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Miss Rebecca Griest,
208 South Queen Street,
Lancaster, Pennsylvanla.

Dear Miss Griest:

This letter is written personally for Miss Vautrin
who asked both Miss Eberle and me to see that you receive word
from her. She wants you to know how deeply she appreciates your
invitation and all that you have done and sent her love to you.
It worries her, of course, that all of the friends are doing so
much and she is unable to write to them.

The doctors seem to think that she 1is into the
same old trends as she was when she left the hospital and that
they will need this two weeks of further treatment in order to
help her to advance so that she will again be able to go out
into a home probably there near Iowa Cilty and live quietly.

We investigated one such home that they recommended
and found it to be a three-acre lovely spot supervised and owned
by a practical nurse who takes convalescents and brings them
around to a normal life again, whether 1t be physical or mental
ailments. Dr. Miller said that if it seemed wise later on, they
would make some such arrangements with our approval.

They told me to send her mall on into this hospital
and they would give all to her that seemed wise, depending upon
her condition at the time.

Very sincerely yours,

P. S. Mr. Yocum wes re=dy to cfg; L?%

ok . iy Al : dreriki? /7

wire or write you when he found

I wes writing to you for Miss Secretarial Assistant,

FB:T38:4 Division of Foreign Missions.
Vautrin so considered thet sufficient this time. He Just recelived
your alr special.

[0 15



Secor, Illinois
Septesber 1, 1940
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My dear Mrs.

The day has come and gone which was TO have Leen the day for the ®iinnie
Veutrin Homecoaming" and no one, more than I, was more sSorry and disappocinted because
it could not be.

Everyone would keep auking nhov i1 ie was snd I would say that she was a very

sick person. Finally, when I just had to tell them that she be here they said
that they didn't want to have anything until she could be here. S50 alled a meetin;

of the executive board and they decided to postpone it unti. such 1 ag she could be

present.

1 thought perhaps they sight go anead and have gopething at least and then have
resl "horecoging” #hen she did gel aeve but folks decided otnerwise.

We had things ready for a final going over and read; to begin ur big advertising

and ask for ur singers, upeakers etc. Our town clubs were to iurnish "eats"™ and they
had their >lans all made. All the floals were planned and I was Lo nave given talks at
]

A
the I.lin.is State Normal at Normal and University of Iliinois and to have & write-up in
the Alumni Quarterly etc., etc.

Many a day I spent going over the county getting folks intereszted and I
meny a ietter that nd> one Knew nything about. Alsc az a surprise to Minnie
but those involved I had planned for her graduation class to be wilh her,

\

far from here except one. She _ives in Cali.ornia and was planning on coming.

this is still a secret for when and if dinnie does get all right and can be here,

still want t. do this. One of the big auto manufacturers was ne to give a car to
ter and several other

~
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Minnie that day and a typewriter Company was to give her a typewr

such things would save taken place. Kindly don't tell any one for my plans hold good
still and I want it to be a complete surprise to everyone.

Also, it did me so much good tO see nOw everyone cooyerated and the things
tnat were done. Folks who hadn't spoken to each other for ;ears worked together side
by side and were really hLappy doing 80.

fe nave & Little nark close to ~ur depot and tue .eeds were high as my head.
1 went one Friday afternoon and asked each man in this townm, personally, 1I he would go
that night and help clean the park. At six o'clock, every mam vho was able was there.
I was so happy about it all that I <lmost felt as if I would burstl

When twilight came and all gathered in groups to talk Ivent over and right away
the men said, "What next?", and 1 asked, "Don't you see and know what shou.d be donel®
Th e . s : I "h " w 0 Y ‘ ¢ itv d th o d
They said 1 was th )O88 , NV y show my authority and then lLaughed.

50 on the following Monday alter an all day County survey, on Tuesday I had
a boy go on his bicycle to give little invitations to all the girls irom {fourteen to
seventeen to my house for the afternoon. They were to bring their .ens. In the mean-
time I had gotten the _aper cutter from the school end cut paper the size for im-
vitations enough ‘or every man and woman in town.

First they folded the papers, then I gave them a co y ol what I wanted written
on the invitation to the mem, They worked .lke ittle bees, When they had finished
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that, I had seals of pansies, petunias, daisies, violets, ete. and had them put
the seals on the invitations for the women.

They nad a good time and saicd when I wanted them for anything else to tell them.

On Wednesday, I invited the young married women and older girls to come and
bring their pens. They addressed all the invitation:s und decorated the invitations to
the men with Btrips of red,white and blue.

The invitations to the men were: asking that they zo to the city park on the
following ‘riday with rake, scythe, etc. to help clean it. It was awful! (the park,
I mean).

The invitations to the ladies were to bring flowers to be transplanted in our
little park by the depot and to bring someone to help make the ilower beds. Some boys
delivered the men's invitations and the girls delivered the women's invitations.

I wouldn't have believed it if I hadn't seen it with my own eyes! There was
every one at each time ana place and such a nice time as they had doing it! The same

question sgain, "Now what do we do next?" All they needed was a leader!

The secti n oreman came to the door one day ‘te: hag - he head of
the railroad in Peoria, and said, "I have an order i y pocke io whate you tell
me to do to help."

80 it went, and I know that I was never Dp in my life! We even got the
town council to oil the st

v

eets and the members salc als i guess we will put you in

ell them and they never qu on it in any way." I told them
19

you have to do is just 1
was all for a good cause,

I appreciated it but i

B}
for meyor. This town haan't ever done things for any ike they nave for you. All
-
t

Folks are still talking and can't understand Low it ever happsned, but all I
care is that it did and I am happy about it all.

The newspapers were so good, too, every time anything was p blished about the
Homecoming, they would send a coyy. I kept a scrap book of all of it and shen the
annouucz2ments were made in the apers I received letters from everyxhere as I had before:

firsv asking for a program, then to tell what I could about Minnie.

after the decision for postponement the secr tary went on s {ishing trip up
into Minnesota and I hac all the letters to answer. Mout of them had stamped, self-

addressed enveloes and 1 was very lLappy to answer all letters.
As .ate as Sunday last, a lady came to the door and asked why, etc?

Dr. Wooad wrote such nice letters to me about Minnie but I haven't ever told
anyone her real illness - that is all of 1it.

Every day someone acks if I have heard any more =bout Minnie and all are very
much concerned.

I am noping that Minuie will be able to be here next spring or summer and that
then the plans can be carried out. Poor soul! One 80 brave and courageious, it is too bad
that it had to turn out as it has. However, we are all hoping and praying for her.
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Do forgive me {or not writing soomer and not writing oftem but I knew Frances
and Mrs. Pearson were *riting and really I ate, dreamed, slept the planning until, when
it was over, I went to bed. I didn't realize how hard I had worked.

It would have been & beautiful day could we have had it as the sun shone
beautifully and it was just right, not too hot or too cold.

Do so hope that you have had a nice summer and are well.

Very sincerely,

(oigned) Leons Mae Frye




Marfa, Texas
Sept. 4, 1940

Dearest Rebecca =

Your newsy letter of August 30th is so
appreciated - but the word about Minnie distresses me
so! I do wonder if they have taken her back to ITowa.

I am leaving here tomorrow for Indianapolis to a Mission
Conference and shall find out then. I wonder if bring-
ing her out here to the West - out on a ranch - would
help any? We shouldn't expect to have undone in a few
months what was ycars in the 'doing' - but we are all so
amx ious for her recovery - and évery set-back distresses
me so - although I know it is the normal course of the
disease.

My, you folk are having a time getting Miss
Sutherland settled back in China. I do not understand
either why Chengtu won't conseat on tket arrangement -
but each situztion is so serious from the point of those
nearest it. It will all work out, I'm sure.

Does Minnie write to you? I've had only
phree letters from her during these two months I've been
away from her - and nothing since she left the hospital.
Because I had not heard - I felt something might be amiss!
T wrote her as soon as I received Mr. Paul's telegram
telling me where she was = oh, you'll never know what a
feeling came over me to know she was out - and better «...
Guess it was too good to be brue.

My personal ‘problems do not loom large any
longer - that is, Bunny-ward. He igs now in Victoria with
his son and they sail in October for Shanghai. BSeveral
couples have offered to take little John, but Bunny wants
to take him back with him if at all possible. I advise
against it - but that is an old-maid's version. Last week
I received a letter from my British Naval friend - the
fipst in months and months. He is commander on a Destroyer -
and went through that Bunkirk affair - coming through with-
out a scratche. That letter has meant so much to me = and I
pray that others may follow! FHe was 10 have been here on
o visit about this time ..... We hope it will be possible
next yeart
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What sorrow you have expe rienced in the
loss of your brother - My heart is full of sympathy and
I trust that you and the members of his family find peace
and consolation as time passes.

Just at present my brother with his charming
young wife and their 13-month 0ld son are visiting us -
and we do enjoy having them. The little fellow is Jjust
learning to walk alone - and what excitement. Tomorpow
we all leave - Mother and Dad driving them back to East
@exas- and I leave by train for Indianapolis.

If you want to get in touch with me about
Minnie - write c¢/o our Mission address in Indianapolis.

Thanking you a gain for your long letter -
and with all good wishes - and happy memories of our
week together, 1 am

Sincerely yours,

7MW //'/ /
{ b2 ’
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Miss Rebecca W. Griest,
208 South Queen Street,
Lancaster, Pennsylvania.

My dear Miss Griest:

I am enclosing a statement which Miss Bennett and I very
hurriedly threw together a little while ago for the purpose of
giving the iIntimate friends of Miss Vautrin a bdit of information
as to her present condition. The doctors assured us that we did
the proper thing in having her return to the hospital for a season.
Just how long it is going to be necessary to keep her there, we do
not know.

I am not sure that we ever gave to you an explanation as
to why Miss Vautrin did not plan to go on East immediately follow-
ing the ten days she spent at Spring Mill Inn. She 414 not want
to go. Nothing that we said about it had any tendency to make it
a blt attractive to her. Just why she rebelled against it, I sup-
pose that neither she nor we will ever exactly know, but the fact
remains that she Jjust did not want to do it. The suggestion made
by Dr. Paul that she go to Chicago for a short time to visit there
with his daughter, whom Minnie knew real well and the other sugges-
tion that she run down to Louisville, Kentucky to spend a bit of
time with Miss Miller, whom she also knew intimately, were for the
purpose of getting her to make a start away from Spring Mill and
toward the East.

We are keeping in touch with her through the doctor and
will keep you informed of any developments. Assuring you that we
appreciate your interest in and love for Miss Vautrin and with
kindest personal regards, I am

Cordially yours,

CMY:Th1:d @




September 5, 1940

TO SOME INTIMATE FRIENDS OF MINNIE VAUTRIN:

Fellewing several cenversatiens with Minnie Vautrin at
Spring Mill Inn, near Mitohell, Imdiana, wve went te Mitehill the
evening ef August 28 and dreught her te Indianapelis, MNiss Edith
Ederleef our eoffiece, formerly of the Philippines; teok her te
Mrse. Doan's apartment vhere they stayed until August 31, During
this peried we had repeated conferences with her, As a result ve
vere oonvinced that she had made no progress vhatseever since
leaving the Hospital and were fearful that she had even lost ground.
She refused to follow the pregram that had been vorked out for her
inveolving the trip to New Hampshire, BShe vanted to go to her
brother’s in Miochigan,

We were finally convinced that the only thing te do was to
consult again vith her physiocians in Iova City., We talked with
Dre Ruilmann, who is in oharge of admissions, by long distance phone
and diseovered that DPr, Woods was spending the night in Indianapolis
en route East. We therefore talked with him also and both these
physicians agreed that Miss Vautrin should return to the hespital
for further treatment,

€

Saturday morning Miss Bennett, wvhom Minnie trusted implioeitly,
started with her to Iowa City. Minnie insisted she wuld not go,
all the time hovever preparing to make the Jjourney, Miss Bennett
had some trouble with her aleng the way. The nearer they go te
Iowa City, the more Minnie insisted that she did not want teo return,
She repeated time without number that the doctors vould not receive
her baok into the hospital that she had had a dishenoradle discharge
from the hospital and that there was no hope for her anyway. BShe
insisted that she knev she had softening of the brain and could not
be oured.

Sunday morning Miss Bennett registered her in the hospital,
ocalled on her again that evening, talked to the dootors before
leaving and reports to us that Minnie has ocensented to acoept the
further treatment in the hespital and to cooperate with the doctors,
nurses and her friends in doing her part, although she dees not think
they know; or, else are not stating Just hov bdad she is, Bhe asked
that the personal friends, who helped her in Iova City defore, not
ask to take her for rides and come to see her bdut about tviee a veek,
80 there would be no interference vith hospital reutine and thus
give the treatment a fair echanee to prove itself, Dooter Miller,
her personal deotor and assistant director of the Hospital, said that
he would keep in clese toueh with us and 4f 41t seemed dest after a
period of stay in the hospital for her to go to a home there near
Iova City, they wvould arrange for it. In sueh an arrangement, the
psyohopatiie dooteors oan keep in touoh with her,

Miss Schutse, during her stay wvith Miss Vautrin, made many
friends in the ochuroh there and the ninister and membders of the ocongre-
gation stand ready teo help under the dootors’ advice, DPr, Miller
said there were three families, partioularly, vho had been fine %o
cooperate beforss He has one of them listed on the recerd of Niss
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Yautrin with the telephone number so that if it seems ltlm
some personal interest takea in her as well as prefessional he #1ill
eall, It vas to this home that Miss Bennett and NMiss Vantrian veat
Saturday night. The daughter, vhom MNiss Yautrin has learned teo love,
met them at the train, She is on the staff of the University and

has contaocts that others would net have, Miss Vautrin has asked her
to eall on Wednesday and Friday evening and has entrusted te her the
money she has in Iowva City, BShe told Niss Beanett that she weunld
have & number of things in mind, sueh as yera for the baby bdhanket
she is veaving, ready %o ask that she pumchase and dring %o her, BShe
alse asked that = deek be drought to her, It is possidle that she
will go shepping herself vhen she ean 4o so wvithout as musch werry

as 1t seems to de to her nev to deocide Just vhat she wvishes to dwye

Minnie resented Mr, Paul's and our report that vhen she left
the heospital feormerly, she had recevered, Sueh statements in letters
to her start her aleng wreng lines. In writing her, therefore, de
not mention her condition or China and the var, but merely write a
friendly, chatty, letter adout ordinary thingses The Nospital teld
Miss Bennett to send her mail on to the office there and Dr., Miller
would give to her such as seemed bdest, Ner address is The Psyocho-
pathic Hospital, The State University of Iova, Iova City, Iowa,

Minnie said as Miss Bennett was leaving, the same request
she had wvritten and left with Miss Edberde, "If you write to my
friends or see them, ask them to pray earnestly for meo"”
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September 9, 1940

Mr. C, M. Yocunm,
Exechtive Secretary,
222 Downey Avenue,
Indianapolis, Indiana.

Re: Miss Minnie Vautrin

Dear Mr. Yocum:

Miss Vautrin has been readmitted to the
hospital and seems to have again accommodated herself
to our life here. I was sorry to find that she seems
to have slipped back to her former condition, and 1is
again showing extreme indecision and fear of the future.
There haes been little change in her condition since
admission, but we hope that she will show eome improve-
ment. We shall be glad to keep you informed of any
change that is made.

Yourse truly,

(signed) W. R. Miller, M. D.

W. R. Miller, M. D.
Acting Director




Pleasantville, Pae.
Sept. 12, 1940

Dear Mrs. Maomillan,

Your letters of Auge. 28th emd of Sept. 3rd were forwarded to
me on an sutomobile trip, which has now brought me to Janet's home.

While I was passing through Indianapolls, a telephone ocall
resched me asking advice as to the mext step for Miss Vautrin. As
you mow kmow, she was to be returned to Iowa City.

We terminated special shock treatment for her earlier than
ws usually do because of her marked mental inprovemsnt, but chiefly
becsus> of muscular pain im her back caused by the stormy spasma
that she developede I feared damage to bones and muscles.

Dr. Miller hss not yet reported her progress to me. I hope

it has been possible to venture to give her another series of the

treatments.

The matter of her winnimng good feeling and cooperation from
Mrs., Cushman will, of course, have to remain in the lep of the godse
Miss Vautrin will probably mever follow standard patternms of be~
havior. Her own, however, will probably prove most suiteble for
her. She will always be genuime, and her record will recommend
her methodse.

Cordial regards go with this.

Yours sincerely,

Andrew H. Woods.







THE PSYCHOPATHIS HOSPITAL
The State University of Iowa
Iowa City, Iowa

September 23, 1940
Office of the Director

Mr. C. M. Yocum
Executive Secretary
Misslons Bullding
Indlanapolis, Indlana

Re: Miss Minnie Vautrin
Dear Mr. Yocum:

Miss Schutze has probably already reported to
you concerning our decision to allow Miss Vautrin to
accompany Miss Schutze to Texas. I think we must
regard this as an experiment, realizing that there is
no way o6 knowlng exaectly what will bring the greatest
benefit. We were reluctant to use any more metrazol
treatments here, because of the severity of the treatment.
There are many things in the plan proposed by Miss Schutze
that would seem to make it an ide:l one for the natural
processes of recovery to work at theilr greatest advantage.
| As you may know, Micss Vautrin's i1llness is the kind that
usually recovers in time. The more favorable the
circumstances the quicker the recovery seems to take place.
We wll hope that this valuable woman may be soon restored to
an active l1life.

Je are sending direct to her in care of Miss Schutze
her valuables which were locked in the safe and were not
avallable when she left. The refund of the payment for her
treatment here will be returned to your office as was done
previously.

Yours very truly,

(signed) W. R. Miller, M. D.
Acting Director




Marfa, Texas
Sept. 27, 1940

iy dear Rebecca -

Minnie has Jjust received your birthday message
would have done your heart good to have seen the smile
srd the happy sigh that was forthcoming from her.

| we arrived in Marfa yesterday afternoon about
four - an almost 48-hour trip from Indianapolis. Mother and
Dad met us in Pecos, Texas and we drove the 100 miles south
in our car. It was a beautiful drive - and a revgaling one
to Minnie who has never seen this country before.%j

It all happened so quickly. Aiter I left Minnie
the end of June I was quite out of touch with her condition,
Lor she wrote only twice, but I did have reports from Mr. Paul
the twd times he was in Iowa City. The first time he went after
I left - his report was not too encouraging - and then came the
telegram telling of her release. But you know that story about
=5 well as I, Why didn't she join you for that trip in N.HZ
Well, I've asked her - several times - and each time the answer
has been, "Because I was afrgid I was going crazy and didn't
want to go-off on the trip".l.She is obsessed with the idea that
she has lost her mind - and that idea is as fixed in her think-
ing as were those thet were wearing on her when you saw her,

L“Mrd. Doan, Miss Trout and I drove to Iowa City to
visit Minnie and to see what reports the doctors were meking.
7e saw Dre. Miller first - and he told us that since her return
she had made no progress - that she seemed determined she was
loosing her mind. He suggested we visit her - take her out
shopping and observe her reactions and report to him. DBefore
w#e left Indianapolis we had had a conference in which I had
introduced the idea of my bringing Minnie out here to West Texscs,
but it was thought that perhaps the doctors might not agree.
In the first conference I mentioned that possibility to Dr.
Miller - but he made no definite response.

We took Minnie shopping that Satrudsy (we had
arrived on Friday a.m.) and ha: lunch together then a short
drive. In some decisions she was quick - in others, as slow
as she was when we first 1 City. I felt both en-
couraged and discouraged. We had another appointment with Dr.
i a.m. = after a short visit with Minmie. By

iy - almost the first thing she said after greeting us
0F , "I'm loosing my mind and they will send me to the
insane aslymn soon'..... "they don't wecnt me here - and are
just keeping me to show-up Missions" ...

In that Sunday a.m. conference we reported how
we had found her on Saturday and her responses. Then Dr.
Miller told us that he had been conferring with:others on

he staff (Dr. Woods is still on his vacation and we did
not see him) and that the idea of my bringing her to West
Texas was a very hopeful plan - and he was ready to release
her that afternoon. We had told him that we had to start
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back Sunday afternoon. Mrs. Doan and I were certain she would
not be reddazsed until Dr. Woods had returned - and were quite
surprised to hear that the plan met with Dr. Miller's approval -
We left him at 11:30 a.m, - and picked Minnie up at 2:00 P.H. -
rether dumbed was she by the sudden release from the hospital.
Of course, her present reaction is that they were tired of her
th't she was getting worse znd they needed the bed for Iowa
patients - that her mind is gone - and that there 1s no sense
in my bringing her home to worry my family.eeeeeeee
We drove back to Indianapdlis = and left there on

Tuesday afternoon. Dr, Miller said she should try to live as
a normal person - so we sterted by letting her take charge Bf
the finances of the trip. We took a section on the train

d I slept in the upper. There w re some hard hours enroute
and the closer we got to our destination - the more difficult
it became, but Uother and Dad met .us ith open arms - and
they ere a good tonic for both of us. )

_Rebecca you asked mbout my own plans for going to
school. | I was planning to enter some school after New Year -
and was pretty much dated tip for October in deputation - and
looked forwzrd to it with fear and trembling. Now this new
plan means I'm to be at home for several months - or longer,
for this process we are in is going to be a very slow one =
but one that will end in success, -~ and being at home is
ebout the best thing I know of§ We are going to accept
some invitations to spend days on various ranches - after
there is adjustment made to this 'freedam plan' - then there
are trips into Mexico, Carlsbad p?verns in New Mexico - and
goodness only knows wnat else in store for the two of us -
in which I dare say I'll get as much re5u51nd benefit as will
ou* dear Minnie.| Rebecca -|I can't stress enough how glad
I am for this chence to have this *gll and winter at home -
to be with my beloved Mother and Dad - to spend evenings a
home - No, it isn't all going to be easy sailing = but we
are going to pull Minnie out of this unreal state she has
worried herself into. She has lost all confidence in th
hospital - because she didn't get well +there - would th t
she could see this is just part of that hospital plan - but
she insists they got tired of her and that no mLh:r patient
ever stayed that long.

She asks over and over again -"Bid Dr. Miller really
say 1 uld live like a normal being?" - and when I scy ''Yes"
"Well, he doesn't understand"..ceee

This is early afternoon snd I feel very encouraged
over responses thus far. I have an aunt: who has a huge garden
nd we spent much t2me there., Tomorrow we get started working
in o t‘h,r' s flower garden - making curtains for the living-
at-h: ne—fou-l

You were so good to c¢call last evening - and I am so
- was only half-awake.) ‘¢puso assure all '“0 élthi-
Ll ings are going as well as can be expected - at what
strain there might be on me will be counteracted in the re-
laxation of being at home with my much beloved paréabs - who
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are making Minnie feel as though she were a daughter here.
I marvel at the way they have al®sbed us already;j

Shall try to keep you posted each week - but may
slip up occasionally. If I ever feel that this is getting
the better of me - you may rest assured I'll call for help.

Acain thanks for that call - and Minnie, I hope
will soon write to you. She has a letter written to you =
envelope stamped and addresged - in which she thanks you for
the coat and all your kindnesses, but assures you that her
mind is gone! I doubt that she will send it now -

)

Much love - and I covet
your prayers,

]\)JW\
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South Queen Street,

ss Rebecca W. Griest,
203
Lancaster, Pennsylvanla.

1
~
()

My dear Miss Grilest:

Thanks for your telegram of the 26th. I happened to
be in St. Louls when Miss Schutze and Miss Vautrin made theilr
train transfer in the Union Station there. I saw them for about
fifteen minutes and my son and I helped them onto their traln
for Texas. I appreciate the information that they arrived safe-
1y at Miss Schutze's home.

Miss Bennett tells me that Miss Vautrin started off to
Texas just as reluctantly as she started back to the hospital
when she returned there something over two weeks ago. I am cer-
tain that you should not feel that there 1s anything at all per-
sonal in Minnie's reluctancy to make the journey east when she
left the hospital the first time. I believe that it 1is simply
an inability on her part to come to a decision and then a re-
luctance to follow the suggestions of the rest of"us. I am sin-
cerely trusting that the sojourn in West Texas will prove a worth
while experiment. I shall keep you informed whenever 1 receilve
information from Miss Katherine. I am a bit concerned about her
and have warned_her not to let her devotion to -Minnie lead her
to a break in her own health. Katherine is not very robust but
she does understand Minnue quite perfectly and I am hopling that
without too much burden to herself, she'll be able to bring Minnile

long way to complete recovery.

Cordially yours,
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W. Griest,
ueen otreet,
Pennsylvania.

My dear Mi

ss Griest:

Thank you for your letter of September 28 following your
telegram reporting your telephone conversatlon with Miss Schutze.

As I have already indicated to you, we too have been somewhat con-
cerned lest Miss Schutze should find the burden of caring for Miss
Vautrin too heavy. I have written her a very frank letter urging

her to keep us informed not only of Minnle's condition but of her-

= ]
) 1 £ g 1A |
self as well.

I have a good letter from Katherine written September 27.
She tells me that the trip was uneventful and restful. She promlses
In her letter just received among
other things she says, "The nearer we got to our destination the
more restless - in a sense - Minnle became, but after that Mother-hug-
and-kiss from my beloved Mother, I know lots of fear was driven away

L3

to keep me informed frequently.

r melted

I have not written to Mr. E s concerning this new move.
or granted that you have already notified him concern-

I shall keep him in mind when additional information




THE PSYCHOPATHIC HOSPITAL
THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF |IOWA
lowA CITY, lOowA

October 3, 1940

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

Mrs. Thomas lacmillan

Boards for Christian Colleges
150 Fifth Avenue

New York City, New York

Dear Mrs. Macmillan:

I was disappointed on returning from my summer vacation
to £ind that Miss Vautrin had just left for a vislt with
Miss Schutze in Texas. Doctor Miller and the physicians of
the staff felt that the risks to Miss Vautrin Iinvolved in
pursuing further contvulsive treatment were too great. 3She
had settled down to such a statu hat they and Miss Schutze
thought it would be wiser to havegleave the Hospital and
test the effects of a freer sort of life.

Miss Vautrin's personality make-up is such that elas-
ticity and adaptability to new polnts of view are not readi-
v available. Her response to the shock treatment gave me
a good deal of hope that,if she could have gotten out iInto
the open and kept enTLr°1v clear of the perplexities of her
official life, the essential part of the disease would have

been brought under control.

Living in the Hospital and continually puzzlling her-
es

made it a little hard this time for

self over the expens
Doctor liller to get into the right sort of touch with her.
e shall keep hoping now that the sort of life Miss Schutze
is providing for her will turn out to be what she needs.

Iluman minds are less simple than automoblles. Fortu-
nately, they have a yet more ehelpful way of curing their own
troubles than one finds in automoblles. Our chief contri-
bution is by way of environment. I am hoolng now that
Texas will prove to be the right thing for Mlss Vautrin.

With cordial regards,
urs sincerely,

MJ/W

Andrew H. Wodds, M. D.
D¢rector
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8 Qotober 1940

Dear Dr. Woods:

1 now have %o thank you for your note from Pleasantville,
Pennsylvania, and your letter of October I from Iowa City. In
the latter, you refer to your judgment that MissViautrin would
not have slumped after the first release from the hospital “if
she oould have gotten out into the open and kept entirely olear
of the perplexities of her official life." You know how much
some of us had counted on the consumneation of the plan for her
immediate transletion to the New Hampshire hills with friends
who would have brought into the days nothing of the old problems.
But that is & pest chapter, and the word lfiss Griest hes had
fror Miss Schutze after the first days in Texas give definite
hope of & happy outoome of the experiment.

Thank you for bits of your own unique wisdom, added to
the more usual peragraphs of your two recent letters. You have
said many things to me in the ocourse of the last twenty years
which I do not forget, but which come to the troubled level of
problems now and then and make me grateful for your clarifying
meditations. - I wonder whether you sew the play “There 8hall
Be No Right" when you were in New York last. It has been an
inspiration of a new sort from the accomplished writing of
Robert E. Sherwood and the brilliant acting of Fontenne and
Lunt. It is to close on November 2nd, and if you did not see
it, I should like to send you the %text, which we are now
promised on October 10th.

Sinocerely yours,

Mrs. T. D. ‘»cdllm
Dr. Andrew H. Woods
The Psyochopathic Hospital
Jowa City Iowa




Marfa, Texas

October 15, 1940

fveae hMacmillan:

Letter writing has been very difficult for me as I have
been passing through “the valley of the shadow” otherwise you would
have received many of them, What a thoughtful, generous person

you have been during all of these months, and how many things you
have done in my behalf. Your many messages of encouragement have
been received and deeply apprecisted. slso the generous offer to
City and to take me East. I think I never did let you

drive to Iowa
lnow how much that offer meant to me., I wish I had been well enough

to hasve taken the trip at that time.

Jhat a friend you have been to Ginling! Your constant effort
behalf of the college has meant everything to vr. Wu end the rest

4 2 s a2 . . . ) 5 1 ~
us wonder how the recent politicel situetion in—the Iar LEast

L o ke

effecting the Christian Colleges.

Doubtless you have heard that 1 left Iowa City on September
- and that I am now down in Marfa, Texas. uirs. Loan of the Us.CelleSe
consultation with Dr. Miller decided that I should come here. 1
e the move has been a wise one and that shall recover soon. How
long to help carry the burden aguin and to feel 1 am of some use.

Marfa is a small city of about 4000 situated on a plateau

surrounded by mountains. Yesterday on a drive we saw 40 antelope.

Recently we have had a heavy rain so that the air today is cleam and
) y

refreshing. 1t was good of Mr. and lirs. Schutze to take me in to

their homne,

Again I send you my appreciation and love., .iay you find
mich joy in your worke

Affectionately,

Minnie Ve




19 October 19540
Desy Minniet

It wos a grand ending %o a bugy week to have your letter
corp in on the lest maile It gives me 2 chance to celebrate Satuxday
evening by seplying briefly before talkdng to my bed for a good long
sleep. 1 need it, for the days have Leen strenous, and lost evening
was prolonged in an almost ludierous way, which you will appreciate,

Since the errivel of Swen idngeching, who ie here to study

cimenntosrephy on a Hockefeller Foundatiom fellowship, I hove seen
nim once or twice and heve enjoyed talking with him, Yestexday it
peened os though he might have a photogreph or two which eould be uged
in conrection with the possidle publiecation of the journey of Josephine
Muller from Tsinam, across Horth China, and southwerd through Chungking
and Chengtu to Indo=Chine and Siam, I sent him o specinl delivery note,
and found o telephone messa e here «t the ;arkside when I returned at
nine o'elock from the office, where 1 had been re-settling myself after
a refurbishing of the room by peinters, <hen I reached iy, Swen at
Interndlonsl ibuse (which is st the other end of mowhere fron here)

he sugoested that I come up to talk with him that eveningl It wes
about the last thing I wanted to do, dut I did not know whother his own
arsonal problems needed talking over, or whether he had some pletures
shich we could consider together, or vhat, Jo I went, end finally
recched home sgein at midnight, 7That is not ny ides of a good scheduls,
but I enjoyed the telk, in vhich an S, K. Chen Sinelly joined. Chen
aglked me for news of you, and both the men sent thelr best greotings.

it seans that Chen sent & package to you in lianking after your departure,
but it hes been properly acknowledged. You probably know what it is.

I told these good friends that you and K.S. woere romping axound the
lLonge otete of lexms, which I had no doubt would restore you both.

Swen is living at Internationsl iouse, 500 Riverside Urive, I believe
thet Chen also lives there. Owen is likely to be sway from lew York for
considerable periods of tiwe, for he must spend some weeke in lochestor
et the Eastmen laboyatories and elsewhere, (Incidentelly, I did not
come oway lact evening wth any pictures. Swen had left hie treasures
ith iz supervisor ot the ,merican Filn Center. I believe he wms
santing corpeny, "thought I would like to get out into the gloyrious
moonlight” - which wae really glorious la t evening, ie of Ginling have,
>f course, been interested in the Swens ever since you wote us of their
wedding under sueh remariceble eircumstances,)

You will be & bit astonished to find an item i1 the enclosed
bulletin which refers to your very own project in Hanking without
mentioning your neme, I saw the text of this dulletin earxly in its
eareer, when this itexn; was difrerently phyesed, 1 imegine the editor
who finolly sent the ting to press thought this wording the proper one
ot the moment in oxer to relieve you of every possible dit of publieity
during the beginning of your furloughs ~ - it gives me o strange feeling
of something-or-other t0 huve one of these bulletins comes out under
another primary mesponsidility than my own, For three years I have been
doing this work for the entire group of colleges, but asked this yeor
to bo relieved beguuse 1 have en eantirely fantastic umount of work to
do, and in this year of Giniing's Anniversary I thought I should let
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get a bit of ingight into the buxden of the editorial task
and leave me somewhet move time for Ginling, You will see
that we did supply a fair part of the news notes as from
Ginling. The long quotatiom is from Eva Spioer.

You have been good emough to refer to my offer
to come on to Iowa City and be the vehiecle of your mve
fyom those rolling plains, You may be eertain i alould have
enjoyed to be your corpanion for some deys of lelsurely
trevel., One of my nétions is thot a motor tyip to be really
fun should mean ebout 150 miles a day -~ the rest of the time
being rest or tremping or just nothing., #henever you
have an urge to use the undersigned chauffeur, just let
her know, OSome day soon I will tusck into an envelope &
color glimpse of Miss Ellen Cook at the door of her little
house, It ic token with my Leice camemm, and I am hoping to
have it reproduced for a Christmas present for the Cooks,
g0 you can send 1t bask at your leisure. I find that color
£ilns like this chamm almost everyone -~ and they are not
yet a hackneyed experience besause the reproduction of the
really attreective nsturel eolors has been a reletively recent
achievement of the film manufacturess. . fow years ago the
eolors were a bit queers -~ - Two other hostesses of mine
in the Adirondecks a fortnight ago have been very happy with
the kodachrome glimpees I have taken of them, One of them
was Hory E. Wolley, who lives on the shores of Lake Champlain,
I found her with autwm ocolors sgainst the blue of the Lake
and two huge handsome dogs, The esult in pictures is poodl
You can think of this a8 a pert of your wandering when you
sumon the chauffeur,

iy typing seeme to be getting worse and worse -
mich worse then yours has been in conditions offering more
exouse for error,s ihe next mowve would seem %o be to a
horizontal position for ten hours or 80.

"Hoping you are the same"- - as to the horizontel
wsition and the long sleep - =~

Afiestionately yours,

C\)
C va

jo make my confession complete, I ought to add that 1 shall
probebly use the Saturdey Evening rost as the nighteap reading,
This week's issue has & good leading story sbout a man's
relationship to his very human mother, It is writSen in a ruther
jerky Jumping sbout fyom one time spot to anothexr in the nadretive,
but it is worth reading for the wamm humanity of 1it,
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The Psychopathic Hospital
Towa City .
November 18, 1940

It was good of you to give me this rull report
about Miss Vaurtin. From my vacation camping trip in
New Mexico up along the Checo Canyon, a good pictupe
of the generel kind of life comes to me as I red of
the daily program of your household. It is a glorious
country, thanks to the elevation and the nearmess to
the tropical climate. Our winters up here are trying,
largely beccuse outdoor lif'e becomes more difficult.

: Vou are of course impressed with the obvious fact
that Miss Vaurtin's intelligence remaing in excellent working
order, although to her it seems to be less effectual. This
is largely because of her absorption in thoughts primarily

sroduced by her depressed moode

A
£

f you and Miss Vautrin were to read any scientific
book that deals with tnis sort of temporary disease, the chief
impression t hat would be made on your mind, if the book were
clearly written, would be: given a state of t he endocrine
organs which produces a deficiency in the endocrine sub-
stances normally thrown into the blood that stimulate the sub-
thalmic regions of the brain and produce enthusiasm, eagerness,
zest for life, there will always be a secondary defect in those
feelings, that is a depression. Whenever the thalmic region
of the brain works in that way, then memory and ideation
form thoughts in accord with that depressed mood. In the
post-menopause time of life when these depressions come on,
the trend of thought is usually toward self-depreciation, ideas
of guilt, belief that others see no more value in the victim.

Nature is continually struggling to rectify the
derects in the endocrine system after the meopause. In most
women and in the corresponding changes in male, the readjust-
ment is gradually but promptly made. In the victims of in-
volutional melancholia nature keeps up the st ruggle often for
meny months, but the numerical, that is the statistical ex-

pectation of recovery is so large that everyone suffering in
this way has a right to expect to get well. We have had patients
here during the past year who had struggled along more than two
years and then, like the breaking of spring after a long

winter, the change came. Weeping had endured for a long night,
but joy has come in the morning.
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The gloomiest time is usually from 2 R.M., until noon.
As vou have observed, a good deal of excitement in the evening
tends to emphasize these feelings of depression the next morning.

Jiss Vautrin will understand if you abatain as much
as possible from argument about her situation, for she herself
will know that even when she sees a things intellectually
with clearness she will always revert to the same line of
questioning, in doubt, hesitation. During this unhappy time
the moving picture film of ideas that FoOOOCNICER X cOome Up
in her consciousness will persistently tend to bring unhap py
pictures, where the actual situation of life, were she will,
would bring appropirste and Jjouous picturess Regarding
our attitude toward keeping her with us, ordinarily she
would ¥omtxm accept my word kmw wing tha I have no motive
and no foundation for desiring to have her leave this Hospitales
Her worry over finances and ny feeling thst your good sense
snd deep interesting in her and the general situation of your
home combine to offer excellent conditions for her gettiné well
supplied the reasons for my consent to her leaving th Hospitale

Ot will be a pleasure to me if you
now and then to let me know of her progresse.

Y OuUIrs sincere.ly
v )

Andrew H. Woods,
Director
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THE UNITED CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY e Bl oiscires

Hk : OF
A Board of Missions and Education = - CHRIST

MISSIONS BUILDING, 222 DOWNEY AVENUE, INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA

DIVISION OF FOREIGN MISSIONS Cable Address—''GO"

Department of Africa and India Missions Telephone IRvington 1166

C. M. Yocum, Executive Secretary

Department of Latin America Missions

Mrs. Robert A. Doan, Executive Secretary
Department of Oriental Missions

Alexander Paul, Executive Secretary

E. K. Higdon, Executive Secretary November 29’ 1940

Miss Rebecca W. Griest,
208 South Queen Street,
Lancaster, Pennsylvanla.

Dear Miss Griest:

I have your letter of November 25 and have just
talked with Mr. Higdon about it and obtained from him the last
letter from Katherine in which she says the followlng:

"Miss Vautrin seems so much better some days, but
recently she has been more depressed than usual. I just wonder
1f she will have improved enough by the new year for me to even
think of leaving her."

You will understand by that last sentence of Miss
Schutze's that she had planned to be able to do some promotion-
al work or to go to school. She has decided that since this is
the year for missionary study of China that she will do the
deputation work. Also, since it is so uncertain about the re-
turn of any of our China missionaries who are now home on fur-
lough, it is more certain that many of them will be coming home
for a forced furlough.

Perhaps you will have heard from Katherine by the
time you receive this letter.

Very sincerely yours,
Q:;;a44yu¢£]i2%- (?zhb¢b4qu?L

Secretarial Assistant,
Division of Foreign Misslions.




e FOR CHRISTIAN COLLEGES IN CHINA 150 FIFTH AVENUE MYC—Grooq \

| DOMESTIC CABLE
TELEGRAM FULL RATE
DAY LETTER DEFERRED _ACCT'G INFMN.

NIGHT NIGHT

MESSAGE LETTER
NIGHT SHIP 3
LETTER RADIOGRAM TIME FILED
m lhould check class of service
otherwise message will be

hnnmﬂmt:g; 'ﬂf“" to R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J.C. WILLEVER \ f
e — PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

. PR o AT R %,
. . !

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are heseby agreed to

2 Dooanbgr 1840

Miss Minnie Vautrin
¢/0 Miss Katherine Schutze
Marfa Texas

SIXTY OGINLING FORMER STAFF ALUMNAE ASSEMBLED SUNDAY IN CELEBRATIONN

OF GINLINGS TWENTY FIFTH ANNIVERSARY ASKED ME TO TELEGRAPH YOU
AND KATHERINE LOVING GREETINGS.

REBECCA W. GRIEST

WESTERN UNION MESSENGERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE DELIVERY OF NOTES AND PACKAGES,
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DEC11194 0

tf“' One morning in & reeent series
of Matins talks ziven over our radio here, W.O0.I. by Prof. R.N.Porter,
Head of the Seed Laboratory at Iowa State College,on the tople,
" ghall Christian Beliefs &nd Praetices Live in Our Werld,"
he was speaking on the sub toplcﬁFreedom of the Splrit,“&nd he sald

"I know personallyAa woman whose name is Minnie Vautrin.
She was a teacher in a woman's colleze in Nanking China, and when 1n
December 1937, the Japanese army cazptured the eity, and the soldlers
bezan to mistreat the men and women of Nanking, Minnie Vautrin went
from house to house gathering together the young women, and marching
them past lines of Japanese soldlers toO Ginling Collexge. She bravelyv
told those soldiers that if anyone attempted to toueh or harm one of
those girls he would have to kill her first. But her task wae not eom-
pleted because throughout that first night and for many nights there-
after, she and her faithful Chlinese friends kept wateh along the walls
of the eompound, and whenever a soldler attempted to scale the wall,
he was pushed baek. That kind of eourage comes only from belief in
a power greater than one's own, and illustrates 2 determination to
support the cause of right and of frecedom regardless of personal con-

sequenees."
Prof. Porter was at one time at Nanking University, and

1s a leader in the work for China 1n this eommunity, and in the Cosme-

politan Club at the College.

Z¢¢v€ /*(,2%; jpziT"v1A/V1/,

/0/‘/‘17/6&@7 ¢ e
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Just let : > o

And give rk that's open to the sky:

Make me a partner of the wind and sun,
And I won't ask a life that's soft and high.

Make me as big and open as the plains;
As honest as the horse between my knees;

Clean as the wind that blows behind the rains;
Free as the hawk that circles down the breeze.

Just keep an eye on all that’s done and said;
Just right me sometime when I turn aside;
And guide me on the long, dim trail ahead
That stretches upward towards the Great Divide

Author Unknown
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We are both ashamed that we did not send a message to the ﬂL‘*‘
25th Anniversary - but we sorta get absorbed in ourselves out EL&Cuu*~*r
pere 1n LOe prairie ...... We are now enjoying the reports - fzxte.

although they bring sighs and lamentations from b 17
Minnie. But I tell her - there wouldn't have been a (
Ginling if she and others hadn't been so unselfish...

But telling her makes very little impression - only

@ time can do much for such an illness.

Marfa,Texas
Dec. 14, 1940

My dear Rebecca =

Of course, you have been waiting for another
letter from me - and I keep delaying and delaying. One reason
is because from time to time I see Minnie has a letter addressed
to you - and from it you can more or less judge how she is getting
along. - She always wants me to ‘censor' her letters, but I refuse,
for I think she should feel that what she wriites is hers - and
not something dictated from me.

We made out an outdine of what we have been do.ng
since coming to Marfa - and she has been following that somewhat
in writing letters to friends in China, for I have insisted that
she must not tell them Jjust how she feels - for it would only up-
set thems She is still insisting that she is on the verge of
losing her mind - and each new experience she goes into with
t'ear and trembling - insisting that it will be the undoing of her-
and pleads that I not send her to the insance asylum! Well, that
is all still the symptoms of her illness - instead of fever or
chills she' has this obsession - and it worries me very little:
She carries on conversations as imterestingly as ever - takes
part in all sorts of family activities and is slowly entering
into the dife of the church and community. I homestly believe
some friends believe I'm the 'crazy one', for they certainly see
nothing amiss in her reactions and interests!' Hal

I am making a copy of a letter I had from Dr.
Woods in reply to a long one I had written to him. I believe
so implicitly in what he has said to me and what he now writes,
that I can only feel'encouraged sbout Minnie - but realize that
it will still be months and months before she actually shows
much improvement.

I am being a ssailed on all sides for visits to
various churches and friends, but am not making any definite
plans to leave Minnie. I was away last week and sle gotl along
just fine, but unui l I hear further from Dr. Woods - we are
both staying on here and enjoying real home life. I dare say
I get more real pleasure out of it than does she - for she
keeps insisting that housework seems such a waste of time when
we should be in school studying or doing something more con-
structive. But that is another degree of fever in her illness =
and I'm just enjoying ewery minute I have at home with my
beloved family. I tell you = you'll have to go a long ways
to find another mother like this one of minel




Quite naturally Minnie is anxious to see her
relatives - and I do wish she were able to !a ve Xmas
with them, but that is out of the question. They

simply would not, I believe, have much understanding for her
mood.

She has at last - upon her own initiative -
packed some m ckages and mailed them out! That is about the
most encouraging thing that has happened recently. She has
also been busy on Christmas letters - even wrote one to Dre.
wu - sent it airmail - So rejoice with usi!

You know one of the bi:gest fools in ze
vorld ... in the person of one Katherine Schutze. On the
last Sunday in November I went to San Angelo to make a
Woman's Day address = on the return the next day, was in
a bus wreck. The doctor then - and Bob Wilson (and family
of Nanking who were here when I got back) thought i® as only
o bruise = but if it got worse to have an x-ray. Well, I
stayed off it for several_days =~ then went on a trip to
Houston and Dallas - making more Woman's Day talkie-talksl!
To make a long story short - I have walked here, there and
yon dyring the @ st two weeks on a broken leg eessee When
T got home Monday had an x-ray - and the fibula is broken
into - but because weight has been kept on the tibia - the
bone has managed - and it is a miracle - to keep together.
Am now on crutches for three weeks - hoping it will grow
together!! Now answer me - why wasn't I wise enough to have
that x-ray when the accident happened - and then styed off
it = but I would have missed seeing some friends....se. S50
since there has been no ill effe ¢t - perhaps it is just as
well I waitedl!

Rebecca - I trust th t during the coming
Christmas Season you will experience deep Jjoys in service =-
and ttet during the New Year there will be peace. Do
forgive my long delay = but remenber, no news is good BWS.

Lovingly yours,
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sorts of New Years greetings. My,
we were not in for an evening Zop-{i
but the town is full of them. They

sound . so funny to those who fire tl
sver heard the real thing!

Lovingly

o J (@ =N )

Sk




