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the motives ond efforts of the alumnme. Lirs, Lew @mrhusize that
alummae n°d no sympathy with merely neg.tive relieier of On'ﬂsiﬁ?on

.nd destruction, but desire counstructive cooperitions hetvecn students,
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of the colliege.
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Tre meetins was opensd for general dlscussion.




é Miss Merrill stated (with reference to a question about oo

in other sestions) that new  from Kuukizng and Kianssi wasmore unfav- °
orable,-- Comrunists being very active and schonl leaders being nerse-
o:ted and thre.tened, )

‘ Various speakers emrhasized that it 1is necessar to keer the
ouildingz ocoupiel if they are not to be tuken over by soldiers;
although doubt wus freely expressed, whether even the fzot of the
sghool being occupied and school in progress, would mave the gchool
from being =eized by soldiers,

Mr. lcnson brought out the rredominating weight of risk invelved,
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Report of
GINLING COLLEGE

Subwititea vo the Ginling College Committee, December 1927.

1986-1927 Academic_Year

In Septemper 1926 college opened with an enrollment of one hundred and
thirty-two. . Tne work of the year followed in a happy, normal eourse until
the sudden Nanking "ineident," March 24, 1927. Classroom and laboratory work
was in progress that morning when news of the entrance of the Southern Army,
and 1oiiowing events, was brought to the college. Within a few hours all
toreigners were conducted under escort to one of the University buildings.
The next day they were put on gun boats and taken to Shanghai. By what seemed
miraculous protection the buildings were unharmed.

On Sunday tollowing the tragic March 24, when the churches of the city
were occupied by soldiers, the students of Ginling in their own chapel and
with some of the students of the University of Nanking, "kept Sunday aud wor-
shipped." On Easter, less than a month after the tragedy, the girls of
Gimiing neld an Easter service - - as far as is known, the only formal Easter
service that was held in Nanking.

A Chinese Administrative Committee was formed and the alumnae were ral-
lied to the help of the college. In order to save the buildings from occupa-
tion by the soldiers, classes were kept going as far as was possible w.th the
small faculty and with interruptions from investigators and party visitors.

The toreign staff were divided as follows:

To America: Mr. Loos and family, Misses Pederson, Cogswell

To England: Miss Spicer

To Manila: Dr. Hagkett, Misses Buse, Sutherland, Andrews

To Korea: Miss Whitmer

To Denmark: Miss Case

In Shanghai: Mrs. Thurston, Misses Vautrin, Chester, CGriest,Treudley,
Reeves. (Miss Griest returned to America in June.)

At a meeting ot the Executive Committee of the Board of Control on May
11, the tollowing tendered their resignations: Mrs. Thurston, Misses Vautrin,
Chester, Case, Griest and Reeves. It was stated that this was done nou be-
cause they were unwilling to continue their work at Ginlihg, but that they
might stand ready to cooperate in any way and for any length of time that the
Committee deemed best. The Committee expressed appreciation of the spirit
which prompted the resignations, but took no further action.

Miss Pederson and Miss Case indicated that they would not return to
Ginling. Misses Griest, Cogswell, and Mr. Loos, reported their readiness to
" return when the way opened.

During the summer an office was opened in Shanghai.

Opening of College in September 1927

Frienas of the college who had relatives or children in the college be-
' ;ddeveu it sate to open. Mr. T. Z. Koo said "go ahead." The foreign faculty
" i8n Shanghai felt that to wait for peace might mean waiting a number of years;
1"1if tney waited for the populace to invite them back they might never return.

i
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.t was aecordingly decided to proceed with plans to open college and permis-
sion was secured from the Nationalist Government by a committee composed of
one member ot the Cninese faculty, one alumna and one student.

On September 23 college opened with 95 students, among whom were 20 sen-
iors and 31 freshmen. The faculty numbered 24 (13 Chinese women, 3 Chinese
men ana o toreigners). The Practice School is in operation, doing third year
schedule Middle Scnool work similar to that which has been followed for the
last three years.

College aaministration was placed in the hands of an Administrative Com-
mittee composed of five Chinese, with two Americans as advisers. Miss Ellen
Koo, sister ot T. Z. Koo, is chairman of the Committee.

A foreign member of the faculty writes:

"It is very gratifying to have the Chinese faculty taking hold so
well and in such fine spirit, and to see how, in spite of any superficial
changes, it is still the same Ginling. Particularly in regard to chapel ser-
vices and other religious activities, and the things which can help to keep
the spirit that Ginling has rejoiced in, there is absolutely no let down,but
if anytning, an increased effort, due to the feeling that they are all par-
ticularly important this year, especially since there is not any curriculum
Bible study, at least this term.....It seems to me we are learning that the
thing we've helped to make here is an even finer and bigger and stronger
thing uvhan we realizeda, and if it proves to be so fine that it doesn't need
us, we must not be anything but profoundly grateful even though it will pull
our heartstrings pretty badly. I feel sometimes quite overwhelmed at the
wonder of it ail and at the thought that I have had even a tiny part in it."

Miss Koo writes as follows of the religious life of the college:

"Every day we have chapel at which most of the girls attend regu-
larly. Every Thursday and Sunday evening a prayer meeting arranged by the
devovional committee of the student Y.M.C.A. Every Sunday morning we have a
unitea service tor the students of Ginling College and Nanking University in
which the real spirit of worship prevails, because all Christians take part.
It is held in Ginling College Chapel. It is arranged by the members of the
Sunday service committee, consisting of earnest Christians from both institu-
tions regardless of faculty or students or servants."

Return of the Foreign Staff

The following extracts from letters bear on this subject:

Miss Liu (Secretary of Administrative Committee), writing during the
summer: "Tnen there is the question of administration. Public opinion seems
to say it all must be done by Chinese. Everybody admits that we must have
1toreign teachers$. They don't mind having foreign teachers at all - even the
men in the government. Miss Wu found it out from her talks with a great many
of the men and I have talked it over with Mr. Djang of the Wan-chiao-pu too.
They said that they also invite foreigners to help them." :

Mrs. Thurston, September 23: "It seemg‘right, in spite of fairly
strong advice to the contrary from the Consulate in Shanghai, for a group of
the toreign faculty to go up to Nanking. Dr. Reeves went up on the llth,Miss
Treudley, Dr. Hackett, Miss Sutherland and Miss Andrews went up on the 21st,
and this morning Miss Vautrin, Miss Buse and Miss Chester."

[BYE
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Mrs. Thurston, September 30: "At the last we had to choose between

1e advice of Chinese advisers, including the Ginling faculty, and the advice

of American Counsular authorities. Each individual made her own decision and

went at her own risk. It was a hard decision to make, but I think those who
made it have a growing conviction that it is right for them to be there."

Mrs. Thurston, November 18: "Except for a very small number of local
'die hards' nearly everyone feels that the Ginling people did the right thing.
I think one of the most comforting things has been the attitude of Admiral
Bristol, which has in no way shown disapproval, and the conversation I had
with Mr. Hewlett, who has Just been appointed British Consul to Nanking, whom
I knew quite intimately when he was in Changsha in 1910. He had every oppor-
tunity as a friend to advise me not to allow the thing whieh I told him we
were doing at Ginling. He could easily have said, 'I think you are making a
mistake.' Instead,he expressed his personal opinion that Nanking was rela-
tively one of the safest places in China because the kind of thing which
struck Nanking does not happen twice in succession in the same place."

Mrs. Thurston, September 23: "While the Consul in an interview with
Miss Vautrin and Miss Treudley stated quite strongly the poliey of the Depart-
ment of State, American Legation and the Shanghai Consulate, ana advised
against the return of anyone to Nanking, he did at the same time give them the
impression that they were not taking any great risk of personal danger in go-
ing. He wants me to prevent them from going, or to recall those who have gone.
This, I cannot feel justified in doing, just as I could not feel Justified in
evacuating when the orders came on March 2lst. I do not feel that we made any
mistake at that time in exerecising our own judgment and only time can tell
whether our 'toolishness' has been wisdom."

Miss Koo: "We sent letters to six important headquarters in the city,
announcing the arrival of our foreign faculty. The Foreign Department and the
Educational Department answered us very nice and polite letters, saying they
will protect us, ete. Our foreign faculty stay on the campus and think it not
wise to go out at present.™

For nearly six weeks the eight Americans at Ginling were the only for-
eigners in Nanking. Later some of the men of the American staff of the Unlver-
sity returned. The business men of Hsia Gwan are friendly and frequently
visit the college. The Nationalist officers come often for tea and tennis.
"Captain Chang Ken-nien, who is in the foreign department, feels a special re-
sponsibility for our safety, and as soon as we telephone to him about any dis-
turbance in our neighborhood he gets into his Holls Royee and comes over im-
mediately."

Unaer date of September 28 the State Department sent a letter to Dr.
Warnshuis reporting the return to Nanking, against urgent Consular advice, of
eight members of the foreign staff, and pointing out the elements involved.

The Future

On May 11, 1927, the Executive Committee of the Board of Control voted
to recommend to the Board, and through them to the Ginling College Committee,
that Miss Y1 Fang Wu be invited to become President of Ginling College. This
recommendation was adopted by the Boardof Control at its annual meeting and
comes to the Ginling C...egxec Cummittee for confirmation. The votes of the
members vl ivne Buara of Control, taken by correspondence, are attached. The
tollowing regarding Miss Wu comes from Mrs. Thurston:
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. "Miss Wu was a member of the class of 1919. Before going JL
tinling College she taught English in the Higher Normal for Girls in Peking.
She has a very good background of knowledge of Chinese culture and good train-
ing in Chinese. For three years after leaving Ginling she taught at the
Higher Normal in Peking, which was at that time raised to the rank of colleg-
iate instivutions, and Miss Wu was the head of the English Department there.
She was very highly regarded by both faculty and students in that institution.
She went to America in the summer of 1922, and has since that time been at
the University of Michigan, where she is completing the work for Ph.D. in
Biology, having specialized in Entomology. ©She has been the President of the
Chinese Students Organization in America and is very well known in the group
of American returned students. We had counted upon Miss Wu returning to the
College 1or work in the Department of Biology for some time, but the great
need now to nave a Chinese Administrative officer makes this other appoint-
ment seem urgent. It will be a great advantage to a person in such a position
to have the reputation for scholarship and the training which Miss Wu has re-
ceivea in connection with her work in America.”

Coucerning herself, Mrs. Thurston writes, September 23:

"You need not worry about what disposition will have to be made of
me when the time comes. I am ready to help Miss Wu to make all the adjust-
ments which she will have to make, returning to China after more than five
'~ years absence and with no experience in college administration. I hope very
much that tne committee can help Miss Wu to visit colleges and to make con-
tacts witn the constituency in America so that they will know her and she
will teel that she knows them, which is a great help in carrying on corres-
pondence and doing the various things which the president of a college like
Ginling is supposed to do."

Later, Oc¢toper 18, Mrs. Thurston writes:

"] want the Ginling College Committee tp be considering quite defi-
nitely the question of my plans for the next twelve months or more after Miss
Wu's return. The majority of opinion to date, as it is given to me in
friendly advice, is for me to ask for an indefinite leave of absence. I am
certainly looking forward to a time of rest. In a number of ways I am realiz-
ing these aays the strain of the years which lie behind me,during which time
I have hardly haa a real rest for more than a month or two. It is still a
little hara for me to see as a matter of pure intellectuml judgment that it
is righv far me to withdraw at this time from the college, but it may be that
I am in danger of reaching the point where I feel that my work cannot get on
without me, which is one of the signe of weariness that oftentimes is seen in
cases similar to mine. If I am to have this leave of absence, I would very
much like to joim my sister in Egypt early in March and I should wish to re-
main away trom America for at least one year,-not to be counted on in any way
to carry the ivad whiech I am, through noaiginal wish of my own, passing on
to others. I ao not consider that anything is decided about this, but I feel
it would pe just as well for the Ginling College Committee to be considering
this aspect of the case."
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VOTES OF THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF CONTROL ]‘t}¥£‘7
ON ELECTION OF MISS WU AS PRESIDENT OF GINLING COLLEGE

Miss Bao Dji ......approves

Miss Bradshaw ....."I think the time has come when Ginling must have a Chinese
President. Personally, I know Miss Wu as an earnest Christ-
ian, an excellent student, and as possessed of unusual men-
tal and personal qualifications. With the additional ad-
vantage of study in Amerieca, 1 consider her well qualified
for the position of President of Ginling College."

Miss Cnen Hsi-ren..approves

Miss Bsther M.Gauss.."I approve of the '‘Board of Control acting thru the Ginling
' Gollege Committee to invite Miss Wu to become President of
Ginling College on condition that Miss Wu has the qualifi-
cations-of consecrated Christian leadership. The covering
letter implies but does not positively state such qualifi-

cations.”

Dr. Y. G. Chen .... §pproves

Dr. Crawford ...... "Am sorry not to know more about Miss Wu. From what 1
nhave heard she is well qualified to undertake the work of
the Presidency of Ginling. It seems to me that the trend
of the times calls for a Chinese President, though under
normal times the wiser policy would be not to make any
racial difference. I favor giving Miss Wu a thorough
trial but would hope that some 1limit might be set -to her
trial term of service."

Dr. Djang Fang ....."1 am very sorry to say that 1 do not know Miss Wu person-
ally. 1 do not feel confident to pass judgment on this
important matter. To put a Chinese, it seems to me, into
this important position as president of the institution
simply for the sake of being Chinese, it may produce two
unsatisfactory results. It might be misunderstood of be-
ing taking advantage of this present circumstance. It
may not measure up to the standard of the past. Of course,
I do not mean this particular case is so. 1 am stating
the prineiple only. Gradual evolution is better than sud-
den change. May it be possible to invite Miss Wu as vice
president for a period of two years in order to readjust
herself to this present perplexing condition in China and
train her up to take bigger responsibility in future?"

Mrs. L. C. Hylbert.."I vote in the affirmative because in general 1 approve of
the principle of replacing foreigners with Chinese in po-
sitions of executive importance as rapidly as such capable
Chinese can be found who are willing to assume such re-
sponsibility. Also, I believe in the principle of hurrying
up such changes in view of the presentu crisis - wherever
feasible. I do not know Miss Wu in question but 1 take it
tor granted she 1s a person capable of becoming President
of Ginling. Sorry that a vote of such importance should
be taken by correspondence."

Mrs. Carlton Lacy...approves

Dr. Go T, Livees....2pproves
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Lss A. S, Mayhew . "I doapprove of the action of the Executive Committee
in electing Miss Wu as President of Ginling College."

Mr. Roberts . L | disapgrove of the idea that Ginling must immediately
have a Chinese President and a Chinese majority on the
Board of Control, unless the finances can be borne by
the Chinese. Until the new government in China for-
mally issues its requirements for educational institu-
tions, I would 'carry on' in the old way."

Miss Robertson approves
Mrs. Shao Fu-nien approves
Mrs. Thomson «..ecveee approves

Mtss C. N. Wang . "I fully approve in choosing Miss Wu as ome of the
administrative officers of the college."

Miss Wu Wing-ying .... "Personally, I do not know Miss Wu very well. I have
met her only a few times, but I have heard a lot
about her from other people and I believe her intel-
lect and her social standing fit her to be the presi-
dent of Ginling College. *er several years absence
and the changing conditions in China right now may
make 1t hard for her at the beginning. But she will
get help from her friends, and so in my opinion, she
is the right one to be chosen."

Miss Grace Zia ... "I approve of the action, not because I would like to
have the present President resign, but because after
the decision is arrived, some definite action can take

place. I am anxious to see some adjustment as to Mrs.
Thurston's relationship to Ginling arrived at soon."

Miss Zimmerman ......... approves

Dr. Bowen eeeeeveeeesess "I am asking you to record my vote in favor ot Miss Wu
as President. She seems to me the best Chinese woman
in sight for the position, and while one has certain
regrets in such matters, the step seems to be inevi-
table and demanded by all of the cirgumstances now
shaping affairs in China. <1 am sure that Mrs.
Thurston and all of the Foreign and Chinese faculty
will back up Miss Wu, and I understand that she too
has the full confidence of the Alumnae. With all of
this, her prestige of high degrees from America, and
the generally favorable attitude towards women's edu-
cation and leadership in China, she will have the best
possible chance for success - in spite of the untoward
political and soecial conditions in and about Nanking
these days."
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.t was accordingly decided to proceed with plans to open college and permis-
sion was secured from the Nationalist Government by a committee composed of
one mémber or the Cninese faculty, one alumna and one student.

. On September 23 college opened with 95 students, among whom were 20 sen-
iors and 31 freshmen. The faculty numbered 24 (13 Chinese women, & Chinese
men and o toreigners). The Practice School is in operation, doing third year
schedule Middle Secnool work similar to that which has been followed for the
last three years.

College administration was placed in the hands of an Administrative Com-
mittee composed ot five Chinese, with two Americans as advisers. MNMiss Ellen
Koo, sister ot T. Z. Koo, is chairman of the Committee.

A foreign member of the faculty writes:

"It is very gratifying to have the Chinese faculty teking hold so

. “well and in such fine spirit, and to see how, in spite of any superficial

changes, it is still the same Ginling. Particularly in regard to chapel ser-
vices and other religious activities, and the things which can help to keep
the spirit that Ginling has rejoiced in, there is absolutely no let down,but
if anytning, an increased effort, due to the feeling that they are all par-
ticularly important this year, especially since there is not any curriculum
Bible study, at least this term.....It seems to me we are learning that the-
thing we've helped to make here is an even finer and bigger and stronger
thing uthan we realizea, and if it proves to be so fine that it doesn't need
us, we must not be anything but profoundly grateful even though it will pull
our heartstrings pretty badly. I feel sometimes quite overvhelmed at the
wonder of it ail and at the thought that I have had even a tiny part in it."

Miss K20 writes as follows of the religious life of the college:

"Every day we have chapel at which most of the girls attend regu-
larly. Every Thursday and Sunday evening a prayer meeting arranged by the
devouvional committee of the student Y.M.C.A. Every Sunday morning we have a
unitea service tor the students of Cinling College and Nanking University in
which the real spirit of worship prevails, because all Christians take part.
It is held in Ginling College Chapel. It is arranged by the members of the
Sunday service committee, consisting of earnest Christians from both institu-
tions regardless of faculty or students or servants."

Return_of the_ Foreign Staff

The following extracts from letters bear on this subject:

Miss Liu (Secretary of Administrative Committee), writing during the
summer: "Tnen there is the question of administration. Public opinion seems
to say it all must be done by Chinese. Everybody admits that we must have
toreign teachers. They don't mind having foreign teachers at all - even the
men in the government. Miss Wu found it out from her talks with a great many
of the men and I have tzlked it over with Mr. Djang of the Van-chiao-pu too.
They said that they also invite foreigners to help them." .

Mrs. Thurston, September 23: "It seom%(right, in spite of fairly
strong advice to the contrary from the Consulate in Shanghai, for a group of
the troreign taculty to go uvp to Nanking. Dr. Reeves went up on the 1llth,Nics
Treudley, Dr. Hackett, Miss Sutherland and iliss Andrews went up on the 2lct,
and this morning Miss Vautrin, Miss Buse and iiss Chester.”
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