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I May 8, 1938 = I am to be asked to go as one of the delegation from China to
Tedras, where the enlarged meeting of the International Missionary Council is being
helde They were originally planning to hold it at Hangchow, but for obvious reasons
they have had to change that, and are now going to Madras. I am quite thrilled about
jts I talked to Dr. Wu about it on Monday, and she is willing for me to give a
provisional acceptance, and after we get up to Chengtu we can see better whether

it will be possible for me to getaway. Dr. Wu herself is going, so we could travel
together, of course it will mean flying from Chengtu to Hong Kong; unless we go

by the new road out from Yunman to Burma . The boat leaves Hong Kong on November
30th, and we get back there January 15the :

Tuesday I got up fairly early to see Dr. Wu off at the Customs jetbty, in
company with many otherse Mrs. New and Peter New are going down to Hong Kong with
hers Dre. Wu has not had much of a rest in Shanghai, I am afraid, and I doubt if she
will get onc during the next few months, but perhaps by the end of July she will
have done most of the preliminary plannings

On Saturday I had tried to arrange o group in the afternoon for alumnae,
but it is extraordinarily hard to find @ time which will suit more than two or three,
in the end only one came - but we hod quite a satisfactory talk together. It is
difficult these days not be rather overwhelmed by the amount of organized will power
that there is, and the apparent ineffectiveness of the will to good, which does
exist, but is so much harder to get going. It is of course undoubtedly casier to
nrouse the desire to inflict suffering on others, than to arouse people to a desire
to bear suffering oneself, which is what the people of good will have to face if
they are going to make any headway agninst the present situatlon.

Herry Silecock of the Friends! Mission is here to discuss the possibility
of the Friends starting relief work in this area; there are o good many different
opinions as to whom you will really be helping if you stort re~habilitation work
nows He reports a very good state of morale in West Chinn and elsewhere, from where
he has just comes

II May 16, 1938 - The taking of Amoy has added to the general gloome One of our
studonts who Lives in Changchow is very apprehensive as to what may happen theres

T met at Hankow Dr. Wyatt of the BeM. who is reported to have been shot this morning.
Perhaps they will find him, end he will recover.

On Tuesday evening I went to supper at the Foreign Y followed by a dis=
cussion of the guestions that we are due to take up at Madras. It was quite interest-
ing, though we got guite a long way off the point.

III May 26th, 1938 = I had a discussion group Seturday afternoon, three girls 1
Think turned up this time, and we had quite an interesting time. When one is dis~
cussing any religious subject just now it is interesting to see how the discussion
always gravitates towards the question "Is it really possible to love our enemies =
are wo expected to do it? ete, etc.” One girl (not in this group) said quite frankly
that for herself she was leaving it to Jesus, she diddt think there was anything

she could do about it. But I think it is significant whether théy think it possible
or not, they always come back to it, thoy ean't forget that Jesus did tell them to
‘ove their cnemicse I brought Liu Baoddoh home to lunch and tome She is a girl from
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Changchow near Amoy in Fukien Province éﬁd'was feeling rather woepy as that was
just tho time of the news of the taking of Amoy.. I did what I could to cheer her

UPe

On Monday I went to an F.O.Re meeting, where John Barr was speaking on
the Peace Movement in Englande He feels that you have to roll up large numbers,
I know there is a good deal in that, but I can't help fecling that the Christian
Church was quite a lot more effective in the days before it grew so large. I think
you have to be very careful not to spread certain things too thin. We talked a
little about the drug traffic, which is naturally on the increase, as it is our -
neighbors pleasant little way of hdping to pay the expenses of this jolly little
incident.

On Tuesday evening we were discussing the greatest hindrances to the
development of Christianity in China. ' : ’

On Wodnesday I had a lunch-time discussion with five students, which went
quite welle They expressed themselves quite freely, and though I don't think we
settled anything, I think we got certain points rather clearer. On Thursday the
different women's clubs in Shanghei were holding a one day institute the subject
of which was Mental Welfare in Shanghai. It has been sponsored by a Dr. Fanny
Holperns an . Austrian, who is the head of the department of Neurology and Psychiatry
at the Red Cross Hospital, and is very anxious to get more work done in Shangha i
nlong the lines of sebtbing up more clinics for problem children. We started off
with a little good cheer talk by the Dean of the Cathedrals He made one remark
with whieh I profoundly disagree; he said that in difficult times when one was
inclined to feel pessimistie, there was nothing like a dose of history to cure you.
Tt seems to me that it is just the other way round, I have been teaching 19th and
20th Century history this term; we have just got to the Great War, and it seems
to me the most profoundly distressing subject, as we never learn, and make almost
011 the same mistakes over again, I don't mean there is not another side to it,
but tt seems to be one that strikes one the most, and all because of the incur-
able solfishness of mans They will never give up a thing freely ond of their own

_nccord, but cling to it, generally until it is too late to accomplish the change
without bitterness and wviolences

On Wednesday afternoon I went to make an application for a permit to go
to Nankinge The Japanese guide took me to another place than the one I thought
it should be, but he seemed to know, and we spent a long time filling in forms or
ot least he did, as it all had to be in Japanese, but when we got it all done it
scemed that was not the right place, that w&g‘@%inese got permitse He had another
appointment, so we couldn't go on to the right place. On Saturday I had another
discussion group with alumnac, this timo four turned up, and we had quite o nice
timc, one had only just come from Hongehow, but I dinn't get very much out of hers

Sunday I went to the Cathedral whore Ronald Rocs was preaching on Wesleys
quite good, though with the awful results of over-emotionalism before your eyes
is so many woys - "heart-worming” didn't seem so much to the point at the moment
as o little "head-coolings" but how much safor to have your heart warmed about
Josus, than about Hitler or Mussolini.

On Monday we had a meeting in the afternoon of students and faculty who
were going to Szechuan, ond decided that = DeV, = we would try and go by Hankow,
as tho bus trip from Kunming (Yunnafu) to Chunking sounds protty grim. T am not
sure that we shall be able to gebt there via Hankow, we shall have to wait ond see.
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¥ IVJune 14, 1938 = On Friday, June 10th, we had our last Faculty lunch Discussion group,
and this bime Dre. Rufus Jones took ite - He is a very well-known Quaker in America,
and we had asked him to speak on the "Practice of Meditation".

Wednosday we wasted most of the afternoon going out to the Japanese
military headquarters to put in our application, our former application having
never reached headquarters. This time Harriet Whitmer, who is trying to go up to
Nenking to stay, (Florence and I only want to go and look over things -~ books, ete)
and had already been there took use. The man was quite pleasant and hopeful, but
I don't know how seriously you can take hime In the cvening I very sleepily prepared
a speech for the Rotary Club today. I was not fecling at all inspired. Ny subject
was "Ginling College - Its Adventures and Achievementss" I gobit off my chest
today. I don't think it was very goods

On Saturday we had an afternoon outing - lunch = then Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs, which I enjoyed, but which I am sure would have given me the nightmare
when I was younge - In the evening I went to a mecting which was part of a semi-week-
end retreats We had supper, and then Rufus Jones talked followed by discussion and
some time for quiete There was another meeting the next morning, and again in the
afternoon. After supper I had to broadeast; I had done most of the preparation on
Friday evening, but I had to finish it off rather hastily on Sunday afternoon and
eveninge The LoM.S. is responsible for every Sunday 8:30 P.M.

On Monday there was yet another meeting, this time the FeOsRo There was
a Japanese there, a delegate from the Friend's Yearly meeting in Tokyo, he had also
been present at the meeting on Sunday afternoon, and had spoken quite remarkablys
Tt can't have been exactly easy to sit through the discussion on Monday evening, bub
he seemed to bear up very well.

Today we hoped that we should get out pass and #ickets and everything for
going to Nenking; we have got the tickets all right, but unfortunately the man wh om
Claude Thomson had trusted to get the tickets--a military man in the Japanese con~
sulate-~had not been able to deliver the goodse The military will do nothing at
the request of the civil authorities, and they seem to wish to make the train journey
as difficult as possibles So we have put off going for one day. If we put it off
till Thursday, we can get it through an International Guldes Bureaus

/ June 21, 1938 = The journey up to Nanking started very early; but went falrly peace~

fullye Claude Thomson and Florence Kirk and a Mre Koo of the Universiby picked me
up a little after 5:15 A.M.; it was simply pouring with raine The station we left
from was a libttle further out than the normal station, and there were steps to
olimb up and down, but fortunately there were some coolies on the job, so we did not
have to carry all the luggage ourselves., We got first of all into a earriage full
of soldiers; one of them had his sword out to cut something, and looked quite fierce.
When we had got all our things stowed away, they camalong and told us that that was
not for civilians; I can't see why they could not have told ws a little bit soomer,
so we had to move all our things along to a very full car. There are only two
conches for civilians =~ third not to say fourth class. The soldiers - though not
beaubiful =~ strange how ugly most Japanese are - were quite friendly on the whole,
and some of them even helped to move our things down. The coach was very crowded
when we started, but people got out at the various stations on the ways It took

us o long time to get there, over 12 howrsgthe last time I left Nanking by train
for Shanghai, it took me just under 5 hours in the Capital Express.
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The city and country just outside Shanghai are rather pothetio, thelhouses
are all half burnt, and quite empty, and at first the country looks very uncared for
and unkempt, not much planted, though a field here and there is sown, and you see
hardly a men, womsn, child or beast. As you get nearer Soochow the country gets more
and more normal, and looks fairly well sown and planted; in some fields they were
transplanting the rice. S

We stopped at every single station, generally for quite a long time; at
all the smaller stations there was not much sign of life, except a few Japanese
soldiers, and sonetimes some children. When there were any children they always
besieged the soldiers and got things like empty bottles and cigarettes; a feeling for
children seems tole one of the Japanése soldiers' more amiable characteristics. At
the bigger stations - Soochow, Wusih, etc. there were o good many Jopanese soldiers
in evidence, and a few more passengerse

We arrived in Nanking a little after 7; They line you up in a long line,
ond search you as you go through the barrier. Theysearched all the Chinese, they
didn't search us, though they seized our permits as soon as we came through the
barrier to copy into a little book, and pushed you about rather when you are not
exactly where they think you ought to bes They are very much flaunting their authority
about the place in a way that would be difficult to bear if you had to put up with
ruch of its Plummer Mills came down to meet use You more or less have to be met,
ns there are no cars or carriages for hires Outside the city there is a good deal
of destruction, mainly done by the Chinese themselves, as part of the defence pro=
grom = but on the road to Ginling, therc is not much destruction to be seen, except
the Ministry of Comnunications, again destroyed by the Chinese themselves,but it
looks deserted as compared with what it was o year ago.

It was growing dark so we couldn't see much of the Ginling Campus but next

morning it all looked amazingly normale It is wonderful how well they have kept

it with all those refugees there; it was trampled about a good bit at one time,

but Minnie and Mrs. Tsen have been busy getting it in order againe The only outward
signs on the campus that all is not as usual is that there is barbed wire round the
~lawns, in order to keep the refugees off some of them, and also that along the
covered ways and in other places there is much washing of various kinds hung out to
dry, which looks a little stonge. They have closed all the camps in Nanking, but
they have about 700 women under 30 on the Ginling campus still attending a kind of

e summer school, the real purpose being to give a place to women who have lost their
mole relatives and are absolutely destitute, and also to such girls and women who
live in those distriets of the city which are still considered to be unsafe, owing
to the proximity of the soldierss It has been very hard to keep the numbers down,

as everybody wants to come, as they all feel much safer there than elsewhere, and it
is also much pleasanter. However, they are keen to get the people back to their
homes, so they are doing their best to keep the numbers down. These girls are living
in the Recitation Bubdlding, and the Central building, they just sleep on the floor
and bring their own bedding, there is the kind of smell you would expect - you know
stale humanity and too much of it - though they are really kept fairly tidy, and they
do a lot of washings In the dormitories which are now empty, the smell has gone, but
the lower parts of the walls are still pretty dikty. They say when there was the
greatest crush they were sitting on the stairs, without even room to stretch oute

How they got through those doys I don't know; just forming up the rice line for over
10,000 must have been some business.

They had the opening exercises of the Summer School on Saturday. It was a
cheering sight to see the Chapel Auditorium full of girls, really quite tidy looking
and quite well behaved. They sang most heartily. It was mainly giving out of
notices = many of them things they were not to do. Minnie was not entirely satisfied;
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she thought they were too negative, but they were given out in good spirit; and
Horriet = with translater - made quite a nice little speech on the matters of Hygienes
The Dean of the Summer School - a Miss Wang - seemed to have o very pleasant way
with her in the notices that she gave out, and she introduced the teachers. There is
not a very heavy time table, as there is not a very large staff of teachers, every
student has two classes a day, and three subjects in all, the subjects vary, but all
study Bible - the other subjects are history, mathemntics, English, Chinese, hygiene
and singinge Minnie is hoping from this school to select the most needy 100-200
women to start the industrial school next falls The students vary ~ I mean in the
progsent summer school - from illiterates to girls in Senipr Middle School. Hardly
any of our college students are in Nanking, but there is nt least one former Fresh-
mon, and I think she is going to help with the nusice

But if Ginling looks fairly normnl, and quite beautiful, I can't say as
nuch for most of the rest of Nankinge In the safebty zone, which is mostly around
Ginling, there has not been much destruction, but all the houses are occupied by
refugees = or empty - and along the stroets there are all sorts of little booths,
mainly stored with loote The population of Nanking is mainly living by selling
natches, other small articles and loot to itself; and you feel as though there is
no normal healthy life flowing through the city.

We went on Tuesdoy rather furthor infield, Dre Roson the German repre-
sentative took us in his car outside the eity and round the south part of the city,
where the main business seetion is « or rather was. You go outside the city with
a special pernit, or with onc of the official representatives of other countries,
a8 they are provided with a gondarme to protect them, or more accurately to observe
all they do. They take coplous notess The public buildings outside the city =
such as the Ming Tombs, Dr. Sun's tomb, the Menorial for the soldiers, Beamlecss Hall,
Pagoda, eto., are not demaged, though the aninmals leading up to the Ming Tombs were
painted green by the Chinese by way of ecamouflage, and Drs Sun's tomb has been
nuffled in & kind of a bamboo cage, also part of a camouflaging procedure. All the
houses have been destroyed, or are in the process of being destroyed. We went over
that tallish house on a hill that had been built as a Presidentinl Mansions The wall
on one side had been badly shot away by a big shell, but the main structure was still
fairly all right, though of course all the glass and some of the tiles had been
crushed and broken, and there was the carcass of a horse in the main reception roome
The park, of course, is not being kept up, and there are weeds growing up everywhere,
though it still looks lovely, but when you think of what it was before, it is a very
nelancholy spectacle, a bit like the garden in Sleeping Beauty would have been before
the Prince camne. :

On the way back we drove down Tei Ping Lu, and other of the main streets,
Tai Pin Lu is a wreck, there are hardly any whole shops, and such as there are are
mostly occupied by Japanese; beer shops are very proninent among thems The whole
of that part of the city looks derelict, and would make you weep. There are a fow
Chinese to be seen, but mostly Japanese. We passed the Y.MsC.A. building on our
wey back, which has been burnt, and also the State Cinermm Theatre, the latest and
most up to date, which has been completely gutted.

I have gone rather ahead of the days, in trying to tell you something
about the ecity as a wholes On Friday we spent most of the day going over books and
pepers in our officess I knew I would not be back for two years at least, as we
shall be up in Chengtu next year, and then I am due for furlough - I didn't have much
more time to look through things, but I was able to pick out what was most important
to take up to Chengbtu, if we can get any luggage up thére.
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On Friday eveing there was a meeting and supper of all the missionaries
in Nanking, quite a number of women missionaries had come up just the week before,
including Harriet Whitmer, so that there are quite & group now. They wanted to
disouss various problems - relief, education, etcs = so as to have some common pollcy
and ideas. The country round is better than they had antioipated, but the olity is
in a pretty bad way, as there is really no source of income. Commercially it is cut
off from other places, except what people can bring on foot = and all the wholesale
business of the city is in the hands of the Japaneses At the moment people still’
have a few reserves, and they are managing to seratch & living someway; food is
cheap and the weather warm, but they all dread to think what it will be like next
winter, and they are husbanding their reources for that time. The Japanese military, -
of course, accept no responsibility for the civilian life, and the puppet government
is without prestige or ability; their policeman are not armed with as much &s a stick, :
so that practically speaking the clty is without police. :

' The plan to open a few schools of var1ous sorts and they hope, I think,
that perhaps they will not be interfered with much, Minnie Vautrin is planning to
open the Practice School for Girls, but I don' thlnk there will be a mission middle
school for boys.

The hospital is going to have some difficulty in carrying on, as pre=
viously they met a good deal of their expenses by what the patients paid, but the
number of free patients is inereasing weekly now, and by next winter it is doubtful -
whether there will be any but free patients left in Nanking; and yet it was never.
more essential to have the hospital open, as there is no other in Nanking for Chinese.

One of the men was very much concerned that nothing was being done for
the Japanese, and wanted to try and get hold of some Japanese missionery or Japanese
Christian to come and work among the troops, and give them some place to be decent in,
if they wanted to be decents At the moment the only places provided for the Japanese
soldiers are beer halls, brothels, and now, I think, one cinema. Another of the men
present said at the begimnning of the "incident" the National Christian Council of
Japan had asked to be allowed to send along ministeres with the troops, but had been
refusede I think it is interesting that an army trying to be as up to date as the
Japanese should ha<ve nothing in the way of social welfare for their troops. They
do have a couple of Buddhist priests -~ or monks - along with them I think, but they
mainly concenttrate on burying the dead, not helping the living; though I have always
understood that there was a Young Men's Buddhist Association in Japen modelled on
the lines of the YeM.C.A., and I should have thought that might have done something.
Certainly the Japanese army needs all the encouragement to be decent that it can get.

‘I am just reading a book by Chamberlain called "Japan over Asia", In
several places he refors to the morale and discipline of the troops as being very
good; I Wonder whether he could or would write that now.

rOn Saturday we spent another day in our officess In the evening Minnie,
Mrs. Tsen and Mrs. Twinemlnd a farewell party for John Magee who is leaving Nanking
on furloughe

On Sunday I spent most of the day working in my house. The Forsters of
the American Church MlIssion are going to move into it for the summer, about which I
am very pleased, as I like to think of it being lived in. It did also give me a little
heartache to leave it; the sitting room especially looked so friendly and weleomings
still I am lucky that it has not been hurt.s I had to preach on Sunday afternoon at
the English speaking service; actually they didn't ask me until the Saturday, as they
thought that the Bishop Roberts would be there.
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Monday we spent mainly on the library books, going through both the
boxes in which they had packed thingsaway, and the shelves, and trying to select
a minimum for Chengbu, a very difficult propositions At tea time Minnie read us some
of her diary of the part just before the city fells. It was very interesting going
over thet with her, and asking her questions. She really is a marvel what she has
nanaged to dos In the evening I worked again on my house« On Tuesday we spent an=-
other morning with the books, and then went to lunch with Dr. Rosens where we met
a Lieutenat from the Aphis, and also Mre. Jeffries, the British Consul.
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Dr. Rosen also very kindly lent us his ear to go to the Japanese Embassy
to see about our permits. We had taken them the day before but the right official
was out, so we had to leave them and collect them on Tuesdays. Remarkable to say
nothing more needed to be done to them, and we collected them on Tuesday without any
fusse Coming back a senbry stopped the car, had e look at all the chauffer's papers,
and also a long look at Florence and me; he didn't seem to like the look of us very
rmuch, and I didn't think much of him either, but aftor a long stare he let us go one
There was & German flag on the car, and also an announcenent that it belong to the

Gerrmn Embessy in Chinese characters, I don't know why he stopped it, mainly boredon
I should think.

Wednesday we spent tidying up all the mess we had made the other days,
packing, etee We had hoped some of the boxes could go down on the gun boat that
was leaving the next day, but they couldn't. However, we left them all tied up and
packed ready to go when they coulds We went out and did a certain amount of saying
good=bye, though when we called at the Buck house, wherc eight of the men live, they
were all out except Claude Thomson with whom we came up, and he was on his way to the
Arericen Embassy over a little incident with a Japancse sentrye

Getting tickets to leave is quite & business, as the train leaves at
6:20 (7:20 Tokyo time, which is what the Jupanese keep) and the don't sell any tickets
until that morning, and you may go down and not .get onee The journey down to Shapghal
was longer - over 14 haurs - and nore crowded, than when we came up, snd kept on
getting fuller and fuller at each station, but otherwise it wms all right, though
very tedious, and I was glad when we finally arrived in Shanghai, We finally met the
rnon who had come to meet us from the International Guides Burcau with a car, and I
got back to the Hospital not long after ninee

It was good to see Mrs. Tsen, Blanche, Minnie and others, but Nanking is
certainly a city to make your heart ache, espeecially when you think how full of life
energy it was a year agos The Japanese seem to have accomplished nothing but the
sheerest destruction, and I can't believe - there is nuch hope for the future, unless
they and their influence are cleared right outs I don't mean they should not be
allowed legitimate trade, but that as long as their policy is directed by their

nilitarists it holds nothing but the c¢hill of death for the Chinese people, on whose
behalf they clain to be fightinge

VI June 23, 1938 - Minnie we hope is oconing down today for the Cormencement exercisese

On Sunday there was the joint Baccelaureate Service for the Christian
Colleges in Bast China; it was held at Moore Memorial Church, Dr. Cheng Ching-yi
was speaking, and it was really guite an impressive service.

Three belated Xmas presents turned up from Hankow: Xmas cake, still
quite edible, chocolate, also edible, and 3 pairs of silk stockings, and I didn't
have to pay duty on any of itil




VII June 27, 1938 - Nanking is a desolate city, and would make your heart siek with
pitye I find it extraordinarily hard to have the beginning of Christian love for
the Japanese militarists, they seem an unmitigated blight on the face of the . land,
though some of the individual soldiers are doubtless all right, and I have seen one
or two with the most tragic faces, as though they partly reelized the terrible orime
they were committing, bubt most of them look. coarse and callous.

Commenocement went off quite well yesterday, some people I think were a
little nervous at having so large an affair and were afraid that there might be
trouble, but everything went off quite peacefully, Admission was only by ticket,
and there was no publicity at all given to the affair beforehands I enclose the \
cutting from the North China of today which describes ite We had & pleasantFaculty
Senior Banquet immediately afterwards in the Foreign Y.M.C.A.

It has been wonderful having Minnie come dowm for the Commencement Festi~
vities, she arrived on Thursday evening, so has been in time for them all.




GINLING COLLEGE
HAMKING, GHINA

Letter from Miss Vaubrin 4o Miss Whibtmer
of the Ginling Group in Shanghel - Hay 10, 1938

(4 typlenl lebber from Wenking to Shenghail)

There are seoves of things thet I would like 4o talk over with yon this
morning bubt I doubbless will Porget to mention the most importent ones in wy heshe
to got the letber offe Ferhaps it will be bobber to take bhem up ibenm by ibem
as ong would in e regualr buginess lebbter although some of the items will not be
very serious uslness. Wo sre off-

Zour retury bo Manking: IP you are uot needed by over-worked folk in dhenghed ,
and 1L you con gelb the mweessary pass, do come elong as Soon me you gane We have
plenby hers for you o do and you would love the absolubely glorious weather thet
wa ore hevings I am sure too theats you would refresh our sonlse Am enelosing the
sapies of two lebbers that I have Jusb writbten to you to the Jeapanese aubhoriblioge
sne to amilltary offlee and the obher 4o the eivils 1% remims to bhe seen if either
will be of any aveils I have in wind snother that T will wribe if these do nob
bring forth andanswer soons It was true that 1 eugpresbed youy soming long sge,
and theu when Mre ¥Mills felt thet it was wiser not o put enything in the way of
the evangelisbic workers eoming bmek I Aid nothing Curther about your soming. I
hopeo now thet you will push ahead and do all you oan from your ond b0 come up -
that is, 42 Ruth doss nob meed you in the office therse I Ffeel that hap wladm

should be the Tirst one on your bime and strength for I lmagine thed she is Just
at about the omd of her gbrengbhe :

Hoaonibo nobbtings T will relberate what I have welbtten in a previous lebtber, that
iz do nothing further about purehesing 4% I% seems bthat Lewis Smythe hag boen
abhle o flnd the qualiby of thread fram whieh he esn wesve o good net, somebhing
llke the sample I sent bo you, and therefors we prefer Lo gob more, 1L peeded,

hare in Henkinge The oleoth that vousent for nets, we felh wag rathor heawy @0

Hre Teen is baving 4% dyed by the lsundryvean and is wing It made up into Brousers
for men and c¢hildren oub of the elothes for wounded soldiers whichwere left here in
Hanieing. Mrse Tsen has the sewing work well organized and ‘s dodng & very helpful
plece of work slong thet linee ' '

Folgongs Mras Tsen will use the bedbug polison wery soon now and I will give hew
all the detalled and eareful instructions you gove o mee The others have been
burned over to lao Sheo, Ploase send a esrefully itemized bill for these chomionls
g gome are for hils family wee and some are for-our faculby gerden and wo mugh
divide neoouitise You will be inbereshed %o know that Leo Sheo is now in the Unlvepe
sity Hospltal having gone thors last weel for an oparation on his lege 1 saw him
on Sundey aod he is mach bebber nows His son who svmeusbed o the aounbry nocth of
HofelMs reburned with his wife and the old Pfabher g very happy o have hig only
son baok snfely. He was sorry many times that he let Rim gos  Yhen wo asked him
me iest November what to do, I seld thet i he were my son I wodd keep him here,
but that he ond the som would have to decides T hey deelded in fevor of goinge I
guess this does not cme under the tople of polson bub I will leave it there heping

that you will see there 18 & distant connestion.
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Order for Rashal Wang: Will either Joy Smith or yourself gebt the following fop
Wachel and either bring or heve it semt bo Nenking at the firet opportunity?

12 years of the natural colored raw sill, not the gobbton mixmbture, the kind thet
ordinarily sells for 40 or B0 cents per yarde dhe wishes to use i for pajanase
She would also like for you to get three puclkages of the fest golor blag bape in
the following coloryg-medium green, rose or pink and light blues Alsgo purchase for
her two goples of the book onlled "Jesus" written by a group of miseionaries in
West Chinee It remlly is selections from the New Testament and the one she wishes
gives both the Inglish and Chinesee :

Cheook from Mrse Thurgtom: By the next boat I will send a cheok of $25,00 gold from
Mrge Thurgbon which she says she would like %o have used to make Christmes Pur the
Ginling familye "1 went the servents %o have some word of greeting and sme Christe
mas gifte"” The letber and check came on May 5, bub still T think thet it would be
well to spend at least a part of 1t Por tho servantse I would sugpest that you go
to some store where yon ean get soap in bozes and thet for each servant yos purs
chase o box say, econtaining two cakes of Lifebuoy and »ne eske of that nlewr SOap
ealled Boracic, I belleves I used to got it at Whiteawnys « You would have o
purchase abaout 30 boxes %o have it go the rounds, You could glve one bor to Wang
in Shanghale I rather think i% would be nice too, to give 4 Few Testament Lo esch
of thewme She mentions Han Sao-ds who is no longer here, but the gift could be kept
for hers I am sure that she would alse wanb something of the check given to Migs
Lo whom she has besen helping through the yearse You could send the rest of the money
up here and then we sould distribute it as it seemed best. Owr cook ig in Wehu now,
but T e sure thet I could get something Ho hime - 1% would not huré o give Wang &
gift of mongy oub of it as she was fond of him and he of her. If you want to put in
some gifts Cor children I would pive them to the ehildren - of the servanbe and it
would bring happiness. You use your judgment about ibe She would anlso wanb o have
gifve for the others heve such as Mras Toen, Blanche, My. Chen, Wr. Li and Mr. Heie.

Will you plemse voopsrate with Eva end Florence in gotting my varlous nosounts straighbe
I will, on & separate sheet, give some guggestions and may deelde 4o send that all
down by boat inmeluding eheek for samee

Clothes for Minnle. Poor Minnie, 38 almost like the Wonderful One Horse Shay. Bix
years mesng that her werdrobe which mighb onee have been in medium style and sufficieney
is mo lonmger so. During the last six nonths I have not s mich as thought of ¢lothes
seriovalys Tortunately I mad several garments made in Shanghal about two yeers ago
whieh keeps me from looking too bade I Ghat "light colored dress”™ whigh you think
would £t me ilg still available please send 1% mlonge And pleese as Flovenss if she
is keeplng my copies of "Vogue" down there? If she is meke her thoroughly ashaned of
hergelf. Several times I have threatened to%over bhe Awmeriean Bmbzésy to see 1 I
could see some kind of styles in the Sundey edition of the Wew York Times which they
take theres They say that Mel Hwa is bask from the north country s0 thet I ean have
somebhing mmde if I can find the time o plan i%e 1 do not need sweaters for I have
sovernl that ean still be useds I do need some more haly nebs - dark brown and single
meshe Florenee is looking for some for mes I can't undersband why they are so diffie
oult to gob unless it is that I am the lasht Pemale wearing them

Harrieb's shrubss The deedar has grown beautifully and the maples and the pines near
the two new academelsbulldingse $ me of the mimosa grews The refugees have broken
oI moat of the c¢herries and erab apples that we planted and we hed 4o eubt bthem low.
Bome of them may grew agalne You must do the south hill around the faculty houses.




GINLING COLLEGE
RANKING, CHINA

Excerpts from lLetters from President Vi-fang Wu

Hunkow, lay 10, 1938 - Just before I left Shanghel I roseived a letber from
lindame's Ghigng's seoretary, inviting me to atbend e conference of women workers
on Moy 20the Az I had booked passage to f£ly 4o Chengbu on May 10th, I did nob
think I eould go to this vonference. I flew here from Hongkong on May 8th

and sew Madame Chiang'yesterdey dfternoows I have now learned thet she is
ealling about 80 women for a 4-duy conference to observe how %0 promote women's
work @long werious limes Juring this time, under the auspioes of the New Life
Movement; and she hopes thet after this sonference a training imsbitubte will
be organized during July and Auguet to Srain lenders to go into the inberiems
She had expested me to glve her help, both now in the preparation and during
the eonferencge It was so diffienlt to decline from such work. 8o, afber

my conference wibth her, I had to promise to stay for this eonferense from

May 2024, and it meens 1 ean’t go basck bo Chengbu until May 28the I am trye
ing to abtend to some urgent business through letbers mand lesve the others

to the Faculty and the Board Committee in Chengbu to desides I have como %o
realize more keenly that I either have o stop atbending to outside activities
or to secure & very strong dean for Ginling, otherwise the College is to
auffer mich from my ineffielency in administraiion.

Wihen I reached the air dreme at 12:80 on Sunday, Aume Hoffet gave
me the word thet our Alummme were having amesting that afterncon o weleome
mee I was weary eand famished(for I had had no breakPast) but of course I .
wanted to be with B&=of our graduetoss So I spent three hours with 26 of our
alomoae at Djou Tue¥Yin's school telling them the actividies of Shenghai alumnoe,
Biss Vaubrin's work in Nanking, and our plans for the College noxt weare

This morning I wenb %o the Miniabry of Bducntion snd sew the two
viceeninistorss While the minister was not there, they both supported our
dgcigion to concentrate in ome plase and showed imbsrest in our plen of modifye
ing the ewrrieulume I am ashamed of myself for being so slow in getbing the
plen inbo concrete form so that I conld send you a eopy. The main purpose
1s to get freshman o know life and 1life‘'s actual needs through siady of a
rural community end then the faculty will guide them to see how the various
subjechs amé related and how to solve problems in meebting those needs,

v Through lirse New Ginling fequested $3,000 4o help Miss Taubrin sbart
her lndustrliel elasses for the widows, and it was already gransed (§3,000 in
Chinese curroney)s by the Executive Board of the Chinese Women's Club in Shanghale

Hankow, Moy 27, 1988 - luch has happened since I wrote last. The most important
thing is the informel women's conference oalled by Medeme Chimng, to disouss
women's work during this timee Over 50 delegates came=~the farthest from Ewelyang
in Kwelchow, and Kweliling in Xwangsi. Also Foochows Miss Luey Wang of Hus Nap
and her sister took the difficult journey from Foochows There were also delegetos
from Honghong, Canton, Nenchang, Changsha, Chengtu, Chungking, and a large group
from EKanlkowe

The main purpose of. the conference wes 4o get the women lendevs to
kmow each other and to know about the work that hes been done in various places;
to drew up & general plan for the mobilization of women to take paxt in helping
the resistance and in reconstruction works The Women's Committes of the New Life
Movement was recognized as the National Centrel Body 4o correlate the wverious
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existing women's orgunisations in teking part in this programe Madame Chiong ot~
tended all of the gsessions, and was wonderful in giving her leadership, sround
which the women rallied, in the trnake that women are eager te take up for our
national causos :

I wns asked to relieve her from the strain of presiding, so I had the
first experience of working oleosely with her throughout the conferencee I am
deeply impressed with her ability, es well as herudesire to do her utmost for the
eounbry. There was no doubt that all the women were inspired and resdy to support
her in any program for getting the women throughout the sountry 4o do more %o help
the war resistance. IEnclosed I mm sending you n pleture of the Ginling group
who attended. The youngest girl on my left im Miss Chang su-e, who gtudied only
a year in Ginling, and then had 2 years in England before she returned last falle
Her father is the governor of Hunan, and Miss Chang is doing o great deal in
~braining women workers, who will be sent to the country pleeess FPhoebe Ho, Binling
1620, and Lin Y«hsia, Ginling 1929, were invited, beosuse of their experiense in
rurel work, end Deng Tu-dji, Ginling 1926, you know booamse of being industrial
seeretary of the YeWeCsds for so many yearss Dre Djang Slso-mei, Ginling 1926,
was agked beeause of her understanding of economis problews. * She is no longor
connsebed with the Bank of Chins, bub is editing en economic jourmal in Chinese,
end helping informlly in some govermment buresus.

Un definive piece of work the women decided to do wns to assist the governe
ment in stading small seale factories in order to ineremse production and alse te |
glve livdihood 4o refugeeswomene -

dnether thing I wish %o spesak abouh is the ehange of emphasis in our
eurriculum, which the faoulty in Shanghai decided wpone As I wrote you bafore,
we adm at sterting the froshmen to face the needs and scbua) conditions of 1ife,
in order that they maey relate thelr studies to the solving of problems of Livinge
We also definitely decided bo establish & rural serviee stabtion, which can be used
ag a laboratory. At the eonforence, it became eloar that there i3 great nsed
Por women who have been trained o do rural worlk, and who have the inberest in
country women, and the spirit of sorvice. Besides the fow of our own graduates
who have actually worked in the villages, such as Fhoebe Ho, Liu Y~hsia s Ton=Yu=
djh, and Wu Suen~i, there are mighty fow women who have hed such ackual ozperienceo.
Teu Yu=dji was nlso invited to the conference, bubt was kept from coming becauvse
of urgent dutles at the YeW.Cohe in Changahe.

. It seems then that our plan msde in Shanghai im renlly meeting & groat
need at this timee I have invited Miss Thosbe Ho and Wu Suenei to eome to Cheng-
tu to help stert this rural service stations I have just had a talk with Miss ha,
who made very valusble suggestionse We have deslded to have her #o to Hanohéng
and Kweiling, to see the verious types of work that are being earried on for women.
And, as soon as I geb back to Chengbu, I will got in touch with the provineial
govermment, so thet we shall not be working iselated as a amall group by ourselves,
but with the approval and eooperstion of the locel govermmente I alse hope to got
cooporation with the University of Wanking Agricultural College to get their help
along teohnierl liness Any worker who has tried to help the country women has found
out that the first thing bo be done is to help improve thelr conditions of 1ivlihood =
in other words, to earn more money for the family. Theraefore, techaniesl advice ag '
to howito fmprove the crops, and how to help the women esrn additionsl ineome Lhrough
handieraft ér subsidiary farnlng sush as poultry raising, pig reising, silk culture,
etes Lo of valuse
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ALl his will ahw thet we have & lurgm field of servise,. and we xx«&d to
goneentyate in pl&nuimg and sbarting our stetion on sound liness Persomslly I ho
%0 seoure mome subiidy from Sxechuans Yet even should we got mm, 3:& ma;sr, :!m,
be snough for us bo mwy on & good program of works

Will you please !mmp this in mind, 4o see if you may £ind some pu‘am&i&l
g,-mer oy mbm m«gganim%am thm; may be inberested m nupparting; this type of worlks
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Plans for 1938-1939 written in a lebber from Shemghai on May 11, 1938

Dre. Vo came from Szechuan and stayed for a few weeks, Now she has gone back
again., After many discusslons, 1t was decided that college 1z golng to move o
Szechuan, since Shanghai is not the place to train for the kind of students we
wish to have. Probably, we shall loave semetime in July. We shall carry a
different kind of program to train for students for rural and other servies to
meet our special needs, The students would be all working as one group for the
first two years and then get inbo their speecinl fisld for the last two yoars.
Instead of dividing into departments, the students would work under five different
fields, such as Physical ueeds, Hconomice needs, Socinl needs snd Moral needs, The
students would go to the more practical side first. They have to de surveying
at the beginning %o find out the needs themselves before the years of studying
begin, I do hope thet we shall succesd in making an ideal and pracbical program for
our new Ginling,

Before Dr. TWu left, we bhave talked over several times aboubt our Physiecal
Bducation steff members., Since everything was so unsettled, nething could be de-
clded. dJust a few minutes ago, I have written t¢ Dr. Wu recommending s staff of
four - Tsul Ya-lan, BEbttie Chin, Smith 1956, Lo Hwel-lin and myself. IMss Tsul and
I shall toach mostly theory. Ebtie iz strong in sport and Hwei~lin in dancing end
gym. In that case we might be a2ble to keep up shortly under difflicult financial
conditions, any kind of a P. E. Program,

Bvery one of us is well, except En-lan who iz having dysentery and is saying
in the Lester Hospital. Her case is not very serious. 1 am thrillsd sbout our
new program. The more I see the P.B. training in Shanghal, the more I feel the
need of continuing our special course. T am sendiag you a copy of the outline of
the proposed program.
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GINLING OOLLEGE
NANKIRG, CHINA

Proposed Program of Study for Ginling College during the present erisis in China

Purpose of this special course.
1, Training of students for rural and othor service including
a. Knowledge of sciences, social sciences ebc. needed for such work.
b. FKnowledge of the rural commmity and its needs,
¢. Training in methods of work with rural people.
d. Training in mothods of research and independent study.
@. Character tralning for sacrificial service.

2. Conducting of research into needs of rural commmities and ways of meeting those
needs., ‘

S+ Direct and immediate help to the community in which we work.

Orgenization of the curriculum. Breaking swmy from old organization around departments
and organizing our work instead around cerbaln bhasic human needs;

1. Physical needs, such as food, shelter, clothing, health. This would chiefly con-
ecorn biology, chemistry, physics, household economies, hyglene, and P. B. do-
partments,

Heonomic needs such as sufficient incoms to provide adequately for physical
noeds and leave soms margin for other needs, security for the future correlation
of sconomic 1life of the community with that of nation ste. Secial sciences,
schences and perhaps others.

Social needs such as recreation, wholssome community end family 1ife, good
.government in which they have some share. Seociology, P.B., musie, art and
literature, history and government ebe.,

Intellectual needs. All departments would conbtribute here for content and for
methods the education department and for meterimls the Chinese and English de-
partments.

5, WNoral and religlous needs. Psychology, religion, philesephy, education.

Probably almost every department has something to contribute te sach of theose fields,
those I have suggested being some of the more obvious ones.

The committee felt it would be best Lo concentrate on working oubt the freshman progranm
first and leter make such adapbtations as we can for upper clasgsmen who desire it. The
following plan for freslman work is therefors given in more detail.

First year. The object of the freshmen year would be to give sach student some
insight Into all these five fields of human need and some practieal work in each,
together with a little elementary work in the knowledge and principles inveolved. Two
months might be spent on each field, concentrating nearly the whole time on the one
field, studying the actual conditions and needs of the rural ecommunity, the practical
work needed to meet those needs in both the rural and college commmity, the ideals
we should aim for etoc. Along with these brief studies in different fields should go
& sourse to which different departments would contribute, to give them methods of
work and standards. Por example, methods of obtaining and using date, statistical
methods and scientifiec reasoning would be one unit. A survey of the historiesl
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developmont of these needs and ways of meebing them, and of the sontributions of the
differsnt departments to eagh of them would be another part. Othey important things
to inelude in this couras will emerge later, no doubbt. It ghould be nobt mors than
the equivalent of one 4 credit course through the. yoar, as most of the time should
bo given to the study of these needs, ene by one. , «

- mre éér?- Haech student should choose one of the five fields a:ﬁ, he‘#_ﬁ: ,
wa.jor intersst and spend most of her time on Pundamental courses in the field chosen.

Junior year, Further specialization in mejor field and additional foundation
work 1n a gecond or minor field, .

; ,S!ahiﬁ‘ jear, Work largely individual including some research and prastical
work in the community in major snd minor Pields.

1 would urge that the whole life of the college commmity be organized also ‘
about these different fields of need and that each student and faculty member combri-
bute along some line to the life of the whole group. For students, at least,these
contributions should rotete so that they get aome experience as freshman in all the
different fields, and later do more creative work in their major and minor fields.




GINLING COLLEGE

NANKING, CHINA

Excerpts from Letters of Eva Spicer

.  wh e a ek a et O

-1 May 8, 1938 = I am to be asked to go as one of the delegation from China to
Medras, where the enlarged meeting of the International Missionary Council is being
helde They were originally planning to hold it at Hangchow, but for obvious reasons
they have had to change that, and are now going to Madras.. I am quite thrilled about
ite I talked to Dr. Wu about it on Monday, and she is willing for me to give a
provisional acceptance, and after we get up to Chengtu we can see better whether
it will be possible for me to getaway., Dr. Wu herself is going, so we could travel
together, of course it will mean flying from Chengbu to Hong Kong; unless we go
by the new road out from Yunnan to Burme . The boat leaves Hong Kong on November
30th, and we get back there January l5th.

Tuesday I got up fairly early to see Dr. Wu off at the Customs jetty, in
company with many otherse Mrse New and Peter New are going down to Hong Kong with
here Dre Wu has not had much of a rest in Shanghai, I am afraid, and I doubt if she
will get one during the next few months, but perhaps by the end of July she will
have done most of the preliminary planning.

On Saturday I had tried to arrange a group in the afternoon for alumnase,
but it is extraordinarily hard to find a time which will suit more than two or three,
in the end only one came - but we had quite o satisfactory talk togebher. It is
difficult these days not be rather overwhelmed by the amount of orgenized will power
that there is, and the apparent ineffectiveness of the will to good, which does
exist, but is so much harder to get goinge It is of course undoubtedly casier to
arouse the desire to inflict suffering on others, than to arouse people to a desire
to bear suffering oneself, which is what the people of good will have to face if
they are going to make any headway against the present situations

Harry Silcock of the Friends' Mission is here to discuss the possibility
of the Friends starting relief work in this area; there are a good many different
opinions as to whom you will really be helping if you stort re-~habilitation work
now. He reports a very good state of morale in West China and elsewhere, from where
he has just comee

II May 16, 1938 = The taking of Amoy has added to the general gloome One of our
students who lives in Changchow is very apprehensive as to what may happen there.

I met ot Hankow Dr. Wyatt of the BeM. who is reported to have been shot this morninge
Perhaps they will find him, end he will recover,

On Tuesday evening I went to supper at the Foreign Y followed by a dis-
cussion of the questions that we are due to take up at Madras. It was quite interest-
ing, though we got quite a long way off the point,

III May 26th, 1938 - I had a discussion group Saturday afternoon, three girls I
think turned up this time, and we had quite an interesting time. When one is dis=
cussing any religious subject just now it is interosting to see how the discussion
always gravitates towards the question "Is it really possible to love our enemies =
are wo expected to do it? ete, etc.” One girl (not in this group) said quite frankly
that for herself she was leaving it to Jesus, she didht think there was anything

she could do about ite But I think it is significant whether they think it possible
or not, they always come back to it, thoy can't forget that Jesus did tell them to
love their onemicse I brought Liu Baoddch home to lunch and toa. She is a girl from
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Changchow near Amoy in Fukien Province and was feeling rather woepy as that was
just the time of the news of the taking of Amoye I did what I could to cheer her

UPe

On Monday I went to an F.O.R. mceting, where John Barr was speaking on
the Peace Movement in Englande He feels that you have to roll up large numbers,
I know there is a good deal in that, but I can't help feeling that the Christian
Church was quite a lot more effective in the days before it grew so larges I think
you have to be very careful not to spread certain things too thine We talked a
little about the drug traffic, whieh is naturally on the increase, as it is owr
neighbors pleasant little way of hdping to pay the expenses of this jolly little
incidente '

On Tuesday evening we were discussing the greatest hindrances to the
development of Christianity in China. ’

On Wednesday I had a lunch-time discussion with five students, which went
quite welle They expressed themselves quite freely, and though I don't think we
settled anything, I think we got certain points rather clearer. On Thursday the
different women's clubs in Shanghai were holding a one day institute the subject
of which was Mental Welfare in Shanghai. It has been sponsored by a Dr. Fanny
Holperns an . Austrian, who is the head of the department of Neurology and Psychiatry
at the Red Cross Hospital, and is very anxious to get more work done in Shanghai
along the lines of setting up more clinies for problem children. We started off
with a little good cheer talk by the Dean of the Cathedrals He made one remark
with which I profoundly disagree; he said that in difficult times when one was
inelined to feel pessimistic, there was nothing like a dose of history to cure you.
It seems to me that it is just the other way round, I have been teaching 19th and
20th Century history this term; we have just got to the Great War, and it seems
to me the most profoundly distressing subject, as we never learn, and make almost
all the same mistakes over again, I don't mean there is not another side to it,
but tlat seems to be one that strikes ono the most, and all because of the incur=
able gselfishness of man. They will never give up a thing freely and of their own
accord, but cling to it, generally until it is too late to accomplish the change
without bitterness and wiolence.

On Wednesday afternoon I went to make an application for a permit to go
to Nankinge The Japonese guide took me to another place than the one I thought
it should be, but he seemed to know, and we spent a long time filling in forms or
at least hc did, as it 21l had to be in Japanese, but when wo got it all done it
secemed that was not the right place, that wi§/THinese got permitse He had another
appointmont, so we couldn't go on to the right place. On Saturday I had another
diseussion group with alumnac, this timo four turned up, and we had quite a nice
timc, one had only just comc from Hongehow, but I didn't got very much out of hers

Sunday I went to the Cathedral where Ronald Rces was preaching on Wesley,
quite good, though with the awful results of over-emotionalism before your eyes .
is so many ways - "heart-warming" didn't seem so much to the point at the moment
as & little "head-coolings" but how much safer to have your heart warmed about
Josus, than about Hitler or Mussolini.

On Monday we had o meeting in the afternoon of students and faculty who
were going to Szechuan, and decided that « DeVe = we would try and go by Hankow,
as the bus trip from Kunming (Yunnafu) to Chunking sounds pretty grime I am not
sure that we shall be able to get there via Hankow, we shall have to wait ond seec.
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Wednosday we wasted most of the afternoon going out to the Japanese
military headquarters to put in our application, our former application having
never reached headquarters. This time Harriet Whitmer, who is trying to go up to
Nanking to stay, (Florence and I only want to go and ook over things -- books, ete)
and had already been there took us,  The man was quite pleasant and hopeful, but
I don't know how seriously you can take hime In theovening I very sleepily prepared
a speech for the Rotary Club teoday. I was not fecling at all inspircde My subject
was "Ginling College = Its Adventures and Achicvements." I gotit off my chest
todays I don't think it was very good.

TVJune 14, 1938 = On Friday, June 10th, we had our last Faculty lunch Discussion group,
and this time Dre Rufus Jones took ite He is a very welleknown Quaker in America,
and we had asked him to speak on the "Practice of Meditation".

On Saturday we had an afternoon outing - luneh « then Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs, which I enjoyed, but whiech I am sure would have given me the nightmare
when I was younge In the evening I went to a meoting which was part of a semi-week-
end retredts We had supper, and then Rufus Jones talked followed by discussion and
some time for quiets There was another meeting the next morning, and agein in the
afternoon. After supper I had to broadeast; I had done most of the preparation on
Friday evening, but I had to finish it off rather hastily on Sunday afternoon and
evenings The L.M.S. is responsible for every Sunday 8:30 P.M.

On Mondaey there was yet another meeting, this time the F.0.R. There was
a Japanese there, a delegate from the Friend's Yearly meeting in Tokyo, he had also
been present at the meeting on Sunday afternoon, and had spoken quite remarkablys
It can't have been exactly easy to sit through the discussion on Monday evening, but

he seemed to bear up very well.

Today we hoped that we should get out pass and tickets and everything for
going to Nanking; we have got the tickets all right, but unfortunately the man whom
Claude Thomson had trusted to get the tickets--a military man in the Japanese con=-
sulate-~had not been able to deliver the goodse The military will do nothing at
the request of the civil authorities, and they seem to wish to make the train journey
as difficult as possibles 8o we have put off going for one day. If we put it off
till Thursday, we can get it through an International Guides. Bureaus

V June 21, 1938 = The journey up to Nenking started very early, but went fairly peace=
fully. Claude Thomson and Florence Kirk and a Mre. Koo of the University picked me
up a little after 5:15 A.M.; it was simply pouring with raine The station we leflt
from was a little further out than the normal station, and there were steps to
climb up and down, but fortunately there were some ecoolies on the job, so we did not
have to carry all the luggage ourselves. We got first of all into a carriage full
of soldiers; one of them had his sword out to cut something, and looked quite fierce.
When we had got all our things stowed away, they camsalong and told us that that was
not for civilians; I can't see why they could not have told us o little bit sooner,
so we had to move all our things along to & very full car. There are only two -
coaches for civilians =~ third not to say fourth class. The soldiers - though not
beautiful - strange how ugly most Japanese are - were quite friendly on the whole,
and some of them even helped to move our things downe The coach was very crowded
when we started, but people got out at the various stations on the way., It took
us o long time to get there, over 12 hours¢the last time I left Nanking by train
for Shanghai, it took me just under 5 hours in the Capital Express.
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The city and country just outside Shanghai are rather pathetic, themuses.
are all half burnt, and quite empty, and et first the country looks very uncared for
and unkempt, not much planted, though a field here and there is sown, and you see
hardly a men, womsn, child or beasts As you get nearer Soochow the country gets more
ond more normal, and looks fairly well sown and planted; in some fields they were
transplanting the rice.

We stopped at every single station, generally for quite a long time; at
8ll the smaller stations there was not much sign of life, except o few Japanese
soldiers, and sonetimes some children. When there were oany children they always
besieged the soldiers and got things like empty bottles and cigarettes; a feeling for
children seems tole one of the Japanése soldiers' more amiable characteristics. At
the bigger stations ~ Soochow, Wusih, etc. there were a good mony Jopanese soldiers
in evidence, and o few more passengers.

We arrived in Nanking a little after 7, They line you up in a long line,
and search you as you go through the barriers Theysearched all the Chinese, they
didn't search us, though they seized our permits as soon as we came through the
barrier to copy into a little book, and pushed you about rather when you are not .
exactly where they think you ought to be. They are very much flaunting their authority
about the place in a way that would be difficult to bear if you had to put up with
nuch of ite Plummer Mills came down to meet use You more or less have to be met,
as there are no cars or carriages for hire. Outside the city there is a good deal
of destruction, mainly done by the Chinese themselves, as part of the defence pro=
gram = but on the road to Ginling, therc is not much destruction to be seen, except
the Ministry of Communications, again destroyed by the Chinese themselves,but it

"looks deserted as compared with what it was o year ago.

It was growing dark so we couldn't see much of the Ginling Campus but nert
morning it all looked ammzingly normale It is wonderful how well they have kept
it with all those refugees there; it was trampled about a good bit at one time,
but Minnie and Mrs. Tsen have been busy getting it in order againe The only outward
signs on the campus that all is not as usual is that there is barbed wire round the
lawns, in order to keep the refugees off some of them, and also that along the
covered ways and in other places there is much washing of various kinds hung out to
dry, which looks a little stmnge. They have closed all the comps in Nanking, but
they have about 700 women under 30 on the Ginling campus still attending a kind of
a summer school, the real purpose being to give a place to women who have lost their
male relatives and are absolutely destitute, and also to such girls and women who
live in those districts of the city which are still considered to be unsafe, owing
to the proximity of the soldierss It has been very hard to keep the numbers down,
as everybody wants to come, as they all feel much safer there than elsewhere, and it
is also much pleasanter. However, they are keen to get the people back to their
homes, so they are doing their best to keep the numbers down. These girls are living
in the Reeitation Bublding, and the Central building, they just sleep on the floor
and bring their own bedding, there is the kind of smell you would expect = you know
stale humanity and too much of it - though they are really kept fairly tidy, and they
do a lot of washings In the dormitories which are now empty, the smell has gone, but
the lower parts of the walls are still pretty dikty. They say when there was the
greatest crush they were sitting on the stairs, without even room to stretch out.
How they got through those days I don't know; just forming up the rice line for over
10,000 must have been some business.

They had the opening exercises of the Summer School on Saturday. It was a
cheering sight to sece the Chapel Auditorium full of girls, really quite tidy looking
ond quite well behaved. They sang most heartily. It was mainly giving out of
notices = mony of them things they were not to do. Minnie was not entirely satisfied;
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she thought they were too negative, but they were given out in good spirit, and
Harriet ~ with translater - made quite a nice little speech on the matters of Hygiene.
The Dean of the Summer School = a Miss Wang = seemed to have a very pleasant way
with her in the notices that she gave out, and she introduced the teacherss There is
not a very heavy time table, ns there is not a very large stuff of teachers, every
student has two classes o day, and three subjects in all, the subjects vary, but all
study Bible - the other subjects are history, mathematics, English, Chinese, hygiene
and singinge Minnic is hoping from this school to select the most needy 100-200
women to start the industrial school next fall. The students vary ~ I mean in the
present summer school = from illiterates to girls in Senipor Middle School. Hardly
any of our college students are in Nanking, bubt thore is ot least one former Fresh-
man, and I think she is going to help with the music.

But if Ginling looks fairly normanl, and quite beautiful, I can't say as
much for most of the rest of Nankings In the safety zone, which is mostly around
Ginling, there has not been much destruction, but all the houses are occupied by
refugees = or ompty - and along the streets there are all sorts of little booths,
moinly stored with lootse The population of Nanking is mainly living by selling
nabches, other small articles and loot to itself; and you foel as though there- is
no normal healthy life flowing through the city.

We went on Tuesday rather furthor infield, Dre Rosen the German repre-
gontative took us in his car outside the c¢ity and round the south part of the city,
where the main businoss section is « or rather wase You go outside the city with
a special pernit, or with one of the official representatives of other countries,

as they are provided with o gondarme to protect them, or more accurately to observe
all they do. They take copious notese The public buildings outside the city -
such as the Ming Tombs, Dr. Sun's tomb, the Memorial for the soldiers, Beamlecss Hall,
Pagoda, etce, are not damaged, though the aninals leading up to the Ming Tombs were
painted green by the Chinese by way of camouflage, and Dr. Sun's tomb has been
nuffled in & kind of a bamboo cage, also part of a camouflaging proceduree All the
houses have been destroyed, or are in the process of being destroyeds We went over
that tallish house on a hill that hnd been built ns a Presidentinl Mansion. The wall
on one side had been badly shot away by a big shell, but the main structure was still
fairly all right, though of course all the glass and some of the tiles had been
crushed and broken, and there was the carcass of a horse in the main reception room.
The park, of course, is not being kept up, and there are weeds growing up everywhere,
though it still looks lovely, but when you think of what it was before, it is a very
nelancholy spectacle, o bit like the garden in Sleeping Beauty would have been before
the Prince canes

On the way back we drove down Tai Ping Lu, and other of the main streets,
Tai Pin Lu is a wreck, there are hardly any whole shops, and such as there are are
mostly occupied by Japanese; beer shops are very proninent among thems The whole
of that part of the cibty looks derelict, and would make you weep. There are a faw
Chinese to be seen, but mostly Japanese. We passed the Y.M.C.A. building on our
way back, which has been burnt, and also the State Cinems Theatre, the latest and
most up to date, which has been completely gutted.

I have gone rather shead of the days, in trying to tell you something
about the city as a wholes On Friday we spent most of the day going over books and
papers in our offices. I knew I would not be back for two years at least, as we
shall be up in Chengtu next year, and then I am due for furlough - I didn't have much
more time to look through things, but I was able to pick oub what was most important
to take up to Chengbu, if we can get any luggage up there.
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On Friday eveing there was a meeting and supper of all the missionaries
in Nenking, quite a number of women missionaries had come up just the week before,
including Harriet Whitmer, so that there are quite a group nows They wanted to
discuss various problems - relief, education, etec. = so as to have some common policy
and ideass The country round is better than they had anticipated, but the clity is
in a pretty bad way, as there is really no source of income. Commercially it is cutb
off from other places, except what people can bring on foot = and all the wholesale
business of the city is in the hands of the Japaneses At the moment people still
have a few reserves, and they are managing to scrateh a living someway; food is
cheap and the weather warm, but they all dread to think what it will be like next
winter, and they are husbanding their reources for that time. The Japanese militery,
of course, accept no responsibility for the eivilian 1life, and the puppet government
is without prestige or ability; their policeman are not armed with as much as a stick,
so that practically speaking the city is without police.

The -plan to open a few schools of various sorts, and they hope, I think,
that perhaps they will not be interfered with much, Mimnie Vautrin is plamning to
open the Practice School for Girls, but I don' think there will be a mission middle
school for boyse

The hospital is going to have some difficulty in carrying on, as pre=
viously they met a good deal of their expenses by what the patients paid, but the
number of free patients is increasing weekly now, and by next winter it is doubtful
whether there will be any but free patients left in Nanking; and yet it was never
nore essential to have the hospital open, as there is no other in Nanking for Chinese.

One of the men was very much concerned that nothing was being done for
the Japanese, and wanted to try and get hold of some Japanese missionary or Japanese
Christian to come and work among the troops, ard give them some place to be decent in,
if they wanted to be decent. At the moment the only places provided for the Japanese
soldiers are beer halls, brothels, and now, I think, one cineme. Another of the men
present said at the beginning of the "inoident" the National Christian Council of
Japan had asked to be allowed to send along ministeres with the troops, but had been
refuseds I think it is interesting thet an army trying to be as up to date as the
Japonese shtould haw nothing in the way of social welfare for their troops. They
do have a couwple of Buddhist priests -~ or monks - along with them I think, but they
mainly concerrtrate on burying the dead, not helping the living; though I have always
understood that there was a Young Men's Buddhist Association in Japan modelled on
the lines of the YeM.C.A., and I should have thought that might have done somethinge
Certainly the Japanese army needs all the encouragement to be decent that it can gets

I am just reading.a book by Chamberlain called "Japan over Asia", In
several places he refors to the morale and disecipline of the troops es being very
good; I wonder whether he could or would write that now,

On Saturday we spent another day in our officess In the evening Minnie,
Mrse Tsen and Mrs. Twinemind a farewell party for John Magee who is leaving Nanking
on furloughe

On Sunday I spent most of the day working in my house. The Forsters of
the American Church Mlssion are going to move into it for the surmer, about which I
am very pleased, as I like to think of it being lived in. It did also give me a little
heartache to leave it; the sitting roon especially looked so. friendly and welcomings
still I am lucky that it has not been hurt. I had to preach on Sunday afternoon at
the English speaking serviee; actually they didn't asl me until the Saturday, as they
thought that the Bishop Roberts would be there.
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Monday we spent mainly on the library books, going through both the
boxes in which they had packed thingsawey, and the shelves, and trying to select
a minimum for Chengtu, a very difficult propositions A% tea time Minnie read us some
of her diary of the part just before the city fell. It was very interesting going
over thet with her, and asking her questions. She really is a me.rvel what she has
managed to dos In the evening I worked again on my house. On Tuesday we gpent an-
other morning with the books, and then went to lunch with Dr. Roseny where we metb
a Liewtenab from the Aphis, and also Mrs Jeffries, the British Consul.

Dr. Rosen also very kindly lent us his car to go to the Japanese Embassy
to see about our permitse We hed taken them the day before but the right official
was out, so we had to leave them and collect them on Tuesdaye. Remarkable to say
nothing more needed to be done to them, and we collected then on Tuesdey without any
fusse Coming back a sentry stopped the car, had a look at all the chauffer's papers,
and also a long look at Florence and me; he didn't seem to like the look of us very
much, and I didn't think mueh of him either, but after a long stare he let us go one
There was a Gerran flag on the car, and also an announcement that it belong to the
Germman Embassy in Chinese characters, I don't know why he stopped it, mainly boredon
I should thinke

Wednesday we spent tidying up all the mess we had made the other days,
packing, etee We had hoped some of the boxes could go down on the gun boat that
was leaving the next day, but they couldn't. However, we loft them all tied up and
packed ready to go when they coulde We went out and did a cortain amount of saying
good-bye, though when we called at the Buck house, where eight of the men live, they
were nll out except Claude Thomson with whon we came up, and he was on his way to the
Arerican Embassy over e libttle incident with & Japancse senbtrye

Gett ing tickots to leave is quite a business, as the train leaves at
6:20 (7:20 Tokyo time, which is what the Japaneso keep) and they don't sell any tickets
until that mornings and you may go down and not get onoe The journey down to Shopghai
was longer - over 14 haurs - and nore crowded, than when we came up, and kept on
gebting fuller and fuller at each station, but otherwise it was all right, though
very tedious, and I was glad when we finally arrived in Shenghaie We finally met the
man who had come t0 meet us from the International Guides Burcau with a car, and 1
got baclk to the Hospital not long after nince

It was good to see Mrs. Tsen, Blanche, Minnie and others, but Nanking is
certainly a city to make your heart ache, especially when you think how full of life
energy it was a year ago. The Japanese seen to have accomplished nothing but the
sheerest destruction, and I can't believe - there is much hope for the future, unless
they and their influence are cleared right outs I don't mean they should not be
allowed legitimate trade, but that as long as their poliey is directed by their
militarists it holds nothing but the chill of death for the Chinese people, on whose
behalf they clainm to be Fightinge

VI June 23, 1938 - Minnie we hope is eoning down today for the Cormencement exercisess

On Sunday there was the joint Baccelaureate Service for the Christian
Colleges in Bast China; it was held at Moore Memorial Church, Dr. Cheng Ching-yi
was speaking, and it was really quite an impressive service. --

Three belated Xmas presents turned up from Hankow: Xmas cake, still
quite edible, chocolate, also edible, and 3 pairs of silk stockings, and I didn't
have to pay duty on eny of itl
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VII June 27, 1938 = Nanking is a desolate city, and would meke your heart sick with
pitye I find 1t extraordinarily hard to have the beginning of Christian 1love for
the Japanese militarists, they seem an unmitigated blight on the face of the land,
though some of the individual soldiers are doubtless all right, and I have seen one
or two with the most tragic faces, as though they partly realized the terrible orime
they were committing, bubt most of them look coarse and callous.

Commencement went off quite well yesterday, some people I think were a
little nervous at having so large an affair and were afraid that there might be
trouble, but everything went off quite peacefully, Admission was only by ticket,
and there was no publicity at all given to the affair beforehande I enclose the
cutting from the North China of today which deseribes ite We had a pleasantFaculty

. Senior Banquet immediately afterwards in the Forelgn Y.M.C.A.

It has been wonderful having Minnie come down for the Commencemen’c Festi-
vities, she arrived on Thursdey evening, so has been in time for them all.




GINLiNG GoLhen
NANKING,CHINA

The Ginling College Unit in Shanghai

Letter written by Ruth Chester, March 3, 1938,
Received in New York in June, 1988,

T will try now to give you some picture of the Ginling unit in Shanghai
as it is organized for this spring term., We have rented albtogether six rooms in
the YeWeCeAs building - a large, modern downtown office building, just two doors
from the missions building, Three of these rooms are fitted up as class rooms with
furniture borrowed from the Mary Farnham School (Presbyterian High School in Sheng-
hai), which was glad to have a chance to move it from its own building where it was
constantly in danger of being stolen. Blackboards are painted on the walls. A very
nice corner room is being used as a reading and study room for the students - possi-
bly this might be comsidered a bit of a luxury, but it is one that the girls much
appreciate and which will certainly improve the quality of work done, for most of
them have no quiet place to study. This is also furnished with Mary Farnham furni-
ture including a magazine rack which is already full with regular library magazines
which are coming here. Part of the mail for the college lands here and part goes
vie Hongkong and Hankow to Szechuan, so our files are not complete, and very likely
some are lost, but at least what we have is available for studont and faculty use.

T think we now have one or more copies of 30-40 magazines, Those four rooms are on
the fourth floor and on the fifth we have a large pleasant faculty office with five
largo desks, and two small ones. Bach desk is used by two people and the room does
not offer ideal conditions of quiet for study, but at least gives them a placc to
keep books and papors and to work an hour or so between classes. There will be some
periods when class rooms can bo usod for confercnces so that will help somec. Next
to the faculty officc is a small administrativo office where Wang Ming-djen and I
have our desks and do a little work occasionally between interruptions. In addition
to those rooms, Mrs, Now has taken o good sizod room on the third floor, partly as’
an office for hersclf and partly to give us a littlo overflow space, so wo take ro-
fuge thoro sometimes for committec meetings and for rest and quiet. I think she had.
Dr, Wu in mind too when she took that room and she will find it a groat holp when she
gots hero.

We have thirteen faculty here now and Miss Whitmor will bo here in a fow
days. All of them bolong to tho regular teaching staff so we have had to'learn by
doing" on the administrative side. Wang Ming-djen has mnde an excollont rogistrar
_and gonoral pmrtier in the multitudinous details of administrative work, oand I really
don't see how the job could possibly have beon done without her. Her oxperience in
the curriculum committoe and as class schodulo officer for some yoears past meant
that she was familiar with all the rogistration routine. We did not even have o
sample copy of any of our registration forms, and altogether had onc English and two
Chinose catalognes! The rest of tho administrative work has been my job, with the
help on the more importont problems of Mrs. New and Liu En-lan as an administrative
committoe. Various parts of it have beon delegated to other faculty members, but
most of them are protty busy as teaching undor theso conditions is not as efficient
a8 in normal times, Everyone has helped and they have all been patient with the
meny irritating inadequacics, Mr. Sung as chairman of the ocquipment committee has
done o great deal to get us properly set up.

our faculty is good as far as it goos, but it certainly could not be call=
od a well balanced one, from the curriculum point of view, Some departmonts arc
very well ropresonted with two or throe members, and others gre entirely lacking. We
could not possibly have done an indopondont piece of work, but cooperation with other
Bast China Christian Collegos has made work possible. Six colleges aro here in some
form, but only fiveo have enough coursos to affect tho currieulum much. So when our
students noeded courses we could not offer we have sont them to any of these other
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[;ﬁétitutions and we have a very large number of such cases, All of them have regis-
tored with us and paid their tuition to us, and then the college will pay to other
colleges at the rate of $3 per credit for courses elected by our students. It is
supposed to be a mutual arrangement, but of course we need them more then some of
them need us, especially the two who belong in Shanghai and have somewhers near nor-
mal curriculum, so we are sending out more students than we receive, but we do have
quite a number of University of Nanking students in our classes, since they are giv-
ing only one or two courses themselves. We have been very generous in a110w1ng the
girls to choose outside courses, perhaps too much so, but we all feel it is more im-
portant to give them a reasonable range of choice than to save a few dollars by for-
cing them into our courses, We have a few who are not taking any Ginling courses
except Physical Bducation - seniors who are majoring in Sociology and minoring in
psychology for instance, for we have nothing here in either of those departments. Co~-
operation is also helping to solve for us all the very difficult problems of library
and laboratory facilities, St. Johns is the only one of the six institutions that has
anything in these lines and they have vory generously made them available for us all.
The joint library has a large reading room in the building where the St., Johns classes
are held and referonce and reserve books for dl courses in all theso institutions are
on those shelves, Their card catalogue is also there and faculty can order any books
they need brought in from their main library out on the campus., So we practically
have thoir whole library available, Wo all holp finance it and ocach student has an
identification card and is entitled also to take out books under usual restrictions.
In addition to this the city library and a number of other specialized libraries are
available so we shall not do so badly for books I ‘think, only it takes a lot of facul~
ty time to go all over town hunting them. The English department is borrowing books
from al 1 our friends and they have been most gonerous. The Morris family has provided
many books for English, Musie, and History and is lending records for Hu Shih»tsang'°
course in Music approciation., I dontt quite sec how wgo could do without their assis-
tanco,

The joint laboratories arc also housed in the St. Johns building and have
been equipped with gas and woter and they have moved in their laboratory desks and
their apparatus. Work is being schoduled so that the rooms and apparatus are boing
used all day by different groups, St. Johns, and ours in tho afternoon, mostly, and
the University of Shanghai ond one or two othors in the morning, There are going to
be many difficultiscs of administration, due %o having so many people use the same
outfits, but I guess it will work out somschow and will be better than no laboratories
at all, Only science majors arc being allowed to take laboratory coursesand they
won't get all they usually do, but last torm thoy had none, so this is at least some
improvement. All laboratory fees aro to be paid to St. Johns and it is hoped that
most of the additional oxpenso will be covered oither by tho Council of Higher Edu-
eation or by o special groant from the Associated Boards, If this is not forthcoming
wo shall oach have to help cover tho cost, but I hope that will not bo necessary.

For our Physical oducation work weo have the usc of tho Navy Y.M.C. A, gym-
nosium which is only a few minutes walk from hore, from 8«11 each morning. They aro
nlso being very generous in thoir charges and it is fine that wo can have this place

s0 near and so weoll oquippod,

With the approval of the administrative committee I took tho liberty of
adding one part time persen to our staffe For years we have wished for a really good
Art Appreciation course ond when I saw that Mrs. Ely was giving one at Ste Johns I
thought it would bo fine to have her do it for us., We shall not have to pay much and
it is our largest class - 19 I think, and sho limitod it to 20. Several alumnac and
other spacials aro taking it and their fees alone will cover quite a part of it, I
hope it will be really interosting and valuable for the girls. Mrs, Ely seomod glad
to do it and is o most onthusiastic tcacher.




, Now for a few statisticse. We have a total of 54 regular students, 22
*seniors of whom 14 will finish in June I think, }3 Jjuniors, 9 sophomores and 9 fresh-
mens In addition we have about 15 University of Nanking students taking from 1 to
4 courses each, and a few specials taking English or Art or music. About ten of the
students I expected transferred to St, Johns, so our total regular enrodlment is less
than I hoped for. I don't know all the reasons for these transfers but I think fami-
ly pressure in favor of Shanghai institutions which would not be liable to move out
of town had something to do with it in some cases. Outside of faculty salaries I
think we are sure of covering by fees taken in the cost of running this unit, but I
had hoped it might do a little more thay that and help carry part of the salary budget.
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This week we had the privilege of meeting Mr. Rabe, the German who has
boen chairmen of the relief committoe in Nanking. ' He began his talk by paying great
tributes to his fellowworkers there in Nenking, Tho first one he mentioned was
Minnie Veutrin, He said something like this: "I shall never forget the sight of
Miss Vautrin leading a line of girls and young womoen through the stroets, on Decombor
13th to the safety of the Ginling refugeo camp, past groups of soldiors out hunting
for women - it was & man®s job, but she did iti® a

Lottor from Ruth Chester - Shanghai
April 21, 1938,

The biggest event hore sincoe wo wrote last is Dr. Yi-fang Wu's arrival,
which as she may have told you, was perfectly timed so she could como right in to .
our assembly which comes only onee in twe woeks, Probably she has writton some aboub
the Shanghai situation and how it affects us. Just about the timosho arrived we were
beginning to foel moro concerned about the many storios of girls and women boing kid-
napped and carried off to "the other side of town". I don't doub% thoro are more
stories than cases, but I know of one or two that have come protty straight and that
I foel arc substantially true and they are oenough to make us o littlo uneasy all tho
time about our students who have to be on the stroots so much, Just last week and
this one of our seniors haos had somo disquieting atbtentions., First she was followed
by three men in a car who took her picture three times. Then day beforo yosterday,
the same men, who, she says, arc Japaneso, followod her on foot for somo distance,
waited outside while sho ate o hurried lunch.in o restaurant, and thon followed hor
further until she took a bus for home. Sho is surc they wore the some mon, and saw
them get into tho same car and drive off, Wo don't know just what this moans - porw
haps nothing much, but it has onough possibilities of seriousness to causo us a good
bit of anxioty.

Her family is here, fortunately and she is living at home, so we don't
have to take responsibility for telling her what to dos Her father is a prominent
Christian leader and was in to sec me with her yesterday. I ean't help wondering
just a little whether it is an indirect attempt to put pressurc on him and frighten
him into silence and inactivity. I hope that is not the cases I was told by quite
o responsible Chirncse in the educational ficld here, that they have definitely
traced tho murder of Herman Liu to Japanese sources and that they had 50 men in
wait for him that morning at various placesd I cannot check that information, -
but I don't think he is the sort of person who would repeat such a story without
adequate evidences It all gives one a rather creepy feeling and it is so easy
in such a situation to get into an excessively suspicious state of mind and take
some things more seriously than they should bee. From this point of view I am glad
that Dre Wu will not be here wvery long.




| On Suhday April 10 the alumnae here had a meeting to welcome Dr. Wu

and also to Weldome the seniorse Dr. Wu spoke about her experiences in these last
mbnths, Dju Giohefang described the work various alumnae have done here for relief,
etce Then Lie-ming read the list of alumnae whose wherebouts are unknown and found
quite a number of them were known to someone presente They also collected that

day a small loan fund for alummae who are out of jobs and in urgent needs It will
mean & lot to those who are in need to have the baeking and sympathy of other
alumee as well as the financial help, ‘and the idea is that the money will be repaid
when they get back on thelr feet, financially.

Searle Bates was here for about ten days and we all listened with great
eagerness to all that he had to say. They are preparing a survey of property and
live stock losses in and around Nanking.

It is decided that I should go home this swmmer. I am both glad and
sorry, but on the whole it seems best, for if this unit is to be stopped there will
not be any urgent need for me. I have a sailing for July 10 on the Empress of
Russiae

Letter from Ruth Chester -~ Shanghai
May 12, 1938

, Mrse New wont with Dr. Wu as far as Hong Kong so I can't very easily
share your letter with both her and Minnie, at least not very promptly unless some=
one copies theme Also as far as Minnie's concerned our communications are rather
erratic these days on this sort of thinge Strictly college business, or harmless
personal letters can go through readily by post now to Nanking taking about two
dayse. But we don't feel it wise to put into the post anything that might cause
any unpleasant reactions on the part of the consors, so that limits us a good deal.
T think it would bo better in writing to Shanghai if you avoided the use of names
of people from here who are speaking, or whose letters or reports are in uses

Yostorday at our "Presidents" meeting plans for the joint commencement
ond Baccaleaureate were discusseds Seven institutions are joining together - we,
University of Nanking, Soochow, Hangchow, University of Shanghai, St. Johns and
the Women's Medical, for these two funotions. Baccalearueate will be held on
Sunday afternoon, June 19 at 4:30 in the Moorc Memorial Church, with Cheng Ching=
yi the spcaker, we hopce Commencement will be Saturday morning June 25 at 10 in
the Grand Theatre which I think is about the .largest ones It seats about 2000 I
believes They have given it free and the radio company is giving free use of the
amplifying systems They are going to see if it is possible to get the program
broadeast, and also will try to get movies if possible, but I don't know what luek .
they will have on thoses W. W. Yen will be the speakor. The seniors are planning
some sort of modified class day progrom on Friday afternoon, June 24s The faculty
are having the banquet for seniors immediately after commencement on Saturday noone

This office will close officially June 30s I will see that mail gebts
taken care of if it arrives after that time, so I think you had better continue
to use this address as long as you write to Shanghai at all, Florence Kirk and I
will be leaving our apartment the end of June alsos If I can do as I want to I
shall be in Nanking for a week or ® before I saile I shalltry to arrange a day or
two here before sailing anyway to catch up the last loose ends. Wang Ming-chen
is going to America. towards the end of August but will be here until she sails,
staying with her sister. You can address her at 411 Yu Yuen Rd. She is very
capoble and dependable and has been my right hand man in the office this spring.
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I think we shall gradunbe 16 of 17 gehiors hets, including two or three
who will not be quite finished but very hear it. There are 14 really finishing be-
" fore commencemente You probably know there are 5 more in Chengtu, ,one in Wuchang
and two at Yenching, so our total will be around 25 I think, which}going protty
well considerings ‘ '

Letter from Ruth Chester - Shanghai
. May 29, 1938

Miss sevece is bringing you the rest of the movie that sesseseee took of
the Ginling camp activities. I put the explanations and captions Minnie Vgutrin
wrote out into the box with the films It is quite interesting, I think, and it is
good to find an omsis of constructive work in this awful desert. All the Nanking
folk agree that the best piece of work that has beén done there is this Ginling work.
Not all the credit is due to Ginling, for many others helped in it, ospecielly the
Episcopal Mission men, but it was doubtless Minnie's vision and faith which laid its
foundations and sho was certainly its guiding spirit.

~ As for Shanghai life has settled down again to a more normal state, after
the rathcer uneasy month of April.s I have not for weeks heard any reports or rumors
evon, of girls boing taken or molested in any way. Quite a gong that had been doing
systematic traffic in women was arrested and convieted and given fairly hcavy sene
tences and thabt seems to have lmd o wholesome effecte Probably the large number of
Japanese women who arc now available has hdped toos There has been a lot of minor
bomb-throwing and hand grenndes and such and police have been combing certain parts
of the eity for trouble-makers, but the outlook for our particular little group
coming through tho term without any misfortuncs,looks good.

I think I shnll probably go across to Montroal and direct to Sutton
Island, Maine £ill the end of the summer so will not be around N.Y. till sometime
carly in Septomber,

Lettor from Florence Kirk - Shanghai
Moy 13, 1938

Liu En-lan, who has becn in the hospital for a few days with what has been
diagnosod as bacillary dysentery, is feeling quite perky. Yesterday the faculty
played the students in volley-ball, and each sidc won a gome. Tho stars were Chen
Yu-hwa (Li-ming's husband, brought in, porhaps under false pretences), Ettie Chon,
ond Hwa Li-minge Thc woak spots worc Eva Spicer, Alice Chang and Hwang Dzun-meidl
Ettic insists that I tell you that everyone did nobly. Today at noon we have our
lunchoon-discussion group. We have about a dozen members of the group, and we tako
turns in providing the lunchoon. We sottle down to about an hour and quarter of
discussion and reports

Letter from Florence Kirk - Shanghai
Moy 29, 1938

Whether we can got any supplics from Nanking before we start for Chengtu
is still a quostions The more than twonty applicants to rocturn to Nanking were to
have known yesterday whother their passes came through or not - and at the military
pass office, it sccmed very promisings Howover, it is now to be docided "next woek",
and so it goes one Eva and I have applicd to go down for not morc than a weok, be-
ginning June 8, and whon we left owr applications, it looked hopofull ”

Tho plans for Commencement seem to be coming along favorablye The faculty
banquet committee is at work (Harriet, En=len and Bttie Chin ). The seniors are at
comprehensives this week, and last week the sophomores took their comprchensives,
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NANKING, CHINA
Excerpts from Letters from Dr. Cora D. Reeves
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Morch 24, 1938 = I cannot see that producing the college womon who can only wo

In the conventional Middle School at a price and on a definite job is going tqggar
into the needs of the case, also the gocial workers need to be in constant touch
with rural as well as city problemss I wonder how mony of our alumnhae can have
U.S. $10.00 a month from friends or church funds. Bishop Wardassures me of support
if any alumnae are ready to advendures Our church has no end of places where
property is held by them without any workers or none that are trained. All church
groups up here are the same.

April 8, 1938 « You may have already learned that the law forbidding Bible training
s roscindeds It should challenge students who intend to teach to consider what
they have of value in having faith to sharewith their studentse  Our girls were
nolding student meetings and asked the faculty to come with theme 4 serious pro=
blem is that Pe E. is at five, supper is at 5:30 and the large body of which they
are 8 small part does not wish to change. The noise of students and emah's shouting
at each other in the dormitory halls and rooms is like nothing I've met - nor

they. Since each ten students or some such number have their own amah it makes
plenty of shouters. Also they were talking of what they could do a8 a group for
soldiers or to help Mrs. New in civilian relief. Guess I've told youw how fast

they worke Perhaps my feeling of their speed in getting things done eomes from

my own slowing down, but I think not since we used to feel how very slow they were
in going over their lessons. That is true of the students of this University but
seems not to be the case for Ginling College or University of Nanking in their
English ossigmments. While thers Dr. Yuen told them of the doath of Hermon Liu.
They ot onee thought of Dr. Wu. The leader of the Christian Student Federation
nsked that I lead the Passion weel Wednesday evening service.

As to our needs for next year, one hesitotes to say how badly books are
wontede There are plenty ot the old home but can they be shipped? National
Szechuan University librarian told me they have 1500 volumes in Hong Kong. On the
other hand Poul Meyer thinks the British India road may be used in Octobere The
report of shortage of chenicals has been vexing some and since transportation in
normal times doubles their cost here it may be that chemistry will of necessity
become n demonstratinon couwrse next year in both University of Nanking and West China
Union University.

Moy 5, 1938 = A note from Phosbe Hoh (Ginling 1920) says she expots to be here
Tomorrows There is discussion of her helping o national children's rehabilitat ion
scheme and at least two churches (Methodist and Episcopal) wish her to live in a
village station with "power to act" as it were, in setting vp village betterment
programs from the church. .

A problem awaiting my reply is whether I'll study fish in the field at
Kiating and Yachow for the Smithsonian Institute, expenses prid, this surmers

Moy 7, 1938 - Phoebe Hoh jas just come inee She has becn touring this provinece from
‘Chungking hero with a group made up of preachers, . public health nurse, doctor and
foreign friends. She is being snatched away to go to o conference. The wonmen
leaders who gather there will be rany of our alwmaes It is planned to get help

_ for orphans and probably widows. I suppose the 10,000 orphans will be ‘scattered
but I understand the provinée has agreed to become responsible. Over against this
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war work by the province here, Chengtii has more ragged beggar boys than all the
cities I've ever visited combineds eesssese s2ys When she was up here twenty year s
agoe There were no beggars for the government then had institutions and organizations
to care for the needy. In the month among our churches Phoebe has found the jealous-
jes of the people, their desire for favors. It's worth very much to hear her say,

"T xnow I used to be that way." She tells how they talk of her as "The old secrub
women". She dresses in cammon blue cotton dress for traveling, and then some of

the group introduce her as a former teacher in the college, a returned student, ete.
and she stands watching their jaws drop. Then she begins to speak and they under-
stand every word partly because they want to, partly because she uses her Hupeh
dialect which is nearer this speech. She has found some hsien magistrates who are
good who desire Christians who are real to teach and to help in their administration
but she says, "Where can wo find them?"

I may have written of a Yenching man I met on the boat who was coming
up to work here. He got picked up by this govermment for economie survey of the
provinces The old Chinese system of the magistrate being appointed from away
coertainly helps now in letting a new govermment put in hsien magistrates from a
distance. Some of them are “Jimmy Yen's" men who were trained and experienced in
the Ding hsien project. Others who have had training here in this University are
doing good works ’

My Chinese friend of Ann Arbor days came back from the meeting in Hankow
thrilled by the unity of the conference while others are pained by the factions
that still appears It's quite plain to me that there must come to us such a letting
go of show and things for show, and that we must put into our work a concentration
of kindness to others we have hardly seene If only others mey follow Phoebe's lead
as she now sees life and its challengel At least at present she is ready to be
as poor and selfless as St. Francise 8he has all the old time vigor with confidence
os to what she can do but a humility in her desire to be used of God that thrills me.
I've always remembered Dju Luh's dislike of Paul for his boasting. So I bettor
not spend too much time in my enﬁhnsiasméor Phoehe.

Mr. Hsiung, Dju Luh's husband, geve a lecture on the dreme for Inter-
national Association of University Women as a unifying force. He gave a performance
here, which a very smart profossor in West China Union University pronounced as
"wonderful” in which heused 2000 or rorc school children. He reports that Dju
Luh (Ginling 1922) will soon be heres

Eleanor McNeal Anderson said last evening her husband, who is a Te Be
spocialist, is really distressed by the number of down river people who are suffering
from attacks of active tuberculosis largely from the strain and the hardships of
the trip up herea. '

Friday of this week the studentsgmve a "Ginling Concerts" A University
of Nanking men conducteds They did o good part of the singings Two men played the
violin very welle

Chang Kwei Chi and Mary Chen played a piano duet and did part of the
accompenying while Imogene Ward did the rests Ginling College girls were in the
chorus and helping with ushering, etes It was all clagsical music and not too bad
as to style and interpretation. West China has an unusually fine conductor in
Dr. Agnew. He builds voices, and the work of the choir shows quality and methed
of singing better thon any I've hcarde

May 20, 1938 = The cnclosed progrom tells of o very nice party given by the Womans.
College yesterday to the seniorsj Ginling College, 5 seniors; Nanking University,
6 scniors; Central China Colloge,l senior; Yenching University 1 sonior; Shanghai
Univorsity,l sonior; West China Union University,20 soniorse
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June 5, 1938, While fifty women were discussing the noed for increasing the produc-
TIvity of women who must earn the family's income, when husbands wore lost in war,
one Ginling College aluma was teaching poultry raising to fifty women. Hu Sui-ying
is talking of tho wator chestnut culturo. We have only seon smnll ones hera. Fish
are few and expensive. "Mosquito Control by Fish", I'd like to have some of this
yoarts graduatos working on., Even $100,00 mex. a month would let us put & group on
that problem. In the old home in Nanking, we must stand by, What would you -think
of my writing an article for Poultry Magazine . The movie shows our one research
worker, and the story of sheor grit, courage and devotion to a problem.

Chen Ping=dji going o quartor of a mile to got her test tubes into an
auto clave, and then finding them all contaminated because it was not working well,
mekes me kmow that wo have to have a pressure cooker, If our group were coming by
Hongkong it would be more simple. I amwriting to Catharine %o see whother there is
one in Hankow, If I don't got an answer that somoonc has gotten one in China, I'1ll
hove to depend on you.

June, 1938. As I see one thing which has boon different and which counts now - it is
15 .= whon work here began thore were no business positions open to the young men
who lmew English, there woro thersfore no perents who insisted that -their young poop~
le learn English. So all work wgs dono in Chinese. This meant thot the foreigners

rmust lenrn Chinese and do all work in Chinese, which, since in some subjects there
wore no Chinese texts, limited the course given to what s foreigner could pass on in
n limited Chineso language as o tool or medium. I've not realized before comihg up
hore the smount which our girls get by wanting to know English and by the habit of
goetting things for themselves in a foreign language. The mastery of a new tool does
somothing to the character which seems to me far more important than the mere know-
ing of English indicates.
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FIFTY CHINESE DOLLARS AT WORK ON THE GINLING CAMPUS

Fifty Chinese Dollars is less than Nine U.S.Dollars

Through & friend in China, a group of American women interested especially in helping
& group of children in Chine turned over to Miss Vautrin for the Ginling Refugee Camp
for Women and Children a sum of fifty dollars Chinese currency. Ten different women
were helped, after investigating some of the most pressing needs, A brief story of
the investment follows; ' :

Case l. A woman whose married name is Chen and whose maiden name was Li,
She is 60 years of age and her husband is 62. oOn December 16th
her three sons were taken by the victorious army and have not been
heard from since, The eldest was 85, is married and leaves a wife
and four children. He was & seller of fish. Her second son was
29, He leaves a wife who is expecting a little child very soon,
He was a maker of dumplings. Her third son was 17 and uamarried.
He sold papers for a living. This women was given $6,00 with which
to start up a small business, She now sells kind of doughnut
which Chinese people eat for breakfast, This will enable her %o
inerease her business and her income,

Case 2., Hwang Yung-chow. Aged 70. His wife is dead. He and his son were
tailors. His son, aged 32, was taken on December 13th and has not
been heard from since. He has a daughter~in-law of 30 who is blind,
and three little grandehildren, the eldest aged 9 and the younges
aged three, By giving the 0ld man $6,00 we thought that he would
be able to make a living for his family.,

Li Yung-shi. This woman is 35 years of age. Her husband was an
umbrella maker taken on December 15th and has not been heard from
since. 8he is left with two little girls, aged 14 and 5. 8he is
now living at the home of some neighbors who feel worry for her,
Her home was burned by Chinese troops for military purposes and
she has nothing left, not even chopsticks., Her bedding was taken
by Japanese soldiers when they entered the city. She was given
$6.,00 with which to start a small business in which she will sell
candles, soap, ete. and try to make a living for her children,

Yang Ta=-shi. . This woman is 43 and her husband is 47. On December

16th two of her sons were taken, the 25 year old son who worked in

& pewn shop, and the 18 year old boy who had at great sacrifice on

the part of his parents just graduated from a primary school, When
asked if she implored the soldiers when they took her two sons she

sald she was afraid to do so for the soldiers were very fierce., This
woman also has an old mother of 80 living with her and a little daugh-~
ter of 10,. She was given $6.00 and she and her husbend hope to start

a little curio shop again,
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Wang Hu-shi, This woman is 52 years old and her husband is 60, Two:
sons wore taken on December 16th. The eldest who was 30 had a small
electric shop, and the second was 17 and worked in his brother's shop.

‘She was given $6,00 to help her start a small laundry.

Shen Tsien-shi., A womsn of 29 with three little children, 6, 4 and 1
respectively., Her husband left the c¢ity during the troubles and she

has not been able to find him, She was given $5,00 to help her start
a small business with the hope that she can make: enough for the three
children. : :

Liu Ying-shi., {oman of 49, Her husband, Gl, was taken on December
13th and has not since appeared, At the %ime he was hunting for one
of the daughters. She has a married daughter of 29 whose husband is
dead, Three daughters aged 17, 14, and 9, and a little son of 12,
There is & .son of 21 who has gone to the west. We gave her $6,00
with which she will buy materials for thé making of shoes - an
industry which the daughters will carry on in the home. She herself
will go out to do washing for others.

Wang Siu-ching. A young girl of 21, Her mother died last autumn

of fright during the air raids., On December 1l6th, the father, a

men of 45, her uncle, 31, and a young brother of 18 were all taken
by the Japenese soldiers and have not been seen since. They have
probably been killed. This girl is left with three younger brothers,
one a boy of 16 who is not normal in intelleot, the two others 13
and 6, We gave her $5,00 with which she will try bto start some
business. They have gone back to the house of a friend of her father
and mother, but these people are also poor and cannot help them.

Ma Wu-shi. A refugee from Shanghal who has two little children, 7
and 2, She was separated from her husband during the evacuations
last f£all and does not know where he is. She was given $2,00 to help
hor temporarily. She is still in a camp and is getting free rice.

Dhou Liang-shi. A woman of 35 who has three little children. Her
husband was taken for work for the Chinese army last fall and she
does not know whether he is ¥iwing or démad, She is still in a refu-
gee camp and the sum of $2,00 was given her to buy food for her
little children.

Written June 7, 1938.
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Letter from Dr. Cors D. Reeves, Department of ‘Biology

Written in Szechuan Province, China, Summer of 1938.

T 0 ey o S L S ot by

Jun? 19, 1938 - It's interesting that a Yenching man who was on the boat with me
coming up from Hankow last July and with whom I visited is now the conductor of the
perty of students who are out at work, doing "patriotic service" in Wenkiang about
40_11 frgm Chengtus They are living in a school some 40 or 50 of them from West
China Union University,, University of Nanking, and Ginling Colleges They have

five divisions in their progrem:- Propaganda, Agriculture, Health with clinic and
doetor, Recreation, Religion. '

b 8 ot 0 0 s D e

Dr. Reeves enclosed a letter written by a Ginling
Student who was a part of the project referred to
aboves. The letter is dated August 24, 1938. It
illustrates the patriotic zeal of young China and
the provincialism of old China in this western
region.

One wock has elapsed since I came back from Wemchiang, We arrived there
on the 16th of July. We stayed four weeks and two days. The heavy rains mede us
stay the two extra days. We came back on foot as we went, Treading in the mud and
shallow vmbter was really very interesting,

Now let me tell you how we got on in Wenchiang, In the morning we got up
at 5:30 as the bell rung; after washing ete., we had the flag raising ceremony, then
morning drill followed, We had morning prayer after this, Breakfast was served at
7:10, A%t 8:;00 A.M, all of us started out for work, eithor in the city, or outside of
its W had four places to work, one five leo away, one eight lee away, one nine lee
away, and one is perhaps 15 loe. I joined the Antiw.Japanese Aggression Propagenda
group. The work of our group was to present patriotic plays, to teach country folks
to sing patriotic songs, to give spoeches either formally or informally. Somebimes
we talked with illustrations, with piotures, cartoons, telling what Japanese have done
%o us, We pasted meny slogans and had very simple wall newspapers, Dr, Reeves, the
work was quite hard to do: (1) the difficulty of Szechuan dialect; (2) our too refined
litorary torms which wore %too hard for country poople to undorstand; (3) their (the
country pcople) low intelligonece and illiteracy; (4) their obstinate econception of
us city pecoplo, especially wniversity students, cspecially girl studonts. None of our
mombers (9 in all) can talk Szechuan dialect well. Though the majority of our audionc
were convincod by us, bub still wo really felt very disappointcd and discouraged.

. Dr. Reoecves, tho seccond thing I am going to tell you is that not a singlo
hydra was founds. Tomorrow I will be going out agein looking for somc hydra., If I
can still find none, what shall I do%

The mass militdry training will start on the 1lst of Septembor.
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Excerpts from letters from President Wu Yi~-fang .

April 1, 1938 -~ Shanghai, China., West China University has given a most cordial
welcome to the refugee institutions from down river, At present there are on the
campus the following guest institutions: The Medical and Dental Schools of Central
University; Cheeloo Medieal School; the University of Nanking; Ginling; Biology and
Supplies Departments of Soochow University, a total of six institutions on oneé campus.
The medical students from Cheeloo University have been taken into the classes of West
China Medical School, All the other institutions are giving their own courses with
some cooperation from our host insbitution. Ginling gives her owm courses and takes
her tuition fees, but sends out students to West China University and the University
of Nanking for those courses we are not able to offer ourselves. In return for the
facilities given us, our faculty give courses to help West China., laboratory fees
are peid to the institution giving the course, and dormitory fees are paid to West
Chine, for our girls are being housed in their women's dormitory.

Mr. Cressy was in Chengtu for a week and advised the refugee institutions there
to work out a much mere co-ordinated programme, There is a somewhat lower standerd
at West Chinae than e} Ginling and at the University of Nanking. Another handicap is
the getting of books and laboratory equipment.

I got an air passage on March 23 from Chungking to Hongkong, sailed from Hongkong
March 26 and reached Shanghai March 28, I found the situation in Shanghai quite un-
certain, not merely in the political sense, but also in daily living. As a result of
the intention of the Japanese military to spread a reign of terror, and the fact that
there are d large number of Chinese rascals ready to get money by serving the Japanese,
there are unimaginable incidents, PFor instance, the sistor of my cousin's wife - a
-graduate of the University of Shanghai - was stopped on the street onc day by a Chi-
nese who offered to tako her in his car. She became frightoned and quickly took a
ricksha, Then the mon with his ¢ ar cut in front of the ricksha, urged her to get
into the car, and said he would take her wherever she wantod to go. ILuckily there
were pedestrians approaching and her rickshe wont on.

Another authentic incident is that of a girl and her sister-in-law who ware
leaving a store when thoy were forced into a waiting car; when it was seon that the
sister-in-law was pregnant, she was pushed out and the girl was taken on off. Severw
al deays afterwards, the girl returned to her home and committed suicide because she
had been mistreated by Japanese soldiers.

These and similar happenings have madc our Chinese faculty and girls quite ner-
vous, even about coming to classes. Yesterday Mrs, New, the adviser to tho Froshman
Class, was having hor weokly informel gathering with thom, and seoveral told hor that
ctch evening when they arrive home, they say to thomselves, "Well, anothor day has
oassed and nothing unpleasant has happened." From this you can imagino the nervous
strain in what is appoarently o quiot situation.

From the academic point of viow, it is impossible for @inling alone to provide o
complete curriculum, and there are also difficulties in cooperating with other in-
stitutions as we aro doing this spring, Tho basis of cooperation omong tho Christion
institutions herc was the understanding that all institutions would leawve their stu-
dents free to olect courses in other institutions whorevor morc suitable courses
worc available. Nevertholoss, in practical applicabtion, it turned out that other
institubtions seemed to profor to 1limit their students to their own courses. For our
students , this cooperation means running to difforent institutions to get all the
necessary courscos, and from Ginling they do not roceive what we stood for when we had
our own campus life, Now that both St, Johns and the University of Shanghai arec ad-
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mitting women, we ourselved can easily understand how many families may prefer to have
their daughters enter an institution where they can get their entire Wotki Since we
came from Nanking, parents also think we may consider returaing there and they do not
wish their daughters to go to Nanking., In view of such difficulties and this other
factor of fear in Shanghai, we are not so sure now as we used ‘to be that we want to
continue the unit in Shanghai.

T em calling a Board meeting next Saturday, April 9; a real majority of the Board
are here in Shanghai., Before I left Chengtu we had several meetings of the Faculty.
Executive Committes, and yesterdsy I met the Shanghai Administrative Committes.

The line of least resistance is to continue the two units at Shanghai and Chengtu.
The other alternative is to concentrate our persomnel and fimancial resources in one
place only - either to take the risk of staying in Shanghei, or going to West China.
When I w as in Chungking I saw the new Minister of Education, who shows & keen under-
standing of the present situation &n Shanghai and is in favor of the Christian insti-
tutions continuing their work in Shanghai because no govermment university can re-
open here,

Tf we should decide to go to the interior - that is, free Chinae - we also have
two alternatives: one, to remain in Chengtu, in cooperation with the University of
Nanking, and two, to go to some smaller place and endeavor to work cut a mecdified pro-
gromme in training workers along special lines. If we follow the first, it will mean
more or less the continuation of the conventional programme. If we choose the second,
it would involve much harder work along experimental lines, but we may be able to
train workers who can render service to meet the urgent needs in the various fields,
of rural social workers, and of Physical Education.

For China during her life-and-death struggle there must be special needs which

a Christian institution like Ginling ought to be able to meet. And we should be a-
shamed of our own callousness and inertia if we are not spurred by such tremendous
misery to do more than in normal times, Miss Vautrin's work on one hand, and the need
for strong personalities in all lines on the other, make me very uncomfortable to be
just following conventional lines of education.

If we should roquire the comstruction of simple buildings in Szechuan, I should
start back early in May, because the rainy season comes soon. The Szechuan Bducation-
al Commissioner has given me assurance that he would give Ginling grants for the
necossary buildings for our work; end people in tho Ministry of Education are quite
ready to consider special projects for this emergency period.

April 28, 1938 - Shanghai, China. I'll %01l you what I heard from Mr. Plummer Mills
TBout 7158 vautrin's classes on The Life of Christ, He told me that he was on the
balcony of our chapel when the pageant was boing presented by the students in those
classes. Tho stage was beautifully decorated and as he looked down from his seat at
the refugee girls filling the auditorium he could for =a time have taken it to be a
college performance. Mr. Magee has taken a movie film of this performance. We have
seen another film taken in March, and we arc endeavoring to get o copy made of that
to send now. It will show life of the refugee camp on thc campus, We were all thril-
led to seo Minnie looking so natural.(N.B., These films are now in the Ginling College
office in New York).

T want to tell you a little about our plans for the trip to West China in the
summer. We have made inquiries about two possible routes: (1) To go to Hongkong and
£rom there by rail o Hankow and by boat to Chungking and then bus to Chengtu. (2)

1o 20 to Hongkong, from there by boat to Haiphong in Annem, then by the French R. R.
o Tunming (Yunnanfu) and then by bus to Chengtu via Kwoiyeng and Chungking., We are
not deciding now as to which route to take because it will depend on the condition of
the Canton-Hankow Railroad. When I was in Chengtu a group of Canadian Missionaries
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returned after their furlough and they came by wé.'y of Haiphong and Kunming. The vwomen‘
took the easier way by flying and the men came with the baggage on the buses.

There are ten students who have definitely decided to go with the College and
there are eight more who have not made up their minds. It is difficult for the girks
and families to decide so far ahead, but we are inclined to think that there will be
about twelve or fifteen girls that will be going with use PFor the rest, some will be
guest students in other institutions temporarily and others will just transfer. From
this you see it does mean the losing of some students , yot we feel that we may get
new students in West China., TFurthermore, quite 3 few girls have found it difficult
this term to go to two or three institutions in order to get all the courses they want,
go if our unit stayod here, these girls may wish to transfer just the sama.

As for faculty, Miss Spicer, and Miss Kirk will go Wost, Among the Chinese meme
bers I think there will be five or six including Ettie Chin, that will take the jour-
ney. We have to increase the staff of the Department of Sociolegy, because we necd
to invito those who have had oxperiomce in rural work. Tho total numbor of our fae-
lpy will bo at least thoe samo as we havo this year. S

You will bo interested to hear that it was announcod in the paper two days ago
thet the Minister of Bducation is advocating student camps for the teachers and stu-
dents of the Middle Schools that have migrated from the war areas. It shows the ton-
doncy for the students to get close to life and to bo more practicdl. It may bo also
because the families are too poor to pay tuitions and in the comps the students are
oexpected to work half time and study half time. :

I om leaving Shanghai on May 3. Mrs. New'gnd Poter arc going with mo. They will
stop in Hongkong while I will proceod by air to"Henkow, I necd to see the Minister of
Bducation for wo still have the hope of receiving government subsidy and we wish to
.got his approval of our plan for next year. From Hankow I shall have to fly again to
Chongtu bocausc the rainy soason comes in ocarly summor and since we nocd to put up tho
simplc houses for our faculty and student dormitorics I necd to be back there as soon
as possible. I hate %o be spending so much monoy on travel but when it soems necces-
sary and thers are generous providors I take to flying. Bva Spicor made it possible
for my first air passage to Chongbu and my coming to Hongkong by air, and now Mrs.
Noew will give a substantial gifts If tho college had to pay out of college funds I
just would not beecause the travel allowanco to tho faculty members is on such a mini-
mum basis.

Yesterday noon we had a luncheon for the Presidents and Deans of the East China
Collogos and Universities. It was definitely docided that the six institubions hero
will have joint Baccalaureate and Joint Commencoment oxercises., Tho former will be
hold in Mooro Momorianl Church and the latter.in Grand Theater, which has become well
known because of tho Sunday services of tho 4th U. S Marines., Dre. We We Yon is ex-
pected to give the Commencement addross and we hope to securc Dre Ce Y. Chong to give
the Bacealaureato sormon. The conditions in Shanghai are still somewhat unsottled, so
St. Johms will continue for one more torm in their prosent quartors and so thore will
be the joint library and tho laboratory thore for the four institutions. Margaret
Williamson Hospital which ronted tho Orthopedic Hospital buildings through Junc has
decided to stay for six months longer. So far as I know McTyicro is tho only Mission
School that has boen able to function on its own compus.

Moy 10, 1038, Hoankow, China. Just bofore I left Shanghai I rocoived a lotter from
Modomo Chiong Kei-shok's socretary, inviting me to attend a conforonce of womon work-
ors on May 20th, As I had booked passago to fly to Chengtu on May 10th, I did not
think I could go to this conforonzo. I flow hore on Moy 8th and saw Madamo Chiang yos-
torday afternoon. I have now loarned that she is calling about fifty women for o four
day conferonce to promotc women's work along various lines during this timo, under the
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guspices of the New Life Movement; and sho hopes that afteor this conference a train-
ing institute will be organized during July and August to train leaders to go into

the intorior. She had expected mo to give hor help, both now in the preparsation and
during the conforence., It was so difficult to decline. "After my conference with her
I had to promise to stay for this conference from May 20-24, and it meens that I can'l
go back to Chengtu wntil May 28th. I am trying to atbtond to somo urgent businoss
through letters and leave the othors to tho Faculty and the Board Committee in Cheng-
tu to decides I have come to roalizc more keenly that I oithor have to stop attonding
to outsido activitios or to secure & very strong demn for Ginling, otherwise the Col-
loge is to suffer much from my inefficiensy in administration,

When I roached Hankow at 12:30 on Sunday, Anne Moffet gave me the word that our
Alumnace were having a meoting that afternoon to wolcome mo. T was weary and famished
(for I had had no breakfast) but of course I wanted to be with our graduatoss So I
spent three hours with 25 of our alumec at Djou Yu-yin's School, telling them the
sotivitios of Shanghai alumnac, Miss Vautrin's work in Nanking, end our plans for the
College next yoar.

This morning I w ent to the Ministry of Education and saw the two vice-ministors..
Whilo the ministor was not there, they both supported our docision to concentrate in
ono place and showed intorest in our plan of modifying the curriculum. Tho main pur-
pose is to got freshmon to know 1ife and 1lifo's actual needs through study of a ru-
ral community and to havo the faculty guide them %o see. how the various subjeels arc
rolated and how to solve problems in moeting these neoeds,

Through Mrs. Now, Ginling roquested $3,000 to holp Miss Vautrin start hor in-
dustrial classes for tho widows, and it was alrocady granted (43,000 in Chinese cur~
rency), by the Executive Board of tho Chineso Women's Club in Shanghai.

Moy 27, 1938, Hankow, China. Much has happonod since I wrote last. Tho most importe -
ant thing To informal womon's conforonce callod by Mademe Chiang o discuss wom-
en's work during this time, Over fifty delegatos came - the farthercst from Kwelyang
in Kwoichow, and Kwoiling in Xwangsi. WMiss Lucy Wang of Hue Nan and her sistor took
tho difficult journey from Foochow, Therc wero also delogatos from Hongkong, Canton,
Nancheng, Changsha, Chongtu, Chungking, and a largo group from Kankow.

The main purpose of tho conference was to get the womoen leaders to know each
other and to know about the work that has boen domo in various placos; to draw up a
general plan for the mobilization of women to take part in helping the rosistance and
in roconstruction work. The Women's Committeo of tho New Life Movement was recog-
nized as the National Central Body to correlate the vorious oxisting women's organiza-
tions in taking port in this program. MNadame Chiang attonded all of the sossions ,
and was wondorful in giving her leadership, around which the women rallied, in the
tasks that women are cager to take wup for our national causo.

T was askod to roliove her from tho strain of presiding, so I had the oxpori-
ence of working closoly with her throughout the conforenco., 1 am deoply impressed
with her ability, as well as her desire to do hor utmost for the country. There
wes no doubt that nll the women worc inspired and roady to support her in any program
for gotting the women throughout the country to do more to hebp the war rosistence.
Enclosod I am sending you a picture of the Ginling group who attended. The youngest
girl on my left is Miss Chang su-o, who studiod only a year at Ginling, and then had
two yoars in England beforo she roturned last fall, Her father is tho governor of
Hunen, ond Miss Chang is doing a great deall in training women workers, who will be
sent to the country places. Phoebe Ho, Ginling 1920, and Liu Y~hsia, Ginling 1929,
were invited, because of their experience in rural work, and Deng Yu-djl, Ginling
1926, you know becausc of boing industrial scerctary of tho Y WeColAs for so many
yoars. Dr, Djong Siso=moi, Ginling 1926, was asked bocauso of her understanding of
oconomic problems. She is no longer connectod with the Bank of China, but is edit-
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ing an economic journal in Chinese, and haiping informally in sdmo goverrmont buroauss

One dofinite piece of work tho women decided to do was to assist tho governmont
in starting small scale factorics in order %o increaso production and also to give "
livelihood to refugee women. :

Anobthor thing I wish to speak about is the change of omphasis in our curriculun,
which the faculty in Shanghai docided upon.. As I wrote you bofore, we aim ab start-
ing the freshmen to face the neods and actual conditions of lifo, in ordor that they
moy relate their studies to the solving of problems of living., We also definitoly
docidod to establish a rural sorvice station, which can bo usod as a laboratory. At
the conforonco, it became clear that thoro is a great noed for women who have beon
trained to do rural work, and who havo tho intorest in country womoen, and the spirit
of service., Besidos the few of our own graduates who have actually workod in the
yillagos, such as Phoobe Ho, Liu Y-hsia, Tsu-Yu-dju, and Wu Suen~i, thorc are very
fow Chinoso women who have had this actual exporionces Tsu Yu-dji was also invited
to the conforonce, but was kopt from coming by urgent dukies ot tho Y.WeCed, in
Changsho., -

It seems that our plon mode in Shanghai is really mooting & great neod at this
time., I havo invited Miss Phoebc Ho ond Wu Sucn-i to come to Chengtu to holp start
this rural sorvice station, I havo just had a talk with Miss Wu, who mado very
valugble suggestions, We have docided to have her go to Nanchong and Kwelling, to
see the various types of work that are being carried on for women. And, as soon as
T got book to Chongtu, I will got in touch with the Provineial goverment , so that
wo shall not be working as a small group by oursolves, but with tho approval and co=-
operation of the loeal government, I also hope to get cooperation with the University
of Nanking Agricultural Collsge in order to got their help along technical lines,

Any worker who has tried to help the country women has found out thot the first thing
to be donc is to help improve their conditions of livolihood - in otherwords, to
oorn more moncy for the family. Therefore, tochnical advice as to how to improvo
erops, and how to help tho women earn additionnl incomo through handicroft or subsi-
diary farming such as poultry raising, pig roising, silk culture, ete, is of value,

A1l this will show that we have o large field of service, and wo necd to concenw
trato in planning ond starting our station on sound lines. Personally I hope to
secure somo subsidy from Szochuan. Yot even should wo got some, it may not be enough
for us to carry on & good program of work,

Will you plense koep this in mind, to scc if you nay find somo potential giver
or some organization thot may be interosted in supporting this typo of work.

June 6, 1938 - Chongtu, Szochuan Province, China, We shall need Stella Graves in
Chengtu. Please have her plan to reach Hongkong to allow time enough to be in Chengtu
by September 15th, Please let us know the boat and we will have letters in Hongkong
giving instructions about the trip to Chengtu. Perhaps it will be necessary for her
to travel by air, but conditions are changing so rapidly these days wo do not feel

we can give o definite answer today. We will have word in Hongkong - it may be best
for her to go by Indo=Chino to Kunming and then to Chengtu, but in any case she

would have to disembark at Hongkong.

We are continuing the major in Physical Education and also giving a two year
specinl course here. It seems there is a need in Szochuan for well trained physical
cducation directors and there may also be a need to develop some work in communi ty
recreation, The Ministry of Bducation has just sent us a communication to tho ef-
fect that colleges and universities should turn their attention toward serving the
community, and whon I talked with the man in charge of popular education for the
ministry, ho seemed to think it would be & good thing %o havo group rocreation devolw
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oped for the community people, especially with reference to the people and children
who are not attending schools. Since Ya-lan Tsui is especially interested in re-
creational work and was very resourceful in thinking of new forms, we may be able
with her holp to do a great deal in our training in the field of Physical Education
ospecially along thesc special lines of developing o new type for tho future direc~
tors to use,

The idea of starting o.Rural Service Station originated, as you know, in our
discussions of faculty and the members of the Board in Shanghai, After the Women's
Conferenco it became very clear that we had anticipatod a real ncod felt by women
workers all ovor the country. Following the conforence I had a good talk with Dr.
Jamos Yon, who was. in favor of Ginling starting work in training women for rural
service, His assoclation has not yet, oven after ten years of mass education and
rural roconsgtruction work, developed any program ospeciglly for women's work., He was
very courteous in welooming Ginling to pioneor along that lino. Here in Szochuan
we are helped because of the program of the Colloge of Agriculture of the University
of Nanking and thoir Rural Loadorst* Training School, and also by the fact that tho
provinee has started work in rural coopeoratives. Furthermore Szochuan has been
choson as o foundation provinco for Rural Reconstruction for China, and leading
poople both inside and outsido tho govermnment are intorosted in promoting work for
the rural population, so our tontative proposal from Shanghal seoms to have received
enthusiastic support from evory one oand this is a time when Ginling can fill o real
need if we work hard in developing theo prograom and succeed in getting a strong staff
for this work. I wrote you from Hankow that I was inviting Phoobe Hoh and Wu Swon-i
(who had two years experionce in rural sorvice in Kiangsi) and after Phoobe Hoh
returns to Chengbu, wo shall work out the program more in detail and will know
more dofinitely some of the staff that will bo noeded., In my own mind, I foel we
should have as our aim in training the following linos:- Mass Bducation, Homo and
Community Hygione, Homc Handicrafts, Secondary Farm. Industries (raising of chickens,
pigs, silkworms, otc.) Nutrition and Child Caro, ote. It is a vory challenging
pieco of work but we shall have to experimont a good deal becausc thore are no ready
made oxports along the wvarious lines but from conversation:with difforent pooplke, I
am oncouragod to foel that sympathetic support will be coming from those who wish
to do constructive work for tho pooplo of thoe country, Dean Chang of the Colloge
of Agriculturc of the Univorsity of Nanking is considoring a location for the Rural
Looders!' Training School, and therc is some Canadion Mission proporty in a hsien
distriet available for uso and probably thorc will be onough room for both of us to
share the buildings, If we docide to join this proposition thoerc will be no prob-
lem concorning the buildings, but if not, wo may havo to put up simple buildings for
this work, In that case wo shall apply for government subsidy from Szochuan and I
feel it may bo possible to secure this aid.

We have given you the figurc of US$5,000,00 as tho omount needed to establish
this Rural Service Station, and hope it may be possible to secure a contribution
for this purpose,

I have not given a definito answer cbout Madras to tho National Christian Coun-
cil, although the Board was ready to grant me o loave of absonce in ordor to take
the trip. I think our now work is vory importont and unloss I find it woll started
by November, I think I ought to stay, Howovor, I promised that I would give my final
answer oarly in October, The large delogation will sail from Hongkong November 30th,
and if I go I can fly dowm and don't necd to leave Chongitu earlior than say November
27 or so, If wo reoturn right after tho conferenco, we'll get back to Hongkong on
Jonuary 13th. My torm as chairman of the Natimal Christian Council will be up next
March normally, but if I do go to Madras, I'll propare to have the Execcutive Com-
mittoo of the National Christian Council hold a mooting in Hongkong after the dele-
gotos roturn to China, and thon I'1ll hopo to bo rolioved of this honor.
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I am scarod of the manmy demands that come to me and again and agoin I struggle
in deciding whethor to nccept or decline, I question seriously if it is wise to
spread too thin and to accomplish nothing, On return to Chengtu I was asked to
speak at the Baccalaureate at West China University; this morning I weakened ond
consented to speak.

June. 14, 1938 ~ Chengtu,China. The war situation is serious, but onse thing good is

“That T found in Honkow ETHGE The people in the responsible positions in the govern=

ment are working in good spirit of unity ond with detormination. So, even with the

evacuation plans and the Wuhan region threatened in the not distant fubture, they are
calm and are prepared for the worsts The drop in the Chinese dollar, is, of courso,
very bad; but I have heard that there is hope of it's going up somowhat and be main-
toined there for a time yet.

We are getting our piano up from Hankow, bought as second hand, but Miss Cox
knows the piono. How we wish getting oquipment up to West Chine were not so hard
and so expensive }

I have boen asked to speak at the Students! Summer Conference and also the con~
ference of Middle School Principals in July, I expect to remain in Chongtu through
July, but may go awny for two or throe weoks in August to Mt., Omei.

Jung, 25,..1938, ~ Changfu, Chino. On June 15th the Exccutive Committee in Chengtu held
its first mecting in Chengbu. This group was appointed by the Boord meeting in Shang-
hoi and consists of tho rogular membors of the Board now in Chengtu (Miss Mary Chen,
Mrse Li Fang-hsuon, and Dr, Y. Ge Chen) with the addition of Bishop R. Ae Ward, Miss
Pearl Fosnot and Mrs, Danield S, Dyo, Miss Fosnot reprosents the Mothodist as does
Bishop Ward while Mrs, Dyc will reprdsent tho Baptists,

After tho Board of Directors meeting in Shanghai whon it was decided to concen-

~trate all work in' Chongtu, it bocame evident that living quarters would have to be

provided for the women stoff and students. Bofore I returnod to Chengtu, Miss Priest
and Dr, Chang approachod West China Union University for a site on the campus, and
through the help of their Building Committee, plans have beon made and the work has
been started. It is placed on tho University property immediately back of the Library
and near the Woman's College. We have planncd the building to house 100 students and
16 faculty., Miss Fosnot has kindly agreod to allow those of our Westorn faculty who
cannot take Chinese food to eat with thoir faculty. We shall have no facilities for
serving anything but Chinosoe food.

The Exccutive Committee in Choengtu also approved the application for a subsidy
from the Szechuan Provincial Govermment to meet the cost of this building to house the
staff and students as woll as the cost of constructing o simple gymnasium that will
be nocessary when we carry on the work of our Physical Education Department. The of-
ficial application has been sent in and the Educational Commissioner has kindly in-
dicated that ho will manage to mako us o grant of at least twoenty thousand dollars.
Our plon is to keep all bills for the building and equipment within the grant from
tho government.

Miss Sutherland has consistently expressod her desire to stay in China during
this difficult timo. I havo invited hor to comoc to Chengtu both because therc will
be sovoral music teachors and bocausc she will holp me as a part timo secretary.
Furthermore, sho will bo of invaluable holp in monmy ways while wo are starting in our
now living quartoers.

Miss Tapport has decidcd to go home for tho summer and expects now to roturn to
Chungking University next autumn,

Miss Chestor is plamning to sail on tho Empross of Russio July 10th from Shanghai.,
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I had fully expectod to stay in Chengtu during July to plan everything for our
work next autumn, but unfortunstoly I found my name on tho list of delogotes to the
newly formed "Guo Mlng Tsan Djon Fwoi' - (Citizons Advisory Couneil to tho Contral
Government) which is supposod to moet every throe months, oach time to be one to two
wocks., The first meeting is being called to start from July 1lst, Both for the sake
of the Collogo and for my own I do not want to go but it soems there are only ten
women in -a body of two hundred so I had battor not roduco that reprosentation. Prosi-
dent Chon of the University of Nanking is also a dolegate. Dr. Chang Bo~-lin of Nan-
kai University is the Vice-chalrman with Mr, Wang Ching wei tho chairmon.

The govornmont is ordering military troining for all college studonts with the
oxception of tho entering froshmen class for o poriod of two months from August 20th
to October 19th. The women students are supposed to go into hospitals to gain know-
ledgo of first aid nursing ete. Sinco we fcol the hospitals in the city may not be
able to accommodate the girls full time, wo may need to provide part time class work
or some sort of a program for them. This would apply to tho upper classes for wo
sholl ha¥ve the freshmon all here,




GINLING COLLEGE

C OMMENCEMENT, 1938

The graduation exercises for the Class of 19%8 were held in two centers,
1300 miles apart, Shanghai and Chengtu.

Shanghai. Commencement events began with Class Day, for which the seniors
accapted the hospitality of the McTyeire School (a girls' High School).
The program was simple but effective, modelled for the most part on cer-
tain features of Commencement at Smith College, such as last Step Sing.

The Baccalaureate and Commencement ceremonies were shared by the
seven institutions co-operating in Shanghai during 1937-38. The Grand
Theatre was lent for Commencement, at which W, W. Yen, one of China's
most honored statesmen, delivered a stirring address, full of hope for
the future. Music was provided by the Fourth Marine Band. (Ameriocan).
Finally, there was a faculty-senior banguet to serve as a farewoll to
the graduates, Miss Liu BEn-lan, Ginling 1925, and Instructor in Geog-
raphy, was toastmistress and the speeches centered around the idea of
"Roads", very appropriate im this time of rapid changes in personal
and official plans.

To the Class of 1938 their senior year will always be a mixture
of regret and gratitude. The majors in English, History, and allicd
subjects will remember their search for books, the pgenerosity of other
parts of the war-time university in lending necessary texts, the hours
of roading which were spent standing or sitting just anywhere because
of lack of study-hall space. The girls who took their degrees in
physical education and in laboratory scisnce will recall in the years
to come the strenuous efforts necessary to complete thoir eredits in
borrowed querters and with very limited equipment., The enthusiasm of
the newost addition to the department of physical education, Ettie Len-
toy Chin, Smith 1936, was a definite asset., Those who studied with
Miss Liu En-~lun will think with admiration of the success with which
hor dynamic enthusiasm and her vivid descriptions supplied the teaching
materials which under normal conditions would have been gathered in
field trips.

Both teachers and students of Ginling's Shanghail Unit of 1937-38
will treasure the memory of & united life in study, in relief work, in
the sharing of all sorts of meagre resources, in anxiety for family and
friends, in longing for the beloved campus in Nanking, and in daily
triumph over disturbing fears, As Acting Dean of the Unit, Ruth Chester,
Smith 1914, contributed a poise and wisdom which will always be a part
of this chapter of Ginling's history.

Chengtu. On the campus of West China Union University at Chengbu a smaller

T group of Ginling students was graduated. President Wu herself gave the
Baccalaureate address for our hosts. Ginling's separate graduation cere-
monies, marking the end of a year as guests on a friendly ceampus, were
carried on very quietly in Vandemen Hall., The students in Chengtu seem
conscious of the blessing of being in the part of China which is called
Free, because it is untouched by actual fighting, and is considered out
of rangs of the present confliet. They are devoting themselves with fine
spirit to the requirements of their courses of study. *

* For details of the revised curriculum, see accompanying announcement.

EBM 10 Oct.'38
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