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President Yi=fang Wu

Miss Elsie M, Priest

Ginling College

¢/o Wiest China Union University
Chengtu, Sgzechuan, China

Dear Friendss

This meeting was called largely for the purpose of considering
Mrs. Thurston's return to China, but considerable thought was given to
Miss Griest's final deocision not to return to the New York office. There
were genuine and general expressions of regret at this deoision, end an
informsl consideration of the whole matter involved, although no action
was taken.

Miss Griest, as you probably know, finds it imperative to remsin
at home because of pressing duties there. Of course, we miss her greatly
here in the office. ;

The various commnioations as listed in the minutes were read
in detail when thought was given to Mrs. Thurston®'s return to the field.
In view of (1 unanimous request for her return, action E=122 was taken.
We are, therefore, cooperating with Mrs. Thurston in arranging for her
return, and it would appear now as though she will be sailing on the
"Empress of Japan" February 18th, arriving in Shanghai on March 7the.

A rather peculiar situation has developed regarding Miss Rhodes.
You will recall that a case of music belonging to her was sent to China
and returned to the States, and is now in storage in our building. We
have written to Miss Rhodes informing her of this fact. Later when the
question was raised regarding her return to China, Mrs. Sears, Chairman
of the Personnel Committee, wrote to her, and after the meeting on December
9th was instruoted to write again. Later on, I received a Christmas greeting
from Miss Rhodes requesting some knowledge as to the case of musice I
telephoned to Mrs. Sears and found thet no response to either letter had
been received from Miss Rhodes, neither has there been a response to my
letter. As a consequence, we are more or less in the air as to what her
intentions are and whether she has any inclination to go te China at the
present time.

The Board and Committee membership item was referred to Mr. Parker
for study, as he has been conducting a similar study for the other colleges.
Copies of the minutes are enclosed herewith.

Very truly yours,




&550CL TED BOLRDE FOR CHRISTIsN COLLEGES IN CHINA&

150 Fifth ifvenue
Ne.w YOI‘K, N.Yo

January 24, 1939

President Lincoln Dsung
President Y. G. Chen
President Shuming T, liu
President wu Yi-fang
Chengtu, Szechwan

CHINA

Dear Friendss

4 number of developuents during recent wecks have contributed to Iy
writing of thils joint letter.

First of all, .e huve now reached the time of the yesxr vhen our New
Yorz office alucys sends you the best forecus® e cun mike as to regular incowe for
the fiscal year which will begin on July lst next. ar. Lvans is Jrepuring for each
of the four universities no. in Chengtu & preliminiry estic.te of ussured income for
1733-40 from endosment, micsion bourd grents, und other regulir sources. These esti-
mstes will probubly go forwurd in the sime medl as this lettor or «t lecst within the
next week,

In the second place, thers huve baen an inecrewsing nuuber of inquiries
from every purt of our americun coanstituency w& to the probuble 2lans of the colleges
for 1339-40. .hen ue conducted our esergancy cany.ign for 1937-38, everyone recog-
nized thet o fresh and serious emergency existed, und thot we were .ulte Justified in
making such «n wppeal. During our current 1938-39 amergency coraign woet of our
friends are still willing to uccept our plee that an enmergency exists, and to make
contributions on thut busise. But there is pretty gener:l agreeusnt that we can not
for a third successive yeor go Before our cmerican friends .+ith « plea for gifts for
en "ewergency". If the disturbed conditions in China are to continue for « Jrolonged
period, as now seeus likely, we must assurs our smericin friends thut every possible
adjustuent to these disturbed conditions hus been mode, cnd thnt our Colieges have
worked out »lans which will enable tugm to go on for & number of vears if necessary
on « reagon:bly sound and economicsel basis,

In the third pluce, Dr. Serge Elisseeff muds & speciul tris to New York
last week for the purpose of heving &« fuil conference +ith us as to the progrem of the
$ix universitics receiving support ifrom the Harvira-Yenching Institute, in the field
of Chinese Cultural Studies. Apperently the Trusteos of the Institute feel very
strongly thet the universities should mike very radical adjustmente to the present
situations In purticulur, Dre. Elisseeff raisec the question of the extent to which
Cheeloo, Nanking, und sost Chin: hive been sble to unite the work they are doing in
thde field of Chinese Culturcl Studies. He states thet the Trustees recognize the
consider:tions which mude it necessury for tihese three universities to cixrry on work
thut was lurgely along institutionel lines during 1937-38. The Trustees feel, hovever,
that during the current year 1938-39 the turee universities chould have succeeded in
attaining & much larger degree of unity in the work they are doing in Chinese Cultural
Studies. &nd it is their houe thot if these three wniversities remsin together on the
Chengtu campus during 1939-40 that institutionsl lines in the field of Chinese Cultural
Studies might be largely or wholly eliwinuted, and tuct the work to be conducted as &
single enterprise, .ith substantial ecomomies in the metter of mumber of staff required
and number of courses offered.
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To the Four Presidents % Januwry .4y 1239

in the fourth place, tae individuel bourds of Trustess wnd tus
sspocieted Bourds must dovote themselves dur.ny the next {lve conths Lo the g
portent ond diffficult tasx of pass:ing wpon the gro.ras oF the judivicuul colleyoes
and of the group es « whola, for the yeur 1939=40, +ith cpeciul reference to the
obiigutions ehich tun inalviducd Bourds and the unlted groun bhave Jor roviding
rogulur and sgeeicl sugport for tals worke It pos sasms obvious ¢ wt more difficuit
uestions wiid be raiped this s rip, than «t any tlee during the lust JdeoCadsee @
wuct have full snd fruag infornction frow ecch o tha Culleges oo to their own
special aitu (lon snd problens, we 1o the swdjusteonts thoy heve e wnd wre planuing
to muke, «nd ac v the reasons shy eartuin other adjustuanta wre sot poopidis bt this
tine.

This Llotter is written therefuie Lo wuk thaet aach ol you kou. Us
fusey informed during the cooing woaths, both on bebwli!l of yo uar indiviauwl Insti-
tutivns wnd em behbiedl of the iowr Colleges wi « growys, with refurence 10 jouwr lulb,
rogres, wod fiocncled sstiates for 1239=4U.

First ol w.i, shet cro the urossoels 4o to adl Jowr ol tus Llleges
raccining on the (80t bLiung Cuipus Loy 1i39=4u? ¢ recilie tiu.t thus fir o hwvs
had to Live on « wonth by wouth besise Hven dur . ng tho aext few wonths thore -i.l
bé sxceeding aifficuity in saying definliesy -hether your college ex e to remiun
in Cheagiad or to return to its original cizuce You cun Wite rightldy poelat cut
that "gows pudden cluage in tha wiiitery sltu tioe inm Chin. awy aoceusitate o complete
revision of our deas 6t eny womente® il ths. ¢ consia r ti.ms the grouss here in
samerice regognl.e ulbs ciouriye. Ju tae otbor ueud 2 Con U0t CoLudGdy Luge sleng
for LJ)3 =40 aice b on thu gagercl cosaastion Lol certidn «ork wili srovuebly be
curried on in cartein daflinlle LocCuti née

I e s9csud giecey il awie Dwr of your Codddge. we phaaning o
rocsin in Changta during i737=0J 4d.t »1i)l oo Juar geasrea o0iiCy «atlld rogurd to
the cesitensncs ol fnstldtuilicneie liuse? How far ciid sepurats lustitavionael linas
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uentd, [ilelu Wreasulrers, ddinisy whe bhur Lujor wdmialicwreative olfiears? 7o what
@xtout cun soww 0o «ll of thuoe wuwiadelrative funclivne ou correl .tou Or wiilgu. tad?
Hos four e & pleaned 10 seiatulin sepurets sastitutionsl Liues in thae Jlole o lastouce
tion? 4Ll dilferent .olicics bo fo.liowea in dilfereat schols anu depurtiants = some
baing «ors coasdetely caabinsu tod 2ALuerd? Hoo fur, shc in shutl Gegpurtucaols, Cen w
Bluflf wenber of one undversity tuke wtu ¢ adiyiie cGiss: tns studanus ol wis four of
the anivergitios &n bie own sgpaciad f£isla? Hoo growt « rsduetlion in thu tolul teiche
ing stall cun ba 8ifactad by such cuabiinetivue? - hore roductione «re al'fectud ]
this weun redcasing 801 Soelburs wirecdy sL a0yady wad 1 oo ool Legal or mor.d

obligetions 4o o have to the stufl wvabers tuus reisusoed?

ik the Wird phugey whatl woaed be bao p0aley Wi ths aadversilics ith
rogad o bue cdaleaion Of stuwenidl  odad Choo. oy uliilng, «ad Hoaklia, resstirict
taelr sarosdsent tu atadanis who cows L0 viwilglu ITom Lhe wrows sbdeh Lioss thraea
inetitatione worseily eerve In tuw ecetorn wnd oethein gerte of Chiuw? 201 oot
Chiaa restrict ite onroslaenl W sludanle cuany iTu. ke wostern gect.on o5 Chiud?
Jr #.id some Lilberty DO waitwsod @uch sladunt to elibon. Lhe Wuivers.aiy in -Lich ha or
8he Jishes L0 Sroii, regurdiecs 58 tuu «ree {ro. obich ho or she cuue.? Mo, aill
cradlit be givea .here studenis earv.dad la one aniveircity do woma or wll ol thadr sorg
in clusses which conbine the studsats frow savercl or il o1 tho lnstitutions?
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In the fourth place, how far cun the budgets of the four umiversitics
be ecorrelated or amalgamuted? Must four separate sets of cwrrent accounts be kept,
with exchange of funds between differemt institutionm where adjustments are necessary?
Can there be & po. ling of funds and expenditure: in some departments of operation and
maintenance or of instruction? what economies can be effected ag & result of corre-
lation or amalgamsation?

In the fifth place, whut are your plans with regard to the usc of the
buildings and equpment of West China Union University? How far will institutional
lines be maintainecd in the use of class rooms, laboratories, dormitories and adminis-—
trative offices? xmmkx Have the buildings already erected during the pust year or
now in process of construction nade reasonably adequate provision for the physical
ne:ds for next year, or is additional comstruction urgently necded? I1f any further
construction is ne:ded, please send full details, and also indicate what use should
be made of such additional buildings after the termination of tie present emergency.

If any of the threc visiting instituti ons is planning to transfer
some or all of its work either back to its original cecmpus or to some other center
outside of Chengtu all of the above juestions would still be applicable to such ine
stitutions and departments &as plan to remain.

The above yuestions are only & few of the obwvisou problems which con-
front us as we consider the work of the four universities for 1939-40. e know thut
all these questions have been very wuch in your minds and that you have also been
studying many other phases of the mhmm problem which we have not mentioneds You have
many problems with which we have no acquaintance whatever., #e do not wish to add to
the heavy burdens you are already carrying by suggesting some long questionneaire to
be filled out. But as you will all recognize, neither our individual Boards of
Truste s nor the group as a whole can effectively give you the help you will need
next year except as we understand your situation fully, mnd present it intelligently
and with conviction to all of the american friends to whom we wust look for the cone=
tinuation of your support,

Wie hope that you and your colleagues will have opportunitie:s to dise
cuss such problems as these with the members of our Boards of Trusteces who are visite
ing Chengtu tuis winter. e hope tou that all four of you wiil be attending the
meeting of the presidents of all the Christian Colleges in Chinu whic h we understand
is to be held about the middle of 4april., &t that time the accomplishments snd problems
of the group of institutions working together in #West China will undoubtecly be one
of the major topice of discussion.

Here in america everyone is watching with keen interest the progress
of the experiment in working together, which our four colloges on the iest China
cuempus are conducting. We realize that 1t was begun under the compulsion of an emer-
gency situution, and that there was no time for long=range planning before you found
yourself crowded together on t'e Wiest China campus, but we believe that the expégriment
will produce many valuable lessons in cooperation which will prove helpful to the
whole program of Christian higher educction in China during the years just aheud.

Very sincerely yours,
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Chengtu, Szechuan
January 30, 1939

Mrs, T. D. Macmillan
China Colleges Office
150 Fifth Avenue

New York New York

Dear Mrs. Macmillan:

When I returned to the College a few days ago, I found your letters of
October 11 and November 14 which had arrived a few days previously. Miss Li
Dze~djen also gave me your letter of October 7, but I forgot to ask when it
arrived. Mail was quite irregular for a time, and during my absence very
little American mail came to Chengtu at all. It is just during the last few
days that people are getting letters, and we hope that after this mail stop-
page, mail will come more regularly by the new route, This morning I received
yours of December 2 - Confirmation Copy - the original of which has still not
come, I have meant to write a report of my trip to Medras, but have not yet
been able to do so, and instead, I am sending you a brief letter today. If
this should get good connections at Kunming it ought to reach you in good time,

I am very glad to hear that the Ginling representative of the Christian
Association at Smith is so active and interested in us. Your suggestion of
having our girls correspond is a very good one, but I am afraid that this mail
delay may have cooled the enthusiasm of the Smith girls. One thing we should
be careful of in starting such a correspondence - that is, that we do not have
too many letters come, because from earlier experience we found out that our
girls are rather slow in answering, What I am thinking of doing now is to
get several of our girls to write a few letters addressed to Smith girls ¢ /o
Miss Alice Lyman. This would save time, since mails are uncertain.

The suggestion of having the Smith students get books for us is indeed
splendid and most welscome. I will at once get two or three departments to make
out lists, so that the books may not be too thinly scattered among various
- departments. Right out here we would appreciate books more than anything else,
and T wish to thank you or whoever was responsible for this bright suggestion.
The books should be sent BOOK POST direct to Chengtu, marked via Kunming., If
the Post Office should refuse to send parcels direct to Chengtu, please send
to Kunming, ¢/o American Consulate. There Mrs. Harriet Cogswell Myers will be
gled to redirect the parcels,

I wish to thank you for sending me the Associated Boards Bulletin. You
certainly put out very attractive and interesting publications and we cannot
but help appreciate all that you have been doing for us, and especially for
Ginling. It was at Madras I learned from Miss Hodge's letter to Miss Tyler
that Miss Griest was unable to return to New York, and that you are carrying
on the work for Ginling. I am so disappointed to hear of Miss Griest's deci-
sion, for I had been hoping so much that after her vacation and rest, some
arrangement might be made to enable her to continue her most valuable service
to Ginling, However, for the College, I am thankful you have consented to take
on the extra work. I know what a full programme you are carrying for the
Associated Boards, and this work for Ginling will make an extra burden for you.
Please do not hesitate to write us for any material we may be able to supply.

I should mention that we very often get involved in the immediate work from day
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to day, and forget to send things early enough to be of real use. S0 if you
think of anything we should be getting ready for you, I would appreciate it if
you would send a reminder. Just now we are making ;lans for 1939-40 so thst
we can have the Budget and other materials in your hands before the meeting of
the iesociated Boards in lay.

How a few words about the trip to Madrus. T am very glad thet I finally
decided to go. The China delegation urged me to be the Delegation lesder and
after I got to Yadras Mr. Puton and Ur. Mott persuasded me to be Chairman of a
Sestion. And then since I was appointed by the China N.C.C, to be one of the
two representatives on the Comaittee of the Internationsl Missionary Council,
there were some committee meetings for that also., This filled up my time quite
fully, end so I complaim that I did not get the chance of visiting in a leisurely
way with other delegates, not ever with Ginling people, Miss LacKinnon and liss
Tyler.

However, I was told that the China delegation made a very good impression,
were sald to be well prepared, and that they gave a valuable o ntributiom to the
Conference. It seeus that our friendlinees with the Japanese delegation made a
great impreseion, and meny people sald we were "magnanimous”. On the way I met
Alumnae groups at Kumming, Hongkong, Singapore snd uanils. It was most hearten-
ing to see our girls so loyal to the College, and eajger to get all the news of
Chengtu and Nenking. Here in S:echuan, sng all-Szechuan Post Kadres Conference
has been planned to start February l. The other ladirss delegates under the
leadership of 3ishop Ward got here just this morning. They cams by the Burma
Highway e far as Kumming, and from there by plene to Chengtu. Ycsterday at
the afternoon inglish service, I was anked to speak on Kadras end Chinag and for
the coming three days of the Conferenwy wmost of us delegates will be occupied.

I returned to Chengtu by way of Chungring und saw iadame Chiang iwice. 5he was
very active in giving lendership to the ‘omen's “ork, and thers were two meet-~
ings in which enhe amkod me to participate. Aabout the middle of February I have

to go to Chungking again to attend a series of meetingss (1) Feople's Folitical
Couneil; (i Conference of Presidents of Colleges and ’rincipals of iiddle S3chools;
(3) Natiomal Lducational Conference. 50 [ caume buck Just in time to meke plans
for the second semceter nnd next school year before going off to Chungking for
three weeks.

¥ith best wishes to you, Ure. Wacmillen, in the finc work you are doing,

I remain,
3incerely yours,

Signed Yi-fang Wu
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J President Yi-fang Wu
Miss Elsie M. Priest
Girling College
o/o vest China Union University
Chengtu, Szechwan, China

Dear Friendss

There are several items upon which I am supposed to write as growing
out of the Exeoutive Committee meeting on January 26th. The first one is the
action regarding the new Sciemce Building at Chengtue. Miss Hodge asked Dre
Lobenstine to present the request as he had been at the meeting of the Associated
Boards Committee which had given consideration to the request for a science
building or more particularly & Chemistry building.

You will note, from the minutes, the action taken by the officials
appointed by the cooperating boards of trustees representing the units working
at Chengtu. The original request for Ginling was put at $3,000.00, but, after
much discussion on this one single item, Ginling's share was reduced to $2,000.
In view of this consideration, the Executive Committee of Ginling felt it only
wise to acquiese and that the request of $2,000.00 be approprieted from emer-
gency funds for this purpose, with the understanding, of course, that the builde
ing would belong to West China if, and when the visiting universities return to
their own campuses.

The Committee studied the emergency needs as approved sometime ago,
as received from China. As there seemed to be no immediate prospect of retum=-
ing to Nanking, that item quite definitely might be applied to the Chemistry
Building. It was slso felt that other items might be adjusted to produce a
seving whereby the §2,000,00 could be secured without difficulty.

As soon as the other universities approve of the measure, you will
be informed as to the next move to be made = probably by cable.

The sale of 3521=-323 East 11l4th Street, New York will close the books
on one of the sourest mortgege situations with which I have had to deal.

We had originally mortgages totaling $30,000.00 on two properties
which began to slide and went rapidly downward. Texes were allowed to scoummlate
and the mortgage moratorium protected the ommer and the Union Gueranty Company
for a considersble period.

When we took over the books, the Works Progress Administration of the
Government furnished men to tear down the property and our first task was to
see that the vacant land was properly protected with a fence. With accumulation
of nearly $8,000.00 in back taxes, and with lots in the neighborhood selling at
$1,200,00, you oan readily see there is absolutely nochance or us getting out
of the pioture, and thé lager we hold them, the more expemsive they become, and
we also have a liability. As a result it was decided to sell for $200,00.




President Yi-fang wu 2/8/39
Miss Elsie M. Priest

I presume that either Miss Hodge or Mrs. Sears will be writing
you regarding other items acted upon at that time,

With sincerest regards, I remain

Very truly yours,

C. A, EVANS
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building to serve as dining and living-rooms. It seems very likely that the Woman's
College will approve our putting up one cottage whioh may be turned over to them after
wé-réeturn to Nanking.
EC-50.
" We have worked out a joint application together with Woman's College to the British
Boxer Indemnity Fund for a grant to start the Home Sconomics Department. Much emphasis
has recently been put on the subject of Home Economics in girls' Middle Schools, so there
is a great need for well-trained teachers. When Dr. Cressy was in Chengtu we talked
to him about the changed situation and he readily agreed that besides the Home Economics
Department at Yenching there was a place for work here, in West China. If our applicatim
is fully granted, then the College will not need to provide additional funds. But we
put down C$ 2,000. and it is in case that we get only a partiasl grent.
EC-51.

We put “social education™ because it is a litersl translation of & Chinese term.

It includes popular education for grown-ups, and elementary education for the illi-
terate and for those children who heve never been in school. The Ministry of Education
is paying much attention to this work, and is expecting colleges and schools to take

part along certain lines. Since we have a Sociology Depar tment we feel we ought to parti-
cipate in this worthwhile movement and I intend to apply to the Ministry of Bducation for
funds; even if it does give us a grant, it will likely require the institution to furnish
part of the money.

In regard to item 3, Restoration gg.balaries, I wish to explein that at present out
salaries are paid at B0% which was made possible after the generous gift from the faculty
in Americe. (You may remember that from the beginning of the war until your gifts, our
salaries were 60% and 40%). Our group last spring were satisfied because the living
costs were much lower here than they had been in Nanking; but costs have soared, and
since our normal salary was quite low to begin with, it seems to me we need to oconsider
the needs of the faculty end should try to pay full if at all possible.

EC-62.

Miss Sutherland's furlough is overdue and we feel both for her own heelth and her
parents' sake, she should take furlough this summer. We asre going to invite some Chinese
teacher to tide over her year away. Miss “utherlend hes féund a Miss Butler of the South-
ern Methodist Mission availsble the fell of 1940, and 1 am going to approach Miss Mac
Kinnon requesting her Mission to assign her to Ginling. Miss MacKinnon has wished to hew
a representative on our Feculty and since their work in Bast China is somewhat limited,

I hope their Board will be able to make this appointment.

EC-53.

~ " Miss Vautrin talked to Miss Tyler very thoroughly in regard to her furlough. After
careful consideration, we agreed with her thet for this period it is best for her to stay
another year. However, we have definitely made a condition that she take & good vacstion
this summer, and that her doctor must approve the postponement of her furlough.

EC-54.

The request thet the Founders permit Dr. Heeves to extend her furlough term for one
more year before retirement was made after careful







¢inling College, Chengtu,
March 31, 1939
(Received 4-19-39)

Garside
I.. Je K
City

Vre. Garside:

I wish to acknowledge the receipt of your joint letter to the Presidents,

and to thank you for your full presentetion of the situation in Ilew York. Tie are

most gratef 1 to you and your associates for the devoted work you have been dolng

for the China Colleges, and we fully appreciate that your task is getting more diffi-
cult when the war situation continues. 'When Dr. Decker and Dr. Cressy were in Chengtu,
in February, they held conferences with uc {rom the [our institutions and explained

to us the sort of questions that will be put to you by the Foundations and Donors.

1 am sur» when they return to llew York they will be abls to give you a detalled report
of the work in Chengtu, and alsc uiic spirit of co-operation among the institutionse

T wish now to answer your f[ive oueésticns Trom the viewpoint of Cinling Collegme.

l. You asked whera the four Colleges would be situated for 1939-~1940. Ve,
too, agree witn you that whilie we ceanot be sure of thw future, we should have cer=
tain plans in order to carry on. ¢ have considered “he possible chinges in the
war situation, but we fely that aside from air~ruiis Chengtu should not be dis-
turved. ‘e have, therefore, plaaned on the assumption of two more years' stay here.

2o Tou asked what will /e : al policy with regard to the mainiuaance
of institutional lines. It seems cles us thoc the three guest institutions in
Chengtu all expect 10 raturn to our ovm campuses when that becomes possible, and
there is the host insbitution that will remain to be the Christian university ian this
part of the country. It seems, therefore, that we should work for closer co-opera-
tion and correlation and not for amalgamation. In regard to administrative economy,
I may say that Ginling has been running on & minimum basis, For administrative offi-
cers, there is only one registrar, one Phlnese secretary who also teaches five hours
a week, and one assistant treasurer (under Wi oriest) who is also business managere.
As to instructors, Ginling strongly supports closp co—operation with other institu-
tionse In fact, we send students to elect courses at Nenking University and Vest
China University, and welcome their stu tents to elect our courses. 4t present the
'eads of the same Departments in various institutions are ha 2ving conflerences, so
tnat in the future there will be more effective arrengement in the offering of
courses. For illustration, I may refer to the Chemistry Department. ror the spring
semester only one Industrial Chemistry course is offered for all the institutions,
and it is given jointly by three men from Vest China, University of Nanking and
Ginling, each giving the part that is his specla. line. In answer to your question
whether bome faculty may be relsased because of such combination, and whether we have
obligstions to those released, I an alrald we heve to say that we have obligations
to them, for we cannot let them go when the pros.coct of securing employment else~
where i3 very scarce. After leaving Nanking, Ginling reduced its stal'f greatly, and
this year we have had to invite purt-time lecturers for some necessary coursese. 50
cven when we work out more thorough co-operation, there will be little saving that
can be realized in Ginlinge

Fe

3. Vith regard to admission of students, we have not paid e- 53antion vo the
locality they are {rom. Nowever, in Ginling the largest group of students aure {rom
Jupsh province. [he University of Ianking, after coming to Chengtu, has not admittced
new cirls, so for the'region of Nenking, Finling ls tThe only institution admitiing

Last swaser when we gave our ©ntrance tests, we gave them on the same dates




March 41

as Tlest China Union University so that the women epplicants went to one or other, aml
there was thus no compstition. In the future, the four institutions can casily plan
to give their entrance tests on the same dates, and when the candidates come tc us
personally, we shall explain to them regarding the areas. There is one otner natural
choice by the scudents, that is, according to strong departments in the different
institutions. last summer there was not time to work out a common college calendar,
and so the opening and closing dates vary greatly between West China University and
tile two institutions from lianking. There is the plan now to have a similar calendar
for the four institutions for next year. This will enable students [rom one insti-~
tution more easily to elect courses from other institutions. For our students taking
rorl in other institutions, we accept the credits they receive thers.

4, As for budgets, they follow naturally the answer to your question, number
2. Our air is clearly to have closer correlation among the four institutions here,
vut I am afraid it will cause difiiculty technically if the institutions do not keep
separate sets of accounts for tnemselves. Tor joint projects (such as the proposed
teacher training course) there is no doubt that only one account will be kept, and
one joint committee will sdiminister the fundse. But for combined courses or other
forms of co-operation, a system of exchange may be worked out, either as muiual
exchange of services, or transfer of funds emong institutions. In regard to tThe
students of Ginling end the University of Ianking, electing courses in the other in-
stitution, I have wished to work outl a fair basis of adjustment of funds, and have
talked with VViss Priest on this point rhe fair basis is to work out the cost of e
rer student credit. . does bake time und needs accurate records, Lut we are not
sure if wiss Eriest will be able to acusud to this work in addition to all she nus

to do in the Treasurers! offices of the several institutions.

5. e have considered the building needs for Ginling for next ser, and
think wa should plan to build two or three mus. teaching studios, and a faculty
cottage. [his latter 1 ‘11 very v vith the plaas of the ‘joman's College of

e 11d -ries of cobiage inese Womene e Ve

'ast China .r.iversivy Go bulld a series ol coLuage:s hi

return to Nanking, they will be $-ional cottage for thelr women.

As for music studios, there a WO pOSS lities: one is for Claling Uo puv up

inexpensive, tenporary building; the ouhsr 15 to work oub & mors permanent plan

the Tus'c Department ol “est ( ' iversit, I have hard from their Music sv
P

that they do hope to heve a Music Bullding i the Puturs, Cor ot present both Ueaching
end vraciice is being temporarily done in the ducrtion Buildinge

our classes are now veing held ‘1. the four rooms 1sstgred to ue in

‘
4L
Building, and if we may continue to use thew, we shall e able to get elong, part

o

culerly as we hope Lo nave nore combined courses offered among the institutionse.

A few days ago the -residenb "¢ conference in reserd te vour letter, uand

-
4

[ am sure that the other presidents wil writing you both about our agreement for
close co-operation, and their individual dcusiion. If T think of zdditional informa-
Lion that we should send you, I will surely try to write you. I am not gulte sure

yet if I can attend the Yongkong meeting; if not, cresident Chen will be there, end

65 a menber of our Board will represent us alsoe

o
Again, may I express my deep sooreciccion to you, and assure you of Ginling's
full support of your plans?

Sincerely yours,

(signed) Yi-fang T
Yi-feng "u




Letter from President Y. I's 1 arch 31, 1939

P.S. I am sending you herewith enclosed a copy of the minutes of the meeting of the
Board Executive Committee in Chengtu on Warch 21. MNiss Priest and T have written

to Mr. Evans covering the financial matters and here I wish to make only a few
remarkse

Since we realize the difficult task you have in raising the emergency campaign
year after year, we have tried our best %o keep our current budget and the totel
reques- £s low as possible, and have not included any items which are not likely to
be needed within next school year, such as travel back to Nanking or reconditioning
of the college buildings. If you turn this year's total of C%70,000 into U.5e
currency you will see the figure is considerably lower than what we asked last year.

with regard to the current budget for Chengtu, it is well within the assured
income of the college. If from the total we should count out sucn items as Wanking
program (which indludes staff, operation and maintenance, and special program),
Rural project in Szechuen, and Board of Founders and share in Associated Boards,
the figure then becomes $109,706.36. Of course we realize Tanking program is a
part of the college, promotional expenses in New York sare indispensable, and the
rural project is a long time plen of our Sociology Depzrtment which was delayed by
the war. I merely wished to show by this Ligure how ccnscientiously we have tried
to present a minimum budget, and we do count the budget &s a whole and the shortage
to be raised is C%542,715.19.

As Cfor the other items listed, I should say & few words ebout "restoration of
salaries to 100%". There was no action on this in the minutes; it was because we
failed to present the problem to the Axecutive Committee for discussion and not
because the Committee did not support it. The reasons for this request are briefly,
the rising cost of living in Chengtu, low basic salary scale in Ginling, and there
has been discount since September of 1937.

(signed) Y. Feo T




May 7, 1939

Dear Tutors:

The Central Government has initiated the National Spiritual Mobilization
movement. What should we do as a Christian College in order to make this
movement have effective results in our college life?

Will you please consider the following questions and be prepared to
disouss them at the meeting tomorrow evening at 7 o'elock? If you have other
important points to bring up, we shall be glad to have them.

Thanking you for your cooperation and your contribution in working out
a program for the college.

Sincerely yours,

Wu Yi-fang

SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATIOR

1. Considering the special time and conditions are you satisfied with
what the college is doing?

2., Are we faculty doing what we should be doing in gulding the students?
3. Are the students doing what is expected of them?

4, If not, where, in particular respects, have the faculty or students
failed most?

5. What have we collectively and individually done to meet needs of the
country at this time? Have we actually sacrificed anything for this war?

6+ What do you think are the reasons for the recent conditions in the
college?

7. Make concrete suggestions to improve the present conditions and to
guide our future activities.




Extract of letter from
President Wu Yi-feng, Ginling College, Chengtu, Szechuan, China
) May 8, 1939

DESCRIPTIQ OF AN AIR RAID

At 1320 this morming we were roused from sound sleep by the
shrieking of the siren announcing that Japanese planes were headed this
way and were already inside the boundaries of Szechuan. Our college
group followed quietly and promptly the rules of action for times like
this; all dressed as quickly as they could without any light (all
electricity having been turned off when the signal was given). liost
of the students and faculty took refuge in two dug-outs near our
buildings and a few went farther into the surrounding fields. The
night was bright with moonlight, and it seemed impossible that death-
dealing planes should come into such beauty. I was spending the night
at a home on the campus end walked back to be with the group here. The
Chinese pursuit planes kept guard above, but there seemed to be no
battle in the air and no bombs fell. The release siznal sounded about
4330,

No sooner were we all in bed a;ain when another signal came,
Just eas the sun wes rising and the moon still in sight. At a quarter
of 8ix the second release signel came and you can well imagine that

everyone was sleepy throughout.the day. We are told that no damage
was done, for the planes could not locate the city.

We are cager to have you lnow the meanin; of reports you may
receive that the schools in Chengtu are being obliged to move. The
truth of the matter is that the Educational Commission has ordered
the primary and middle schools inside the city wall to move into the
country in order to reduce the congestion of papulation. We are out-
side the city wall on a spacious campus, so that we make & much lecss
attractive target for bombing planes and are not liable to the high
fire risks of the city. Please do not worry, therefore, if you hear
repeatedly that schools are being obliged to leave Chengtu,while the
four colle;e and university institutions stay on.




Ginling College, Chengtu, May 8, 1334

Dear Miss Hodge, Dr, Lobenstine,
Mrs, MacMillan, and Miss Yriest,

Ever since I sent you the caplegrem on Vey second, I have wented to
write you 2 letter, but not until to-day could I manage to., I!lowever, I
trust that the letters I sent yo  bhefore T went to Mongkong have already
reackhed you and have helped you to understand the situation out here,

The whole question was reovened during the Presidents' lleeting in Hong-
kong, partly because more lettere from von were there explaining the
importance of the trip, =end pertly because I thought it might be wise
for me to be prcsent =t the Lgenciasted “nards' ~eetine, Yrs, 'ew rather
wished I could rec~nsice S» T came back by the earliest possible
plene end ¢ot here frri surrrisin~ all the Colleze for I had Jefinitely
pleanned to teke a {trin = Shanehei sfter the Hongkong meeting end had
not expected *t: Fturn hefara 'Yav 10, Aprin I eeked the Ad Interinm
Committee 1o hcl rannngidAerine thia impartent cuestion, ent T let
a few davys nesc HefHre we were sy mn¥e the final decision, hen :
rested frox the trip and went *through all the factnrs ‘nvnlved
quite clear ir r ot o v efare the Ad Interim Comnittee
I should st=y, rron-, when wa met L asked others tn give iV
ment , dhile &l ver~ rerdy tn sunvort me in any cdecision I il g
their individual prefrrences tended to the first decisior to st
So our finel decision renresented our unanimous opinien, T
ere brielly:s
1, iy presence 1 ceded in Chengtu to nisa for next yeer
the Jo TFE, T 7ot Areretion among tlhe institutior
2. Conditions in hurone » gan uncertein eny big chernge

.

would ef¥cet the wer conditions ir vhine, erd the summer

I
4

itical reriod,
8. the "lipper trip, ‘or 1 get air-siclk eesil:

9
1 2

I
physical cordition is not quite up to taatl week s

'he only
DOL‘;' T - Y ac+ alha rreas v Jopan - ac alresds booke Jl\tll,
‘he trol a7 atrenrihanine the Bister Cotlteeere, : ship mey be
att ~n a~mewhat later when I maey heve snnther chance of
going ton Americc and staevine ionrer, sune ¢nd July 2re *the
poorest time to do any oromnotionsl wort Ior <! 11 ecey, £nd
vyt becaous " +he work in Chengiu, i could rt etay longer
Anerice { gh=11 write & mneraonal 16 ar 19 1. 4
and I n1omne thet with his keen uanderstend:

gituations, he will epprecia s the rea=o!
lorng trip ot this time,
In regerd to the meeting of the Agsotioted “oerds ath Lr,
Cressy snd Dr, Decker hzve been to shengtu rill rely be
eble to preeent the conditions Lere to the ; 1] wish 2lso
to ok Mjag Ruth Chester to sit in =8 ¢ 1 3 renrceentstive
She knnwstthe n-oolpraand f the programme of
Tast china snd also knowe the conditions well, So
pafter theee considerationsg there d n~ ¢ w eny need fer me to
go to ettend the Lsnocirted 3onrds' ee
[ wish to again exvrees mv regret that i Pfollow vour
pwquests in this matder, end I can assure you Tt t wes Tor what
geemed the -ood of the Tollepge that we lecidied ~a e have, Lf +he time
were not 8o uncertain and 48 we hed a larger (¢ 1ty 417 Chengta, I
would have heen glad t» come and do my s1are in v~ur tremandone task
in America of promotion for sinling,
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getting the real meaning and effective results from such a movement,
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It seemed to us that asa Christian institution we ought to do more in
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May 20, 1939

Dear President Wus

Let we acknowledge with thunks your letter of
March 3lst, in which you set forth very fully ana thoughtfully
the situation which Ginling snd the other Colleges on the West
China cumpus are fucing as they deal with the problems of coop=
eration.

We have shared your letter, together with the
responses of the other Presidents, with the members of the
Associuted Boards Commitiee om Staff ancd Curriculum and the
Executive Committee. A review of the mutter wil®» also be pree
sented at the Annual Meeting of the Associated Boards & fortmight
hence. We are counting on having Mre Cressy with us at thut
time to give us first=hand information. Dre. DPecker and Dr.
arnup will also be back, &nd cen shure with us the information
and observations which they are bringing buck from their latest
trip to China.

As I read your letter, it seems to me that all of
you who ¢re working together on the West China cumpus have gone
about as far in the direction of cooperation as has been possible
up to the present time. It is obviously impracticable to work
out all the details of any long-range program just at tinis time
when conditions are so uncertain und are changing so rapidly.
Perhaps our wisest course is to think through several alternative
programs, any one of which can be followed as the developing situa-
tdon may denand.

With all good wishes for you and your colleagues
on the Ginling staff, I am

Very sincerely yours,

B A GARSIDE

Dre Wu Yi-fung

Ginliing College

c/o West China Union University
Chengtuy, Szechwan, CHINA

BAGsiP




3INLING COLLEGE, May 22, 1939

Mrs, T.D. MacMillen,
150 Fifth Avenue,
New York City.

Dear krg, MacMillan,

I wish to acknowledge the receipt of your lettersof April 27428,
with the copy of kige Mossmon's letter to youh, 2nd to trank yor for
sending me s copy of Freshman lonth and other publicity material you
have sent out for Cinling. You certainly have been busy in keeping
Ginling before her friends, tely liss Kirk hee been very %us; with her
swn terching so has not beer uble to sencd vou reguler newe, After uiss
Lillian kirk arrives, we shall ask h: to reyperrt more reguls
interenting unetivitiee 1in College

Tn regerd 1o Miga Tall Tu=-sd g wi sk 4+~ 1trhenk vou very much fovy your
effortes in securing hely or her at esuck » 1:1 rether disep-
pointed at not herring from #iass Yossmn for oo .leongg T urthermore

Miss Tzt said she won’* rather not ¢ ctroad to study this year So
thqu {»‘.l_." nrs r ter qd el VL ed ,'. v ri 4 T & :, ou -y T ~ g 3 L \,,‘ - oY " e Al
Misgs Tsfl going t» Americ: Now since HMiss Sweeney and vou are to work seo
nard to secure heln, L certainly underegtsnnd wg maust haw "inite word,
end so I heve included the three wo in = cehle to New York: "Taillyudjh
" Anonther reason that 3 1N T d T
stitute, that i3, Tu Suen-i ihear I wrote to Miss
sypasition that if iies Tel could n to Americe,

~onine .

+ 1y % . _ ™ iy ¥ Ly
] My sm Qe Towever 4 g B 0} rgentw 1€ 0 LY o’ 178 1 PErvice
. - 0
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COPY OF LETTER FROM PRESIDENT WU YI-P'ANG TC MRS. MABEL RHEAD, WRITTEN I
CHIENGTU, JUNE 10, 1939

Dear lMrs. Rheads

Vie were very happy to receive a cable from llew York giving us the glad
news that you were very eager to returm, I camot tell you in words how much
I appreciate your desire tc help us even at this time of war. I shawed your
letter to Catharine and Stella and we all wished to cable, "Come at once.” You
do not need any eipression Irom us how Ginling will always welcome your return.
If the war had no% broken out I am sure we would have long ago arranged for your
return to ankling after you finished your term in Amm Arbor, 3Jut this terrible
war camé Lo Interflere with everything, national, institutional and perscnal.
So we wera {orced to face the actual situation and reason out what was the ad-
visable thing Lo do both for you personally and for Ginling. I then regretted
that T had not written to you earlier alout the conditions of the music department
in Chengtu and in rogard to the actual condikions of travel to Chengbtu, In
sending the oeble we decided on the following message, "Gladly welcome Rhead if
after facing nard travel, poor equipment aund possible emergency Ler judgment
confirmg dJdesire."” “hat we meent this sentence to convey is briefly this, we
greatly arrreclate your genuine desire to retwrn in spite of war conditions
and there is no doubt of the 'earty welcome at Ginling for your return at any
time but we wish to point out the great difference betwsen Nanking and Chengtu
and wished that you might consider them objectively before you would make the
final decision. I especially remember how you depended on your intuition in
making the right judgment in your several Lig issues so I am ready to leave it %o
you to declde and T shall support any decision that you may make. For instance,
your final decision in the spring of 1937 certainly turned out to be the best
for every party concerned, yourself, the University of ifichigan, and Ginling.

So I shall 4rust your intuition again.

The di iecult par®{ of travel is ifrom Iumming to Chengtu. II you can
fly then it is only %thrce or four hours in the air and that is the way most
wonen nmissionaries and quito a number of othorg are using in travelling between
the two cities. I you should not wish to fly, then the only alternative is
to travel on the bua or mission ‘ruck. The belter arrangement is by the mission
truck because the buses cre always crowded and very uncomfortable. It is about
a three to four day trip belween Kumming and Iweiyang and two to three days
between Eweliysng and Chungking and two days between Chungking and Chengtue 1f
you are coming to Chengtu, I would strongly advise against trawvelling overland,
but would advise you %o come by eirplane. I'rom llongkong to !laiphong it is a
two day orossing and sometimes he sea may be rough, irom laiphong to Huiming,
the Irench Rallwey has e slow and a fast train, The fast train takes a day and
night to cover the jouwrney and the slow train tekes three days travelling only
by day. This part of the Journey is not so difficult and it often happens that
vou My find people to trawvel with who can help.

In regard to equipment our Liusic Department has now five upright
pianos and two baby organs. All the five planos are second-hand and only one
is fairly new. Ve have no teaching studios and Miss Sutherland and even the
plano teechersa of fest China lfusic Depariment do the teaching in private homes,.
Catharine wes fortunate to be permitted %o use the pilano in Elsie Priest's home
whioch belonged to lirs. Viard. Since the single women that room in that house
work in offlces in the daytime we hope again to be given this privilepge again.
The pilanos in the Viest Chine lMusic Department are also fairly old so for upright
pianos there 1s not a real jood one on this whole cempus. In the College dormi-
tory we are quite crowded so if you come we shall arrange {or you o board with
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some family on the campus. Ilorence Xirk roomed with a Canadian fanmily last

utumn and her gister now is boarding “here and.this may be the best we can

arrange for you an! a few others of our faculty, The climate here is milder

than in ™anking and there is hardly any snow in winter. The homes use stoves

end I think are guite comfortables In the dormitory last winter we had one

stove for the student diningeroom which also served as student-hall in the svenings.
In our bedrooms we used charcoal Lurners and it was ¢:ite enough to keer the

roomsg comf'ortable.

The wer situation is the hardest for anyone to tell about beforenend.
Of one things we {eal sure and that is tha®t the Japanese army will never gttermpt
coming to Chengbu sc the only possible danpger is {rom the air. The ememy ; lanes
have vikited Chengtu only twioce last 'ovember and dropped bombs cn the air Iield
but after the repeated and serious bombings cf Chungking, people are inclined %o
think that Chengtu may not be left alone. Since the est China campus is estensive,
outside the city wall and bordering on open fields, the four institutions ere not
nlanning to move. The faculty and students go into dugouts or scatter into the
fields during an alarm to prevent possible loss of 1life if there should ne hombing.
Ocoasionally during the full moon, air raid alarms may be sounded after midnight
as on liny 7the So anyone living here should definitely be prepared or such
periods of straine The air base of the Japaness is still too far awaey for them to
make frecuent visits and the weathcr condisione give a natural protéction to this
city through most of the year, tror it is. gloud¥ whioh makes it difficult to looate
the oity from the air. If' the Japanese are successfui in taking Ichang and can
establish an air base there, it will cut short their flying distance by ~nc hour,
e hear that the Chinese air torce is bein; strengthened and so the Japenese
bombers may be discouraged from takirg such long tripse. All this indicates how
little we are able to tell about what may come in thae future, and it mey turn out
that we shall be able to carry on without interruption for another year., 7 fesel
very helpless to give friends in America ary defirite forecast and this is ong of
the main ressons i'or my turning to you and to to your own Judgment for the f{inal
decisiones In the cable from New York it wes mentioned that if now it is too late
for you to arrange arrival for the fall term it may be possible for you 1o arrive
after mid-year. So now we are tryin; tc seek a part-time helper from the music
staff of Viest Chima University for advanced piano students and Tu Shih-tsang
will take care ol the rest. This year the staff have been very busy, but next
autum they may have spare time because tiie scheol for Canadian children and the
Canadian liission School for Girls has moved into the country and may not return
to Chengtue I1f you si. uld decide to come Ly Tebruary we shali do our best to
carry on ifor one term.

in conclusion I wish to express again our deep appreciation for your
eagerness to serve Giiling in spite of war difficulties and al the some time
our earnest hope is thgt you will use your kecen mind to face the situation and
not merely {olliow your genuine sentiment. ‘hether it is now or in the future,
we do expect your return to Ginling and count it a great contribution te the
College as well as promoting apnreciation of real music and we shall dc our
best to provide the most favorable enviromment possible under the circumstances.

Yours most affectionately,

q/ Yi-fang T

YIVi/K
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fron Pregident Wu Yiefang to 1tiss Florence C. Tyler
Chengtu, Ssechusn, June 19, 19396

Dear Mise Tylor:

Encloged I am sending you my report to lties lodge,
Will you kindly glance over it bofore forwarding? And would
you please have copics medo and sent to the llembers of the
Doard of Founders and liss Chostor. This will save me writing
separate letters.

I soon to be kept busy with different kinds of things
and do not find enough time to dictgto all the letters that I
wish to write, but I can assure you that wo are all well and we
greatly appreciate the devoted support that our Board of Founders
has been glving us through this poriod of crisise.

I hope you will be ablo to have a holiday after yo r

bug; yoar of trevel and tho gories of moetings in Amerioca.
Sinocerely yours,

/ 8/ Yielmng W




Received N.Y. 29 June 1939

Letter from President Wu Yi-fang to Miss Ruth Chester
Chengtu, Szechuan, June 19, 1939

June 19, 1939
Dear liss Chester:

I wish to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
May 28th. I em glad to have the letter from Louise Chang. As you said,
this will give us more time to find out more about this girl. Her prep-
aration in Euthenics at Vassar College would help because we are hoping
to start work in Home Economics if our application to the British In=-
dermity Fund should be grented. The only thing I feel is that we should
meke & thorough inquiry in regard to her understending and apprecisation
of the real Chinese conditions in the interior. She was brought up
mostly in the big cities and had her high school treining at McTyeire.
Her mother, &s you know, is from the Huey family with no Chinese back=-
ground.

In regard to Mrs. Rhead, I hope that she has received
my letter early in June end my last one, after we had sent you the cable
reply, should assure her of our real desire to have her here and our readi-
ness to welcome her. It is really for the reason of assuring her service
to Ginling that we wished to wait a few years. I am relieved to know that
she will be at Michigan next fall and the recent bombing of Chengtu will
serve to illustrete what we meant by "possible emergencies." I shall not
do anything further until she has answered my letters.

I hope that you will forget everything else but enjoying
yourself and enjoying the children's company. There will be plenty of work
for you to do after you are here so you had better reserve all your energy
during the days you spend with your sister and on the boat.

Very sincerely yours,

/s/ Yi-fang Wiu




