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Room 916, 156 Fifth .venme,
Hew York City, New York,

APTril 26, 1919,

Mrs, anna X, Atwater,
College of Missions Building,
Indianapolis, Indiana,

Dear Mrs, atwater:-

I am exceedingly sorry that you were not able
to be & the Gianling meeting the week tefore last, Jjust as I
regretted not deing able tn attead the meeting at Yonkers. How
convenient it would be tn be able to Le & least in two places st
the same time.

at that meeting we saw Mr. Murphy, the architeot, who is Jjust
back from Nanking. He brought propcsed plans which are somewhat
differen#s from the omes in the booklet that have been approved by

the Paculty and Comnittee in China, and which we also liked very much,

Miss Goucher was prosemt at the meeting, and said that she
had had a talk with Mi Yantrin thut led her t~ Lelieve that one
more appeal,put in a little difTeremt form and emphasising the
faot that the Faculty and Board of Comtrol in China, and Gialing
Committee in .merica were uwnanimous in wrging her to go to take
Mrs. Thurston's place during her absence and to eomtimue om the
Faculty, would win her over; so Miss Goucher was oommissioned to
have another talk with her, with the 'result that Miss Vautrin has
congented to go for this year at any rate, We are very happy over
this, and I am writing to inform you and ask if we need to presext
another formil request to your Board, or whether this letter of mine
is suffioclent? I feel that it will stremgthem the work im this
country and on the fileld to have a member of your Board om the
Faoulty. Mrs. Thurston is expected home on furlough during the
summer, and I should think the most satisfactory arrangement in
regard to Miss Abbrtt would be to have a talk with her. I doubt
Af there is time to write bLefore she sails, dut I will if that is
poesidle,

3incerely yours,

Miss Hodge was obliged to leave the
office before this letter was typed,
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PRESIDENT
A. MCLEAN
. SECRETARIES
. M. RAINS FOREIGN CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY
STEPHEN J, COREY
A E CORY
BERT WILSON
C, M. YOCUM P
LAYMEN'S SECRETARY » CABLE ADDRESS, GO
R A DOAN X
TREASURER
C. W. PLOPPER

BOX 884

CINCINNATI, OHIO

July lst, 1919,

Miss Blisabeth R, Bender,
Room 715,

150 Fifth Ave.,

New York Oity, .Y,

My dear Miss Bender;-

We are just in receipt of a letter from Mre. Atwater
of the Ohristian Woman's Board of Missions, asking that we
write you in regard to.loaning Miss Vautrim te £i11 the place
of Mrs, Thurston during her furlough next year. I think you
know that we have been walting for several iaaru for a young
lady to begin the girls' school work at Nantungehow, Our
Mission in China gelected Miss Vautrin for this place, and
has been planning that she should begin this work upen her
return this fall, It is our settled policy to leave the as-

ionaries to our Mission on the field, Ve
adhered to this practice., Your request, of
course, is a little out of the ordinary, but we do not feel
it ie one upon which we should take astion here.

We will be quite frank in saying, however, that if
1t were left to us we would feel that because of the many

disappointments and delays with reference to workers for Nan-
tungchow, we ought pot to call Miss Vauirin away from that
work., We have & terribly depleted foree throughoeut our
stations in China just now, and our feeling that she ocould not
be spared is in no sense dne to & lack of interest in Ginling

College.

Sincerely your v £ A S

International Convention, Cincinnati, October 13-20
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July 8th, 1919.

Mise Minnie Vautrin,
Secor, Ill.

My dear liiss Vautrin:

A few days ago I received a letter
from Mrs. Atwater saying that the Board felt they
could not release you for work in @Ginling, and this
morning a letter pringing the same word has been
received from Mr. Doan.

A week or ten days ago a eablegram was
received from Ginling asking if they could expeot yom
for work in the fall. It was just after Mrs. Atwater's
letter had been received, and we were compelled to eable
them the disappointing news.

Bo one hae been found as yet to take the
Department of Rducation, nor has anyone been secured to
ge to Ginling this summer. We have a number of lines out
and hope that even at this late date we will be able %o
appoint one or more candidates. :

Even though we are greatly disappointed,
we are not inclined to criticise your Board or feel
dissatisfied with their decision, for we realise that
their firet responsibility is to the work of their Board
and that they have a perfect right to hold on teo you. -
Your Board appreciates your value very highly and it is
net at all eurprieing that they are unwilling to release
you.

I am glad to have had the opportunity of
knowing you, shall always think of you with pleasure, and
wish you the best things in your work in China.

Sincerely yours,




July ®th, 1919.

Mr. R. A. Doan,
College of Missions Building,
Indianapolis, Ind.

My dear lr. Doan:

I am in receipt of your letter of July lset
conveying the official information that your Board does
not foel that lMiss Vautrin should be released for work
in Ginling for a year. It is, of course, & Vexry great
disappointment to our Committee and will be a greater
one tc the College, but under the circumstances we
regognize vour right tc judge vhat will hest pronmote
the work 4in China., Many of us are greatly handieapped
frori lack of workers. Thie doubtless is true in your
case, making you feel that you cannot afford to releoase

U
¢

one of vour beat and experienced workers.

The deep interect which your Voman's Board
has alweys taken in Ginling ard their readiness %o
cooperate in all that promotes the good of the College,
has been a great satisfasction and help to us. On behalf
of the Committee I wigh to exprees my eppreciationgof the
splendid work of your women and to say that we hop 41t
will not be long before they have a representative on
the Colliege staff.

Sincerely yours,

\
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FOREIGN CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY

BOX 884

CINCINNATI, OHIO

CABLE ADDRESS, GO

July 16th, 1919,

Mies Elizabeth R. Bender,
150 Fifth Avenue,
New York, N.Ye

My dear Miss Bender :-

Your letter of the 8th
addressed to me at Indianapolis by mistake,
has just been received, We &re glad that
you appreciate our position with reference to
Miss Vautrin, Our scarcity of workers in
China may not be any more acute than that of
other Missions, but it does seem that we have
been deprived of an unusual number during the
pas8t year, and we are finding it next to im-
possible to fill vacancies,

instant,

We appreciate your commendation of
the Christian Woman's Board of Missions in
their readiness to co-opnerate in all that
nromotes the good of Ginling College. The
women at the head of this organization
constitute an exceptionally fine group, and
the co-oneration of our own Board with them
is a constant satisfaction,

We are deeply interested in the work
of Ginling College, and we hope if there
should be occasion for you to call upon us
again, we may be in better shape to help,

Jincerely your 'Q\L ¢ A
) F(’ N (/\/5(/
/&/ \J

. "
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Cincinnati, October

13-20
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Extract,

My dear JMiss Fodge:=

I am sure yov will be disappointed to
know that I have no definite results to report as the result
of my work thase two weaks, Parhaps I need make no explsnapion
as 1 think the enclosed papers will be self-explanatory.
confess I 4o nof know wvhich way to turn naxt,

I wish iiiss Crabiree were nvailable and satisfaotory for she
would meet two needs,= that of the rerresentative of the
Christisn DRosrd and of somoaone to take charge of the Thysical
Jducation Department,.

HMige Mead was very onthusiastic about iiss Swann and made an
opportunity for me to meet her, T am not sure whether it
would be wise to send her to take charge of the "hysiecal
Tdusation whoan she is not cualifiei as a teacher, but T think
Mrs. Thurston should decide this, and T am trying to arrange
for them to meet.

I hope 2he will also he e£hle to meet iise Taura Chessel, for
it may bs that she i the right one for the Derartment of
Rduecation,

H&H, 3§&§§;q‘inna not quite agr=ae with her Board in their plans
or her work after har return to China, for she feels there is
a woman in China who ¢ould Go that work as well ea she. She
adde, "If then you find no suitable person for Ginling, send
word to the P.C.M.3. amking that I be given an opportunity to
axpress my choice hatween work in Nantungehow and Ginling,
You understand that thie letter i¢ private, but is a safeguard
againset an undesiradble situation in Ginling," 2o you will see
that wve have a lingering hope here. T think we ghould have a
conference with Mra. Thurston on this point before acting,

3incerel y vours,

(2igned) PRlizabeth R. Bender,




GINLING COLLEGE COMMITTEE

GINLING COLLEGE
NANKING, CHINA

RoBERT E. SPEER } Board of Trustees,
FRANK MASON NORTH University of Naaking

Mrs. HENRY W. PEABODY
Woman’s Americsa Baptist
Foreign Mission Society

MRsS. ANNA R. ATWATER
Christian Woman’s Board of Missions

Miss ELIZABETH R. BENDER
Woman’s Foreiga Missionary Soc
ethodist Bpiscopal urch

Miss MABEL K. HOWELL
Board of Missions
Methodist Bpiscopal Church, South

Miss MARGARET E. HODGE
Board of Foreign Missions
Presbyterian Church in the U. 8. A.

Miss ELIZABETH DEERING HANSCOM
Advisory Member
Associstion for Christian Work, Smith College
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[y dear Miss Hodge:-

OFFICERS OF THE COMMITTEE

ROBERT E. SPEER, CHAIRMAN
186 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK, N. Y.

Miss ELIZABETH R. BENDER, SECRETARY
180 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK, N. Y.

RUSSELL CARTER, TREASURER
186 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK, N. Y.

PRESIDENT OF THE COLLEGE

MRS. LAWRENCE THURSTON
NANKING, CHINA

September 4, 1919.

I have just had a letter from Dr. McLean,of the

Foreign Christian Missionary Society, referring to Miss Vautrin.

I will quote:

"phig office has rece ived a cablegram from China
ab out _Mj;}sﬂ_ Vautrin sod. Gioldige The ceblegram is not

clear. ~“here are two words in it that

are not in the

code. We have been trying for several days to get the
message repeated, but thus far have not succeeded. But
we feel sure our Mission in China has voted that Miss

Vautrin should go to Ginling for one year.

The cable-

gram asked us to inform you of this, and to inform
Mies Vsutrin also, as we are doing. Miss Vautrin sails
from Vancouver on the Monteagle of the Canadian Pacific

Line on the 15th."

While Dr. McLean does not say that this

me ssage

decides the matter of the transfer of Miss Vautrin to Ginling,

o you not feel that such is the inference®

I think Miss Vautrin

quite willing, under the circumstances, to help for a year and

7t s

I hope that such is the

of the message. 1 am sending

the information to Mrs. Thurston who will be glad to have it.

I reached the city thie morning and find plenty of work

¢ 17, ~ P, ~ 1 4 4 1 .
to take my attention. I hope that you are having real rest in

spite of responsibilities which it is hard to escape.

Sincerely yours,

W% 70 /3ndey

(46 |
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INDIANAPOLIS,INDIANA. Sentember 16, 1919,

riss l'argaret Todge,
Room ¢16, 166 Fifth ‘ve.,
Mew Vork City.

iss Yodge: -

T am afreid in my 1little note at the close
of my lent letter T made & mist:ke, and so T write to cor-
rect it. Wnile it is true that liss vautrin is engeged to
be merried, T have been told by P e———evtey, of Cin-
cinnati, thut she expects to give herself to the work in
¢inling College this coming yeéar. T think the marriage
{s to be postponed until the close of another yerr.

T nope my hurried note did not breagk up
T expect to be in l'ew Vork this week. T
T ettend the meeting of the C mmittee of

ouns ’—\1 +

Q3 . N~y > v
yincerely yours,

/('\

178 7. 300M,
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Room. 916, 156 Pifth Averme,
Rew ;hrk City, New York,

September 15, 1919,
(Dict@ited September 12)

Mre. A. R. Atwater,
Collage of iszsions Dullding,
Indisnapolis, Indiana.

Daar irs. Atwater:-

Thank you for your letter about ilies
Vautrin, I was so delighted at the first part of it
that T felt as if my anxiety for the College wes largely
relieved, but the postaeript came as a dlow, I am
wondering, however, if she may po:sibly mean that Bhe
will work for the College this winter and be married
after the College year closes, 7T am 8til]l hoping that
this may bathe intarpretation of the cable,

7 am glad that iiss Relen Richey 3f Boynton, Fla.,
is to be st the College of MMimsions. You will be able
to see 17 you approve of her for the Collage, I wrote
to har in Plorida but tha letter came bhaek after having
been forwardad to anot'er place, s0 J am glad that she
is not lost. "erhaps you will think it wise to sound
her out on tha 'subject or you may have soma other place
for har. T wil) not write again until 7 know of your
fselin; about her.

I wrote to llics Tthel Ireland, but have had no
reply from her,

Sincerely yours,

Chairman, Candidate Committee,

Mise Hoige was obliged to leave the
office bafore thias letter was typred,
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