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I think I wrote the last lnstalment of my general letter just Bfter
I got to Tambaram for the enference- almost amonth ago now~ and that
I didnt4 take 1t any further than the 4ke journey to Tambaram.
We arrived there early on Monday morning Yec 12th, and after two nights
in a very shaky train I was feeling pretty sleepy, and my original
intention was to spend most of that day in sleep, however, I found Dr
Wu and two or three others were going into Madras that morning to see
varlous schools, so I decided I would £0 with them., Tambaram 1s about
16 miles out-=1de Madras, and I knew we should not have many opportunitie
of goﬁng there. We visited three schools, one a school for boys run
| by a ®indeu mission, one a Training College for Girls run by missions-
St Christopher's- and one a Training “Yollege for Girls run by the
Government- Lady Willingdon Co&kego, 80 they were quite representative.
We spent4 the longesﬁAat the Hindue school as bein the most
distinetive. It vas very interesting, and the two men who ok us round
had very nice faces., In their prayer room they have picturgs of various
religious leaders, inclwding Christ, and they sald that as was one--of
the festivals thez kept. They are a dediy falrly modern foundatione
the Rama Krishma M¥ission, which has work all over India- and are libésal
in their attitudes towards the depressed classes, but from all your hear
and read the disé%nction between the castes 1s still a very realy one,
and one of the that divides India from top to bobtome I must
own that, while I found many of the Indians very delightful and charming,
(and they certainly have the power of speeclh and much real ability} 1t
seemed to me that the divisions they were facing in their own country
were almost overwhelming, and I thought with Bellief and gratitude of the
relative hammong of the Chinese scene, fhere are so many internal divis-

lons hay India-haﬁ at % ina knows nothing of - relirion and caste

be ing the(g;%;(f?S}‘ 0§15 MmNt lon—a—good—many o thers
] 8 seems to have got some way away from. Fhe firss morning

in Madras, we were escorted apomnd these various schools by a very
charming teachere from St Christdpher's, which 1s 1tself an attractive
place, though the buildings are ﬁot very goode The pracfice school in
connection with that college is “entinck gh 5chool, which used to be
| the L.M.8 School in Madras, but which has now been given over the
- college for their practice schools Madras itself seemed to be compo 8¢
of very wide streets, and the drive along the =ea was really rather
lovelye In comparison with any city of (hina at the present moment theme
seemed to be practically no people, but I gahher that we only went/ to
the more aristocratic parts, and did not see the really fTeemIng spotse.
The Bentikek High School ee-a has a chapel built somewhat on the lines
of the Dravidian style of Tomple architecture- an oblong bullding with
flat roof, and no walls on two sides, only pillars, I should think 1t
would be codl, and good for edl3iem silent worship, but I couldnt help
thinking that 1t might be difficult to hear anything that was being said,
{We arrived back in Tambaram tather late for lunch, and then
I had a much nedded sleep.” The new Madras Christian college bulldings
made a very good place indeed for a conference- one of the advantages
being that everyb®dy was able tokes have & room £ow 6hems§$ves, vwnich
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g not always possible at conferences of this size. There are three
geparate 1s at the College, Bishop Heber Hall, St Thomas, and Seilayur.
Bgeh have their own dining room, and a certain number of other publie
rooms- they are bullt round a quadrangle, and have covered ways and
verhmddhs- the buildings are two stories high, and of a cream coldur

with red roofs- made of abestos tiles, not the clay tiles of the ordin-
ary houses, the abestos 1s lighter and more practical in certain ways,

f but not as pilcturesque. We held our hig meetings in the main

auditorium, a delightfully cool and lofty bullding, with beautiful blue
curtains on the platform- the audithrium, the séilence and arts buildigms
are in the centre of two of the halls, with the other one just behinde
The food , which was provided by the blg catering fitm in Madras-
Spenq.r’s- was dull, and I should think our American friends would say
very "ritish, but sufficient and quite wholesmme.

// ’ We had our opening seesion of the evenlng of Yec 12th, when
Dr Mott spoke, 6n Tuesday there was a quiet day, when our meditations
were led by an Indian- the Bishop of Lornakal- an kmglishman, Dr Parmer,

and an American Pishop flobson. On Wednesday we started the regular
program and vwent pretty hard at it. The regular days program was
morning wordhip from 8.15- 845, meetings of the “ections from $-12,
with a break for coffeej; section meetings in the aféernoon from 4.30-6;
plenary seesions with general speeches in the evening on every other
day, and meetings of special groups on the alternate days. The meetling
was divided into sixteen sections, eight of vhich mek for the first four
days, and eight for the second fewmd four dayse On Friday of the second
week e considered ke as a section the report of the drafting committee
of the first sections that had met, and on the Saturday the findings of
the second group of sectionse From Monday till Wednesday of the last
week we considered the reports of all the sectlions in a plenary sessions,
and on Thurﬁday morning we had the final address, and broke up at noone
ominally you had the time free between lunch and tea, but
actually a good many meetings of various kinds were slipped in at 3 pm,
and if you were on a drafting committee of any of the sections you had
to meete all the afternoon, and late in the evening as vell, and life
was pretty full. The first week when I was attending 4he 8ection I
on"The Falth by which the Chrch Kives™, I was not on a drafting committe
and 1ife was just_pleasantly full, with sufficient time for a l1little
breathing space. We had a very good chairman , who planned our discusedens
sions well, and I think on the whole people made good and relevant
contributions. There was of course a certain amount of difference of
opinion, the sharpest cleavage belng between that of the average
middle of the road Anglo-Saxon and American view point, and that of
the contitental- especially the German view, wlth 1ts extreme emphhsis
on eschatology, but actually that difference cames out in some ways
less sharppy when you are discussing the faith, than when you are
' trying to make any applicatiom of the faithe The two sections where 1t
came most prominently into view were 8ection XIIIy The Church and
the Changing Social and Economic “mmironment, andSéction XIV on The
Church and the Interniational Ordere. I mttended Section XIV the second
week, and 1t became veryr clear that 1f you accept the prevalent view
among the Germans at Tambaram there is really nothing you can or ought
to do about the present world situation, except of course preach the
@Gospel and pray, @&ny attempt to protest against the action of the
stat% in any organised way is to poach upon the preserves of the
statemen, to whom God has given authority. They may be wrong, and you
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may-knew they are , and you may ackno¥ledge it to be sin, but 1f within
éﬁeir legitimate sphere they tell you to do certain things, you must do
e ' Of course 1f they tell you to do certain thingswh which are within
the rightful sphere of the Church then you are justieéfied in saying mo,
.but everything to do with intemmational relations lies in thelr sphere.
he German view on this point seems to be a combination of thelr interpre-
tation of the eschatology of the Bible, which maintains the idead# of
the period between the tlmes- that is after the first coming of Ghrist
and before the second, when certain orders have been ordained of Gode
eg, the family, the state, and the nation, and nothing must be done to intex-
fere with those( hence their burning opposition ® Communiem, vhich seems
té be upsetting all of them), and when nothing in the way of any real
improvement in the state of affairs 1s to be looked for, because the world
1s sti1ll in the hadd of the evil one - plus a very strong belief in
the divine right of the State. <1he combination of the view &hat the werld
1s evil, and that nodthing-ean all the hurch can do 1is gather to itself
certain people out of it, plus the apparently contradictory opinion that
the State 18 of God( since at other times they speak almost of the Stabe
as though 1t were S&fanic and anti-“hrist) combines to cepeate a sitiuation
in which they feel 1t 1s not only difficult but wrong to take any action
agalnst the state, even though 1t 1s organised not by the (Murch as such
but by responsibld Christian citigens. It secems to be the combination of
thelr eschatology and theilr view of the “tate which produces that position,
for some of the Dutch delegation, while accepting in the main the same
esshatological osktion, but not that view of the divine right of the
state as over agailnst the individual conskkendy, are quite prepared for
strong action on the part of t e ,Cgurch and 6hristian individuals against
war and other soclel evils, wkide even while they do not look for much
success In these efforts, are quite prepared to think 1t is essential bo
make theme As one man( not a Continental, but an America) said conemrning
certain suggestions, and they amoung of good they would do "It 1s hopeless,
we will do them",
I think that lack of any great hope as the results of one'!s effort
and yet the impelling sense that you must make them is really rather a
strong position, and is ona of the things that personally I have carridd
away from the conference. #t the same time I found the extreme German view
very depressing indeed, as™1t seemed to make any concerted action by
Christians in the International sphere quite impossible, as clearly in all
matters of politica and economics the “hristian conscienéed does not even
come into the pgéture for the Yerman, and many of them were good and
delightful men, far more “hristian in one way in their personal liwes than
I am, I am sure, and yet with abselutely no sense of responslibility for
thelr Governmente It is not only depressing for the thristian “hurch be
realise that, but equally depressing for Europe, as 1t scoms as though
80 many of her best citizens inGmrmany do not expect to wkes hold their
Government in anyway responsibld4, but simply to follow. Of course I am
sure therc must be German “Yhristiansho do not feel that way, but 1t appesr
to be somewhai{ deeply rooted. It 1s interesting that none of
the Younger Churech take that point of view- excppt possibly the Japanesn,
and even they, while conforming to the demands of thair state in outward
matters, have not(I believe,~I have no proof for this) gone neawky so flar
as the Germans in convincing themselves that this 1s the right tive positior
The Germans are willing and eager to argue 1t, the Japanese simply stabe
it, and leave 1t at that,




5

-

O0f course the Yapanese 1dentificeation of the Yivine qualidy of

the State with the person of the Emperor makes a more obvious clash
with the Christlan position, and I suppose they feel it 1s rahter harder
to defend, but still I have the feeling that the “hristian rationalisa-
tion of the divine authority of the state has gone much i
further among Christians in Gemmany, than among Christians in Japan,
however much the latter meay accept 1t in practice.

I seem to have got edem a long way away from the general
account of the conference that I started out to gives I thoroughly
enjogod and found very stimhatding the discussion of the first week on
the Yaith by which the Chureh Lives, and I think the report 1s a pretty
good ones the socond week was very different; 1t was still interesting
and stimulating, but we d1d not have nearly such a good chairman s and
one had a much more baffled feeling. I was on the drafting Bmmittee,
8imply because I had been asked to act as assisshent secretary, and we
jpent hours wrestling with the Germen position, and at the end the

apanese position as well, though they remained largely silent for

the most parte "e followed the pollecy of stating the dlfferences where
they ' ere quite irreconcilable, but at othere times seeking a position
that all could accept, which made the report retty wishy washye
Section XIIXI followed the rather stronger line, I think, of stating

the differences, and then allowin- the body of the report to represent
the aepinion of the overwheleming majority of the section
and of course of the “Yonference. I think really that 1s ~hat we should
have done, though of course 1+ was harder In our case, as people are
more sensitive- at least the Japanese and Yemmans are- on the subject
of thelr state and nation than on the econmie order, and the divine
sdbtion of the capitalist order though often, I am afraid, prosent in
practlce has not proceeded so far in theorye And of course in trying

to arrive at a common Christian min@( 1f possible, and in some respects
1t almply is not possible) one had fo give more v8eght to the German

and @ontinental view than numerically at the “Yonference it deserved,
because they do represent to some extent a large body of cons-rvative
Christian thinking that was not represented at "ambaram at alle Such
bodles as the Chlna Inland lilssion have brokkn connections with the
Yational Bristian Council in China, and the International Missionary
“Youncil as being todliberal anc. even radical in their euileek interest
in polities and economics, and many ef-ike others of the more conservative
bodies were ngt represented. The fact that at Tambaram the representa-
tives of the gounger 8hurches were in the majority, and that the
majority of the represemtatives from the older “lmrches ere those who
had contact with-the Younger Mhurches and were sympathetic with them,
meant ‘hat 1f the Conference had been completely glven its head, and that
the majority had been allowed to have 1its way the reports would along
certain lines have been far more radical than they were, lio sver, I

think we were not completely given our head, and vere eexpected to remem=
ber all the time the minority, which was probably a good thing. |in-certain
ways, A= 4 really sympathetlic and cons@derate understanding of the
opinion wlth which you do not agree, and e44 an attempt to find wherein
you do agree 1s I am sure an essential dischpline for all Vhristian
Conferences. 4he Church s committed to an utlimate unity in the mind

and person of Christ, and since that is in no sense a realised fact, she
must be prepared for tensions within her own members, which may be the
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means of reaching greater truthe So that in general I am prepared to
accept the wisdom of the method followed. My only criticism would be thsat
at times I could not help feeling that the remtraint was exercised in a
way that approached the dipplmatice rather than the purely Christian
method of appeal, and that the minority did not ap times do its part of
seeking to understand the mind of the majJoritye I could not see that some
of4 the Gemmans were 1in any willing to even consider whether there was
something to be sald for the position that was obviously held by the
majority of their “hristisn brethren assembled at Tambaram, Fhey simply
stated and defended their own, however, perhaps that is their manner, and
underneath they may have learnt something of us, as well as we of theme
The rather more difficult question as to whether certain
positions are reallfcompatible with the Christian faith, and should not be
definkéely outlamwed, 1s I realise one with which that particular body
ﬁ§ not competent to dealgkiph8 While I have no desire whatever to start
anything in the naturo of a heresy hunt, 1t does seem to me that there are
certain what I would describe as political and ethical heresies, rather
than theologlcal, which the Ohurch should make quite clear are not
compatible with the practice of “hristianity to-day. ‘owever, I fully
realise the difficulty of such an undertaking, as 4ke 1t wouli probably »
mean the inevitable persecution of Shim&+id Christians in certain countriqé;l
Lo go back to the Conference, as I was on the drafting cormitte
the second weck, 1t meant that every spare moment was fill, and one hardly
had time for one' s meals and sleep, even on Mas Day we were busy accept
the rctual time of the scrvices.

I think the fact that so much of one's time and energies
‘ere golng into the Pcction meetinss meant that it was rather cifficult to
bgfresh and receptive at the plenary sceaionse The sppeclies in the evening
though I found all of them interesting did not lesve any very great impression
on me, and I actually missed one or t o of them because e were workinge
I did got a good deal out of the Qulet “ay, empeclally the cevoticns led by
Dr Fammer, I thought he vas oXxtraordinarily good, and also the service on
the first Sunday morning when Dr Horton( he is some thing to dec with the
Congregationsl Unién in America) and George Macdonald, a “resbyterian
minister from Scotland spoke; they were both very Iimpressive and inspirihg.

The plenary session when we di:icussed the @ectional reporss
ere very interestlng, and I wish very much ‘hat more time could have been
left for that, as I think 1t was very instructive in gettlng at the mind of
the conferenves i'eople on the whole spokls well to the point, and for the
most part because they really had things to say, and not because they wanted
to make a speech,” though that did happen.

I think the G nference as #k a whole was rather marvellous=
there were sbout 450 delegates there, from over 70 d;gﬁgrnné coumtidtres, and
we lost no time at all in getting to worke 'he sectionas # g*das many
different natlonalitles upen—thdm were sble to establish a working fellowship
from the very beginning- even 1n those sections where the diflercnce of
opinion was greatest, there was no hesitation in esch sids saying what they
4hey thought, and no loss of temper or personal dlsagreesbleness- at least
only once did I seo anythig 1In the nature of what you might call a personil
displsy of temper, and that was very mild- and other people sald the samee
In one or two sections the feellng ran rather strong I gather, but even there
there was frankness, and they worked through to an understandinges I do not
mean that there were not 1rremoilable positions, there were, but the presenme
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of the difficulties diﬁ not prevent the dlscussion going on, and fellow
ship was mainthined. d there really vas eguality , everyb¥dy spoke
and took share in the discussions, and though naturally some peopl
stood out a 1little more than others, I have hever been to a conference
% where there was such a complete lack of showing off, nor such a
feeling that you were all therc with somé contribution to make, and muc
to ree#tve. I think 1t 1s eally the first completely adult conference
that I have been to- and L using the word adult in the best sense of
real maturity.

There were many re people there than it was possible to get
to know even by name and s ht, you knew the people in the secttnns
pretty well, and you alko Bd a fA4§r chance of getting to know people in
the same hall, as you could sit by them at meals, but if people were
not in your section or your hall, you didst have much chance to meet the:
I t¥ted to make the most of My opportunity and to sit by different peopl
at different meals, but at times, 1f one was tired or feeling lagzy, one
dropped im4e down by4-the side of an old frilend, instead of seeking a
new one. But still I diq manage to get in convers&gions with a good
many dlfferent nationalities- Indian( from varlous parts) “frican( also
from various parts, and both vwhite and blkedk), Dutch, Bragzilian, Swedish,

elglan , French, Skiss , German, Jspanese, Philippino, Turkestan, ete
not to mention a large varietv of Pritish an® “4merican se4k working in

a good mapy different countriese I am afraid I didnt make gquite the
effort %y the Japaﬂgse that I should have, the one whom I really wanted
to talk to- Miss Michi Kawai(Bertha may remember that we went over her
school in Tokyo)-was ill as soon as she got there, and it took her some
time to recover, and though L d1d have a 1little talk vith her, she looked
30 111, and does I think mind things so mmeh, that I didnt really 4aike
1ike %to have what you could ecall a realistic talk on the things that are
uppermost in one's mind at the present. 4dhe-Chi3 A fo of the “hinese
and Yapanese 41d neet for fairly intimate talks, but it was only with a
few that omne coudd manage that, and the Japanese prefer talking to the
Chinos: alone, and not with a third pertythere, Kagawa spoke at one

of the cvening sesslons, and I did find his personality quite moving, +ite
though other things that 4 hea®d didnt impress me quite so muchs

I talked gulte a bit with people ( not nationals) from

Mpnachuriam and Korea, and the description they cive of situations there
1s quite hesartrending, especlally at the moment 1in Korea, nhere a really
active persecution of v“hristians, including torture, is new going on.

Cne has toc he terribly cafeful what one says about it, as it gets back s
quickly, and the people there will suffer for it, .

Paing the kind of conference that it was, nothing definite

could be sald about various concrets 1ssues such as% the Xorean persecua
tion, as 1t would probably only make things worse foz them, and be very
difficult, if nothing more, for the Jdananesge delegation( who are not-I
gather sccond hedd-very sympathetic wi‘h thoir Korean brethren, as they
"eel they are bedng suffering unnecessarily, as there 1s no¥ real reason
for them to object to the worship of the “mpnror,ar it isnt worship as
the Japanese Christians see 1t), but there were s« good many gquite direct
though epecific references to things like that in the report, and also

a resoluetion frgom the whole “on grerce explalning why vowe were not
Ve b Ve he 2 Oue 5 . -1
saying what we -eiy strongest impressions that I s#adtook

away from the comference was how much active evlil and terrible suffering
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here 1s in the world at present, and how tremendously in earnest the
hurch has4 to live out the way of the Cposs if she is really to have
any 4#8Rd influence whatsoever on the present situation. It was

I suppose really rather wonderful that we were able to meet at all
under the existling clrcumstances, but, hovever, real our ultimate
loyalty to Christ 4e may be, there is certainly no agreement on how

we should best show 1t at the present moment. “t1l1l, apart from our
common loyally not to a creed or dogma but to a ‘erson, it would be
Impossible to get so many people of different nations and different
1deas together, and that in 18self-in a world dividing itself up inteo
such water-tight compartments-is worth somethinge 4nd it 1s heartening
to reallse afresh that,ho ever desparate the situation is, Christians
at least have no reason for not facing it in a realistic manner, for at
the vorv hearte of their religilon there is the Cpess, which wigs an
extremely reoallstlic fecing of evil, and yet ended in triumphe.Of course,
how far most of ue are up to that standard 1s another question, but
certalnly- as one man sald-one come awaey from the conference with a very
strong feeling that in the worlo as it was to-day there was not really
much use in being a mominal Christian, one might at any time be called
upon to be the real thing, or stop pretendingy since persecuticn was
gctual !'n many places, and threstening in many more.

The €onflict situatione of which I personally vas most
aware running through the whole cenference wae-$ke were those between
fndlan nationalism and Eritish rule in India, between “hinese and J s pan-
ese, and bptween bhketk and white in America end Africa, but more
particulary as 1 aame across it in South 4Africaes "0f course undcrlying
both the first and last 1s also the economle con¥llet,but it was the
political and raciel asnects of the problem which were more apparent,
ags there were no representatives acs such of labour ond capital, 6f

ourse there were no rppresentatives as such of the Lritish rule in
ndia, but I think unconsciously every indilan holds &ll the Pritish
tegporisible for the pakitlicsl aspect of British rmle, but not for

the economies. “hore were a rood many representatives of the Duteh
Koformed Church from South #frica, one of thd @dst ¢ohservative on the
race guestion, and they wer~ quite on the defensive, though the African
I heard speak *n nublic were remarkably vhristian,I thought, in their °
statement, or rather understatment of the case; but the Jutch found
any critlcism very hard to bear( I mean the Afrlcans not the Dutch
from Holland} especlally from the Amerlicans, I suppose they thought
that 1t was a ¢~se of the pot calling the kettie black. But actually wer
of the Americans who was most outspoken came from the deep South, and
hR#hiﬁCQlf struggled throush to a position on the racisl cuestlon whick
i1t 'is vexw hard for asnyone 1in the South to take, and he has rifked
criticism and even d ncer for 1t, Bud so I think ne had the right to
Speak.

4t was int-resting to observe that while one nad to go very

carefully in dealing +1th the Sino-Japanese nroblem, mainly, of course,

1th the Yapanese, not the Uhinese, nobody felt any hesitation in sayh
all that :ﬁéy thought about the British in indls, ho ever bad 1t wase.

I dont know whether that mey be acoounted #fe# &s righteousness to us,
or h-ther 1t eimply means that we are more hardamed and callous than
the Jepanese, end therofore less scnsitive to criticism.
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I am afraid this 1s not at all a well-organised account of the
Conferonce, hot even from a purely personal point of view, which was all
I could give in any case, I really meant to try and think 1t out a bit
before I wrote, but the time didnt seem very long, so I Just started and
went on, with this result, though there is still much left unsald, and
I could quilte easily go on for as long again and longere

There wore trree meetings for the Women “Yelegates- of whom
there uereLgQgEE_QQITEEi],”thoagh not all came to the speclal meetings-
which were guite amusing. They hald the last one when we were very tipdd,
and we all either talked too much, and not to the point, or else wemt
practlcally to aZeep , W got rather worked up on the question of ordina-
tlon for women, on which some of us felt rather strongly,bht®"which
apparently the Offdcers of the I.M.8 did not want what you would call
a strong resokbtion, as the Angltcan and ébdher denmhinations who dont
approve didnt want it, so we passed a rather weai statment, which got
strengthened for ug by the intervention of s friendly man =t the £eneral
session,= Ana,in getting all vorked Up over that,we left out some other
tmimgskthe last meeting that were really more Important,

1t was g decldedly hard orking conference, and we ¢idnt have
to vwork hard at amusing ourse¥¥es, for which I vas reteful. 'here were
ﬁzo soclal events, one when the UGovernor-gencral of #aurss snd Lady

arjottres @rskihezhis wife) gave a garden party for all the delegates

and other residents of Yadras at tneir houss at tuindy. It was rather

an anusing occasion as eople got Into native costumes who didnt ordinari]
wear them, and I dont suppose Government House at “adrag evor gem quite
such a motaey thronge I think some of the black South Africans found

1t quite Interesting that in indis they would be receiv8d st Yovernment
HYouse, but not in thelr own countrye lhe odhewr pomp with which the

Covernor-general and his wife appears upon the scene quite outdoes that

at Yuckingham Phdace. The other occasion was when the b nference gave a
party tor the indian Christians, missionaries and otner friends out at

the College, The Prime iinister of dYiadras came to that, looking very
like Gandrdi, béth 1in face and dress, Me 1s a “indu(Brghmin{,officially
quite orvosed to Unri;tianity, but personally quite friendly, I gathered,
I cant say 1 really find the Indian dress for men very dlgnified, at eny=
Ta.eé as worn by many of tnem, I cant help feeling that they have forgotten
to put scmething one
lhe only other relaxation o had was on Christmas X ght

vwnen lnstead of a speech or service, the different nationalitios enter-
tained us wilth music, or which by fap and away the best wss the ginging

D¥ the i'ive black delerates from South Africa, who really sang very well
indeedse My natural insténct is to mean"black when I savy “fricans, but
apparently the white in South africa call themselves “fricans, so you

nave to make a distinction, ,

the conference broke wupm on Yee Soth at noon, ang & spent

the asserneex-idm rest of the day in a meeting ror discussing the conferemnc
from the Y.%. point of view, in talking, hidlping Lr Wy packing, and

ackling myselfe Lr %u loft Lhac night to go to Vellor s L left the next
nmorning, and spent the day in Madras with Mr Laxter, we went to St
varistopher's in the morning, as he head not been there, and wanted to

see tie former L.l.3 school, and then we had lunch at tiie women'g College
with lilss fivett, the new principal, and she vook us ove that, and then
motore ‘8 & bit about “adras in the college car, coming back LoY teae
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‘hen after a few odg Jobs, kr Baxter and I hag dinhner togethar at
the staiion, and he left Bombay, as he was going home on furlough, and
I left for the south, as, after some Indecision, I had Finally decided to
€0 south and visit some of our mission stations, rather than go north and
slght see. #Mr G irgwin wae-alee( the gencral Secretary of the L.M.8)
was also golng south, and g Mr Burton of our mission from liadagasear.
He and I really meant to gravel by the same train, as there was a
hrough carriage to Tinnevelly, but I made a m stake as to time, and left
Madras by a later ore, though I arrived at Ttnnevelly at the same time
as Mr Berton, #y BChirgwin arrived by a later train, as that was the one
he had been told to travel by- snd Mr Burton ang I hadto vwait at the
station until he arrived, and 4ke Mr Trowell came to fetch us;} We
motored from Tinnevelly to Nagerco1l which 1s in lravancore, and within
12 miles of the extreme south of Indig at L’a.-;lpe Commorin, W- arrived in
Nagercoil about 6430 pm, and were met Wik a large procesgsion with
lanterns, e had to et out of the rcloesed car Into an onen one, we had
garlands hung about us{ three in all), were greated witih songs, dances
and fireworksge- of course it was all for %n Vnirgwln, and i burton and I
Vere nore or less dragged 1in, bul still I nevar eéxpecl to leel so like
royalty again. ‘herye are a great mahy Uharistians in Nagercoil I gather,
and they like naking Somethlng of g display, aid ‘wparantly have no nations
conscicusness of naking a graat fogg °f a foreigner, Alter 1t was all
over, I w:nt to llgg Hortontg bunzalow, and had a vory o & ome bath, and
then went to dinner with the ‘rowells. “he next day beinz Sunday was
very iull of meetings, We started at 7,30 am vt the ordinayy morning
L hlch Mp % digwin spoke, and a’i which there were about 20
*hen at 11 there was the @ mmunion vRrVice, vsde at walech
‘ar on Jda the lirst sunday of the year all (ae ¢ ommunicants in
istrict round come, so 1t vag = very large nwrberp iguoed)over 5,000,

~

After ithat the people from tihe soegercoll Vimren feed all = the pcople

f'rom vili‘ges, » & v rcally wag s Very plcturesqie si ht, and the curery,
of which we tasted g lirﬂﬂx) vas qulte good, Len al'ter o rather longer
Lause There was a cervice 8t 4.1% pri, at which bz Burton gna 1 spoke, and
firally at 6 rm there was sx\?elvopm>raeatirw‘ Eﬁgﬂi“r ﬁhilwixin,at,izhicfl he
vas given an audress. ese, After thet ¢ vent o CGlnner with . Yacbb
the Indian Listrict vuperintendent, anc hed & more or les- indian mesl,
theugh I d1d take along & spoon snd fork, as I go not  feel vi.ry happy
eat Ing with my fingers, which I rant helyp thirklng a%e no nearly so
¢1vlilised a way of eatine asChopsticks,
4+ went on next day hy car +o Mapgercoil, and the 19X T week
8 in fact spent in golng from L.M. S station to Lii.s statlion in ‘ravancore,
.t 18 periectly lovely country, mountainsg on one side, the sez on other,
and socaa-aui palms and rice tress Inbetweons I smw a falrly vatped eie
®dee4i0m shlection of villagons, caurches, achools, =nd nlssionaries,
I alsoc moloved un to the mo ntaing, and down to the €%, aud at some
places lnclvding ‘rivandrum, the cepltal of th> «tat sav the outside
of Hindd temples, but in “ravancore non-iindus re not allcvec intd thems
I lecarnt quite & 1ot ePout the gmneral sltuation o the Liie§
Vhureir in ‘ramancore, wnich T really shouldnt cnll Lielie 25 1t is part of
the Soutl India bnited Churéh, and may become part of a larger union
Ingluding: the “piscopal Churchs byt t2ey themselves ar very ccnsclious of
‘heir connectlon with the L.}.3, far more hhan of their ; létion with
the CeleUsly, ‘hether ous of loyalty for the old, or in honres cf more

financlal help, I should not like to say. Sometimes I
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GINLING COLLEGE,
CHENGTU.
March 7th, 1939.

Dear Friends,

I am afraid it is some time I sent you anything in the
way of a general letter. If I remember rightly the last one
was written just before I left Hankow for Hongkong, towards
the end of January 1938, and was printed in Hongkong and
sent out from there.

I had an uneventful journey from Hankow to Shanghai
by plane and boat. The wharf where the boat docked was
unusually empty, as it was in that part of Shanghai which
the Japanese had taken over, but the International and
French Concessions were full to overflowing, and seemed to
get fuller and fuller. They say that the area of Shanghai
which used to hold over one million people now holds over
four million, and it not only ¢s the most congested urban
district at present in the world, but it looks like it. You
glance down any street and as somebody said it looks like
a fire or a fight, so great is the crowd.

My own quarters at first, though comfortable, were not
exactly spacious as I shared with Florence and Ruth an
apartment that was comfortable for one, possible for two,
and rather crowded for three. However, after about two
weeks Elsie Towers, a London Mission doctor at the Lester
Hospital, very kindly offered me the use of the guest room
in her flat above the hospital, and I stayed there until I
left in July. It was a most convenient place to stay being
right down town and near everything, and also a very nice
flat, and nice people to be with. She was housing besides
myself K. B. Evans also of our Mission, whose former home
on our Chaoufoong Road Compound was quite unhabitable,
and later when Miss Evans went home one of the nurses came
in. The room itself, though perfectly adequate for a
transient guest, was not designed for a permanent lodger,
and contained a wardrobe, but no chest of drawers. How-
ever, living in my suit cases has become almost second nature,
and I counted myself very fortunate indeed in such a place
as Shanghai to have a room to myself. One good thing that
came to me personally out of the year of refugeeing in
Wuhan and Shanghai is that I lived for the first time since
my arrival in China with my own Mission, and saw more of
them, and learnt more about their work than I had ever done
before. Of course in Shanghai since the compound was
destroyed, they were very much scattered, but even so I saw
a good bit of them.




Shanghai itself is rather a heart-breaking place, though
some of the sections are outwardly pretty normal, and so
crowded that such places as restaurants, etc., look almost
gay. I myself was not doing any work in refugee camps,
but K.B. was inspecting for the Red Cross, and would come
back with many distressing stories—both about the refugees
themselves, and in some cases of those who were running the
camps. On one of the holidays we arranged for a party of
students and Faculty to make a tour of many refugee camps,
and we saw all kinds, from two very good ones—one in part
of St. John’s buildings and one run by the Y.W.C.A. with
a really charming nursery school—to places so dirty and
crowded that it seemed as though life would be unbearable
for anyone who lived there—the people in that camp looked
more apathetic than anything else. That rather tends to be
the state of mind of the refugees, they settle down into a
state of just sitting, which at first is probably a positive
effort at patience, but quickly develops into a negative state
of inertia. There were considerable efforts being made to
begin industries in the camps, but organisation of that kind
18 not easy to start on the large scale that was demanded,
and as so often happens the process of organisation got a
little tied up with personalities, and did not swing free into
a well directed release of energies. I sometimes think that
one of the most discouraging things about this world is the
rather few number of people who feel that they are being
able to get ahead with their job helped and not hindered by
the organisation of which they are a part. I have no
quarrel with organisation, but it is disheartening how often

it fails to do its job. I am not sure where the cure lies,
but with women I am sure that it is often the old old story
of not being able to see the job as a job, but simply as part
of their ego, and being frightfully possessive.

The terrible crowds in one part of Shanghai, the utter
desolation in the other is one of its saddest features. I
went for a walk one Sunday afternoon with others to the
L.M.S. compound in Chaoufoong Road. As soon as we had
crossed over the Garden Bridge the place was almost empty
except for some Japanese soldiers and sailors, some Japanese
civilians, and a few Chinese, but at first most of the houses
were standing, and where they were damaged had only
windows out or something relatively small like that. But
as we went on down Broadway the destruction got worse and
worse, and when we finally turned down Chaoufoong Road
it was an absolute ruin and desert, with just bits of the walls
of the houses standing up, but literally everything else
either burnt out, or carried away. The only place I have

seen which reminded me of it at all were the ruins at Pompei,
though this was far more complete as regards the inside of
the houses, and also, T must admit, less picturesque. There
was hardly a person to be seen, and the general effect was
rather eerie.  Our own compound though in a melancholy
condition had one house with its roof still intact and another
that had only had a shell through it. Four of the houses
were as completely burnt out as anything we had seen, but
others had an awful derelict mess of possessions in them, and
I wasn’t sure whether it was worse to have your house
completely burnt out, with not a chance of getting a single
thing back, or to have that ghastly mess of confusion, and
try to pick out things from it. Of course by the time I saw
it most of the salvaging had already been done, and the
things left were those that people had decided were useless
to save, but I gather that it was an act of faith to believe
that anything was worth saving so terrible did everything

look.

Nature was being its usual courageous self, we collected
quite a bunch of daffodils, and there were some lovely
lowering-shrubs, in bloom, but in such surroundings as that
when men have made such a terrible mess of things, I am
not sure that nature’s beauty is not almost the last touch of
horror by reason of the contrast, but I don’t suppose one
should feel that way. We walked back another way, and
went through that part where most of the Japanese civilians
live, you would hardly have known you were not in a
Japanese town ; the Japanese women as always seemed rather
charming, and quite inoffensive. ~Foreigners were allowed
to go and come quite freely in the day time in that part,
though you might suddenly find martial law clamped down
on you, and be unable to leave, but Chinese had to have a
pass.

When I first got to Shanghai classes had not started, as
it was the mid-semester vacation, but I had plenty to do
getting ready, as having taught English at Hwa Chung, I
found that the need in Shanghai was for me to teach two
courses in History, and only one in religion. It was some-
time since I had done much history, so it was necessary to
get to work on that at once. Ginling had taken rooms in
the Y.W.C.A. building on Yuen Ming Yuen Road, just
opposite the British Consulate, and very near the Bund.
Our quarters were not exactly spacious, we had three class
rooms, one reading-room, two faculty offices, and one room
used for many purposes Rest Room, Faculty meeting room,
Dr. Wu’s office, Mrs. New’s office, etc., etc. The Faculty
used to have a picnic lunch there on Fridays and discussions
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as well, on many themes, including Huxley’s ‘“ Ends and
Means””.  One Faculty office—very small—housed two peo-
ple, the other somewhat larger had seven desks for faculty,
and a table for our office boy, so it was not, I am afraid the
world’s best place for study. We were lucky as to our
furniture, as we were able to borrow almost all we needed
free of charge.

Ginling was one unit—only a small unit—of a scheme
whereby all the Christian Universities and Colleges then in
Shanghai were co-operating in part, while maintaining
along some lines an independent existence. There were
seven 1institutions in all, three of them Shanghai institutions
—St. John’s, Shanghai Baptist University, and the Women’s
Christian Medical College—but none able for various reasons
to be on their own campuses, and then four from elsewhere,
Soochow University, Hangchow Christian College, University
of Nanking, and Ginling. Though St. John’s did not feel
it was safe to go back to its own campus, because of the
proximity of the Japanese, their buildings were ummolested,
and they were able to get at all their equipment, and that
they very generously shared with all the rest of us. A
Common Reading-room and Library was opened in the
premises they had rented on Nanking Road, and they would
send for any book that you wanted from their library on the
campus. Common laboratories were also set up with equip-
ment brought from St. John’s, and a catalogue of all the
courses offered by all the institutions was published. Most
of the institutions had a full faculty there, and were able
to provide most of the work for their own students, we only
had about half, our faculty, and Nanking had practically
none, so our students had to take many courses in other
institutions. ~We felt it was worthwhile opening even the
small unit we did have—about 65 students in all-partly
because many of them were seniors, and some in such depart-
ments as Geography and Physical Education which other
institutions did not offer, and also because East China is
our natural habitat, and so long as the future was still
obscure, it seemed better to keep one foot there, and not root
ourselves up entirely, until we could see more how things
were shaping. I am sure our term there was worth while,
we graduated seventeen at the end of the term; and we
learnt by experience what conditions were, so that we could
decide our future policy on the basis of knowledge.

Personally I got a good deal out of the time in Shang-
hai, heartless though that seems. For one thing I cannot
help feeling that had I gone to Chengtu and not to Shanghai
from Hankow, I should probably not have received the

invitation to go as one of the delegates from China to Madras,
which I received while I was in Shanghai. Of course they
might have asked me in any case, but I can’t help feeling
that the fact that I was there, and did a little speaking about
the place did make some difference; and that was something—
I mean going to Madras—for which I shall always be grate-
ful.  Another thing that meant a good deal was the sense
of the nearness to Nanking. Communications opened up
more and more—people began to come out, and things could
be sent up, by the kindness of the British and American
navies. Almost the day I arrived in Shanghai George Fitch
came down from Nanking, and addressed various meetings
on conditions there, he was the first to get out after the
capture of the city and the terrible things that happened
afterwards. Everybody from Nanking was panting for news
of Nanking, and whenever people came down from there—
and one by one they gradually leaked through, though almost
all of them went back again—we would all gather round
with our tongues hanging out like dogs—thirsty for news.
Another occupation was buying the various things that
Minnie and others needed for the work they were starting
in the refugee camps, and getting it delivered at the right
place at the right time to be sent to whatevet gun-boat was
going up that time. Sending things on a non-commercial
basis undoubtedly takes much more time and effort on your
part, as it is up to you to do all the discovery of when the
boat is going, and they may always change their date or
hour of sailing without any warning. Also when you know
that if you miss one boat, there may not be another able to
take things for a week or two, and also realise how much
the other people want the things, it becomes quite a nerve-
racking business. The University of Nanking office in the
Missions Building was the centre of the carrying trade for
us, and I wouldn’t like to think how many times I ran in
there to ask Claude Thomson or Lilliath Bates when the
next boat was going. I think there is no doubt that being
in a place like Shanghai, where so many others were refugees,
and where there were so many people from Nanking anxious
and eager to talk things over was a great psychological relief.
You couldn’t help thinking and talking about conditions
there a great deal, especially when it was all so fresh, and
in a place like this (Chengtu) where the majority of the
people are not refugees, though delightful and sympathetic,
you can very quickly become a nuisance. So I am grateful
for that to have been in Shanghai during that period.

Again I found teaching history very interesting, if

rather painful, against the background of present events. 1T
. ; . s

was teaching one course in Modern History from the French
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Revolution to the present day. The text I was using was
an American text, very good by a man called Hayes, and I
came to the conclusion that it was most salutary to read such
a book, and gets its view on England. It seems to me that
so many of the English books on England tend to soften
down the picture of our own imperialism, however truly they
may give the facts, which is perfectly natural when you see
it from inside, or else if they are critical, they are definitely
so, and not a little hostile. But when you have a picture
by a relatively fair historian, dealing with you just as one
pﬂenomena in the historical sphere, not softened down by
an innate kindness for one’s own, nor critical with the
conscious hostility of one who does not approve, you get a
new angle on things, I think all children should learn their
history first as written by a fair-minded historian of another
country, and preferably in a history of Europe, not of Eng-
land. If they got that first, their picture of all her great-
ness and her good qualities could be fitted in to an essentially
fair perspective, instead of occupying almost the whole
canvas, and giving them a very biassed picture.

Another advantage of Shanghai is the number of people
you can meet, especially at the present moment. There
were many alumnae there, a good many of whom had had to
come in from the surrounding places, and were like us
refugees. 'We had several alumnae meetings on different
occasions, and in addition to the regular all alumnae meet-
ings I had several special re-unions with the two classes to
which I was adviser—1933 and 1937, as well as individual
meetings. I also ran one brief discussion group on Saturday
afternoons, which met four times. The attendance was not
large, about four or five were there most times, it is almost
impossible in Shanghai to find suitable times, but I think
the things we discussed were worth while. We came back
again and again to the ever recurring question as to whether
it 18 possible to love one’s enemies under present conditions,
and as to how far it is possible to keep one’s faith in face
of the present evils and injustices of the world. Neither
of them easy questions to think out, nor if you get an answer
that seems right easy to live out, but problems that must
be faced, and they were faced in a constructive way really
seeking an answer, not in the mood of cynical pessimism.

Besides meeting the alumnae, I went to various other
groups such as the F.O.R., where again we wrestled, not
too effectively, with the problems of the day, and during
the last months to the meetings of the Madras delegates who
were in Shanghai, for a discussion of those topics. I am
afraid—I am one of those people who tend to degenerate

very easily into the type that substitute talking for action,
and feel that attendance at a meeting is really work, whereas
—except on occasions—it is merely a highbrow form of
amusement. I also did a certain amount of speaking at
various places—whether that is work or not I dont know,
but it certainly seems like it. Most of it was serious but
one was a debate at the Y.M., when they got two women to
discuss the motion ‘‘That the world would be a happier
place if ruled by women ’’, which as you can see was for
their amusement, not their edification. I took the affirmative,
and managed to carry the motion—largely I suppose because
it needs more imagination than most people have to think
that the world could be less happy ruled by women than it
1s at the moment ruled by men.

Of course I also saw people just privately—no discussion
attached—at least only incidentally, and I went on occasions
to the movies, ballet, A.D.C. performances, etc. (Amateur
Dramatic Club). I dont know whether this is right or not,
in such a time as this. The Chinese seem rather to move
between two extremes, some seem to feel that it is absolutely
wrong to indulge in any form of amusement at this time,
and 1f some had their way cinemas, theatres, etc., would be
closed, not only on special occasions, as they are now, but
all the time. Madame Chiang expressed an opinion along
these lines (not about the closing of the theatres, but feeling
that amusements should stop) in one of her addresses. On
the other hand some of them seem to feel quite free to live
a life of almost pure amusement with a certain fatalistic
determination to have as good a time as possible while they
can. Of course in practice most of them follow the same
method as we do of going occasionally, and regarding it as
a legitimate relaxation, if not indulged in too much, but
that is not their expressed theory, as I think it definitely
was during the Great War in England.

In March Dr. Wu arrived, having flown to Hongkong,
and then taken the boat to Shanghai. She arrived rather
sooner than was expected, and almost unannounced, however,
it happened that it was a day on which we were having a
student assembly, and there was great excitement when she
walked in. T am afraid she didn’t have a very restful time
in Shanghai, but she doesn’t haven’t that anywhere, but it
was during her time in Shanghai (she left again in about
six weeks) that Dr. Herman Liu, President of Shanghai
Baptist University, was shot right out in the open street by
assassins hired by the Japanese because of his expressed
opinions. None of the presidents of institutions felt too
safe, though he had done much more talking than the rest—




in public—and had already received warnings to get out of
Shanghai, but he felt his work lay in Shanghai at the moment
and so he stayed.

The great question to be settled during her visit was
what we should do next year. Should we continue the plan
of having two units, one in Chengtu and one in Shanghai,
or should we unite our forces, and if so where? I think
the conclusion we came to on the basis of our experience
was quite unanimous. We were feeling very definitely the
drawback of having a small faculty in both places, we couldn’t
do really solid work in either place. ~We were also feeling
increasingly that there no real necessity for us to stay in
Shanghai, and that as long as the work had to be non-
residential the special contribution of a women’s college
could hardly be made. Our students had to Q‘()‘fl‘()llll ‘place
to place because they were taking their work in different
institutions, and the parents didn’t really like that, as life
was none too safe in Shanghai for young girls. One of our
own girls had been followed, and efforts made to get her into
a car, and the amount of kidnapping that was going on of
young girls made everybody mnervous. All the other
universities were co-educational, even St. John’s had now
taken in women, and therefore on the purely academic side
they could get what they wanted, and it would be really
more satisfactory for them to have all their work in one
place. Personally I also felt that the value of much of the
academic work carried on under the crowded conditions that
1t was, and with so much energy spent in coming and going
was to be seriously questioned. Another big question was
how far students could be really trained for work in the
reconstruction of China under such conditions as Shanghai
offered, when it was impossible to get in the country from
there. So that all our thinking tended in the same direc-
tion, and while feeling that the Shanghai unit had been
well worth while for that term, we decided that we would
definitely close down the Shanghai unit, (except for finishing
up work in the Physical education department, and allowing
certain girls to postpone their transfer for another year, so
we still had a Ginling office) and concentrate in West China.
We felt we ought if possible to ‘‘ ruralize ’’ ourselves a little
more, and we did think of going to a small country place in
Szechuen, however, we couldn’t get the buildings we wanted
there, so we finally decided on the ever hospitable West
China Union University Campus in Chengtu, with a rural
project somewhere near.

Dr. Wu left for the west, spending time in Hankow at
the People’s Conference and at Kuling for the Women’s
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Conference on her way, and we settled down to our first job
of planu{ng how to get a group of students and faculty from
Shanghai to Chengtu, a trip that took about two months in
the planning, and two months in the execution thereof.

Before the final wind up of the term Florence Kirk and
[ were able to get up to Nanking for a week, for which we
were very grateful, though it was one of those mixed
experiences of joy and sorrow. For a long time the Japanese
were very reluctant to let any more foreigners in, though
of course the officials of the foreign powers were back. A fter
much pushing and hammering, two doctors and two nurses
were finally pushed in, and then there was another long
pause, and then in May they allowed a certain number of
missionaries who had been former residents to return, but
no business men, and no one who had not lived there before.
Actually Florence and I got our pass with very little difficulty
in the end, though we took a lot of preparatory steps that
didn’t seem to matter at all. The journey up took 12 hours,
where formerly it had taken about 6, and coming down was
even longer. Every conceivable inconvenience was put in
your way, and the Japanese soldiers were very much in
evidence everywhere, with their far from good manners and
their almost uniform ugliness. The Japanese soldier on
active service—even behind the lines—seems to think it is
effiminate to pay any attention to personal tidiness. But it
was wonderful to see Minnie and Mrs. Tseng, Blanche Wu,
and Harriet Whitmer (who had only gone up a short time
before), and others—and also to see the campus again. It
vas looking almost as lovely as ever, the only outward sign
of a change was the presence of some washing hanging out
to dry, where formerly it would have never been allowed,
and also more barbed wire put up to try and protect certain
places from the refugees. Inside the buildings still showed
signs of the wear and tear of 12,000 refugees, and there were
still 500 or 600 refugees in the Recitation and Central
Buildings.  Technically they were not called refugees, as
all camps had been closed at the end of May, it was a sum-
mer school. But although it was perfectly bona fide summer
school, of which we attended the opening session, yet the
students were all young women, and they had been chosen
partly because some of them were destitute, and others
because they lived in parts of the city that were unsafe,
owing to their proximity to soldiers. We attended one
meeting of all the missionaries then in Nanking at the Buck
House, where the eight men who had carried so much of the
responsibility of the Safety Zone had lived, and felt we got
fairly up to date on present conditions in Nanking. The
outlook for the winter was not good, as there seemed few
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sources of livelihood, and the main occupation of the populace
seemed to be selling loot to each other, which is not very
productive. ~The farmers had got on with the business of
sowing better than had been expected, but the townspeople
are in a bad plight. One of the concerns expressed at the
meeting was that nothing was being done for the Japanese
soldiers to encourage them to be decent. It seems strange
that in as relatively up to date an army as the Japanese there
seems nothing at all in the way of social welfare for the

soldiers, such as the Y.M.C.A. does.

The Chief Secretary of the German Embassy very
kindly took us in his car outside the city wall, only the
official representatives can get outside freely, and they have
to have a Japanese gendarme with them. Not much damage
has been done to any of the public buildings on Purple Mt,
such as the Mausoleum, but practically all the private houses
out there have been or are being destroyed, and we watched
some men carrying away wood from the panelling of the
house that had been built for the president. The park
itself, which had formerly looked so lovely and beautifully
kept, was very unkempt, and reminded one rather of the
garden of the Sleeping Beauty. On our way back we
motored through the South City, whole streets in which have
been practically burnt out, and it was a melancholy spectacle.
In fact the whole of Nanking is that, outside the former
refugee zone there is desolation, and very few Chinese in
evidence.  Inside the refugee zone, to which the people
were still clinging, although it was no longer a zone, all
the houses were crowded, and people selling all sorts of
things in little impromptu booths, or just spread out on a
mat on the ground. Both sections were depressing in a
different way.

Florence and I spent most of the time going through
our own things, and also the library books to make a selection
of books to try and take up to Chengtu with us—we couldn’t
of course bring those down with us, but packed them up to
walt on the courtesy of the British or American navy. All
you can take on the train is a suit case or two in the hand,
and going down there was barely room for that. for the train
was simply packed, and got fuller and fuller as we neared
Shanghai. My own house had come through quite intact,
soldiers had entered the Faculty residence on the hill above,
and taken a few small things, but had not molested my
house, I spent a little time going over things there, and
generally getting it ready for a couple from the American
Church mission to move in there during the summer. |
much prefer the thought of it being lived in to having it
empty.
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It was very interesting to hear stories from Minnie as
to what had happened here, and what there, but we saw all
too little of her as she is very busy indeed, and cannot move
without several people who have been lying in wait coming
up to speak to her. She is still there now and with the
others is carrying on a really very good work for two groups
—a Home-Craft school for destitute women to try and help
them re-habilitate themselves, and classes for girls of middle-
school age, both very necessary in a city that has become
denuded of all constructive and educational work except
what the missionaries can supply. I believe there are a few
schools opened by the puppet municipal government, but not
very effective or numerous.

After we returned from Nanking, most of our time was
taken up with end of term engagements, and getting ready
to go to Chengtu. The Seven institutions which had been
co-operating during the term held joint Baccelaureate and
Commencement Exercises, the first in Moore Memorial Church,
and the second in the Grand Theatre (cinema), which was
lent for the occasion. Some people felt it was rather rash
to hold such a large affair, but admission was strictly by
ticket, and there was no public advertising. We had the
band of the American Marines, and both the Chinese Flag
and American flag were displayed prominently. We did
not have the actual memorial service, but we sang a patriotic
song, and the speech of the day was decidedly patriotic. It
was really quite an affair, and everything went off well, and
there was no disturbance. It is rather curious in this war
how much goes on right in the middle of territory nominally
occupied by the Japanese. We had our own affairs for the
Seniors, as well as the joint affairs, and it lent an extra zest
to everything that Miss Vautrin was able to come down from
Nanking in time for the various occasions. She stayed in
Shanghai about two weeks, busily collecting all possible
information and help for the projects she had in mind, and
then went north for a holiday by the sea, though I am afraid
that even there she continued her search for all available
information and suggestions. While these were still going
on, and afterwards we were busy with preparations for our
trip west, writing many letters, packing up endless parcels
of books and posting them, etc.

The main difficulty about the trip was that we didn’t
know which way we were going. Would Hankow still be
in the hands of the Chinese, and should we be able to go by
the Canton-Hankow railway, and up there by river, or would
that route be impossible? Should we have to go up the
Pearl River to Wuchow, and thence by bus to Kwelyang

11 —




and Chungking, or would that also be impossible, and should
we have to go to Haiphong, thence by railway to Yunnan-fu
(now called Kunming and thence by bus or plane to Chengtu)?
The last route was so expensive and long that we looked upon
it as a last resort; but when we left Shanghai on July 13th
a small party of 6 faculty and six students we still did not
know which of the other two routes we were going by.
Even after our arrival in Hongkong it was still uncertain,
and during our first day there we received three different
instructions from Dr. Wu then in Hankow. On arrival
we had a letter saying to come by Hankow, but later the
same day, before we had made any travelling arrangements,
we received an air mail letter saying that it was impossible
to get any bookings on the boats from Hankow, and that we
had better go the other way. After we had made all possible
arrangements for that route, we returned to the London
Mission (where Florence and I were staying in great comfort)
to find a wire telling us to come by Hankow, as they had
succeeded in getting reservations for us on a Butterfield and
Swire steamer. I must admit that we were very glad as the
other route was much more difficult and uncertain, especially
in the matter of baggage, but it meant changing all our
bookings, however that was easy.

The next question was to get places on the train, and
for the train to leave. We couldn’t get bookings until the
Thursday after we arrived in Hongkong, which we did on
a Friday. Waiting in Hongkong would have been very
pleasant except that every day there was news of bombings
on the lines, and bombings in Hankow, and you wondered
what you were leading the students into.  However, that
7as their look out as much as ours, as we had accepted no
responsibility except that of being with them, so that if they
were bombed, we should be bombed too. On Wednesday
they told us the train wouldn’t leave till Friday, on Thursday
they said it wouldn’t leave till Saturday. Finally on
Saturday we got on to it with our mountain of luggage—
(by this time we were 17, as more students had joined us in
Hongkong), kind friends had said good-bye to us and the
whistle had blown, when the word came that the train
wouldn’t leave until Monday, as a bridge had been bombed
up the line, and it would take that long to repair. We did
feel flat, and there was the problem of accommodation and
luggage, as most of the girls had moved out of their place,
and much of their bedding was in the luggage van. The
authorities very kindly let the girls sleep on the train, which
meant that the rest of us who had beds to go back to could
leave all our luggage safely stowed away in the compart-
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ments. We went to a perfectly idiotic movie to cheer our-
selves up after that blow ““ The Yank at Oxford .

On Monday the train did finally start, and on Tuesday
everything went beautifully, and we got into Hunan province
without any adventures, but on the Wednesday about noon,
the train stopped, and we were told that there was bombing
ahead, and we had better get out, which we did. It was
quite pleasant country, and we found a little stream, and
wood, where it was quite shady. The people in the farm
house near were quite unconcerned, and said that they had
never had any bombing there. After about an hour and a
half the siren went alling us back to the train, and we
moved on. We reached Yochow, where the bombing had
been about 6 p.m. and sat there, just opposite the bombed
platform and station offices until noon next day. They
hadn’t done much damage to the actual line at that place,
though the street leading from the station to the town was
more or less in ruins, and still smoking. But a few hundred
yards ahead they had blown a hole plumb in the middle of
the line, and we had to wait while that was repaired. It
wasn’t too pleasant just sitting there, but the weather was
so hot, that really one thought more of the state of omne’s
body than the state of one’s mind, and personally I was so
concentrated on trying to lie still and not make myself any
hotter, that I don’t believe I was as nervous as I should have
been if T had been more comfortable. Next morning it
rained most of the time which was comforting. We had
quite a community life on the train, gathering every morning
in one of the carriages for prayers, and doing quite a lot
of cooking, as we had brought along our own food, and
there was a stove for heating hot water at the end of the
corridor.

About 12 noon we left Yochow, and crept round the
hole which they had mended sufficiently for us to go on,
nothing more untoward occurred and we arrived in Wuchang
late that night, or more accurately at 2 a.m. the next morning.
There are disadvantages at arriving at such an hour on a
dark night, finding no coolies available at first, and half the
Chinese army stretched out on the platform asleep, with
nowhere to walk. But it has one very great advantage and
that is that in the middle of a moonless night, you are not
likely to be troubled with air-raids, and when you are arriving
at a station in war-time that is something to be grateful for.
We did finally scare up enough coolies, and we and all our
hand luggage got across, the Yangtse to Hankow and the
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London Mission, where we were staying, by about 4 a.m.
[t was dawn before we got to bed.




The next question was the boat, and we discovered that
while we had the bookings all right, the boat- was under
repair, and labour was hard to get, so that nobody quite
knew when the boat would leave—in the final event it left
just three weeks after we arrived. 1 am afraid that the
poor man in Butterfield and Swire got very tired of the sight
of us asking when it was going before the three weeks were
up. As long as we had to stay in Hankow during the sum-
mer with air-raids a not infrequent occurrence, we were
lucky to have such a good place in which to stay. We had
the whole of the house on the L.M.S. compound in which
I had lived the winter before with Irene Moody. The
faculty slept in her flat downstairs, and the students slept
upstairs in what had been the Chinese teachers’ rooms. We
were all together, and as it was in the old British Concession
we were not so likely to be bombed upon as in other places,
as roughly speaking they seemed to be respecting foreign
property.

Actually we got through the three weeks pretty well,
quite a number of the girls and faculty went along twice a
week to the sewing party of the Union Church to make
nightshirts, etc. We also went a certain amount to help at
the Red Cross godown, and did some work making dressings
for the Union Hospital at home. We made one trip across
to Wuchang, where Catharine Sutherland was still staying
at first, but it seemed hardly wise to repeat the trip, as
Wuchang was liable to be bombed anywhere. We did have
several air raids, some of them pretty bad elsewhere, though
none of them feel very near us, but I can’t say I like them
under any circumstances, and some of them did a nasty bit
of damage. We went round the Union Hospital while some
of the victims were still there, and there was one pathetic
mite that had been burned so badly both back and front that
he couldn’t lie down at all, and just sat up sobbing quietly
to himself. So there was rather a sombre background to the
whole time but still there were lots of friends and alumnae
to see; we had one supper with Djang Yin-feng and Tang
Th-wen and heard about their experiences with soldiers in
Nanchang, and also Djang Yin-feng’s work with the factory
girls, and how they were going to be moved to the country—
and so the time went by.

When the boat was finally ready, I went through some
more moments of uncertainty. We had four saloon class
passages—which 1is foreign first class, and thirty deck
passages. By this time our numbers had again swollen as
more girls had joined us at Hankow and Wuchang to go on
with us to Chengtu. The boat was a very small one, as it
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went right through the Gorges, and the deck space on the
Chinese deck was limited in any case, but when it was all
filled up with the baggage of the people in the cabins, it was
impossible to see where 30 people were going to sit, let alone
lie, sleep, dress, eat, etc. for a week or ten days. I just
didn’t see how they could possibly live, and though of course
we could go down and be with them during the day, we
couldn’t sleep there, as they won’t let foreigners sleep any-
where but saloon class. However, in the end it was all
right, as the Captain and Chief officer, who was a friendly
little Welshman, let all our party sleep up on the Saloon
class deck, which was perfectly comfortable and really the
best place to sleep in the hot weather. They just went
down below for meals, so that the voyage was all round about
as comfortable as one could expect in war time conditions.
All the other Saloon class passengers were Chinese, and they
made no objection to being overrun by all our party, and they
really did behave themselves pretty well.

As far as Ichang the journey is through quite flat
country after that the Gorges begin, and they are beautiful,
though T don’t think that in any place they were quite as
sheer as I expected them. But there is a good deal of
variety in the effects, and a boat is the best place in the
world, T think, from which to see scenery—much better than
a car or train, you feel so much more in the picture yourself.
We continued the practice on the boat, that we had had on
the train and at Hankow of having prayers, sometimes in
the morning, sometimes in the evening. And the last
evening of all Miss Sutherland wrote a song of thanks to
the Captain and the other officers, which the girls sang,
and after that we played games altogether.

At each stage of this journey I thought that once we
got to the next stage we would be all right. At Hongkong,
I thought the worst would be over when we were in Hankow,
and at Hankow I thought surely all the problems will be over
when we get to Chungking. But that was not quite true.
We arrived at Chungking latish in the afternoon, it was a
dull grey day, such as they often have there, and drizzling
slightly. = Kathleen Boeye—a girl from Nanking who had
been working in Chungking for that year—met us. She
herself was extraordinarily good and helpful, and took all
the girls out to stay at the Methodist Girls’ School, which
is right on the outskirts of the city. But she brought us
the cheerful news that all the arrangements that Dr. Wu
had been trying to make for buses to Chengtu had fallen
through, that it was difficult to get places on the ordinary
buses, and heaven only knew when a party of our size would
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be able to move on! None of which was very cheering, in
addition the weather was gloomy and the business of getting
the luggage across the river was quite a chore, in spite of
the fact that the Canadian Mission Agency, where we were
staying, had sent down a man to meet us. He was efficient,
but had much to do, and for a time he disappeared, and it
grew darker and darker, and I got more and more depressed.
However, we did finally get off on a boat piled high with
our luggage, and finally arrived at our destination after
going up flights and flights of stairs.

Chungking, as one person has said, is a city of only too
dimensions—height and length, no breadth. It climbs up
the side of the steep descent to the river, the city wall is
about half way up, and there are piles of houses below it
reaching down to the river of the most rickety order. It
seems to me that it would be an absolute death trap in an
air raid, as there are no open spaces in the centre of the
town, and one bomb would bring down hundreds of these
flimsily built houses. The town lies on both sides of the
river, and there is also a third section on the other side of
the Little river. At high water time the river is quite
difficult to cross especially in the evenings, and Chungking
18 very river-conscious, I have lived in Nanking, and
Wuhan, both on the Yangtse, but nowhere else does the river
figure as constantly in people’s minds and the general con-
versation. The natural scenery and position of Chungking
18 very lovely, but there is rather a pall of grey over the
whole city, and it is not an easy one in which to get about.
The streets seemed fairl§ crowded, though not up to the
standard of Shanghai.

We had a pleasant place to stay at the Canadian Mission
Agency, which runs a guest house. We saw a good many
old friends in Chungking, as one does now in any of the main
centres in China these days. Two of our alumnae—Hwang
Li-ming (1933) and Lu Gin-ai were both staying in a refugee
hostel that the Canadian Mission is running, and both had
recently had babies, we also saw Pun Tsui-ying with her
two daughters. Many of the other alumnae we saw at a
meeting held out at Ho Ru-hsia’s school, which was just
next to the school where the girls were staying (that school
by the way was badly bombed in the air raid on Chungking
in January). Florence Kirk and I also went out one day
with Chen Mei-yu to Central University, where she is
teaching. They moved from Nanking early in September,
and have got quite a lot of their equipment with them.
They have built a university of army huts next door to the
University of Chungking on part of their land. The buildings
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are very simple, the girls have one vast room in which there
are over 100 beds (double deckers), and they have very little
space to put anything except on their beds, it must be like
living perpetually at camp. It is outside Chungking about
10 miles, and is in a beautiful position on a bend of the
river.  Unless the Japanese mean to bomb them it should
be safe, as they couldn’t possibly be mistaken for part of
the town, though I suppose you might mistake them for a
military camp, but doubtless the Japanese know what they
are!

The rather gloomy prognostications for our getting away
from Chungking were not fulfilled, mainly owing to the skill
and industry of a member of the faculty—Hwang Dzun-mei.
She called industriously on everybody that might be of any
help, and got one whole bus for our use, and several odd
places. ~We arrived one Saturday, and by the following
Monday week everybody had left except Florence Kirk and
myself. We had the promise of a drive in a private car
by a man who was staying in the same place, and was taking
two large repair-shop trucks up to Chengtu, and had his own
car along too. But the trucks took so long to get across the
river, that finally after much discussing, and shifting back-
wards and forwards, we decided not to wait, and in the end
one of our alumnae, her fiancé, Florence and I succeeded—
most unexpectedly—in getting hold of a private car, and
we drove to Chengtu in really very great comfort. It is
a lovely drive, the country in Szechuen is very fully
cultivated, and there is a great variety of crops—rice, sugar
cane, peppers, orange trees—are a few of them. Another
interesting feature of the landscape is the farm houses,
which have gable roofs and are half-timbered. If you could
get a picture of one of them without the curving roof at the
end, I really don’t think you would know whether it was in
Warwickshire or Szechuen. The distance is only 270 miles,
but the surface of the road is not very good, and it takes
two days—if you are lucky. The buses are in such a bad
state of repair, that you are lucky on a public bus if you do
not take three, four or even five days! We stopped the
night at a Methodist pastor’s house, who has certain rooms
set aside for the use of guests, and they were exactly like
the attic rooms of an old English Inn. We eat at restaurants
along the way, and managed by request not to get too much
of the very hot peppers and other flavourings of the same
kind with which the Szechuenese flavour their food. The
land of Szechuen looks very fertile and prosperous, I can’t
say the people look quite as fit as the land.

We arrived in Chengtu on September 13th having left
Shanghai on July 13th, so it was quite some trip. It was
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very exciting to arrive and see everybody. Dze-djen had
left Ichang with her family sometime before, and had hoped
to spend the summer in Mt Omei, but they had taken so
long to get to Chengtu that it had not been possible. How-
ever she was already here, and it was very nice to see her
again. The faculty and students were mostly still staying
in the Women’s College of Hwa Si (West China Union
University) but the dormitory that had been built for
Ginling was almost finished, and people moved in after about
a week. T actually moved in after about two weeks, staying
until then with Elsie Priest. The dormitory is quite simple,
three sides of a quadrangle, with the half timbered-effect
on the upper story. The connecting branch has a dining
and living room downstairs, and the faculty rooms above,
the other two wings are given up to students. The faculty
rooms are not large, about 12 ft. square, but we do have
them to ourselves; the students are four in a room, two
double decker beds each, and that is a bit on the crowded
side. Still taking it all in all we are very lucky; we don’t,
of course have any foreign meals in this dormitory, but the
Women’s College is just next door, and they very kindly
let us take what meals we like with them. At the moment
I am eating breakfast and supper there, and lunch here.

I seem to have gone off rather onto Ginling, without
saying anything about Chengtu or the West China Union
University Campus. Chengtu is an old, grey, walled city,
with some quite prosperous and picturesque looking residential
quarters, and many streets of small shops; only one or two
streets are modernized to any extent. The only thing it
lacks is colour, the Confucian Temple has quite a lovely
vellow tiled roof, but apart from that everything is grey,
green and brown. The Campus is just outside the two
South gates—between the old and the new. It is very large,
with plenty of wide green spaces, and dignified grey build-
ings, like the city it has everything except colour. I don’t
know whether there is really much less colour here than in
other cities, but one has a good many grey days, and I think
that helps to emphasize it.

West China University has been most hospitable, the
University of Nanking is established here, and has put up
quite a number of buildings, the Medical and Dental School
of Central University Nanking is also here sharing their
medical and dental facilities, and also Cheloo University
from Tsinan. We—as I have already said—have a dormi-
tory, but have to look to them for classroom and laboratory
accommodation. It is a union university of five societies—
(Canadian United Church (which is much the biggest element)

— 18 —

American Methodist, American Baptist, Church Missionary
Society (British) and English Friends. It is much more
of a federated university that a union one, such as Ginling,
and on the whole I think I approve of the union type,
though perhaps with this situation the federated is the best,
I don’t really know enough to say. Each denomination has
its own college building—though it is really rather more of
a hostel, but the Women of course have to have a joint
college. All these universities who go on the basis of giving
a certain amount of independence to the separate denomina-
tions break down when it comes to the women !

All our students from the three upper classes were going
into military training for about six weeks, so we couldn’t
start the regular work of the college until the beginning of
November. The question was what to do with the Fresh-
men—should we start classes for them, as West China was
doing, or should we wait until the upper classes were back
and start work all together? We decided to start classes
for all classes at the same time, but to have a special month
for the freshmen, trying to stimulate them to a more active
interest in the various phases of life and society, and so make
them more alert for study. We had rather hoped in Shang-
hai that we might be able to modify our curriculum a little
to bring it more into relation with actual conditions and
needs. But the government is now laying down the
curriculum exactly, so there was no chance of doing that.

We had one week of a general lectures on the present
situation the value of coming to college, how to study, etc.,
and also visits to the sights of Chengtu. The next two
weeks we divided into four sections—Social and Economic,
Educational and Cultural, Health and Recreation, and
Rural. For the rural they went to a village for three days
not very far from here, where they are doing some experi-
mental work. Religion came into the Educational and
Cultural. We had an exploratory test, then a general
introductory lecture, and then paid three visits to a Taoist
Temple (quite big and imposing, but not very well kept),
to a Catholic orphanage, and a Mahommedan mosque, in
both of which places the people were most kind and welcoming,
though one had to get special permission to go over the
Catholic place, whereas the Mahommedans were welcoming
whenever one turned up. Then the last week we went over
the ground a bit, had discussions of things done, did a few
more sights, and generally wound the thing up. I don’t
know exactly how much the students got out of it, some said
they got quite a lot, others didn’t think it had much mean-
ing, but certainly the faculty learnt a lot about Chengtu
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they wouldn’t otherwise have done. Most of the students
were from down river, so it was worthwhile getting them
a little acquainted with the city. One of the pld(cs they
were most interested in was a technical school where they
learn about the repair of aeroplanes, etc., I suppose under
the circumstances that is only natural.

Freshmen month, various committees to start different
things—such as the tutor system which the government is
insisting upon (not just an academic tutor, but also a moral
one, 1n fdct perhaps more the latter), domg a certain amount
of preaching, leading prayer meetings, and getting ready
my courses for my absence took up most of the time; also
getting to know some of the people here. They have a large
medical and dental school here, and there are a lot of
foreigners on-the staff of that, so the foreign community on
this campus is a large one, and takes some getting to know.
They are pleasant as md]Vldu’ilq kind and }10>p1table, and
have put up remarkably well with this influx of strangers
from down river, though it must have cost them no little
sacrifice of time and convenience, and made their classrooms,
etc. very crowded. But I think it is almost 1mp<ms1b]e—
given the Anglo-Saxon temperament—for this number of
foreigners not to rather dommafe the situation, and I think
they tend to do that vis-a-vis the Chinese.

We paid some visits to the girls in camp, they were
living in part of the Szechuen University buildings, under
fairly simple conditions, they were having to get up very
early, keep their rooms very tidy, and live a fairly strenuous
life. But the actual work seemed mostly lectures, and I
think they were a little sad that there was not more practical
work. I also attended the wedding of two alumnae—both
of whom married members of the staff of the University of
Nanking.  Also—not such happy events—I went to and
spoke at two memorial services, one for one of the girls who
came up with us from Shanghai, who died after she got
here, and the other for Dze-chen, Dze-djen’s sister. She
had died in July in Hwaiyuen, not being able to get out
because of the war, although she really needed further
treatment; they had not had word until August. She was
a person of great integrity of character, ability and very
hard W()I]\lll“: one of the people whom it is very easy to
speak well of with real sincerity, and very hard to understand
why she should die.

This has given you some idea of our actual doings when
we first got to (}unntu but as you can imagine our first

weeks in Chengtu were very much shadowed first by the
European crisis, and then by events in China—the fall of
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Hankow, and much more unexpected and depressing the fall
of (ant(m I must own I felt very wobbly inside me at the
thought of war in Europe and England. = We followed the
crisis pretty well by radio, it is quite easy to get London in
Chengtu, otherwise one would feel very cut off. It was
hard not to feel relieved when war was avoided, though I
don’t know that one should have been in vmw of the terms,
but one muldn t help oneself. ~War out here is bad enough,
but in one’s mind there is still a little security left at hmne
and that would have been swept from one too, though I
realise that sense of security is mainly a mirage, still it is
a comforting one while it lasts. Also events out hele would
be bound to be effected by the war, they were also effected
by the peace, as many Chinese think it was the agreement
at Munich which gave the Japanese encouragement courage
to go ahead, in the South.

Whatever the reasons were there was no doubt that the
Chinese were very depressed by the rapid success of the
Japanese in the South, for all their other defeats they have
prepared themselves well in advance, but this took them
unawares, and synchronising as it did with Hankow it made
things look pretty black. However, they have rallied very
well and Dr. Wu reported that the People’s Conference at
Chungking held in November after the fall of both cities
showed a very determined spirit, and that preparations were
being made for a long-time resistance.

The war is not as much in evidence in Chengtu, except
for the presence of many recruits in the process of being
drilled, as other places. But we had some air-raid warnings,
and one actual air-raid before I left, and there was one just
shortly afterwards. Both times they dropped their bombs
mainly on the air fields, and not inside the city, and not
much damage was done, but if they wanted to reduce this
place to ashes, I don’t think there is much to prevent them.
Up to date they have not been again, but I am afraid it is
possible that with the spring weather they may be with us
again. Like Hankow, Chengtu’s water level is on the high
side in many places for dugouts, however, some have been
built. I am sure of one thing, and that is that I shall get
out of this building, as I think a bomb quite a long distance
away might easily bring it down, as it was built in a hurry.
We were visited by two people who had been with the 8th
route army (ex- communists) in the North, one an American
journalist, and the other a Canadian missionary doctor; they
were both quite impressed with the organisation and spirit
of the soldiers and the people; and since then I have seen
something of Dr. Maclure, who has also worked in their
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area, and his tales are quite epic of their exploits. There
will surely be a new Chinese novel written after this war
which should compare favourably with the great historical
novels of the past. )

I was here just two months before it was time to go to
Madras, we were supposed to.be in Hongkong in time for
the boat on November 30th, by which most of the delegation
from China were going; so we had to leave here about the
middle of November, in order to leave a margin for delays.
Dr. Wu and I were both going, but we didn’t travel together
any of the way until Hongkong onwards, and we didn’t
travel back together at all.  She started after I did, but
flew from Hanoi to Hongkong, so got there before I did.
She was away most of October at the People’s Council in
Chungking. T thought I was going on November 11th, but
the plane was postponed (as they more than often are) until
I“Iovomber 13th, so I was able to attend our celebration of
Founders’ Day, which was really very pleasant. We had
a service in the afternoon, at which Dr. Chen Wei-ping
spoke, and then a very cheery informal supper in our
dormitory. The furnishing of the dormitory has taken some
time, and that was the first time we had anv furniture in
the Living Room worth mentioning, so we were beginning
to feel more settled. A smaller group—we had about 105
students—has its advantages on an occasion like that.

One always seems to have to make a very early start
when leaving by air—that time we had to be at the office in
town by 6 am. Rickshaws are hard to get at that time of
day, so I bicycled (I have bought a bicycle since being in
Chengtu, distances on the campus are so great that 1t saves
a lot of time, the city is also flat enough to be good for
cycling, but the streets are pretty bumpy, and the people
all appear to be deaf, so that ringing your bell avails little,
and you have to be pretty nippy to get in and out of rick-
shaws and people), and Dze-djen came in Dr. Wu’s rickshaw.
Only people going on the plane are allowed on the bus, and
no wonder, because even so it was packed as full as could
be, of course there are always a few stray officers of the
company as well as the passengers. The flight to Kunming
was quite uneventful, and at times we could see the snow
mountains to our west, it takes between 2 and 3 hours, and
we got there in time for a slightly late lunch. Harriet and
Paul Meyer met me at the field (they had met the plane for
three days running), Harriet used to teach at Ginline before
she married, and I stayed with them in great comfort at
the American Consulate. Harriet makes a very charming
hostess, and they have a beautiful son called John. Amun;
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the lesser comforts that I great enjoyed was being able to
stretch myself in a bath, our tin tubs in the dormitory are
adequate, but you can only sit cross-legged in them like the
Buddha. Harriet has a lovely home in a semi Chinese house
and I do not do it honour in mentioning the bath before the
beauty. Kunming itself is a lovely place, on a hill with
hills all round (the hills at Chengtu are too far away to be
of much use, and you get the feeling of great flatness,
though about once in three months or so you have a beautiful
view of the Snow Mountains, which is quite breath-taking)
and there is a lots of colour in the city, and a sense of light
and clearness even on stormy and rainy days. Like Chengtu
there are many refugees from all parts of China there, and
I met a good many old friends. Dr. Wu arrived on
Wednesday (I got there on the Monday), and Harriet gave
a tea for the two of us, though mainly for Dr. Wu.

Kunming is a centre of aviation activity, and I heard
quite a lot from Harriet and Paul of the vicissitudes of the
American aviators. They were facing rather a problem then
as the French had turned sticky on bringing up supplies for
the Chinese on their railway. Harriet was quite amusing
on the French community there, which she thought very
official minded. It is an odd foreign community, as there
are a fair number of French, German and British, none of
whom get along very well together, and then there are all
sorts off odd missionaries, as well as some sensible ones.
Only two or three of the major missionary societies have
work in Yunnan, but there are ever so many small societies,
none of which can get along with the others, or with them-
selves, which seems a pity. Harriet took me to the Blind
School run by German sisters, which was most attractive,
though in that gentle somewhat pietistic atmosphere, a large
portrait of Hitler seemed definitely out of place.

Even in Kunming information about boats from Haiphong
to Hongkong was hard to come by (we had left Chengtu in
complete ignorance in spite of many letters), but we made
a booking, and to be on the safe side left on the slow train
on Friday, the express only leaves twice a week. On a
slow train it takes three days to Hanoi, and you have to get
off at nights, which has its advantages, but gets rut!wr
tiresome when vou do it for the third time. I was travelling
with four Chinese men also on their way to the Madras
Conference. They were very pleasant travelling companions.

The railway is a narrow gauge mountain one, and the

scenery is certainly very beautiful, and you cross one quite
amazing suspension bridge. You arrive at the border the
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evening of the second day, and there is quite a lot of fuss
what between the French, and the Chinese, and war-time.
It always annoys me when you have to walk quite a distance
for your pass-port examination, it seems as though the
French might have a place at the station, however the
traveller’s convenience is not what is consulted on these
occasions.  The third day the scenery becomes more and
more tropical, and less and less mountainous, until at the
end you are in a broad rice-growing plain.  Our train was
late, so we stayed the night at Hanoi, and did not go to
Haiphong until the next day. We saw a little but not much
of Hanoi, which seemed like a pleasant very French town,
with beautifully broad streets, and an attractive lake in the
middle. The Annamese are not amongst the most beautiful
races of the world owing to their habit of chewing betel nut,
which makes their teeth absolutely black, and the effect
when they open their mouths is quite ghastly. In appearance
they are like the less virile type of Chinese, and their dress
is also strongly reminiscent of, though different from the
Chinese. I had always understood that the French had less
racial prejudice and were better personally at any rate—in
their treatment of the people under them than the British,
but it seemed to me that the officials on the train were just
about as rude and domineering as some Englishmen I have
seen in the east.

We had just one night in Haiphong, an unexciting rather
hot port, and we left the next day for Hongkong. The less
said about that trip the better, the only time I have been as
sick as that was crossing from Shanghai to Nagasaki, most
of my companions felt the same way, but that I find is very
little consolation in your own misery, though it is perhaps
aggravating if they feel absolutely well. I had at anyrate
a cabin to myself which was a relief, and the trip only took
three days, which was even more of a relief.

[ had a pleasant stay of about five days in Hongkong,
during which I stayed at the Mission with Miss Shilston and
Miss Paton, their house has the most lovely view over the
harbour. Mr. Chirgwin, the (feneral secretary of the L. M.S.
was also in Hongkong at that time, just about to leave for
Madras after a three months stay in China. He had
managed to see quite a lot, only unfortunately had not been
able to get up to Canton, or to any part of what you might
call really free China. He had been in Fukien, but that
is in a category all of its own. 1T also saw Elsie Towers
who was in port just then during the stop-over of the boat
on her way to England. The time went very quickly in
seeing people, shopping, writing a few letters. and trying
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(rather in vain), to get a little of still unread material for
Madras read. Certain things (e.g. coffee and all that sort
of foreign supplies) are getting very short in Chengtu now,
and one looked longingly at the abundance of everything in
Hongkong, but the question as to how to get them there is
a very big one. The House of Bishops of the Anglican
Church in China were meeting in Hongkong at that time,
and the Anglican clergy in Hongkong (most of whom seemed
to be either army or navy chaplains) gave a lunch to them
and the delegates en route for Madras, which was a very
pleasant effortless affair, friendly but no speeches, except
those which Bishop Hall made in introducing the various
guests.

We left Hongkong amidst a very Fascist send-off, as we
were travelling (for reasons of economy and speed) on an
Italian boat, and there was one of the large German liners
lying in the next dock. So there was a great playing of
bands, and hailing of Hitler and Il Duce, there was also
one Japanese on the German boat waving his flag, so that
all members of the Anti-Comintern pact were much in
evidence.

We had good weather on that voyage, which took just
one day over the week from Hongkong to Colombo. The
Second Class Economic was pretty full as they were taking
home a good many Ttalian soldiers from Tientsin, but the
officers were very good, and let us have the use of the First
Class Smoking Room, so that we could hold meetings of the
whole delegation (there were something over forty of us on
that boat) once a day. We met in small groups all the
time to discuss the different sections that we were attending,
so that meetings whether large or small were the order of
the day, and most of them were really very interesting.
The Chinese delegates came from all over China, so that they
spent one meeting of the whole delegation educating each
other by reporting the conditions in their own part of the
country. Dr. Wu having come almost direct from the
People’s Conference in Chungking was able to give them the
latest from the Government point of view. She had tried
to get out of acting as the Chairman of the China Delegation,
but was unable to do so. She was pretty tired when she
got on board, but in spite of the meetings there was time
for sleep, and she did look rather rested at the end of the
voyage.

The only port we stopped at was Singapore, and there
Cicely Williams, with whom I was at Somerville, met me
at the boat, and both Dr. Wu and I spent the night with
her. Dr. Wu went to bed quite early but Cicely and 1
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talked late, as it was a long time since we had seen each
other. Dr. Wu did the orthodox sights on Sunday, but I
went with Cicely round the hospital where she is working,
she is in the Government Medical Service, having come to
Singapore after being for some in the Gold Coast. It was
very nice seeing her again, and I enjoyed the break at
Singapore very much.

Colombo was a little overwhelmed by the number of
delegates for Madras that they were having to put up, as
there were the strictest order that no delegates—except
chairmen of sections, etc.—should arrive there before Monday,
and we got to Colombo on Thursday. They had already
digested many and various nationalities, and the Chinese
delegation, which they had hoped could go on by special
train, was almost too much for them. However, they
rallied nobly, and found accommodation, and the women
anyrate (I cannot speak for the men) fared well, as the
English Baptists housed all of us in great comfort. We
spent the Friday motoring up to Kandy, a beautiful drive,
but the famous Buddhist Temple of the Tooth was a distinct
disappointment, architecturally and every other way. We
also while in Colombo attended a welcome meeting for the
various delegates, at which many spoke including Dr. Wu,
but the main feature of the programme were a number of the
African delegates, who not only spoke well, and displayed
their charming smiles, but also sang very acceptably.

All the delegates left on Saturday evening, and proceeded
without mishap to Madras, though personally I was again

very sick on the short two hours crossing from Ceylon to the
main land, but in between being sick I behaved quite
normally. Ceylon is a smiling land, and looks very
prosperous, and the people though on the slender side look
quite healthy. But I must own that South India looks as
though it would be rather a hard place in which to scrape
a living. There was an unusual shortage of rain that year,
the people in Madras were fearful of a complete drought,
and the land looked very dry and burnt up. The colours
of the Indian dresses are attractive, but the people look as
though they had very little stamina. The Chinese were
much struck with the size of the eyes of the Singhalese and
Indian children, and certainly they are bigger than that of
the Chinese.

We got to Madras early on Monday morning, after two
very shaky nights in the train. 1 had shared a compartment
the second night with a woman delegate from South Africa.
the only African woman there, though there were plenty of

African men from all over the place. The poor dear—Ilike
me—had been very sick on the ferry, but unlike me she
remained sick on the train, but towards evening she recovered,
and was quite interesting to talk to. I don’t imagine that
any of the Africans are too happy about conditions in South
Africa, and she expressed her opinions quite freely, but quite
reasonably and constructively I thought, and with no real
bitterness, though there was pain and hurt in her feeling,
and I don’t see how there could not be.

The first meeting was on Monday evening, and I had
meant to spend the day resting, as I had gone rather short
on sleep, but I found that Dr. Wu and some others were
going into Madras to see schools, so I went along with them.
I should explain perhaps that the conference was being held
at the new buildings of the Madras Christian College, which
are at Tambaram sixteen miles outside Madras, and it was
there we had alighted. @ We went to St. Christophers’
Training College, a Hindu School run by the Rama Krishna
Mission, and the Lady Willingdon College, a Government
training college. The two men who showed us round the
Hindu school were both charming, with beautiful English,
and lovely smiles. I don’t know whether it was because I
have read so much about the all-embracingness of Hinduism,
and was expecting that kind of atmosphere, but certainly
everything struck one as being soft and gentle, slightly
smothering in fact. There is something rather startling at
times in the contrast between those soft Indian voices,
beautiful rolling English, and gentle eyes, and the stream
of bitterness and dynamite they can let out on the subject
of the British in India. St. Christopher’s had obviously
inadequate buildings, but seemed a good place in spite of
that. In the school which they use as their practice school,
which was formerly an L.M.S. school, they have put up a
chapel in Dravidian temple style, flat roof, and open sides
with a corridor of pillars down the side. I saw several in
the same style in other places, I think they would be excellent
for private prayer, except a little public, I mean you wouldn’t
get the sense of being enclosed within the presence of God
that you would get in a Gothic church; but I can’t help
wondering whether they are at all suitable for public worship
not necessarily preaching (of which I daresay we have too
much) but even led prayer and common devotions, I should
have thought the acoustics would have been quite a problem,
and the buildings seem built, as temples are, for indi\'i(h'm]
and separate worship, not public and congregational worship.
With all this talk about indigenisation of Christianity, and
the use of Indian and other forms of art in the Christian
Church, I am never sure whether they pay enough attention
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to the fact that forms are related to the spirit, and that you
cannot take over bodily a form that arose to express a different
spirit, and wuse it for some other purpose. However, I
suppose these rather self-conscious efforts to be Indian, etc.
are one step in the direction of evolving a new form which
shall express in Indian form the Christian spirit. I am
afraid our failure to do very much in that line naturally
and spontaneously is the result not so much of our being too
British and American, as to not being really creatively
Christian, a living Christianity will surely produce its own
forms.

To return to the Conference, it opened on Monday night
December 12th with a plenary session, and an address by
Dr. Mott. It is extraordinarily difficult to tell about it at
all briefly. There were about 450 delegates there from 70
different countries, and that in itself was rather amazing at
this particular time. There were delegations there from
both Germany and Japan, and that fact took up a good deal
of the time of the conference, as it was necessary to walk
very warily with both of them. I came very clearly to the
conclusion that some of democracy, which affords responsible
government and some measure of freedom, is the only form
of government which is compatible with Christianity. Other-
wise there are whole areas of life in which your Christian
conscience is not allowed to function at all, and you are
helpless to do anything to even try to bring the action of
the state under the influence of Christ’s ideas. I think it
is perfectly possible to argue that Great Britian is almost
as reprehensible in certain of her imperialist policies as
Japan, though of course it is an older story.  But at the
Conference there was no limitation whatsoever on the
criticisms that the Indians made of Gt Britian, because at
anyrate the group of British delegates present did recognise
the right of free speech (whatever their government may do
at the present moment); whereas the Japanese and Germans
could not allow criticism of their government along certain
lines because of their attitude to the state. They could not
meet you on equal terms to discuss the rights and wrongs
of any case, because they had already foregone their right
of judgment, and that it seems to me is an essential of any
form of authoritarian government, you forego your rights
beforehand. I am sure that whatever Jesus meant by that
rather cryptic phrase ‘‘ Render unto Caesar the things that
are Caesar’s, and unto God the things that are God’s’’, he
did not mean that you, should give up beforehand the right
to judge Caesar’s action in the light of God’s standard, which
is what both the Germans and the Japanese have really done.
The Germans, it seemed to me, even more so than the
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Japanese, for while the Japanese said on occasions what they
had been told to say, I couldn’t help feeling that with some
of them at anyrate 1t was simply discretion in a very difficult
situation, and that really they had very grave doubts in
their own minds, at least they did not defend it vigorously,
while the Germans defended it up hill and down dale.

There were no delegates there from Russia and Italy,
but practically all the other major countries of the world
were represented, including quite a strong delegation from
Latin America. The representatives of the Younger Churches
were slightly in the majority. It seemed to me rather a
pity that the majority of the representatives from the older
Churches were missionary secretaries, because that meant
that their main interest was almost necessarily in mission
policy, while many of the representatives of the Younger
Churches were really more interested in the impact of
Christianity on society as a whole, and not so much on the
more definitely mission questions. However in view of the
nature of the Conference that was inevitable, but it did mean
at times a rather different angle of approach.

How successful the Conference was only time will show,
[ suppose that to many people there was a sense of dis.
appointment that greater unanimity could not be reached
on certain questions, and that great current issues such as
the Sino-Japanese war were not discussed at all in the full
conference, though a statement was drawn up which explained
why no action could be taken along certain lines. Personally
[ found it an extraordinarily moving and interesting experi-
ence, all the more because really very little effort was made
to move you, though there were some moving addresses. It
seemed to me a completely adult conference, it didn’t have
to be amused, or appealed into a sense of a worth-while job,
it settled down from the beginning to sober hard work, and
the fellowship was evident not in any forced way, but
because although you came from many different places, with
many different backgrounds you did really meet on the
common ground of wanting to see Christ’s will done, however
you might differ about it how it could best be done.

[ think I realised in a way that I had never done before
that even to begin to enter into the mind of Christ in the
world to-day one must see problems and questions against a
world background. In such a conference as the one at
Tambaram one learnt not only how the problem looked to
people on the other side of it, but also how it struck people
less intimately concerned but with the Christian outlook.
It also made one conscious of the reality of the Christian
world fellowship, and of the fact that when thinking of

29




what Christians should do one should think not only of how
it would effect Christianity in one’s own country, but also
elsewhere. For instance it seemed to me that some of the
Japanese, who perhaps had real doubts in their minds as to
the justice of their national policy, (no open admission was
made of this) felt that it was useless to try and make any
protect, they would just be quietly suppressed, Christianity
in Japan would grow weaker, and what would be the good ?
I think they underestimated the immense effect that it would
have in strengthening Christian faith in other parts of the
World Fellowship, in bringing hope to people that Chris-
tianity really did bring men to a common mind, even in the
vexed question of international dealings. It seems to me
that if the Church is going to in any way leaven the present
ghastly situation of the world with the spirit of Christ it
has got all the time to maintain strongly freedom in every
sphere, political as well as religious, because without that
one’s thoughts and actions are already bound, and also to
keep always before it the world community, and not only
and primarily its own nation. These two things, of course,
do not express the concrete will of God, but they are the
necessary conditions without which it cannot be found, and
if the Church really maintains this witness, it will undoubtedly
in many countries find itself walking the way of the Cross.
That was another conviction that came out of Tambaram that
a Christianity which was not prepared to suffer had no
redemptive power in such a world as this.

[ am afraid these are all rather generalities, and perhaps
you would be more interested in details, and yet if once one

starts on those there is no end. The two sections which ]
attended (the conference was divided into sixteen sections,
eight of which met the first week, and eight the second)
where Section I, The Faith by Which the Church Lives,
and Section 14 The Church and the International Order.
They were both intensely interesting, though in the latter
we struck about every snag we could, as there were both
Germans and Japanese in the group. I was on the drafting
committee of that, simply because Dr. Warnshuis had asked
me to help Miss Woodsmall in the secretarial work for that
section, I should not have been elected. It meant hours of
work, even on Xmas Day we worked practically the whole
day, and I don’t know that the result was worth it all, but
the process was very interesting. I think that the considera-
tion given to the minority groups at the Conference was
right, and in the true Christian spirit; but T couldn’t help
wishing that over certain matters the very great consideration
which was shown had been left to the Christian spirit of the
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Conference and had not, as in some cases, been decided upon
beforehand by the Executive Committee as a matter of
policy.

The cleavage between the Continental Eschatological
point of view and the more activist policy of the Younger
Churches was very deep-rooted and it was interesting that
as far as I could see none of the Younger Churches, (except
possibly Japan, and even then not whole-heartedly) had any
sympathy with the point of view which is expressed 1in
caricature form in the following parody, with which I daresay
you are familar

Sit down, O men of God,

His Kingdom God will bring
Whenever it may please His will,
You cannot do a thing.

I think the fact that there were fewer representatives,
actually and proportionally, of the Older Churches, made
the Younger Churches more conscious of their real fellowship
with one another—especially such Churches as India, China
and Burma. I think that was one very healthy thing that
grew out of the conference. Bishop Ward of the Methodist
Episcopal Church has undoubtedly helped to further that
still more, because he went on to a Methodist Conference of
Southern Asia (India and Burma) and they sent two delegates
to visit China on a mission of Fraternal goodwill, one from
India and one from Burma, both good men.

There were too many people for one to get to know
everybody even by sight, one could get to know the people
in one’s sections quite a bit, and there was also a good deal
of opportunity at meals to see the people staying in the same
hall, there were three halls altogether; in addition if you
went to any of the special meetings—e.g. such meetings as
those held by the Women Delegates, the Rural Church group,
Workers among Moslems, etc. you met some more. 1 tried
to make good use of the opportunity and I did talk to people
from the following nationalities—Indian, Japanese (not as
much as I should have) Burmese (though more after the
Conference not at it) Dutch, Africans from several differents
places, Bazilians, Belgian, French, German, Turkéstan,
many Americans and British from other places as well as
from their own countries, Phillipinos, Swiss, Swedish, Chinese
(of course) Dutch FEast Indian, etc.—so that 1s not a bad
selection.

[ could have wished that the time given to the discussion
of the different reports by the whole conference had been
longer, as they were very interesting discussions, and I
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what Christians should do one should think not only of how
1t would effect Christianity in one’s own country, but also
elsewhere. For instance it seemed to me that some of the
Japanese, who perhaps had real doubts in their minds as to
the justice of their national policy, (no open admission was
made of this) felt that it was useless to try and make any
protect, they would just be quietly suppressed, Christianity
in Japan would grow weaker, and what would be the good ?
I think they underestimated the immense effect that it would
have in strengthening Christian faith in other parts of the
World Fellowship, in bringing hope to people that Chris-
tianity really did bring men to a common mind, even in the
vexed question of international dealings. It seems to me
that if the Church is going to in any way leaven the present
ghastly situation of the world with the spirit of Christ it
has got all the time to maintain strongly freedom in every
sphere, political as well as religious, because without that
one’s thoughts and actions are already bound, and also to
keep always before it the world community, and not only
and primarily its own nation. These two things, of course,
do not express the concrete will of God, but they are the
necessary conditions without which it cannot be found, and
if the Church really maintains this witness, it will undoubtedly
in many countries find itself walking the way of the Cross.
That was another conviction that came out of Tambaram that
a Christianity which was not prepared to suffer had no
redemptive power in such a world as this.

I am afraid thege are all r;}thor generalities, and perhaps
you would be more interested in details, and yet if once one

starts on those there is no end. The two sections which I
attended (the conference was divided into sixteen sections,
eight of which met the first week, and eight the second)
where Section I, The Faith by Which the Church Lives,
and Section 14 The Church and the International Order.
They were both intensely interesting, though in the latter
we struck about every snag we could, as there were both
Germans and Japanese in the group. I was on the drafting
committee of that, simply because Dr. Warnshuis had asked
me to help Miss Woodsmall in the secretarial work for that
section, I should not have been elected. It meant hours of
work, even on Xmas Day we worked practically the whole
day, and I don’t know that the result was worth 1t all, but
the process was very interesting. I think that the considera-
tion given to the minority groups at the Conference was
right, and in the true Christian spirit; but I couldn’t help
wishing that over certain matters the very great consideration
which was shown had been left to the Christian spirit of the
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Conference and had not, as in some cases, been decided upon
beforehand by the Executive Committee as a matter of
policy.

The cleavage between the Continental Eschatological
point of view and the more activist policy of the Younger
Churches was very deep-rooted and it was interesting that
as far as I could see none of the Younger Churches, (except
possibly Japan, and even then not whole-heartedly) had any
sympathy with the point of view which is expressed in
caricature form in the following parody, with which I daresay
you are familar

Sit down, O men of God,

His Kingdom God will bring
Whenever it may please His will,
You cannot do a thing.

[ think the fact that there were fewer representatives,
actually and proportionally, of the Older Churches, made
the Younger Churches more conscious of their real fellowship
with one another—especially such Churches as India, China
and Burma. I think that was one very healthy thing that
grew out of the conference. Bishop Ward of the Methodist
Episcopal Church has undoubtedly helped to further that
still more, because he went on to a Methodist Conference of
Southern Asia (India and Burma) and they sent two delegates
to visit China on a mission of Fraternal goodwill, one from
India and one from Burma, both good men.

There were too many people for one to get to know
everybody even by sight, one could get to know the people
in one’s sections quite a bit, and there was also a good deal
of opportunity at meals to see the people staying in the same
hall, there were three halls altogether; in addition if you
went to any of the special meetings—e.g. such meetings as
those held by the Women Delegates, the Rural Church group,
Workers among Moslems, etc. you met some more. I tried
to make good use of the opportunity and I did talk to people
from the following nationalities—Indian, Japanese (not as
much as I should have) Burmese (though more after the
Conference not at 1t) Dutch, Africans from several differents
places, Bazilians, Belgian, French, German, Turkéstan,
many Americans and British from other places as well as
from their own countries, Phillipinos, Swiss, Swedish, Chinese
(of course) Dutch KEast Indian, etc.—so that is not a bad
selection.

I could have wished that the time given to the discussion
of the different reports by the whole conference had been
longer, as they were very interesting discussions, and I
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thought people showed a commendable power of sticking to

the point, and speaking briefly. I think a little of the total
effect of the Conference was lost by the sense of hurry at
the end—still when all was said and done one was left with
a tremendous amount to ponder and think over; and perhaps
the sense that the digestive process was left to each individual
would make each of us accept more responsibility, which I
think is all to the good. For I am fairly sure that the
effectiveness of such a conference must lie as much, if not
more, 1n what each individual does to implement the con-
victions arrived at, than just the reports, or even the work
of the responsible body—the International Missionary Council.

During the Conference I had finally decided to go back
to China by way of the new road from Rangoon to Kunming,
Bishop Ward was organising a party to go that way, and
was willing to take me along, although I should be the only
woman. He was planning to leave Rangoon about January
18th, so that I had about two weeks in India before I should
have to leave Madras or Calcutta for Rangoon. I was very
much divided in my mind as to whether I should go south
and visit some of the London Mission work, or go north and
mainly sight-see. In the end I decided to go south. The
conference finished on Thursday noon December 29th, and
we all had to be off the place by Friday at 9 a.m. Mr. Baxter
and I spent the day in Madras, mainly at the Women’s
Christian College, which T was very interested to see, as I
have always known a good deal about it. Miss Rivett the
Principal was most kind to us, and took us for a drive in
the afternoon, Madras has some nice wide streets, some quite
impressive buildings, and a beautiful sea front, I didn’t
really see the crowded part, so T am left with an Impression
of wide open spaces and very few people, as compared with
the Chinese towns at the moment. In the evening Mr.
Baxter left for Bombay and home, and I left for Travancore.
My first objective was Nagercoil, and as Mr. Chirgwin, the
general secretary of the L.M.S. was going there too (there
was also a Mr. Burton from the L.M.S. in Madagascar) we
were met with a torchlight procession, songs, dances, fire-
works and garlands, in fact I never expect to feel so like
royalty again.

I spent the next ten days going from I.M.S. station to
station in Travancore, sometimes with Mr. Chirgwin some-
times not. There is no railway until one gets to Trivandrum,
but distances are not very long, (if you look on the map at
the extreme southernmost end on the west side of [ndia, you
will see that Tranvacore does not occupy very much of the
map of India), and cars are easy to get. It is beautiful
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country, sea on one side, mountains on the other and palm
tress and rice fields in between. Everybody with whom I
stayed was very kind, I eat some Indian meals (I definitely
prefer chopsticks to my fingers) I saw and heard something
about the work, and was much impressed with the crowded
churches, in fact I enjoyed myself very much. Unfortunately
the Viceroy was visiting Travancore at the same as I was,
and as he had already decided to go to one place where 1
wanted to go on the very same day, I had to change my
plans.  However, it had its advantages—for one thing all
the roads were being repaired, and were in better condition
than they otherwise might have been, for another, and
perhaps more important, the riots which had been taking
place stopped temporarily for the duration of the Viceroy’s
visit. Travancore is a native state, which means that there
is nothing in the way of responsible government, and the
Congress party has been stirring up certain groups to demand
some measure of self-government from the Maharajah, so
far without any effect. The oldest Christian Church in
India—the Syrian Church which goes back to the 4th or 4th
centuries—is in Travancore, and as there are quite a large
number of other Christians it is the state in India with the
highest proportion of Christians, about one third. That is
-ather a mixed advantage, since in India religion has a
political significance, it makes the Hindus nervous of there
being any more accessions to Christianity. It was to prevent
that that the Maharajah opened the temples in Travancore
to outcastes, but they are not opened to people of other
religions. It came as a great surprise to me after the com-
plete freedom with which one goes into any temple or
mosque in China to find how many temples there were in
India that one could not enter.

On my way back from Travancore I stopped for a day
and a night at Madura (I stayed with the American Board
mission people, who were very kind and hospitable) and saw
the famous temple there, which is the biggest and most
elaborate in South India, and indeed of that type of southern
Dravidian architecture the biggest anywhere. It is strange,
fantastic even awesome, in the more creepy sense of the term,
but I cannot honestly say I found it beautiful—though some
of the individual carving is—or up-lifting in any way, and
the throng of beggars and worshippers is—almost revolting.

[ must own that while I think many of the Indians are
delightful and able, and T want to go back there and see
more, I did come away with a very great sense of gratitude
that T was not working in India. There are so many major
problems—such as the divisions caused by caste, the un-
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fortunate connection between religion and politics in a
factious sense, and the very backward condition of women
in the past—that at times one would grow very weary with
them, and then if one happens to be British that would add
an extra complication. I think the Chinese delegates felt
very grateful that they had been born Chinese and not Indian,
so many of the big problems that India faces they know
nothing about at all.  And I don’t think the Chinese felt
that all the blame for India’s problem rested on the shoulders
of the British.

[ spent my last two days in India back at the Madras
Christian College with the Matthews of the London Mission,
and got myself ready for the journey, and did various odd
jobs in Madras. The trip from Madras to Rangoon is just
three days, it wasn’t really rough but enough motion to
make one conscious that one wasn’t too happy, but not enough
to justify one’s taking to bed and staying there. I met
some American Methodist missionaries on the boat, and they
very kindly invited me to stay with some of their people,
which I did. Bishop Ward was also staying there, and the
brief time we had in Rangoon was mainly spent in making
last minute arrangements for the trip. [ am afraid I did
no orthodox sight-seeing in Rangoon, which is a pleasant
city, partly because of lack of time, and partly because the
big Buddhist Pagoda, which is the main sight, was the
headquarters of the strikers, and not considered too safe.
Most of the schools were on strike while we were in Rangoon.
It was rather hard to get at the root causes of the strike,
but as far as I could make out there were all the following
factors involved—general anti-British feeling, economic
grievances, Japanese propaganda, and a certain amount of
desire on the art of those not in office to displace those who
are. Japanese propaganda is quite active in Burma, they
make a great deal of the fact that they like the Burmese
are Buddhist, and the Burmese monks are quite active in
politics.  Also the Burmese have already large groups of
Indians and Chinese in their country, and are nervous of any
new move, such as this road, which seems as though it might
bring more people into it. Of course, there are many
Burmese who are sympathetic with the Chinese, but they
are not the most vocal group at the moment. Bishop Ward
was trying to get the idea of the new road across, so there
was quite a bit of publicity in the Rangoon papers.

The only hitch in our final preparations was that there
were really too many people plus luggage, bedding, ete. to
go in the one car. The final party were seven, Bishop
Ward, Frank Price of Nanking Theological Seminary who
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was coming to Chengtu to work, Dr. Maclure of the Inter-
national Red Cross and Canadian Mission (a most amusing
and versatile person) Wallace Wang of the West China
Theological Seminary who had been to Madras, Mr. Mondol
of India and Mr. On Kun of Burma, the two delegates from
the Methodist Conference of Southern Asia to China. The
car could hold seven people with comfort, but not all the
luggage in addition. At first it was thought a trailer might
be possible, but we tried that, and it didn’t work, so finally
we decided it would be necessary to get another § ton truck,
it didn’t have a body fitted up like the first, but it could
take the luggage and the petrol, and two people could go in
it. For the most part Dr. Maclure and Frank Price rode
in the luggage truck, and the rest of us in the more com-
fortable one. Owing to the various delays we didn’t leave
Rangoon till 11 p.m., but we didn’t like to go back and
disturb our kind hosts and hostesses again, so we drove for
two hours, and then stopped for the night.

It took us two days to reach Lashio a distance of about
630 miles. Up till Mandalay and about 30 miles beyond
that the road is fairly flat, but then it begins to climb, and
you are in hills all the rest of the way right up to Kunming,
which is itself over 6,000 ft. It really is a beautiful drive
all the way. We stopped two nights and a day at Lashio,
which is the terminus of the railway, as the cars had to be
seen to. It is one of the British Cantonments in the Shan
states, which are rather like the native states in India, as
they are governed by their native chieftains or Swabas, and
there are just British residents for purposes of oversight.

We left Lashio on Sunday morning, and crossed the
border that day at about 5.30 p.m. It is certainly not one
of the armed borders of the world, in fact there is nothing
to mark that it is the border at all! The Chinese did
establish a customs station there, but about two months before
we went by the tribespeople had raided it, burnt the house,
and killed some of the people, I suppose it interfered with
the local tax they had been in the habit of collecting. We
saw the burnt house. Now the Chinese have moved their
customs to Lungling, about 58 miles beyond the border.
We slept that night at Chefang, the inns were not very good,
so we slept in the school. The men put down straw one
end, and I put up my camp bed the other with all the
desks in between as chaperones. The next day we only did
30 miles as we had a slight accident at Mangshih, also we
had letters to the Swabaw of that district and he was burying
his mother so we had to wait, we stayed there at his rest
house.
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I think perhaps the most beautiful scenery was between
Mangshih and Hsiakwan which took us two days driving,
stopping the night at Baoshan at the China Inland Mission,
but really it was all lovely. The road must have been a
pretty tiring one for the drivers, as it was very mountainous
with lots of loops, curves and steep corners, though only in
one or two places did it make you really hold your breath;
and there was only one hill where it was so steep that we
had to get out and push. We generally eat Chinese meals
in the morning and evening, and took a snack of biscuits,
cheese, ete. on the road in the middle of the day. We
passed a few trucks and cars, but the road is very newly
opened, and the heavy traffic on it has hardly begun yet.
The road is perfectly passable and possible in the dry weather,
and we had beautiful sunny weather the whole way, it was
quite cold at nights, but quite warm in the middle of the
day. What the road will be like in wet weather remains
to be seen, but I imagine they will have to have a good many
men working on it to keep it in repair.

From Lashio to Kunming took us 5% days, as we got
into Kunming at 2 p.m. on Friday, a distance of about 720
miles, with practically one whole day out at Mangshih. It
would have been more enjoyable if we had had a little more
time. We had a rather pressed feeling as we were trying
to get to Kunming by January 27th which we did, but we
had some pretty long days in order to do it, one night we
drove till 11.30 p.m. on mountain roads. The mileage
doesn’t sound very much, but of course on those roads you
can’t make much speed, a good deal of the time we were
going 15 or 10 miles an hour. Still when we finally arrived
in Kunming we felt we had accomplished something, and
it is a lovely and pleasantly thrilling drive.

We had bookings on the plane to Chengtu on January
28th, but that plane had been commandeered, so we (11(.111't
leave till Monday, January 30th, which gave us a little time
to rest up, which I did in great comfort at Harriet’s. ~The
journey to Chengtu was quite uneventful, and as soon as we
oot here we were plunged into meetings, as they were holding
a post-Madras Conference beginning on February Ist.

Since my return there has been plenty to do of one sort
and another, but this letter has already gone on for longer
probably than your patience will hold out, so I think I will
bring it quickly to an end. We had been very short of
China news in India, but when we did return we found that
things were pretty much as they had been, and that the only
big excitement had been Wang Chin-wei’s peace move. I

also thought that the Rural project which Ginling is plan-
ning would be well under way, however, there have been a
good many delays of various kinds there, and it was only
about two weeks ago that they finally left for Renshio.
Three of them went out—Phoebe Ho, Marie Yu, and Wu
Suen-1. We know they have arrived safely, but I haven’t
heard much further news about them as yet. Dr. Wu got
back a little before I did, as she flew from Hongkong to
Chengtu via Kunming, but she had to leave after about two
weeks and go to Chungking for a series of meeting, including
the People’s Council and two Educational Meetings to one
of which Djang Siao-sung also went. Dr Wu only got
back a few days ago, but now I think she is settling down
for a little.

I am due for furlough this year, but for a variety of
reasons, mainly to do with certain students, and their work
for which T am responsible, I am planning to postpone it
for one year. 1 feel rather badly about this as it already
seems a long time since I was home, but it does look as
though it would be the best and right thing to do. So you
may get one more general letter before I arrive home in the
summer of 1940.

I am sending this to Hongkong to be printed, and posted
from there, so it will have no personal sign of me about it
at all. It seems the best thing to do, as ordinary post from
here takes so long, and it would be too costly to send it all
by air mail, whereas I can afford to send just the M.S. by
air.  But although it seems impersonal it really does bring
my greetings to all of you, and I hope it will move some of
vou to answer. I am planning to write to those to whom
[ owe personal letters, but everything always takes so much
longer than one expects, that I don’t know when those letters
will get done, but keep on hoping.

Yours with love and all good wishes,

Eva. D. SpicEr.
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Tuesday March 1l4th, 1939,
tGinling College, Chengtu.
Szechuen,
I am afreld that agein r ther more than a week has elapsed =ince I
last wrotes Since then we have finished classes, had a week of exams, had tiwe
final meeting of the Faculty for this term last Sseturday, and the vecatlion re
started on Sundsy, or perhaps Mondeaye Some of the faculty departed yesterday
for a short trip into the country,we had thought of going, but decided that
there was too much to do. I have a good many odd jobs which I am going to get
done at all T must get done nowe I am writing for instance a general letter
covering all thls last year, to the friends to whom i hardly 'rite at all, dnd
I find it 1s taking = very long time, sas I have done so much this last years
I dont think 1t will teke so much time to write next year, as I seem now to have
settled down to a fairly quite exlstence, although of course you never can tell,
and perhaeps that 1s rather a rash statement to makee
Standey Smith from Nanking is paylng a visit here now, or rathep
I should say from Shanghai, as the theological Seminary is holding out thewe
now, end he was saying that in conversation with varlous people he had come to
the conclnsion that the Japanese would probably not try to come into Szechuen
or perhaps4 1t was DUr Wu who saild that), but that they probably would bomb it
falrly extensively, so perhaps we shall have to move because of thate Stanley
was Interesting, but depmeéssing on conditions in Nanking, it 1s extraordinArily
hard toc see what 1s the right thing to doy Bverything you do to help the people
is indirectly helping to stabilize the Japanese occupation and the puppet regime,
yet 1t is human¥y impossible to mecve everybody out of those arcas, and it soems
too awful to lesve all those miserable people simply to the tonder mercies df
the Yapanese, without what 1little help you can give them . : rsonally I am
inclined to think that if vour first loyalty is to vhrisdt you must help pcope
ir need, and have faith that if you do 1t for the sake of the people s @nd not
to help the Japanese government, 1t will contribute, under the vrovidence of
God to the upbuildtng of his Kingdom, and not to the pronoetion of the Japanese
Empire, “hatever the immediate consequences may bee Stanley omith came to
Runch on sunday, and,we spent quite a bit of time asking questions al{terwards,

f 2.1

the Sunday before last I presched at the nrlish service in
P1 Fan Clal Church, and that al ays occuples a cortaln amon t of tire the day &,
before 29 melle Alsn warious peonle hsv heen doing & llttle bout of ent rtaining
I have too, and most evenins last wook I seemned to be out soncvhere or other or
else here, but entertaininges I have becn ohiertained cuite bii here, espociall
before I left -to po to “adras, but thils l1g the first ti : ‘e begun te do anyhi
thing in the 8y of return, Last ¥ricay and oaturds- re was the o
annual Concerte given by the raclty of H.a Ta liusic epartme and this time
Ginling joined toon, I went on oturday, snd it was guite rood. Yos erday 4-exby
Dze-djen and I entertained our tutees, we went to the moviel @ I'ilrst one I have!
p

been tr since T ceme to hengtu, it wa The Prince and the per quite
good), so I have really heen quite gay In a mild 7aYye Blshop "ard returned frem
Chunking last Monday, and left again for Amerlea on Irldey, and [ did a certain
amount @€ chasing Bim in order to settle accountse DUr Maclure was '1so here,

and T had some to settle with him too. Apparently at the o ent the firstccar
we bought to come from wangoon in has been sold twice, and ilhe other has not yet

80ld at all, hovever, dovbtless in time it will strailcshten iLtself o though

4+ am not gquite sure who will do the stralghtening nov that 1sho rd hasgone,
st1ll I roelly do think he had cone all he could in uhn king, and I expeet Dr
Mgclvure wi1ll finish 1t UDe S0 life goes one Yr u returned fron Chunking
last saturday, she had about threo weeks here three wecks here after her
return from madras, snd has sinee been for five weeks in C ng for a

series 6 meetings, however, I think she 1s now back for g lmey, wlth noe
immediete prompoct of loaving asaine

“ell, this 1s a dull letter, but 11f t the ls not particularly
exciting, so I might as well stope
Love Eva,
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Ginling College,
Chengtu.
pril 9th, Easter Sunday.
1439
taster greetincs to you alll Ksster secms one of the I urch festivaks
that 1t 12 possible to keep with sincerity even in & vorld like the presen$s
because 1i only happoned as a result of the sf fering that t before, sc that
one may otill hoce that the esme spirit that wes triumphant over the apparent
victory o" fopee, will ~till triumph.
‘o had an “Yaester morning service outside thic m rning at 7 am,
I suproas to heve been » true sunrigs s-rvice it should have been at 8 am, but
evan at 'ho sligzhtly l-f*r‘ heur 1t vasz lovely, and this mo n’' g wes a pleasant
sunshiey one, whieh car ith all the grester joy and s rpmise bescruse the
sek has been eonld und ‘Qttiah at timese But you couldnt heve acked for a more
lov=ly mn r“’“g. e had our s rvige in one of the Faculiy ;ardens, and there
weye 1ots of lovely flnorers, Hoses ars bldoming in “gstar In & engtu, in fact
from an - 1‘sh paint of view srping and summer have got all mixed ltogether,
but th reenult from the point of ¢les of the flowers 1s v ryv lovelye It was
ulte & &tmple servic:, but a carefully planned onsz, and the glke club sang
a delightful “aster earol, Fpm-dia- ¢m from the Oxford "cok of Carolses
dhere were tnreo veory briaef msassagss on"What diforonee 41d 1t make" i=
1 o Jesus
2 To ths world
S 0 MO
They wern all good brief, and to tho polnt,. henever one has a service out
of dosra, I ‘onder shy we cannot havae 1t mors 8ften , but s.ehow one doesht

saom to arrange S0
€ hil Ve }):‘. an \])‘-.‘-J‘ n 80 D_(',v;‘zl»zﬂ t anae ’81 Q rvs‘c o 8 5*1“. 1..!"11 g WGOk.
m Ahoersda] > had a Grmmunion Ssrvice in th vening, o:xl on “riday Frank Price

came to apeal Instead of the ~rayers beinc leds by a membd r of the Facultye
Also thare ar: beling glven The CrucifXRion dy Staincr, and an caster Play
by one of the miasionarles in (hengtu=- Dr Marion Manly- colled "“hou Art Peter"
Yhey have been glven on four nights- ‘hursday, Priday Saturday snd this evening,
but one can only s0 on one night, as the pinces are limited, I =sm golny to-night
vorybody anys the play 1o vary goode
) I am afraid it is a fortnight since I last xc ay T cast my
minxl bsck over iLn t o ecks, there does not seem very much thrt hes happeneds
Cn Mon.ay HMarch ther~ was a iunch for workers in rclicions activities
amenr atudentas af a daplan was speakinge They h the lyneh out of
any! 1% asz one ol v ire arm eve o have had , 1n I 1 12 hote
she spohlk o1ts 311 end to ‘he point- aghe sgid thetl In her e tence the most
vital 1idcus work among students that she knew was that  herc the students
er~ up =sgainat some problem, and he stamd ‘ng for vhria<iun’ty meant
ﬁsno#hi»fbeoa4+1‘ re ally pnyinp a pricee 7hae three plrces that =he cfted where
the U man dont wristian movement, vhich though fomrall iigcsolved is =8
sctive as evor, and ‘n a decreasing student body( I hddnt realisea that the
univeorsftéy siodents wero only 1/3 of what they were beforo the Nazl revolutiom)
has increaso’ 1tz membership, the Southearn States of .0. 0, Hers the Studdent
woy- ‘hristlian rovement ha. stood for a racial equallty that 1a3 unpopular,and
last ¥cGill v-raity in Montreal, where apparently they sr- up agalnst a8
very sirong i"asiet movement in French Canada, she also thousnt that the stddy
ciMloe there on ‘he 1lif: of Yesus had been run in a vory 10 : helpful
menner. ‘“hers 1is a erisis all right in China, but the Iin ‘L maln it does not
act as a distinctive challenge to hriatiana, practically -v rybody of whatever
creod As ,Jitvl in bslieving that resistance 1a the only policy, I dont mean
that thiere =a ne “hinese pacifiste, but they ave vovy o md f'2r botweendIt 1s
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It 1s of course true that Christians are really stressing the need not te
become blttew, but that is a service you render after you have- for other
reasons become a Ghristian- it does not 1itself challenge you to become a
a Christian in order to stand for freedom, or the right of man to worship
@God first, and put everything else second- ete, I dont know that we got
to any very clear conBzusiop in the discussion, but it was quite an interes
ing one,
Wednesday March 89th was a, holiday in honour of the 72 Martyrs wh
laid down their livesg feer the first evolution, We had a Memorial service
in the morning, but I am afraid I di¥ not attend 1t, in fact I mainly
finished up odd jobs of various kinds in the morning, played a little bridge
in~-$he-ads after lunch, and then went to three meetings running at which
Miss Terlan was the main speakere. The firsi was a very small group of
people interested in the F.0.R(Fellowship of Reconciliation) who were Just
talking with her about what influence the Church could possibly have in
the matter(I think she herself inclines to the position that there is
nothing for 1t bBut a somewhat violent revoluation, and that all Christians
can do 1s as individuals to seek to lessen the violence and cruetly, but
that there 1s no really practical alternative to definite selzure of power
from the capitalists etec, and that they will be bound ot resist- so she hemsel
1s not in any sense a Pacifist, and yet I think hasa slightly uneasy feeliwg
that 1if you go the way of revolution by force what you get will hardly be
what a Christian can spprove, She mmkes 1in her public talks a disticntion
between the prophetic function of religion, to stir us up and make us
discontmnted with Gedd things as they are- God's judgement on the social
order- and thepriestly function which is to offer consolation when things
8imply cannot be changed, as in the case of sudden death otce She stressed
ésus as prophet almost exclusively)., The next meeting was of those interest
ed in the Jesus study groups, according to a method evolved by a man called
Sharmane She hergelf was brought up a Roman Catholic, 1left HKeligion hehind
when at College,nbecause it didnt squarg with sclence etc, and then came bsck
to 1t via a study group in the 1life of Jesus based on the critical method
led by Ur Shammmm, so she is quite an advocate of that method, (he was
qult ' interestihg on that, finally we merged into a group that meets for
genoral discusslion on World problems - we have just been discussing co-opera
tives and how far they are a way out for the industrial orders Miss Terlan,
I-think, didnt have much opinion of how much ice they woull cut, but 1t scems|
to me that in China vwhere they are only just eginning the industrial sysbem
and where co-operatives might got ‘n on the ground floor, especially in the
west, there 1s a good deal to be said for them. It was another precsantdy
warm day, and it was pleasant slitting out in the garden in the sun.
As I anlticipated I heard quite a good deal of Mis Terlan, and on the  whole
I found her very stimulating and sugegestlve, though I dont think that I
agreed '1th her st all points,
aturday a “eek ago some of the faculty were having a lunch party
at one of the restaubants, where ¢ had veryg good food, and the *“ze-djen and
I went shopping, which always seems a very slow business- os eclally 1f you
are trylng to mateh anything, In the evenling we played a little brddge,
Indsed for the last three Saturdays #n the evening the same four of us have
played bridge, I often wonder why 1t -1s such an attractive game, but I must
own I do find 1t so,
Yesterday Dze-djen and I vere planning to take our advisees out to
a famous temple north of the city, but it as decddely grey, cold and windy,
80 we had a tea party 'nside insteadv and the had sunp r at Uze-dJen's
gistert's and sister-in-law's home, )

Dr '"u 1is probably going to Hongkong for a meeting of the Presidents
of the Christian Colleges, so we have been having one or t o extra meetings
for that. Also we had a long meeting on Thursday to discuss various matters
in relation with the tutor system, and so it goese Good by for the momen

‘?Va.
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Ginling College,
Chengtu.,
Szechuan, China,

April 22nd. 1939,

I think I wwote last two weeks ago on Easter Sunday. That evenimg
we went to the Crucifimion( Atainer) and the Egster play. ‘There was a
slight accident to the city electric light plant on one of 1its lines, so
that whhn we first got there the room was in complete darkness. They fixxed
up acetyline pam@is etc, and the chorus began under not too easy circumstance
as the darkMmess had produced met-4ee a rather confused atmosphere smong
the audlence. However, we and they settled down after a time, though one
man had been rash enough to bring two rather young children, and they asleed
questions at the wrong moment in phercing whisperse
Fortunately half way through the singing the light came on, as they
would not have been able to do the play without 1t. And by the time the
play began we had retmrngd to normal all rights The play was Yesus and
the disciples after the -eewuwresweetien Resurrection, especially with Peter,
I have nevor seen Yesus Played on the stage before- not having been to
Oberammagau, and of cowrse there is & rule against it on the &nglish s tegge~
but 1t was really quite effective. It was written by a woman mis sionary
docbérin Chengtu, and she had produced it too, It is certainly true that
£f you are going to have plays round the life of Jesue, you had better have
him in. I remember seeing a play called the Acts of St Peter, by Gordon
Bottomely, which dealt with the 1ife of Foter, but certainly without the
figure of "esus 4he 1t seomed to have a great hole in the middle of 1it,
and to be lacking in any real coherence, even when you could supply 1t all
from your knowledgee
I dont remember anything very speclal the rest of the weeks, Dzed jen
had an infected toe, and had to stay on her bed for several days, but sise
was able to have her classes in her roomse ihere were as always a good
mahy meeting of one sort and another, On Saturday there was a meeting of
the Exectitive of the F.0.R- they decided to write s letter to the F.0.R
in America, or perhaps an open letémr, trying to convince the peace movements
In America that in pursuing a purely isolationfst poliey, they are helpimng
the forces that they want to oppose- and that united economic action to
restrain aggression, is the one hope of a peaceful solution in the present
messe I dont think they will have much success, but 1t relkdves one's
feeling, and there 1s always the chance that it might do some good. Ew-Ke
Dr Kennard, a missionary who umed to be in Japan but got kept out of there
on his return from furlough last time because he was too outspoken and
radical, was the one who was keenest on 1t, and he and I ere appointed bo
draft the lettere His mind 1s simply crammed with 1deas, most of them fairly
left, and the letter grew and grewe I have been to his house almost every
day this week, and each time( more or less) that I would go back I would
find new 1dease My own mind finds 1tself up wedher agalinst rather a blank
wall, The purely negative policy- so far as political action is concerndd-
| that the pesce socleties are for the most part following in U,S.A( and
[ elsevhere I think) not being willing ev-'rn to support an embargo on export
of war materials to Japan, because Japan might count i1t an act of war,
seems entirely wrong, Any action you take may lead to war, or no action
/ 8t all may lead there- at the same time I realise that if you support the
| first step of economiec samckions- whether with Japan or any other country-
| belie¥hug that there 1s a r-al chance that by 8o doing is your best chamoe
| of avolding war altogether, and then that does lead you into war, 1t seems
/ terribly inconsistent to say you wont fight- and yet I suppose that is the
position of a good many people. Of course it 1is impossible to be Rompletely
consistent, only that does seem & rather glaring inconsistency. This
busliness has spread 1tself over most of the Fecent week, not the week beflore.
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*Verything seems very quiet, and many people a4 Chengtu will not
bb attacked gs long as Sian 1s not taken, hat were taken, 1t
would probably be subjec )
should think You in Londo appremhensive of bombin
that we are at the moment, te oming tooe. I read a'mos
depressing article the othe Y» 1In the eader's Digest, takemf from the

all about the amazing strength‘and‘effioienty of Hitler's gir forme,
1t sounded quite awful, 4. there ather more cheerful
article in the same number ' really opposed teo
the present regime, but the Yy helpless, and hopelessg,

Dr Wu went avay about two weeks 8g0, she wasg going to Honkong
for a meeting of the presidents of the hristian Universities, and at first
owing to one of the Yuresdan planes having been brought down by the Japanese
or rather forced to-land, she was not sure that she would get any further
than Chinking, however, she has apparently gotoon, as she hgs not returndd,

Well, I 4kdmk-I-dont seem to have much sctugl news- we heapy
qulte a lot of news one way and another, # butwe dont seem to have much
happen to wum,

bove to all,
Dva.
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Mdnling College,
].ychenetu.
218t, 1959.

I am afreid it is two weeks since I last wrote, and I dont now
seem able to femember exactly what happened last weeke~ I suppose I really
mean the week before last., Middle Schools and Primary 8chools were busy :
msk ing plans to move and moging , as all middle and primary schools have been
ordered to move- hut whfle it has been suggested to the colleges, it hasme
not been insisted upon. We feel not too badly off here, as while of course 4
we are not far from the city, yet we are outside the walls, and the buildimgs
are far apart from each other and from the street, so that there is not
‘the danger of being 4epped trapped by fire, which I think is people's main
fear- of course from a direct hit nothing can save one, For West China :
University there 1is only about & month until the end of term, we have two
more months, but even so 1t hardly seems worth moving- though of course we
may regret 1t, but 1s such a business moving enough equipment-(not to mentions
the people and personal baggaged 4has to do enoggh work to smount to any=
thing, that I belleve the decision 1s a wise one, Chunkging has had more
bombings, but we have only had one warning- and that only the first- still ,
of ecourse we must be prepared for it to happen, “uite strenuous preparations!
are now being made, and this week 250 students have been enrolled into & 1
first aldmcorps for this district of the clty, and they have been having
first ald lectures every night this week starting from Tuesdayes ¥ have
attended the lectures, though I have not enrolled in the copps- for various
reasons- 1t was especially for students, but 1t seemed as all ififiroms tion
along that line might come in usefdl, though I hope note The students
have also been busy meutting up and rolling bandages etc from 9-10 every
evenings I am afrald we should not have been very well prepaded if Chunking
had not had that heavy bombing first,

This week we have also had a vist from the Youth and Reliong
temm~ the main publiec speasker of whom is Dr Laugenschlagen- formerly of
CheRoo University. Miss Shee Siu-1in is also on the téam, she does not make - |
public addresses to large groups, but takes snalleme groups meetinglf ,»
She 18 a graduates of @inling(1929), and has just fairly recently &
come back from two years in U.S.As The other member of the team, who F
does not do much speaking, but is, I suppose the executive Secretary, and
sometimes translates 1s merried to a Ginling graduates, so we feel quite
a family interest in the team. It wasrather a pity that the meetings came
this partlcular week, because of course all the middle schools are in
a very much distmmbed state, and while the attendsmee at Dr Lautensohlag
meetings here was good on Mondsy and Tuesday, when e was s eaking
more on the general political situations, on Thmepsday an@ ¥riday
when he was deling more specifically with religiop thert was s decided
drop, and I do think 1t was partly due to the increased prossude of
the first ald classes which took off quite a large greups I think he
really makes the popphmr appeal quite well, he is exteemely sincere,
and I think does as 1little damage to the truth as is possible if
your appeal 1s & be popupar and easily grapsed without much backe
grounde Shoa S8iu-1in came here to speak on Friday evening, ang
ralsed some interesting questions, but the girls were rolling
bandages etc while she was speaking , and I am not sure it is reall
possible for them to work with their hands and really think at the
samé 1ime,1%¥ sould be of course, but I am afraid for most of them
1t 1snte So the evenings of this week what with lectures and
first ald have been quite full,

I was gathéeed earlier on inde the term fnto a
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small group that ¥Frank Price collected, what he told us that he wanted us
was to help edit( English etc) some of the publiwity for consumption abroad
which they are getting out in the Hina Infésmation gervice in Chunking, as |
they realised that while generally correct,ait was not alwgys what you
would call English English, and often the way i1t was put would not appeal
to a foreinger reading it. However, though a little @fiting has been done,
most of the stuff they send through needs much more than just editing, 1t
really is source material , and the whole things needs t be written. So nc
we have been told off && write on different subjeets, and I am supposed to
be producing & pamphlet on Women and War- there is quite a lot of materisl
to be gathered from magazeines, the bulletins of the Chinese Information
Service ete, snd some of the Chinese faculty are looking through Chinese
magagines eto- so any odd minutes I have 1s filled in with looking up things
for that, I am not sure how competent I am to write 1it, I think 1t would be
better to have someone who hashad more epperience- but it quite interesting
trying to, and 1f it 1s no use they need not wme it. In any case I am quite
glad to belong to the group, as ank gets a lot &f interesting information |
which he sel shares with us evefy Thursday, about both the situation in
China and America.

The weather is at last beginning to get hot, but the night are e
stlll quite cool, but 1t 1s rather depressing to realise that we have almas
two months of term still to go, I think we shall all be pretty weary when
we get to the end of this term, This letter doesnt seem to contsin much news
but as I cant think of much more that has happened I suppose it is most of
the important things- of course there have been the ordinary routine events
teaching, some tennlis~ meetings of various kinds, Yesterday afternoon I was
domestic the whole afternoon and assAsted the mmhh and cas assisted by
Dze-djen in the turning out of my room, which certainly needed a spring ,
cleaning, ine4 view of the wather cursory sweep and dust it gets every day,
and no weekly cleaning, In the evening after going to the first aid lectume
we played a little bridgey which never someMow seems & very suitable past-
time for a missionary, but whiech is very relmming one , and also very cheape
I have also been having more regular interviews with the students to whom
tutor, which I was very slow in getting round to- and so the time goes on-
though whether anything 1s accomplished or not 1s anothe® question,

I think the effect of kind of expeckfng air-raids in the back of one's mind
1s to make one feel a little as though one was just waiting all the time- no
an attitude very conduclive to getting things done to a definite end- more
ust getting things done to get them done, which 1s hardly enoughe
wever, enough of this meadnering, I will stop for the time being,.
@Good~-bye for the moment,
ove from
e




Ginling College,
' Chengtu.
(( D Q KR Y Szchwan, China,
June 4th.1939,

A

i I dont4 think I wrote a general lotter last weeke Nothing of outstande-
ing importance has happened here I think, A weeok agoe last thursday there wams
another quite bad air rald in Chunking, and we had a warnin; here, but it was
already dark, and quite cloudy hen the warning went, 8o it was difficult bo
feel that there was any chance of their cominge The casualbies would not have
been as high as they were, 1f s me bombs had not dropped right in a park where
a2 gnod many people had taken refuge, Last time so many people were killed
through falling buildings, tha they tried to get avay from them this time.
Hut there were n great frires started, and it is reported that 30 % of the
bombs werc dude Also the air was filled after the raid with thick black powder
like the kind they use in fire crackers, and people seem to think that both
these facts indicate that the Japanese are beginning to get low on certain
suppldes, The morale in Chunking is reported to be still good, about two thirds .
of the people have left the city, and the ones who are still there know what to |
do, thoggh even so of course 1t cannot be pleasamt., e have been lucky these \
nights as they are the time of the full moon, and the westher has been clodfly }
and wet -
Andy Roy ( of the Presbyterian Mission who works anong students) he
returned tho esd-ef-deei-week-fwem~~ ond of the week fwem bofore last from
a.trip to Sian, Yen H#M-shan's front and Yenan, the hesdquarters of the 8th
route army, It all seay sounds very thrilling, and he repepts the spirit as
being very goode I guess that 1s about the only part of China where the waris
belng waged on a really totAlitarisn basis, everything 1s centred- whether under
Yon Hsi-shan or undcr the 8th route army- on the ome object of resisting and
defeating the Japanese- back here while the spirit of resistance is good, there
are a good many peacec time acdtivities golng on all right, “verybody up
there seems to live in caves- not only at Yenan, but clsewhcre, vhich they say
have the advantag- of belng cool in summer, and wamm in winte:, but I shouBd
thinkg they would be pretty darke e says the art school at Yenan is doing
really very intcresting work, he has brought back the scorc of an opera tleey
are wrlting, and wood-cuts, The orchhstra has wonderful instruments never seen
before on sea or land, including a cello made out of a standard oil timee
He reported that there are no Russian advisers with the 8th route army,
but Be say one with Yen's armye This Russiand adviser told him that before he
ame. to Uhina he he& reoceived orders from Stalin, that he was to return to
Qﬁ!ﬁa@tho day after bhe war was over, as China was to be left free to
"90%t1lé her own 1life in hor own way, and that also he was to remember that he
went therc stricly as a military adviser, and was not give any poliltieel
viees The Russian advisers are sent straight to Churking, and then sent
out the @entral @overnment, The 8th route army( ex-communist) has
pparently no d4ff£ieuddy direct relations with the Russlans, ing Roy also
reported that them S€ammunist leaders he saw said that thoir rclations were
all right with the @entmal Government, but that there was a good deal of
friction with the provinclal anthoritles, I suppose it is gencrally easier
to ret along with the people at a distance than near toe. o seemed to think
the Communists were s'necere in thelr bellief that the uniwted frontwouldlast
after the war, and that all they wanted was #he right to be im a minority
rty in a demgeratic set up, 1th special distries where they could
emonstrete their ewn particular set-up. He saild he couldnt help wondering
what would be the effect Im the future of all these nimbers of people trained
to kili +lthout being seen, for that 1s really what they are concenetrating
gan in the northe west, ~hethor Communist or elsewhere. He sald that they
A4laimed that the cammalities ~“cre now 13 Japanese to 1 uhinos%/('Bu% by
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it rawther does haunt one what mll these well-traindJL!‘diiflis will do with
their abilities after the war 1s over.

I seem to have gone out quite a blt this kast for tnight,ewsy
just to quite simple parties, but still very pleasant, It as my bifthday
last Monday, and Elhfe Priest gave me a party on Thursday evening, which

vas very pleasant, when I got some very wumeful presents, including a cake
of good foreign soap, and a packet of lux} as people sald you woulbdht
think a packet of lux such a wonderful present anyuhere else, but here it bs
a real prise, I elso got aome cheese, and atine of Georgoe “ashington coffee,
likwise very precious giftse I went out to dinner three times last week,
and thpee times .« Also last Saturday Dze-djen had guests at a restaurant in
town, we reslly did have delicious fgood, I can say 1t, as Lze-djen ordered it
and the restaurant provided 1it, Last night Alice Chang and Dzo Yu-lin gawe
a party to velcome Lilian Kirk, ¥l orence's sister, who has arrived in Chengtu
to be Yr Wu's secretary, She is both a nurse and a secretary by training. She
came out to act a sccretary for the length of Helen Loomis' furlough, she
arrived in Chima after the war se4 broke out, and never got to “anking at alle
She pot a job as a nurse at the Country Hospitfal in Shanghal, and has now
given that up end come up here, as it 1s really not a good plan ¥r Wu trying
to get 2long wlthout an ®nglish -ecretary, modt of the recst of us have 4# had -
to do a 1ittle, though I gant say I have done much, still I have a little.
That party was also at a Restaurant in the clty « On Momday, Lgze~djen gave
a btkthdiay party for me &t a Chinese resta:rant, so I have quite a lo?b of
good Chinese food lately. It doesni soem a very war-like proccedlng, but tleere
really is no shortage in Szechwan, and nomm of the meals worc actual feastg,
though they werc all very good ,
Lgst Sunday a group of stndents and faculty got up early, we
arose at 5 am, but we didnt actually get started till after 6 am to b¥c¥cly
to n temple about 3 or 4 miles beyond the “orth gage , it is a large and
very rich temple, Part of 1t bs being used now as a repair4 shop for awee
planes, and I must own they look very out of place in that particular settinge
Temples are certainly proving veryv useful these days, manyschools are mog¥rg
into them, and they have many other euses such as barracks, repatdt shopd e tc
And the monks still manage to deav live there tooe We had almost every kind
of accident going, including one of the hird bleyles falllng literally to
plecos, and I got a puncture, but coming back e made gulte good time.
The picnic was pleasant, but I must sdmit I didnt get dea much done the rest
of the day, 1t was so hot, and I was so sleepy, I went to ¢ urch, and 1 wrote
one letter, and that was about alle To-ds 1s nice and cool, and I hope to
gei rather more done,
“wa 81 1s getting near the end of 1ts term, they close about
June 26th, so therc are a certain number of end of term festlvities- we had
4 joint reception with them for the Graduating Classes on ‘uesday, which wes
winly speeches by the four prestédent of West China, Chekoo, -niversity df
- Nanking, and Ginling. We have still six weeks to go, bul we arc also
veglinins certain events, Lsaterday wo had the indoor demonstration of the
P.E, department, vhich winds up this part of their program, 1t really
vent quite well, Next week we are having the annual music recital and
T I seem to have got an extra mumber ol groJ, meetings on &%
the presmmt, moment, the® we got our groups started rather late this
term, and then there was a aspecial one for Non-Christian senipps
which JeesaDge-djen and I started just this week, as we walted
t411 thev had finished their thesds . One meocts 4 .esday evening
the other Swnday morning, and we are also having a Faculty
piscuasion group en a series of questions sent round by the
friend mission in Shanghai. So 1life goes on.
Much lowe to you all
Lva,
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@all here 1 atill ame I think I wrote my last ge noral lottor theee
uaeks agn, ~hen I sald that I o xected to be lesving for ihis trip to the
fSorth ‘nst 1n commeotion -1th the St dents Summer Serflce - ojoot after the
last <ok of examm ote wera finished, and that i wo ldnt have tine to

ritee

‘he wask ot exams ete wont mneh sa expogted, and 7 mt - of my
time poiting the pamphlet that I have bDeen auznesed to be _:1 g finished,
hienh [ *'=mlily <414, though not 'ntil iondey inztemd of ‘af R a7 1 had
plm.nm"{, T Aont thin: it 1e moeh gpod, M % 4o not thing 1 3” mobablv
ayar noe the lipght of Amy, e had « Tarewell srty for the “onioys on
Pridey, hen the ell the gropefzoulty :nd studentss provided tho sunpey, and
the © Lomose provided the phtertainuant, hich ssewe qu'te £008 ¢ ‘M Satipe
day morning 2 had Gommoneement , rieh peased off very mwothly, though
thers «wove wer: one or tve oxtre speeohes that didnt rcally seem to De
necassarye ‘¢ hadl the Senlor Sangiwt after “Yommengenont, = 'a. done that
laat vasy in Shanghal, osnd 1t 2as saamwd to -ork nll, % thils ¢tixc 1t 4dfdnt
seen so cond, 1t ~a .rf'"'“m' hot, ’}'zn suasgivil are rathe ite an Lr;h
1t siarted of well, it d: r'*r-f! n opood blt ot the *'.:r\d. shen that was
over , 411 hed o Bove ths #1nal o yriolum meating -7 the voap, and
another mneting ot Fe30 pm, but that time wo wera weally io- tlred to do
affigtott businces,

Dgeed fon and { hnd o2 xondpy Heeun - ttending comll Lo .’?}‘lﬁu“ w8y
(1 wasnt roally a memday, dul Jue’ ot In at ‘ho ond e ropctag) on this
Symme v vviee oroject particularliy in *’r"‘mﬁ L0 g0 i »’33 "oln;‘ for
gottirg the students off, «hich moont sxeenring twe trgkelmn asmw nrou
Andly oy arrived be k with the ‘miversity of “eniki ng tr.ok, bou t 10 "3.. 3 had
rather s A1ffleult time with that, nnd ~os very tired, o a3 throught
Bettor not to nse thet tyuck apalyn, dut to tey to got tho pough the
Sgoetrian Pun Vo, where we thought we had ralls 20 we sot & ’3."1& & pull the
wires, cr arther one of the Fea ¢ fua:lty 444, and 1t r~ea.ed an trough 1%

wild bo ell righty thogh the buses 414 not matariallsc noSundeay or undsy,
for Nileh T vas Just seglnd ne I hed got many thingas © falsh upe Zoth e
iny nd ¥onday cere vory ?vﬂ:, anc I z2ap in a siate of drl: ing hest the

holo 704y 1o evory by ndy oavering 1 #as pretty -oll -yeady , thoigh the
ty ek as otill m*c-**tain, t’mwh ¢ didnt g+t the ‘ord t1ll late on
dondey cvening, that ther, would be not truoks for Twsdnye he man from Hwa
1 having done what he ocould f":': r 1%, beeame vory much oceuplaed ith alck cows,
and 1t seonmod % devolve on Dge~djen to do hat she 0011d In the natters

o thoe noxt three or £ ay: ﬂ?a, ve apent , or re hear ashe o ont telghhoning
andd goling o the “geolhwan Bus mwmy. they ere quitenciiie and el-oaye
pyort ac: all not Limmedinioly LRt An e day or two, and 2t as very A1ff%e
enult to kmow vhether anmything =as roally going to hap: von or noteln “riday

Andy oy got back T"rom a brief visit (o ~ae hig wife end o ren in Kuahe
alen, n;’w* 1t »as drolded that perhepe it wenld be “'wu te pat the 'niveraity
of Nanking %r e« into repalr, and pm-hap- get onebus Trom the ASmechwan
Bus “o n:“:ic*vlnrly 1f wo ppovided the petreol{or gas) us 1.0y soened short
on that , 8o negotiations werc carr®dd on on thet basle, and ile ropphe of

“he tpughk wont ahoade I nally had quite & ‘ot of tinme to apare that week,
but wiat “ith helping allightly with the acereh for buscs, " ilng sane letters
Par 1T <y avtendlrg wrme oormittes mretings ote, the tine vieont guite
swiftlr, an- 1 soomed to ot ver little done, although M hmve good rests
vory o7 srnoong July 24th{ one veak sfter «e had ex, ected art)

Dy Nonday 1t looke® as tho gh w ahooid be ready o stsrt om
ac that on on‘a nizht w» ac od for thw agec drd time,
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ani on esday moming we (ressed for the fray, and the ot dents assembled
Bheir '.ggage on the stops of the Administration “uilding, and we looked
as though we were going t° start, in fset ~¢ ha! our ;' etires tak but 1t
had ralned most of the previous night, and it -as ralning on and off for most
of that morni and word finally came that the publie truck w-ouldnt eomeo
bacangss sore of the bridges on tL road hal beenwashed 1/, and! the University
trugk wasnt yet ready, though Andy intended starting with that whethey the
waathor was £ ne or note lowevar, 1t continued to rain solldly through thgt
day, the next night and “uesday, and Andy “ent en repairing the care
® had a goueral moeting of the stucdentsy I forget whothoer it was Wednesday
or hursday, Shey were getting ratier reostless, and no = nior in a way,
thogh 1 think sverything wa» being done that couldbe dono 1o got them offe
fome of us wors beginning ® v 'nder how late 1t was going to bo worth while
starting, an w6 had some nav t o sfter o got a'ar it the general
meeting repo 8 were made on osv:rything that had deen d 1o ' to-date, and
, y who ated to was glven &« chance to drop then am thors, and 1t wes
descided that the dead line would dbe Ang lst, 1f ve co:ldnt ot started by thes
o wouldmat try to goy e visiting or s rervisory grou; was becoming rethel
doubtff il toc, 28 thare scomed no likellhood ~hatseever o. the smaller U
tpugk ooming up from Vhunking, though 4t as tho ght vcgs'hlo that the U o
K trvelr 't viglit various stationse oo avary for ‘ho muent wo went ahead
ak t :zh we -ere all poinge Yry Priday it looked as t.o b after two fine
4? we gho1d be able to sta t on Satrday, although ‘he U of N trusk was
9t111 not 9 1te finlahed tho ewpdnge ner springs vhish had boen fitted on
had g'von a7y after only a -hort ride, and Andy's s 1rits had rater
sazred with the arpingge Ht11l Saturdey morming looke! oz thin gh 1t mizht De
n *Bﬂ?hllttyg
ihen of Friday aftornoon Lge-djen heard that hor lanily~ alsterein-law
and fivs young ehildren had hed an ascident when travelilng fyom 4Llating ®o
‘utwmpgohies by boa,as the boa with everrthing on besrd had sink, thouggh
no 1 ves "ad boen los ‘rat mrde rather a !ifferonce ic her piansy as she
tho yht alw o ght probablr to take eharg: of the nleces who ero still hewme
but had bean golng to Join the family, only had been ired not t© come o 7T
ar: moving from Chengtu, 8o ha. more than Just their personal possesslionsy
all ‘he’'y "musehold things as :0lls hen on “riday even!'y a telogrem came
from L Yasn 9aying that commmeations werve impossible o tiwre and not to
sond the original s-o-nd groups We had a e-mmittee tial ~voning, and dceldet
that ~o wuld follow his sugpestion, or really it =as 5 command, sewtied
and tell the astéddents thnt we war- not golng to “end them ¢ the Northe’'est
but =0 °'1ld sugpeet varions work that the- might go and do n~arepr to “hengtue
Yonowor, when the =:gans*lfon was msdae naxt merning tho st dents 4B
not ‘ako kindly to 4t s all, they =»n-ed to go will nllly, and though i quits
reslise that they w~ero maturally very disappointed after all the lorng =aity
ani  are very koon on dofing domething % hel; the soldlers ~te, atill I
60 ldnt help feeling that they ore not really giving e foir consideration o
the g ortness of time that was now loft, and the oxpense and diffie 1ty of
getting them ‘o the plaee, they secemed set on golng anv are ® the pshot

i1 was that Angv R o fo 8 o ue the came way es the & }ﬂ‘
ggti“*w:’ ‘ﬂ‘f",'ﬁ‘g rong «ct:?n&o*tolophgga tﬁdg;* ‘?‘a;a. he roaadlt of the } ra?t'
eonvorasstion was that D Yean snid not to send anybody axc .t tie dootor anmd
Andy ‘lovg as oommniestiona vere g 1te imposaibles _hen ¢ teleplivned back
1rter = x‘ said that perhaps 1t wnuld b & good thing 1 e the at Cents to
A Lowm within Szechvan, and egtablish two stations for i noroe Az the
at deonts wore eager to be golng any»hrre, 80 long as 11 molng, and as
approschofe Rk alrondy beoan male to peonle n gortaln locos wlthin Zgechwas
noar the bHordor, 11 as dreelded W do that, 4nkbag dividing the at dents inte
LR I A o L il esiabliening two oo iynne “he Sgeohwan bus hilch hed Leon ‘
canealliod oarly on atmnday morning, had not been ready it coem-d to o tart
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syon tho gh they had told us on the nrevious ovaning that ov vy thing was set,
nor was the University Bus eomplately roadys Al though tho Uommittes had
deolded the previous evening that 1t =nn not sdviggble to ctart what was
almost o new profect, the entiusiasm of the ntudonta, and the saconi message
fpom “r Yuen riade 1% tnovitable that this now sugooation shools be gone |
ahend - 1the Ly wa: nocospary to socure sompcne who wuld bs able to
with the etting up of the srojeot, a3 these st dents wuld not bo going i
the slready going tork of the htharse “t 7irst a member of the faculty of
the 7 of ¥ was scoursd, but on “.nday morning he develdpod an ap pondioftis,
so 1 waa sent off to try amd pot one of the elty peatore, whr had hatl NP
fencn fn ‘h's work, 80 1 went off, and after interviewsing = e OF two
peorle, 1t «as arranged that he afvsmd gos ‘™e Oomuittec hod met agein

an Bat »dny ovening, "nd deolded that the would mot =it Cor eny moro &8
Puses, Lt that half would go by the “nivaernity tynok, ond the other half
ghould o half the -ay to final Contination by rie wy <t that the truek
ghoild o-me back and solloat them whon 1t had deposite’ tho oihar students
A% thelr Cinal dastinntions S0 1 nally on “unday evrybody got off, the
rlakshaw group started about lelb Juat after lumeh, but tho mive 31%1 truck
a4 no' 71-oally pull ont unddl Se45 pme "V ~rthin: takes longer in this
county then you would sxpecte ths Nug sar 890D sed o b rordy by Tussday
abot 10 am, and it wan finally roady sbout o m on Sandny, + dont say there
hed been no let up at all doring the* tima, H»'t there e-rininly saant

In the end I d~cided not to go, I hac alpeady s © ' what seaned
almos: 11 ® a f-rtnight on the lob, though of gcupee L wasnt sorking at it
the whole time, but it sacmed always there, Fgeedjen co ldnt @ becaune Of
nor ‘mmlly, and we had urranged to do things together saficr ordsy and them
the orti-irel thing w@R had been sekad to do v as quite off, and I 414nt hone:
feol [ should be muoh geod at tho satting up stagee I' ma: e fond a 11t8le
14ke a o . iter, but I really think I med 8.271cient roasons, oo Sne cant be

gure n° retting heok by the niddle of Augunt, and [ 414 snt a 11ttle time
off b "ora the things at the beginning of tora hegen to urie T dont think
ihe fact thet I hed my cdoubte ahnt the wisdom nf the 14 e vare follo
poally mnte anc 41 ffarensde
“:noe they pot off n S miay, 1t ha=x saxsed veo 2ac0®™le I s
dotn a8 1o rording in the morning, for a g nree 1 haw teach noxi tem
whieh T have mot tasght beforc=on estern (agilinption, paciing in the alte
noon, an' P tine letiers the iatter part of the dmys Towcoy [ apent from 3
Indwe Tatta s for Lz my 1 elso dld eme lettars fow » last voek gulte of
cinee the midile of duly, -hen Lt ruslly wae W noly it hee B0
baen e Boad, thers han beon 9 lot of ~ain, ant that nas coolad 1L of £ quibe
LR K n; the nishta are gnulto benrables I an Mrvin oy moale with Zisde
»ti%‘., she Toren's College ook got slek, ant tha', @ o Lte n plescsat Ghe
an 2 moholy olne's oook 1l always o change, slso 'Ylsic hns Fripgidalire, OX
vm mha 18 1iving in “4shop ardts honuss sha hma ugs o hie Prig
al that ta wery nlesaxhiy, and ig 1t moans you ol ote i loe, ehe
alao hinn on clectyie fan, 80 I thet < emioying th: flashpots of “zyvpte
men Dge~djen has sattled up ho fanlly of s o ahall prot
o e el for a woek or twe, I ~alhey hope v ve, ut everrtl
sae.s @ noertelm that 1 wn gust walting on ovontie
1 o very conece what kind of agroesment Gt ¥ ailn la going
acrn 1o 1th dapen, she slready ceoms Lo JRVS £'von auar than is
bt A enttw much iess than ia noeeded W gt 2Ny 7id dupan, we X
ahol |mve though the nepotiators ghonld heaveo Xnoun, N 1 n ahall mak
our:nlves mpopular all rownd, ho ve 5 9 A7 that auy 'y 90 @ rhnga it
not mako mah differ-nces Bat I ¢n hove wve dont glive =) o ahamefullye
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Hnling Collere,
vhanatue
Aug 30thy, 1039,

I think I srote last Just about a month age, when I had decided « ter all

20t ta ¢o on the Jounded Soldiers Projecty, and was walting e ile ‘peedjen

wound ip esrialn family affalhs before leaving for “t ol “o r-turned

from our trip last & nday evening, Aug 27thy I didnt tako sy typewriter

with me, 85 though at the end there wonld have bean time fop wleing, I have

not had & chanoe mtil A got backs

e finally got off on WMonday Aug 7th, we sterted fairly oarly in

the mor ing, though not quite 39 carly ae o rad Intended, « ‘ch lideed was
our exrorience tireighout the twlp, as e YO AN & Y0 (3 ive cr therew
aboutg 20 'a vary JLPfMoule to get ov ~riMing nenked up and  roady roally
Qarly. 4 Unt astese Lhere vene savan af’ ife ao-d,jon, ey aldsat sisteor and
four nlecess it ~as a plonsant vestful trl o Yo hiwe 8 bos ts 20 rou have §$
to wourenlives euospt OF cotras a9 £ e bostmAne e hoRAte o oaf » on thies
river ars liloe a wovry 1. rge rmbe ¢ Wy are Tial hoblmmed Hocc oo e rivor 8
very simllow in many slacse with room und = the centre for r.i4fr Lugangte
ihere 18 nirar notiing omgved ove- tha cee R, 8 youn an e Lo fad aonewhad

TPam the suny, and “rom the raly, 12 not o0 hervv, One hastomn oiia at the bask
and steera, n! the otl ps, chout #ix, =8t or sias in “rort o du s sert of
rowing verv s TN R 4 8 Tovnn thew Incwn Sha oo ' ot ;

f 1 ,!?‘ ¥ § £ o A y ‘3'";'?"5?'}?1 ™ P'!A"' T"","-,’..ff;'f‘.‘ arel wa e
wi 1g & o TECrrant gtowy,  ardl thew have to ow the hoat
1% takes o oo dnvrs Cpan Bhengtu to Efaking, end ahout o
from sle Kinting 1o Chongtu, T lons ne 14 wamaten e, ainAn at
the two gruix ~ tiroe h.«*gt, ani. you heve e contwa fa wanrn '”_'*! ot
as 1t 411 bho'h night, a hrief sharp thodo- shnarar, ther o e p Bt Lhey,
fave e 2 oo 1L of a rrollty and vou Cind ~anvealf it wour Jo@t Anty
eo~16'x Gy O ¢ apresad eut mipr haddlne oy the Floar o Dosty BRC
s@re 22 le el Aving dovny Wt we hadnt O ake X HWiDR, K@

N .

people de, s en we weoe dolng anvthd g tat lving own §4 7% 8C CONVE
lent, Yotilng v *he "lEoy vas o« yf & uiaanoe too, vy tWmokxll
COfl G A s 1l the tims, g0 you povld ask rhem for Ask you wont
®ile Ly 's & slove on B boat, avwi they Yvow vem  rios 0L TR ieTe We

-

had “aken a 003 8LpPly oF varleus resdy o oked o« ahles and igoed len's
sfator (1 » avoikdng, ac fered vory welle 4t war really vovy peassful
1iding slon & rivewy nri. L sPept, resd axl ‘alitcd “4th s RS roe
OU s [0 oerinin masdber anall =aplas atc, hut noilhdng a° nll Jdsp v iy
anc the geencry le culte proily in o plosrant unspectacular -ave
‘aretines 1€ you get off very asrly in the mornfn;, v

iating oxn evening of the socund day, but «o (idnte “ow

dshap <« rived tigore on ingsday norning, and verv s
Milled upy, the hiliren's Tetior, mother aud  nele cane
to Take t'w ungeidan, here ther ovo living feor the

it et mo-ilen's bwether i , he would 11ke to come ¢
ha daciced to unoky, ek ot Wl : and wadd wo a0’
the next » tarnoen, and do one ~tis, af & ‘g rrney that 4ay

rant bac ! er the nlitte 8 Haptist
up 0ur ow t8 one hete, but had 312 & lmd
At the g »n surant lune’ »  RE2 pu. ' e ma‘n
ol was royed by the bomblng which ¢ Kiati-

‘0 hatd a H minens to !

ho hed 17 wrliery but

Vg & L"n -

~
' o
™

l-,)x‘, Iy ?vlii" . ( ] i W

o g5 ] GOy o ALA icky in i x ar 1 10 Wl us overy
thed Slvle' dorslory @y w0 in a Kleaslion sc % of 1t, and
olnted e t y 0f ¢ rer bulldlags, theay are not in unes nisce but §
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oattored round the plone,
ted  where two rivers rneeting, 0 1t han to wate:
oM both ‘lfl.! nt the r(vo’, At o ’.lr’.k"';' 1ittle Willg
all over the placey and the uildings Just outelde the
rorehed on top of a separvate hill, the city Ltsel” s
ems on rat'er aminatuve scale,
t morning we want sight socing with one

two guite famous temples tie vthere aslde of &

" quite a famous and levely gardens In one
A attacied to the oliff by the side o the
0 look after the rather dargerous woter that ti .o:
it war Jusi there thet Bzo-cdlonl sintoreinelaw had her acc!
afrald hs Josant always & his du Ve ‘a didnt aome by a
place, but st another wiere 4n order to get the hHoat beco:
: veople teving to ot on yeu had to go into the wvater,
ﬁgweu.v, ¢ mast sdmit that 1t “8s & [ree rlde, as thosc
batd “or L the teanple as an act of ehnrlty
Ao red srryiog firevood BOPOa8,
sresdjon's aister and brother wore
were a b1t u-docided for a bit as
sclally as we Dag diseovered that
ritior anay tran we had realised ,

confusion at the starting,
goes where, etc., and of cours
settled all richt, 'he place
supprosed to be 7C 11 aw
1t was suproscd to hours,
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11 ttle - tor 8pe 4he 1 PArt of the road wmas quite
a thivderstorm owver “¢ “mel, but fortinetoly we dld mo
@ Waro codng te atey at ‘he Shupen In  Kiatsisng, or
had boan thave before, and arrivirg at a place after dnrk
able. “ct qlly the town looked rather retly livee w0 oo
lote of Lanterns roun’i the plece, but the Y roh was 1"
found 1ty wve wore a freat many ontraices and dapl pn«,
.‘mfcre Gt o the dagk conrtyard shape they save o -
light ¢ %8 wa® a mlrnute hean ofl lampe It 18 wore 3
mene odl ow, and noe tly a* nizht wo hed tlesae '
for eandlem “hich we be gt later Ony #0 it wans nevey
at ni, n the way of poud gy DOBV 1y w5 aye genorn)ly
‘ha bndrs' L8y and then glad to into theme Kot anly
out it Aldnt scom v ¥ clean, o1 the wilet plmce wa-
struck, aWory we U our beds,
r9d, 1 287% ne of the the Dagt
Parmymasd $ue’ mext door to
but of oo re- slept acoe hoxt norning
out fopr moishlen, the town at the oot of the mountaetn
Intendac ohalrs %o ‘ake us to 2up “ppt stO‘u??
rex Py
m that e boy, and we were not quits o
adon  ni: el took aome time in
Ingrwac ; e unplled, the
heach, | n the furpy, and
to ‘metleton ahout 3900, anc parked ror a tine at the !
there, o7 kird, g boaven with thelr help we failed
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on his way back to “Yhengt , hovwaver, he v.ry obligingly tur-ed round and

camo hack with use It was really a great help meeting him, ns he was able $e
suggeat slore we eould gtay at iin Aal Spe, trat is where Lo © relgn Bommindt
and & me Chineso have bungalows, asd ye wanted to go there as we had sOme
things to teke to various people, and also =anted to see Alice Vhang, and
find ot what she wanted t0 do about going with us or note n L1w other nand
there 1a no very convenient tenplede to s there, and we had not meds any
arrangencnts ‘o stay with aneyonse “so Sen, that is Dge~dion's nephew, told w
the hovan whieh had been nsed for » st dent conferense had just been vacated,
and that o naxt tenants vore nmot expected until the nemt day, snd ip ey
cass 2t Tarned out that Y knew them es they vwere the Sagualoys “rem

who are now In dantsing, Sgeahuan, and 7 knew they wouldnt —ind 1f w8 o amped
there Tor a night, an’ w0 meant t~ move on tho next daye Y wnen we got %O
ihe tom loe 00 O Ynoe we doBlded we wonld would push on & ey Lo geot te

in Kol ‘20 t)hmt night, avan tho gh 1t was then 6430 € coiont get all the .
chpire -~ onted, only twe and mow?m carviers for the lu  n o, 80 I &nd Yages
walked 211 ''a vay, ebadew Lze-dlen's sister rode all tiw ayy and lge-djen
apd her hHrothar( who hes besn guite 111) ook 1t 1M turns % »ldee it got dark
before 2 Lad besn going wvery long, and thera .aa no @aocin, L o@gh It as a
Deanti™il star-lizht night, so aven tho gh we had BAanterns o Lushllghlagdt
took 2 7one tisg, and then one of the men slipped and ' be helped, so X
should 754 4t wan «7%ar 10 by the time we finally got to cup cestinag

T dont shink 7 have ever bofore eamped out in zowone else s house
quite ‘' at =ay, howavir, I dont thlne we did any harme o moont % go-on e
next dsv, but in the morning i+ ralned, and we didnt grt oall our nansnges o%e
dono, s> o staed two nightee 4o wanted some bread to tsio on up =1th
g0 I sont pound various requsst to people, &nd collireted cul'o a harvest of
loavess (t haproned to be the night o the aanual conser: of he vomunity
85 Dgo-djan and L went to supper first with “ardy mytihow, ani t oen on te

wlfal -, unfortunately thero wan a vory heavy stomm o c.o w  arforuanse
WAas Ovor, and as all the audience were -uteide the shww lw. 0 LoD, **’59;3“
angd 1 got alm 1y socaited to 1o svlin anm ng home, but we : el at O0n0e,

weare nons the worse,

@ started th next day hev ng sollected men for tie che'rs, and
baggagee ~ secmex! (o have a good ‘ual of Liimty you all 't help 1t w»hen
you have vour beds, bedding, winter eclothes, sn! msom: foc 1L yom, hey only
heve tan man tc & chaly up there, awd though most of the t!' @ [ ha’ thres
no& tooy covld spell off, and T whlked quite a bit, o5 ecianlly up A1) the ste:
parts, ~t1ll I am mev-r ao conectous of my welgit as on s o sir, $t 45 the one
time T moslly mind beling fate I think 1 eoculd haveowRllioed all the way all

ighty but not at the peaco the otiwers went in ohalrs, and | «p roolaoted very
mueh having t'e ohalr to get into to rest off arfter a steep 1a0ee ‘here 18 o
re@d oll bing in the aense of sersmbling, as ithere 1a & path o vin'e way up
and in all *he steop lacen there are ateps, dbut thare «vrc = v protty =teep
1gghts  of stepse ne ddmardage of a chalr s that when 7o ro si4ting &n @
you can roully onjoy the view, w:lls rhen you are »elilig v v to looking ¢
the gromd most of the time,

only went quite s Bort way the rirst day, ! Laneh #? thesom

£ rur otudents who woere staying at ones of the big teplos- X sa( cctualldy
one t'e gocrual ‘mivercity hes taken over to houss 1ts 2 : *hen they
noved {rem  hengte) and then went on to what f{8 known as “wii 7ing Yridge
hepe ‘roncs Obe.s L rmaged to gst a bathe t .ore, ‘el wae one O’ "
I 4% » You leeve the stroans behird “airly early, at losat thoae of an
sizee ateed that night at & pri=ary school where Lao * had ¢ :-xght,l&]
treste ¢ vry eolly, lot us put up aur beds ftn the e0ho 1roo s DX oVt WBA
very (ool fooad Tor both supper and breskfaste 1w road diviies
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at Thnt L% MmN there o1 O PaAV? o the *.OI"A. M ONne ¢ & is the tml.
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in whieh I4n Sen the Prenident of ¥hina 1= mn:.'inf the locp) suthorities
are nervous about him, and «1l! not let anyore w % paar to go that
“AYe 0 avor, ige-ldjlen with great foregbought had seccupred = ;sss while we
were at Omeihslien, though scoing how n-ny it won given,( ¢ gmt; want
there, rresented a card and got t" pass) I 4o not see that 1t wonld beo
mach ppotection, 20 we went that way which took us for tirs along the

e of & rathe rotty stream, an! over several bridpres.

o hai 'arious snacks aleng ‘e ay, and had a final lumah at s tomple
called ina Yalvies Bave, after wo had been to see the onw y “Hich wuns
quite & onz way inte ’io *nomtaiv Then we went on axw! a ont the night
at a tesnie salled Pathing “omplee hat was rct ally the first
temple v ad staved, as up t1 Lon w6 had been on e oat, in vhurehes,
other eoples' housss, and schoolss “here we alept on 'eir hads, and AfA
net trocble te put up ursy, dut ge-d ‘en and her sister wo worried by
flees, ! nagh 1 wae notey ihe food at the uples an you goi Turther up the
wountal n 18 felrlywe restrfted, of course vegetarisn, a1« 50l a vepy large
selectli v of -wge:nbloi«, bt we had enough with ue to o L& nt 4t gnlite
nicelv,

ol the temples a2re vory rexadhackle looking ot sive, they are all duld
of wood U nuiurse, anx! ewe-bewa thore aro Ulres feirly froc oitiy, so that
the> o o always a good leal of rebull@ing going on, mad sow L them tord
to hrve o vory hald finfghed laoke The Hoofs sre thatonod, bt not f'rom oud
point o7 vlew vw*;r ell thatched, and grasas ani evaryti! g clne is
growing <t o e inside some of them mre better, o= m&?nll‘r the onew
nearer e ')n‘,, but on the whnle though 2t 'mel 48 s ;. re: A@hist cantrey
an? tho ambles have been ‘hers a Tong time, end are 21l Hiatoric intere
ost, anf hnve the mor! atiractive nasesy, 4 camot may thmi 0 temples
themaalves sre vary aweeinapiring or beauiifulgfphough theve nr: certainly
plenty o the:ne Toum Are supposed Lo B able to ane mamkeys on #“t Umel,
and at 300 97 lhess texplase they feed them Trom timo Lo 1ino, 80 that theyd
are coyp nderg when they oome, but o dldnt heve amy lock in seoing any
of thane 'ur j-urney that day from twin-lying Srice @ihiing Slephants
Temple ~as supoose’ to ba about &¥0 11 or ro yhly log, but L must omn
T dont think it was aa ruch .'w 2% mlloms, thelr 1% the 't seoned to be a
most uncartaln cuantityy I Imagine 1t 18 a meas:pment of tIs ae machk as

no probably sn u J.ll 11 13 conalderavly shorto: @ a level 14

e naxt merning we went on and got to tre ton » t 1 prie e tOD

slden Teake iMera nvs aay v’&l tea las ur ‘nern, we staved at

Aol we had s woary good vion ovewedas-add ton Lie aast, over
¢ acuntaln shich w5 hat covs ewl vd and cun. over the plain beleow
o2t Lhere are ranges on rapges of hillse nens of the
seplng “louds ‘«mplee "he view from the top ia roslly very

hut on the s70le T ~«nt suy 1 ent’rely lo<t my hoar 4o ¥t ‘mei,
ly (1dnt 1ike 1t sa2 omeh as “wan “ghan in ‘nhwel, »r s 8 anond
Hta In “sreae It 19 vorr henvily wooded all the way up, on Are [0omMs
8 ~ortaln monotony ahont the eontonrs, you dont get the greal rogred effechs
that vou do 1n the other mountaing = have men' fonode hat the top
heys ar grw Mlrly «deew gheoy <1408 on the oast =lio,

[t 12 qulte cold at the ton, shd wo war ’ { 2l} 0o wintep
things we Mad Hrought ,fortunately oncug b':t not Loo micie « 2tayed there
tv n? 8y 08 w0 wanted to tyv and sec what 18 nom as Lo ddha s “ight
of Ih)”'“ﬂ‘ lory, v2loh 2 onr 07 the things Lhet the to Y, Ufled
is fem un fore 1t I8 the offent o0f the sun an "ho olond: Low the peak ( 4f
thape ¢ any) =hieh makes small roind raindbos on the ~lawis iIn the nides

f w-fot 17 yom ¢ fnto ¢ “tain posttion head o o hend or some
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other part of your body is roflacteds We didnt have any 1uck the first dsy
we wero up, Nor the second, and wo had d-elded to go cown on l'mrsday & »
g0 we ore very pleased when wo 58% 1te “o almo had a view on iapraday mn
of some of the peaks of the Snow movhBaths, which was quito thrilling, though
the view wesnt so good ss One we nave had at Crengtile T ore was anothepP

up fyom Ginling wp there at the same timee Aliege Gbamg, 794 Yae=lan
ng imetse, and Yen Anewon ard moms othors, they were staying at dlf!‘ormﬁ
tmp?o WAt slso at the tops "© nat them to s soffee party one dey on ony
nlee 17 otle terrace, and we want %o funch with them anothars "~here wore three
peaks ot the lop, or rather three Jmotches, they are nerdlv osake, with
noecless Lo say & temple on eache
‘o atarted down from the to about Beld pum, an’ m7t & Lot of
Mnaline cirls on the way Uup, they «ore with & group of & tx who had been
out on = ubliclity tour in citdes Latwoen Ulengtn and slrtlog, and they
were mov Tinlshing up with eliching ¥t Omeds @ dldat ¢t 70ito as far &8
e had olanned that fipst nighty L 0 stavod ad ratuer o lepaant spot
up quite wich on & nioe 11¢tle ~eak of 1t= own, and the bobtor part af the
teample hed Dedn taken over by & Toaye]l B0 and turnad Into an hatoly 80O st
the rooma and the Dbeds were urusually comfortanle, an. " 00U 1ooked quite
18ke normal roonse fhe noxt ~my wo had & very pileasi t 1olamraly trip
down the meantaln, stepp ' ng quite & time st a templo &1 o were shown
a teoth as large almost as walf an olephanta trunk wiich ©.07 ahow na the
Baddhe 'z tooth, w6 also SR 0Ll of n-p atudents who wur L0 tng theres
Then o ctopped sgeln at 1 neh tize, and L had & pathe 1 a rdorful pooly
and a pleasant leisurely lunche o arrived at woinalon a vt B nmy and 3top]
for tho nignt at sravel Cervice “otel, whioh vas qul o N7, anly a0 many
and such lerge mosqnitoss.
ine next day o started off Wgw chelrs for f1:t'ng, There we
wars plonning to spend the night, end then go on for s fow lvva O "m
where ~o=4lon's brothore the one who was vwith use ls tayd far the moment
gince thavy laft Mengtu to gt avay from the alr raldaes It "an A o rfdetly
woghtifnl dav, rather hot, ard they vere busy harvesting t1° rioee Aa we wer
“roacesiing sceflly flong wtime alfter 18, 1 neard tho very heavy APORS
of plames, and { souldnt help thinking shat they soundad very 1ike Japanese
planes, alno=2t at snoo I heard e far dull ghud thit scundad though it was
probshiy an explosion, and I roalired that thare was &0 4w A4 on sonewvher
T looked out of my chalr, and Way up tn the sky lesaw thitty-five 1ittle
pliv r planes, which onittod n flagh or two, and then ! roprd more explosi
Up 1A ard 1 were rother ancad of *he other thren, and oar on went one until
they come L2 & a=all wayalde aheltey, the othorg lay 4-vn for a mosent 4
the flolds under hadgeSe It was rather W oamRy &1 alr »al” Tlashing on
that sy out of & erfeotly blue sky, al though of vours~ 1% 7olt vorfeo
ne 0 e went on & for a bit, and came to a villago, viro LOOY clained
that trors vas snother «arning, s wheore thero were lraflets fRttering
Ao, [ think p rhaps 1¢ was that which mada toen ghirk thore was 8 warnain
mut sctoally I think the 1 aflets had bean apopped abt tho 7008 t me an the
bombae, or at anyrate LY tho smre planes, only ol courasc ¢ v took much 1lONg
tn gone GOoWNg Y wWers in (rminese telling the people tha' rosistance aas
nseless, and sSOmMa ante 'l 1lang stuff, we read 1t to son vo ple, and they
saered more bewlildered than anvthing 0lsce
o aaw smoke almoat nt ONco eoming ‘xom tha dirvection of Kiating
and a9 -0 AW near srare ¢ hapgan 9o moat pnop].'a comlng out, taking ro e
4n th couniyy from the ¢ity, which has bean hadly b mbed., ' o aluays
smopgad o rosh at th patience cf the “rinese peoplegnot ono s then that
1 gavw ~as o yveing or gomplatlnirg Inat trudging along wit! rolr bundlesd
wam of people grow thlcker na e cot noar the cltyy, Ane~gada AN
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yon eculd gee the city was still buraing, o gate by w» Tga; we ontered
was all right, and that soction of the city sesmed nirly e tural, execpt
for tie Jo-ﬂs of people ‘r the street on the movee= they Lidnt alwavs soem
very cortain uhere they woere 3 ing, but they seemed to want to goe Dut
300n wo passed one house tha was snd then anothor, ax r‘lndly e
cam® to a place wherce the fire was 2t1l]l bunings quite lowe and «o started
to go tiwough that area an that was the direction wo wesiBod to go, but it
vory soon boomme too hot, =nd wne had to make s detours "Then ags n up on the
wall wo came to e place “hare they sald *here was no thoroughfade but we
hat to mo one that time ’ anxd we Jd1d manage to sorambleo ovor the gnu: of
dobie, an? Cinally reach owp ntlmtlon— the Baplist “hureh where ve
ad apent the nigﬂt on o Ay thro:ghe They had mot beon bonbed, s we
apent a fairly preceful night there, thogh you sould tell the oiw was
voryes ruoh on edge stilly "hey must have done a good Hit of elearing of
the ctrects, as I only sew one doad body, snd the cesualtlies wors falrly
high, as poople Med not takken sny amxm Trey had hed rany alr rald
warning before, and nothi g "md happened, so they had got out of the habit
of paring any atnnuo:n to thome
%o went on next cay to ‘utangehiae which ia about three
ho s oithor by boat or riekshaw from Klatings '@ wont ‘vv 'm*t, it -am a
lovely day, but the poor clty looked z sad might, as tho polnt that rons inte
the mooting of the tvm ri ars hadbeen ;rotty eorm1owly burnt oute
lse=djon's Bhird Drother ard nt ntoreinelaw are stavirg fs' utunchios for
the momont, ahe moved there asfter the Vhengty dbo: qb!ni e Joired them
thore a tox ho left Shasi, bocause of his 1llnesss { is vory prnt:zl
place on the river, with hina on both sid-ne There arc ¢ 1te fanous t
wolle there, they reslly lave the most 1nmmoua meaohiccp gnt. it outy
prnctically all:mmhs of barbo®e ‘hey have nine children o tuesn the
of 14 and 2, sn! they were all there, so 1t was quite s ligely hous
Tt ever ac o nangge’ to rest up gite 2 bit, wash cuyr "lothes and oursdlves
and onorally sort onrsolves out, ¢ vae vory hot {rdeefdy, and one was not
inoclined for very much sctivitys “von there we had one alrerald warning,
and they eoven gounded the urgon'y, hmt nothing heppned, nd T dont »ally
thini: thev were very nears
had rat’er & plege of lick thores as 1t 1 o:ilte dAifficult
0 got back from Alating, as the buses er~ vory fll, and rickshwas teke
almont twveo daye, and 1t 1s m“ﬁ-’ todls 8¢ 0o heard thet t'ore wes &
sSalt ﬂmniltrauon bus going vhangtu, they have thniy own service of
bulo., and sometines yo oan g« w ~ puon on thate %o didnt thirk trere "&as
maoh hore as ve wanted e'ght places, as five of the ohil reon wers roturning
to schoole ‘lowavary T went round to the “nglishman w}vo 1o the & ting Hesd
of the amintetration, and asited hether 1t wo:ld be pomcille to get placese
He onld e monld make enquiries, a»d later on sent %r‘)l‘d £ 2t wo could have
tho rlmml. ™he dus 41d not 20 g1 te an acon as we AxX; ee?m, and asz e
of the ehildren had exanms %o ‘ake, t ey managed to ,-;ot on & lorry thet was
colng mll.r but Ugeedjon, lwr aleter, three niscos on w,malf all
travolled on t‘xo sl ldmin' stration buse It was in go a& ac yridition, dut
rmoh 00 fully, becsuse of the snount of luggage w#e nad al“* boughty whdoh
an uuod ap at the back and In the middle, so that thoro vas nowhere to
b «nn o footy New doveloped tire trouble ver early on, and hwd to send
aclr oy two more spare wheels, howevergafter they sl nrrived all »ont
voll, and th ugh we got into wnn;;t*t ab ut 7430 pn, 1 ctéed of 2 of 3,
atill wo :ild get there that evenings he road 1is not so bady, but you have
oross about four rivers on ferries ad that takes &1 .0e “rossing the river
at Kiating took ahout an howr, you have to go so far up -gainat the
troeay in o:-dm- not to he swept far nast 7nur goal by tho u”.d of the

v ' t o Che
$¢’7¥ “ﬂv th "a'wamn‘lr m&liwn ¥ nge '?n-',on‘fo L? ,l ao ué'w‘m‘

rlokahaws 1t o° the ~lty ~mite easily,
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‘@ had 0% & 11ttle news at Kiating through & L1roao rowapeapere,
and I had learnt there for the first time of the lussianeGor-sn pacty
but I didnt know how noar $0 war we were until I got back to “hengtue
It really -as almost s corpléde three weoks holiday from nows and ove
thing oleose a travelling hollday llke that has '8s tiring morents o1l
but ‘¢ 18 a complete rent phyebealdy montally, as 1t takes your mind off
ovarything of a rontine natuve, and you think of Mbdhing oxoept t!e scener
where yn are goinrg to spend the next night, the nsture o vour next meal
otoe
8inge I have boen beck I am e frald I have und 1° vory hard to sottle,
I have spent mueh more time then I should listening to t'e radio, or
talking »ith people trying to male out what t'e newe noanse I must own
I wigh vory mach that I 'Ymd not postponad my fuRlough and was 1in “ngland,
Joubtless I shall get used to the straln daedhesen but o° the moment I
find 1% very diffieult not to think & good deal of what ni "t hanoon in
London 17 thare was a bed atlr ralds ! muct own the nowa up Lo dote doon mot
soom -.mz good, Poland fe orumpling up vory guiekly, snd ‘lat will nake
Germany al' the more in thw mosd Tor ware dowsv: ry 1t L2 » wastc of time
to coment on this, There 12 one poor Geraan on this Lonoose g bualnees
man staying =ith a Cenadlan family, lms quite o bit o” hig money in
aterl CGooks iravellers (lwguess ani {! seams that now o #3111 be ouive
unable to cabl 1te I must own ‘hat tis -rectice of freag - or confiseatin
themes money or goods of » Oeman in 8 Sritish bank or Godown soems one
of the leas pleasant aspects of war, 1t seems as 1ike stoalling, and such
hard luelk on the individual Oormean. *o 311 received s clro lar frm the
“oneul toeday telling us mot to Mev~ eny dealirge of sy ki with the
I dont Imow whother the Canadian family hMave mowed Wi~ on o on
Mar!r:m family or not, tho aireulap Aldnt scen to corrvy abe:t what you
might call the rlendly relatlona, 1t was all a quoation of not letting
them got avway =1th any ef y-our monay, even 1°¢ logally sronking 1t wase
roally “holirse ‘
& have had one excitement s' nce i ot beolky ant thet
visit of Jawaharlal Sohru- famons Indlan nationalist lee or, Re
a visit of goodewlli to nission to ‘i ina, and was two nt ' o
iangtu, flying here fyom CUhunkings Be ocane %o the Yay 18
the ationtee after a rat'er sticky receptions §e speala Oi'!, tho
thiri: on gortaln points he 1 rather 1ongewinded, dut o» o w'nle Ms
tallm mainly on relationa bet-oon INABA and “hina wae ;00 = o ples among
gthor thil- ge Cor clvilised living, snd also for corcern w & the veasant,
He tn' g troe “ritish mpire ".’ili neo ita emd in four to ton years,
¥! 17 UJormany snd *aaslan go in for a rmilitary allience " o ;pose 1t might,
g':mm calmly an! without animosity of the " ritish riro, but 1g
ousaly a wory vhole-hearted op-onenteiils narsoralits s ‘ocidedly an
attrective ones 'he CGovornor gave a dinner for him in thn ovent NGy e
as “r u tad not et roturned from her holiday, I wont o timt ae one of
Mo ropresentatives of odnlings 't was foreign food un rtinstely, and was
not esrticilarly gedd food, »nt was bedly scrveds It van nlan ratier sticky
as his hosts eon'dnt spealk ‘nclishy, and the peopls who cara )
40~ ahlo to sreak ‘nglish wern not high enongh up in the gocial rank teo
he vory noar himg I could heve sat by hiry an he rurrod at balng sat
neaxt o his own interpretey sho had cow with hinm from “unidng, and looking
rou fHr a their aves 11t on me, “ho prommadbly o 1 talk nzlish,
Bm I n4lded that the poor man hed nat ame to hina 80 -1 teo the
ritiah, 8o I pnshed forvard £ CMrene "on@ne “oan of ¢  ron at
Chelon 'niveraity, whom I lknew eonld talk “nglishy, 8c ole by him on
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one aldee Y didnt give = formal at the dinner, but le asked
questionse His angwerg were gquite interesting, dut again a 1ittle on the
long side, and they wore transla s0 that added to the Jorgth of the
goc“%. Ho tad been intending to stay in China sbout monthy bdut
had ymumoammgmm ot wopd from to return
because of the Internatioral orisise "o drank his health st the dinner asd
wished Bt sucoess to his mission, I mast own In womdcred a little what his
miesfion was, and whether it was to use the international orisis to push
the Beitish a little further out of Indiag or perhaps ocut of 1t altogethors
I wanted to ask Mm, but I didnt quite have the nerves
from listening to the radio, and talking about the

sitoation I have heen trying to got myself roady in various ways for the
torm, nag‘w rooms got out my notes, begin rosding and proparing courses
otoe and help prepare for— “ge Senior ctreat etos #¢ have Senlor rotreat
and Prosimen “esk the begimming of nex¥ weak, at the end o rogister, and
then on Honday ! 10%h we atart classes,

W one warning ‘n the middle of she nighty and now wvhen
4 dvese I think regetfully of my family alse perhaps doir;go he same things
Though I roalise vory that when and 1if the Ueymans boud London
it be much worse than anything I have ever knowne I dont know whethey
war 48 right of nor, but I am sure coura.o 18, and 1t 1s much easler to
stand wp to ddtler and Yagism in large mumbers in war, than 1t is one by one
in pesces though 1r the Gormans had had he nerve for ﬁwtmmﬂn
things would never have got to this pass o 1 have boem rosiing lore | ‘s
book feaching for the Stara, and I think the most smasing thingSed sbout
mwmu-mwmt&uum thelr extysordinary competence and
goodnees along the ordinary paths of life, and on the ooy hand the
anasing lack of courage in atanding up to what they know to bo ovile ut
doubtloss 1f 1t came to comsentration camps and tortupe I s ouldnt be much
bettor myself, though I cant help having a hunch that the “pitd though
obwin less i-dustyious, clean and s mpetent than the Ucrmans her doek,
world make a better showing along that 1ine as a whole, ovon if 4 d1dnte

I think 41t 15 4aakd going to take a lot of rwnﬁw soo ul
thro:gh thds wase I only o we have enough to meet 1%, and the question
of courago I think the oo entious objector has as much to offer as the
seldtor, less obvigsly useful « of courses “oll oo ogh of this
moandoring= 1t tsnt news, and not vary original elthare

Love % all
bvee
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Y am afraid it is some time since I last wrote a genercl lettery ‘he
last was a long epistle deeesbiddg abovt my holideys, and the (irst days
nere after tre wey =terted in “urepes T am still very mueh living over there,
an spending mere time than I can really sfford listening & to the radie,
and talking to the jecple who cen do more listening than 1 cane It is s0
tental8fins not to have more informstion, and de sble to intorpret better
what does teke places “ventl seom #wdde very portentous, though one ia not
quite sure of vhate tut | must own it sesms to loak very bad for the British
‘mpipes d'mlike of shigh cne fe~la 1w crobably the main dbond e lreen Uermany
enft Fuselae [ lie axake in the morningl =owe times) and wonds: and wonder what
1s goln; to hapren, and T finé 1% iiffieult ® think sbo:t anything except
the feta ~f (pest Seliteln, the . lIngdom af Ged cores a vory poor ascond- though
I am trving tc reslise the importames of that more, and not ® ldentify the
two, J am olng tc read agaln Macrmuryay's cook the Clue to Hlistowy, and s0e
not what o “ort, but what asurare I can get out of thate [ am afreid we are
terridbly to blmme for whet ls happening, both by anur laziness, and bk the
clase solfisn@msgs( whether conaclous or anoonsi mei do not xnow) of our lasders,
cme oen onlt hope thet whother In vietsry or defeal Saem A1l. be ppophets
who carn 2 ow uf the DelieY VaYe
411 tris really fent nows, and L had betier stopn dvivelling
ome, oniy iase situstion In the woPid at Large seang 80 much riora realy ot thd
moment i an onats own little notivitien. hlnge here he o oeen procesaing
vary norsallye ‘fhease moonliznt nighta we nave 1ad werninges “erncrally only
proliminary- but one ni-ht the aseond, tWomgh not the urgent went,~ but thoy
have notpencned us getyin Juut [ dont 00w whathar they srs ronlly trying or
note "omday 1s a beanhfhh clegr Zav, %0 4 think we ghal! has loret the
warning toen! -nt, 1 hora nothlng wore.
ihe weei bafors clagses s aried= thrt 18 three weoks ago- %o
ngd gomopr - enlky, and ‘entor detroate I s oke onse or v foe at tre Yreghmen
Aotpeat, but cldnt have mush un 40 with 1t, an two daye o t o time 1 wes
soaplately taxen up with the cenlor Koppante “hat resliy went ouite well, and
while we nac nlanned the prowrsm guite ssrefully, [ o tal ly ned not
spent the i ¢ wnd effort on 1t that T nave done oOn othar cccoangionss “2 had
a mornings neesione - avo'lenal "&lk snd isenssiem, and then &noiner af'ternocn
amd esrly cvening sessiony ‘ha! startec w«ith & ne rind of rocrantion= quite
informal, tan, talk ans :M sginn, BDPOT, report of oy o ti21t1cs, =nd
olosing dewetionals «# The i'n Tite very kindly leht 4 t alr house, = fell
quite nrivste, snc it =an a evanpge froc any of the elasaroc = or =avinlng like
thate .11 Los pet mornting by Jed and or Pmythe, Poth of tha ty-yaity of
sankire talked on How Yo Fake the wost af the Senloy Year in the prazent
tima, they wore both gultn 007, hut & 1ittle leng, =e i7atead ¢ spe aking

for half an bour aeach, they hoth splel for alnost an no Iy &0 H 1ant get
maeh vor: logeesisne In the arfternoon 'ise Feowlin spolir on veentlon, and the
disgugnion went mich hoattere varicun members of the ¥uc 1iy ttendes g aw of &
meetinge, anc *elped in the ~isc:ssion, ‘ter su; <r i 34 ¢ o teles  apoke
f vat trhav el done in the sumnar-fone hr Wma ORn g rocgh gone of
the tomna in Szsechuan batwesn hOre i fatine on sduaational amd hozlth work
enc tou thopr had i 8 swgmmer 97 rert wit tella irav K ; ‘s £irk led
the closing devotional, n 1 sA8y 'y ni bey Foo - ot tonal
one of tra v tgee Fan on-tsnlieand mreeclf onenea ! ! Ton on WhRt the
“enlorgs an or “Ollopge. =y the Al thes sa8 vroal’ ' 'rouskic
an ‘ a7y 88 @d Lo hixyvs nlthy s £ ol ollege, emd &1
ard. 1ntellipant  esire %< 2 hroniley o .t1ook pins o lant terme
n the aft. ho alac 6o wAags on the o ' y ricnd.unip and
& me te Chat Ln won L anrly A4s0malons,
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a3 oclally the guestion of whether OF not women should work uf'tey thels
marringe, this discussion on Voestiom, .y Fhelps{a professcr
ot Hva Tm, and nophew of Wlllem Lyon Fhelpa of Yale) led
the «‘lao'zluiuhh. £ood, and reslly stirulating snd put cortein
things very well, though I aildnt s res with all his views, ¥lgs “Sighbasugh,
who had just  joined the faculty of ufnling te help in the Senshio rural
project was there, ani she added auite a lot to the <l:¢ asion as she hag
erecialising In Yapent “dueation for same time, snd has Just roturned
frem forlough snd was v §8 all the latest conrmes now belng effere te-fn
Us3e4 oOn Forsoneli tye Marriage ete, » aln2o hed Mrs Yases Yen there to help
with the 4lgenssion, I dont kmow thet ot that dirouselon tlw pirls 414
vary mueh taliing, but they asked some g entions, and 1t ¢t them goins al}
right, Xrter supper togetharewhieh the ‘arfits very Kirdly providode we had
w0 more swessy ox eriances, e of the girls had Lean ap o e north ot
Sgechumn, on what was meant to be & wwewe wounded solddsr oject, but
turned out to be & seme ral rural educstional snd heslt) “opram, and the
other La bheun at whamt they aall an Ashram st st “mek, btul i think 4t 4@
mowe 1k & v lay longer ang more Consontrated stonont r-ae, o8, they
2noen Lrule on the Life of Fenus sra hle Lcachingas ae #1399 00 by ir harman's
neathode, Wior that L leé the cloming devotional,
ihare apre ?ifteoen seniove In all, one of i« &1 Aol eowe baok
In timo "y Lhe cotroat, bul there wam vrac tically » &1OC. .itendace of the
r‘mtm«:;, Lhers was Jusi one seasion thet one of therm 1 “Ode «aving a amall
EPOUD and & full at:ondanee rade the cpfirlt go Wy B Lhore wng ne need to
epldt . or dise ‘aslons, ana 1he whole thg g8 wont with 8 ¢ lig ewing, and
started the off well, Toooen Plawdll and T attended nlc o aeetinga,
ant varlous of ihw oither YRC ALy came in fap ncaasional o LEBe LY u would
not be Lore st oall, as she ) L the mernige 44 2isyted 10 ithe meeting of
the reopte'm onference gt Shaniking, from which she rotusnec last Sundaye
have agulte a lerre clags n7 raghmon, 7 hsvy w8 e £inad
mmbﬂr, bBut ¥t ia weund aebhout %o 1 t'fzi‘ﬂk, the votal enyrolwseat iz about 160
hich 1z -uits an PR, 17 RO e few more then ‘his “ormitory can comfeptably
hold ~ ¥r leseves hns "oved out Yrdordey to ist heobe ol wave out of hop
roam, hich wee on 8 gt udent corridore, mo 'hat we can wea¥e Ut Tour more
studenta tiere, -1 OIVEE Nhan pore for tiu vont to te nllee
W Lzeedton has LeP%e the new COv: rament racul rame tg rpv rothep
cut Gown the cork in the tenching cr relirion, an¢ ther 1g 00t reslly tesshe
Ing work for more than sme 7 um. Jeang &8 po=sung is FRARVE A b TIOT
“oun of dmeipline erc s:1carce, r nex office wnien under 1 minletyy regus
lations o havs to nave, 1t has to he » arty momber, o Jeng 21 go-gung
weaa the only rarts ember on the eda foclitty, not cyper ' 18 onee DY Tu
Fedd~dond was enxious rop vge-dien to LAy, &nd thers ccrini ly would have
been any n “Dor of odd Jobe Tor her to 0y, dut »he Felt thmre was ne main
vorky, whiek thave wagnt, %0 she {s nc *orkirg in tne Cowoncretive rovement
In Chenptu, heiping to organkbe the wormen TOYASTrB, and do oducatlonal worke
“te 18 finding 1t vepy ‘nteresting and stimlatine . ar \earnéing
Gulte & ot ebout the Comoparaiive ~overant im Che tile @y Lave a big
Order HF blankets Pfronm the OV X1Inent, ani arobusr ‘raddin: tho wo wn
to 4o the spinning necesaary or ihe weavins PTOUG8Be Deto=dint: the
FOEN are nt orpanised they Just work for <he eavare' coen: erative,
e are pald apes, «ithout Ay in any way belon@in: <o thre CcoO=Cporative,
I am tanching ome Chagneaein r2liglon, one 15 o 3, one in
'17~??nry, 3 i 9 TInervising two thenos{ & Leagi | ' N VoY
L188de cond) an i gy caslliy  aite buay, T aniv ho sinll bhe able teo
aohiove 4hs nge VABRFY concendirat Lone Youterde ad . reatreat
or tha -hrig ian Ype ity o e Civa viraltiese 117 roo0le onme
. T oihn 8¢ wont lte wal) wRere wey: six LU REL “ropa, and
amme of them =wra g % 1 Rere Cidn L Vury fove
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218 week has bocn retner distburbed with sirerald “arningd- 4ow
though the planes sctually only got horee onoe,that wes last Sekesd
‘unday night, but there wore ffret ani aseond sarnings on Mon oy night, and
odneaday nirht, and e prel iminary warning on Twosday, hoveveor, thnet didnt
et um up, go ‘here weras only three nipgrte on whisch we had to /ot upe The
“aather hes been besuiiful and clear, tiere was s moom, and on Tuesdny
the Generalissime amd iwdame Uhiangnrrivodp all of whioh aroressons vhy we
have bean s much  di«*unbhede On Sunday night the urgent asignal was piven
abomt {owagr ‘imites or %0 o2 "ter the second TerNinge Dge~djor was spending
the night . re, e o ware slrosdy dressed but lyfing on o:p beds, so then
we ot vr el proceed to the geouty than nheut twemty =mtrnton lnter we
heard the .lenes, and what rounded 14 ¢ out two bords being ropned far
BYAYe he ore wes ouite & pause not gulte an hour perhars, o°nd then the
tound of plancs coming beske ‘o Fhought ey wers the “Mincas nisnen ratuening,
sl thoosht @0 sonld go beck to the dormitory, 8@ o ot ot of cne dageout
il four! ol her penyle appeering outl oi ithe ofhope we gt avad i telked o bit.
but didnt gzo b cky I dont raally know .7y NOEVEYr, = ortly ~e hecpd more
plunes znd ratily got bDesVv inin Lhe tug=out, and then &n n =imte or =0 we
hoard of a = cep of bods Leirny fopeds thouzh 1t d4ént camoas though 1t
08 in Uee cliyw and 11 w.ante ihe Ginese plares thoorht Y e heo dpdven
th® capancse awky and osme DeOY - lended, and shertly afiar thr varerese
appenred agaln, ho HVOR, 'OT Were not orv clesy ag to trots Fereshonts,
2z droprec »ii thelr borbe outabdd Lhe clty = 1in mamy ea2sen on open fleldse
R L TN Sortuw .otely they .ropped them ~ult: necy the ~lace di-ve the
rinary achool nnar here tm on its boayders(tvo of Dre-dients ni-eose £0 thewe)
and the ch'l ‘ren were rathe: frightened, liowevaer, r-thiw ha ned o theme
oro wore comielties, it mo defintte mmaber han benn »fluem o bus think 4¢
& symihine in the neighbourhoud of ien Killed, Bt &+ gv v hann Mmovrey
7 2 reeflY of the sirerald on -undey "y the alrerald vaetrtes wovked
o2 Nlana next Mfav, an *owere told tihat ofter tha anannd ral e st get
upy Ar7a: and po o oun atalrs, 9 when tre warnirg come tha noat nipnt, I 444
ag I hed hem t91d, an. sftes waloine * e living roo far
thet T odoht an «elko and walte 1n * e o g=out, sniah 18,1
time, n~th’ anioned, and practically ev Daody elsa wont b
rather 11 vasshlanea [ ronAdmed, hocevay, [ frallvy 1. ¢
sople, 1 cimiing “r “u he. returred to Dead, a» ! lar
inelly the )1l clesr ante ! *idod that wa not
time the: ws & second warning, hsavins zeen
for had dreoseed, | lay “own waln on my bl ) : ] ;
the sceord wrining, sad Ay .o th Irla 413 tha« ¢t hie © tronble 18
thet when “ourgent poes thoe 1iihts ity and when tho "> py lot of
ycu atree ¢ around in the dark, therr =may bhe - nfuglon, 3 are mizht be
n Jam mt 4 granc: o the dugeout, B the sugge=tinng all the rirks
who el detfltcly thmt oy ser: goiny to Uw dugeout s ¢ dilvided {nte
FOUD®, 41K SENBC Lo edme g0 i5i0o he two dugwouts fro- b ‘8, 80 ag to
svold v squasih, but the c.lfrmar o the Omrittee wonld no copt theat sugrese
tion, o 1t moant alloting zerls 10 & cefinite Supegut, ~wi 1L snc vwas hit
ARG NOL . ; g would feel vary Ledlye It gsoemm o e o nrt take
resoonni i woLor tho organisation of larzingh grou o Jé4finite
allotting, on Po dug outs sre ry <lore top Shayr, .- c‘ylon to be
in the Weouts 2t all 39 olth the g#fr1s ¢ r."‘.:".f;l'»'ﬂn, he y fhare wmpe
) ‘- 190 hev Ifference of opinlon wif ' 0 ' ~rist upon
shaolute Sskinoce in t'w dugouts, I Lo N thet to teli ¢« volco 49
the more Bormel t rgce and crestos n les ynan attituie, . rimogt
tovarialiv 8 morae PV OL Oone h «nt sflenee, and 7 thoy
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should be allowed to Semploately contrel the situation, or at anyrate theme
should be one dugeout silent, and one for talke Put I dildnt have much luok

in that mattor either, S5till I shall continue sanewhat on that mattey
on 1f we are golng to have to do a lot walting in dugwouts, T am sare 1: is
best © Ho nn normal am possible,dut if we dont have to do mueh walting then
it isnt =orth preesing the pointe
ne group that meots in connectigggsith that publicity that 1 think

I told you about meets on “ednesday now, and lest >Mmmaz dgar Snow ceme
(the autliner of ded tar Over Uhina)e He told 2ne s bit about conditions in
the Northe ost, Bed had Just cowe beck from Yennan etes ‘¢ sald that the
only vigihle result of the masian - 'erman peot was that thore was a little
less open hoatility shown by the minor of fieials of the Xuomdngblng towards
the 8tk Route Ary, the reason helng apparantly that recont overmts had made
them eoneoiong of how dependent thay ware on “ussism, end how silly they
wonld lool 17 “ysslien twmmed sgainst them, Sig most intercatling report was
coneerning the stitltnde of Kad ''se-tung, one of the most proninent Chinese
corsmnicts, »nt his anmlysis of the situation, It was Dased on eésdghd
Comemnist lople, and was not the rotAkt of any inside Infor-stion, so I think |
1t {s &)} ripht my nutting 4t in thie letter, but the meetin; ia » confidentield|
one go remerhor thaty Byilcofly socording 4o ac the Hussfian oeition is thise
they repsrd thls as an ‘wperdnlist war, as mah one Sesmengde-es o land snd
france’s side ne Cernany's, ‘or a long time the attitude o tl.e ‘hamberlain
govarmmeni has convinced them that they(Chmeberlain ete) roper’ se fussismm
am %Qn‘ﬂy. not Gormmny, end that therofors an allianece ' ith nolend was nOot
poss ee "™igaia'm polioy was to remaln neutral and get !nte il best roeition
poasidble, cc *het safter n wer shieh would weuken the other r- ers, she would
be in m rozitior %o help "orward the revolutions He{Meocdcld rot leve any
ympethy to waste on ‘olamn@, thslyr  cwern-ent wae one o the worst in urope
the rigi:ya of the people had baeaen ~ternly repreassed, and use'n@ In moving
rae simply trvins to halp fellow coufnry men, snd slac ‘Blliow reolint eseeltébe

licy of no* sllowinr Uermany to pgot a-ay with too pmchy &lco antghlish e

tier Toym of poveornmenty Fao celd thet 1 Imgsia had ¢ne.4» on the side of
angleand ar o6, ate would have tacen up mili{tary rositicr 2v Prland and
seveyal other ~l<asg in movin slrat  armeny, and no one v ld heve dDlamed he
st least not '» Mnphande (It anored slroset se thongh Tusaliew oo doing el
w'th Cerrmny's connivarce , at otherwise aheo would had ne ngrinst Goermeny
MRo AtdArt: soom ta Ehfnle that fugelem mould “ieht with B anys airply get heve
golf into the L2t nogltion vouelbip without rightinge be Ini'e that Mussia's
main Infere~t 13 %111 ~>wénime, and not Just the exparnsiom of hoxr own poweole
I ordy hope e e riprt, T suppese some people woulddisagre 'th ne ?
foal the! &ke o salagn 24111 Pevoted ‘o Ccommunism 1s likely
In » cormleote elliance ALY Uersmny th:an one only devoted !
though v Lt ope T osunoore m clagh wonld be cnite likelye 20
there woo anve ~teones of an Rllfience be'vaan Fussissm ~nd Jroran
uanis Ascortine trp, ANy ervapgenent srvived at e thourht
103‘1‘ X a0 1gc t01é e of aoma igplimn c["jlﬂt ke he
wag no chinnco of italér Figghting =itk Gsrmary » alnet _
hen he(!ir now) roferre! to Ttsly's rolisy “a cnelled It v« on-ortuniem,
vhen talkineg of uvesis’s he r2id 1t «s0 yoalipnte =hat 4o 1 tht il the JdifTomel
i® betvwe~on Prglicsn and orortunt an§ It apevn ¢t mo 1t my- ek KA R
for ‘ormmaniets ~r ne«r vommnists tn nolarng and Srance £y A0
becsuge v {le 7-u can ses that rany Kugrie 18 right 4 ' it 13 Daegk
for tha three ~~=arw o saken anch pthoyr, sans eam haPdl ¥ thet a real
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smashing vietory for Germeny would be good for ‘omunism, and yet 4f saxtremisti
“wgdend in Snoland were to oprone the wayr wewhd-be-omhy the only result would
be that of weskening “nglsnd, I dont think ¥r Snow 1s & fullefledged communist
but sympethetie, at snyrete in: China, But as he reported 'me's opinion one
felt the save devastatingly clesr out line of thought plus an almost dmngerous
ovarsinplification of lmsucs thet always secmg 80 dam charsoteristic of |
conginiam, I s alfeays torn bet.een an admirstion for their clarity, ansoment
al their alipliokyy enc hoorew for their inhumsnity, the prectisal dbestiugtic
of three great countries seems % them as nothings ‘ell enough of this, you
probably =11 'nmow 't goywsy from varicus sommees, but I cnnt help reﬂing thai
the extrame 1ot » ng ir warionsg o untries mast £ind it vetior 4diffieult to
arrive =t s cormon polioys
facterday there was the snnual mseting of the Jook “lub which

13 enlie an ~vopt in the soeial annslas of dcheongtus ‘here . iru vericus bock
reviews civcrn, s me of them gulie interesting, as well a’ varicus business
matiops cralthk withy, "o finighed up with a very goed tea, which wse furthey
enlivened br “he nressnce Of “adame “iUeng, very slde inuesd 1n a gown of
black with somrt 1ittle short comp, alwso blacke _» 1L Lok #e Lave sald
hefore o= ¢ oart Chinese wowan has a lot in common with the ‘renche She cane
bask te e ovMRtory afterwavrds, and tho glrls were thwillied (o s0o nere
‘fersonally [ 7elt s little ae tanougn oiw should cwrtsey, bul oi coirse one
dseant, fuat o'akes hands, o were naving & perty 10 veloci® new Fuchlty and
studenta, an. she lolaed us for the - upper, witleh was very il oimusl, snd
sooke # 'towwerdmy “he hadnt originelly latonced o speak, bui then she ¢
mostly sbaon e women's wor. thet ate ls superintending unce: tho ¥euw Life
“ovennnte he has a lot o reroonality, bnt was lockin muen oloer I though$
that whon i saw her over two your:s sgu in dankings Ly 1 hes pone back tc spem
the weok=and «1ith here

s Generaliasico hao come te vhengtu to bLe instulled 8 the
Governor " - sechuan, someé o the .socal dlgnlitaries heve bLeen unarrelaing
mong themselves, thers 15 o poed deal o antieceniral pov rment feeling amony
the of™oinls heraey so “MMeng fa trring to sebtle the vericua differences
by takings “n the lfob 1iraelfy Incldentally they are slso boih aving thelp
teeth seon v the asutal Yallepge reorle heres

thdnte Yide 13 most o! the news Jor Liola veek, seew to have
been haviig o 1ot of maestings Intely to get all the vericus crganisations
or ihe L m rtod, and classos 2ve keeplng me very busy, 80 i hevent had
guite ~g much tfie to think this vecke I mean about the it wtlion, which s
perhapa 29 oll,

Jopod=bye Tor the auente LOVEe ~Vie
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bullt stmeture, with a st in fyont,
0 we valted ver eonf@ptably in room,
affelr was due to begin were ushered out
[ think 1 they had knewn they woult geot
would have core, horevrr, perhsps it was
of us tc make nsboving, and
there w17
atudents and military csdeSs drawn up in

"ront, and we stood in complete sllence for ahout
e 1 must o 1t gave me
the better sort), ihe
& bore, v1thout any ne
dlsplavs which war

chisng Xsieshek to

thrills of the war( of
meetings, tha$ they very of'ten are just
and I heve bsen b hardly sny patriotie
But thiz tlme es I welted I did

attendance, »nd followed by
arees, with a
followed, !
lown, an’ the g

mdents -te stood at

2 loud snealer, =nd it gave his voiae brek, 80 he had %o
pertioulakty remarkable, bur 1
course, & bit olusr than whikn T saw hi. lsst in

sentenne,
personelity 1ae
Nanking, hich

is speech was rot
uﬂ 1°l3k..’3. of

& certeir bueysney ashout

a8 heavy 2 bDurden ss he does . His 708

notices moat, they sre very keen anc rhereing, snd wou

thin- 4n, tley ars the Pyes8 ©7 5 man whna
e really <idnt spesk 06y very 1long,
1t @was & hot day, and aft .r
e san- tational
ring the talk
s MOYe O log
upe After he hsd firikhed
he turned round to ue,( o
the tize, axcppt when we wer:
our backs to him), ana
liest smils I heve ever reen him give,
I expect Yo in feeling in rether e
done very well st hanghha, and
Hankow av
*ffoctive alreraid « from
side Auriry this
\fteor the cormmony wasover, people broke

we got

CoUuUrse e

17 there had been as
not have been snough rooms “verythi ng

reaslise vary
to all thoses thers, smi to “iina, and how eagerly veople sumited
e came ont the _laifémm Vary ampay aslnply,

Ladame Uhilne.
wiart shwort dark dDlue jacket.
thén s "ter the Lenerslissimo
®anc, and he began his seech,

e three or four yvesrs apo
But he wer lo king ronarkably sell I thon
nim, which I think

not auite an hour,
& Dt some of the
aonge both at the beginning an-
up anc read cortein comasndmente s
kept our eyes on the Mademo, and whenever she

als gpesehn, and all the procesedinrna
hed
&ll focing
[Ave us » Mot eharring emile, 4% we-

he is pererslly rather
Food tempev, an the Chinege
elmo the repnrts of thins last

reully remarkabdble 2 1 they sre twue 11
2 military point
vare 4t secms so good an
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lp feel 8 war is not as othey
warg, at times so little seems %o happen, 80 much seems to b
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st loeat aa one rosds letters from home one gets that effect. Here ti
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have had word that all furloughe are eanselled for the duration of the
wap, xhich comes as rather a b.ow, especially to thos¢ who were Just
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I am afreld 7 have been n vory peor correspondent lntely,life seems
he rather tightly packed, though 4+ must! admit that some of the things
I 1o for rela-ation snd pleasure, and gannot be considnred worke Sut I do
mve a Maller tecching time toble than I hsed lsst year, and that koeps me
sy “rom 8 to 4 or B snch daye "hen there seem to be a good many evening
nwwqpoﬂenta of various kinds, ev ry ‘osday{except the (ifth Honday, when
‘re L2 one) ve have Paculty meating of sortse Un ‘ednesday there is @
A%y [ dserssion Gréup( whieh I only attend beonuse I am interested), and
e weokly vomrmitity Prayer seeting, whioch [ feel rather more obliged te
nttend thie venr, ns L am Chalrman of the “Yormittes whieh 1= erranging for
@ this yoar, so L feel a cnrtaein reaponeibility, slmo ! am *nrinitofz
ntoreated in our plan Tor theme On hursday one groun of the fac ”
1vine timee 7«9 pm Cor sewing for the soldlers, and I am doing Lhﬂ(‘k
nens that three svenings a weok sve pone every week, an' sometimen b ddey
enlng 12 sone twice, as ev ry othey wensk the Senfor Ulras has s meating,
1 1 meet with theme “Snay evoning is n2lso oocnpled, sa L generally
‘o the “vaning sorvice at #4430 pm, end then [ have a 8lhie alass at 8,3
n tha' 1o reallv Tour ovenings rone, OGecasionally on riiays I g9 to
Hrosdcast, but that Joes not co-e very often o ‘Tussday is ‘otery “1lub nig
'n (rengtu, and recently 1t ssema to hnve Decome samewist of & hnhit( at
laant trres tive running) for sove of tiw wives( lelt gyers | and some spins!
tey pat tapctnay for oa 18tile bridge, and I must sdmit that on the laz! twe
ne deye I hev: plaved bridge, 1 nlvays feel rathexr guldlty playing bridge
'tn the mtddle of the wnek, but latcerly i havent! really loved much any
sthor time, 2% at rdays sesrm to have ben ocoupled lih otnayr thingse So¥
vou @ s the dave and svenings seem pretty well used up, "nd all the odd jobs
n «hich 1l-tters seem to come- Just dont geot dones
Laat weoelpeond sasemed v ry full, ani I addnt ; nvy latters done
slle “nat of ‘aturdpy wes taken up 1th n Jagaar, =hlch wasz baing got up
e nrene Yires: and ‘oreigne of the Commu ity in ala o ar roliefs [ was
“w] tng +ith the »hite lnphant tall, most o7 the mornins | sapd collecting
hing n aklng them over, arnd them helping to prle 'y 0 in the s lfternoon
391]1n¢. You nevar aaw anech junk in alil your fe, hﬂ moat people are
orepared o give away in $engtu canes } down the ocale, dersuge one
ather tends o hong on ‘o things theseo dlyu, but 1 it like hot ~akege
Be Vilnasee some of the sevyvantie and poorer ones- swarm lnto tho plece, ang
¢ conrps aome of the things are not really so bad, and aro certalnly ve
cheap8, and thore wer: almort fres fights over some thingse I eoldnt help
1anerine sver some of the pesaple who bourht things, I wa sellirg shooas te
hoptn tthy, and there sas one enorm ns prir of women s hrown suede shoes,tLey
war. an utslge even "oy s foréhpgn women , but aq:ite"obviously momen's shoes,
o 8 ont think men wonuld have been peepered to wear them , and 'hfis enormou
alr ~as horht by an old -hiese woman with minute bowyi feele ! cont know
hetler they expresxned a longing of har sonl, mors likely ~he meant her
maghand to wear them, or nperhaps szhe irntepded to roesell theme “veryining
really mant very nulekly, *he cakes snd candies ware swept avay in no tine
nt alle e ure many r-oturned atudents in Lhangtu, and they heve scquired
cult: n trnete foy rood forelpgn candy and cnkea, which tho inary «“hinese
ghop onnnet ecatey fore hey maus ovor 1800 dollars, which in view of the
ralatively small amount there was to sell was pretty pood, at lasst half
the room T shold =2av wae taken up vith hite “lephants, “f conrsa there wer
varions a!''oa ghows, onn o tiem vas A cinems show, ploturss of “anking, whic
mAe ntte homesiek, s eclally +hen they showed plutures of Glnlingy and
an vory pepular tes-roome “vervihicg moved very nickly, wh mo-o 80 than
In any bagaay + heve seeon at homo, ant o the end moat ¢ thw stalls were
alhost Litorally emplye
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News Letter from Eve Spicer.

Ginling College,
Chengtu
December 30, 1939

I am afreid I don't quite know how long ago it was that I wrote the last
general letter, but I am sure it was some time, Since then Christmas has been and
- gone, and pretty full it was, too, One of the difficudties about it here is that
we have very little in the way of holidays, ectually this year we only had Christmas
dey itself, so that you have to make all the preparations while carrying on all your
ordinary teaching as well, Also with Five Universities on one campus trying to work
out joint programs, and each having their own besides, it is quite a business, I
was preaching at the English service on Sundey aftermoon, December 24th, and that in-
volved time, too. However, I was really glad &f that, as it made me take some quiet
time, and do some thinking as to what Christmas is really about, and really I think
I enjoyed, as much as anything, the Saturday morning that I spent preparing my sermon.
I also rather rashly undertook to sketch a little Christmas play for part of our
Ginling party, and that made me do some thinking, too. I sketeched the main ideas,
and then the six girls who acted it used their own words. I enclose a rather badly
typed copy of the main idea. Well, this seems to be getthng a little aheag of myself.
However, I might as well go on now about the Ginling party, which we had on Friday,
December 22nd, as there were to be other things (joint) both Saturdey and Sundey. The
students are very busy just now rehearsing for a dence drama that theyare giving in
aid of relief next week, so the Faculty took the main responsibility for the party.
We started by giving a play called "The Toy Shop", The scene is a toy shop oh Christmes
Eve, and the toys come to life. It is quite amusing, and the ridiculous costumes that
the Faculty wore gave the students great delight. Djang Sieo-sung as the rag doll was
one of the most fetching, with her hair done in several pigtails., After the play we
had refreshments, then the Glee Club sang a song, and then the students did the little
play I had sketched, and efter that there was a candle light procession to the dormi-
tory. We had the pafty in our gym, I am afraid the instructions given were not
guite clear enough, end the ending was not exactly as we had planned; still I think
thet the party had sufficient of the amusing and the serious. Florence Kirk was re-
sponsible for getting up the Toy Shop, and I only looked after the other little play,
but I was also Chairmen of the Christmas Committee, so I felt responsible for any odd
detail, and though we tried to keep things as simple as possible, it is amazing how
many small details there always seem to be.

On Saturday evening and Sunday evening there was a joint performance of the
Messiah by the Five Universities, and the Community Chorus as well. The place was
pakkked , and getting in was like pushing your way through a footbell scrum, even
though they had issued tickets, I am very little judge of these things, but I enjoyed
it well on the whole, Dze~djen and I went on Saturday, and the performence was pre-
ceeded by a ten-minute speech of one of the Burmese Delegation of Good Will, which
wes visiting Chengtu over Christmas, He wes very much impressed by the fact that he
only had ten minutes, and he certainly spoke fast, trying to get as mudh as possible
in, but I thought his choice of subject was rather curious for a member of the Burmese
Mission of Good Will to Chima, but I suppose he thought it was appropriate to a mission-
ery and Christian audience, He told us about some social service work run by Christians
that he had seen in Ceylon and India, and he never mentioned Burma at all, Perhaps he
meant that the ten minutes was not long enough, but he did stop at the end of ten Minutes.
Mrs. Kuan seng very beautifully; she was much the best of the soloists.

On Sunday morhing we had a Christmas service (joint University of Nanking,
Ginling and Canadien Mission, otherwise Church of Christ in China,) at which there were
Baptisms, There was music and a sermon. The place was packed, and I think the atmos-
phere of the service was decidedly good. I had been asked out 6o lunch, but I knew Kkhat
probably my sermon would not be quite complete, so I had refused, and hed my lunch in
solitary glory at the Women's Codlege, which suited me quite well., After lunch I worked
again at the sermon, and then went off to Church, as they hawe the English service at
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ungodly hour of 3 p.m. After Church I went home with Dze-djen, and spent

gstmas Eve with her and some of the members of her family (brother, sister-in-law,

§, nephews). They had a Christmas tree, and it was very pleasmt. On Christmas
jj}a g we followed the usual Ginling tradition of most of the Faculty (not quite all),

- eafing breakfast (mein) with the students. Mein is the particular food for birthdays,
- and afterwards we had a Carol service, whiech Dr. Reeves led, and at which the Glee Club
and the Freshmen Chorus sung., I should perhaps have mentiomsl that on Sunday evening,
or rather Monday morning, we had been visited by carollers, and I hadn't got to bed £ill
about 2 p.m,, not only because of them, but also because I was d oing last minute
things. After breakfast and the service I felt decidedly sleepy, so 1 lay down and hed
& nap. I had Christmas dinner at noon with the Lewi# Smythe's; all the people there
were Nanking, and we had a very pleasant time., It seemed to go on for some time, and
when I left, and had looked in at a puppet show that Tsui Ya-lan had going on in the
gym, it was 5 p.m., and time to get ready for the evening supper. I have always felt
that we didn't do emough for the students on Christmas Day itself, we wete apt to go
off after the morning service and leave them to it. 8o this time we plammed to have
8 Christmas supper, followed by games, which we did, We decorated the dining room a
bht, and we all sat with our tutees, and then afterwards we played games = like monop-
oly, donkey, kéxicon, bridge, etc. Apart from decorating and seating, there was not
much preparation, and I think everyone enjoyed it quite well, Next day we had to
start work egein, and I had a first hour cless, so there wasn't much time to recover
your breath, However, we have a little time now, As for New Year, we have three days,
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.

On Tuesday evening we had & very pleasant party of all the Nanking foreigners
at Elsie Priest's house, After supper we did silly abting, where a different group do
each act; the play was quite ridiculous, but we laughed a lot, more over the ideas that
we didn't act, I think, than the ones we did,

The students had all gone out on Sundey morning to visit the homes of soldiers?
femilies, and take them good cheer, but owing to my sermon, I was not able to go with them.

I can't seem to think back to long before Christmas, the last week was all
busy with preparations. Another party I had was one for the Senior class, to which I
am advisor, I had that on Thrusday; the Roys very kindly let me have it at their house,
and after games and refreshments, we had a little serious part, as Andy Roy gave a
short talk ( quite good) and we finished by singing carols.

In the previous week I had also been rather social and given a party. I
had been planning to have a party for some time, with Margarter Turner and Elsie Priest;
and after dinner, we would give two plays, just reading, not learning, them, I found
it a little diffioult to get a convenient date, and also men to act, so I decided to
have a ladies only, and do it on Rotary Night, when most of the men are away, so that
was what I did. We had the party on Tuesday, Dec. 12th, and it went off quite well.
On the Sunday before that, I went to a memorial service for Dr. Cheng Ching-yi, who
was Moderator of the Churech of Christ in China and had previously been Secretary of the
National Christiam Coumcil., He died quite suddenly in Shanghai at the beginning of
December, He was just planning to come up here for work, He will be a great loss.

We have had quite a long rest from air-raid warnings, but on the Monday and
Tuesday of the week before Christmas (Dec. 18th and 19th) we had two. However, they
didn't come here, and over Christmas, in apite of the full moon, we have not had any

so far, Well, I will stop for the moment,
Love,

Eva
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Along the New Road.
(From Rangoon to Kunming).

After adventuring in the realm of the s irlt at the Madras
Conference some of the delegatea[rct»rning to China [felt they would like to
explore eother new_roads, (vhich were opening up new possibilities in
more pysical realms,| bpé roturning to China by way of the very r cently
finlshed and opened road from Buer“to China, Bishop “ard, #merdesa
“ethodist Eplecopal Bishop of Szechan, was the originator,rﬁ%@anisorzénd 5
_Eznoral carrier thrOwgn;of the schéme, and would if necessary have gone alon
At there was no need of that, and the final number of his party was sevens
The members of the party were Bishopw vardAm ricaq]?“g} Frank
Price,[iall-ckno~n in 6 ina for his work in training men for the rural
ministryy also ndlAmﬁricans Dr Robert“Maclnre,ﬁrdssiwnnry doctor from Honan
and v-ry active in the International @ Lross since the ar beg Canddian
Mr “Allace ‘‘ang, ¥~an of, the Thoologicql Seminary in ChengtulChinese ’
Hev K.:3.Mondo Indian}f Hov On Kun(Burmosez\, B,he last t.o _Xreg frat«r%al

delegntes,fpom the Southern Asiatfe Conf-r€nce of the Lobhodist “piscéopal
5hurch(§5~5§%ﬁbsin this hour of need, and myself Zva Dvkes 3picer,

&wquw“on¥nt1vw of the London Missionary Society at Ginling ollege, formerly
in "anking, now temporarily in Chengtu, nstionalit Urliiﬂn.i_In view of the
fact that 1n a partv of seven thero verc six nation lities represented, 1t
can truly be said t » vere a minature Madras Conferonce in ourselfys,
and I think i1t can ¥ be said that we continued the sgsme spirit of
fellowship.KU1wavﬂn0v of rac~ or sex -'as no barrier to in ercourse, and the
varlety of_background only made more interesting our convorsations and obe
~anw!ioan We had a cormon language in “nglihbh, and the difference in

other tongues was only a convenien#e- as no matter what language was

called for &hdmeee Burmese- Hindustani- Chinose (Mandarin or Foochow)=
“nglish or American- we could supply the need. Four of us knew some thing

of each other beforohand, but three wer ardly known to thomselves or the

rest of us, but o settled do'n qulekly 'to a r~al und rsfnnﬁingJ:for which
asi It

our common bond in (hrist was a fundamental b OWr practice=
omitted only once or twice due to spec lale= praedieect~wio=aidarieiho-morain
dey-widh~ circumstances~to have morning prayers cach mesniagy day, thus
recopgising naturnlly and openly that which bound us together, and gave us
a common outlook on lifes

‘e gathered |in two's, and one's |in Kangoon, "o we wore motoring
all the wav from there to Kubming(Yunnanfu), It earme as a rpkdse to me
personally to find that the new road was not altogether popular in Burma,
therc 1s a considorable amount of unrest at present in Burma- strikes of
varlous kinds were the order of the day while we ere t ere-1it 1s probably
part of tho growing pains which aceompany the gro«th into self-governmant,
but complicated by the preosence In Burmaa of large greoups of Chinese and
Indlans, so that the Burmese sr apt to look a 1little azkancoe at a nev means
of copmunication which may bring not only goods but poople into a country
ﬂhicﬁégéwﬁ?sirous of keeping Burmm for the Burmese. ndo btedly too the
Japanese sar~ a factor in the situation, seeking to stir feellng agaimst
the ne~ poad, which 1s easily done as it 1s promoted by f{ British, and
there 1s much anti-British feeling in Burma. In their propapganda among the
Burmese the Japanese make grent pMy with the fact that they also are a
Buddhist people, for Buddhism 1s the national religlon of :he Bmrmese, and
monks take an active part in politics. Howevery Fhe Chinesg, also have
thelr place and their sunporters in Burmese life, and If the rggd develops
along sound lines- carrying other' goods besides armunition- 1t will doubtless
become an accepted and welcomed part of the national lifee QO

Our original intention had been to travel in one Ston Dodge
truck ~ith a station wagkon body, but seven people with lupggage, bedding tte
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proved goo much- so after various extﬁpimenta with other means we got
anothef;% ton Dodge truck, though with a much less elegant bodyes Into that
we put most of the luggage , and the petrol that we would need for that
part of the Jeuwmey road along which there were no service stations,

Dr Maclure was the chief driver of that car, with Frank Price as relief,
whilé Bishop Wardwe was the diiver in chief of the first car, with Mr Med
Mondol as understudy. Our egulpmmnt besides the two cars, four drivers
petrol SuppiY¥es, bedding Molls etc indluded many letters of introdwcetioms
to peoble along the way- especially 4ke to the officials of the South-West
Transport Co, in whose charge the road on the Chinese side of the border
is - also letters from the Red Cross to whom the trucks were grebebily
going to be sold. So that we were well equipped in every sense of the
worde C o : athon N\

The first trumek lefir “station-waggen-or-cvamw/loft Rangoon at the
rather unusual hour- but thére were good and sufficient reasons- of 11 pm
on Wednesday Jan 18th, andw we arrived in Kunming on “riday Jum 27th a$

2 pm, so the Journey took us some thing under nine days, but we stopped

one whole day q as well as two nightsi at Lashlo, and also most of one day
at Mangshih, so that the actual time on the road was more like seven days,
and the journey be done in that time, though I should not reegomend
1t, as so fyfhe stages were a little too long for real comfort and
enjoyment, ﬁ?om Rangoon to Lashlo,{which is the head of the railway,gggd
the scene Qf considerable activity, as £6"the seat of one of the big Humun
tions dumpgl is for the most part over a well made, much travelled road,
though the la-t part from Maymio to Lashio still leaves much to bey-emnd-

deaived desired, and we did that - a distance of 641 miles-ltwe-deyeetwo
dayse The remainder of the journey, approximately 710 miles, took us
fadd- five full motoring days, but the road was almost continueusly
4skhvegh through mountainous country, and it was impossible to go much

bey NG} e of 15 miles an hour . In the second half of the journey
the at we covered in one day was 157 miles, and that was

rather too much, as it meant driving until 11l.30 pm at night. It was true
that we had started rather later than usual t morning, but even had we
gtarted at 730 instead of 9.30,wo should have to keep going for at least
~thpee hours in the dark, which on some of thode roads is not really too
pleasant, though in dry weather perfectly possible with a good drivere
AR-4he-meoei-nountaineus-asceiion-of~4he-»oad In the most difficult sectlior
of the road for driving beiweem that which lles between Lashio and Hsakuan
(20 miles from Dall)a distance of 455 miles, the 1tinerary which we hed
bben given allowed for three days, but five days would be far more enjoy-
ﬁble. The highest point on the road 1s not reached until the lwgt day
efore Kunming, when the road goes well over 9,000 ft, but you get much
creater sense of altitude on the road between ﬁaoahan and Hsakuan, when
it actually only Just above 9,000ft, and the road on that day

has the steepest grade- so steep that our luggage truck, which was very
heavily loaded, falled to make 1t by 1tself, ang had to be assisdted

twice by the strength of five nationalibies pusing from behinde

o .1 am no expert in the making e and egineering of roads, so

that an@vgﬁmarks on that subject are almost without value . It is clear
that 1t bas a great enterppise, which has been accomplished in a remark-
ably short time. At the moment the road 1s very good in many place} and
only lacks a surface finish in others, but there are some places where it
is still very narrow, and many more places where the bridges over the
culverts are not yet finished, and the detours to the side are 1inconven-
ient and bumpye. fhe moad 1is so continuously a mounta®™nous one, climbing
and descedding, winding in and out that a a flat straight road becomes
something almost unthinkable, but there 1s onhy one place where 1t seemed
as though the @&rade was so steep as to cause real incovenlence. The mos1
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obvious demge¥ question that occurrs to anyone's mind is what will the

raln do to some parts of the roade We went over during the fine season,

and had beautiful clear weather right through, wamm by day and cold by

night . But the rains come in Apriel and May, and the earth in ma many

places sedhs so »eugh soft and loose, that it seems as though there are

many sections of the road that would be easily washed away. Also the twist:

and turns which are perfectly possible on a dry surface, would become

rather like a nightmare, I should think, on & slippery, greasy surface.

However, I am very little of a jeudge, and at the moment there are hardly

any places where one is tempted to ask™Can we make 1t, or shall we go over

the side." e

There 18 one aspect of the road thst one does not need to be an
expert to speak ®m, and that 1is the beatity of the country through which it
goes, Frem-Meymiey-aboui-40-milon-from-Mandalayy-»dghi-4a About 80 miles
from Mandalay the road beglins to climb, and from there right through te _
Kunming, which 1s itself over 6,000 ft up, one is nevcr out of the SiII%:MM
Sometimes you can see range after range fwem of hills as you wind along
a road 4kei-eeeme almost along the summit of the hill, sometimes you
descend deep into valleys, where you can see li‘tle but the hilis on either
slde of you, some timesy you journey for a short time over a wide plain

_;jgurrounded by hills,-®ui~edways-the~-hidlg-are-wiih-you sometimes the

7 hills are wooded, sometimes they are bare, but always you are aware of the
heights above you or beyond youe One of the most spectacular descents is
that to the bridge which crosses the Salween river, the range over which
you approach the river is asbout 7,%50 ft, the level of the river is
2800 ft, @e-ihere-ie-a-big-dveps~ s0 the valleyfls deep and impressive.
The other big suspension bridge crossed 1s ov'r the Meekong river, along
which you motor for some time before sreaching the bridgej Hot such an
impressive valley in depth as theéggéxeen river, it 1s a vlery beatuiful
mountain stream at that point, an golour and variety to the scenes The only
place where we saw any snow was on the mountains above Hsakuwan, and there
there were only a few 4»eeake streaks, but the landscap$edoes not heed snow
to 1%%& 1t variety and beauty, How mmeful the road will be for the trans
port of goods 1= still to be seen, but no one who has been over it can doubt
that it 1s now and will remain one of the great scenic highways of the
worlde ~

J¢t 1is not a read which has yget- finished laying itself out for

tourist traffie, though there are signs at aspect is beginning to be cat-
ered for,[ but we did not think of ourselves as in any sense ordinary 4»ew
touristyg, many of the group were accustomed to intergor travel in China,
and were well able to cope with the situation.| So long as we were in
Burma we stayed mainly at the ﬁest Bungalows pPovided by a thoughtful
government, which afford you shelter and a bed, but no bedding and no foody
¥n China we stopped in a variety of places. The first night after we crossed
the bomder, which you do 115 miles from Lashie, we stopped at a place called
Chefang, the inns of the place proving not very acceptable, Frank Price,
who was in charge of the night's lodging, got us permission to stay in the
school, which was at least clean, fhere was also a schoolmaster's wife
under the same roof, so I might be sald to have had a chaperone. The men
laid down straw one end of the schoolroom, and I put up my camp bed at the
other end, with all the desks between us for additional protectiones The next
night we-eieyed-4n-the-veai-house~of- some of the party stayed at the
Kgegt House of the Swabaw e4€a kind of local hereditary chiefthani at Manp-
shih, where the accomodaf¥ion wgs simple, but adequate, while two dthers who
had g one ahead stayed at a very clean and pleasant newly opened inn at
Lungling. The next night at Paeshan we agaln had some difficulty in finding
accomodation, but finally discovered, and were very hospitably entertkindd
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by the local China Inland llssionarﬂé singke womail The next two nighta

at Hsakuan and Tsuhsiung we stopped at the South-West Transport Co Rel€<

House, one of them was hardly finished yet on the inside, and carpemtbers'

tools and shavings were still lying around, but in both cases there was

a wooden board on which to spread one's bedding, ead-s »dof over one's

head as & shelter from the wind, and separate rooms to enable one to con-

form to the conventions, In our eating we started off by being interm

national,'Ihe first day out of Rangoon we had breakfast in Lritish style,

lunch in Cpinese, and dupper in Indilay, but after we crossed the border

we Aﬁﬁ»mainly Chinese, especially &n the morning and at night when we got

a hot meal at one of the local restaurantsj It 1s amaging how good the

good is at any small Chinese restaurant,Sometimes when making a very early

start we had to start off with nothing or cook 1t ourselves, but we did ver

little of our ovn cooking, just tvice in fact- the night me»wnimg and morning

at Hsakuan- but we often from our own provisions in the middle odfthe
th

. such [easily eaten|things as bga%%gﬁgfbiheese, tomato juico[and biscults
We caBbrated our stayush the CyT.M th a really firat clafs foreign br

fast.

Considering that we were a party of seven travelling over a new road
wlith two new cars, we really fared very well indeed, and had no ma jor acclile
dents of any kind, though one or two minor oneses At Mangshih, for Instance,
we had to pass over a covered wooden bridge, the ee® station waggon had s
railing on top, and we put our bedding on the roof of that carewe-faiiede
When we went over the bridge we falled to observe how low the roof was,
and when we arrived at the other end, ve found we had knocked the wooden
beams to such an extent that the rading was wrenched off, and all the bedd4n
bedding rolls strewn atonge the gromnd. It was easy to replace them, but
it took a blacksmith several hours to replace the ralling, and in the meane
while we had t walt. However, we mlght have had to walt in any case, ss
we had letters to the Swabaw at Mangshih, and he was busy with the burial
of his mother- a really wgreat affadr, with a vonderful pocession of pager
imagesys so could not be seen till evening, so we had a do:ble rcason for
walting, and that was where we lost almost the whole of one day, as we just
motored from Chefang to Mangshih that day- only 30 miles,

Our letters visés otec were sufficlent to get us through the
formalities all right. Actually at the border there is no examination of
any kind, 1ndeed you would hardly know you haéd crossed the border at all,
verg 1t not that you knew by the dlstance that 1t must be at that placee
We-gaw You pass o¥e® a very small brddge over a very small stream, and that
1s all there 19.[‘0 did notice a burnt house, which we discovered afterwards
was the remains of the Chinese Customs House, which h2d been raided and bum
burnt by th local tribespeople about two months before, when twikdve
Chinese had been killed., They apparently resented the coming of the Centmal
govcrnment, which threatened the local tax they had been in the habit of
making;l'he people on both sides of the border a#e belong Lo various tribes

very plcturesque in thelr costume, and are neither Purmese nor Vhinese,
though in looks they seom more like Chinese. Wo saw a very gay looking
market of the trlbespeople at Kutkal, thec last tewn of anysizec before 4he
creesing the border. The Chinese customs 1s now establighed at Lungling,
about 58 mlles from the border, and thanks to our various letters, we had
no difficulty there. Crossing the SAkween bridge another effort was made
to examine us, but Dr Maclure began examining them, and we drove one
[Thern vas one other incident that might hsve been adventure, but fortunately
it turned out all right. The night we were motoring late on our way to Hsa-
kuan, we dlscovered 4$khe$ when we were about 6 miles from our destination
that we were ARmost out of petrol, the night was very dark, the road was
very mountainous, and the wind very cold, had we had to stop there it
would not have been pleasant, hovever, we managed to make 1t all right, and
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I suppose in any case the okher car which was ahe of us, would have
turned back in time to find what had become of use

We hed-ppssed relatively little traffiec on the road, a
private car or two, buses on certain sections, and a few trucks, but the
road 1s not yet reullygfully opened up , and the heavy traffic has not
yet got going on 1t. The rosd has been pushed through in so short a
a time because of the fMeed for new routes through which China can bring
in tion and other war supplies, now that the Cansém-Hankow Railways
has become uselessy and one realises ackliely how desparate are her needs
alo lines, however, strongly one flay feel about the evil of
war. | |But/it 1s good to think that in the order of events two of the
trucks which passed over that road in its early days came laden not with
materials of dostructt?n, it huggggs;inqo-bocriag Bt~ widih
goedwill-and-sympadhy Jor Japanh but oodwill and sympathy for. .
Chinn,-ncv&ouc-ckllio-!b&-tho—hnci&ng—andpu’bulili ’ v
and-above-all-the-inoviedgy-of-dosus--
from five different nations, various s

upbuilding of her people, and above all the knowledge of Jesus Chris
thweugh-4+h- in whom there is already & fekldwship which transcends
the barriers emd-me of nation and race, and through whom wars may '
cease and men live at peace with one anothers




News Letter from Eva Spicer

Ginling College,

Chengtu
Wednesday, January 17, 1940

I think I wrote my last letter at the end of the week of Christmas, just at
the beginning of our three days' New Year Vacation, Part of it I played and ate; in
fact, I went to the first two cinemas I have been to for about ten months - both of
them were completely light., I am afraid that strong, realistic films do not attract
me very much at the moment; in fact, at the moment, I recognize quite frankly that my
taste in the theatre is decidedly bourgeois and escapist, The rest of the time I
did various odd jobs, I wven wrote a few letters. The only thing in my own immediate
environment that hung over me was the fact that on Thursday, Friday and Saturday evening
was our Dance Drama, and I was not quide sure what my responsibility was. I had a
title all right, the translation of the Chinese means "Back of the Stage Chairman",

But every separate job had its own committee, and there didn't seem anything very specific
for me to do, except ask them all if they were doing what they should, and they all

said yes. However, I felt that I should be doing something, and that made me feel
rather uneasy, I did attend part of one rehearsal, but I am no good on advice in mat-
ters of dancing, However, I turned up at the dress rehearsal, and then I realized

that for the next few days I was going to be quite busy. It was an awful nightmare, -
the stage looked terrible, the curtains impossible, and in fact, everything was the
most unholy mess, I spent practically the whole of the next day on the job, though

I can't say I did much except sit there and see that other people did the work., I

was the one fixed spot in an entirely changing scene, Servants came and went, nd you
never seemed to be able to find them when you wanted them. We had in one room thousands
of dollars worth of clothes whigh we had hired from a theatre. The room had to be kept
locked, and I had the key, so I had to be on hand a good bit of the time to open it
whenever anyone wanted to get in, as everybody here seems to go on the supposition that
everything that can be stolen will be stolen. By dint of a tremendous eamount of

running around, and very little actual work, things did go oonsiderably better on Thurx-
day night, which was student night, with cheaper tickets, It was, in fact, almost a
dress rehearsal, In fact, thet night, because of the disastrous mess things had been
the night before, everybody pulled themselves to gether, and it went quite well. Un-
fortunately, on Friday people rather let themselves down; also the lights went out
about 6:30, just when people were coming and the actors were getting ready, and that
rather upset people, though they were fixed up in an hour, and we were only a half hour
late in beginmning. But that, combined with other things, put people off, and the

whole thing rather dragged, and was not at all good. I think perhaps things which
depend so much on the music end movement can be more easily bad than an ordinary play.
On Saturday it went very well, and was particularly good at the #inish., The dance
drama was about MuLan, the Chinese Joan of Arc, who went to the wars in place of her
old father, though she was not wuite the initiator of the struggle in the way Joan Was.
It really was very pretty - that is, what I saw of it, - as being Back Stage Chairman,

I felt that I had to remain behind the stage, and help keep people quiet, snd do other
odd jobs of that kind. I am not at all sure I was necessary, and I would like to

have seen it, But I had an uneasy feeling that if I wasn't there something which I
could have helped might have gone wrong. There was an awful plague of small children
who swarmed up the back stairs, and if you drove them off, were apt to make an ugly row,

I don't know that anything very exciting happened the next week., I had
several good Chinese meals, attended one committee meeting on the Educational and
Women's Work of the Chinese Industrial Cooperatives, of which Dze-djen is the Secretary.
I am there largely because of her., It was quite an interesting meeting, though we did
more general talkkng than deeiding, We also went to an official dinmer, given by the
Principal of the Military Academy here - General Chen. I didn't really want to go to
that, as I had already accepted an invitation to the Femns, and I was sure that I should
enjoy that more, But on New Year's Day smlxX an invitation to an official feast had
been sent to all the foreigners, and hardly anyone turned up, so that this time people
felt they had to be a little careful, though it wasn't the same people, Six invitations
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had been sent to Ginling, and, for various reasons, four couldn't go, so that Dr. Wu
felt that Ruth Chester and I ought to go. I had ® wmall off the Ferms, whioch I much
regretted, and went to this dinner, It was help in the Military Academy, in the
building where the Chiangs stay when theyare here, and was served in foreign style.
The food was not bad, as foreign food in Chengtu goes, but did not come up to their
Chinese food. They placed us very carefwlly, and were very polite and friendly.

There were a few speeches, but they were, fortunately, very brief, The man I sat next
to had been in Engladd for six months, and as he had gone to s tudy military matters,
he returned when war broke out. I don't think he ocen have known much English when he
went there, He spent the six months that he did have there, studying the language,
but he hadn't made very much headway, Aftér dinner we went up to the suite where Madame
Chiang stays, You should have seen the ladies goggling at the sight of the beautiful
tiled bathroom end enamel bath, I had forgotten that such things exizted. I do long
for a bath in which I can stretch and be covered, If the coal ration is such by the
time I get home to England, that i% is difficult to have much hot water, I shall save

up all mine and have a few decent baths, instead of a good many poor little meagre
ones, and wash the rest of the time in a basin, Exocuse these domestic details, respect-

able hot baths are the only things I really miss,

Over the week-end I ate a few more good meals. Notope person entertsins very
much, but there are enough people round the place so that if they only ask you onee
a year or less, it mounts up., I also did a little work on a book whioh is causing
some people to tear their hair just now, It is a book on Free China to be used as a
mission textbook in America next fall, I think, and it is being edited by Frank Price
(who undertook to do the work) and Dr, Wu (who mainly gave her name, and said she would
write one chapter.) Frank Price is i1l with paratyphoid, and other people hre having
to work quite hard to try and cut down the various articles, which are all too léng,
and pull it into shape generally. All I have done is to write a few of the biographi-
coal notices, and do the first cutting of one article that was almost twice as long
as the allotted length, but even that takes time,

On Sunday evening I had my Bible class to a closing meeting; we had some
light refreshments. And so the time passes,

Well, I want to get this posted tonight to catch the Thursday plane, so
I will stop. Much love to all.

Eva




News Letter From Eva Spiocer

Ginling College,
Chengtu
January 30, 1940

Since writing my last general letter, exams have come and gone, and vacation
has now begun, I have been spending eleven days in the house of one Miss Hutchinson,
a membeP of the Friends' Mission, who has been away from Chengtu to their meetings,
and very kindly offered to let me stay in her house while she was away, which was very
pleasant for a change. I took up residence on Friday, January 19th, and I returned @oday,
as she was expeoted home this aftermoon, but actually she didn't get here, She left
behind two of her servants, an amah and coolie; the dook was with her, But the ecoolie
did nobly, and can really cook very good Chinese food. I had my breakfast there, and
evening meal when I was in, and lunch at the Women's college. Dze-djen spent most
nights with me - there are two bedrooms - but some nights she remained in the city.

I did quite a bit of entertaining, though I couldn't have very many students in until
the end of the time, as exam time is not a wery good time for having studentz. I
thought it wos going to be quite a peaceful week, and at the beginning of the week I
didn't work terribly hard. It got very full up as it went on, and by the end, I was
panting - and only just got in my grades in time,

Sir Stafford Cripps came to Chengtu for two days} I met him at a tea given
in his honour by the Chinese Industrial Cooperatives, He was really being run by
them in Chengtu &nd the Lewis Smythes had him to dinner afterwards, and I met him
again there. He was very good about answering questions, - very interesting, but
intensely gloomy. After listening to him, I felt there was almost no hope for the
future of Great Britain, though I don't know that there was much hope for anybody, bit
more particularly for Great Britain. I always knew our position was pretty bad in
many ways, but he made it seem even a little worse. I woke up next morning feeling
exactly as I had done at the beginning of the war, but I am feeling more cheerful
again now, not for any particular readon, but just because I am not of the kind that
goes on feeling as depressed as all that, Perhaps in some ways it would be better
if I did; I might really worry aboutithings more, and do more, Worry isn't much use
of course.

At the end of the week we seemed to spend quite a lot of time saying
goodbye to four seniors who are graduating this term. On Thursday they gave a party
to a selected group of Faculty., On Saturday noon, xmt the rest of the class gave a
farewell party for the four who were leaving, and on Sunday the Faculty - again a
seleoted group - gave them a farewell party at noon., They had their Saturday party
in my house (the temporary one), and I was glad to have a place for them to come,

On Friday my class in religion and I attended a service at a Mohammedan
mosque, and afterwards had lunch at a Molpammedan restaurant, We arrived before the
service started, and talked for a bit with one of the masters of their school, He
told us that when the Turkish ambassador was in Chengtu just recently, the Moslems
had & big meeting for him, The Chinese are doing their best at the moment to get on
the right side of Chinese Mohammedans, as they want their support in the North West.,
They say there are about tenm mosques in the city, but I have only been in two.

On Saturday evening we had a college wedding, one of the younger Physical
Education staff got married - Lo Hwei-lin by name., I must own that I think the day
after exams have stopped is really rather soon for a wedding, and some of the faculty
had quite a lot to do for it, Personally, all I did was to attend the ceremony,
which was not as dignified as it might have been. She is a Christian, but he is not,
and I don't think most of his friends were, so they didn't know how one should behave,
Also I am afraid a good many of our students didn't either, It is very difficult to
get the atmosphere of quiet and reverence when many of those present practically never
go to Church, When everybody was expected to go to Chapel, they did learn certain
things that I am afraid all of them don't know,
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From Eve Spicer

On Friday evening Dr. Wu had a group of faculty in to a meal and talk with
Dr. Lobenstine, He used to be one of the secretaries of the National Christian
Couneil. H#é is now retired from Chinea, but is very active in work for China Colleges,
etc,, at home, He was inquiring into problems of cooperation, etec., (of which there
sre plenty), Ginling's plans for the future, etc. He . d been out to see Hwa Chung
at Hsi Chow, which is about two days from Kunming, Hwa Chung was the College we worked
with for one term at Wuchang. They moved first to EBweilin, but as that place wax
bombed pretty badly, they moved to this place, which I imagine is out of bombing
range all right, It sounded pleasant in spots, lovely scenery, quite safe, but the
living quarters are crowded, and it is very remo%e. Also, they had no doctor to begin
with, and there were some deaths., At any rate, they don't have any problems of co-
operation, He had been over the line from Kaifeng to Kunming just after they bombed
one bridge, and just before they bombed another big one., I am afraid the bombing of
that railway is going to make transport even more diffioult., However, the Chinese
struggle on, 8ir Stafford Cripps reported the Rangoon-Kumming road in good condition,
but, of course, it isn't a quick route, and the transport system is not in full work-

ing smm order yet,

Yesterday evening I went out to dinner with the Lewis Smythe's, It was a
party in honour of Lewis' birthday, although it actually wasn't until the 3lst, but
they celebrated it early. So you see one way and another, life has been quite full,

I have also got started on some work on my teeth, which I should have had done about
six months ago, as I broke off a bit of a tooth, It weems to take rather long to

get going here, because it is a Clinioc and Teaching school, not just an ordinary
dental practitioner. I went four times before they really started work; the first time
they gave me a look overy the second time the first man I had seen consulted with two
others as to what was best to be done., The third time I had an X-ray photo teken,

and the fourth time (which was not really necessary) I went to check up on the Xeray
photo., This morning they did quite a bit of drilling on the tooth, which they have
decided not to remove but to erown., I am hoping to get work on this tooth done this
week, and then on Saturday afternoon I am going out to a Student Conference which is
being held from February lst to 7Tth - five full days of conference, and a day each end
for going and coming. I wanted to get this tooth done with, and I also have some
students to start on their thesis, so I thought I had better not go out uhtil Saturday
afternoon, and then stay for the rest of the time,

I am always hopeful at the beginning of &he vacation that I shall get a lot
done, but I never do as much as I hope, Well, I think this is most of the news for
the moment, Oh, Perhaps I might mention that I have made tentative plans for my
return in the summer. I am planning at the moment to leave Hongkong on July 4th on
a Dutech boat, I think, S,S, Boissevain, which should arrive in Durban about August 8th.
I hope to have about three weeks with my sister, Ursula, in Johammesberg, and then
come back to England in September, but of course these days all plans are very
tentative,

Love to all,

Eva




News Letter from Eva Spicer

Ginling College,
Chengtu
February 7, 1540

I think it is actually only a week since I wrote the last general letter,
but since then I have been away from Chengtu for four days, so it seems much longer.
After a rather hectic time trying to finish up certain things, getting my two seniors
started on writihg their thesis, and also rather inadequately preparing for a speech
for the Conference, I left for the Conference onSaturdey after lunch, The thing that
took the most finishing up was my tooth, but spending most of Tuesday and Wednesday
morning, and going both Thursday morning and afternoon, and Friday morning, I have
got the one tooth that was most damaged (about half of it had ocome off) nicely made
2p with gold, and I em not going again till next Tuesday, which gives me a little breath-
ng space,

The Conference was a Winter Conference for Christimm Students (and others,
of course, but under the auspices of the Christian Students) to take the place of one
that is generally held in the summer, but which was not held last summer, and will
probably not be held next summer, owing &6 the various Service Projects that are taking
up the interested students' time then., It was held at a fairly large Chinese o0ld=-
style farm house, which is being used at the moment by the Methodist Girls' Middle
School, since they had to evacuate Chengtu. It is about eight miles from Chengtu,
near a good-sized village called Tsung I Chiao. It is pretty country, in a pleasant
rural way, and the ricksha ride out was quite pleasant, The Conference had really
started on Thursday evening, but I had not been able to go out at the beginning because
of finishing up my teeth, There were about 110 students out there from both middle
schools and colleges. Ginling had nine delegates there: one Junior, one Sophomore and
the rest were Freshmen, The Seniorw are, most of them, busy workimg on their theses,
and a good many of the more active Juniors and Sophomores have gone off tb Jenshow
to help with some work there during this vacation., This was the reason why our dele-
gation was largely composed of Freshmen. The Junior, Chen Yueh-tsing by name, was
the leader of one of the discussion groups, snd also was responsible for the plamning
of the Worship services, We supplied the organist for the Conference, so we did our

share,

The bulldings were really very good for the Conference, and everything ran
pleasantly and smoothly., The only drawback to complete comfort was t haty you were
busy trying not to be cold the whole time, All the meetings were either out of doers,
or in rooms, many of which had been put up by the shhool to act as classrooms and
which might just as well have been out of doors, All of them had dirt floors, which
seemed to send out damp cold, It was one's feet which seemed particularly susceptible;
it was easy to keep all the rest warm, As to the room in which I slept, I was lucky
as they put the group of about ten women faculty and advisers into the only two rooms
with weod floors., Even then it seemed pretty cold in the early morning and evening,
but it was much warmer than the rooms where the girls slept. There were a few open
charcoal stoves round the place, but, except when you were right on top of them, they
could not meke much impression on the room as a whole,

The program was the same most mornings and e venings, but varied in the
afternoons, After flag raising and morning exercises from 7-7:15, there were morning
prayers from 7:15 - 7:45, and then breakfast, At 8:30 to 9 or after, there was the
morning lecture. The first day the topic was "God and Man"; the second, "Personal
Relations"; the third, "Christians and the Soeial Order"f{which was the one I rather
inadequately spoke on); the fourth,"Christians and the Internmational Order"; and
the fifth, "Christians and the Church", After the speech they divided into groups for
discussion on the lecture topic. There were quite carefully prepaged questions, and
the time, which was two hours with a short xbreak, was long enough to make them
really begin to think and talk. Each group had a student leader and one or two advisors.

778
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Besides the gquestions which they discussed in the group, there were survey questions
on the topic for the next day which each student had to mark with a double plus,

single plus, ?, minus, or double minus the night before, and which was supposed to
start them thinking on the topic for the next day. On the whole our discussions were
not bad, though once or twiee they got rather stuck on & minor point, and on some of
the questions, their knowledge was not enmough to enable them to discuss at all intelli-
gently. That waw particulary true of the Middle School students, I Don't really
think the subjects were very suitable for them, After the discussion was over, there
was a brief period of song, then lunch, and an hour's rest.

The afternoons were rather differmmt, The afternoon I arrived,tthere, they
had all been out in groups doing propaganda work among the farmers near by. On Sunday
afternoon, a group of students and advisers met tbgether and continued the morning's
didcussion for another two hours. On Monday, they had a big mass meeting in the
neighboring village. I went down to part of that, and found it decidedly interesting.
The hall was quite full of the villagers, mostly men, though there were a few women,
They listened quite calmly and fairly silently, but without much enthusiasm, One boy
gave a speech on the necessity of spending strength and saving money if the Japanese
were to be defeated., His speech called in places for responses from the audience,
but when he asked for answere or cheers, he only got them from the studentz scattered
around the audience, not from the country people who seemed pretty indifferent. They
showed rather more interest when the play started, (there were dramatic items, songs
as well as speeches.) But, undoubtedly, the most popular item whs when candy was
distributed. Japan seems somewhat far away and rather unreal to many of these people,
and the students seem almost like people from another country. On Tuesday afternoon,
there was nothing special planned, but there were a good many meetihgs of one sort and
another to finish up business, and discuss various questions,

In the evening, after marking the papers for the next day, and having an
early supper, there were informal discussions in the groups that had eaten together
at lunch and supper. (We drew at breakfast and lunch.) On Monday evening, the group
I was in had quite an interesting discussion on whether or not Christians ought to join
political parties., It really is quite a question when the only two parties open
at the moment are either the Kuomingtang or the Commumist part, both of which have
certain drawbecks, as well as being very authoritarian., Of course, there are a good
many Christimns in the Kuomingtang, and even a few, I believe, in the Communist Party.
After that, there was some kind of evening program, sometimes just joint singing. On
Sunday, various groups gave stunts, and on Tuesday, there was a program round a camp
fire., After that, there was generally e biography of some famous person, and then
evening prayers. On the last day, there was a very effective Candle Lighting Service.

I walked back this morning, as did most of the conference. At least I walked
as far as where the city begins, which is I suppose . . . .

(The remainder of this letter is missing.)




News Letter from Eva Spicer

Ginling College
Chengtu, Szechuan
February 25, 1940

I think I wrote my last general letter just after I had returned from
four days at the Winter Conference. I got back just on New Year's Eve, (the Chinese
New Year). I went to supper that night with Dze-djen and her family. We went on the
streets for a bit afterwards, and though there was a general feeling of festivity in
the air, there was not really very much to see. In one street there was what they
call the Night Market, but the thimgs didn't look very intriguing. I spent the night
in Dze-djen's home, and the next day we were thoroughly lazy. I was rather out of
practice, and the walk on Wednesday, which we had done fairly quickly, though it was
not very long, had made me stiff in the thighs., On Friday I started work, and that
day I did get a certain number of odd jobs done., But on Saturday I went out to
breakfast and supper, and the time in between seemed to go without much being done.
All the next week I tried to work, but there were a variety of mild social events.
RBsther Tappert came up on visit from Chunking, and we had a party for her. Then one
of the Women's College people, Ovidia Hansing by name, was leaving, and there were
farewell parties for her, There were also a few odd committees, and so on. I can't
say I got much work done, although heaven knows I needed to , as I am teaching four
courses this term, For two of them, I have not got any notes, and one of them I have
not taught in just the way I have to do it this term. However, although I did not
get done at all what I had planned, I did get my mind working just a little before
the term started. We registered a week ago last Satugday, and classes started last
Monday, so we have already had a full week's worke.

The excitement of this week has been rather a tragic one, On Sunday night,
and early Monday morning the Dentel Building caught fire, snd part of it was burnt,
including the supplies for the year, and a great deel of research material that some
of the men have been collecting for ten years and more, It is really rather a tragedy.
Supplies are so difficult to get in now, not to mention the cost and the loss of things
which can never be replaced. And this is the only Dental School in this part of China.
The fire started in the annex of the building, which belongs to the Central University
Dental School, but they have been able to find no evidence of what started it. We are
right on the other side of the campus from ¥hat building, end we didn't hear anything
about it until next morning. But people on the other side were mostly awskened by the
commotion after it had been discovered, and many of them spent the night in fighting
the fire, trying to save the things in the rest of the building. They did succeed in
stopping the fire, but since they were not certain whether they would be able to or
not, they emptied the rest of the building. I am afraid that wasn't too good for the
instruments and other things. But, of course, it was the only thing to do., It wasn't
a very good beginning for the term, especially for West China, but it really was lucky
it wasn't the next night, as there was a very high wind then, and it might have been
impossible to prevent the fire from spreading.

Yesterday evening I went to a reading of a play called Herbert's Wife, by
St, John Ervine., For a reading it was quite well done, though it dragged just a little
in parts, Still I enjoyed even that much of an approach to the theatre, The Choir
from the Five Universities went to Chmngking to sing, eand apparently did quite well,
At any rate, they filled a large theatre quite full three nights running,

Well, I don't thing I have enough to start a new page, so goodbye.




News Letter from Eve Spicer

Ginling College
Chengtu
March 10, 1940

It is just two weeks since I last wrote a gensral letter, I think, Four
days of the first of that week were teken up with a visit from Mr. Baxter, the secretary
of the L.M.S, in China, and Mr, Short, an L. M. S, missionary from Hongkong, who was
traveling in connection with an investigation for the British Relief fmnd. They had
had quite en arduous journey, as they had been over the Frehen railways to Kunming after
its first bombing, but before it had its second one. They had gone out by bus to Hsichow,
where Hwa Chung College from Wuchang has moved to, and finally by charcoal bus from
Kunming to Chungking via Kweiyang., In Chungking we have two schools, which removed from
Hankow, and Mr, Baxter wes seeing to business about that. In Chengtu his main concern
was with various projects connected with the Chmrch of Christ in China. He wgs also
interested, from a friendlly point of view, in me and Margaret Turner, who is/secretary
in the University of Nanking, and who has an affiliation of sorts with the L.M,S.

It was very pleasant seeing them, and having news of friends in Shenghai and
Hongkong. They were quite busy with meetings, etc., but having them here seemed to
£i1ll in a lot of odd times, I went out with them at times, Margaret had a very nice
party for them on Thmrsday evening at her house (she lives with Elsie Priest) and we
played bridge afterwards - two tables, one serious and one silly. Onmn Friday, Dr. Wu
had them to a Chinese meel, which I had to leave early, as I had another meeting that
eveming, On Saturday, I went out ot lunch with them as the guests of Bill Djang, and
Dr, Tsui, who are both Executive officers of the Church of Christ in China, and who
are interested in this project for work among the tribes people near the border in
Szechuan. So the time went by,

They left on Sunday morning. I went with them to the office, from which
the bus for the eirfidld leaves, but as I had to come back to the campus by 10:30 a.m.
for a Faculty retreat, I didn't actually see them off, I think they quite enjoyed
their visit, though it was very cold and wet all the time they were here., The cold

was upsetting, but the wet was very welcome, as thepe had been no rain for a long

time. The days previously had been so springlike, that I had got out one or two dresees
to have them altered, but when I went to have them tried on on Satugday, I found it
very chilly indeed.

The faculty retreat on Sunday went off quite well. I was responsible for
leading one of the groups in the afternoon, and for taking the closing devotional.
But as I had not been on the committee for planning it, I did not feel the usual
anxiety that I feel about all the small details, so it was much more restful for me
than the average retreat is.

One feels that a week whioh starts off with a retreat should be a good one,
but I must admit that these days, I find it quite hard to concentrate, with the result
that I did not begin to get done last week all the things I should. Ther®& was not
very much in the way of extra events, and I really should have got through a certain
number of odd jobs, as well as some ordinary work, but I didn't seem very successful
in that, After something of a pause, mainly due to Rrank Price's illness, we have
resumed the meetings of the group on Wednesday which is supposed to help in publieity
work. This last week Bill Fenn brought along a Chinese artist, who has been paihting
a series of pictures of the effect on civilians of the war in China, as well as some
war pictures. They are really extraordinaryly effective, Most of them are done in
Chinese style though with some adaptations from Western art, in whioch he is quite
well-trained and effective, In fact, he has a series of air photures in oils., He
is plannihg to have exhibitions in Hongkong, the Straits Settlements, etc., and also
in the U.S.,A. I should think he would do well, as the pictures are very suggestige,
and they have a flavour all their own, You would never dream that you were looking

at pictures of the war in Spein or Europe.
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Sunday, March 17th,

I am afraid I have been a long time in finishing this letter., The main
events of this week have been the rice riots. Rice has been going up and up in price,
meinly due to the profiteering of a group of military men, who have Sgechuan rather
in their control. The Central Government would be glad to do something about it, if
they could, but i% is difficult for them to cope with these Provincial Military men,
on whom they depend, to some extent, for their armies. It certainly is difficult
waging war in the modern world, when one of your feet is still in the Feudal Age., I
wonder if any man in the world today faces quite such a hard task as does Chiang Kai-
shek, He is having to deal with at least three different mentalities and groups at
the same time, not to mention the lag in all Chinese affairs due to the essentially
different tempo of the whole of Chinese life, which is just not readyto be geared into

the time of a modern war,

In the riots around the rice storehouse near here (other people heard the
sounds, p I can't say I did), there were a few people shot. The most persistent re-
port is 3 killed, and something like 20 wounded. The people got away with quite a
lot of the rice, snd the prkce did begin to go down the next day., It is reported that
when the people who own these rice banks, through which the profiteering is done, asked
the Mayor what he was going to do about it, there were riots outside most of the gates
where the rice is stored. The Mayor said he would do nothing, it was their fault, and
he was not going to take action, except, of course, such action as he had already taken.,
I don't know whether that is true or not, but certeinly all the generel sympathy is on
the side of the people. However, that doesn't make any difference to this group of
militarist profiteers., They haven't any facé left to lose, and their skins seem to be

made of bullet-proof armour,

I have had a cold hanging around me for a long time, I think this very
changeable weather - cold and warm - is not good for throwing off things. My cold was
neyer very bad, but I seem to have been blowing my nose and coughing for a long time
now, Intermittently I gargle, etc.,, and then it gets better, and then I stop, and

then it comes on again, However, I do really think it is on the wane at last,

There was a holiday onTuesday. We have a holiday every year on March 12th
to commenorate the degth of Dr, Sun Yat sen. It was a lovely day, but it wasn't guch
use to me, as I had to spend most of the time correcting papers,

Well, this doesn't seem very much news, but life is mainly running in the
normal grooves,

Much love to all,

Eva




News Letter from Eva Spicer

Ginling College
Chengtu
Sunday, March 31, 1940

I am afraid it is three weeks since I last wrote a general letter, Time
seems to have passed quickly since then, but not, as far as I remember, with any very
outstanding events, though, of course, Faster is always something of an event,

We had the Chapel Services in the morning as we often do, following the
days of the week in Jesus last week, We had some special speekers in from outside =
at times, On the whole, the services were fairly well attendede On Thursday ewvening
we had the Communion Service which we have every year on that evening. This time
Frenk Price took it, and took it very well, On Sundeay, we had the Easter morning serv-
ice out of doors. It was a lovely morning. The Weather had been so uncertain during
the week, raining most of the time, that we thought we should have to have it indoors.
However, Saturday was fine, so we decided we would risk it. It really was a lovely
morning, and the service was well attendeds The Glee Club sang at that service, and
I gave a short talk, But just being out of doors on a beautiful morming like that
does really more than anything else.

The Five Universities had a joint progrem of Music and Drama on Friday,
Saturday, and Sunday evening, - the same program each time, but, of course, everybody
went only once. Dze-djen and I went on Saturday evening, but did not stay to the
drama, as we had seen that the previous Sundgy in Shen Si Giai.

April 1, 1940

The play was a trenslation into Chinese of the Terrible Meek, and they had
put it into rather collequial Chinese, which made some of the students, especially
the down-river students, laugh., Also on Friday, a dog belonging to some of our
Faculty got in - she is a most ubiquitous iittle dog - and made people laugh, and
that didn't help matters any, Sothe first night the atmosphere was far from what it
should have been, which was a pity, because, seen under suitable circumstances, as
we had seen it the previous Sunday in the lethodist Church, it was really quite
effective, though it is a play without much action, only talking.

On Thursday I went to the Educational Committee meeting of the Chinese Indus-
trial Cooperatives. It is always quite en interesting meeting, as there are quite a
good many principles and methods to discuss. One feels the movement is worth while,
although they certainly face a good many problems. Last Sunday Dze-djen invited
Je B, Taylor and Mr. Lapwood to lunch, and had a good chat on the C.I.C. They were
both former members of the L.M.S., and both former members of the Faculty of Yenchihg.
Actually Mr. Lapwood still is a member and has been lent for a year or two to the
Cel.Ce Mr. Taylor is also working for them.

Leighton Stuart, principal of Yenching, was here for a brief visit last week=-
end, He was very interesting on a variety of subjects; on the whole, more hopeful
than might be expected.

There is a good deal of discussion these days as to the relationships be=-

tween the Commiunists and the Kuomingtang. I think there is undoubtedly quite a lot
of frietion in the lower ranks, but everybody seems to be agreed that the men at the
top on both sides are in earnest about the cooperation, as leasg for the duration of

the war, and will prevent there being an open split.

There has been a good deal of sickness around the place. Dr. Wu has been
111 this week - though in her case, not any of the more common types of bllness, but

one all her own - inflammation of the bldadder. She was due to go to Chungking this
week for the People's Political Council, but I don't know whether she will be able

to go or not,




News Letter from Eva Spicer

Ginling College
Chengtu
April 24, 1940

I am afraid it is a very long time since I last wrote a general letter,
almost four weeks, I find it hard to say why I have been such a bad correspondent
lately., I think there is a variety of reasons, One, I think, though this may only
be an excuse, is the general state of unsettledness of the world. I know the week
that news came through about the invasion of Demmark and Norway, I couldn't settle to
anything, and wandered about, when I wasn't actually working, trying to get more in-
formation ebout what was happening. Of course, I realize that is very unreasonable,
and in times like these, one ought &b do more, not less, to strengthen personal ties
of all kinds, But there it is, - it is unsettling., Also the feeling that I have
that I am going home soon, perhaps makes letters seem a little less important., But
that again is not logieal, for many of the people to whoh these letters ultimately go,
are not in England at all, Another reason is that often on Sundays these days I seem
to be doing things outside, and do not spend much time writing letters, and so I don't
get started well, If I don'k get letters written on Sunday, I don't often get caught
up during the rest of the week. Last Sunday morning, for instance, I went with Dze-
djen to a Machine Cooperative out in the country. There is a man there at the moment
who is meking sound records oonnected with various enterprises. He was meking a record
out at this machine cooperative, with all the sounds of blasting, hammering, etc., in
the background, and with conversations with people about the coeps in the foreground.
Both the process of setting up the program, and the co-@p were quite interesting, though
I always feel a complete ignoramus when it comes to anything to do with machinery.,
After we got back, I had a luncheon party for Dze-djen's birthday, Then we went to
Church, and we did a little shopping. I am afraid I rather often break the Sebbath
Day that way at the moment, It is too often the only day one is oh the street. Then,
after correcting her speech, or rather conversation for one of these sound programs,

I came back here, and found an invitation to dinner to meet T, C. Chao, who is visit-
ing heres I wanted to see him, so I went, coming back for the last part of our Sunday
evening discussion group., That lasted till almost ten, so the day was filled.s And

so it goés.

There have been quite a number of visitors in Chengtu lately. Onm Saturday
afternoon, they had the dedication of a new Student Centre that has been buil€. There
were two viwitors from outside to help with that - Kiang Wen-han of the Student Division
of the Y.M., and Mr. Paul Moritz, an American student, who has been spending the year
in China in connection with the Far Eastern Students' Serwice Union. He went to Amsjer-
dam on his way here, so he represented the Americen Students. In connection with this
service, the radio and film man had two programs which were recorded. One was speeches
by the Presidents of the Five Universities or their representatives, and by five
students from the Five different Universities, Dr., Wu was still away at Chungking, so
Djang Siamo-sung represented Ginling, It is quite amusing to see people talk to a rigid
time, and know that they won't go on for very long, The whole program, in each case,
was about 13 minutes,

I seem to have attended several meetings lately, as always. One quite in-
teresting one last week was a discussion on the new Draft Constitution which was
brought before the recent People's Political Council in Chungking, It seemed to me
rather heavily weighted on the side of the administration, as over against the people.
But I don't really know enough to pass judgment fairly on it., Dr. Wu reported that
there were quite heated debates on it in the People's Politidcal Council, which she has
been attending in Chungking, and I gather some of the crities there felt that it
hardly guaranteed the rights of the people sufficiently, being more concerned (perhaps
rightly, I don't know) with the necessity of a strong government.

Another meeting was on of the F,0.R., at which we wete discussing Streit's
book "Union Now", Another visitor to the ghmpus is Dr, Te C. Chao, who is head of

the School of Religion at Yenchin and is on & year's leave of absence from Yenching
: v in Kunming. He is here for a month to give

talks, etc., to the student body here.,

which he is spending doing student work

lectures of various kinds,




News Letter from Eve Spicer

Ginling College
Chengtu
May 4, 1540
Continued from April 24, 1940

The air raid season seems to have begun in Szechuan, and at the beginning
of last week we had two warnings, one in the early part of the evening and one about
12:30 at night. They were not so good, however., On néither ocession did the urgent
warning go. The Generalissimo was here at the beginning of lest week, and also the
three Sung sisters - Madame Kung, Mademe Sun Yat sen, And lMademe Chiang.

They came to the campus, I was invited to a reception at the Chinese Indus-
trial Cooperatives for the three sisters, but I didn't go, as I spent the Spring Vace-
tion - we had three deys® holiday from April 25th - 27th, - going to Kuanhsien, and
up into the hills from there. It was quite a pleasant expeditiom, though I was very
disappointed Dze-djen couldn't come, She had to stay for the reception at the C.I.C..
I went in a little group of 64, which later joined another group and became over 100,
really rather too big a group for convenience. Still, on the whole, things went
quite smoothly. We started by bus on Thursday morning, and got there about 12, It
took 4 hours to do 40 miles, but there were several long waits., We had lunch when
we got there, and were then rather slow in sterting under way. We got to a school at
the foot of the hill, so spent the night there., On our way, while we were drinking
tea (it was hot and we were very thirsty), a number of cars passed us, In the first
one was the Generalissimo. He had been up for a conference at the temple, which was
our ultimate destination., All we got to sleep on at the school was the floor, but
it was wooden, We had beddinp with us, so it was all right, Actually I found the
floor softer, and with more give in it, than the hed I had the next night., We got
up early next morning, and went up the hill,arriving at the Temple in time for bpeak-
fest, It is very pretty scenery, and the temple is a lovely one, - Taoist not Buddhist,
es most of these temples are. After wandering ebout there most of the morning, we
went on up to the temple at the top of that particular hill, There are hills all
around, and this particular hill is not at all the highest but it is very pleasant
scenery, really prettier, I think, than Mt., Omei. After lunch, which we had later

than the others, as we were a little late in arriving, we had a meeting of the whole
group. The party had been orgenized by the Five Universities' Chriatian Association,
so Paul Moritz, the Americrn student, Djang Wen-han, the Y.Mg student secretary, and
Ts Co Chao, who was also along on this expedition, spoke to us, and then we had games.
It was quite a pleasant meeting, out under the trees in front of the temple, but I
didn't feel that I had come out on a spping vacation to the mountains to attend meet-

ings, However, it was the only one we had,

I hed walked all the way so fear, and though it was not really very long, I
was badly out of practice, and had rubbed a blister on my footes So the next day, when
we were returning, I ordered a chair so that I could ride if I liked. Most people
came back by the same route as they had come up, but Bertha Hensmen and I went down b
the other way. It seemed much more remote and secluded than the other path, perhaps
because we were not with the others, but I think, in any case, it has more that sense
of remoteness from the worlds It had rained hard all Friday night. It was still rain-
ing when we got up on Saturday morning, but it stopped before we had to start. W8
arrived in Kuanhsien about 3 p.m., and deposited our luggage at the place where we
were going to sleep - an empty house, which had some beds, and an outside lavatory and
e dug-out, but there were none of the minor conveniences of life, such as the hot water,
which you cen always get at a temple, Then we went out to see the sights of Kuanhsien,
Kuenhsien is the control station of a really marvelous system of irrigation which has
been in pperation for hundreds of years, and which makes the Chengtu plain practically
famine-proof. I don't think there is any record of femine on the Chengtu plain that
men know of, Kuanhsien is at the foot of the hills, and they devised a system of dam-
ming up the water during the winter, and building channels and canals for it to spread
out through the plain., They open it in the Spring and thereis a religious ceremony.

It is a great occasion and meny people come from all around to see the opening of the

waters. They remove part of the dam that they have builét up, and then the weater
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flows through. The sights of Kuanhsien are (1) the big temple just above the dam

in the river, where the religious ceremony takes place at the opening of the waters,
_(2) what is left of the dam itself, which is made of stones bound together with

baskets of bamboo, and (3) the bamboo bridge which stretches right across the river,

It really is an amazing structikre. There are wooden stpperts, but the rest of the
bridge is entirely made of thick ropes of bamboo slung across, both at the side and
underneath, There are wooden planks for you to walk on., The bridge swings as you walk,
but it seems able to carry very heavy weights, Of course, bamboo is very strong, and

the ropes are of mamy thicknesses, The Communists burnt down that bridge when they

were in Kuenhsien four or five years ago. It is one of the puzzles of history to
reconcile the very well-authenticated stories of Communists' atrocities in this section
of Szechuan, where the people really did suffer terribly, with the courageous and
reasonable behavious of the Communists up around Yennan in Shensi today. They seem

to be two different groups of people altogether. Of course, there are many different
people in the group now, but still there is a nucleus that is the samé. I suppose there
was some method behind their killings, but even so, it seems to have been pretty bad,
and that is an aspect of the Communist march of which Edgar Snow has nothing to say

in his "Red Star over Chima."

There seemed a slight uncertainty about the buses. None had arrived the day
that half of the party was supposed to leave, but four were supposed to be caming the
next day to take the whole party home, There were really five busloads of people,
however, Some people Who had engagements on Sunday, had to go back by rickshaw
through the night, arriving in Chengtu at 5 a.me¢ I decided that I would teke a rickshaw
early next morning. The blistdr on the heel by this time rendered all walking very
uncomfortable, and I thought they would be glad of my space in the bus, It was a
lovely day, and I enjoyed the ride, but I would have enjoyed it more if I had not struck
one of the slowest of rickshaw men, The return to Chengtu from Kuanhsien is down hill,
and people have done the trip in & rickshaw in five hours, though six of seven is
more usual. I took nine hours, which was on the long side. However, It was very
peaceful, and I did get here just ebout 30 minutes before the buses arrived.

Going awey like that, I left all news behind me, but I must own the return
is not very cheering, I don't know enough about the military situation to know how
impossible it was to firive the Germans out once they had got a foothold in Norway, and
the control of the main airfields. I must own what has happened has filled me with
gloome The activity in the liediterranean doesn't look good either. However, one just
has to set one's teeth and bear it I suppose, and I can't help feeling that we have been
so callous and selfish in our foreign policy that we do regqlly deserve what is coming to

Nothing very much has happened since I got back. The Fnglish Club gave a pro-
gram on Thursday - 2 plays and 5 recitations by the Poetry Chorus, - on the whole, a
very pleasant progrem., On Mondey, Dze-djen left for a trip to the North West. There
was a chence for her to go on a cooperative truck, and an Americen women was going up to
visit the Co-op and returning quite shortly, so it seemed like a good opportunity. Ehe
Co-ops up there are supposed to be the best orgenized and the most flourishing in China,

We have had rather funny weather., The middle of last week the weather was
very hot, almost as hot as itsr gets in the middle of the summer., Then it rained and got
almost cold again, Now it is quite cool, but nothing exgreme. No moon and no generalissimo
go we haven't had air-raid warnings for the last two weeks,

Well, I suppose there is more news if I could think more. Oh yes, some of you
will be interested to hear - I think it is public - that Tsui Ya-lan is going to marry
De Y. Lin, and Djang Siao-sung is engaged to a Dr. Chao (not of Yenching% - I am not sure
if that is how it is romanized, He was formerly married to a sister of Lu Shu-yin'skg
but she died last year. So Ginling is quite matrimonially inclined, especially as two
of the younger faculty were already expecting to get married this summer, so possibly
there will be four members of the faculty getting married. Who says we breed old maids?

Love to all, Eva

[[JHH
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14 Dawson Place,
Londone. W.2.
Sept. 13, 1940.

Well, I seem to have arrived at quite the most exciting time, so far et
least as air raids are concerneds I think I wrote my last general letter dur-
ing the trip across the Atlantic, which finished ,without mishepe So far as I
was concerned the whole trip was quite peaceful, but I believe there were de-
cided moments of apprehension. We got into Liverpool, outside the bar on Thurs-
day evening (Septe. 5th), but owing to the tide we had to wait until next day to
go in. During the evening there was, I believe, an air reid over the main land,
but I can't say I saw much, but some people said that most happened after I had
gone below deck.

During the next day we had at least two air rq4id warnings while we were
still on board, and another after we had landed and were doing customs. I
can't say what I saw of the docks looked as though they had suffered any dsmage
at all, and all the damage I actually saw in Liverpool was the roof of one
large building in a residential suburb that we passed on our way into the docke.
I understand that most of the damemge done“in Liverpool was, as it seems so
often to be the case, among the poorer residemtial districtse We retired to
an eir reid shelter for a short time during the customs inspection, but loading
and embarking seemed to go on much as usual, at any rate some passengers for
West Africa, who were in the same air raid shelter, were told to come out as
their tender was ready, and they lefte. It took some time to get away from the
docks as taxis seemed rather scarce, I don't know whether that is always the
case in Liverpool just now, or whether it was just the combination of several
boats arriging on that same day, plus the air raids, however we got away even=-
tually and put our luggage in the closkroom at Lime Street. We intended to go
by the midnight- train to Londom, so after having tried to telephone to London
and send a telegram, both unsuccessfully, as during air raids the lines get
tather blocked, we had dinner. During dinner aenother air raid warning went,
and as they said a bomb had dropped near us, (I did hear a small explosion, but
if it was near it must have been a very small bomb) we moved down to the Grill
Room which was in the basement. When we had finished dinner we emerged into
the black out, whith was 'really the only time so far I have been out in the
black out, as in London these days one just doesn't seem to go out after dark.
It was rather eerie, as it certainly was dark, and there was no moon. But
there seemed plemty of people taking an evening stroll, even though there was
an air raid warning on, and some had gathered on some steps and were singing,
except for that one bomb it was quite the quietest air raid I have ever heard,
as I was not sware of hearing guns, planes or bombs, but I suppose they have to
sound the alarm when the planes are in the district, and they may not be over
head at all, and of course later I was beneath the ground, where one does hear
much less. We returned to the station, as we had decided to wait there in
case the train departedes The front entrance of the station was lacked, but we
found a back entrance, and got in all right, and went down to the railway
shelter, which was full though not in any way packed, as it was a large basement
which must have been used before the war for storing things, it was a regular
rabbit warren of a place, and you could do quite a lot of walking about. We
found two not very comfortable seats, but after we had waited for a bit we got
tired, end emerged into the station upstairs, made enquiries about the train,
which they seemed to think would not go until after the all clsar. We sat down
for a bit on & porter's barrel, and while wewre sitting there an air raid
warden ceme along and said to me "I suppose you realize, madam, that you are
sitting in the most dangerous spot in Liverpool with all that glass above you, "
it did seem rather foolish, so we moved away. The man I had been having dinner
with decided that he didn't want to wait all night in the Liverpool station on
the chanoe thet the train would go, but I did want to get %o London as soon &8
possible, so he went to a hotel, and I returned to the air raid shelter, found
a step on which I could sit near a light by which I could read, and proceeded
to read until the all clear went about 2 pe.m. The people in part of the shelter
had & concert while they were waiting, it didn't sound very good, so I remained




where I was reading. Everybody seemed to be quite calm and philosophical about
the long wait, I suppose they are getting used to it, as there certainly is a
good bit of waiting about to be done these days. The telephone man who tried
to get through to Lomdon for me remarked "It domn't do no good, do it? It omly
makes people more bitter." The people I chatted with in the north seemed to be
of the opiniom(and it is only opinion I realize) that the damege done in those
areas by the raids was mainly in residential sections, and not much of indus-
trial or military importance.

About two o'clock the all clear went, and we all lept to our feet, and
made for the various trains. Our waiting was not quite over, as we waited in
a queue sometime after the all clear had gons, but I think the train did finaelly
leave about 3 peme Curiously cnough there were in my compartment (I had booked
a third class sleeper) a Ce.l.Ms missionary from Szechuan who expects to return
within a fortnight, and another who had just come back from escorting children
to Canada, who said when she heard us talking about China "Do you know Jessie
Parfit®™? She had been in her year at the Royal Medical Free Hospital, I think.
Her name was Joan Franklym-Evans (at least I think so, it might have been Adams
not Evans). Who says the world isn't a small place? She semt her love to
Jessie Parflit, so you might hand the message one

The train proceeded smoothly, but not very quickly. I believe when there
is a warning on the trains go about 15 miles an hour, but I don't really know
what that train did, as I slept till after 9 a.mes We got to London about 12
noone My family had been bombarding the Cunard with requests for informatiom,
but they admit absolutely nothing, not even when the ship is in. So as I had
not been able to let them know the night before, naturally nobody was there to
meet me. 1 telephoned up Marion, and told her I was at Euston, and would come
straight round, which I dide I had left my luggage behdnd at Liverpool, as I
had put it in the cloaskroom on the seme ticket as Mr. Lawrence's with whom I
haed been dining, so I had nothing, and could teke the undergroumd. It gave me
a certain pleasure to take the underground at the end of the long journey which
I seemed to have been taking for so long, and it is almost as quick, beside
saving petrol. In London though there seems no shortage of taxis.

It really was rather thrilling arriving home after this long time,
Marion was out in the road waiting for me, but I had missed Bertha who had gome
to the underground station. Howevsr, we went and collected her. They had ar-
ranged to go down that afternoon to Brill, where Olga was for the week-end, and
we went after tea. Marion had hired a car to take us, you apparently can still
hire cars all right. It is petrol for private cars that is so very heavily
rationed. Brill is a most picturesque village in Buckinghamshire, and our cot-
tage is really very pleasant, and now that it has water laid on, and basins in
each room it is quite convenient. We had a very peaceful night there though we
heard planes overhead, and saw search lights in the direction of an =====- -——
not far away, but it is not close enough to worry much, and Brill does not for
the most part bother you with warnings, so you just sleep. Next morning we
lesrnt that London had had its worst air raid up to date, so Marion felt she
ought to go up to look after the occupants of her house, she had quite a motley
throug with her, but the rest of us stayed for one more peaceful night. The
country is looking a little brown because there has been rather a shortage of
rain in the south of England, but otherwise it was looking lovely and oh so
peaceful. We spent the day going to Church, both morning and evening, doing a
bit of work in the garden, and talking and being lazy, also of course listening
to the wirclesse I must own the others did more tham I did, but I did pick a
few damsons (it has been a wonderful fruit year in England, but there has not
been quite enough sugar for to do all the necessary bottling etc., though people
have been able to get extra sugar for that purpose, and the women's institutes
have organised it quite well and take out a few weeds.

That evening at Brill was quieter tham ever, but I understand London was
noisier than ever. Olga went off to Swindom the next morming, and Bertha and
I returned to London. The trains were a little late, mot miche
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Gwen came up from the country to see me on Monday, and Janet also came
round that evening, so they were both there for the rather lively night that
ensued, It wasn't so far as London was concerned any worse than the previous
nights, but it came much nesrer us. The warning went at what seems to be for
the moment its more or less usual time, about 8:30 pems, and for the time
nothing much happemed. Some people went down to Mariom's very safe shelter, but
we stopped upstairs chatting, whem things got a little noisier I think we did
go down (we refers roughly to my sisters and myself), but it seemed quiet again,
so Gwen and I came upstairs and went to beds We hadn't been there very long
when there were a series of fairly loud explosions, and finally the most awful
swishing noise, the breaking of much glass, and an explosion just outside our
window, at least it seemed so to us, actually it was twenty or thirty yards
down the road. I don't think it can have been & very big omne, as none of the
houses in the vicinity sustained any really serious damage, though there was
masses of broken glass, and a few of the more fragile structwes such as the
porch which covered Mariom's steps were wrenched out of pésition. It struck
the road, not a house, and the houses in this neighborhood, including this one,
are pretty well built., I am afreid the dormitory at Chengtu, or the small
houses in the East end would have entirely collapsede After that we all went
and sat in the shelter for a bit, but it again got quieter, so Bertha, Janet,
Gwen snd I collected blankets etcs and lay down on the floor of a room on the
ground floor which has three inside walls, and the window has a wooden shutter.
I think some people stayed in the shelter all night. I dom't think we slept
very much, it would get quiet, them you heard the planes again, and guns and
bombs, snd so on all through the night. The all clear went about 5 a.m. We
went up to bed again, and after we had been there only a few minutes there was
a violent explosion, and the house shook considerably more than it had done on
the previous explosion, it was one of these delayed action bombs going off in
the next street to this one, it completely demolished two houses, but most of
the occupants who had taken refuge in a trench in the garden were safe. These
delayed action bombs are a fearful nuisance, it is so hard often to tell where
they have fallen. After this one went off we all got up again, and then
police came and told us to leave the house as they thought there might be another
of the same kind in the neighborhood. There was a little confusion as there
seemed to be some doubt as to whether we had to leeve or not, eny rate we all
did, and some had breakfast in Lyons near by, and Marion and I went to Janet
who lives near bye We waited about for a bit, but after lunch they said we
could return, which we did, mnd Marion got in the builder to go over the house
eand see if any structural damage had been done, and to put in a certain kind
of paper called clear phane, which does instead of glass, it is made partly
of rubber snd lets in the light, though you cannot see through it. Still at
the moment it seems more sensible than putting in glass. Being turned out of
the house =ven for a short time gives one & rather fumny feeling, some people
have been turned out of course for much longer. Sometimes the silly things dom't
go off for four dayse Ome fell in a garden not far from here, some of the
roads near us were blocked off, and I think it went off this morning, though
it fell on Monday night. Picoadilly was blocked for three days because of a
time bomb, but I think it wemt off yesterday.

The next night we were rather fewer in number, as some people had left

London, and we all made up our beds either on the ground floor or the basement.
I slept on a mattress in a basement floor room, luckly this house has a large
basement. I slept very well that night, although it was aghin pretty noisy,
but nothimg particularly near. The next night they put up this tremendous
barrage, which kept one awake a bit, slthough on the whole it was a comforting
sound, and when you heard a noise that you didn't quite know what it was you
were inclined to say something to do with guns not bombs, Last might the bar-
rage didn't seem 80 noisy, though the papers inform us that it was even fiercer
but certainly the guns near us didn't make so much noise, or perhaps we were
all asleep, If you have anywhere to sleep in your own house I don't think
you are so badly offe. If you have a place which is fairly safe in which te
sleep in your own house I don't think one iz so badly off, Many people sleep
under the stairway in the hall, but if you have to go to a public air raid
shelter every night where there is no room to 1ie down, only to sit gown, gnd
where some people went to talk the whole time, it must be pretty tryimge Some
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friends of ours who live in flats do that, and they have their own quite com-
fortable shelter provided by the flats, if you got to the really public ones,

a8 the poorer have to do, it must be even worse., I am afraid the East end of
London is suf fering the worst, for a variety of reasons, of course it is right
on the river. We have a woman staying here who belomgs to the mechanical trans-
port seotion, and she says that it is pretty ghastly in some of those poorer
districts, poorly built houses collapse so much easier. Let's hope that when
theyre-builé they will re-build decently.

When you go out in London during the day it all seems pretty normsal,
except for the ballon barrage, the number of notices telling you where the
nearest air raid shelter is, snd the number of people in all sorts and condi-
tioms of uniforms. Some of the air raid wardens are quite old ladies, and
they look very funny in their tin helmets. I went to see Mr. Chitgwin at the
L.MeS. the other day, and a short warning went while I was there. We went
down to the basement, which is their shelter, it is also a public shelter, and
I gather they are trying to do a piece of mild propaganda for missions among
the various people who take refuge there. They have a loud spesker and give
talks of various kindss The air raid warning that time only lasted about
twenty minutes, so they returned upstairs, typewriter amd alle Mre. Chirgwin
told me that the BeMeS. buildings had had a direct hit, they are in the city
area, which has suffered a good deals They are waiting for a time bomb to go
off near Ste. Paul's, but of course it may be a dud one. There have been so
fairly reliable information has it, several dud bombs from the Skoda works.
Their strong room is all right wher: all their important documents, snd their
air raid shelter was all right (they were not there at the time as it was at
night) but everything else has pretty well gone. Mr. Chirgwin said the L.M.S.
had offered them hospitality, but I don't know whether they were excepting or
note The same day I was shopping in D.He.Evans, which was looking very smart
and up to date, they have entirely re-built since I was home last, and they
now look quite American. That time the warning went while I was completely
undressed as I had been trying on corsets, so I dressed and retired to a shelter
in the basement, & it was quige comfortable and I had reading material with
me., Most women knit at a furious rate during these waits, but though I have
been doing some knitting, it is rather large to take about with me, so at the
moment I am only teking & book and some chocolate. The all clear went after
sbout an hour, and I finished my shopping end was just walking along to a bus
stop when snother warning went. The buses went on going and I was trying to
get one, when a car stopped and offered a lifts So I took it, and he brought
me almost home. One is apt to be very chatty with people like that, and taxi
drivers etc. the main topic being how much damage has been done near you. Just
a8 I was almost home the all clear went. During these daylight raids you very
often hear nothing, &s they are met some way away, but during the night it is
very diffiocult to get these small groups of planes that slip through. We have
had a warning on most of this morning, in fact it is on now, and there have
been one or two periods ~hen something seemed to be happening, but most of
the time you could hear nothings It is cloudy today, and in some ways that is
worse than when it is clear, as they can hide umong the clouds, of course they
probably don't come in large numbers, but just a few slipping about the clouds
can keep you on the alert. We dreaded moonlight nights, but I am not sure that
here it is not better to have clear lights because the defense can see better,

but I don't really know about that.

Aside from the damage they are doing, which must be considerable,
though I realize that much of it really has no military importance, they must
be holding up things very considerably with all these warnings. Of course
soms work goes on, but some has to stop. Still this kind of thing alone cannot
seriously effect the military position, I should thinke. Stewart, the brother
who is in the Navy, is getting leave just now, I am going down to see him on
Monday, so although Mr. Churchill has warned us that there may be invasion next
week, it doesn't look as though it was expected quite as soon.




I would like to go down to the east end and see the damage fhere, b
realize that it is wrong to go just to look, as of course traffic is dislocated
in some places; and while I am continuing to go places where I have something
to do, or femily to see after this long absence, I don't think one should go
Just to sight-see, =8 it were. All the damage I have seen so far is just
broken glass, one or two collapsed houses, and some partially demaged houses.
They certainly seem to be distributing their favours pretty widely, as there
is hardly a place in London which does not seem to have received one or two
bombs at least, though I believe North London, Finchley and Hampstead may

have been quieter than some.

I don't know about the east end, but certainly the atmosphere of West
London is fairly calm as you go about, though people look weary, and rather
sleepy, which is natural enough under the circumstances, because of course the
raids do last most of the night, and there are many people who do find it hard
to get a good night's sleep under the circumstances.

I am going away tomorrow (circumstances permitting), first to Brill to
be with Olga, and then to Chichester to see Steward aend his family, end finally

to near Godalming to see Gwen and her family.

I expect to HBe doing some Deputation work, there is a meeting of Directors
the week after next, also a China Committee, and I shall be speaking briefly
at bothe I am also going to make enquiries as to what if any activities of the
University of London are going on, and if there are any I shall see what, if
any, courses would be useful for mes The L.M.S. are very short on missionaries,
so I am one of the very few to have returned this year, and they sent all out,
so that even though meetings are scarce, speakers are alsos I am hoping they
will give me some work in the Bristol area, and then I cen stay with Olga, I
don't think I am so keen at being marooned up in the north somewhere for three

or four weeks, where I do not know so many people.

It is very hard to sort one's impressioms out when one has been here so
little time, and it is all rather a curious combination of the usual and the

unusuale

Most people seem to think that the rations of everything are sufficient
if you are a number, as one tends not to use so much of one things, and another
of something else, but when you are a very small household it comes much harder.
The restaurants seem pretty normal, but they don't serve you butter, at least
they haven't at the omes I have been to, and for dinner you are not allowed
meat and fish, only one or the other, in fact the longest regular mesal you can
have at a restairant is three courses, But restaurant meals do not come out
of your rations, so that people who always have one meal out do better than

those who eat in the whole timee.

I will try and sort out any further impressions I may get better for next

time.

My love to you all,

Evae.




Ginling College, Chengtu
October 16th, 1940

Dear Eva;

I am sending a Clipper letter to New York, and I ofn slip one sheet in the envelope, so
I am taking this opportunity of sending you a few words the quickest way to England. After
your cable came from London, I sent you an air mail letter via South Africa, I do not know
whether it will reach you before this letter or not. You will know without my telling you
that I think of you very often these days when there have been repeated air raids over London.
I have been staying with the Crawfords since I gave up my room in the residence in the Woman's
College compound to Miss Liu En-lan, so I get news quite promptly from the radio. Your R.A.F.
is certainly putting up a splendid fight, and I hope that, because of your air defense, the
destruotion of property and life in London and other places will decrease. For you and your
family and other friends, we can only hope that nothing may happen to you.

The situation in the Far East may take a serious turn in the near future. Ever since
the American Consuls advised evacuation of American citiszens, we could not help but think of
our group in Nanking, and our P.E. work in Shanghai., I am sure that Mrs, Thurston will stay
as long as the men missionaries can remain, but if and when the day should come when even the
American men have to leave Nanking, I just do not know what we could do with our permanent
buildings. The most baffling thing is that I Just do not know what to suggest to our group.
We are too far away to know the changing conditions there. The only thing I did was to write
to Mrs. Thurston, and asked our group there to use their Judgment in meeting any emergency.

Here in Chengtu, we have had three air raids. Bombs were dropped in the city, and on
the first day there were over three hundred killed and wounded. Our students have been calm,
but there certainly has been much rumour that Hwa Hsi Bah is to be the objective of the next
raid. The student enrollment has come to one hundred and ninety-six, so you oan easily under-
stand the crowded condition in the dormitory. The hardest thing is that the hospital rooms
are not vacated yet. Just this morning, I talked to Mr. Small, and he said the West China resi-
dence for the men faculty may be ready by the end of October. We shall be lucky if we can
move in the first part of November. Our new faculty have had much difficulty in reaching
Chengtu. Liu En-lan was the most fortunate one for she secure an air passage directly to
Chengtu on September 6th. Miss Rhodes, Miss Sutherland, and Miss Yung arrived the first part
of October. Dju En-djen spent the longest time on the trip vie Haiphong and Kumming for she
left Shanghai on August 3rd and arrived her on Ootober 6th. Dr. Graham has kindly consented
to take care of the baggage of our group that came by air from Hongkong, but we do not know
at all if he will succeed in bringing in so much luggage over the Burma Road.

I wish to thank you very, very much for your long letter written on the boat on the Atlan-
tic. I hope to reply to you later.

The Ameriocans received consular advice this morning to evacuate, but the group here think
that it is a general notice to Ameriocans all over China, and it is not to be urged upon those
in West China. However, from news from Shanghai, it does seem that evacuation has actually
started those with women and children. I have written to Hwang Li-ming telling her that for
our small part in the P.E. work there, we will have to follow the decision of the Universities
there. I just do not see how they can carry on the work if the American garrisons should
leave the International Settlement.

We are very happy over the decision of the British Govermnment to open the Burma road,
It may be the only line of communication to the outside world in the near future.

With best wishes to you and the dear ones of your family.




