungking, who bas
in all wmye proved hersell o very sccepbable end adjustoble wember of the sommmity)
her saris heve been most useful for sll soris of eoshumes s and zhe hms boen most
generous In lending these really lovely stuffs, on the day of the Denve Drams she
had something over 50 garils on loan.

Famong Vigliorg.

We tre in many woys rather cut off fram the sutside world as it ds difrie
eult to get magoezines or newspspers from sbroed, bub we do heve & seriain mmber of
Pamouns visitors, for once they sre ab Crangling, o trlp to Chengiu i very naturel,
The mowh famous of the guests this Lerm was Viee-Fresidend Wel loge, thouph to be
soewabe he did nob arrive wobll after topm wos over, wid he did come o the cmmpus,
he wae enbertained by the Fresidents, andhes already been saild, come o the Ginling
flee Club Cunsert. Ancther visitor, ss femous perhaps in his own way, wes Dr. Lin
Yowton, kmown ag an suwbther in tww lengueges, and welcome se & visitor vhose impressions
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of two eownbries b wer wes vivid onl interepting. The British Councll countinues

to sond exchenge professors, snd this bime it was Profesdor Henwick, of the English
Litorature Deparinent ot Duwrhan University, Under probest, he pave two publie
loetures, bubt his gresber embribution and his own preference vms in the tonching
off motual classes, wherw he felb more nb home and ot his vuse; bebh the Fnzlish aud
the Elstory Depertments benelited from hils insbructions. Anobher visitor from the
nesdemic world way Dr. George Cressy of Syrecuse University (Geography Depaytment),
no strenger to Chlna se he hed baught preglougly st the Unlversidy of Shenghai. He
come alko from the Btate Department, and in ble loobures made ue even more eware of
the meny provlems which face Ching dpd the Paoific ares both durdsg and afbor the
wory fmothey vislior who was bub returning to his Pirst leve, wog Dre lemoly Swoeb
whooome on bupiness comected with the United Chine Relief, and gove us & vary clear
pleture of the orgenization in Amerdes, which is seeking to eliminebe over-lagping
in Cinenciel cempsipns, bub in doing so, wmuet 1iwdt the individual fniiative end
Lrosdom of scach separate group. Othey visiters of longer shending sre atill bo be
soan from wles on the cempus such ne Professur Dyketra, the Potube ompert, in
additon @ wellm=imown flgures who Live dn other parbs of China - Rewl Alley of %he
Chinese Industrial Cooperstives, Plshop Hall of HongHong ami Vonmen, sod Bighop Glluan
of Hemkow, 0 menbion Just o fow,
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VWie are kept In toueh with the owbside world in other ways then by visitors,.
Chengbu is one of the eentres for the use of Meredilms, theve are ab Least thres
projectors on the ecompus, snd wore aud more wmaberial iy coming Whwrough in this form,
Books aleo come through &b $imes. A pift of books from fricuds cumsobed w4l
Liverpuol Unlverslty, having srrived ss fer ss Caloubbe dwo years age, ore nodw being
brought in Yheough the kindness of the Briish Cownell, wmad They wre gobting in obhey
booke in as well, espeelelly boclks conneched with Sclense, as Dr. Hesdhem?s office
dn Chunghing is working especially nlong those liness Vice-Presldent Wellace left
behind him glfhs of wooks, micro~films amd £ilmey end so it pres -~ wp are neb exsetly
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gorged on new literature, but thers is s lifoegiving trickle,

Baocelowronte ond Comnencement .

And g0 witn all Whis achivity io the foregroumd, end gtendy ecndemic work
polng on in the backpround, the end of berwm with ite CParewsl]l parbies and finel
soslnetions finelly srrived, It is oluays semothing of & pussle how sy shudeat
manages b0 get any work done at the end of berm with ell the meny ferewsll parties
thet there are, even though the Adwinistration does i%a best o Limib the nuEber
However, all students do some work, wed somo siudente do guite o loby wod 29 Senlors
were duly gradunbed from Ginling eh the end of the svmmoey berm, Thers weore eight
graduated in the Winber, so that the btotel mumber f 1944 iz 37, Thers were Yhres
in the Speclal Physieal Bducebion eourss.

The Jolng Bucoslaureate end Comeneswenth Bxercises are aleays lupressive
ooonsiong with the Five Frosidests dignified in Yhelr robes, the Lemg procession of
vilbe-alad gradustos - men wad women, the orowded room, the pletiCorw bhurked with palms
acd flowars, the gy coliowrs of the bammers, sud e sense of how much solid work snd
roel effort lies behind this elimex of Powr yesrs' worl,

The speaker at the Buccolenrenbe wes Choplsin Romeyue of the American Alp
Forse (and Yemas)s Ho wen the abbentdon of his audienee from Lhe first by the hvmowr
of his cpeming ghory, bub the heerb of what he hed 4o ssy was fer from lumowrous oy
he deslt with the subjeet of Judgewond, nob the Judgement of 4he Lagt Day efter death,
but the judgement they 14fo pessee on men snd on the wey they live, He underlined
the judgement whlch the present condition of the world hes pegsed on nen end the
esseniial selfishmess of thilr lives, whether 1% be of individunls or of groupss and
ko challenped the graduating senmlora to live iu such o spirit of gelf-seorificdsl
glving that they need not fenr the Judpement of life, bub may live without fenr,




T wes 5 bimely mpssege, spoken in doud emymonl by o wen whe hus seen the horrors
off war, tuk gleo the nobility of humen natwre undor desbing eonditioms, and overw
whilming Serrorse ' ' ‘
o Phe spesker wi Commendenent wae Mee Weng Y%Wm’f one of the PuPells Mission
4o Bnelands  Shory srey-lmived, mnd choury of fade he spoke with vigsur mnd eone
vietien shouk the war efford in Baglend, snd begked up lis shabensnbs by wanifold
phaddebics guoted withenh refeveuee 4o u eingle notes Huglend, fov olyiong ronpong,
s uob porhaps the bewt beloyed of 4he sllies, bwh he wan listened b6 with fwnborest
ond eibentions, end b the end, wftér he hed medo some quile Srenghant comphrisons
botwesn the Muglish sud the Chinese effords ns rogerds method aud wplrit, he was
gravbed with vopl pplouse on ho sab dowte Ope renlised then, ap ode hus penlized
on other seengions, that % ig the lack of opporbunliy wd of ccganisation H0 ol
use of thelr ebilities, not lack of will, vhich keeps the ghudents of Chlma =
From ployiog & grosber part in thelr nebional war offortd then ihey sttunlly des
And wo with thess rifging challenges in thely cors, the Sbtudernts of 1944
went owh o a Cing which hes never more sovely needed mon sad Women of wiselfish
apirit aod treined sbilityy Let wy pray thet dhey will he able o live up Yo thely
grest opportuslty and dbnllenge thek lies before Wthens
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September 2, 1944

Dear Mrs. Mills:

Some ‘time ago, I received the following natice from Mr. Henry Chambers,
accountant of the China Defense Suppliess

"We have received from Pan American Airways in your neme a refund
of C.NeA.C, Emchange Order Ho. 0885 in the amount of $585,00, We are
mailing a check made payeble to Ginling College for the above awmount to
Mrse W, P, Mllls, 150 Fifth Kvenue, Hew York, W.Y., to be deposited %o
your account,"

Before I left Washington, I kmew thabt this might be refunded from the
Travel Expense our group of professors paid to the C,N.A.C. in Chungking, It was
decided then that if and when this refund came, ocur group would just receive it as
a gift from the government,

I have not received your word sboubt the receipt of suech a cheek from the
CeDeS, When it comes, will you please give it to Mrs, New, I am writing her about
it also,

When I was at the hills with Miss Van Kirk, I found that she had just re-
ceived Fosdick's M"On Being A Real Person", which was mailed from Boston as ordinary
first-class matter, While she could not tell exectly how long it took to come,
evidently it must have been mailed some time bthis years Another thing we have
noticed is that letters with S-cent postage have come in, which took 6 to 10 weeks
onbﬁ on the way., BEvidently, then, ordinary first-class mail has been started,

Will you please make inquiries ebout it. Our offices are in desperate need of
carbon paper and stendils., I wonder if such things could not be sent by ordinary -
first-class meil. In regard to books, will you please ask Mrs. New to select one
or two good recent books on personnel guidance, and send them through your office.
As for other types of books, I shall have to ask the faculty before we can send you
e list. However, I know of one definite need, and I would eppreciate it if you
could send my message to Miss Edith Haight., That is; recent books on modern dance
ing (Introduction to Modern Dancings; Technique of iMpdern Dencing) and other mate-
rials in rhythmic work for high schoels and colleges. Our department is the only
one in China that has given training in this line and we should prepare teaching
material in this subject for our own gradustes and other P. E, workers to use., Miss
Peggy Lin, especially qualified because of her speeial training in Shanghai and her
own interest, would use this, and also Miss Lo Hwei-ling, who is back on our staff
this year., She was BEdith Haight's student. Both of these girls cen do translation
work, if we have the books. ,

You asked about Ettie Chin's plems. She left Chengtu about the middle of
July, and I have heard that she is now in India, waiting for passage, No one can
tell how long it will take befope she can sail. I have told her to keep Smith in-
formed as to whether she can reach there in time for the second term. I am asking
Miss Sutherland to send another letter reminding her,

A letter has just come from Florence from Kumming, so she is one step
nearer, even though the last step between Chungking end Chengtu is a very diffisult
one, The buses are in such poor condition that the léuday journey may teke 2,3,4,
5,6,7,8, days! The most reliable way is the mail truck and there is always a long
waiting line, Because of the lack of gasoline, there is no regular air service be-
tween Chengtu and the capital; and only for special reasons, occasional planes may
be arremgedd The P.P.Ce members are privileged to ask for such a plane,

Yi-fang Wu
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The enclosed letter frrom Miss Stella Marie Graves
gives her own account of her trip home and of her joy in being

in Americe once more.

Since this letter was written, she has’™

changed her plans somewhat and will spend most of Séptember at

the M.R.A, Conference being held at Mackinac Island.
pects to come to New York sbout the end of September,

She ex-
Mail for

her should be addressed to this office until Ffurther notice:

Miss Florence Kirk, Head of the English Department,
reached Bombay about the end of July, after a rather long de-

lay in South Africa,

We have not had any further word from her

but hope that she was able to get to Chengtu in time for the

opening of College on September 8th.

Miss Evelyn Walmsley, who sailed from Philadelphia
the end of April, was delayed ih Lisbom until late in July, We
have just had a letter from her, dated July 23rd, written en

route to South Afrieca.,
ber of the English Department,

Miss Walmsley is a newly appointed mem-

A recent letter from Dr. Wu says that Miss Ettio Chin,
Acting Head of the Physical Education Department, left Chengtu

on July 18th on her way te Amerieca,
Miss Chin, bubt hope that she will arrive soon.

Sineerely yours,

Mrs, W, Plumer Mills

Enclosure:; Letter from Miss Graves (ﬁ% 7 /f/%%

We have had no word from




Care of Miss MMina Courtright
306 West Shaw Street -
Charlotte, Mich; U,S,Al
Auvgust Tth, 1944

Dear Ginling Friends,

"~ As you see by this, I have actually reached my own little home town in the’
UsSeAs, much earlier than I had expecteds And it is good to gét home, and am I enjoye.
ing seeing my 6ld home friends, and eating American food again, . Already Itm feeling
80 much better, having gained eight pounds in weight since one time this spring, that.
I'm almost afraid when the College Board people see me they may think I have already
had my furlough and want to send me straight back to China} =~ - I arrived in Miami,
Florida, the 24th of July; and now I want to tell you the story of my trip.

My dear friend, Louise Hammond, who lived in Chungking, this spring became
seriously ills It was cancer that had come back the fourth time, She had radium
treatment in Chungking and thet was too severe and left her with a deep radium burn
which became deeply infécted. After she flew to Kunming early in June, she added
malarie to her troubles, Of course my furlough was due;, and so her mission people
and her doctors felt she needed a friend to go with her, and they did their best to
arrange for us both to go by hospital plane all the way from Kumming to America, This
wes at last granted by General Stillwell, and I was very happy that I could go with
her, This was of course a very speecial case and took mueh time to arrange, I left
Chengtu the morning after Commencement, =~ and how I did have to rush %o get things
roady, reports and grades in, courses turmed over 6 my colleagues, I went by postal
truck to Chungking first, starting thé 27th of June, There I stayed chiefly with a
very dear Chinese friend of mine, Mrs, Chu Hwang Wen-yu, She was just recently mare
ried last February to Mr, Renesen Chu, or in Chinese word order, Mr. Chu Ren-sen, ‘
assistant-general manager of the Farmer!s Batk of China - one of the five or six big
banks of China, She was my prinecipal when I was toaching in Wen Shan Girls School in
Foochow, when I first wént to China in 1930, Although they lived ten miles outside
of the eity of Chungking, they gave me the usé of their car for more than Hwo days to
help me get 'my military permit to leave China, money changed, British vise and such
things dones Ho went with me part of the time, she all of the time, And then she
spent the last two days I had in Chungking with me (two nights and a day) and borrowed
a friend's car to take us dowm ‘to the airfield at six in the morning of” July sixth,

I had five delightful days of rest in her home, Before I left her home, her - husband,
fearing I might not have onough money (Kunming has the highest prices of all Free China
and one never khows how long one may need to wait for planes) gave me a letter to his
bank in Kumming, asking the Bank there to give me at once without guestion the '
$10,000,00 Chinese Notional Currendy which the College hnd given me for travel as far
as India (about equal to $100,00 U,S,) and then asked the Bank to give me amy smount:
above that which I might need and charge to his bank account! Happily I did not be-
gin to need this amount of momey, and returned much of it o ‘the College, but this is

a good illustration of the generosity of our Chinese friends.

In Kunming I found Louise Hammond in the fine Mission Hospital, I myself
stayed with the Allens, He is treasurer of the American Episcopal Chureh Mission, I
forgot to say that just as I was about to leave the airfield at six in the morning
the let¥er of permission to fly to America for Louise and myself was put in my hands,
The trip to Kumming took about three hours, In Kunming we had a six-day wait for the
right weather and plane to fly over thé "Hump". July 12th we took off in the aftor-
noen, another pleasant three-hour trip, We flew otver the lowest section of the
Himalays, because, though we had excellent weather, we could see only a very little
snow on a few ridges and only in one direction, I have soen more snow in mid=summer
from Chengbu on the Snow Mountains, We landed at Chaboa, in Assam, and from here on
stayed always in Army hospitalss - we paid nothing for our travel,only a paltry fifty
or seventy cents’for meals that were excellent, After two nights in Assam, we flew
a nine~hour trip, refuelling only at Agra, and ecircling round and round to see the
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lovely Taj Mahal, on to New Delhi, It was somethirg to see that lovely building from
the air, though I longed to see it from the ground, In New Delhi I had about an hour
for a little shopping, The next morning we went on %o Karechi, a four~hour flight,
Except in Assam, all India seemed very dry as we watched it from the air, Karachi

on the west coast is surrounded by desert., At Karachi we had our lash long wait from’
the 15th %o the 21lst, At nine that night we took off, aeross the Arabian Sea, Arabie,
stopping to refuel at a little island of Massara in the Red Sea, and then on to
Khartoum in Egypt, where we stopped again for refuelling, "This is the place of the
Junetion of the Blue and the White Nile, Then on we went to Acors on the Gold Coast
of Africa, =~ a total of 27 hours actual flying, We had less than three hours rest
at the two previous stops, At Aeora, after six hours of rest, where woe had to eat
both suppor end breakfast, we were off again beforo 6300 asms and Plew scross the ‘
South Atlantic, not even stopping at Ascension Island, bubt went straight to Natal,
Brazile It was then 8:30 pyme (6:30 their time, While flying our days were ‘twenty-
six hours long).” We hoped to spend the night there, but no, ‘after another short stop,
about two hours, on we went to Georgetown in British Guionh, Then ofter an hourfs
rest we took off for the last time ond landed at 12:30 noon, on Monday the 24th, in
Mismi, Floridal - an oadditionnl 26 hours of flying, Just as we reéached Florids we -
had to fly through o thundershower, the roughest part of our trip, As I figure, it
took 72 hours of flying from Chungking to Miami, -

: We were one weary crowd, but oh, so happy and grateful to recach Ameriecon
soil sefely againe The plone had been too noisy to tolk muchy it was the biggest of
the "Air Transport Command, four-sngined., °Three were litter patients, all the rest of
the twenty-six patients were oble to wolk; =all were men save one nursé, Of course =
there was o Flight Nurse in each plane and one or two others in charge, besides the two
pilots, There were only five stretchers, some slept on the floor. The litters were
on the floor, but some sat up, I suppose, all of the way, The sents were oluminum’
with blankets for cushions, = o transport plane used as a hospital plone that time,

So you see it was exeiting and very strenwous, I marvel that Louise survived tho
tripe ‘At Miami she was teken to the Jackson Memorial Hospitael, Miss Baker helped us
no ends I shopped most of the next day, and about five in the .afternoon found that
the Head Doctor had gotten parlor car arrangemsnts for us the next day at eleven, to
my amazement. Again another rush to gét ready, and off we went to Chicagos On Fri=
day morning her brother and an ambulance met our train, She had stood the trip
marvelously until ‘Friday morning, save for two bouts with malaria, one in Kumming, tho
second in Karachi, But that morning she was out of her head, and afterwards, on Mon-
day, sald she could remember nothing after that mornings ~But in Chicago, of course,
Louise was taken to a hospital, the Passavant, I think it is named., It is Just aeross
the street from another big hospital, the Wesley, I think, Since Monday she seemed
much better, asked to see both her brother and me, but she is not yet as well as when
she started, She is a very sick woman, .

I stayed with her famous brotherts family in their lovely home on Nerth
State’ Street from Friday until Tuwesday, (Hé is the inventor of the Hammond Electrie
Organ, and now of things for the Govermment,) On Saturday afternoon I-went off For
over Sunday with my childhood friend, Lena Sackett Birkett in Osk Park, but returned
to the Hammonds! home on Monday night, I, and Mrs, Hemmond were most gracious to me;
she helped me shop one day, and the last night I was in their home the¥ took me and
one of their two charming daughters to the Ambassador Hotel for dinner, wheré we had
a rogular Thanksgiving feast, turkey and everything, in the famous Pump Room,

On Tuesday morning I camg on to Charlotte %o be with Mina Courtright, and’
to see my old friends again, It surely is wonderful to bo at home ones more, I plan
to stay here till about August 25th ahd then expect to go on to see friefds betivden
here and New York, I expeet to arrdve in New York City about September 4th or 5th,
There T will declde what I should do, end where I will live, So ebill my New York
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address is care of the Ginling College Office, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York City, In
the meantime I'm having one grand .vacation enjoying my friends, end Amorican food %o
the fullests '

Stella Marie




Ginling College, Chengtu, China
September 25, 1944

Dear Friend.-

The past six and a half months since I left Philadelphia have been guite
exciting, filled with events which resemble a luxury cruise rather then the hardshipe
of wartime travel, The fifteen thousend miles or more which separate Philadelphia
and Chengtu were a real education, for until I came to Chungking, two hundred miles
from Chengtu, I did not touch at a single place I had ever seen before, Until I
reached India, I did not come across ~ on boats, or in cities where I waited - any
other person going to China, though I frequently heerd of a group of thirty mission-
aries ahead of me, and of others following with all the speed possible in these days
when governments put civilian needs second to the wer effort., In Indis it was somew
thing of a shock to discover large numbers of China missionaries Just evacuated from
their stations because of the threat to their safety when the Japanese armies occupiec
more and more territory, stations scattered from north %o south, in Honen, Shensi,
Kwantung, Fukien and Kweichow, The general question was, "And are you going in now?"
That I was going to "Free China" was sufficient answer. Even so, there were few
women. coming in this direction. In Kuming sn Air-force man said, "Do you mean to tel
me that you have just come in by plane from India? When I said, "Yes", he said,
My, then, can't my wife get passage?™ TMWhen I flew the seven hours from Caleoutbs %o
Kumming, I was the only woman passenper on the two planes, '

It has not been reassuring to visit Portugal, South Africa, snd India, for
these countries have a multitude of problems that would be difficult of solutiom
even in peace time., It was a shock tc learn, for instance, that thore is seventy per-
coent illiteracy in Portugal, and s visitor in other countries is conscious often of
the divisions rather than of the unity of feelings I felt very ignorant of these
parts of the world, and was grateful for the necessity of staying for weeks in Durban,
for instance; this gave me an opportunity of observation at least, and made me inter-
ested in the whole situation there,

In India and China the Allied wer effort is very much. in evidence, The
main’ street of Caleutta, Chowringhee, seems dominated by crowds of Américans in uni-
form, in jeeps, in trucks, in rickshas, and on foot. There are British soldiers also,
ospecially from England and Austrélia, The traffic of this street, with its trams,
buses, ox-carts, bicycles, rickshes, cars, and horse-carriages that make one think of
the 1880's, 1s complicated by the army trucks and jeeps, and of course by the occa«
sional cows who mildly chew their cuds and switeh their teils at the busiest of inter-
sections, always unchallenged. Men in uniform were everywhere, both in the cities and
on trains, and in cemps seattered across the country., One Anglo-Indian girl on the
train told me, "In our school we find it very difficult +o get food supplies; the
Amorican Army buys it all up in large quantities." Similarly in China, The small
Chinese children hold up their thumbs, saying "ding-heo", one phrase the American
soldier uses, and which now has almost come to symbolize an American, '

I was lucky to have such comfortable modes of travele I had passage on
three occasions on regular passenger boats, and had not to adjust to the strict regu=
lations goverming travel on transports and troopships, In India I found train travel
most interesting, and then came in to China by plane., The last part of the journey
took eight days by truck, which you must do yourself to appreciatel I felt rested
when I arrived, quite ready to get to work again after being sway from teaching for
three years, '

Portugal: I may tend to romanticize Portugal, for I remember it with some of the Joy
I had when I first saw Lisbon, We had had = rather unpleasant Atlantic erossing, and
wore  eager to set foot on land; it had been an aggravation to have to see what we

“
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could of the Azores from the shipts deck, We came up the river into Lisbon on a summy
day in early March, There followed weary hours in the Customs House over luggage, but
finally about six o'clock we issued forth, A glorious sunset was casting its aura .
over the city, over the seven hills covered with the multicolored stucco houses, We
drove along in a miniature car through the center of the city with its wide-paved
streets where trees were partially leafed out, and here and there wisteria hung over
walls, and flower-girls offered carnations, tulips, sweet-peas and roses for sale,

It seemed a fairy-land of vivid color, The breath of spring was ina the air, TWhen we .
were told that we should have to wait two or three months before we could get a ship
onwards, we thought, "Well, it will be a pleasure to have the time to wander about
these streets, and obsérve a country we have never seen before,"

I and a party of eight others were housed with a private citizen for the
Lotels were overcrowded, Our host spoke English, and took a conscientious interest
in trying to make us like Lisbon and Portugal, He ate with us at meals, snd these
were very pleasant occesionsy; we felt starved continually, and looked forward to the
delicious meals he served us, supplementing the genmorous moals with such things as
chocolate, figs, walnubs and oranges, kept in our rooms! At table, ho answercd our
innumerable questions about the city, Portuguese customs, their food, their festivals,
He took us to the travel compesnies, to the bank and post office, and taught us a few
words of Portuguese so we could find our way downtown. He said, "Make a list of the
things you would like fo do while you are here; we shall arrange times when we shell
go as a group," He took us to the Castle of St, George, dating from the twelfth
contury when the Templars weré fighting the Moors, and later through the Moorish quar-~
Ters, now the slums of Lisbon, We ceme in a few days to feel at ease in going shop-
ping, but never could do the acrobatic feats of the Portuguese who made flying leaps
on speedily-moving trams, Our rooms were very chilly, fthough we had keroseme stoves’
which we 1it morning and evening for a while, Outside, however, the streets were
wgrm, for every day the sun shone, and the skics were o deep blue, untouched by clouds.
Our elaborate plans for sightseeing were cut short for two of us, for we got passage
south twelve days after arriving in Lisbon, However, we had gotten a "feel" for the
city, and had seen & modern market, a fourteenth~century cathedral, the interesting
Coach=house with its gilt coaches on display, a beautiful park, and scmething of the
shops with their quantities of élastic, enamelware, alarm clocks and watches, -~ all
of which were scarce in America, Some day I want to go back to Lisbon,

Lisbon to Lourence Marques: We had a leisurely trip on a Portugusse boat around
Africe, traveling at the rate of about eight knots, with considerable waits in certain
portse When we came to the Madeiras, only Portugusese people were allowed off, so the
merchants brought us the contents of their shops, and we could imagine our deck had
become a bazamar, for hung on lines the enbire length of the deck, and on both sides,
were gorgeous madeira cloths for sale., In general, we were sllowed on shore at Portu-
guese ports, and otherwise had to be content to see fellow~passengers go off, There
were very strick restrictions on disembarking at ports not expressly stated in the
contract with the powers which allowed a neutral boat %o travel in wartime; one of

our friemnds had work in the Gold Coast region, and it was agonizing to him to see our
boat go quite close to land, and yet he eould not disembark, Instead, he had to go

to the next port of call, from whiech point it would take him a couple of weeks to
work back to his home., He said, "If only they would let me jump overboard and swim
ashorei"

For weeks - we were six weeks on this part of the trip - the seas were
like glass. It was seldom we saw dny sign of other vessels, and one night when a
freighter passed near us, all dark, it gave us a feeling of insecurity} We traveled
with all lights on, as in peace time, The lazy days passed quickly enough, for we
spent hours looking over the rail, sometimes rewarded by the sight of schools of fly-
ing fish, porpoises, and nearer the Cepe, the albatross, jelly-fish, and phosphores=
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cent water ‘at night. As we went south of the equator, we found our skies very 4if-
ferent toos By this time, we hed become more mccustomed to Portuguese food, and felt
very much at home,  We had the usual deck~games and contests, and spent many a sunset
hour on the upperdeck, I shall not soon forget watching the Negroes load coal at
various ports, and their wild weird songs as they passed baskets of coal from one pair
of hands to another, . At one Portuguese port we visited a primary school of Negro
children: +their bright eager ways made them very attractive, Our day at Cape Town
was delightful: we had timo to go up Table Mountain, and see’ the panorama of the city
in 1ts sheltered location, and the mountainous regions beyond, but the "table eloth"
vhich sometimes covers the moundain top .was not visible,

Our one storm in those weeks was near the Cape, a storm severe enocugh to
make our boat put back into port, Then we sailed northwards, wishing we might get off
when we sew the row of lights which meant Durban. It whs pleasant to have a few days
in Lourenco Marques, where we disembarked from our ghip, and saw a new Portugal, its
open squares and monuments proclaiming its ties with the motherland,

South Africa: Since few boats were then calling at Lourenco Marques, we were advised
%o’ go south into the Union, By this time it was early May, and winter had just set

in, announced by a fall of snow and s sudden drop in temperature, which made everyone
shiver, We had a weeckend at the home of a Boer family in Pretoria, end two days at
Johannesburg, on our way to Durban, We liked the Cape Dutch~style of architecturs,

and were intrigued by the circular buildings, modeled on the kraal village architece
tures The zoo at Pretoria, with its wild animals in grounds approximating their
natural habitat, end the diamond-cutting fackory in Johanncsburg were most interesting,
War-time conditions made it impossible for us o go doun into the famous mines in that:
area, I was disappointed that I could not see my cousin who lives at Springs; that
very weekend her small daughter had contracted scerlet fever w it later turned out to -
be measles,

Durban was involved in its "winter season" with all hotels full of wvisitors
from other parts of the country, The climate was most enjoyable, sunny days on which
the girls wore cotton dresses and woolén Jackets, Swimming and sum~bathing were popu-
lare A lottery on a big scale had been permitted in order to raise funds for soldicrs!
families or something of that nature, end there was much talk of the Carnivsl Quecns.
My favorite was Nellie, the elephant, representing Public Works and Gardens,

We found a room - the "we" Being Mrs, Zwemer, bound for India, and I =~ at
the YaWleCole, one overlooking the Bay, We were under strict orders not to discuss
shipping, or the movements of boats, but there was no law regarding the use of our
cyese We had & real pleasurc in watching the varied craft which came and went before
our eyess, Often we would say, "I wonder if our boat is in the harbor." Our travel
agent asked us to call in at his office every day, and so we lived from dey to day,
never knowing when we might get away. We became accustomed to the: atmosphere of un~
cortainty, and enjoyed our six weeks there wvery much., We "did the sights", including
he parks, the "Snake Farm", and the Valley of a Thousand Hills a littlo distance from:
Durban, went to movies, and all the Symphony Coneerts which we prided ourselves on
hearing for a shilling a concert} We tried to make ourselves usocful by helping at
- the Y.MeCeAs Canteen for service ment. my job was to cub up frult salad - bananas,
oranges, pineapple, paw paws, and an occasional lemon for flavoring. It was not inw
spiring work, but we enjoyed meeting the women who came to worke I found interesting
books at the Public Library and did a good deal of reading.,

Af'Ger the long wait our sailing orders came suddenly, On a Monday night
I heard that we could go on Wednesday, = 1f I could arrange to get my yellow fever
inoculation on the Tuesday. Well, Tuesday was a hectic days the Army cooperated and
got enough men together for the inoculation to enable them to open the serum,
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Jndia: Three weeks on a British passenger boat landed us in Indiae, I was there more
than a month, seeing on my way to Calcutta the famous Taj Mahal, and the new and old
cities at Delhi, I was impressed with the multitudinous attitudes and beliefs of
India, and felt it would take me a very long time to come to anything like an’ under=-
standing of it and its problems, I had the privilege of meeting Dr. Ambedkar, the
leader of the outcasts, and of hearing him discuss some of the problems of his countr:
and of China, We were told that this was the "cool" season, but "cool" seemed scarcc!
adequate to describe the demp heat which marked the whole month I was there, In Cal~
cutta T had dengue fever, which delayed my trip inte China, -

There was a good deal of fussy business to be done in Calcutta about cuse
toms and censorship, and packing the smount of luggage I was to be sllowed to take on
the plane, ™What is most important?" I asked myself, knowing that if I decided on
this, I should have to leave that behind, I discarded all suitcases and containers,
end packed my possessions in DIlué cobtton bags: thread I took off of spools, typewritey
ribbons off of the metal holders, realizing that every thing I could get in was of
great value in Chine where inflation is so serious, It was en a hot Sunday afternoon
that I went to the plane office to get "weighed in", looking with my various layers
of clothes more fitted to start on a polar expedition then to go on a plane trip into
China, One of the officials said to me, "I wish you'd take off your coat: we're
afraid you and the others are going to die of heat stroke!™ We were, indeed, a bulky,
hot-faced group of passengers., Then we went home, to come back in the early morning.

The trip over the "Hump" 'was without incident, We were seven or eight hours
on the way, smooth flying that day. I was disappointed that the Himalayas were not
visible; instead, jungle areas below us, indescribably beautiful cloud formations, and
as we neered Kunming mountains spread out below us that surpassed in beauty the Valley
of a Thousand Hills near Durban, There was oxygen available, but no one asked for it,

China: Kunmihg, with its sunny invigorating weather - it is six or eight thousand
Toct nigh there = quite won my heart, I had my reinitiation into China there; getting
acquainted once more with some aspects of Chinese life I had forgotten, The prices
appalled mes I had had to pay onc hundred and fifty dollars for each of two rickshss
from the plane office to the Chine Inland Mission compound = in pre-war days we would
have paid, I supposec, thirty cents. I was amazed at the variety and quality of
articles for sale, many of them of foreign menufacture, It was said that one could
get anything if one would pay the pricel '

A Chinese girl who used to teach at Ginling, Alice Chang, is now doing
Library work with the Air Force umit in that region, Twice I went out to wvisit her.
The approved method of getting transportation was to stand on the sidewalk of a main
street, and hail the first jeep or truck that came alongl '

I had hoped to arrange to go to Chengtu by plane, but that séemed so indefi-
nite that I got permission to travel by British Military Mission Truck, Thus I had
six days' travel on that section of the famed Burma Road, The trip could not by any
stretch of the imagination be called luxurious, Most of the passengers, faken on as
a courtesy, sat in the back of the trucks, and were jostled by pieces of luggage which
worked loose and prodded them uncomfortably, - The four women in the company were ace~
corded preferential treatment, and we sat with the drivers in front, The roads were
terribly bumpy, even from the cab; we saw American truck drivers wearing very wide,
tightly buckled belts, and learned that six months of jostling on these roads resulted
in all sorts of internal disorders because organs were displeced = the belts were to
"hold them together". I was surprised to see so many trucks on the road, but it was
soon evident that about fifty per cent of them spent a good deal of the day drawn up
alongside the road being repaired! There were spectacular hairpin curves, one con=




D

sisting of seventy~two curves in rapid succession, in traversing which we descended
Tive thousand feet in sbout half an hour, We had trouble with engines and tires, end
one day we formed part of a line of fifty trucks drawn up on a long hill, weiting for
three cars stuck in the mud to be extricated, We spent the nights in Mission com-
pounds, or Chinese inns where fleas sometimes gave us a bad time, I wonder if you'rve
tried sleeping on planks ~ well, with one guilt as a mattress} I did hhis for three
nights in succession, and then could tell a good deal. more .sbout the bony part of my
anatomy, Bubt it was fun: we enjoyed the eclear weather = the rain was not so much
fun - the ever-changing scene which made me think that sleeping as we drove wes a
waste of time, the stops at inms to get tea, or Chinese food, the pleasure of stretd -
ing our limbs while the mechanic did some repairs, the feeling that we were all on o
grand holiday, Our driver seemed to court disaster at every difficult turn by chobs~
ing that moment to light a cigarette, fuss with the car door or hang up his Jjacket,
and yet we had no accident,

It was harvest time: we saw the rice being cut, threshed by being beaten
against the sides of a box in the field, summed in open courtyards, and then the field
being plowed by the stolid water buffalo in préeparation for another sowing, We saw
red peppers, cobs and shelled coin being dried, and cabbage leaves hung on lines for
the salted pickle, Here the soil was rust=red, and there it was the color of chocolat
gvergreens grew near bamboos and the false banyens; morning-gloriés and roses still
bloomed, but asters end golden-rod reminded us that fall was near,

Now I am back on the West China campus, busy with classes again, I feel in
some weys a very great stranger, for I have been away three yvears, and meny changes
have teken place in this time in China, Ivory Soap sells for $2,000 and a bicycle

" bought nine years ago for $120 now will bring $150,000. I still find it almost im-
possible to believe such things, but a wooden pen handle costs £ifty dollars - as I
found out the other day when I went to buy one,

With all good wishes to you,

Sincerely,

Florence Kirk
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Ginling College
Chengtu, Szechwesn, Chins
October 17, 1944

Mreé. W, Plumer Mills
Ginling College Office
1680 Fifth Avenue

Wew York City,

Dear Mrs. Millss

It geems sueh a long time since I wrove 4o you last, end 1t heappens thet dur-
ing thip interval I huve not heard from you, either. I am sure thab yhen you reburned
from your vecablon in August you must hewve plunged right awey inte busy work for the
fall senson, In August I menaged o gend you & short letter reporting a few cases in
whieh the Faculty Special Ald Punds had helped %o meet real needs, T hope that letter
has reaghed you promptly so that you mey have something to send Yo Miss Tomlinson,

Fhile I am on this point of Faculty Speelal Ald, I wish to express sgsin the
advangoges end disadventages of heving the Smith lubs give conbribubions 4o this Pund,
On the one hend, it onswers needs which are not teken care of by the medicel grant from
the UeCelle = Tor instence, dentel work, ceculists? bills, end medical Bills of members
of the family not teken cere of in the reguler way. This is beeause the Jjoint medical
grout takes eare of only children of the fasulty and not mothors or eisters. When we
are only o small group and know the individuals very well, we do lanow who is bearing bhe

full finsneial responsibility boward such relatives,. Furthermore, I wderetand fully how
the sppeal for specific needs receives much more prompt responge than for unspeeified
general eurrent budget. However, the disadventege, on the other hand, is thet on the
goneral budget for 1944-45 there i still a big shortage. $o we would like to be able
Yo use all the contributions for general purposes. lMay I suggest, them, that if poasible
they would not meake it slrietly definite that every dollar, over and shove the pledged
smount of £5,500, is Lo be given to this Faculty Spefial Ald Fund? I there is this
uwnderstending with Miss Tomlinson's committee, then we would feel fres o use part of
this gift for Paculty Ald, and pert toward the general budget, 1If necessary.

I must tell you something shout tho fell terme. The new term started on
schedule, with reglstration on Sepbember 8 and 9, and classes sborting on the 1lthe
The "Freshmen Week" program wes given before the rogplstration. One dirficult dondition
all the colleges have Lo face is the inereasing difficulty of trensportations It is
absolutely impossible to expeet every student o arrive on time, Actually, there were
even & fow old sbudents returning to College during last waok, though the Registrar's
office hed gent oub notices amsking them not to try to come any giore duping this term,
The total reglstretion is now 312, It is a 1little higher than we expooted, becnuse we
hed heped o limld the enrollmemt to 300. Bub praciieally sll the old mbudents returned,
slthough, in former yoars, there have slweys been some who did not come baeclk.

Florenee Kirk srrived in Uollepe on September 17th. I don't need to tell you
how happy we all were o se¢ her back. Actuslly, her return mesns s greet denl to the
Baplish majors in the five universities, for now that Dr, Pemm ig not beaching, Mra,
Kemmerd, from West Chine University, is on furlough, snd Miss Boymton, of Yenching, will
returmn o Americs in Jenuary, it mesns thet Migs Kirl, Miss Lemberton and Mr. Yehl of
Nenking, will be the only ones left to give the ndvenced courses for the Inglish Mejors,
Hise Walmgley cabled from Soubh Africs that she hoped Ho reach Indim in Osctober. We hawve
not yeb heard of her arrivel there, bubt we hope very much thet she mey not be delayed oo
long during this part of the journeye I hope also thet Miss Wu Heowd will be able to
make the journey in less time than ¥ise Kirk end Miss Welmsleys A8 you know, Dr. Choster
is due o have her furlough mext summer, and we certainly 4o wish %o have Mmowi on the
compur before Rulh has to leave. The P.B. work is being earried on as well as we cmn
expects Urs. Chen Enwtsi is the Acting Heed, bub she hes to leave her baby &t home while
she is on the campus, end 1t is, of course s different from the time when Ettie Chin ves
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living right in the dormitory and could be resched abt any time by the glrlas. If there
are good Chinese candidates for PeBe. werk, I wish you would continve to mele enguiry,
It soens to me that by next Fall we eertainly need at leest one additional member,
Hoet llkely we shallneed more, beesuse Peggy Lin is hoping wery much to go abroed for
furthey btreining, sad if the oppertunity te go shonld come next summer, she certainly
would wish to dake it. I shall write *ho yeu gbout this when I bteke up the whole ques-
tion of those facully mewbers who plan to go abroaud in the near fubure,

: Hiss Fung Helao-yln has resipgned from the Home Foonomlos depariment on aceount
of 111 heslth, snd her sisber-in-law, who was insbtruetor in the depsriment, also lefd
at ths seme time. We have invited snvther Veuohing greduste, Miss Swen Tsenf-min to be
the Aeting Beed, bud she, herself, did not btake wp “Home Eoonemics until she wai doing
graduste work i.m Oregon and in Iﬁﬁt‘ﬁmllm almer in Debrolt, aud she has cumsented o ami:
for only & Uerme Just before I returned from Chungking, I hgppened to hesr of Hiss Chen
Pei~lan, who wes the Hend of the Home Heonowmlcs departwent in Hwa-nen, sud who hag been

at the Govermment Nirmel College foy Women during the last bwo yesrs, She hos now conm
senbod to oome bo join the steff and I hope very Tmuch thet she will prove capable of
f£illing the vecaney as Head of the Depariment. Fortunately ‘i.hé, fleolds of specializetion
are different with these two mperimem women, 89 1t may woerk oubt te be the best comm
bineatlion for our deparitmént.

I must report to you on the situstion of students poing sbrosd. Waen I wrote

o you last, the Ministry of Edueation had stopped students from going o Americn,
Reeently, bthrough the arraagement of Lease~Lend funds, for the purpose of postewar
reconstrustlon, there are government mahmlarshlps for 1300 P*Luﬁmh 0 be brained in
different technicel lines. Bscauss of this arrangement, the Minietry felt it is omly
felir to give those privabe students whe pessed the UVovernment emmainations last Decerber
permission o go now, Ihis officiel order was glven when I wms in Chungking. As you
remenber, there are four of owr graduabes who passed the December btests, Chen I-djen
is one of them, and, since the Ameriesn aomsul wanted o have confirmation from Smith
Cellege, she eabled direchly to Smith for 1%, I do not know if this sable reply lms
come snd 1f Mies Bryson hes writben %o you about it, Chen 1-(:31:9%1 d1ld not consull :
before she sent the cebles Otherwise I would have sdvlsed her csamv mw you in order’ to
pvoid sny Imssiblﬁa misunderstending. The second person is Mises Hw ,E&nling;, a musle
mjore le made arraongesents with the help of Mirs Mel Chmw-uhmmg; o zo into sowme
ingbitutlon in FNew Y0rk, When she arvives there, she mey need gome help, because ghe
is rather shy, and has not been used to uging English much. The obhers are Djeg Shule
gl and Teung Glag-djunge They are sbill vmi:tzin;;; for the shebement of admisslion from the
University of Wichigan before they ean secure passporbs from ouy Government, If Dean
Qk}c@lbw«' writes Yo you about sending cebles or any other metber, will you pleage help?

Boelossd I am sending you the Collepe branseript of Dzo Yueline Bhe told me that she
hed sewt the formal epplicntion to you 4¢ be forwarded to Roston Usiversity., She,
herself, hepes sery much to go eabroad, but ot present I still do nob see the procedure
vhereby she ¢en secwre o passport, This is beceuse she did mot dry the exemivation last
Decenber, and she 1s nob sn experienced profesgor who might be pormitbed to po abroad
for sabatbliceal leave, I shall try to do what I cen to he},y her, and I shelllkeep you
infornede I should edd thet in owr plan of redueing the staff lagt spring, she asked
for a yearts leoave of absence. Acvi,mlly, this wes because & year ngo in the e;pmm ghe
wes anwhg the few who were deelded upen to be dropped. She has Been helpful in meny
ways during her years on the faeulby, yet she hed net shown emough keen inberest academi-
cally, 80 ‘{,h@ losd of the Depertment did not wish to Jkeep her ¢n. DBecause of the jyears
she has served in Ginling, I feel I should help her, yet, at the seme time, I am guite
sure we are not likely o invite her back ilmmediately efter her vetwn, That mekes the
situation very delicate, because I should do more for those members of the Paculby whom
we definitely count upon returning % serve the Collego,
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& few words aboubt my trip to Chumglking. I wag there o Libtble over three
weelks, and Lt certeinly wes a very full programe IV seemed that the minube I srrived
in Chunpleing T got luto ell sorts of sebivitlos and meebings. The session of the
Peoples’ Political Council lasbéd dwo full weeks, and then thore was e week of sonference
of the Child Welfare Conferenes. Since I em the ehairman of the (hild Welfare Tralne
ing Progrem in Chengbu, I thought. I should sftbend as much of this sonforence as I eonld,
and gomehow, because of the generml impression that I weas o good chalrmen, I wes dragged
inbo belng the presiding effleer st gome of tho general sessionse There was, in addition,
the twomdey meeting of the Bxeeutive Commithee of the Watlonnl Christisn Council end I
atiended algo seversl other commities meobings, such s the execubive commitbee of the
Retlonal Assceintion for Refugee Children, the coeprdinabting comsitbes of the U.C,.Re,
the Child Welfoxe Commltbee in Chwnpling, sod the fosrd of Dirgelbers of the Unlversity
of Shanghale. From newspaper reporbs you mush have heerd thed this scgsion of the PuB,.C.
wag more sciive then earlier ones, Actuelly, 1t wes beemuse of the merious condition
of the mllitery situation that all the people wove concerned and expressed thomselves
more frankly than the formal Chinese gourbesy would have mpproveds However, it was a
splendld meeting, and in splte of cvitieisma of the present gondition, Yhere wes shill
gupport of the present Government, wnd the earnest desire to help in luproving the
present sondition, The Govermmenh representetives nlso showed gplendid spirit in make
ing reports, end in answerliog ell sorts of questions Pired at them by the mewbers of
the PuPely I wug much oncoureged and felt tha’ the Agsembly wes gradually becoming
similar to & resl asseubly of peeples’ representativen,

A% Flest T bad thought of sbeying in Chungling e Litble lovger in opder %o
hawve time 40 eall ln person on the Winisbter of Hdueation and other offieisls mnd %o
have more leisurely visits with our own elummes, Howsver, beoeuse of the diffioulty
of bravel helween Chunglklng and Chenglu, I decided %o veburn with the chher memberg of
the FePele on the speclal plane, It was o wvery specinl arrengensnt by the Mirlster of
Communioations thelt the CelehsCy soub a specisl plane 40 teke ue o Chunglhing and o
bring ue beck, as normally there is ne plane gerviee at all betwsen the fwo e¢itios.
Hext April a mew PaP.Cy, witl. enlerged mevhership snd ineremsed powers, will convene.
Most liwely T may sbill be chosen ss & mewber, The Nu(,C. it plaming en enlorged meete
lng of the Exeeutive Commitbee sboub the sewe time, so my mext trlp to Cmgling will
be Lo Sprile

Sinee my retwn o College om September 26Hh I have heen kept quite busy with
Gollege work, mnd reporbing on the PoP.C. sessions to different groups, I hope that
from new on I can give mors time 4o fhinking end plenning for the College workes The
flrst thing Mlss Friest and I shall do is Ge revise the budget wery eerefully and hey
5o get o elearer ploture of how we sbend finercially, After I heve had time %o think
through College problems, I shall write do you ogpine

e rural nursery sehool is of a apeeinl experimemdal fype, so the Child
Wolfare Conference invited Miss lsiung Ye-ns t© attend. She pave o splendid repord in
the allobed dine of six mlnutes,, snd in fact, 1% was the best of some thirty veports
from the varicus orgenisations represented ab the conferénce. Yhe also prepared
splendid exhibite of the work dome &t the nursery school, The hest evidence is that
bwo big orge niszations were so favorebly impressed by her work that, independently,
bhen wanted %o "borrow" her from Gialing to start the same type of mursery school For
rural digtriets elsewhere. We would like very much bo be able to lend her Por bhis,
but net just now, because she ond Hiss Tell have made definite plons to complebte the
writing of tests Yo be wsed in nursery schools, snd to complete the socloleglenl survey
of Chung HO Cheng, Bnelosed I am sending you & eopy of the report of lawb yaar s work
theras

L was very glad o hear at ihe NeCol. meobing that Mr. Mills is coming 4o be
the soeretery on legal metbers., I hope very much that he will be able %o come to Chun g
klng in the near fubure, Gpesking of HeC.Cs, this afterncon there will be & meeting
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88wll Elithurst Avenue”
Elmhurst,~Long Island, New York
November 6, 1944

Dear Friends: ‘

I think you will all be interested to know first that my dear friend
Louise Hemmond, whom I helped bring home is actually bettér, The cancer seems to
have been burned out by the radium treatment in Chungking, AL present they are doing
skin grefting and she is hoping soon to be actually out of the hospital, In a letter
to one of her friends hore I heard she is hoping and planning to return to China,
Isn't this one miracle, especially as I remember so well the attitude of all the
doctors on the way, a hope that she might be able to live about six months after rew
turning to Americal

At last I have gotben well settled in living with my good Chengtu friends,
Dre and Mrse Liljestrand at the above address, I em now taking private lessons with
Mre Bernard Wegenaar of the Juilliard Graduate School. I am so pleased that he wants
me to study just what I wented to study, a continuation of my former studies, in
music composition, first, and orchestration and fugue, I am finding new light as I
worl with hime Also Dr., Wedge, Dean of the Institute of Musical Art has given me
permission to visit all the classes in music theory et any time, and also the chance
to atbend their student recitals,

I spent until after Labor Day visiting my Michigan and Ohio friends, and
you cen be sure I had one wonderful time, It was in Royal Oak that the doctor eme
ployer of my old friend Iva Rose, advised me to accept the two invitations I had ro-
ceived to go for e further holiday to the M R A (Moral ReArmsment) Training Center ~
et Mackinae Island, She gave me a partial physical check=lp, and a fifty-dollar bill,
vhich naturally ended sll of my hesitation about going, I was grateful too for the
Ginling College Board?s comsent that I should go, I had eighteen of the most wonderw
ful days of my life there, I will enclose a reprint of a Grand Rapids paper which
will tell you better than I can what it was all sboub. I hope you will read this
carcfully end then tell me your thoughts some time on how you feel we can best work
together in the fight to build a new worlde =~ =~ I want to add a fow points that
struck me unforgettably in the life there, for it was a practical experiment in
building a new world,

The basis of this experiment is learning first how to listen together for
God?s plan, beginmming with oneself, then Pinding His plan for changing our homes,
for creating teame=work in industry, business, government, entertainmént, -~ in fact, .
in every phase of our individual, national, and international living,

 The Sunday morning service was something new, It usuvally began with the
children, “They shared some of their experiences of that week and sang a song or ‘two,
The teen=aged group did the seme, Two things I perhaps will remember longest were
certain lines from the song the children (up to twelve) had made: = Title, "The
Bungle in the Jungle" telling how the trouble in the childrents jungle of all kinds
of animels (a skit they made), caused by a bad tarantula, was solved finally when the
Polar Bear ceme down from the North, - o
' "Making honesty, purity, love and unselfishness absolute every day,’
So rising in the morning early, taking time to be guided and gay,
Then your fur will whiten and your eye will brighten,
And the bungle in the jungle will vanish away."
This had a very gay tune, The music was written for them by one. of the music pro-
duction team, - - The second unforgettable was a certain small girl of about ten,
telling the outline of her quiet time, and also what she did for each point, The
cutlino wis (1) to thank, (2) to listem, (3) to change, (4) to pray for, (5) %o
Tlght for, "To fight for" meant for her thot she was thinking of someone whom she
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saw had some real need and that she felt God wanted her %o help that person in every

. Wway possible to her, In addition to these two groups some group from Canade, or ,
Australia would make it their nation's Sunday, but it never stopped with their natior,
Or 1t was management and labor in charge,’ Always there were stories of change in -
individual lives leading to similar miracles in the lives of others, and sometimes to
results of large importance in industry, business, agriculturc or national or intore
national relations,

Everyone, including the leaders, were finding daily change a necessity, but
the aim, to be so transparant that God can cleanse and forge us into a great revolue
tionary army, unify us with the love of a real family, and give us power to share in
His plan for creating a new world, made the pain of hurt pride in honest apology &
very negligible thing, :

Frances Roots helped me to khow myself better by her smiling, teasing, but
deadly earnest question, "Stella Marie, I wpnt to know what really mekes your heart
tlck, = not what you want should make it tick, but really what does make it tick,"

Of course, that put me on the spot when I thought about it seriously, In the past

I have had, ‘o me, a number of wonderful experiences’ of the guidance of God, coming
home with Louisc Hammond safely by planc all the way, and her survivel of that trip,
is of course one of these for which I am most deeply grateful, Iut I saw that still
much of my use of time is far from guided, - from any conscious asking for or wenting
God!s directions I have given God only part of my time, And as I thought more about
it I began to believe that what someone said was true for me, = that to use my time

as if it were really mine, in these dark days of tragic need of God and His direction,
is nothing less than betrayal of our Lord, and that when I am not guided by Him I am
guided by the devil -~ of my own self-centeredness, And I saw how self-centered and
sentimental I casily become apart from Hime I saw something of how much unguided
thinking and emotions cost my Lord and my friends, = and so this is whore I am asking
daily thot God should change me, Frances holped me to see how such love of self and
persistence in getting my way, when given to Christ whénever +the temptation arises,
can be transformed by His Cross into a dynemo of power, A wonderful definition was
givens "Purity is a passion for God-control," And I saw how greatly God needs everyw
thing I've got' and overything everyone of us has, now, to end war in our owm in-
dividual lives, in our homes, in society, not %o mention, winning the peace and builde-
ing the kind of world we all want, I saw for instance how much more ny sbudy, writing
of music, teaching, and our department!s work in music in Ginling could do to ereate
and give to China the kind of songs that China needs right now, that will help to
give her new life and hope,

People were on all kinds of téams, often more than one, from housekeeping,
cooking the méals, cleaning, hostessing, %o photography, play, music and bookemaking
and producinge And everywhore, the growth ang development of all of the talents of
the people on the team, plus learning to work together in a real family spirit of
knowing each other and caring deeply, had marvelous results in doing things with a
standard of perfection and with deep joy in working together, Gifted people often dic
the first writing, but nothing goes out without the thought, and prayerful thought,
%oo, ‘and often great additions from the particular toem responsible for the piece of
work, For every oné realizes that our goal is too big for any one person'!s genius,
no matter how great, The lines from another song express this so well, and with thom
I will end my tale:




“Fof‘the»new world welre wanting, wetll certainly find
- In the heart of the ordtnary man, ’
When we leave all our greed and our grousing behind,

~ And listen to God for His plan,"

. I do want %o'send each of you my warmest greetings, and I am looking form
ward to seeing you all, I hope, in the months that are ahead.

As ever yourvfriend,

Stella Morie Graves
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88wll Elfthurst Avenue’
Elmhurst,—Long Island, New York
November 6, 1944

Dear Friends:

I think you will all be interested to know first that my dear friend
Louise Hemmond, whom I helped bring home is actually better. The cancer seems to
have been burned out by the radium treatment in Chungkings At present ‘they are doing
skin grafting snd she is hoping soon %o be actually oubt of the hospital, In a létter
to one of her friends here I heard she is hoping and plamming to return to China,
Isn't this one miracle, especially as I remember so well the atbtitude of sll the
doctors on the way, a hope that she might be able to live about six months after re-
turning to Americal

At last I have gotbten well settled in living with my good Chengbu friends,
Dre and Mrse Liljestrand at the above address, I am now taking private lessons with
Mre Bernard Wegensar of the Juilliard Graduete School. I am so pleased that he wants
me to study just what I wanted to study, a continuation of my former studies, in
music composition, first, and orchestration and fugue, I am finding new light as I
work with hime. Also Dr, Wedge, Dean of the Institute of Musical Art has given me
permission to visit all the classes in music theory at any time, and also the chance
to attend their student recitals, '

I spent until after Labor Day visiting my Michigan and Ohio friends, and
you can be sure I had one wonderful time, It was in Royal Oak that the doctor eme
ployer of my old friend Ive Rose, advised me %o accept the two invitations I had re~
ceived to go for a further holiday to the M R A (Moral ReArmament) Treining Center
at Mackinac Island, She gave me a partial physical checkwup, and a fifty-dollar bill,
vhich naturally ended all of my hesitation about goinge I was grateful too for the

Ginling College Board?s consent that I should g0s I had eighteen of the most wonder-
ful days of my life there, I will enclose a reprint of a Grand Rapids paper which
will tell you better than I can what it was all sboub, I hope you will read this
-carefully end then tell me yowr thoughbs séme time on how you feel we 6an best work
together in the fight to build a new world, = - I want to add a few points that
struck me wforgettably in the 1ife there, for it was a practical experiment in
building s new world,

The basis of this experiment is learning first how to listen together for
Godts plan, beginning with oneself, then finding His plan for changing our homes, -
for creating team-work in industiy, business, government, entertainmmént, = in fact,
in every phase of our individual, national, and internationsl living,

* The Sunday morning service was something new, I% usvally began with the
children, ~They shared some of their experiences of that week and sang a song or ‘two,
The teen-aged group did the same, Two things I perhaps will remember longest were
cortain lines from the song the children (up to twelve) had mades = Title, "The
Bungle in the Jungle" telling how the trouble in the childrenits Jungle of all kinds
of animels (a skit they made), caused by a bad tarantula, wes solved finally when the
Polar Bear came down from the North, w ’

"Making honesty, purity, love and unselfishness absolute every day,’

So rising in the morning early, taking time %o be guided and Zay,
Then your fur will whiten and your eye will brighten,
: And the bungle in the jungle will vanish away."

This had & very gay tune. The music was written for them by one of the music pro-
duction teem. - ~ The second unforgettable was a cortain small girl of about ten,
telling the outline of her quiet time, and also what she did for each point, The
-outline wis (1) to thank, (2) to listen, (3) to change, (4) %o pray for, (5) to
fight fors "To fight for" meant for her that she was thinking of somoone whom she
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saw had some real need and that she felt God wanted her to help that person in every
way possible %o here In addition to these two' groups some group from Canade, or '
Australia would make it their nation!s Sunday, but it never stopped with their natior
Or it was menagement and labor in charge. Always there were stories of change in
individual lives leading to similar miracles in the lives of others, and sometimes to
results of large importance in industry, business, agriculture or national or intore
national relations,

Everyone, including the leaders, were finding daily change a necessity, but
the aim, to be so transparent that God can cleanse and forge us into a great revoluw
tlonary army, unify us with the love of a real fgnily, and give us power to share in
His plan for creating a new world, made the pein of hurt pride in honest apology a
very negligible thing,

Frances Roots helped me to khow myself better by her smiling, teasing, but
deadly earnest question, "Stella Marie, I want to know what really makes your heart
tick, = not what you want should meke it tick, but really what does make it tick,"

Of course, that put me on the spot when I thought about it seriously, In the past

I have had, to me, a number of wonderful experiences of the guidance of God, coming’
home with Louise Hammond safely by planc all the way, and her survival of that trip,
is of course one of these for which I am most deeply gratefule TFut I saw that still
much of my use of time is far from guided, = from any conscious asking for or wanting
God!s directions I have given God only part of my time., And as I thought more aboub
1t I began to believe that what someone said was true for me, = that to use my ‘time

as 1f it were really mine, in these dark days of tragic need of God and His direction,
1s nothing less than betrayal of our Lord, and that when I am not guided by Him I am
guided by the devil = of my own self-centeredness, And I sew how self=-centered and
sentimental I easily become apart from Him, I saw something of how much unguided
thinking and emotions cost my Lord and my friends, = and so this is whore I am asking
daily that God should cheange me. Frances helped me to see how such love of self and
rersistence in getting my way, when given to Christ whénever the temptation arises,
can be transformed by His Cross into a dynamo of power, A .wonderful definition wes
given: "Purity is a passion for God-control," And I aaw how greatly God needs every-
thing I¥ve got and everything everyone of us has, now, %0 end war in our owm in-
dividuel lives, in our homes, in society, not to mention, winning the peace and builde
ing the kind of world we all wante I saw for instance how much more my study, writing
of musie, teaching, and our department?s work in music in Ginling could do to ereate
and give to China the kind of songs that China needs right now, that will help %o
give her new life and hope,

People were on all kinds of téams, often more than one, from housekeeping,
cooking the meals, cleaning, hostessing, to photography, play, music and book-making
and producing, And everywhore, the growth and development of all of the talents of
the people on the team, plus learning to work together in a real family spirit of
knowing each other and caring deeply, had marvelous results in doing things with =
standard of perfection and with deep joy in working together, Gifted people often dic
the first writing, but nothing goes out without the thought, and prayerful thought,
too, and often great additions from the particular tesm responsible for the piece of
work, For every oné realizes that our goal is too big for any one personts genius,
no matter how great, The lines from another song express this so well, and with them
I will end my tale:
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Mrve We Flumor Wils
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150 Fifth Avenue

How York Cily

Dosy Mras Millse

Tour letters of October Brd snd 9%h bove ey reselwwd, and T em very glad
Yo hewy nll the newse How to give you some nows of Chongbu.

Paoulbye Dre Liu En«lon is bedk in Ginling efber sn ebsenmes of Pour gnd ong=half
monGhE, o6 she did not leave Chemgtu wnbll the letew part of April, She hes been keph
busy glving tells on her ocbservations in the Harthwosbe

Hlas Welmsley hos nob arvived, snd the lash word I had fron hey wag gent Lrom
Lurbgn on Oobobsr 1dthe There s nothlng we can do bub Yo weit and 4o hope thet she
will be wble 40 remch Chenglu before the apriug derm sturts the ladber parh of Pebroery .

Florencs Eirk resched Uhenghu the niddle of Septembure I hope ghe hes ro-
porbed o you prompllys I wes In Chungling then , an you lonow,

1
hy

In vogerd to Wu iBoed, T hope she has no diffieulty in semcding a DOBSHEe,
sinoe, aftor all, she is o Chinewe reburning tv her own cowbry, I heww heerd thet 1%
do very AArflewdd for Anericamp $o securs pessports for osoming hewe, #o I hope Wu Maowd
will not be breabed with the seme preceubions

Graduates somlhe 4o Azerien,

(Heh Lwdijen mod dung Daeling Tlew 4o Indis early in ¥Yowerber, I reveived o
eopy of Mige Bryson's lebber to Cheng Iedjen, I heve vight sway sent 1% So Dry ¥ Fe
then, and agked him o forwerd 1t B0 her in Indine Mot likely she lne to walt some
blme there, #o [ told her thed she mush keep you infowmed by eeble, whether she salle
soom, or ls to welt there some tims. It lo only falr ho Smilh 40 let then know if
Chen Twdjen should not be able to rosch Smith in Jenusry. Humg Deeling is o mesio
major ond iz one of the four Glaling preduntes who possed the Uoveormend owsminabions
for privete shudents last Decenbor, Through the help of Wiss Ml Glugeshiong, she was
admitted o Jullliard (40 I remexber correetlyls I wrote to her to vome 4o see you nfter
her arrivel in New Yorks, She s in & very bad condition, and im a rother depressed
npode  Hhe mot with en ecoldent lasb My and had her right hedid injured, snd vo ie nob
sble to use the fingers mormally. She is practivelly the best plens graduste weo over
gant oub, end wan hoplot o geb real good training in fmorice. Afber Yhe seoident she
hed some goml dostors in Chungking, sud she was dold that 14 conld nobt be cureds Then,
guddenly, theGovermment chavged ihts policy end permithed these studente bo go abronds
e oan englly sympathlze with her in her prouent condlition, thet is, poing fo Ameriea
88 & musle student, yet with her hand permenently orippleds Will you kindly help her
0 see & runl good speelelist? I wonder 1f it mey not be besbt o send her Yo bhe '
Madion) Cenber through the Fresbyterisn Board? Her Lather, you ey remepbor, was on
the Nunlcdng Widdle School faculty fer nany yesrs, snd later on, went 4o worlk under Dre
He Ho Runge Fortunately, Mles Creves ip 1ikely to be in Few York, so she my be eble
o glve Huny Deeling come hileps

The other two gradustes are Dleng Shulwgd end Tang Gingwtlmng, Biang Shndwgi
wies Gerribly soxlong o complete her preperations for going abrosd whon she saw Chen
Iwdjon completing hors, The Yranseripts for both girls hed been sent to Yebl gan but
there wae nob time enough for the eeble reply to some, so I thoupht of he tmewgaving
peheme of roubling you do gob hwr drenseriph and send 1t to Mighipran for their cone
sidevatlons Yesterdsy I recelved the cable sent by Mre Bvane, saying 4hat 3 eldgan
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has sooepbed both glelse I wish Yo thenk you very maoh for having shtended do this
mebber in o youndaboub ways In e wmy, T con understund why the girls vere gn axxlous
beonuse with the present wer conditions, they ere afreid thet they might neb be able
lenve tho counbry L7 thoy walted too lomge In general, I do not spprove of go meny

of the phudents leaving Chine ab present. However, with the boteh who pasoed the exe
oplontions alwost o year ago, and bnd beon kept walting for so long, ¥ rethoer fenl thet
thoy dhould be permibbed to gos I have written 4o Diaog Shuiegd Hhed she must sebtle
with Mo Fvans, the Ginling Bumrd Tronsurer, for the smount of mampy he g sdvonced
in sending the ceble o Chungling and Yo Chengive 1 think we should pal the girle o
eleny such sovowrbs and Tor the many Wesbern Unfon delegrems you musd heve sent back mid
Porth Por thems : '

I o gery glad 4o know that 16 1o poasible to send parcel post from Americn
I do hope that/shall produelly reveive such preeious supplios ne serbom, paper snd
sboneily fyom your aé‘fgﬂw. I woppdes thoy mey bave been sent 4o Miss Pelest, se I shall
‘agk her to divide the supply somebow to meet the wpent needs in the wiversities. We
hed heord someiblng of this arvengesent, so we are sshing professors 4o swbmid Lisks of
books Yhoy wenb wewry badlys A% leswd 1% will be poud for you Yo have sueh lisbe aveile
able so gou ney serenge for the sending as soon ne thoere are the feoilitios.

Thewds yout for gending me o wopy of the letber from Desn Phillipe ond Dre Lue
One of our chemletry gredustes hes applisd for o scholership through her uncle, Dire
Chou Pingewen, who 18 in Americns 1 do not know emough ebout the Feshingbton State
Collepo 4o say whether 1t is the plece which will glve Nalung Taeno the speeisl Yraine
ing she slould heves She is keenly luberested in scofnl work Por yurel women snd Bho
has polned much emporlence feom prectiosl works This e o very big field for fubure
development, so 1f she ehould have the chanoe of coming o Averics, I certainly would
Like w0 ope hor reoelve further treining to help her render furthey service in this
Tield upon her reburn to Ching.

Lom gled t heer of bthe possibility of getting the Zebs Teu Alphs soholore
shlp for next yoor and there are plrlp now in College who need and are woprkhy of such
generous peholershipss I wish to thenk you for the lebber from ira, Winter, mnd I
talked this ovver with Dre Djeng Hslmogelen, and will wribe to Mes. Winter threough FOUe
in pegard B0 cases which the Paoulty Ald Fund has helped, I sent you a letter early in
Supbenbere I hope thet renched you wvery soon afber you wrote 0 me.

fle are celebrating the Founders' Dey this weekend, bub I am afreid the students
beve their minde on other thinge, There hes been e oall from the povernment for educabod
wen end women o joln the forees, and the students have boen weiting for definite plsns
% be ammowceds However, with the bip news from the Mwenpel frong, they hevs beeome
quite worked wp snd cen bardly weld for Purther orders from the Government, and have
aghed the wiversity authorities to wedily the currioulum. The wresidents had n Joint
meebing et Pridey end are sctually meebing this minute, You will wonder, then, wy
I om Qlotuting this letbor insteed of abttending the meolinge It 1s beopuse I heve had
o glight coge of nephritis, and the doctor sbill wente me o siey In beds So T cen
dictebe while Dr. Mang poes b0 dhe mebing in my ploee, T4 is rother 4ifficulb 4o be
free from dubles ep the dootor wenbed me 4o be, beosuse there poems o be slways urgent
business coming wupe Foor Dre Diang end other fooulty membors have to be trotting wp
my room fop consultations. In Dact, the fell meeling of the Bxsoubive Commibbew of
the Board of Bivectors was held In my room on Tuesdey. The one fmportent iter of nows
Lrom thet meoting ig that Mics Priesh wanaged 4o prepare and present s vevised budget,
belenoedd This was done by (1) uslng the overage reto of exchonge of 160:1 (1% 48 now
80011, nosording ¥ word from the Chunpking cmamitbes), end () reclmming thet the fulle
bime lncrement subsidy is 4o etop when the llving indem comes up %o 000 bimes thet of
1938, (By "stop”, I mesn stoppivg et that Llgure vhen the living index 1s 900 Yimes,
and nol Inevesging along as the index goos wp further than 900 times.) Inping the
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rovth, of Mdmm the Lndex hog g@mmgg fron 612 4o T80, the biggest jusp wm have hed
iv o Yong Yimes T _ | S ,
.1 hope to write you o long Jetter very sodhs T wich to spologize for this
ong, begauee aotuelly, my mind is neb bore, bub vether in the chewber vhove the progie
dents mmm%&mgw . : . o ) R
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624¢4”1444LL _ Ginling College, Chengtu
7 Usngr. November 25, 1944

Dear Mrs, Mills:

Well, Founders' Day celebrations are over for another year, In the dor-
mitory, a note of festivity wes added to the daily menu by the killing of a pig
that had been fattening, Two men came to do the killing, and asked the sum of $500
for their work! I understand it took them a whole morning, but even so, it seems &
lot to pay for the mere work in connection with slaughtering. The decoration commite
tee made the Dormitory gay with class bamers, the beautiful Ginling purple banner,
and cutoubs representing the various graduating classes by stars, Luckily in our
"temporary" style dormitory, there are no restrictions on putting thumbtacks (we are
fortunate if we have such things now, even nails are expensive, and tacks) into walls,
or pasting on the brick, white-washed walls, That makes the decorators! task easier,
The activities of the Ginling. girls are indicated by the number of bulletin boards
around the dormitory: ocurrent events, the map showing the fighting fronts, the
papers of the Sociology Club and the English Club, Just recently a framed picture
of Dr. Reeves has been put on the wall of the main social room by Miss Phoebe Ho, so
she looks down on us at chapel in the mornings, and when we have gatherings in that
much-used room,

It used to be thet we had toasts during the"banquet" (it can no longer be
called this) end that was the chief week-day program for Founders! Dey, In recent
years it has been a difficult thing to get space for the students, faculty and guests
(alumsae and Board members) to sit and eat, even when we use the main dining-room
with the wing newly added since I left, the social room and the tiny soeial room,
Therefore, we have gotten into the habit of having the assembled erowd go to the
theater room of the Educational Building of the West China University, and having
some sort of program there. I was coavenor of the program this year, so I know some
of the difficulties that are inocvitable nowadays in these wartime conditions.

The program was, as usual, a dramatic presentation of the Ginling Spirit,
The title of the performence was "A Little Light = A Bright Flame, an allegory of
the Ginling Spirit from 1915 %o 1944." The chief characters were: The Ginling
Spirit (dressed in a purple dress, with white silk jacket); the Narrator who bound
together the differemnt items, and commented on them; a Ginling Chorus of eight girls
who sang appropriate songs at intervals. The five acts were as follows: .

Act It "“The Kindling of the Ginling Spirit". The Sophomores did this section,
and the details were taken from a report by Mrs. Thurston in her account of the first
year at Ginling, She wrote that there were four "red letter days" that first diffi-
oult year which showed that the Ginling Spirit was alive and a potent force: the
first chapel; the first Founders' Day celebration in November; the day in May when
Ginling anmnounced its existence to the academic world of Nanking, and the final day
of school, when there were no graduation exercises, but only a meal together on Satur~
day evening and the Service on Sunday morning., The Ginling Spirit introduced this
section, and then we showed the Chapel Service, with Eva (Spiéer)as Mrs, Thurston,
with nine students dressed in old-fashioned skirts and jackets, and five of us
dresséd in old costumes as the first faculty members, The costumes of Eva (a lacy
dress, very old-fashioned), of Miss Causer (Mrs., Small's wedding dress, 28 years old),
Ruth (Chester) and Mrs, Whittington were very interesting, but Catherine (Sutherland)
and I were more modern, and therefore not so good, When the students =~ such a hand-
ful - and we appeared, we caused a roar of laughter, and I thought, "How shall we
over establish the atmosphere of that first chapel?" Eva can do wonders, and her
brief talk was wonderful - not, she says, as Mrs., Thurston would have done it, but
certainly the spirit and ideas of the address were suitable, It was a very effective
first scene, ‘




By

Already we had come to some of the difficulties, We routed out the foote
lights, and gt bulbs, but there was no comnection} Days later we heard that one
previous occasion they were borrowed and the long cord came back one tenth of its
original =~ part of the price of ¢ooperation these days] For = wonder, ‘the "lights
were on" but what lights! A feeble glow indicated where the bulbs were, but the
stage was anybthing but adequately lit, After the first scene, various of our faculty
friends from the audience came to protest, "But we can't see their facesi" What to
do? Already on the stage was a bright gas light borrowed from Mrs Stockwell. It was
suggested that we move the light to the front of the stage., This improved the light-
ing somewhat, and at nine ofclock, the electric lights became a little better. In
the classroom where the students dressed, cendles gave a much botter illumination
than the electric lightsl . In the halls back of the stage, everyone tripped salong
in the dark, stumbled down the stairs where there was no light « umbtil we put a candlc
on a dosk on the landing! And the curtaini You can imagine how well it worked, A
servant pulled it by sheer might, and this meant there was no possibility of Ma quick
curtaini” About halfway through the Narrator asked for a drink of boiled water, I
felt I would need to be & conjuror to call up out of the Education Building the drink,
Well, I asked a janitor. He &t the moment was carrying along two bhermos flasks,
and he said, "Could you ask Mr. Foo if he could give you hot water?" Mr, Foo, a West
China University teacher was busy in his office on the same floer, end when I told
him my need, his reply was, "Of course. I shall be glad +o help in such a small way."
I brought back the cup of hot water, and later on that evening the janitor brought
another cup,

After the first aot, the Chorus sang "The Old Ginling" to thé delightful
tune composed by Catherine Sutherland, and under the leadership of Mrs, Yeh,

Act II: (by the Seniors), First, a pantomime of the growth of the Spirit, in
which representatives from the first ten years of graduates added their lights to the
tiny one carried by the Spirit. (Chorus: "GeI=NeL-I-N-G")

Second, two scenes where the Ginling Bpirit might be shown in action:

a) The fire in the Old Ginling where Mrs. Thurston shouted to the girls, "Girls!
Girls! Form a linel" And they formed a line from the well %o the fire and
passed along buckets of water and extinguished the fireees Cooperation in
a practical crisis,

b) Sunday Morning Visiting, where Miss Vautrin and two girls went to visit a
farmer's home near the new Ginling.

Chorus: "The New Ginling" (words by me and tune by Catherine Sutherland)

In Ttung Kwa Sz the Spirit grew 3) "Cooperation, service, love,
Grew till its Iight shone clear; Good=-will extending wide
Alumnee and students were conscious of it, To all its neighbors and beyond
lMore conscious, year by year, To China, on every side,

In the new Ginling From the new Ginling

In Nanking, In Nanking."

"Oh, what am I? OH, what am I?" 4) Pirst verse repeated.
The Ginling Spirit eried,
"I know I live in meny lives,
Thet cannot be denied
In the new Ginling
In Nanking.

Act TII: A Dream of the Ginling Spirit (by the Jumiors)., The Ginling Spirit
( had {fs difficulties, when crises threatened the very life of the institution, It
‘ was after 1937 and the beginning of the war when the Spirit had a bad dream and
thought she was being tried by a judge and jury (Mr. Common Sense, Miss Graduate,




and Mr, Man-inethe-Street), The point at issue was whether or not the Spirit had
died: Miss Grievence and Miss Hopelessness (from inside the College) and two from
outside, Mrs, Old-Fashioned, and Mr, 01d Scholar, argued that the Spirit was unw
doubtedly dead, but there were others who were as sure that the Spirit was alive in
spite of great difficulties -~ Miss Ingenuity, Miss Loyalty, Mre Courage and Miss Hope .
The Spirit woke up Jjust when it seemed the Jury were to retire to decide the verdict!
It was a good act, snd the costumes and details, such as thé queer horn of the Clerk
of the Court and the way the witnesses were ennounced, provoked a good deal of
laughter,

éﬁENIY:' This was a presentation in dancing of the difficulties and hopeful
Peatures of life in Chengtu, introduced by the Chorus singing to the tune of "We are
from Ginling", the following:

We have been six long years in Chengtu;

Six years of gray skies, and sunshine too;

And since we all are together, we can't be blue,
For all of us like Chemgtu.

This part was perheps the cleverest and most effective part of the whole
programe Loh Hwei-ling ook my suggestion of the "difficulties and adventapges" here,
and worked up a brilliant dance: girls representing the different cooperating uni-
versities in the dance being welcomed by West Chinag and then the very great diffi-
culties: housing, where Miss House was tugged here and there by interested occupants;
Poor Lighting, in which a girl representing the scarcity of bools tried to read by
the light of a very poor lantern; Malnutrition aided by the girl representing Ginling;
and a very clever dance by the girl representing the Amah situation, herself an amah,
and "ornery" to the nth degree, arousing storms of applause., Then this section of
the dance was followed by & dance showing the cooperation of the different universitie:
The whole thing was most effective, colorful, rhythmical, and the ideas carried out
were just what was wanted,

Act Vi This was meant to represent the Alumnae (done by the Froshmen),” The
Pirst part showed the differemt types of work that Ginling slumhae have done, girls
dressed in certain costumes representing the medical profession, educationalists,
homemakers (with e child), govermment work, etc.

Chorus: (%o the tune "Tillimay")

Alumnse, alumnse, alumnael

They are from Ginling, joyous and free,
Ginling alumnae wetd like to be -
Alumnae, alumnse, alumnae!

Alvmnee, alumnae, alumnae}

Doctors, and nurses, and teachers, sec;
Ginling alumae we'd like *to be,
Alumnae, alumnae, from our G. C.

The second part showed statisties sbout the alumnae, twelve girls in aca=-
demic gowns being the robots who represented the actual figures, Each girl stood for
Pifty graduates, When the Narrator asked them to tell us the number of graduates,
all twelve stood forth; number of méarried, 5%; those who had nec notion of getting
married, 31; those who liked movies, 12}; number of doctors, teachers, social workers,
ote.; those afraid of rets, 121 A%t the moment when the number of college presidents
was called for, Dr. Wu was supposed to be called up and to meke her speech, She
couldn!t come, so Dr, Djang Hsiang-lan gave her regrets, and we finished with the
. Founders? Song, and the various class songse. Drs Djang read the telegrams of greet-
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ing also, (Dr. Wu had been ill for three weeks and was thus prevented from attend-
ing the Founders!' Day celebration),

We felt it was something of a miracle that we had a performance at all,
There were mid-term tests which went on and on, When the Ginling ones were over
there were still tests in courses taught in other universities, for our term arrange-
ments did not coincide, The campus was in a furor of excitement over the plans for
volunteering for the army and other services, The girls had to play in a volley~ball
competition even on Saturday afternoon and could not come till five for a rehesrsal
of one part? The auditorium needed certain atbtention: taking out of all the sents
on the tiers so that the crowd could be accommodated by sitting directly on the floor
of the tiers, washing off of the floor, seeing to lights and setting the stage. How-
ever, there were classes (West China) till five on Saturday sfternoon - the earliost
moment we could do anybthingl Supper was at sixz, I did not get to supper at all -
which was no tragedy, of course,

I had two hectic weeks trying to keep things going under such difficulties.

One member of the faculty,who is getting ready for government exams, asked to be re-
leased from my committee; another was in the hospital a week - so nothing goes as

one expectss I was very pleased with the spirit of cooperation emong students end
faculty, There is & Ginling Spirit at work in Chengtu still, in spite of war-time
fatigues Ruth said, "Well, I suppose I can dress in some dowdy dress as I did last
year," in a resigned tone of voice, but she and the others were good sports all the
way through. I think it is almost heroiec that we still think we ocan do what we
used o do when now the conditions are so complicated,

The Sunday service was most impressive, and mentioned appreciatively by
various people not connected with Ginling, As usual it was the nine olclock morning
service - now held in the West China gymnasium, since the Hart College chapel, used
when I left in 1941, is no longer large enough to accommodate the crowd.

Dre Wu, on protest, was granted permission to get out of bed Ffor this
occasion, The speaker was Dr, Hsl, Mrs. New's lawyer brother, and he gave & most
insplring message, and told the community a good deal about Ginling that it had never
known before. It was a delightful tribute to Ginling during its brief career, The
tGlee Club sang beautifully, and the seniors in their academic gowns gave an air of
dignity. Those on the platform were Dr., Hsl, Dr, Wu, Phoebe Ho, Ruth Chester, and
the regular pastor of that morning service, Pastor Gwoh., The only decoration was the
Ginling purple and white bammer hung on the white-washed brick wall, and bamboos
flanking it on either side, and chrysanthemums at the front of the platform.

I really should keep a diary these days for things happen so suddenly that
what is true one day is out-of-date the next,

The Generalissimo issued a call for Volunteers, and ever since the students
have been searching their hearts and consciences to determine where their duty lay,
One of the difficult aspects is that definite authentic informetion seems to come
through slowly - or so it appears to & group of young people ready to act at once,

I understand the "call" asked for 100,000 men and 2,000 girls, Whole classes of
medical, dental, and pharmecy students volunteered at once, and placerds anppeared
on the wall, saying: "China noeds you., Will you go? We are going." - Signed by e
cortain class in a certain institution,

The lackofa well-orgenized plan has brought a good deal of anxiety and
worry to students, However, let me give you some idea of what is going on by telling
you some factsabout Ginling in this crisis, So far about forty girls have volunteered
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for actual service., The other day word came through that none of the girls would
be called before the first of PFebruary. Already a first-aid course is in progress,
taken by about a thousand boys and girls: a course from three to five each after-
noon for two weeks, Those attending are freed from classes coming in those periods
with as little penalty in the matter of catehing up on missed work as possible.
Harly this next week begins a Nurses! Aid course on a much more pretentious scale

as far as the work involved is concerned: nine hours of work each week for eight
weekss <three hours of this each week is devoted to lectures, and six to practical
work, The class will consist of at most 160; at first 150 Ginling girls were ine
terested, but their enthusiasm was a little dampened when they realized it meant

so much time, and probably involved the dropping of courses they are now taking. I
expeet that by this time, Ruth knows what proportion of that number are Ginling girls
and what proportion are from other institutions,

Oné type of work mentioned that both boys and girls could do was transla-
tion and interpretation, and the Deans asked the English departments to arrange
some work along this line, We are in the process of doing this, but a great dif=-
ficulty is finding persommel for this, faculty members who are fitted to do this
and who have time to imdertake extra work., Our two Miss Pans, of the English de=
partment, are going to help., We may revise other English courses, attempting to
give training in a practical kind of English that would prepare students with good
English and Chinese for these types of worke. 8o you see how interesting life is
here these days!

Just this morning two of our faculty members left = Liu En~lan end Hu
Ya-lan (she taught five hours Chinese, and gave the bulk of her time assisting
Dry Djang Hsiang~lan as dean of discipline, and was very successful in this work).
They went to Chungking to give their time to the new work for the children refugees
from the newly occupied Japanese territory. Thousands of children are to come in
this direction, we hear. Three agencies are behind this movement - U.CeR.,, Child
Welfare Association, and ‘some govermment organization, Our two faculty will talk
it over in Chungking and see the set-up, Tomorrow the students are being appealed
to to help; ten girls are wanted, or girls and faculty, to go there soon, perhaps
this week, '

Another call that has come this weeékend is for ten or twelve girls, or an
equal number of boys, to go to an airfield for secretarial and office work, Some
of our girls are volunteering for this, The students are in a dither, They want
to help, but do not want to act foolishly. We try to give advice, but in many cases
scarcely know what to say, Already a good many men have left by plane for India,
to be trained there.

This morning we had our First Semester Retreat - in the Dye House where
six of us lived the year before I went home on furlough. It was a stirring morning's
discussion,

This weekend the Women's International Club had a program for raising
money for social work, especially for Children's Aid., The program was International
Dances, or rather National Dances from various countries, I did not go, but I heard
very favorable comments on how well the Ginling items went. So many people said :
they were surprised at such talent, Mrs. Millikan - she finds now she cannot teach
our English class = spoke most sppreciatively of the performence, It was carried
out, too, with very great difficulties, no electric light at all, for instance.
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We have air raids, especially on moonlight nights, This is a perfect
night = clear sky, bright moon, so we may have an alarm.

All good wishes,

Florence Kirk

Just a footnoté:

At Ginling has been distributed the vitemin sharé of the Wallace contribu-
tion, and the vitamins I brought, 2,000 capsules which were a gift to the faculty,
Already I see a difference in the energy of some of the faculty members; I think,
especially, of one teacher in our department, who, when I came, was lackadaisical
and lacking in energy, though she wanted to do a good piece of work, Now she looks
as I remember her, and enjoys, quibe obwiously, doing her work, and is willing to
consider special pieces of work which always seem to be cropping upy Not long ago
the American gift of an egg a day was once more sbtarted, the necessary funds to carry
this through the semester being taken from a gift fund which the college has.

Someone estimatéd the wealth represented by what I brought in: 2,000
vitamin :capsules at $200%sach (the price on the street a few weeks ago), and 500
sulphadiazine tablets at $100 eachl It is quite likely these' prices are very much
outdated, ' ‘ :

A missionary the other day bought a pair of shces on the street and paid

more then $10,000. Knitting wool of any kind of good quality is about that figure
per pound of twelve ountes,” A medical student paid for two textbooks - one was
Anatomy - $6,000 and $8,000 respectively. Eggs are now $24 each, having risen from
$18 in a month or so, A small tin of shoe polish (not the tiniest, but it would

be small at home) costs $400, What is cheap? I don't know, . I paid $300 the other
day for a cake to give some Juniors who were wvisiting me!

Florence Kirk

* Prices on this page are quoted in National Currency.
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Donr Meg, Millas

So memy things have heppewd, so I wish bo send you en eddiflonel letter in
this waile Mrs. Whitbingbon wos slok for o few days with o bad oold, end then she gave
o good deal of time Yo maneging the Amumwe) Emterieinment for War Rellef of the Inbere
neblionel Women's Cluly, boonvse she was the chiarmen of the progrem commitieos. So my
lotber of the 174 did not geb finished, and I 2helld send Yhe twoe bogebher in this
onvelope.

Pirvgt of all, lob me tell you sume good news, The Chinese orstorlonl vonbest
smong vhe Son walversities snd eolleges in the Chengbu reglon ook plags yesterday,
with two stulenbs representing esoh foetitublon. Mog Chon I wes one of the bwo Ginling
reprovonteilves, She d1d so well that vhe wea unanimously eleched by the jJudpes bo win
the Individual firet peise, aud her goore was so high thet the fleet prize for the besm
wes alvo swerded b0 Glnlings We are wery happy over 4, becsuse she lg an ellercund pgirle
Bhe in one of the two glrls whe receiws the Episcopal scholspships

Another owcltement wos the sudden onll by telegresm from Mr. Lennig fweob, neke
Ing for bemms of fmenliy and shudeniz fo go to Kwelchow ond help resouw refugee children
from the war Prontis Tw belegrem was recelved b four ovdlock Friduy sfberncon, ¥e
agmouneed 1h to the facully ab supper snd fo the stwdents Seturday mornings Yesberday
mpynivg Dre Liu Fnelon snd #lgs Mo Yeelon lefh for Chunpghinge Por slowemoving Chine,
and with the dlifleult situstion in seowring drensportation to Chunghing, this wes pretty
goodd It was most Dordunete that theore wes o bank trugk golng to Chunghing and Dwelysag,
and thed Dre Lo and Miss In got o 130% ou its  There hes beun o wary sobhusisstlic
responge o the oall Drom both the foculby and our ghudenbs. Ve have 1o ask thom o
wodt begowse this cells for the Dive universities, and the liste from the other instlituw
tlong wre to be handdd In to Mro. feoorpge Wu by Tuesdey albernoon. fShe is, ap you kuow,
the exeoutlwe secrebary of the Plww Unlwersitles' Child Welfsre Tradning Program Come
mitboss Meburslly, we wilsh %o bheve our braining program clogely related Lo the work
for the relfugee chlldrens Tn fach, this Comlbtes did hawe s meebing vestorday, and
voted to gob one beamm of ten ready whills finding oub more pariloulors as Yo the number
of pevple needed, and how long they will bo regulrad to work. Urom She longedistonce
belephone wanversetion yesberday, we found they will need around dwenty, and thet when
the students go, thelr services will be eounted, probebly, es one form of the woments
WOr=SOSr7ice COrpde

Tow may have heard bthet the Generslissime iz eslling for 100,000 men voluastesrs
from the eduenbed youlh, sod 2,000 womene The sbudents geve serlous considsretion do
this as soon o the call wes madee Howsver, becouse of the unfortunste mermgement of
the sbudent luberprebors last spring, the men students wers healdenbs Reemnitly, more
definite sapouwscemende have been plven oub and mere students heve wolunboered, bul they
will not be gelled for going to the cmmps for Yreining unbil sometime in Jenvery. In
regerd o women, 1% was, also, only o feow daye ago when the mmouwnosront wes mede thab
thelr work will be divided into the following categories; (1) Pirstesid and nursing,
(2) wor inforsetion, (3) Commmicetions, and (4) Seoreberisl, und thpd they will be
called up for training on Februsry firat. Forty of our girls have solubesred to go
inbo thig Women s Corpe. Bome of the parents have alresdy writben asking thelr
davpitbers not o go, ao we do not yeb lmow LI somo of these mey ned be Loph beek beenusge
of fomlly or health remsonge The thing that we In Ginling sre greteful for iz that
the plrle sre teking the Whing so seriously end sre expressing thelr desire o serve
the coumbry in the right directione sebually, the wory first expression of sbudent
aobivity took pluce on sezount of o loeal ineldent, Tt heppened in & Munlcipel ¥iddle
Bohool, when thors wes trouble bebween the polive end sbudenbs, snd sewverel of the
students were Injured. The sbudents in schovls snd wiversitics got etirred up snd
sent represextatlves Yo pebltlon the Governor to punish the offioelsls responsible for
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the indldent, wnd %o safeguard the porsonsl rights of lndividunlss These are corw
tainly legitimate roqueste, bub thers wes renl denger nixed up in 1% all, The fhot ig
that there were politicsl aqltetors who wanted to meke use of sbudent demongtrationg
and 40 bring diserediy to the Governmenbs Wo faguly weore, therefore, In n delicete
position beesuse we did not wish to discourage student sotivitien, snd yob wo had, sd
the same time, to gulde them v do the thimg thet 1 of resl gervice to tho aorbrye
How thet Ginling e only one of a group of ingtitutions, end pertloulerly, whion oue
sbudents have eo meny boyfriends in the wiversities, 14 16 maoh more Alffieult o
hendle our pirle them 1% was when we were in Bawdoing. The Presidents of the Universities
wore alao baking the problem very seriously, ond D Djeng Hsieng-lon yepresented me ab
the meatlogs end worked with them in facing this delicadbe sltvatlons I am veory gled

to say vhet our glrls saw the situstion esrlicy thsn the othey studentu 5 tanl decided nob
to Joln the student peredes. The sitostion in sll the Universitior hos now grootly
lmpreved, wnd thw proposed big psvade for yestorday did nob tealw plscee

fig fagulty hed %o work fest in order %o provide enough of the rlight kind of
actlvity Loy the students %o axpress thelr worm sontiments for e counbryes One olosy
of First Ald was arvanged by the PollelieCe Hurses® School, and we fran Ginliag, especially
asked for o longer tralning in Wurses! side Mles Tera Mioh, the Prinoipal, has been
vory eooporative and geverows in ervensing for hey sbaff to give thelr time o this.
About 100 of our girle hove reglobered in the Flrab Add elogs, and sboud B0 in the
furgea’ Alde i has glven Dre Chestor endloss additionsl work in srranging the
sohedule bo aocommodate these additionsl elasses without Inberfering too bedly with the
rogular works The prosidents and the aésdemlt desus have hod aunferances &8 %0 how bowl
Yo meet the urgent situatioms On oms hand, the students are oager to do something for
the wor, sad on the chier, the Mnlshry of Bduostion has notified the wniversities theb
they ehould modily thelr ourrieculs o meet the needs of woretings lowever, they do nod
pive sy insbriiebions as 4o whet sposial types of porgomnel will be needed, snd whet
type of braining progrom we should dovelops T howve writbon So Chungking o try end gotb
more light on this queation, so thet we may be nble to work oub e wore prachionl and
uselul program for the spring derme I fosl thet here in Ginling, whore we have only e
snell sbefl with everybody earrying s full losd, we hove a much more Aiffieuld problem
o solve then in the blgger wniversitles » where shifting and adiveiment are ousier,
since there sre bigger steffe, Por inatence, this morn np I Yellbed with Dre Chester as
o how best bo mrrange for the sourzes which [re Liu and Mes My have beoen benching, ,
1 o gtudent woluwteers, 1% 1s one individual withdrewing from oluss, bub vhen a teamchord
folunteers, the Collere im respbnsible for maabing it oblligations towerd the sbudents
inoume obthor ways FPebhaps T should add that Yigs Mu wag agelotont 4o Dre Djeng Helenge
lan in the Office of the Dean of Meelpline, ond phe tought flve houre in addition %o
the adninlgbrabive worke This means thed Dr. Dieng has edditional respomsibility iu
Vhe dirmitories, and during the past three ond a helf wouks, while I lwwe been led up
she hes hed 0 abbend sll sorts of meeblngs a8 my proxye Now I hawe hope of getting
up avon, because the dootor s permitting me to go o the hogpliel for a thorough
exemingtion soone Aetuelly, I hevs not Pelt misersble at ell » 80 there have beon conm
ferenges, cowdtbos moebings, and il sorts of things teking place in my roome

Tha only thing I gob up for was the Pounders? Doy Service on Sunday morning,
Fovember 19the A% firet we expeched Uovernor Chang %o give the address, but Five diye
before then, Mudeme Cheng ceme %o ngk me thot the Governoy be rolensed. Ye had boon
too bugy, end the Pritish Asbessedor wes coming to Cheongto thet weskondd 4 the In st
mihube a bright ides came to my uwind, and we invited Mr. Heu Bre-bpno, Hrae New's lawyor
brother, to be the substitute, He, himselr, Bave honorery service 4o Ginling in regerd
o property deeds, and you may know of T, T, Zoe's great holp to the Collegy in 1987,
But you mmy nob bave heard thet the Founders' ey song in Chinese was swiblen by ¥re.
How'n fother, snd the Chinese transletion of the Golloge Mobto, "Abundent Life", wes
slso made by bime Yt was, therefore, nmost befitting bo have tis mexber of the foond Ly
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speak at the 20th Jmniversary of Pounders' Daye He gave o splondid sddvoss on the word
Poursge”s The Olee Club apein rondered o besutdful authen under Wrss Yoh's dlroetion,
By the way, she has served splendidly as the cholr leader for the University Commenity
Ghurehs This dholr hed been wider the loadership of Bbelle Craves lor stveral yvars.
W fntuedny evenlng wo kopt 4o our bredition of belding the Anumnl Pousders' Day supper,
However, bolh beonuse of the Limih of space, wid of money, we eould invite only the
alumeng thempelves, not thelr husbandy or ohildren, The only excépblon we mede was in
rogord to the hbsbends of Bosrd wembers. You mey be lwberested o hosr whers the mpat
for thet supper oeme frome It wos dup 4o the setron, Mes, Bewg's, long plenuing, foy
she roised a pig espoelelly for 1%, The progres afbor supper waw Qirewhed Yy 6 ool be
teo hoafed by Plorenge Tirk, whe, I believe, iz writdng you thout 4%, go I will nob
gteal ey of her thunder by desoribing 4%, even briofly, T lwve wlwys sounbed the
Pounders? Doy events ae the fmportund fell activity in ieitinting he new sbudents into
the Gollege mpleite. Agaln this yeor, in spibe of the meny distreebions on thelr rinds,
the studente Shordughly apprecisted sod enjoyed it :

I5 soems to me, 400, that 1t shows & very pood epivit thed owr girle sre so
willing te help with commumity affuirs, Gioling quite shone sé the Trbermtionsl Women's
Club show lnst Fridey sud Soturday, Seoversl musbors from Pogey Lints Dunos Postivel of
lazt spring wore repoatiod, ineluding the orlginel dence which whe hereelf lesrned from
the tribespoople in the Dorder sounbtry. Sl aboub twonby of cuy girly book part in the
finele, whleh Lllustrated the songe asd flage of different motlongd Stew of the 1itdle
ehildron in Pogry's olavs sleo geve dsnoos, :

Vovarber 89%hs

Hygs Whithington sent this ledbter mnd the one dlototed on Fov. IPh, to we
this albernoons After I reng over them T was lnolined not to meil, for hey were poorly
dictated aud poorly typed, Yool It hoppensd thet there wore heeys Interpuptions when
Hre. Whithingbon wag here, and ¥ emuod conceubrote very woll these dayss here seem
to be alwye problems suming wy evsry dey snd the news from Bwangel 1o cousing gorions
coneerne L s o enplons bo got over the prewent trouble, thet I am getbing to be
vory lmpetlente However, I kmow 1% e only wise %o listen to the doctor, in order to

. bo sbie later Yo worke The kidreys resbbed very sensibively aPter I was up (on Founders
Doy end the noxt duy to spesk 4o the sbudents ab the Moudey nesebly peried), but there
has boen very stesdy Improvement sines then, I mede severnl abbemphs o dlosabe s
Ohrigtmos Jotter, the lush one this mormings Bub I hed Yo send Mes, Whitbington nwey
vhen twe different faculty wembed Yo talk over somothing with me,

Tindly excuse this poor letvber and with greotings for the sesson,
Mrf‘aaﬁim&%ﬁlﬁ
Th=feng Wa
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Deay Mr. Ballou:

I wish to thank you very much for your letter of October 28 and your letter of
October 23 to the Presidents. Miss Dow is living in the American Board house on thig
cempus and is giving much valuable help in conducting choirs in Yenching, in Cheeloo,
and for the evening service on this campus. 5he is also teaching four hours of
Harmony to musie majors in Ginling. We are very grateful to her personslly, and to the
Ad-interim Committee of the Ameriocan Board for granting her part time to help Ginling.

Just as you say, the Presidents jolnt letters in June were all out of dete by the
time you were talking the metter over with Dr. Kung, The situation has changed further
sinoe you wrote on October 23rd., The exchange rate decided by the United Clearing
Boerd has gone up to 380:l., This abnormal change is due to the military situation in

ngsl. We do not know whether it will remein at such high figures or there may be
a gradual change downward. It seems that the whole question of exchange rate between
Chinese and foreign ourrency may be takem up by our Government, However, it iz such
8 blg question, involving tremendous consequences, thaet it ie likelytto take some time
for any change to be made. FPerhaps I ghould add that the U.C.R. appropriations are in
National Currency, and so the colleges mre not benefited by the favorable inorease in
the rate of exchange. We are, rather, faced with the difficult problem of rapid jumps
in the price of commodities. The Presidents are giving serious coneideration to this
question and hope to present some requesgs Yo the U.C.R. for aid from their surplus
fund built up by the gain in exchange.(l :

We are looking forward to the~¥vieit of Dr, Decker snd Dr. Cartwright. We are sure
that their coming will help not only the Christian movement in general, but also the
Christian educators in planning for powtwar China. The Nationel Christian Council is
planning to hold an enlarged exeeutive committee meeting in April, and we expeot also
to have a meeting of the Council of Higher Fduoetion. We are faced, of course, with
the changed war situstion in China, and if Lingnen and Fukien Christien universities
and Hwenan will still be able to oarry on in their isolated localities, their presidents
will not be able to come to Chungking. If Dr., Decker and Dr. Cartwright have not yet
left America, I wonder if they may meet with diffioculty in getting passports from the
State Department to leave at this time. I understand that Dr. Bates had not secured
his in October.

This cempus has certainly been active lately. Take Ginling, £or instance. Paculty
and students have responded to different calls for help. Forty girls have volunteered
to join the women's corps in the army, and will be ocalled up for training in February.
One hundred have just finished a two-weeks. course in First Aid, given by the P.U.M.C.
Nursing Sechool, and eighty are starting this week on a two-months course in Nurses' Aid,
It will meen nine hours work in additior to their regular work, so some girls have to
drop a course from their regular program, A few execiting days followed when we received
a telegram from Nr, Lennig Sweet calling for volunteers te do work with refugee children
in Kweichow. Six 35 from our faculty volunteered to go, and seventy students signed up
within a few hours after the notiee was posted. Dr. Liu En-lan, head of the geography
department, wes among the faculty who volunteered. Through a friend of hers she seoured

) (Added in longhend as postseript, December Ti--3

At the weekly meeting of the Presidents yesterdsy, Miss Priest reported that the
U.C.R. If noking additional grant to cover the increase in prices over and above the
10% increase each month estimated and included in the approved budgets. In view of
this and the grant of 22 million to the 12 Christian Universities as medical, children's
educationg subsidy, the Presidents decided not to meke other requests to Mr., Sweet,

(2) wgix" refers to all full-time members. Actually only Liu En-lan and Hu Ya-lan have
gone, The seventh who was also ready to go is Keo, C.C.,(= Mrs. George Wu), the Execu-
tive Secretary of the Child Welfare Training Program Com. and half-time Prof, of
Soeiology in Ginling., She has come to tell me that another long-distence telephone
message had come from Mrs. Vin, Wang, asking three faculty members from this Com. to go
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a "1ift" on a bank truck to Chungking, so she and enother faoculty member were able to
leave within 48 hours. This, for Chengtu, is almost unprecedented, because it usually
meang days of walting before one cen get e ticket on the meil truck, which is more
dependable than the regular tus service, The latter may take from two to ten days to
make the trip. However, before the teams were orgenized to go, & message came from
Chungking that, because of the very diffieult conditions of travel end very crowded
conditions of huge numbers of refugees near the war front, it wae considered unwise
to send more people to that region., After Dr. Liu resched Chungking she met with

Mr, Sweet, lMrs. Nora Chu, end Mrs. Willlem Weng, the general secrétary of the Women's
Advisory Counocil of the New Life Movement, ‘and the decision was for Dr. Liu and Miss
Hu to procesed to Kwelyeng and find oub the setual conditions. We are now waiting for
word from them before taking the next step.

Yestorday, two members of our P.B. staff, Dr. Chester snd several students went
with Mrs, Milliken to an air bese in the vicinity, Mrs., Millikan is going to live
there as the hostess, but she needs recrebition directore to help her in direoting the
activities of two recreation halls. It is very difficult for our P,E. department to
release staff members, because we have college students majoring in thet department
and we have a short course for training physiocal education directors. However, we
realige the important serviee whieh our staff is able to render, so Mrs. Chen Tn-tel,
the acting head of the department, hes given much time inm re-meking the program and in
releasing part time from two members of the department, Miss Peggy Lin end Miss Dju
En-djen. At the same time Yenching is relemsing Miss Djou Gi-hsing, also & Ginling
graduate, Yeeterday, sfter the girls had seen the plece and talked withSommending
officer, it was decided that they are to po out with Vrs, Milliken on Wednesday. The
students who went out with Dr. Chester are English majors. They went in answer to the
request for typlets and telephone operators. It seems that there is desperate need of
such workers to relieve the men from attending tc such jobs, Normally girls may not
be interested in such work at all, but now they are taking it as one form of wa,r-work,
and they are ready to stop before the end of the term to meet this need.

The Presidents, at one of their recent meetings, decided to ask the Ministry of
Educathon to consider shortening the college ocourse to three years, and the deans are
giving consideration to possible modifications in the curricule for the spring term.
While we have no way of knowing whet the new Minister of Tducation will say to such a
request, we should, ourselves, pive consideration to the possible changes which may
be made profitably. I am now sorry that I did not bring back with me more materisl
on the various types of acecelerated programs in America, I feel strongly that bsfore
the colleges in Chine meke any drastio changes, we should be benefited by the experiences
gained in Amerioca, during the past few years. Will you or Dr. Corbett have time to
send us same consensus of opinion on the modified programs for the war? I redlize this
is m very general question mnd eennot be answered briefly. Whet I have in mind is
simply this: if there is this possible change and any modificetion of the curriculum
in China, we as private institutions, ought to make contributions--suggestions to the
Ministry of FEducation, However, we are handicepped beceuse of lack of time and lack
of recent informmetion. We have been atbtending to the immediste problems of how to
keep going and recently we have additional problems in facing the serious war situation.
That is why I have thought of writing to you and asking for help fram your office,
Personally I em inclined to think that we should not expeot too drastic changes and
should be prepared to get es much improvement as we possibly ean from any minor
modifications that may be brought sbout.

With best wishes to you end Mrs. Ballou, and Greetings for the New Year.

Sincerely yours,
(Postscript—-fooﬁyoteg_oon.)
(2) cons=- to Chungking and help plan /8/i Yi-fang W
the work for the refugee children as they gradually move away from the front. Mrs. Wu
herself and two others, all with experience in children or welfare work will go

Chungking soon. ~ Isam in the West China U, Hospital for several daye for exaggnation
and tests{ Ihave hopes that my dootor will let me get up after five weeks in bed.




@inling College, Chengtu
December 14, 1944

Dear Cornelis,

Well, there are sudden flurries of snow today - & most unusual thing in my
experience in Chengtu, It made me remember watching the much more real thing which
I used to watch from my office in "500" -in Nanking, seeing the dowmeoming snow against
the red pillars of the business building next doors Now I am reminiscing - a sign of
advancing age! In this connection, it was rather funny the other day to heer a Junior
say, when a Senior told of the times when there was central heating in the West China
libraery, end a fire in the dormitory social rooms "Those were the good old daysi" I
laughéd, for to me the "good old days" go back to Nenking and the life there; it is
humorous that eny aspects of our life as refugees should seem - while we are still
refugees «~ to have such a glamour cest upon them,

Dre Wu is home from the hosgpital where she spent about a week under observa-
tion; she has net been given permission to be up and around - much to her disgust =
so I suppose she still is not fully recovered, This has been a strange week for me,
for I've gpent three days in bed with a heavy cold which started out with quite a
temperature; then I wen®t out inbto e cold, damp world to teach, and after two days, was
distinctly worse; since then, I've been staying inside till this weekend ig over,
hoping thereby to finish with the germe It is "Chengtu cbld", according to the doctor,
and cennot be treated with the unconcern we usually show!

(Cut out by the censor)

Chinese girls for going to an American camp, and for taking e regular salery. To

the girls it represented a very real sacrifice - giving up of their work before the
end of the semester, facing the crltlclam, etce An officer talked with them individually
when they went out on two different occasions, (Ruth accompanied them, to help lock
over the situetion, and give them official backing in the wenbure), gave them typing
tests, eltc., to see what thalr qualifications were, Finally, seven went from Ginling:
the Ginling office typist, o senior English mejor, and the rest Junior and sophomore
majors in Englishe There are also in the group two Yenching English majors. They
live in tents, heated by individual stoves. A note from one girl yesterday said it
was too early yet to give their impressions, There was some difficulty about a bath-
room, but another tent was belng put up for that. We are proud of the girls who went
out, and think they are serious-minded and want to do a good jobs One said last Sun-
day evening when we geve them a simple party: "Why, the reputation of Ginling rests
on us," The reason this has come up now, we understend, is that a new policy has
been instituted: "Get your office help from the country in whieh you are." I hear
that men clerks have been gradually been sent on furlough and have not been replaced.

The girls were, in some cases, volunteers for sctive service. They came to
the decision that this was a plece of service that had to be done now, snd finding that
they seemed capable of doing the work, they were willing to look upon this as active
service, Some of my advanced classes seem rather empty without them: Five of them are
my "turees" so I expect to he hearing a good deal about the experiment.




-2“

November 30: .I talked today with Peggy Lin about how her department has adjusted to
meet the present wartime emergency ~ of course, Mrs. Chen Chen En~tse is the Head of
the Department, but I talked with Peggy. It was about the first of November that the
Department decided it must do something to fit in with possible emergency situations,
Normally, there would have been a Field Meet to wind up the activities of the fine
weather, but instead this year there was no Meet, The prizes and awards were given at
a meeting of the weekly Assembly, It was a very simple affair, and the difficulties

of 1life on the campus were evident in the fact tha®t at such a ceremony the lights went
of f just as we were sterting, Candles were produced, end in a very dimly lit gymnasium,
the nemes were read off of suceessful teams and students who had done outstending work,

The changed program then began at half semester., The emphasis has been
placed on military merching and hiking, and every day from 3 to 5 a crowd of Ginling
girls, looking very trim in their slacks and sweaters march off at a pood pace to a
definite objJective: Youth Island, Kweng Hwe University (L0 li. away), or the Weng
Chien tombs, an‘equal distence away, This is the new Chine when college girls can
walk es these girls do. If they had %o refugee, they could walk at least, without
feeling it as hardship, The regulation for non-majors is two hours P.E. o week; now

the merghing has become so populer that they have voluntarily added an hour, doing
one hour of epparatus or indoor work and two hours' marching., Weekly lists are posted,
and esch girl sipgns under the day she wants to go walking. The pgirls like the new
regime, Even the girls on "restrictive" want to be allowed %o ge hiking, bub the
doctor's permission has to be gotten before that is allowed, The hikers ere divided
into militery groups, with captain and squad leaders in charge,

Ih gymnaestics cless something is going to be changed, This used 4o be ap=-
paratus work, but now obstacle races will be introduced, as if such a guestion were
asked, "If you had to climb that well, jump that ditch, could you do it?"

Such problems come into classes, especially major work, as "How would you
plen for recreational work in & soldiers! camp? How would you go sbout entertaining
wounded soldiers in a hospitel? How would you get refugee children to play? What
materials would you need? How would you lead such activities?" It is hoped that some
program can be worked out to help entertain men in the hospital,

Peggy speaks with shining eyes about her classes for dancing for young
children, about sixty children of faculty of the five universities, ages from five to
thirteen, The reeital she would have ordinetily have thought of giving at the end
of the semester she has given up altogether because of the expense involved, She has
divided the large group into three classes: the oldest doing creative dancing; the
middle group, character dancing; and the tiny tots, folk dancing. She hopes that
some recreatioh for the hospitalized men can be gotten from these classes,

These changes in program are not so importent in themselves as bthey are as
an indication of how minds are reamcting to a chitical political and military situation,
The students have been very much disturbed by the whole crisis and want to be given a
share, We feel it is wise to give them some outlet for their enthusiasms until suech
time as they are called up for service; and besides there will be quite a group who
will not go into getive service, at least until more adequete organizetion is prepared
to meke use of +them.

. . ] . - L] ¢ .« » L] * L] ° -
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Novewber 30: Today I talked with Dr. Wu, and she urged me to write you something
about the work of Hsiung Ya-na and Tsu Yu=-dji at Chung Hd Cheng, our Rural Center,

I still have not gobten out, for when I was ready to go, their work was not such:as
made visitors feasible, and another time they intended to be eway in Chungking helping
with the refugee children rescue worki finally, they were told not to go, for they were
not needed, However, I hope to get oubs I think we are going to get some writing
from them, toc, about their program there, '

At the Rural Service Station there was great excitement recently when the
first sound movies ceme out to the community. Mr. John Foster, of the OWI said thab
the usuel arrengement was for the OWI to send films and staff oub free-of-charge, but
the actual eart to take ocut the supplies should be chargeable to the Station, Our
group thought they had not funds te cover even this, for trensportation is a big af-
feir in these days of high prices, 8¢ they came to sn understending: if Ffive thousand
people came to see the picture, the OWI would bear all expensel )

~ On Monday, the two girls hurried back to the town, for they wanted to lay
their plans for a huge crowd on Friday evening, and Wednesday was the day to see the
people, the day they came to market., They went %o see the Loesl Head of the town
government, put up posters, btallted to the people at market, advertising the pleasure
on Friday night., On Fridey, from four in the afternoon, the three Ginling graduates
and their two assistents were on the scene, a public athletic Bround, Their concern
was o have a well-behaved crowd, for this was a btest case,

And ten thousend people camel Some walked twenty 11 to see the new thing.
Some could not understand the mirscle of plctures thet &an and went on a sereen, so
they came and touched the screen, as if there was some magic in the white cloth! The
films given were "Battle of China and "Landing in North Africa®, The crowd was very

well~-behaved, and all went off admirably. Dr, Wu was greatly impressed: three cole
lege girls and two assistents in a year and a half could so win the confidence of a
community thet a erowd, well-behaved and interested, would gather for such an evenh!

The ONI was impressed, too, and sbayed over, showing different pictures on
Saturday, Our staff there enlertained them. Town leaders ceme and said, "Such enter-
taining is too expensive for you oach time they come, Next btime let us be the hoshs,"
The ONI men were so sabtlsfied with thelr reception that they wanted %o visit the Nursery
School, and there they talked to the echildren.

1) y [ v o# v

(Cut out by the censor)
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Hu Shih-tseng's concert - it was brilliantly done - is part of the program
of the Msic Depertment to give occasional reeitals for the Community.. When she and
Catherine (Sutherland) were playing their two-piano number, the light that Catherine
read by went out more’ than onece - again one of the hazards of performences on the campus
at the present time. The audience was most apprecistive, and apparently Shih-tseng was

~




not fussed by it. You should have seen the array of flowers.....baskets by the dozen,
as well as less elaborate arrangenents., Someone seld a large basket would cerbainly
cost at least a thousand when bought on the street, Afterwsrds, Shih-tsang's friends
gave an informal reception to her friends et the Canadian School; it turned out to be
chiefly Ginling folks.

The Music Department has been doing its share at entertainment of the men
quartered here., On the Double Tenth, Mrs. Yeh took a group of her Glee Club out into
" the country to one of the "fields" to give a progrem; the roads and trensportation
were inadequate), and they spent thelr whole day going and coming, bub felt thet in
spite of the inconvenienece, they had given a good deal of pleasure,

On Hallowe'en, a group went to the hospital to sing. One of the first requests
wes for jezg&, but when the girls couldn't do that, the boys began to ask for old American -
folk-gong favorites, and Chinegse songs. They were there two hours or more, going the
rounds of the wards, and a Sunday sometime later they went agein, The Red Cross worker's
plea; is always, "We want enterbaimment,"

a 0 & ¥ & 6 e b & &6 o & 6 e o @

December l4: In recent weeks the finals of the oratorical contests -~ both English and
Chinese - have been run off, (The Chinese contest was held on November 26th, and the
English on December 10th). Much to our surprise, Ginling ceme first in both, that is,
in both contests a Ginling girl got the individual first prize, and in addition, the
two first institutional prizes went to the Ginling teems. We can hardly believe it yet.
Nine universities took part, each one sending two representatives. I was eager to go

to the finals in English, but this cold kept me in bed., However, I attended our Ginling
preliminary contest, and found it most interesting, Here are their subjects (time limit
, 8%-minutesga "What I Learned at the Front in 1938%, "The Voice of a Student™,
"Shevianism”, "The Victory of Living", "0 Women of China, Act", "Some Improvements in
Bducation", "The Development of Science in Recent Years", "The New Birth of Freedom",
The two best were "The Victory of -Living" and "0 Women of China, Act", and we chose
these to represent Ginling in the general contest, On the great day, "0 Women of China,
Act" won first prize, and while our other contestent did not place in the first five,
her score helped Ginling win the team first prize.

One of the most attractive from the point of view of material was "What I
Learned at the Front in 1938", Here are parts from her speech. She is the president
of the Sophomore Class, and she has quite a task to keep ninety girls pulling together.
Shets older than the average college girl, because she has been oubt doing practical
work, She's eager and cooperative, and slbtogether fine., Now she is one of the girls
out at the air-field, teking this call as a piece of real service, and not waibting
for the govermment to call her among the other volunteers,

"WHAT I LBARNED AT THE FRONT IN 1938"
by Cheng Mei-lien
I'm very glad to have a chance here to tell you some things from my heart.
I don't want you to thihk that my chief concern today is to win a prize for my class
or to win honors for myself, I want you to listen to what I'm going to say.
First, I must meke you sure thet Iftm not boasting of myselfs Itm here like

a soldier who has retreated from the Front, a soldier telling his old tales, I'm
rather embarrassed to be standing here today when meny of my friends have already gone
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to India to be trained, or are ready to go to the Front; I am embarrassed because up
to now I have not signed my neme to the list of Volumbteors. 8Since some of you are
going to leave our College for the Front, I should like %o tell something for your
reference.

In the summer of 1938, when I was only eighbeen, I graduated from o Baptist

Middle School, I decided to work for my country, but my parents tried their best %o
prevent me from going to the Fronte I had fierce discussioms with them. My father

- protested that I was too young to go into army serviee, and if I wenb, he might disown
mee I made up my mind that I had to do something for my country, Then I joined a
scout group under the Y.WeCeds, and did not listen to any of the pleadings of my parents,
I left Hongkong, left my mother weeping, I didn't ery, though my heart was aching,
From that time I worked in the army until I got malaria in 1939,

The ermy which I joined was Tighting against our enemy in Hunsn, I followed
where the army went, followed in rain, in times of hunger and poverty.

The first thing I learned in my work was independence. I had been brought
up in a happy famlly, end had my eduecation from kindergarten to middle school in
so-called aristoeratic schools. I had been taken care of by my parents, teachers and
servents, and I didn't know what independence meant., In ‘the army I net only had to
take care of myself, bub to teke care of thousands of men, I was nob sympathired with,
but it was I who sympathized. I worked in the hospitals for wounded soldiers. It is
impossible for you to imegine what the smell in the hospitel was like, It was exactly
like the smell of dead rats, I was not a nurse, but sometimes I did a nurse'!s work,
because the murses always needed help badly, When I was in middle school, I was not
allowed to go alone from Cembton to Hongkong by traine Now in the army, I dared go
anywhere alone, I had learned to be independent.,

Becond, at the Front I learned about life. When I was in school I took it
for grambed that life was easy and beauwbiful, I didn't know what suffering wes., In
the army I have spent winter nights without enough covering, I have been hungry for
dayse I sew men crying from the pain of their wounds, mothers weeping for their lost
children, old wemen ecrying for their burned homes. Then I realized that life wes not
s0 simple es I had teken it to be. I realized that I had been living in air castles.

Third, I learned how to love the helpless multitude of people, end became
anxious to help them live a heppier life, Before I left middle school, I was always
dreaming of my own bright future, I did not think of helping others. Neither did I
dream how loveble the great, inmocent, simple-minded multitude wgs. In the army, 1
discovered that the soldiers in their poor ragged clothes had pure, simple, honest
hearts. I felt insignificent before the multitude of men who were going to offer their
lives for our Motherlsnd.

You may find the condibtions at the front very different from what I have

painted them, However, if you go wikh a spirit ready to appreciate those you serve,
you mey have abundent life even there,

ALl good wishes for 1945,

Florence Kirk




[ C-,- - }4
- DFs ' Ginling College E)j
v'p Chengtu, China
Y December 30, 1944

‘& & Dear Priends:

I don't know how many times I have thought of my many friends in America
and I havé made definite plans to write a Christmas letter this year., Actually, I
have wasted my secretary's time, for I dictated at least three beginnings of a let~
ter to my friends in America, and yet I never completed any one of them,

Eve Spicer got some letters from her sister yesterday which showed clearly
that they were much worried over hor early in December. It certainly is true that
we had several anxious woeks, It was serious enough to the war situation in Chine
vhon Kweilin and Luchow fell in succession, but when the enemy pushed so fast into
Kweichow, it became quite critical for a few days. Here in. Ginling I had several in-
formal conferences with the senior members of the facultys What we found the hardest
was this: on one hand, we wanted to be calm and not add any oil to the fire of the
numerous rumorss On the other hand, we had our rosponsibility boward three hundred
girls, and had to take procautionary measures to prepsre for any possible worst, By
far the majority of our girls sre noneSzechwan girls, and asbout one third of the
total have not even relatives to g0 %o’ in Free China, We could not help being rc-
minded of the days of the fall of 1937, although the situation was entirely different.
There was ho use considering moving the College, not only because there was no place
to move to, but because it is absolutely impossible to secure any meens of transporto-
tion, The only definite measure we could %ake was %o plen to secure plenty of cash
on hand, and not be caught as Yenching was (in 1941).,

The students could not holp being worried, toos On the day with the worst
war news they went to classes as usual, but quite a number of them begged the pro=
fessors to take time and tell them something of the real situation, Several came to
see me and sald they felt there was no use for them to continue in the regular col-
lege work, and wanted very much to do something directly for the wars For instance,
one chemistry student wondered why the College couldn't suspend the regular chemistry
courses and, instead, give instruction in regard to poison gas, explosives, otc,
Whilo we saw clearly how these young people were stirred up too emotiomally, yet we
did not wish to kill their genuine desire to’ help the country by merely pouring cold
water on their ideas, We thought, therefore, of activities whereby they could spend
their spare time and get practical benefit, A short, two-week course in First Aid
was offered by the P,U,M.C, Nurses?! School, Onc hundrod of our -girls joined this
huge class of several hundred, Ginling also arranged with the P,U,M.C., Nurses' Schoo’
to offer a two-month training course for Nurses' Aides. Eighty of our girls are tak=-
ing this one, Dr. Chester spent hours in finding the most convenient time for the
lecture and laboratory periods, but with these girls coming from all tho four years
and different departments, she had to come to the last resort of having the lectures
from 7 to 8 three mornings a week, - It certainly requires courage and determination
for the girls %o get up in the cold, dark mornings, often below freezing, This
winter is unusually cold for Szechwsn, and it is said to be the eoldest in thirty
yearss,

The activities of one weekend may serve to illustrate the excitement we
have had, .Late nne Friday afternoon a telegram wasz received. from Mreo Lennig Sweet,
asking for volunteers from faculty and students to do work for refugee children in
the war area, When the notice was posted on Saturday morning, seventy girls signed
it within two hours, Students in other universities responded to the call with as
much enthusiasm as our girls, Seven of our’ faculty came to ask my permission for
thom to go, One of them was Dr. Liu En-lan, and she found that afternoon that therc
was the possibility of gotting a "1ift" on a bank truck going to Chungking vory soon.
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"Barly the next morning word came that the truck was leaving that morning, and that
there was room enough for two people, so Dr, Liu and Miss Hu Ya~lan (Dre. Djang's ase
sistent) picked up their baggage and left hurriedly. This is most unusuel = that
people actually started for Chungking within 48 hours of receiving the call, becauss
people usually have to wait for days before securing a bus ticket from Chengtu to
Chungking, That evening, through the long distance telephone, we were told not to
send any more people to Chungking, because of the changed situstion at the front,
The most serious handicap is lack of transportation, Even if people could manage to
get near the front, thére was no way of finding transportation to move thé éhildren
out of the denger zone, Dr, Lit and Miss Hu went toward Kweiyang in an F,A.U,
(Friends! Ambulance Unit) truck, but had to turn round before they reached the city,
because no civilians were pormitted to proceed,

At about the same time several groups of enlisted men were flown from
Chengtu to India for further training, Quite a number of the students from the
universities on this campus found friends in these groups and through them found
vecaneles which they could £ill at tho last minute, Peggy Lin, 6f our Physical Edu-
cation Department, told me her experience, Her younger brother, who was a pre-
medical student in Cheeloo University, ceme to see her one morning just to say good-
by, after everything had been arranged, There was no time for her to let her father
know in Chungking, and that afternoon she went to the camp to see him. The little
brother proudly showed her his new outfit, the regular gray cotton, padded coat and
trousers, She could not help laughing at him, because he seemed 4o be lost in a
suit that was much too large for him, Dr. Liu BEn-lan's brother, and Miss Sie Hsien-
gieh's brother (the youngest scn of Mr, Sie Gia=seng) were also among the boys who
Jjoined the army in this way,

Christmas was celebrated in the traditional way, but with some modifice-
tions, Our faculty end students were asked not o present gifts, but to contribute
instead toward one general fund for sending gifts to mén at the front, and for the
families in this neighborhood of soldiers’at the front, The total amount of over
'$130,000 N.Co was raised for this purpose, and the students worked hard in reaching
this figure with contributions from friends outside the College, Mrs, Yeh again
sang beautifully in Messiah, and the audiences admitted it was her well=trained choir
who joined the Chorus two weeks earlier that made this vear's Messiah such a success,

: In our rural service station at Chung Ho Chang, Miss Ts Yu-dji and Miss
Hsiung Ya~na are doing splendid work, At the recent Child Welfare Conference in
Chungking, the report and exhibit from their nursery school was most favorably re-
ceived, Several organizations wanted to get the help of Miss Hsiung, Recently
they had an interesting experience in helping the rural pedple to know more about
the war, They secured the cooperation of the American O.W.I. which sent out a toam
of men’with a machine to show moving pictures, The agreement was that if there were
over 5,000 to see the pictures, the 0,W.I, would pay the whéle cost. Our rural
staff did such a good publicity job that there were over 10,000 who turned out to
see the pictures, The most encouraging thing is how the local leaders cooperated
in entertaining these visitors and how well the huge crowd followed the management
of our smell staff, The operators expressed their admiration and said that it was
the best-managed and most appreciative audience they had seen,

In the midst of the strain some of the scheduled events were carried out,
It had been arranged some time ago to have two separate oratorical contests among
the students of the nine universities and colleges in this regions. Two students
represented each institution, The contest in Chineze took place on November 26th
and the one in English two weeks later, We are most happy in Ginling that our girls
captured the first prizes in the two contests, both individually and as a team. (Onc
Tirst prize was given to the student who had the highest score among contestants; anc




-5-

one first prize to the team of two who scored the highest among teams.)

) I em sorry to admit that I have not been able to participate in all these
events personally, It is because I have been kept in bed exactly eight weeks with
a case of nephritis, I am happy now that my doctor let me get up for the first time
vesterday, to attend the weekly meeting of the five university presidents, and I
hope now that I can go back gradually to my ordihary work. My colleagues have been
wonderful to me., We have had committee meetings, conferences, individual talks, all
in my room, Even the meeting of the Board Executive Committee took place in my room.,
(The  two men members, President Chen and Dr, Lewis Smythe, were absent from Chengtu.,
Also, at the busy time of opening in September, our group had to attend to all the
work without me. I was then in Chungking, attending the People's Political Council
meetings, the Conference of the Child Welfare Workers, and the Execubive Committee
of the National Christian Council, - You must have read reports of this session of
the PePeCy In many ways it was the best I have attended, Much favorable comment
was given by the Chinese papers to the fact that the Council tackled more of +the
important questions, as better payment to the armed forces and the Civil Service,
the severe punishment of corruption, the closer cooperation asmong the different
political parties, etc, The most importent achievement, it seems to me, was the
fact that both the members and the govermment representatives spoke sincerely and
frankly, I consider this a great step forward in the functioning of an efifective
parliament or congress, As you well know, the Chinese traditional emphasis on being
polite left meny things unsaid in public discussion, and yet the unavoidable result
is whisperings and grumblings elsewhere, This time in the meetings, the members
more effectively assumed the function as spokesman of the people, and the government
gave more confidential reports and toek the attacks more seriously, This was possiblc
because of the fact that we were all toncerned over the issue of how %o carry through
the lagt .end difficult stages of our resistance, I must admit that the seven and.
a half long and weary years of war have left a telling effect on the strength and
morale of our people, However, we are forever ablé to be bounced up by the slightest
ray of hope a nd are fully confident of doing our bit in wimnnint final victory.

Miss Walmsley has arrived in India, and I have applied for the permit for
her to enter China, bubt cen't be sure what kind of reply will come from the Embassy.

Very sincerely yours,

Yi=fang Wu
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