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GINLING COLLEGE - OHENGTU - SZECHUAN

Goneral News ILetter
6 January 1940

"Ligtening to Musio" was the subjeot of a lecture given by Miss Graves early in
December. It was the second in the West China - Ginling College concert lecture
series. Many of us went oxpecting a rather dry, technical discourse, but it was
anything but that. The whole audience were soon laughing and everyone listened
intently. Miss Graves told us that it was very importent to use some big musecle
of the body in order to get the real feel of music, and she had us beating time
while Miss Hu Shih-tsang and Miss Wen Yun-kwen "walked" the music. She explained
rhythm, tempo, design, and other things which go into a composition. The leoture
wes profusely illustrated with piano, violin and voocal solos.

Annual Field Meet :

e Tield mee® was a busy aftermoon for all of us. The playing field was like a
cirous, ten~rings rather then the proverbial three. Dr. Wu opened the meet by
throwing the gaily-covered balls, quoits s ote., among the group of students who had
formed a huge G.C. on the field. Some one remarked that Dr. Wu was a good sport,
but it was easily seen she was not an athleto. Archery drew a big orowd, and it
really was lovely to watoh the girls doing this. There was the usual crowd of
spectators on the walls around the field, but before the games had progressed very
far most of them had joined the group inside who had tickets. However, there was
lots of room for all. Toward ‘the end of the afternoon when it began to get cold,
a few of the guests had fun playing soft ball. When the score was counted it was
found that the Sophomore class came first with 160 points and Seniors next with
130. The small silver cup was presented to the president of the Sophomore class
by Mrs. Daniel Dye, a member of our Board in Chengtu. Hot tea and toasted meat
rolls in the gymnasium afterwards concluded a susdessiul afternoon.

Christmes Happenings

In preparation for Christmas, Dr. Iautenschlager spoke to faculty and students on
Sundaey evening, December 17th. This was for Christians and those interested in
Christianity. There was a social period first and tea and eakes were served.
There were "ho pens" (charcoal braziers) in the livifg-room and of course we could
not refrain from toasting our meat rolls. Dre. Lautenschlagerts subject was
"Christmas, and what it means." He speaks simply and directly and his talks are
much enjoyed by all. I understand practically none of the Chinese, but there is
enough English interspersed so that I can follow it fairly well. The week before
Christmas there were special chapel services. On two mornings there were speoial
speakers from outside the College and one was devobed entirely to music.

On Friday evening, December 22nd, we had the student-facu lty party in the gym-
nasium. The first item on the program was a play, "The Toy Shop," by the faculty.
You perhaps know the story of a little boy and girl who go to sleep in the ‘toy
shop on Christmas Eve and at midnight the umvented toys came to life. In the end
the boy and girl who are really brother and sister, the mother (masked doll), and
father (Pierrot) are united to make a happy family after being separated. ~ Ettie
Chin and Tsui Ya~lan were lovely as boy and girl. . Dr. Chang Siao-sung as the rag
doll with hair braided into tight braids and without glasses was not recognized
by the students until she spoke. Dr. Reeves (who made her own costume) as the
storekeeper was really priceless. She had wood shavings for hair, a bright red
tie and a big fat tummy. There was prolonged appleuse when the lights flashed on
the "live" toys and it was some little time before the show could go on. Following
the play the faculty served lunoh to the audience and then came the pageant
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"Mothers of the World" by the students. Miss Spicer wrote the oubtline of the play,
and the students supplied the dialogue. While the last ocarol, "Jaoy to the World"
was belng sung, the students 1it red candles and walked in pairs to the dormitory
- still singing. It was a very beautiful picture and the lovely tableau of the
Holy Family awaiting us at the dormitory was just the right thing to complete our
evening. Our gifts of money were placed in the Manger and a last carol was sung
while we stood in the courtyard. . . .The money gifts amounted to $500, $300 of
which is to be sent to flood relief in the north and $200 to the poor in Nanking.

Handel!s Messiah was remdered on December 23rd and 24+th by the Choral Society and
the Five Universities' Student Choir. The huge reading room of the library was
converted into an auditorium and it and the galleries were well filled on both
evenings. We were very glad of the opportunity to hear some fine music. One of
the members of the Burma Good Will Mission acted as cheirman om the first night
and later the remainder of the party came in.

On December 24th at the morming serviece in Hart College two University of Nanking
boys and two Ginling girls were baptized. The two girls were Lung Hsiang-wen and
Li Gioh~ling. Twelve young people had signified their wish to join the church,
but when they were examined it was found that they were not quite ready. It is
hoped that they, and others, will be baptized at Easter time.

That same morming Ginling College anmd the University of Namnking had a party for
the children of their joint Sunday School. The hundred children were entertained
in our gymnasium. There was a short Christmas play by the children and of course
food was served. We had hoped to see something of it after the church service,
but found the children gone and the students enjoying a lunch when we arrived.

Students in groups of four visited two hundred homes of soldiers on Christmas
morning. It had taken six weeks for Miss Liu Shu-yuen to investigate these fami-
lies who live between the old and new south gates of the city. She found that

one hundred of the families were destitute while tho remainder were slightly bet-
ter offs To the poorest they gave rice tickets and to the others towels and s0ape.
The home for opium addicts and the hospital for wounded soldiers were also visited
that morning. Student activities for Christmas were so planned that all students
took part in some work for others.

The carolers on Christmaes Eve were more than generous this year. Thoy began at
11:30 and T heard a group singing at 5 o'clock in the morning. There were several
groups out, and more than one kind host was foreed %o entertain groups other than
those he had invited because a gateman had let them in. Cookies, candy and
oranggs soon disappeared -- one house entertained eighty!

Students and faculby had Christmes breakfast together, followed by carol singing
in the decorated common room. Supper was also eaten together, and it was arranged
so that tubors sat with tutees. Very few of the girls have relatives in Chengtu,
and many of them mentioned what a happy day it had been for them.

Iillisn J. Kirk
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"Ligtening to Musie" was the subjeet of a lecture given by Miss Graves early in
December. It was the second in the West China - Ginling College concert lecture
gories. Many of us wenb expecting a rather dry, technical discourse, but it was
anybthing but that. The whole audience were soon laughing and everyone listened
intently. Miss Graves btold us that it was very important to use some big muscle
of the body in order to get the real feel of music, and she had us beating time
while Miss Hu Shih-tsang and Miss Wen Yun-kwen "walked" the music. She explained
rhythnm, tempo, design, and obther things which go into a composition. The lcobure
was profusely illustraftied with piano, violin end wvocal solos.

Annual Pield lMeet :

The field meet was a busy aftermoon for all of ws. The playing field was like a
cireus, ben-rings rather than the proverbial three. Dr. Wu opened the meet by
throwing the gaily-covered balls, quoits, ete., among the group of students who had
formed a huge G.C. on the field. Some one remarked that Dr. Wu was a good sport,
but it was easily seen she was not an athleto. Archery drew a big orowd, and it
really was lovely to watch the girls doing this. There was the usual crowd of
spectators on the walls around the field, bub before the games had progressed very
far most of them had joined the group inside who had tickets. However, there was
lots of room for all. Toward the end of the afternoon whon it began to get cold,
a few of the guests had fun playing soft ball., When the score was counbed it was
found that the Sophomore class came first with 160 points and Seniors next with
130. The small silver ocup was presented to the president of the Sophomore class
by Mrs. Daniel Dye, a member of our Board in Chengtu. Hot tea and toasted meat
rolls in the gymnasiwn afterwards concluded a successful afternoon.

Christmas Happenings :
In preparation for Christmas, Dr. Laubenschlager spoke to faculby and students on
Sunday evening, December 17th. This was for Christians and those interested in
Christianity. There was a social period first and tea and cakes were served.
There were “ho pens" {echarcoal braziers) in the living-room and of course we ocould
not refrain from toasting our meat rolls. Dr. Lautenschlagerts subject was
"Christmas, and what it means." e speaks simply and direotly and his btalks are
much enjoyed by alls. I understand practically none of the Chinese, but there is
enough English interspersed so that T can follow it fairly well. The wesk before
Christmas there were special chapel services. On two mornings there were speeial
speakers from outside the College and one was devoted enbtirely to music.

On Friday evening, December 22nd, we had the student-faculty party in the gym~
nasium. The first ibem on the program was a play, "The Toy Shop," by the faculty.
You perhaps know the story of a little boy and girl who go to slesp in the toy
shop on Christmas BEve and at midnight the unwanted toys come to life. In the end
the boy and girl who are really brother end sister, the mother (masked doll), and
father (Pierrot) are unibted to make a happy femily after being separated. Ettie
Chin and Tsui Ya-lan were lovely as boy and girl. Dr. Chang Siao-sung as the rag
doll with hair braided into tight braids and without glasses was not recognized
by the students until she spoke. Dr. Reeves (who made her own costume) as the
storekeeper was really priceless. She had wood shavings for hair, a bright red
tie and a big fat tummy. There was prolonged applause when the lights flashed on
the "live" toys and it was some little time before the show could go on. Following
the play the faculby served lunch to the sudience and then came the pageant
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"Mothers of the World" by the students. Miss Spicer wrote the outline of the play,
and the students supplied the dialogue. While the last oarol, "Joy to the World"
was being sung, the students lit red candles and walked in peirs to the dormitory
~ still singing. It was a very beautiful pioture and the lovely tableau of the
Holy Family awaiting us at the dormitory was just the right thing to complete our
evening. Our gifits of money were placed in the Manger and a last carol was sung
while we stood in the courtyard. . . The momney gifts amounted to $500, $300 of
which is to be sent to flood relief in the north and $200 to the poor in Nanking.

Handel!s Messiah was remdered on December 23rd and 24th by the Choral Society and
the Five Universities' Student Choir. The huge reading room of the library was
converted into an auditorium and it and the galleries wers well filled on both
evenings. We were very glad of the opportunity to hear some fine music. One of
the members of the Burma Good Will Mission acted as chairman on the first night
and later the remsinder of the party came in.

On December 24th at the morning service in Hart College two University of Nanking
boys and two Ginling girls were baptized. The two girls were Lung Hsiang-wen and
Li Gioh~-ling. TIwelve young people had signified their wish to join the church,
but when they were examined it was found that they were not quite ready. It is
hoped that they, and others, will be baptized at Easter time.

That same morming Ginling College and the University of Nanking had a party for
the children of their joint Sunday School. The hundred children were entertained
in our gymnasium. There was a short Christmas play by the children and of course
food was served. We had hoped to see something of it after the church service,
but found the children gone and the students enjoying a lunch when we arrived.

Students in groups of four visited two hundred homes of soldiers on Christmas
morning. It had taken six weeks for Miss Liu Shu-yuen to investigate these fami-
lies who live between the old and new south gates of the city. She found that

one hundred of the families were destitute while the remainder were slightly bet-
ter offs To the poorest they gave rice tickebs and to the others towels and soap.
The home for opium addicts and the hospital for wounded soldiers were also visited
that morning. Student activities for Christmas were so planned that all students
took part in some work for others.

The carolers on Christmas Eve were more than generous this year. They began at
11:30 and T heard a group singing at 5 o'clock in the morning. There were several
groups out, and more than one kind host was forced to entertain groups other than
those he had invited because a gateman had let them in. Cookies, camdy and
oranges soon disappeared -- one house entertained eighty!

, Students and faculty had Christmas breakfast together, followed by oarol singing
in the decorated common room. Supper was also eaten together, and it was arranged
so that tubtors sat with tutees. TVery few of the girls have relatives in Chengtu
and meny of them mentioned what a happy day it had been for them.

Iillian J. Xirk




FROM A GINLING SOFHOMORE

Chengtu, Marph 1940

A new idea came to my mind recently that if I hadn't coms to
Szechuan last year, and I hadn't entered college, where would I be
now? What would I be doing? Would I be living in the world, or
would I be staying at homa‘w1th my gsrandmother, an old, kind woman,
in my native province? Would I have a happier life than now or
would I be feeling sorry for my trying circumstances?

These words beat in my heart when I was reading The Return of
the Native, and an ideal family life came to my mind immediately.
There is & healthy plain, surrounded by the hills and mountains, and
the Yangtze River flows across its middle-~way as a tar road runs
through a busy city. A small village, which is my native place,
appears in this beautiful scene. Thers are just about three hun-
dred families, and not more than a thousand villagers. They are
very happy. BEvery day when the sun just shows half of his face
above the hillside, all the farmers begin their work in the fields,
and finish after the moon rises in the sxy. Only when their work
is done, their leisure time begins,

It is more beautiful in the spring than at other seasons. The
peach flowers awe blossoming and the pea or yellow oil flowsrs are
fragrant. MMy grandmother takes all of her grandsons and grand-
daughters to the hills and we have & picnic under the sunshine. My
grandmother says, "Edith, you are the oldest one among the children
and you must teach a game first." I stand up and teach them how to
sing the song, "Against Our Enemies." They learn it very quickly.
Then my younger sister and her little fiance, who is ons of the
cousins, dance for us., After many games my grandmother tells a
story. We are very quiet as we sit beside her and look at her
smiling face, She talks about a brave soldier who died during
the war becaus® he wanted teo save his army. Then she says that
the Japanese are ecrusl and our Chinese peopls, who are controlled
by them are very poor. When she finishes her words, we all 52Y,
"When we grow up, we will revenge our country." Grandmother smiles
and says, "I hope that all of you can remember what you have said
today." Then she takes out some candies, cakes, and fruit from
her basket for our dinner and we are all very happy. After the
dinner we are bathed by the sunshine on the hills and we go home
at four otclock. What a happy, pleasant day it is!

Oh, that is just a dream and an ideal. My grandmother has
died, our family land is lost, and I am now wandering in a foreign
province which is far away from my native place. I cannot stay
with her again and I cannot return to that lovely place. My brothers
and sisters are soathtered by the enemy, and I am sent to school by
somebody. I am lonely now without relatives, friends, or native

province.




Ginling in West China

NEWS LETTER, April 29, 1940

Broadcast of Mother Chao and Yang Huei-min

Dre Wu arrived back on the campus from Chungking at about 2:30 o'slock on
Sunday afternoon, April 2lst, DMr, David Griffin, of Station WHO in Des Moines,
lowa, who is in Chengtu making records for broadcast in Americe hed arranged a
fifteen-minute progrem with Hother Chao (Mpther of the Guerillas) and e girl guide,
Yeng Hwei-ming for this afternoon and asked Dre W to interpret for theme, Dr. Wu
had been plemne sick and had not been able to get much lunch because all the kitchen
fires were out when she errived back, but she felt she should not miss the opportu~
nity, particularly sinoce she had not been here for the Dedication Ceremony of the
Student Center the dey before, -

Dedication of the Student Center

The Dedication Service of the Student Center wes held on Saturday, April 20th,
from two to four o'clook in the afternmoon. The opening date was pushed forward bew
cause of the presemce ifi Chengtu of My, Paul Moritz, ex~chairman of the Natiomal
Intercollegiate Christian Council in the United States, Mr., Kiang Wenehan, head of
the Student Division National Committee Y. M, C. A., and Mr, David Griffin of Station
WHO. lMre Griffin arrenged to make three records: one of short speeches of two
minutes each given by student representatives of the five universities, one of short
speeches by the five presidents, and one of patriotic songs in Chinese. It was a
very interesting progrem. The attractive building of gray brick with red pillars
was made possible by cohtributions from the Student Relief Fund in Americe. and from
Jjoint funds from the five universities on the campuse Mr, Paul Mority out the red
ribbon which hung across the doprway with seissors hended to him by & West China
University girl and thus offickelly opened the building. Long rows of seats were
arranged outside the Student Center end the overflow sat on neer-by stepz of the
Administration Building., President Dsang of West China University, President Liu
of Cheeloo, President Chen of the University of Nanking, Dr. Cheer of the Medieal
School of National Central University, end Dr. Chang Siao-sung (for Dr. Wu) gave
short speeches., Then came the patriotic songs with a practice first. After the
first recording hed been produced = to the amazement of some of the audience
Mr, Griffin emnounced that the sltos were too weak so reeruits were asked from
the audience, Someone ssked Mrs. Kwan to help them and shewns given a real hande
clap as she went forwerd. Last of all reefie the students with the Ginling student,
Yin Shen-gu, a junior, fifth on the progrem, Mre. Griffin was very pleased with
Miss Yin s short speech and said it was Just what he wanted., These speeches were
leter reproduced emnd many told us that Miss Yin's voice came over best of a2ll, The
many photographers created much amusement with their attémpts to get pictures from
all possible engles, One, bolder than the others, got a close-up of President Chen
when he wes speaking and caused a good laugh.

Following is Dr. Chang Siso-sung's short talk: "It gives me great pleasure to
speak here on behelf of Ginling College, although your pleasure would be greater if
our president, Dr. Wu, were here in Chengtu now and could speek herself at this
memorable oocasion, to not only a Chengtu sudience, but also to Pfriends in America
end the Philippines. The word Ginling is an = neient name of the city of Nanking,
where our College was situated for over twenty years till the Japenese invaded
Chine end intruded into our peaceful life, scattering the members of the Ginling
femily., TFor the first year, part of the college continued work at Shanghai in
Eest China, part in Wuchang in Central China, and part in Chengtu in West China,
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A%t the beginning of the second year, realizing the uniqueness of Ginling as the
only women's eollege in central and west Chine and the necessity of continuing
the threining of Women leeders in the midst of adversities, the three units csme
together in Chengtus It took the Shenghei unit two months to get here by boat,
trein, steamer, bus, snd rickshe,

Here in Chengtu we heve been & guest institution of the West Chine Union
University, When a guest comes to & friend's house to stay but does not leave at
the end of the firmt year, nor of the second, nor of the third, he must seem to
impose too much on the hostess. That seems to be what kind of guest Ginling College
has been, Fortunetely, we have a hostess whose generosity is most elastic and
whose symphthy is boundless, The Five Universities have been cooperating not only
with respect to time and spacej but also in spirit, '

Now the occesion of the dedication of the Univervities' Student Center gives

me once more an opportunity to put into words our deopefelt appreciation, To me,
the Student Center is a symbol of ocombined enterprise, of effective cooperation,
and of emphasis oh university life thet is student=-centered, It will be a meens of
bringing ebout and strengthening intercollegiate friendship and international undere
standing, May it acoomplish what it is cométructed for and give new moesning and
new horizons to the life of students on this campus,e

MMy Life as & Refugee Student” by Yin Shan-gu
, - .

Recorded for Station WHO, Des Moines, Towa.

I have the honor of representing Ginling College, a women's college from
Henking,

In the summer of 1937, I left my native city, Hemgoliow - one of the most
beautiful spots in Chine. I picked up my little bundle and looked back et my home
once again, knowing thet it might be greatly chenged by the Japenese when I ceme
back agein, Mother told me to be careful and brave. "Above all," she seid, "be
cheerful always. It is the way to meet our own difficulties and those of our
country.” Thus, I begen my wendering life over hedf of this glent China, As the
Japanese pushed farther inlend, I fled with the refugees.

I wendered for ome whole year, doing ell kinds of work that I had never dreamed
of doing before, I taught the poor refugees in the villeges where I stayed, and
gave them some medicel aid, I joined the Red Cross work when T was in the eities,

I helped the newspepers in transleting news fromabroed, News:ceme of the death of
two of my femily in ome week. Life was very hard., At lest, I succeeded in coming
back to my own college to study again.

Now: I have been here for almost two years., I find my comrades as cheerful as
I em, Students in Chengtu have never before worn such old clothes » but we are
comfortable emough. Our food is poorer then before, but we are not starved, There
are few books, but we copy what we need. Inthe laboratory, we have netgas, no
running water, little apparatus end few chemicals, but we have menaged to finish
all our experiments, On this campus, manyver songs have been composed on worneout baby
orgens, and the music students can sing as much as they wish ~ if they cennot find
& pieno to play on., We are cheerful because life is hard and we are proving to be
capeble of meeting ite We are too busy to lament over the personal sorrows brought
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by the war and the netional losses that Japan has caused us. We have & great desl
to do besides our lessons, We tiake part in the propagends work for the f armers,
sewing garments for the soldiers, and visiting the families of the soldiers - to
look efter their needs end cares, Wer has showed us that we have more ability
than we guessed,

Host of all, we are happy because we have faith in our future. O ¥es, China
will win the war, and there will be wich for us to do when it is over. We are to
reconstruet Chinal We will laugh and sing and work hard together to fight for the
final conquest,

We appreciaté very much the opportunity of sharing our experiences with the
people of Americe end the Philippines, We hope you will remmin our friends as you
have in the pest. We thenk you,

Ginling faculty end students rushed from the Dedication Ceremony of the Student
Center to our gymesium for the Indoor Meet., It was even more populer than lest
year « if that is possible - and Westerners, Chinese, servants and coblies alike
enjoyed it. We had distinguished guests, too. Among those who came were Mr, MacDoneld,
representative of the New York Times, Miss Corin Bernfield who is with the Chinese
Industrial Cooperatives in Chungking end who is well-known for having driven a
truck of supplies from Haiphong to Chungking, Miss Yang Bwei-min, the breve girl who
carried the Chinese flag to the Lome Battalion in Shenghai, Mr, David Griffin of
Station WHO. From all appearances Mr. Temars, Mr. Griffin's technicien, enjoyed the
proceedings as much as anyone, The Fenn and Smythe children in front row seets =
on the floor - were very vooal in their epproval and enjoyment. Someone remsrked
thet there probably would be meny bruises and soratohes when these four chermimg
young ladies tried to do these same stunts at home, I could see some servents oute
side moving a ladder from window to window in order to get a view of the performence
from all sides. A coolie near us had fleas and wes asked to leave by his neighbors
which he did very reluctantly. There were rhythms, fundementel gymnasties and s tunts
by freshman, Pree-hsand boxing, folk dances, fencing, apparatus work, modern d snce
steps, elementary school rhythms, tap dances by:majors, two-yesr specials and regu=
lar college students, An elopement relasy rece where the students were required to
put on and teke off all the clothes in two suitosses almost brought the roof down.
Students seem better developed and more sturdy than last year and the difference
between the freshmen and senior classes is quite markeds In judging the posture of
the elass as a whole, 1941 ceme first with 1940 second, Miss Florence Kirk and
Miss Hu Shih-tsang were the faculty members chosen to be "Misses Posture." Eight
individuel students were also chosen as followss Yang Shu-ru, Lu Ming-djeng,

Djang Tsaiel, Gin Li-hwa, Djang Shuh~djen, Djang Shuedu, Weng Ren=cheng, and Wang
Gia~wel, All years were represented among these eight girls,

Collepe Magazine

Miss Ma Bihening has just finished meiling 700 copies of the College lMagagines

Dr. Te Ce Chao

It has been avery great privilege to hear Dr. T. C. Chao speak on seversal
occasions. The Theological Seminary and the Five Universities invited him to
come from Kunming for a few weeks, Dr. Cheo has spent his 'Sebbatical leave in
Kunming orgenizing & student church for students from government orgenizetions and
not only has he gotten students interested in this project, but faculty as well,




, He is the outstanding Chinese theologia? and is also e welleknown poet end

‘ thilosepher. Most of his lectures are in Chinese, but I have heard him speak on

"My Theology," "China's Struggle for Freedom,” and "Whet Life Means. He spoke
& P

- &% the student weekly assembly on May lst. (Monthly Citizens® Ds,y or Spiritual Mobilie l e

. sation Day) on "Spiritual Mobilization in &' igieus Sense," and also et the Sune
‘day evening ‘discussion group in the dormitor on "Should Chine Be Reconstructhd on
& Christien Basis?" He is now giving & aeries or lectures for students snd faculty
on the eempus on YPostry end Religion. g , _

: Dres Wu reports thet the April sessi’on oiuthe People's Politioal Co\mo:ll wes
‘Yery enoouraging, Attendsnce was large and discussion was ‘cerried on'f rankly and
oilnly without demonstration ef prejud j?e .’m spite of the variety of political views
‘represented, They discussed oonstltut:.onal government finences end economios of
i'bhe nation, national unity.

Lillien J. Kirk




THIS TWO-MINUTE SPFEECH BY A GINLING JUNIOR
was given last month during the dedication ceremonies of the
Chengtu student center. It tells vividly of the hardships
borne by China's students in pursuit of the education they must
have for future service and of their courageous fibre in meeting
all the experiences of these stern days.

"MY LIFE AS A REFUGEE STUDENT" by Yin Shan-gu

In the summer of 1937, I left my native city, Hangchow ~ one of
the most beautiful spots in China. I picked up my little bundle and looked
back at my home once more, knowing that it might be greatly changed by the
Japanese when I came back again. Mother told me to be careful and brave.
"Above all," she said, "be cheerful always. It is the way to meet our own
difficulties and those of our country," Thus, I began my wandering life
over half of this giant China. As the Japanese pushed farther inland, I
fled with the refugees.

: I wandered for one whole year, doing all kinds of work that I
had never dreamed of doing before, I taught the poor refugees in the vile
lages where I stayed, and gave them some medical aid. I joined the Red Cross
work when I was in the cities. I helped the newspapers in translating news
from abroad. News came of the death of two of my family in one week, Life
was very hard. At last, I succeeded in coming back to my own college to

study again,

- Now I have been here for almost two years., I find my comrades as
cheerful as I am. Students in Chengtu have never before worn such old
clothes, but we are comfortable enoughe Our food is poorer than before,
but we are not starved. There are few books, but we copy what we need.

In the laboratory, we have no gas, no running water, little apparatus and
few chemicals, but we have managed to finish all our experiments« On this
campus, meny war songs have been composed on worn-out baby organs, and the
music students can sing as much as they wish « if they cannot find a piano
to play one We are cheerful because life is hard and we are proving to be
capable of meeting it. We are too busy to lament over the personal sorrows
brought by the war and the national losses that Japan has caused us. We
have a great deal to do besides our lessons, We teke part in the propaganda
work for the farmers, sew garments for the soldiers, and visit the families
of the soldiers = to look after their needs and cares. War has showed us
that we have more ability then we guesseod,

Most of all, we are happy because we have faith in our future.
Oh yes, China will win the war, and there will be much for us to do when
1t is over, We are to reconstruct China! We will laugh and sing and work
hard together to fight for the final conquest,

We appreciate very much the opportunity of sharing our experiences
with the people of the Western democracies. We hope you will remain our
friends as you have in the past. We thank you from the bottom of our hearts.
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Written during the summer of 1940

GINLING'S WAR-TINE ODYSSEY

by

Bva Dykes Spicer

Ginling Collega for women is situated in Nenking, the capital of China from
1927 until its cepture by the Japanese in December 1937+ Ginling was founded in
1915 by five Mission Boards to which others have later been added, and its first
President was Mrs., Lawrence Thurston, In 1928 Dr. Wu Yi-fang was inaugurated as
the first Chinese President and has held that office since. Starting with an
enrolment of nine students in 1915, Ginling had by 1936 an enrolment of approxi-
mately two hundred and fifty. In 1923 the college had moved from rented quarters
to a beautiful campus of its own. |

The history of Ginling during the war might very well have been different
had the college been in session when the war started., But both the war in the
north and the Shanghei fighting broke out during the summer months when the col- .
lege campus was relatively deserted, and faculty and students alike were scattered
all over China, :

From the first outbreak of the war in the Shanghai area, it became clear that
Nanking, the capital and headquarters of General Chiang Kai-shek, was to be a
centre of attack, end air-raids became almost daily occurrences from the middle of
August onwards. Ko bombs fell directly on the campus, but other educational in-
stitutions were hombed, and hits were recorded at no great distance. It seemed
fairly clear that whatever men's institutions might do, it was hardly possible
to open a college for women in Fanking that fall - even without taking into
account the fact that if the Japanese were successful at Shanghai, they might
well march on Nanking itself. Not only were there air-raids, but the normal traf-
fic lines between Nanking and Shanghai by both rail and boat were disrupted, and
though people still managed to get through, it was not easy travelling.

: Dr. Wu and Miss Vautrin, who had returned to the campus in August, decided
that the only thing to do was to send out letters to students and faculty, tell=-
ing them that college would not open that fall in Nenking, but that arrangements
would be made for them to study at other colleges in Shanghai and Wuchang., Some
faculty at a distance were advised to remain where they were for the moment,
others nearer the scene of action were asked to go to one of these centres to
help students, and some faculty left Nanking to go up~-river to Wuchang.

The fierce fighting around Shanghai interfered with the work of two of the
universities,normally situated in Shanghai, 8%. John's and Shanghai Beptist -
even they had to arrange for their new classrooms in the centre of the town and
opened much later than usual. Ko attempt was made this first term to open any-
thing in the nature of a branch of Ginling College in Shenghai. All that was done
wes to open an office where 1iss Chester and iiiss Kirk (both of whom had returned
to Shanghai from Tsingteo), lirs. Chen Yu~hwa (Hwang Li-ming), and other faculty
members registered students, advised them what courses to take in the other uni-
versities, and generally made their paths as smooth before them as possible. No
attempt-was made to provide any housing accommodation; most of the students were
living in their own homes or with friends, though a few lived in hostels run by
the Y.W.C.A.
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In Wuchang, also, no effort was made to open the college; students wers bt

registered at Hwa Chung University in Wuchang. But there were two differences.,
In the first place, a rather larger group of faculty was centered at Wuchang than
et Shanghai; they undertook to help Hwa Chung in certain courses where additional
students were taxing their own teaching staff and they also offered certain addi-
tional courses, more especially for the requirements of our own students, but
open to all, Other teachers were sent from Nanking to Wuchang, including Dr. Lung
ahd Miss Chow of the Sociology Department, !iiss Liu En-lan of the Geography De-
partment, and Iliss Sutherland of the IMusic Department. Students majoring in
those fields were asked to go if possible to Wuchang to continue their studiese
Various schemes had been suggested by which the college might open departments in
different places, but unfortunetely it was impossible to work out any satisfactory
scheme by which students and faculty members of the same department could be con-
veniently brought together on the same side of the fighting line. loreover, as
air-raids began on Wuchang and Hankow, as well as Vanking, it seemed impossible
to urge students to come %o a place in which there was danger, especially if by
so coming they were to be separsted from their families. No cut-and-dried scheme
of distribution was therefore possible, and the grouping of students and faculty
at Nanking, Shanghai, and Wuchang resulted far more from the geographical location

. of the individuals during the summer, than from any carefully thought=~out scheme.,
Thus it happened, that while Ifiss Liu, the head of the Geography Department, was
8t Wuchang, most of the geography majors were in Shenghai. Only one definite
policy could be carried out, and that was to send all students away from Nanking.

ome faculty members remained there engaged in all types of war work, but the

campus in the fall of 1937 was bare of students.

Another respect in which Wuchang differed from Shanghai was that the group
there had to face the residential problem, Very few, 1f any, of the students
whose homes were in the central provinces of China, actually lived in Wuchang.,

A few lived in Hankow, but that is too great a distance to be convenient for
attending college., Hwa Chung University was willing %o admit all classes, especi-
ally in view of the help we were willing to give in teaching, but it could take
only a very small number into the dormitory, and it was essential to find accommo-
detion near the college. This might not have been easy, but fortunately one mem~
ber of the Ginling faculty was also a member of the London iiission and was able

to secure from them the loan of first one, and finally a second of their residences.
One was used as & hostel for both students and faculty. The other was used for
classrooms, and later, when more faculty arrived from Nanking late 1in Hovember,

as an additional sleeping place for faculty members.

The houses were only very scantily furnished when they were turned over, but
1t was amezing how soon and how cheaply they were equipped for their new purposes.
Each student and instructor was told to provide herself with a camp bed, and mem-
bers of the Ginling College fanily always provide their own bedding. Wash basins
also are part of the normal equipment of the Chinese student, and as there was
running water in the houses bboth upstairs and downstairs, the problem of cleanliness
wes easlily met., Alumnae of Ginling working at the Y, W.C.A. very kindly arranged
for the loan of tables and benches for the dining-room, and other friends lent
some chairs, which, with whet were already in the houses, proved a sufficiency.
The only things which had to be purchased were cooking utensils, bowls, and chop-
sticks, and these could be bought quite reasonably. In fact, within two days of
our finding the house, it was equipped and the students moved in. Accommodation
was somewhat crowded there - nine students were in one room, and the seven members
of the faculty had to share one bedroom, though they also had the use of a sitting
room for themselves. Thelr bathroom, a former econservatory, which opensd off the
sitbing room, was divided into two parts by a curtain, and the amah slept in the
other half. The house with just under thirty inhabitants was pretty full, but it
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was pleasantly and conveniently situated, and. Ginling was lucky to find such good
cheap accommodation, as there was no rent to pay, and only repairs to make good
when the students moved out. The problems of the first term had been met to some
extent, though probably something less than half the students enrolled the pre=
Vious year were studying at either Shanghai or Wuchang. The freshman class was
non-existent, as we could hardly recommend to other colleges students whom we

had never admitted to Ginling. Some students had transferred to other colleges

in the north, or in Fukien, and others had discontinued study for a time. It was
not long before the problems of the second semester began to emerge., In November
ceme the withdrawal from Shanghai, which the Chinese had held under such difficult
conditions for over two months; the rapid advance of the Japanese; the capture of
Fenking early in December. Several more of the faculty left Nanking late in Novem-
ber; finally, early in December, on the last boat to leave Nanking before it fell,
Dr. Wu arrived,

Our thoughts during those days were centered on the fate of Nenking and what
was happening there, and on the plans for the future of Ginling, An ominous
silence wrapped the fate of Nenking, and it was only graduclly that the full
story of the horrors of those days in December and January came out., We learned
all that.the small group on the International Committec, who had remained behind,
hod been able to do to help and save, even in thosc derk doys., Ginling's pars
ticular job had been the care of as many women and children as possible, and dur-
ing the worst days it wus calculated thet 12,000 refugees had been houscd on the
Ginling campus. liss Vautrin, lirs. Tsen (the Director of Dormitories), and others’
who hed remcined werc indefatigable in ministering to their needs; in keeping
awey thoe Japanesc soldiers with their nover-ceasing demand for women, ond preserv-
ing somc degrec of order and sunitation, Our first word from Miss Voutrin - sent
out through the help of the Amorican Favy - was o reassuring onc, though the acw
tual conditions were still far from reassuring. She and hor colleaguecs were blest
with great courcge and great faith, and personally they were proscrved from horm
‘right through.

With the fall of Wanking on cccomplished fact, it looked as if the next ob-
Jective would be the Wuhon citiecs - Henkow, Wuchang, and Hanyang. Some people
expected the inveding army to arrive within o few weeks of the fall of Lanking,
and they bogun to leuve Hankow wcnd Wuchong, Though not believing in the immedieate
capturc of Wuhan, Dr. Wu felt that sooncr or lator it was likcly to foll, and
thet Ginling in Wucheng might better move farthor wostwerd cs soon as possiblc.
Arrengements were made with West China Union Uriversity in Chengtu to give us
cempus spoce. The University of Fanking, which had opened in Nanking in the fall,
had alrecedy movod to Chengtu during December and January. Dre Wu left Eankow by
plone for Chengtu to nicke plens for the later crrivel of faculty end studonts,

and groduclly somc students and instructors moved on up-river ws occasion offerocd.
Bocts werc very muech crowded cnd bookings werc not ewsy to gat, nor very comfort-
able whon obtained. One group slcpt on the floor of the hold as far os Tchang.
l.outs from Ichang to Chungking werc evon horder to got than from Hankow to Icheng,
es8 above Ichtng crc the fumous Yangtsc Corges, wnd only smell boats can got through,
Meny hed to weit in Ichang for some timo, cnd spent their wholc time while thore
in uvawecricd offorts to socurc co booking. Ultimately, howevor, cll those who
turnod their fuces westward did crrive in Chengtu, whore they worc joincd by
othcr students who had clreudy gonc wostwerd with thoir familios,

While the group in Wuchang was meking decisions as to the next move, the

- group in Shanghai was also facing questions. Besides the two universities already
located in Shanghel, St. John's and Shanghai Baptist, Soochow University and Lang-
chow Christian College had moved into Shanghai, and the four institutions were
contemplating setting up something of a joint university. Ginling had more and




T N g, e ity e L

E. D, 8picer, Summer 1940

more students arriving in Shanghai who wanted to finish their work, so the college -
docided ‘that it would be wise to open a branch in cooperation with the other insti=
tutions, offering such courses as they could with the faculty available, and especi=-
ally such courses as were needed by our own seniors. It was therefore necessary to
send to Shanghai some of the faculty from Wuchang. Four of the Chinese faculty
were able to secure seats on the train for Hongkong, though the train was almost as
crowded as the boats and much more liable to delay through bombing; one foreigh
member of the faculty flew a little later from Hankow %o Hongkongs Some other mem=
bers of the faculty were summoned from temporary employment. A group of about
twelve instructors and sixty students opened a branch of Ginling in the YWCA build-
ing at 133 Yuen Ming Yuen Road ~ herc, %oo, with largely borrowed equipment. Again,
no residential accommodation was provided for students, but many of them and some
faculty members lived in the YWCA hostel which was situated conveniently near, also
on Yuen lMing Yuen Road. Of course with so small a faculty, it was impossible to
give anything in the nature of a fully-rounded program, but certain necessary courses
for completing work could be given, and more satisfactory arrangements worked out
than if the college had been giving no work of its own. Fortunately, all the insti-
tutions were holding their classes downtown, and all were fairly near together, but
even so it meant a lot of Yunning backwards and forwards between classes, and
conditions in general were not very favorable for study. Two teachers from the
Physical Education Department were in Shanghai, and arrangements were made for the
use of the Favy YMCA gymnesium so that it was possible to complete the courses of
those working in that department,

Almost as soon as the term was well under way, discussion again arose as to
what was the best plan for the next year, Should Ginling remain divided in two
parts - one in Shanghei, one in Chengtu - or should it be reunited again either
in Shanghai or in Chengtu, or in still some other place? In April, Dr, Wu arrived
in Shanghai from Chengtu, and decisions had to be reached, It was not altogether
easy, as there was much to be said on every side of the question. Shanghai was
far nearer our normal base, and there werc more schools in that neighborhood from
which we werc accustomed to draw our students. On the other hand, as long as we
remained in Shanghai, the difficulty and expense of renting any suitable buildings
would make it impossible to have enything in the nature of residential life, With~
out that, and with a depleted faculty, Ginling could offer only about half a col=-
lege course, and there would be no incentive for a student to choose Ginling rather
than one of thc ether institutions, all of which were co-educational. Horeover,
the general fecling was that Shanghal was an unnatural and not too good environe
ment for students, and that Freoc China really offercd more scope and challengo.,
There was & good deal of discussion about the possibility of working out a special
course such as would be more adapted to thc necds of the time, and of opening the
college in a smaller place, such as Kieting, where we might be free to work out
our own exporiments, rather than in Chongtu. This later turnod out to be impossible,
owing to the fact that we were unable to obtain the buildings we had hoped for,
and also to the imposition by the Government of its own curriculum requirements in
all registered schoolsi However, in the decision to move westward, these consid-
erations werc faced, and there was no doubt folt that it would be wiser for Ginling
to concontrate all its strength in the West, although we fully realized that only
a small proportion of the student body then in Shanpghai would be able to move west=
ward with us.

Dr, Wu returned to Chengtu to make plans there for the building of a dormi-
tory where we might house our students when we opened in the fall, and those in
Shanghai began making preparations for the journey. This involved endless enquiries
as to possible routes, eand a trip to Nanking by two of the foreign members of the.
faculty to select a minimum amount of equipment and books to be taken westward.

The journey to lanking revealed that, though the peak of the refugee need was
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now passed, work on the campus in Nanking was still going on. All camps had to be
closed = by order - by the end of liay, but a summer school had been opeonod by moans
of which the most needy cases were btaken care of. The campus looked wonderfully
beautiful, snd even the buildings showed little sign, except for dirt on the walls,
of the terrible scencs which had occurred. Plans werc under way for opeuning two
series of classes in tho fall, ono for girls of middle school age, and ons [for
women who had lost all means of livelihood to give them skills sufficient to sarn
their living. Ginling in Nanking was as active as ever, though the activity was

of a different nature,

The torm's work in Shanghai was broughtto a successful conclusion by the
united Baccalaureate and Commencement oxercises held by the seven Christian uni=
versities and collegus which had been working togethor during that torm.

Some of the faculty members who had beon working in Shenghai werc going on
furlough, othcers were going abrosd for further study, still others were not able
 to leave Shanghai for family reasons, so thers wore only six members of the faculty

(four Chincso and two foreign) and six students who left Shanghai for Chengtu on
July 13. The first part of the trip as far us Hongkong was casy, but from then
omwards the route was uncertain. Henkow was still in Chinesc hands, but how long
would it romain so? Tho railway betwecn Kowloon and Hongkong was subject to con~
stant bombing - was it safe to travol that way? Bven if Hankow should be safely
reached, would it bo possible to get passage on the very crowded river boats? If
that routc werc not possible, was the bus route through Liuchow possiblc or not e
If it was possible, how much lugzage could be taken thet way? The majority of the
books had been sent by bool post to Kunming to be forwarded from there - but even
so, we had several containers which secmed filled with equipment of various kinds,
not to mention our own personal luggage, which seemed too much for buses, When
the party arrived in Iiongkong, it found that even Dr., Wu at Hankow hardly knew
which way to advise, On arrival, word was received from her to come by rall to
Hankow. The same duy another airmail lotter arrived saying that it was impossible
to get bookings on any stemmer, and thuat the party had better go by the bus route.
Finally e third message was roceived saying that bookings from Hankow had been
secured and that the party should proceed by traln to Hankow.

Train bookings were fairly easy to secure, but the train's departure was
delayed. Postponed from Thursday to Friday, end from Friday to Saturdey, it was
again postponed on Saturday after evoiryons was sbourd and the whistle had sounded,
for & bridge not far up the linc had been bombed, and was in nced of repalr. How-
ever, on Monday &fternoon the train finally started. Four more students hed joined
the group at Hongkong, making tho party number sixteen. Two nights and the first
day wera uneventful, but on the second day, when the train hud alrcady arrived in
Hunan province, and had pussed the capital, Changhsa, it stopped and the passengers

scatbored in the fields nearby because of bombing chead. No sounds were heard
then, but whon the train drew into Yochow, the platform and city were still smoking
with the results of thc morning's bombings, and farther chead, the linc had been
damaged: From six in thc evoning until noon tho next day, the train remained in
the station opposite the bombed platform, waiting for, the line sheud to be repairedi
The weather was hot, ond o stotionary troin is one of tho hottest places on such a
night. By noon next day, the line was sufficiently repaired to enable tho train
to creep round the hole at tho very slowest pece at which o train can go, end
Wuchung was reached that night with no furthor mishap., Two o.m. is not tho most
conveniont time of night at which to arrive, but on o moonless night it heas the
advontage of not being a likely timc for a visit of the "friendly neighbors" in
pirplanes who have a marked affection for roilwoy stations. '

T —————
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It hed been thought that as bookings had already been secured, the party would
leave Hankow fairly soon, but although the bout was in port, it was undergoing re-
pair ~ and rather slowly - so that a wait of three weeks was necessary before pro-
ceeding up-river. Accommodation was provided in the LMS compound, and the wait
was as pleusant as possible in a city which was subjoct to constant air~-raids; as
the compound wes locuted in the former British concession, and the Japunese seemed
at that time to be avoiding not only the French but the former foreign concessions
as woll, the party felt fairly safe personully, although constantly reminded of
those who did not, by the rush into the concession of thousands of poorer Chinese
25 soon os the sirens shrieked their warnings. Useful occupation was found ot the
godown of the International Red Cross, where supplies sent from abroad were being
repacked cnd sent out to the hospitils, end also at a working party, where sheets,
pillow cases, and bandages werc being made. Iowever, wlthough the living quarters
were comfortable and there was work to do, it was with relief that the group boarded
" the good ship Wanliu. By that timc the party had grown considerably, as entering
freshmen hed joined it, so that finally those who loft Wucheng =~ faculty members,
students, and a few friends - werc thirty-four in all. There were four first-class
and thirty deck passongers. ‘It was hard indecd to see what was moant by the deck,
as the narrow passage around the Chinesc cabins was crammcd with the luggage of
the poople in the cabin, and it was hard indeed to sec where thirty people were
going to sleep and live for ten days or moro. By thc rule of the boat, foreigners =
of whom there wore mow three - have to trawel first-class, so thoy and on¢ Chinese
faculty member occupied the first-class cabins.  Aftcr the boat had left Hankow,
the captain allowed the studonts to dome from the lower dock to the upper, wherc
thure wos much more room, and thoy campod out thore throughout the voyage. There
was little rain, the weathor was hot; and the deck was really as pleasant & place
as any to slcep, espocially as the ship provided cots. But those who slept out
on deck had to get up early to pormit the decks to be washed. Considering how
crowded travelling conditions were, the Journey was really a very pleasant one,
the scenery through the Gorges was lovoly, and Chungkihg was reached without mishap,

At each stage in the journey it soemed as if the next stage would be compara=
tively easy; from Hongkong it scomed as though to reach Hankow would be the end of
all major difficulties, while from Hankow it looked as though when Chungking wes
reached, it really could be felt that all difficulties werc at an end. But atb
Hankow therc was much anxzious waiting for the boat, while at Chungking tho diffi-
culty was that of buses to Chengtu. Dre Wu had tried to securc some means of
accommodation, but her efforts had not boen successful. All buses going to Chengtu
wore crowded, and people assured us that a party of our size would take weeks to
get off. Howcver, bocause of the valiant efforts of somc of the Chinsse instructors,
places on buses were secured group by group = in one case a whole bus; in another
case a privatc car - and within ten days tho whole group had left Chungking for
Chengtu. Tho last members of the group to arrive in Chengtu reached therc on Sop=-
tembor 13, just two months after they had loft Shanghai for Hongkong.

This journcy marked thc end of the Journcyings of Ginling as a group, for since
that datc, Ginling as a collegs has been established at Chengtu, though non-college
work still continues on the campus in Nanking. The buildings that have boen put
up at Chengtu on the campus of West Chine Urnion University by its kind permission
consist of one dormitory (which last ycar housed about 150 students and 18 faculty
members), one gymnasium, and a small music building. For the rest, we are in debt
to the hospitality of West China Union University, which shares with us (much to
their inconvenience though we do pay some rent), some of their classrooms, their
laboratorics, and the library. On the whole, we are well off, espoeially for
refugces.
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The first year our enrolment was about 100, tho second year about 1560; and we
expect a further incroase* next yoar of about thirty more students who will be
accommodated in the dormitory; thé fuculty will live elsewhere. The living quarters
in the dormitory arc somowhat crowded (four students in two double-declkcr beds in
small rooms, and a dining room crowded to capacity), but still they erc passabloe
and much better thon some of the ones refugees have to put up with.

I have alroady mentioned the fact that in Shanghai we had hoped it might be
possiblec to revise our curriculum so as to bring it wmorc into line with the actual
necds of the time, but that the enforecing of & standard curriculum on all colleges
and universitics by the Ministry of Education made that impossible. However, we
did have a Freshman Month during tho time that the wpper classes were undergoing
military training. During that time we endecvorod to give the freshmen & cloarer -
grasp of the pgeneral situation in China, ond also of the locnl envirommont in dife
ferent phases, so thet they might try to study intelligently ageinst the background
of thoir own timeos. After o week of goenerul lecturcs and sight-secing, they woro
divided into two proups, which studied for threc days canch the following genereal
fiolds: Educational and Cultural, Hoalth and Recreational, Rural (during which =
threc=diy visit to the neighboring small town of Heintu wis arranged), Economicy
end Socicl. Considerable interest was croused among tho students, and the foculty
corteinly learncd a lot in planning for the trips and loctures, but probably not
cnough time was token in plamning for the intorest thus - stimulated to bu goared
into roguler class work, and it wos probubly an isolited month rother thon the bes
ginning of & new atteck on class work. The last woelk, it may be sald, was used
to test, discuss, and to carry & little further tho improssions ond knowlcdgu that
had beon geined during the, niddle two wockss '

A further outcome of the cffort to make the collegse scrvo more adequately the
needs of the time was thc estublishment ot Jenshow, cbout two duys' journey by rick-
show from Chongtu, of a rurcl centre where work could be bogun among rural women,
and wherc students might gein exporience during their vacations, evon though it
was too for from Chengbu to be usud during tho torm. This centrc has gow becn active
for two yeoars, «nd has boon successful in beginning educctioncl, heclth, cnd some
industrial work among the women and childron. Each vacction has scen a group of
Ginling students out thore, helping with the rogulor work wnd proscnting speeial
progroms. Miss Highbzugh, who has had considerable cxperience of work in rural
districts in North China, joincd it the fall of 1939, and Phoebc Hoh, ¢ Ginling
groduate of 1920, has also worked there for o considerublc poriod. :

Life at Chengtu hes not procecded without interruptions. In lMuy 1939, hcavy
roids occurrced in Chungking, ond naturclly the question aroso os to whéther it would
be wiscr to remain in Chongtu or to move farther into tho country. On June 11,
Choengtu itsulf was bombed = four bombs, Two of which did not explode, fell on the
campus., Onc student was killed and others werc injured. Thc quostion again came
up &s to wherc it might be possible to go in event of further bombing und tentative
plans were mede. But the difficulty of moving people and oquipment and providing
cdequate accommodetion wes so weute thet it was felt that education of anything
like college stenderd must be continucd ot Chengtu or not ot all. -

Such is tho outline of the bere facts of Ginling's history sinco the war began =
a yeart!s scattered work and journeying, and then two years in Chengtu. And whet of
the spirit which has cnimated the life of the college during those years = what of
the work thet hes been donef The suthor of this account has been in all three of the
centres = Wuchang for the first term, Shanghal for the second, a brief visit %o
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*In September, 1940, the enrolment was 200,
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Nanking, the journey from Shanghai to Chengtu, and two years in Chengtu. T think
it can be szid with truth that on the whole, the spirit has been one of cheerful
acceptance of the various inconveniences and hardships that have come the way of all
during these years. I do not wish to suggest that any superhumun standard has been
reached; there have been many rubs, and some personal difficulties, and one has
found thls thing hard to bear, and another that. But still, on the whole, the spirit
has been good, and much of real hardship and danger has been borne with choerfulness
and courage. It is probably true that the actual dangers - as during the air-raids
in Hankow or Chengtu - or temporary hardships are borne with a greater conscious
desire to behave well, than the everyday inconveniences of life in a crowded dormi-
tory, which cease to be a novelty after a month or two and become just a permanent
nuisance. But even the daily inconveniences of life are known for what they are =
the direct result of the war, the outcome of the effort to carry on the work of
higher education in spite of Japan's apparent desire to crush it out - and they are
borne in that spiriti Chengtu up to the end of the summer term, 1940, had suffered
only one serious air-raid, but the warnings have beon numerous, and on about ten
occas1onu the Japanese planes have reached Chengtu, though in most cases they have
damnged only the air-fieclds and neighboring villages. Many nights have been inter-
rupted, and long hours spent in the dugouts or out in the fields. The calmness
and even cheerfulness of the students during these hours of walting, and their abil-
ity to continue their work is really amazing, and is an earnest example of the
spirit of the Chinese people which will not easily be broken.

War-time work of various sorts has been carried on in all places where Ginling
hos stayed for longer or shorter times - sewing, bandage making, caring for wounded
soldiers (this was especianlly true in Wuchang), visiting soldiers' families and try-
ing to help in their relicf, and other work of that kind., But it is not easy to do
much concenfrqtod war work while still carrying on full-time college work, and in
Chengtu ot least mony of the students have felt that the best time for them to give
is the vacation rather than the term=time. Service projccts of various kinds have
been plammed for both winter and summer vacations, and students have volunteered
for these in greater numbors than could be successfully uscd and organized. In
the summer of 1939, two such projects were organized from Chengtu. In one, groups
of students were sent out on the road from Chengtu to Shensi, where they worked
among the people, among wounded soldiers where there were any, and among loborers
on the road. The other project provided for students to tour a group of towns in
another part of Szechuan, giving educational and heclth work wherever they went,
and stirring up poatriotism., It would not be true to suggest that every student
does regular and self-sacrificing war work; as far from the front as Chengtu is,
life is rather normal in some respects, and the requirements of a college curriculum
“in China are sufficiontly heavy to demand most of the time of most of the students.
But the question of what war work they can do most effectively with the strength
and time &t their disposal is & very real one for momny of the students, and especi-
ally for the administration and faculty.

Religious work has gone on in all the centres ot which Ginling has camped or
stoyed. In Wuchang, Ginling students were encouraged to attend the regular morning
chapel services at Hwa Chung, and informal prayer meotings were held in the evenings
in the @Ginling Hostel. In Shanghai, the irregularities of the students! hours made
anything like a regular meeting impossible, but lunch-time discussion groups, mainly
on religious topics, were held quite successfully cmong the students. The attend=-
snce at those meetings was not large, but the students who did come discussed fairly,
freely, ond showed how well aware they werc of the problems that fuce Qhristians in a
world which seems delivered over to the forces of aggression and hate. Preyers,
either in the morning or the ovening, were held throughout the journey from Shang-
hoi to Chengbtu - on train, boat, or while waiting at differont points - and
formed o very real rallying point for tho encouragement and the comfort of the




group on what was not always a safe, and often an uncomfortable jourmey. ‘Since
arriving in Chengtu, the religious activities of the college have followed their
normal course, So far as I can judge, in Free China there has not been that marked
turnlng to religion which has taken place in the occupied areas, where thé church

is often the only institution remaining which stands for the welfare and salvation
of the people, and where suffering of the deepest kind has turned their thouwhts

to the things of the spirit. In Free China, the concern is more with the immediate
and the material, not with the ultimate and the spiritual; and while there is an
ective interest in many problems, some of them concerned with religion, the interest
in religion is much as it always has been, intense in the few, present in many, and
absent in some., But the growing sense of the thinking Chinese that there are many
internal problems to be faced, and the growing consciousness of Christian students’
and faculty alike that there is real connection between Christianity and politics,
and that Christian students must and s¢hould have something to contribute on matters
political - though, as yet, they do not know what - should result in the stirring
of their understanding to hidden depths in both Christianity and politics.

As one looks back over the past three years and thinks of what the college has
gone through in the midst of the national crisis, it is hard to sum up any striking
offocts and differonces. So much effort has gone into mointaining the normal life
and work - and on the whole with success, though work has inevitably slumped some=-
what - that it is hard to say what changes have taken ploce in the spirit and
temper of Ginling. A certain hardening, perhaps = o capucity to bear greater
hardships, which makes the spirit both more¢ enduring and more resilient; at the
same time, o widening and deepening of the horizon. The travel and the change of
place has brought o far clearer realization of the vastness of China, and of the
greatness of its opportunitics and their challenge, und at the same time, an in-
sight into the depths and difficulties of the problems which China must face both
now and after the war. A certain relaxation in meoting difficulties, a refusal to
live at tension the whole time, is also characteristic of Ginling, and I think of
China ot large - a relaxation which is at times irritating to the outsider who
wishes to see things done at a higher'tension and in a groeater hurry, but which
speoks well for the possibility of a long resistance, and which matches well the
vastness ond difficulty of the problems which camnot possibly be met in a hurry.

But such goeneralizations have little value, Ginling has gone into the melting
pot of China's war. She has withstood, and still meintains her identity ond her
spirit. Whet she will be like when she emerges it is huard to say = but something,
I dare wager, of which her Founders and their Founder, Jesus Christ himself, will
not need to be ashamed.
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e s 1941,

WHAT SHOULD THE TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY MEAN TO GINLING COLLEGE?

INCREASED STRENGIH - material, intellectual, and spiritusl - is the goal of the
plans of the Anniversary year. Ginling College is already widely known
as an expression of America's friendship toward China and of the superb
qualities of Chinese womanhood. The Anniversary year presents itself as
an opportunity for the consolidation of these convictions and the enlarge=
ment of the circle of those to whom they belong,

avenue of reminiscence is the one most naturally first teken in approach
to such an occasions The years of which 1940-41 is Ginling's 25th tell a
story richly fraught for both China and America with memories well worth
the recalling,

In China, this background is, first of all, that of the genesis and growth
of the preparatory schools, a new phenomenon in China's Tacilitios
for the education of girls. When the plan for Ginling was eonceived
in the second decade of this century, these schools were ready to
give edequate college preparation,

Secondly, there are the unique characteristics of China's life during
the quarter century =~ social, educational, economic, governmental,
and religious = which offered the opportunities ewaiting women with
college training and of which the Importance was evident in their
earliest beginnings. The richness and the extent of this opportunity
has been matched by the ability of Ginling graduates to enter upon it,

Thirdly, in the several crises, = dramatic testing times of the
twenty-five years = memory brings proof of unvarying courage, energy,
and loyalty,

In America, Ginling's twenty=five years have brought experiences of
coopsration, generosity, and mutual faith, which = in being brought
to mind et this time of special stress - will have a beneficent
effect, Missionary and educational fellowship stretched on the
loom the warp and woof of early Americen Support = in money and
personnel  for this first women's college of the Yangtze Valley,
The pattern of group and individual effort which haed Just begun to
take form when Ginling opened its doors in 1915, was enriched with
deoper color during the first three years of this eontury's second
decade when the new campus was bought and buildings erected, and
has held firm its original texture, sven as it has increased its
dimensions during subsequent yeers. Americe has profited both in
giving and receiving: through the faculty service of American
wemen in Ginling, through the acquaintance of American visitors
with the College at its Nanking home, and through the participation
of American iriends in tho achievemonts and service of Ginling

Eraduates. i




BEven as the consolidation of past and present strength comes naturally down
the avenues of memory, it will reach Tho body of the College so much
in need of just this experience today.

At the point where the burden is heaviest = upon President Wu and her
fellow administrators and instructors = it will bring reassurance
of Taith and the testimony of 8dditional financial support.

To the alumnae of the College, scattered in a country rent by hostile
invasion, there Will be sen% evidence of the increased interest of
distant friends in what they are doing, more complete information of
the life and work of their fellow alumnae, and reaffirmetion of the
ideals which have directed the College and inspired its undergraduate
bOdyo

To groups of friends and supporters in America, there will be brought
a story of steady end high purpose, of past and present fortitude

in face of danger, and pride in the privilege of sharing peril and
service,

Extension of interest far beyond the number of those now counted within the
‘ Ginling family will result. Within the personnel of the eight Cone
tributing Units, there may well rise up more steady sponsorship
Tor increased apportionments of assured income and enthusiesm
which will add largely to the numbers of individual donors of
annual gifts, Outside of the Units, we may expect to attraet
many new friends, as Ginling shows itself to be one of the cer=
tainties in a shaken world. These new friends can be led to
choose their giving within the range of annual gifts, single
larger sums, or estate pledges,




WHO WILL DIRECT THE ANNIVERSARY FPROGRAM?

The Twenty-fifth Anniversary Committee, wnder the chairmanship of
Trs. Dwight Ws Morrow and Mrs. Harold B. Hoskins
with its executive group and its national committee.

Questions of relationship and responsibility for early discussion
and decision include those presented by: -

1, The Founders! Committee on American Support (a standing
committee of the Board) With s membership of eight,
representing the Contributing Units and co~opted meme
bership of the Board of Founders;

2. The avenues of information and appeal already in use
Tor the meinterance of regular annuel income, Such &s:

Membership of the Board of Founders; Former
Members of the Faculdy of Ginling College;
Private Schools and Colleges other than Smith;
Smith Alumnee Committee for Ginling.

Statements in regard to goal and emphasis must be clearly in the minds
g e Anniversary. The plan of

organization of the Annzversary Commlttee has stated the first
financial goal as that of a token gift of $25,000, The Committee
will wish to consider whether a sufficient challenge can be found
to assure the matching or doubling of this token gift; whether, for
instance, that challenge can be expressed in a large conditional
gift or in the appropriateness of presenting a larger sum to justify
the presence of President Wu Yi~-fang in this country next spring,

Pacts of privation, sacrifice, and danger in the life of Ginling
today are constantly minimized by President Wu, her teachers,
and students« The facts cannot be crudely stated without giving
offense to those who are bearing the hardships and dangers. Yet
their recognition is inevitable and appropriate, both because
their existence is one of the measures of the claims Ginling mekes
upon us in the world of today's suffering.

A completel constructlve effeot of the Anniversary year on the future
of the College is another question upon which thlnking will early
be clarified. The negative side of this problem is the avoidance
of such dangers of non~constructive effect as

(2) that old friends be asked to make gifts for the Anniversary
which will lessen their annual gifts for regular income;

(b) that time and effort be spent in informational programs or
publicity which will not be followed up; :

(¢) that the fundamental necessity of individual personal
appeal be minimized.

Finally, what use can be made of pledges? Should all gifts not made
immediately in cash be payable before.the end of the present col-
lege year, or is a three~ or five~year term desirable?




WHAT ARE THE TQOLS FOR THE PROGRAM?

1, Message from Pr931dent'wu Yiefang to Mrs. Morrow quotable statement of
official blessing on the Anniversary.

2, Message from the faculty on the field to the former faculty members in America.

3e For publication in similar format:

(1) Brief biography of Wu Yi-fang;

(2) The story of the 25 Years;

(3) Ginling Today in Chengtu;

(4) Ginling Today in Nanking; ’

(5) Alumnae Biographies: thirty to forty oneé~page sketches with photograph.

For quotation and reference or individual giftb:

(1) "Por the Healing of the Nations" by Henry Pitney Van Dusen, with
references to the women's ¢olleges as America's most significant
cultural contribution, and speeifically to Ginling and its President;

(2) “"Chine Rediscovers her West", edited by Wu Yi-fang and Frank Price,
with a chapter on the colleges by Ye G. Chen of the University of
Nanking and on the work of women in the war by Wu Yi=fang;

/ﬁ:79 (3) "Thé Amaging Chinese" by Willis Lamott, pamphlet, largely pictorial,
- including references to the colleges and to the distinction of
e Tu Yi=fang's national service; :

(4) "An Epicure in China®, with introduction by Lu Gwei=djen, Ginling A.Be
and Cambridge (England) Ph.De, whose present researches in bio=
chemistry are taking an important place in the vitamin field;

(5) Autobiography of Liu En-lan, Ginling A.B. and Oxford (England) Ph.D,, =
orlglnally prepared in competition for the Atlantic Monthly novel
prize, now in manuscript form in the possession of the Ginling
office in New Yorke

(6) Victrola record, giving China~wide story of Ginling service, = simulated
re~broadcast of a radio symposium (inéluding material recently
brought to this country by a Des Moines radio lecturer);

(7) Motion Pictures and Slides:
Present stock: "It Happened at Ginling®, story~-picture in 3 reels
Refugee service of Ginling in Nanking, 1 reel
200 35mm. slides of pre-war Ginling, the trek to
West China, Ginling in Chengtw, and in Nanking;
(8) "Mothers of the World" = a Christmas Play, given on the Ginling cempus
in Chengtu, Christmas, 1939, = for publication might well have the
addition of editorial prologue and epilogue; and other dramas given
on the Ginling campus.

(9) History of Ginling College, now in process of composition by Mrs.
Thurston, first president of the College, who is in Nenking for
this purpose, « if this material is not available from lrs. Thurston
temporary substitute will be provided in brief form here,

(10) Speskers = Ginling elumnae in America and others who know the college;

(11) Visit of President Wu Yiefang to America in the spring of 1941, as
the culmination of the program,
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

DR. HU SHIH, author, scholar and diplomat, born at Shang-
hai, Kiangsu, December 17, 1891, comes from an old Anhwei
family. His father, who was a scholar of high attainment and
was known for his geographical explorations and researches,
died when Hu Shih was only three years old. He was brought
up by his mother to whom, he says, he owes everything.

In 1910, he passed the government examination for an in-
demnity scholarship and was sent to America. He first entered
Cornell University in the College of Agriculture, and was later
transferred to the College of Arts and Science, where he devoted
himself to English literature, political science, and philosophy.
He was elected to the Phi Beta Kappa Society in 1913 and was
awarded the Hiram Corson Prize for his essay on Robert Brown-
ing in 1914. After his graduation in 1914, he continued his stud-
ies in philosophy and was given a graduate scholarship at the
Sage School of Philosophy in Cornell University.

In 1915, he went to Columbia University, where he remained
for two years. He wrote his doctoral dissertation on The Devel-
opment of Logical Method in Ancient China. It was during these
two years that he gradually developed his ideas of a radical re-
form in Chinese literature. These ideas were later formulated
into an article entitled Suggestions for the Reform of Chinese
Literature which was simultaneously published in La Jeunesse
and the Chinese Students Quarterly. This article formed the first
manifesto of the “Literary Revolution” and its historical place
was only superseded by another article of his entitled 4 Con-
structive Revolution in Chinese Literature (La Jeunesse, April,
1918), which embodied the results of mature reflection and
fruitful experimentation. Dr. Hu is the first Chinese poet to
devote himself to writing poetry exclusively in the spoken lan-
-guage. He has published over a hundred poems in the vulgate
which he calls “experimental poetry.” It is to his satisfaction
that through his efforts the “vulgar tongue” of the people was
recognized as “the national language” of China and used
throughout the country as the new medium of education and
literature.

In 1917 he became professor of philosophy at the Peking
National University and in 1922 dean of the department of Eng-
lish Literature. “Philosophy,” as he is fond of saying, “is my life
work and literature is my hobby.” In 1918, he published a
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course of lectures on the Philosophy of the Mo School and in
1919, the first volume of his History of Chinese Philosophy.
In 1925, he was invited by the British Government to serve
on the Advisory Committee on the British China Indemnity.
He went to England in 1926 and re-visited America in 1927,
In 1928 he became President of the China National Institute
at Woosung. In 1930 he moved back to Peiping to undertake
the editing of a series of Chinese translations of European
classics and history and became dean of the College of Letters
of the National Peking University and chairman of the Trans-
lation Committee of the China Foundation for the Promotion
of Education and Culture. Collected Essays were published in
1920, 1924, 1930, and 1936, forming fourteen volumes in toto.
Since 1931, he has been chairman of the China Council of the
Institute of Pacific Relations, and was chairman of the Chinese
Delegation to the 1931, 1933, and 1936 Conferences of the Insti-
tute. In 1933, he was Haskell Lecturer at the University of
Chicago, which in 1934 published his lectures under the title
Chinese Renaissance.

In 1936, he was awarded the degree of Litt.D. by Harvard
University at its Tercentenary celebration. He also received
LL.D. from the University of Hongkong (1935), Columbia Uni-
versity (1939), the University of Chicago (1939), and the
University of California (March, 1940) . Also Duke University,
Clark University, Wesleyan University, Brown University and
Yale University, June, 1940. He received L.H.D. from the Uni-
versity of Southern California (1936) and D.C.L. from Union
College, June, 1940. Dr. Hu is correspondent Member and
Councilor of the Academia Sinica, Member of the Prussian
Academy of Science, Honorary Member of the American Acad-
emy of Arts & Sciences (Boston), and Member of the American
Philosophical Society (Philadelphia).

From 1932 to 1937, he edited and published The Independent

 Critic, a -weekly review of liberal opinion. From September,
1987, to July, 1938, he traveled and lectured in the United
States and Canada. He was appointed Chinese Ambassador to
the United States in September, 1938.

He married Miss Kiang Tung-shiu in December, 1917, and
has two sons. ‘

HERE is a general impression that the Chinese woman

has always occupied a very low place in Chinese society.

The object of this paper, however, is to try to tell a dif-
ferent story, to show that, in spite of the traditional oppression,
the Chinese woman has been able to establish herself a position
which we must regard as a fairly exalted one. If there is a moral
to this story, it is that it is simply imposible to suppress women,
— even in China. ,

I shall begin with these interesting lines from the Book of
Odes, which is the richest and most authentic source of mate-
rials for our study of the social life of ancient China before the
8th Century B.C.:— :

When a son is born,
Let him sleep in the bed,
Clothe him with fine dress,
And give him jades to play with.
How lordly his cry is!
May he grow up to wear crimson
And be the lord of the clan and the tribe!

When a daughter is born,
Let her sleep on the ground,
Wrap her in common wrappings,
And give her broken tiles for her playthings.
May she have no faults, nor merits of her own;
May she well attend to food and wine,
And bring no discredit to her parents!

This frank partiality to sons and neglect of daughters does not
require any apology or comment. It is simply a sociological and
anthropological fact which womankind has always had to face
in every part of the world. It is against such a hostile back-
ground that woman has had to struggle and slowly win he
position in the family and in the larger world. :

NOTE: This paper was read in 1931 before the American Association of Uni-
versity Women in Tientsin, China. A summary of it was read at a meeting of
friends of Ginling College for Women sponsored by Mrs. Dwight Morrew, Mrs.
Louis F. Slade, Mxs. Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. and others on December 5..1940, at
the Cosmopolitan Club in New York City. The paper is now printed 2s it was
written nine years ago.

H. §.
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Even in ancient China, women were playing an im:pqrtan:t
part in political life. Confucius told us that, of t.he ten bull'd.‘ers
of the Chou Empire, one was a woman. He did not mention
who she was, nor what she did. But in those ancient odes which
sang the early history of the Chou people before its eastward
migration and conquest, we read high tributes paid to the great
women who helped to make their race great. Indeed the poet-

historians traced the origin of this race to a virgin woman who, .

through an immaculate conception, gave birth to Hou Tsi who
taught his people the art of agriculture and became the founder
of a great race and a great dynasty. Probably women enjoyed a
peculiarly high position among this western people. For, in
their quasi-historical poems, their great rulers were almost al-
ways mentioned together with their wives: the Tai Wang mi-
grated with his wife; Wang Chi’s marriage with Tai Jen was
celebrated in one of the odes; and Tai Szu, Wen Wang’s con-
sort, was praised more than once in these poems. Tai Szu gave
birth to ten remarkable sons of whom one conquered the Yin
empire and founded the Chou Dynasty which lasted almost 800
years, and another was the Duke of Chou, a great general and
statesman.

But in the later history of the Chou Dynasty, the part played
by the women did not seem to be always beneficial. The West-
ern Empire fell to the hands of the Barbarians in 721 B.C. and
history attributed its downfall to the work of a woman, Pao Szu.
Thus the poets sang:

Glorious was the Chou House,
It was Pao Szu who ruined it.

Authentic history did not tell us how she did it, but she must
have been a truly wonderful woman to be able to ruin a great
dynasty. For the poets said in another ode:

The wise man founded the city,

But the wise woman destroys it.

Alas! this wise woman,

A bird of evil omen is she!

A woman with a long tongue

Is surely a stepping stone to ruin.
Disaster does not descend from Heaven,
1t comes from Woman.

[6]

This is a condemnation of woman, but it is at the same time a
clear indication of the important role played by women in those
days. Woman must occupy a very important position before she
can ruin a city or a nation. ..

Throughout Chinese history, there were many great women
whose political achievement was not merely due to their status
as Empresses or Empress-dowagers. An ordinary person with no
marked talents can achieve nothing even though she is placed
in most exalted positions of the empire. But these Chinese
women did honor to the positions they occupied in history.
Such was the Queen-Regent of Ts'i who reigned for almost 40
years and whose sagacity in internal government and diplomacy
kept the Kingdom of Ts’i out of the devastating wars which
ruined the nations in the third century B.C. She was once asked
to solve the puzzle of unchaining a chain of jade rings. She took
a hammer and broke the chain with the exclamation: “I have
solved it!”

In the founding of the Han Empire which lasted four hun-
dred years, two women played very important parts.' The
Empress Lii (died 180 B.C.), wife of the Founder of the Dyn-
asty, came from the common people and had no education. But
she was a woman of great shrewdness and capable of most de-
cisive and brutal action. It was she who murdered Han Hsin
and Peng Yueh, the two great generals whose power could
threaten the safety of the Empire. The other woman was the
Empress Tou (died 135 B.C.) who also came from the people
and was in power for 45 years. She was a believer in Lao-tse’s
political philosophy of Non-interference and required all her
children and grandchildren and her own clansmen to study the
works of Lao-tse and other Taoist philosophers. Throughout
the long reign of her husband and her son, the imperial policy
was one of laissez faire and strict economy which allowed the
people to recuperate from the effects of long wars and to de-
velop their own resources. At the end of her reign, the Empire
had attained the height of general prosperity and the govern-
ment had endeared itself to the people, so that it was possible
for her grandson, Wu Ti, to carry out his policy of construction
and expansion and to build up an empire of greater China.

In the most glorious days of the T’ang dynasty, a great
woman, the Empress Wu Chao, ruled over the empire for 45
years (660-705), during a part of which period she actually

{7}
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declared herself, not merely Empress-Regent, but Emperor of
her newly founded Dynasty of Chou and reigned of her own
right for 16 years. She was a woman of great literary talent and
political genius, and her long reign was marked by territorial
expansion and cultural advancement. -

I shall not go on enumerating the empresses who ruled vast
empires, nor the imperial favorites who ruined great dynasties.
I think I have said enough to show that the Chinese woman was
not excluded from political life and that she has played no mean
role in the long history of the country.

II

N the non-political spheres of life, the Chinese woman, too,
has achieved positions of honor and distinction. The great-
est honor goes to Ti Yung, of the family of Chuen-yu, who

was responsible for the abolition of corporal tortures under
the Han Empire. Her father, who was one of the greatest phys-
icians of the age, had been unjustly accused and was to be sub-
jected to bodily tortures. As he had five daughters and no son,
the old doctor, on his way to prison, turned to the girls and
said: “It has been my misfortune to have only daughters and
no son, and I have no one to help me in time of need.” Ti
Yung, the youngest of his five daughters, resolved to help her
father and went to the Capital where she petitioned to the
" Emperor offering herself as a slave in the Imperial Court to
redeem her father from the deadly tortures. Her petition
touched the heart of the benevolent emperor Wen Ti who is-
sued in 167 B.C. his most famous edict ordering the abolition
of all the worse forms of corporal punishment.

In the world of scholarship and literature, Chinese women
have always made important contributions. In the early decades
of the Han Dynasty, when the ancient classics were transmitted
through verbal teaching, 2 woman was responsible for the pres-
ervation and transmission of the text of one of the classics, the
Book of History. Three hundred years later, when the great
historian Pan Ku died in imprisonment (92 A.D.) and his
monumental History of Han was left unfinished, it was a
woman, his sister Pan Chao, who was requested by the Imperial
Government to continue the work and bring it to completion.

[8]

It was she who taught the great scholar Ma Yung to read the
History of Han, thereby publishing it to the world. Pan Chao
was invited to become the teacher of the Empress and the other
ladies of the Court. When the Empress Teng became Regent -
(105-121), she was a kind of political adviser to her. Of her
preserved works, the Lessons for Women in 7 chapters is best
known. In these chapters, she taught the virtue of humility, but
she also advocated the education of women. “The gentlemen
of to-day,” said she, “who educate their sons only and ignore
the instruction of their daughters, have failed to understand the
proper relationship between the sexes. According to tradition,
the boys are taught to read books at the age of eight and will
have acquired some knowledge by the age of 15. May we not do
the same thing for the girls?” These words sound very mild
today, but it must have required much moral courage to utter
them in the year 100 A.D. '

Of all the literary women in Chinese history, the most fam-
ous one was Li Ch’ing-chao, a native of Tsinin and wife of the
scholar Chao Ming-ch’eng. She was born in 1081 and died about
1140. Both her father and mother being talented writers, she
grew up in an atmosphere of culture and refinement. She wrote
well both in prose and in verse, but was particularly noted for
her Tz'u or songs written to popular airs. Hers was an age of
songs; but she was very severe in her criticism of the greatest
poets of the time. Her own songs, of which only a few scores
have been preserved, were highly praised by her contempo-
raries; Hsin Chia-hsien, the greatest master of the Tz'u, openly
admitted that he was sometimes imitating the style of Li Ch’ing-
chao.

Li Ch'ing-chao was probably one of the most striking person-
alities among the Chinese women of historical fame. She was
always frank and never hesitated to write of her real life with
all its love, joy and sorrows. As an example of her frankness, 1
quote these sentences:from her preface to her book on a game
of chance which was then in vogue:

“I love gambling. I am so fond of all forms of gambling that I
can easily forego sleep or forget my food. And I always win, be
the stake large or small. Why? Because I know the games well.
Ever since the War and our migration to the South, frequent
traveling under most trying circumstances has scattered all our
gambling sets, and I have rarely played. But I have never ceased
to think of the games.”

{9l




With the same candor she wrote her “Second Preface” to the
“Catalogue of Bronze and Stone Inscriptions” compiled by her
scholarly husband. As this preface gives us a most charming
picture of the intimate life of a happily married couple, I quote
a few paragraphs to show the place of an educated wife in a
scholarly family: — ‘

“When we were married in 1101, my husband was 21, and was
still a student at the National University. Both our families
being poor, we lived a very frugal life. On the 1st and 1 sth of
every month, my husband had leave of absence from the Uni-
versity to come home. He would very often pawn his belongings
to get 500 cash, with which he would walk to the Market at
Hsiangkuo Monastery and pick up rubbings of ancient stone
inscriptions. These, together with some fresh fruits and nuts,
he would carry home and we would enjoy together the edibles
and the ancient rubbings, forgetful of all our troubles in this
world,

“In later years when my father-in-law became prime minister,
and a number of influential friends were in a position to loan
us rare books to copy, our interest in these antiquarian: objects

~was greatly deepened and we often took great trouble and
sometimes suffered privation in order to buy a rare manuscript,
a fine painting, or an ancient bronze vessel. I remember once
during the Ch'ung-ning Era (c. 1105) we were offered a paint-
ing by Hsu Hsi for sale at the price of 200,000 cash. Although a
son of a prime minister, my husband found it difficult to pay
such high price. We kept the painting for two days and had to
return it to the owner. For several days we could not overcome
our sense of regret and disappointment. o

“When my husband became prefect of two prefectures, he
spent practically all his income on books and antiques. When
a book was bought, he and I would always read it together,
mending the text, repairing the manuscript, and writing the
captions. And when a painting or a bronze vessel was brought
home, we would also together open it, play with it, study its
merits and criticize its defects. Every evening we studied to-
gether till one candle was burned up. In this way our collection
of books surpassed all other collections in the country because
of this loving care which my husband and I were able to
give to it.

“It was my good fortune to be endowed with a very good
memory. Every evening after supper, we would sit together in
the Kwei-lai Hall and make our own tea. We would wager
against each other that such and such a quotation was to be
found on a certain page in a certain chapter of a certain book.
We must number the exact line, page, chapter and volume, and
then check them from the book shelves. The winner was re-
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warded by drinking the first cup of tea. But when one of us
did win, one was so happy that one’s hand trembled with
laughter and the tea would spill all over the floor. So the first
cup was rarely drunk. :
“We were resolved to grow old and die in such a little world
of our own.” ,
Here in this beautiful picture of the domestic life in the
early years of the 12th century, we see absolute equality, intel-
lectual companionship and cooperation, and a little world of
contented happiness. The picture is too good to be true of most
Chinese families; indeed it is too good to be true of most fami-
lies anywhere, in the east or in the west. But it is a most inter-
esting human document which tells us that at least some
Chinese woman once occupied a place which may make some
of us modern people feel not a little envious.

11X

HE question is often asked, How many women in old

China may be said to have received an education? What

proportion of the women had access to this literary edu-
cation?

This question cannot be satisfactorily answered. It varies
with the educational opportunities of the different families
and with the different localities. A family with a literary tradi-
tion usually gave to its women some rudiments of a literary
education; while it takes some strikingly exceptional genius to
pick up a knowledge of reading and writing in a poor and un-
lettered family. Moreover, it is safe to say that women born in
the lower Yangtse Delta had a better chance to an education
than those born in the other provinces. Again, there seems to
have been a gradual spread of the practice of educating the
women, beginning probably with the invention of the printed
book in the ninth century, and becoming more widely spread
during the last four hundred years when the “literary-talented
woman” (ts’ai nii) of the popular novels gradually came to be
accepted as an ideal for women. :

About ten years ago, Mrs. Ch’ien Hsiin, wife of a former
Chinese Minister to Rome, published a “Bibliography of Works
by Woman Writers during the Last Three Hundred Years.”
This lady of 70 years had spent more than ten years in com-
piling this work and I was asked to write an introduction to it.
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I tried to make a statistical analysis of its contents and found

the results most interesting and instructive. In the first place

this bibliography tells us that there were 2310 women in the

:lz;s; thrgf hundred years who had written, and most of them
i‘tselfp?‘ lished, works in the field of literature. This number in
15 r» ‘:,ii:errevelaugfl to me. Secondly, I have classified these
: iters ac ; ir bir i

folloming resuk(;?r :ng to their birthplaces and obtained the

Kiangsu 748 2
Chekiang 706 go«g%
Anuhlm 119 A
Fukien 97 S 29,
Hunan 71 5 %
Kiangsi 57
Chihii 51
Shantung 44
Manchu 42
Kuangtung 38
Hupei 20
Szechuen 19
Honan 18
Kuangsi 15
Shansi 13
Shensi 10
Kweichow 10
Chinese Banners 10
Yunnan 6
Kansu 4
Unclassified 212

Total 2310

Thus Kiangsu and Chekian i
; g had the highest percentag '
-ccl)mmg Vvery near to one-third of the total. Thels)e two pf;;’i:fel;
8 tllusk{&nhul ma'kfe more than two-thirds of the total. Kiangsu
.te:l,‘: O??E’ ?r:hlm, Ful:l)uen and Hunan occupy fully thwree-q‘uar,
¢ total number. These proportions corres ,
exactly to the ratio of geo stribution. ot e
ratic graphical distribution of m, u-
lt)hors and of historical personages which has been (;volrlllcils a‘ut
C}}rl ’gthfer scfho.lars for the same period. All this shows that N(I);:
h1en’s bibliography was representative of cultural d-istribu:
tl‘O;l_‘ ;mcﬁng the female population in the country |
urdly, we must note that, out of the 3000 . i
| | . 3 ; Wi i
about 99 per cent is poetry. ‘There were a few Worksocl;fms nlll;tt;g’
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matics, one on medicine, half a dozen in the field of history, and
about a dozen in classical and philological research. This again
is quite significant in showing that the education which these
women received was purely literary and that the spirit of criti-
cal historical research which characterized the age left no
marked influence on the educated ladies. They read and wrote
poetry, because it was considered respectable for ladies to be
able to do so. Most of these educated ladies learned to paint
pictures, and some of them became accomplished artists.- That,
too, was a part of the literary education. '

To confirm Mrs. Ch’ien’s investigations, I may point out that
the number of woman writers of poetry in the last three hun-
dred years is really amazing. As far as I know, there have been
three important anthologies of poems written by women during
this period. The first anthology was made in 1831 and con-
tained 933 names; the second was a supplement made in 1835
which listed 513 names; and the third was made by Mrs. Ch’ien
Hsiin in 1918 and contained 309 names. The three anthologies
together furnish us with a list of 1755 poetesses. Besides these
anthologies of poems in more or less regular metres which we
call “shih,” there are other anthologies of songs of irregular
lines which are written to existing tunes and which are known
by the name of tz’u. Most of the women who wrote shih also
wrote tz’u. Mr. Hsu Tsi-yu, a well-known collector of books,
has recently published a collection of one hundred complete
works of one hundred women songwriters of this period; and in
addition, he has published an anthology of 2045 songs by 783
women of the last three hundred years.

v

T may be asked, What good has all this literary education
done to the Chinese women? Has it ever led them to revolt
against foot-binding? Has it given the women an oppor-

tunity to be economically more independent? Has it really ele-
vated their position in the family or in society?

It is true that the literary education for women has not led
them to revolt against foot-binding, just as 700 years of rational
philosophy has not opened the eyes of Chinese thinkers to the
horrors of such a perverse and cruel form of “beautifying”
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their women. Nor has this superficial education enabled the
women to become economically more independent, although
not a few well-known woman artists could sell their painting
and calligraphy at a fairly high price. It was considered not
highly reputable for good artists to write or paint for pay; and
it was only in extreme cases of necessity that educated ladies of
good families condescended to sell their pictures or writings.

Nevertheless, this literary education, however superficial and
unpractical, has had the good effect of elevating the position of
the women. In a country where educated men are rare, edu-
cated women are even more scarce and are therefore more re-
spected. Moreover, this literary education gave them a key at
least to book knowledge which, while it may not lead to eman-
cipation or revolution, probably made them better wives and
better mothers. It is not always true that “a little knowledge is
a dangerous thing.” A little knowledge is much better than no
knowledge at all.

In particular, this literary education has had tremendous
value in enabling the women to become better teachers to their
own children. This is invariably true of Chinese girls who were
rarely taught in schools together with the boys, and who would
have a better chance for education if their mothers could teach
them the rudiments of reading and writing. It is therefore safe
to say that the comparatively wide spread of education for
Chinese women during the last three hundred years has been
largely the work of the educated women themselves.

And history is full of evidences of the importance of women’s
education in the lives of their sons. Many a great man in Chi-
nese history received his early education from his mother. The
sage Mencius owed his early training to his mother whose story
has become proverbial. The great statesman and scholar Ou-
yang Shiu (died 1072) lost his father at the age of four and was
taught by his widowed mother who, having no money to buy
paper and brush, used reeds to write characters on the ground
for her son to read. The great Ku Yen-wu (died 1681), the
founder of modern critical scholarship in the last three cen-
turies, told us that his virgin mother who lost her fianceé on
the eve of their wedding and lived a life of widowhood with
her adopted son, was responsible for his early training in his-
torical knowledge and in the love for the Chinese nation. When
the Manchus had conquered the Ming Empire and Manchu
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troops were approaching her native place, she resolved to die
for her country and killed herself by starving 15 days. She
died the day before her city was taken by the Manchus, and
left her last instruction to her adopted son that he must not
accept office or honor under the alien conquerors. Ku Yen-wu
lived 36 years under the new regime, but refused to have any-
thing to do with the new government. He was one of 1ihe few
great spiritual fathers of Chinese nationalism that ql‘tlmately
brought about the downfall of the Manchu rule in China.
Thus has China been rewarded by her women for the little
education they had received. Against all shackles and fetters,
the Chinese woman has exerted herself and achieved for her-
self a place in the family, in society, and in history. S‘.he has
managed men and governed empires; she has contributed
abundantly to literature and the fine arts; and above all she
has taught and moulded her sons to be what they have been.
If she has not contributed more, it was probably because China,
which certainly has treated her ill, has not deserved more of her.







THE STUDENTS' SUMMER SERVICE CORPS OF touo
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by Lin Pao-yong

To Li-Fan on Foot

I was a member of the Student Summer Corps. We went to the
northwestern part of Szechwan this summer. It is a plateau full of
An 0ld Castle mountains and hills. Ways of tramsportation are walking, riding in
"huakans" {mountain chairs), and horseback. The people living there
are minorities of China. :

The corps was founded by the church, supported by many Christians and the
government. We were to serve the minorities in various ways, such as to look after
their diseases, to teach the people, to improve their living comditions, to tell about
the present situation of our country and to testlfy to the Crucified. Rev. Newton Chiang
of the Theological Seminary was our leader.

We walked by the River Min. The road was rough and full of rocks. Sometimes
it was covered by water and sometimes the rocks were broken and hindered the travellers.
We brought some clothes on our backs, wore straw shoes, and had our baggage carried by
human laborers. In nearly every ten 1i distance (three li equal one English mile), we
could get water from a teaz house, and in every twenty to thirty 1li, we could get food
and lodging. The food supply on the road was scanty; on the third and the fourth days
of the journey from Kwanhsien, we only got rice, noodles, soybeans and salt toeat, and
nothing more. We walked forty to sixty 1li a day; and it took us six days to go from
Kwanhsien to Li-Fan.

The first night from Kwanshien we were stopped by rains; so we found a lodging
in a big lumber company. After dinner, we gathered under the light of firebrands. Mr. Roy
led in prayer. He said: "....Where at this high mountain, with moonlight covering our
heads and the running water roaring beneath our feet....". The second day the weather
was firfe. We walked through steep and great mountains. In the morning we suddenly turned
a corner and saw a little valley before us. We saw some men standing on two great logs
gliding down the river. The water was shallow and running “very quickly. It was full
of rocks and turnings, but the men were skillful and glided on in safety. When we
crossed the stream we found that we were in the embrace of hills, only in front was there
a big turn in the river that lead to an opening. The fifth day we reached Wei-chow. On
the way we had seen a one-rope bridge about two hundred meters long. The sixth day we
walked through mountains with rocks and sands where weathering was vigorous. At four
o'clock in the afternoon we arrived at our working station, Ton-Hwa. It was in a ecircle
of queer hills. The rocks on the hills were eroded by wind, and brushed by sand so some
of them had become full of holes, some showed layers of hard and soft constitutents, some
appeared as cylinders, and some hung over water.

The next day we climbed up the mountain to begin our
work. On the hillside, among large areas of terraced fields,
houses built with rocks were like castles. There we came into
contact with the Chiang people.

The Chiang People

When we reached the mountain village we saw some aged
women standing in the way to welcome us. They spoke good
Szechwaneze dialect with warm smiles. Their hair and teeth were
few; their eyes were dull; and their faces were deeply lined.
They showed their welcome and happiness in the simplest way,
smiling, which we felt was the most sincere and kind.

A Rope Bridge
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Recaived in New York, Beptember 25, 1940
From Bsther E. Tappert, who resigned from the @¢inling faculty in 1938
to-tench in the National University in Chungking

Anchored off the coast of China
August 17, 1940

Dear Friends:

Tonight, August 17th, bthe thirty-seventh night since we left Chung-
king, Szechuan, we are off the coast of China somewhere between Wenchow and
Ningpo. There have been days of adventure, days of tedious waiting, days of
danger. We have traveled by truck, by bus, by launch, by ferry, by sampan,
by ricksha, and on foot about two thousend miles overland from west to east,
through unoccupied territory all the way %o the coast.

Whet evidences did we see of the war? In Szechuen end Kwelchow
soldiers marching, marching, marching; afterwards almost none., In all the
larger cities there were the usual signs of bombing, Some only a day old,
ehiefly in business streets, orphanages, mission stations, hospitals, sc¢hools,
fields, wherves - undefended cities. OQn the other hand, we drove for hun-
dreds of kilometers between cities where the peasant life of the country went
on in its customary peaceful way. Three times we were in the midst of bomb-
ings - in Kinhua where we took refuge under a rose arbor, in Wenchow where
1 sew the bombs released from the planes, in Kuaotou, MNore often there wore
air alarms, but the planes did not come. Along the coast the blockade .is
stringent. ‘

Who were my companions and what our mode of travel? Only ons who
sterted with me from Chungking continued to the coast. The journey from
Chungking to Kinhua was made in two mission trucks, o Dodge and a Fargos
We carried for various distances loads of salt, mail, Red Cross supplies,
gasoline, trunks, and Chinese passengers. The lomg delays, eleven deys at
Kweiyang and seven ab Hengyang, however, discouraged all bubt through pas-
sengers. News of the closing of the Burme road, but more directly blockade
of the porbts of Ningpo, Wenchow, Foochow, and Swatow all but stopped the ex-
pedition as near its beginning as Kweiysng, However, & not too discouraging
telegram from Shanghai gave the leader of the party heart to go on. After
a fruitless wait for cargo at Hengyan we went on without a load, bub accom~
. panied by e China Travel Service representative and a few passengerss At
Kinhus the leader of the expedition decided against taking the trucks any
farther and the original coalition of three Americans broke up, the student-
journalist-Red Cross truck driver-world traveler of twenty-one years of age
and I making our way together to the coast.

What of the road and its adventures? Getting our drums filled with
gasoline for successive stages of the journey was a major problem. For some
of it we paid twenty-five dollars & gallon. Alochel mixed with ether served
as & substitute part . of the way, but afforded less power on the hills. En-
gine trouble, flat tires, carburetor trouble, lack of motor o0il caused delays.
Roads, on the whole, though gravel or stone-surfaced, were good.

Ten times we were ferried across streams; ab least three times we
crossed pontoon bridges. In many places -good bridges have replaced former
ferries., Bverywhere there was jmprovement over 19387, as ferries are now as-
sumed t0 be a means of conveyance to cross rivers and not a monopoly for the
profit of the ferrymen.
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The Southwest Highway Commission is meking o good effort at orgo-
nized highway maintensnce, but there is need of greater efficiency at the
ferries, and inspection and registration at stetions along the way should
be co-ordinated and simplified, as we found to be the case in Hunan and
farther east. One example of costly inefficiency occurred at the Wu Chiang,
outside of Kweiyang. Due to carelessness in loading, & ferryboat sank, and
one of our trucks was submerged for three days under fifteen feet of water
with o swift current. The truck was recovered and repaired at the expense
of the road bureau, but the deterioration from rust, the loss of the load
and personzl baggage, and the inconvenience and expense of the delay will
never be made good.

Food slong the way was not too plentiful. We ate Chinese food when
we could get it, but since one of our number was a vegetarian and another
did not relish the food, I fared less well than when I have traveled in the
company of Chinese alone. Betweenwhiles powdered milk and Mr. C's box of
supplies containing granola, cookies, and tinned fruit pieced out a mesal.
Peaches, plums, watermelons, and hard Chinase pears were available in rota-
tion in the larger cities.

The scenery never failed to be of interest, whether we were roaring
up the hills of Kweichow over roads winding unceasingly between mountain
wall and precipice, or racing over a straight speedway between rice paddies
or along a tree-lined avenue, or rolling around among the foothills. In one
streteh of 131 kilometers in Kiangsi we crossed 133 bridges, not counting
the many narrow ones only two or three planks wide. In this same region we
drove over flooded roads merked only by e double row of willow trees in what
_ geemed to be & wide lake. In the second of these we met & stalled truck,
end since the road was too narrow to pass him, we matched bumpers and pushed
the truck back to dry lahd., Everywhere my thoughts had an undertone of re-
gret that I was leaving these scenes and this loved country without any hope
of returning,. R : ' : ' .

' The nights were as varied as the days. Often we drove in the even-
ing and late into the night fer coolmness and to avoid air reids. Four nights
I spent sleeping in the truck or on my cot beside the road; six nights I
slept (or sometimes steyed awake battling "erestures") in Chinese hotels;
twenty-three nights we spent in hores of missionaries; and four nights we
slept on board an Italian ateamer anchored in the middle of the river at Kueo-
tou (south of Wenchow).

From Kinhua, where we left the trucks, the really picturesque part
of the journey began.’ Our first companions were a busload of Chinese fellow
travelers. Our bus stopped for engine repairs just outside of Yung Kang, and
most of the passengers scattered into the fields as the siren sounded an air
alarm. Blowing the horn brought a few back;, and after repeated efforts we
pushed the bus several hundred feet and startad the engine and proceededs
After a change of buses and a winding road between rock and stream, we left
the road for the river and were rowed downs tream in a round-bottomed sampan
for the rest of the afternoon. Rice and vegetables, cooked on the boat and
served on a keg for a table under s bamboo metting for a roof, made the main
meal of the day. B ‘ : -

That night we spent at a new Chinese hptel overlooking the river.
We bought soapstone ornements in the village and feasted on ripe red water-
malon in the hotel, ' ‘ o o S
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A morning in a rowboat, three hours' wait at a village beside the
river for the tide to come up, and then several hours' ride downs tream be-
hind a launch with eleven boats in tow brought us at the end of another dey
4o Wenochow, another strange city. We were hospitebly received at the English
Methodist Mission, but given no encouragement as to steemers for Shanghai,
After two nights, however, we started for Kuaotou farther south in the hope
of getting aboard an Italian ship reported to be in the harbor. By launch
and sampan we followed a series of canals, with several portages for ourselves
and baggage, under a clouded moon snd early morning sunlight until we reached
the river port of Kuaotou. This part of the journey was made in the company
of four Catholic Fathers (Canadian). .

The village afforded no suitable hotel; so by appeal to the mili- ,
tary suthorities, we secured a temporary permit to go on board ‘the 8.8. Sandro
Sandri. For three nights we waited while the cargo of tobacco, bolts of
cloth, and cotton yarn were unloaded. A scheduled delay of five to ten days
for reloading was cut short by a severe bombing carried out by seaplanes .on
August sixteenth, the day after the unloading was completed. Over twenty
bombs were dropped individually in.about an hour's time (not fifties or hun-
dreds in a few seconds as in Chungking) on both banks of the river while we
crouchod below decks and the planes power-dived until they nearly touched.
the ship., GCustoms Houses end warshouses along both shores burned for hours
and shops and homes in the village were destroyed, but most of the unloaded
cargo was saved., In fear of a return of the bombing planes and while fires
crackled and falling walls re-echoed, we awaited the promised passports and
military permits and ship's clearance papers., The captain waited for neither
cargo nor food supplies. This morning we sailed the remaining five miles to
the open sea., Tonight, without any fruit or vegetables on board and with in-
sufficient water, we are held, somewhere off the coast about thirty-six hours'
run from Shanghai, by Japanese warships. If this is meiled, you will know
that we finally reeched Shenghai, and all you need add to the picture is six
foreigners racing from the Bund down Fanking Road to the Chocolate Shop for
waber and lce cream s0das.

Sincerely yours,

Bsther E» Tappert

BEditor's Note: Subsequent to the writing of this letter, Miss Tappert visi-
fod Ginling in Nenking and arrived in the United States in
late September. Her home address is West Cheshire, Comnecticut.




19 September 1940

GINLING IN NANKING

In a "personal report", received in New York in April last,
Mrs. Thurston saids "There seems to be an impression that those of us who are
in Nanking are devoting ourselves mainly to occupying and protecting property,
and doing relief for refugees. -Echoes of this come in to us from the outsideq
Visitors who meke the venture and come to see' for themselves have quite another
picture when they leave - of very busy, even overworlked, people doing very worthe
while thingse There is, and can be, no higher education, but there is every-
thing else in our Nanking program, and the opportunity is overwhelming, - and
there are many obstacles," '

Mrs. Thurston returned to Chine in March, 1939, arriving in Nanking
on April 14 of that year. Her "personal report", already referred to, and a
copy of a letter from her to Dr. Wu were in the hends of the Founders hefore
the Annual Meeting of lMay 15thes Lack of time and pressure of immediate problems
did not permit any reference to these documents during the Annual Meelting, or
in the Executive Committee HMeetings of May 22nd and June 19th. During the sum=-
mer there has been added further important information from Nanking, and of
these communications a brief summary follows.

Tt had been hoped that Miss Vautrin would be meeting with the Executive
Committee at this time; her necessary absence makes all the more important an
understanding of the structure she has built up in Nanking, and the support -
in thought and in dollars = which is called for within the responsibility of the
Founders. |
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Administrative Committee

In 1937 President Wu Yi-fang appointed Miss Vautrin as Chairmen of
s committee of three to take administrative responsibility in Nanking. Soon
after Mrs. Thurston's return in 1938, she relieved Miss Vautrin of the book-
keeping end became Treasurer. - On Miss Vautrin's deperture in May, 1940, Mrs.
Thurston took Miss Vautrints place as Chairman of the committee, and in June
the other members were Mrs. Tsen, Miss Blanche Wu, Miss Ellen Koo, Miss Harriet
Whitmer, and Dre Wu was being asked to add IMiss Swen Bao-hwe, who had come up
to Nanking to take charge of the Middle School programs

\
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Faculty

During 1939-40 there were 17 full- or part-time Chinese staff members
of Ginling in Nanking. Nine of these were men, while the eight women included
the veteran Mrs. Tsen, Director of Dormitories, whose services are varied and
#mportant, Miss Ellen Koo (sister of T. Z. Koo), Lin Mi-li (Ginling 1936, Dean
of the Homecraft Course), Blanche Wu (Ginling 1923, of the College Biology
Department, Director of the Poultry Project), and two younger graduates, liss

'Loh, who taught Biology, and Miss Yuem, who taught Physical Education. The two
last-named are not to return for 1940-41, much to the disappointment of their
colleagues. :
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Program of Educational and Rehabilitation Work

During 1939+40 there was e student population of 340 on the campus.

One hundred end seventy students were enrolled in a five~-year ¥iddle
School course. Urs. Thurston's comment on this work is that it is "a good
equivalent for the standard Middle School course = as good or better educationally.
The students are poor, financially, compared to those in our three-year Practice
School, but in ability, earnestness, and attitude, they are not inferior,"

In the Homecraft Course 70 women and girls were enrolled, engaged in
acquiring knowledge and skill along lines that would meke it possible for them
to be self-supporting at the end of their work in the spring. These 70 students
have now been added to the several hundred rehabilitated women wage earners
through practical training given to them on the Ginling campus since the inva-
-sion in 1937.

One hundred children have been enrolled dpring the past year in three
groups, known as (1) the Naighborhood Day School, (2) the Xindergarten, and
(8) the Nursery School or the One-lMesle-a=Day School, Some of these students
were from families of the Community, and others were children of the Homecraft
womens Their inclusion within the campus program has been justified on at
least three grounds: community service, practice teaching for the Middle
School students, and care of children of women busy in their own studies on
the campus, '

For 1940-41 it is planned that the Homecraft work will be carried on
only through an extension program and child welfare follow~up under Lin Mi-1i,
Ginling 1936, who has becn Dean of the Iliomecraft Courses, * iiss Lin will devote
helf of her time during 1940-41 to this extension and social service work, and
will give half-time to teaching on the campus, The looms end stocking machines,
which were purchased as Homecraft equipment, will be fully occupied by the
girls in the Middle School courses, who will be better able, through the use
of these machines, to pay their way as students and to bu competent in self=
support later, Both the weaver and the dyer will be retained on the Ginling
staff,

For 1940=41 no new }Middle School class will be admitted, although
additional students are being enrolled for the four remaining classes.

The schools for children, already referred to in the 1939=40 program,
will again be received on the campuse.

Repeatedly, in Mrs, Thurston's letters, there are references to the
pressing need for relief, and the hope that funds from America will continue
to be supplied, There is apprehension on the campus in Nanking lest Miss
Vautrin's absence may decrease the gifts for relief; the need does not decrease,
and it is one source of pride in Ginling's Nanking program that wise assistance
has not been refused to those of their neighbors who have been in dire need
during the past three years.
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Graduates from the Experimental or Middle School Course

A report on the graduating class of nine in June, 1940, throws light
on the quality of these young women. Their ages range from 18 to 22, showing
some offect of the disruption of their school course by the war, Some of them
were in Nanking during 1937, and continued their studies on the Ginling campus
as classes were evolved after the period of the terror. Obhers were at a distance
from Nanking and have returned to that city for personal or family rcasons, Five
of the nine were previously enrolled in Christian Middle Schools in Nenkinge. The
business of their fathers sheds some light on the reasons why the girls are now in
Nerking, nemely, that the family income is probably dependent on salvaging somee
thing from trade located in the city.

The fine stamina of these girls is shown by notes on teaching and relief
work in which they have been engaged, and - the guality of what Ginling is giving
them and their own steadiness of purpose is evident from the statement 'of their
plans for next year. In June, two of them were taking examinations for entrance ‘
to the Shanghai Colleges, and one was seeking admission to a special course on the
Cheeloo campys in Tsinan. Mrs. Thurston comments on the financial obstacles facing
many of these graduates who are eager for higher courses, because of the great ex=-
pense of living in Shanghai and the prohibitive cost and difficulty of the journey
to Free China.,

Rules and Regulations Governing Privafe Schools, 1940
(Issued by "The New Rogime", Nanking)

Full text of these regulations is appended hereto., Mrs. Thurston calls

to our special attention Sections 9, 11, 12, and 21. There appears to be, at the
moment, no reason for apprehension that there wil]l be unfriendly imposition of
these regulations in relation to our work in Nankings There has been no reference
to them in correspondence since the early spring.

The Immediate Iuture

With the careful foresight characteristic of Miss Vautrin, a plan for
1940-41 was evolved months ago which will minimize the number of new problems the
Narking staff must expect to face during her absence, As one recalls the multie
plicity and severity of these problems since August, 1937, one is amazed at the
quiet success with which their solution has been achieved and humbled by the reali=~
zation of the cost Miss Vautrin has paid for the inspired and comparatively frice
tionless instruments of service now lying to the hands of our other representatives
in Nenkinge. Mrs. Thurston reports that there was ready, when Miss Vautrin was
obliged unexpectedly to give up her work in early liay, a docket = prepared by her =
for the final faculty meeting of the year,

Serious tasks are,-however, not absent. Several resignations from the
1939-40 faculty leave gaps which must be filled if the courses are to conbinue to
give adequate middle school training. Mrs. Thurston reports that higher salaries
are absolutely necessary to hold the right kind of instructors and to meet sky-
rocketting living costs. The employees in the lower brackets are not at present
being paid wages sufficient to cover housing and food sufficient to maintain health.
Rice at {40 a tan is one item quoted, and the forces which have brought about these
conditions are not likely to be more beneficient in the neer future.
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Repairs

e e

(from Mrs, Thurston's letter to Dre Wu, 19 March 1940)

"I suppose we have authorization for necessary outside repairs bo roofs
and woodwork. Probably one or two more roofs should be done at the proper season,
I am asking Mr. Gee about everything and letting him supervise the work, Especially
since we let Mr. Li go we have no one on the staff to do this kind of thing. Mr.
Gee has given us estimetes for roof work which would protect the atbics from bats,
also for some painting of the wooden roof supports outside.

"There is also a problem involving quite & little money in the floor of
the Practice School dormitory hall and reception room. Either white ants or dry
rot has weakened the floor support, and the possibility of using cement lnstead
of wood is to be considered, This will be quite a big job and would be done in
the summer,

"The floor in the living room and dining room of 400 should be finished.
Mr. Gee is writing to Anderson & Meyer about the materials which are necessary to
stick the outside layer to the cemente Miss Vautrin feels that it would be a good
thing to have this room made more attractive as a . center for the wemen's faculty
in residence, and to have a stove set up next winter in the living room., All the
heat they have had this winter has been from s tiny stove in Mrs. Tsen's sitbting
rooms

"Mre Gee has a man up from Shanghai who is inspecting and cleaning boilers
and pipes connected with furnacess I em having him go over the furnaces in the
three academic buildings and also the central heating plant, This is quite impor=
tant as a part of upkeep. We do not anticipate using these furnaces for central
heating until we are carrying on college work, but they should not be allowed to rus..

: “The problem of restoration involving repair of damage to walls and floors
of the dormitory buildings caused by use of refugees is one that needs to be consid=
ered. All wooden floors will have to be revarnished. Walls, particularly in the
halls, will have to be cleaned in some way and to some extent replastered with a
new surface layer. Of course, this should be all finished before any work on floors
is dones Should we be doing any of this work now, teking the dormitories one by one?
I have thought of the possibility of not using the Practice School dormitory next
year but using No's 500 and 700 for the students who are heres That would make pos=-
sible a thorough job on +the floors in the Practice School allowing plenty of time
for the Ningpo varnish to harden. There would then be the possibility of starting
next spring on one of the campus dormitories by letting the students move into the
Practice School dormitory for the second semester. If, say, 700 is restored, work
cdould be begun on another until all four dormitories are roady to receive the stuw
dents for whom they were intended. The present use of the buildings is not very
much harder on them than the use by college girlg. People are always & little more
careful if things look nice, I am not herc expressing any judgment on this plan
but asking you to think about it and express your opinion.

YThe estimates for the work referred to above are as follows:
For Practice School floors $616400 :
For Bolilers and Pipes 160.00
For Roof work, painting and sealing against bats, two schemes:
Scheme 2, §4,2815400 Scheme 3, §5,951.,00

This is for the seven buildings in the original groupe I ‘think Mr.
thinks Scheme 2 will do what is necessary, but more painting is ineluded in
Scheme 3."
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Dear Friend, Llrermat in a%?%
Greetings on this glorious Autumn morning) The sun is brightening our too-

often grey skies, and making the house interiors gay. The special flower of

China at this season - the chrysanthemum - is vivid; but one cold night made

these hardy flowers droop. Shy violets sprinkled on the lewn remind me how in-

side out this climate is., We have just transplanted lettuce and celery outw~of-

doors, and last Saturday I had a new experience - helping to pick our lemon crop

(123 lemons)! There were still lemon blossoms on the trees, We miss the autumn

colors; even yet most trees are green, The gingko trees are a golden glory.

This year six of our foreign staff have a mission house on Baptist Row
while the family is on furlough in the United States, Our "Paradise on West
Chine campus® - as one Chinese visitor called it when he saw it in the moonlight
is one half a duplex (plus the big central living-room) - & story and a half
plaster construction building, The grounds are most satisfying: lawn, double
row of strange varieties of bamboo, zinnias, chrysanthemums, rose bushes.
Lillian is happily situated just around the corner with the Meuser~Day house-
hold, but I often wish she were here with me. It is a great joy to have a place
of our own. The big living-room is in demend for Faculty Retreat, class gather-
ings, parties of tutors and "tutees", and committee meetings, The faculty come
to tea on regular days, alternating with the two other dermitories.

Housekeeping is never dull in China. We have the uncomfortable certainty
that we are being "squeezed" generously. At any rate, it is good to have ser-
vants who never complain about guests or entertaining, for a good deal goes on.
Some of us are beginning to catch up on our social obligations of the past two
years, Our Chinese language is limited, and we get some surprising results,

For instance, when Ruth kept insisting that we have sweet potatoes, we were given
sweetened Irish potatoes, so well camouflaged with beef gravy that we thought we
were getting the real thing., The cook didn't understand her term for sweet
potatoes! Our ceoolie, who scrubs floors, carrics water, coal, ashes, tonds
stoves, and peels vegetables, has a very sweet smile, but he's deaf, and we are
never sure how our orders arc going to be carried out, For instance, when I
sent him to lMrs. Meuser's for & basket of "hairy plums" she had brought us from
the mountains, he madc & misteke, went to Mrs. Hibbard's, demonded the plums,
and brought home somc. About two weeks later, when I wus trying to find the
owner of the basket, I found out the error, Nrs. Hibbard and I often have a
good laugh about those plums.

The cooks have an intimate understanding about prices and about borrowing
from each other., I was astonished several times to find a cook from nearby in
our kitchen pulling pens of cookies out of the oven, or fresh biscuits at breok-
fost time. It turned out thot his stove wasn't very good, so this was an easy
mokeshift] Of course our household benefits too, for cups have miraculously
appearod when there were more than seven guests for tea (we own only seven cups,
and some of those ore beautifully riveted); we hud individual custurds when we
owned no custard cups; we had salod dressing when our vinegar wusn't yet brewed,
ond so on. We huve o rule now that we shall know what borrowing tukes place.

Quite a little droma was enscted in our back yurd on Thursday uftsrnoon from
one to two., We were getting in five tons of coal. We had been told that the
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coolies who bring the coal have 39 different tricks to get the best of the patron
(hiding pieces of coal in the empty baskets, hiding pieces in their long garments
that they took off as they became too hot at work, false scales, and the like).
The recket is recognized, and whatever they can get away with they are paid for
by the coal merchant. We were determined that at least they should be watched!
So four amateurs gathered in the back yard with the coal baskets all around, and
the weighing was started. We had been canny enough to borrow s neighbor's scales.
Ruth and Catherine had pencils and paper to record the weights; & guest saw to the
scales, and I was just a pair of eyes at work. It was important to see that no
basket was weighed a second time, no piece of coal transferred from a weighed
basket to one still unweighed, etc. One difficulty was that there were so meny
coolies that we knew we were no match for their orgenization., Well, we discovered
five tricks! The two queer-looking individuels who did the weighing lifted the
baskets up from the ground, but they pushed their elbows against the scales, put
their arms down from above, shoved against the basket with their knees, stepped
on a piece of rope conveniently hanging from below the buskets, One time I sow
the knee movement clearly - though it was difficult to perceive it, for the man
wore o long gown - and I insisted that the busket be reweighed. The next time
it was five pounds lighter! The fifth trick was that, as I wus locking the coal-
house door, & coolie carried out & long pilece of lumber, I didn't know whether
it was ours or not, so I said, "Is that lumber yours?" Another man answered
quickly, "No, it's not ours.” A minute later and it would have been theirs beyond
o doubt. Thet our eyes becume more alert was proved by the fact that the buskets
got consistently lighter. Also one mystery was thut though before we started
weighing both Cotharine and I counted 32 baskets, there were finally 331 And
there were 33 empty baskets to prove it,

We are fortunate in having an excellent cook, His brown and white bread
disappears so fast that it must seem discouraging., His days are busy enough,
for he refines sugar, makes home-made postum, refines salt, makes vinegar, in
addition to the regular jams, marmalades, and pickles. The table-boy has a
daily chore before broakfast - to meke the butter from creum skimmed off the
pan of boiled milk., Ho pubts the cream in & bowl, and beats it with a spoon.
We get cnough for breakfast, but gencrally we use peoanut butter for other meals -
an excellent gradc of peanut butter made by our sociology department ia o project
for needy women. We felt recently that the milk wus gebtting poorer and poorers
When we tested it with o lactomoter, we found it had 62% water cdded! Tho pro-
"tost has been showing results, bub we never know how long the crcam content will
be up to stendard, A story is told here about & missionary who thought lots of
water wes going into his milk, He took an ordinary clinical thermometer out to
the kitchen, plunged it into the milk, and scid, "And it's rain water, tool"
Whereupon the cook protested, "No, it's quite cleun wuter,"

On the campus this yeer are 1,800 students, belonging to five institutions.
I feel the fuculties are really getting scquainted and lewrning to cooperatec,
The Five Universities' Faculty Christian Fellowship which meets on one Saturduy
afternoon coch month, has brought the teachers together in quite o wonderful way.
Last summer we hnd joint Bucealaureate and Commoncement services - an achievement
in cooperation, involving careful planning and thought. The students are leurn-
ing to know their brothers and sisters from other purts of Chinc, but there wre
jealousies and misunderstundings still. The Student Centre oponed lust spring
fills a great need, and & visit there after supper shows filled rooms with stu-
dents pluying oll kinds of gomes, resding, chutting, while typuwriting clesses
und committee mecetings urc going on in smuall rooms. Now the student bodies of
the institutions are busy giving progremmes for relief; 1) for the students in
Kunming who lost everything in rccent bombings} 2) for wintor garments for sol-
diers; and 3) for famine arews in the North. There is no suditorium which bugins
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to hold any crowd that gathers for a concert. One night there was a movie outside,
and the lowudspeaker blared all over the campus., Church services are very well
attended, and choirs and glee clubs attain high standards. “The Messish® is in
preparation for Christmas week, and soon Wwe shall be hearing carols.

There is more and more exchange of students, particularly for advanced
courses. One good example of cooperation is that in the sociology departments
Dr. Lewis Smythe of the University of Nanking is giving two courses just for
Ginling students, no student of the university having elected them. Dr. Liu
En-lan gives geography courses for West China, and so it goes. In religious
groups there is a fine mixing of students, Also in the Internationsl Relations
Club and English Club, various universities unite. There are various wall-news-
papers on bulletin boards here and there: Mathematics Club, Science Journal;
English Club, and others. Now that the price of paper has soared, this is an
efficient and interesting way of broadeasting. Co

Boord has risen sharply, and mamy students would have to leave school if it
were not for special grants given to them. To give nutritious food within o
possible figure is not easy; the students say they are alwoys hungry, Most of
them have little money these days to go to the "Tip Top" restaurant just off the
campus, or to go out to buy orunges, eggs (27 cents each), cundy, cookies, which
used to fill out their sparse diets. In some places in this province there is a
noticeable increase of beri-beri among students. The facultics - especially the
lower-salaried clerks and office staffs of middle schools and some universities -
have struck in protest at unchanged salaries in the fuce of the sherp rise of
rice and other commodities. The Govermment is subsidizing for ricc, and trying
to meet the situation, Tuking o price index of 100 us of the spring of 1937,
prices had jumped to 400 in August, and are now morc than 700. Some familiocs POy
90% of their salary just to buy ricef This moons thet they have few vegotables
and no meat, ond almost never any new clothes. Tho sad fuct is that they are
undernourished and ill-clad.

Yesterday afternoon we had the kuen enjoyment of hecring o young French
explorer (geographer and geologist) speak at a meeting of the Border Regions
Society, He and a friend were visitors last May at the society's meeting, and
started off north gayly. They wanted to chart the course of a river previously
unexploreds They reached & part where anarchy reigned, where tribal chieftains
had control, and there his friend was murdered by a party that attacked the five
men on & narrow mountein pass., All their equipment, maps and instruments were
lost, Recently this one man returned to Tachienlu, after five months away from
newspapers, and found he was e man without a country, and without a jobs. As far
as any news is concerned, he is without a family, too., He psid a tribute to his
gallent friend who hed died for an ideal, without wealth, without honor. This
chap is trying to arrange to join France's free army in Africe., His simply told
account of the catastrophe was moving, revealing the fundemental heroism of pio-
neers, and the starkness of regions where no good govermment is in control.

Chine is more and more conscious of her border peoples. The governors of
these provinces are cooperuting with the Central Govermment, and it is o literal
fact that there has never before in China's history been such unity. When I
think of Chinu's weoknesses, I remember the enormity of the task of controlling
this continent of « nution. There were seventy millions in this onc province
before it was divided two yeurs ago! So many .of her probloms arc uggravated
because of the very extent, and the sharp variations in customs and langunge. 1In
the summer, from this campus = group of eighty to ninety colliege students spent
their vacation among the Gerung tribe in the northern part of Szechwan, and whot
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enthusiastic reports they brought back of their own people (Chinese, though
originally from quite different stock), their friends mede this summer ~ their
fescinating tribal songs and dances, their independent ocharacter and friendliness.
The students walked for several days to their working centres, did health, poli-
tical, end educational propagande, and were more helped than the people they went
to serve. They gave a programme when they returned. How I wish you could have
‘been there to wetch modern Chinese studenmts on the platform, and to see a Chinese
audience thrilled by what they sey of part of their own country. China is being
discovered - by her ownpeople. Perhaps some of you will read "China Rediscovers
her West", the new mission study book. It is a great book,

November 25

No doubt you will have heard of China's troubles with Communism. In recent

" months there were, in the north, clashes between Government and Red armies, You
can understand the natural misunderstandings ineviteble between two groups so
differently constituted, but it seems &s though the main troubles were smoothed
out, and that in certain areans the Communists mey have some part in meking the
new China. There are often rumours of peace, too, but the Central Government
'will have none of them - short of .Japsn toking overy soldier off the soil of
China. There ore counter-factions, of course - profiteers, traitors - but what
country does not have the same disesses in wartime? Reconstruction goes ons The
cooperatives thrill ull who see them at work, and the lend settlement schomes of
rofugees is o romantic tale. What joy there was ot the nows that the Burme. Road
has been re-opencd. It is becoming the new object of attack, but supplics roll
in over that same wonderful road. The evacuation scheme, in the cuse of possible
ormed conflict between Americe ond Japan, is causing disturbance in eastorn China,
but the movements do not scem to apply to this interior province. Rumour is the
new epidemic which sprecds worse than any plague, but we try to discredit wild "’
toales., The students are remorkably calm and semsible, They streumed out to the
country during the four raids on Chengtu in October, but have been aeble to settle
down to work this month. Their good balonce and sensc of humour are grent quali-
ties in this time of stress.

One doesn't like to dwell long on the Buropeun situation and the ordeal by
fire that England is undergoing. I hate to think of France, the Netherlands,
Polend, Czechoslavokin, and the other countries daily coming under the iron heel
of Noziism., It is sud to think thut the country thut gove us the Christmas tree
ond meny good curols should now have so completely forgotten the argels! song.

I wonder whot Canade and the United States cum do to make the lot of military
disctators more difficult.

To 'you who believe in Christmes, I send the scason's greetings, and all
good wishes for o good 1941, I hope to go on furlough in June 1941, to study
somewhere in the United Statos.

FLORENCE A. KIRK
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My dear friends,

A year has passed since we sent our last letter, and it finds us still in
West China, with the prospect of returning to Nanking seemingly far eff. The
people of China are facing their fourth winter of the war, but it sees them
facing it with high courage in their hearts, and words of hope on their lips.
They feel that out of this struggle a new, free China will emerge. A sharp touch
of winter which came about a month ago brought the increased hardships which cold
weather brings to many people. The high prices of such essential articles as
rice, oil, cotton material, vegetables and meat have brought mueh distress, especi~
ally to the lower-salaried people. Rice, which was thirty dollars a tou a month
ago, ceme down suddenly +to sixteen dollars soon after the new governor of Sze=
.chwan was installed, Middle school teachers went on strike for higher wages, and
they and teachers on the campus have had to have subsidies to meet the high cost
of living,

Missionaries coming from other provinces where they are unable to continue
their work because of Japanese interference, have found new doors open in Sze-
chwan., Work with soldiers - sick and well - refugees, orphans, road laborers,
and Christians in government and business circles is only part of what is wait-
ing to be done in Szechwan, Building on the campus is proceeding slowly, but
houses and buildings of a less substantial nature just outside the campus spring
up almost overnight. The campus, formerly in the country, is now in the midst
of quite a settlement., A leper hospital, just a couple of hundred feet away,
was opened during the summer, and the Union Theological College nearby dedicated
new bulldings this autumn. A doctor is doing research work with bean milk., To
supply the lacking calcium in the bean milk, the bones left over after the meking -
of toothbrushes for the dental department are ground in o stone mou-dze and added
to the milk. There are study groups on the teachings of Jesus, cconomic affairs,
faculty fellowship meetings, and meetings of the Sino-British und Chinese-American
cultural associations to attend as well us the mectings of various sorts within
each university. Life is full and busy, and less tense now than during the sum-
mer months when alarms and bombings were frequent. News of China and the outside
world, received mainly through radio, and relayed to subscribers in a very tiny
news sheet, saddens and alarms us,

Ginling has a total registration this year of 206, with 197 in Chengtu and 9
toking physical education work with our unit in Shanghai. The enrollment is again
above 200 after the drop in 1937. Students straggled in for weeks after registra-
tion, and one faculty member was two months and three days coming from Shanghai.
Dormitory asccommodations have been toxed to the limit. Faculty offered to double
up in small rooms until a. section of the hospital rented for our Chinese faculty
would be ready for occcupation. I wish you could see the end of the corridor still
allotted to faculty in the dormitory. Kwei-dzes (cupbonrds) are lined up outside
the rooms because there is space only for two beds, two small tables, and two
chairs in the tiny rooms. There is an overflow of three tables from the dining
room into the living room, new washrooms had to be muade, and for o time sick rooms
and the prayer room had to be used for students., Two of our students lost all
their belongings in bombings while waiting in Chungking for transportation. Bag-
gage of the new faculty from America and those returning from furlough is coming
through Rongoon and via the Burma Road.. We teuse one¢ faculty member who is here
for a year, telling her that her luggage will be here just in time for her to take
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it beck with her. Our office still has its eight desks, and with the natural
accumulation of paepers and such things, it presents an even more crowded appear-
ance than before. Besides, during the last few months there have been three
large bamboo baskets containing precious documents ready to be taken to the dug-
out when an air raid siren sounds,

Florence and I had & holiday at Behludin (White Deer Peek) this summer.
It is closer to Chengtu than Mount Omei and it took us only two short days to
meke the trip. We went by ricksha the first day and a half, changing to a hwa-
gan (chair) for the trip up the mountain, Behludin is a land of rolling mists,
rapidly changing cloud scenery, and rain, with the sun showing its shining face
only very rarely. By visiting different bungalows, we ocould glimpse views of
many varieties - ranges of mountain peaks or the many-branched rivers looking
like many-tined silwver forks when the sun shone, The coolness was such a relief
after the heat of the plain, but all of us - except the true Behludinites -
agreed that weather a wee bit warmer would be acceptable., Only occasionally
could we don summer dresses - mostly it was lots of warm woollen clothes. We
discovered Hibbard's Cave, sorambled up the Devil's Staircase, climbed to the
Bishop's Pulpit, the Lookout, and the Hogsback, The story we heard as to how
Hibbard's Cave got its name was that Mr. Hibbard proposed there and kept Mrs,
Hibbard in the cave until she said yes.

Whether or not, and when to start on trips was a problem, because it rained
so much. If the sun showed 1tself for a few minutes or the rain lessened, it
was enough to turn the balance in favor of going., We had a glorious trip to
Cave Mountain., There were six of us « Dr, and Mrs, Meuser, George Meuser, Alf
Day, Florence and myself, We had been on the way only a few minutes when the
carriers hnd to stop to tie steel rings over their straw sandals. They put off
this task as long as they possibly could, and I can easily imegine the rings
would not be too pleasant to walk on, We climbed up and down innumerable hills,
gettlng out of our chairs at the very steep pluaces and occu51ona11y elsewhere to
give the men a rest,

We saw mony trees that had been tapped to obtain the "chi" for varnish,
There were many fields of indigo plants, und an inspection of the vats where
they were making blue dye proved very interesting, Men with long rakes were
pulling the leaves off the top of a green-looking mixture in one of the concrete
vats. Bven after the addition of chloride of lime, the mixture looked green,
and we wondered when it would turn blue. We asked this question and we were
told that it was blue now. I pointed to my dress and said, "This is blue." The
only reply we could get was thot the dye was blue. We gave up then. We saw
charcoual being prepared in large circular ovens - entirely closed in except for
very small openings. As we proceeded, waterfalls and ropids became more numer-
ous and we could see caves high up in the sheer cliffs. Clear sparkling water
rushed out of the first cave we visited, and we were told that the opening went
right through the mountain, The carriers assisted us in jumps from rock to rock
when we investigated part of the interior,

Rein, in the form of mjst or renl showers, had fullen at intervals all
morning, and o particularly heavy rain at noon made us hurriedly lift our dining
table under the straw matting projection in front of the tec house. This, we
soon found, was not rain-proof, and we had to push farther into the very crowded,,
small tea house. Puths soon became very slippery, and when straw sandals (worn
over leather shoes) became clogged with mud, we just could not keep our feet.

I clung to the two poles of the chair, standing between tkem. This was all right
on o straight path, 'but when the men turned o sharp corneg I was left suspended
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in mid-air until I could get my feet on the path again. More than one of us had
muddy rears before the end of that trip. We were welcomed by priests at the
temple, and then we looked around for a place to put up our cots, only to find

a party of boys, who had overtaken us on the way, already there. They had put

up their cots in & corner of the huge room. Florence and I proceeded to put up
ours in another corner. Supper was then partaken of (we toock a cook with us) end
with a boy and a ladder from the temple we went to inspect caves. The ladder is
certainly a necessity for the first cave - Toward Heaven Cave - and after clam-
bering down we found the ground at the bottom very slippery. With the aid of
flashlights we proceeded, either crouching or getting down on hands and knees to
get through the many low entrances to various parts of the ceves. What sounds
and sights met our eyes! There was a constant whir of the wings of bats, and
when we directed flashlights toward heaven we could see them clinging to the roof
in hordes. There were many interesting formations on the roofs of this series of
caves.

After quite a walk through the corn fields, we came to the Thunder God Cave.
(we called it the Cathedral.Cave), It was a large round cave with stones Jjutting
out into & clear pool of water. The echoes here were truly wonderful. We sang
"Day is done, gone the sun", and came awsy marvelling at the wonders of Nature.
It was too dark by this time to visit a third ceve, so we went to bed - the boys
in one cormer, the carriers on piles of straw across one end, Florence and I in
another corner with a dozen or two idols as chaperons. On our way back the next
morning, we visited the Virtuous Womsn Cave. This hnd been used as o fortress
end was less interesting than the others., The roturn journey was also made in
rain, and we arrived home in time for supper - glad to be back but very glad we
had: gone, :

I would like to tell you of the trip from Behludin back to Chengtu. It had
rained for several days before we started, and we slid down the side of the
mountain in grand style. This time even the carriers were not too sure of their
footing., The first real problem came when we neared & wide river, We stopped
at a small town about three o'clock and waited while two sorvents went to see
whether the river was crossable. By the time they returned - with word that we
could have gotten across - it was too late to attempt it, so we found an inn and
settled down for the night. This river presented a real problem the next morning.
The bridge had been washed away by swollen waters, and the ferry wasn't operating.
Some of the carriers most used to water wadod across holding hands to find the
best crossing place, After much discussion, they took two chuirs across, and
then came back to say they wouldn't teke Florence end me across without some extra
money. I guess the ides had just occurred to them thet this would be a splendid
way to make a little cxtra, It happened that our cerriers were the timid ones.
They would not venture across with us, and we were not anxious to have them do so.
After much wading, and the promise .of more money, they condescended to carry us
ovor. Wo sat and munched cookies while they brought the luggage across; then on we
went over roads thoroughly saturated, Coolies along the way werc wearing their
shaggy palm-fiber capes, and some loads had this same kind of covering.

As we neared Penhsien, we saw loads of tobacco, coal and charconl, potatoes,
straw hats, wooden pails and dippers, hides, oil, cotton cloth and thread, and
even & load of horse meat going to market. Pigs with their funny heads and bowed
backs were being teken to market on whoelbarrows, and some were led along with o
person a few feet in front singing or making clucking sounds to entice the pig
along ond make it happy about going to market, On o hot doy one can see men
toking « huge mouthful of wuter from a bamboo dipper and with much splutter blow-
ing it out on the pig. Vegetuble markets are always attroetive, and we passed o
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lovely one which displayed purple eggplant, red and green peppers, frosty-looking
melons, a red and white vegetable resembling both radish and turnip, yellow and
white bean sprouts, green beans, onions and garlic, with dates - half green and
helf brown - walnuts and pears to finish up with.. Children with big tummies ran
to the doors to see the strange procession, and women nudged each other as we
passed. - We soon were back to the land of cicadas, uniforms, bieycles, students,
communist towers, graveyards, and, best of all, the lovely sunshine. Never before
did sun feel so good. ‘We rode along after the stars came out, with the ricksha
men telling each other stories, and we learned that the Chinese name for the Milky
Wey is Heavenly River.

I had a very lovely weekend recently. It began Saturday after lunch when I
went to Florence!s to make candy for her tutees. At 2:30, the tutees, Florence,
Alice Settlemyer, and I started off to see Li Dze-djen's cooperative in the city.
It was thrilling to see beautiful embroideries, rugs, yarn and tweed in various
colors being made. The women gave Dze-djen & warm welcome which was good to see,
Perhaps it is independonce and the knowledge that they are helping others that
gives these women their clear bright faces., After supper we had a hilarious gome
of croquinole., A group of about twenty faculty members had Sunday dinner with
Chang Simo-sung. It was a glorious day, and we did so enjoy the two- or. three-
mile ride into the country. Siso-sung's husband is with the Szechwen Agricultural
Station. The work they are doing is most interesting - I shall have to tell you
obout it another time. Back home for tea, then we listened to phonograph records.
Later, supper around the fire (a lo Nanking, I am told), and to finish the day, a
foscinating talk on "The Struet Calls of Peiping."

Bost wishes and greetings to everyone}

Sincerely yours,.

LILLIAN J., KIRK




*CHINESE UNIVERSITIES ON THE MARCH

Pei-sung Tang

When the universities and other institutions of higher learning in Chinea
had to scurry away from the war zones in the summer of 1937 with the enemy close
8t their heels much of what was in the fine laboratories and libraries had to be
left behind. One may Yo this day purchase from street vendors rare editions sold
by the pound with old magazines, and microscopes are sold as scrap iron. Since
the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese war no fewer than 77 universities have moved
from their original sites in the occupied areas thousands of miles to the interior
of China. But mere statistics do not reveal the pathos, the romance and the
spiritual significence of this migration of & eivilization.

With what little equipment they brought, these universities, if they may
be so called, settled in various hitherto unheard of places, housing themselves
in wooden sheds or mud huts more like summer cottages than university structures
and began stoically carrying on their mission of preserving and passing on the
fruits of humen echievements. In their improvised laboratories, without running
water or gas and sometimes without even electrieity, science is being taught and
research is being carried on. We are, so to spesak, having the unique experience
of defying the unidirectional flow of time and have reversed a hundred years or
more to relive the history of science. We are carried back from the age of pyrex
glass and aluminum to the age of wood and pottery. The glitter of chromium is
replaced by the somber hues of bamboo, wood and erockery.

Necessity has forced us to adapt crude and ancient implements to modern
sclences  From old kerosene tins and cratings are made thermostats, inoubators,
sterilizers, sinks, laboratory ben¢hes and furniture. Thermostatie relays are
created from doorbells and flashlight batteries, and old eleetric fans serve ad-
mirably as stirrers, For liquids, utensils made of glezed pottery and paraffined
tin ¢ans serve the same purpose as beakers and watch glasses, and chopsticks are
much echeaper and more handy for the Chinese than crucible tongs. Water may be
piped through hollow bamboo almost as conveniently as through iron and the sbacus
is a cheaper and far more universal means of calculation than an electric adding
machine. Chemical ignition is performed with a plumber's blewtorch and an opium
smoker's lamp serves as an excellent microburner. In one of the universities
eleckric power was supplied by converting the engine of an old truck into a motor
generator; and an alcohol plant constructed with five-gallon kerosene cans, and
with its fractionating column made of old cigarette tins, is supplying absolute
aleohol to the biologists of the country.

In the biological laboratories vegetable wax is & good substitute for im-
ported paraffin and eucalyptus oil is as good a clearing agent as xylolas Cover
glasses are expensive but miea sheets are abundant in southwestern China. In the
field, biologists and geologists are roaming over virgin lands in search of useful
minerals, animels and plants, For the first time the country is awakened to the

*An essay written on the occaslion of the 30th annitersary of the founding of Tsing
Hue College, and in honor of President. Mei. Yi~-chi's 25 years of service to that:
University; pp. 41-48, The American Scholar, Vol, 10, No. 1, Winter 1940-41.
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unlimited potentialities of vegetable oils ~ in the production of which China
leads the world. And the almost miraculous curative effects of herb medicines
ere being exploited to the full., Physiologists are substituting soybean milk

for that of the cow and native oranges are displacing the market previously
occupied by oranges from America. In the chemical laboratories elementary prin-
ciples of chemistry mey be learned from the purification of native salt, mercury
and other minerals, while organic synthesis may be taught by using castor oil as
-the basic material, The major effort of chemical research is directed toward the
finding of substitutes, especially for gasoline and lubricants. Lacking facili-
ties for contimuing their experiments in atomic physics, our physicists either
resign themselves to speculation on the architecture of the universe or turn their
energies to shortwave radio transmission and to the practical-aspects of opticss

Everywhere the trend is toward the application of scientific knowledge
to the solution of national needs. Economists are now cooperating with natural
scientists to meet situations arising from the blockade and to plan for a gigan-
tic program of netional reconstruction after the war. The theme for the coming
meeting of the Secience Society, which is the Chinese equivalent of the American
Association for the Advancement of Science, will probably be "Science and National
Affairs" - a discussion of means of meeting China's techniecal and scientific needs
through the application of scientific principles,

But attention to the academic aspects of science has not been swept en-
tirely away by the torrent of practical applications. Here and there, under a
leaking roof or in the shadows of tall eucalyptus trees, one may listen to dis-
cussions of the theory of oxidation of pyruvic acid by the cell or to & report
on the synthesis of a new hormone., One of our ablest physicists has just pub-
lished a critical review summarizing experiments on the vibrational spectra’ and
the strueture of polyatomic molecules., Heavy water is being studied. In the
field of biophysics a treatise on the thermodynamics of the relationships of water
within the living cell has cleared up much that was ambiguous in that branch of
physiology. . '

Our scientifie friends may lement and even laugh at the folly of label-
ling. so many practical investigations with the dignified term, scientific re-
search. But to us who are living in this artificial period of scientific history
these developments have a deeper meaning. Forced to use science as a tool for
the solution of many vital needs of our ocountry, living in a period like that in
which Newton, Derwin, Harvey, and Priestley lived, science has become & thing
tangible and realistic to us, and for the first time it has become endemic to our
land, We are succeeding, so to speak, in digesting and absorbing what was pre~
viously only something to be admired and wondered at from a distance.

Science in China has just now emerged from the textbook period. Many of
us are beginning to realize that science is a system built in our own minds with
the earth and the stars as material, and that for its construction only a sur-
prisingly few and simple materials are necessary. Nature is full of wonderful
treasures for the mind that is prepared, for the hand that is skilleds It is in
times like ours, and in circumstances such as these in which we find ourselves,
that such beautifully simple experiments as those suggested in Irving Langmuir's
essay, "Simple Excursions in Science,™ are most keenly appreciated.
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Important to the development of science in China as the present migration
of the universities is, it has a still greater significance for the philosophical
outlook of Chinese youth and of all thoughtful Chinese. When so many university
students, who had been the spoiled darlings of the country, trailed on foot hun-
dreds of miles over the mountainous highways from Changshe to Kunming, China's
youth came of age. Deprived of most of the privileges they had enjoyed without
awareness in the past, these young people heve become more appreciative of the
few privileges left to them. Youth has become accustomed to hardship and is bew
ginning to face the realities of life independently. United against a common
foe and faced with the ever-present threat of sudden and violent death at the
sound of the air-raid siren, the Chinese people, young and old, are developing a
deep.interest in national effairs and a keen sense of personal responsibility.
And they are learning the gracious virtue of tolerance.

That westward march of university students was an education in itself.
Narrow dirt roads, called highways only because trucks mey be driven over them,
wind literally thousands of feet up and down in staricase fashion over steep
mountain ridges and along cliffs where properly placed bridges might have saved
much power and many a humen life. Violating all rules of highway engineering,
these roads, with grades sometimes much steeper than 15 per cent, abound in sharp
U-, 8~ or even Z-sheped bends. Laid out and constructed in the years preceding
the present period of hostilities, the manner of their building was very primi-
tive indeed. Many of the laborers were women and children working under the direc-
tion of young men just out of the universities who had little experience but plen-
ty of sheer courage and determination. Fortunately these¢ roads (many of them
built through malaria-infested areas) were ready for traffic when the westward
migration was forced upon our people, Little did their builders dream they would
so soon become the arteries of the nation along which would flow its lifeblood -
with corpuscles in the form of motor trucks laden with armaments, gasoline, tung
oil, tungsten and meny other essentials for the new China coming into being in
what was then in meny long stretches a sparsely settled wilderness.

That historic march brought students and teachers into unaccustomed in-
timacy with nature and reality. There were few facilities for creature comforts
but the route abounded in intellectual stimulation of many kinds. The difficul-
ties of travel added to bitter struggles with the elements played an important
part in mellowing the students' minds and in developing those ties which fasten
man to his fellow men. MNuch geology and bioclogy was learned first-hand in that
migration from the sea level to altitudes of snow-capped peaks. Massive clouds
drifting against the setting sun, gorgeous displays of lilies and bluebells and
forget-me-nots, the blue lakes and rushing waterfalls and the cathedral-like mag-
nificence of the limestone caverns would meke a poet sing. Endless stretches of
the wildest mountain scenery could not fail to impress the mind with the vastness
of nature and the insignificance of human life.

_ After two months of travel the students finally reached their destination
in Kunming. But life on the campus here is by no means & bed of roses, Tll-
housed and underfed, these students, who were probably the most privileged youths
of the country before the war, are packed double-deck in mud sheds and must cul-
tivate their own vegetables and go without socks. Hundreds of our fine young men,
not satisfied with a passive academic life, have entered the army and are serving
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in the air force, in the mechanized units or in other divisions. Sometimes they
return for short periods, proud to display their uniforms and their stunts to
friends or parents, During air raids our students; even those of the middle
school, exhibit wonderful courage in rescuing the wounded or in guarding the |
school properties. And hundreds of our best medical graduates are forsaking lu-
crative practices and comfortable posts to serve on the technical and medical
staffs of the Red Cross at the front. :

Except for occasjonal concerts and plays life at the new universities in
the interior is rather colorless. But nearby teahouses furnish & new kind of
social lifes Unable to find needed space in the poorly-lighted dormitories, stu-
dents crowd into the teahouses in the evening to study. Paying a few coppers for
a cup of tea they enjoy the tables and the much-coveted electric light; in groups
of three to five they study and discuss their lessons amidst the singing and chat-
ter of idling coolies. These evening hours will be remembered long after the war
is over, ’

The members of the university faculties are little better off than the
-students. Many of us who in pre-war times enjoyed a life of comparative securi-
ty and comfort are now faced with the very real problem of keeping body and soul
together., We no longer apologize for unpressed suits or unpolished shoes and we
are tactful enough not to visit friends whenm it is too close to mealtime. With
many of our most able men entering industry and commerce there is & definite
chenge in the attitude of the intelligentsia toward the realistic and the prac-
tical. A former society girl is running a prosperous flower shop in Kunming,
wives of professors earn pin-money by managing little restaurants and several
assistents in one of the engineering colleges are operating very profitable found-
ries, machine shops or sawmills in their spare time. There is a readjustment of
technical and academic personnel, & shift toward the technical and the industrial
and away from the theoretical and purely academic., Although the loss of trained
men will be felt keenly by the universities, the change in the equilibrium marks
a beginning of a significant new era in the social and economic life of the
Chinese. Commerce and industry are receiving a new impetus, and men in business
and men who work with their heands are coming to enjoy a position equal in pres-
tige to that of men who work with their brains.

In scale, in distance and in the brief span of time allotted to it the
present migration of the Chinese people into the interior of the country is per-
haps without equal in the history of civilized men. It might be compared with -
the migration of Americans in the pioneer days, but it differs in meny ways.
Whereas the American pioneers moved westward voluntarily, impelled by the promise
of wealth and adventure, the Chinese are compelled to move for the sake of pre~
serving the best their country possesses., Hence the types of people settling in
the interior differ from those who settled in the western parts of America,
American pioneers could afford to build a oulture slowly but the migrating Chinese
heve brought with them a culture already built; they are transplanting it to =
practically virgin soils The slow westwerd migration of the Americans marked an
importent step in the development of the United States; the migration of the
Chinese to the interior promises to be of equally great significance for China.
Already a new philosophicel outlook is developing in the minds of the Chinese,
and particularly in the minds of its youth; a new social and economic order, and
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even & new moral code, are'in the making. If the Chinese people and Chinese civi-
lization can pass through this ecritical period of transplantation and become
adapted to the new environment they will not only survive but will blossom out
into a fuller splendor in time to come.

As these lines are being written a Japanese attack on Indo-China seems
imminent. Should the Japanese occupy that country we shall be in danger of an
invasion from that direction. But the region where we are at the moment living,
once considered farthest from the war zones and therefore safest, is now being
transformed into a semi-military area. When the present rainy season ends,

- Japanese airplanes may begin to unload their daily shower of bombs on Kunming.
The same thing that happened to the institutions of higher learning in Chungking
and other more eastern cities may overtake us here. We may have to move still
farther inland and relive our life of the past three years, doing everything over
again - only under perhaps even greater difficulties. Should that be required
of us we are ready and willing, for we live in hope of better years to come and
wo are not discouraged. What has been accomplished can be repeated. We have
great faith in our country, in our people end in ourselves.




*CHINESE UNIVERSITIES ON THE MARCH

Pei~sung Tang

When the universities and other institutions of higher learning in China
had to scurry away from the war zones in the summer of 1937 with the enemy close
at their heels much of what was in the fine laboratories and libraries had to be
left behind. One may to this day purchase from street vendors rare editions sold
by the pound with old magazines, and microscopes are sold as serap iron. Since
the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese war no fewer then 77 universities have moved
from their original sites in the occupied areas thousands of miles to the interior
of China., But mere statistics do not reveal the pathos, the romance and the
spiritual significence of this migration of e civilization.,

- With what little equipment they brought, these universities, if they mey
be so called, settled in various hitherto unheard of places, housing themselves
in wooden sheds or mud huts more like summor cottages than university structures
and began stoically carrying on their mission of preserving and passing on the
fruits of human achievements. In their improvised leboratories, without running

~water or gas and sometimes without even electricity, science is being taught and
research is being carried on. We are, so to speak, having the unique expsrience .
of defying the unidirectional flow of time and have reversed a hundred years or
more to relive the history of science, We are carried back from the age of pyrex
glass and aluminum to the age of wood and pottery. The glitter of chromium is
replaced by the somber hues of bamboo, wood and- crockery.

Necessity has forced us to adapt erude and ancient implements to modern
science. From old kerosene tins and cratings are made thermostats, incubators,
sterilizers, sinks, laboratory benches and furniture. Thermostatic relays are
created from doorbells and flashlight batteries, and old eleetric fans serve ad-
mirably as stirrers. For liquids, utensils made of glazed pottery and paraffined
tin cans serve the same purpose as beakers and watch glasses, and chopsticks are
much cheaper and more handy for the Chinese than crucible tongs. Tilater may be
piped through hollow bambdo almost as conveniently as through iron and the abacus
is & cheaper and far more universal means of calculation than an electric adding
machines, Chemical ignition is performed with & plumber's blowtorch and an opium
smoker's lamp serves as an excellent microburner. In ope of the universities
electric power was supplied by converting the engine of an old truck into a motor
generetor; eand an alcohol plant cdnstructed with five-gallon kerosene cans, and
with its fractionating column made of old cigarette tins, is supplying absolute
aleohol to the biologists of the country.

/
{

In the biological laboratories vegetable wax is a good substitute for im-
ported paraffin and eucalyptus oil is as good & cledring agent as xylol. Cover
glasses are expensive but mica sheets are abundant in southwestern China., In the
field, biologists and geologists are roaming over virgin lands in search of useful
minerals, animals and plants’s For the first time the country is awakened to the

*An essay written on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the founding of Tsing
Hua College, and in honor. of. President. Mei. Yi-chi's 25 years of service to that

University; pp. 41-48, The American Scholar, Vol. 10, No. 1, Winter 1940-41.
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unlimited potentialities of vegetable oils - in the production of which Chine
leads the world. And the almost miraculous curative effects of herb medicines
are being exploited to the full.. Physiologists are substituting soybean milk

for that of the cow and native oranges are displacing the market previously
occupied by oranges from America. In the chemical laboratories elementary prin-
ciples of chemistry may be learned from ‘the purification of native salt, mercury
and other minerals, while organic synthesis may be taught by using castor oil as
the basic material, The major effort of chemiecal research is directed toward the
finding of substitutes, especially for gasoline and lubricants. Lecking facili-
ties for continuing their experiments in atomic physics, our physicists either
resign themselves to speculation on the architecture of the universe or turn their
energies to shortwave radio transmission and to the practical aspects of optics.,

Everywhere the trend is toward the application of scientific knowledge

to the solution of national needs. Economists are now cooperating with natural.
scientists to meet situations arising from the blockade and to plan for a gigan-
tic program of national reconstruction after the war, The theme for the coming
meeting of the Science Society, which is the Chinese equivalent of the American
Association for the Advancement of Science, will probably be "Science and National
Affairs" - a discussion of means of meeting China's technical and scientific needs
through the application of scientific principles,

But attention to the academic aspects of science has not been swept en-
tirely away by the torrent of practical applications. Here and there, under a
leaking roof or in the shadows of tall eucalyptus trees, one may listen to dis-
cussions of the theory of oxidation of pyruvic acid by the cell or to a report
on the synthesis of a new hormone. One of our ablest physicists has just pub-
lished a critical review summarizing experiments on the vibrational spectra and
the structure of polyatomic molecules, Heavy water is being studied. In the
field of biophysics a treatise on the thermodynamics of the relationships of water
within the living cell has cleared up much that was ambiguous in that branch of
physiology.

Our scientific friends may lament and even laugh at the folly of label-
ling so many practical investigations with the dignified term, scientific re-
search, But to us who are living in this artificial period of scientific history
these developments have a deeper meaning. Forced to use science as a tool for
the solution of many vital needs of our country, living in a period like that in
which Newton, Darwin, Harvey, and Priestley lived, science has become & thing
tangible and realistic to us, and for the first time it has become endemic to our
land, We are succeeding, so to speak, in digesting and absorbing what was pre~
viously only something to be admired and wondered at from a distance,

Science in China has just now emerged from the textbook period., Meny of
us are beginning to realize that science is a system built in our own minds with
the earth and the stars as material, and that for its comstruction only a sur-
prisingly few and simple materials are necessary. Nature is full of wonderful
treasures for the mind that is prepared, for the hand that is skilled. It is in
times like ours, and in circumstances such as these in which we find ourselves,
that such beautifully simple experiments as those suggested in Irving Langmuir's
essay, "Simple Excursions in Science," are most keenly appreciated.
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Important to the development of science in China as the present migration
of the universities is, it has a still greater significance for the philosophical
outlook of Chinese youth and of all thoughtful Chinese. When so many university
students, who had been the spoiled darlings of the country, trailed on foot hun-
dreds of miles over the mountainous highways from Changsha to Kunming, China's
youth came of age. Deprived of most of the privileges they had enjoyed without
awareness in the past, these young people have become more appreciative of the
few privileges left to them. Youth has become accustomod to hardship and is be-
ginning to face the realities of life indepundently. United ageinst a common
foe end faced with the ever-present threat of sudden and violent death at the
sound of the air-raid siren, the Chinese people, young and old, are developing a
deep interest in national affairs and a keen sense of personal responsibility.
And they are learning the gracious virtue of tolerancei

That westward merch of university students was an education in itself,
Nerrow dirt roads, called highways only because trucks may be driven over them,
wind literally thousands of feet up and down in staricase fashion over steep
mountain ridges and along cliffs where properly placed bridges might have saved
much power and meny & human life. Violating all rules of highway englneerlng,
these roads, with grades sometimes much steeper than 15 per cent, abound in sharp
U-, S~ or even Z-shaped bends. lLaid out and constructed in the vears preceding
the present period of hostilities, the manner of their building was very primi-
tive indeed. Many of the laboreru were women and children working under the diresc-
tion of young men just out of the universities who had little experience but plei-
ty of sheer courage and determination. Fortunately these roads (many of them
built through malaria-infosted areas) were ready for traffic when the westward
migration was forced upon our people. Little did their builders dream they would
so soon become the arteries of the nation along which would flow its lifeblood =
with corpuscles in the form of motor trucks laden with armaments, gasoline, tung
oil, tungsten and many other essentials for the new China coming into being in
what was then in many long stretches a sparsely settled wilderness,

That historic march brought students and teachers into unaccustomed in-
timacy with nature and reality. There were few facilities for creature comforts
but the route abounded in intellectual stimulation of many kinds, The difficul=
ties of travel added to bitter struggles with the elements played an important
part in mellowing the students' minds and in developing those ties which fasten
man to his fellow mens lNiuch geology and biology was learned first-hand in that
migration from the sea level to altitudes of snow-capped peaks, Massive clouds
drifting against the setting sun, gorgeous displays of lilies and bluebells and
forget-me-nots, the blue lakes and rushing waterfalls and the cathedral-like mag-
nificence of the limestone caverns would meke a poet sing. Endless stretches of
the wildest mountain scenery could not fail to impress the mind with the vastness
of neture and the insignificance of human life,

After two months of travel the students finally reached their destination
in Kunming. But life on the campus here is by no means & bed of roses, Ill-
housed and underfed, these students, who were probably the most privileged youths
of the country before the war, are packed double-deck in mud sheds and must cul-
tivate their own vegetables and go without socks. Hundreds of our fine young men,
not satisfied with a passive academic life, have entered the army and are serving
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in the air force, in the mechanized units or in other divisions, Sometimes they
return’ for short periods, proud to display their uniforms and their stunts to
friends or parents, During air raids our students, even those of the middle
school, exhibit wonderful courage in rescuing the wounded or in guarding the
school properties. And hundreds of our best medical graduates are forsaking lu-
crative practices and comfortable posts to serve on the technical and medical
staffs of the Red Cross at the front. ' ' ’

Except for occasional concerts and plays life at the new universities in
the interior is rather colorless. But nearby teahouses furnish a new kind of
social life. Unable to find needed space in the poorly-lighted dormitories, stus
dents crowd into the teahouses in the evening to study. Paying a few coppers for
& cup of tea they enjoy the tables and the much-coveted electric light; in groups
of three to five they study and discuss their lessons amidst the singing and chat-
ter of idling coolies. These evening hours will be remembered long after the war
is over,

The members of the university faculties are little better off than the
students., WMany of us who in pre~war times enjoyed a life of comparative securi-
ty and comfort are now faced with the very real problem of keeping body and soul
together, We no longer apologize for unpressed suits or unpolished shoes and we
are tactful enough not to visit friends when it is too close to mealtime. With
many of . our most able men entering industry and commerce there is a definite
change in the attitude of the intelligentsia toward the realistic and the prac=
tical, A former society girl is running a prosperous flower shop in Kunming,
wives of professors earn pin-money by msnaging little restaurants and several
assistants in one of the engineering colleges are operating very profitable found-
ries, machine shops or sawmills in their spare time. There is & readjustment of
technical and academic personnel, a shift toward the technical and the industrial
and away from the theoretical and purely academic. Although the loss of trained
men will be felt keenly by the universities, the change in the equilibrium marks
& beginning of a significant new era in the social and economic life of the
Chinese. Commerce and industry are receiving a new impetus, and men in business
and men who work with their hands are coming to enjoy a position equal in pres-
tige to that of men who work with their brains.

In scale, in distance and in the brief span of time allotted to it the
present migration of the Chinese people into the interior of the country is per-
haps without equal in the history of civilized man, It might be compared with
the migration of Americans in the pioneer days, but it differs in many ways.,
Whereas the Ameri¢an pioneers moved westward voluntarily, impelled by the promise
of wealth and adventure, the Chinese are compelled to move for the sake of pre-~
serving the best their country possesses. Hence the types of people settling in
the interior differ from those who settled in the western parts of America,
dmerican pioneers could afford to build a culture slowly but the migrating Chinese
have brought with them a culture already built; they are transplanting it to a
practically virgin soil., The slow westward migration of the Americans marked an
important step in the development of the United States; the migration of the
Chinese to the interior promises to be of equally great significance for China.
Already a new philosophical outlook is developing in the minds of the Chincse,
and particularly in the minds of its youth; a new social and economic order, and
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even & new moral code, are in the making. If the Chinese people and Chinese civi-
lization can pass through this swcritical period of transplantation and become
adapted to the new enviromment they will not only survive but will blossom out
into a fuller splendor in time to come.

As these lines are being written a Japanese attack on Indo-China seems
imminent, Should the Japanese occupy that country we shall be in danger of an
invasion from that direction, But the region where we are at the moment living,
once considered farthest from the war zonss and therefore safest, is now being
transformed into a semi-military area. When the present rainy season ends,
Japaness airplanes may begin to unload their daily shower of bombs on Kunming.
The same thing that happaned to the institutions of higher lsarning in Chungking
and other more sastern cities may overtake us here. We may have to move still
farther inland and relive our life of the past three years, doing everything over
again - only under perhaps even greater difficulties. Should that be required
of us we are ready and willing, for we live in hope of better years to come.and
we arc not discourageds What has been accomplished can be repeated. We have
great faith in our country, in our pe¢ople and in ourselves.,




GINLING COLLEGE - NEWS BULLETIN

(quotations and summaries from recent lebtters)

18 February 1941

Message from President Wu Yi-fang., In the late summer an invitation to come to
o America was sent to President Wu Yi-fang from
the Board of Pounders and the 25th Amniversary Committee. She accepted, contingent
upon war conditions, for a part of March and April, with the explanation that she
was unwilling to be absent from the campus in Chengtu during the later spring weeks
of clearer weather, when the danger of bomb raids would be more acute, There has
now been received from her this cable;

RELUCTANTLY CANCEL TRIP UNCERTAIN POSSIBILITY RETURN JUNE WU

indicating that news reaching Chengtu has given rise to apprehension that the air
service, through which the city is now connected with the outside world, might be
interrupted by difficulties toward which the recent Japanese moves appear to point,
President Wu Yi-fang has been in constant consultation on this matter with her Board
of Directors, the body responsible for the operation of the college in China,

"Here in Chengtu there is no question about our carrying on." The second semester

: of Ginling's fourth
refugee year began February 10, with an enrollment of 200, In Jume 1941 there will
be graduated a class whose members have spent no part of the four years on the home
campus at Nanking, but for whom thé traditions and normel ectivities of Ginling Col-
lege life have been, none the less, vital,

The Founders' Day celebrations of Decémber 7 and 8, marked by a rededication
of Ginling alumnaec and students to the vision of abundant life, were followed by
Christmas activities.

o

Christmas, 1940. The Religious Committee arranged for four pre-Christmas chapel
services to be held in Vandemen Hall. Many times the usual number
of students attended, Palms and gay red "thousand year"™ berry branches made beauti-
ful decorations. Mr, Andrew Koy, Miss Djang Hsiang-lan, Miss Chen Yu-ching (presi-
dent of the student body), and Dr. Lewis Smythe spoke on the following topics; "If
Christ hed not come", "If Christ were received by our world today", "If Christ were
received on our campus today", and "If Christ were received in my own heart today",

Handel's Messiah was given by a combined choir on the Saturday and Sunday even-
ings preceding Christmas. Middle School students, especially invited to a final
rehearsal, packed the hall long before the rehearsal began, and hundreds of people
applied for tickets to the other performances, The Hart College gymnasium seats
about 800, and an overflow of about 300 went to Hart College Chapel, where an ampli-
fier had been installed, Others sat out .on the grass near the gymnasium. Miss
Graves did an excellent piece of conducting, The proceeds were contributed toward
the care of war orphans.

Our Sunday morning service had to be held in the gymnasium because of the large
number of people attending. Miss Settlemyer had trained the choir in some especially
lovely Christmas carols. At the close of the service nine students, two of them
Ginling girls, were baptized, the brief ceremony an integral part of the service,
the atmosphere of consecration and of joy expressing itself naturally in the service
of baptism, '
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The common room and dining room in the student dormitory were beautifully
decorated this year. A cut-out picture of the Nanking campus buildings - made by
Gu Wei-tseng - was on one of the living room walls, with two Christmas trees showm
beside the Central Building., "Merry Christmes" was seid in many different ways -
decorations and mottoes on bulletin boards and in rooms. . Many students held open
house. After a gay supper, at which faculty and students ate together, each class
and the faculty members presented a five-minute program number. Then came Clarke's
play "And the Myrrh", translated into Chinese. As students and teachers went out,
they picked up llghted torches at the door and re turneu to the dormitories singing
carols., : :

”hroughout her twenbv-flv years, Christmas BEve carollers have flourlshod
neturally at Ginling, and in Nenking the streins of "Love Came Down at Christmas"
have been heard softly on spring mornings, bringing memorics of ths stoalthy carol-
lers who had waked on¢ on a moonlit Christmas Bve with a sudden burst of song, and
then erept softly into a candle-lit room to share cocoa and oranges. So, in Chengtu,
late on this Christmas Eve the Ginling carollers started out - twenty-three making
up one group, and others 301n1ng o larger University of Nanking group, to swnetqp
the night with joyous singing. "

On Christmas morning four groups of Ginling girls visited some of the poor
families near the campus, lesving oranges and rice tickets. The money for this had
beon contributed by faculty snd students; yet, although thore was a generous amount,
it d1d not seem to go wvery far this year, for prices have steadily risen.

The faculty kept open house for students on the afternoon of the 3lst, and thus
ended Ginling's Christmas for 1940. It is the wish of all our hearts that before
another Christmos dewns there will be psace betwoen nations and a groat extension
of" the knowluagc of Chrlut and the rual meaning of Cbrlstmas.

"Discovering China." During tho winter holiday between torms, ten students (chosen

~ from 26 applicants) and severnl faculty members wont to tho

. Ginling rural center at Jenshow, a two~-dey ricksha journcy from Chengtu. As last
year, an exhibit of products and handicrafts was arranged by Miss Highbaugh, and
special classes and entertaimments were made possible with the help of the Chengtu
visitors. Onc of the four Ginling sbudents grodusting ot the mid-yoar, Hsiung Ya-no,
is to be at Jenshow witn Wel Dzen-dze to develop a mow conter, suggested by the
hsien officials.

The increcase in traveling costs is keoping students and faculty membors from
long trips during the shorter vrcations, but the adventurc and chsallenge of discover-
ing western Chino and knowing its people take members from both groups into far
corncrs whenever opportunity offuors, The excorpts below are from letters writben in
recent months,

8) Chungking - built on mountains, rocky, winding end fascinating., We rode
for a mile and a half in rickshcs post the creas bombed and burned., It is unimagin-
able and must be szen to be believed, nd these omezing Chincse go on about their
business as though nothing had heppened. They set up shops under brokon archwoys,
ond tables along the curb to display thuir warcs, Over their heads ond sround them,
workmen, many of them boys of ten or twolve, pull dowrn and rebuild the bombed build-
ings - and in botwoen thay are everywhere blasting and chipping out new tunnels in
the rocky hillsides - public ond private air-raid shelters. Many stroets in Chung-
king arec series of old, worn stono sbeps - s many as 200 in o series, narrow and
slippery - and the water carriers, sedan-choir coolics go up and dowm as swiftly ond
as surc-footud as mountain goats.,
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Chengtu is flat plateau, a basin surrounded by mountains and irrigated by a
system installed over a thousand years ago, wide streets for an interior Chinese
city - clean, neat, colorful. Szechuan Province is sufficient unto itself except
for coffee and chemicals and some of the drugs. In our own household the servants
prepare foodstuffs which - in peacetime - we could purchase: butter, peanut butter,
oatmeal, bread, postum, baking powder, flour, and such items.

b) Sikang province, especially the Ning district, has always interested travel-
ers, and since the creation of Sikang on New Year's Day, 1939, as the "baby province"
of China, a larger number of people have gone into this far seéction for pleasure and
on business. A journey into the heart of the Ning district is by no means an easy
one; however, with the completion of the Lo-Si motor highwey, the trip to Sichang
will teke only about three days from Chengtu instead of twelve or thirteen days by
hua ken (sedan chair). The eight districts or hsien of the Ning. distruct are bounded
on the north by the Tung River and on the south by the Gold Saend River, with Sichang
(also called Ningyuanfu) as the center and chief city. .

At the large town of Han Yuen, our fourth day out, we parted company with the
almost constant stream of tea carriers who had been part of the landscape ever since
we left Yann, because it is here in Han Yuen that the people bound for Tibet or Kang-
ting take ome road to the west, while those going to the Ning district take snother
running south. We misscd the tea-carriers at first, but carriers of other commodi-
ties - cotton, cloth, o0il, tobacco - were with us all along the way to Sichang.
Everywhere along the road we met men and pack horses transporting wool, lsather,
medicinal herbs, and hua chiso, @ spice. One has a sense of rich and inexhaustiblo
resources, although methods of cultivation, development, and transport are now most
primitive,

Our fifth day found us crossing the famous and often treacherous Tung River in
& little boat manned by two toothless, jolly old fellows. It was herc thet Chu Ko~
liang, the great hero of the "Three Kingdoms" period (third century) crossed the
Tung with his veliant army. Tang Hsuan, a great Buddhist monk of the T'ang dynasty
(eighth century) tells of crossing this river on his woy to India. The Chinese Red
Army found this part of their "long march" of 1935 very difficult.

Most of Sikang is mountainous. The raising of rich agricultural products is
impossible, and the isolation of the distriet from the rost of the country has re-
tarded its educational and cultural development. The netural scencry has wild
boauty. For botanists it is a heaven - the flora ranging from the edelweiss to the
cactus. Entomologists, too, are fascinated, and hunters arc never disappointed, At
onc small town the gorgeous Ledy Amherst pheassnt was for sale; in other localitios
the villagers are often disturbed by hungry leopards which comc looking for food
even in daylight.

The sparsc population ekes out a bare living by cultivating corn, potatoes and
buckwheat on the mountain slopes, Of the people of the Ning distriect, a large pro-
portion are Lolos, usually found living on the higher lovels of the mountains whero
o great many of them arc engaged in cattle and shecp raising. Racially they arc not
Chinose but possess a culture quite their own, ineluding songs, music, and a simple
written and spokon language. Among themsolves they arc of two distinect classcs - tho
socially superior "Black Bones" and the inferior "Whitc Bones". They are excellcont
soldiers; a number of them are on the staff of the Genoralissimo's headquarters in
Sicheng, and the various Lolo chicfs, both "Black Bones"” and "White Bones", have
pledged allegisnce to the National Govermment snd to Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shok.

The Headquarters staff at Sichang, cstablished about two years ago, is in
charge of the construction of the Lo~8i Highwey, is promoting friendship with the
Lolos and other tribes, 1s dirceting the development of the natural snd agricultural

A
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resources of the province, and is doing a great deal for the social - including
medical - and economic improvement of the province. The great wealth of Sikang is
in its mineral deposits and forest lands. Besides the excellent iron of the Yung
Ching and Sichang districts, copper is found in great sbundance in the southern
part of the district. Zinc is also found, and metallurgists declare that there is
much gold in the Chin Sha Valley.

"Under Normal Conditions". On December 10, fifteen of Ginling's Chinese women fac-

ulty members moved into a second-floor section of the
new hospital on the West China campus. Lack of adequate equipment for opening this
part of the hospital makes it temporarily available to Ginling -~ spacious rooms and
wide halls for steff members who havc been much crowded during past months. For
instance, Miss Liu En-lan, Professor of Geography, who had been sharing a 9x12 room
with a colleague, is now rejoicing in a room large enough for comvenient student
consultations and for a desk on which maps can bo spread out,

Classes are still held in "all,sorts of places", One class, which could not be
included in the schedule for rooms, is held on the porch of a faculty residence,
With winter temperatures near the freezing point, this arrengement is not a llttlo
heroic.

"The book shortage is snother difficulty, and I practically have to write the
texts for my students", Dr. Liu En~lan writes. "The few old textbooks on geology
which are in the West China library are little help in the study of geography accord-
ing to modern standards. But I takc comfort in the survival of the old geographiccal
club of pre-war Ginling, snd its members with my major students are working on an
exhibition called *Political Geogrephy and the Present Warst!." . This exhibit inecluded
agricultural-production maps for China, divisions of Burope in 1914, 1918, and at
the present time, and export meps for various countries - particularly in pstroloum,
More than 500 peoplec attonded the exhibit, and the Science Branch of the Ministry
of Education hus now asked Dr. Liu to prepare photogrephs of those charts and maps
to be printed with a running text for the usc of higher middle school students.

Short Quotes. We enjoyed two nl ays put on by the English Club rccently -~ "The Locked
Chest" and "The Grand Cham's Diamond". Tho science lscturc room was
made 1nto a theatro by taking out the large chairs and scrubbing the steps for use
as seats. Two faculty sons, Billy Phelps (named for his fumous great-uncle) and
Amber Van put on a puppzt show for Ginling students on Januvary 2. Billy said he had
never hod as attentive ond opprecictive en audience - they woere os still as mies, so
that they would not miss a word, Onc of tho puppots was o marvelous clowm manipu-
loted with twelve strings,

Seven Burmese press men have been heorc on a Good Will Mission tour. Dr, Wu
prosented them with colored pileturcs of the Centrrl Building in Nanking; our girls
entertained them with oan excellent exhibition game of volluy ball,

We hqvo reason for adopting the slogan, "Buy now, for tomorrow the price will
be higher. " For instance, rice on Friday was $14.50 a bushel; Saturday morning, $15;
Saturday afternoon, $18. Therc is only & 50% crop this season., The Chengtu plain
has a good yield, but farther way it is poor. Reports of the University of Nanking
Department of Agricultural Economics show that prices are four times whet they were
in the spring of 1937. Coal is found in large quantities in this province and it is
transported by water - yet the price is enormous.

-The second-hand dealers besiege us. Strangely enough, prettier things than
formerly are being brought around; I think life is becoming more difficult for
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formerly well-to-do people, and they are disposing of some of their valuable posseéss~
ionse

" BEsther Rhodes, a Smith slumna recently added to the faculty, is arranging to
give a class in music appreciation for faculty on Sunday evenings next term. Mid-
year student recitals were held on two evemings during the first week in January.

In an air raid on December 30, Japanese bombers made for the south air field,
doing some damage to planes in the process of being assembled, and destroying a
commercial plane which could not take offy There have been several first warnings
recently; but no attacks:

In a talk before the combined Faeculty Councils of the Unlvers1t1es on the Wost
China Campus early in January, Dr. Liu En-lan of the Ginling department of geography
and geology discussed the place of cducation in & national awskeningi "When " she
concluded, "the exhausted nations crouch back to lick their wounds, any ga;n that
might accrue to humanity from a truly Christian peace will be conserved only if,
through educetion, the ideals which Christians are labouring to realize become the
accepted facts and the naturael envirommont of futurs generations,"

Nanking Notes., On the Nanking campus, Mrs. Thurston and Miss Whitmer have the coop-
eration of 25 members of the Chinese administrative and teaching
staff. All contributions designated for this program go into the actual continuance
of instruction. No gifts go to repairs or upkeep, or to the overhsad cost of opera=
tion and maintenance - items which are carcd for in the regular college account,
Some relief funds go to scholarships and some will go to food, for students are not
able to pay ¢ll the cost of really adequate food. Rice is now being paid for at §75
o don, more thon ten times what it cost before 1937, Medical service is also depen-
dent on gif'ts outside the budget.

This year's campus program is the so=-called Experimental Course, of high school
grede. All of the Homeercft equipment and mnturials are in use by the high school
students, who in this way carn part of their foes. The some staff is in charges
Mrs. Tsen, the woeaver, the dyer, and the two women cssistants, Their salaries
(with tho exception of Mrs. Tson's) ore to be covered by the income from sales of
homceraft products, and since the raw matericls have to be bought in o rising morket,
this project has to be most carefully supsrvised in order to balance its budgots
Exchange at cighteen to onc helps to multiply thoe valus of gifts from abroad, in
spite of soaring prices.
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MRS, WAY-SUNG NEW - The ¥ebruary News Bulletin contained the disappointing
message that President Wu Yi-fang had found it necessary to refuse the in-
vitation to come to the States in connection with the 26th Anniversary Pund.
In March Dr, Wu wrote of Mrs., Wey~sung New's plan to come in her stead "to
represent the College in New York" and as her personal representative, lirs,
New and her son Peter were able to secure last-minute reservations on the

S. 8. President Coolidge, and for the past several weeks they have been on
the West Coast. Irs. New is not physically strong enough to cope with a
heavy speaking schedule, but has attended several meetings, has done a limi-
ted amount of speaking, met small groups of people as well as many indivi-
duals, all in the interest of Ginling, It is hoped that she will be in

New York to be present at the Amnual Meeting of the Board of Founders on
May 7th and in June attend the Smith College Commencement.

SPRING CONFERENCE OF 1941 - Ten delegates from Ginling attended this cone-
ference, one of whom writes:

"The Chengtu Christian Student Spring Conference was held
the first week of our winter vacation, January 19th to 25th. The place of
our conference was the Oberlin Memorial School, a high school one hundred
1i (30 miles) distant from Chengtu. The conference was not to be luxurious
and amusing, but it aimed .to be a power reservoir and a burning furnace in
which some of the youth of China would be filled with new hopes and fresh
stimulation, as well as to be moulded into useful vessels. The represen~
tatives were gathered from fourteen universities and high schools round
about Chengtu., The number came up to 120 and there were thirty advisors,
so the total enrollment of the conference was 150, There were ten Ginling
representatives and I was one of 4hem.

"We gathered at the Student Center at six o'clock the
morning of January 19th., Tints of rosy red were shining in the east and
the frost on the grass, on the roofs, and on the fields was a pale layer
of silver. The chill air made us shiver. The birds began to chirp faintly
but sweetly. We were equipped with long trousers and walking shoes for
the long walk before us. There were a few who were not used to such long
Journeys on foot, so they rode on rikshas, while some rode bicycles. As
soon as the roll was called, we were divided in ten small groups and started
on our way. Our simple luggage had been delivered the day before by a horse
carriage, so we walked light~handed. We enjoyed ourselves on the way by
talking, laughing, and looking at the people and scenery that we passed,
There were many wheelbarrows carrying people or goods. At noon we reachéd
a market town and there we had our delightful noon meal, We continued our
travel., We reached a very picturesque wvillage bridge in the twilight and
there we enjoyed the lovely sunset. At this moment the representatives of
the Oberlin lemorial School ceme out to meet us and welcome us to their
building. In the midst of the welcome, I tried to catch the grim beautiful
outlines of this old building which was formerly the property of a very
wealthy landowner. It was built in the old Chinese style, possessing a very
quaint and lofty taste, with its arched doors, high thresholds and long,
winding corridors. There was a garden with a water 1illy pond, and the
courtyard was planted with plum trees and orchids. I appreciated this old
building very much.
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"After our meal we had our opening service, We sat tos
gether in a quiet room and listened to the words of our chairman. He
said, "We are very grateful to the Oberlin Memorial School, our host, for
their welcome and for this spacious building in which to hold our Spring
Conference. It is & great opportunity for us to meet here with so many
new friends.s Let us put our minds snd souls into this meeting so as to
meke it a success . . . o o' " '

The program of gemeral meetings and group conferences
. included talks and discussions on such subjects as The Source of Motive
Power, Christianity and the Individual Life, Christianity and Social Re-
form, New China and the New World.

, “We went to visit the country people and gave them an en-
tertainment in the merket the last afternoon. We had a petriotic play
and sang some patriotic songs. The people enjoyed them because they lack
wholesome amusements.

"On the last night of our conference we had a candle ser-
vice which was very impressive. We were ready to carry our lights back to
our old life. We had a big fire in the open. We began to feel the regret
of separating, We had lived a very ideal life, We had to go from the
mountains back to the plain to our normal life and there put our ideals in-
to practice.

"The song of farewell was sung. We were soon back to our
campus once more. The impression of the Spring Conference would stay in
our minds. We remembered the friendships we made, We remembered the in-
spiring talks and the hope of a new China and a new world, We remembered
the encouraging words. We remembered the grim old castle-like building."

HOME ECONOMICS DEPARTMENT - (February, 1941) - "We are not working for our
own comfort," says e Home Bconomics student in writing of the work of this
department as it is being carried on at the Chengtu campus.

"This semester, the second term after the department was
started, we are fortunate to be permitted to use two small rooms in the
basement of the science building, There we can carry on our laboratory
work smoothly, One of these rooms is used as the office and the storage,
and the other is our classroom and also the laboratory for all sorts of
use. These rooms are dark end damp. The ceiling is not more then eight
feet from the ground, and the windows are low enough to be used as doors.
When other students upstairs are rushing in and out between classes, the
noise right above our heads sounds like thunder. During these moments, if
we are carrying our work straight through, we have to pay perfect attention;
otherwise, we will miss part of the lecture and our thinking will be in-
terrupted.

“In our new laboratory we have tried to adapt all kinds
of native products and locally made utensils, Everything is well selected
and orgenized, in order to fit the standard of living of a middle class
family. Unfortunately we have to use charcoal as fuel, and it is impossi-
ble to fix e chimney. During warmer weather, the smoke and greasy odors
will cause much trouble, I imagine. What can we, refuges students, do?

We are not complaining at all. So far, we are not working for our own
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comfort; we are spending all our time in making articles to use. But before
we can improve the locally made articles, we have to do experiments. For
this reason, we wish to have a better place and some more accurate utensils
to work with. When and how to set up a better laboratory is a problem that
we are anxious to solve."

When this department was inaugurated in 1939, three stu-
dents registered., This number has increased to twenty-two.

HOME ECONOMICS CLUB ~ "This club was organized not long ago by the major
students, The aim of having this club is to encourage the members to en-
joy group life, to be cooperative, to make friends with others, to learn
more things outside of the class periods, and to develop a standard per=
sonality, We have regulur meetings every three weeks. It is & well orga-
nized group; every member has opportunity to be trained as a leader, to
learn public spesking, end to work in a group. Last winter vacatlon six
of our members with a few other students and our advisor went to Jenshow.
While there we tried to help the staff of the Ginling Rural Service. Center
to put up a three-day exhibit to help the country psople know more about
how to take care of their children and their homes, Besides, we made good
‘use of our time by paying visits to these people in order to gain their
confidence in our college graduates who are starting lay-leader training
centers there. Within these three weeks, we believe that we learned a good
deal, too, '

"fe have heard that there are quite a number of books,
donated by American friends of Ginling College for our department, on the
way to Chengtu. We deeply appreciate their generosity and helpfulness.
In the very near future, we will let you know about our new library,"

IMPROVELENT OF THE COUNTRY PEOPLE - One of the students interested in the
Jenshow kural Service Center reports:

"Last year Jenshow farmers were ignorant and they did not
understeand our work., In the exhibition and propaganda work, we just gave
them an outline of the many-sided common knowledge, but they could not
catch the real meaning., Now because of the one year's hard work of our
rural center in Jenshow, these farmers were supplied with things such as
medicine, and knew something about education and handicrafts. They begon
to understand us and to know more about things outside their simple lives.
During the exhibition they asked questions, paid attention to the lectures,
looked at everything and noticed every point carefully. They cast intel-
ligent glances at those thing which had passed through their eyes a year
ago, All of their actions showed that they had begun to learn. For in~
stance, when we worked in Liu Chia-kno, a new center we opened this time,
we could see clearly the improvement of the country people. On the first
day, we gave & war play and war songs. On the second day there was another
play given by the leaders of that small place and the country children sang
songse. From this fact we could see their good spirits and their growing
knowledge. ELven when we were giving lectures or telling stories, they
listened quietly. On the whole we could say that these country people had
increased their common knowledge, We know that the improvement is based
upon the skillful leaders who work hard and also on a better supply of
materials which are desperately needed by the country people. The future
of the rural work in Jenshow will be great and bright,"

i
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Another reference to the Jenshow project says: "We shall
have our English club every two weeks and shall meet in different places,.
such as Normal School, Agricultural 8chool, etc. The officers were elected
last week, The chairmen is Mri Chou; the English teacher of the Agricul-
tural School; Miss Pan, dean of the Normal School, is the vice-chairman;
Wei Djen Dze is the secretary: Miss McDougal (Canadien Hlission) and I are
the program committeei We decided to have a different person preside each
time and to have Feading (the English leadings you sent us), news, reports,
speeches; group singing and games ss our program, In addition we shall
hsve one play and have poetry chorus, we hope."

ALL THIS, AND HUMOR, TOO - (February 8, 1941) - Dr., Liu En-lan finds her
Department of Geography operating under difficulties. "Part of the new
Chemistry building is done and some of the chemistry people are to move
over, so that the rest of us can heve a chance to stretch our legs a little.
Unfortunately, they have not started to move-yet and some of us are thrown
out of our tiny holes and now we are without holes.

"Dr. Reeves has been very nice to us, and last term the
whole department of geography has worked in her office. You can well ima-
gine that we have been acting like Japan in China., Dr. Heeves has hardly
had a chance to use her office all last term. Of course, this year she
has decided to stand for her right and therefore we are thrown out as home-
less dogs. To make the bad situation worse, I am having three assistants
and therefore we need a place for four tables, which mekes the place even
harder to secure. I have been begging from office to office the whole day
asking for a place to put pur tables,

"At the same time, Dr. Reeves has not been well during the
vacation and she is not feeling very keen sbout her old office in that
rickety attic which seems to be full of working electric fans and which can-
not be heated. Finally I secured a little place in a dark corner behind
some shelves in the Zoology museum. Dr. Reeves likes it better because
there she can have a fire and also be near her specimens, while I like the
attic better because there is a larger space for my four tables. Therefore,
we traded; Dr. Reeves is moving down and we are moving up. All's well that
ends well! '

"If anybody wants to give a small definite gift to Ginling,
ask them to give the geography department two little bicycles, one little
cemping tent, and one camera. We'll be much happier to have them than
without them, I am thinking of orgenizing a welking tour into the moun-
tains during the spring vacation, Travel expenses now-a-days are prohibitive.

"Formerly we pitied and wanted to help the riksha men. Now
the riksha men are much better off then college professors, It is a very
usual thing for a riksha man to earn $500 or $600 a month; as collsge pro-
fessors, we get less than $300 a month., In our house we spend $80 in round
numbers for food and miscellaneous expenses, and then for papers, bhooks,
entertaining duties and other obligations. Nobody has any money left by
the end of the month, You do well if you do not run into debt by then.

"One cotton gown which formerly cost $3 now costs $40.
One catty (1 1/3 1bs.) of meat which formerly cost 25 cents now costs §2.80s
Meat is rarely seen at dinner tables of the salaried class now, but not so
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with the laborers and business people. On our way to Jenshow, nine of us
bought a bundle of noodles and simply boiled it in water for breakfast and
it cost us $4.00, but my riksha man alone spent $1.40 for his breakfast.,

We are more calculating and stingy than he is. (Note - Money quotations are
in Chinese currency)

"My rikshe man told me that he spent $20 in going to the
theatre and movies during the New Year, and none of us dared to go near the
theatre for each ticket costs at least $2 or $3. It is no news to hear of
teachers and officers among the junior grades in government offices who have
resigned from their posts and are earning their living by pulling rikshas
now. It is not a rare thing to find riksha men talking about very intelli-
gent problems because they are people of good training, Educational in-
stitutions in China are at present going through a very critical moment.
Because many teachers really do not get enough to support their families,
of course they cannot be whole-hearted about their work.

- "Among students, too, there has developed a very strange
philosophy. There are many things they would never do before, but now they
do it without question. T am gled this economie pressure is not weighing
too heavily upon the farmers, laborers and business people, but the educated.
If they should exchange places, there would be anarchy and confusion which
would be bad for China's resistance, As it is now, it is the intellectuals
who suffer. They are more disciplined and would not go off the track under
the pressure of economy,"

A DEY AND THIRSTY LAND - (February 23, 1941) - Miss Florence Kirk makes
mention of Dr, Liu's Geography Department in saying, "Last night we had the
first rain of any account since October. Dr. Liu says that she and her
geography students began their weather records on November 12 and they have
never recorded rainfall ! And we are accustomed to think of this as a wetb
climate ! The instruments for recording rainfall are in our yard, so we

see Dr. Liu or her 'majors' four times a day, The country beyond the irri-
gated Chengbu plain is in dire need of lots of rain; the threatened famine
gives another reason for rice to jump in price."

NOTES IN BRIEF - (February 1941) - Word has been received that Dr. Wu has
been appointed one of the five chairmen of +the People's Politicael Council.
She represented the fifteen women delegates.

Liu En-lan, Dr. Wu, Catharine Sutherland, and a few other
senior members of the faculty received certificates from the government in
honor of continuous service to one institution over a number of years.

Miss Ying Shen-gu received first prize ($100) for her es-
say, "Seven Days at Ginling." The prize was given by the International
Studentst Association, the contest being arranged for propaganda material.

We received the sad news a week ago that Miss Hargaret Kees,
who resigned from the University of Nanking English department in January
" to go home to be with her ill mother, had been killed when a truck overturnecd
between Kunming end Lashio. . :

Dr., Djang Hsiend-lan i% conduecting personality and intelli-
gence tests among our students. She will give a report at the academic council
meeting next Monday evening, and if possible, she would like these tests given
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along with the entrance tests. West China University is considering having
Dr. Djang give them to their students. ' ‘ '

Sunday morning discussion groups for students have been
started, Six faculty members, Dr. Djang Hsiang-len, Dr. Chen Pin-dji, Miss
Chester, Miss Florence Kirk, Miss Fan, Dr. Liu En-lan, are in charge, They
keep the seme subjects, while the students rotate., Some of the subjects
are as follows: "Friendship" (always the most popular), "Character Building",
"Vietorious Living", and "My Philosophy."™ At the end of the six weeks a
student retreat may be held. Five students wish to be baptized at Easter.

Miss Highbaugh writes that a new day hes come to China when
college professors will welk a whole day with their students. She was speak-
ing of the Chinese faculty who went to Jonshow winter vacation time, She
was very much pleased with the work they did this year.

"COMING EVENTS" - listed in February for the months of March and April included
8 combined recitel by Mrs, Kwan and Miss Bsther Rhodes, and an Easter Festival
to last three days during which time the play "The Alabaster Box" was to be
given as well as one of Sir Edward Elgar's Cantatas,

NANKING NEWS -~ From Mrs. Lawrence Thurston's personal report written in March
the following paragraphs are copied:

"Children Welfare work includes a neighborhood day school,
with 80 children, continuing a service the college YWCA has sponsored since
the second year of the college (1916). A half day school with 30 children,
one of the one-meal-a-day schools in the city, is supported in part by funds
from the Nationel Christian Council. A kindergarten of 30 children continues
the Nursery School started for children of refugees in 1938, including now
children of a few teachers and servants living on the campus, and near néighbors.

"Neighborhood work, also continuing a service the college
hes rendered here since 1923, ministers to the needs of poor neighbors., Miss
Lo, the worker in charge of women's work, holds two meetings a week, visits
homes and investigates need for relief, Each month some 15-20 families are
helped to meet emergencies arising out of sickness or death or poverty. A
loan fund has made possible the purchase of rice at the lower prices of the
harvest: rice was $45 a picul in September, is $85 now. A family of five
needs this amount each month. Bonus additions to servents' wages amount to
nearly 100% of wages paid a year ago and when food is included the cost to
us is 366 2/3% what it was two years ago.

"Medical service for the campus and the community includes
student clinics, vaccination and inoculation, supplementary feeding with
bean milk and other needed additions to a poverty diet; and hospital care
paid for where salaries and wages arc too low to cover such expense - and
the University Hospital income inadequate for the demends for free service.
Gifts for relief continue to come in small checks from Priends abroad, en-
abling us to do what we have time and strength to do for the known needs
of our neighborhood end campus communities,




AMERICAN PRESIDENL LINES

On Board 5. §. PRESIDENT COOLIDGE

July 1, 1641,

Dear Mr. Evans:

Perhaps some comments on life in Chengitu in recent months may be
of some use in Hew York. I know how you want news and reports constantly.
There may be nothing new in what I shall say, bubt it may be stated in a
different way. ’

e are learning to live in.a war refugee situation with more grace,
I thinke The completion of the beaubiful Chemistry Building hes solved many
;erious problems of overecrowding in laboratory classesg. Drs Liu En~lan has a
lab of her ownj and the youthful Home Economics Department has been grateful
for thé darlk underground leboratory formerly utilized by the Ginling Chemistry
Departimens.

In many ways the incoming refugees stertled the peace of the lovely
cempus. In some cases we adtually created space where there was none. In
Vandemen, Ginling got permission to elése the side entrance on the north, and
to wall in the two hellweys -~ and there were two classroams, often in use for
sg&ll classes, conferences, meetings of the Cur¥iculim eand Entrance Committees,
ote.

Ginling funcbions on various parts of the cempus, the Dormitory,
classes in Vandeman, Biology and Chemistry Buildings, the Music Buildings and
Gymuasium, and in two Faculty Houses. Dr. Wu is everywhere respected and ad-
mired. Someone has called her "The Second Lady of the Land." Her fairness,
sound judgment, humor and Christien viewpoint meke her a real power. Many
along the way have asked how she is. I think she keeps fairly well, but never
takes & real holiday, and never has the time to look after herself, She gives
everything to Ginling and to China, and puts us to shame for her devotion.

Some actbivities go on that you mey find of interests The Student
Centre is a hive of activity. It draws students from all universities, snd
gives those who lived in crowded conditions e chance to play, to meet other
students, end provides rooms for committees. Andy Rey is the guiding spirit,
and puts greet emergy, thought and spirituelity into his work with the students.
They edore hime. The two main rooms after 6130 P. e each svening (many dorm-
itories eat at 5:30) are busy. In one are table gemes; crocinol, Chinese
Chess, etce, and in the other are magazines, papers, and here students sit to
talke For 2,000 students it is a pitifully small building, but it is a begin-
ning in this co-operative Christien wenbure of serving the studentse

The Home Economics display late in May was & new thing for the cem~
pus. In the second semestor we had two teechers, Miss Young and Miss Swene
There are quite & number of mejors, and all erc keenly alive. Tho displey was
erranged one Saturdey in the large chepel in Hart College. Hundreds of peo-
ple attendeds Therc wore tables showing what a choap balanced diet must ln-
clude, & table displaying the various produets obtainable from the soy bean,

& tablo with meny foods made from blood, & table with hundred celorie pore
tions, another showing the special valuss of various food constituentys,
(iron, caleium, ote., Cherts showed how flies and mosquitoes could be cone
trolled, cars of children, and the like. The sewing demonstrated what
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attractive curteins, cushion covers, table runners could be made from native
maeterials, (By the way, the curtains and lampshades were put in the dormitory
living=room to replace the faded ones, it seemed to me this was s very practi-
cal achievemgnt). - As one left the exhibit, there was candy and ceke for sale, |
all made by the students,

Exhibits are & real part of campus life nows Dre Liu Enklan's wone
derful exhiblt earlier in the semester would have dome credit to any student
group enywhere, but it was amazing when one considered it was the work of half

& dozen mejor studentse. A campus commitbtee interested in art arranges fine ex-
hibits of this Chinese artist or that; usually on Saturday and Sunday in Vande~
mane The last I saw was by on ertist at the Nenking Theologieal Seminary; thetre
was one room of religious psintings, one of secular., Sueh things sre in the
right dircetion. '

The Ginling girls have started a co-operstive store for themselves.
This has grown out of the high price situation which has mede food so very high
thet diet is a serious probleme I remember when the question came up in BExevcu~
tive Committee: "Shall we try to keep the quality of food up to the standard we
believe necessary to maintain health and officiency, or shall we lower it?" Of
course we deeided on the former, and as a result the food in the Ginling dormie
tory is betber than in several othsr dormitories. (The financial implications
were, however, to be faceds If we cherged what the food cost, many studenbts
could not pays) However, more and more the students found themselves hungry;
there was recourse to the peenut, end some girls ate so many that stomach brouble
developeds The peanuts, candy, rolls, cakes, were generally purchased at the
gatohouse, beoause it wes too mueh trouble to go to the city o buy. The galbe=
man cherged high prices, and when by the girls’ ecalculations he profited $300 -
$400 o month, the girls decided something must be done. Pifteen or twenty girls
beceme the business committee, and in a 10' % 10' room in the dormitory, the
store began stocking peanuts, candy, cakes, towels, soap, ink, paper, ctece The
Committes have worked out e plan whereby the store iz opened certain hours a day,
eround meal-times, 4 to 6, and 9 to 10 at night.

The Peanut Butber Project of the Sociology Department has done welle
Miss Djo Yu=lin was in charge, end she was able to provide work ong day a week
for three of her women clientse The pesnuts were bought freshly rossted on
Tuesday, ground in the old=fashioned stone mill (two round blocks fitting one
on top of the obher, ond turned by hand), and on Viednesday, servants of fhe
different households brought conteiners for their ordere It was very popular,
for the butter was much finer in quality and had more oil than what was pPro=
duced in the kitchone The rising price of milk also made peanut bubber an
everyday article on most tablese I have watched the women at works one stone
grinder was worked by one woman, end the peanuts dropped in by hand, one at 8
timse In the larger, that wes munaged by bwo womon, two or three pwanubts wentb
into the hole, and a chopstick shoved them downe Miss Djo has given fine
community sorvice in this projects

In the early spring, to meet the elmost certain interruptions of classes
due to bombing, the campus adopted & new schedule: 7=11 Ae Me and 2«8 P. Me I%
took & little adjustment, but most people preferred it, for the long noon hour
gave a real rest time. Until T left - June 8rd = we had lost class time only a
few deys, and even then, we lost much less timo than formerly since the warnings
usually come about 11 o'clocks We had onc or twe bombings, out at airfislds
with few casualbics.




The new Senior Class start out into a very chaotio worlde There
is no leck of positions, for there are two or three positions aweiting each
girl, but the old security is gone. I think I have not seen a class more
loath to go, and more sad at leavings I was very sorry to miss the fiunal
events: Cless Day, Senior Benquet, Baccalaureate and Commencement.

Miss Rhodes and I have had & good trip. We missed the berrible
bombings in Churgking, and reached Hongkong safely, but had meny hours waitb
on the airfields both in Chengtu and Chungkings We have made & quick trip,
leaving Hongkong July 16th) and not calling at Japan ot all,. I heer that this
ship is no longer the "Coolidge™ but since Homolulu is the Us Se Ao Army Irans=-
porta :

We've had exceptionally‘smOOth seas, and good company, but we shell
be glad %o reach land tomorrow morning. : ,

With «ll good wishes; Mr. Lvans, I must close.

Sincersly,

{Signed) Florence A. Kirk
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The follewing news of the field mna | Hecr)
is takeén from Dr. Wu's latest ‘ ‘
letter to the Ginling office,
dated gg;y‘z, 1941
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. "I wish to thank you for writing me about the Founders' meeting on May 2Tth.
Mrs. New has written me about some of the discussions, and I shall wait to see the
minutess I am confident that our Founders are giving careful consideration to this
important question. It will take some time, I am sure, for the various boards to
study the new set-up in relation to each institution,

"The joint Baccalaureate service for the Associated Universities on this cam-
pus was held on Sunday, June 22nd, Just before the service started, the preliminary
air raid warning was sounded. Usually classes carry on until the first siren is
sounded which indicates that the enemy planes are approaching Chengtu. When they get
near the city; the urgent siren is sounded. So that morning, we went on with the ser-
vice with the hall full. . But we were hardly half way through when the first siren was
sounded, and Dr. Frank Price had to shorten his sermon by giving only the outline in
five minutes. The large congregation was just out of the hall when the urgent warn-
ing came, ' ‘ : :

"Commencement was scheduled to start at eight o'clock the next morning, and
strange enbﬁ@h;iﬁhéré“was'andthér”prelﬂninary'warning; We actually started going into
the hall in procession ahead of the scheduled timeé; and we carried on the exercises as
arranged.  Governor Chang Chun gave the address, and his advice to the students was,
"Be still, be patient, and be strong." It seemed very fitting to talk on this theme
when there was an impending air raid, Again it wes fortunate that we finished the
giving of the diplomas before the siren was sounded; Philosophically speaking, we
may take these two successive air raids to remind our graduates of the time they are
going out to serve., From thé four institutionsj over three hundred students completed
the regular college course and short training courses of various types. In Ginling
the total number in this class is twenty~three. Five of them completed their course
in January and two finished in Shanghai. This is the first class after the war with
some of them never having been to our own campus. Some others were in Nanking for a
year, but their study was interrupted for a year because of the war,

"The usual functions toward the end of a school year took place without intere
ruption. The annual student recital of the music department was a real success, and
we consider it the best program the department has ever given, The new department of
Home Economies gave an exhibit in cooking and interior decoration. It was a very in-
teresting exhibit end it roused much interest, especially because all sorts of local
material were used, New recipes were prepared making use of nutritious, but inexpen-
sive material. If widely adapted, these new articles of food will greatly reduce the
deficiency of war time diets. : :

"During the summer vacation, various projects for students have been organized.
For our own work in Jenshow, ten students and Miss Sutherland went for a period of six
weeks, Dr. Liu En-lan is active. in the group going to Sikong for investigation and
study. Miss Phoebe Hoh is directing the students who are serving the servant class
and neighborhood people in night classes. The Chengtu Chinese Industrial Cooperative
is now using our classrooms in giving a week's training to students who will later this
Summer serve as organizers for new cooperatives. I do not need to tell you about all
the student service groups, I merely wish to have you know how we are combining stu-
dent relief with serwvice, Because of the high living cost, many of the students depend
entirely upon relief. However, with all these projects, they are given the opportu-
nity to render some service in return.*
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To the Board of Founders of Ginling College

Since Mrs. Charles Corbett left for her vacation on July 1st, the
Ginling office work has been handled by the office staff. Miss Ewing had
her vacation in July and has been able to carry on during the rest of the
summer, Mrs. Foster and Miss Torrance, while having their vacations also,
have been exceedingly helpful and cooperative.

Some things have come to pass during these humble days of suspense
- and tragedy in which the Founders will: find interest.

First, the 25th Anniversary Fund cash receipts had reached a total
of $30,714.56 on August 7th. There are others who will wish to give to this
fund as Dr. Wu has definitely stated that it is her desire to have it estab-
lished as an Endowment Fund, and proper representations will be made to Gin~
ling Trustee Committees to carry out this wish. This also meets with the
approval of the Chairmen of the 25th Amnniversary Committee, and therefore it
is imperative to put the money to work as soon as possible,

Dr. Wu wrote a personal letter to Miss Walmsley inviting her to come
to China - Chengtu or Nanking - during the 1941-42 academic year and work on
the Chinese base of salary, Miss Walmsley to pay her own travel. This invi-
tation was the result of Miss Walmsley writing Dr. Wu that the next year she
would be free for.China if Ginling wanted her. WMiss Walmsley in turn asked
the office to procure passage, but the State Department has refused her pass-
port.

Mrs. Lucy Yeh has received a call from Dr. Wu to return te China and
negotiations are in progress regarding her sailings. Reservations for her on
a Jave Pacific boat to Menile are now worthless as Manile has been omitted
from the schedules It is hoped that an American President boat will be sail-
ing the early part of September. Mrs. Yeh's present address is - c/o Miss
Eula Negler, 2208 Sherman Avenue, Evanston, Illinois, Epartment J3.




Board of Founders -2 15 August 1941

Dr. Cora Reeves, of the Department of Biology at Ginling sinde 1917,
has now been retired and arrived in this country the first of August, having
come from the West China campus at Chengtu where she has been with Ginling
since their trek from Nanking in 1937. She is still on the Coast, but it is
goped that her plans will bring her East in time for the fall meetlng of the

oard.

Mrs. New is still in the East, and her plans indicate that she will
be staying in this area for some little time to come.

Miss Florence Kirk arrived in Americe along with Miss Esther Rhodes,
who is now in Little Falls. Miss Kirk is endeavoring to enter Northwestern,
but is ready to enter Jowa State when e scholarship is available. She has
written a Ginling article which will appear in the Women's Program Number
of the Methodist Board publication to be issued in the fall.

Miss Wu Mao-i will continue at Radecliffe on a scholarship for her
doctor's degree. This was granted on the marked improvement in her work as
the school year drew to a close. We are delighted at her progress.

Income from United China Relief has been suffiecient to assure the
completion of the first stage of the campaign which provides the Associated
Boards with $140,000, or a total of $250,000 for 1940-41. Ginling's share is
$14,000, of which $13,706 has been received and $10,000 used for 1940-41, the
balance of $3,706 being held for the first half of 1941-42. We are awaiting
a cable from China covering the operations of the past year, as the results
from other colleges show deficits for 1940-41., It is possible this extra amount

" will be required to cover over-drafts for last year.

The freezing of funds has caused a tremendous amount of extra work.
In harmony with the United China Relief, we have secured the release of bank
accounts carried in the U.S. and operated solely by the Trustees. Accounts
operated from China are still frozen and every effort is being made to get
them free. If necessary, money can be sent to Chengtu through the Central
Bank of China,

A long list of women have been considered by the Office Committee of
the Associated Boards, but without securing & person to fill the vacancy on
the staff specifically designated for Women's work. Two excellent prospects
are now under consideration and the avoidance of haste may prove the securing
of just the right one to carry on.

Slncerely yours,
:ézgéilttnguxLA._u S;S \QLQQ*&——u\

Secretary




CHRISTMAS LETTER 1941
from Stella Marie Graves

Ginling College
Chengtu, Szechuan, West China
November 18, 1941

w 4

Dear Friends:

A letter from IMina, Lena and Mary came by air mail, dated October 29th,
and reached me last night., That was a kind of miracle. If only this letter
makes as good time, it will reach you in ample time for Christmas, Christmas! -
How our hearts yearn that this may indeed be a real Christmas, that people may
listen and hear the angels! song - "O little Child of Bethlehem, descend to
us we pray, Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us we pray",

Mine asks about how I am, - very well now, thank you, = this fall I
found I have been having a nine months', possibly a three years!?, bout with
Mr. Amoeba end his many progeny, but now that he has departed, I am feeling
better than I have for many a moon and really enjoying my work. Just at the
present moment I am having a little enforced rest due to straining my right
ankle, - I'm sure it is only a strain; it happened yesterday morning, and al-
ready it is so much better. November 20th, - all right nowl

This year we have, most of us, moved over to the new hospital. Ginling
had planned to erect a residence for us, but a suitable place was not found, and
by the time the search for such a place was given up, the money had so depre-
ciated in value that it could not be considered, The United Hospital was trying
to finish certain sections of its big new plant and a happy inspiration resulted
in Ginling's putting this residence money into the completion of one wing of
this building. As a result, we are permitted to live here until the end of the
war, I believe, One big reason for this is that it will be impossible to get up
the Burma Road the supplies necessary for furnishing and equipping this new
plant, So we are heres We miss the big beautiful garden of last year's resi-
dence, and when it gets cold, we may wish for something more than charcoal bra-
ziers, but until then we are thoroughly enjoying having so many of us together
again, - over twenty of us, women beachers, in this building. Ruth Chester and
Lillian Kirk are the only ones of the foreign staff not here. Ruth and Catharine
Sutherland have gone Chinese so far as food goes, Lillian has been living with
her cousins, the Sparlings, and has had one thing after ancother, ending with a
so far nameless fever that has lasted since summer, but now is nearly normal.

It has completely stumped the doctors. Poor Lillian and poor Dr, Wu without her
English secretary! Miss Mary Lemberton (one of the Shanghai refugees, now taking
Florence Kirk's job as head of our English Department while Florence is on fur-
lough) and I are the only ones who eat only western food., Pearl Longman has
breakfast with us, Alice Settlemyer will have one meal a day with us a little
later, (she has two meals of Chinese food.) I would so like to eat Chinese food
but it sure did not agree with me when I tried it when I came back, I wish you
could hear me trying to take accounts with our former coolie, now our cook, with
my very limited Chinese vocabularyt Ve get on very well now when we talk of
ordinary vegetables and most simple things. But let him start talking about
what is needed to mend the kitchen stove, or let me try to tell him how to make
some new dish, =~ then I soon ¢all for help, Happily, there are plenty of very
patient friends around who don't seem too bored when I beg them to please come
and translate for me for just a minutef.
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We have nice big, airy, sunny rooms, - when there is sunshine., There
has been a good deal of sunshine this fall that has been entirely peaceful, so
far. 1In several rooms, even here, there are two of the younger teachers or
assistents in a room, It is amazing the number of people who come and go to
Chengtu and from this city elsewhere, And how this University has e xtended
hospitality to so many people and institutions is a constant source of amaze~
ment and gratitude to us all, ’

I did not know it in time to be able to tell you, but I hope.some of
you will be listening in next week for the "Chengtu Week" program. I was asked
to'arrange for two half-hour music programs for broadcasting to America for the
$6,000,000 China Relief drive, The request came from Chungking that our Chengtu
Choral Society, - we call it the Four Universities Chorus, - should sings The
request was for some Chinese music, but at present it would be impossible to
interrupt our préparation for the Messiah concerts coming at Christmas, so we
shall sing two choruses from the Messiah., I have asked a Chinese teacher in
West Chine Christian Union University (a charming young woman) to play what is
called here the "nanhu", It is a three-stringed instrument, played with a bow,
Also I have asked another Chinese women from Shanghai Conservatory of Music to
play the violin. The second program on December 6th, lrs, Lucy Yeh of our
Music Department, will take charge of, and our College Glee Club will sing under
her direction, I trust she herself will sing., We are so happy and proud to
have her back with us at last, She is a very joyful, vivacious addition to our
Department, and she has real religious convictions, which will surely meke her
doubly valuable, The Choral Society program will be November 29th here, in the
evening, I thought people in America would also be interested to hear a chorus
made up largely of Chinese University students sing choruses from a work they
know so well, At present over a hundred are attending rehearsals quite faith-
fully. It is very difficult to be at all sure of the membership because it is
voluntary end from so many universities. There may be ten or fifteen foreigners
in our chorus. - = Again we are strugpling with the printing of the music, Some
of the choruses we have, but others were arranged to be printed in the summers
After many appeals (all wes promised for October 1st), we discovered that the
printer just could not get men who could or would do the making of the copies,
traced from the original, from which the impression is made on huge blocks of
stone and then printed, In Shanghai it would be photographed, but they can't
get materials for that here, so this very primitive method is being used. So
then it was my job to get students and supervise their making the necessary
copies, since November 1lst. It is almost all done, only two more pages, so I
hope we may have all of the musiec soon., The chorus work has been a real pleas=
ure this year, because of the faithfulness of attendance of the chorus, and
their enthusiasm,

As I told you, prices did go down in late August, - the price of rice,
I should say, =~ but other prices continued up. But now rice also has gone up.
Whereas $6,00 used to pay for one month's food bBill in our dormitory for our
students in Nanking, now they pay about $100,00, A cake of ordinary laundry
soap, good grade, cost. §1,90 in the summer. Someotie remarked that a cake of
Ivory Soap that was given me not long ago costs $40,00 on the street, Milk is
$1,00 for a small cup. - - And yet, although we probably now pay as much or
more than you do for food in actual gold -~ U.S. currency, I mean, - for western
food, we still have all we need here, Some of our English friends are having
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very serious problems, and our teachers, to quote one of them, are living just
on the border line, Those of our faculty members who have no family resporisi=~ -
bilities can afford to supplement the dormitory food, - - - We, some of us in
this residence and other small groups, are beginning to pray earnestly for a
real spiritual revolution among us, beginning with ourselves, that we may find
the way, in the midst of many difficulties and many unsurpassed opportunities,
to live and give God's message to people on this campus and in this city. I
think there has never been so much open hunger to discover how to live victori-
ously and be able to solve the problems that are always before us, My thought
the other morning in my quiet time for the fellowship we are hoping to create
smong, our faculty was that our fellowship may create real friendships,with God
at the centér; may receive greater vision of God's plan for us here because of
our increased unity; that we may support each other faithfully in prayer in the
work we are doing, in order that Ginling may becomé, to a richer degree than
ever before, a God-given source of "abundant life", of peace-making, and of
spiritual revolution here on this campus, first of all, and in this city and
nation, Please add your prayers to ours that we may not fail by any small or
large selfishnesses, or by lack of vision., = In comparison with so meny thousands
of people in occupied China and in Europe, we here know nothing of the meening
of sacrifice or suffering, Pray for us, that if suffering does come, we may be
"worthy to suffer", :

I am asking our Ginling.office’inrNew York to print and send out this
letter for me, since I have a little credit there,

With love and best wishes to each of you for the Christmas season and
for the New Year,

Your friend,

(signed) Stella Marie Graves
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To the Members of the
Board of Founders of Ginling College

Dear Friends:

Up %o this morning no word whatsoever had been
received regarding conditions in Nanking where Mrs, Thurston
has been carrying on the work of Ginling on the home campus.

However, this noon, at the meeting of the East
Asia Committee of the Foreign Missions Conference, two sig-
nificant messages were reported, One was relayed through
Menila: “MISSIONARIES IN SHANGHAI SAFE". Another message,
dated at Nanking, read “ALL NATIONALS INTERNED IN HOMES BUT
ARE SAFE"™. This is most reassuring news which brings great
reliefs A later message from Shanghei read as follows:
Y"REASSURING REPORTS REGARDING MISSIONARY WELFARE AUTHORITIES
INSTITUTING WIDER INQUIRIESY,

As further information comes to hand, it will be
forwarded to members of the Ginling Board,

Very truly yours, _

e

: C. A. EVANS
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Also. sent to the following Former Faculty Members

Mrs. M. Searle Bates

Miss Edith C, Height

Mrs. Walter G. Hiltner
- Miss Abigail Hoffsommer

Miss Florence Kirk

Miss Helen M., Loomis

Mrs. Samuel J., Mills

Miss Mereb Mossman

Miss Cora Reeves

Mrs. Mabel Rhead

Miss Esther Rhodes

Mrs. George H. Rounds

Miss Katharine Schutze

Miss Louise Shoup

Miss Esther E. Tep pert

Mrs. Jo Claude Thomson

Miss Mary B, Treudley

Miss Evelyn M, Welmsley

Miss Emily J, Werner

Also sent to the following Ginling Alurmmee in Americg

Miss Marguerite Bao
Miss Chang Hwei-lan
Miss Djao Hua-chuen
Miss Dju Gioh-fang
Miss Hsi Mo-chuen
Miss Li Gwan-yuen
Miss Li Mei-yun
Miss Liu Ching-ho
Miss Lo Ai-djen
Miss Lu Gwei~djen
Mrs. Way-Sung New
Miss Ong Hwei-lan
Mrs. Albert T, Quon
Mi ss Weng Ming-djen
lirs. Tsiang Yen-si
Mrs. G, P Waung
Miss Wu Mao-i

Mrs. ¥ang Sheo-tseng
Miss Wu Suen-i

Mrs. Agnes S, Ying
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