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Ginling College

Nanking China
March 5th, 1949

Dear Friendss

All of you must have been concerned sbout us here at the college during these
past few months, so now that the spring term is started, I want to send you & news
letter. Registretion for the Spring Temm took place Februery 15th and 16th, but becaus
of the difficulty of transportation we have permitted lete errivals to register until
todsy. Now we have a total enrollment of 135, This is just what Dr. Chester had
estimated in Januarye. If you recall the fall enrollment, 482, you will reslize thrt
this is & little more than & fourth of thet number but considering all the factors
involved, we are glad to have this meny girls returning. As you know, there ere many
girls fron Kwentung, Fukien, Szechuen, Hunen and Hupeh whom we would not expect to
return before the sitbation in Nanking is settleds What 1is heartening is that those
of our girls who are guests on other cempuses heve all written telling us how home-
sick they are for Ginling and how they certainly plen to return to the college next
fall. Two girls actuelly left the colleges where they were enrolled in Shenghei efter
01l their fees hed been peid for the term, end returned to Ginlinge During the critic:
deys in December and Jenuary meny of the institutions in Shenghei had a very short
winter vecetion and sterted their spring temm much eerlier then usuales You mey know
the Shanghei psychology- they feel thet is the only plece of security end so it is
only naturel that parents will not permit their dsughters to come to Nanking under the
present circumstances. However, because we heve & smaller student body, the faculty
feel thet we shell be eble to do more for the girls and get to know the individual
student better than has been possible during the pest few yearse

In regard to the faculty - it, also, is smoller. Several married women with
children did not return. Mrs. Chao Cheng Siao-sung went to Taiwane Mrs. Paul Feng,
Mrs. Keo Yeng Bao-yu ond Mrs. Ma Cheng Kwo-chi ere all in Centons Dr. Edwin Kwoh
eccompanied Beulah end their baby son to the Stetes. Beuleh's parents hed cebled
repeetedly urging her to return to them, From among the western group, lMiss Greves end
Miss Whitmer ere the only two who evacuated in November. Miss Butler, Dr. Reed and
Miss Wetson evacuated to Shenghei for e tige but were all back before this term start-
ed. On the Chinese Women feaculty, the loss is heavy cmong the younger members which
indicated thct parents consider the situction not sufficiently improved for them to
went their daughters to return. I am greetly diseppointed that Dr. Lung hes finclly
left us for he kept saying thot he could not concentrate on his teaching or writing
under present conditions in Nenkinge We are heppy thet both Mrs. Hsueh Teng Min-sin
end Miss Sun Tsen-sin ere back with us cfter their six months travel ond observation
in the Stctes on the UN Sociel Welfare fellowshipse Dr. Helen Ferris hos been asked
to be the ccting head of Sociologye

Dr. Chester hes been kept very busy in the Deen's office. Pertly beceuse Mrs,
Sheno took her children to Hangchow in December but elso because of the tremendous tre!
of keeping track of students who left campus et vaerious times after the middle of
November eand of gramting them the correct freotions of their ccademic creditss Now
at the opening of college she has to plan the meny moke -up courses for those who have
missed e third or a fourth of lest semester's worke Another task is to keep track of
all those girls who are guest students on other cempuses ¢nd to determine whether or
not Ginling ccn accept their elected courses. s Dr. Chester put it, it will teke
some yenrs to straighten out ell the irregulrrities in the records of the girls who
did not complete last semester. She was so heppy to get a telegrom from Mrs. Sheo
soying she would return this weeke
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: Mrs. Tsen has proven to be & stend-by in another orisise We hed a young men
from Shanghei as business maneger 1rst term. When he wecnted to go bock to Shrnghel
in December, I called upon Mrs. Tsen to be acting business menagers In spite of her
yecrs she is st111 her energetic ond cnpable self. Since conditions have improved
enough to indicate thet we cen hope to complete this term without interruption, We
have invited a men to be business monager end Mrs. Tsen to act as advisor to this

officce

Enrollment in the Prectice School has been greetly effected because the students
were mostly the children of goverment steff who hed to move to Cantons The enroll-
ment of 480 last fall haes been reduced to 109 this springe

The Child Welfere Center hes been corried on under Mrs. Chang Wu Suen-i, From
the very beginning we decided thrt this neighborhood work must be carried on whether
the appropriction from USC should come or not. Then in Jenuery Mrso Chong opened &
Feeding Stotion for UNICEF which hes tumed the well-ordered routine of the Center into
. beehive of activity. Two hundred children are fed each morning and two hundred more,
not the scme ones, in the afternoon when the mothers may come with the children.

The Rurcl Service Stetion ct Shwen Hwa Chen has been going on steadily. When
the people of the aree werc scrred by the prssing of meny Netionelist troops, they
immediately invited Miss Ts#l -nd her colleagues to refugee into the hills with them
if sctusl fighting come there. That wes where the villagers hed hidden when the
Jopenese had fought over Nankinge This is evidence of the way Miss Tsl has iddntified
herself with the local community end been pccepted by them. During the winter vecction
several of the students went out to the Stction to help with a special program and
Miss Tsll arrenged to have a showing of films by USIS. The young men of the community
co-opersted eand helped the technicien in setting up the screen rnd toking crre of the
motor. Recently Miss Ts!! has received a specirl pift from the Rural Reconstruction
Commission to be used in extending the presaent program 'nd, in co-operotion with the
Nenking Seminery Experiment Church, in irrigetion projects. Because of & request from
the villege people Miss Tsl knew of the need for repairing the dems, Dres Liu En-lan
helped them in meking & geographicel survey of the rrea and now plans have been made
by the Joint Cormittee with the Nanking theologicel Seminary to start the construction

worke

I am sure Ehg'question in your minds is - whet is the prospect of the pecce
negotistion with the Communists? It is only recently, since W.We Yen's group returned
from Peiping, that there is a real hope of sterting the pecce talks in the near future,
From the government sides various lerders heve returned to Nanking ond cctual preprro=
tion hes been storted on the concrete proposels whiech the govermment will present at
the pence trbles. There are bound to be difficult problems to be solved and nc one
should expect o guick settlemente The recl deciding factor is, it seems to me, whether
the Communists are reedy to form = renl coslition government end how dominent they wish
to be in ite From recent reports from Peiping, it seems the Communists have not enough
experienced persomel to teke over the govermment of big cities, not to speak of a
central nrtionel govermnmente However, they mry get proctice in such cities cs Pelping,
Tientsin cnd Muken end they may be ~ble to do better in the necr future. One other
important factor is on this side - whether the present government 1is strong enough
to sccept terms for the countrye Most people feel that becouse of mony apreals for
peace by people's orgenizations, the Communi sts sre not likely to stcrt large scele
fighting ogaine £s f-r ns moneuvering into stronger militcry positions is concern-
ed, we should be prepcred for thate In today's paper there are reports that the
Communists seem to want to reach the north bank of the river from Yongchow, If such
news should get into American papers, pleese don't get exciteds
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- I realise. that the fundemental question is whot the new regime will meen
to the future of China, cs it is bound to be domineted by Commumism. Most people
hope thrt the Chinese Communists will show the Chinese culturnl charncteristics of
being moderate ond reasonoble, but it is a little too errly to tell about that. Here,
ot Ginling, we fcced the question thoroughly last November end ceme to the conclusion
+het we would ccrry on no metter whet chenges should come to the political set-up.
First of 2ll, there is no plece secure enough to justify the movings And secondly,
the rapid spreed of Communism in China is due not so much to the appcal of Marxism
jtself as to the decey of traditional culture end complicrtions in the internrtionrl
situation. On top of the revolutionary cnd evolutionery chenges of the lo st fifty
yenrs, the gpovernment hes discppointed *the people since VJ Doy by its inefficiency
end corruption. The long yeers of refugeeing ond struggle for mere existence have
mede selfishness o common practice. It is no lcnger possible nor desireble tc hope
for o return of the pre-war stcte of thingse. For the future of the country there hes
to evolve r new code of livinge fhile we realize thrt e school is closely offected
Ly the politiocnl rnd sociel environments, we still think thot es a Christion college
we should try our best to cultivcte the positive quelities in future citizens cnd

w2 do not wrnt to evede the inevitable change but we must try to pructice our Christi .
livinge We realizo thrt we heve feiled in this responsibility but if we cndeavor more:
consistently ond more conséiously we should be eble to develope strong women leaders
for the future.

With best wishes to ctcch of you,

Very sincerely

/s/ Wu Yi-fang




@Ginling College
Nanking, China
April 2, 1949

Dr., Williem Ps Fenn
UBCCC

150 5th Avenue

New York, N.Y.

USA

Dear Dr. Fenns

T was about to write and warn you that student trouble was going to come
up soon but before I got the letter started the trouble is with us. I think you
would like to know the real situation so I hasten to send you a brief accounte

Yesterday there was a student parade in which a1l the students of the
universities and colleges participated. The aim of it wass plea for existence, rleca
for real peace, and plea for freedom.

The evening before our student chaimman reported to the students that some
professors had gone to see Li Tung-jen and he had promised that if the students would
not overdo anything he would not have the police or gendarmes check thems When the
parade zot to the President's office amd General Ii did not come out himself to receivc
them, the students did not insist on seeing him but moved on. Both he end other offi-
cers hed given specific orders to sefe-guerd the perade and to avoid any incidente
By two-thirty the students returned to campus heppy thet nothing had heppeneds But
by five-thirty single boy students begen coming to the campus beinging reports that
students had been beaten up end arrested neer Pei Hsia Lu. It hoppened that we were
having a College Council meeting in the evening, and our students sent represert atives
to report to us about the "bloody incident?

It was very evident that the students were terribly wrought up end angry
over it when it secemed thet bends of soldiers persisted upon beating up one group of
students after enother. U'hen I succeeded in reaching Dr. Hean Li-wu on the phone, I
found what really hed happened was thet a truck load of the propagenda corps of the
students got to Pei Hsia Lu and when the truck stopped the students seng end spoke.
Thet is the street where meny disbanded officers from the Hsuchow cempaign were living.
They got irritated at the students Cormunistic slogans and begen to tear their posters.
A fight resulted end meny students were wounded. Somehow another group of students
wented to go to appeal to the actking president, General Li, but these officers pursued
them and beat them up in front of the President's office. It was said that the offi-
cers even beat up bystanders and police end gendarmes when they tried to intervene.

The result was thet seven students were seriously wounded and twenty-eight slightly
wounded. Poor Dr, Han, he told me on the phone that he was so worried lest some might
have diede He thought there was one oritical case. This propaganda corps we heave

had some expericnce with, and I would call them et least very annoyinge

They ceame in a truck at four o'elock on Thursday afternoon end drove right
on to the campuse Stopping in front of the Arts Building, they got out and crowded
ebout the entrance to sing and give their yells while classes were going on inside.
Then they went to the center of the lavn :nd sct down. Their songs and yells were
accompanied by a drum and there were pep talks all with the sole aim of getting our
students to join in the percde on Friday. Neturally the students were drawn into it
end leter our students led the long line through the athletic grounds and up the hill
to the Faculty houses on South Hill, They then escorted them back to the truck about
five o'clocke
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This morning my amah told me about the slogens which they yelled here on
South Hill, which I had not heerd before. ™io p'ing heo, Ch(ih pu pao, ta tmo Mei Kuo.
(Peace is good, not enough food, down with America.% We hed a basket ball game schedulw
ed for 5-6 and our girls carried it ouvt in good spirit. At supper time our student
goverrment officors proposed thet our students join the parade end they voted without
discussion, 92 out of about 117, to go into it. Afterwards they ceme to sce me end
asked for anproval to count their absences as free cuts in the mornings I could not
get a meeting of the Executive Committee so decided I would do my part in speaking to
the students but before I got to the Chapel where they were meeting, I heard their
songs being sung with pep and spirit end knew that it was not the time for me arpeal
to their reasonings However, I told them fronkly that they should not have made their
decision so easily at supper time because it is a serious matter and they should be
willing to give time and discuse it thoroughly. Secondly I told them what ¥ knew of
the situation and thet this is a time when a parade hcs the possibility of creating
incidents and thus discrediting the present povermment. Since peace is the thing every
citizen wants, we should not merely get the satisfaction of expressing our sentiments
but we should consider whether the actual effects of a parade would pranote peace or
note In order to give them complete freedom for discussion, I left the hall after my
talk. The officer later cemp up the hill to report that 61 out of 97 had voted to go
in and so they were definitely to join.

Later thct evening when the Executive Committee met we decided not to counl
it as a free cut but of course, we should not and we could not stop the girls from
goinge Actually, the preparation for student activities sterted a fow weeks agos I
could sense it in the actions of the student leaders., In the neme of the Student Goverr
ment Association em evening program was given snd the students of other universities
were invited. As it was expleined to me, it was because our students hcd been invited
to:attend wan huei given at other schools. The faculty was invited end I made a special
effort to goe The progrem wes not well prepsred and I could say it was the poorest
our students ever presented but the intervals between items on the program were filled
with pep songs which we hear nowadays on every hand and there were cheers given by the
U, of N. students. From one of the guest students, Dr. Liu En-lan heard that they have
been having this type of Wan Huei once a weel- in different colleges. Evidently all this
wes preparaetion leading to the big rally on March 29th on the grounds of Central Univers
sity., According to our student leeder it was cofter that relly that it wes decided to
organize the parede. The students from the govermment institutions had been organized
asking for full govermment subsidy end later they hceve chenged their aim to ask for
existence.

When our students had their program a representetive from the Shanghei or-
genization asked for permission to speek from the platform end he explained what was
meent by the struggle for existence. They were asking for full government subsidy to
all students, increased salary to professcrs, increased wages to servents and an increar
in appropriation to govermment university budgetse Furthermore, they easked for the
release of arrested students and the promise of no more student arrestse I have teken
time to tell you this to show how it scems to us that there hes been a comprehensive
plan in building up the student organization for joint underteking. '"e have said beforoc
that if the govermmert should succeed in gaining people's support we are lilely to see
efforts to discredit ite Furthemmore, the action of Coungress in approving to continue
ECA to China =nd also to keecp it from being used in the Communist arees has called forth
the slogens once more of "down with America." Actually, I heard thet in their written
petition, the students did express their opposition to continued Americen aide I have
said before that the future of Christian institutions under the Cormunists depended =
great deal upon the American policy toward the political regime which is about to appear
in Chinas These inocidcnts are merely indications of the quick reactions to decisions
in Washington,

In regard to the immediete future in Nanking, we are all inclined to think
we can carry through this term without interruption. Most people think that the Commum
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~ nists would not attempt to cross the river before the rice crop is harvesteds In
north Kaingsu they are having difficulty in securing enough grain for the men station-
ed there. We are gled that Dr. Hen Li-wu is the new Minister of Educations He under-
stands Christien irstitutions so well and has tried to help us beforoe

Very sincerely

/s/ Wu Yi-fang

P.S. I held this letter for further development, During Sunday and Monday there

have been constant phone messages to the students, how these soldiers were out parading
with the plen to go to different schools to do more beafing-up. Some of their men hed
been arrested and they had been ordered to be moved away from Nenking so they wented

to revenge on tho students. The students wcre kept nervous cnd keyed up; it hes becomo
clearer, how this effeir has been createds /Jmong these soldiers many heve been captur-
ed by the communists and been put into training institution and then escaped to Nanking .
Some of them might have been sent by the cormunists as their workerse

The broadcast from Peiping on April celled the "April 1 bloody incident" as emcther
proéf how the reactionary Nenking government used their butcher knives against the re=-
volutionary youth; and it shows they caennot be trusted. Now the communists will ‘teke
it as a testing stone to sece how the Nanking peace delegates would propose to enswer
Mao's lst demand of punishing war criminalse

Over the week-end I hecve had groups of students to talk over the situation end last
night I mot with the student cabinets I was glad to find thut thoy sew the situation
mere clearly now and they were free ond frank in telking to me ebout some things they
themselves have found wrong. I forgot to mention that the Executive Committee consented
to their requect of suspending classes on Monday to express their sympathy to the
wounded and to go tc see them. Perheps this helped to meke them heve more trust in the
faculty. One wounded student died, the total of wounded wes over 100, several are not
out of coritical stape yete




Ginling News Sheet April, 1949

Places Ginling College Rural Servioce Station in a small village twelve miles from
Nanking.
Timos January, 1949

A very shy and embarrassed young farmer 1is spoaking to Miss Hsiung, Assistant
Director of the Center.

"I have a quostion/to ask you," he says.

"yes?" Miss Hsiung replies as she studies the young mane

"gor two yeers you have been helping the women of the town to learn to read.

Could the men have a class now?"

Miss Hsiung has often wondered how long it would be before tho men would come
making such & request. She is not surprised.
"Can you find a teachor?" she asks.

The farmer thinks a teacher can be found. o wonders if they can mcet in the
Conter. After some juggling of schedules it is arranged that a large room in the Cen-
tor is available after dark which is the time the men stop work.

This is the little sccno which started off the current hit of the winter for
the Service Station. Twenty=-six men registered. They wore farmers, apprentices,
boys who care for the buffalocs all day (caelled cowboys! ), and small merchants who
cerry their wares from door to door and village to village. A young farmer who knew
a few charactors volunteered to teach what he kncw., Hc was coached at the Center on
toaching methods.

The first sossion really made history in the villagc. Mothers came bringing
their young-men sons and stood proudly bye. Children came trooping along with fathers
pursting with pride that father was at last going to learn what they had been learning
for months. Little kerosone lamps made pools of light herec and there about the room.
Faces that were stained with sweat and work shone with anticipation in the gentle
glow,

The first characters written large and firm on the blackboard were "good not
ood." This is an ordinary greeting like, "How are you?" in Englishs Fronxé%ﬁ‘?iﬁﬁﬁ
packed with familics at loast a dozen cager little highpitched voices shouted out the
words in Chinouse, "How puh how." Tho now sbudents sat frozen into silence by the
thoughtless eagorness of thosc who knew. It took rcal diplomacy to herd the on-lookers
woll into the rcar of tho room and 8511l not curt their animatcd interest in the
project.

The noxt words wero "big" "little". When the ncw teachcer read thom to the
class their fuces bogan to glow, these werd words used over and over every day bub
they had nover scen them before. They were old friends. It was almost as intimate
an expaerience as coming suddenly and unexpectedly upon your own reflection in a mirroxn

"Writc the word for 'hoe'," somecone called from the back row, wondering what
anything he knew as woll as he knew his hoe would look like in writing.
"{gt's see how you write *monoy'," a small merchant suggestod.

Enthusiasm mounted end after the first half hour, it was channeled into prac-
tical methods of learning and still kept aflame. In fact it has been kept aflame cll
winter as thesc men have learncd more and moro and have become proud and suro of them-
solvose It is a dream of the staff at the Center that their services will gradually
roach out into every phase of village life touching tho whole community and uniting
the people in the purpose of making livinz bettor. This project has bcen a long step
toward their goal.
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LETTER FROM DR. WU YI-FANG TO DK. R. J. Mc MULLEN

JUNE 6, 1949

We have just learned that there is a boat to San Francisco on June 8th. I hasten
to catch this first Amer icen mail since Nanking was cut off from the outside world on
April 23rd.

Your cablegram to Miss Priest was such a complete surprise to mel! I cannot imeg inc
from what source you got such reports. The word "persistent" indiceted that you had
heard it more than once and likely from various sourcese. I hope a letter is on the wey
to tell me more about it.

In regard to the college work - it has beon going on regularly. We suspended
classes only one day, April 25th. The students were netural ly excited and were very
busy in practicing songs, and the farmer's dance, end in participeting in propaganda
for the liberating ermy on the strests. A local committee was organized to prepare for
a big welcoming perty for the liberating ermy and so the girls were busy with that too;
however, the spring holideys, April 28th, 29th and 30th, ccme just at the right time to
be used for that purpose.

The first cries for changes ceme from tho students of the University of Nenkinge
Our faculty hed long ego wanted to muke changes in the curriculum. In addition to the
changes in the curriculum there is the more fundemental question of the need of meeting
the demands of the times while not compromising the original purpose of the college.
Dr. Chostor, Doan of Studies, callod & meceting of the teaching faculty on Mey 9th, to
consider this question. The students presented their suggestions end criticisms to this
meotings Thoy werc opinions expressed at an informel meoting of about forty students
the evening before. iost of thess suggestions or opinions voiced the students desire
for the sbolition of such things os the office of the Detn of Disciplins, the English
comprchensive teosts, roll ocell at clesscs cnd reduction of credits for over-cuts,
changing into gym suits for P. D. clesces. They asked tnet the required four hours &
wesk of gym classes be reduced to two hours for freshmen and sophomores, that there be
less required reference reading in English and thst the discussion me thod be used more
in dlass instead of lectures.

At tho weekly meeting of the Executive Committee the next dey it was decided to
heve en informal meeting with the cabinet of the Student Self Government Association in
order to exchange information end ot & fuller opinion from the studonts. A list of ell
thuso meetings is herewith enclosede It will give you an account of happenings on cam-
pus. Our a2im is to heave ths student's cooveration and participation in the slow process
of affcctins desirable chenges. Whon we study into the situation we can easily undare-
stand why tho students ara rostless. Quite & number heve becn cut off from their homes,
they worry ebout the sefety of their families and their own continued financial support,
there is the challengo end attraction of the victorious liberating amy and the appezl
for voung pcople to go into the various branches of this work. Severel of our students
who hed crossed the river during the wintsr vecation camo back with the army end ere
ncturelly very enthusiastic about the cause. Thre: groups of owr girls, o total of
soven, voclunteerod to join the political or culturel corps. The girls hcve feced the
question for the first time as to what type of work they might be qualified to go into
efter gredustions. All such elements contributo to the restlessness of particularly a
small group. It is only netural that when they cannot settle down to their studies
they find fault with this or thet existing practice in the college. If there were no
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outside influonce over them our problems would be simpler, however, there ere the Uni-
varsity of Nenking students and thore ere tw professors in our Chinesc department who
definitaly oppose the amount of English taught and used in the colloge. It was after
tho University of Nanking students domended the orgenization of a governing body con-
sisting of cqunl representations of toachers, staff, students and servants thet 1 re-
ceived a lctter from our student body on Sunday afternoon, May 29th, asking for the
same thinge. Their rceson was thet the college administration was so slow in attendin;
to the first suggostions turncd in that they wented & new type of administrative body
with the power to act,

We have had mectings with the students and it ceme out that tho majority of thom
compleincd thot the officers had not kept the whole student body informed of the deci-
sions of the edministration and that in coertein instances the officers had acted es if
representing the ontire studecnt body without consulting theme The faculty had known of
this situation end they knew that it was only about o dozen students who were the activo
critotors but we are gled now thet the students themselves have brought this out into
th: open.s This is by no means thc ond of our problem and more mestings will be necded
but all this has no connection with the roports of such things as “closure", "now aus-
pices", or "new precsident".

One other bit of informetion may bc of interest to yous On Mey first the chief
secretary of General Liu Pch-chen ceme to ccll on me end said thet as soon as General
Liu came to the city he would come to.call on the lecders of various institutions. Be=-
ceuse he mentioncd institutions I gave him Prosident Chen's nome and addross. The next
day this same secretary arranged for President Chen end me to go to crll upon General
Liu and at the somc time we met Gonoeral Chen Yi. (A cer was socnt to fetch us when they
hecard we had none). They wers courteous and friendly, thov esked whethor the liberating
army hed bothe rod the institutions in any waye During ths conversetion & special point
was brought out thet while they aro definitcly against Arcrican imperialism they are
not concsrnced with individual U.S. citizons because the imoericen people are friendly
towerd the Chincse &nd ¢s long &s American citizens are not against the Communist regim-
they are welecome to stay on in China.

On Mondcy, Mey 16th, therc wes a gathoring of about forty scholars and professors
from various colleges and r-search institutes at the invitetion of General Liu Peh-chcn
who is the chairmen of the Military Control Com-ission and concurrently the mayor of
the Nunking Yeople's Government. The mecting started et four. General Liu made the
operiing romarks and after referring to the peoplaet's support in the liberation, he em=~
phacsizecd thot for the future ettention must be given to construction both industrial
end culturel. He seid thet various typcs of personncl would be needed even to the ox=-
tent of astronomerse Then the gucsts were invited to offer their advice. After sev:ral
speekers, I mode o fow remarks saving thet under the prineiple of religious liberty our
college with its ideal of Christian education* would continue to train voung women to
serve the peoples I also seid that on the one hand the primary and edult education
needed to be greatly expended in order to reise the level of the common people but on
the other hand, in esddition to technical personnel for industrial construction, genersal
college education prepering for specielists in various fields should be carried on. So
meny professors made speeches that it was nine P. M. before a delicious dinner was serve

On Scoturday, June 4th, the Culturel and Kducational Com'dission invited over a hun=-
dred feculty members from the colleges and universities in Nenking to tea from one to
five o'clock. Actuelly it was not over until six o'clock. Mr. Hs#l Ping-yu, the Cheir-
man, made a few opening remarks and again invited the guests to express their opinions
as to the function of higher educction under the general aim of serving the common
people. I cannot teke time to tell you all ebout this gathering but from the summary
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given by the president at the end it is not likely theirs will be & laissez-faire meth-
od “ut & definite policy for which the educational institutions will be co-ordinated.
President Chen and I heve visited Mr. Hs! twice. He seems to be a very fine, responsi-
ble man. He said frankly that while a few things should be aboiished right away, the
general problem of educational needs requires thorough study before changes should be
made. The five things to be immediately changed are: the londey Memorial service,
Perty Principles, uilitary treining, Boy Scouts and the Deen of Discipline. In refer-
ring to the fifth item Mr., Hs8 said that while the Koumintang system of controlling

the students should be abolished yet that phase of the program relating to the super-
vision of student extra-curricular activiees and student campus life should be continuec
in some substitute form. He showed a sense of humor when he said thet some people
thought the educational system was devised by the reactionery leaders and must be
changed right away. However, he added thet the system hes been in use more than twenty
years and & few months more would not mattere

I have been deeply impressed by the leaders of the liberating army and I fully
appreciate the gigantic task they heve on their hends. The soldiers are very well
disciplined, they have not bothersd the people as the old styled soldiers did. The
leader s seem genuinely willing to learn about governing a big city and they are follow=
ing Mao Tse-tung's orders to be ready to correct their mistokes. They ere short of
trained persomnel in the process of taking over government institutions. We have
heard of cases of very young and inexnericnced people teking over highly technical
orgenizations. The real task ehead of the Cormunist regime is economic. Here in Nank-
ing the value of the Jon ming doller has been kept fairly steady during May but now
since railway connections with Shanghai have beon re-opened end the now regulation on
foreign exchange have been published the jen ming piao *as taken a big drops. On Satur-
doy, the silver doller was one to 700 jen ming, yesterday it jumped to a thousande Any
party having to build up after twelve years of wor will have a very difficult time.
This letter is getting too long, I must stop here. \

Therc is one thing I wish to add ond that is if any friends inquire about the
college, please tell them thet we have all been kept well. We expect to have Baccaluu-
reetc on June 26th and Commencement the following day, the 27th. Now that mail can "o
sent to America we shall start writing letters again and keep you and other fricnds
informed.

I wish to ecpress our deep apprecistion for your concern over us and your continuec
support and prayers for our work. Will you please share this letter with Miss MacKin-
none

Very sincerely yours,

/s/ Wu Yi-fang

#This is Mrs. McCurdy's improvement over my dictation--"e Christian Mission Collegce"
I understand the Communist Broadccsting stotion has given part of my remarks refer=-
ring to religious liberty.




June T, 191‘9

Dear Friends:

A report has been circulated by a Chinese Consul General in
one of our cities to the effect that Ginling had been closed, another
college opened by the Communists and Dr, Wu Yi-fang had declined the
presidency, left the campus and amother had been appointed in her place.

Everything that we had learned regarding the situation at
Ginling after the Communist occupation belied this report though we
were not in a position to make a categorical deniale For this reason
we cabled Miss Elsie Priest, who is treasurer of both Ginling and
Nenking, as follows:

PLEASE CABLE IMMEDIATELY CONFIRMATION OR DENIAL
PERSISTENT REPORTS ONE GINLING CLOSURE TWO RE-

OPENING UNDER NEW AUSPICES THREE NEW PRESIDENT

STOP STATEMENT REGARDING (NANKING) UNIVERSITY

ALSO DESIRED,

At once, Miss Priest sent the following cable which is most
re-assuring:

GINLING REPORTS ALL UNTRUE CONTINUING REGULARLY
HAVE COMMITTEES STUDYING CHANGES CURRICULUM AND
AIMINISTRATION STUDENTS URGING QUICKER ACTION
STOP NANKING (UNIVERSITY) STUDENTS URGING
PARTICIPATION ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEES REGULAR
WORK CONTINUES ALL EXTERNAL CONTACTS FRIENDLY
CHENYUGWAN INQUIRES POSSIBILITY TEELE'S RETURN.

Hoping that you may pass this word along and with warmest
personal regards, I am,

Yours cordially,

/];)\\\ VAR ) Gl o0

»”
P

Robert J, McMullen
Executive Secretary

04 I8







whatever way she oan, There is an inorcased number nf students
helping in the Junday 3chrol this vear, !'iss Mosoman is giving
much help as the faculty adviser,

As for the important "wnchuriamp question, it is forever in ~ur
minds and thoughts. 'Tc have arrenged lcctures durins the Vonday
Memorial perinds or on Tednesdnys, and °n Jeptember 18 we planncd

a speoial chureh service for that Sundaye Dre lMa Ten=huan of the
University gave a splendid talk. TFor the volunteers ~ho have been
fight ing mgainst the Japanese in lamchuria, in November we contrie
buted funds tovard buying their winter clothking for the cold weuather,
Recently the Anti-Japanese Talvation ‘ssocintion in Ginling presente
ed the proposal thnt we continue to make monthly contributions for
them in order to show our continual support. ‘nother suggestion
was for us to remember 3eptember 18 by cutting out meat and having
only vegetables on the 18th day of every month, and sending the
money which is saved to Xanchurin, Both have been adopted by the
students and faoculty present at the l'onday Vemorial Service this

weeke

You all know of the tradition for the foculty and students to take
turns in presenting a Christmas program on Chricstmas Hve. Iast year
in order that the stuvdents not spend too much time in preparing the
program the faculty and students joined in giving the program, After
some discussion among the faculty and with representative students

we have again decided to do it Jointly this year, 30 we shall have
the usual celebration on Christmas Eve for the whole Colleges

The Joint 3unday 3ervice Comnittee for Ginling and the University of
Nanking have arranged for one congregational social meeting early in
the fall in our gymmasium. They ~re planning to have the next one
on Vew Year's Eve, 4And in addition to the social there will be a
short service to prepare ourselves for the New Year,

Just Friday we were very happy to see irs., Tang (Liu Ru=djen) of
1921 come to visit us with her eight year old boy. She has been
helpin~ I'r, Tang in the mase education movement at Tinghsien for the
last few years. They are on their way south to Kwangsi where Ir, Tang
is to take chirge of another station along the sane lincs as the one
in Tinghsien. At chnapel she gave .in interesting talk on lass Eduocae
tione during the spcecial conference for Dr. Stanlcy Jones we were
glad to see 17lss Grace T, 17iss Yao Yan-shi and Yiss 1'a0 Yun-nan, and
we had a fine reunion at luncheon, to which we invited 1'rs. Howard
Tayne Smith from America. Two other alurmae who paid ue o visit were
1*{ss Chen Siu~djen and "iss Shi Bio-djen. The warnm reception they
received showed thnt both their teachers ind sehoolemates were happy
to see them after their short absence, Several senior girls remarked
that a year from now they will be "returning home® and will be quali=-
fied to stay im the faculty house, It is good thit we can tell you
that new brances of the Alurmae Assock ition have been fored in Hange
show, Huchow, Soochow and Tientsin, and we shall look forrard t o more,
According to the Constitution, wherever there are four alumnae in the
psame city they may organize a braneh, local organizations w1ill make
it easier for letters to reach each person, !May I ask your cooperae
tion and request that you send us your newv address? 7e also ‘vould
like to know if you have chaunged your position and what your tork 18
nove If any of you should come through or near Nanking, you may be
assured of a hearty welcorme from all of us, Tishing you a lerry
Christnas and a successful New Yeary I anm

Yost sincerely yours,

AT




GINLING COLLEGE

Dear Sisters:

¥Mrs. Thurston has prepared & nev’s letter for the friends of the
College., Herewith I am gending you a copy. She has covered most
of the important things of the scphool year, and I shall add only
a 1little more "family talk".

Me printed the invitations for the Founders'! Day Celebration very
late, so we were unable to send everyone of you an invitation, and
managed only to send & few 0 groups nearty. This year again we
nad the banquet in. the Gymnasium, which was decorated beautifully
with class banners and chrysanthemums, At the end of the program
of toasts and class songs the alumnae presented a stunt. Four
girls appeared one after another representing the four generations
in the college history. It certainly was interesting to see the
old-fashioned dresses and to see presented again such things as
the threatened fire from a falling keposene lamp in the old studio,
Mrs, Thurston teaching astronomy using an umbrella, a tennis wall
and a hairpin, and girls wishing to have rickshas to ride from
"600" to the library on the new campus, At the end of the stunt
all the alumnae present walked in, each carrying & banner for her
class. It is splendid that all the classes with the exception of
only 1922 and 1923 were represented. We sang some old college
songs together, Though we sang poorly, everybody enjoyed it. At
the Founders! Day Celebration for next year we expect to have the
dedication service for the two new academic buildings., I certain-
ly hope that more of you will be able to come back for the occasion,
It means & great deal to the group here and also to those who re-
turn to join this impor¥ant family gathering., The officers of the
\lumnae Association are thinking of the cuestion of a gift for the
new buildings., If any of yow has a bright idea, I am sure they
will be very gled to hear from you, As you know, Sie Veieping is
the president and Yang Hsioherang 1s secretary, soc you may write
to either.

This year Miss Vautrin has just come back after a year of furlough
in America where she got in touch with the mew t rends and experi-
ments in education over there, Mr, Ts# Kwoh~-chi, who had two years
of study in America, returned this fall to the registrar's office.
vith these two here we are able to make a study of one important
problem which I have wished to take up for some time, It is a
re=study of the college curriculum and the required courses, 'l
should consider the purposes of Ginling College and how to meet the
needs of Chinese women of the present day, The Curriculum Committee
has had several meetings with the departments, and I certainly hope
that after this careful study we shall te able to offer an even
tetter program,

Jeveral departmental seminars and discussion groups have been form-
.d, such as the Social Science, Political Science and Physics
groups., As for Biology and Chemistry, the faculty and major stu-
dents often attend these seminar meetings at the University. There
is also a Current Events Club which meets at the noon hour on
3aturdays. The latest group to be formed is the Astronomy Club,
which is working with the help of Mrs. Thurstons but thus far this
has only faculty members, The student Associations of Ginling




and the University are arranging for a Joint oratorical contest to
ve held after Christwas. In the preliminary gonteat on Tednesday
throe speakers, out of wmix ¢lected by the classes, were chosen to
represent Ginlkng at the conteat, The social party for our geniors
and for the semiors from the University wis a very successful one.
They 211 entered into the games amde verybedy enjoyed the cvening,
A new event this fall was the Yountoin Day on November 2., Ve had
mild and sunny weather thies falil and the autumn colors were wonders
ful., 1 seemed a pity not %to go out into tkhe mountains to enjoy :
nature. 30, since we had ng other nolidays, the \dvisory Committee
voted to give a day for the outing. Instend of a leng line of
carrigges or the busges, such as those used for the Talshan trip,
three Lrucks were hired to carry the whole college out to Purple
Vetntein, It was arranged to nave noodles served for the noon

weal in Tpirit Valley. I am sorry to have migsed it myself, as I
was attending the Ixeoubive Committee meeting of the Nationpal
Christian Council in Shainghai, btut all those who went enjoyed the
whole daye

¥ield Day this year was held on the 26th of November. The events
were about the same as in other years, but the proceasionat the
veginning was certalnly very fine, particularly the letter-forma=
tionie Thc letters GeCsAsAs stood out very clearly., Just at that
roment there wae an airplane flylng eround, How we wished we were
up there to look down and to take good pictures of ite, There was
keen competition toward the end vetwesen the freshman and eenlor
classes, and finally the cup went to the freshmen, who had only
one point more than the geniors, o you can see how disaprointed
some of the senior girle fclt,

The 12th of Yovember, at eight peMes if you had turned on your
radio ard had tistened in to Station X ¢ O Ay you would have heard
our Glee Cluv 3inging and LI “ing=-djen, Hu Shih-tsang and Lin Dzue
gia playing, This w s the occasion of the opening day of the hig
geventy-7Tive kilowatt broandcasting statien of the Central Party
Head quarters in Nanking. Tt3 pregrams can te heard even as far as
San ¥rancisco., 1The girla sang -nd played very well, and many of
our friends who heard them in their own homes have spoken of their
singing very hilghly. The girls enjoyed it themselveg because while
they were in the ztudio a record of their song was made and Just

a few minutes aftervard they 1istened to their owm record while it
was being played.

As for student activities snd thinking, it seems to us that therc
is more earnest effort to put i{jeals into living than ever, The
¥dédy Discuszion Groups wonioh were formed last spring arc still con-
tinuing thig term. Besides telking over vonrious problems and
thinking avout them, the girls are expressing their desires in
active service, One group raised enough money to gupport en addl
tional temcher for the Day “chool. Another greup cooperated in
the camralgr against malaris in the neighvorhood, and quite a few
tock up case=wOrk amomg <Ome of the poor families around the col~
1epe., itk the help of Miss Vautrin thers is a short~-term school
for neizhtorhood womeEn now going on for u period of eight weeks.
A wugh iarger group of girls are d°ing friendly visitinz than in
the paste Instead of the usual cuchom of taking tuims and dring
*he caliling alonT a certain rrute, this yesr cacn girl visite one
fanlly regularly and 1is regponsivle for helping that f-mily in




EXCERPTS FROM
WU YI-FANG
LETTERS

'"My friends in America must have
thought I simply disappeared from
this world. I have not written a
single letter. The queer thing
is that I think of you often and
want to write, but somehow days

go DY ...

"After I returned home, I have
had busy periods and resting per-
jods. Both in Peking and Nan-
king, G.C. alumnae gave me wel-
come ‘parties. All of them were
most happy to hear from me and
Hwang Hstl-han about alumnae on
the other side of the ocean. We
are all expecting to welcome any
of you, who can arrange a visit
to our motherland. It is too
hot in Nanking in July-August,
but afterwards we have a very
pleasant fall."

"I am sure you will find many...
attractive new things."

""After I got back to Nanking, it
was again different kinds of meet-
ings and talking about my visit

in America. Then I regretted I
had not tried harder to find out
the real situation in today's
American society. The gas short-
age and the great number of tele-
vision programs are the apparent
signs of some deeper causes. We
too have our problems in pushing
the four modernization projects.
We have exciting successes and
also different problems to solve."
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