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REPORT ON MEETING OF ASSOCIATION OF
AMERICAN COLLEGES - ATLANTIC CITY,
JANUARY 12-13th, 1933,

At the request of the Ginling College Committee I attended
this meeting as their representative, The meeting opened on the
morning of the 12th of January in a general session, The reports
given that morning interested me particularly in their emphasils on
character building. Dr. Kelly, as Executive Secretary, in h%ﬁ report
stated that church colleges which subordinated educational S8 religious
ends did so at their peril, He also emphasized that those which sub-
ordinated religious to educational ends did so to their peril., He
reported that the Executive Committee of this organization and the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Association of Church Boards of Wducation would
continue to cooperate as they had in the past, Three members of each
hoard will cooperate on projects in which they are both financilally ine-
terested and in a study #8 advance Christian Education,

here were at this session reports of interest on the Com-
prehensive Bxamination system; on the Training of Colleze Teachers., In
the latter it was stated that colleges should stress quality more than
formerly; that good students should be directed towards preparation for
college teaching and assist able graduates in finding positions There
was a vary interesting report on Faculty and Student Scholarship, in
which it was evident that salaries and geographical location affected
faculty study.

In the report on Permanent and Trust Funds it was emphasized
that one cannot build institutions on fictitious issues, If an institution
claims to excel others in any phase of the work or influence 1t must
really do so, The report deplored mixed motives in goliciting funds, and
emvhasized that good will is more valuable than the sizc of the gifé. The
denression has been met with great loyalty by the faculties, The
Gconomiespractisedhave safeguarded the curriculum and salaries,

The report on "Stendard Financial Reportshurged standardization.
rty~two colleges and sixzm church boards have sccupted it for théir 17
A 3 L 2
titutions,

Thi
ins
FTollowing the morning session luncheon conferences were held,
and T choose the one on "The Improvement of Colleze Teaching", This
proved an interesting discussion, althouch it brought out few new ideas,

The afternoon session consisted of a series of Round Tables and
I attended the one led by Dr, Stephen Duggan on "Foreign Students and the
Department of Labor", The present status of foreign students was presented., |
It was reported that there wsre about 8,000 foreign students then in America,’
a small number compared with other years, Attention was called to certain f
bothersome regulations such as the requirement of ten hours recitation for
every graduate research student, and that their passports noW expire sixty
days before the date of expiration., The new administrationspolicy was then
unknown hut possibilities entered into the discussion,

.|

A dinmer was held in the evenineg at which Miss Joolley spoke on
the Disarmament Conference, and at which President Maurer of Beloit, prcg-
ident of th:s Assoclation,ably spoke, emphasizingcharacter building.




There was a session on the morning of Jamuary 13th, involving
reports, election of officers, a paper on college music and a discussion
on Higher Lducation,

: Tt geemed to me worthwhile for Ginling to be represented at
this meeting, but I wondered whether we could attend year after year
without membership in the Association. I also wondered if the college
would wish to belong to an American organization,

The meeting of the Church Boards of. Educatlon precedes always
this meeting, and if we continue to send a representative I should suggest
that it be to both meetings, and that our representative preferably be
someone on furlough or some Chinese member of the Ginling Staff who may

be in America, )

REBECCA W. GRIEST,
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Dear Ginling Sisters: = .. .., . | fid ; K . ER
‘ "This is the first time that I have been away at the college dperiing' -'and h,ow I ‘w;i'sh‘, I 'wére’ back in
Ginling! It is not that I worry about things, but that I wish to be there in starting another year of our

history. . It seems such a long time since I left college on the. evening of June 21st, and. imany things have
happened. . I am sure you are anxious to hear about some of them, . . R

 Miss' Spicer, Miss MacKenzie and I had a grand send-off at the Cué,tqfh'é Jetty in Shanghai. I
counted thirty peoplé; incluaing‘Dr. and’Mrs;,‘C. Y. Cheng ahd Mr. Lobenstine from the: Néfi&nal Chﬁstiaﬁ
Council, Miss S. C. Ting of thlé' Y. W. C.'A., our alumnae, faculty, students, and mny family. Many of them
came with us on the launch to see the ‘“President Coolidge”. There we found our cabin Tike a flower shop.
The evening before we sailed Mrs. New gave a farewell party for us in her home, and A"r‘iburrvxbe:r' of our
alumnae and friends were there. It was not until then that I felt I was'leaving China. o '

We had a calm and delightful voyage across: the Pacific and liked our cabin and:. accommodations.
With Miss Spicer and Miss MacKenzie for cabin mates, of course, I could not help having a.good time! At
Kobe Mrs. Elizabeth Goucher Chapmen (Ginling 1915-20) met our boat and we had-a bus-ride to the beautiful
mountains, and then went to Kobe College for lunch. Dr. Charlotte DeForest showed us;.around the new
campus and buildings which are very well planned and equipped for college use ‘and form  a beautiful group
on 2 hill-ir the midst of old pine groves. ‘Miss Verry of the Y. W. at Yokohama met our boat, and arranged in
t:he afternoon for Li Dzi-djen, ‘33, to meet the faculty and some girls from the Mission Schools in Yokohama.
Miss Li had been in Japan for some time with a group of Chinese Christian students who were visiting Japan
in the interests 6f better understanding. Miss Li and her party came from Tokyo just for th;t afternoon, and
we were glad to see her and at the same time to meet with a Japanese group, Miss Li was the first to speak,
then I, and Miss Spicer said a few words. ' The Japanése faculty members asked some qﬁéétions, but the girls
were rather silent. Partly it was because of language diyfﬁcul‘ty, but perhaps also it was because they were
shy before teachers and visitors, It was interesting to meet that gfoup‘, but there was not much chance for
real exchange of views. Itseemed to mie that the group was too big for that purpose. However, I was
glad to see the frank and friendly attitude of the Japanese teachers when we spoké of the Manchlifjiaﬁ
trouble and the Shanghai War. In Honolulu Miss Elizabeth Green of the Institute of Pacific Relations met
me and invited me to dinner at her home. She also took me for drive up to the famous Pali and we ‘had
4 wonderful view of the whole city, navy harbor, and the ranges of mountains hehind Honoluhu, -

. Wg afriveid at San Francisco early on July 10th. Mrs, Owen (a Mount Holyoke classmate of Mrs,.
Thurston) of Mills College was kind enough to entertain Miss MacKenzie and me, I visited Mills- College
and called on President Reinhardt., I managed to see Li Djoh-i but failed to connect with Mr. Nyi Ching-
yuen while I was in Berkeley. We three were invite_d by Miss Mary Treudley (Ginling 1923-1928) to stay
in the B'e‘rke‘ley' Woinen’s Club with her. The next afterncon Miss Spicer went southward to Los Angeles,
and Misg MacKenzie and T started for ‘Chicago. Before leaving I saw Dean Lippman of the Graduate
School of the University of California and talked with him on the question of giVing’ graduate standing to
éollege graduzﬁes from China. S B o o ' :

| . The journey from California to Chicago was hot and dirty. The temperature miist have: beéen over
one hundred degrees at midday, because everything was warmand the cold water from the tap felt like heated
water.. When the train got to' Laramie, Wyoming, I had a pleasant-visit with Miss Edith Haight, who is a




new member of the Department of Physical Education, - .At-@maha, ‘Nebraska, I was surprised by Miss
Helen McCoy (Ginling 1920-24) and her mother and a newspaper reporter. She was not responsible for bring-
ing the latter, but only met him on the platform. She had just received my letter and took a chance of find-
ing me on the train, In Chicago, as Miss MacKenzie suspected, there were ladies from the Congress and
camera men to meet me. I had expected none, for I wired only Mr. David S. Hsiung (of the Ginling Physics
Department) to meet me, The Congress people found out that I was on the train from the railway
agency and so I did not succeed in avoiding the cameras. I rested at the International ‘House for ‘two days
before the Congress opened, Mr, Hsiung invited me to a Chinese meal, whichAI enjoyed thoroughly.

During the International ‘Congress of Wemen, from Thily 16 for'a week, I had a -rushed life. ‘The
program of the ~Congress was full with meetings ‘morning, afterneon, and-evening., Thenthe entertainmint
committee entertained us, “the distinguished guests from foreign lands*’, at'luncheon, tea, and dinner. Tn
addition to all this s I was trying to write to Miss Griest on candidate matters, to Miss Tyler about the best
time to go to Nexy‘ Yéw‘k, to, Miss Hodge on the big question whether I should stay longer in the United States
for the bromg)"tiénai carﬂbaigh. There ;':vere(friénds to see and speeches to prepare and I could not sleep well
on account of the'éity noise at the Loop‘ in Chicago, You caﬁ understand why T left Chicagé as soon as the
Congress was over! The Congréss itself was a big undertaking and a real achievement in bringing delegates
of over thirty Ebuﬁtffes tégether. It was worthwhile for the.delegates to hear of the women'’s .movements in
various countries and t6 meet the women leaders, I was very glad to meet and hear such people as Jane
Addams, Judge Allen, Mrs, Carrie Chapman Catt, and Miss Bondfield from ‘England.  ‘The result of the round
tables was not.so evident, The general theme, ““Our’Common Cause, Civilization”, was too big. T spolke-once
in the evening general session with Dame Rachel ‘Crowdy and Miss Jane Addams on the same program, and
once in the round table on “Education”, I was also asked to broadcast for fifteen minutes, You will be
amused to hear that for my first experience at broadcasting, T did not get my -talk written out, Tt was not
that I did not try, for I deelined an important tea mvitation so that I could write out my speech ‘and time ¥
to fifteen minutes; but.one visitor after another came to talk to me, so T had time only to get g rough duthine

S Aftér Miss Spicef came to Chicago we managed 'to have a Ginling breakfast—Miss Emily Gase,’
Miss Spicer, Miss Anna, Clark {Ginling 1923-25), Miss Ella Hanawalt (Ginling 1921-26), and Miss Minnette
Barber. (Ginling 1'926-:27") and I Wjereuthiqre'. I decided at this time to stay in the United States for the fall
prqmd,tional,'(;ajppa‘ign. ".l[‘:wo days prgvious Mrs. Francis, J. McConnell of the ‘Ginling College Committes
cémev to see .meabout this matter,. and: 1 ,ha;_d found a letter. from Miss Hodge awaiting me when I got to
thpégd. F_o_i' L,twd xjeasoné .I final.lgr -decided tp stay, First, the campaign is a, union undertaking and:
’(}inli,;i.g asa unjon célleéga oﬁ,ght to help since I happen now to be here in the. United States. Second, Ginling:
will gét i'ndire,ct puﬁlig:}tjr,'which she does need if she wishes to get financial help, later on.. But this-is oon-;
-sideré}.tion, frbrh,thjs side alone. From the point of view of my work in Nanking I certainly. wish to be back.,
I left too shddenly. to leave things in good shape, and with the moving into the new buildings I would like to
be there to help, However, Mrs, 'Thurston was thoughtful enough to mention in her steamer letter that
I-shéuld feel free to stay longer if called to, for she knew of-the request that came last spring for me to join
this campaign. 8o, although it would mean ‘more work for Mrs, ‘Thurston, the Special Adm'inistfativg Com-

{

mittee and others, I have decided to stay,”’

. e .

. From Chicago I went to Ann Arbor where I arrived just a few hours before Miss Spicer and Djang
Siaq-sung started for the East, Then I spent a, few days inletter wrifting‘bef_,orq I ventured out to see friends,

‘ir{Ann Arbor, It certainly made me fee:l >good to be :ba_ck on the Michigan Campus, to go into . the Natural
Science Building and the Library. I went in to read news from China and also to read the China Weekly,
Review. Then I spent a few days with Mrs, Norman Wood in her cottage on Portage Lake, and spent a
week end at Mrs.‘-CarlnRt‘n:fUS"co‘ttag‘e on: Crooked Lake, ¥ also-took a trib""to ‘the Biological Station and
$pent two whole days there, ° ‘The Camp has greatly changed but the proféssors are all there; mﬁny ‘wanted:
to bie rémembered to' Dr, Regves and Miss: Whitmer,  Chen Pin-dji, ‘28, is taking Limnology and Heérptology:




at the Station and was was very happy to see me and to hear about Ginling. Though she is thin, she looks
fine and well. Blanche Wu, 23, is taking Plant Physiology in the Summer School at Ann Arbor. She is
thinner but energetic as ever. Djang Siao-sung, ‘26, returned before I started for Canada. Both of them
‘helped me and entertained me, and we naturally talked much about college and people we wanted to hear
about.

Ireached Banff on August 14 and that afternoon the Conference of the Institute of Pacific Relations
-started. This is a most beautiful locality for such a gathering and it is fine to have all the delegaies live in
‘the same place. The program is not so crowded as that in Chicago and the entertainments are fewer. So I
do not‘feel so rushed and have time tc read data papers---of course, only a few of them---and visit with other
delegates. President Comstock of Radcliffe and Miss Margery Fry from Eng;land'are both here. T am sorry
-that Miss Spicer and I shall not be in Nanking when Miss Fry comes to China. The total number of dele-
-gates is 127 and we have 17 from China. Djang Siao-mei, ‘26, is kept very busy and is bringing much credit
‘to Ginling and to Chinese women. The general theme of this Conference is Economic Conflicts, so the econo-
-mics elxperts_mfrom China are divided among the tour Round Tables. Djang Siao-mei is responsible for one
-group and has to give some reports practically every day. I have heard high compliments from the members
-of her Round Table. This evening she tock part in a broadcasting program in French, and gave a short talk
.on China, We all ought to be proud of her. There are only three women from China and two are from
*Ginling. I must get a picture of us two here for a souvenir. There is no women delegate from Japan.

In this Conference, as in the two previous ones, the Manchurian question keeps coming up. I find
.definitely that sentiment is sympathetic toward China, and some Americans even have strong faith that Man-
.churia will be returned to China in the future. But one important condition is that we must have a strong
.government first. How I wish for our own sake that our people would endeavor more sacrificially to establish
.and support a strong and unified government! To the delegates here we of course explain the causes, both
-internal and external, that are giving us much difficulty. While they may understand the facts, they still
-want to see actual results in the near future.

The Conference will be over by August 27. I shall start east for New York, but stop at several
cities to speak to the Canadian Women’s Clubs and to. visit friends. Probably it will be about September 1Q
when I reach New York, For about ten days I shall attend to college business, seeing members of the Gin~
“ling College Committee and other people interested in Ginling and connected with Mission Boards. The
“Interdenominational Promotional Campaign will start on September 28 in Worcester, Massachusetts, We -are
to have a preliminary meeting on September 26 and 27 in New York. The campaign will close on December
15 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. We shall visit thirty cities and several places in and around New York
«City. Altogether I shall travel a total of 7,393 miles and shall speak in cities whose populations total
19,433,845, This will give me a real opportunity to acquaint people with China and with Ginling College.

I wish I could find time to write to each one of you! I do think of you all and wish you success at
-the beginning of a new year.

With best wishes to you all, I am

Sincerely yours,

b\( L ou

‘Banff, Canada; August 22, 1933.




LETTERS FROM CHINA -

A Christian University at the Capital of China

Nanking, China, '
- Sepi;embel{ 15, 1933

- ““And yonder by Nanking, behold
The tower of porcelain, strange and old,
Uplifting to the astonished skies
Its ninefold painted baleonies.’’

Thus Longfellow has written of the ‘‘Porcelain Pagoda’ built in Nanking by the
Emperor - Yung-lo, in the early part of the fifteenth century. Of this famous pagoda,
destroyed by the Taipings eighty years ago, only fragments remain. But on' the -slope of
Purple Mountain to the north rises a replica of that ancient tower, built not of wood but
of ‘concrete and steel. Yung-lo erected the Porcelain Pagoda as a memorial to his mother ;
Chiang Kai-shek and the National Government have built the new pagoda and the Sun ‘Yat
Sen Tomb and the National Cemetery in which the pagoda is located, as a memorial to the
first president of China and to the heroes of the Revolution of whom Dr. Sun was chief.
The two pagodas, old and new, and the memories they enshrine, are symbolical of Nanking,
the new capital of the young republic, built upon the' foundations of the capitals of ancient
imperial dynasties. In this city where the old and the new mingle in such picturesque and
unpredictable juxtaposition, Mrs. Wheeler and I have lived for the past year; in this city
1s the University of Nanking on the staff of which I am a member, and in this letter T will
try to describe to you the city and the University, which as a Christian university at the
capital of China faces special opportunities and responsibilities.

Nanking is situated about 200 miles northwest of Shanghai, in
about the same latitude as Charleston, South Carolina. The city is located
near the Yangtze River where the Peking-Shanghai railroad crosses the
river. As the capital of the country, with its many historical monuments
and shrines, Nanking has much. the same relationship to Shanghai, which
is the commercial and financial center of China, as has Washington to
New York. .

Tor over 2,000 years, Nanking has been an important city of China.

For four centuries it has been a capital, the capital of forty-five emperors
of seven different dynasties, and since 1927, the. capital of the Republic.
The first historical record which can be definitely authenticated is that of
a settlement in the southwestern part of the ¢ity in the district khown as
Chao Tien Kung. There a village which dates from 490 B. C. grew up
which was called Yeh Cheng. For three centuries before that date tradi-
tion says there was a settlement on this sité. North of Yeh Cheng on a
S - hill called Tsing Liang Shan in 833 B. C. was built a citadel called Ginling

I, or "‘the Place of the Golden Hills”’, about which fortress and. hill ‘grew- up a-second city
called Shih Tou Cheng, or ‘‘City of Stone’’. To the northeast is another hill called Pei Chi. Ko




or “‘Pavilion of the North Staxi ¥ this Becande aficenter of a third settlement called T ai
Ch’eng, about the time of Christ. These three settlements had their own walls and stockades ;
but as the villages grew;istliet.walls wiere! extended-until the three were enclosed within one
great rampart, remains of which are seen as part of the great wall which encircles the city
of Nanking today.,.: : i

You: feel the. spirit: of the past as you approach and enter the city. As you leave
the railroad station and the mighty Yangtze River, you see an arm of that river, an artificial
waterway, extending to the city -wall, and: you remember that that canal was cut by the
Emperor Shih Huang-ti, whose . dynasty dates from 255 to 206 B. C. and gave its name to
China. You pass through an imposing.. gateway in the great gray wall, a wall that is 40
to 60 feet in height, 20 to 40 feet ithick,' 22 '‘miles: in length, its loopholes and bastions
strongly reminiscent of the castle wall pictured in Christopher Wren's ‘‘Beau Geste’’. Part
of the wall was built in the fifth and sixth centuries A. D.; in its present form it was
reconstructed. and extended by the founder of the Ming Dynasty, Hung ‘Wu,'in the latter
- part;. of the. fourteenth century; a hundred years before - Columbus set sail for .the West:
After,a drive of three or. four miles from the river, you sight a gigantic drum.- tower, crown-
ing; an eminence that deminates the city. A drum tower was built on this .site in the
Mongol ‘Dynasty (1280-1368).; but it had been preceded by a palace of the Tang emperors,
built a thousand years before. The first: emperor. of the Ming Dynasty whose rule began
in: 1868 /s said; to, have. watched from this tower the battle that was being :waged: in the
city.:and, to. encourage his armies, he;is said to have beaten a great drum that gave the
tower. its'name.. i, ".;, - : " ! v '

fa o A ,yqustand‘.upoh the Dl'uﬁl..Towerrhill, the panorama of the city is spread before-

you. It is .a panorams in .which there is an extraordinary combination of the old and the
new. .. To the south you.can see.the curved roofs and ‘upturned eaves of the great Con-
fucian temple,; at; Chao Tien. Kung, which is built upon the site of the first settlement
within the boundaries of Nanking.. Today the temple has been transformed into a soldiers’
barracks and the blare of military trumpets sounds where formerly were heard the strange
and archaic strains of the stringed instruments and the “singing stones,’’ of the Confucian
priests, A;Tb,fhe’,’,é}outhvv‘é'st you, see the hilltop Tsing Liang Shan. The ancient name of that
fortified hill *‘Gipling”'is how the Chinese name of the University of Nanking, organized
in 1910, andis the name both in Chinese and English of the modern girls’ college opened in
Nanking in 1915, On'that hilltop that once guarded ‘‘the City of Stone’’ has now been
placed the' city ‘reservoir that collects and redistributes the city water supply: ‘piped - from
the distant Yangtz&, a most welcome municipal utilify that was provided in the year 1932.
“Tsing Liang’ means ‘“‘clear cool’’ and is an appropriate name for the hill that . provides
thi‘sj»i‘efreshihg?wa,terisu?pply'., ‘On Pei Chi Ko, the hilltop to the east, where Kublai Khan,
thegreat emperoriof: the' Mongols, ‘in 1279 erected one of the numerous observatories which
he 'had ordered built: throughout the empire, there is today a modern observatory, and also
on ‘the hilltop the résiderice. of T. V. ‘Soong, the Finance Minister of. China, ‘who is the
financial ‘pole ! star-of the Nationalish -Government, and in his day and generation as able
and-great a .leadet as any. of the famous men of the past. To the morth is the shining
expanse of Lotus-Liake, ity shores and islands dobed by pavilions :and archways; a lake
where: thé rulersandofficials of Nanking often spent their leisure time, and. where a
medern hero, Colonel Liindbergh, landed his plané in 1981. Farther to the east, you see
within the -eastern:. wall’ the’open- spaces where once stood -the palaces and residences of the
Manchus, ‘whose: dynasty ruled China from 1611 to 1911. When we were .in Nanking
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in, 1915 we visited the-ruins of this city which had. been destroyed by:-the. republicans
three ,years .before.; .Today the debris and broken masonry ‘have ‘been :remaoved.; ‘enly- the
solid cube-like' gateways jof the walls of that Manchu. city. remain,. On, this site the-new
buildings, of. the Nationalist Government will be evected. -« ti iiilirs e 10 it o
: As you look: out:over the capital, which now numbers: 600,000 inhabitants, you: hear
the strident, horn aof the motorears which dash along the broad Sun, Yat Sen:Avenue-mewly
cut. through the city.; airplanes roar and flash in the .gky above you;; you look beyond: the east
wall and see Purple. Mountain against the eastern sky; at its base:'the. dull red wall-and
archway of the tombs of the first Ming emperors ; béyond ;them the:double - row of igrotesque
stone gnimals, elephants,  lions, horses, camels,. that lihe the imperial :causeway ! leading
to the. tombs; and beyond and above, on the farther, slope of Purple Mountain the shining
White .steps .and .arches and memorial hall of the: Tomb of Sun Yat Sen,:withrthe new
pagoda just beyond; ‘‘an: alabaster city that gleams undimmed by -buman téars’’, one- of
the most impressive national shrines in the world. - R e EU IR T
+ . The words of BEunice. Tietjens, written from another Chinese eity wall, ate:apposite o
Nanking : S : e L T FERE T S
“As I walk; lifted above the squalor and the dirt, the timeless miraclé of sunset mantles
In the west, . .. . e B i
.. The blue dusk gathers close , o : S TR T S AR T
And beauty -moves. immortal through .the land SRR O
And I walk quickly, praying in my heart that ‘beauty will. defend: us, .will heal rap

the too great wounds.of China. e T !
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And still the ‘sunset glows— S
The tall- pagoda, like a velvet flower, blossoms against the sky;

The Sacred Mountain fades, and in the town a child lallglié_ suddenly.””
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In this’ "c.ajp:i’t:;'ll of the Republic newly superimposed, upon the capitals of anciept; im-
perial dynasties, the Cbi‘ifstian movement has found strong and diversified expression. - The
Church is of course of chief inportance : I will describe 1’0 in.a later letter. Of the scl1odl,§,
three union institujions of higher learning are of special interest.  Theological schools.and in-
stitutions for training pastors were opened a generation ago; in 1910 three: of these, schools
were united in the Nanking Theological Seminary in which four denominations cogperate, and
that DOW ownfafva{h}@b-le, property on the western extention of . the Sun Yat ‘f. Sen . Avenue:
The Seminary, is one of the beneficiaries of the wellknown Wendell will, having been
bequeathed 1637, of the total estate. Ginling College for Girls was opened in 1915.. In
the College eight denominations cooperate. In 1923 the College moved to its present site
Where ‘ builclil‘fgs which combine the beautiful roofs and lines of Chinese  architecture,
with modern equipment from the Occident, have been erectéd. After. his flying trip fto
China in 1981, and after his visit to Nanking, Colonel ; Lindbergh told, friends of, his, in
America that the best thing he had seen in all China was Ginling College, and as you enter
the spacious campus, surrounded by its attractive buildings, and as, you, watch the students
at their work and in their diversified activities, and as you sense the spirit of beauty,, of
freédom, of. peace and of joy, you understand the reasons for Colonel 'Lindbergh’s, tribute,

These three institutions of higher learning, the Seminary,; Ginling, College, and the
University make N: aﬁkipg one of the chief centers of Christian education in- China, as the pre-
sence in Nanking of the Central University and other national institutions of learning make it
one of the chief centers for government education. In 1888 the Methodists, had organized




an institution for boys named Nanking University. Dr. J. C. Ferguson was for' tén years
pres1dent of this Umversﬂsy In 1908 the Presbyterlang and Disciples united their educational
work in one college. In 1910 this college joined in the work of the Methodist' University ;
in 1911 this union institution was incorporated under the laws of the State of New York with
the name University of Nanking. In 1911, the American Baptist Foreign Mission Society
entered this union and now cooperates in the College of Agriculture and Forestry; A charter
was granted the University by the Regents of the University of the State of New York;

on. September 20th, 1928, the University was registered by the National Govemment the
first of the mission. umvers1t1es to be registered.

The University now owns about 120 acres inside the city, on high la,nd near the Drum
Tower, the tower of the main building, Severance Hall, rising to about the same 'level
as the Drum Tower and being a conspicuous land mark in the city.  The' University also
owns about 200 acres of land outside the city which is used for farm land and for experi-
mental purposes for the College of Agriculture and Foresty. The university buildings have
Chinese roofs; Nanking was the first of the mission universities to adopt this' style of
architecture, and it is an interesting commentary on the accusation sometimes made against
mission colleges ‘that they are too foreign in their influence and alien; that these universities
have been leaders in preserving the architectural beauties of China’s great past. The build-
ings are indices of the generous interest of its American friends; the names of the bluldmgs
are a roster of these friends, Swasey, McCormick, Severance, Sage, Day, 'Twinem. The
University includes a middle school, or preparatory depart‘.ment, a College of Arts; a
College of Science ; a College of Agriculture and Forestry ; a Rural Leaders Training School
a 160-bed hospital ; a nurses training school ; with a faculty and administration staff, excluding
the hospital, of 139 Chinese and 18 Americans with a total enrollment.of appreximately
1,400 students. Since 1927 there has been a Chinese president, Dr. .Chen Yu Gwan;
Chinese deans of the three Colleges of Arts, Science, and Agriculture, N. C. Liu, H.
R. Weti, and K. S. Sie, respectlvely and the majority of the Board of Directors in China
are Chinese. The president of the Board of Trustees, now termed the Board of Founders,
in°' New York, is Dr. Robert E. Speer.

Each of the colleges and departments is rendering important service. The College of
Agriculture and Forestry, for example, has an international reputation. Thé work i in this field
was launched under the leadership of Joseph Bailie in 1910; it has been a pioneer in this
field in China, and has had a consistent record of practical service during the past twenty-
three years under the successive leadership of John H. Reisner, J. Lossmo Buck and K.
8. Sie. A number of professors from America have coopera,ted in this sérviCe, Cornell
University having sent several of its most eminent men to Nanking. The College maintdins
a widespread system of crop reports in which over 6,000 individuals scattered throughoust
China cooperate ; it is completing a thorough going and far-reaching survey of land utilization
and population with nineteen trained investigators who are developing 4'practical technique
in this hitherto unexplored field. The College has had a part in the development of rural
cooperatives and in rural reconstruction; it has just completed arrangements with the
Theological Seminary in Nanking for the giving of a combined course for' pastors who will
serve rural areas, one of their four years of preparation to be taken under the direction
of the College of Agriculture and the other three under the Seminary; the College is
now cooperating in the agricultural sphere with the Mass Tducation Movement in ng
Hsien. The work of the College and the University has been given recognition and en-
dorsement during the past year by the transfer to the Board of Founders of the balance
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of the China Famine Fund of $600,000 (U. 8.); by the gift of $63,000 (Chinesé) from
a bank in Shanghai: for the securing of two foreign experts ‘in cooperatives -and - market-
ing, and ‘for the establishment of scholarships in. cooperatives; by the transfer by ‘the
National Christian Council of the balance of its rural loan fiind of approximately: $40,000
(Chinese) ; by a gift of $20,000(Chinese) by’ Gérieral Chiang "Kai Shek -for agficultural
work in the North. e e TP A .;
- Last* June Mr. Wang Ching-wei accepted ‘‘the invitatioh to be present at ithe
commencement exercisés and -to make the principal ‘address. ‘Wang Ching-wei is the
President of the Executive Yuan of 'the National' Government, corresponding: to the Premier
of the Cabinet in ‘other governments. - Wang is a Oantonese ;‘an outstanding leader among
the liberals and students of Chins. - He was associated with Sun Yat Sen in the' earlier
struggles for the revolution ;'in' March,. 1910, ‘though -a price’ of" $100,000 was set ‘on this
head, he went to Peking and took an active part in the plot to assassinate the Prince Regent
of the Manchus, and thereby to blaze the way for the driving out'of the' Manchus and ‘the
establishment of the Republic.” The plot was - discovered ; ‘Wang  was ‘captured:; when
asked how he dared to go to the capital on such a mission he is'reported to hawve replied :
“Wang Ching-wei wants to perform some extraordinary and sensational act for the purpose
of arousing, fromthe most important place -(i.e., the capital) of the whole world (i.e.
China) the people.”” When he was asked why he had taken with him copies of the Min
Pao;- his revolutionary paper, he replied: - ‘“These articles were written in words’; T wanted
to translate them into blood.”” He was sentenced to life imprisonment and 'spent over a
year in prison with chains on his hands, feet, and neck, until the actual outbreak of the
Revolution, October 10th, 1911, ‘brought him his freedom. He was with Sun Yat ‘Sen
during his -last illness and helped him ‘compose his last message, his Will and ‘Testament
to the people, which is read every week in the schools and in public assemblies in China.
He has an engaging personality ‘with evident frankness and courage and it was an' interest-
ing‘experience to see him on the commencement platform of the University and to hear
him speaking to the students and to the assembly. The Minister of Bducation was also
present and gave an address and the faculty and students of the University were happy to
have had these two distinguished men as the chief guests and participants in the' exercises
of the day. : : e e
The University of Nanking is a Christian university and .of deeper significance and
importance than its financial strength or popularity is its Christian character-and influence.
There is a tremendous opportunity for corporate service in the need of reconstruction, and
particularly for rural reconstruction, in China to-day. The military forces of the govern-
ment can subdue and destroy the Communist armies but they cannot provide .a 'healing
constructive program for the devastated areas that always are to be found in the wake of
the armed forces of Communism. -Such Christian universities as the University of Nanking
with its technical knowledge in the field of agriculture and rural dévelopment ought - to
be of service to China at such a time as this. There.is ample evidence that the lesiders of
the  National Government will welcome any constructive contribution. that the Christian
church or that Christian institutions can make. The University is alive to this situation .and
is doing its best to be of service. IR RS LT
The source’ of such service, however, lies in ithe: conscience and spirit’ and. will. of
individuals who, armed with the best technical skill and knowledge that can be provided, will
dedicate themselves to the service of ‘community -and 'state, without Tegard either’ for
hardship or reward. - The spirit of such sacrifice and service finds its best and most -enduring
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expression in the lives of those who have been renewed and are sustained by, the grace and
power of Christ. There is an opportunity and responsibility before the Christian students
and members of the faculty of winning other students and faculty' members who can be
leaders, in: this campaign of Christian  service. e o .
«w.... The winning - of Chinese ‘students: to.. Christ to-day is mot easily done. There are
three factors that must be taken into special account. First, is the fact that the Chinese
students .are not especially interested in religion. It is always dangerous to generalize, but
iti.can be wsaid that, with various exceptions, as a. race, the Chinese do not exhibit, the
speculative and mystical characteristics of the Indians, they do not have the liturgical back-
ground and ecclesiastical tradition of the Latin Americans, nor the openness of approach
and religious fervour of the Africans. Philosophically the Chinese students.have been, in
general, positivists. The attitude of Confucius is still there to-day. ‘“While we do not know
about men, how can we know about the spirits?’’ Their Chinese students are more interested
in ethics than in religion, in science than in ethics, in physics than in metaphysics. There
is a racial lack of interest in and indifference to religion that is the first difficulty to over-
come in -any effort to win them to Christ or to service in His Name. .., . .

In-the. second place, during the past thirteen years, the students have been through
a hard school of disillusionment and testing of political platforms and platitudes. The
so-called “‘Student Movement’’ in politics came to public.expression first in 1919 at the time
of the Shantung decision at Versailles. I witnessed the triumphal march of the students
emerging from prison in Peking in 1919 after they had won an apology from the govern-
ment. They were active in the nation-wide movement that resulted in. the dismissal of
three. government 'officials and that found final expression in the refusal of the Chinese
delegates to sign the treaty of Versailles. Because of their . intelligence, candour, .and
courage, the students have taken an active part in the formation of almost every
major political decision since 1919. But at times the student movement has been mani-
pulated by certain politicians who have had their own ends.to serve; the students have
become disillusioned about the practicability and real value of some of their efforts ; to-day
they are in a decidedly sophisticated mood. They cannot be swept off their feet by driving
emotional appeals, as has sometimes been done in the past; they must be clearly
shown the opportunities for constructive Christian service that will follow upon any decision
or promise of allegiance and- the appeal must be to the individual conscience and will rather
than to the group. , , S

In the third place, as a concomitant of the intellectual and social renaissance which
has. swept through China, there has been the withdrawal of all instruction in the schools
and colleges in the Chinese Classics, a falling intoc disuse and decay of the temples and
the discontinuence of worship there, and all this has tended to decreéase reverence and
respect for religious authority and tradition. When we were in .China before 1919, almost
every college student knew at least a portion of the classics by heart. You could quote
from the Five Classics and the Four Books, with assurance that the students would
recognize the quotation and could continue it In my.classes. to-day there are not  over
half a dozen students in each who have read these Classics or can quote from them.
Some of the Confucian temples are military barracks; the images in many of the Buddhist
and Taoist temples are covered with dust and have fallen into disuse and decay.

Thirteen years ago, I heard one of our ablest and wisest missionaries, the late Dr.
J. Walter Lowrie, speak of the' Chinese, as ‘‘a people with a book,” alluding to the Con-
tucian. canon, and from this fact, and because of their reverence and love for that book, he
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pointed out the possibilities of winning a similar love and allegiance for, the sacred book of
the Christian faith, The assertion that the Chinese are a 'peo'ple with. a book cannot be
made in the same sense to-day, certainly not of the Confucian ‘‘book.’’ . If théy have a
book now, it is the San Min Chu I, the ‘‘Thrée Peoples’ Principles”’ of Sun Yat Sen
and the Kuo Min Tang. My Chinese teacher has told me of a saying prevalent among the
older scholars who still revere the Confucian classics; ‘‘If Confucius were born in this age,
his fortune would be sad.”” After the apparently indestructible grip that the Confucian
ethics and tradition had upon the Chinese people: for more than 2,000 years, such. a
break in thought life and principle is almost unbelievable and its consequences incaléuls
able. : : ' o
On the positive side it can be said of this situation that the very qualities and
experiences that make religious conversion difficult, also, paradoxically, make it more
productive and fruitful when it is achieved. Chinese Christians do not spend their energies
in mystical contemplation, or.religious reveries or abstract devotion. They address them-
selves to Christian service and to living the Christian life with the same energy and
practical ability that have. been the means of their winning success in business and secular
life. The very disillusionment concerning. political catchwords and slogans has helped
to clear the atmosphere and to disentangle politics and patriotism and religion, and to
prepare the way for a true knowledge and service of Christ and of others in His name.
The breaking down of the Confucian tradition and teaching has opened the way for new
truth. . : 4
There is scriptural warning as to the dangers of such a religious vacuum as exists in
China today, and there is a special responsibility upon the Christian church to fill this void with
its steadying and saving truth. The imexpressibly -significant and potential alternatives
connoted by the three words—Communism, Japanism, or Christ are not mere verbal
phrases ; the Christian church cannot be indifferent to the choice which the Chinese, both
as individuals, and as a people, are making of the three ways that lie before them.

In this situation, the University of Nanking, together with other Christian
colleges in China, is trying to be true to its Christian purpose and ideal. President Chen
ig a third generation Christian and has on his heart and holds continually before him the
Christian aim and duty of the institution. The University Christian Association is a student
organization under student direction and control, According to the present government regula-
tions,instruction in religion, and chapel services must be voluntary. There are curriculum
classes in religion and voluntary Bible classes and voluntary chapel. On Sunday morning
the students of Ginling College and of the University attend the common service; there
is also a short evening service with special music. The faculty members are free to use
their influence in personal conferences and talks with the students and this is the chief
way in which they can be won. The University Christian Association which like other
student organizations of the University has guffered due to the frequent disruptions and
evacuations of the last six years has grown in stability and strength during the past year.
It has helped to direct several activities of university and community service besides having
special responsibility for meetings and gatherings of the Christian students.

Two events of the past year were of special interest and importance in the Chris-
tian life of the University. The first was the coming in the fall of Dr. Stanley Jones of
India, author of ‘“The Christ of the Indian Road’’ and other well-known books, to conduct
special meetings in Nanking. The sincerity humility, the ecrystal-clear character and
radiance of personality of Dr. Jones, together with his reputation as a writer and speaker,
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made their impression upon the students as they listened to him, and his visit will long
be rememberéd. On Baster day special services were held in the Twinem Memorial Chapel
and in the larger Sage Chapel of the University. Twinem Chapel is a memorial to the
Rev. Paul DeWitt Twinem, a mémber of the faculty of the University from 1919 to 1923,
who - died in Nanking. - Mr. Twinem had especially upon his heart the winning of
individual students to Christ; he and Mrs. Twinern, who ‘were married in 1922, made
provision for a special “‘prayer room’’ where they could meet with the students individually
ard tdlk and pray with them. Mrs. Twinem has returned to Nanking and the earlier dream
of a special place for such personal conference and for prayer has comeé true in the building
made possible through gifts from Mrs. Twinem’s family of a chapel for this special purpose.
The chapel is small, seating less than 100. Tt is built in Chinese temple style, with
curving upturned eaves. But Christian symbols have heen substituted for the usual Budd-
hist fand Taoist’témple decorations. Instead of the dragon at the gable ends of the roof is
carved a fish, the sign used by the edrly Christianis (in Greek, 1xfus the five
letters being the first letters in the Greek words for Jesus Christ, Son of God and Saviour) ;
in’ the wooden lattices of the opaque windows  which simulate the paper windows of- the
temples, the outline of the cross is visible. Tn front of the chapel hangs a bronze temple
bell, the gift of the Chinese Christian students of the University. The chapel is never
closed, day or night. The spirit of the beautiful life which the chapel commemorates lives
on in the building and in the living service that Mrs. Twinem is continuing to give.

On Easter morning this chapel was formally dedicated, the friends of Mr. and  Mrs.
Twinem joining in the service; Haster afternoon in the Sage Chapel of the University a
meeting was held in’ which ‘all the Christians in Nanking were represented. A cantata was
rendered by the Glee Clubs of the University and of Ginling College and by choirs from
the Union Church and the Chinese churches of the city. The Chapel was thronged with
an assefnbly’ of over 1,200 Christians. Six years before,’ over a hundred American mem-
bers of the University faculty and of the missionary community were huddled on the top
floor of Bailie Hall next to the Chapel ¢ . :
been~thuepbonedmmithmdeath: The Christians were scattered throughout the city like sheep
without a shepherd. Against the background of the memory of these former scenes, it was
an inspiration and joy to see that great assembly uniting in the historic hymns of the
church and in the promise of power and joy and new lifé in the resurrection of -Christ.
That Faster Day in the year 1933 truly marked a resurrection of the body of Christ,
of His Church, in N anking , and many rejoiced on that day with exceeding great joy,

The Porcelain Pagoda was a memorial 4o the mother of the Emperor Yung Lo; the
Pagoda and Tomb on Purple Mountain are a monument to Sun Yat Sen and the Republican
revolutionists ; the University, with its university tower, is a memorial 4o the vision and
faith and sacrifice of the Christians who brought it into being and have helped to
maintain it through the successive years. From 1910 to 1927 the president of the Univer-
sity was Dr. A. J. Bowen ; the vice-president was Dr. John E. Williams. Before the
Nanking Incident of 1927 when the Northern armies were about to retire before the advance
of the Southern or Nationalist forces, and it was suggested that all foreigners should leave
the city, Dr. Bowen and Dr. Williams discussed the possibility of their withdrawal with
the others. Mrs. Williams had raised the question with Dr, Williams of his leaving the
city. She has told me of their conversation and of his reply. ‘“He was very quick in
his answer. He said: ‘Do not tempt me. T must be here when the Southern Army
comes in. The work of my whole life is in jeopardy and I must be here.” One day ' when
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Dr. Bowen was very sad, Dr. Williams said: ‘Bowen, we have been together a great many
years and we have had a wonderful time here in Nanking. No one ever had a happier time
than we have had through these years. We have stayed with the University through days
of honor; let us stay through days of disaster.” Dr. Bowen said: ‘I have just written
to the Bishop that I will stay through to the end.’ ”’

On March 24th, 1927, Dr. Williams was shot by one of the ‘‘Red’’ soldiers in the
Southern army, one of seven foreigners who were killed that day. Later it was learned
that this Hunanese division, under Commuinist leadership, had been led to make this
attack as a part of the Communist warfare against foreign imperialists, and in
order to embarrass General Chiang Kai Shek who had already begun to oppose the Com-
munist power and position in the Southern armies and government. Dr. Williams was
buried in the little foreign cemetery of Nanking. The grave stone was erected later by
his friend, the Honorable C. T. Wang, Foreign Minister in the National Government.
The stone bears the inscription in English “‘In memory of Dr. John Elias Williams.
Respectfully erected by Chen Ting Wang” and there is an inscription in Chinese also by
Dr. Wang.

Today in Nanking, the curved roofs and arches of the Sun Yat Sen Tomb and the
graceful lines of the new pagoda of the National Cemetery, a modern descendent of the
Porcelain Pagoda of the past, dominate the eastern sky. Hall and archway and pagoda
are memorials to the honored heroes of the nation. And against the western horizon
not far from the Drum Tower which in the past sent out its rever-
berating thunder, its call to battle, rises the impressive university tower,
the University itself a living memorial to those who have gone before,
‘who, like John Williams and Paul DeWitt Twinem have fought a good
fight, have finished their course, have kept the faith. I have stood in the
university tower and have watched the sun go down beyond the western city
wall while the shadows lengthened from that wall toward the little foreign
cemetery that guards the graves of Mr. Twinem and Dr. Williams and
others who have built their lives into Christian Church and hospital and
school.

The golden evening brightens in the west.
Soon,. soon to faithful warriors cometh rest.
Sweet is the calm of Paradise the blest.

In the midst of such memorials and with such memories, there is
the clear task before the University of continuing the work which has
been so well begun by the founders and leaders of the institution, soldiers of Christ,
“faithful, true and bold,”” and in their spirit to carry on the battle on behalf of China,
and the students of China, for the coming of the Kingdom of God in China, in the ever
victorious power and grace of the Living Christ.

a
Sincerely yours,

W. ReciNarp WHEELER,
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NANKING, CHINA

College opened on Wednesday, September 6th, for registration, with opening chapel on Thursday
* morning at 7:45. Because of our new plan of cooperation with the University of Nanking we are beginning
our classes fifteen minutes earlier and they are making the compromise of putting their chapel at noon so
we have not had to change that. For ten years, since we moved to the new campus, there has been some
cooperation between the two institutions but we are trying now to plan together for the advanced courses so
that there will not need to be duplication and so that we may have fewer small classes. This is on the basis
of two equals working together. Of Ginling students 23 are taking work in the University of Nanking and
14 University students are taking work at Ginling, In the new Bulletin certain courses are also given a
university number and sometimes these courses are taught by one of the professors in the Umversxty
The cooperatlon affects in all 30 courses in which students from the two institutions are together.

We have passed the 200 line in student enrolment, having in all 212 students this year. This

includes the 31 specials in Physical Education. The regular college students are grouped as follows:
seniors, 30; juniors, 28; sophomores, 42; freshmen, 71; special and unclassified, 10, The faculty numbers

about the same as last year. There are fewer new faculty this year than we have had for a number of years
previous, which is, of course, a good thing. TFourteen names are new on this year’s faculty list, but, of
these, two are foreign faculty returning from furlough, and four others are alumnae two of whom are teaching m'
the Practice School, so only eight are really new to Ginling. Miss Chester has returned with her Ph. D,
Chemistry from Columbia, and Miss Tappert with her A. M. from Yale. Miss Edith Haight has come in
Miss Case’s place to the Department of Physical Education, She was at Wellesley with Miss Case and has
been, for the last five years, head of the .Department of Physical Education in the University of Wyoming.
Dr. Emily Werner has come for Psychology on a two-year leave of absence from the Biblical Seminary in
New York City where she has been for several years teaching Psychology. Dr. Ailie S. Gale is the college
physician. She has had a number of years of experience in Dr, Kahn’s hospital in Nanchang and more
recently as school physician in the Shanghai American School. Miss Virginia Wu comes from the Library
Training School in Wuchang as assistant librarian. Miss Chien-hsia Chen, with previous experience in
Y. W. C, A. work in Hangchow and also in the woman’s department of Hangchow College, has come to
assist Mrs. Tsen. The new nurse is Miss Y, C. Li, in charge of the infirmary which is now in the little
cottage formerly used by the Practice School. Mr. K. Y. Chen, who is a lecturer in Central University, is
giving a course in Chinese philosophy at Ginling. His degree is from the National University in Peking
and he has also studied at the University of Calcutta. Mr. Lin-chuang Cheng has his A. B. from Yenching
and his A. M, from Columbia and is teaching Economics.

The former members of the faculty had scattered widely for their vacations. Japan, Manila and
Hongkong, Peiping, Tsingtao, Kuling and far Szechuan were all visited. The most interesting vacations
were Miss Vautrin’s which took her to Manila, where after visiting schools, she came back to Hongkong and
then visited Gitling alumnae there and in Canton, Swatow and Amoy; and Liu En-lan’s who went with the
Science Society to Szechuan and, in spite of the disturbed conditions in that province and many warnings of
possible difficulties in attempting tbe whole trip, succeeded in getting through to Mt. Omi and came back
bringing rocks from Szechuan to add to the Geological Museum, as well as many pictures and memories of
thrilling experiences.

One question which everyone is asking is when are we going to get into the new buildings. I
wish I could tell you. We had hoped that we might begin the year's work there, but the delays which are so
common in the last stages of large building operations have kept the work from earlier completion. We are
hoping that before the end of October we shall be able to use all or part of both buildings.. The circular of
general information which was printed in the summer gives something of a description of the new buildings




and what they will mean in making our college work more efficient. We now have the whole academic
quadrangle connected by covered ways which add both to the feeling of unity in the group of buildings and
also to our comfort on rainy days or when the sun is very hot. When Dr. Wu decided to go to America,
we definitely postponed the dedication of the new buildings to some time in the spring, probably in April. We
hope very much that at that time we may have a very large representation of alumnae in attendance.

One building which was ready for use at the beginning of the year was the new Practice School
dormitory, the gift of Mmes. Kung, Sun and Chiang, daughters of Madame Soong in memory of their
mother. 'We are very happy to have this first large gift from Chinese friends of the College, and the
Practice School can now enlarge to the three-year senior middle school which is the ideal practice school for
our work in education. This year there are two classes and the girls in the special Physical Education
course are living in this building. '

We have set Saturday, November 4th, as the date for our Founders’ Day celebration this year,
putting it a little later because of the large athletic meet which is to be held in Nanking from October 10th to
20th, in which Ginling is participating and which will inevitably mean some holidays and interruption of
work. The exercises will be at 10:30 in the morning and the banquet at 7:30 in the evening of the same
day. Because of Dr. Wu's absence we shall not make this anything more than the ordinary birthday
celebration, but we know you will like to be thinking of us at that time. 'We are hoping that we
may have for one of our speakers at the morning exercises, Miss Margery Fry who was the British woman
delegate at the Banff Conference and for five years the Principal of Somerville College, Oxford (Miss Spicer’s
college). Miss Fry is now in China on an exchange lectureship in Chinese colleges and universities under
the Universities China Committee of England. She will lecture in Nanking at Central University as well as
at the University of Nanking and here in Ginling. She and her friend, Miss Michaelis, are both very much
interested in education and social reform.

The address list which is sent you will give you recent information about your alumnae sisters, If
you study it carefully, you will notice that the Ginling family abroad has added Li Chi, of the class of 1931,
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but known to some of the older sisters because of her earlier years of study in Ginling. She was the one .

successful woman candidate in the examinations for scholarships in British universities, and she is expecting
to be in Oxford, England. Giang Shan-ying , 1925, is also to be in England this coming year, probably
studying in London where Djung Hsien-ying, 1924, is with her husband who is a member of the Chinese
delegation in the Economic Conference. Bao Dji-lih, 1924, has returned with her Ph. D, from Michigan
and is teaching psychology and acting as Dean of Women in Soochow University. Swen Dii-shuh,
1923, and her husband have returned and Mrs. Chen is teaching in the Hopeh Girls Normal School in
Tientsin. Chen Yueh-mei, 1930, has returned from two years study at Wellesley with her A. M. in Physical
Education and has joined the faculty of Yenching in this department. Recent additions to-the list of
married alumnae are Hwang Li-ming, 1927, who is now Mrs. Y. H. Chen, and Shao Gin-siu, 1930,
now Mrs. S. S. Shen,

It is no easy task to keep up to date an address list of Ginling alumnae. Here at the
College we wish very much you would send us early information about any change which you make in your
residence or in your position. We like to be able to answer correctly the many questions which are being
asked us about our alumnae. You are our joy and crown and we are always interested in knowing where

you are and what you are doing, so will you take time to fill out very fully the questionnaire which goes with

this letter? We want to know all that you have done since your graduation. .Please boast of any honors or
responsibilities which have come to you in addition to reporting the regular professional work which the year
has on record, and we want to know what you are doing now in more detail.-

This letter is not very personal but I assure you it goes to each one of you with a very special
message of interest and affection, and if it brings back personal letters it will make me very happy.

Nanking, China, October 1, 1933 '
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Dear Friends:

Glad am I that Christmas comes at least once each year and spurs me on to do those
things which all during the year I have wanted to do, but somehow never seemed able to put
first in the day’s tasks. To some of you I have not written since I saw you in America during
the year of 1931-32: to others I have never written the thank-you note for the Christmas gift
which you so thoughtfully sent almost a year ago; and to many others I owe letters. Each
year I seem to write fewer letters. 1 like to think that it is because my weeks seem ever fuller
than they used to be, but perhaps it is because as the years of my sojourn in China lengthen
I find my self living more fully here and seem increasingly unable to keep in touch with West-
ern friends. Six days of the week my days are filled with the routine work of a college teacher
while my Sundays are given over almost entirely to the social service and religious work in our
neighborhood,

And what shall I tell you of life on the Ginling campus? I hope that some of you have
met our college president, Dr. Yi-fang Wu, who left us in June and is still in America. She
was invited first of all to represent Chinese women at the International Congress of Women
which was held in Chicago during the week beginning July 19th. In August she went to Banff,
Canada where she was a delegate at the Institute 6f Pacific Relations. In September she joined
the Missionary Team headed by Dr. Stanley Jones of India which is now visiting some thirty
of the leading cities in the eastern and central part of the United States speaking in behalf of
the missionary cause, For the sake of missions and for the sake of western friends we are glad
to share our president, but we miss her leadership very much in all our college activities, As
I work with her I realize more and more that she is one of the outstanding women leaders of
the new China-capable, sincere and untiring in her work and thoroughly Christian in her at-
titudes and outlook.

Our student body is larger this year than it has ever been before. All our dormitories
are crowded and many of the rooms which were intended for two students have three in them,
There are thirty members in the senior class and seventy four in the freshman class. The total
eurollment is two hundred twelve which includes thirty one girls who are taking a special two-
year course in physical education, We need a new student dormitory before we can grow any
further. Itis interesting to compare the freshman classes that come to us from year to year.
The age is moving downward, the average age of the present freshman being 19.6 years, On
the whole, this year's class seems better prepared than former classes, for which we are grateful.,
Activities on the campus seem about as usual. The National Athletic Meet which was held in
Nanking in October made it necessary for a fairly large group of our students to attend and we
had several days of holidays when all the college could attend, The Meet made it neccessary to
omit two of the autumn events to which we look forward - the Mountain Day trip when all the
students and faculty go out to Purple Mountain for a holiday, enjoying the fellowship together
and the beauty of the autumn colors in the trees, and also the Annunal Field Day when the
students exhibit the various types of athletic activities which they learn in their out-door phy-
sical education classes.

By the time this letter reaches you our two new college buildings will have been finished.
As I sit at my typewriter now I can look out upon the workmen putting the finishing touches to
the windows, doors and painting. The heating system is not yet finished and until it is we
cannot move in. These two buildings finish the academic quadrangle. The one to the north
is to have a lovely library upstairs and the administration offices downstairs, The building to
the south has an auditorium upstairs and music rooms downstairs. The money used for the
buildings was from the original fund raised in 1921. The dedication of the buildings will pro-
bably take place either next spring at commencement or the following autumn at Founders’
Day. Last summer we built a new dormitory for the Practice School. This building was a
gift presented by Madame Sun Yat Sen, Madame H, H, Kung and Madame Chiang Kai-shek
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in memory of their mother Madame Sung. It is in the southeast part of the campus quite
separate from the college buildings, The gift is the first one of any size that has been given
by a Chinese donor and we hope that it will be followed by many more,

Because of the unemployment situation in the West you will be interested to hear about
the employment problem which faced our seniors last June when they graduated. There were
thirty six members in the class and from January to June in their senior year I received eighty
seven letters inviting them to positions, that is, almost three positions were open to every mem-
ber of the class, New professions are opening to college graduates in China very fast. Three
of the members of the class went into social-medical casework which is a new profession. I
suppose the time will come in China too when there will be more trained people than positions
for them, but certainly it is not yet true as far as women are concerned.

I have been very much interested in the change in the attitude of our students toward
the poor and uneducated farmers and weavers in our neighborhood, In the past, a small
minority of our student body have been interested in improving the neighborhood conditions
and for many years they have conducted an elementary school, weekly clinic, a Sunday School
and a Women’s meeting for them. But during the past two years, especially since the Man-
churian Affair, I have noticed a much deeper interest and I think it is shared by many more
students. We have a group of more than thirty “‘Friendly Visitors’' or Social Reformers who
have adopted homes in the neighborhood and who try to make weekly visits to the homes.
During the past year some of these students have been able to help poor homes in a very real
way by teaching the young girls to do knitting, or finding a position for some boy of the home.
This autumn there has been much interest in starting a Neighborhood House where we can
have night classes for the men and boys of the neighboring homes and afternoon classes for
women and girls, One member of the student body is quite willing to give a very substantial
sum toward the erection of such a Neighborhood House. This evening over in our little day
school one of the sociology majors is getting a group of the most reliable farmers in our neigh-
borhood together to see if they are interested in helping to organize a Famers’ Club, This in-
creased interest on the part of students in the real problems of the Chinese poor is one of the
most hopeful signs that I have seen during the past few years. They used to talk about ‘“lov-
ing their country’’ but they are now becoming interested in acting out their love.

I must not forget to tell you about my summer holiday. For many years, in fact for
more than fifteen to be exact, I have wanted to go down to the Philippine Islands to visit the
schools there and to'investigate the method of teacher training. So when I left America in 1932
instead of buying my ticket to Shanghai I bought it through to Marila, knowing that it would
be good for a year and I could use the last part of it this past summer. Consequently on July
4th I boarded the Empress of Canada and sailed southward from Shanghai for Manila. Those
four days of sea voyage I shall not soon forget. I was dead tired after a hard year of college
work, and so for four days I did nothing but sleep and occasionally go to my meals. Sailing
toward the equator, the air seemed to become heavier and certainly hotter, both of which con-
ditions were conducive to sleep. For the first two days I could hardly pull myself awake enough
to dress and go to meals. Gradually the tiredness left me and I was able to enjoy the voyage
to the full. Never shall [ forget the evening in the Hongkong Harbor. The moon was full.
The sky was filled with great heavy clouds. The lights of the city of Hongkong, which is built
on a mountain side, looked like jewels in a crown. I sat on the deck of the steamer for many
hours watching the moon playing hide and seek among the clouds. I had heard for many years
that the Harbor of Hongkong was the most beautiful in the world and that night I knew it was
true. On the fifth morning we sailed into the Harbor of Manila,

] The city of Manila was far more beautiful than I had thonght it would be. Friends
from Eureka College met my boat and took me to their home for the day and later I was taken
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to the home of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Gunn of the University of Illinois, now missionaries in the
Presbyterian Mission, where I was to spend my three weeks in Manila. Manila is but fourteen
degrees north of the Equator so it is quite tropical in its vegetation. The flame trees, covered
with brilliant red blossoms were still in their glory, Many varieties of palms were everywhere
and many blooming plants, The city seemed almost like a great park in comparison with the
cities in China. The streets were wide and very well paved and the public buildings most im-
posing, especially the new legislative building and the post office. The University of the Phi-
lippines the Normal School and the many public elementary and high schools made me realize
the American influence which had been at work there for the past thirty five years,

For almost three weeks I lived in the Philippines. I found the head of the normal school,
the principals of the training schools, the city superintendent of schools, and in fact all the peo-
ple connected with the school system most cordial. I was free to visit classes as I desired and
to attend the conferences held for the practice teachers. I came away with a very real respect
for what has been accomplished during the three decades of American occupation. It seemed
to me that they had done especially well in training elementary school teachers.

Much interest was added to my stay in the Philippines by the fact that the independence
bill,-the Hare-Cutting-Hawes Bill-come up for discussion before the Legislature during the
first week of my visit. The daily papers were filled with articles about it, It seemed to me
that the two main political parties condemned each other much more severely than they con-
demned the bill, The situation became so tense that during the last few days of my stay it
looked as if the leaders of both politicﬁal parties would all resign. Since my return to China I
have seen an item in the paper saying that the independence bill was finally rejected, which
does not mean that they do not want g‘heir independence but rather that they do not like the con-
ditions under which it is being given ,t_g’) them. Every Philippino that I talked to said that the
Islands wanted their independence but they did not seem to agree as to the time when they were
ready for it. Strange to say that all the foreigners I talked to thought that the people were not
yet ready for independence, and if it was given to them Japan would soon take possession, No
Philippino seemed conscious of such a danger.

I said that' I would never forget the four day journey to the Islands, and I shall never
forget the journey back from Manila to Hongkong, As we left the beautiful harbor we headed
straight out into a typhoon and for the next thirty six hours our boat twisted and writhed, I
ate dinner the evening we left the harbor and breakfast the morning we arrived in Hongkong,
but nothing in the meantime. As Ilay in my berth wondering why I had ever started on such
a journey, I.could hear dishes dash to the floor and people stagger down the corridor, For-
tunately the journey did not last long.

On my return journey I visited Ginling graduates in the cities of Hongkong, Swatow,
Amoy and Canton. In all I saw twenty of them. Many of these alumnae are holding places
of responsibility as heads of schools. Although the weather was very hot I felt that the visits
abundantly paid, for I came to understand the work that our graduates are doing as I never
had before, We had many interesting trips together as well as many happy times of fellowship.

On August twentieth I arrived back in Nanking, my holiday having been finished. For
the next two weeks I spent every waking hour in pushing the practice school building to com-
pletion and getting the new equipment ready to be moved in. During the first few days of
September we called the building completed and began the moving process. Within a few
days the building was housing about seventy students, and the weary days of moving were
soon forgotten.

And what shall I say of political conditions in China? A cloud of silence has settled
over the situation in the north between China and Japan, We know that negotiations must be
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proceding but what they are we cannot find out, General Chiang is heading up the anti-com-
munist campaign in the provinces to the west of us, and frequently we see notices in the papers
about his having defeated a group of them., Tonight's paper said that he had defeated two
thousand, Personally I believe that useful employment would defeat them much more quickly
and permanently than guns and amunition, It seems to me that the situation in China is not
demanding our attention one tenth as much as the critical situation in Europe. Are we letting
ourselves prepare the stage for another world war? We know that war does not solve national
and international problems, and yet are we letting ourselves march straight into another one?
I wish most fervently that we could mobolize for peace and really form a peace army that would
be ready and willing to sacrifice for the sake of the peace of the world. I have come to believe
that we shall not have peace until we are willing to sacrifice for it as we do for war, and we must
begin the sacrifice before the war psychology gets a start. Within the past few weeks I have
heard a leading Chinese political scientist and a leading British speaker say that the fact that
the United States is not in the League of Nations weakens the cause of world peace more than
any other one factor. That has been my opinion for a long time as many of you know. The
case against Japan would have been settled far differently I am sure, if the United States had

been in the League.

I watch the situation in the United States with a great deal of interest. President
Roosevelt has been able to go much farther than I ever-dreamed it possible for a president of the
United States to go. Will the next Congress support him in his plans or will the powers given
him now be taken back again? Who can say? I wish that more of you would write me frankly
about the situation since the repeal of the Eighteenth Amendment. Are conditions better or

worse?

Last Saturday afternoon a group of faculty and students made a trip to a big Buddhist
Monastery about twenty miles from the city of Nanking. It wasa lovely autumn day and we
went more to enjoy the beauty of the autumn coloring in the trees than anything else. How-
ever, on our way to the top of the low mountain we stopped for a few moments at the big mona-
stery. The monks were engaged in their afternoon ceremony of worship when we arrived, To
our surprise we found that there were fourteen foreigners, about four women and ten men, clo-
thed in the black uniforms of monks taking part in the worship too. I was told later that these
fourteen have come from about seven different ¢ountries including America, England, France,
India and Japan, and that next month they will take the final vows to become monks or nuns,
How I would have loved to have known the story of each and just what it was that led them in-
to Buddhism. If they were trying to escape from the problems of the world they were surely

succeeding.

This letter is growing too long and I must draw it to a close. As Christmas time app-
roaches I shall be thinking of you. hoping that the simple joy and peace of that first Yuletide so

long ago may be yours.

Sincerely your friend,
Minnie Vautrin
Ginling College

Nanking, China
December 1, 1933
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_ The sixteenth annual Commencement at Ginling was
marked by the great honor of having General and Madame
Chiang Kai-shek at the Baccalaureate service. This came
rather unexpectedly, for plans had been made for the
Reverend John Magee to preach the sermon. On the after-
noon before Baccalaureate Sunday I went to see Madame
Chiang on the matter of the dedication service for the Practice
School Dormitory, which was given by her and her two sisters
as a memorial building to their mother, the late Madame
Soong. During the conversation Madame Chiang happened to
mention the daily devotions which she and General Chiang
have together. It occuired to me right then that it would be
splendid for our students to hear from her or the General, so I
extended an invitation for General Chiang to speak at the
Baccalaureate Service. You can imagine the excitement when
wotd came on Sunday noon that General Chiang was coming!
About fifteen minutes before the time set for the service our
honored guests arrived and so joined the academic procession.

General Chiang spoke earnestly on the importance of
religion in a human life without which a man drifts aimlessly
like a boat in the wide ocean without a compass.” He referred .
to the purpose of Jesus Christ to save the people and ultimate-
ly to build up a world brotherhood, and how He sacrificed His
life to realize His purpose. During this difficult time of
national reconstruction, our country needs the devoted service
of her citizens. He asked our students, as graduates from a
Christian institution, to express the Christian spirit of sacrifice
in rendering their service to our own country. Because of
another engagement, General and Madame Chiang left quietly
after he had spoken.

The Baccalaureate sermon was then given by the
Reverend John Magee of the Episcopal Church, and his subject
was ‘““The Heart of a Child”’. He commended Jesus Christ as
the best guide for life and found' in Jesus’ teaching ‘‘Except
yet turn and become as little children ye shall in no wise
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven’’ the secret of that attitude
of childlikeness which makes people humble and teachable in
all their relationships with others. He said that the world has
even greater need of saints than of scholars and challenged the
graduates to make God a reality in experience by keeping even
to old age the childlike heart.

The Commencement exercises were the first ever held in
the new Chapel and it happened to be the hottest day in June
in sixty-one years. A representative from the Ministry of
Education extended greetings’ and Di. Leonard Hsii, of the
National Economic Council, gave the Commencement address.
Twenty-nine young women completed their college course and
went out to join the alumae in various lines of service.

Again, as in other years, the Appointment Committee
received many more requests than there were graduates.
A large number of requests for physical education teachers came
in, while we had only two college graduates who had majored
in that line and three who finished the special two-year
course. In music, too, the two majors had many openings from
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which to choose. One graduate is going far up into the
northern part of Hopei province, formerly called Chihli, to the
Methodist Mission at Changli. Another, Miss Tsii Yu-dji, is
going into the district recently recovered from the communists
in the province of Kiangsi. General Chiang Kai-shek has paid
much attention to the rehabilitation work following his military
campaigns. Besides what the government is doing in the
recovered area in that province, he has asked the Christian
forces also to help. Hence a Christian Rural Service Union
has been organized under Mr. George W. Shepherd and Miss
Bessis L. Meeker, and a comprehensive program will be con-
ducted in one special district, Li Chuan. Miss Tsii had ex-
perience as Y.W.C.A. secretary before coming to Ginling as a
student, and during her last two years she has served splendid-
ly as the principal of the Day School which is conducted
under the student Y. W. C. A. She has a genuine interest in
rural people and has a keen mind to study and solve their
problems. One graduate of 1933 is also joining the work
under Mr. Shepherd and we feel confident that these young
women will be able to contribute their share in this important
work. The rest of the class will be scattered in many pro-
vinces as far west as Szechuen, as far south as Canton and
Foochow, and as far north as Tientsin and Changli, and the
majority will teach in Mission middle schools.

I should mention here the honor won by Miss Li Chi of the
class of 1931 because of her scholastic” attainment. Last
summer the British Indemnity Fund Committee gave a com-
petitive examination for college graduates all over the country
for scholarships to study in England. A definite number of
scholarships was assigned to different subjects, and there was
only one scholarship for English Literature. Miss Li passed
the examination for that subject, leading the list, and so won
the only scholarship. We are proud of her success and have
heard of her good work at Oxford University during the past
year.

The annual recital of the music department this year was
splendid. It is the first time in the history of Ginling that
original music composed by graduating students has been
given on the program. One of the music majors gave a vocal
solo which she composed, ‘“The Woodnymph’s Call’”’, and the
Glee Club rendered as the concluding number on the program
‘“Spring”’, the music of which was written by the other music
major and the words of which were taken from “‘Love’s Labour
Lost” by Shakespeare. One of these young women will go
back to her mother school, Laura Haygood Normal School in
Soochow, and the other will join the music staff at St. Mary’s
Hall in Shanghai.

This summer’s temperature has broken the record of sixty-
one years! All through the past week the temperature during
afternoons in the facully living room ranged between 94 and
98. Yet there have been two summer institutes going on and
both the teachers and students kept at their work enthusias-
tically. For several years our faculty have felt that there is a
special field of service which we could render to our own
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s very interesting to have alumnae Jrom as early as” 1924

returning and joining the younger sisters of later classes” in

discussing their common problems in middle school administra-
tion and teaching. ‘ S

1924 marked the year >when the first Commencement took

place in the new buildings on our bermanent camipus, and ten

years later in 1934 we held our first Commencement in our new
and permanent chapel. The Chapel-Music and Library-Ad-
ministration Buildings were in the original plan for the campus
and were included in the building program at the joint finan.
cial campaign in 1920-1921.  They were not constructed at the
beginning because the size of the student body ,did not
warrant the maintenance of too many buildings. The increas.
ing student body led Mrs. Thurston to plan for them-as early
as 1926, but the trouble in the spring of 1924 postponed every-
thing. However by 1931 we were so crowded that a class had
to meet in the waiting room in the Recitation Building and a
i ced in /

New York. ] ) _

Mr. Murphy and Mrs. Thu dings were
finally completed last spring - and we. gradually  moved in
during April. The moving . of the.library - was ‘especially in-

teresting. We ilized the whole stud

buckets are passed in a fire brigade. The girls sang and en-
joyed the work, particularly as they anticipated using the
beautiful and spacious new Library. Now that we are in the

;. real library, we can hardly understandi how we stood the

« crowded conditions in the old temporary one for so long.
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. For the very first use of the new chapel we carefully
. Planned to have the Easter service. It was a bright sunny
‘orning and the whole service was so beantiful and dignified
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that everyone present was deeply impressed by it. Dr. Li Tien-
lu, Chairman of our Board of Directors and Dean of the
Nanking Union Theological Seminary, preached the serman
and’ also conducted the baptisimal service for three of our
students. The Glee Club sat on the platform as a choir and
sang two beautiful anthems. Many friends and alumnae in
town joined us on this joyful occasion.

Since we took possession of the new buildings we have
done some landscaping and planting and we are making plans
to have the dedicatory service at our Founders’ Day Celebra-
tion next November. This is a much better time than June
for our alumnae to return because they are mostly in school
work and it is impossible for them to leave their own schools
around Commencement time.

Personally the last school year has been the most unusual
and interesting year I have had since I came to Ginling in
1928. Right after Commencement last June I rushed off to
America at the invitation of the National Congress of Women
in Chicago in the middle of July. I was greatly honored to be
scheduled to speak on the same program with Dame Rachel
Crowdy of England and Miss Jane Addams. It was a great
experience for me to meet and know the distinguished women
representing different countries at the Congress.. In August I
was in Banff, Canada, attending the Fifth Biennial Conference
of the Institute of Pacific Relations. One other Ginling
graduate among the Chinese delegates was Dr. Siao-sung
Djang, Acting Director of the Research Department of the
Bank of China. As the general theme of the Conference was
Economic Conflicts she made a valuable contribution at the
Round Table discussions because of her thorough knowledge of
her subject. After the Conference I accepted the invitation to

* speak from the Women’s Canadian Clubs and enjoyed meeting

the leading women in six Canadian cities, Edmonton,
Saskatoon, Regina, Winnepeg, Toronto, and Ottawa.

In the fall 1 was asked to be one of the group who would
conduct the Uanited Foreigh Mission Conferences. This group
was under the leacership of Dr. E. Stanley Jones and Bishop
Logan Roots, and conferences were held in thirty leading
cities in the east and middle west of the United States. I
count it a special privilege to have had the opportunity of
meeting the leading church people and knowing their keen in-
terest in foreign missions. I found everywhere, particularly
among the women, interest in Ginling College. Many of those
who expressed intérest were Mrs. Thurston’s friends. In
most cases such interest had grown up first through the Joint
Campaign for the Union Colleges for Women in 1920-1921. I
was glad for the opportunity of telling these devoted friends
about the thorough academic work, the Christian spirit, the
activities of the students, and the actual service being rendered
by our alumnae.

Because of the extensive travel in Canada and the United
States, I had the unusual opportunity of seeing and being
entertained by many friends, alumnae, former faculty and
families of members of our faculty. The wonderful hospitality
given me personally and their devoted interest in Ginling are
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the treasured memories I brought back with me. Our Smith
sisters, too, were most kind to me and keenly interested in their
sisters college in Nanking. I was given the privilege of meeting
with the Smith Clubs in many cities. Through the courtesy of
President Nielson and the arrangement by Miss Katherine
Richards, I spent a delightful week-end on the Smith campus.
It was such an encouragement, as well as a chalienge to me, to
to realize what loyal friends and supporters Ginling has in all
these wonderful people I met. I wish to take this opportunity
to express my deep appreciation and sincere gratitude to every-
one and all of you.

I returned to China in the middle of the winter vacation
but just in time to attend various kinds of educational
meetings. During the spring I was away several times, attend-
ing the Executive Committee of the National Christian Council,
the annual meeting of the East China Christian Educational
Association of which I was the President, and the meeting of
the China Christian Educational Association of which I am the
Chairman of the Executive Committee. For this summer I had
another chance to travel as one of the Chinese delegates to the
Pan-Pacific Women’s Conference to be held in Honolulu in
August, yet because I had college business to attend to and I
dib not like to be absent at the opening of College in September,
I regretfully declined the invitation.

In May I took a trip to South China and met with the
alumnae groups in Amoy, Hongkong and Canton. It was thril-
ling to see how within a few minutes all the girls gathered after
I landed unexpectedly at the Amoy Girls’ School in Kulangsu.
Amoy. They were most eager to hear college news and about
their friends and teachers. Several wished that we would
start a graduate department so that they could return to be
with us again. You may be interested to know what these
eight alumnae are doing! Two were married, keeping beautiful
homes and bringing up lovely children. It was in one of these
homes that we were entertained at a delicious supper and
enjoyed visiting until late into the night. A third was married
last year, but she still continued teaching, as many other
married alumnae do. Two others were teaching in two different
schools, both Mission institutions. Two were carrying the
heavy responsibilities of principals, one of a private girls’ middle
school and the other of the English Presbyterian Girls’ School.
The eighth came from Changchow, not far from Amoy, where
she is the dean in a Mission school. These eight may serve as
a typical group of Ginling graduates in any city in China. It is
most gratifying to see the purpose of the founding of the
College being carried out by this ever increasing body of loyal

daughters of Ginling.
\J\"\‘ AT

Ginling College,
Nanking, China,
July 24, 1934.
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MY CHRISTMAS WISH FOR YOU

PEACE AND JOY

Peace does not mean the end of all our striving,
Joy does not mean the drying of our tears;

Peace is the power that comes to souls arriving
Up to the light where God Himself appears.

Joy is the wine that God is ever pouring
Into the hearts of those who striye with Him,
Light'ning their eyes to vision and adoYing.
Strenght’'ning their arms to warfare glad and grim.

—— G, A. Studdert-Kennedy.

Sincerely your friend,

MINNIE VAUTRIN

Ginling College
Nanking, China
December 1, .1,9&3, B
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The end of the year is approaching and before the date changes we
want to send greetings from Ginling for the New Year and report on
our progress so far this nineteenth year of our life. There are no
very unusual events in the record, but too often the unusual is un-
pleasant and we are thankful for the quiet passing of days full of
worth while work and happy playe

College opened on September 6th with the largest enrollment in our
history--212 students of whom 31 are taking the special two-~year
course in Physical Education. Students represent thirteen provinces
but forty-three percent are from our own province--which is one of
the centers of educational interest in China, and one of the centers
of dense population. This year the Christian students arec only
sixty-two percent of the total, Seventy percent come to us from
Christian schools.

For the first time since 1928, when Dr. "u came into the presidency,
the President was absent when college opened. e had counted on
her return before the end of September but she has remained in Amer-
ica, urged by the Ginling College Committee to stay for the Inter=-
denominational lfissionary Campaign ih thirty of the large cities,
Reports come to us of the splendid way in which she is representing
China and Ginling, helping to interpret them to the Christian people
who come to hear her and Dr. Stanley Jones. And Dr. "u herself
writes of the inspiration which she is receiving from the splendid
response to the message and the wonderful spirit of interest in
missions and eagerness for spiritual revival. She is beiug urged

to stay on for another two months to share in a promotional campaign
for the Christian Colleges of China which would keep her till the
end of February. Ve miss Dr. "u in every part of the college life
but we realize the value to Ginling of the work she is doing in
America, An Administrative Committee of three, appointed by Dr. "
in June, is in charge of general administration. As chairman I

have had to resume some responsibilities which I have not carried
since 1926 and 1927 and no one will be happier to welcome Dr, Wu

back than I.

The National Athletic Meet brought 2,500 young athletes into Nanking
in October and the new stadium was for ten days the center of inter=-
est for tens of thousands. New national records were made every day.
Among the leaders who came with the delegations from Canton, Peiping,
Hankow, Tsingtao and some provincial groups were thirty-three women
who were trained wither in Ginling or in the Y. ¥, C, A, Physical
Training School which started the same year as Ginling and trans-
ferred its work to Ginling in 1924. Ve count these graduates as
adopted daughters of Ginling. There were several in the official
referee and national groups which marched at the head of the pro-
cession on the opening day. Cinling students took part as members

of the Nanking delegation. 3Shanghai took a large share of the
prizes. The meet gave some feeling of national unity and was, on
the whole,y, pretty well managed, but it still left in my mind the
question of the value of competitive sport on such a big scale-=for

women at least.
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Evidence that China is evolving a motor car civilization was not
lacking on the opening day of the meet when the road wag jammed with
cars of every known name and in all stages of repair and disrepair.
People now drive from Shanghal via Hangchow and there is a good
road to Wuhu., New roads are in process of construction in other
directions. Mrs. Buck drove me out to Glyung one afternoon and we
we=e back in time for tea, In the old days it was a hard day's
journey out on donkey=back to our station there. The scenery on the
Hongobow road is beautiful. “Then Miss Bigelow of the Astronomy
department of Smith College visited us we drove up to Muhu and back
to visit Dr. Hyla Watters, a Smith girl in the hospital there., It
is a very delightful way to see China and more and more the country
is being opened up and connected with the city by these new roads.

The new buildings, which we fondly hoped to use in September, look
finished and we have a new view of Purple Mountain framed by the

two buildings. The views «¢f the mountain from chapel and library
windows take the place of the views we had before the buildings
closed in the quadrangle. We wait now for heat and light and fin=-
ished floors, and the term is so nearly over that we shall not move
tiil the end of January. Some of us will rejoice in the new offices
for which we have long waiteds; the new library will mean quiet space
for study away from the passing of classes, and the music building
will free us from the disturbing pianos, The two decks of practice
rooms are on the outside so we shall know academic quiet inside the
quadrangle. We have been greatly pleased by a gift of $1,100 frim
one of the students who was so enthusiastic over the library that
she wanted to help in some way to furnish it, The sixteen tables
will stand as her gift through many college generations, for like
the buildings themselves they are made to endure; strength and
Leauty are in both.

Founders® Day this year was celebrated on Saturday, November fourth.
At tho FExercises in the morning we had two splendid speakers, both

0¥ whom gave unusually fine addresses., Dr. Francis C., M. Wei, Presi-
dent of Central China College in Wuchang spoke on Creative Thinking
ani urges students to think through the questions which China is
fecing in her social and political life., If they do noty who will?
Miss Margery Fry, formerly Principal of Som.erville College, Oxford
fellowed with an interesting address on Thinkers and Doers--on the
need for ovoth in a college group, and the need for a proper balance
tetween thought and activity in the individual,

At the Banquet the gymnasium was crovded with the nearly three hune
dred who sat down to the birthday feast, With Dr, "u away and no
special anniversary to celebrate we planned a simple program, but
after this was over we followed with an informal birthday party for
Pr, Reeves who had a Big Birthday this summer when no notice could
be taken, Alumnae, faculty and students gave evidence of their love
and appreciation of her sixteen years in the Ginling family. Greet=
ings and gifts came from afar, the gifts largely going to the fur-
nishing of the cottage built by her this summer on Resevoir Hill.

Alumnae continue to be in demand and we nave no problem of unemploy=
ment there, Miss Vautrin reports eighty-seven positions offercd to
the thirty-six graduates in last year's class with new professions




1933

opening to women. Both the government and the mission hospital in
Nanking have social case wbrkers trained at Ginling. The interest
in the social sciences continues.

November brought us an unusually interesting succession of guests
and spcakers, Miss Fry's visit to China under the Universities!'
China Committee of England was for exchange lectures and Ginling
keard her four times in addition to the Founders' Day address, A
series on Public Opinion in relation to various reforms was of spec-
ial interest, Dr, PFrancis Miller of the World's Student Christian
Federation gave a most thoughtful presentation of the world's neead
for God-~the restlessness which finds rest in Him+-alone. Earlier in
the year we had heard Miss Charlotte Niven, Secretary of the World's
YoWeCuhoy ond Miss van Asche van Wyck, the President, who visited us
with Miss Sarah Lyon of the American Y.W.C.A., We are looking for-
ward now to a visit over Christmas from Miss Muriel Lester of Kings=-
ley Hall, London, who is vigiting China under the auspices of the
Fellowship of Reconciliation of which she was one of the founders.
China needs reconciliation at the moment, with the Fukien group
threatening Nanking, and with the communist unrest eating at the
heart of the country. And it is "not with swords® loud clashing"
that the problems political and economic can be solved=-only by the
way of reconciliation and the "deeds of love and mercy" can the heave
enly kingdom come in China or in Europe or in America.

Problems-~unsolvable problems they seem at timese-ware troubling us °
even in our quiet valley. We are involved in the world depresgsion,
for our receipts have fallen off and exchange has cut down those
which continue. A year ago we got five to one and this month less
than three to one on exchange. We need at present exchange about
U.3.85,000 to carry through the vear without debt. We need to pro-
vide in some way for housing faculty and students next year when we
should increase our student body. This problem has its financial
side for the money is not available, but it has other complications
wiich are causing us no little concern. One of the new roads which
Wanking is making threatens to cut through the campus where we had
pleémned to buidd future residences and we may lose much needed land
and suffer a huge assessment for improvements (?)} which look to us
like damages irreparable, in the loss of quiet and privacy, There is
oniy a 7aint hope that some consideration of the fact that we are sn
educational institution and not private property may be given to the
petition we have made to the authorities,

Hope we must keep--~hope that friendly decision may be given on the
rrad, that a way may be found to provide for the student growth in
1934, that gifts may come in to balance the budget before July 193z,
and that we may have awsurances which will help us to plan for the
cext college year without lowering our standards. And we hope for
C¢hinay, too, that peace may come within her borders and good will
between her and her neighbors, Peace and good will would solve the
world®s problems too and the Christmas star still points the way to

the One in whom our hopes may be fulfilled,

- Maidda T it

Tecember 20, 1933,
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NEWS LETTER FROM GINLING COLLEGEL
1933 - 1934
o g A i

Absence of the President

For the first time since Dr. Wu came to Ginling as President in 1928 she was
absent whon the College yoar cpened and she was away fron the college until Fob-
ruary 1934, The adninistrative work was carried on under a cormittee of three, of
which Mrs, Thurston was chairman, Dr. Wu's work during that absence was of a
veried character. In July she attended the International Congress of Women held in
Chicago, in comnection with the World's Fair, Dr. Wu represented China, and re-
presentatives of many other countries were also in attendance. From Chicago she
went to Banff, attending for the third time the meeting of the Institute of Pacific
Relations. In connection with both of these mcetings she did a good deal of speak-
ing which brought her into the eircles interested in Ginling, and whose
interest was decpikned by this contact with Ginling's Presidemt. For the last four
months of the yoar Dr, Wu was speaking in the Foreign Mission Conferences which
were held in thirbty-three of the largest cities of Amerieca. Here, too, she met old
friends and made new fricnds Sor the College. In May, 1934, Dr. Wu was again
absent on a trip to the South Scas, which included visits to Amoy, Hongkong, Canton,
Batavia and Manila. In all of theose places she was welcomed by Ginling girls who
were Vvery happy to see her, and very proud to introduce hor to their friends. In
many of these places she did some spesking, and got a good deal of publicity, which
will be of value to the College in the future. ’

Cooperation with University of Nanking,.

In the summer of 1933 Ginling participated with the University of Nanking in a
Sunmer Institute for Scicnce TeacheTs. A majority of the students were graduates
of Ginling and of the University, The experiment met with very hearty approval of
the government authorities, so much so that this summer similar institutes are be-
ing held in sixteen centers in China. The year is also notable for further devel-
opments in cooperation with the University of Nanking. There has been more real
cooperation in plaming, and a schedule has been arranged which makes easier the
taking of courses in the other institution for students in both,

Neighborhood Work:

The neighborhood work which has been a feature of our life since we came to
the new cempus in 1923 has been broadened during the year, and is reaching out to
more members of the neighborhood, largely small farmers, so that we are through them
somowhat in touch with the rural problems which are of such vital interest at the
present time in China. Money has been secured by gifts from students and faculty,
and by the efforts of these groups from some outside friends, for a building which
will serve as a center for eamunity work, A gift of $1,000 for this came from one
student, and another fairly large gift eame through the effort of the father of
another student who raised money for the building emong his friends,

Improvements have been made in the Sunday School organization: really a
division into two schools, oné of which is for the pupils who attend more regularly
and aere comnected with the Day School, the other for the smaller children and
those who cannot be counted upon for regular attendance, The neighborhood women
and girls have been reached through the work of Miss Lo, who has been a friendly
visitor and evangelist in many of the homes, and by the regular friendly ¥isitor
students and teachers, who keep in touch with the neighbor families,
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Life on the canpus has differed this year in the arrangenent for faculty hous-
ing. Before, we have had onec large group in the Faculty House and othe¥ members of
the faculty have lived in rooms in the students! domitories, This year at Bast
Court a second group of ten have lived together, and had soriething of group life.
all the ecollege houses have been crowded and our riost prossing need at the present
time is provision for increase in aceammodation for students. We have felt an in-
creasing conflict of campus and elassroom activities and need to give some thought
to the relative values of both. The year has been free up to the. very end from any
speeial politieal agitations or social problensa.

Buildings

The new buildings did not actually come into use until April, 1954, Delays dus-
to many causes made it difficult for us to have the use of then Garliqr. As usual
one would wish somo things different. It is hard for nost people to visualizo a
building from the architect's plan. ‘We hope the defoets may be remedied in tine,
and we have had ruch delight, especially in the Library, which has the atmosphere
of academic quiet, most favorable to study. Already we wonder how we could have
done without these. The buildings indicato the interest of students and alumnee,
One student made a gift of $1,100 for library tables. The Alumnae have given a
sereen and platforn furniture for the Chapel, and the senior class is rioking a gifd
for the lamps on the library tables, We realize this year how fortunate we were in
doing our building at a tinc when exchange was so favorable. The average was above
4.70 for a time,while this year it has been sonething under 3,00.

Finances

In other respects the financial. situation is not so happy. The year has seen
an increase in student fees, but a decrcase in Board support and in gifts, which
with the drop in exchange has faced us with a probable deficit at the end of the
year of something over $7,000 on our total budget of approxinately $146,000, as
revised Mareh 1, 1934, For the yoaB 1934-1935 to balance the budget we need
$26,076,50 after noking a cut of $7,540. on the budget based on reasonable
faculty askings which was $148,037. We should get a larper porcentage in China, but
it tokes time to build up a supporting constituency and Ginling is not yet twenty
years olde This year the proportion from fees is 40% which is higher than it has
been, Gifts for ‘buildings and equipment are easier to seeure than money for current
income,

Students

The enrollment, 212, in October, 1953, was the highest in the history of the
College, Of these thirty were seniors and thirty-one members of a special two=year
course in Physical Edueation., There is a slight drop in the percentage of
Christians due to the sizo of the froshman and special Physical Education groups.
Applications for next yoar are larger than before and owr limited space will not
allow for much increase in student enrollment. As before; the demand for the
graduates continues and testifies to the value of the work Ginling is doing. What-
ever field of religious,educational , or social wolfare you entor you will find
Ginling at work, from Caonton to Péiping, from Shonghai into far Szechuon. Twenty
years ago workers of this type wére not to be found in either government or
Christian service. ‘

The elass of 1934 were told by the Commoncoment specker, Dr. Leonard Hsu,that
in dealing with social problems thoy noeded the selentifif attitude and a real
knowledge of and interest in China and hor people; but above all, those who served
must have constancy, without which no grert work ean be accomplished, The College




had the uncxpected honor of having General and Madame Chian Kni-Shek present at
the Bacenlaureate Servicece and in his informnl address General Chiang stressed the
importance of religion in life, and urged the graduates to follow the exemple of
Jesus Christ and serve in His spirit of loving, self-sacrifice. For all who work
in the College nnd go out from it this would be our strong desire.

(Signed) MATILDA C. THURSTON

RECONSTRUCTION WORK IN KTANGSI

The Christian group are making an experiment in a village five 1i from the city
of Li~chuan whieh is the center of the distriet assigned to them. The village is
three to four square li in area and has 300 to 400 families. It is a mountain
village - rather - surrounded by hills as by a wall -~ with very beautiful scenery.

The people are tobacco farmers and the wanen help in the field work, nlthough
almost all of them have bound feet and long hair no signs either of republican
or Communist influence on their customs, In twonty famllics who were visited not
cue girl could read. Most of then had never left the willage, even to visit the
nearby city of Li-chuan; and in spite of the propagmda to which they have been ox-
posed during the last seven or eight years they show almost no signs of the Corrmn~
ist influence in culture and liberal ideas.

Men and wanen are deseribed by the college girls as wvory conservative and
narrow mindeds They "scened strange and afraid of @s;" they had such a bad tine
under the cormunists that they are afrnid of people coning in from outside. The
newcomers will have to breakdown this fear,and convince them that they are their
friends, The Cormunists left behind them so much fear and hate.

They are using a school located in a tenple as a eonter for dhe edueational
worke There are fifty children, five of then girlss The emphasis will be on
education and hygiene to begin with, For the work with wonen they plan to ecall and
2et acquainted, hoping gradually to open some classcs to teach handicerafts. They
foel that the women are not very cager to learn so they will have to be persuaded
and it will take time and patience. There is o fliffieulty of a locnl dialect and
the young missionaries - for that is what thoy are - will have to learn the language
before the women can understand ther,

The group which is starting work on this project of Christian rural reconstru-
ction will number about fifteen. Several of thaa are college graduntes fron
Yenching,Nanking, Ginling, Of the women thers are two Ginling graduates, a nurse,
a Bible woman and there is to be a wonan doctor and two Yenching women. Miss
Bessie Meeker is to be a manber of the groups They will live together and be a
little community, to me not unlike the little companies that worked with Boniface
in Gemany or with Dernard in Clairvoux. They will be nodern in their nethods, but
they are in the midst of nediaeval ways of living and thinking,

Another Ginling girl is working in the project plamed and financed by the
National Economic GCouneil -~ Phocbe Hoh - she has had special training along the
lines of rural work for women and girls and she is to be in charge of a distriect
with center in Nanchang, to organize and supervise such work. She foels that
although physicelly separated from the other Ginling pirls they are "spiritually-
actually working together”. And they nced each other's help, and the help of many
friends who though physically separated nay also be "spiritually-actual ly-working
togother" through prayer and personal intcrest.

M.C.T,




From Address by General Chiang Kai Shek, Ginling College

June 24, 1954
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Knowledge is usunlly divided into two categories, the metaphysical and the
non-metaphysical., Now that you have finished College you have mastered the non=-
metaphysical branches and you should continue the pursuit of the metaphysical,

. particularly religion. Why do we come into the world? Can we live in the world
without any idea of religion? This higher metaphysicnl knowledge concerns itself
with religion nnd things spiritual and answers these quoestions. We are made and
sent into the world with some responsibility for bettering the world; we come with
purpose; we arce to make the world better than it was. A man who is without
religion, who does not place the emphasis on this higher knowledge, is like a man

on a boat in the wideness of nn ocean without a cogpass, A life without religion is
aimless. One without religious ideas can never understand what life really neans,
ond will drift purposlessly without achieving ruch. Religion will enable one to
struggle with a definite purpose toward a finnl gonal.

In the old teachings of Chinese philosophy -spiritual life is emphasized as well
as the intellectunl., Now thet some of you are finishing your college ecareers you
are reaching certain intellectual stnndards, but there is still to be considered
this more serious problem of your spiritual life. Now that you are graduating I
should like to ask if you know vhat Christianity is =-- what does it stnnd for?
Christianity is a religion with a definite goal md a lofty purpose, Jesus Christ,
the Founder, was revolutionary in his conception of living and society. He set
an example of what life ought to be., In His day the Jews were under the oppression
of the Romans. It was Jesus!' purpose to liberate people and ultimately to build
a world brotherhoods Christ care to save the pecple of all the world. As we know,
the Three Principles of Dr, Sun Yet-Sen are evclved from the philosophy of Jesus
Christ, Both were firm belicvers in world brotherhood. With His aim before Him,
Christ was willing to sacrifico. Hc was willing to sacrifice even unto death for
the people,s It is this spirit vhich cmseés men to adore and worship Him. With all
your scientifie training you are going out to serve, but remerber you cannot
render any rezl contribution to sceiety or humnnity unless you serve in tho spirit
of Christinmity - -~ the spirit of sacrifice. This grafuating clnss is going
cut into the world for which it has a responsibility. Will the intcllect nlone
serve to better our country, enviromwent, and the world? No, the intelleet is
not encugh, it rust be nssisted by religion, by the spirit of Christ. As graduates
of a Christian institution, it behooves ymu to strive to gragp the essentinds of
Christionity, for your own benefit as well as for that of others who do not have
the chanece to come into contaet with institutions of a - similar nature.

This is a period when our comuntry is goilng through difficult tinmes, and
with the Christian spirit ~f serviece you can make your contribution to her in
the revival of the nation,




The sixteenth annual Commencement of Ginling College for

Women in Nanking was held on June 26, 1934, A great honor came
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to the College at the Baccalaureate Service on June 24th, when at
the invitation of the President, Dr, Yi-fang Wu, General and
Madame Chiang Kai-shek attended the 3Service, and General Chiang
addressed the graduates informally.’ He stressed the value of
religion in human life and said that in the difficult times through
which China is now passing Christianity is the only thing which
can save the country. He urged the Ginling seniors as graduates
of a Christian institution to go into their various fields of
service for China in the spirit of Jesus Christ, which is the
spirit of sacrifice. The Reverand John G. Mageezof the American
Church Mission (Episcppal) was the Baccalaureate speaker aﬁd
his subject was "The Heart of a Child". He, too commended the
way of Jesus as the best way of life and cha®lenged the graduates
to‘keep God a reality in experience by keeping even to old age
the child=-like heart., The Commencement address was delivered by
Dr. ILeonard Hsu, on leave of absence from Yenching University
and a member of the National Economic Council, 'He emphasized the
importance of maintaining an objective point of view and dealing
with social problems by the scientific method, basing all pro-
grams on real knowledge of and interest in China dnd her people,
whose character gives hope for the future of the country in spite
of preseﬁt~discouragements.

Twenty-nine young woﬁen were graduated. In these days of
unemp loyment it is interesting to note that all these graduates

have positions in the fields for which they are particularly train-

ed. The two graduates who majored in physical education received




3 AT e e o U - R 2 . - o - P . "
B FMWM.ML%MWMRWMW{%ﬂHMMWJWW R B D S T AT T o T e Ry Ty S 7 ey - ty " "
3 . . B .

" : . _ y JUN 26 ,;:,;,.,;é.",;;'l

4

- | 1934

twelve invitations each, and the two who majored in music were

Figd
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almost as much sought after. vOnevgirl who majored in Sociology
will go to Kiangsi to work fﬂi;fgg tiﬁn?§=“avih the Christian
Rehabilitation Service Whiﬁhaﬁanorganized by General and Madame
Chiang Kai-shek in the district of Li Chuan., This district had
been held for years by the communists and is now being used as
an experimental center for this work which is being carried on
with the cooperation of the Christian Church in China. These
twenty-nine young women will joifl;r the two hundred and fifty older
alumnae, going to serve in the rural centers as well as in the
large cities of China, from Canton to Peiping, from Shanghai into
far Szechuen, under the auspices of the government as well as in

mission institutions. Whatever field of religious, educational

or social welfare you enter you will find Ginling at work. Twenty
years ago workers of this type were not to be found in either

government or Christian service,
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June has been a very full month. Dr. Wu got back from
her soubthern trip on the L2th. She had made visits to Amoy,
Hongkong, Canton, Batevia snd Manila. In all of thege places
ghe was welcomed by Ginling girls who were very happy to see
her, and very proud to introduce her to their friends. In many
of these plages, she did some spesking, and got a good deal of
publicitys We have received coples of the papere in Datavia,
with her picture and report of her apeeches., She 4id not feel
thet waes the right time %o make any special appesl for money.
But we all think that her contset in these places and the
interest in Ginling which wss shown preperes the way for future
work in groups of Chinese who are very loyal and able to make
generous gifts to work in which they are interested. I was
gpeecially happy to have her meet in Manilae, my good friends,
Mr. and Mrs., Wright and Bishop and Mrs. Mosher, although I had
aot known of her going to Manilsa in time to make there any
special gonneetion for her.

In the matter of social life, we have been very stron-
wous. The ealendar is full of rehesrsale for thies and for thaet,
80 meny entertsinments being plenned for the elder sistere who
are leaving the college; and every entertainment must needs
have at leept one play. VUsually there ie an IEnglish play, a
Chinese play and a dance interlude with welcoming speech and
Class Song, and then ® speech of thenke by the president of the
Senior clase.

The first party was the Bophomores for the Seniors,
then the Juniors and Preshmen conbined to entertaln the Seniors,
The Practice Scehool had en enter talnment for their friends this
yesr-more plays. They did not have a commensement, because
there sre only two clesses. On Saturday, June 9, the Physical
Bducation department gave & dance resital, for whieh they had
made such careful preparation through the whole texm that 1T
needed only two rehesrsals out on the lewn for the final per-
formence, which wag one of the most interesting entertalnments
of the kind whieh we have ever had at Ginling. There were
geveral very pretty dsnces of different typee, smd then a Peter
Pan Danoee which wess really very lovely.

The Musie Depariment brought their work to & con-
clusion with a reeital on the evening on Saturdsy the Léth,
One of the gwests who had attended all of our similar entertaln-
ments saild she thought 1t wes the best recital we had ever given
It was the first time in the new Chapel, and 1t was a very. enjoy-
able propgemme of Fis Lo and ensemble pleces, snd sengs by
the Clee Qlub and Preghms . That afternoon we had ®ll
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Ginling College
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June has been a very full month. Dr. Wu got back from her southern trip on
the 12th. She had made visits to Amoy, Hongkong, Canton, Batavia and Mehlla., In
all of these places she was wel comed by Ginling girls who were very happy to see
her, and very proud to introduce her to their friends. In many of these places
she did some speaking and got a good deal of publicity. We have roceived copies
of the papers in Batavia, with her plcture and roport of her speoches. She did
not feel that was the right time to make any special appeal for money. But we all
think that her contact in these places and the interest in Ginling which was shown
prepares the way for future work in groups of Chinesc who are very loyal and able
to make generous gifts to work in which they arec intcrested. I was specially
happy to have her'meet in Manila my @ood friends Mr. and Mrse. Wright and Bishop
and Mrs. Mosher, although I had not known of her golng to Manila in time to make
there any special commeetion for her,

In the matter of social life. we have becen very strenucus. The calendar is
full of rchearsnls fo. this and foro that, so mony entertaimments being planned for
the elder sistsrs who are loaving the oollege; and every cuntertainment must needs
have at least one play, Ususdly theve 1s an English play, a Chinese play and a
dance interlude with weleoming gpeech and Class Song, and then a speech of thanks
by the presjident of the Senior classe

The first party was thc Sophomores for the Seniors, then the Juniors and Fresh-
men combined to entertain “ae Seniors, The Practice School had en entertafnment
for their friends this yea. - more plays., They did not have a commencement, becsuse
there are only two classes, On Saturday, June 9, the Physical Education Department
gave a dance recital, for which they had made such coreful preparation through the
whole term that 1t needed only two rehearsals out on the lawn for the final per-
formance, which was one of the most interosting entertnimmonts of the kind which
we have cver had at Ginling, There were several very pretty dences of different
types, and then a Peoter Pan Dance which was really very lovely,

The Music Department brought their work to a conclusion with a recital on
the evening of Saturday the 16th, One of the guests who had attenied all of our
similar entertnimments said she thought it was the best recital we hnd ever given,
It wgs the first time in the new chapel, and it was a very enjoyable program of
piano, solo and cnsemble pieces, and songs by the Glee Club and Froshman Chorus, -
That afternoon we had all been invited t0 a graden party for the American University
Club at the American Consulatc, at which a number of very distinguished people were
present, including Mr. and Mrs, Sun Fo whom I nct for the first time.

The Class Day play was the culminating social featupe of the month, given on
Monday night. I quote here from Miss Joomis accounts= "On Monday evening, June
25th, the Class of 1934 presented the Class Day program before an audience of over
500 guests, An English play, "The Cure”, which had been translated into Chinese,
was given by members of the elass, Miss Djang Deh~wei and Miss Du Gioh~fang of
Shanghai, Miss Lin Yu-Wen of Foochow, and Miss Ong Gwei-siu of Chefoo, had parts
in this play. An operetta "Collegd Sketches", the therme of which centered in the
dvents of a college freshman's life s Was givens All necmbors of the class partici~
pated in the produetion of %his operetta, painting the seenery and writing tho
words which were set to faniliar tunes by merbers of the class, The oparetta wons
attractively costumed and the lighting effects were colorful and cffectives Music
was provided betwoen the play and opereotta®, !
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"COLLEGE OPENS AGAIN™

After the Terrible Heat in July we were almost afraid to come back
in September; but the Opening days were delightfully cool and comfort-
able and through the whole of september we had no hot weather, so our
fears; as is so often the case, were foolish: In spite of the drought
the rains which had come in August had made everything green and the
campus was looking very beawtiful. fThe ¢repe myrtle was in bloom and
we had quantities of the red amaryllis; the roses had begun their later
blooming; ainnias wafe very gay; soon we shall have our glorious chry-
Santhemums. We found it hard o get green vegetables and our garden
has suffered very much from the long continued drought. In the country
around us the situation is pretty discouraging, What survived the
drought was drowned out by the unseasonable rain later in the Season,
and they tell us that after Hovember the food Supply of the region will
be pretty well exhausted, and they will have %o have some Fform of rew
lief work in the country, ‘This is quite wide Spread and it makes a
very great problem for the government.,

_ We began our work with a freshmen program which is more or less
along the same line ag in many colleges in America., It helps to carry
the freshmen through the homesick days and to save them Ffrom the aone
fusion which the new place and the change from schpol %o college ways
of working often produces. They are told about the higtory of the
college; how to use the libraxy, etc.; they are given thelr physical
examinations and rejistered, A1l this is cleared away before the act=
val college vork begins Ffor them, Jeniors were back for = three day
retreat, in which they faced up to their new sgoonsibility &s older
gisters in the college family. Officizl registration was on wepts 7
and classes began on Sepbtember 10. We have & total enrollment of 213
Students which is one more than last year, but represents =z larger
total in regular college courses., Last year thirty-one were specials
in the two year course in Physical Bducation.

Again this means a very serious gk tuation in the way of crowded
living in the dormitories.: ILast gear we had room for over thirty in
the Practice School dormitory, but this year they have three classes
and are making full use of their new dormitory., Their enrollment is
seventy~-four., Now the need is becoming more urgent for the class room
building in connection with the Practice Schools fThey are using one
fourth of the Art®s Building and afllthough we are not crowded in that
building, with the rooms vhich were formerly used for offices and
library available, we are feeling the crowding in the gynnasium, and
the Practice School has no suitable room For agsembly and chapel. We
hope there may be another gift for this building from friends in China,
The Practice School is the laboratory for the Deparitment of Hducation
and a very large part of our service %o China is the training of middle
School teachers which we can do much more efficiently by having a
Practice School under our own control,

The Faculty 1list has practically the same number of names ag last
year. TFourteen of them are new but they represent no increase. Ve lost
four men to government service in which the demand is very much greater
than the supply, I Suppose 1t is inevitable that the school shownld




have to lose, some of our very good men for whom this service opens up

a larger opporbtunity; and of course, in general, larger reward in the
way of salary than a Christian college can offer, ''wo Fformer members
of Ginling faculty were successful in the British Indemity lixamination
lagt gummer; Mr., Chiu from our Chemistry department, and Mr. Li frow
Physics departwent, who are both now gtudying in Englsnd. Mr, Chiu is
Succeeded by Miss Hwang who has her M.h. from Yenching, and in the
Physics Department we have iir. Heiung back with hig ¥h.D. alter two
years at the University of Chicapo. Iiiss Spicer has also refturned after
& furlough year spent in London. Out of the fourteen who are new four
are alumnae who come back familiar with the college ideals and are quick-
ly at howme in the college 1ife: In the faculty group there are htwelve
men and twenty women who are Chinese and twenty foreign women. Resident
on the campus we have nine men and 2 total of thirty-Ffive women, of whom
nineteen are Chinese. '

Our cooperation with the University of Nanking this term has twen-
ty nine Ginling students and two members of the staff taking fiffteen
cgourses at the University and twenty-one University students and Seven
members of the sraff taking seventeon courses in Ginling. In ferme of
student-hours the University is giving us 116 and Ginling is giving the
University 120. fThe exchange satisfies a demand for courses which, if
offered, would be additional expense, and hecause the number of students
baking them would be small, it would be something of an extravagance on
the financial side. Prench, for instance, is nof offered in the Unie
versity this year, and there are twelve University students and staff
members taking this course at Ginling; thirteen Ginling students are
taking a special course of lectures in sociology offered in the Universi-
ty by Dr. Leonerd HsH.

We have a new group in the student body this year-three American
girles who graduated from the American School in Shanghai and are taking
work at Ginling for which they hope to transfer credits to some aollege
in 4merican when they complete their college course; and one boy, the son
of a professor in the University of Nanking is counted in the group,of
University students taking course at Ginling. None of these is a resi-
dent student. 4 good many of the colleges in China are providing in
this way for foreign studentss In some cases the institution seems to
have offered inducements to them to come. It is of course an interest-
ing experiment in internationalism, but the real cause of it is financial
depression. Ior undergraduate students we camnot meet the need of Chinese
students, which of course eS¢ our first responsibility and at the same
time provide the ideal course for American students.

Our financial gituation is more hopeful than it was last March when
we approved our budget for bthe year. After counting out something more
Ghan $7,000 which really should have been included, we had a total of
@140,500uﬁoward which we acould only See regeipts amounting to 114,400

leaving & balance %o be raised of $26,100.In addition we were threatened
with a deficit of more than {7,000 from last year., How we msnaged it I
do not yet understand, but we closed the year with a small balance of
$560,08 and we now have toward the balance to be raised for this year
a grant of $3,660 from the Rockeféller Foundation, and the promise of =
Us>8% $5000twhich i bhergintifigucotihbtted is hoping to secure through fhe
campaign of the Associated Boards, and also promise of a grant from the
Minigtry of Bducabtion of $18,000, Of this only a part can be used %0
balance the budget but it will help to restore some of the things which




were cut out in the reduced budget of last Marsch, With the uncertainty
in exchange, and in the result of any campaign, we still need to plan
with care and have regard to economy in carrying on our work,

We are working on plans for Dedication Exercises and Public Open-
ing of the mew buildings in connection with Founders® Day, which this
year is %o be celebrated on November 4. Xver Since 1927 it hag -geemed
best, because of the fact that we had religious features in our pro=-
gram;, to hold exercises on Sunday instead of on a week day. Last year
we took the risk of having Founders!' Day on Saturday and nothing happen-
edy but here in the capital there seems to be a 1ittle more fear of
public criticism if we omit the ceremony of bowing to the picture of
Sun Yat Sun and reading his will at the opening of any public program.

To combine this with religious exercises seems %o Some people incon-
gistent, seo for this special occasion we are planning the religious
ceremony of dedication on Sunday afternoon and a public opening on Monday
afternoon which will be in the nature of an official program. Whether we
will really get an audience of public dignitaries, and which of the two
exercises will be attended by representives of the Christian colleges who
nay come, remains tc be seen. Some of us wanted to try to combine the

two and not make too much of the oceasion. IFf the sun Yat Sun ceremony
is not « form of idolatzry but merely a recognition and honoring of a man
who has done a great work for his country then there is nothing that would
make prayer to God and recognition -of the Christian character of the
institution inconsistent. I am one of those who has an uncomfortable feel=-
ing about the ceremony and have never been able to bring myself to bow,
When I take part in it in public I pray for China that She may not f£follow
the path of narrow nationalism but See herself as & member of the family
of nations.,

There will be a Founders' Day banquet on Saturday evening followed -
by an-informal entertainment .to which we will invite friends of *the
college. We camnot invite all of them to the banquet which, now with all
the students ineluded, £ills the gymnasium or the guest hall full to over-
flowing. The Sunday exercises will be more less like our MFounders' Day
with the addition of a service of Dedication. On Monday afternocon. there
will be much speach making, followed by & banquet to which some of the
dignitaries will be invited. In the evening there will be a concert at
which Miss Hwang Yu-kweli for a time & student at Ginling (sister of Hwang
Yu-fuh, 1922) and Mr. Benjamin:. Chen (a cousin of Dr. W) will sing,
supported by the music department and students in music. We have a’ con=-
cert rather than a play, because it makes less confusion on ascount of
rehearsals, We found at Commencement time using the same stage for dress
rehearsal on Saturday night, Baccalaureate on Sunday, Class Day play on
Monday night and Commencement Hxercises on Tuesday morning was an im-
possible conjunction of events,

Last night in faculty meeting a very interesting report was presented
by Miss Vautrin of the work of the Appointment Committee from April to Lug.
1934, It shows again the demand which is made for women brained as our '

graduates are trained., There were 115 applications received and only 29
graduates. The majority of the requests were for teachers in iiiddle School;
3 requests were for principals and 3 Ffor deazns. The medical Social case
worker is also being sought affter, and rural workers-7 applications csme

in for them; 17 openings were in ¥.W.C.A, work.iow and then bthereifs diffi-
culty in plasing a graduate who has specialized toonarrowly or who wants to
go into some line of work in which women are not yet desired in any number;
but we have no’ problem of unemployment to trouble us in regard to our

graduates. M. e
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My annual Christmas letter to you this year is to be a copy of a diary which 1
have written during the past year for our Ginling alumnae. If reveals the everyday hap-
penings on our campus and I hope will not be uninteresting., If it confines itselt a little
too closely to Ginling and fails to put you in touch with the greater movements in- China,
I hope you will forgive me.. May I let this printed: letter serve as an answer to the per-
sonal letters which I have had.from many of you during the past year?

Dear Friends:

' 'As the world again sings the Christmas carols of *‘Peace on Earth, Goodwill to
Men", the tenision in China becomes more acute. She is slowly but surely being convinced
that she must become a_strong jmilitary power if she is to secure the place which she
covets in the world family of nations, For several years now all the young men in high
schools, colleges and universities have had to take several hours of military drill each
week under men from military headquarters.’ Last summer most of these students were
required to spend several weeks in a military training camp taking vigorous military drill,
No longer are make - believe guns used. One Christian principal in another part of China
who objected to this militarization of education was severely reprimanded by national head-
quarters in Nanking. This past week we had several city - wide drills in preparation for
air raids, Al the lights on streets and in houses had to be put out while the aeroplanes
roared over, our heads dropping make - believe bombs. Friday while I was coming up the
main  street of the city I passéd as many as ten machine gun squads, At present con-
ditions. are quiet. in Peiping but people from that city say that they do'not know when the
situation may change. =We of the West who say we have been following ‘the teachings of
the Prince of Peace for these many centuries have taught Japan and are now téaching China
that militarism and not goodwill is the strongest force in the world. Can't we of the
.churches of the world stem this.tide and strengthen the hands of the organizations of peace
and cooperation? : : ‘

X Those of you who know Nanking of old would find it greatly changed, To the
east of the city a national park of real beauty and dignity is being developed which has

_not only a place for tombs and memorials to national heroes but also a national athletic
“stadium, a great swimming' pool and an amphitheater for concerts.. 1'm not so enthusiastic

about the development'in'the city where many. residences, mostly of a'cheaply built semi -
foreign style, are going up rapidly and where wide roads are being rather ruthlessly push-
ed through. To me the development in the city is a lost opportunity, Seven years ago
Nanking had the :ppbormnity of being developed into one of the most beautiful national

,capitols.’ Open spaces within the city wall, and all the beauty and variety of Chinese

architecture 'would have mide such a development possible. _

: A very real interest in the rliral 'develbpmént‘oi China is sweeping over the coun-
try. The government .is attacking the problems of the farmers in earnest. ' A rural
Christian project. was started last September in the Province of Kiangsie Seventeen
young men and women, among .the best from the faculties and student bodies of our Chris-

-tian college and universities, have volunteered for this reclamation work, Many kinds

of rural cooperatives have also been started. It is one of the most hopeful movements in
China. e ‘

This letter already too long must be brought to a close. It bears to each of you
my very best wishes for a truly joyous Christmas and a happy New Year.

-

Sincerely your friend,

Minnie Vautrin
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Having failed to send you greetings last Christmas, early this year I decided that
I would keep a diary for you and send it out soon after Founders' Day. I've only half
succeeded but such as it is I send it on with the hope that it will be of interest and will
draw you even more closely to the life of your Alma Mater of which you are even now
such a real part, And so I begin the narrative—

Dear Ginling Alumnae :

January 17,1934, It is final examination week and everybody is busy. To our surprise
who should arrive this morning at seven o'clock but our own Dr, Whu. We knew that
she had sailed from America and had arrived in Shanghai yesterday but because of educ-
ational meetings there she had written that she could not come 'up to Nanking this week,
The temptation to see all of the students and faculty before they scattered for the midyear
holiday was evidently too great for her so she left Shanghai last night and arrived in
Nanking this morning, When she entered Faculty House a shout went up ‘that brought
all but the soundest sleepers from their bedrooms. What greetings followed | Before
she took off her coat she went to all the student dormitories to greet the students and also
to East Court where nine faculty members are living this year. A very large group of
students came to chapel this evening - we are having chapel at 6:30 during examination
week - to hear her talk about her impressions of America., Somehow she made us all feel
that it is only a Christlike loving and forgiving spirit that can unravel and solve the
many difficult problems in the world today, both in the East and in the West.

February 7. You will be interested in the announcement party and feast which the “‘old
faculty’’ attended last night at the home of Mary Chen (1923). We half suspected that
it was to be an announcement party and sure enough it was. When Mary's mother stood
to offer thanks at the beginning of the feast she very beautifully asked for a blessing upon
the newly engaged couple, When the blessing was finished we all arose and offered our
thearty congratulations to Bao Dji-lih (1924) whose engagement was announced to Mr..

: :Ga.o who teaches psychology at the Catholic University in Peiping. The romance started
in the psychology laboratory at the University of Michigan,

February 9. The first assembly of the new semester was held at noon today. Dr. Wy
gave a very inspiring talk, almost a confession, telling how she seemed unconsciously to
idealize China and Ginling while she was travelling in the United States.  She told us
how in many of her talks she stressed the three things which Ginling students through the
years have possessed, namely, (1) An earnestness of purpose in their studies. {2) A
spirit of cooperation and responsibility in the life on the campus - the family spirit of
which we are justly proud. (3) A spirit of service to others as revealed through
neighborhood activities. She urged the students to strive even harder to live up to
these high ideals of our college life,

February 11. I am reminded today of a chapel service which took place in the spring of
1924 - just ten years ago. Today the service was given over to a group which is planning
for a new Neighborhood Project. A campaign which has been carefully planned for
months is being started to raise $2400.00 fora Neighborhood House and $3300.00 for a
Neighborhood Health Center. Some of you to whom I am writing will remember that in
1924 less than one hundred students raised more than nine hundred dollars for our




Neighborhood Day School which we built in the following summer and which has been
faithfully serving the children of our immediate community since that time,

February 13, This evening at 6:45 a new'course was started at Ginling. It is called
Educational and Vocational Guidance. Its purpose is to help freshmen choose their major
courses and consequently their future professions mcre intelligently and thoughtft_llly.
During the semester each department in college will present to the freshmen the openings
and needs in its field and the ability needed to major in that field. Also OU.FS'lde
speakers will be invited to present the professions of nursing, medicine, writing
etc. All freshmen are required to attend these lectures,

February 14. Today is the old China New Year but the old festivities are gone, at least
in Nanking. Personally 1 miss them for I found great delight in your o_ld China New
Year customs.,  Many of them, having grown up slowly through the centuries, have great
social value and it seems to me should be preserved, especially for the sake of the common
people. I believe the Government would do well to make a careful study of thes_e
customs and try to preserve those that make life happier'and brighter for those who toil
so faithfully throughout the long year.

February 16. We are keeping the World Day of Prayer today. Dr. Wu -is l.eading 15he
union service in Chinese in the city and Mrs. Thurston is leading the service in Eng}lsh
at Ginling, The program which we shall use was written by a woman in South Afrlca.
Itis inspiring to think that the women of the world ,will be united in this service of
prayer and praise today.

March 1. I have just returned from my second movie in Nanking. Twif:e in ﬁ‘fteen
years is not a very good record judged by modern standards, it is? The movie was ‘“The
Sign of the Cross™, If you have an opportunity to see it, you should go by all means.
Most people left the big theater sad and silent although many in the audience wete not
Christians. It made vivid what out spiritual heritage cost the Christians of the first
few centuries. It is comparatively easy these days to become a Christian and we some-
times forget that many have had to pay a tremendous- price for the faith and the message
which we receive at so little cost.

March 2. The Ginling Board of Directors is having its annual meeting today. Tyventy
members are present, thirteen Chinese and seven Westerners, Eight of the. th_lrteen
Chinese members'are women. It looks as if we are facing quite a large deficit in the
budget for next year.

March 22. T found the chapel talk today particularly interesting. _Mr. L C. C.hen‘g',
head of our Economics Department talked on the Pei Hwa movement in C%nna which as
you know was started some years ago by Dr. Hu Shih. He showed how it has become
flowery and ineffective as a tool for expressing ideas, He then read a passage from the
New Testament, which in 209 characters porirays vividly and clearly the.story'of the
owner of a vineyard, each sentnece carrying forward the meaning. In closing his talk
Mr. Cheng told the students that if they wished to master the national language they'cou!d
find no better way than to learn a chapter from the New Testament each day. wace in
the last five-years I have heard speakers say that, and yet when I came to China more
. than twenty years ago the Chinese of the New Testament was looked down upon by all
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Chinese scholars, Those men who first translated the New Testament were not thinking
of the style of their Chinese - they had a great message to share with others and they
chose words that would do it clearly and effectively. That after all is the secret of all
creative work whether in art, in literature or in social reform, isn't it?

March 25. Today is Palm Sunday. This afternoon from four to six o'clock in the
chapel of the University of Nanking we listened to a mixed chorus of almost one hundred
voices render ‘“The Crucifixion” by Stainer. Students and faculty from the University,
Ginling, the Theological Seminary and from Central University were in the chorus, The
large auditorium was crowded with probably 1500 people, As I sat there listening to
those wonderful words and the beautiful music my mind went back to March 25th, 1927-
just seven years ago. Some of you will recall that on that day and at that very hour all
the western faculty members of both the University and Ginling were forced to leave
Nanking and for many it seemed that the future of both institutions was dark indeed.
What little faith we have in the power of God to preserve that which is part of His plan

and done in His name.

April 1. It is Easter Sunday. This morning the first service was held in our new chapel,
Although it is the first day of our spring vacation all students had been urged by Dr,
Wu to attend this service and most of them did so. Three students confessed their faith
in Christ as their personal Savior. It was a very lovely and impressive service, The
sermon was delivered by Dr. Li Tien - lu of the Nanking Theological Seminary,

April 2-5. Spring Holiday. Seventy three students and faculty made a pilgrimage
to the sacred mountain of Tai Shan and the Tomb of Confucius. We chartered a third
class car and used that as our abiding place for the four days of our pilgrimage,
Such good fun as we hadl We made the trip up the Mountain and down and out to
the Tomb and back without a single mishap. I could not refrain from comparing the
students of 1934 with those of us who first made the same trip in 1923. The students
moved slowly in those days, like old women. Now they move with energy and
enthusiasm and it is difficult to keep up with them. Several alumae and even two
student mothers went with us this time., On the way back Hu Siu-ying (1933) served
us a. most appetizing breakfast as our train stopped at Hslichowfu. We hope to go
again in 1936 but we are going to limit our number to fifty studenta and ten alumnae.

Apply early if you wish to go.

May 16, Today at Assembly a report was made on our campaign for funds
for the Neighborhood House. We have raised $2600.00. Those giving $15.00 or
more were awarded special pins. The foundations for the new building have been
marked out and we are now waiting for permission from the city government to start

building.

June 1, Another new experiment in college life is started, Today and tomorrow
the seniors are taking comprehensive examinations in their major subject. Also all
sophomores are taking comprehensive tests in Chinese and English - their most essental
tool subjects. Aren’t you glad .you graduated before the days of comprehensives,

June 24, Baccalaureate Sunday. An unexpected honor came te Ginling today
when General and Madame Chiang Kai-shek attended our Baccalaureate Service this
afternoon. General Chiang gave a short sincere testimony bearing witness to his
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faith in Jesus Christ. He stressed the importance of religion in life and urged the

seniors to carry the sacrificial and loving spirit of Jesus ‘out into their work,

June 25, The Class Day Program tonight was given bofore an audience of
500 guests. The most interesting part of the program was an operetta called
"College Sketches” the theme of which centered in the events of a college freshman’s
life.  Many members of the class participated in the production of the operetta,
painting the scenery, writing the words and setting them to familiar tunes. It was
very well given and was g production of which the Class can well be proud,

June 27,  Commencement took place this -morning in the new chapel. Dr,
Leonard Hsii now of the National Economic Council gave the main address.
Twenty nine girls were granted their degrees. Most of them have already decided
upon their work for this autumn. Tomorrow they bagin .to Scatter-probably never to
come together again, That is the sad part of college graduation. ‘Most of the girls
will go into middle school teaching, but this vear two members of the class will go
into rural work.

July 7. The first wedding in the new Chapel building took place this afternoon.
Dr, Bao Diji-lih (1924) was matried to Mr. Gao of Peiping. The wedding was in
the South Studio late in the afternoon and the feast was served in the Guest Hall. We
are happy when college daughters come back home to be married. All agreed that
the bride and the wedding were lovely. We liked the groom too and are happy to
welcome him into our growing family, Twenty six percent of the alumnae are now
married so you see our record is improving.

July  9-23, During these two weeks we have bhad a summer conference for
middle school principals and deans. Seven of our own alumnae came back and also
one dean from 3 contributing middle school, Mr. T. F, Tung, principal of Chung
Hwa Middle: School in Nanking, helped me with the conference by coming over each
morning to lead a dj 51 up on administrative problems. Mrs. Thurston and
i ks on two different afternoons. . I had a course on
of middle school teaching. The following alumnae were with us,
Chen Deh-gwang (1924) Wang Mei-o (1924), Lin Bao-ying (1926), Djang Hsiang-
lan (1928), Swen Bao-hwa (1929), Li Dzi cheng (1929) ‘and Li Mei-yung (1931)
I thoroughly enjoyed teaching the grou be sure that I di
urge them to ask quéstions
The weather was not friendly, for it was fearfully hot all during the conference.
Deh-gwang developed a very painful foot so for soms of the time we had our discus-
sions in her bedroom. Thege “old” alumnae are enjoying the use of the beautiful
new library building. You probably know that 13.4 percent of our 28] alumoae are now
in administrative work in middle schools and colleges,

I
July 9-August 4. During. these four weeks the University of Nanking and Ginling are
conducting a summer school for middle school teachers of science and mathematics,
About seventy are enrolled, T.ast summer a similar conference was held and because of
its success the National Ministry of Education has asked sixteen national and private uni-
versities and colleges to hold similar conferences this summer. Tsu Siu-ying (1930),
Li Pei-lan (1928) and Ning Shi-deh (1933) are back for this conference.
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July 29-September 16. These seven weeks have found me on a rest cure spending most
of the time in bed-about four weeks in Kuling and three weeks in Shanghai in the
Sanitarium. The sciatic nerve in my left leg permitted me to lie flat in bed or to stand
occasionaly but refused to let me sit, a punishment, I suppose, for sitting at my desk too
much, The experience has been a painful discouraging one but it has made me much
more sympathetic with others, Mrs. Tsen says it ought to serve as a warning that I
should take life a little easier from now on. I was sorry to miss the opening week of
college, the Freshman Week Program, the Senior Retreat and other activities. Miss
Spicer returned during my absence from her year of furlough in England. She certainly
looks as if her furlough had rejuvenated her. !

September 17. The Ginling Practice School is now a cowmplete senior middle school. For
the first time we have three classes, in all there are seventy four students. They and
three teachers live happily in their lovely dormitory in the southeast corner of the campus.
They too have a fine family spirit and the college girls will have to work hard if they ex-
pect to keep their dormitories as neat and attractive. We are hoping that some good
friend of education will give us enough money to build a little model home in which we
can teach these middle school girls cooking, sewing and home decoration and management.

October 2. Today I made out the report for the College Appointment Committee. From
January to August we received 115 letters of application. Seventy three of these letters
were for middle school teachers. There were but 29 members in the senior class to fill
these many positions. If a Ginling woman during her years here has prepared herself to

do some piece of work and do it well there will be a positioh open to her. Positions in
rural China and in Social Welfare are opening up to college graduates who are prepared.
Positions in business and in laboratory work are opening up more slowly.

November 3-5. You will have the opportunity to read many accounts of the ninteenth
Founders’ Day Exercises and of the Dedication of the two new college buildings, so I
shall not tell you about them. The Founders’ Day Meal-I dare not call such a simple
meal a banquet-which took place last Saturday evening was the most enjoyable that I have
ever attended. Mary Chen (1923) was the very delightful and witty toast mistress.
Many alumnae were back and 2 goodly number of sons-in-law. A number of former
faculty came also, including Mr. Lindsay Lieuand Mr. S. Y. Shen from Shanghai. The
alumnae song this year was every whit as good as any of the class songs. The banquet
was held in the large guest hall of the Central Building which was gay with class banners.
Dr. Wu read many many telegrams and messages from absent members of the Alumnae
Family, Ifat the first Founders’ Day in 1916 there was still doubt about the future exist-
ence of Ginling, that doubt has long since vanished. Altogether there were more than
forty alumnae with-us that night and I am sure that they must have quite inspired and
awed the students.

November 10-11. Another dedication takes place and this time it is of our new Neigh-
horhood House which is just north of the Day School. Yesterday afternoon the new
building was open for inspection. ,It was gay with red scrolls which different groups had
presented for the occasion. A goodly numbsar of neighbors, espacially women and child-
ren, cam? to see the building. They ware served tea and psanuts by the mambers of the
Girls' Club-a group of neighborhood girls, and were ushered in by members of the Boys'
Club. Both of these clubs are practical projects which are parts of theses bsing written
by students in the Sociology Departmant, Yesterday evening ws planned to havs a. pro-




gram consisting of songs and little plays by members of the girls' and boys' club and the
pupils in the day school, this to be followed by an agricultural movie. Alas! the
crowd was so large that after the first reel of the movie it was decided to close the pro-
gram and let the pecple go home, Today being Sunday we had our first Church service
in the Neighborhood House, and this time it was for men ao well as women, Part of the
service was given by childern in the two Sunday Schools which the students are conducting
and part of it was by students from the Nanking Theological Seminary,. We hope
gradually to develop a small neighborhood church. o 8 '

All of you will be interested in hearing that our day school has been changed this
autumn into a special school for older neighborhood girls, We hope to develop it into a
kind of folk school where teen age girls will have an opportunity to learn those things
which will make then better wives and mothers and happier individuals. The city has
recently opened two large primary schools near us so it was no longer necessary for us to
conduct an ordinary primary school,

We still want very much to raise enough money this year to build the third build-
ing I mentioned, that is the Health Center where we will have room for a Bath House,
Clinic, and Child Welfare Center as well as for living quarters for the day school teacher
and a social worker.

November 15. Today is Mountain Day. This morning more than 200 students and
faculty went to Tsai Shi Gi'a famous mountajn which is four hours journey up the Yang-
tze River from Nanking. It has been a day of fun and fellowship. The view of the
great river and the beautiful autumn colors were most inspiring. We went by truck to

Hsia Gwan and then by a privately rented launch to T'sai Shi Gi.

November 17. As I draw this diary to its close T am sitting on the south upstairs ver-
andah of Faculty House. It is a warm sunny afternoon. Below on the lawn the chrysan-
themums are arranged in a gay display of many colors, the work of the faithful gardener,
Lao Shao, who has furnished us with such a display for the past fourteen years. . The
trees about the pond and on the hill to the back of it are still clad in their lovely autumn
tints. Truly it is a scene of peace and beauty.

By the time this diary is printed and reaches you it will be nearing Christmas, I
therefore tuck in with it my Christmas wish for you in the words of our college motto,
“Abundant Life’, Yes, I wish for each of you abundant physical and intellectual life,
but more than that an abundant life of ths spirit, so deep and full and joyous and so in
tune with the Creator that you needs must share it with all those whose lives you touch.

Sincerely your friend and teacher,

MINNIE VAUTRIN
Ginling College,
Nanking, China
November 17, 1934




Letter from Miss Esther B. Tappert, Ginling College, Nanking, China, Xnwas 1934
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NATIVITY

Tonight the Christ-Child was sheltered
In a rocking cradle on wheels

With & cover of stiff oiled ecloth

For I held Him close to my heart.

No star pointed down to His cradle

No candle shed light through the night
Did you heed, O richsha puller,

That you carried the Godhead tonight?

sokokokokok

The natural boundaries of a Christmas letter seem for me to be the summer
vacation and that weekend near the end of November when T make a flying trip to
Shanghai to make such Christmas purchases as Nanking does not permit, and to
scour off the dullness which tarnishes wits and energies about mid-term. To keep
the chronicle of a half year in China from lengthening out too tiresomely, I shall
try to give you just a series of news flashes and let you assemble them for your-
self,

The first week of July marks the bseginning of the Great Heat which ramains
unbroken for practically two months. Floods of perspiration descend without
cessation day or night., There is no dryncss anywhere but within. By the middle of
July the more fortunate have escaped from the intolernble hent. Ginling faculty

and Nanking community scatter widely: to travel in Japun; to summer in Nogiri,
Japan; to study Chincse, sightseeing, or shop in Peiping; to swim at Tsingteo or
Beitaiho; to lounge, hike or sttond surmer confarences at the favorite mountain
resorts - Mokanshan or Kuling. .

The less fortunate remain until the end of the summer session in early August,
As usual a small group of students remain on the campus throughout the summer,
giving little evidence of their presence, however, until sunset when the strains
of fheir evensong drift over to us at "500" from the farther bank of the willow
shaded pond behind the Guest Hall,

July tentyy finds me on a Chinese river steamer starting on my five hundred
mile trip interior by way of the Yangtze River to Hankow. Over all but a small
portion of the deck sprawl the deck passengers, Chinese military, who sleep, eat and
play in these crowded quarters. Three times a day I make my way over bare legs
and human bodies, straw bedding, rice bowls, teapots and basins, through smells
and creeping and flying things to the dining saloon. At Kiukiang T am transferred
to a cabin forward. The tiny deck space is hardly ever out of the sun , and not
a broath of air stirs over the river. The trip uprivew is longthened by the
necessity of stopping to attach ourselves to a hulk which we help tow from Tatung
to Hankow.

July fourteenth - o six~hour trnin ride on the Hankow-Peiping line and a two-
hour climb on foot brings me at the end of the day after my arrival in Hankow to
the top of Ki Kung Shan in South Honan just over the border of Hupeh Province,
where I spend four and a half weeks of the summer., This is a favorite summer
resort for missionaries from Hunsn, Hupeh, Honan, Kweichow and Szechwan. Since
Ki Kung Shan has been unsafe for severcl years because of Comeunist menace, there
is an atmosphere of rejoicing at its agnin being open for summer residence as well
as cautiousness on the part of the many who have had direct, personal experiences

with Communist bandits. Long excursions into the valleys and over the surrounding




hills are discouraged to my rather impatient regret. A group of us picnic nnd swim
at a deep pool in the East Valley and once alone I explore the West Valley. Into
the sinister but attractive North Valley I look longingly for any sign of Rcee-
marked caps, but all appears peaceful except the forts and the Government soldiers
who guard the hill and Gen. Chang Hsueh—~liang's mansion.

A segregation policy on the part of the Chinesc government has divided Ki
Kung Shan into three communitics: Missionary Valley, Business Vaelley, and the
Chinese community. The Missionary Republic has a conmittee form of govermment,
problems of taxation, of sanitation, of recroation, and so forth, being managed by
2 Gemeral Purposes Coumittee. Ki Kung Shan, like Mokenshan and Kuling is a center
for summer religious conferences.,’ Nineteen or more difforent missions are repres-
ented this surmer, sixteen of which are Lutheran - Norwegian, Swedish, Independent,
United Lutheran, Lutheran United, and so forth. The two specinl speakers at this
sunmer's conferences are Froanch Oliver and Rev. Mellenbruch. Life and thought
enong this group is extremely conservative; but there is genuine sharing of
inspiration and remewal of Christian fellowship in the conmon experience of a
religious revival in these interior proviness. Music on many instrumcnts and
particularly religious songs in the languasges of Northern Europe are a rich and
powerful element in this surmer's experienco.

The Luthernn School for foreign children provides a noteworthy share of the
cultural =nd recreationad actimities of the community. There is an excellent
school orchestra under the direction of Rev. Anderson, principal of the school.
The students participate in athletic tournament s, in religious exerciess, and con=-
certs. With charncteristic Amer icon initiative, some of the boys are engakged in
small business enterprises, such as a drug store, & barber shop, ice cresm and
candy selling,

My great achievement for the summer is the reading of & French grammar and of
Loti's "Les Pecheurs des Islanies."

On August sixteenth in the company of my baggage carrier I descend the
mountain, retufn to Hankow, and after three days in that hotbed,embark in the
British ship "Tatung™ for Nanking. At noon of the second doy I reach Ginling to
find myself the second arrival among foreign faculty members. Despite the con-
tinuance of the excessive heat we struggle with entreance tests which the Ministry
of Educetion requires to be givem in August. We do & minimum of housekeeping
while furniture clutters the corridors and windows stand open to let the sticky
new paint dry. As ecach new arrival is announced the amahs bring a semblance of
order into the needed room. Transient guests of summer acquaintance whom returning
members of the family bring into this melee receive but scant hospitality, I'm
afraid, )

With the usual grinding of wheels college opens during the first week in
September and elasses got under way. An entering cluss of 73 freshmen brings the
total enrollment this year up to 213, of whom 41 are from govermment middle schools,
28 from private schools, and 144 from mission schools. The average age of the
students is 81 years. In addition to students from twelve rrovinces of China we
have two overseas students and threce foreign students. The policy of cooperation
between Ginling and the University of Nanking brings an increasing number of men
students to our classes. Threec attend ny class in Contemporary Poetry and one my
soppomore English courses. A corresponding nunber of girls take work at the
University with the result that classes are beconing more mixed in both institutions.

The long conferences last year between the two heads of the English departments
have brought this change at lenst in practice. Instead of offering a variety of
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unrelated courses covering the whole field eof English literature, we have made four
groups of eourses or unite for English major students, each group representing an
attempt to integrate the work of one smmester. Since the first two yeers of re-
quired work in English arc largely language study, these units are planned for
Juniors and seniors chiefly, but the classes include also & number of students

who are not English majors, All of the elective courses offerecd in one semester
deal with one large field of literature. For exsmple, we are toking this semester
the contemporary period from about 1890 with coursces in conteanporary British and
Americam poetry, contemporafy prose and contemporary drama. The same students do
not necessarily tuke all of these courses, but the English majors and others in
any of thesec classes who elect to do so meet together in a fourth group thieh is
called a cultural backgrounds seminar, In this sauinar we try through a series

of lectures and discussions to discover what are the movements historical, economic,
and social, and what the trends in philospphy, rusic and art of the last fifty
years. For the lectures in other fields we have drawn up merbers of various
departmonts. We of the English departient are now faced with the problem of show-
ing the interreclation of those moveronts with British and Anerican literature of
the peried. Next sanester we are proposing to deal with Continental Eurpenn
literature and in the following two semestoers with English literature of the 16th
through the 19th ecnturies. The experiment has proved stirmlating and instructive
tc us at smy rate, whether or not it morks any great educational advance,

In October the rusic departrent has its birthdoy celebrated by the presentation
during a speclal birthday dinner of on originol operetta called "The Phantor of the
Opera”. Threc membors of the music departreant have Octobor birthdoys and mine,
coming in the same month, is jointly celebrated. A rusiecal menu is served. The
cook achieves his mastorpicee in n four-storey birthday cake which is brought in,
surmounted by a lighted eandle, at the end of the feast. One end of the "500"
dining room is used for the perfomuance of the operetta. The enndle footlights
shed a soft light upon the scene from thelr station in a row of persirmons.

The ladies of the rwusic departrient are first shown when in enrly childhood the love

of opera was borns In the succeeding episcdes that love grows, but over them hangs

the shadow of the phontoum of the opera who pursuecs them plotting his revenge. In

a final scenc at Ginling on a Saturday night his revenge is complebe, and he engages
in a dance of vietory over them. The play closes with a dramstie (or melodramatic)

appeal by the other departnents for an opera to be conposed by the music department

itself,

A more gerious dronatic perfomiance entitled "Our Neighbours® Neeods" is
given by the menbers of the Ginling Y. W. C. A. on Sunday evening, October 28th,.
This is the day for the annual appeal to the students and faculty for funds to
_carry on the Y. W. progran for the year. A preseatation cof the story of the Good
Samaritan is followed by o roalistic prosentation of the needs of a poor family
in our own neighborhcod. The College Y. W. has a budget of $1319, of which nearly
$800 in gi fts is pledged this evening. $747 is to be spent in trying to lessen
the ignorance in our neighborhood through the Duy School, women's meetings, and
the Sunday School. $200,00 1s assigned to trying to relicve sickness through the
clinie and the bath house. $100 goes to helping people in need by means of charity.
$50 is o missiomary gift to the Yunnan mission. $180 is for the promebtion of fellow-
ship with students in Nanking through the Christian Students'! Union; in China through
the National Y. W; and in the world through mewbership in the World Student
Christian Federation. $42 is intended for helping prasote fellowship within the
College through the work of the devotional and soeinl comiittees.

The Social Sarvice Seetion of the Woman's Club of vwhich I om & member has a
service progran which includes assistanee in main¥nining a bath house for the poor
at the Ming Peh Socizl Center, support of a nedical case worker st the University
Hospital, free hospital eare for the poor, support of a boarding home experiment
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carried on under the direction of the Ginling sociology department, assistance in
giving training in wool-weaving to a group of former silk weavers who would other-
wise be unemployed becasuse of the slump in the silk industry. The total budget for
this year is $2500 which is raised largely among the missionary community, that is,

from a group of people who receive for their years of training, experience and
servi ce hardly more than a bare living and the privilege of being engaged in a work
for which money will never pay.

November 25 - We have cnjoyed agein this week reports given by Mr. Shepherd,
Executive Secretary of the Christian Rural Service Union in Li Chuan, Kiangsi, of
the progress of the Kiangsi project of rural reconstruction in the areas retaken by
the Government forces from the Communists. This is a Christian project undertaken
at the rcquest of and sponsored by the Chinese Government. Two Ginling girls are
in the work at Li Chuan, girls of keen minds and churacter. This work is drawing
to it men and wamen of the finest type, college graduntes, who are meking for their
own people the same sacrifices, meeting the same objections from friends and
relatives, and working under the some difficulties as did the carly missionaries,
Their first task is to win confiidence among people who have been twice deceived
and exploited, by the Communists and by the Chinese army. Thoy live asmong the
country people and rcceive, in money, only cnough to supply them with food and coarse
cotton clothing. VYet Mr. Shepherd specks with high praise of their enthusiassm,
their loyalty to the work, their high-minded and high~principled contribution to
the life of the group nand the people whom they are there to help. Here is young
China truly carrying on to others according to their neceds the Life which they
themselves have received in their ycars of Christian education.

Barly in November our owmn new Community Center for our neighborhood people is
dedicated. It is a modest gray brick housce, Chinese style, with an auditorium and,
adjoining, & amall reading room, The moncy has been raised by the Ginling students.
The new building is a maote to the Day School built a number of years ago and is
within the ssme court. Here are nlso the clinic and bath house. Among the regular
activities that are conducted arc industrinal work for boys amd men, an elementary
school for girls, women's meetings, Sunday School, Sunday church scrvice in which
the Nanking Union Theological Seminary students take part, famers' meetings, and
an English elass for older boys of the neighborhood. In this last-nemed work two
hours a week with the Boys® Club I find some of the livest work of ny weeks

November fourth and fifth are festrd days at Ginling. The celebration of
Founder's Day is made the oceasion for the dedieation of the two new buildings,
Chapel-Music Hnll and Library-Aduinistration Building shich we have occupied since
last spring. On both Sunday and Monday afternoons there are specisl exerciees in
the Chapel with academic processions and distinguished speckers, I look from my
sent among the faculty on the platform out over a bank of chrysantherms into a
crowded auditorium. The ceremonial black of the students' dresses with their
plain straight lines, the dark earnest faces of the entire audience, the bwrown pews
and rear balcony give an atmosphere of alnost sombre solemnity to the oceasion,
hrightened by the rich red of the massive pillars amnd the red, blue, green, white,
black and gold designs of the ornate ond colorful beouis overhend. Of the whole
group, students, aluunae, and suests, but theee have gray or white hair and they are
foreigners, To this audionce Dr. T. H. P, Sailer, Ph. D., of New York City gives
his stirring address, emphasizing the place of response in true edueation,

a response dirceted and controlled by purpose which in turn rust be outgoing in
human relations, o rcesponse which imst be in proportion to the depth and brendih
of purposes and sympathies,.

Again- on Monday afternoon a large audjience assembles for the Formal Opening
at which distinguished (uests represcnting the city of Nanking, the Ministry of
Education, and various universities are pressnt, The speakers are the Hon.H.H.
H. Kung, Vice President of the Executive Yunn and Ministor of Finance; Mr. Wang




Shihehi, Minister of Education, and Dr. Hu Shih, prouincnt leader of the literary
revolution in Chinn. With characteristic Chinese eloquonce and hunor these three
spenkers hold the cttention of their audience as they spenk respectively of the place
of literature and rusic in higher edueation, of the need for beauty as well as
practicability in college buildings thnt are to be pormanent institutions, and of
the gains and losses, the opportunities and obligations, that have come to women

with modern edueation.

Over three hundred students and nlumnie, frculty and foruer morbers of the
staff, and friends of the College arcpresent at the Founder's Doy Banquet in the
Guest Hall on Soturday evening. A simple Chinese menl inkeeping with the principles
of the New Life Movement is served. Affer the tonsts and singing of elass songs,
the history of the Ginling buildings is presented in the auditoriun through "an
original presentation of a dramatice nature™ entitled "If Buildings Spoke".

The formol opening of the auditoriun is celebrated on Monday evening with a
coneert by two soloists and College students.

December 2, 1934 - The one serious cbstacle to our complete enjoyment of our
new buildings at this season of the year is that as yet therc is no heat. Our own
well water is so herd that it cannot be used in the new ecentral heating plent, and
we can expect no heat until after duo deliberati%ﬁ“the connection with city watoer
can be made, Meanwhile I spend as nagy of the hours between closses as possible
in my own room at East Court which has s scuthern exposure and whiech I an heating
soriewhat more successfully this year with a small kerosene oil henter. We are two
foreign and eleven Chinese frculty members who live at East Court now, and a very
congenial and happy group, in spite of or perhaps because of our sharing of these
rather primitive living conditions.

I have had my white "hospitad" furniture pointed ivory to mateh the eream-
colored plaster wnlls, Mauve curtains and green cushions lend color. The floor
covering is a Nenking grass rug, & natural cemter and dark brown border. My table
and extra choirs, alsc Nanking prcducts, are of wicker. My asparagus fern was care-
fully kept through the summer by the gnrdner and returned to me in the fall with
many vigorous new shoots. Won't you sit by my fire and take o cup of tea while you

share your experiences with me? A letter would help to create the illusion,

To you, each and all, my very best wishes for Xmas and the New Year.
Sincerely yours

ESTHER E.TAFPERT

Ginling College
Nanking, China
Xnas. 1934




RIDING THE TIGER
by Harry Cerr
(Houghton Mifflin, 1934)
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In Nenking is one of the finest colleges for women in the
world ~ the Ginling Girlast College. Its president is Yi-fang Wu, who,
T am willing to wager, is the most beautlful dostor of philosophy 1n
the world. She has her degree from the University of Miohigen and is
one of the outstanding figures in the modern thought of China, She had
the seme ides &s the other professors I had interviewed. It is Chinats
task - if fubure politioel combinations ere to be made = to ralse her-
self to & position from which she cen negotilate on equal terms. Dr. Wu's
conocern and ipterest is with the changing social life of China - the
development of the Chirese women to be a power and influence in the
world, In their hands lies the future direction of Chinase life,

By way of editorial interlude I might say that I found much the
seme thing all over the world - especially emong people who are still
sitting in derkness. The Indien women, home from boarding~-school, 1s
the hope of a rebirth of the Indisns. A thoughtful Mexican told me one
dey, tMexico will begin to be & rich and great nation when the Mexicen-
Indien women is relemsed from the toil of pounding corn on her metato,.t

Dr. Yi-fong Wu sald that China is being changed in structure
end essence by two important reforms. The Chinese daughter has equal
rights with the brothers, inheriting property in equal shares, It
follows that the birth of a daughter is no longer a domestic tragedy.
No worda could ever tell of the oruelty and bitter sorrow that this ef=
faces,

Just as important an influence is co~edusation, The propinqui-
ties of modern education are making for love marrisges. The anclent civi-
1izstion of Chine was rooted in what amounted to treaty merriages - arrango-
monts between families for self-interest, Marriages for love have been
followed by separate houses for young married couplos., Communal dwellings
are giving way to individual dwellings. It goes without saying that this
will have a bearing on Chinats economic life, $Whatever happens politieally,
China must go aheod,! said Dr. Wue. !The door has oponed; wo must go through.!
Dr. Wu is hersclf o living example of the chango sweeping over Chino, As
o small doughtor of the aristoeracy, she started toword o purdah seclusion
with bound foet thot would have sont her hobbling through life, o oripple,
subjeot to the whim of whatever husband wos selocted for her. She has novor
morried, olthough she is o woman of unusucl ond striking beauty, The ex-
tont to which thesc superior inmtelloots will offoet and influence the fu-
turc rolotions of Chino townrd tho world ond toward life aro problomatic.




Training Leadership for Chira Today and Tomorrow.

The age-old land of China has not been cruel to her daughters, she has
merely withheld from them the same type of education that she has given to her
sons« For centurids and centuries, the place of woman in China has been in the
home. Therefore, it has seemed fitting and proper that she should be given the
type of education that would meke her a dutiful daughter-in-law, an obedient
wife, and a contented mother. Accordingly, she has been taught the etiquette of
the home, management of the home and of servants, skill in doing exquisite
embroidery, and that self-control which would enable her to modestly teke her
place in the background of the home ,--at least while she was young. It was to
the mother and the grandmother that this education of the daughter was entrusted.
For a woman to study to be a teacher, a doctor, & nurse, & writer, or a social
worker was just not thought of. Had one visited China even as late as 1800, he
would not have found g single institution of higher learning for women, nor one
which would even dccept her as a student. Not that such institutions were
opposed to giving education to women,~--they had not considered it necessary to
Chinese society, even if it had been the proper thing Go do.

By 1905, the most thoughtful Christian women educators from the West who
were in oharge of mission elementary and high schools, were convinced that their
Christian contribution would be handicapped and retarded until there were well-
trained Chinese women to take places of leadership in the life of the growing
church and in the Christian educational program. Accordingly in Peking in 1905,
Yenching College for ™omen was founded. From the first it was a union under-
taking fostered by the several mission boards having work in Borth China.

By 1912 the same need for trained women leaders began to be felt in the
great Yangtze Villey,--that great central basin of China which is as large or
larger than our own ilississippi valley. In that same year, a committee was
appointed to formulate tentative plans. No mission board could finance such
an undertaking alone, and it was fairly cleer from the beginning that it should
be a union undertaking. Some of the mission leaders, especially the men,-~were
skeptical, and insisted vehemently that it was too early even to consider such a
need. Little did anyone realize how fast the women of China would move forward
in their demands for & modern education when once they saw the need of it. But
women missionary leaders were convinced that it was not too early; and by faith,
and by courageous effort, the plans were pushed forward.

Consequently in 1915, Ginling College modestly and somewhat hesitatingly

" opened its doors,~-"moondoors" they were. Its first home was in one of the old
official residences of the Li Hung-chang family,--a rambling building with
almost one hundred and fifty rooms and the remmants of what was once a lovely
rock garden. This first college home was not very far from the Bast Gate of the
city and olose to the old Menchu city, which had been so completely demolished
in the Revolution of 1911. There were four teachers and nine students in that
first college family, and throughout that first year it was not at all certain
thet the venture would materislize into a real college for women. Perhaps the
dream had been undertaken too soon. But there was a steady and sure growth.
Bach year saw the size of the student body doubled, until by 1918 no further
growth was possible in the 0old college home. More space, more and larger class=-
rooms, & larger library, and more dormitories, were needed for the growing
institution. Tn 1919 the first class of five young women finished the course
and received their degrees. Dr. Yi-fang Tu in whose capable hands the leader-
ship of the college has been placed since 1928, was a member of that first small
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class. ™hether or not the college was needed was no .longer a question.

For almost seventeen years Ginling College has heen making her contribution
of culture and Christian training. Her alumnae family which now numibers one
hundred eighty-eight, is the best evidence of the service she has, and is,
rendering to the womanhood of the new China and the cause of Christian education.
These one hundred eighty-eight young women are today serving in thirteen
provinces of China, from Manchuria in the far northeast to Yunnan and Szechuan
in the far southwest and west., They are also found in five of the countries to
the south of China where there are Chinese populations, nemely, the Philippines,
Formosa, Java, the Straits Settlement and Penang. The story of what these
fearless young leaders are doing for China is & gripping narrative.,

Practically seventy per cent of all the graduates are engaged in education-
al work of some kind. This vocation has opened to the women of China more
easily than other vocations,--as it did in the West, More than one hundred
are teachers; largely in mission, private and government high schools, a.lthough
a small but increasing number are teaching in colleges and normal schools as
well. Almost twenty-five are in educational administration,--principals and
deans of high schools, supervisors of days schools, and one is the president
of a college. ™ho can measure the influence of this group of women? They are
touching the lives of thousands of the youth of China, Meny of them have been
required to shoulder heavy responsibilities such as only mature men and women
of the West would be called upon to carry, but so great is the demand for
trained leaders that youth must be enlisted before it is ready.

Fifteen of the alumse are engeged in some form of social service through
the Young Women's Christian Association, the Community Church, or the govern-
mentts new social service program. In the Young Women's Christian Association
you will find one whé is a national industrial secretary, another who is a
national student secretary, and still others who are city general secretaries,
or secretaries of rural work for women. Down in the great, but awful, city of
Wusih where there are already more than fifty silk, cotton, and flour factories,
and which is rapidly becoming industrialized,--two alumnae are courageously
attempting to improwe the conditions under which young women and girls are
forced to work. Still snother is giving her time to the new Child Welfare
program which the government is starting in the city of Nenking. And, as China
comes to feel that she is forced to modernize more and more, she will have need
of trained women for all types of social service leadership.

Fourteen in the field of medicine, are either doctors, or studying to be
doctors or nurses. Of the former, several are in charge of women's sections of
hospitals. One is assisting in the national public health service with head-
guarters at Peiping.

There is another small group who are serving through the field of writing.
Three are on the editorial staffs of magazines, (one of these has her own
magazine), one is on the staff of the magazine of the Neational Young Women's
Christian Association, and still another is editing the magazine gotten out by
the Netional Christien Literature Society. Two give their time to the writing
or translating of Christian Literature for the youth of the Church.
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And last but not at all least, forty have already married and are both
consciously and unconsciously ecreating ideals and standards for the type of
new home which is so rapidly supemeding the sge-old home of the China of the
pas‘b.

As we watch this stream 1engt§% and broaden, we are confident that with
a goal held high and true, we are indeed working with God to create the leaven
which in the years to come will leaven the whole mass of Chinese life.

Yours in His Service,

Minnie Vautrin
Meémber of the Education Department
Ginling College
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How the Ginling College Studenys are Sharing with Their Neighbors.

The new college home,~-seven beadtiful buildings with their graceful curving
roof's and spacious classrooms,-were t6 be finished in June. In July, soon after
conmengement, the college was to move from its old home in the eastern part of
the city of Nanking,4over %o the new home nestling in its little valley near the
West Gate.

As students and faculty begen to think of their new home, they also
began to wonder about their new neighbors,-who they were, what they did for a
living, and where thetr children went to school, The curiosity became so great
that in May a committee of thrée was appointed,-two students and one faculty
member,-to meke a survey of the new neighborhood. So for a number of weeks each
Saturday afternoon found the committee of three going from home to home, intro-
ducing themselves and telling the purpose of their visit.

They found the people to be very simple end friendly folk. Many
were farmers or gardeners, living in little thatched-roof houses and working
hard from early dawn until dark, day in and day out; some were,weavers with one
or two looms in their own homes,-looms on which they were weaving the most
delicately colored tapestries and satins; and still others were carpenters and
ricksha men. No matter how simple and poor the little home, there was always a
cordial welcome, and very freguently a cup of refreshing fragrant tea.

The Committee found that there were about one hundred and fifty
children of elementary school age. in the neighborhood.There was but one little
private schoel,wherc about twenty chbldren studied the Books of Confucious and

the Thrée Character Classics. Practically none of the mothers and older sisters

in the house could read the Chinese books of even the gimplest kind., When this
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report was made to the student body, it was decided that as'soon as possible a
little day school must be opened,-a school where little children should not only
be taught to read and wr;té but where they would also learm how to keep their
bodies strong and well, anq to know about Jesus and His love for little children.
During the first mﬂﬁths on the hew campus,life was too filled with settling
in the ﬁéﬁ home to be able to give bimb 6 a day school for the neighbors; but by
the second semester a teacher was secured and a little school started in the
college gatehouse. The room was outgrowh almost from the first. Then it was
decided to look for a larger one. There was an old ancestral hall to the west
of the college,—a building which had been built there before Columbus discqvered
America,~but after much deliberation it was decided that this was too far from
the caﬁpus. It was then decided that a new building must be built by the college
-for this day school. But where was the money coming from? Someone suggested that
instead of asking others for money with which to build, it should be seen first
what could be raiscd on the college campus itself. The faculty promised that for
every two dollars raised by students they would give one additional dollaf°
It was decided to ask the College president to give over one chapel
service for the purpose of presenting the need of the new day~school, in order to
raise the funds to at least begin building. The service was very carefully and
thoughtfully planned. There were threc speakers in all. One spoke of the need
in the neigﬁborhood,-the one hundred and fifty children with no modern Christian
school; one spoke of the responsibility of a Christian college woman for the
childhood of China; and still amother spoke of the meaning of true giving. Then
thé pledge élips were passéd out to the ninety~five students,-~the faculty had
said they Woulﬁ make théir pledge later. When the pledges were added up it was
found to be more than $900.00 of Chineose curfency! with the $450.00 promised by

the staff, there was plenty to begin at once with the new building.
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During the spring a small picce of land was purchascd near the college
campus and & little school house was plamned to contain two class rooms, &
small hall, and a little reading room. During the sSummer the building was
complcted; and in the autumn it wans dedicated.

Year aftor year since that autumn of 1924, the little day-school has been
opened. Last year there were fifty little boys and girls studying there,~-
lenrning to work, learning to play, ond learning those things that make life

richer gnd better. Each Sunday afternoon there is a very modern little Sunday
School held there, conducted by o group of the Ginling students. The budget for
running both the day=school and the Sunday School is paid by the studentsg Y.W.C.A.
In addition to these schools twice ench week a clinic is held for any of the
neighbors who are ill: Thus the motto for tho College,- "Abundant Life",- is
being made a reality by the studonts as they share their good gifts with their

neighbors.

-Minnie Vautrin
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Letter from Miss Bsther E. Tappert, Ginling College, Nanking, China, Xqas 1954

NATIVITY

Tonight the Christ-~Child was sheltered
In a rocking cradle on wheels

With a cover of stiff oiled cloth

For I held Him close to my heart.

No star pointed down to His cradle

No candle shed light through the night
Did you heed, O richksha puller,

That you carried the CGodhead tonight?

Aok skokek ok

The natural boundaries of a Christmas letter seem for me to be the summer
vacation and that weekend near the end of November when I make a flying trip to
Shanghai to make such Christmas purchases as Nanking does not permit, and to
scour off the dulluess which tarnishes wits and energies about mid-term. To keep
the chroniele of a half year in China from lengbthening out too tiresomely, I shall
try to give you just a series of news flashes and let you assemble them for your-
self,

The first week of July marks the beginning of the Great Heat which ramains
unbroken for practically two months, Floods of perspiration descend without
cessation dgy or night. There is mo dryncss anywhere but within, By the middle of
July the more fortunaote have escaped from the intolernsble hent. Ginling faculty
and Nanking community scatter widely: to travel in Japnn; to summer in Nogiri,
Japan; to study Chinese, sightseeing, or shop in Peiping; to swim at Tsingtao or
Beitaiho; to lounge, hike or attend summer confarences at the favorite mountanin
resorts - Mokanshan or Kuling.

The less fortunate remain until the end of the summer session in early August,
As usual & small group of students remain on the campus thronghout the summer,
giving little evidence of their presence, however, until sunset when the strains
of fheir evensong drift over to us at "500" from the farther bank of the willow
shaded pond behind the CGuest Hall,

July tently finds me on & Chinese river steamexr starting on my five hundred
mile trip interior by way of the Yangtze River to Hankow. Over all but a small
portion of the deck sprawl the deck passengers, Chinese military, who sleep, eat end
play in these crowded quarters. Threce times a day I make my way over bgre legs
and human bodies, straw bedding, rice bowls, teapots and basins, through smells
and creeping and flying things to the dining snloon. At Kiukiang I am transferred
to a cabin forwnrd. The tiny deck space is hordly ever out of the sun , and nob
a breath of air stirs over the river. The trip upriver is lcngthened by the
necessity of stopping to attach ourselves to a hulk which we help tow from Tatung
to Hankow.

July fourteenth - a six-hour train ride on the Hankow~Peiping line and a two-
hour climb on foot brings me at the end of the day after ny arrival in Hankow to
the top of Ki Kung Shan in South Honan just over the border of Hupeh Province,
where I spend four and a half weeks of the summer., This is a favorite summer
resort for missionaries from Hunan, Hupeh, Honan, Kweichow and Szechwan. Since
Ki Kung Shan has been unsafe for severul years becausce of Comsmunist menace, there
is an atmosphere of rejoicing st its again being open for summer residence as well
as cautiousness on the part of the many who have had direct, personal experiences

with Communist bandits. Long excursions into the valleys snd over the surrounding




hills are discoursged to my rather impatient regret. A group of us pienic and swim
at a deep pool in the Tast Volley and once alone I explore the West Valley. Into
the sinister but attractive North Valley I look longingly for any sign of Roc-
marked caps, but all appears peaceful except the forts and the Government soldiers
who guard the hill and Gen. Chang Hsueh~liang's mansion.

A segrogation policy on the part of the Chinesc governnent has divided Ki
Kung Shan into three communitiecs: Missionary Valley, Business Valley, and the
Chinese community. The Missionary Republic has a ecommittee form of government,
problems of taxation, of sanitation, of recreation, and so forth, being managed by
2 General Purposes Comittee. Ki Kung Shan, like Mokanshan and Kuling is a center
for summer religious conferences. Nineteen or nore different missions are repres-
ented this summer, sixteen of which are Lutheran - Norwegian, Swedish, Independent,
United Lutheran, Lutheran United, and so forth. The two speeinl speakers at this
- sumer's conferences are French Oliver and Rov. Mellenbruch., Life and thought
anong this group is extremely conservative; but there is genuine sharing of
inspiration and renewal of Christian fellowship in tho common experience of a
religious revival in thess interior provinces. Music on many instrumonts and
particularly religious songs in the langunges of Northern Furope are a rich and
powerful element in this surmer's experienco, :

The Lutheran School for foreign children provides a noteworthy share of the
cultural sand recreationad actimities of the conmunity. There is an excellent
school orchestra under the direction of Rev. Anderson, principal of the school.
The students partiecipate in athletic tournaments, in religious exerciees, and con~
certs. With characteristic Americon initiative, some of the boys are engaged in
small business enterprises, such as a drug store, a barber shop, ice cresm and
candy selling.

My great achievement for the summer is the reading of & French grammar and of
Loti's "Les Pecheurs des Islandes.”

On August sixteenth in the company of my baggage carrier I descend the
mountain, retufn to Hankow, and after three days in that hotbed,embark in the
British ship "Tatung" for Nanking., A% noon of the second doy I reach Ginling to
find myself the second arrival among foreign faculty members. Despite the con-
tinuance of the excessive heat we struggle with entrance tests which the Ministry
of Education requires to be given in August. We de a minimum of housekeeping
while furniture clutters the corridors and windows stand open to let the sticky
new paint dry. As each new arrival is announced the amiths bring a semblance of
order into the neceded room. Transient guests of summer acquaintance whom returning
members of the family bring into this melee receive but scant hospitality, I'm
afraid,

With the usual grinding of wheels college opens during the first week in
September and classes got under way. An entering class of 73 froshmen brings the
total enrollment this year up to 213, of whom 41 are from govermment middle schools,
28 from private schools, and 144 from mission schools. The average age of the
students is 81 years, In addition to students from twelve provinces of China we
have two overseas students and three foreign students. The policy of cooperation
between Ginling and the University of Nanking brings an increasing number of men
students to our classes. Three attend 1y class in Conbenporary Poetry and one ny
sopkomore English course. A corresponding numbor of girls take work at the
University with the resul% that classes are becoming more mixed in both institutions,

The long confercnces last year between the two heads of the English departments
have brought this change at least in practice. Instead of offering a voriety of




unrelated courses covering the whole field of English literature, we have made four
groups of courses or unite for English major students, each group representing an
attempt to integrate the work of one semester. Since the first two years of re-
quired work in English are largely language study, these units are planned for
Juniors and seniors chiefly, but the classes include also & number of students

Wwho are not English majors. All of the elaective courscs offerecd in one semestor
deal with one large field of literature. For exemple, we are taking this senester
the contemporary period from about 1890 with courses in cont anporary British and
Americen poetry, contemporaBy prose and contemporary drama. The some students do
not necessarily toke all of these courses, but the English majors and others in
any of these eclasses who eleet to do so meet together in a fourth group which is
called 2 cultursl backgrounds seminar, In this sauninar wo try through a series

of lectures and discussions to discover what are the movements historical, economic,
and social, and what the trends in philospphy, rmsic and art of the lnst rifty
years. For the lectures in other fields we have drawn up members of various
departmonts, We of the English departrient are now faced with the problemn of show-
ing the interrelation of those moverents with British and Anerican litorature of
the peried. Next somester we are proyposing to deal with Continental Furépenn
literature and in the following two somesters with English literature of the 16th .
through the 19th conturies. The experiment has proved stimalating and instructive
to us at any rate, whether or mot it mrrks any great educaticnal advance,

In October the rusic departrient has its birthdoy celebrated by the presentation
during a speclal birthday dimner of an original operetta called "The Phantor: of the
Opera". Threc membors of the nusic dopartrnent heave QOctober birthdays and nmine,
coming in the same month, is jointly celebrated. A rmsical memu is serveds. The
cook achieves his masterpicce in a four-storey birthday cake shich is brought in,
surmounted by a lighted ecandle, at the end of the feast. One end of the "500"
dining room is used for the perfomance of the operetta. The enndle footlights
shed a soft light upon the scene from their station in o row of persirmons.

The ladies of the nusic departrient are first shown when in enrly childhood the love
of opera was born. In the succeeding episcdes that love grows, but over them hangs
the shadow of the phantam of the opera who pursucs them plotting his revenge. In

a final scenc at Ginling on a Saturday night his revenge is complete, and he engages
in a dance of vietory over thers The play closes with a dramatic (or melodranatic)
appeal by the other departrients for an opera to be coriposed by the music department
itself,

A mcre serious dramatic perfomance entitled “Our Neighbours™ Needs" is
given by the members of the Ginling Y. W. C. A. on Sunday evening, Octcber 28th.
This is the day far the annual appeal to the students and faculty for funds to
carry con the Y. W. progran for the year. A presentation of the story of the Good
Samaritan is followed by a renlistic prosentation of the needs of a poor fariily
in our own neighborhcod. The College Y. We has a budget of $1319, of which nearly
$800 in gifts is plodged this svening. $747 is to be spent in trying to lcssen
the ignorance in our neighborhood through the Day School, women's meetings, and
the Sunday School. $200,00 is assigned to trying to relicve sickness through the
clinic and the bath house. $100 goes to helping pecple in need by means of charity.
$50 is a missionary gift to the Yunnan nission. $180 is for the prometion of fellow-
ship with students in Nanking through the Christian Students! Union; in China through
the Naticnal Y. W; and in the world through nonbership in the World Student
Christian Federation. $42 is intended for helping pranote fellowship within the
College throuch the work of the devotional and sceinl committees.

The Social Service Seetion of the Woman's Club of vwhich T & & member has a
serviee progran which includes assistance in maintaining a bath house for the poor
at the Ming Peh Social Cemter, support of a nedical ease worker st the University
Hospital, free hospital eare for the poor, support of a boarding home experiment
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carried on under the direction of the Ginling sociology department, assistance in
giving training in wool-weaving to a group of former silk weavers who would other-—
wise be unemployed because of the slump in the silk industry. The total budget for
this year is $2500 which is raised largsly among the missionary community, that is,
from a group of people who receive for their years of training, experience and
service hardly more than a bare living and the privilege of being engaged in a work
for which money will never pay.

November 25 - We have enjoyed again this week reports given by Mr. Shepherd,
Executive Secretary of the Christian Rural Service Union in Li Chuan, Kiangsi, of
the progress of the Kiangsi project of rural rcconstruction in the areas retaken by
the Government forces from the Communists, This is a Christian project undertaken
at the request of and sponsored by the Chinese Govermment. Two Ginling girls are
in the work at Li Chuan, girls of keen minds and character. This work is drawing
to it men and wanen of the finest type, college graduntes, who are making for their
own people the same sacrifices, meeting the same objections from friends and
relatives, and working under the some difficulties as did the carly missionaries,
Their first task is to win conflidence among people who have been twice deceived
and exploited, by the Cormunists and by the Chinese army. Thoy live among the
country people and receive, in money, only cnough to supply them with food and coarse
cotton clothing. Yet Mr, Shepherd speeks with high praise of their enthusiasm,
their loyalty to the work, their high-minded and high-principled contribution to
the life of the group and the people whom they are therc to help. Here is young
China truly ecarrying on %o others according to their nceds the Life which they
themselves have roceived in their ycars of Christian education,

Early in November our own new Community Center for our neighborhood people is
dediecated. It is a modest grny brick housc, Chinese style, with an suditorium and,
adjoining, 2 small reading room. The monocy has been raised by the Ginling students.
The new building is a mate to the Day School built a number of years ago and is
within the same court. Here are also the clinic and bath house. Among the regular
activities that are condueted are industrinl work for boys amd men, an elementary
school for girls, vomen's meectings, Sunday School, Sunday church service in which
the Nanking Union Theologiecal Seminary studonts take part, farmers' meetings, ond
an English class for older boys of the neighborhoods In this last-named work two
hours a week with the Boys' Club I find some of the livest work of ny week,

November fourth and fifth are festnl days at Ginling. The celebration of
Founder's Day is made the ocecasion for the dedieantion of the two new buildings,
Chopel-Music Hnll and Library-Adninistration Building which we have occupied since
last spring. On both Sunday and Monday afternoons there are special exerciees in
the Chapel with acndemic processions and distinguished speckers. I look from ny
seat among the faculty on the platform out over a bank of chrysanthemuns into a
crowded auditorium. The ceremonial black of the students' dresses with their
plain straight lines, the dark earnest faces of the entire audience, the bwown pews
and rear balcony give an atmosphore of almost sombre solemnity to the ocension,
brightened by the rich red of the massive pillars and the red, blue, green, white,
black and gold designs of the ornate and colorful berms overhead. Of the whole
group, students, alwmae, and guests, but theee have gray or white hair and they are
foreignsrs, To this audience Dr. Te H. P. Sailer, Ph, D., of New York City gives
his stirring address, emphasizing the place of responsc in true eduention,

a response directed and controlled by purpose which in turn rust be outgoing in
huran relations, o rosponse which st be in proportion to the depth and breczdth
of purposes and sympathiss.

Again on Monday afternoon a large audience asscnbles for the Formal Opening
at which distinguished guests represcnting the city of Nanking, the Ministry of
Education, and various universities are present, The speakers are the Hon. H.K.
H. Kung, Vice President of the Executive Yuan and Minister of Finance; Mr, Wong




Shihehi, Minister of Education, and Dr. Hu Shih, prorinent lsnder of the literary
revolution in Chinn., With characteristie Chineso eloquonce and hwunor these three
speakers hold the cttontion of their audienece as they spenk respactively of the place
of literature and rwsiec in higher edueation, of the need for beauty as well as
practicability in college buildings that are to be parmanent institutions, and of

the gains and losses, the opportunities and obligations, that have cone to women

with modern edueation,

Over three huundred students and alumnie, frieulty and forner morbers of the
staff, and friends of the College arcpresent at the Founder's Doy Banquet in the
Guest Hall on Sgturday gvening., A sinple Chinese menl inkeeping with the principles
of the New Life Moverient is served., Affer the tonsts and singing of class songs,
the history of the Ginling buildings is presented in the ﬁuditorium.through "an
original presentation of a dramatic nature" entitled "If Buildings Spoke".

The formal opening of the auditoriun is celebrrted on Mondsy covening with a
conecort by two soloists and Collepe students.

December 2, 1934 - The cne serious cbstaele to our corlplete enjoyment cf our
new buildings at this season of the year is thet as yet therc is no heat. Our own
well water is so hord that it cannot be used in the new contral heating plant, and
we can expect no heat until after duc deliberatiﬁfgthe connection with city water
can be made, Meanwhile I spend as napmy of the hours betwoen closses as possible
in my own room at East Court which has a southern exposure and which I an heating
somewhat more successfully this year with a small kerosene oil henter. We are two
foreign and eleven Chinese faculty nembers who live st East Court now, and a very
congenial and heppy group, in spite of or perhaps because of our sharing of these
rather primitive living conditions.

I have had my white "hospital" furniture printed ivory to match the erean~
colored plaster walls. Mauve curtoins and £reen cushions lend color, The floor
covering is a Nanking grass rug, a natural cemter and dark brown burder. My table
and oxtra chnirs, also Nanking products, are of wicker. My asparagus fern was core-
fully kept through the summer by the gnrdner and returned to me in the fall with
many vigorous new shoots. Won't you sit by ny fire and take o cup of tea while you

share your experiences with me? A letter would help to create the illusion.

To you, each and all, nmy very best wishes for Xmas and the New Year.
Sincerely yours
ESTHER F.TAPPERT
Ginling College

Nanking, China
Xnas. 1934
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