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Lot 174b, Kuling
August 35,1956

ar Di .Reeves or Blsie:

i letter s ju st come iXom Rebecca saying that

on August 10tn, Miss Helen Ding gmen and Mrs.,Joln C,Campbell are
erriving in Shanghei from Msnila. You probebly heve heexd of
botl: of these women as they are botl outstanding in the folk
BCLI0 ;1 movement in Auerica. Helen Dingman has cherge of this
type of work in Berea College, and Mrg.Campbell has & folk school
in Brasstown or Brasscsempn,North Caerolina. The fomaer is the
sister of Mexry Dingman. Tx,-.e wook written by Mrs.Campbell on
"The Folk Schools of Denmerk® is one of the most interesting
nooks on this subject thet hes been written. Rebecce is very
enxious thet both of ’uﬁo e women sgee Ginling and that they come
to know same of the Cinling slumnae who sare interested in and
working along the line of rural and social reconstruction.

I have just written to Liu Yu—hsla,sug egting that if
00 ble she pl an for them to meet Teu Yu~-dji and Tsai 8iu-feng
who 1Ll rrobably be in S8hanghal aboul t wt time attending the
Y.W. L‘;_;aders' Go 1*( rence, I also su - ested that she c¢ln them
to meet Mrs.W,S.New and Dju Yu-bao. Yu-hsia will write to you
wact date of their arrivel in Nesnking. While in Nenking
sure that you will show them Ginling, interest them in
' youltry nroject,show them the Neighborhood Center and if
rorsible Miss Lo's 1little model cottage. You can also help tliem
L in touch with the sgriculturel leaders over al the Universi-

Personally 1 think there is no finer men for them to come to
n Chow Ming-1I,

PN,

wWhet are vour nlens for the rest of the swier? Are you
ing to po north to the Science C)ruer. nce? The many sliowers
heve in Kuling,meke me feel tiet you have el leest periods
ylness in Nenking, Ruth is somewhat better gince she hes gx
n the ulcer diet, 8She hopes that the trouble is responding
trestment erd that no more drastic treatment will be

Geoifrey Allen,now of the Union Theologicel Seminery in
Canton, also author of "Tell Jonn®, "He That Cometh? and several
other books gave most of the talks at the Kuling “ounierence this
rear. He wes.most excellent and helpful and I am gure thetl many
hoeve been helped by him, At lesst I know thet I lL.eve been, and
ain ¢grateful that I was lere,

With love to one,or both of




Lot 174b, Kuling
August 3,1936

-hgia:

A letter has just come from Miss Rebecce Criegt 11
Lencaster,Pa. saying thst Miss Helen Dingmen, the person who is
in charce of the "folk school® in Berea,Kentucky, and Mrs,John
C.Cam-bell who has & folk school in North Carolina are arriving
in China sbout August 10th, You probebly have read Mrs,Campbell's
book on the folk schools of Denmerk-in fact I feel sure that 1
telked to you about it before you went to Americs.

Mics f‘I‘J.”“t l;‘ very anxious for both of these women to
weet Ginling 3 who are Interested in and ing work for
rural women 1u nwhu. I can think of no belter ners: foxr her
to meet then yourself., But oerhaps in addition you can plen for

them to have & visit with Tsu Yu-dji and Tsal Siu-feng,both of
' may be in your Y,W, Workers' Qonference sbout the time thet
o) arrives. I wish that gheycewlld come to know our Mrs.W.S.
lew end all the fine thin s that sghe 1ic Ouing; elso Dju Yu-beo
nd some of the social projects which ghe is carrying out,.

(11 cooperation with Mrs. W.S.New you wmight De zble ‘() len for them
the work out at "Horse Bridge" wlich is cearricd on “3
Mrs.New., DBut more than just seecing woxk,it would be well

hem just to come to know some of you Ginling grecustes who
doing work along the line of ruxal and socisl reconstruction,
an find out. through the Y,W, the time thet they cxc erriving
hanghei on thedr way back from Manilc
When You lJlo‘» ”(, time ‘L‘u{t they axrc plen to go to
lardddng will you pleacge write 1o D;.R:.vbu at tLu College telling
1cxr the date of theil arriving in Neunking., I am writing to her
todasy and hope that she will be in Nenking ot thet tine., Please
addrecs your letter to Dr.,Reeves or Migs EBlgie Priest, I hope
] i Y, W, will plan to show them tlie work ‘nein‘, carried on
ungshu, I hope that they will huve time enough to visit
ile in NaJk;ne, see the poultry pLOqut upl', slarted

wh

ing, the Neighborliwod Center, end if poesiblie, ¥iss Lo!
¢ home which is just west of the Ginling campus. Unfortunate-
tinere will be no person living in the WEOO W F&CLJL House,

in fact the house will be in the process of being changed from
a facully to a student residence,bul il Dr,Regves is there she
will be glad to entertain them.

rethier suspect that you ere the vereon wlo in cooperstion
itlh Miss Brown,hag elready been asked to plan for the visit of
these two American women, BEBven if thet be true,this letter
maey not be amiss.
Always with best wishes to you,I =

Sincerely your frieiu
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174 B, Kuling
August 19, 1936

Dear Ginling Friends:

Having been too busy-or perhaps too lazy=to write you steamer letters as
I had hoped to, I thought after you had all gone that I would make a real effort to
keep a diary for you, but even that I have not succeeded in doing very well. Such
as I have kept I will sen@ on to you and bring you up-to-date on at least part of
the Ginling family. Since you didn't all leave at one time, some of this will be
adx old news to some of you, but the end will be new %o alle So here goes~-

of

June 20=-21., All/you missed what I considered the most thrilling part pf our commence-
ment season, namely the graduation of the five young girls over at oupgheighborhood
Nomecraft schoole I do not imow when I have attended exercises that gave me more of
a YeEt—thrill. The smaller girls had redecorated the Neighborhood House for the oc-
casion with red gladiolas and bamboo and it was all very gay and festive. The five
neighborhood girls who finished the two year course were dressed in blue dresses
which they had all made by hand, and they were wearing shoes which they had also made,
even to the soles. Mr. Chow Ming-I of the University made a very appropriate address
and the girls of the different classes sang. One of the graduates made a little talk
in the form of a farewell message in which she told some of the things that the two
years had meant to her. A number of the college students attended the exercises and
also Madame Ma was there in addition to a number of parents. Next year I think we
must make more of an effort to get all of the parents outs On Sunday morning, of
the .day following the graduation exercises we had a very simple baccalaureate service,
or a "Hsun Tsi Li Bai" just for the pupils and the graduating class. Mrse. D¢ Yo Lin
made a very good talk to them, Miss Lo was present and led in prayer and again the
graduates sang their class songe They looked quite grave sitting there in the frong
row. This service was held in their school room which was also made attractive with
the red gladiolas. After the service the younger pupils went home and then there
were left only the five girls and the two teachers, the principal and the vice=prin-
cipal and myself. From eleven o'elock to twelve we simply sat end visited together
and the question came up as to how often they would come back to visit their mother
school and how they would keep in touch with it. One of the little girls said she
intended to come back every weeke As an outgrowth of this conversation a little
alumnae association was formed which is to meet the first Saturday of each month-
in the afternoon-and they are to report on the articles which they read in the little
magazine which was given vo them as & commencement gift. They have elected a presi-
dent and a secretary-treasurer and they decided to pay three pennies each month as
dues. After this we had a simple farewell meal together and then had qﬁumber of pic-
tures teken before the girls reluctantly went home. It was all very simple yet you
could not help feeling how much the two years had meant to the girlse. One of them
said that she wished she had the two years to live over again - and it was she we
urged to come back in the autunn and speak to the school at one of the chapel meete
ingse I somehow feel that the little homecraft school is really started now and
that it is begimming to find a place in the neighborhood. This past semester we had
an enrollment of about forty. But enough of this evente

June 21, 22, 23.

Most of you know about the college baccalaureate, class day and commence-
ment. Thirty four actually finished their work and received their degrees. On July
9th Dziang Ho=djen, who you know had been a member of the class, died in the Red
Cross Hospital in Shanghai. She had left college about the end of May having had a
mental breakdown, and later she developed what they thought to be typhoid. She was

very, very ill for weeks. Ruth and I went to see her on Tuesday, July 7th and knew

m

. . , : : a4 SY = - )
pe } p baid QL he ANIL DD da Y ANARAL S DM - /{ { }\( [ | ’\/11 \)‘w Saaila 2}‘-‘&)1 A—T v’ \Ak &_)144[




AUG1C lgvi U

then that she had very little hope for recovery. Her sister, Sin=bao, seemed very
sad and discouraged at that time.

The appointment or placement workfor this class has been harder than ever beforee.
I tried very hard but failed to find places for two biology majors = Giang Siupfang
and Dju Chiaso-djen. More schools are retaining their old teachers and there are more
college graduates available than before, I thinke I hope that by this time Siu-fang
has a position for she was very much disappointed that I had not succeeded, although
I truly did trye.

June 21=July 2. I need not and I should not desoribe the leave-taking of all of you.
Some of you left us as efficiently and liesurely as if you were going to Shanghai for
8 week-end = and some of you did not do quite so well. It was rather fumny to watch
youe I must in all honesty say that I never saw Mrs. Thurston get off so easilye

She really made an "A" take-off, one that would put some of you younger people to
shame. Ruth and Ann Moffett went to Pukow with her and found that she had though

of everything but the bread for her train trip-and that was not really her fault

but Wang Szi-fu's, who in his excitement forgot ite I hope that all of you have had
pleasant journeys to your destinations.

July 4e It is cold and rainy todaye Last night I slept under a heavy steamer fug
and then was not warm enough. Just compare that with July 4th, 19341 The Americans
in Nanking had planned to have a pienic supper out on Lotus Lake but the weather was
just too bad. Esther, Ruth and I went over to "The Capitol" instead to see "The Tale
of Two Cities" which was very good.

July 5=-8. Ruth and I have been in Shanghai during these days, partly to see doctors
and dentists and partly to see Kathleen off. Ruth had to have one of her front teeth
taken out, but in less than 24 hours she had a substitute put in which looks just as
good as the originale One noon I had dinner with Dju Yu=beo and Dju Mei=yu. Yu=bao,
Miss Hinder says, is coing a very exceptional piece of work in the sociel service
department of the Municipal Councils The foreign men on the Council have great res-
pect for her judgment. She is beginning to look like & "lao~ban" = I mean she looks
plump end prosperouse On the strength of her good work the Lester Institute has
called her sister to their staffe They live together in a little apartment out on
Bubbling Weg#l Road. Ruth returned to Neanking on Tuesday night train and I on the
Vlednesday night,

July 12, Sundaye By this evening I shall be alone in the old Faculty Housee Ruth
went to Kuling for a rest cure last Thursday morning, and Edith goes to Shanghai
tonight from whence she and Catherine Yeave for Tsingtao. Edith has been fighting

a cold and sinus trouble and Catherine looks tired out. Dre Barrie has order her

to get a complete rest end he has put Ruth on a stomech-ulcer diet with the hope
that that would clear up her trouble or reveal that something more drastic had to be
done. This morning we had our last service for neighborhood women for this summers.
llore than twenty women end children were present. In spite of many shortecomings,
the service was a very reverent one and the women seemed sorry that we would not
have & meeting the following Sunday.

July 15, What funny and irregular days these arees You plen to do one thing and find
that when evening comes you have done nothing that was plenned. Today I ordered the
new dining room furniture for the South Hill Faculty House, Tung, the carptenter,
having made smeveral patterns beforehand. This evening Dr. Reeves and I took the
Bates family out to Lotus Lake for a picnic supper. I have never seen the flowers

so lovely and so luxurient. Although it was cloudy when we went, there was a beau-
tiful sunset to close the daye Mrs. Tsen left for Tsingtao today where she hopes

to get a real rest for four weeks. She was very tired when she left for she has not
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haed a real rest for three summerse

July 16 This evening I had & very happy dimmer party at which I had KeCe Tsu,

Dr. Lung, Mary Chen and Tang Ming~sine This afternoon Florence Weng, her sister and
her two children were over for tea and a visite The weather is still ococol and last
night I again used my steamer rug as & covering out on the north verandahe

July 17 = 7:30 peme I am sitting alone in our living room on this the last night be=-
fore it is dismantled. Tomorrow the boy will sun the rugs and cushions end put them
away and take down the pictures for the workmen come in the day after I leave. If

I were 8 man I would light my pipe and put my feet up on the table and dream dreams.
This hes been our home for thirteen years but efter tonight it will be only a memoIye
The life together in this student dormitory has been a happy one in spite of its
congestion and comuunistic-like sharing in bathrooms. This living room has seen
many & jolly Christmes party and many a lively faculty meeting too w» in addition %o
come dull dnes. As I left the room I looked long and lovingly at the familiar scene
- yes and with sadness too. It was my destiny to also bid the "0ld Ginling" the last
farewelle

July 18, Saturdaye Yesterday and today the moving has been going one. Four men, under
my direction moved all the trunks eand boxes in the attic to the south end and stored
them there. Today bathrooms, and the living and dining room have been moved end also
the store-room and pentrye. All the linens, silver (?) and boxes of bedding have been
put in the ameh's room in the attic and lockeds The "0ld Faculty House" is no more
end I am sure we shall all miss it. Mr. Tang is trying hard to get at least the two
top floors of the South Hill Dormitory done by September lst. I em sure he will do

so unless rains prevent. If he doesn't succeed then we shall have to accept the
invitations of our friends for a few weeks in September - but let us hope that he

does succeed, yea, even more than succeede.

July 18 Today has been & queer day. Fortunately I had postponed the final packing
of the storeroom stuff and the kitchen and pantry things until afternmoon when Miss Lo
seid that she would help me. At about 11 o'clock one of my old Luchowfu students came
with two other friends and I felt that I had to ask them to stay for tiffin. The

nice old cook rose to the ococasion and prepared quite a nice meal and we had a happy
dinner party, but how we did work in the afternoon. My own personal packing for
Kuling=] am leaving tomorrow morning-seems but & minor part of the things that must
be done. By four o'clock we were pretty well finished and I had time to take a bath
which revived me. By five I started to the Elite to have a shampoo, which I realized
afterwards was & fatal misteke., I had just gotten to our front gate when nice Hwang
Tei Tei came over to see me. She too was sad when she saw the dismantled living roome.
She told glowing stories of Li-ming's trip and of her happy and gay hours in Hongkonge
s+ six o'clock I started out again and this time succeeded in getting the shampoo and
over to Florence Wang's for & seven thirty suppere. It was a pleasant evening but
again e very unwise one, for by the time I got home it was too late to pack and I de~-
cided to finish on Sunday morning, expecting the boat would start about nine o'clocke.
Ales the next morning I overslept and soon after I got up the servant came over to
tell me that the boat was in Hsia Gwen and would be leaving at 7:30 a.me Well, with
the help of four servants, I succeeded in finishiéng the packing and getting to Hsia
Gwen by 8 o'clock-ebout a half hour before the boat left for Kiukiang. Pride always
goes before & fall=and mine was completely gone by such a shameful get-off. If really
was elmost as shameful as nice little Abigail's=but then Abigail is younger than I am,
and should have more energy and abilitye.
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July 20 = August 19, It has been & lovely holidey in Kuling. Ruth and I have been
room metes at Helen Daniel's homee Ruth is & good room mate for she likes to be
liesurely even when it is not the doctor's order and when it is then it is even easier
to spend twelve hours in sleep. We have done a few fairly long trips - one to the
Incense Mills and one to Paradise Pools. Next Saturday we are planning to go to

South Mountaine Geoffrey Allen who has written "Tell John", "He That Cometh" and
other books was the main speaker at the Kuling Conference and was unusually goode

It is & comfort to kmow that a man of his spirit is in a theological school in China.
Yesterday I went to board meeting for the Li Chuan Project and heard some of the plans
for the coming year. Very high words of praise were spoken of Tsu Yu=dji for her two
years of service there and a letter of appreciation will be written to her and to
Ginling College. We have seen a good degl of Fhoebe Hoh during the last few weekse.
She is her old self again, I really believe, and has e happy, confident outlook for
her work. I am gled that she is staying on for another year at least. You will be
interested, Mrs. Thurston, to hear that Miss Djeng, my old student from Luchowfu

who has been studying in Cheeloo for the past two years, may go to be Phoebe's
secretery., I believe they will like each other for they are both genuine, if plein,

I have not seaid anything about the political situation. It looks hopeful
one day and then dark the next., General Chiang ighow in Canton end I believe that
things are turning out to the good for the Central Govermment and that they have won
a very real victory for centralization.

This letter bears my love, ddep love, to each of you.

Minnie




#8 Dung Gwa Shi
Ginling College

Nanking
September 6, '36
Sunday pem.

A Personal Letter from Miss Vautrin to two
of the Former Faculty Members:

It had been my ambition to write to each of you during my holiday but alack,
that was one of the many things I did not do. Rebecca's letter to Ruth, whigh she
shared with me last evening, is an added incentive for writing before work begins in
earneste.

I am enclosing a oarbon copy of a letter I wrote for those going home on
furlough this past sumner. If you have time to read it it will bring you up=to-date
to the 19th of August when I wrote it.

What a lot has happened since theni On August 26th I reached Ginling from
Kulinge Mrs. Tsen was literally pushing us out of the old faculty house, "500" for
she is turning it into a student dormmitory. On August 27th, the business manager
Eva Spicer and I began to move in earnest, We sent enough furniture over to #8 Dung
Gwe. Shi - just south of our Day Sechool, to furnish two residences. Here the group
of five or six who eat foreign food will live until other residences go up on the
campus, We will also have a guest room here., I am living here for a few days more
and then I move over to a vasant room in the Practice School. The rest of the furni-
ture from "500" we stored temporarily in some vecant rooms in the carpemter shop =
a building made out of our farmer gate houses which we took down the end of Jume,
they being in the 4th Residential distrioct, The new carpenter shop is near the elec-
tric plant, It improves that section of the campus., The new South Hill Faculty
House which should have been finished by September lst - cammot be ready before the

21st of September - if them. It really will be quite attractive and certainly has

& superb view, It has 16 bedrooms and 2 guestrooms. Only Chinese food will be served
in it, Mrse. Tsen is sending up the food from the college kitchen. In July I ordered,
or rather planned and ordered, a very attractive dining room set of furniture in
Chinese design, but I have not yet done anything about the furniture for the living
roome Wish Mrs. Thurston or Harriet had dome it before they left,

You will be glad to know that Miss Helen Dingmen and Mrs. Campbell came on
Thursday September 3d, but instead of coming from the south, they changed their plans
and came from the north. They arrived in Nanking at 10130 one evening and left at
65320 the following afternoon. However they were able to come to us for a luncheon
at whieh I had Siao=sung, En-lan, Lilliath (Searle was in Shanghsi) the Femns, whom
Miss Dingman knew in Berea, and Dr. Reeves. After luncheon we took them over tom
the Neighborhood Center, and theg enjoyed the short visit immensely. When they left
Ginling we arranged for them to go to the University to meet several of the agriocul-
tural men there - Chinese - and then they went to the 5120 train.

Louise Shoup came to Nanking last Friday evening., Esther Tappert and Chang
Beh-wei and Katheryn Boeye of liwei wen met her. This is now Sunday evening, two
days after her arrival, and I ocan truly say all of us like her very mush., She seems
most adaptable and thoughtful. During the past two days we have had the hottest days
of the entire sumer. Poor child, she has simply dripped for she has no clothes that
are cool enough. She said everybody urged her to take warm clothes but no one pre=
pared her for this heat. It has been fearful. Tomorrow we are getting a tailor to
make her some wash clothes. Mlrs, Rhead comes on Tuesday. She, Louise and Ruth will
be in this homee, while Stella Graves, Florence Kirk and Alice Morris will bqin the
north one.
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The letter te Ruth telling of the new organization of our Board of Founders
and the promotional plans certainly brings new courage. It will mean everything %o
Yiefang, whox I know felt the ball was tossed back and forth acress the Pacific and
nothing further done about it., Gao Rem~ying, the new Alumse Secretary is busy every
day now. She goes to Shanghai soon for 6 promotional meeting there. Can it be we
are moving forward?

It is now thundering and lightning -~ which means that the terrible heat
has broken for & while at least,

Much, much love to both of you,
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Desr Members of the Ginling Femily:

“Christmes time has come sgein® and I am not prepeared
for it. Every year it seems to catch me unaweres and meke me
reelize thet I &m & procrastinator,end thet I leave until the last
minute the things I should have done in the summer holiday. How-
ever I want you to know thet we will be thinking of you,and miss-
ing you, end longing for some of the old "togethicrness"™ of former
days., Mey esch of you have & very blessed Christmestide,with
plenty of liesure for the enjoyment of the friendship and fellowship
of 1life which reelly mekes life worthwhile,efterall, From your
letters I know thet some of you are anxious for Ginling news, and so
as my Christmas gift to you I will give you some "leeves from my
haphezard diary". Here they are-
August 26- I arrived st Nenking today after my five weeks in
Kuling, In spite of much rein Kuling wes lovely;I think more lovely
then I heve ever seen it, I was sorry to leeve it and come down into
the hest of the plains. Bve hed arrived in Nanking a fews deys
previous to my srrivel and took me into her home, Mrs,Tsen was
literally pushing us out of the old "500"in order to get it reedy
for students, 1 weas sorry that I was not sble to attend a tea this
afternoon given by Searle Bstes-his wife was in Shenghai- for
Elizebeth Goucher Chepman and her husbend who are on their way up
to Chengtu., &n interview with Mr,Tang the supervisor of the South
Hill Feculty House reveels the fact thet it will not be reedy for
occupency bgfore September 21st, I think he is en optimist for it
certeinly does not look as if he cen finish it by that time,

August 27-31.During these deys Eva and I and Frencis Chen and the
servaents have finished the mein moving over to # Dung Gwe Shi

where the foreign food is to be served, The dining room and of cours
the kitchen ere to be in thié south house,while the living room is to
be in the north house. Mrs,Rheed,Louis Shoup snd Ruth are to be in
the south house while Stelle Graves,Florence Kirk and a guest room
are to be in the north, HEvery night we were tired enough to roll
into bed at & rether early hour. The furniture thet wes not taken
over was stored in the new carpenter shop,where fortunstely there
were seversel emply rooms.

September 3. Miss ¥gry Dingmen end Mrs.Cempbell of Americe were
guests todey at #8 for luncheen, I have been living owver there
since yesterday in order to get the servents sterted in on their
work and elso to get things in finel order, The Betes &nd the
Fenns,both of whom knew the guests were ®lso our lumcheon guests.
The guests were most anterested in the college and the neighborhood
ho use.

September 4, Louise Shoup,the new teecher of English arrived this
evening, Ketherine Boey,Chang Deh-wei and Esther Teppert met her
at Hsia Gwan and brought her up to # 8, 6he seems like & very nice
person and I quite like her,
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Freshman Week program begins tonight, The young Chinese faculty
members are doing most of the work for it slthough several of the
Western faculty are helping.

September 5, The heat is terrible. Papers are saying that yesterday
was the hottest day of the summer, People who have just come from
America are certainly not prepared for weather such as this. Poor
Louise has nothing but natty looking silk and wool suits. We are
calling the tailor for her at once so that she can get some simple
wash dresses made, 1 felt sorry for her last night when I saw her
walking around in some nice white rabbit fur slippers. Unfortunately
I could not lend her anything for I am still living out of my suitcase,
Ruth Chester and Stekla Gravew arrived this noon, the worse for the
heat. How we wish that we could have stayed up in Kuling until this
was past,

September 6, The Senior Retreat began today. Mr,Bruce of the

Student Christian Movement is giving a number of talks and he is very,
very helpful, BEva Spicer is the adviser for the seniors and has helped
the girls to plan a very helpful program, Not quite 211 of the seniors
are present, but the large majority are here,

The heat still continues although it is not quite so bad. You
see,according to the Chinese calendar, it is only the 20th of the 7th
monthé ,and therefore it is just the right time for the "big heat",

Those of you who know how the Ginling nkkghborhood is changing
will want to know about our roads and residential district. On our
old tennis court to the north of the Recitation Hall,a big resid ence
is practically completed, It is exiremely foreign in appearance, and
sad to say it has just been painted a cold grayish blue. Where the
twin photinia trees used to be is a queer looking house-looks more like
a double house., Has a flat roof and is very large. Three or four other
buildings are going up to the north of us end roads are being cut
to mske the houses accessible to the bigger streets, Hankow Road to
the north of us and Ninghai Boad to the east have not yet been paved.
The dust is terrible on these newly made but unfinished roads.

September 8, Registration today. Li Dz-djen, the new personnel officer
is scheduling the freshmen, Fine to heve a person who can give her
whole time and energy to student advising, Nice Wu Mou-i is acting as
the registrar and what promise she gives of being a good one, How 1
wish she would continue in that office and use her fine mind to improve
it.

September 10, Classes began today., Mrs,Rhead, foem the School of Musie
of the University of Michigan arrived yesterday. Dr.Djang Siao-sung
presided at our first assembly since Dr,Wu is not yet back.

September 11, Nice Florence Kirk came in this evening without letting
any person know that she was coming. She is a lovely,cheery ® rson and
so good to have around., She says that her chosen vocation is "Being a
Missionary on furlougn," That certainly is not mine for I always come
back to China to rest,

September 14, Tonight we had our first facul ty meeting of the year
1936-37. We began the gathering by having a simple supper together
over in the "400" dormitory. There were seven tables of us. At the
faculty meeting it was announced that there were 259 students enrolke d
for the college and 79 for the Practice School. There are more than

80 freshmen and this year's senior class will be the k rgest in our
history, numbering in all 44. In addition there will be about 8 who
will finish the special physical education course, Rejoice with me
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that a second person has at last come to join me in the Education
Department,namely, Dr, Yuen Peh-tsiao who for many years was principal
of the Wuhu Academy, He has just returned from America where he has
finished his do:torate in secondary education, I hope he will not be
di scontented because we have only a minor in Education, This semester
I will be able to give a good share of my time to the supervision of the
practice teachers which I enjoy doing very much,
Friday, September 18, It is a beautiful autumn day, The campus is lovely
and green after a very heavy rain, Had a conference with Mr,Tang the
supervisor of the new south hill residence. He begs me to persuade the
faculty to wait until October 1st to move in, Mrs,Chen and I have de-
cided to go down to Shanghai to buy some nice wicker furniture for the
new residence. The faculty are scattered. Eva Spicer has taken in some
and some are living in the new infirmary,although Dr,Gale is not very
happy about it for she wanted to get it furnished and in arder, The
old "500" is now full of students, '
September 26. Tonight is the recéption for the new students and faculty.
A phay was given in the early evening over in the auditorium., Djang Deh-
wei wrote it and it was called "The Ginling Toy 8S8hop". It was very
clever. The dolls represented different claesses, The fresimen were
vety cleberly represented by two green youngsters from the country, To
my very great surprise-the last doll was one just 50 years old,and which
had been at Ginling since 1919, You see my fiftieth birthday is tomorrow
and they had discovered it in spite of all my efforts to keep it g uiet,
At noon today,down at the Practice School where I am living this year,
the students had had a birthday dinner of mieén or noodles and of course
they hzd firecrackers and the great red scrolls and the cheracter for
longevity. Several days ago when 1 flgtly refused to have any celebra-
tion they looked so disappointed that I finally relented and said that
if they kept it very simple and told no one they might have something,
How they love a bithday welebration,
September 27, After the "Toy Shop" last night we went over to the
large guest hall and there again, to my surprise, they again had the fire-
crackers and the red banners and the great candles. They pr esented me
with & statue of the god of longevity. Agein it was a lot of fun and
since they kept it simple I did not feel so badly about 1t.
This sfternoon the little dsy school kiddies slso had their turn with
firecrackers and a nice little birthday song. And this noon the foreign
faculty had a birthday dinner for me. And one of the nicest things of
a1l was that this afternoon nice Hwang Tai Tai came over to see me and to
wish me a "Happy Birthday".

1t is true,I am fifty years old., It has been publicly announced

gein and again and I cannot forget it. The celebration was not elabor-
te snd it had with it a spirit of fun and many well wishes, I think it
ns made a difference in me-in my feelings, for I realize that I am now
"lso szi" or old teacher and there are some occasions on wich I have
to go first and take the high seat in splte of protests,

October 14, Todey is Mountain Day. Students and facultly divided into
three groups,one group going to Chuchow,one to the Great Stone Tablet,
and still another to Tsai Shih Gi-the home of Li Po,the poet. These last
two places have been made available by recent motodr roads.

October 31. How I wish you were in Nenking today.- It is a great dem-
onstration of a new and growing spirit of loyalty to a person and a

gov ernment- @t is General Chiang Kai- shek's 50th birthday., About one
hundred airplanes have been presented to him as gifts by different cities
and provinces,and in turn presented by him to the National government,
Many of these plznes circled over the city this morning, Foreigners were
not ellowed to attend the great
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not allowed to attend the celebration-they sey that it was because they
did not want any Japanese to be present, Certainly one is conscious
of a new spirit of loyslty to govermment which has been lacking before.
This constant pressure from Japan will not be without value if it unites
this "plate of sand" Yas Sun Yat Sun described the people. Of course
it mey develop into blind acceptance of all national dictates which is
also bad,because it is more fille d with danger,
November 6, On November 3rd,Dr.,Wu arrived in Shanghai. She came up to
Nanking this morning. When her car arrived all was in readiness- the
students all out in front of the Central Building, the Practice School
pupils near the Science Building,and the string of fire crackers in the
center of the Quadrangle, 4 special song had been composed and practiged
for thie occasion, How good it is to have her back with us again, She
looks rested in spite of her strenuous days in “merica.
November 7-8. The Founders' Day celebrations have taken place during
these two days, Nrs.,New spoke as well as an outside spesker,at the
formal celebration on Saturday. On Sunday st the religious service,
Dr.Leighton Stewart spoke., The new infirmery was fitingly deddcated
and inspected., Jt really did look lovely when it was @ll ready for
inspection, Two of the Yen sister,the doners,were present at one time
or another during the celebration, The chrysanthemums have made the
cempus and buildings particularly lovely these days.
November 12. Moving day has come again, On October lst, seven of the
faculty moved up into the new residence,and still there were vacant
rooms there. Those who had moved over to Nunber ¢ looked with longing
eyes at the vscent rooms, especially when the dust was &0 bad,and then
agein when the mud was worse,and still again when the first touch of
cold ceme, It was finelly decided that it would be better to move the
up to the new residence than to try to meke them comfordtcble with
with stoves over at #. 8o they moved today. The new residence is not
vet finished,end I am not sure that it ever will be,but life must go
on in snite of cerpentars and @pinters and electricians-and somehow
it does go on, 1 heve been spared much of the annoyances of moving by
heaving & room down at the Prectice School where I live and teske all of
my meels, I have bought & nice little stove and will put itl up &8s soon
e I reslly need it, It is lovely down there-more lovely than I realigz-
sd end I like the intimate contact with the girls and the staff.
November 19-20, During these two days I Im ve been attending the Uniwver-
3 of Nenking Executive and Board of Trustees meeting. You will be
interested to know that their library building has been started and also
a2 science and plant patliology annex. They have received as much as
$176,000, Chinese currency in gifts during the past year.They lm ve three
deans,ell of whom are ambitious for the development of their @wm rticu-
lar schools, that is science,arts,or agriculture,and it certainly does
result in interesting projects.
December 12. Consternation fell upon Nanking late this afternoon when
the news of General Chiang's capture in 8ian begen to leak out, At first
we simply could not believe it to be true and tinen gradually the dds-
tressing and humiliating affair became known, Students and faculty
on our campus are crushed by it and fear for the future of the nation
is evident on every hand, One does not laugh or play in the same spirit
for always there is this sadness and disappointment in our minds, The
nreparations for Christmas programs are being given up-there is no
spirit to prepare for esnything, Hopeful news comes through and then the
next dey it is dashed to nothingness. The airplene is doing much to
help carry mediators to and fro. If only he coula be released befar e
Christmas.
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December 25, All or most of our Christmas celebrations were given up,

The Glee Club did go out to sing at the various houses on the campus,

but on Christmas eve, the play was given up and a very lovely religious
service held instead, On Sunday evening,December 20, the vardous Glee
Clubs and chorus on the campus gave a mo st beautiful concert of Christmas
music,and Helen Loomis arranged for a lovely human picture on the large
stege-the angels, the shepherds, the wisemen snd the Mother and Child were
211 there as the concert proceeded, 1t wae truly a lovely picture which
will lingeef long in our minds,.

This evening the faculty-or 34 of us gethered up at the new
residence for a Christmas meal together, We did not realize what a truly
joyous occasion it was going to be, Late in the afternoon the news of
General Chieng's release begen to lesk through, A little before seven
just as we were getting reasdy to go into the dining room, Dr,Wu brought
us suthenic news of the release, ¥Never have I heard a group sing "Pralise
God from Whom sll blessings flow" with more feeling and true meaning,
Teers trickled down our cheeks and we were almost foolish in ocur releases
from the snxiety of the past days. After dinner we went out on the veran
dah and from there we could see sky rockets and hear fire crackers from
every direction, About 6:3) Liu En-lan came in from the middle of the
city where she had just taken her brothers and sisters for a Christmas
meal together, She reported that the city was wild with joy, strangers
greeting strangers with the news, Army trucks had been s ent out trail-
ing long strings of fire crackers, BEnfksn remarked, "Who said that the
Ch€nese are slow and cannot be hustled?"

New Yezar's KEve, A great lantern procession has been mearching up and
down the long streets of Nanking tonight, Dregons and all sorts of
animels are renresented. Bands and firecrackers are doing all they can
to add to the noise. I went out with a party to & dinner party,and we
could scsrcely get through the crowds. The sleeping dragon is sleeping
no longer,.

Jenuary 17-Februsry 6, Our mid-yesr holidsy has been taking place dur-
ing this interval, Mrs,Rhead end Cetherine Sutherlend have gone to
Peiping where the former gave a concert-two in fact., Ruth Chester has
gcone to the hospital to give the doctors a better chance to find out
whet ier eally the matter,to determine whether or not 1t is stomech
uleer from which she had been suffering for the past eight months, Dr,
wu and I went to Shangliei this past week where we attended the Council
of Higher BEducation by day-and where I wisited in the nomes of al unnae
in the evenings, ¢h night but one 1 was in some alumna home and met

A g
husbend and children, 4+t really was most enjoyable even if it was not
very restful,

Confession. ALl of you know by thig time that I did not finish this
letter on November 22nd when I started,and thet I have not succeeded in
getting it home to you for & "NMerry Christmas" message., Jthe truth is

I finished the first pzee and then it remsined on my type-writer desk
chiding me for the next two months, ‘I will not begin the new semester
with it haunting me and therefore on this the first day of the new
semester I em determined to finish it and send it on, The first part
will be ancient history to most of you,but perhesps not to =211, 1 fear
it is not worth the postzge it will cost, but nevertheless I am going to
send it on just to make myself finish & task that was perhaps all too
unwisely sterted, I wish that I had time to write to each of you-but
ales I have not, To those of you who sent me such nice Christmas greet-
ings,l thank you,and to those of you who forgot me, I will do @s General
Chisng did,and say that it was all my fault for being suci a poor
friend. I never did thank Emily for the nice little packet sent by
Florence,but I do so now. Love and best wishes to all ol Yyou,

o » . . V4 .
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GINLING COLLEGE
NANKING, CHINA

tugust 10,1937

Deaxr Rebecca:

I am not sure that I will have the time or energy to finish
this letter if I start it,but since it has been much on my mind I
will try to get it off.

Pirst of all let me say that we are not normal people now
either on our campus or in Nanking for everyone is expecting that
Japan may do something -they know not what. £or the past ten days
if you were here on our campus following us you would find we are
packing our most expensive apparatus,storeing it in the basements
where we are expecting to cover it with sand bags. And we are getting
important college records and documents and packing them in suticases
preparatory to sending them to Shanghai. Poor Dr.Wu is busy almost
everyday with long meetings of a new organization called the Chinese
Jomen's dNational Defense deague. The hours that we would be glad
to use in study and reading we are giving to "precautionary measures"
against air raids and bobbing. ihat a crazy world we live in anyway.
*the large ma jority of people do not want war and yet we let a vocife
erous minority push us into it. But enough. I will be getting out
a mimeographed letter in a day or two which 1 will send you and which
will give the details. I hope with all my heart thaet by the time
this letter reaches you that all may be quiet =nd that college can

open as usual,although it looks now as if our enrollment will be
greatly affected.

Rebecca the real reason for writing this letter is %o let you
know that during the year I hope that you will find us a fine person
to teach Ilnglish in the fractice Schoolland one who will be interested
in the life of the sahool-especisally the Christian aspect of it. liy
reason igs thgt I have tried in vain te get a person and have failed.
If school opens in three weeks I do not yet have any person. the best
I can do is to have one of our graduates teach one of the classes aidd
a Shanghai University graduate teach the two upper classes-but neither
of these are certain. Iliiss Cathro's letter came saying that she could
not come and then a.liiss Felton whdtm I hoped to get said that she has
,been invited by Hillcrest and still another lliss Wiley from Seattle

who was a possibility decided not to ®wemain in the ¥rient. §esterday

I considered a Yenching graduate but she was not really prefared for the
work. Fadm my previous letter you know the type of person that we need.
7o do went a permanent person if we can get one,and we need a person
who is a trained teacher so she can help the practice teachers and
supervise them.

or .Wiu approved of my writing this letter to you but she said,
" Now you know llinnie that it is not easy,for Rebecca would not only
have to zet the person but would have to raise additional funds for her
salary for you know that your budget can stand for only the salary for
a graduate of a college in China".
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I myself think that it is too difficult to get a person who
would come out at her own expense and receive only living expenses
while here and yet that is all that the ’ractice School can afford
if we have to balance our budget. DO you supp0sSe it would be possible
to do one of the following in an of fort to increase college income-

1. Try to persuade the United Church of Canada 0 gsupport a member of
the facultye Two persons have mentioned this possibility to me and I
am Mot sure that we have tried to do anything about it. lirs.Dohmld
llacGillivray who is a Canadian and the sister-in-law of lirs.John
lMacGillivray of the Canadian Board siad that she thought that the
women of Canada could and would be glad to do this. This past summer
another person said the same thing to me. Florence Kirk said that
she did a good deal of speaking for Ginling wien she was home and she
felt that it was a possibility. T .E.J.Wallace whom you know would

be a good person to approach in this matter.

o, Could we get the Bellesley Physical Rducation alumnae interested in
our Physical Education Department to the emtent that they would help
finance it or at least support a faculty member? I know Wellesley has
connection with Yenching but I thought that this special department
might be interested in our specigl department. Illiss Elliot would be

a good person to talk %o about the matter.

3., I have often wondered if it would not be posgible to get the women's
migsionary societies of union or communi ty churches interested finan-

cially in Ginling. ts there an organization of such ag}un or communi-

ty churches in Amerida? Woudd it be advisable to talk O,AAéK to the
nead of suech an organization: I talked to several members of such
churches around Chicago and they said that it was always a difficult
thing for the members of such 2 community church to interest their

?GOP%G _in 3issions because the women were never quite interested
enough 1n'tn§ work of any one denomination. Lt has seemed to me that
a union mission enterprise might interest them much more.

4. Lpother source of income that 1L have often thought about was some
pf the prepa;atory schools for girls that are scattered throughtout
vge_east. There are several wealthy ones in and around Jashington. It
?1gnt pe that they would be interested in the Practice School rather
than the College.

I sug;est the above a3 possible-but perhaps not probable sources
of current income. I have racked my brain at times to tanink of ways
tngt we could get more of an income for the Practice School. dhe only
schools L have thought of that might be at all interested would be the
normal schools and teachers' colleges but unfortunately they are always
state supported and I +think would not be interested in a Mission

institution. It might be that their Y.W. Associations migh
have never explored that possibility. ght be but I
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But probably more promising than any of the means that I have
suggested for financing a full time English teacher for the rractice
Sehool is your suggestion in your letter of June l4th concerning lLiiss
Fikes. I will certainly write her in a short time and hope that we can
interest her in the Practice School. I would be sorry to be home on
furlough the year she came. I like what you people say about her and
also I have liked her letters that have been shared with me. She sounds
like a very fine sort of person. In answer to your P.S. on that letter
I would say that I think the Practice School could afford to pay ;80.00

(yuan)per month- that is what we paid this past year to the Chinese
teachers who taught the English for us.

From liss Fikes letter L would take it that she means to stay
in China but one year and that she feels that her ultimate work is in
her present school. If that be true it would be quite worthwhile to
have her come out for the year and then to be on the lookout for a
permenent person. 'hen you have a chance will you talk it over with
Iliss llacKinnon to see if she knows of any person who used to be in
their llission and is an experienced teacher of English. I have often
thought of the liiss Brown who used to be in the Baldwin School in
Nanchangd I did not know her very well but always heard fine things
about her. I am not even sure that she was a teacher of English but
[ rather think so. person with training in the teaching of English
as a foreign language would be excellent-providing that person were
in addition deeply interested in the ideals of a Christian school and
willing to build herself into it.

. started this letter vo you yesteriay, bul want to finish it
today. Have just been over to Dr.V/u's office to talk to her about
& letter she has just drafted to send out to all the students telling
them that we are hoping to ppen college as usual. Dr.Wu looks so
tired and yet she camnot stop. ©she has just gone out to another long
meeting which I hope she will not have to chair. "he with me rather
fears that the radical elements in China will be difficult to held
back,and if they are not held back at any moment things may happen
which will precipitate China into a war. L.y constant prayer is for
General and ladsame Chiang for [ think the former knows better than any
other person ,China's military strength. but can he contred the
radical forees that do not know and seemingly do not care?

I hope that you have had a good holiday and that you are ready
for another year of effort in Ginling's behalf. How I hope that all
ooes well with your campaign for funds. Dr.liu has asked me to write
you what I think are the needs of Ginling and the order of their im-
portance-but weather like this is not the time for such a letter.

liost affectionately and appreciativ§9




MHnling College

August 12, 1937.

Dear Friends:

I't seems inereasingly impossible for me to keep up
with letters that I really long to find time to answer-even the
annual Christmas letter has been neglected for the past two years.
Just now I am going to make a tremendous effort to get a mimeo-
graphed cne done before the summer holiday passes and the regular
work of fhe school year begins. If you receive this you will
know that I have succecded in spite of the heat, rumors of war and
21l kinds of extra tasks as a result of those rumors. 3113
regort tot h'e diary form again because my mind seems to work that
way-probably a result of increasing ags.

Junc 20-22. Bacealaureate and commencement and class day exerciscs
secem to have a habit of coming and going on college
campusses. At Ginling our 19th one came on June 20-22 when 42
young ‘somen finislied thecir college courses. More than 60%
of thasc graduatcst will go into high school work, 25 of them will
be teachers and 2 will bc deans. However more avenues are
opening for the trained woman in China than formerly. Two of thc
class will go into nursing, two will continue their medical coursc,
onc will become a riational secrctary for the New Life llovement,
one will go into medical-social casc work, two into religious~
social work and onc into rural work. One mcmber of the class
was m rried two dayis after commenccment and about twenty of her
cless participated #n her wedding cercmony which took placc down
at thc ncw Intcrnationat Club. Sixtecn girls graduated from
our Prr.ctice High Schooi and we have heard sincc that they all
p~sscd the government examination which hangs like 2 heavy weight
above thcm 2ll during their senior year.

ngnin this year we had ~ most intercsting commencc-
ment ovcr - our Neighborhood Housc when € girls between the ages
of 14 ~nd 19 gradunt.ed from thc Homecraft Jchool which our college
students support foxr thc poor girls of our neighbothood. We
werc very bold and invited thc wife of the mayor of Nenking to givc
the chicf nddrcss at. thc commencement cxcrciscs. She accepted
the invitation, madc: » very practical and helpful spcech to thc
cight girls which T suspcct they will never forget, ~nd moreovcr
she wns so impresscd by thc work of the little school that she
gove ~ gift of $40.'00 when she left As somc of you know, onc
rcqui.rcment for gradustion is that each girl be able to make her
own greducrtion drcs.e and shocs, nnd this they had donec verywell
indecd this year. Increasingly the college girls arc bccoming
intcrested in the ‘work of this school. This st yc~r more than
t-gelve of them tau,ght classes over there regularly. It was very
difficult to gect #his ncw type of school started for the poor homcs
nced their older (zirls to help make a living nnd to takc carec of
thc younger childiren, but gradually they arc gceing that the
school does sometliing worthwhile for their daughtcrs.




June 21. On thc morning of June 21st I received o tclegrom from

my brother telling of thc death of my fathcr. Such
news is always a shock and for daysand nights my thoughts followed
*he last sad journey back to the old home in Illinois. Letters
hich have rcached me sincc have grcatly comforted mc for they ™
hve told how quickly father passed on into the great beyond ~2nd was
wrred long wecks of suffering which ke alweys dreaded. He wos
03 years old and was n~ctive up to within & fcw days of his dcath.
I owe more than I can ever rcpay to my brother and sister=in-law
for taking such good care of fathcr during the last yerrs of his
lifc and thus making it possiblc for me to comtinue the work hcrc in
Chine. which I could not wcll leave.

July 2-18 For these sixtcen dnys I have been having & holiday with
friends in the scnsidc summer resort of Tsingteo - the
city which belonged to thc Germans before the Great War, then was
given to Jepan, and fin~nlly because of thc "ashington Agrccment was
returned to Chin-. I lived out At Iltus Huk :» pcecninsuln which
juts out into thc blue and cool Pacific. Thc scn bathing wns
grcnt -~ the present heat in Nanking makes me wish that I had gops in
oftcncer than oncc a day. I am only ~ mediocrc swimmer but how
I did lovec it!? My brothcr ~lwnys told mc I got the specd of a
row bont out of the forcc of ~ stcomer - but any woy I improved cven
at the nge of fifty. We took one holf doy trip to ~ mountain in
the country and werc imprcsscd by the prosperity of the farmers,
the eleanness ~nd ncatncgs of their ficld, their ability to usc
every squarc foot of spacc - cven brnks werc plantcd with melon
vincs - =nd the umbcr of finc looking schools scattercd through the
country. Te werc told thet the Municipnlity of Tsingkao hos
startcd morc than 50 such modcl country schools. Ruth Chester
and Florence Kirk of our Ginling Faculty ~nd "enonr 7ilkinson of
my Mission nre my summer camp~nions - and therc c.rc nonc fincr.

Jord ceme through to us in Tsingbteo that on July 7th
t rouble started & few miles south of Pciping when a Jopanesc soldicr
disappearcd = how? nobody rcally knows, and why? ~agnin nobody
rc~1lly know. Since thcn fighting hos increased =2nd what the end
of it will be wec dare not say. Of the Grent W~r, Milnc said,
"Two people were killed in Serojevo in 1914 and thc best Europc
could do about it wns to kill cleven million mcre.™ And Milnc
did not include in this summ~ry 211 the personnl loss and ~nguish,
the deaths from disensc, thc economic dislocaticn ~nnd the increased
and dccpencd hntreds. Chin~ does ncot want war ~nd knows that
she is not prepered for it. I belicve that the Jopnnesc people
do not want war but Jopon conrot contrnl her military machine.

July 19-20. Yestcrdny morning I left Tsingrno ond this afternoon

arrived in Nanking coming through by train. During
that journey I passcd five trocp trnins - just cpen cnrs they were,
filled with soldiers and horscs nnd qquipment of war. The
soldiers lookecd so misernblc in the terrific hent oand somc cf them
werc merce leds,

Todey's English prper hns in it the spcech of
Genernlissimo Chiang Kni-shek which he delivercd to lenders ot
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» confercnce in Kuling on July 19th. I hope thet it ~ppeared in
Amcricah papers and that you wcre able %o read it for it sccmed to
¢ to be sanc and rcasonable. He gave a minimum of four points
iMich Chinun cannot yield and rctain her national integrity. He
seemed to be giving 2 rcply to Jepan's unreasonablec demands and At
the same time he was expleining to his cwn pcople what the final
sacrifice for them might be. He snid: "7Teack nation as we arc

we connot rieglect to uphold the intcgrity of our neation. It is
impossible for us not to snfcguard to our utmost hhe heritnge of
our forcfathers, a duty which wc must fulfil to the utmost. Let
us renlize, however, that once war has begun there is no looking
backward, we must fight to the better end".

July 21. One reason I havc come beck to Nanking at this time
into the hent is to check up on the ncw faculty
houges which arc being built this sunmecr. More than ~ ycar ~go
it was decided to put up a row of fivc apartments and in addition =~
bungalow - the latter I was hoping to enjoy during the remmindcr of
vy gears in Chin-~. Unfurtunately because building costs heve
increanscd wore than 25% rocently, we have hed to turn the funds for
the bungnlow into that for the apertment houscs NDuring the
lagt few wecks we have even had to turn over 2lso the modest sum of
82000.00 Chin:sc currency which hnd been set aside for the furnish-
ing of the ap~rtments For all we know now, by November if all
goes well, we may be moving into empty faculty houscs My
disappointment over the bungrlow wrs kecn, but perhaps not fateol,

Another reason for coming back was to mrke final
decisicn n~bout going to Japan to attend the Seventh Mccting of the
World Fcderation of Education Agsociations which is scheduled to
nmeet in Tokyo from August 2-7. Before the trouble started in the
worth, twelve of our Ginling alumnac who nrec principals or deans of
middle schools, had planned to go with me to Japan. W hed 211
cur plans made to live in 2 school conducted by the wife of -~ °
Japanese pastor, and after attending the conference we were hoping
to stay on and visit Kagawa's work, girls' secondary schools and
~.1s0 come to know somec Jrpanese Christinns. I was cager to trke
the group over for from thc standpoint of internntional friendship
it would havec beecn valusble. Then the Chinesc officinl
delegatces from Manchukwo. It wos not wise for me to take my
group but as for myself I still felt that it might bc worthwhile
for me to 'go. 3ince rcturning tc Nenking and learning how
nffrirs are developing in thc north I have decided not to go.

July 22. Tonight after the lights went out on our coampus, for

more thon two hours I listcned to the tramp, tromp,
tramp of soldicrs ~nd horses 2nd thc clanking of guns on the road
outside. By day 2ll is cnlm, but at night wer prcparations are
roving forward. Can "mothing stop thesc two nations? Truly wc
secm 1ike sheep without ~ shepherd when the prnssion for wor is let
loose, and yet we know that in every country there arc cnough
pcople opposed tc war to really put a stop to it. I cannot
forget the trrmping of those men!
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Tuly 28. I wng invited to a Chincse fenst in the homc of

a friend tonight. Everyonc wns filled with
joy for word hrd becn coming through 2ll day by wircless that the
Chincsc trocps wcrc grining back the tcrritory that hrd been lost
during thc pnst wcck, Such cnthusiasm cverywherc - oven the
rickshs. men sccmed to heve heard about it. Thcre ves ~» sinking
fceling in my own henrt for I know thot - militory mochince will
slnp back quickly ond rclcntlessly.

July 29-31 Japan's rcaction hns ccme more quickly thon I

impginced. “inrd is cnning through that not only
h~s she token the cities momentarily lost but she is driving ~ll
Chincsc trocps out of Ticntsin ~nd Pciping. It sccms thnat
nothing h~s bcen destroycd in Peiping, but Ticntsin has becn
bombrrdcd by nn ~irforec, ond much destruction has token -place.
Nonkai Univers:ty hos becn totally destroycd we nre told, beenusc
Jopnnesc fclt thot it wns o center c¢f propoganda. Naturally the
Chincsc pceplce orc vurious ~nd cven the calmest say that Chine must
fight even thouzh she be defentcd. Scric cven sty that Chin~ must
herself dcstr.v her grent constol cities and retreat to thc moun-
tain recgicns 1.6 from therc cnarry on gorilla wnrfarc until Japan is
cxheaustcd ccoucmiceally.

Ausust 2. Tonight a committec of five faculty met to discusy
prccruticnary measurcs for tnxing carc ~f the
27 1llege Ccompuse e plrnncd t~ pack v~hluable ~ppnratus and store
't in the bascmerits, to purchnsc firc extinguishers, t» scnd records
Sh~nghr.i, ctc. Yestcrdny it wns snid thnat on announccment was
~dc tn n~fficinls t~ get their families ~ut of the city Thc
~gon wrs to lecgsen the number in Nonking ~nnd to frce ~fficinls
~mily rcsponsibility - but thc result hns becn to frightcen the
pecple terribly. Trnins and becats arc packed ~nd tickcts have
been snld for days in advence. Thousands arc lenving.

August 6. Severel days ngo ordcecrs werce scnt out to

Nonking rcsidents t» paint 21l reofs black or
grry. There ore only o few rcd roofs lcft ncw. Although some
of the officinl buildings hnve pninted their red columns grny, we
havc not yet .dcnc ~nything ~brut nurs. OQur c~rmmus is rnther
secparatcd so we do not fcel we ~rc in much drnger. Te are also
ncar the Americnan Embassy which mrkes this regicon s~fer Thc poor
c1ld Drum Tower 1locks s~d in its cont of gray.

August 9 And now thc problcm ~f the opening of collecge

in thc ~utumn is being discussed. This cvening
we hed r gpecicl mecting ¢f threc feculty wmembers tco discuss what
sh~uld bc done. Students arc ~lrendy writing in for tronsfcrs -
they hope to cnter schosls in Shanghei cr Conton. e heve decidced
to scnd out word to all that we expect to open at our usu~l time,
that we belicve it is better to kecp schocls open and running
norev.1ly. If within o few d~ys of the cpcning it sccms unwisc
9¢ will put = notice in the Shen Pec, ~ paper that hns ~ widc
circulation in China.

Aurust 10 Dr. ", ~ur precsident, is very tircd. Shc hns
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n~t had ony rcst this summer ~nnd ot thc present time is "n on
exceutive committee of on orgenization which hes been formed by
M~dame Chi~ng to furnish first aid to the national ~rmy. Thc
committec hos mcetings nlmost every dny that lasts for hours. Shc
hes to be chairmon of many of thc mectings

August 11 Yhat have I donc today? I left my rocm in the
Procticc Schecol at cight c'clock. Mr. Chtn, thc
Busin¢:as k2n~ger, ~nd I mrdc the rcunds tc sce thnt thc ncccessary
werk Of preperaticn is going on. First we went to the thrcec
bosemints to scc that they arc being clecred so that in cosc of
~ir reids students and faculty and collcge servants can g° therc
f~r shclter. Then wc checked up ~n thc making of s~nd bags
whicla we ~rc preparing t~ usc for the protecticn of apprrotuse
S5ti1l lotcr v« had ~ confercnce on what we are to d° with the
cheriicrls th-t must be gotten out of the Science Building, ctc.
Tt pcems t~ we this mrrning that ¥anking is s mewhnt quicter and
tha.t pc-ple ~rec s:ttling down to the routine ~f lifc ~gin. of
»~urse rum~rs ~r¢ still flying.  Personnlly I na hoping, ~nd
a ngt-ntly pr-yiaz thnt the wnar cl~uds will pass ~w~y nnd that
Chin~ will ~grin %¢ frec tc push her progrmm af naticnnl recrnstruc-
ticn which shc h-s been corrying on so valiently the past fecw yers
in-spitc ~f 2ll 2nndiccops. Mould that somchow thc moral frrecs
{ the werld c™md be wmebilized ngoinst wor, egringt the milit~ry
mechinc in =11 2-untrics nad pcople c-uld give their time =nd
strength t~ the ~rt ~f pencc - nd friendly co-rperntion tco rid thce
verld of poverty ond igncronce and discse.

I send this lotter on to you with tke fecling that it
ig hnrdly wert™ the time it will teke ycu €0 rend it. It will ot
lc~ gt let veu ¥ncw that I hove net T rgrtten you ond that I havce
~ppreceictcd the lcttcere thet most of yru hnve writtcn to me - and
thet n1l of y»n have irtendcd to write. If =il goes well 1
shall be coming home next sammer for my furlrugh yenr. "hMecre| 1
shr11 bc during the winter of thnat yoor I heve not quitc decided
vut I sholl woat te spend port of it in study. Lct us hope thet
by the times thais lcttcr rcoches you ~11 will bc 2uict in yrur
hcmisphere end in minc.

3inccrcly yveur friend,

D) . .
4 “
) )t reseel
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Ginling College,
Nanking, Chine
September 6, 1937

8

To the Members of the Ginliag Faculty,
Deer Co=-workere:

After heving received further instructions from the
Ministry of Educttion to &gain postpone the opening of college
in Nenking, we huve decidcd thet until we cen aecertein mdre
clearly whet the future holds for Chine and for Nenking, that
we mexe temporery errangements for thc present semester, After
much consultetion ond ecrnest thought the following decisgon
heve been medee

l, Thet freshmen cnd sophomores mey become guest students
in any inetitution which ies conveniently loceted for them cnd of
which their ptrente epprove. Dr. Wu is writing to them, telling
the sophomorce eepecielly, to choosec coursece which will not
duplicote thosc thet they have hed et Ginling., It is our hope
that they will be cble to enter institutions of good stending
go taat there will be no question tbout the quelity of work done.

2, For eeniors especielly, and for juniors, we tre recommen@-
ing centere where we hope thet they con continuc all or part
of their mejor work under their mejor professors. We heve given
much time to the seclection of thcec centers snd our judgment hps
tcen beged upon the locetion of the students, the faculty and
thc cveilibility of cquipment. If thc heedg of deportments weye
in Nanking this tesk of determing centers would be much gimplez,
It is our hope throt the seniors csn complete their theses this'
scmeceter, The loceotion of centere ie given on the attoched sheet,

e Permiesion to concentrete on the me jor field for one semes-
texr hie been grented if ¢ esetisfectory plen con be formulsted.
or inetence, the Sociology Depertmecnt ie plcnning one semes ter
of concentretion on thc mejor field and hopes to be able to
errenge for & center whcre the etudcnte cen give helf time to
theorctical work cnd helf time to precticel field work. Dre. Long
ie now eseembling the booke necded for euch & project cnd will
probebly dccide upon ¢ egenter in Hunen or Kicngei. It mey be
thet & few other departmente will dceire to follow & gimiler
plene

4, Each member of the feculty end each junior ¢nd eenior will
heéve to uee her own judgment alout following the plen, Only o
prophet cen tell what place is scfe, and we who are working out
this plen ere not prophete. Plcase ecnd ue your correct rddress
cnd your frenk rcecotione et oncc,

5e¢ The hetd office of Ginling is still Nenking, slthough
speciel committece will be e&c¢t up in ccch of the centcrs ne soon
c8 poseible. On the sttached sheect you erc given the neme eond
rddress of one pereson in eeach center to whom you cen writc, It is
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the eerneet hope thet this workx cen be eterted by October let,
If the sitystion unexpectedly clecre ond the way opens for us to
return to our own ccmpus by the middle of the semester, then we
will hope thet moet froulty end etudents will do eo.

There ctre only two etudcnte 'nd cbout twelve members of
the stcff on or near the crmpue. We €re ell buey every dey with
a2 multi tude of unexpccted tasgks-but we seem to be gefe, tnd moet
of the time, very petceful, The servente on the cempue heve
shown 8. wonderful spirit cnd not one h:rs become frightened or
ecked to go home to the country, They too hove been buey with
extre teceks ce digging trenches, moving books out of the librery
ettic, moving picnoe ctnd going through fire drills, I tm esure
thot we ©ll Believe that therc ie etill ¢ future for Chine, for
Nenking cvad fer Ginling-if we have visiow, arc feithful end
coureageous,

Sinccrely your friend,

Minnie Vautrin

This letter ie written for Dr. Wu, who would hsave written it
hcreelf were ghe not €0 buey. Today ehe ies Bending out lettegye
to ell etudente cxplsesining our plén,
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PROPOSED CENTERS FOR THE DEPARTMENTS OF GINLING COLLEGE.
For the first semeeter of the acedemic year 1937-38,
Work to begin October 1, if possible.

Biology: 7 seniors; 2 juniors; 3 sephomores; 1 uncl,
Wuchang or some institution in Hunen, as Chengshe.

Chemigtry: 8 geniors; 1 junior; 9 sophomores; 1 uncl.
Some institution or research leboratory in Shanghei,

Chinese: 3 geniors; 6 Juniors; 1 sophomore; 1 unol,
Nenking, Wucheng or éhangeha.
(Profeseors Miso end Chen are now living in Nanking.)

English: 3 peniors; 6 Juniors; 6 sophomores.
Shanghail or wuchéng.

Geography: 7 seniorse; 1 Jjunior; 3 sophomores.
Some center in Hanen, Klengsi, Hupeh or Szechuan

Histo;x: 1 genior; L junior; 2 sophomores.
Shanghei,

Mugic: 1 senior; 5 juniors; 8 sophomores.
Shanghal.

Philqgophz; & s;niors; 1 junior; 1 sophomore,
! ucneng .

LB &
~pthematics: 1 senior; 1 Jjunior; 5 sophomores.
N Shanghei .

Puys. 'Bduc,: 4 seniors; 1 junior; 3 sophomoree; 1 uncl.
6 sophomore specisals,

Sociology: 9 seniore; 13 juniors; 14 sophomores; 4 uncl,
A center in Hunsn, Klangsi, Hupeh,
Ae cooperation with Jemes Yes's work in Hunen,
Or cooperation with & preebyteriap or Episcopal center,

Psychology: Wuchang
Education: Wucheng

Ginling feculty member with whom you cen correespond in e&ch center:

Dr. Chang Sieo-sung, Y.W.C.A, HaZow
Miss Eva Spicer, London Misesionery Society, Henkow
Miss Dzo Yu-lin, Y.,W.C.A. Chengesha, Hunen
Miss Wang Ming=-d jen, Shenghal Y.W.C.A.
999 Bubbling Well Rosad, Sheanghai
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Dear Tild

letter from Jerry Fitceh in Isingtao two days ago putbt an
idez in my head which I want tc wrlts on to you for consideration
and action. She evidently has been sharing the dlary which I have
sent on to Ruth and Florence ocalled "FROM DAY T0 DAY AT GINLING™
and as sho 1s sbout to start for Amexlocan and is anxious to do
gsomething for China,she asked 1f she sould have the pemission of
revising the diary and trying to gel a magazine to acoept 1t-the
proceeds to he vged for Tar Rolliefl. I immedliately wrote her that
I woinld be glad for her to use the ideas in 1t and the facts for
any talks that she wanted to make but thaet I would rather not have
it pnblished for T have not written with that idea in wmind and there
are many thinge in it that shovld not be published. I still
feal that I wonld rather not heve a non-Cinling person make deeision
on vthat shonld be used in 1t md vhat should not be used. ’

However,this moming it occeured to me,that if yon ap»roved
of the ddea that you might get liu tonch with “earl Buck and the two
of you together see if there ic any material in it that ocan he used.
You are free to pnt it in a magazine or in bookx foxm or inr both.
The proceeds aonld be given entirely to the Relief and Rehabilitation
of War Refugees. This problem 1o going to be a terkible one as the |
cold weather comos on., Naturally Wherever a bomb is dropped in a
regidonce district homes are destroyed snd veople are desperate. Lin
Yu-wen already asme to me to goe if T ean do anything about ohildren
that are row in the lanicipal Togpital-earried thare after a raid.
Both pawents were riflled. The ehildren have no alothes and no place
to go. e are trying to orgenize the Christians who are left in the
aity and help them to make aorstruotive plans for meeting these great
needs. You probasbly have already heard that the University Hospital
is now taring care of the Cemtral Hospltal patients-but unfortunately
all first and secmd class patients have left the sity so only the
very poor san come=-and that bringe no income. Miss Hynds told me the
other day that the receipts of the hospital had dropped by one half
and yet they must carry on with an increasing number of poar and
destitute. She also telephoned me yesterday to ask if I could do
anything to £ind homes for three little girl babies who are there. I
am beginning to wonder 1f the Christian groups will have to start am
orphanage as a temporary measure.

So rexr I have sent you three installammmts of my dlary as follows
sngust 12-24 sent about Angust 26th
‘ngust 25-September 8 seut about Septembexr iZta
September 9-21st sent sbout September 27th.

I now have another section ready to be typed~if I can find the time to
type 1t. Tye dlffioculty is that all our mail is now bheing carried as

far ag Japan im Japanese ships-which gives plenty of time for opening.
Let me know if you are not getting these. Much love
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GINLING COLLEGE, NANKING CHINA

By Minnie Vautrin
October 26, 1937
College registration was scheduled for September 4 following the

Freshman Week Program and Senior Retreat, both of which had been carefully
planned in June, but on August 12 a notice came from the NMinistry of Educa-
tion suggesting that all schools and colleges in the war area postpone their
opening dates to September 20. On August 30 a second notice came requesting
all educational institutions in Nanking to postpone opening indefinitely.
From that time the wisdom of attempting to open the college in Nanking was
seriously questioned. It was most difficult to see clearly or to make a wise
decision since so many uncertein factors were involved. Certainly parents
not in the war area would weant to keep their daughters near home in such dan-
gerous times and most families living in cities like Nanking had already evec-
uated to safer places; travel was not only difficult and uncertain but very
dangerous on account of air raids and the attempt to destroy all communications;

the foreign members of the faculty who had scattered for their vacations would

have great difficulty in returning to Nanking in view of the repeated advice

from the American Embassy. Perhaps the strongest argument against opening in
Neanking was Nanking itself. As the capital and headquarters for military
planning, it would continually be subjected to severe and persistent air raids
and might even be the objective of a land campaign by the Japanese army. If
the latter serious situation should arise the evacuation of women students and
faculty would be most difficult in view of the decrease in river boats avail=-
eble and the demand that would be made upon them for the moving of government

officess. Also with the frequent air raids the responsibility on the college

administration would be tremendous. Taking all these factors into considera-
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tion it was reluctantly decided not to open regular college work on the Ginling
campus.

From the study of a questionaire that had been sent out to all our
students in August, and also from an analysis of the location of students and
faculty, gradually the plan was evolved of opening several centers or units,
dividing insofar as possible on the basis of departments.

In September, the first unit was opened in Wuchang in cooperation
with Hua Chung College. Nine faculty members and 35 students are now in this
unit. In October the second unit wes started in Shanghai in cooperation with
the University of Shanghai and St, John's University. Six faculty members
and 48 students are in this second unit. In both centers seniors are able to
continue work on their theses under the direction of their major advisers, and
in some cases specialized courses are given for our seniors by their own pro-
fessors. All three institutions.extended to our faculty and students a cor-
dial welcome and in turn our faculty members have been able, in part, to re-
turn this hospitality by teaching needed courses. In Chengtu in cooperation
with West China Union University there is an "embryo" unit as one faculty mem-
ber and three students are there at work. In these three units 33% of our
student body are at work. Because of their location other students, not count-
ed in the above, are "guest students" in Amoy, Fukien Christian University,
Lingnan and Yenching. In the initial stages of the planning it was hoped that
still another unit could be started in Siangtang and that our Sociology and
Geography Departments could be opened in the buildings of the Presbyterian
Mission, but for various causes this plan did not materialize.

Excepting for the absence of students the Ginling campus looks much
as usual. Eleven members of the administrative staff - six women and five men -

and four members of the teaching faculty are kept busily at work - excepting
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during air raids. To date we have had 79 raids, some severe and some light,
but all time consuming. President Wu Yi-fang is doubly busy, not only carry-
ing the burden and strain of emergency administration for the college, but also
eiving her thought and strength unsparingly to the work of the National Chinese
Women's Organization for War Relief, in which organization she is a member of
the executive committee and treasurer. Other members of the staff who are not
at the college or needed in the various units have accepted temporary positions
in other institutions or are helping in some form of war relief. A number of
women on the campus give many hours each day to the cutting and making of gar-
ments for the wounded soldierse.

On October 30, many of this large family of Ginling students, al-
umae and faculty, though scattered f&; and wide, will be united in spirit and
in thought as they remember together in gratefulness the vision and faith and

courage of their Founders for on/that day in a very simple way they will cele~-

brate the twenty second annual (Founders! Day of the College.




Ginling College
November 4, 1937

Dear Rebecca:

Since Dr.Wu has not yet come down from the Sotth Hill Faculty
residence following her after-tiffin rest,I will begin this business tetter
to you and hope that she will be able to add something about the Founders'
Day celebrations in the various centers. We have already received a report
from Wuchang, Shanghai and Chengtu-the latter air mail came through in
just four days,reaching here before any of the other reports. In a confer-
ence this morning Dr.Wu and I decided that it was best to send you another
thousand calendars and to keep only 500 for sale 1n China for we feel
rhat 1s about as many as we can dispose of. The suggestions and plans
are as fcllows-

Todey we are sending an express letter to Kelley and Walsh and asking
them tc immediately make 1000 envelopes having them ready to send on the
Nagasaki Maru which sails on November 13 and which connects with the
'oolddge in Kobe on November 18. The latter arrives in U.S.A. on December
] We ere asking Florence Kirk to get in touch with them in order to deter-
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way of sending them to you.

Y

Our suggestion is that you try to dispose of them in the followlng
1 {mmediately 200 to Mrs.Thurston and Milss calder; 100 tc Miss
00 to Miss Cook; 200 to Smith College; 100 to Kalamazoo; 150
m and 50 to Mrs.Rhead in Michigan and 100 to Mereb Mossman.
re hoping that these people will be able through reguler Church or
college pre-Christmas sales dispose of them. If we keep the 1500 in
Chine we lkmow that we will lose heavily on them which i1s a pity at any time,
hut especially at this time when the college is so hard up financially. You
«11ll remember that this is merely & suggestion and you may have already had
these people in mind for some of your own order. It has just occured to
me that the headquarters of our various cooperating boards might 1like to
have some to dispose of also.

As to the price that you should set on them we are leaving that
$o your judgment. The bare cost of the calendar is 35 cents Chinese currency
and that does not cosér the cost of the envelope or the transportation to
you. It would be well to set the price so that it would cover both of

- _ _
these 1items3.

Since it will be alrsady somewhat late when this letter reaches you
especially when this second shipment of claendars reaches you,Dr.Wu

L
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lought that you might send to these groups from your original shipments
use the later shipment for publicity purpose as she thought that you
ht have that in mind for at least some of yours.

We are keeping 500 for use in China and will probably send them
groups a8 follows asking them to dispose of them at 40cents each-
50 to Mrs.Thomson and Dr.Gale in Kuling; 100 to the Wuchang éroup; 50 to
fongkong alumnae; 50 to Changsha alumnae; 150 to be left in Shanghal for
the group there and we are sending an alr mail letter to Dr.Reeves and Miss
Tappert telling them to send names and addresses to Miss Kirk for foreign
maeiling; and we ars having 100 sent to us in Nenking. With the salary cut
this year our own faculty will not be able %o purchase @as many as usual and
our students will Beel that the cost is rather more than they will want &c¢
pay .

4=

that this suggestion will be acceptable to you and that 1t
too much extra work. Affectionately yours,

\M 14;1/)'-“. M«/




Letter from Minnie Vautrin, Nenking, China, received December 7 937

Please share with Mrs. Thurston Ginling College
and others November 11, 1937

Dear Rebecca:

Yesterday morning I wrote out a resume of the Founders' Day celebrations
in the eight cities where they were held. The subject was worthy of a poet or
philosopher but I fear that I was too cold and pushed for time to do even my poor
best. In the main I copied from the letters that have come to us during the past
week or ten days. All letters are now in and we shall keep them here in our
office instead of sending them on to you. We are not sending a separate copy on
to Mrs. Thurston as we will ask you to share with her. I made ten copies in all
and am sending. one copy to each of the cities which had some form of gathering.

1) c0ld and dreary. ie have not yet put up stoves but are begin-
ning to think of it and plan for it. This winter we shall not use any of the
furnaces, even if we had the money we would not want to do so, for it would not
seem right to us and certainly not to others. We shall move into the south fac-
ing rooms in the Arts Building and by combining offices we think that we can zet

Today is

Ll

along all right.

Tomorrow afternoon Yi-fang, Elsie and I are having an "At Home" for the
ign community--mostly men--and a’ few carefully selected Chinese guests. e
a display of chrysenthemums in the big guest hall in the Central Building.

h that MMrs., Thurston especially could see them for she loved them so.
They are particularly lovely this year for the gardner was most faithful inspite
of all the rumors and evacuations. I am going to call in a photographer and have
, especially of the gardener for I think this is the last year
re him raise them.

W1l8s

some pictures taken
we shatl try to hav

18,

Yi-fang is in her office just now and has the head of the Women's section
of the New Life Movement with her. They are discussing the work of the National
Chinese Women's Organization for War Relief. Since she has written to you re-
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cently she has no special message to be included in this letter.

The situation is becoming tense. The fact that the Japanese troops are
landing at Hangchow Bay and making their way through there puts a new light on
the military situation. It looks as if they are planning a new route to Nanking--
the old one through Quinshan was very well fortified and defended but the new
route not so well. It means a good deal of shifting if the Chinese troops are to
hold them back, Rumors are wild in the city. Yesterday evening at the supper
table Flsie said that she heard there was to be a four days continuous bombing
of the cap ital. Then Mrs. Tsen came out with what she heard a few days previous

but did not want to tell the group. And then finelly I told what my Chinese
W
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teacher had told me--that he hed heard that beginninyg with Friday there was to

be 24 hours of continuous bombing. We r to stop these rumors, and to make
ht of them.

For months now I have had on my mind the writing of a letter to you
future of Ginling but somehow when the present seems so uncertain it
foolish to plan for a future, and yet we know there is one. I will try
it done this week if possible. We are still hoping for % positive results
the Nine Power Conference. Certainly we cannot let a group of military
minded men in Japan cet away with anything so dastardly as they are now darrying
out in China. There are too many sane people in the world for that. Military
night must not conquer. I close this letter with much love to your.

1y

.

coO

Affectionately, Minnie




Letter from Minnie Vautrin, Received in New York }k;\ _
December 7, 1937, Via China Clipper rwia

Ginling College, Nanking,
November 24, 1937

To the Ginling Faculty Members in
Ginling "Potential" Unit in Chengtu
Ginling Unit in Shanghai
Ginling Unit in Wuchang
Ginling=-in-America.

Dear Friends:

Knowing that you will be deeply interested in a telegram which came
yesterday from New York, we want to share it with you. It reads:

"Still standing by. Defeat never oomes unless spirit breaks. Keep
sending material. Using everything. Revised budget here. Our 1love,
prayers, cofidence."

We also know that you are worried about us in Nenking and that you
want to hear about the conditions in Nanking and at Ginling. People in the city
have been moving out by the tens of thousands -- first the officials and the
offioes, then the middle olass and now it has reached down to the poor and they
camnot afford to go nor ocan they afford to stay on when they see everyone else
go. For the last few days we have seen hundreds of rickshas going =-- literally
in every direction, some south and same north. The poor do not know where to
go. It makes one very sad to go on the street now for it is beginning to look
deserted save for the military.

Institutions that opened school in Nanking are having a most difficult
time to decide where to go and how to go. The Seminary opened and had a student
body of almost thirty. Yesterday they decided to suspend classes for they could
not get any transportation to teke them as a group up to Hunan where they
plamed to go. Each student and faculty member must look out for himself. The
University of Nanking Middle School we hear has moved to Kuling but I have not
verified this report recently. The University of Nanking, which had a student
body of about 240 has spent many anxious days discussing what should be done.
They finally decided to move up river, probably to Chengtu if they oan get in
there. The first consigmment of students and women, wives of the faculty mem-
bers, were to have gone this past Monday as far as Kiukiang, but they are still
here, now hoping to go tomorrow. They have packed their most valuable books and
equipment and are going to try to get the things off. Last week they thought
they had a space for 70 boxes on a boat, took them down to Hsia Gwan only to
find that the space was taken by some official arganization and they had to
bring the boxes all back =-- and that is no easy task when it is almost impossible
to get trucks or any kind of conveyance.

As for Ginling, over and over again we have been grateful for the de-
oision which we made that first week in September. It was a difficult decision
to make and when conditions cleared after we made it we felt that perhaps we
were over=-gautious, but now we are inecreasingly thankful to God for His guidance.
If you were here today you would find many people busy packing books. Miss Wu
has selected the most important books from each department and we are packing
them. If we oan get a good opportunity to get them off, we shall do so, if not
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we shall store them in basements for they will be safer if packed, and if later
we wish to send them to you it will be much easier. At least you will know that
the campus is a very busy plaoce.

We are making all kinds of preparation for taking ocare of our ocampus
during the orisis, or shall I say orises, for there will really be four different
kinds of dangers which we must prepare for. First is the actual fighting when
we may be subjected to heavy bombing fram planes and shelling from gunboats and
warships; seeondly, the time of retreat of the Chinese forces which may came
soon or late or not at all. We are praying most earnestly that by some miracle
the fighting will stop soon before all east China is a barren waste. Thirdly,
the time when one force has gone out and the other has not yet come in ~- the
time when lawless people take advantage of the helpless condition of people.
Fourthly, when the Japanese troops enter. We really do not know what the exact
situation will be in any of these stages but we have faith to believe that Gin-
ling will be all right and that we will have opportunity to serve the wamen and
children of the neighborhood in their hour of danger. Just today we have re-
ceived 16 offiocial seals from the American Embassy which we will put up at the
psychological moment; we also are having five flags made which we will put up on
the outskirts of the campus, such as between the men faculty residences and the
two south hill residences, at the Practice School and west hill, and one at the
gate house. Dr. Wu is trying also to get in touch with the Commissioner of
Police and the Garrison Commander in order to. get special letters fram them. Do
not worry about us for our buildings are strong and they are fire proof and we
have two strong basements. Mrs. Tsen has put in enough food for three months so
we shall also not starve. Personally I am not expecting a long siege for I think
the Japanese strategy will be to approach the city from three direoctions, whioh
would make it unsafe for a large army to stay here.

A very good committee with intermational representation has been work-
ing very hard day after day in trying to get through the idea or plan of a
"Safety Zone" for those who cannot evacuate. This has the approval of the
Chinese authorities but must yet get the approval of Japan. It will be a great
blessing if this can be provided for it will save many lives especlally of the
poor. Messrs. Mills, Bates and Smythe and Han Lih-wu are eamong those who have
been working night and day on the projeot.

We are trying our best to persuade Dr. Wu to make preparations to go
up river this week. We want her to go on up to Szechuan first and to investi-
gate possibilities there for Ginling in ocase we cannot come back to Nanking
soon, and certainly the second semester does not look possible now =- unless
there is a miracle soon. She is reluctant to go but I think all of us feel that
she ought not to stay here longer for her leadership is now needed for the Col-
lege in the units outside of Nanking. Personally I would like to see her fly
to Chengtu but I suspect that she would not be willing to do that. She has
worked terrifically hard ever since the end of July and you know that she had no
sumer holiday at all. She bore tremendous responsibility for the National
Women's Association for War Relief. She looks thin and pale and is greatly dis-
couraged by the turn of affairs militarily. Pray for her that she may be given
strength for the tasks that are hers. Difficulties test foundations, whether
they are of sand or solid rock. Our president is solid rock through and through
-- this I have seen as I have watched her work during these long hard weeks.

I send this letter on hurriedly for I know you are anxious for news.
Again let me say do not worry for I feel we are comparatively safe.







Letter from Minnie Vautrin, Received in New York
December 7, 1937, Via China Clipper

Ginling College, Nanking,
November 24, 1937

To the Ginling Faculty Members in
Ginling "Potential" Unit in Chengtu
Ginling Unit in Shanghai
Ginling Unit in Wuchang
Ginling=-in-America.

Dear Friends:

Knowing that you will be deeply interested in a telegram which ocame
yesterday from New York, we want to share it with you. It reads:

"Still standing by. Defeat never ocomes unless spirit breaks. Keep
sending material. Using everything. Revised budget here. Our love,
prayers, cafidence."

We also know that you are worried about us in Nanking and that you
want to hear about the conditions in Nanking and at Ginling. People in the city
have been moving out by the tens of thousands -- first the officials and the
offices, then the middle class and now it has reached down to the poor and they
cannot afford to go nor can they afford to stay on when they see everyone else
go. For the last few days we have seen hundreds of rickshas going =- literally
in every direction, some south and some north. The poor do not know where to
go. It makes one very sad to go on the street now for it is begimning to look
deserted save for the military.

Institutions that opened school in Nanking are having a most difficult
time to decide where to go and how to go. The Seminary opened and had a student
body of almost thirty. Yesterday they decided to suspend classes for they could
not get any transportation to take them as a group up to Hunean where they
plammad to go. Each student and faculty member must look out for himself. The
University of Wanking Middle School we hear has moved to Kuling but I have not
verified this report recently. The University of Nanking, which had a student
body of about 240 has spent many anxious days discussing what should be done.
They finally decided to move up river, probably to Chengtu if they ocan get in
there. The first consigmment of students and women, wives of the faoculty mem-
bers, were to have gone this past Monday as far as Kiukiang, but they are still
here, now hoping to go tomorrow. They have packed their most valuable books and
equipment and are going to try to get the things off. Last week they thought
they had a space for 70 boxes on a boat, took them down to Hsia Gwan only to
find that the space was taken by some official organization and they had to
bring the boxes all back =-- and that is no easy task when it is almost impossible
to get trucks or any kind of conveyance.

As for Ginling, over and over again we have been grateful for the de-
cision which we made that first week in September. It was a difficult decision
to make and when conditions cleared after we made it we felt that perhaps we
were over=-cautious, but now we are increasingly thankful to God for His guidance.
If you were here today you would find many people busy packing books. Miss Wu
has seleoted the most important books from each department and we are packing
them. If we oan get a good opportunity to get them off, we shall do so, if not
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we shall store them in basements for they will be safer if packed, and if later
we wish to send them to you it will be much easier. At least you will know that
the campus is a very busy place.

We are making all kinds of preparation for taking ocare of our campus
during the orisis, or shall I say crises, for there will really be four different
kinds of dangers which we must prepare for. First is the actual fighting when
we may be subjected to heavy bombing from planes end shelling from gunboats and
warships; secondly, the time of retreat of the Chinese forces which may come
soon or late or not at all. We are praying most earnestly that by some miracle
the fighting will stop soon before all east China is a barren waste. Thirdly,
the time when one force has gone out and the other has not yet come in =- the
time when lawless people take advantage of the helpless condition of people.
Fourthly, when the Japanese troops enter. We really do not know what the exact
situation will be in sany of these stages but we have faith to believe that Gin-
ling will be all right and that we will have opportunity to serve the women and
children of the neighborhood in their hour of danger. Just today we have re-
ceived 15 official seals from the American Embassy which we will put up at the
psychological moment; we also are having five flags made which we will put up on
the outskirts of the ocampus, such as between the men faculty residences and the
two south hill residences, at the Practice School and west hill, and one at the
gate house. Dr. Wu is trying also to get in touch with the Commissioner of
Police and the Garrison Commander in order to get special letters fram them. Do
not worry about us for our buildings are strong and they are fire proof and we
have two strong basements. Mrs. Tsen has put in enough food for three months so
we shall also not starve. Personally I am not expecting a long siege for I think
the Japanese strategy will be to approach the eity from three directions, which
would make it unsafe for a large army to stay here.

A very good committee with internmational representation has been work-

ing very hard day after day in trying to get through the idea or plan of a
"Safety Zone" for those who cannot evacuate. This has the approval of the
Chinese authorities but must yet get the approval of Japan. It will be a great
blessing if this can be provided for it will save many lives especially of the
poor. Messrs. Mills, Bates and Smythe end Han Lih-wu are among those who have
been working night and day on the projeot.

We are trying our best to persuade Dr. Wu to make preparations to go
up river this week. We want her to go on up to Szechuan first and to investi-
gate possibilities there for Ginling in ocase we cannot come back to Nanking
soon, and oertainly the second semester does not look possible now =- unless
there is a miracle soon. She is reluctant to go but I think all of us feel that
she ought not to stay here longer for her leadership is now needed for the Col-
lege in the units outside of Nanking. Personally I would like to see her fly
to Chengtu but I suspect that she would not be willing to do that. She has
worked terrifically hard ever since the end of July and you know that she had no
summer holiday at all. She bore tremendous responsibility for the National
Women's Association for War Relief. She looks thin and pale and is greatly dis-
couraged by the turn of affairs militarily. Pray for her that she may be given
strength for the tasks that are hers. Difficulties test foundations, whether
they are of sand or solid rock. Our president is solid rock through and through
-- this I have seen as I have watched her work during these long hard weeks.

I send this letter on hurriedly for I know you are anxious for news.
Again let me say do not worry for I feel we are comparatively safe.




Nanking, China
Dcecember-2, 1937
Received Now York = 12/?1/37

on and Rcbececa:

Foi het this is the last lctter that I shall be able to get to you for
somc wecits. .t is important that I report certain things to you and trust that thoy
ret thoovush Onwonc sonding post officc is now open, thc one in Hsia Gwan, and
that onc 13 roady to move at any time now on to a boat which MNr, Richcy has char-
tered.

Dr. Wu and l'iss Pricst lcft thc college campus ycstorday morning for Hsia Gwan.
They arc still theore as far as we know for the Buttcrficld and Swire boat on which
they arc travelling is still loading cargo. We felt very strongly that she should
go yoesterday for no person can tcll what may happen during the coming days. The
Japenesc gunboats arc cxpectcd within a few days although of coursc no porson knows
exactly when they will break through the barriers. Also we do not know when the
city may have the visit of o large squadron of acroplancs which would treat us as
they trcatced poor Soochow. lirs. Tsen and I were greatly rclieved when she was pere
suadcd to go. The fact that Miss Priost thought it was bost to go oarly helpcd us
out in the mattcr. She will go to Wuchang for a visit, I hope a short onc, and

then probably go on up to Chengtu cnd Chungking to study the situation theres She
is very tircd - exhaustcd both physically and spiritually, it scems to me, and there
is little wonder for shc had no summer holiday and has worked terrifically hard for
the Naotional Womcn's Organization as well as for the college.

An Emergengy Committce of threc will carry the responsibility on the campus =
Mrs. Tsen, Mr. Francis Chen and mysclf. We arc quitc confident that we will weather
tho storm for wc are taking overy preccution that we can think of, and the fact
that we arc only throce makes it muoh casicr to manage things. lirss Tscn as you
knew is an exccllent general in a situntion like this and the two of us get along
very well togcther. Wo arc now only onc tablc of people, cating in the 400 dormi-
tory. Mrs. Tscn, Francis Chen and his assistant lr, ILi, a finc young lad, Miss
lisuch thc day school teachcr, a Miss Wang Shui-djih who is the remaining student
from thc Seminary, Blanchc Wu and mysclf. We still have our recgular scmi-weckly
proycr mectings togethor which have become very vitale Recligion is madc for times
like thosce, Words of Jcsus that had little depth of mcaning before now come to
have realitye I might add that we nrc keeping very little moncy on the coampus and
will leave thc safc open. Yesterday I took our moncy over to the Embassy together
with your wedding silver, Mrs. Thurston and they will take thce things down to the
boat, (A gunboatl) I would not take my own things down to the boat, but I felt
thot I should do so for the property of other people and of the college. Looting
is the thing that pcople fear although therc again I think we arc going to get
through all right, Our two policemen have stid they want to stay with us whon the
Japancse army cnters, - they will simply change their uniforms. Mr, Li is also
drilling six of our own men as a kind of campus policc to hclp koep order in case
of trouble.

About all wc know for thc sccond somcster is that the Shanghai Unit will con-
tinue where it is and that the Wuchang Unit may havo to go farther up the river.
It is very difficult to know what is best when conditions change so rapidly.
Plummer Mills and Edwin Marx focl that we shall have to finally make thc same de-
cision as Ycnching was forced to makes Mrse Tsen I think agrees with them also,s




Yi-fang ot the present time fecls thet sho ecould not comc back to Nanking if the
Jopancso people &re in chargc. Says that she is too unbending and forthright %o

be ablec to stand it - and it would be a torrible strain for her. I personally feel
that wo should make no permancnt decision until we know thc outcome of the present
ecrisis, and that any dceision that wo make for the sceond semoster or for noxt year
should bo morc or less temporary, ond experimental. Wo sce now that our deeision
for the rirst semester was o wiso onc and I bolicve that God will continue to guide
us if we fully trust Him and work in His spirit.

Na cing is a deserted and dofeatcd city already. Practically all shops are
closecd; no banks arc open, but instcnd there are threc cxchange shops wherc o per=-
son can change as much as fivo dollars. As I said therc is but onc scnding post-
officc which is in Hsia Gwan, Wc aro entircly cut off from Shanghai, a letter
which I wish to scnd to Ruth this morning I shall sond by way of Hankow and Canton.
Modame Chiang proscnted us with her vietrola and piano soveral days ago but I doubt
if shc has loft thc city ycte

Tho Intcrnational Committcc’ of which Soarle, Lewis, Plummcr and Georgo Fitch
arc members hove been working like slaves on gotting this Safcty Zonc across. Al=-
though the Japancse have not yet scnt their rcply they arc going ahcad with the idea
and now have four commissions at work on proeparations - Finance, Food, Housing and
Sonitation. The Zone will be marked out with whitc flags very soon, Beforo it was
assurcd oven thus far, lfiss Lo has donc a good deal of ncighborhood calling and shc
thinks that thorce arce about 200 of our ncighbors who will want to comc to us for
shcltor in the time of danger. We alroady have thc Central Building clcancd and omp-
ty so that wc can put pcoplc therc, Last Sunday morc than nincty women and children
came out to our Sunday ting- not for loaves and fishes- but to ask if they could
comc on the campus when conditions in the city are dangerous. The fact that Miss Lo
and I know our ncighbors so well is « tremcndous help in such a situation. The day
school teachcr has becen asked to form her committce of Fu Wu Twan out of her pupils
and several othcr children on the campus. They will help the group of rcfugees to
¥now where to find things, and also help to koep things ordcrlye.

At prescent, Mrs. Tscn is burning all moterials thet wo fecl it is unwisc to have
in our officcs lest thoy bc misunderstood. All the materials left in tho Neighbor-
hood Housc by the organization thot previously occupicd it wo have also burned. At
oloven o'clock thec two of us arc taking papers out of the safc, wrapping thom and
hiding then in safcplaces.

You would both be interested in the daily Pross conforonecs which arc held down
ot thc Sino-British Cultural Building. lMary Twincn concs after Mrs. Tsen and me ond
we quite enjoy being there - although we do not know thot thc men enjoy having us.
The Chinesc men do not mind and if the foreign oncs do they do not indicate it. Many
ncwspaper men comnc, a1so hecads of Missions nnd Businoss organizations. The mayor
.lwvays comcs cnd the garrison commandcr has a representative there and it is an ox-
collont clearing houso for all kinds of problems and  questions.

The curtain will drop at almost any time now, and just what will happen to the
~octors and the scenes we do not know but we hove faith to belicve that in the end
111 will bo wcll,

Love to both of you,

Minnice
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The Twenty Second Annual Founders' Day
Ginling College

'Tis sad when birdlings must needs leave their nest and
Children leave their beloved home.

It was on Qoctober 1llth that your President first mentioned Founders'
Day, but she had probably been thinking of it with sadness long before. On
that same day the date of Octoler 30th was decided upon and letters were sent
at once to the Ginling Units in Wuchang and Shanghai, suggesting that they plan
some simple but meaningful remembrance of the day. During the next ten days air mail
letters were sent to Changsha, Hongkong, Chengtu and Chungking, while ordinary
letters were also sent to groups in Kuling and Hwai Yuen. A deep desire made us
long to get in touch with the group in Tientsin and in Peiping, but second thought
made it seem unwise to write to them lest we in some way might endanger them.
Soon return letters made us know that committees were being appointed and plans
were under way for at least two centers. A request for Ginling songs from one
faculty member made us realize that other groups would be wanting them also, and
such as we could find were sent on at once. It was not until later that Djou
Szi-fu, over in the music bulldin:, found the regular mimeographed bLiooks of col=-
lege son:s,

Puring the last week in October, Dr, Viu tried in vain to write a per-
sonal message to each of the centers where she knew members of the widely scat-
tered Ginling family would be gathering., GShe mentioned it again and again, but
always the pressure of more immediate work would crowd out the letter. I am not
sure but that was the week when she had nine meetings for the National Chinese
fomen's Association for War Pelief. Three of these were with the Executive Com-
mittee of that organization and lasted from eight o'clock in the morning until
noon, and often she was chairman. I mention this to let you know why she did
not write to you. TFinally telegrams were the only means of reaching you.

On Friday afternoon, October 20th, the following one was worded and sent
v ’ » o
off te the groups whom we knew would Le gathering in Changsha and Wuchang:

"Our national strugzgle challenges Ginling family to sctively seek and
sacrificially share the Abundant Life. Romans 8:; 35, 37."

Dr. “u was not quite satisfied with this and must have given much more thought
to it early in the morning of Saturday, for at noon a slightly different one
was sent to Shanghai and Hongkong, for we knew definitely that groups would be
meetin; there either on Saturday or Sunday:

"May the Ginling family he worthy of the Founders and College ideals by
humbly strengthening ourselves and sacrifiocdally sharing in the national
crisis. Romans 8; 35, 37. Alma Mater."

Saturday evening and Sunday our t houghts were often with the members
of our Ginling family, especially at the times when we knew they would be meet-
ing together in remembrance and thanksgiving. The telegram which cam to us on
Saturday from the Wuchang group expressed our thoughts so well that we will
quote 1its

"Dispersed but not dispirited. Through one faith, one hope still one.
Long life to Alma Mater."
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Letters have been coming in during the last week desoribing the celebra-
tions held, telling us the names of students, alummae and faculty who were pres-
ent, ye s and friends of the college too, and helping us to build up a very vivid
impression of the seven Ginling Founders' Day that were held from the east to the
far west, from the north to the south of China. And whose report do you suppose
came in first? You probably could not guess. The Ginling group in Chengtu got
their report to us first, it came in on the morning of November 4th. Who can say
that Chengtu is far away when this can happen? These letters we have shared with
members of the faculty family living on the campus and will continue to share
them, and they have been so interesting that we want the rest of you to know some-
thing of their contents. I will take them up in alphabetical order and give you
the zist, although it would be fine if you could share the entire contents.

CHANGSHA: Sie Wen-sih (1937) writes, "W, did have a very successful Founders' Day.
1 have sent an invitation and a copy of the program along with this letter so
that you can have a better view of them. We had over thirty present but some had
tobe late and others had to leave before the end of the meeting. As a whole the
meeting was very enthusiastic an d lively. The telegram from our Alma Mater and
the college songs which you sent brightened up the rainy afternoon. I am sure
that in our minds we can see the bright sunshine of Ginling. Long Life to 5.C.
our Alma Mater., Other items which were not included in the program were speeches
by Yrs. Leo Tsiang (1929), and Yr. Pong, an alumni of the University of Nanking
now on the faculty of Fuh Siang Girls' School. They all emphasized the work and
spirit of Ginling and offered greetings on the occasion. (I notice that it was
r. Leon Tsiang, husband of %Wu Hsioh-ching (1929) who made the speech instead of
Mrs, Tsian;.) Despite the rainy weather we took a picture of t he group and the
secretary will send it to you later. Mr. Chu, the main speaker, spoke very
frankly and sincerely and we were encouraged to do better by his words. His main
idea is that we should create countless Ginlings all over our country to reform
and rebuild in every way just like the Whangpu Military Academy, which has pro-
duced all the greatest generals and military leaders in China today.

"We want to express our regret in not sending atelegram of greeting. That
was due to our dumbness, because we cannot think of any suitable words to wire
under the special condition. Still our hearts were with Cinling all the time,
which is better than wireless."

The program which was held at the Fuh Siang Girls' School was as follows;

Opening of the Ixercises Fan Cwan (1928) Chairman
Hymn
Prayer Mr. Liu, Clergyman of the Episcopal Church
Talk Miss Loh Zong-nyi (Not able to be present)
College Song Alumnae
Address Mr. King Chu, Head of Bureau of Education
Picture taking
Tea and Ginling Songs

0 Ring OCut Three Cheers

i=]=N~L=I-N=G, Ginling College

We are from Ginling

Tilli-ay

LTINS 1

(GTUs Djang Tsuen-ping (1931) now Mrs. C. C. Chang, wrote a letter to Dr. Wu

tellln; her not only about the celebration of Founders' Day but also told some-
thing of her trip to Chengtu. She went to Chengtu by way of Sian where she
visited a time with Yu Ho-lwan (1933). From Sian she {lew to Chengtu. She is
now living at her brother's home. Soon after her arrival she was greatly rejoiced
to meet Dr. Reeves. Her classmate Cheng En~tsi (1931) is in Chengtu. Hu Dji-djen
(1934) is a 180 there.

At the Founders' Day celebration more than twenty werejbreaont, including
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students, alumnae, faculty, former faculty, and friends of Ginling. They met
together on Saturday evening, October 30th. They worded a telegram for their
Alma Mater, but when they found it was too late to send it that evening they de-
cided to send a message by air mail., They greatly respect Dr, Wu and the fao-
ulty who are staying on with her and the only way they can t hank them is doing
their best to serve in Szechuan. There were six students present including one
who had expected to take the second entrance test at Ginling, three alummae, one
faculty member, Dr. Reeves, and four s tudents from the University of Nanking.
There were eight guests including Mr, and Mrs. B, B, Chapman; Mrs. Chapman was a
member of the first Ginling faculty in 1916. Bishop and Mrs. Ward, Dr. and Mrs,
Chen Wei-ping, the father and mother of Yang Tsing-sing (1928) and Miss Fosnot,
dean of women #n West China Union University, were also present. The program was;:

Toaet M istress Mrs, James K., Shen

Rlessing Miss Fosnot

The Pruner Mrs. Chapman (History of ¢.C.)

Song Ginling Girls (Two Ginling songs)

The Fruit Mrs, Co Co Chang

Song Univerwity of N anking

The Flower Miss Y., J. Chow

A Toast Urs. Ce Te Chen

The Gardener Dr. Reeves

Song
(And you should all see the beautiful hand painted program with the emblem and
motto upon it. Down below the emblem you cal also see Purpde Mountain and one
of the Cinling Buildings.')

CHUNGKING: DJ ang Chiung-ying (1934) wrote for cne group of seven who met with
MIss Tappert at Chungking University. GShe told of its being a very happy ocsasion.
Several in Chungking could not be present such as Mrs. Franklin Ho (Yu Shwen-dji,

a former librarian of the college). Ho Wu~hsia(1934) was able to be present and
expressed her great delight in ¢ eing with a Ginling group again. She is the prin-
cipal of a school of 600 elementary pupils. Her little daughter went with her to
the meeting and in wee voice repeated after her mother "Long Life to Ginling."
“hiung-ying told of the fine work that the women of Chungking are doing for soldiers.
They have already sent 1340 garments down to the Y,%W. in Hankow for this purpose
and are now working on 2000 more, She is the secretary of the Y.W.C.A, in Chung-
king. We hope they will continue their ¢.,C. meetings.

HONGKONG: Ong Hwei-lan (1935) wrote of the meeting which they held on Sunday after-
noon at the St. Paul's Girls' College. Ten were present at the meeting, eight
alumnae and two new faculty. Those of our alumnae who were teaching at True Light
in Canton are now in Hongkong since the school has moved there.

They received the Ginling telegram, read it at the meeting and were greatly
affected by it., They are encouraged by the unselfish and enthusiastic service of
Dr. Wu in this time of National emergency. They spent most of their time together
in trying to think out ways in which Cinling alumnae can best serve China at this
time. They decided to have a regular meeting each month and expect to put a
noti:e in the paper to see if they can get in touch with more of the alummae who
are in Hongkony at this time. The Hongkong group sent their greetings to all
faculty and alumnae.,

SHANGHAI: Ma Dzun (1935) wrote in behalf of the group there. Their gathering was
held at 3 p.m. on Sunday afternoon, Ooctober 3lst, out at the MeTyiere Girls'
Schooland after the formal exercises theywere guests for tea of the McTylere
Alumae group. No group met under the diffioulties which faced this group. Mae
dzun says that although there was a light rain falling, yet the bombing and shoot-
ing were very clear. They ocould hear the aeroplanes circling above their heads
during the prayer and the hymms, and the anti-aireraft guns and machine guns

5 14
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seemed to be shotting gust above their heads. Perhaps it was this element of
very real danger that made the service seem so impressive to her. It did affect
the attendance and only four students were permitted by their parents to be
present., However there were 20 guests and 235 alumae and faculty who braved the
danger for the sake of that fellowship. Their religious program looks almost
like our regular one at Ginling. It was as follows:

Prelude

Hymn 279

Responsive Reading Leader Miss Chester

Prayer Dr. Ce L. Hsla

Announcements Mrs., We S. New

Anthen Ginling College Glee Club Members

Address Rishop W. P. Roberts

Founders' Day Song

Message from Dr., Wu Mrs. Ve Se New

Hymn 274

Bgnediction
#c have heard since that ¥iss Chester had to sing the anthem alone and that Mrs.
New was called upon to play the Founders' Day hymn which she had not done for
alnost twenty years. Ma Dzun sald that the fact that a group could meet in a
time like that and remember the founding of the ocollege was a never to be for-
gotten experience. They received the telegram sent to them and understood and
appreciated the teaching &n it. It was as if Dr. ¥u were present with them.

WUCHANG: A number of very interesting letters have come from Wuchang describing
thelr celebration, all of which have been most interesting. They receive the
prize for the largest attendance, a total of 68. There were 27 alumnae, all the
classes from 1925 to 1937 having one or more representatives with the exceptiomn
of four. Thirty students were present and eight faculty besides those in the
alumnae group. And there was one som-in-law, the husband of Wang Hung-dju (1935).
They had their gathering out at St. Hilda's at 11 o'clock on Sunday morning. The
weather was perfect--the sky being overcast and & fine rain was falling. At
11 a.m, they had a religious service in the lovely 8t. Hilda's chapel, which was
led by Miss Spicer. GShe spoke with regard to relationship with Ginling and re-
lationship with God. After the service they had dinner together, being the guests
of the Wuhan alumnee. Theywent into the dining room by classes, Miss Liu En-lan
(1925) leading. After the meal they enjoyed the following program:
"Birds Have Nests"

The Hsi Chioh speaks Dr. Chang Siao-sung, Teast Mistress

Hark to the Birds Singing

Birds in Flight Hsia Dji-yung

Chatter from the Birdlings

Pirds of a Feather Flock Together Liu Chung-sin (1929)

chatter from the Birds that Have Flowam

7hen Swallows Homeward Fly Liu En-lan (1925)

Orchestra; Nanking to Wuhan; College Songs

Yessages from Carrier Pigeons

The room was decorated with banners hastily made. They sald that white words
nasted on purple cloth looks very dignified and as grand as a real banner. Some
of the classes brought their class banners. The alumnae sang better than in
former years--one alumna said, and if it had not been for a mistake made at the
end it would have been a perfect performance. They appreciated the message from
3inling very much. They were homesick for Ginling but they do not like to ex~-
press it plainly for fear that Wuhan may feel that they do not like it there.
Anyhow the celebration was g great success. Shanghal sent them a greeting whiech
they also appreciated greatly. Thetr song may be of interest to all, in fact I
am sure that it will be so it is being enclosed;
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l. When a bird doth meet a bird
A'coming from Ginling
Then a bird doth greet a btrd,
Ané they begin to sing--
"How we love our Alma Mater,
Her we hold most dear,
When far we roam, she 1s our home,
Though parted from her here.

Nanking birds greet Wuhan birds
A'coming from Ginling

Thankful heartw and gratitude

To sisters here we bring;

Fuchang sisters with their misters,
Our sad hearts have blest

Their help and kindness to us all
Have cheered our orowded nest.

Chorus: May the bond which has begun
Grow every year more strong
We'll not forget nmor e'er regret
Our sisters in Wuchang.

N ANKING; On Saturday afternoon, October 30th, at o o'clock the loocal alummnae
had & meeting in the faculty dining room in the Central Puilding. Naturally
their discussion centered on what Ginling alumnae can do in the present orisis
in order to serve their nation most effectively. At six o'clock, or a little
after, 36 of us sat down to a very simple supper served in the south half of
the large gueet hall., There were 12 alumnae, 7 being from off campus, and there
were four alumnae husbands at the supper and two joined us later. The thing
that made our gzathering different from any other Founders' Day banquet was that
there was not a single student present--not one, and how lonely it seemed with-
out them. We had no class songs either. It also seemed strange to see that
there were as many men present as women., After the supper we went to the notrth
half of the krge room and there we zathered in a circle and has a simple pro=-
gram which at times made us very sad and at other times made us laugh. The
program was
Ginling Facing the Present Crisis President Wu
Ginling Facing Crises in the Past Miss Vautrin
A Message of Courage and Faith for the Future Rev. John Magee
Let us not Forget to Laughs Reminisocences.
An Experience of Student Days Chen Djuh-gun, 1923
An Absent Minded Professor Wu DzingOhsien, 1923
Difficulties of Getting a Wife from the Ginling Faculty
Dr., Rates
Difficulties of Getting a Wife from the Student Body
Volunteers
Ginling Song
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GINLING COLLEGE
TANKING,CEINA

A letter from Miss Vautrin written Thursday morning Qecember 9th,
1937 in Nanking. The envelope is stamped "American Embassy,

“Wankow, January 31, 1938"; "Honolulu, February 16", It was re-
ceived in New York February 21, 1938 via cir mail,

Although the post office will no longcer reccive letters I have heard of a
jerson at the lMetropolitan Hotel who is trying to get up to Hankow and I will see if
, will take these letters out, for I know that you are 11 anxious to hear from us
s long as it is possible.
Yesterday we could hear occasional gun or cannon shots at a distance, but
this morning it seems much nearer. To "irs. Tsen :nd me it secems to the gsouthwest of
city. We nlso know that the Japanese army is no very far to the east of the city
well. I am still hoping that if the Japanese army approaches from two sides cand
if the gunboats come up the river - they have not yet gotten past the barrier down
\t Giangyin - that the Chinese army will rctreat rather than to make a stand here and
run the risk of sacrificing a large group of men by having %11 means of excape cut off.
have a number of air raids each day now but only the urgent warning is given for
therc is no chance to give the first warning since the planes are upon us too quickly.
There has as yet been no combing of the city by planes as was dore in Soochow nd we
are hoping that we will not have to go through such an ordeal of destruction.

The International Committee for the Safety Zone has been working like
galley slaves on trying to put the safety zone into effect. Yesterday the flags were
put up - the red cross in the red circle. This zone is now crowded with people., Most
pitiful stories were told us yesterday by people living necar the south gate, the Con-
fucian Temple district and the East Gate district, who were forced to leave their
homes on a few hours notice. I imagine the police had to be ruthless or the people
would not have left their homes. Many of the houses in the above regions have been
burned because they interfered with military plans. The Committee has had a very,
very difficult time in getting the orders of the higher military officers to penetrate
down to the lower officers nnd as o result fortifications continually are placed with-
in the safety area and shelters are still being built in the region although to be
really a safety zone all of these will have to be removed, even to military hospitals.

Ever since Dr. Wu left those of us on the campus, including the servants,
have been working like Trojans getting ready for the refug.es. Yesterday we completed
preparing the dormitories. All the furniture has been moved to the big attics - one
value of big attics thut we did not think of before - ~nd the rooms have bcen thor-
oughly cleanedy In the four regul.r college dormitories we will ‘house 1320 refugees,
putting nine in a room. In th Central Building we can housec 436 and in the Arts
Building 550. In thc Science Building 266 and in the Practice School 180. e are
not plarning at the present time, at least to put them in the South Hill Residence,
Eva Spicer's house, the Library or "usic¢ Buildings. The Neighborhood House is al=-
ready full to overflowing with families. On the main campus we are expecting to take
only women and children, the boys being not over twelve., The total that we have fig-
ured on taking is 2750, That secms a good many to you but the commi tte ; to
takc in about ten thousand. There will be o soup kitchen managed by the Red Cross on
the vacant land just to the northwest of our gate.

Last night we took in a few and this morning they are coming ine. Our organ-

ization is well planned so that “Irs, Tsen and I do not need to bc on the Job all of
the time but can be free to mcet special problems. Six servants have been organized
into o guard and have special arm bands. They hclp at the gate and also direct people
to thc right building. We have prepared a specinl plan of the campus showing the
number of persons who can be nssigned to each room- nllowing 16 square feet per per-
son, including children. Ve have also preparcd cards and as each group comes in it

nssigned and given a stamped card., Tir. Ii does the formcr and Mr, Hsia writes th

rd. Mr. Chen is outside of the gatc with Yang Szi-fu trying to get them into fami-
lies nd explain to them. At the buildings - ~nd we only open one at o time, is Miss




DEC 9

n

teacher with a group of her pupils and also some of the older
the campus, and they escort them up to the room to whish they have
youngsters have specinl arm bands and have a special room where
feel quite important, "Big Wang" is living down at Fast Court
en are helping, and also Mrs. Tsen's second grandson who is in=-
certainly will make a fine business manager someday. s I write the
es ere carrying on a vigorous raid in the south section of the city., Miss
student in the seminary and Miss Lo are btoth living dcwn at the Practice
giving us great help, Mr. Wang goes to the offiece of th International Co
everyday and helps them there, You can see thut we are a busy, useful family

campus, even if we are not joyful or carefree,

~

day at six o'cloock, Mrs, Tsen and I have Pe attending Fress (Confer-

14 down at the headquarters nf the S Eritish Cultural 3ocilety.

rome for us each time and taken us in he ' After the meeting she

us for supper. Although none of the men ha told us that we wers

5, yet they have nct told us we were unwelcome and so we erntinue to
tn get in touch with reople of imrortante and to keep up

»ienlly of the Safety Zone,

I time I go nut on the strest that I seldem go out now,
but a sh . sad and dejected shadow - of what it was a year ago, when

. = ; con R i
s> much enthusiasm and progress, The roads are in territle condition, o:

The houses in this area are fast fillin but the the city is deserted.

o~
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destrucstion there has teen down in the south city I ¢ > kn ke Pres

1ty
every effort has been made t7 persuade th=s milita

I

struction in the city as pnssible - for after

porulation who will continue to live herc when
ised not tn £« W "scorched earth" rolicy

not the rromise

1

Fortunately for the poor, th

time we have sunshine which
would be most pitiful,
A letter came from the American Embassy
"Simultanecusly with the departure of other
wining officers of the American Emkassy will
ish temyrorary offices i
turn te the prremises
resumed by the Pmkassy at
i7ed +that the Hsla Gwan f")’xfr' } \
sent anchorage to one of San Chi ) The Fmbassy is attempting

: : ) . -
yrts with the authorities (eep open 3, Naval Cl

Bund (32814) nnd to the Asiatic Petroleum ( 1y Installation San Chia Ho
4. Ropes 1ssistance in evacuating ove ‘ ity walls are being given
1;5:?)(}:/ f M.S Bates, et [ g1 \

with

front gate nnd see wha 1e condi
good rews and that the chunces are very large
safely, I am sure that you are dally prayling
understandirg. I am
tut tlrere has

-~ t i 4 3
spirit of
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December 20, 1937

Te Members of the
Board of Founders and
Relatives of Staff

Dear Friends:

The following telegrem has just come to us from
Washingtons—

"TELEGRAM FROM AMERICAN AMBASSADOR HANKCW DECEMBER 16
TRANSMITS FOLLONING MESSAGE FOR YOU FROM ELSIE M, PRIEST
UNIVERSITY OF NANKING HANKOW, QUOTE IVA HYNDS, GRACE

BAUER, SEARLE BATES, LEWIS SMYTHE, CHARLES RIGGS, CLIFFORD

TRIMMER, ROBERT WILSON OF UNIVERSITY STAFF AND MINNIE

VAUTRIN OF GINLING STAFF ARE SAFE IN NANKING., - NOTIFY
FAMILIES. NO REPCRT YET REGARDING PROPERTY, HILDA
ANDERSON, OLIVER CALDWELL, FETER BANNON, EISIE PRIEST IN
HANKOK, CLAUDE THOMSON, RICHARD BRADY IN KULING, LOSSING
BUCK IN HONG KONG, MAJORITY STAFF ENROUTE TO CHENGTU
REMAINDER LEAVE IN TEN DAYS UNQUOTE

CORDELL HULL SECY STATE"

Very sincerely yours,

oA it

BAG:MP Secretary
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GINLING COLLEGE
Nanking,China

Letters from Miss Minnie Vautrin of Ginling College. Miss
Vautrin has been in charge of the Gin}ing College campus and

its thousands of refugees since the fall of Nanking on December
13th, 1938, These letters were\:iztten on January 10th and 1lth,
1938 and received in New York Fébruary 18, 1938,

Monday, January 10, 1938, Nanking, China.

There is another chance to send mail to Shanghai this afternoon if I take
it over to the American Embassy before 4 o'clock,

All is well on the Ginling campus today. As I write here in the office I
can see groups of refugees scattered out on the campus taking advantage of the sun-
shine and warmth. Within the building there is the low hum of voices from the many
refugses. As I said in a previous letter we feel almost deserted for we do not think
that we have more than five thousand people left on the campus. Last night after our
rrayer service, Mrs, Tsen and Miss Wang counted those in the Science Building and
cound there were still 937 there - and in that building we have opened only six rooms
innluding the attic. I really think that we have almost seven thousand with us but
but one does not like to exaggerate, We have had about 18 births and more than 10
deaths. A child of 8 died of diphtheria this morning as Mrs, Tsen was having him
taken to the University of Nanking Hospital.

If you came into my office and sniffed the air you would find it full of
cigarette smoke for four military police have -just come to call on me, They were un-
usually friendly and through the means of Chinese characters and with Mr, Hsia's help
we carried on quite a conversation. The head told me that he is a small official
near Tokyo. He showed me the picture of his wife and baby and wanted ‘my picture to
send to her - I gave him a small picture. While Mary Twinem was keeping my office
this morning another group called - they were the higher officials. I was out at the
time - went to Ninghai Road to see if I could get some rice for our staff for Mrs,
Tsen's supply is growing small and we do not know what the months ahead hold in store
for us,

You will rejoice with us over the news that there are nine foreign official
representatives in the city - 3 Americans came first, and then 3 British, and today
2 Germans. All are most welcome to us as you can well imagine. While our difficulties
on the Ginling campus have been legion, yet they have never been as difficult as at the
University of Nanking, for they have taken in families and the men have been much
harder to handle. Mrs. Tsen has been wonderful through it all and most brave in spite
of her sadness., My personal teacher of Chinese has been splendid too and appreciates
greatly the fact that he was permitted to live here - but certainly the appreciation
has been mutual. He comes regularly to our prayer group which we now have every day
and which has meant so much to all of us, It seems to me that the difficulties through
which we have been have somehow made us understand God as we never could in times of
peace and plenty. It was George Fox who said that "The light that shows us our faults
is also the light that heals." I think that is also true of pain and tribulation.

Speaking of business transactions, I think I have already forwarded to you
seven or eight installments of materials beginning with the first shipment of last
Aagust. I am wondering if it is safe for mw—to prepare another installment for you,
and after it is prepared will it be safe to forward it to you? I am in no position to
make a decision with regard to it and covet your opinion in the matter, I wonder how

could get it to my consumers in America and elsewhere. (Refers to a diary. Ed.)

This morning at Nanghai (office of International Committee), I discussed the
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juestion of when we can urge the refugees to go to their homes. It is not wise yet
even in the Safety Zone, although conditions are very much more peaceful. They said
that they were petitioning that section of the city to the south of us, that would
mean west of Mo Tsou Lu and including Ming Deh compound, be made clear of soldiers
first. If that can be done, then people can return there first as there was much less
destruction theres than in other parts of the city. Of course there will be the great
problem of those whosc homes have been barned and of those whose menfolk have been
killed and have no means of support. Those problems we will have to work out gradu-
ally and I hope that we can do it constructively,

Do remember me most lovingly to Mrs, New and tell her that I wish she were
help us, but of course I know that you could not spare her from the work in
know your plans for the second semester, Also remember me

vrs, Chen of the Physical Education Department), end her mother.

has had so many difficulties in health since she left Nanking.
> th know she was glad when Yu-Hwa, (Mr, Chen) and Mary (her sister-in-

Nankiag but if I have wished for them once I have wished for them a score
‘nd do remember me to all other Ginlingers when you see them, Tell them

.2d o thousand times that I remainsd here for it has been so abundantly

mternational Committee members have done valiant work. ney will nct
tle down to ordinary living later - if that time of peace ever comes.
; a Germen has been at the head of the committee has been a very wise
i how they have all worked - day and night for a time.

Tuesday, Jamuary 11,1938, Nanking, China.

What o feast we had last night when your big fat envelope was delivered to
ntaining a letter from each of you, from Yi-fang, (Dr. Wu), Mrs, Rhead and Abigail,
“lorence's letter to Rebecea., If we had indigention in the night it was because
.te supper in such a hurry that we could get at the letters. After supper we
ed around the round table in the 400 living-room. (The furniture from the
7aculty Dining-Room in the Central Building was moved over to the 400 living-room
vhen we were clearing out that building for refugees, sand that accounts for the round
tnble,. We read and read, There were Mrs. Tsen, Mr. Chen, Mr, Li, Mary Twinem, the
day school teacher, Miss Lo, and Miss Wang, 2 student from the seminary, in my audi-
ence. There was so much of news in the letters that we now feel quite up to date on
Ginling affairs and have had our dozens and dozens of questions answered., After I
went down to my room at the Practice 5chool I again read the letters for I have been
sching for news of all of you. That is the second letter I have had now from Ruth
‘hester and Florence Kirk, and they eame in on two successive days.
12 tjis morning Mr. Chen and I were in a meeting down at the
h « International Committee of the Safety Zone. It is the first
e ing that has been held of the heads of the Refugee Camps. I believe there are
chout 20 places where refugees are housed, and at the meeting this morning there were
re than thirty present., Herr Rabe, the Chairman of the Committee, made a speech of
.ome and then he left tc go to his own work. George Fitch then made a speech of
:ome and appreciation, and the rest of the time was spent in discussion of problems
he camp - which I can assure you are legion, perhaps ours at Ginling being the
'+ difficult for we have only women and children, FPoor Searle Bates has had such

4-

icult ones, and of every description.

Cur guard of five military police at the gate are proving more successful
r-.n we had dared hope. Unfortunately, the guard 1is changed every day so that each
evening Mr. Wang and Mary Twinen -nd I have to go down to the gate and as tactfully
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as we know how we try to let the men knew that we will be responsible for erder and
yeace on the inside of the camp if they will patrol Hankow and Ninghal Rcad for us,
%bose awful days and nights when we were in great fear for the safety of the ycung
women in our charge are beginning to grow dim in our memnries now - even that unfor-
getable night of December 17th when 12 women were taken from our camp. As scon as I
can I shall write "A Review of the First Mcnth" and will let you know something of
the experiences that I cannot write at this time,

Will you please tell Alice Merris that her chest of drawers was lonted,
It was down in the Chinese dining=-rocm and that if she wishes to put in a claim for
the things that were in it she is free tn do s», The other day a representative from
the Pmbassy came over and asked me if we wished to file a «claim fer college and in-
Gividual losses, The college has lost so little that I said that we would not present
iaim for I do rot think it would bte much over $200,0C mainly to ccver the doors

]

have been smashed, Chang Sian-sung's, Dr, Wu Yi-fang's and Chen Pin-dji's chests

ilrawers were all 1nnted many times but course the Japanese are not interested in
¢.ing gocd such losses. Neither coculd I fi claim for the losses over in Mr,

-

itac's house or Chen Er-cheng's house,

l~ ¢

I think that I have nct told you that Wei was taken on Decemter 1l4th and
1id not return until December 28th., He is just now ir. ~ondition to do light work.
Dhang Szi-fu's son, who was caretaker over in Mr, Mias's house, was taken on December
1fth and has never returned and I feel he was none »f the hundreds of young men who
were cruelly and ruathlessly shot or bayonetfed during those first days. have made
several efforts to get the becy but have failed. The father is heartbroken abtout it.

L 4

Do tell Liu ¥n-lan, and Wang Ming-djen and Dzun-mel and Miss
members of the faculty. Fd,), how glad I am that they are in Sharnghai, It is very

comforting to krow that you may be atle to start a real freskman class down there the

4
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second semester, and that your faculty has grown., It is good %to learr. that you may
have a hestel toc, I shall te anxinue to hear abnut the rlans fer the grcup that go
to Chengtu, Keep me informed ~f any news that you get frcm them for I think that we
shall be entirely cut off from them for a long time., We know practically mnothing of
what is going on in the world outside.

An industriel schocl of some kind for the many women only support has
been taken from them is needed. We will need t» teash such women to do something that
will enable them to support their children, One sad woman who walked by my side re-

ently said that she is left with five small children with no means of sugport what-
ever. And there are many such. I leong
As for the Middle School, th Wu's suggesticn came, Mrs. Tsen and I were won-

for Miriam Null and Joy Omith and Ftha Nagler.

dering if it would be safe t y tec encourage the starting of a primary schosl, Just

now the middle schnol for girl: >Ss rict seem at all possible bt we cannot foresce the
I b ]

future these days.

summary of a letter written by
1 at+4

€

er was received in Ghanghai
New York February 18, 1638,

n the evening of the fourteenth came arother letter from Minnie written
the 7th. She had gnhtten a batch of mail from us written on the 19th of December
50 no longer felt cut »ff from the world. Their peak of 10,000 refugees on the campus
had decreased to 5,000 in the six buildings. At the highest point, refugees were pack-
like sardines along the covered ways and in the porckes. When she wrote, - the 7Tth-
said it was the last day of registraticn for all men and women, "During these
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days of registration we have been able to serve rice only once a dqy but beginning
tomorrow we shall serve it twice as formerly." Her rather ambiguous mentioning of
the Chinese dining room meant, it seems, that there was frequent looting from the
w ardrobes and other containers packed in that room. &he said that room "was as
nectar to bees. The four chests of drawers there... were most fascinating. Ir 1
found the bees there once I found them fifteen times."

Cable received from Miss Vautrin February 19th, 1938
Sent from Nanking February 18th by courtesy of the U.S,
Embassy.

All going well on campus no cause for worry. Numbers
diminished to approximately three thousand young
refugees. AppreciatexStella's offer but strongly
urge completion of regular furlough. Her early re-
turn to Nanking unnecessary and probably impossible.

(* Stella refers to Miss Graves of the Music Department , who offered
besause of her knowledge of the Japanese language, to return at once to help with
language problems, )




