NS TY




¥ v"'«,-" 3

‘_nu !:th-r l. Tappert .

¢/o Otto Phrn home address; West Cheshire
385 East 155th Street Connecticut
The Bromx, New York

Name (maiden or married) by
which you were known at Ginli

19)9-1937 at Ginling. Work:
B.A. er—8:5. Year_ ,g)-4~ School ZZaé ( Léﬁ‘ > &‘““. ‘& ‘2“

: / /
W.A. orM:B. Year 023 School‘_%&w

Ph.D. Year __— . School e

Other degrees .— Year School

ool Year School

Date of Marriage — Husband's name

%w /93 7~ /940 V{;) d ﬁath%W %/dy
Year(sm__&z Position 77, o o é’ :;Z é :; ‘é - é .
Place 2;;2 Al A “:é ﬁ » éél:!é ‘Zﬁztizé?;‘(%‘ﬂl,,

Year(s)(zn’.ﬂdu Position :ZZQ ‘ézd 6) gé :2: é’/ :
Place (;M zee ﬁl L dié:lé Z:?Al :Z;;:l 2; ,‘2
V.

Year(s) @/ 9—/ 3 Position &1 P ZZ Jc é; ‘Z Z; ;C 4‘
Place ZOéa : "éé% ( 2! s /

y
Year(s) @/ 8- /9/§ Position 7o 4. éz 2 &3 aadla ) o

* 4
¥ 1‘°°_MMMMM_W
¥4 - / :

Y G

ﬁa,ue.é /19,9~ 7%0
A

You can get in touc‘\ with th following people at the addresses indicated:
BERGER, Mrs. Rs Re. RUEFF, Frau Gese
GAILEY, Miss Helen VAIL, Miss

LAUCKS, Miss Blanche ZIMMERMAN, Frau >y;

MA, Mme. Yu-guiun /< _ | PRI @&an

mﬁ% ' : ’;“'Ztmz”m ed:

'5 - ﬂ ber 194
'Y December 0

7395




WW%Z/«/y/&//&wW
- AR TR ek ,,_,,/’z%—

M P o RN il sy _.,M_é#,é,_..,
/‘&_.,zz—é_/z‘rﬂw/g/ WJ,% :

/&mekwﬂ

W
S e i ll ket K T




M?WWW’/M
M——WM/W;‘/W
5 MMM/M |

ot g ,J%W

J R MJA/G:,C{




’ >
i X R ¢ % A ‘ . m—————
o, - 87 VP, s . o » ey 5 ¥ N By RV L
i ’ '-_T;-@ft,-,i" N 4 L % Q ] ' | i (t]ﬂ
yr g ; g
» fio |
R ¢ o
WL

" e Wt -k s G
;)2,7?%@(0 t/%d,/?d}
. I aicd S .
4, {,(sf; %W% L. VS
: % RECEIVED

AUG =1 932

PRESBY it i OREISK 5 0hRD
TREASURERS Elgg“g"‘&l




; i
%w;a&mw‘”/% |
MM.J;/'MM,MMJM%
s R ﬂww%w
S e B TR
‘Wﬁlﬁaww//w/. A L










JuL 39 17
1932

Miss ESTHER E, TAPPERT
m'w,,./c.é,‘..éy-aw
M 39 /9 3L

23-2F
4470

¥

JMMM@%P/ (.5x
@‘VMM &W%/QO
Ma«_ip

;[;J(_‘ “Z"‘"“’/ ; %07/3
e M

(M«—g,ﬁu.lv«? M\«?c_wj /J;.é o

/78", M0




N

e

West Cheshire, Conn.

¥ VR

July 30, 1932. % ..«——-—";," :
§ ILING

AUG 80 1932
HOME L _JE

Dear Mr. Carter:

OB R LTS R Y e ®

I expect to be in West Cheshire during the month of August at least. If at all
possible 1 shall come to New York some time early in August and should like to
talk with you then about future plans which are still indefinite.

Dr. Fawcett formerly at Yenching University in Peiping, was on the steamer with
us and I became very much interested in working with him on his vocabulary
studies. at Yale this winter. This would be directly in line with the work I
should be doing if I returm to Ginling. I1f Yale University will accept by
transfer credits from Columbia and grant me a degree within one year (M.A.) and
if the Ginling Committee approves and will grant me a study allowance, it seems
very probable that I shall return to Ginling; and with that much probability
feel rather more justified than I did when I left China in applying for furlough
allowance. The details I hope to arrange with you in person, but I wished to
give you as soon as possible some indication of what I am thinking about.

ST A T I
R AR R LR R R 2y RO o

Very truly yours,

Esther E. Tappert.
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GINLING COLLEGE COMMITTEE

August Brd, 1952,

Miss Margaret E. Hodge,
112 West Gravers Lane,
Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia, Pa.
Dear Miss Hodge:

X
We are sending you herewith extract from a letter received a few days ago from
Miss Esther E. Tappert, who has recently arrived home from @inling, together
with a copy of our reply asking her to take up with you in correspondence the
general questions in her mind regarding furlough study and return to the field.
Thanking you and with best wishes for your vacation,

Yours sincerely,

T
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Mise Esther E. Tappert,
*.t M”.
Connecticut,.

Dear Miss Tappert:

Se thank you for your nice, full, clear letter of July 30th, I should thimk your
WMusnﬁMuuismmhasmuouth
account for your freight. nnmasmcgssecwgemuwrummuaprml
ummmmmwmmwmmmm.

t I am & little in doubt as to your home allowsnce, mot the
but as to its lemgth. The Ginling College con~

5. Regular travel allowance and proportionate furlough salary, beginn-
Mlobythomstdimctmu.tobeg&mum
mummwthemllege;mmth’s retiring allowance

be given to those not expecting to return.

hﬂhmthnt&athatthequesﬁmofymnﬁnaboﬂdhdnﬂniuhw
homwfbrﬁnywappouma,nmatand, is twelve months in
forﬂnnvbmnﬁrungtotheﬂmmdawmumw
tho hﬂumndcredthmoyoarsofaerﬂeomﬂufhumldh,
three-fifths of the twelve months, but you will see that the comtract
%one month®s retiring allowance to be glven to those mot ex~

fumnaommﬂmghplanadthuhlet
go on vacation (in fact, should have left the
the ma of your furlough should be taken
Committee, whose

which are still indefinite."
as to stady, ete., for you say later in your letter,
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York, for we know that she will be im 2 mmch better positiom than we te

give you the information you desire.

j
:
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We are sending your imgquiry regarding the new appointees for English to Biss Nimmde
V. hndh:? Secretary for Candidates, of the Ginling College Committee, 152 Nadison

Aveme,

|

Yours very sincerely,







;/:/‘< MW;&“W%J“/

| =%

el y . @uv’wwz""ww

/

o .







West Cheshire, Conn.
August 4th, 1952,

Dear Mr. Carter:

* * - * * * *

As to furlough salary, I understood from Miss Priest that it would be three

fifths of the regular furlough salary over a period of twelve months. It

might be preferable to have full salary for three-fifths of the time, as you !

suggest. This brings up the question of whether I should be permitted to L./
l

accept payment for work done the remaining two-fifths of the time or to make

up the remaining two-fifths of a regular furlough allowance. It has been a
question of some importance to me as to how it would be possible to live in

New York or New Haven on approximately fifty dollars a month. I have no tother
income to depend upon unless I can do night school work or something else in my
spare time. Can you give me a statement as to the amount of the study allowance
that can be granted? I expect, of course, to return the furlough and study
allowance if I am prevented from returning to Ginling at the end of the year.

I am writing to Miss Hodge as you suggest in regard to furlough study, etc.
Thank you again for your courteous attention.

Sincerely yours,

Esther E. Tappert




foiic W, 646, Joss.

Mugust 9th, 19352,

Miss Esther E, Tappert,
West Cheshire,
Connecticut.

Dear Miss Tappert:

Thaak you for the further information which you have given us which seems to
make everything perfectly understood.

lom'heawocc-etoﬁgureitoutthatitdoesnotukeuyditfmnoe
whether the three-fifths of the regular furlough salary is figured on the
three-fifths basis of time or of amount, We should thimk that it would be
preferable to have this distributed over the twelve months wnless it makes

a difference with you. I should think that you were quite free to ;
this furlough salary in any way that you are able to., As you say, it is not
possible to live wpon this either in New York or in Bew Haven.

The action that Miss Priest reported from the field wess that they recommended
that you be allowed"the usual salary and study grent allewance given to staff
members on furlough who have completed a term of three yesars.®” The copies of
the three and five year term contracts that have been given to us provide under
the five year term for an educational allowance not to exceed $200, which may
be granted on the recommendation of the Board of Divectors with the approval of
the Ginling College Committee; and under the three ysar term contract there is
no provision for educational allowance.

Iuoendi.ngacopyofthislettertolissﬂodgeaotlmtshewillkm'ofm
correspondence and make any provision possible for the furlough study allowance,
In the meantime, we will understand that on approximately the 25th of each momth,
(the first month of August with a deductiom of $25.60 for the balance of the
travel money as you suggest) we will send you three~fifths of $82.00 or $25.60
unless we hear from you with some other suggestion. I am trying to clear all
items possible before leaving on a vacatiom already overdue,

Yours very sincerely,

m

RC1MN
Copy te NMiss Margaret E. aodgo/




THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. A

156 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK

MEMORANDUM  September 22nd, 1952

FROM Miss Neumann

TO Miss Burnham

Dear Miss Burnham:
The following cablegram was received yesterday from Ginling:
APPROVE FULL GRANT TAPPERT

As this was not very clear to us, we took the matter up with Miss Hodge
and found that during the summer Miss Hodge wrote personally to Dr. Wu
for a further explanation of the paragraph in Miss Priest's letter of
April 26th, 1932, which reported that it had been voted:

"That if Miss Esther Tappert is returning to Ginling
College for the fall of 1933, that we recommend that
she be allowed the usual salary and study grant allow-
ance given to staff members on furlough who have
completed a term of three years."

As the three year term contract does not provide for any furlough study
allowance, Miss Hodge wrote for this explanation. Her interpretation of
the cabled reply is that the Committee on the field had decided to allow
Miss Tappert the full $200.00 furlough study allowance in view of all the
circumstances. I therefore told Miss Hodge that we would proceed on this
basis and pay over to Miss Tappert the $200.00 for furlough study.

Miss Hodge also reported that Miss Ruth Chester, although entitled to
furlough study allowance, was not going to ask for it umnless she found it
to be absolutely necessary. Miss Hodge therefore thought that perhaps they
had weighed these things on the field and had decided to allow Miss Tappert
the full $200 in view of her need of it.

Sincerely yours,

M. Newwr aune_
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658 Whitney fvenue
New Haven, Conn.

December 19, 1932

Miss Margaret E. Hodge, Chariman /841)’,- g/é

Ginling College Committee
112 W. Gravers Lane a«.lz,li3b
Philadelphia, Pa.

My dear Miss Hodge:

Your letter of December 8th indicates that L did not make sufficiently
clear to Mr. Carter my understanding of my position in regard to Glnling.
I have assumed that my acceptance of furlough galary and study allowance
implied a wlllingness to return to China, presumably for flve years, bar-
ring some unpredictable event or emergency that would warrant a change of
rlan. i have considercd myself morally bound to fulfil that contract or

repay proportionately what the Committee has invested in me.

Very truly yours,
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Miss Rebegea W, Griest
208 South Queen Street
Lancaster, Pemna.

Deayr Mlss Griests

1 saw Miss NeGimsey yesterday amd had s nice talk with her. I was
persomally favorably impressed. The professional requirements I told her womld
be approved by Miss Case and by you. the seems to me to have maturity amd podse,
and to have fased what she calls minor matters sueh as ability to adapt hepself
to liviag im close comtact with Chinese mnd under a Chimese president and she
realises what it means, &She was in Viemna for four or five years daring riots
and various difficwlties of that sort so she says she is mot at all afyaid of
anything that might happen in China,

1 asked abomt her religious attitude and she looked at me with such an
expression of surprise that I wondered if she had no thought of amythimg except
belag a teacher. Onm the contrary she said that she was surprised that I shomld
even question if she had a Phligious motiwe. It was mot a very theologleal
talk tmt 1t seemed to me that she has the real Christiam as well as professiomal
motiwe,

I find that the reason she has Joimed the Hpiscopal Church is that she
has beem away from Mount Vernon so much amd her family have died or moved away
so that she has no persomal ties with the Presbyterian Church. The Rector of the
Episcopal Chmurch and his wife are friemds of hers and fommer missiomaries in Chims
and So she maturally has beem goimg to their church although it is very recemtly
that she has Joined it. Of course we wamt to have an Fpiscopaliam. IS is
rather strange that both of these camdidates do belomg to that demomimatiom.

1 have called Miss Lindley®s office to fimd out if there is amny member
of their demomimation in Laramie who could interview Miss Haight. I fimd that
the Bishop's wife, Mrs. Elmer M. Schmuck lives there and her address is P.O.Box 17,
Laramie. Will you write to Mrs, Schmmek telling her of Miss Haight amd asking her
if she will be good emough %o imterview her and report back to yom. I do mot kmow
of amy of omr Presbyterians who could be there this ssmmer. I wish she did mot
live in smech dn out of the way place bmt perhaps Mrs. Schamek can get us the
iaformation we desire.

Then I received your lotter at home several weeks ago 1 thought I comld

1485



Signed in Miss Hodge®s absence.
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158 Whitney Ave
New Haven, Conn.
January 10, 1933

Mr, Ruaaell Cafter, Treasurer
Ginling College Committee

156 Fifth Ave.
New York, New York

Dear Hr. Carter:

Your letter of December 19th in regard to pension plan and insurance
policies should have been answered long before now, but my lnsurance
papers were at home and my other papers here in New Haven, Mr., Garside's
letter was missent and only reached me a few days ago, and 1 have been
too busy with immedietely pressing problems to give a thought to old age.

With regard to the insurance 1 am alregdy carrying, it was underctaken
before i1 had any thought of going to China and did not seem particularly
burdensome at a time when my salary was about four times what it is now 4
and was being increased by regular annual increments., what to do about it has
given me some cause for thought during the past three years,

It is an endowment policy for four thousand dollars payable in twenty
years, New York Life insurance Company. Since . have anplied the dividends
to shorten the premium paying period, the annual premium including the
premium for disability benefits amounts to $206.72, or three months' full
salary,., ''hat is part of the reason why . became fond of Chinese dormitory
food last year, This year . have withdrawn my encire New York leachers' Re-
tirement Fund savings to pay the remainder of my tuition at :ale and to
supplement my furlough allowance to meet bare living expenses., .t should be
obvious that, however attractive the offer, I not only could not pay an
additional yearly premium for the pension fund but must undoubtedly find
some way of reducing the insurance premiums, the latter i have hesitated to
do because my insurance is the only provision 1 awu able to make for my par-
ents,

this is briefly my situation and ir you can suggest a way of improving it,
1 shall be very ready to consider it,

oincerely yours,
/

bt lee & Tipfont




January 20%h, 1983,

Miss Esther L. Tappert,
158 Whitney .ve.,
New .aven, Goun,

Dear Mise Tappert i~

| aerry toet I was not more explisit in ny earlier Jetter
indieating to you the ool ¢ information thut we ought to have in erder teo advise
a8 %o whether auyt ing $an be done without lose in reducing the amount of your
insureanee poliey and hente your snnual presium payusutes Will you be good enough
to edther send us the Poligy or at your sonvenionse to send us the nusber of the
Poldey and the date wihen you ook it out: With this Anformatien we can seowre
from the Cempany additional information that we need in erder te P %o a
Judgment ian the mmtter, Again, I suppose we eggit to kasw Jus it you have
in mind when you say, “My insurance is the only provision I am able to make fer
ay parests.” Tuere is, perhaps, no value in our progecding with thie Af you
feel that the full amount of the present Poliocy is needed to make the provisien
that you feel that you should for them,

1 should add that your lutier strungtiens the feeling that
last Ginling Exeoutive Committee meetimg that you are working at the
on too marrow & margin, You have shown great interest in your work
sarry % ont the three=fifths furlough salary that it wae
granted, it seems to us that there is a responsibilit
things or so esonomizing that yow
your health and your usefulsess to Ginlimgs I rather ascuse that Mies fodge has
te her, the Commities asking her to raise with
agreed upon a four~fifths furlough salary
give you She relief that you needed, I sention
o have this ianformatiem to take into consider-

Very sincerely yours,

(16 H



New Hajven D]
Jenueryy 21, 19595

Mr. Russell C8rter, Treasurer i M T
Ginling College Committee

156 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York

Dear Mr. Carter:

Thank you for your kind letter of January 20th, Miss Hodge had already
written me about the Committee action to give me four~fifths rather than
three-fifths furlough salary, which would indeed give welcome relief, As
I have sald to Miss Hodge, however, i hesitate to become so indebted that
in the event of unforeseen and at present unexpected changes a decision to
remain at Gtinling would ever have to be determined on the basis of money
values received, ithis does not mean that i1 have now any other purpese than to

one kind of insurance for snother., My insurlince poliecy with the New York Life
Insurance Company, No, 9 814 950, was taken out on april 5, 1927. lhere would
undoubtedly be a loss in even.a partial withdrawal from that now and the new

terms, entering at the age of 33, would be less favorable, would they not?

If 1t becomes necessary, . could possibly cancel the disability benefits
and apply the dividends already accumulated toward the payment of the annual | —
premium; but that matter . could just as well take up with the company direct-
ly. i

go baeck to uinling for five years.
As I think about the Retirement rlan, 1 become less lnclined to exchange ‘

ihe reason 1 say that my insurance is a provision for my parents 1is this, J
rFather at the age of 62 needs to get out of the factory. His eyesight is no ’
longer good enough to do the very fine work on jewelry that is reculred and
conditions in the factory are very bad., my narents have their home; but .
know that the kind of farming Father can do will barely make living expenses,
certainly not enable them to prepare for emergencies. aAfter a lifetime of
labor during which they gave us children the chance to pursue our own education
it is not right that they should have to worry about morigeging their home in
order to live, My parents have never expected to be supported, and indeed would
not accept help from me now; but in case of emergency the insurance would make
possible a loan that would keep them from being left destitute.

iou have been very kind to give time to the consiceration of thnese personal
problems, and i am truly grateful. nowever, at the moment 1t seems best not to
go into the hetirement Assocliation, but to make adjustmenivs on my insurance as
best I can,

Sincerely yours,

Eszéi,t, g QZ;/ﬁfﬁvaJZ
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Seeretary, Ginling College Committes

Florence G, Tyler,

Very sincerely yours,
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If at any tige I can de of serviee will you not let me know?




Ginling College
Nenking, Chine
November 24, 1933

Dear 3 ) .,1;1/3 \7:7,@/\,
J

VVhen my freshman class were planning a discussion on how to apply
their Imowledge of science for the improvement oi the peasant homes in
our neighborhood, they suggested teaching them how to measure a tree
and estimate the amount of lumber in it, despite the fact that there is
hardly a tree worthy oi the name anywhere within sight except on the
Ginling campus @r around a grave mound, Then I decried the textbook
makers oi' mathematics problems, When I thought how to tell you the
events ol the past year or six months, it seemed that any attempt to
deal with my material systematicallv or scientifically must lead me to
the same kind of' bookishness and far away from reality., The narrative
o' 1ife is epic = at least in China - rather than chronological, It
plunges into the middle of things and only in some comparatively quiet
interlude like a Ifurlough or a visit to Shanghai explains the incidents
o' the larger story of which the immediate action 1is a part,

Il I were to try to find a theme ior this narrative of the past
months, it would be "adventures in understanding", I think, and that
is perhaps as good a theme ior a Christmas letter as any other I could
devise,

I shall begin the story of these adventures rather arbitrarily with
our arrival in Japan, At Yokohama we left our well-tried ship thet had
borne us salfely aeross the Paciiic though Aeolus seemed to have loosed
all the winds rrom his caverns and Poseidon had lashed his sea=horses
until they pranced in fury, blinding our ewes when the winds blew their
I'roth and their sea=grecn manes into our races or whirling us dizzily
ns they twirled aloi't on their hind legs. We bade farewell to the trustw
comrades who had shared our perils and with whom we had contested for
honors « in throwing quoits, playing golf and deck tennis, at shuffle
board, in pie-eating, in treasure hunting. Many we -should not see againg
a i'ew would join us at Kobe,

: We went irst to the capital at Tokyo and visited shrines and temple®.
«+«t the American Consulate we secured permits to vrisit the palaces in
Kyoto, the ancient Japanese capital, By train we traveled overland to
Kyoto., fujiyama which is oiten so elusive, as i to win our appreciation
of the beauty oi' Japan delighted our eager eyes again and again with its
mystery as the delicate rolds of its cloud Weil lifted, leaving the sum=
mit in clear outline, in summer unhooded with snow,

In Kyoto we stayed overnight at a Japanese inn, our attendants kimo-
noed handmaidens, The gargle they brought us we narrowly escaped drink-
ing for tea, Then came cold tea and a sweetmeat of glutinous rice dain-
tily clasped together apd eaten with a toothpick. For our bath the highe
haired maidens attired"in blue and white Japanese kimonos, Suggestive
motiona and arrangement ol utensils taught us the native custom of scrub-
bing thoroughly with soap and rinsing beiore entering the large wooden
tub used in common, '

In our room upon our return we 'ound the beds rolled out upon the
Tloor or straw matting which must never be touched even with the slipe-
vers which are exchanged ior outdoor shoes at the inn entrance, So clean
are the Japanese houses that one eould eat from the floors in safetyp
indeed, the tables are but a foot high and the chairs are thin kneeling
cigihions, To the foreigner the Japanese method or sitting is torture,

‘o the music of trickling water, secure behind our papor walls and bhane

il
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boo sereens, we rell asleep, to wake again when our solt-Tooted atben=
dant announced breakfast which was sérved on a table placed where but
a Tew minutes earlier we had rested,

The morning was spent in visiting the ancient Japanese palaces =
some exquisitely simple, some luxurious in design and coloring. Each
palace and temple invited dalliance = it seemed sacrilegious not to
tarry longer in garden and park and shrine - but necessity hurried us
onward, ror we were still several hours from Kobe where our steamer wa:
already at anchor.

Were these kindly, courteous, curious people whose ancestors had
created all this beauty and who still plied their homely trades earnin’
a humble living with infinite pains and endeavor, we wondered, of the
same blood as those equipped ror destruction who ruined the trade of
others as kindly and industrious as these? If people could but see
others as people and not as barriers to thelr own or national progresc.
what miseries of bhis modern world might not be avertedl

But Japan did not resign us without a grisly warning - not from its
people, but from the teeth of its rocky islands. To avoid a typhoon we
anchored off the coast of ene of the small islands many miles beside
our course between Kobe and Shanghai, A sudden shift in the direction
of the wind made the captain 1ift anchor lest we should be driven ashor
For a time our good ship quivered and made no apparent progress, but in
about twelve hours we had run through the storm, Two short now was the
journey till we entered the Yellow Sea ahd anchored in the muddy waterp
of the Whangpoo at Shanghai, Two perfect moonlight nights remained whig
were spent on deck singing or i1dly watching the lights of the ships the
we passed by,

By far the most interesting group of people on the boat were the
group of fifteen Catholic missionaries who had embarked with us at Porf.
land, The Jesuits impressed me on the whole most favorably, and I shoul:
like to have learned more about their faith, The whole group had joined
in the deck sports and ship's pastimes, Individually they seemed as hu=
-man as we were « a combination of virtues and vices and about as impere
fectly blended; yet unitedly they gave an impression of spiritual power
which eould not fail to be sensed bv theilr fellowepassengers,

Hedede
At this moment we are approaching Soochow as I am riding from Shang=

hai to Nanking after a weekend spen in the city to do my Christmas
shopping., The spire of the Big Pagoda with its black point thrust up-
ward pins the brilliant yellow sunset sky to the nurple of the moun=
tains,
363t

The scene was too beautiful to pass unobserved, When I first re=
turned to Nanking in September, 1t was early morning. We had passed
all the cities from Shanghai inland in the darkness, and Purple Moun=
tain with 1its old familiar outlines gave uas at once welcome and good
morning greetings, At Ginling we went right fram the taxi to the chapel
for the opening worship of the new college session and with difficulty
restrained our embraces and glad cries of returning and welcoming un=-
t11 the service was overe I understood then the joy of a homecoming to
friends that are a link with the homeland in a country no longer foreign.

The bussy, busy days that followed have been a test not alone of my
undorstanding; for I came as chairman of new colleagues who had care
ried on in my absence, and I came with the purpose of exposing to them
the educational principles that I had beaten out with fellow-seminar-
1ats last year at Yale, Every staff meeting, every thesis seminar,
every casual meeting between classes finds the three English teachers
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debating = be the subject grammar, words, unit courses, contact g& cdﬁL
tures, or what not, To these indoor activities of the English department
are added the intramural sports involved in trying to work out a program
ol gooperation with the University of Nanking, My enthusiasm is treated
with kindly tolerance and the ideas themselves given quite stimulating
ovposition, Perhaps when sufficient tea has been consumed and sufficient
time spent in diseussion, we shall arrive at an understanding of what vc
want although we may still not be able to get it,

ly two sections of freshman English are my particular joy, probably
because it is there that I have the greatest freedom to put my own con-
vietions to the test ol actual practice. They are responding beautifull;
to a program of panel discussions, small group activities, and individe
ual eonferences, The freedom with which they express themselves in Eng-
lish has shown quite remarkable improvement,

The National Athletic lieet held in Nanking this fall in which some
of our girls participated led naturally to o discussion of health since
the girls almost unanimously expressed the opinion that the ehief value
of the lieet was that it showed people that they must "moke their bodies
strong to save China," Before our discussion of public health individual
girls made expeditions to many narts of the city to investipgate existing
health conditions: e.8., to tea shops, orphan asylums, the city reser-
volr, to streets, to the new medical center. The girls are amazingly
ungbserving of actual conditions in their immediate surroundingss; and it
mist be something of 2 shock to students to be told to find poetry here
when their whole tradition has been to look for beauty only in elouds
and birds and trees, We tried to find out, too, what constructive ef=
forts the government is making to improve oublie health, Their reports
and discussion following made one of the most interesting elass meet-
ings we have had,

The next unit was a study of the Home and Human Relationships in the
"cme, The eoming of Miss liargery Fry, exchange lecturer from England,
t.os most opportune, lMiss Fry is sent out by the Universities! China Com-
wittee of London, a committee financed by British Boxer Indemnity funds,
She §ave a series of lectures at Ginling on "Public Opinion and Governs
ment?, dealing partieularly with the part public opinion played in
tringing about reforms in England in regard to child labor, prisons, and
the position of women, Her lectures could not have been better chosen
for our purpose, for they gave not only an example of good English ef=-
fectively used, but also gave us illustrative material for our discussion
of the place of publie opinion in improving health conditions in the
homes of China, My freshman girls were conspicuous in the audience, They
same early to goet front scats, listened with eager attention, and kept
pencils and notebooks active, 4ll of these things, I hope, are leading
to a more intelligemt understanding of 1ife as they are meeting it, or
ought to be meeting it today.

Other guests or guest speakers who have been at Ginlingz this fall
are Dr, Francis Wel of Hwa Chung University at Wuchang who gave our
Founders'! Day address and lir, Francis Hutchins, last year a graduate
student at Yale, A third, also connected with Yale, was lr, Franeis
1'"il1ler, Chairmaon of the World Student Christian Federation, who gave a
number of addresses in Nanking,

While we have been hearing speakers from the rest of the world in
(Mina, it has been pleasant to get even scraps of news about Dr, Wu's
toavels and speeches in America, If it were not for these, we could
nerdly be eontent to have her away from us for so long.

The new Ginling buildings - chapel and music hall and libvrarv - are
orogressing, but probably will not be ready for occupaney uniil next
~~1e8ter instead of this as we had expected, We hope, then, to have de=
rartumental offices and a room that can be »lanned and arranged for Enge .

lish aetivities,




.. » Speaking of buildings suggests quite a different kind of adven .‘5". §§
(1

ﬁﬁat I am having this fall - that is, living at East Court, a small
Chinese style building with moon gates and -a central courﬁ. One comes
nearer to understanding the exquisite delicagy of Chinese poetry after
standing in the courtyard on a still moonlight evening in early fall in
Nankings What promises to be less and less poetio as winter comes on is
the fact that the house 1s not heated, the floors are directly over the
ground with no foundation underneath, and the upper half of the windows
which extend along one whold side of the room have panes of glass only
in the center and are open all around each pane, It 1s customary to pac!
these shut with paper, but that interferes with the entrance of sunligh .
one of the principal sources of heat in this climate. The bathroom is ot
the farthest ond of the court and can be reached only by a dash through
the open af® in bathrobe and slippersi I carried back from Shanghai a
tiny iron stove made in Tientsin, in size and shape not unlike the ket~
tles our Puritan ancestors may have used., It makes one feel like a pio-
neer living in a new country instead of this o0ld, old land of China.

One evehing before it became very cold, I went home to East Court aft
a faculty meeting in "500" to find my bed stripped bare of bedding, in-
2luding my two blankets, Further search showed that not only bedding
but my two coats, additional bedding and towels from a chest of drawers,
two cloecks, and a small box of jewelry had also been taken, The thief
had dbviously entered the reom by cutting the screen of one of the win-
dows, easily accessible from outside because the windows are so close
to the ground. The night of the theft was the night that a mysterious
brilliant 1light flooded the entire circle of visible earth and sky, and
strange distant rumblings werc heard that sounded like the explosion of
a powder magazine or like a series of earthquakesyq The only explanation
that we have had of the occurrence is that a meteor struck the earth
bectween Nanking and Chinkiang; but I have not heard that any traces of
it wefre ever found. The superstitious interpreted it as an ill omen for
mee The sequel proved, however, that if it boded 111 for any one, its

; was intended for the thief rather than for me,

The story of how the things were found and returned to me is almost
miraculous and too long to tell in detail, Briefly, it is this. Zbout
three weeks after the theft, a woman pedlar offered two foreign coats an
two blankets for sale at the home of a Chinese pastor in Han Hsi Men, tho
section of the city near the West Gate., A graduate of Ginling happened
to be a guest for lunch at the home that day, At the time she did not
know of my loss, but the next night before going to bed, happened to
glance over the little Ginling news leaflet that has just been started
this semester, and rcad in it the notice of the robbery. Early the next
morning she communicated with lirs, Tsen, our matron, who with character-
istic activity directed the search from then on, The women who was try-
ing to sell the stolen goods happened to be a local woman, the pastor's
gatekeeper happecned to know her, the woman hanpened not to have succecded
in selling the goods, Although she herself was probably not the thief,
she gave the clue which led to the recovery of everything except the
jewvelry, This scries of happenings which turned out so fortunately for
me may be interpreted as mere happeningss to me the whole experience =
the kindness and generosity of my frionds, particularly my Chinesc housc-

Ginling graduate who was a perfect stranger to me, and the unsparing
activity of our good lirs, Tsen, whose once-bound feet always make her
solking seem particularly trying - all these seem rather to justify my
'~1th that love is stronger than hate and good than evil,

If this letter seems dull and dreary in spots, remomber that it hos
con written piecemeal, on the train and in moments snatcheé in thc
~v»iof intervals between classes and the aotivities that crowd our life,
If therec is in it something of warmth and sunlight, may it bring you
good eheer, lMay the Christmas blessings of old - love, joy, peoce, une

derstanding - come to you anew this Christmastide, Z
S JOULS v ) ‘g'.
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{Lottor from Miss Bsther E. Tapport Ginling College, Nanking, China, Xwns 1954
NATIVITY

Tonight the Christ-Child was sheltered
In 2 rocking cradle on wheels

With a cover of stiff oiled cloth

For I held Him close to my heart.

No star pointed down to His cradle

No candle shed light through the night
Did you heed, O ricksha puller,

That you carried the Godhead tonight?

Aok Xk ko ok

The natural boundaries of a Christmas letter seem for me to be the summer
vacation and that weekend near the end of November when I make a flying trip to
Shanghai to make such Christmas purchases as Nanking does not permit, and to
scour off the dullness which tarnishes wits and energies about mid-term. To keep
the chronicle of a half year in China from lengthening out too tiresamely, I shall
try to give you just a series of news flashes and let you assemble them for your-
sclf,

The first week of July marks the beginning of thc Great Heat which rameains
unbroken for practically two months., Floods of perspiration descend without
cessation dgy or night. There is no dryncss anywhere but within., By the middie of
July the more fortunate have escaped from the intoler;ble hect, Ginling faculty
and Nanking community scatter widely: to travel in Jnpan; to summer in Nogiri,
Japan; to study Chinese, sightseeing, or shop in Peiping; to swim at Tsingtao or
Beitaiho; to lounge, hike or attend summer conferences at the favorite mountnin

resorts - Moknnshan or Kuling.

The less fartunate rémain until the end of the summer session in early August,
As usual a small group of students remain on the campus throughout the summer,
giving little evidence of their presence, however, until sunset when the strains
of fheir evensong drift over to us at "500" from the farther bank of the willow
shaded pond behind the Guest Hall,

July tentyy finds me on & Chinese river steamer starting on my five hundred
mile trip interior by way of the Yangtze River to Hankow, Over all but a small
portion of the deck sprawl the deck passengers, Chinese military, who sleep, eat and
play in these crowded quarters., Three times a day I moke my way over bgre legs
and human bodies, straw bedding, rice bowls, teapots and basins, through smells
and creeping and flying things to the dining saloon. At Kiukiang I am transferred
to a cabin forward., The tiny deck space is hardly ever out of the sun , and not
a broath of air stirs over the river. The trip uprives is longthecned by the
necessity of stopping to attach ourselves to a hulk which we help tow from Tatung
to Hankow.

July fourteenth - a six~hour train ride on the Hankow-Poiping line and a two-
hour climb on foot brings me at the end of the day after my arrival in Hankow to
the top of Ki Kung Shan in South Honan just over the border of Hupeh Province,
where I spend four and a half weeks of tho summer. This is a favorite summer
resort for missionaries from Hunon, Hupeh, Honan, Kwecichow and Szechwan. Since
Ki Eung Shan has been unsafe for severcl years boemuso of Communist menace, there
is an atmosphere of rejoicing at its agnin being open for summer residence as well
as cautiousness on tho part of the many who have had direct, personal experiencos

with Communist bandits. Long excursions into the valleys and over the surrounding
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hills are discoursged to my rather impatient regret. A group of us piecnic and swim
at a deep pool in the Enst Valley and once alone I explorc the West Volley. Into
the sinister but attractive North Valley I look longingly for any sign of Roe~
marked caps, but all appears penceful excopt the forts and tho Government soldiers
who ‘guard the hill and Gon. Chang Hsueh~liang's mansion.

A segrogntion policy on the part of the Chinesc government has divided Ki
Kung Shan into three communitics: Missionary Valley, Business Vaolley, and the
Chinese community. The Missionary Republic has a conmittee form of govermment,
problems of tnxation, of sanitation, of recrcation, and so forth, being managed by
a General Purposes Caumittoe. Ki Kung Shon, like Mokanshan and Kuling is a center
for sumnmer religious conferences. Nineteen or more difforent missions are repres-
onted this surmer, sixteen of which are Luthoran - Norwegian, Swedish, Independent,
United Lutheran, Lutheran United, and so forth. The two specinl speokers at this
sunner's conferences are French Oliver and Rev. Mellenbruch. Life and thought
emong this group is extromely comservative; but there is genuine sharing of
inspiration and renewal of Christian feollowship in the courion experience of a
religious revival in thess intorior provinces. Music on many instrunonts and
particularly religious songs in the languages of Northern Burope are a rich and
powerful element in this surmer's oxperience.

The Lutheran School for foreign children provides a noteworthy share of the
cultural and recreationad actimities of the cormunity., There is an excellent
school orchestra under the direction of Rev. Andorson, principal of the school.
The students participate in athletic tournaments, in recligious exerciess, and con-
corts. With characteristic Americun initiative, some of the boys are engaged in
small business enterprises, such as a drug store, a barber shop, ice cream and
candy selling.

My great achievement for the summer is the reading of & French grammar and of
Loti's "Les Pecheurs des Islandes."

On August sixteenth in the company of my baggage carrier I descend the
mountain, retufin to Hankow, and after three days in that hotbed,embark in the
British ship "Tatung" for Nanking., At noon of the second day I reach Ginling to
find myself the second arrival among foreign faculty menbers. Despite the con-
tinuance of the excessive heat we struggle with entrance tests which the Ministry
of Education requires to be given in August. We do a minimum of hous ekeeping
while furniture clutters the corridors and windows stand open to let the sticky
new paint dry. As each new arrival is announced the amahs bring a semblance of
order into the needed room. Transient guests of summer acquaintance whom returning
members of the family bring into this melee receive but scant hospitality, I'm
afraid.

With the usual grinding of wheels college opens during the first week in
September and classes got under way. An entering class of 73 freshmen brings the
total enrollment this year up to 213, of whom 41 are from governmont middle schools,
28 fram private schools, and 144 from mission schools. The average age of the
students is 21 years. In addition to students from twelve provinces of China we
have two overseas students and three foreign students. The policy of cooperation
between Ginling nnd the University of Nanking brings an inereasing number of men
students to our classes. Threc attend my class in Contanporary Poetry and one my
soppomore English course. A corresponding nwibor of girls take work at the
University with the rosult thet classes are becoming more mixed in both institutions,

The long conferences last year between the two heads of the English departments
have brought this change at lenst in prnetice. Instead of offering a variety of
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unrelated courses covering the whole field of English literature, we have made four
groups of courses or unite for English major students, each group representing an
attempt to integrate the work of one smoster. Since the first two years of ro=
quired work in English arc largely language study, these units are planned for
juniors and seniors c¢hiefly, but the classes include also a number of students

who are not English majors, All of the elcetive courses offercd in one semcster
deal with one large field of literature. For exuuple, we are toking this semester
the contemporary poriod from about 1890 with courses in contemporary British and
American poetry, conteauporafy prose and contomporary droma, The same students do
not necessarily take all of thesc courses, dbut tho English majors and others in
any of theso classes who elect to do so meet together in a fourth group thich is
called a cultural backgrounds seminar, In this saminar wo try through a series

of loctures and discussions to discover what are the movements historical, economic,
and socinl, and what tho trends in philospphy, rmusic and art of the last fifty
yenrs, For the lectures in other fields ve have drawn up members of various
departmonts, We of the English department are now faced with the problem of show-
ing the interrclation of those movarionts with British end Ameriecen literature of
the period, Next screster we are proposing to deal with Continental Eur@pean
1iterature and in the following two semesters with English literature of the 16th
through tho 19th conturies. The experiment has proved stirmlating and instructive
to us at smy rate, whether or not it narks any great educational advance.

In October the music department has its birthday celebrnted by the presentation
during a special birthday dinner of an originnl operetta called "The Phanton of the
Opera". Threc membors of the rusic dopartrient have October birthdays and nine,
coming in the same month, is jointly colebrated. A imsical memu is served. The
cook achieves his mastorpioce in n four-storey birthday cake which is brought in,
surmounted by a lighted candle, at the cnd of the feast. One end of the "S00"
dining room is used for the perfomance of tho operetta. The candle footlisghts
shed a soft 1ight upon the scene fron their station in a row of persirrions.

The ladies of the music departrient are first shown when in enrly childhood the love

of opera was born, In the succeeding episodos that love grows, but over thenn hangs

the shadow of the phantoan of the opera who pursucs them plotting his revenge. In

a final sceno ot Ginling on a Saturday night his revenge is complete, and he engages
in a dance of vietory over them. The play closes with a dramatic (or melodramatic)

appeal by the other departnents for an opera to be conposed by the music department

itself,

A nore serious dranatic perfomance entitled "Our Neighbours® Needs" is
given by the menbers of the Ginling Y. W. C. A. on Sunday evening, October 28th.
This is the day far the annual appeal to the students and faculty for funds to
carry on the Y. W. progran for the year. A presentation of the story of the Good
Samaritan is followoed by a realistic prosentation of the needs of a poor fanily
in our own neighborhood. The Colloge Y. We has a budget of $1319, of which nearly
$6800 in ¢ifts is plodged this evening. $747 is to be spont in trying to lessen
the ignorance in our neighborhood throuch the Day School, woanen's neetings, and
the Sunday School. $200.00 is assigned to trying to relicve sickness through the
clinie and the bath house. $100 goes to helpins people in need by means of charity.
$50 is a missiomary pift to the Yunnan mission. $180 is for the promotion of fellow-
ship with students in Nanking thr >uch the Christian Students®' Unionj in China through
the National Y. W; and in the world throuch membership in the World Student
Christian Fedoration. $42 ies intended for helping pramote fellowship wi thin the
College through the work of the devotional and social comnitteoes.

The Social Service Seetion of the Woman's Club of which I an a member has a
serviece progran which includes assistance in naintaining a bath house for the poor
at the Ming Deh Socinl Center, support of a nedical case worker st the University
Hospital, free hospital care for the poor, support of a boarding home experirent
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carried on under the direction of the Ginling sociology department, assistance in
giving training in wool-weaving to a group of former silk weavers who would other-
wise be unemployed because of the slump in the silk industry. The total budget for
this year is $2500 which is raised largely among the missionary commnity, thet is,
from a group of people who recelve for their years of training, experience and
servi ce hardly more than a bare living and the privilege of being engaged in a work
for which money will never pay.

November 25 - We have enjoyed again this week reports given by Mr. Shepherd,
Executive Seeretary of the Christian Rural Service Union in Li Chuan, Kiangsi, of
the progress of the Kiangsi project of rural roconstruction in the areas retaken by
the Govermmont forces from the Communists. This is a Christian project undertaken
at the request of and sponsored by the Chinese Government. Two Ginling girls are
in the work at Li Chuan, girls of keen minds and chargeter. This work is drawing
to it men and wamen of the finost typo, college graduntes, who are meking for their
own people the same scerifices, meeting the samo objections from friends and
relatives, and working under the same difficulties as did the carly missionaries.
Their first task is to win confiidence among people who have been twice deceived
and exploitcd, by the Communists and by the Chinese armye. Thoy live among the
country people and receive, in money, only cnough to supply them with food ond coarse
cotton clothing. Yet Mr. Shepherd specks with high praise of their enthusiaam,
their loyalty to the work, their high-minded and high-prinecipled contribution to
the 1ife of the group and the people whom thoy are thero to help. Here is young
China truly carrying on to others according to their nceds the Life which they
themsol ves have roceived in their ycars of Christian education.

Early in November our own new Community Center faor our nei ghborhood pecople is
dedicated. It is a modest gray brick houso, Chinese style, with an auditorium and,
adjoining, o amall reading room. Thc moncy heas been raised by the Ginling studentse.
The new building is a mate to the Tay School built a number of years ago and is
within the scme court. Here are also the clinic and bath house. Among the regular
activities that are conducted are industrinl work for boys and men, &n elementary
school for girls, women's meetings, Sunday School, Sunday church scrvice in which
the Nanking Union Theological Seminary students take part, famers' meetings, ond
an English cless for older boys of the neighborhood. In this last-nemed work two
hours a week with the Boys' Club I f£ind some of the livest work of my weeks

November fourth and fifth are festnl days at Ginling. The celebration of
Founder's Day is made the occasion for the dedieation of tho two new buildings,
Chapel-Music Hall and Library-Adninistration Building which we have occupied since
last spring. On both Sundny and Monday afternoons there are special exerciees in
the Chapel with academic processions and distinguished speckers. I look from my
seat among the faculty on the platform out over o bank of chrysanthenums into a
crowded auditorium. The ceremonial black of the students' dresses with their
plain streight lines, the dark earnest faces of the entire audience, the bwown pews
and rear balcony give an atmosphore of alnost soubre solemnity to the occasion,
»rightened by the rich red of the massive pillars and the red, blue, green, white,
black and gold designs of the ornate and colorful besns overhende Of the whole
group, students, aluanae, and juests, but thece have gray or white hair and they are
foreigners, To this audionce Ir. T. H. P. Sailer, Ph. D., of New York City gives
his stirring address, emphasizing the place of roesponsc in true educution,

a response directed and controlled by purpose which in turn rmat be outgoing in
human relations, a rcsponse which imst be in proportion to the depth and bre~dth
of purposes and sympathiese.

Again on Monday afternoon a large audience csserbles for the Formal Opening
at shich distinguished ruests represcnting the city of Nanking, the Ministry of
Education, and various universities are present, The speakers are the Hon.H.K.
H. Kung, Vice President of the Executive Yunn and Minister of Finnnee; Mr. Wong
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Shihehi, Minister of Bducation, and Dr. Hu Shih, prouinent londer of the literary
revolution in China, With charncteristie Chineso eloquonce and hurior these throe
speakers hold the attontion of their audience as they spenk respectively of the place
of literature and rusic in higher education, of the need for beauty as well as
practicability in college buildings that are to be poarmanent institutions, and of
the gains and lossecs, the opportunities and obligations, that have core to women
with modern edueation.

Over three hundred students and alumnne, friculty and foruer nombers of the
staff, and friends of the College arcpresent at the Founder's Day Banquet in the
Guest Hall on Suturday evening. A sinple Chinese menl inkeeping with the principles
of the New Life Moverient is served. Affer the toasts and singing of class songs,
the history of the Ginling buildings is presented in the nuditoriwa through "an
original presentation of a dranatic¢ nature™ entitled "If Buildings Spoke".

The fomal opening of the zuditoriun is celebrated on Monday covening with a
coneoert by two soloists and College students.
7

Decemnber 2, 1934 - The one serious obstaele to our complcte cnjoyment cf our
new buildings at this season of the yeur is that as yet therec is no heat. Our own
well water is so hord that it cannot be used in thg new central heating plant, and
we oan expect no heat until after duc deliborntigg the connection with city water
can be made, Meanwhile I spend as nagy of the hours between clesses as possible
in my own room at East Court which has a southern exposure and which I an heating
somewhat more successfully this year with a small kerosene oil hester. We are two
foreign and eleven Chinese faculty members who live at Enst Court now, and a very
congenial and happy group, in spite of or perhaps because of our sharing of these
rather prinitive living conditions,

I have had my white "hospital™ furniture painted ivory to match the crean~
colored plaster wnlls. Mauve curtains and green cushions lend color, The floor
covering is a Nanking azrass rug, 2 natural cenmter and dark bruwn border. My table
and extra chaoirs, alsc Nanking prcducts, are of wicker. My asparagus fern was care~-
fully kept through the sunmer by the gardner and returned to me in the fall with
many vigorous new shoots. Won't you sit by ny fire and take & cup of tea while you

share your experiences with re? A letter would help to create the illusion,

To you, each and all, ny very best wishes for Xmas and the New Year.
Sinceraly yours
ESTHER E,TAFPERT
Ginling College

Nanking, China
Xmas,., 1934




Nativity

Tonight the Christ-Child was sheltered
In a rocking cradle on wheels

With a cover of stiff oiled ¢loth

For I held Him close to my heart,

No star pointed down to His cradle

No candle shed light through the night,
Did you heed, 0 ricksha puller,

That you carried the Godhead tonight?

ki

The naturel boundaries of a Christmas letter seem for me to be the
summer vacation and that weekeepd near the end of November when I mak:
a flying trip to Shanghai to make such Christmas purchases as Nankin-
does not permit and to scour off the dullness which tarnishes wits a:
energies about mid«term, To keep the chronicle of a half year in Chir
from lengthening out too tiresomely, I shall try to give you just a
series of news flashes and let you assemble them for yourself, .

The first week of July marks the beginning of the Great Heat whic!
remains unbroken for practically two months, Floods of perspiration
descend without cessation day or night, There is no dryness anywhere
but within,

By the middle of July the more fortunate have escaped from the in-
tolerable heat. Ginling faculty and Nanking commnity scatter widelys
to travel in Japan; to summer in Nogiri, Japan: to study Chinese,
sight-see or shop in Peiping; to swim at Tsingtao or Beitaihoj to
lounge, hike or attend summer conferences at the favorite mountain re-
sorts = Mokanshan or Kuling.

The less fortunate remain until the end of the summer session in
early August, As usual & small group of students remain on the campus
throughout the summer, giving little evidence of their presence, hows
ever, until sunset when the strains of their evensong drift over to x
ug at "500" from the farther bank of the willow-shaded pond behind
the Guest Hall,

July tenth finds me on a Chinese river steamer starting on my five
hundred-mile trip interior by way of the Yangtze River to Hankow, Over
all but a small portion of the deck sprewl the deck passengers, Chi-
nese military, who sleep, eat and play in these crowded quarters,
Three times a day I make my way over bare legs and human bodies, stro
bodding, riece bowls, teapots and basins, through smells and creepin-
ahd flyling things to the dining saloon. At Kiukiang I am transferrc
b0 a cabin forward, The tiny deck space is hardly ever out of the sun
and not a breath of air stirs over the river. The trip upriver is
lengthened by the necessity of stopping to attach ourselves to a hulk
which we help tow from Tatung to Hankow,

July fourteenth « A six-<hour train ride on the Hankow~Peiping i neo
14 a two~hour climb on foot brings me at the end of the day aftor -
arrival in Hankow to the top of Ki Kung Shan in South Honan just ove-
the border of Hupeh Province, where I spend four and a half weeks of
the summer, This is o favorite summer resort for missionaries from
Hunan, Hupeh, Honan, Kweichow and Szechwon, Since Xi Kung Shan has
been unsafe for several years because of Communist menace, there is
an atmosphere of rejoieing at its again being open for summer resie-
dence as woll cs cautiousness on the part of the many who have had
direct, personal expericnced with Commnist bandits, Long excursione

5, s
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& Bhd Over the surrcunding hills are discouraged to
, ‘Tj“'ﬂ;alﬁipwmy‘&riuriﬁgﬁag'Unn‘uwﬁkanV¢§4ELumgn=z
Bast Valley and once aldne T explore the West Valleys Imte the
itor but attractive Worth Valley T Jook longingly for aiy 'sign of
REkad “g‘ but all app petcaful except the forts amd the-
ment ‘¢ dlers who guard 'the h1ll and Gen, Charig Hsueh«Rlang's

' A'segregation policy on the pnrt of the Chirese govermment has
divided X1 Kung Shan into bhree commnitios: Missionary Valleygy Busi-
ness Valley, and the ChHinese Sommindty, ThHe Missiondry Republic has a -
commi ttee form of government, problems of ‘taxation, of sanitatiem; of
recﬁbntidh. and so forth, being managed by a General Purposes Commit-
tody o ‘ ot bsmid

. K31 ‘Shan 11ke Mokanshnn and Kuling 18 a éenter for summer rell
gious sonfersnees. Nineteen or more differént missiens are ropresentc
this ' summier, sixteen “of which are LutHeran « Norwegian, Swedish, Indo-
pendent, United’Luthormn,-nuthoran United, and so forth, The 'two ‘spe-
gial speckers at this swmmer's conferonces avre Frénch Oliver and Rewv,
Mellonbruch, Lifc dnd thought among this group is extpemely conservo-
tive; but thore is gonuine sharing of inspiration and ‘renewal of
Christian followship in the common expérience of & Peligious revival
in these interior provinces, Music on ‘many instruments and partieular-
ly religious songs in tho languages of northern Buropée are o 'rieh and
powerful elemont in this asummer's exnerience.

The . Imtheran School for forcign c¢hildren provides o neteworthy
share of the cultural and ree¢rentional ackivitics of the community,
Thorce is an excellent school orchestra under . the direction of Rev,
Anderson, principal of theo séhool, The students participate in athlet-
ic tournaments, in religious exercises, and éoricerts, With charactere
iatic Amorican initiotive, somec of the bovs are ongaged in small busi-
ness entorprises, such as a drug store, a bBerber shop, lee eroam and
candy soclling. .

My greoat achlovement for the summer iIs the reading of a French
grammar ond of Loti's "Leos Peocheurs des Islandess"

On August sixtgenth in the company of my baggage carrior I descend
the mountnin, rcturn to Haonkow, and after three days iIn' that.heotbed,
smbark tn the British ship "Tatung® for Vanking. At noon of theé sets=
ond doy I roAch Ginling to find myself the second arrival among fore
clgn faculty mombers, Despite the continuance of the oxcessive heat
we struggle with entranec teosts which the Ministry of Education ro=-
quires. to be given in August, We do & minimum of housckeoping while v
furniture clutters the corridors and windows stand open to let the
sticky now paint dry, As ench new arrival is announced the amahs brir
a somblonee of order into tho ncodod room, Transient guests of summor
aeguaintance whom roturning membors: of the family bring into this
molee reescive but scant hogpitality, I'm afraid,

With the usual grinding of wheels college opons during the Tirst
woock In September and classes got under woays An ontering elass of 73
froshmon brings the total onroilmont this year up to 213, of whom 4]
arc from povernmont middle schodls, 28 from privete schools, ah@ 147
from mission schools, The avernge age of tHe studonts 1s 21 yoears, Ih
addition to students from twelve provinces of China we have two Overe
soas students and throc forcign studonts. The policy of cooporation
botweon Ginling ond tho University of Nanking brings an Inereasing
numbor of mon students to our classes, Thre¢ attond my closs in Con-
tomporary Poetry and one my sophomore English ¢coursos, A corrosponding
numbor of girls tqyo work ot the University with thc rosult that
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OPIE OF 0nq._SomoStok, STHeq tHE TIFYE twa Jonrs of resindd Jor
English arc Targoly langunge study, thosc units are planned fo
niors nnd soniors °‘5€bf ¥, but ‘the ¢1nssos tne Tidé also ' mumbor of
ttudonts “who aro not ‘B glish 'mfors, AlY of tho oloct VquPurnééjqrtor-
ofl In bno scmogtor dodl with' one Targe fiold of Iiterature, For examplc,
we arg taking this semestor ‘tho ‘Gontomporary period from about 1890
with courses in' contomporary British ond American pootry, ‘contempdrar:
Jr0ose ‘and contomporary dramn, The samo students do not necessa i
take all'of thoSc coursds,” but the English majors and Gthows 1n fny of
thoso classcs Who cloct to do s ‘moct topother In'a fourth group which
1s called o culturnl YHokgrounds ‘sominsr, T this gsemingr ‘we try' thru
a sorics of 1d¢tures dnd discussiohs to discover what are ‘the movemonts
historical, deconomic, and social, and what the tronds in philosophy,
misic and art of tho last fifty yoars. For the locturbs in ‘other fioclad:
we havd "drawn upon mombors of various dopartmentsy We of ‘tho English
department arc now facod ‘with the problom of showing the interrelation
of those 'movemonts with British and American 11torature of the period.
Noxt somester wo arc proposing to donl with Continental ‘Buropean libte: -
ature and In tho following two som stors with English literature of &
silxteconth ‘throtigh the ninctconth centuries, The ‘ocxporiment has proved
stimiIating ond Instructive to us nt any rate, whether or not 4t mar¥:
any great cducationdl ddvanco,

In Octobor the misie dopnrtmont has 1¢s birthday celobratod by tho
prescentation during a spocial birthday dinner of an original operotta
callod "Tho Phantom of tho Opora,." Throe mombers of tho muasic departe
ment have Oetobor birthdays and ‘mine, coming in the snme month, is
Jjointly eolobratods A misical momu 1s sorved. The cook achleovos his
mastorplece in or four-storey birthday cake which is brought in, sur-
@ounted by a lightod candle, st the ond of tho feast, One end of the
"s00" dining room Is uscd Tor tho porformance of the operotta, The can-
dlc footTights shod n soft 1light upon tho sconc from their station in
a row of persimmonse The 1ndi-s of the msic department arc first shown
whon iIn ocarly childhood tho love of Opora was born. In the succceding
oplsodes that Iove grows, but over thom hangs thc shodow of the phantom
of the opors who pursucs thom plotting his rovenge, In o final seono
at Ginling on a Beturday night his rovenge 1s complote,” and he ohpr-roe
in a dance of vietory over thom. Tho play ¢losos with - dramntie (01
molodramittic) apponl by tho othor dopartmonts for an opera to bec com=
poscd by tho music dopartment itsclf,

A more serious dramatie performonce émtitlod "Our Noighbours! Noods"
is ‘givon by tho membors of the Ginling Y, W.C.A, on Sunday cvening, Oc-
tobor 28the This 1s tho day for the annunl appeal to the students and
faculty for funds to carry on tho Y.W. program for the yoar, A presonir -
tion of the story of the Good Samaritan 1s followed by o realistic pro-
sontntion ‘of the nocds of o poor family in our own neighborhood. The
Collogo ¥.W. has a' budgot of $1319, of which noarly $8oo in gifts 1is
rlodged this ovoning, $747 1s to bo spent in ¥rying t0 losson the igh~-
reneo In our neighborhood through tho Day School, women's mootings, -
the Sunday School, $200 1sa nssiinod to trying to relicve sicknose !
tho ciinfe and’ tho bath housoe, $100 goos to helping pooplo 4n ndoc
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moans of charity, $50 is a missionary gift to the Yunnan misslioh. $180
is“for thé prémotion of' folloWwsHip with students in Na: g through
tho "Chrisfian Studonts? Union; “in China through the National Y.W.; ar-
fn “fHo world through mombership ‘4n the World Student Christian Fodor: -
tion, "$42 1s Intonded for helping promote fellewship ‘within the Coll. ©
through the work of tho ‘dovotional and socinl ‘committecs,

~The Socinl Sorvice Soction of ‘tho Woman*s Club of ‘which T dm n ‘mc -
be¥ his'n sorvico ‘program which 'fncludes assistdnco “in ‘maintaining o
b ‘th"housc for the poor at tho Ming Déh Socidl Conter, support of o
modfeal éaso workor nt tho Univorsity Hospital, froe hospital care fo-
the 'peor,"” support of a bonrding héme oxporiment enrriocd on undér the
dircetion of tho Ginling sociology dopartmont, assistanco in giving
trnining in wool-woaving to a group of formor silk wenvers who would
othorwisd be unompléycd becausc of tho slump in tho silk Industry., Th.
total budget for this yonr is $2500 which 1s raiscd largély among tho
missionary community, that is from o group of people who recoive for
thelr yoars of training, oxporionce and service hardly more¢ than a
barc 1living nnd the privilege of being ongaged in a work for which ron-
oy will nover paye

Novombor 25 = Wo have onjoyed ngain this wock reports given by Mr,
Shophérd, Excéutive Scerectary of the Christian Rural Service Union in
Ii Chuan, Kiangsi, of the progress of the Kiangsi project of rural
reconstruction in the areas retaken by the Government' forces from the
Commmnists, This is a Christian projecft undertaken at the réquest of
and sponsored by the Chinese Govermment, Pwo Ginling girls ‘are 4n the
work at ‘Li Chusn, girls of keen minds and character. This work is draw-
ing to 1t men and women of the finest tvpe, college graduates, who are
making for their own people the same sacrifices, meeting the same objec-
tions from friends and relatives, and working under the same difficul-
ties as did’'the early missionaries:; Their first task is to win confi-
~"nce among people who have been twice deceived and exploited, by the

runists and by the Chinese army. They live among the country peoplc

1 recelve, in money, only enough to supply them with food and coar:so
cotton clothing, Yet Mr, Shepherd speaks with high praise of their er-
thusiasm, thelr loyalty to the work, their high-minded and high-prin-
cipled contribution to the 1life of the group and the people whom they
are there to help., Here is young China truly carrying on to others
according to thelr need the Life which they themselves have received
In their years of Christian education,

Early in November our own new Community Center for our neighborhood
people is dedicated, It 1s a modest gray brick house, Chinese style,
with an auditorium and, adjoining, a small reading room. The money hes
been rgised by the Ginling students, The new building is a mate to the
Day School built a number of years ago and is within the same court.
Here are also the clinic and bath house, Among the regular activities
that are conducted are industrial work for boys and men, an elementary
school for girls, women's meetings, Sunday School, Sunday church ser-
vice in which the Nanking Union Theological Seminary students take
part, farmers' meetings, #nd an English class for older boys of the
neighborhood. In this last-named work two hours a week with the Boys!
Club I find some of the liveat work of my week,

November fourth and fifth are festal days at Ginling, The celc - -
tion of Founder's Day is made the occasion B$8r the dedication of +' >
two new buildings, Chapel-Music Hall and Library-Administration Build-
ing whieh we have occupied since last spring. On both Sunday anl Mon<
day afternoons there are special axercises in the Chapel with adademic
"wocessions and distingulished speakers, I look from my seat among the
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- faculty on the platform out over a bank of orysanthenxJ&iﬁ 4crowd-
ed auditorium; The ceremonial black of the students' dresses with their
plain straight lines, the dark earnest faces of the entire audience,
the brown pews and rear balcony give an atmosphere of almost sombre
solemnity to the occasion, brightened by the rich red of the massive
pillars and the red, blue, green, white, black, and gold desigrs of
the ornate and colorful beams overhead, Of the whole group, students,
alumnae, and guests, but three have gray or white hair and they are
foreigners, To this audience Dr, T.H.P. Sailer, Ph.,D,, of New York
City gAves his stirring address, emphasizing the place of responce in
true education, a resronse directed and controlled b~ purpose wkich
in turn must be outgoing in human relations, a response which mgst be
in proportion to the depth and breadth of purposes and sympathies,

Again on Monday afternoon alarge ocudience assembles for the Fcrmnl
Opening at which distinguished guests representing the city of Naniiug,
the Ministry of Education, and various universities are present, The
speakers are the Hon, H.H.Kung, Vice President of the Executive Yuan
and Minister of Finance; Mr., Wang Shthchi, Minister of Education, and
Dr, Hu Shih, prominent leader of the literary revolution in China, Wit
characteristiec Chinese eloqi ence and humor these three speakers hold
the attention of their audience as they speak respectively of the plec
of literature and music in higher education, of the need for beauty as
well as practicability in college buildings that are to be permanent
Institutions, and of the gains and losses, the opportunities and oblj-
gations, that have come to women with modern education.

Over three hundred students and alumnae, faculty and former member:
of the staff, and friends of.the College are present at the Founder's
Dny Banquet in the Guest Hall on Satuslday evening, A simple Chinese
meal in keeping with the principles of the New Life Movement i1s serve
After the toasts and singing of class songs, the history of the Ginlir
buildings is presented in the auditorium through"an original presento-
tion of a dramatic nature” entitled "If Bukldings Spoke,"

The formal opening of the auditorium is celebrated on Monday eve=-
ning with a conecert by two soloists and College students,

December 2, 1934 - The one serious obstacle to our complete enjoy=-
ment of our new buildings at this season of the year is that as yet
there i1s no heat, Our own well water is so hard that it cannot be used
in the new central heating plant, and we can expect no heat until af-
ter due deliberation the connection with city water can be made, Mean-
while I spend as many of the hours between classes as possible in
own room a4t East Court which has a southecrn exposure and which I am
heating somewhat more successfully this year with a small kerosene oil
heater, We are two foreign and eleven Chinese faculty members who *--
at East Court now, 2 very congenial and happy group, in spite of or
perhaps bocause .of our sharing of these rather primitive living condi-
tions,

I have hnd my white "hospital" furniture painted ivory to match the
cream=colored plaster walls, Mauve curtnins and green cushions lend
colors The floor covering is a Nanking grass rug, a natural center ar-
dark brown border, My table and extra chairs, also Nanking products.
nro. of wicker, My asparagus fern was carefully kept through the sumicr
by tho gardener and returned to me in the fall with many vigorousz now
shoots, Won't yousit by my firec and take a cup of tea while you shnre
your expcriences with me? A letter would help to create the illus’-n,

To you, each and all, my very best wishes for Xmas and the Now Voar,

r1€2 : . 6244241, Sincerely yours,
37% : (ffk Ectiar E. Tap it

v /P 3K

IHY




! [F1EE()§L'\/E?E) Ginling College

Nanking, China
JAN 8 q038 December 1, 1935

M,
it 3 MISS M. E. HODGE

Once more as those lettors g0 out I should 1lils to throw open the
door to every one of you and welcome you in out of the night of dise
tance to the warmth of close fellowship an The desire
for a fellowship of

viding years and se per, particularly as our own work of
creating international understanding becomes inc reasingly difficult,

For from this:

Advent Sunday « an early morning Communion service = Beauty, Si-
lence, Peace - pPreparations for the coming of the Prince of Poeace

we turn to face this:

An Alr Defense Program - a series of air daid drills beginning
on Thanksgiving Night - g city in darkmess except for powerful search
lights whieh Sweep the sky for bombing planes from which drop red,
vhite, and green flares - the rapid fire of machine guns, the roap
of planes flying between roofs and low=hanging clouds = not yvet in
Nanking the sight ang cry of wounded nor flames from the burning mate
sheds of refugees or from the turned-up roofs of new government
buildings - but country people gglita
real significance they

military nursing for al : military training for

men, as a nation of ove prepares for War prepa~
rations at length to ro

Heaven" who proclaim that
maintain the peace of the. Or

A nation which makes suave off'icial denials of intervention in
China's internal affairs while under actual, and threatened further,
military occupation her armies direct the estahlishment of an autone
omous government in the North; a nation so pathetically eager for the
approval of the world that she spends milliona of yen to bring influe-
ential forei gardens, her palaces,
and her other T s € for her own position
that she bans ¢ which might give her
people any other version of the truth than that which she herself
chooses to publish, nemely, that China 1s chaossy a nation, finally,
which for the supplies of cobton and c0pper,=-‘\harmless-appearing
arti¢les aof trade, but cssential for the making of gunpowder, depends
upon the people of my nation and of Great Britain « my nntion which
washes her hands of other nations! wars and one of whose senators is

reported to have saids Mioc ape a Christian nation: to Hell with
Furopel"

We have been reading Milton for sevepal weeks in my poetry clase,

nd the Hy On the Mornin of Christ's Nativity is fr
I am teﬁ51

and Justie
werc come to men, While I am not enough of a fatalist to agree with
M1lton that "wisest Fate" 1s
a better social order, I do b
its infaney in these countrie
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'Of persecution and willingness to sacrifice "redeem our loss" - our
foilure to live the truth we hnd but did not realize, We have on
good author ity the news of imprisonment, without charge, and torture

of forty Christian leaders in Manechuria, some of whom have since been
released,

This year has been a memorable one for me in meny ways, beginning
with my visit to Tsingtao the last week in January to attend the
annual meeting of our mission there, while with fireerackers and
drums and feasting the throngs welcomed the Chinese New Year, Cone
tinuing through a busy spring and rising to a peak again with my
return to Connecticut for four weeks in the summer, it is now ending
after a more joyous and blessed period of activity than I have pre=-
viously experienced at Ginling,

I cannot describe all the events of the year in detail, There werd
occ asional periods of depression, due to fatigue, loneliness, physigal
discomfort, and economic pressurey the sense of loss in long periods
of absence from family, friends, and the life of my own country; the
feeling of inadequacy, of futility almost, in trying to feed multi-
tudes with our pitifully small gifts of rice, of learning, of the
Spirit,

On the other hand we have many reasons for cont ment and joy:
Ginling College has now celebrated her twentiet birthday anni-
versary, The student body i1s more than twenty times that of the first

year, crowding our dormitories to the doors and even to the railings
of the porches, .

A gift of $10,000 from two alumnae makes possible the building of
an infirmary, much-needed since the new road cut through the campus,

leaving the little temporary structure previously used stranded on
the opposite bank,

The persimmon trees, a prized pecan tree, and sycamore trees that
lined the front driveway were unhappily lost to us when the city
road-~bullding project was carried out, Since the roads are unfinished
and the autumn season hes been rainy, the campus is Bounded on two
sides by beds of wet clay, This 1s part of the cost of the system of
wide, modern highwavs which are following the course of the o0ld moat
and are cutting through hills in which the potteries of the Pangs and
Sungs and Mings have lain buried for so many centuries,

With new streets come new and better buildings -~ large clean stores
with show windows of glass instead of 1little dingy shops boarded up
at night, The grocery stores are expanding and increasing in number -
especlally those which deal in foreign goods, The Danish, Duteh,
Swedish, German, American, and British labels on tinned goods indi-
cate an increasing foreign population, but a greater variety of Chi-
nese brands are in demand as exchange fixed at a little over three
to one brings higher prices on foreign products, To give just one
example, Austrglian butter at thirty-eight cents a quarter pound must
compete with an almost equally good Chinese brand selling at thirty
cents a quarter pound,

To Americans accustomed to compulsory education children dressed
ir neat unjforms with book-bags slung from their shoulders may not be




DEC T
1985

the inspiring sight they are to us who are seeing China's illiterate
eighty~five per cent, adults and children, within a few years becom=
ing a nation at school, Several new government primary schools have
been built in Nanking, and it is no uncommon sight to meet crowds of
children in the street, coming from school at noon or at five o'clock
in the afternoon at the end of a long school day, Indeed, in the ef-
fort to educate the youth of China quickly the Ministry of Education,
we feel, 1s over-burdening children with study and rigid government
examinations,

With life so cheap, child 1life in particular has not been tenderly
dealt with iIn China., The Government Child Welfare Program which is
recelving special emphasis this year 1s, therefore, welcome evidence
at least of official recognition of the importance of child health,
The Nanking Woman's Club social service budget 1s appropriated this
year to varlous projects supporting the Ch:1d Welfare Program, In
addition to these, the Club has made loans from an iIndustrial fund to
such projects as the Ricksha Cooperative and the Nanking Weaving and
Tailoring Cooperative,

The natiomal health program as outlined by the Bureau of Health
provides for state medicine and requires the registration eof all nurse
ing schools giving recognized diplomas, Nanking has a large govern-
ment health canter with hospital, research library and laboratories,
nurses'! training school, pill manufactory, and factory for making
models for health education, :

In other ways, too, trained Chinese themselves are assuming seeial re-

sponsibility for their own peophe: in raising money for national fame
ine relief and for a new local Y.W.C.A, bullding, Recently a team of
three Chinese == Agting-President Chen of Fukien Christian University,
Miss Tseng, founder and principal of I-Fang School for Girls in Chang-
sha, abd Dr, Tu, Head of the Physics Department in Shanghai University
came to Nanking in the course of a tour of the principal cities of
China to hold a series of religious meetings, This was in e¢omnection
"ith the Youth and Rgliglon Movement inauvgurated by the Y.M.C.A. a
vear and a half ago,

These are but glimpses of the process-of reconstruction which is
spreading ever more widely throughout China and penetrating ever more
deeply the life of her people, and which given a few years respite
fgom war and natural calamities, would not only bring a life worth
1living to multitudes of people now in the starvation quota, but would,
I am sure, free the nation for a far grenter international contribu-~
tion.

I do ask you to sharc my interest and my hopes in this new year for
a people whom I have learned to love, as I hope through you to keep
open the conduits to the homeland, for which my affection has not
cooled, Cordial personal greetings to you and every good wish for the
vear 19361

Sincerely yours,

¢ Zapposrd




GINLING COLLEGE
NANKING CHINA

Miss Esther Tappert of the English
Department of Ginling College, was

one of a party to make the first trip
by automobile from Nanking in Krangsu
Province to Chengtu in Szechnan Province.
!'iss Tappert in 1937-1938 is teaching
in the government University at Chung-
king, China., This is a report of her
summer trip and her winters teaching
experience, Written for the Ginling
College faculty.

Dear Friends:

"The advantage of planning a vacation in West China this summer.is that at
least we cannot be evacuatedi" Thus, in my confident assurance that things in China are
never as bad as they sound, I replied to queries of my Chinese associates and housemates
as to whether it would be advisable for me to take the proposed 2300-mile automobile
trip from Nenking to Chemgtu in distant Szechuan. Already in late July the Lukouchiao
incident in the North ancd threats to Peiping made discussion of places of safe-keeping
for deeds and valuables and preparation of packed suitcases for hasty evacuation = topic
with a forward as well as a backward 1ilt. The idea of evacuation for me, however, ther
as always before seemed preposterous, as indeed it does now for different reasons: for
althourh we had heen prepared b earlier events for troullc in the North, we gave to
schools there the sympathy of those who have weathcred successive periods of unrest but
do not anticipate immediate further disturbance, 'illinr to compoomise, however, I put
away somewhat more carefully than I had intcnded doing thc clothing and books in my room,
lut less carefully than in the preceding summer when I left for Japan and Korea. The
trip == for seven people traveling in two sedans, a ncw Chevrolet and an old Ford, carr-
irg bedding rolls, food baskets, suiteascs, spare tires, surplus tins of gas for long
stretches when gas would be either non-obtainable or sold at threc dollars a gallon, boz
cameras, Kodaks, and moviec cameras, an altimctcr, thormos bottles and a gallon water Jug
straw sun hats, three Pckincse pups, etc.-- nccessitates a minimum of personal baggage
summer things and not of thc best quality.

The trip was planned to takc ten days to bc followed by a climb up Omei Shan
and for thos. of us who werc rcturning to schools in Spptember, & weck's journey by
steamer through the Yangtze Gorges to Ichang, Hankow, and thenec to Nankings Allowing
for unexpccted delays, road difficulties, and playing by the way, thc month of August
promised a suitablc rangc of timc. Papcr plans werc made, but we werc all adjustible tc
sudden shifts of plan, controlled or uncontrolled by mcmbers of our partys Removed from
all knowledgc of the progross of thc war - for we were over two woecks without newspaper:
radio, letters, or any communication with the world beyond the villages and towns we
passed = we gypsiod through six provinces: Kiangsu, Anhwei, Kiangsi, Hunan, Kweichow,
and Szechuan, passing through the provincial capitals, Nanchang, Qungsha, Kweiyang, and
ending in Chengtu.

Our plans provided for six out of tcn nights at mission stations or schools;
the rest we expccted would be spent rathor uncomfortably in Chincsc inns or possibly
temples, although wc knew that much of thc country wus undcvelopod and temples would
not bc as numorous or as dosirablc as in thc East. Car diffioultics - our rocord da
told a telc of six flats on thc Ford (equippcd with ncw tires beforc lcaving Nanking ;
one on thc Chevrolcet, and onc haul of thc Ford out of a diteh cntered to cscape a heavi.
ly loadcd whoolbarrow which was turncd dircetly in front of the car - delays at the
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ferries, courtcsics to the Bishop, and idling alonz thc road taking movics, swimming,
cooking Chincse food at waysidc food shops, and so forth, lengthcned the total num=

Eer of"dnys from Nanking to Chengtu to twenty-two. A record of thc first sixtcen
camps" indicates what our hotel convaiicnces werc:

July 31st, Aug.l, China Travel Rest Housc, Huangshan, Anhwei

Aug.2nd, Girls' School, Kintechen, Kiangsi (iron beds without mattresses, inhabited)

Aug,.3rd, sampan at o ford, Huangechingpu, Kiangsi

Aug. 4th, open country necar P'ing Hsiang, Kiangsi

Aug. 5th-6th, Humc house, Yali Middle School, Changsha, Hunen( iron beds without
springs or mattress, but uninhabitcd

Aug. 7th, bus station yard, Yi Yang, Hunon

Aug. 8th, bus station yard, Ma Ti Tang, Hunan

Aug, 9th, Sampan, Wang Hsien, Hunan

Aug. 10th, Ford and Chovrolet, ncar Chen Yuen, Kwcichow

Aug. 11th, Ford, Chcvrolet and stone wall, ncar Lung Li, Kweichow

Aug. 12th, Chinesc hotel, Kweiyang, Kweichow

Aug. 13th, temple uscd as military hcadquarters, Teo Pa Shui, Kweichow

Aug. 14th, Chcvrolct, Ford, under a cliff, guardhouse, somewherc in Kweichow

Aug. 15th, roadsidc on the Chungking Hills, Szechuan

Not oven the rcfugees can equal what we did for fun, I think. Not that we
chosc thesc weird places by design; the word hurry was simply dropped from our travcl
vocatulary during the doytime and nightfall found us always mony milcs from wherc we
had thought we might be, with the result that no day - or night - failcd of novel in-
torcsts A fow jottings from my diary kcpt along the way - intcrsperscd with rccords
of miloage and gas consumcd - will suggest particular experiencos:

Aug. 5th, 6:00 A. M. start from camp beside thc road. Stop for breakfast
about 8:00. Men stay with thc Ford to locatc slight engine troublcy girls drive back
to thc town for hot watcr and "shao ping". Questioncd at the gate by guords; two go
on through thc torm hut fail to find the "shao ping". Coffe and fruit bcside the road.
Furthor consultation over thc condition of the Fords. Nicknames to datc: Thc Prince
(nlso called The Russian becausc of his beard); thec Babe, our scventecn=yoar old; the
Pauper (Bishop) pcrhaps so called becausc of his attire; Kitty and Mag; Imo; Quecn
Esther. Stop in the sun beside men threshing ecrain into a wooden boat-shaped bin;
further treatment of the Ford. Ford into a ditch because of a barrow; an hour and a
half's effort with Chevrolet and tow ropes; load spread out in the middle of the road,
Mag typing, others eating watermelon, blazing heat, crowding villagers. DMen from the
post office final'y give the shove which brings out the Ford. Baggage reloaded. Next
stop because we discover we are on the wrong road - 120 miles out of our way, Next
stop flat on the Ford. Almost out of gas. Back to the cross-roads, 3:15 P.M. Stop
for lunch in a bamboo grove. On at 4:20 P.l. Stop at 4:30 for another flat on the
Ford. 7300 P.li. One more flat on the Ford at the border of Kiangsi and Hunan. Letters
from the Road Commissioner in Nanking pass us without the payment of tax. Ferry cross-
ing. 9:00-11:00 P.M. Flats on the Ford: one up, the other down. After consultation
the luggage is shifted; the Chevrolet goes on toward Changsha, leaving Pauper to bring
the Ford in on the rims., Puncture on the Chev. at 1:00 AyM. All scramble out to
change the wheel. I:15 continue toward Changsha. Another ferry at about 2:00 A.M. is
dashing, but the spirit of the party is not broken. A cheerful ferryman responds to
the oall and the ferryboat is towed over by means of a launch attached to the.side.
Parley at the gates of Changshe; presentation of cards secures entry to the city
through gates protected by barbed wire. Gates of the Yali Middle School at 2:45 A.M.
Three wait in the car while three make inquiries at the hospital across the way..The
hospital refuses to take us in as patientss Further efforts at the Middle School
rouse Mr. Lao and his daughter, who immediately offer water for face washes and tinned
milke The Hume house is opened for us. Hot water for baths. Sleep on yu bu (oil cloth.
and sheets spread on iron beds without mattresses. Retire about 5:00 A.M. Pauper
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drives the Ford on rims until one rim goes to pieces. Repairs one tire but has no
other inner tube. Drives on until, in trying to close a rattling door, hec lets one
front wheel slide gently) over the edge of the road into a ditch. Chevrolet returns
with newly repaircd wheels and the two cars come into Changsha at 5:00 P.M. of Aug. 6th.

Auge 7the Cross ferry at Yi Yang at nightfall and drive through narrow
streets lined with thousands of Chinese, looking for Germen missionary and the Fu Ying
T'ang (chapel). Failing, we turn back. Policc made suspicious by our drive through
the city refuse to let us pass until papcrs and passports are produces. Appcal to high~
or officers = all that the town afforded -afiter about an hour's argumcnt removes the cor-
don of police, who lower bayoncts and allow us to pass. A few minutes' talk at the bus
station where it is possible to get at road passes and passports makes everything friend
ly again; we arc assurod that it has all been for our protcoction and arc invited to a
rcstaurant for a moal. Most of us courtecously doeline and whilec Pauper docs the honors,
we.prepare to slecp in the yard of the bus station. The yard is enclosed by a high
wooden foncee The nen slcep on a sampan on the rivers

Aug. 9th. Get up at 3:30 A.M, in order to get the right of way on one=way
road to Yuan Ling. Leavc at 4:15 A.M. Drivc with spotlight only over winding mountain
road, Pass hundreds of soldicrs on the march, Stop after an hour for morning coffee
by starlight, Sing two morning hymns. Beautiful sunrise with ray cffect. Continual
sharp curves

Aug. 10th. Search for overnight camping place: Temple near cave found too
dirtye Make our beds in .a river valley carcfully removing large pebbles. Sky beccomes
ovoreast. Campfire under an umbrella to cook mushrooms, becans, and corn while rain
soaks our beddings Decide to slecep in the cars < four ladies and Jim in the Chev. and
the men in the Ford. Wet clothcs, muddy bedding trailed through plinted fidds and bushe
between river bed and road. Flashing lights surgcst bandits,; but we decide they arc mor
afraid of us that we of them. Additional mosquito bites plus discomfort of our position
dispose us for little sleep. Risc at 5:40 A.M. to swim in the rivcr and search for, tree
surcs lost when ‘bedding wos hastily gathorcd up the nisht befores

Aug. 11th. Roads with prceipitous drops, hairpin and near circle
curves, steep, rough , hardly graded, and wrongly banked, Darkness crecps on, but we
hope to makc Kweiyoang today. Drivc without lirhts until it is impossiblc to see the
ronds Then on with spotlirht and lirht of stars and new moon. No headlights burning or
the Fords Fifty miles or more into Kweiyang of tor dark but we deecide to try it. F. sit
on o cushion thc bettor to peer at the road aheads I give Left or Right commands as 1
dimly see turmss The Ford lcads the way throurh the last walled town before Kweiyang.
We onll ourselves fortunate not to be stopped, for thc town is full of soldiers. Just
beyond the town we stop at a pass to wait for thc other cars Great drowsiness. After o
hour's wait we docide that the Chev. is in trouble and decidc with somo hesitation to re
turn to helpe Wo arc stopped by a guard just outside tho city, who courtcously asks our
busincss and then lets us go on our waye. Again we go through thc city and find the Chev
halted a littlc beyond, having burned out a light fusc. Aftcr consultation wc decide to
romain therc by thc roadside for thc night. Throc slcep in the cars and ‘he rest on the

samc dirty yu bu by thc road sides

Aug. 12th.. Awakoned beforc dayllght by marching soldicrss Thoughts of a gooc
breckfast stir us to losc no time in gotting on into Kweiyong. The Cheve leads off. At
the last minute, Jingo, the malc Pokincsc, fails to appcars Scarch in the ficlds and
nearby farmhouscs doesn't bring him to light. P. drives back in thc Ford through thc
l1ast linos of soldicrs but rcturns without thc dog. The Chev, somes back and efter con-
sultation goos back agein and shortly appcears with thc dog which had becon picked up by
onc of the soldicrs,. Happincss is rcstorcd and the start for Kweiyong is finally made.
Moviocs of thousands of soldicrs marching, riding, pushing bundles, carrying bedding and
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hugc pots,and so forth. A lovely viow of Kweiyang. in thc morning. Aged lMr. and kirs.
Cocil=Smith of thc C.I.¥. reecivc us into their quaint littlc home. Luggago is brought
out and aircd and dricds The Oceil-Smiths provide o fine broakfast and lunchs

Aug. 13th., A friendly truck driver whom we met at a ferry crossing near
Yuan Ling on the 9th, and who waited for us at Wang Hsien, another ferry, turns up
again as a good Semaritan in Kwelyang. The ord renérator and brakes are still im~
perfect.... Ferry at about 6:20 P.M. Very muddy stream with swift current through a
picturesque gorge. Darkness falls before we reach the opposite shore. Difficult gett-
ing on and off wet planks. Only spotli~ht on the Ford and electrie lamp for the Chev.
No headlights. Jim directs from the hood. Six-mile drive up and down precipitous
mountain road in drizzle to next village. Stop in the ‘village but find no bus station.
Take counsel to decide whether to drive on 48 miles to the next village with an inn
or sleep on tables where we are. Have decided to do the latter when officer comes
along snd invites us to his quarters to spend the night. We accept with surprised
gratitude and exompany him to his office in an old temple now used as a primary school.
Of ficer was in the 19th Route Army in Shanghai, is a pgreat admirer of Chiang Kai-shek,
and takes seriously his responsibility to protect us.

Aug. 14th, At 1:00 A.lN. three women rise with one accord and with flaslights
and candle examine sheets and bu, then pick up our bedding and move down to the cars,
leaving Maggie to finish the n zht on her bed on the floor undisturbed. Having parked
the cars next to the drain, mosquitoes arc large and plentiful..s Range of elevation
today 2600-4600 feet. From the hiphest level reached, down through the gorge- the
most beautiful scenery yet found = gorrocs, stroam, waterfalls, clouds, mists, rockse.
Stop at a waterfall to watch sunset clouds and teke movics. Feel we must move on
since darkness is near and we have no camp for the night." Stop under a towering
cliff to see a new view. Decide to spend the night here,” about a quartoer of a mile
from the next wvillagc. Sleop in an old guardhousc, in tho cars, and under the cliff
after supper cooked and caten in a dry spot under thc cliff, Purchase of errs brings
offors of all that thc village affords and again fricndly contacts with simple, kindly
people. Waterfoll several hundred fe .t high with deep potholcs. Anothor watcrfall in
a cave in oppositc sidc of the wvalley, apparcntly inacessible from thc roads

Aug. 16th. Spend thc night,about 1:00-4:00 A.M., on the Chungking Hills
lookin~ for the village and pagoda which were to dircct us to fricnds' homes. Drive
on and on around dizzying turns up ranges of hills. Decidc to spend the rest of the
night on thc road. Yu=-bu are quickly sprcac on tho roadside or in cars at 4:00 A.M.
and we sleep from onc to two hours until daybreck. Arisc in sunshine, all watches
stopped. Hastily gathor up yu-bu and arc off in lcss than half emn hour. The village
and paroda arc casily found by doylight about cight 1i beek. Inquiries result in di-
roetions to thc Rapes' housc ancd wo take scdan chairs to thc top of thc hill. Baths
and breakfast keep scrvants busy for thc morning. Ve were told aftecrwards that e
neighbor's cook took us for rcfugees = "They lookcd so poor anc 80 dirty and werg
slocping in the roadl"... War news is alarming. Hear of bombins of Shanghal and kille
ing of Frank Rawlinson and daughter, of blockading of Hucngpoo, of Japanese bombing
of HNanking.

After several days' delay in Chungking because high waters had damaged the
banks o the Yangtze so that ferry crossing was impossible, we succeesed in getting
the cars across the river and drove on to Chengtu, arriving there on August 2lst.
To return to Nanking by September lst was still a fixed resolve in our minds; exile
in West Chine e shadow which I regarded with disdain. Delay fr- word from our schools-
Ginling College, Nanking University, and Hwei "n Girls' School - seemed advisable,
however, and I compromised again, although I wanted to aval d specific orders not to
go backe Consequently we hurried up and down Omei Shan in four days of pouring rain,
only to be met in Chengtu by instructions to delay return to Nanking because of gov=
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efnment orders that schools were not to open until September 20th. Urgent telegrams
and letters to the college asking to be allowed to proceed downriver to Nanking were
either lost or received much-delayed discouraging repliess While Ginling was wavering
3;tween the hope of opening in Nanking - very slight - and of opening in scattered unite
crever teachers and students could be got together, I decided to resist consular press
ure (general and never dirccted against me personally) and remain where I was rather
than add myself to the seething refugee population of Hankow where the chances of being
involuntarily evacuated seemed greater than in Szechuan., As days passed it seemed that
the various prospects open to me were: to be an idle financial burden to the college,
to be an unpaid worker at West China Union University, the YiM.C:A., or any of the sev-
eral middle schools (while Ginling continued to support me); to go to 'my own church
mission people in Tsingtao; to leave China; or to accept a full-time teaching pesition
in Chungking University. We had been entertained at dinner with Chancellor ﬁu and Dr.
Lowe of the Engineering School earlier in the summer and heard of their need of a teache
of'English and had just driven in to the university grounds on our way to Chengtu. Dr.
Wu's reply to my letter of inquiry left me free to make the choice that seemed best and
left little hope that I should be needed by Ginling for the first somester at least
I now applied for the position at Chungking University through Bishop Ward, left Chéng-
tu without waiting for his wire telling mc to come, arrived in Chungking oﬁ Saturday
after a two-day ride on the Canadian truck, had an interview with Drs Lowe on Sunday{
-tought thres olasso§ on Monday, September 20th, and signed my contract some time lat;r.

The experience has been decidedly unique for me, the only foreigner on the
staff; for my students - around a hundred and fifty our of a total enrollment of gpyoxi
mately oight hundred - most of whom are boys and havc never bcen taught bc a foreigner;
for the faculty, almost cntirely men, who were concerncd lecst I should not be ablec to
endure the hardships of life undcr rathor primitive conditions here in the country ten
miles out of Chungking Cityl We havc 1iked each other well and save for the constant
concern and pity for what was happening in East and North China, this might have been
one of my happlcst years in this country.

Large numbers of students arc refugees from areas where shools have been com-
pletely destroyed or arc soO restricted in' their logitimate operations that it seemed
morc desirable to leavee. Besides such individual nsfcrs, therc arc over a dozen col:
eges or universitics, 1 am told, which have moved to Szechuan alonces On the Chungking
University campus, a temporary plant has becn built - is still being built - for Nat-
jonal Central University of Nanking. Their buildings were repeatedly bombed, and the
entire university has moved. They number about a thousand studcnts, including Medical
Sechool which has gone to Chengtu. The temporary buildings in which work is going on ai
hastily constructed .shacks rcsembling a lumber camp in a pine grove over-looking the
little rivers, The girls' dormitory is a huge barn-1ike shell which houses (sleerps)
over a hundred girls.. There is no privacy, not cven cloth partitions.’ Yet the girls
checrfully accept the absencc of chairs,.knceling on the floor to practice their
Chinese writing on their beds. Students of Central University have taken the initia-
tive of putting on a concert, in having & Christmes Carol servicc, in starting schools

among the village people.

Of tho situation as it developed in Shanghei and Nanking and other areas 8o
terribly devastated in the fall and more particulary during December and January, we
havc only the seanty and much-dclayed mecssages giving information which you must have
had in newspapers and radio broadcasts long bcfore nows Letters carried out by hand
a through the Embassy from Nenking - no rogular mail servicc yet two months after the
;.ccupation =.arc beginning to comc to us. Up until February fifth only onc foreigner
had been admitted into Nanking and taken out under cscort; two who werc in the city
have been allowed to lcavo. All toll that samc sad story with infinitoc repetitions of
the samc crimes with little variation - hundreds of cascs of rapo and abduction of
womon aged 11 to 72, on the University - propcrty alonc rirht under the shadow of the
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Japanese Embassy; killinr of over 10,000 people in cold blood; systematic looting and
destruetion of shops and private houses; looting oftem carried out with the help of
trucks; robbing of bedding, clothing, and money from the verv poor and forcing them to
carry awy the loot; illegal emtry and looting of the University houses ocecupied by
American staff members, on one ocassion while the occupant was at the Embassy meking his
almost daily protests against criminal offonses on the part of Japanese soldiery;
burning of houses with chemi¢al strips; tearing down of American flags and even of pro-
clamtions posted by the military police of the Japanese Embassy themselyes; failure

to provide adequate military police to control the Japanese soldiers and no genuine
effort to discipline tlom; physical violence and threats with bayonets and pistols a-
gainst Americans who intervened to prevent rape or murder or robbery; killing of 43

out of 54 technical experts at the power plant on the false accusation that they were
govornment employees. Thesc arc facts, undor-estimetes rather then exaggerations, tho~-
roughly investigated by our own people in onc city alone. Add to this the almost com=-
plete destruction of tools or means of livelihood, continual threats against security
of workmen, and rcfusal of thc Japancse military to permit thc shipment of food end
medical supplics from Shanghai although the committee therc had been working on tho
problem as late as January 30th.

.

One docs not wish ‘sensational usc madc of thesc facts. Mercifully tho first
paralyzing horror of it all is rclieved by warmth of fecling for the little few who
stand as the only positivec agents in choos - personal friends kmowm and valued - and by
the urgent nced to alin oncself with thom at whatever cost and in such ways as can be
opened = thc most difficult for me being to remain at this distancc doing "safc" mecthodi-
cal teaching whon vigorous activity is tho motif of my wholc naturce The wrathful in-
dignation which wes so strong at the first hombings has given placc to only a grecat de-
sire to have the Yapanos soldiery go and lcave us free to borin to scrub up the blood
stains they havc tracked all over %Hb " Good Barth" and restorc thc homcs and fruitful
work thcy havc destroyed.

For months we= thc citics of Szecchuan -~ have been receiving rcefugecs in much
the samc¢ order as the poople dowm the river saw them go: first the well=to=do and the
officials who had fricnds or rclatives to receceive them end the means ond quickness to
bring themsclves and their posscssions with them in comfort. For the past two months
we have had students and wivsrs ity faculty membors whosc condition upon arrival and dis-
comforts on thc way werc pitiable cnough, but who arc not without rcsourccs. Well-
qualificd people and such as havc church conncetions arc boing placed in positions as
rapidly as they can bc found or created vherc they can at least live indopendently.
Doctors, nurscs, and teachcrs arc herc in avout as large numbers as the provinee can
absorb them. Unwillingess on thc part of some to go into the coumtry districts whero
pionecr work noccds to be done causcs difficultics and docs not take wcll with the Szech-
wenose who arc trained and with missionarics who have been doing such work for many
yoars. Units of rcfugece universitios and now provisional middlc schools sponsored by
the govermment or bogun by private initiativo of principals whosc schools have been dos=-
troycd will providc for many toccheors out of work. In somc cascs groups from diffcront
schools arc opcning jointly, using such crowded quartcrs as are aveilable until tempo-
rary buildings can be built. “/isely thosc arc not cll concontrated in the large cities,
but arc “eing sprcad out in such small country placcs as Poi Pei, Huang Kuo Shu, Kiating
and so forth,

Stragglers on foot arc no™ beginng to eomc = thosc vho have lost overything
except the elothcs upon their backs, homos burnca, bcedding dropped alons the way be-
couse of wearincss, moncy lcft bechind or stolcen, Thesc peorle wore falrlywcomfortable-
and had wit cnough to "bum" their wey westward on small boats with rcturning soldiors
aftcr wvalking for we_ks - twenty=-scven days, said onc woman doctor traincd in Amcrica
who arrived with hcr family last Thursday. Theso must be fed and houscd and elothed.
Rogular schools ar. opcninc apain after thc lons holideys «nd dormitorics which huve
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boen opened to rofugces are no longer vacanty so the housing problem has bocome.more
coutes We litorally take - tho clothes from our own backs to help them, Fortunatoly I
am worm-bloodcd and shall not suffer this winter; but I haye iolaugh ' -when I think of
the way I am gambling on not nccding thom anothor wintor.  Furthormoro, the numbor of
coats I posscss (only onc less than five yecrs 0ld!) has boen o maftor of censcienco
with mo for somc timo, but my ottachment to a lovely thing is still with me, I find,
The ncw coat made of white wool from our wool-weaving conter in Nonking will probably
be the last to go, though it is quitc uscless to me horc becausc of Chungking smolke and
weather and froquent travel on dirty bussos. Hoving spoken of bringing only summcr
things with me, I should have mentioncd bofore that my two %runks containing winter
bcdding and cssentinl warm clothing werc brought mc by o friend travcling from Nanking
lato in the felle.

Finclly gans are clroady being considered to usc funds of tho Intornational
Famine Relief Committoo for ¢ road-building project if workcrs who ore able and willing
to do that kind of work comc in sufficiont numbors. Building in thc city is going on
at about the samc sealc ns in Nenking during, the post few years, although throats of
air raids scnd poople seattering into the country; so work should be hero for alle What
cmptying of citics in occupicd territoy mill moan is appalling, or will it bc a now coms=
munism fa thc undorpriviledged?

Shops in the city ar full of supplics apparontly brought from placcs cvacuated
downriver. For the first timec English books arc to bec scen on thoe shclves o te Commer=-
cinl Pross in Chungking and I am surc they arc the samc that were shown in Nonking,
cspoecinlly as the Nanking man is here. Wo have o Shanghai bakery shop in the little
market just outsidc of thc Univorsity campus. A market town has sprung up at our very
entrancc within thc past few months,

In thc - western provinces China's hopc for th. futrro is by no mecans doad if
in somc wov tho work of dostruction cun be haltcd beforc the drain from them to support
tho wor becomcs too exhausting; for devclopement of industrics ond communications is
being mightily stimulcted - o dovelopoment wiich will naturally flow back to thc East
when the cets of torrorism and vondalism ccasce

Onc of the most significant things in my summer's cxpericnce was that though
we were travceling frourh undoveloped country and though there wero occasional bandit
scarcs beecausc the protcetion given by thc prescnce of Chincsc soldicrs was being rc-
movcd from thc country, we werc able to go about as we did without fear of being molestc
Lettcrs from government pcople in Nonking invaricbly brought courtcous trcatment and
assurance of protoction which wes effective. The visit of General and Madame Chiang
to Szechuan had made a remarkable impression upon the people and strengthened loyalty
toward the Central Government, To be sure we were surrounded by curious villagers whose
interest in ourselves, our cars, and our dogs became at times annoying, but it was a
friendly curiosity. We were an outfit which would have incited attention even in Americ

Yet over the same roads we traveled and from the same areas through which we
came a few months ago people have fled in terror and esoaped, if at all, with little
more then their lives. What was an essentially peaceful countryside has been turned
into a hunting cround for thieving, killing and marauding. For the wretched few who
have been preserved in occupied territory - in Manking about one fourth of thc former
po pulation - what incentive is there for living by honest of fort and vhat assurance
that such effort will be allowed to bring in a return of even the bare necessities of

existonce?

There is neod still for a requirement on the part of tho frece nations of the
world that thc people of Japan should know the truth about their military occupation of
China and that they deal and be dealt with on the basis of truth rathcr than wordy
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idealism which can deny problems and wrongs bcoausc it donies thc existirg facts. J
ancsc propagenda in Shanghai newspapcrs about their army's humenitarian decds upon o :
ing Nanking - I hawa translated copy in my posscssion - arc the crudc, distorted ag
ings of an abnormal child, so complotely untrweas to bc wathless as propagan save
among thosc who will to be deceived. Violencc will not cure insanity, and I am not sure
that an cconomic boycott will bc cffective in rostaining Japan, although I am advocating
it; but surcly to China's desparatc rosistanco must be added effective moral rcsistanve
from vi thout.

Lettors addressed to me here at Chungking University by way of Hongkong until
June will be very wclcome, Movoments after that cannot be determined at this time.
Bocause of exorbitant postage rates and difficulties in duplicating by hand I cannot
send individual copies of this letter as I should like to do. Instead I am scnding
copies to a few centers hoping that they will be circularized to reach persons partiou-
larly conccrncd in educational, church, China, and family and friondly circles. Ny
letter of last July brought a very few valuod replies from those who rcceived it in time
to answer beforc thc closing down of rogular mail scrvice from outsidc sources or who
had faith cnourh to believec that I would remain in China.' The Ginling College office
in New York has graciously given my addrcss to thosc who have asked for it and relieved
me greatly by scnding cablcod mossages to my family. For these and ony ‘ othor indication
of o fellowsship that finds its way throurh the barriers put up by thosc who f ar truth
I am very grateful. That fellowship and thc strength and couragc which comc from . S
arc ‘nceded by those of us-vho aré deniod c.dnission as well as by thosec who have so faith
fully ond nobly held their ground within the city which has been my home sincc 1929.
The 1ifc and suffering of this peoplc have become & part of us which cannot be shed by
physical removal from the activc scenc of the wor. And so thosc of you who are frionds
of China for hor own suikc and to thosc who arc fiends of China beecurse you arc my friend
I sond my faith and my appeal.

Sincercly yours

ETHEL E,  TAPPERT




LETTER WRITTEN BY MIS§ ESTHER

T, FORMER GINLING STAFF

» FROM CHUNGKING UNIVERSITY
CHUNGKING, SZECHUAN, CHINA

May 8, 1939

$he four days and nights since last Thursday seem much longer, perhaps
because nights have been added to times of consciousness; though I have probably
lost less sleep than many others. We have once or twice joined the romantics who
8it outdoors in the moonlight in the wee hours of the morning. The first time when
the alarm sounded - a sharp policeman's whistle followed by siren and school bell -
at three o'clock in the morning, I washed, dressed, and brushed my teeth in the
dark before looking at the clock. Then I decided to wait till the urgent warning
before going out among the mosquitoes. At least I could lie flat and rest without
sleeping. But after about an hour the release came and I crawled back into bed.
Last night the sound came at one o'clock, but I seem to have been already awake.
The urgent came soon after; so I went around the house to the nearer cave and sat
on the edge of the frog pond and enjoyed the stars and moonlight for about an hour.
There were three babies in arms and one professor in the group which waited there.
Most people go to the big caves; but I don't like crowds., The mosquitoes were
getting pretty bad and nothing much seemed to be doing; so we went back. I took off
my dress and shoes and lay down and nearly went off to sleep when the rats waked me
again. Rats and heat and babies crying trouble me more than the alarms, being
more immediately annoyinge I did jump up and finish dressing again when I heard a
plane droning and searchlights searching the heavense I am still uncertain whether
the sound was from a passenger plane returning perhaps from Hongkong or whether it
was really a dangerous one. At any rate, the noise soon died out and I lay down
fully dressed for about an hour's sleep. I seemed to have distantly heard another
plane, but it was soothing instead of awakening, When I awoke it was perfectly
still and I thought the others must have returned while I slept, but the release
only came a little while later. By that time it wasaround four o'clock. This
morning all but one of my eight o'clock class were too sleepy to come, and the
one seemed too dopey to talk but he gradually came to. The nine o'clock class was
a little better, but all my classes have been pretty diminished in number and spirit.
I don't blame them, poor youngsters, for a lot of them are so worried about relatives
and friends and have been walking to and from the city trying to find them and help
them move and seeing all the ghastly sights there. Besides some of them have been
down in our village helping the refugees from the city - providing drinking water,
giving out bread and soft cooked rice, giving some medicines, and carrying loads
for the ageds As I told them this morning, I don't think the little English they
re learning in classes these days is of much importance, but I do think faithful-
b/ﬁ@ss to little duties helps keep up morel courage and each time we refuse to let
ourselves be demoralized by emergencies, we have gained a victory, however small,
over those whose chief purpose is to terrorize and make normal life impossible.

The fires in the city seem to have been widespread, but not as continuous
as at first stateds I haven't seen for myself, but students who went to give relief
and others have @ried to describe the areas affected. The Methodisk hospital must
have been in the midst of a furnace, but merecifully escaped. The city hospital was
bombed, but parts seem to be usable, Both Y. M. and Y. W. received bombs, but some
that fell over the Y. M. didn't explode. Probably one of the embassies, perhaps
more, were burned, but since I have heard that it was the English one and the French
one and the German one, I can't be sure which one it was. The newspaper office
was right in one fire area; so we haven't been receiving English newspapers, although
the building itself is probably not burned. The Cathay Theater which was showing
pictures of the previous day's bombing and burning is said to have been crowded, and
completely burned. People who went for shelter to the cave beneath may have been
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suffocated; it is said that a bomb went right through and the cave collapsed. I
can't be sure of the accuracy of any of these statements; I have accepted only the
most moderate ones.

Naturally people are not welcomed back into the citys I might have
walked in on Sunday - I have classes every other day of the week - except that we
had planned our Spring Conference on that day at Tz'u Ch'i K'ou, not far from here
where the Rural Normal School is. Our group was small, about twenty-five on the
average for the day, and none of the speakers we had invited from the city came.

- However, two of the professors helped out with talks and discussion. It might
interest people to know that the Seripture passage which the student chairman chose
to read at the opening worship service was Matthew 18321-35 about forgiving until

eventy times seven and about the servent who, being forgiven, didn't forgive his
///;ellowhaervant. The subject of the conference was the Christian interpretation of
China's spiritual mobilization movement.

The plays given by itinerant players in the evening under the auspices
of the San Ming Chu I Youth Corps for relief for the refugees drew a crowded house
and were of a distinetly propaganda nature and the shouting of slogans at the end
did not indicate that the bombing had cowed or broken the spirit of people any.
How utterly futile the killing is! There is an absence of violence and vindictive-

58 even in the determination not to yield, and I have a great deal of sympathy
///::th those who speak of tigers and skunks when our "friends" become too attentive,
although I don't join them because I don't think name-calling helps any.

Our house, which was already full, has taken in many additional members
in these days. Transportation for professors living in the ocity, has been well-nigh
impossible, since the Central bus office was burned and I think the company which
supplies our bus too. Then families have moved out. My peace has been considerably
disturbed by the addition of two babies and mother and several servants in the room
next to me. The servants are the worst because they talk so loudly, and then there
is the calling for hot water in the middle of the night which always wakes me and T
don't get to sleep again easily except when I am dead tired which has been true for
the last few nights. However, it is little compared with what the people in the
hospitals and the people without homes have suffered. The officials have lent
their cars to help the homeless out of the city, something new in the annals of
China and probably inspired by the chief in command, best not named. If only there
were a little better organization before the event., There has been talk of evacu-
ating Chungking for some time, but until the emergency came there were no definite
orders and no provisions for housing the people when they left. The strategy of the
Japanese was pretty clever - three false alarms and then a sudden attack in force
when the streets and theaters and restaurants were certainly full, It is villain-
ous procedure to strike at the heart of a densely populated city in the hope that
one of the thousands of people killed might be a military leader or his headquartersi

This letter is pretty full of the raid, and again I suppose you will have
had radio reports, probably more accurate ones, long before this letter arrives.
am really not being as careless as it may appear; simply refusing to eat up my
reserve by nervous excitément. There may be need for reserve la ter on, and I still
believe that there are more chances of malaria or other serious disease from living
so close together than danger from stray bombs, although they may, of course, drop
the villainous things anywhere by mistake or on purpose.

I just opened my deek drawer and scared out a huge rat. They have chewed
off all the corners of my new envelopes, frightfully expensive food with the present
scarcity of paper. I'll have to try rat poisbn again.

99 1




Some reflections of May fourth when we saw flames of the burning eity
lﬁcﬁogg_lmmutowl

% No very great or noble thoughts seem to come to me when sitting orouched
fder rocks waiting for bombs to fall. About all ome cen do is to have a cheery
word and a smile for those who seem to need it or to carry a stool for an amah or
& mother who has a baby in her arms and another little one by the hand and & bundle
on her back and a suitcase with the precious little to be saved in case ome dcesn't
come back to the house but to a heap of rubbish, Everything in China is just the
opposite from the West. There we bury people in the earth when they die; here bits
of iron dug from American earth and smelted in American furnaces and made into Ameriecan
Fords and shipped as sorap iron to Japan are buried in people before they die « « » o .

Of the past months there is little to recount in detail save the routine b
of university work carried on under the diffioculties of scarcity of essential supplies,
threatened attack, and a volatile student body. ‘

Our Christian Fellowship Group hasn't altogether satisfied me - great
devotion and faithfulness on the part of a few, great indifference from many, the
opposition of unbelief from others. Nevertheless, we have had five baptisms among
students, National Central University students are meeting opposition from their
own head even to the use of school rooms as a gathering place. We have enjoyed
both sympathy and tolerance from the administration.

This letter, full of the trivial deteil of a weekly family letter, was
not intended as a circular letter, but I send it on to you and others interested
to give you a glimpse of how we carry on in the West. Harder than violemce, harder
than spoken blame, is the hurt questioning, when expressed at all, of these friends
of mine: Why do the Western nations - why does America - continue to send war
materials to Japan to kil our defenseless people?

One student who is not a Christian and is generally rather shy of
religious subjects said under stress of emotion after the raid:; "We believe that
God will help us." My thought is: Yes, God, ~ But why not Amerioca?




Received in New York, September 25, 1940
From Esther E. Tappert, who resigned from the Ginling faculty in 1938
to teach in the National University in Ghungking

Anchored off the coast of China
August 17, 1940

Dear Friends:

Tonight, August 17th, the thirty-seventh night since we left Chung-
king, Szechuan, we are off the coast of China somewhere between Wenchow and
Ningpo. There have been days of adventure, days of tsdious waiting, days of
danger. We have traveled by truck, by bus, by launch, by ferry, by sampan,
by ricksha, and on foot about two thousand miles overland from west to east,
through unoccupied territory all the way to the coast.

What evidences did we see of the war? In Szechuan and Kweichow
soldiers marching, marching, marching; afterwards almost none:s In all the
larger cities there were the usual signs of bombing, some only a day old,
chiefly in business streets, orphanages, mission stations, hospitals, schools,
fields, wharves - undefended cities. On the other hand, we drove for hun-
dreds of kilometers between cities where the peasant life of the country went
on in its customary peaceful way. Three times we were in the midst of bomb-
ings -~ in Kinhua where we took refuge under a rose arbor, in Wenchow where
I saw the bombs released from the planes, in Kuaotou. More often there were
air alarms, but the planes did not come. Along the coast the blockade is
stringent,

Who were my companions and what our mode of travel? Only one who
started with me from Chungking continued to the coasts The journey from
Chungking to Kinhua was made in two mission trucks, a Dodge and a Fargo.

We carried for various distances loads of salt, mail, Red Cross supplies,
gasoline, trunks, and Chinese passengers. The long delays, eleven days at
Eweiyang and seven at Hengyang, however, discouraged all but through pas-
sengers. News of the closing of the Burma road, but more directly blockade
of the ports of Ningpo, Wenchow, Foochow, and Swatow all but stopped the ex-
pedition as near its beginning as Kweiyang. However, a not too discouraging
telegram from Shanghai gave the leader of the party heart to go on. After
a fruitless wait for cargo at Hengyan we went on without a load, but accom-
panied by a China Trevel Service representative and a few passengers. At
Kinhue the leader of the expedition decided-against taking the trucks any
farther and the original coalition of three Americans broke up, the student-
journalist-Red Cross truck driver-world traveler of twenty-one years of age
and I making our way together to the coamst.

What of the road and its adventures? Getting our drums filled with
gesoline for successive stages of the journey was a major problem, For some
of it we paid twenty-five dollars a gallon. Alcohol mixed with ether served
as & substitute part of the way, but afforded less power on the hills. En-
gine trouble, flat tires, carburetor trouble, lack of motor oil caused delays.
Roads, on the whole, though gravel or stone-surfaced, were good.

Ten times we were ferriod across streams; at least three times we
crossed pontoon bridges. In many places good bridges have replaced former
ferries. Everywhere there was improvement over 1937, as ferries are now as-
sumed to be a meuns of conveyance to cross rivers and not a monopoly for the
profit of the ferrymen,

S B B




.

The Southwest Highway Commission is making o good effort at orge-
nized highway maintenance, but there is need of greater efficiency at the
ferries, and inspection and registration et stations along the way should
be co-ordinated and simplified, as we found to be the case in Hunan and
farther east., Ome example of costly inefficiency occurred st the Wu Chiang,
outside of Kweiyang. Due to carelessness in loading, a ferryboat sank, and
one of our trucks was submerged for three days under fifteen feet of water
with a swift current. The truck was recovered and repaired at the expense
of the road bureau, but the deterioration from rust, the loss of the load
and personal baggage, and the inconvenience and expense of the delay will
never be made good.

Food along the way was not too plentiful., We ate Chinese food when
we could get it, but since one of our number was a vegetarian and another
did not relish the food, I fared less well than when I have traveled in the
company of Chinese alone., Betweenwhiles powdered milk and Mr. C's box of
supplies containing granola, cookies, and tinned fruit pieced out a meal. ]
Peaches, plums, watermelons, and hard Chinese pears were available in rota-
tion in the larger cities.

The scenery never failed to be of interest, whether we were roaring
up the hills of Kweichow over roads winding unceasingly between mountain
wall and precipice, or racing over a straight speedway between rice paddies
or along a tree-lined avenue, or rolling around among the foothills. In one
stretch of 131 kilometers in Kiangsi we crossed 133 bridges, not counting
the many narrow ones only two or three planks wide. 1In this same region we
drove over flooded roads marked only by a double row of willow trees in what
seemed to be a wide lake, In the second of these we met a stalled truck,
and since the road was too narrow to pass him, we matched bumpers and pushed
the truck back to dry land. Everywhere my thoughts had an undertone of re-
gret that I was leaving these gcenes and this loved country without any hope
of returning,

The nights were as varied as the days. Often we drove in the even-
ing and late into the night for coolness and t0 avoid air raids. Four nights
I spent sleeping in the truck or on my cot beside the road; six nights I
slept (or sometimes stayed awake battling "ereatures") in Chinese hotels;
twenty-three nights we spent in homes of missionaries; and four nights we
slept on board an Italian steamer anchéred in the middle of the river at Kuao-
tou (south of Wenchow).

From Kinhua, where we left the trucks, the really picturesque part
of the journey began. OQur first companions were a busload of Chinese fellow
travelers. Our bus stopped for engine repairs just outside of Yung Kang, and
most of the passengers scattered into the fields as the siren sounded an air
alarm. Blowing the horn brought a few back, and after repeated efforts we
pushed the bus several hundred feet and started the engine and proceeded.
After a change of buses and a winding road between rock and stream, we left
the road for the river and were rowed downstream in a round-bottomed sampan
for the rest of the afternoon. Rice and vegetables, cooked on the boat and
served on a keg for a table under a bamboo matting for a roof, made the mein
meal of the day.

That night we spent at a new Chinese hotel overlooking the river.
We bought soapstone ornaments in the village and feasted on ripe red water-
melon in the hotel,
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A morning in a rowboat, three hours' wait at a village beside the
river for the tide to come up, and then several hours' ride downstream be-
hind a launch with eleven boats in tow brought us at the end of another day
to Wenchow, another strange city. We were hospitably received at the English
Methodist Mission, but given no encouragement as to steamers for Shanghai.,
After two nights, however, we started for Kuaotou farther south in the hope
of getting aboard an Italian ship reported to be in the harbor. By launch
and sampan we followed a series of canals, with several portages for ourselves
and baggage, under a clouded moon and early morning sunlight until we reached
the river port of Kuaotou. This part of the journey was made in the company
of four Catholic Fathers (Canadian).

The village afforded no suitable hotel; so by appeal to the mili-
tary authorities, we secured a temporary permit to go on board the §.S. Sandro
Sandri., For three nights we waited while the cargo of tobacco, bolts of
cloth, and cotton yarn were unloaded. A scheduled delay of five to ten days
for reloading was cut short by a severe bombing carried out by seaplanes on
August sixteenth, the day after the unloading was completed, Over twenty
bombs were dropped individually in about an hour's time (not fifties or hun-
dreds in a few seconds as in Chungking) on both banks of the river while we
orouched below decks and the planes power-dived until they nearly touched
the ship. Customs Houses and warehouses along both shores burned for hours
and shops and homes in the village were destroyed, but most of the unloaded
cargo was saved. In fear of a return of the bombing planes and while fires
orackled and falling walls re-echoed, we awaited the promised passports and
military permits and ship's clearance papers. The captain waited for neither
cargo nor food supplies. This morning we sailed the remaining five miles to
the open seas Tonight, without any fruit or vegetables on board and with in-
sufficient water, we are held, somewhere off the coast about thirty-six hours'
run from Shanghai, by Japanese warships. If this is mailed, you will know
that we finally reached Shanghai, and all you need add to the picture is six
foreigners racing from the Bund down Nanking Road to the Chocolate Shop for
water and ice cream sodas.

S8incerely yours,

Esthor E¢ Tappert

Editor's Note: Subsequent to the writing of this letter, Miss Tappert visi-
ted Ginling in Nanking and arrived in the United States in
late September. Her home address is West Cheshire, Commeeticut.
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November 25, 1942

Miss Esther E. Tappert
Elson House

Thiel College
Greenville, Pa.

Dear Miss Tappert:

Thenk you for your letter of November 22nd with the
enclosed check for Ginling, All such gifts are most welcome
and ere more needed than ever Before in Chengtu, where prices
continue to soar to astronomicel heights,

I am interestéd to know that you are at Thiel College
in Greenville, I have very happy memories of my visit there
a little over a year ago, and of the charming people thet I
met. MNrs. Rowley and her femily were very nice to me, and I
enjoyed knowing them. Did you kmow that Mrs, Rowley is a weav-
ing enthusiast, and she and I found we hed much in common on
this subject., Please give her my very best regards and also
remember ms to her mother if you happen to see her,

The Gripsholm has not sailed yet, though we are as-
sured that it will go eventually., My husband's name has not
yet appeared on any of the lists of those returning on this
trip, but as these lists are not yet complete, I am still ex-
pecting him, I had hoped that he would be here by Christmas,
and we had made our family plans accordingly, but of course that
is out of the question now, Maybe we can have our celebration
at Easter instead.

Come in to see us if you are ever in New York.
With all best wishes,

Cordially yours,

Mrs, W Plumer ¥ills
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