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NANKING, CHINA

Harpy NEW YEAR! January, 1924

After the excitement of the formal opening was over, and when the
long stream of sight-seers and visitors that came in its train had ceased,
the college resumed a more normal aspect, and settled down in earnest
to the work of the term. But life in new buildings demands that many
re-adjustments should be made, and buildings and plant are not necessarily
complete because they are opened. For a while the electric light was a
somewhat uncertain quantity, apt at moments to leave the college in dark-
ness; and for a time the water was rather insufficient, until our president
discovered the leak that others had failed to identify. But the time of
insufficiency was long enough for us to have learned to be careful in
our use of water, no bad thing perhaps, especially in an unusually dry season.
That all is not yet finished, we are reminded daily by the sight of the
fourth dormitory in its outer dress of scaffolding; and the presence of
workmen with us was forcibly brought to our notice one midnight, when,
having completed a certain job, they thoughtfully let off some fire-crackers
to scare away the evil spirits. Another event, which reminded us that
things in China happen gradually, was a very delightful concert given by
Miss Paul, Dr, Hamilton and Mr. Hancock to celebrate the arrival of the
new piano for the chapel.

Nor do visitors cease when opening ceremonies are over; invited and
uninvited guests continue to come, till those in authority must wonder
whether there is not sufficient work for an official guide to do. Among
those who have stayed in college have been Dr. Pratt of Williams College,
Dr. and Mrs. MacGillivray of the Christian Literature Society, and Miss
Lumsden of the International Federation of University Women, while one
memorable day we were greatly honoured by several distinguished Chinese
visitors. Unfortunately absent from the scene of action most of the day
myself, I have made bold to borrow, with permission and many thanks, the
following extract from Miss Thayer’s diary. )

“Friday we are at home, guests are welcome and we are ready for

RCIT] them. Often we enjoy our leisure hour and our company cake by ourselves,
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and guests take pot luck with their welcome when they do come. So it was
on Monday, that an early message informed us of coming callers,—Chinese
these, who permit us time to slacken work and smooth the brow. A young
man of presence was the first; he brought Cambridge Engll.sh on his Chinese
tongue, to enquire about Ginling prospects for a young sister. He hongrs
us. At chapel time there was another stir when, drawn up by the'execut.lve
building, we saw the big limousine done in flaming red and finished like
a lacquer bowl. This we know speeds people of distinction about our city.
Our guest had arrived. Rice and curry had been served when the dean came
to ask place at the table. Hasty moves made room for His Excellency, the
ex-premier of China, Hsiung Hsi-ling, who accepted the invitation to our
luncheon ordinary, and met our rising greeting with Chinese calm. His
niece, a junior, was with him. His coming had caused a ripple, but after his
departure, was no obstacle to business as usual. In the laboratory classes
went on, the rotifers reeled, the clams kept composure and the girls their
cyes glued to microscopes, when to the door came the Ginling president and
the dean, with them a young girl in turquoise blue brocade down to shoe
soles; her face quiet, even wooden compared to the lively faces bent over
bone section and panamecia; her brother, these two the children of the
Civil Governor, a nephew of his and three young women of poise and
dignity, students in the Government Normal School. An interpreter at-
tended, and also servants in livery, one of whom, with six feet of “bearing”
and a magenta choker added to his blue and gold uniform, held my lady’s
mantle of silk and white fur. There they are, seeing Mr. Wood’s birds; even
going to the cellar to inspect the crocodile and the furnace, and amazed
perhaps most of all at the girls who are of all this a part, and the end.
When after hours, two weary biologists came for tea cheer, there it
was, a bit more elaborate than usual, in deference to Chinese custom,
with two plates added to our usual peanuts and cookies. The girl in her
king-fisher blue had spent an hour, and now had flown in her limousine
of ivory white, and we ate the cakes. A day it is to remember, when
an ex-premier and the family of the governor of the province so honored
us. What comes of it all? Who knows that!”

But while we have had the joy of welcoming so many friends, the
college had the sorrow of saying “au revoir” for a time to Dr. Reeves,
who had to leave somewhat hurriedly for America. On Wednesday,
November 28, the students gave for her a farewell party of an impromptu
nature, but none the less pleasant; there were music and games, but the
central feature was the presentation to Dr. Reeves, when both the givers
and the recipient had an opportunity to express how much they meant,
the one to the other. And then on the next night after the Thanksgiving
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dinner, Dr. Reeves, accompanied by quite a procession of little carriages,
which looked very gay with their lamps as they bowled round the drive,
left for America, bearing with her our very best wishes, which we en-
deavoured to express in song.

Dr. Reeves’ departure left a big gap in work, as in other things, and
though she had made all possible arrangements before she left, the arrange-
ments could not have gone so smoothly had not Miss Thayer been able
to help in the science department, work which she combined with the
teaching of drawing and the concoction of wonderful dishes. If a faculty
for doing everything and anything, and doing it well, are the qualifications
for a missionary, then Miss Thayer has undoubtedly found her vocation
at last.

Comings and goings form some part of the life here, especially of Miss
Jutler’s, but that is by no means the chief part. November 12-18 there
was observed at Ginling, as in colleges throughout the world, the universal
week of prayer, culminating in a joint service at the University of Nanking.
This term we have started a weekly college prayer meeting, led alternately
by students and faculty, which affords an opportunity for more informal
and intimate spiritual fellowship than is perhaps possible in chapel.

I am only a newcomer to Ginling, but one thing that has struck me
is that there always seems something imminent, for which preparations are
necessary. Hardly had the opening ceremonies been left behind, and Thanks-
giving dinner eaten, when Christmas was upon us, with all the manifold
preparations it involves. The faculty were not as busy as some years,
it being the students’ turn to give the play. Despite all the buying of
presents, the arranging of times and seasons for feasts and parties, and
the decoration of rooms, the inner meaning of Christmas was not forgotten,
and a special series of chapel talks was arranged to bring out something
of the richness of the Christmas message.

Christmas celebrations proper began on Sunday evening. At a musical
service arranged by the Y. W. C. A. and the glee club, we listened to
some of the most beautiful Christmas music. This was followed by a
service for the servants, arranged by the freshmen, which consisted of a
dramatic representation of some of the Birth stories, given with a straight-
forward simplicity reminiscent of the Middle Ages in Europe.

On the previous Saturday night the faculty had been busy preparing
themselves for Christmas by a party to celebrate the birthdays that fell
in December; we let down our hair, and put tucks in our frocks, and
regained for a time “the years that the locusts have eaten,” and enter-
tained ourselves with suitable and seasonable occupation, by making scrap-

books.
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At lunch time on the day before Chrismas we began our Christmas
feasts by attending a Chinese one in our own dining-room, to which we
had been bidden by the Chinese members of our faculty, but at which our
male hosts were not present. A Chinese feast is one of the seven wonders
of the world, both because of the variety of the food, and the lavishness of the
labour that is spent in preparing it. This was no exception, and we
were more than grateful to our hosts, both present and absent.

On that evening students, faculty, and servants gathered together in
the gymnasium, festive with bamboos, garlands of evergreen, and a small
Christmas tree. The play performed was “Babushka,” a story of an old
Russian peasant woman, who having refused to accompany the Wise Men
on their search for the Christ Child, had been wandering about ever since
looking for Him; though she did not succeed in finding Him, she brought
joy and blessing to the children whom she did find. It was full of the
Christmas spirit, and was acted sympathetically, the singing being especially
effective. After the play the servants received their presents, and students
and faculty drew frem a lucky dip some useful or grotesque present worth
the vast sum of ten cents. As the students gave the play, the faculty gave
the refreshments, and had great pleasure in waiting on their guests, though
our service was perhaps willing rather than expeditious. We went to
our beds feeling that Christmas was indeed with us; and at midnight we
were further reminded of this by the carols that aroused the slumbers of
some. Everybody seemed to agree that the singers had never sung better,

nor given more pleasure to their audience. Unfortunately I am unable to

give a personal opinion,

In the night it was the students who sang; in the morning the faculty
sang their Christmas greetings to the students before entering the dormitories
to eat the breakfast of “mien,” by which the celebration of the King’s
Jirthday is fittingly opened in this ancient land of China. After breakfast
we gathered for a service of song in the chapel; not for the most part
prepared music, but just the songs and hymns of Christmas, that express
almost better than anything else what we are feeling.

Then students and faculty separated, each group to gather round a Christ-
mas tree, and open presents from far and near, from America, from England,
and from China. The day once begun, events moved swiftly; hardly had all
the presents been opened before it was time for dinner, and before we had
finished our Christmas fare, nay before we had begun, the guests for the
women’s and children’s party that the students were giving had begun to
arrive. The women and children of the neighborhood had been invited by
written invitations, delivered the previous Sunday. The tige mentioned
was 2:30, but many of the guests had no clocks or watches, and when they
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had' eateri their midday meal, then they came. And they came in their
ndmbers; preseénts and candy had been prepared for about 200, but over
400 came, and drawers had to be ransacked to find little knick-knacks that
would ‘prevent people going away disappointed. The gym was a great
sight, filled with all sorts and conditions of women and children, but all
interested in the Christmas program that the freshmen had prepared.
They listened to the Christmas story, they saw the angels who sang of
Christ’s coming, and the Wise Men and Shepherds who gathered ‘round
His cradle, and they heard Christmas songs. They also made the acquaint-
ance of ‘Santa 'Claus, who distributed packets of candy, towels, small toys,
and picture post cards, which were by no means the least popular of the
gifts. Some' of our guests were poorly clad, some were dressed in highly
respectable clothes, but almost all the children were like little round balls
in ‘their padded cotton coats, and when, much to their surprise, they fell
down on the slippery floor of the gym, had some difficulty in picking them-
selves up.

After the guests of the afternoon had come and gone,—and some were
still coming when others had begun to go,—there was a brief pause; but
it ‘'was not long before the gym was again thronged, this time with the
servants and their families. They had already eaten their Christmas feast,
and came to continue their party, while students and faculty alike fended
for themselves. The party was largely in the hands of the girls, who
entertained their guests with music, with the story of “The Other Wise
Man,” and with games; most of the guests were grown men and women,
some of them very staid looking, but they entered with zest into such
games as “Drop the Handkerchief.” When the end of the day came many
must have gone to bed weary with well doing, but feeling that it was
something like what a Christmas should be.

The results of Christmas Day were seen next Sunday, when many
women and children came, as they had been bidden, for a meeting in
the afternoon; the numbers were perhaps greater than they will usually
be, as there was still an expectation abroad that presents might again be
given.

The day after Christmas was devoted to walks and sight-seeing, a
visit being paid to the Model Prison. On the next day work was resumed ;
but before settling down to the last month of work and exams, there was
one last little fling on New Year’s Day, when the college had a holiday.
Many walking parties set out, the weather being absolutely ideal, though
tor some it was a little warm; all were bound for the wall, though for
different sections, and the various parties between them all but “put a
girdle round about the wall,” though it took them rather more than “forty
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minutes.” Tired but happy, the walkers returned home to attend a New
Year’s party that had been planned by the freshmen for the whole college,
and a very delightful party it was. Each guest was welcomed on arrival
by the gift of a fragrant twig of yellow winter plum blossom or “lah
mei,” which the girls and such of the faculty as are dark wore with great
effect in their hair. Proceedings opened with a little address of welcome,
very charmingly given, and then the play began. It was a dramatic repre-
sentation of an old Chinese story, “Shui Ren Kwei’s Victory over the
Eastern Barbarians,”—though the action of the play was more concerned
with the hero’s private fortunes than his public victories. The play was
Chinese in every sense of the word, but such of us as cannot understand
the Chinese language were able to follow intelligently, as we had thought-
fully been provided with an outline of the story. It was very effectively
staged, some of the costumes were beautiful and elaborate, and the acting
was spirited, all the more so because though the plot was fixed, the words
were not, and each made her part up as she went along. But I suppose that
any Westerner not as yet used to Chinese custom, has slightly strangled
feelings when watching a scene in which husband and wife meet after a
separation of 13 years, but in which no embrace of any kind takes place.
In between the acts there were songs and recitations. One item on the
program was* “Fire- Wands,” when the lights were turned out, and two
girls whirled flaming torches round their heads. Nobody could deny its
effectiveness, but whether or no it was dangerous would be another matter.
At the end of the play all the freshmen gathered together, each bearing a
candle, on a darkened stage, and sang their wishes to us for a happy New
Year. After refreshments the party closed, and all who were there felt
that not only had the freshmen given us a very enjoyable party, but had
begun the New Year well by proving to the college what possibilities and
talents there are among its youngest daughters.

~As a newcomer” to Ginling, and as a stranger to the ways of Doth
Chinese and Americans, I should like in this letter, which is meant for
those in whose interest and Support our roots are grounded, and who
desire to know what manner of place we are, and what work we do, to
put on record my own personal testimony to the friendliness and purpose-
fulness of the Ginling spirit. Whether you come for a visit or whether
you come to stay, I can assure you that you will be warmly welcomed
and, if you come to stay, a feeling that you have come to a place where
1t 1s worth while to be, because it is founded and carried on in the Name
and with the aid of Jesus Christ.

EvAa Dykes Spicer,
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hey wou}d like the public servides such as th: Post Office, customs etc,
o be still part of the Chinese system, and to be managed internation-
ally, which would mean the interational recognition of the Japanese
poli¢eé control in Manbhuria. Of course thcy know that as long as the
ep control of Manchuria, the anti-Japanese movement will continue 7
sﬁ Ehcy are forced I suppose into these measures to trvy and break up
fg;‘. i

I wonder how successful they are going to be in their efforts,
certainly the Chinese have not got a vcry stable governm:nt, but the
move of the chief officials ot Loyang, aways from the river and Japanese
gun boats seems sensible, and the officials who are left here seem to
be doing their best to carry on, and one hopes they will succeed in
keeping themselves together, but certainly they have got the common
people stirred up all right, Crowds of people have been leaving the
city by the motor road for Hang@how, people have been flocki.ng into
the city from Hsiakuan and of course in Shanghai it mus:. PJe just ghastly

in that section of the city which has beeri occupied by Japanege

o e r%vim» ﬁ,c [} ‘«Q e

1 { our compound
i\

and where thousands and tens of thousands of Chinese live

is just on th: edge of th. Internatim al city and the Chinese district,
and doubtless all the ppople living there have now left, but you will
have heard more about that from the Mission house, than I have here, as
we are getting no letters or mail through from Shanghai, not only be-
cause the communications areundeértain, boats are still coming thpauih
at somewhat irregular int _.rvals, but because the post office in
Shanghai has been closed, Since Friday I think,

1 1
|

L J
¥

Well this is all rather beside the point, as it is only telling
you what I am thinking, and not what we are doing. At th. monient in
Nanking, thouzh the Consuls are from time to time holding meetings of
responsbiel malge citizens, (women are not invited) to consider plans
for evacuation of foreigners, and difl _.rent men are aprointed to Dbe
responsible for didferent sections, we arcunder Sam Mills, but s0 far
no general order for evacuation has be n sent out, for the very simple
reason that it would be hard to evacuate us in any numbers df they
tried, The train is not running throuszh to Shansghal, and in any case
who wants to go to Shanghai,¥herc is noting particularly desirable about
that at the moment, There is no kind of foreign protection to
offered us at Wusih or Soochow, The boats down river are very
and very uncertain, and aga] /my send us to Shanghai, they h
enough on their hands there already. Up river is no safer thi
the trains to the north are a very uncertain guantity, yecs
left the station, because thev are tryinz to pretect

1

41
LILC

b
.nd have mov:d it out of Pukow, 30 they can't push us
W 1 -~ r T

lirection besides 10 knows what mio
4 a )

Japanese av i1slnan, 1 crney pagan Jgetulll 1S 7T CNETE,
1 1 4 4 r i 7y 1 v o « r 10 1= g C 4 r
on the roa 1o that ¢ country 1 30 generally upset.,. S0 the
1

have no optic ot the moment but to keep us here, which of course i
we would much o, andi I dare say it will turn out to 1]
safe, in spite of a: “hepanic, I imag nc that even if we
out we would probabl; ome of us remaln, We nave a Zrol
seventy studi.nts ¢« ‘he camus, and Hthe removal of &ll
'nW1d,~I think make it a little er to keep

a Communist ising 1in e cita > are in n
ers, anfl if ‘ . 1k
protection f the girls n any case thils 18 me hina and our
}db, ] ’ ‘ e SILé roovably try
and work out which of us had bet .er and wr event of

. \ 1 - A . ~f } o 7 (
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One very casily loxes s of t : st nov > ralluvay .
connections with Shanghal werec broken on iriday, and 1ney maleu meeting
at the Americen Consulaite that Afternoon, and sent round word to agvise
us to have a miaitcase packed in _vent of a sudden order 1o leave. Ve
continued with our normal pursuits, but began to wonder whetheh we
ouzht to nost pone the opening of coliege, we were due to opmem on
Tuesday. Dr. Wu was stillin Shanghai, she had staye down as late
as possible, because she had had an operation on her nose, and wanted
further treatment on it, so we felt rather lost, as we had come to
depend on her very much, and there is no one Chinese who can take over

3 11 1 “ ~ v ) - 4

Lhin}s at all., Miss Koo and Mr, Hsiung xEmkx who are both on the
Advidory Cte (of which Mrs. Thurston and I are also members, are both

(Y S
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very good in their own way, and Mr. As un;

iu was very good indeed in
going round anéd oollectinz all thn 11
sl

he Pl : : 3 2 bl nuws,'uft.Mrs. Thruston
doe >lleve 1n believing anyth ears which is bad, until
1l has been doubly or trebly gonilrmc y aud she rather anngyed hime
by not believeing any of the news he collected, much of which later
proved to be true, so that is was not a very harmonjous group. Her
policy was to do nothing until more hady happenec y She said that
up-to-date nothing had happened which jJustified us in postponing the
opening of college, However, it became clearer an clearer that we
had to do something, as £irls from two places wired or telephoned to
us to ask if we¥f were n opening college on re ] lat
Fortunately Mr B:’L‘,(':; returned from Shanghai on Sunday mornins wnd
came OVer on ay after 1 and 0ld us of his czxeriznces, and

oW r o YKeaq 1 i andad 14 Ne > Mr hureton ape 1 " 4 1 +
W Yol cec 11m _ nat made Mrs . ston sec that it

>

4 4 3 L 4= 1 R s 5 . Y . .
T o Ny v =) e A ¢ mean 1 o o Ar s ‘ 1 . 4 v ‘1 A1
[« AIeu J./ o C ) , LOIl ” L all J o > L, N 71k Ser J‘)!AQ

beforehand, but ) av of 1t ng to kKeep calm Nt o keeo rumours from
flying round. the lace, is ) “311, e nothinge I don't think it ocuite
EXXTERE}X succeeds as she carries i to such an
xtreme, - hat people T \_' 171 gl,ogv‘}ur, as they
think she isn't facing the fac wnic 74 of in a way, as I
think she is storing them up insid of ;;, ut it certainly makes
it difficult for the Chinese t rork with her s tiey are turally
rather worked up at the moment., However, after Mr., 3Ba .ers' talk she
consented to sending a telegrmm to the ents who had al ady asked
whether we were op.ning or not saying "Await further tice! ‘hen
ori*inmlWy she had wanted t a) I hdnge", She also realized

that we couldn't = f' indefinitely for D /u, put mu organize for
*ﬂr immediate situ:

Do we had a busy ftime 1 Monday havinz me_tings of various kinds.
we started off with an advisory Cte meetins, then we huad & faculty
meeting, then a student mectin;, and finally a meeting of a Joint
Student Facutly Cte. As a result of all the-e wari us meeting: we came
to the £ollowing decisions 'hat we would postpone the opening of
College for a 7eek, that we would h:ve this Joint raculty Cte, lour
faculty and six students .0 settle policies wnd programs for :his
particular situation, and with the hedbp of the students we hdd worked
out a ﬁrmvi:inrul prozram including such activities as Chinese writing
directed readin; ‘ a, tetics, music, nd chaepl services, The
girls had 1 50 on theiz m being planning to go on with :ir first aid
jork, and had offered th ir services Lo ti University llospital in

1 be of any use, .ir services ther . weee uccev
ing a little trouble wi some of t{lzir student
eave, so they went o * there this morning, at 1
, them went, but 1zven's Pxezxrd yct what they wer
hat on Tuesday we started in with this prozram, zirls
up for the varias activities, and we started ri- in with some
them, others hal to wait, 1f any girl ow §isnes to keep herse
occupied, there is something for her lo most of the time, ‘hey
getting rather restless znd dis ! ( >fore omewhat naturally.,.

2 . 1 - * .3 e b nen + s
Monday evening we had oul Lrst - ;. ¢xcltement, I was

reading a 1itsle 1ate han) should have been Qerhups, mAw.gbout'_

11"3 I thought I aBd som n 2 that sounded Lke a sun golng offj},
v r 4 nf e ‘ ~ 4 . v 4oy m AT s+
after a moment or : ‘ : e 01 nor ,\lﬂ 0t
c. Jane
over tand

up, and after some conferenc Lt 1€ C W ( thers We aske

'homas's finan :
telephone to the Ameri te & . zou l any newvs,
. . ) l reported that *hevsaid tha ther ¥ been firins from

) 1] "fone or

wnd

presumably by
bombs '

,wdfnt vere m 1y awake DUt T
controlled, in t ther dormitor ‘
beddinzs in to the ivins om where t
ight, 'he firings did t a5t lor T
ter that all wac Ve 5rd
ded in certain demar ]
hole ;)(;)pl‘; seemed

[(JHYY
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However, we have now made arrangments to have two of the

Faculty (Chlnese men) on duty all night in the building where the
telephone is, and they will report any information that comes through
in event of anyth ng happening to 'ne person in eath dormitory, and)they
W}ll take whhtever steps seems necessary., We have also apgoiltcd a First
Aid Cte in case of any rea! trouble, and have made arrangements in case
there should be any large number of our nelghbours streaming on to the
campus, because I suppose that in event of shelling or bomb ng, they

rht think that these b.xlA_"rp{b of fered rather more protection than

their own 1l7ttle mud huts, 80 we have settled where to put them, etc.

A good many pcople seem to think this place is relatively safe, as we

1uve&1 ttle difficultyto settle whome should allowed to come, and who

T fused Still it makes one feel good t« now that other pcople think
one so safe,

This morning, Wednesday, were all made very happy by the arrival
of Dr. Yu. She had sent us two telegrams, but none oi them had arrivede.

ga(g Sroln l;u tI‘ ed QUM%M to the )ﬁ\gﬂ on L;LJ)I‘(; XE % had M&I&‘"U%f‘lg?d“!
o ng 1€ 0 e on e
Bund®Agad* ﬁgggiﬁ ﬁmk Vﬁom'“ﬂéﬁgquﬁlf —1 u"“£f ow’?%“ﬁﬁ?“ﬁoat,
and leannt that 1n grqbablyﬁwould not go for an hour, so Mrs. New went
back for Dr., Wu's luggage, but Dr. Wu -tayed right there, however, the
boat left just after xk=mx Mrs. New had ged on the wharf, but before she
could get on to boat, so &bBat Dr. Wu came up without any luggage at adl,
however, she looked as tidy as ever when she got herc this morning. She
had a‘little difficulty in getting off, as they were not landinz at the
wharf, just stopping for a few m nutes in mid stream and sdndigg people
off in a launch, and they were not allowing Chinese off in the launch,

I don't quite foltdow why, however, Dr. Wu got off, and we were vzry

glad indeed to see hcr, and now feel ready to face anything, though,

of course we are hoping that we shan't have so very much to face,

Ve haven't had aay news today, exccpt that fL;Au ng broke out
again in Shanghai last night, which isn't so good., Its woaderful how
quickly the time goes, I don't know wWhere it all goes, to, but a Cte
meeting lere, and a little gossip there, and a ktter somewhere ®lise and
the day jus® flies by. On Monday there was a meetiny f the Women's
Club at which Gordon Bowles, Jane Thowas's finance, told us about his
recent trip to Lastzrn Thibet, which was quite imteresteing, and took
our minds far away from th ;.P.;. (nrerOHL teNGQSitumu n)e t's funnyg
how things go, so far this time, though 3 are 2 I suppose much more
serious than they have been sipce 1'27, I ‘far les frizhtened than
I was in March of December 19329, long may iﬁ rmwinun so, I think it
helps to feel so annoyed with the Japancse thougnh I am trying not go get
bitter, as I reallize that , will not help the future segttle 1ent,
but mus t, {"don't wonder if the Chinese go get bitter, ¥t does seem
like such 2’ terrible time to hti them, when they are already down Jith
the floods etc,

vell, this will tell you our situation up to date, Yesterday
city was so newfous, that they were not aceepting Ahj DLH(‘ﬂ‘LQS on
street, ohly silver, ar it we.s very hard to bmy rice, ‘od.ay however,
are accepting bank notes. Fortunatel the college has got a six months
of ric%, so that even if the mourchants do start hoarding 1t rorte ‘

US e

hope by ‘;w; ‘ ] n: you get this letter, the Q\)u,, s wil
succeeded in est Ulis s me kind of agreement nd we 211l be
proceedin V] e vuwr n: collese x>\1<. But 1f we :,rar1", don't
ﬁﬁrw than yo an he We ar way in tn ountr: -, and our
re-inforced

OulLd

.V‘l?r". .
am going to send thls letter
1 throught
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Ginling College,
Nanking,
China.
July 18th, 1932.
Dear Friends,

I think I actually wrote my last letter to you at the end
of August almost a year ago, but I didn’t get it sent off till
just before Xmas, so that it doesn’t seem as long as a year. I
think I did put in a brief postscript, but there was not very
much to it, so although it is all rather old news by now, I will
put in a bit about the first term. It was not, as you can
imagine; an easy term. Not only was the Manchurian problem,
and the student meetings, movements etc. that that involved
constantly with us, but some of the older, more experienced
members of the foreign faculty, such as Miss Vautrin, were
home on furlough, and we had five new foreign members of
faculty, and although they were all very nice, and adapted
themselves very well, still it was the kind of situation which
didn’t make things easier, or rather made another thing which
should be done, and which I am afraid did not always get
done—that is the making them acquainted and keeping them in
touch with all the different happenings. There were several
new members of the Chinese faculty, and it was a real joy to
have back Lui En-lan and Hwang Li-ming, who came straight
from two years in America, and a most interesting trip through
England, Norway and Siberia, and also Dju Ao. It is some-
times said that we have too many of our alumnae on the
faculty, and I suppose there may be something to it, I don’t
know, but it is certainly very pleasant. In addition to having
several new members of the foreign faculty, we were short
two of the old ones that we should have had, as Miss Chester
was still up in Kuling trying to get the better of suspected
T B. (which turned out in the end not to be that at all
apparently, and she now seems to have back all her old vigour
and energy), and Miss Whtimer, who left soon after the
beginning of term to have an operation in Peiping, which
went off quite well, but which kept her out of action for some-
time.
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As you already know, as well as I do probably, the
Japanese aggression in Manchuia resulted in a very energetic
student movement throughout the country. At first the
students dealt with it through their ordinary student union,
but then a new organigation the ‘‘Anti-Japanese Save the
Country Association’’ was organized, and that embraced not
only the students but the faculty (Chinese not foreign), as it
was not just a student but a citizens’ assocation, which
included all kinds of people. I think this was a decided
advantage on the whole. For a time the Ginling students did
what all the other students were doing, carried along by a
very real tide of patriotic feeling, they had first aid classes,
they attended parades, and their representatives attended
endless meetings of all kind. We missed a certain amount of
work, a day here, half a day there, but no long period of time.
Graduallv as the movement developed, they became a litte
more restless, Dr. Wu was working hard all the time to try and
help them think through all their actions, and not do anything
unless they saw meaning to it, and some of them were becoming
rather doubtful as to the meaning of some of their actions,
though I think the majority of them needed some form
of expression, and it was not a situation where it was easy to
find an expression which was really constructive. The climax
was reached as far as we were concerned early in December
(I think) when it became clear that the movement was rapidly
becoming at least as much anti-Government and anti-Chiang
Kai-shek, as it was anti- Japanese. A farewell meeting was
held by all the students of the city for Chiang Kai-shek on the
occasion of his reported departure for the north, it was a very
hastily arranged affair, and had not gone through the regular
channels, the notice announcing it arrived, or rather was
delivered, too late for our students to go. After that meeting
the students attending it adjourned to the Government
headquarters, and announced their intention of staying there
until Chiang promised to go north, so that it clearly was not
only anti-Japanese. There were students visiting Nanking
from other places, and when representatives came round to ask
us to join, our student representatives had about decided that
the thing was not quite going in the direction it had originally
started in, and they decided not to join. It took a certain
amount of courage not to do what everybody else

._.3._..

was doing, but it was the decision of a large majority
and although there were various threats, nothing happened,
as is so often the case. On the day that the rest of the
students started their period of abstention from classes in
order to try and bring pressure on the government, we did not
have classes but did various things of a patriotic nature,
including tabulation of the results of a survey of the damage

done by the floods, which had been undertaken by the Univer-
sity of Nanking at the request of the National Flood Relief
Commission. The survey was a big piece of work, and some of
the students and Chinese faculty put in a good deal of time
throughout the term helping on it. It was really a very useful
thing to have, as it could provide almost endless work, that
the people in charge were glad to have done, but which did
not need too much special training, and as they were anxious

to get it done as quickly as possible, the students could feel
they were really helping. One of the difficulties in this whole
business, is that some of the students really have a desire to
help, and it is very difficult to find sufficient extra actitivities
that appeal to them as patriotic, which can be done at a
moment’s notice, without any special training. First aid and
military drill are all right as preparation, but if it seems that
your country does not intend to fight, they only produce more
energy without achannel for outlet, and endless demonstrations,
parades, and propaganda in the city and neighbouring districts
soon lose their appeal to the more thoughtful students. We
only stopped classes just the first day of the strike, to afford
psychological relief, after that we went on as usual, and were
able to finish up work normally. It is a help being a little off

the main road. The unfortunate University of Nanking was
overrun a good deal of the term by stucents flocking from all
over China to tell the Government what they should do, a good
many of them put up in the Central University, but a good
many of them, especially ones that came from Mission Institu-
tions, came to the University, and camped out in different

places, especially in the building they use for an auditorium
and chapel, so that quite a lot of the term they could not use
it. We had various appeals from some of the women students
who came, but without actually refusing we succeeded in
putting them off, it would have been almost impossible to
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continue work ourselves if we had had students living on the
campus who were going out every day on parade etc.

I suppose it seems kind of strange, to say the least of it, to
some of you that the government should have allowed itself to
be pestered in this way by students, and they did try to pre-
vent the railways bringing them, but then, perhaps you re-
member seeing it, the students lay down on the tracks to
prevent the trains going. The students in China are some.
thing of a privileged class, and it is very difficult to handle
them as you might other groups, and then of course the stud-
ents were but the expression of a good deal of opposition to
the Government policy, and were undoubtedly being urged on
and used by the Canton faction. Chiang probably did the
best t. ing he could under the circumstances, in withstanding
peacefully for some time, and then getting out, but arranging
things so that they pretty soon had to get him back again.

But you can imagine that all these kinds of events made a
pretty tense background to the term, even though we did
succeed in carrying on more or less normally. The distress
caused by the famine helped in lending a sombre tone to the
background too. There was a big refugee camp in Nanking,
and after a visit that the students paid to that on Xmas Day,
they decided to go without any heat in their dormitories, and
give the money they had saved in that way to the Flood
Relief, of course that was not the only money they gave, as
collections of various kinds were going on the whole time. I
went down once to a food kitchen that was run for part of the
time to supplement the diet which the Government was giving
to these refugees. which in some cases consisted of only two
pieces of a kind of steamed bread a day. They were giving
them a kind of wheat porridge, that had various vegetables
etc. in, and they certainly looked very glad of it, though they
didn’t (most of them) look as ill as you might think they would,
some of course were pretty miserable looking. There were a
good many flooded areas around Nanking, though the city,
itself, of course, did not suffer anything like Hankow.

Because of the national crisis a good many of the usual
entertainments and parties were cut out. But we did have
a party on Xmas Eve, though without anv of the ten
cent gifts that we usually have, and the refreshments were
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one orange apiece. The entertainmcnt consisted mainly of a
play that we had got up very hastily, in which faculty
and students acted together. It was really rather a good
play of its kind, and suitable to the occasion, as what it
stressed were the unfulfilled hopes of Xinas, which seemed to
be better than to talk as though Christ had already brought
peace. We did it very simply, and it was very under-rehears-
ed, but it went pretty well notwithstanding. We only had
one and half days holiday at Xmas time, so that it was noth-
ing of a breather,—as there were things to do most of the time,
and Xmas Day was almost completely filled with good works
of various kinds, as all the students were supposed to do
something for somebody else on that day. We had our faculty
Xmas dinner in the evening.

As soon as Xmas was over, we plunged into meetings
connected with Dr. Eddy’s visit to Nanking. There had been
a certain amount of preparation for them beforehand, and the
students turned out pretty well. He had fairly good publicity,
as he had been in Mukden on Sept. 18th, and had given evid-
ence, so to speak, against the Japanese, and he had also got
into a little trouble with some Communists in Peking, and both
those events had attracted attention. He spoke to the main
body of the students of the city in three big meetings, on three
successive days. He dealt fairly well, I thought, with the
difficulties and problems that China was facing, but on the
third day when he was presenting the Christian solution he
was not so clear or forcible as he had been on the two previous
days. He asked for decisions, and quite a number of students
signed cards showing various degrees of interest. I don’t
know how much I approve of these meetings were they ask for
decisions, but it was done in a fairly business like way, and
not very emotionally. And it is certainly true that they make
possible follow-up work, which would not be possible otherwise.
We had something over a hundred Ginling students who signed
cards; and to try and enlist the enthusiasm in constructive
ways, we planned to have a retreat of one day at the beginning
of the next term, and make plans for the term. Owing to the
events at the end of January we were not able to have it at
the beginning of term, but we did have it later on, and it was
quite successful. Groups were formed round different in-
terests, medical, social and educational, and these continued
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to meet during the term to discuss problems, and plan
work. We also had five baptisms, one meémber of the
faculty, and four students; in the case of one student
at least it was partly due to Dr. Eddy’s meetings, and I
think the others were indirectly influenced, it brought the
whole question of decision up. When they are living in a
Christian institution, in constant touch with Christian
activities and services, they seem to be able to share in the
life, and there may not seem any reason why they should take
any definite step, especially if their family .are somewhat
opposed, but meetings like these force them to think. But
whether or not the meetings have much result depends almost
entirely on the work that is done afterwards.

Vacation followed pretty soon after Xmas, and the Eddy |

Meetings, and before that was over the trouble occurred in
Shanghai. I went down to Shanghai for a few days during the
vacation, and attended among other things a very pleasant
gathering of the Shanghai alumnae. There was a big explosion
the Sunday I was there, but it was only a little accident in the
river, and not the Japanese, I left Shanghai the first part of
the week, and the Japanese went into Chapei at the end of the
week. I am glad I was not there, as in a time of crisis I
would much rather be where I belong, and travelling became
rather difficult, and it might have been hard to get back. Dr.
Wu was down in Shanghai when the thing happened, and it
was four days before she succeeded in getting on to a boat and
coming up, of course the trains stopped right away. Apart
from rumours, which were plentiful, a, general feeling of
instability and the order to foreigners to evacuate, not much
actually happened at Nanking itself. Our one little
excitement was the so-called Japanese bombardment, which
took place about 11.20 one Monday evening, it only lasted for
about twenty minutes, and I suppose they must have fired
about six or seven shells, they did some damage to buildings,
but none to life.

I was still awake reading when the first shell was fired,
and after one or two more, 1 got up, other people had
been inspired with the same idea, and a man who was staying
with us (Gordon Bowles by name, the fiancé of Dr. Wu’s
secretary— Jane Thomas) went over to the Recitation Building
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and telephoned to the American Consul to see if he could tell
us anything about what was happening. He came back and
reported that the Consul said that the Japanese were firing
only blank shells (which was not true, but he thought it was at
the time), because there had been some little fracas on thée
Bund, and they wanted to prevent the Chinese from doing any-
thing further. Having got this information, some of us made a
tour of the dormitories to tell the girls the news we had
got, which seemed to be of a re-assuring nature (by this time
there was no more shooting). We found dormitory 400 all
running round the place, moving their bedding into the living
room, and all proposing to sleep there to keep each other
company, 600 on the other hand was absolutely still, there
didn’t seem to be any sign of life at all, so we woke up a
member of the faculty who sleeps there, told her what we had
heard, and left them. They were not really asleep, I learnt
afterwards, but they all seem to have decided that the thing
to do was to lie quite quiet, and make no sign, hardly to each
other, East Court was also without any signs of life, and we
left them to sleep in peace.

Of course, this little incident against the background of
what was going on in Shanghali, caused a good deal of panic, and
people began flocking out of the city by all possible means, the
new motor road to Hangchow was particularly popular. Vac-
ation had still been in progress when the Shanghai incident first -
occurred, but we were due to open in a few days, and had to
postpone our opening. We had something like eighty students
on the campus, who had not gone away for the holidays, and
as time went on, it became difficult to know what to do. The
difficulty of travel, and the uncertainity of the situation in
Nanking itself made it seem unwise to open school, on the
other hand it was unwise to keep a large group of girls there
doing nothing, with all the rumours there were flying round
the place, and unfair to them, if by letting them go, they
might be able to transfer to another college in a more peaceful
area for study during that term. We started activities of
various kinds to keep them employed, they went over to the
hospital every morning to give assistance and receive
instruction, and had other classes in the afternoon. The
situation was further complicated by the order, or rather
advice, to evacuate which was received by the American
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gommunity, for all women and children, and men without a
job at the moment. I think the order was mainly a pre-
cautionary one, travel to Shanghai was becoming increasingly
difficult, and nobody quite knew what might happen,
I think it was the possibility of internal disputes as much
as the Japanese that they were afraid of, but it seemed
a situation with endless to possibilities. This question
of evacuation is always a knotty one, no one wanted
to go, yet school was not open, though it might
be any day, which made it even more difficult. It is always
particularly difficult for Dr. Wu as it is harder for
her to encourage complete resistance to consular advice than
it would be for a foreign president. In the end after talking
it all over together, we agreed on a reduction of numbers, the
people to go first to be settled by the group, as nobody wanted
to go, the principle followed was mainly that of seniority of
appointment, but the question of the teaching needs was also
taken into account. The order to evacunte was received on
Friday evening, with the additional information that a special
train to Peiping was being arranged, and was the last train
that was guaranteed to go through (actually the trains on that
line never stopped running) which introduced a certain note of
emergency. Jane Thomas decided that she would get married
the next day, and go north with her husband, it was also
decided that three others should leave— Harriet Whitmer,
Catherene Carl, and Abigail Hoffsommer. Saturday was quite
a rush, what with arranging Jane’s wedding, and helping to
get people packed. Both Jane and her fiancé are Friends,
so they had a Quaker wedding, which is delightfully simple
and straight forward, as you marry your self. We had a very
small reception for them with a hastily prepared wedding
cake, and a beautiful pair of Chinese wedding candles, which
were the most festive things about the whole affair. It was
the second foreign wedding that we had had in the chapel,
though we have had quite a number of Chinese weddings.
Some of the northern girls left that day too, with the intention
of transferring to Yenching for the term. After we had re-
duced our numbers by four, we thought we might be let alone,
but the American consul put further pressure, and I had a
notice from the British consul, which I had not had before, so
Dr. Wu decided to reduce our number still further by asking
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Miss Mossman and Miss Bond to go. Ruth Chester, and Miss
Sharle had been in Shanghai when the trouble occurred, and
had not returned, so that would only leave four foreigners,
Mrs. Thurson, Emily Case, Esther Tappert and myself. At
the same time we decided that we would start regular classes
for the students whc were there, and for any body who cared
to come back, though it was made very clear in the notice that
was sent round that no safety was guaranteed, and that if
students did not come back every effort would be made to help
them to make up their work later. We seemed a pretty small
foreign group when there were just the four of us, but
almost all the Chinese faculty were there, and with the
reduced number of students it was possible to give a fairly
complete program of work.

Life continued to be something of a strain, and one was
always on the qui vive for news, but it was a great help when
regular classes started, I was kept pretty busy at the beginn-
ing, as owing to the absence of one of the Chinese faculty who
taught history, I took on the Freshmen history for the time
being, and as it was some time since I had studied history, it
took me a good deal of time rubbing it up. In tne course of
time as you know the Shanghai affair was more or less settled,
students trickled back by twos and threes, though our numbers
never quite reached 110, I think it was 108 students that we
had, against 185 the preceding term, and after about five or
six weeks the foreigners were allowed to return. The crisis
began so suddenly, and was so much with you to begin with,
that it was strange how gradually in the end that particular
one cleared up, and things returned on the surface to normal.

But I am afraid that it is only that particular situation
which has to some extent cleared up. The Japanese made a
big mistake there, and I think they realized it, and were glad
to get it out of it with as much as face as they did. But I am
afraid as far as Manchuria is concerned there is no mistake on
their part, and now it looks with this new movement in Jehol
that they are encroaching still further. It isalmostimpossible
to describe to you the mingled feeling of anger, despair,
cynicism and a real desire to do something which grips the
thoughtful Chinese to-day. They cannot but feel furious at
Japan’s whole attitude, whatever the Japanese justification




their way of behaviour is extraordinarily arrogant and cruel,
at the same time they know that they are themselves to blame
for the country being in a state which makes this a possible
policy for Japan to follow, they want to do something, but
the need is so great that it is difficult to know where to begin,
and they feel that the League of Nations, or rather the great
powers are just going to let Japan tear up every treaty that
she wants to. They know they are not prepared for war,
and yet not to fight seems to be getting them nowhere.
I don’t know where it is going to end, but I do not
know of anybody who needs more spiritual courage and faith in
order to go on than any thoughtful Chinese to-day who has
really faced up to the situation. If the people of the west
want to save the soul of the Chinese from absolute cynicism
and despair, they will do their level best to put a brake upon
Japan, and I can’t help thinking that the Japanese need it as
much as the the Chinese.

DPr. Wu was one of the Educational group who saw the
League Commission when they were in Nanking, but I rather
gather that she did not think the interview a very fruitful one.
It will be interesting to see what form their report finally
takes, I must own that I do hope that they will not, in order
to try and propitiate Japan, (which seems an almost
hopeless task) refrain from quite openly condemning certain of
Japan’s actions. I think the Chinese are not hoping that the
League can do much to restrain Japan, but I think it would
help them quite a lot psychologically, if the League
Commission, while commenting perhaps on the state of
disorder etc. in China, also came out quite clearly with a
statement refuting Japan’s various excuses, and showing quite
plainly that it is a military seizure of Manchuria, nothing more
or less. And I must own I sympathise with the Chinese in
that, it looks as-though Japan is going to get Manchuria, I
don’t see why she should be whitewashed into the bargain.
Well, this is enough of somewhat platidunous comments on the
political situation, which changes overnight. But it is very
much with one these days, and it is an extraordinarily difficult
situation for any Chinese to face in a really Christian way,
though some of them make gallant efforts so to do. Italso a
very difficult situation for a foreigner to be involved in. Unless
you feel with the Chinese, it is very difficult to help them. and
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if you feel with them, and only with them, how can you begin
to bé what I suppose a Christian should be, something of a
reconciling influence? It was relatively easy when the
movement was anti-British, then you could put all your
strength into seeing the Chinese point of view, knowing that
all your inborn instincts and traditions would keep you aware
of the British situation, and what was to be said on their side;
but the attempt to understand the Japanese point of view is a
very self-consious one, and it is either practically of no use, or
intrudes itelf in such angular ways, that it arouses hostility
towards yourself, without doing much good to the Japanese,
or the cause of peace in China and the world. There are a lot
of foreigners who have the reputation of being pro- Japanese,
but I think the real truth is that they are perpetually (for
various reasons) anti-Chinese, and therefore when there is any
dispute naturally take the other side from the Chinese. In
the main the missionary community is pro-Chinese, the
business community pro-Japanese, in the sense of being anti-
Chinese, but of course there are many exceptions.

The end of the term was far more normal than one might
have expected, perhaps because everything socially had been
so quiet during the preceding term, and the beginning of this
one, there was at the end almost a plethora of parties, plays
etc. I was busy during the last part of the term helping
the Sophomores with the two brief English plays that they
were doing for their farewell party for the Seniors, the Seniors
with their play for Class Day (they did an abbreviated version
of ““The Taming of the Shrew”), and also in acting in a brief
one act play myself for a program of four one act plays that the
Dramatic Section of the Women’s Club was doing to. raise
money for Flood Relief. The Dramatic section had originally
planned to do one three act play, but most of the people
who were responsible for that had left, and no one had quite
the energy, so we substituted this, which meant less
work, as you could get different people to do different plays.
I think ali the different events went off quite well, though none
of them reached that pitch of perfection that one would like,
of course nothing that I had anything to do with could, as I
don’t know enough about it to give all the finishing details.
The best of the plays in my opinion was one that the




Sophomores -did called ‘“The Duchess Says Her Prayers’’, one
of the girls in that Djang Deh wei by name (she comes from
MacTeiyre) was very good, and so was the girl who took the
part of the Duches, although she had never acted before, but
she got into the part amazingly well, the third girl was good
too, though not so good as the others.

The end of term went off quite normally, in spite of the
troubles only one Senior did not return, and that I think was
for home reasons, so that almost the whole senior class
graduated in spite of everything.

What I have given you up to date has been mainly,
though not exclusively college affairs. To give you slightly
more personal news, 1 went to Shanghai twice, and attended
in Nanking once during the year, meetings of the National
Christian Committee on Religious Education of which I am a
member. I find the meetings very interesting, as they keep
you in touch with all that is being done in China to try and
meet in various ways the needs of Religious Education under
the present conditions. I must own that of technical know-
ledge of Religious education [ have very little, and I often
feel that I am there under false pretenses, but I learn a lot,
even if I do not contribute much, and I can be depended upon
to be there, and to do what is necessary in the way of moving
and seconding resolutions. Most of the material that has been
prepared for children in the past has been somewhat con-
servative to say the least of it, and the need for a more
modern presentation is great, but it is easier to see the need
than to meet it. A good bit is being done for Children, and
something for adults, but the greatest lack at the moment
seems to be for adolescents.

I have also enjoyed during the winter, and really long on
into the spring, a weekly and sometimes bi-weekly game of
mixed hockey. There is a man at the British consulate who
is very keen on exercise, and he, in conjunction with Miss
Case, has organisad these games of hockey which include many
and sundry members of the community, both male and female.
The British navy has come up quite a certain amount, and
as a result we have been a down a bit to various of the British
ships that have been in the harbour, rather more and bigger
than usual owing to the crisis.
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A good many of the faculty seemed to be leaving for one
reacon or another, though not so many as sometimes, Ruth
Chester, Esther Tappert and Emily Casq are all going on
furlough, incidentally they are all planning to study, Mr.
Hsiung has also got a fellowship and is going to Ch}cago to
study, how we are going to exist without him I don’t know,
though since we had this new engine the lights have gone out
less frequently, (though in the process of installing the new air
pump, the man who had been sent up from Shang_hal to put
it up right, blew himself into bits, which was a terrible thing
to happen), still I suppose we shall rub along somehow, and he
certainly deserves a change, and chance to study. When one
is saying good bye, it is pleasant to remember that in Sep-
tember we shall be welcoming people back, which is a more
cheerful occupation.

I am spending July in Peking, partly studying, and partly
having a vacation, I work at Chinese in the morning from half
past eight to half past twelve. I concentrate on newspaper
reading, both by myself, with a Chinese teacher, a'nd in class
taken by a foreigner, and attended by other foreigners. In
the afternoon I do various things, sight see a little, shop, rest’
write letters, play tennis, and read. Both week-ends I have
been out to Yenching at the invitation of an old friend of the
family, Louis Bevan by name, I haven’t actually stopped with
him, but he has parked me out at various places, and has been
responsible for amusing me, which he has done very
successfully. They have a beautiful campus, the architect 1is
the same as the man at Ginling, but the place, of course, 1is
much bigger, as it is a university for eight hundred students,
and they have certain natural advantages in the way of old
trees etc. 1t doesn’t look quite so finished as our campus,
partly because it isn’t, and partly because I think it is hard to
get grass to grow in this climate, and it consists mainly of
weeds. Their buildings are more highly-coloured than ours,
and I couldn’t make up my mind whether I liked it or not, I
think it fits into Peking alright, but I don’t think it would
look so well in the softer climate of Nanking. I expect our
campus is looking pretty untidy by now, as we are starting
work on two new buildings, (we had the money long before
the depression began), they began work just after 1 left. I
have done various of the sights over again that I did when I




was here last, such as the Altar of Heaven, this time by
moonlight, and the Forbidden City, also some new ones such
as the Catholic University, which is in charge of the American
Benedictines, and is a new and very interesting adaptation of
Chinese architecture, quite different from Yenching and
Ginling, more like a ecity wall, round a quadrangle. They
seem to have plenty of money, and the whole thing seems
very well equipped and well run, one of their exhibits which
seems strange to a Protestant missionary is their wine cellar,
which is well stocked with wine that they make themselves.
Apparently the Pope heard that the Chinese people thought
of the Catholic Church as the agency of the French govern-
ment in China, so to remove that impression he gave the
right to found this University to an American community, I
believe the French Jesuits felt quite badly about it, and tried
to prevent them buving land, but they were helped by some
of the American Protestants who knew Peking and the land
buying business pretty well, and it certainly is a business that
needs some knowing. After I leave Peking I shall go for a
week or so to Tsingtao and then back to Nanking.

There are many other things I might have told you about,
including a very delightful trip to a Buddhist Monastery near
Nanking, where we stayed over night during the spring
vacation, and Yang Hsiao Rang’s wedding to Mr. Nyi, but I
seem to have been at this letter for some time, and I want to
get it finished. I am coming home for furlough next June by
way of America (I hope), and I am not sure that I shall write
another of these letters before then, it depends how exciting
this term is. But as I hope to see most of you within the
year, it doesn’t seem so necessary. Generally [ have added a
line or to in my own hand, but it makes the postage so much
if I do that, (they have put up the postage a lot lately) that I
am not going to do it; to the ones that I owe letters I hope to
write personal letters during the next six week or so.

I am afraid this is rather a dull letter, considering that
the events with which it deals were really quite exciting, but
I left it too long before writing, and the weather, though not
at all bad, is rather hot, so you will have to forgive me.

With best wishes to you all,
Yours P.T.O.

<)
) OO,

P.S. I findI have left out all mention of the various
distinguished visitors that we had—there were a good many in
connection with Institute of Pacific Relations, the Laymen’s
Commission and the League of Nations Educational
Commission etc. but I shouldn’t have time to give more than
names so I think T will leave it. Perhaps our most famous
visitors were Colonel and Mrs. Lindbergh!
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Ginling College,
Nanking,
July 9th, 1935,

Dear Friends,

I am afraid that some of you have not had any word from me since I returned
to China, however, in most cases I haven’t heard from you either so we are about quits,
I hope you are all well and flourishing, I am, I have just finished a year without any
sickness, and am trying to get various odd jobs and clearing up done before I go up to Kuling
next Sunday. The weather has remained very cool so far, which is obliging of it.

After the first wrench was over (and I must own leaving England gets harder
as I grow older, not easier), I had quite a pleasant journey, having Mary Glover with me
made all tbe difference, of course. I only had about four days to spare in U. S. A, but even
so I managed to see about six friends at various stopping places along the route, and Mary
and I had half a day in the Rockies, and another half day at Victoria,

Japan was not too kind to us, we got off the boat at Yokohama, went up to
Nikko, spent the night at Tokyo, and went by train to Kyoto where we had two hours of
sight-seeing, so we had fitted as much as possible into the time. But it rained hard almost
all the time, so we peered at the temples and scenery at Nikko through mist, and had an
excellent view of the mist throughout the day in the train; we couldn’t even see the base
of Fujiyama, let alone the peak! It was rather disappointing, as it should have been a lovely
train ride, and we were travelling first class in the observation car on purpose.

. Mary’s time in China was short, but I think she spent it well, she didn’t waste
any of it in Shanghai, but had three days In Nanking, and a week in Peiping, to which she
quite lost her heart, as most people do,

It was sad to have her here for 'so short a time, but still it had been lovely
having her on the trip, and I am glad that she got that little glimpse of China.

It is amazing how quickly one settles down again after a year’s absence. The
campus looked rather different, as the two new buildings, Library and Administration, and
Auditorium and Music were finished; and of course there were masses of new students,
but otherwise it all seemed very much the same; and the routine soon closes over one as
though one had never been away.

Nanking itself has changed a good deal, and goes on changing every day. There
are always new roads being built, and new houses spring up over night, not I am afraid of
the most lovely. Roads have been a very agitating question all this year, as they were
due to run one through the campus, which would take quite a large slice off, and be un-
pleasantly near our buildings. Dr. Wu and others did all they could to have it moved a little,
and I really think they could have done it without any great incovenience to anyone, however,
it was not done. They have now begun making the road, and have sold all the college
property on the further side of the road for residential purposes. They gave us a little
compensation for that land (nothing like its value), but nothing at all for the land they
take for making the road — though as a great favour they have not charged us for the making
of the road, which they generally do. It would be easier to be reconciled to losing one’s land, if
one felt that the plan of development was a good one, but it is rather hard to feel that. Talking
about building and development in general, I am going to do a little of that as I am building
a small house for myself in a corner of the campus, It is a bungalow, more or less of the
Spanish style, which I think fits in quite well with the landscape here, and the rooms open
into a hall, rather than out of one another, which they tend to do in a purely Chinese house,

The changes in Nanking are not only external - there is a much more cosmopolitan
foreign group than there were formerly, especially a large number of Germans, mainly connected
with Military affairs, though some of them are tcaching music at Central University, but I think
those are mainly wives., But although you do feel there is a difference since it became the
capital, the political] temperature of the students has hardly ever been so low as this year,
although there has been plenty of provocation, It is quite amazing how completely they have
been suppressed during the recent activities of Japan in the north. I suppose they know that
that is the government policy-to allow no expression of any opinion-and therefore they haven’t
even tried, I know how strongly and bitterly some of them feel, but I cant help getting the
impression that among the younger students the suppression of all expression means that there
is actually less feeling, as well as less expression, but I may be mistaken., Among the older
and more thoughtful Chinese'the policy of repression makes them feel more not less, I should say.

Personally, I must own, I find it harder and harder to achieve any kind of
sympathetic understanding of the Japanese, and I become more and more enfuriated with them,
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but I know it is folish and unchristian to be overcome by emotion of that kind, and I suppose
the Japanese in China are not any worse than the British have been in lots of other places, which
doesn’t make them right, of course, but which takes away my right to condemn. We had one
Japanese woman here, who was trying to be a reconciling agent, but the word had got round
that she was connected with the government, and whether that was true or not, it didn’t create
the best atmosphere for her speech, But after having heard her, one of the Chinese faculty
said she didn’t think the government would employ anybody as stupid as that, and I was rather
inclined to agree with her. Her talk was muddled from an intellectual point of view, and she
seemed to show very little understanding of the feelings of the people she was addressing. It
made you realise how extraordinarly able and spiritually discerning would have to be any Japa-
nese who attempted to act as a reconciling agent between his own country and the Chinese.

Even in this part of the country it is said that there are various activities planned
by the government which have been called off because the Japanese didn’t approve. There seems
no end to their present encroachment, and it is very difficult to see where it can stop. I believe
the present government given time could really put China somewhat in order, and perhaps be
able to call a halt to the Japanese, but it doesn’t look as though they would have the time.
And the whole process involves so much bitterness, and a deliberate fermenting of factions by
the Japanese,

Against this rather sinister background, especially towards the end of the school
year, the life of the college (as that of all the schools in Nanking) has gone on very peacefully,
except for a serious financial shortage, which has cast rather a shadow over the administration,
The chief event of the first semester was the dedication of the new buildings, which althought
they had been in use for about four months or more had never been formally opened, We had
it at the time of the annual Founder’s Day Exercises, and everything went off quite smoothly.
There were two services, one religious, and one purely academic and non-religious, Hu Shih
was the speaker at that, and was amusing if not very deep or profound. The Library is really
very beautiful, and the auditorium is beautiful all right, but not terribly practical I am afraid,
as it is not particularly good for either seeing or hearing though when it is full the acoustics
are not so bad. Having a deaf architect seems to have its drawbacks, as the acoustics are not
good in the auditorium, and there is nothing sound proof about the music rooms!

The college also enjoyed very much Mountain Day, which is on the way to becoming
an annual institution, when the whole college goes on a trip to some famous and beautiful spot.
The autumn is one of the most lovely times in Nanking, and it is a good time of year for such
an expedition, We went this time to Tsai Shih Chi, a place about there hours or so up the
Yangtse by launch. It is famous as a place of many battles, as many troops crossed the river
there, and also as being a place where one of the famous poets - Li Tai Po, drank and wrote
poetry; there is a special temple erected to his memory. [t isa very beautiful spot, a cliff jutting
out into the Yangtse, partially covered with pine trees, and with attractive temples, grottoes
etc. We had lovely weather, pleasant times on the river both coming and going,and a good
time there. We certainly spent the day out of doors all right, as we left about seven am, and
didnt get back until about 9.30,

Christmas had its usual festivities, though the time was rather overshadowed for
me personally by the death of my Father, which happened on December 20th, still it was good
to think of him with Mother again.

Another college expedition was planned at the time of the Spring vacation when
about 40-50 students went to see the sights of Hangchow, but I did not go with them, but with a
smaller group to a place called I-Hsing, near which there are some famous caves and potteries,
I say near, but they were much further than I had expected, and as we walked all the way there
and back, and I was out of practice I finished the day with bad blisters on each heel. I-Hsing
is one of the places which has become accessible frora Nanking by reason of the motor road and
motor bus, it is amazing how much of China is being opened up in that way. It is quite an at-
tractive small walled city, rather prosperous looking, except for the beggars, (who had come
in from the country and who have been very bad everywhere this year owing to the bad drought)
with a really very lovely yellow roofed temple in the centre. The potteries are in villages near
by, and everybody in the village is engaged on one or other of the processes, which have been
going on there for probably thousands of years, It was the kind of expedition where you take
your bedding along with you,and I couldn’t make up my mind whether the ability to sleep any-
where (where you could just find a floor) was made up for by the nuisance it was to get the
luggage carted about or not. I suppose really you should train yourself to sleep on the floor
without bedding. Towards the end of the long walk four of us (all foreigners so it happened)
got separated from the main party, and we were not very clear where we were going, but it
was interesting to observe that all the people we asked seemed to know where we were going,
though we didn't ourselves.

To turn to more serious affairs, I have as usual attended a good many conferences
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of one kind and another, I went in November to the meeting of the N, C, C. R. E. (National
Christian Committee on Religious Education) which as usual was interesting because some of
the members are doing experimental work, and we had a good series of talk on the present
background in China, This government, like all other governments, seems to be moving in the
direction of regimentation, and the Ministry of Education is issuing more and more regulations
of various kinds.

During the winter vacation I attended a conference on the place of Religion in the
Life of the Colleges. It was interesting, and there was quite a good deal of discussion, but
there did not seem te be any unanimity of opinion at all as to what was the place of religion.
Everybody seemed to be agreed that it had a place, but there was a very great difference of
opinion as to what it should be. In preparation for this conference they had sent round a
certain number of visitors to look over the colleges, the reports were interesting, and they too
did not agree, In order to help this study that the visitors made we had given a questionnaire
to all the students, and the results were rather depressing in revealing how many of them
classed themselves as “passive Christians”, though it was about the same number I should
have given on the basis of observation; still it always seems worse when you have it in black
and white. A passive Christian should be a contradiction in terms, but [ am afraid Ginling
is not the only place where they exist. The number of active Christians was about 20% of our
whole student body.

We felt that something should be done about it, and arranged for a special series of
meetings fairly early in the second semester, when Dr Gordon Poteat of Shanghai College came
for a week. He was very good, and the students come out to hear him in large numbers, but I
am not sure that our follow-up work was as good as it should have been, and his appeal was
mainly intellectual and moral, which doesn’t seem to be quite as effectivejin some ways as the
more emotional, and yet that is so dangerous. It remains a big problem, I think, without
emotion there is no drive, but once let it loose, and it is so apt to get out of control. There is
rather a successful evangelist of the emotional type, Dr. Sung by name, who is very active just
now, and he does seem to do something for certain people that others do not, and yet there are
cases (one of which I have come across somewhat personally) of people whom he has helped be-
coming mentally off their balance, Certainly we had nothing of that kind here, and I think
what was accomplished was all to the good.

Iam going to a conference almost as soon as I get up to Kuling, which is the finish
up of a trip that Dean Weigle of Yale Divinity School has been taking in China examining more
particularly into Theological education, but also other leadership traning in general, and the
conference is dealing with that general topic, It will be stimulating but at the moment
I should be quite glad not to be going to azy conference., I went to a student’s conference for
four days at the beginning of the vacation, just after commencement, It was held at Hangh-
chow, and 1 enjoyed it, but just after the end of term is not a good time for me to go toa con-
ference, as I am always so sleepy. I am afraid I didn’t stay right through, as there were
certain things here that I needed to attend to before I went up to Kuling.

One was my house, the other was finishing up a movie that has been occupying all
my spare time and thoughts for the last two months, and other people’s too. The idea was
given us by Mrs. Macmillan of Smith College, who thought that a good way of interesting
Smith College alumnae in America would be to show a picture of Ginling College life. In order
to hold the interest of the audience she thought it ought to have some story. I am afraid the
story of the movie in its finished form isa very slight one, but it has a heroind, and it does
string together a good many episodes in the life of the college, I hope it will do what they
want, though I am no longer any judge of whether it is interesting or not. It has taken a lot
of time, as all the different scenes had to be taken specially, each scene had to
be gone over before being taken, then after they were developed some did not turn out well and
had to be retaken. Some scenes were quite easy to take as they only involved a few people,
others involved large numbers, sometimes the whole student body, and could only be done on
certain occasions and times, and if the weather wasn't very suitable they had to be postponed.
Altogether it was quite a job, and at the end it is far from being a finished performance, as we
simply could not spend the time or the money to re-take the scenes as often as they ought to be
re-taken; and the continuity is not very good, none of us who were working on it had any ex-
perience. Since I got back from the Conference at Hangchow we have been working on the
final splicing of the right scenes to follow the captions, and cutting it down to a reasonable
length, even now it is too long, three rolls of 400 feet instead of two, but if they want it further
cut they can do that in America. We Just about finished yesterday, and I can’t say I am sorry.
The photography has been wnainly done by two men from the University, Mr Wheeler, and Mr
Pan, they have been very good about giving their time, Mr Hsiung has also helped.

Apart from the movie there have been other dramatic events in some_of w}}ich
I have helped, in others only enjoyed their results, One that t(_)ok ppagood bit _of time
was the annual play given the dramatic section of the Women’s Club in aid of the Social Ser-




vice section we did ““The Kingdom of God’’ this year, Abigail Hoffsommer was the heroine in
the first two acts, and I was in the last. It is a play with one great advantage from our point
of view, it has many more women’s parts than men’s and it is always easier to find women than
men. I think it went off quite well, Abigail was very good, and so were some of the others,
and we made tho requisite sum of money, which is always encouraging.

One of the best things on the campus was the annual (more or less) dance drama,
this year it was based on an old Chinese legend “The Tenth Sun’ with original music by Miss
Graves (who was new in the music department this year) and original dances by Miss Haight
and Tsui Ya-lan, it really was very effective, and it didnt rain, which it so often seems
to do on our out-of -door performances.

We have, as usual, had our share of visitors, since Nanking has been the capital they
have tended to increase. Among others we had Mrs Hobart author of “0il for the Lamps of
China’* and cther books on China, she used to live in Nanking, but her husband has a job
in Washington now, so she was only here on a visit, and at the same as she was here there was
Mrs Ayscough, who also writes on China. She is quite a character, with an atmosphere and
style all her own. She gave two interesting lectures, one on Chinese Gardens and Women, and
one on the poet Tu Fu, whose poems she has translated. Another interesting person who has

n living in Nanking this year is Mr Strickland, who has had a good deal of experience with
co—-operatives in India, and has been out in China helping them with starting more co-operatives
here. He is a real enthusiast, and gives very good lectures on the subject. I could give quite
a long list, but I dont think that is particularly interesting, so I will only just mention that at
the end of the term Mrs Thurston’s sister, Miss Calder, and her sister-in-law, Miss Thurston,
came out to visit her, They have gone up to Kuling now, but Miss Calder will be here for most
of next year, as she and Mrs Thurston are going home together next summer. They are very
pleasant guests,

) One always hopes when one stays on at the College during the vacation tha}t one
will get a lot done, but what with the movie, and guests, and a wedding that we are having in
the South Studio this afternoon, I don’t really seem to be making very much headway,

We had three foreign members of the Faculty leave at the end of this term, two,
Miss Mossman and Miss Kirk, expect to return, but Emily Werner was only here on leave of
absence for two years from the Biblical Seminary in New York, so I dont expect she will be
back. We have at Jeast two Chinese returning from America next year, so I expeet that our
foreign Faculty will be down in number, and our Chinese faculty up next year.

In looking through this letter it would aimost seem as though I did no yegular
work, but I take it that you will understand that the majority of the time is taken up with tea-
ching and regular routine work, and that I have mentioned only the extras.

I think so far as work goes it has been a quite average steady year. We have
started to give the Seniors a comprehensive exam in their major field in the last term, and
they are also now writing a thesis for graduation, so that their life has become rather hectic.

I am adviser just now to the Sophomore Class, and getting acquainted with them,
(there were 53 in the class last year,) and helping them with their farwell entertainment for
the Seniors has taken up some time, but very pleasantly. I also this year had the experience,
which I have not had before, of teaching Americans, as two American girls have been taking
work here before going back to college at home, and also one American boy who has been tak-
ing classes at the University took one course here with me.

It is good on the whole to be back, though I must admit that at moments it seems
like a long time before the next furlough, and seeing my friends and family again. But there
is lots of work to be done here, and my teaching interests me, though I am afraid it does not,
always do the same for the students, And China is an interesting place to be in at the moment,
though at times its problems seem almost overwhelming, they had a drought last autumn,
and now they look like having a flood. If only they could have a little rest from external and
special disasters I think they might get settled a bit.

Well, you can't really tell the events of a whole year in one letter, but I hope I
have mentioned the most important,

With all good wishes to each of you,
and love
from

B e

D sZM«

Eva, D, Spicer
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Ginling College,

anking
Nankinge _

g Nov 22the 193387
fg;TI

Thank you very much for your
long and interesting letter, 1t was good of
you to write so promptlye. Bertha plans to
%D mainly by way of Canada, she i ]

Dear fHebecc

riends 1n Toramnto, and th
stopping off in the nockies,

a tv ew York, L will let. vou
you should be there at
n your I1nvdtati
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direct from her sinc

Thank vy
"’11 the news about .the
Gommittee, most m"ﬁi'wnuu«
the financial itaétilon
desired. I was gla
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I wonder how the new director 1s £ 5
on, it 1s curlious I think how completely men
and women differ over their opinion on certain
members of the other sex; though of cours
I suppose that in the majority of cases a
decent person is liked by people of both seXxesg
When women agree on liking woman, whom men
dont have so much use for, do you think it is
due to s ick of personal charm, or sex appeals

L
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3
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and when me 1ke a men that women dont, do
you think ‘
particulér man is rather contemptuon
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1s a nice persol she grows and
YOoue '
I am glad that the news Seem§
indicate that the film is fulPlliif: P
burpose.. rlease tell Mrs Macmillad®howy .~ ¥ |
good 1t was of her to write so_fully-$6- >
Dr Wu about the first showing ®f 1t in public
at Bosbbn, it was a most cheerliip letter, and
bpersonally 1 felt more than repald for any of
the work that I had done in 'conhection with
I think the 20th Anniwversary wae

as well as could be expected u shadow
of the attempted assdaasination

and general financial and other

occaslion was rather clouded too
b cause | sister-in-law was

that week-end with dysentez
the hospilte f almost two
st1ll ¢ sick, she got
led to be

]

has slipped again »
operated last Friday, it is too early yaot to

see 1f thot 4s going to give her any relief,
Mrs Thurston is really being very good about
and of course it is a grest help having her «

1 - r ~ ?
8 2 very distress

1 4 e

sister here; but t111 i+

AR

R AN ST

S




.

)Wl A
( | [S) 3 l

Nov 24 #93




'

Le L




M §1on,'
kow,

an-6th, 1937,

Thank youv very muech for your letter of Bec 21lst, vhich ;3
artived hereem ejm on Jan 2nd, whtch Worgutte—pood. - F—shink Dr Wu wrote
on-duwesduy ., “She was due to g0 on the plane to Chengtu on Monday Jan 3rd,
but the plane did not leave that day, so she had an extra 24 hours, end
she~ﬁeé&wehewwtuid“write“10«30u. She had commissionad-mo‘touwriteth”this
week's China Clipper, but as she was going to write herself, I though it
would be all right 1f I left 1t till next week, as she will havée doubtless
given-you-the-main- facts,

I enclose a copy of my-i this week's general letter home, which
will give you most of thsnfﬁ3$ concerning the break up of the Wuchang
Glnling-unit. I fish thew'#rouy at Ichang could get on without too long
a walt, but I guess that 18 pretty difficultys® Dr Wu hoped that' withqthe
new Mingstry of Rallways and ® mmunications which has just been FPorme (tﬁe
minié%er) whom—she—knows, might be able to help, and she has written to
ask, but it 13 not easy, as the main difficulty 1s the lowness of the river
and the fewness of the béats » @nd 1t is herd for even ministers to do
much about that,

Hewever, We are well scattered, and when and if the Japanese
do strike Wuhan, we have not meny persons concerned. We still have two men
teachers here with their families~ Chen Er-chang the treasurer, and Br Yaan
who teaches Education, But—they-are—both —thinking of going onmup-rtver.
All the girls who aréhere, with one ercepesion have their families here, ax

1s staying at the moment at Len Hostel on”the Hwa Chung compuund ,
she can either stay there- I think they are expecting to keep br ayyoer
and ¥4r Coe on the compound to protect their pr%?g§+§a&%£—pess&hie or she
can go to one of the other's homes., §atharlinei ] ? r the moment /- ase-bap Uu
bold-you- staying one here, She 1is moving into the Yen Hostel, and

Br Wu has more or less put her under Bishop Roots, to do wh:'t theip single
women doe It seems that foreigners e rsonally sre fairly safe, whatever
the horroms they may have to go through,

My omn plans are uncertain, I-em-etaying- Dr Wu first thought 3&9
wanted me in Shanghal, and to that end I got a booking on the plgnrelrfO{th

Hong Kong, Mow she 1s not 80 certain, so I have pestponed my booki and
am hoping to hesme from both Ruth 1n Shaenghai, and Dr Wu in Chengtu e fore

I finally hawe—$e make any movee. It is very difficult to make any decision,
when there are so many unknown factors in the situstion. There seems to be
a 'slight 1ull in the general slituation, sand TFhere is a gencral feeling here
that Hwe Wuhan 1s likely abb be left alone for about two months , and that
when they do come, Wuchanggf will get it worse than Hankow, but of course no-

body really b444~00

P o d
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Jan 8th, 1937,

i am sorry i+ Adild not finish this letter when . started, 1 am
afrédd it will be make it even more jerky than usuale 4 went over to Wuchang
to-day, and discovered from\vatharine that pr Wu had not wriiten to you. 4
am awfully gorry « did not kngw that earlier, . would have tried to get the
letter off by Juesdaye. Ldgaul nt e walt over till Fhesday myself, as I had
an appointment for the derlist, yndd also a dinner engagement, but when 1
1€t &@U“§hid she was going to itey and of course we had expected uvr Wu to
leave on the Mondaye. !

We have not heard frgm her yet, but she was stopplng over two
days at 6Ghunking, and + doubt if shg® had much time to write then., put there
have been no accidents , so . take I} for grahbed that she has arrived safelye

1L am afraid your air-mail lett to £n~-lan must have arrived after she

left, though sctually neither Catharigaqor I have seen it , of course if it
arrivedsw we will forward 1t on. lhe Rroject for the rest station was
still running when she left, but . rathek think they are thinking of closing
that part&p lar thing up mew, as 'not neakly so many wounded coldiers are
coming throu ow, and there 1s not the same need for it mew; it did
excellent service for the two months that 1d was running. hey had . think,

thought of taking on some other particular ‘pieéce of work with the staff and
money that they had collected, but X rather tkink the doctor concermad has
already found enother job, so I dont "“know whethg; they will or not. :-here
i1s of course still a great need for money for verdous projects, suv if that
moﬁey can bé turned to other uses- if 1t'is collecyed- plesse try to let 1t
be so. &Bn-lan herself hss gone to hanghai, and if\they want sume of her
racy accounts, . am sure that there is work there 0 Vbe donegs The Christian
group here have just taken on the job of looking -a4 ver 1000 refugees- clvilils
they are parking them out in the various missions schools which have cloesed
early forlthe winter vacation, and will open Heaven and the Japanese alone
know when. #fterthe experience in Nanking and other planes 1t seems

Scarety posd ble for schools to risk havéng large. groups of either older
boys or girls on their hands, so though they mesy run some daye schools,

I doubt if they will open any of the boarding departments, until after the
Japanese heve come, if—thex can, or until the threat of their coming has
pone, Actually now it seenis" a pity that we didnt go on properly until the

end of term, instead of stopping on Yec 3lst, with mest—of-the -sbudents aireae

~gone, There was a little flare up of left wing trouble just about
the time of the fall of Nanking, and the two cmmbined rather got people

restless, and one the move. But ‘with the resen

we lookIas though we should be quite safe ungil th; gggeigp?22§l2£vaffairs,

—— o?wihzouian apology,Rebecgd, for not haeing wired you after the

e e zhre that you se Catherine and me. It arrived while I was

By nioa %hzt i ggggegazgaziswetOI? ge :boit it, 1t never really penetrated

r, on now why, but itm never .

asregilgigm’very sorry, but/1I dont think the delay made very muchﬁd?%?erence

vy get her letter Hosted from here, but I know how anxious you gust

have been, and h-d I se th
> e cable,I wuld of course have cabled
But being told by Gat?x%?ne, in her rether gentle volce, with a migg g&ii.off

concepr for Yanking, At Just didnt register that a reply was neededj and I

think Catha;tna took 1t for granted that I was seeing to that sort of thing
was a great rellef to get Minnie's telegram from “anki )
< 1 n
Sgidayiland to TnOw that with the possible exception of one servant tﬁe;n
e a safe. “f they have got 10,000 women and children on the Campus, I
2

should think that they would soon be needi :
5 > ng a spot of money to f
You seem to have had much fuller accounts of what hqpfpaed zﬁ Naii?g t?ﬁ:ﬁ

have been in the papers_here, which is perhaps natura As though doubtless
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the Uhinese would be quite willing to give full accounts of the misdeeds

of the Japanese, they would not want to give tofmany details which would
undermine the morale of civilians in other plames- for instance the shooting

of all the ppecial police who had been left behind in the safety xone, would
not exactly enceourage other policement to stick by their duty.

I dont think yoy need wor sbout lgtting Minnie st there, you know quite
well that no protest from New York 0r eaywey-eiee /2§ywhere else would have
altered her décision; and she wag hhe ideal pe;;pﬁ'for it, both from the

point of vigw of her practical gifts, and her ysical fearlessness, but she ]
must be frighh@ully tired by How. One of the objects in my going to Shanghal |
was to try and get up to “anking as soon as possible, to help or relieve
“4nnie, though of course I should be ch less useful than she, But it looks :
so uncertain when one will be able to getl. However, I am rather coming to tie
conclusion that unless Dr Wu writes very definitely from Chengtu, wanting me

to go on up there, I shall go to Shanghal as I have planned. i-een-effend to
PaY-ay -own -trevel -oxPENEES;"amd I am sure I could get back into the interior

if necessary. 1hey are opening a new air line direct from Chunking to

Hong Konge I expect Dr Wu will come back that way.

It 1s pxtraordinarily difficult to see what is the right
decision, for the f re,dbut I am sure we must keep on, somehow somewhere,
even i1f in a very small'\ay, 9t 15 all part of the great process of helping

ina keep up her morale, br. was very eagerly awal g word from 4he

ew York as/to what their thoughit was as to whether 1t wss better to try

and open  Nanking as soon possible or start an indépendent Ginling some-

where in the interior. I nk- atf first she was all 4An favour of the first,
happened in Nankihg, and also rather discouraging reports from

ng have made her nder; on the other hand net having moved any of our

ent, and it beil very 24k unlike¥y that we/shall be allowed to move 1t
ert unit also seem rather

So we have quite a problems
A4 shalX be here at-the moment up till Jan 28th, and then of
course c/o Harth n;pn%g f'nd me An Shanghal; if 4 change 'my plans i will send
you airmaiX at onge. I—thtnk-8o far as I know et all the Chinese faculty
are safe, Dr Yuen only got out of Wuhu a few days before the trouble began
there, and had a quite exciting journey by house-boat from WuhM to Pankow
which took him 24 days in all. The main dsnger in the country between
fuhu and Kiukiang is being looted by wandering band of Chinese soldiers,
which I daresay is better than being killed by Japanese,
Catharine's address until she leaves here 1s pe-
Yen Hostel,
Hwa Chung ®niversity,
M hhang,
I think this will give you the main news of this place up todate.
Wg had two air rsids this week, both at lummh time. On Bhursday i looked out
o g out + was Iin, and there seemed &4®eto Dbe simply swarms of Japanese

areoplanes, the papers reportt@‘ 0 altogether. it asn‘t/nearly so Moisy

where we were A at & boy's schbol of ours about o files dutside ..ankow)

onihMrsdayas /1uesgfy, but in relation to where tﬁ@ bom drbdpped, + dont
i

re ¥ quite/know why.
wood Auck to you in all your work for us ip fmerica, it 1is

certainly good 6 know that you are,ﬁehindgus., hope ypﬁ hsd a good amas, my

family all seeny well, though wariom” 1s very tired, a9d is going for a term's
rest to my {gyZéest sister in UOgtﬁ ufrifa. pertha, /had a wonderful trip,
g

ang 1s find it quite hard tof@ettle own again, /» am glad she got to Ch
whien she did. +« enclose a rath belaj®d Amaséglv ing t gprinteg la8
just for oQit here, but . t the méssage still/holda.fElsie” Ieaves for

A

vhengtu on Jan 17th. My Love to you,

i




LETTER FROM EVA D. SPICER, ENGLISH SECRETARY FOR
THE GINLING COLLEGE UNIT AT HWA CHUNG UNIVERSITY

Written October 18, 1937 - Received New York via China Clipper November 1, 1937

The Ginling Centre at Hwa Chung, the University in Wuchang, is
rather like Topsy in that it has "just growed", rather than having been
carefully planned out in all its details. It began by Djang Siao-sung,
professor of Psychology - Ginling 1926, University of Michigan Ph.D. 1935 -
and Chen Pin-dji, professor of Biology - Ginling 1928, University of Michi-
gan Ph.D. 1935 - who were already in Hankow, being asked by Dr. Wu to get
in touch with the students in Wuhan to see what their opinion was, and also
to make connections with Hwa Chung, through Dr. Hsiung - formerly professor
of Phsyics at Ginling, and now at Hwa Chung.

Dr. Djang and Dr. Chen gathered the girls together, and found
that if it were possible for Ginling to arrange for them to be guest stu-
dents at Hwa Chung, that would be the arrangement that would appeal to them
most. Most of the girls who came that first day lived in one of the three
Wuhan cities - Hankow, Wuchang, and Hanyang - and their families would not
approve of them going to such a danger zone as Nenking. At this stage I was
added to the original group of three, as I had already come down from Kuling,
and was staying with friends.

Having got the opinion of the students, we got in touch with Nan-
king; and it was decided to approach Fwa Chung. Dr. Hwang Pu, the acting
president, was most kind, and said they would be willing to take up to 30
Ginling students as guest students. The students already here were about
half that number, so we then had a busy morning sending out telegrams to
girls in this district, saying that it was possible for them to study at
Hwa Chung, and urging them to come by the day of registration, which was
only two days ahead. We sent telegrams to such places as Ichang, Shasih,
Siangtan, Changsha, Anking and Wuhu; and succeeded in getting in touch with
most of the students then resident in the Central China area, which is not
one of Ginling's main centres, as we draw more from Kiangsu, Chekiang, and
the south.

When the first day of registration came, it seemed that we should
have almost 30 students, but not more than the number Hwa Chung had said they
could take. However, then came our first surprise, which involved a consid-
erable change of plan. We had understood that up to 30, our students could
be accomodated in the Vomen's Hostel at Fiwa Chung, but it seemed that Dr.
Hwang's heart was larger than his buildings, and they announced on the first
day of registering refugee students - and we were by no means the only refu-
gee students waiting to be taken in - that they could only house 20 women
students all told, and there were a good many other women students besides
ours. We alone had already over that number, and we had wired them to come,
so it seemed necessary to try and find somewhere for them to live, and to
start a Ginling Hostel.

It is one thing looking for hostel accomodation, when the possible
area of location is a large one, and you can refuse to take the students if
you cannot find the accomodation; but it is quite another thing when the lo-
cality is strietly lirited - we wanted to be as near Hwa Chung as possible
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for reasons of safety and economy - and when you already have the students
waiting to be taken in. I knew that my mission had a vacant house, as Mr.
and Mrs. Anderson, representatives of the London Missionary Society at Hwa
Chung, had not returned this semester, and the house though not on the cam-
pus, was only about a five minute walk, and quite convenient. However, when
I first asked about that, I met with a decided negative. Dr. Hsiung heard
of a Chinese house to be rented, and though it was just possible, it was not
good, for it seemed as though it would be impossible to get the requisite
number into it, and nothing else at all near was available.

That evening we - Djang Siao-sumg, Chen Pin-dji and I - felt rather
depressed, and wondered what kind of arrangements it would be possible to make,
However, others encouraged me to go ahead, and make further efforts to get the
Anderson house, which I did, and was successful. The next thing was to get
the house ready for habitation, and to secure servants. Each girl was told to
bring her own bed - camp beds could be got for about 4 dollars - and fortunate~
ly every Chinese girl always does bring her own bedding and wash-basin. Set-
ting up a hostel in China is certainly much easier than it would be in the West.
We were also fortunate in having friends. Miss Weang of the Y. We Ce Ae in
Wuchang, a Ginling graduate, secured servants for us, and lent us two dining
tables, some smaller tables, and benches - other pieces of furniture, tables,
beds etc were lent by other Ginling alumnae living in the Wuhan area; so that
apart from cooking, eating, and toilet utensils we did not have to buy much.
How much simpler to buy a pair of chopsticks than a knife, fork and spoon, but
even 8o, of course, the cost mounted up somewhat.

We had secured the promise of the house by Saturday. On Monday we
cleaned the house, put away the furniture we felt it safer not to use, distribu-
ted what was left so that each bedroom had one chest of drawers, no one could
have more than that, and generally got the house ready for use. On Tuesday we
finished the preparations more or less, and Dr. Djang and Dr. Chen, having
worked hard to get the place ready, moved in; and on Wednesday the servants
and the students arrived. Classes at Hwa Chung were due to begin that Thurs-
day, September 16th, so the students were able to go to the hostel the evening
before that. We were very licky in having friends neear. Dr. Hsiung gave us
the hospitality of his house for meals, and helped us in so many ways that I
don't know what we should have done without him; and also Miss Ginger and Miss
Lenwood of the London Missionary Society, who live next door gave us their
help and hospitality.

We were pretty crowded, as there were 20 students in all, five in
each room, and at first three faculty in one room, perhaps it would be truer
to say two and one half faculty, as I wys sleeping part of the time in Hankow.
I am doing some teaching there at the London Missionary Society Girls' School,
as well as helping in the English department in FHwa Chung. Each of the up-
stairs rooms had a room attached for washing, but the faculty was on the ground
floor, and we had to make a bathroom out of a bit of the passage by means of a
cupboard and a curtain. We had three tables for food in the living room and
used that as a combined study, dining-room and living room in one. Sixteen of
our students had originally secured places in the Hwa Ckung Women's Hostel,
but when they heard that we were getting a hostel, they took away six of those
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places, which enabled women students from other colleges, which did not have
hostels, to get in.

Having succeeded in registering 30 students,and having having se-
cured and started a hostel, the Cinling-Hwa Chung group seemed well-estab-
lished, so it seemed to the people in Nanking that it might be used as a
centre for one or two of the departments. It became quite naturally the
centre of the biology department, as four of the seniors already here were
ma joring in Biology, and Dr. Chen Pin-dji was here, and able to help them
with their theses, as well as teach an elective course in Parasitology in
the Hwa Chung Biology Department.

The College was thinking of the possibility of starting a centre
for Sociology and Geography in Siangtan, or if that was not possivle in
Wuchang, so our next arrival from Nanking was Dr. Lung of the Sociology
Department, who came to look over the/situation, and decide whether to stay
at Wuchang, or move to Siangtan in Hunan, where the promise of buildings
had already been secured. About seven of the Juniors who had already regis-
tered were sociology ma jors. It so happened that most of the sociology stu-
dents had their homes in one or other of the Wuhan cities, and were not an-
xious to go away. Also there was no word of Miss Chow, our newlyrappointed
member of the department, who was up at Peiping at Peiping Union Medical
College; and it seemed as though it would not be wise for Dr. Lung to go a-
head by himself, or even with the help of lMiss Dzo Yu-lin - Ginling, 1936 -
an assistant in the department, not then in Wuchang, but easily get-at-able
in Changsha, So they came to the decision to stay in Wuchang, in spite of
the buildings available in Siangtan.

The next word we had was that the Geography department was also
going to be centred at Wuchang, and on Friday Miss Liu En~lan, and four more
students arrived from Nankinge I em afraid we did not give them a very good
welcome, as that day we had our first and so far only real air raid. That day
the first warning, the second warning, and the planes themselves came in very
rapid succession, as it was a cloudy day, and the Japanese planes flew high
above the clouds, and were not noticed till they were almost here. We were
most of us at the tire in the Ginling Hostel, and as we had no trenches or
dug-outs available, we stayed where we were. Iwa Chung had begun, but not
finished, dug=-outs for the students on its campus, which of course were
available for our use when we were there, but they had not thea come to any
decision about digging them for the out-lying hostels. There is a hostel
for men refugee students also. Since then the warnings have come often
enough to make people feel that more precautions are necessary, so that now
trenches are being dug in front of the refugee hostels. I am sure that it
will make us feel safer, and be safer; but when you have no special place to
go to, it is rather pleasant just to stay where you are, as you can go on
doing what you were doing, which you cannot in a dug-out. On that first
raid only one or two bombs were dropped in Wuchang, and not near us, though
we could hear the thud; the main damage was in Hankow and Hanyang, and as most
of the bombs fell in a poor residential district the loss of life and limb
was high. The raid was not a long one as it only lasted a 1ittle over an hour.

Another artival about the same tire was Mr. Chen of the Chinese
department. One of Hwa Chung's Chinese teachers had been unable to return,
and they said they would be very grateful if we could send one of our Chinese
teachers, which we did. Mr. Chen like Miss Liu was impressed with the lack
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of preparations against Air-raids in Wuhan as compared with Nanking. It is,
of course, very true, but not only has Wuhan had relatively few even attempt-
ed attacks, but in Hankow at any rate the digging of dug-outs is a real prob-
lem, as one strikes water only a foot or so below the earth. In Wuchang it
is more possible to dig, and since the one real air raid, the authorities
have certainly been busier; though the weather has been so bad, that the

half finished dug-outs are more like ponds than shelters.

During this first week of classes, we had not only been concerned
with the questions of the Bociology and Geography departments, but there was
also the possibility of another move. The house which we were then occupying
was decidedly small, especially with the new arrivals. Moreover, the owners
of it were expected back in January, and we might - though we hope not - have
to stay here all year. There was another house on the opposite compound,
which was larger, and which would be available for the whole year. So within
ten days of settlement in our first hostel, we moved to a second. The house
is decidedly larger, not so much in the number of the rooms, though there are
one or two more, but in the size of them; and it is not nearly in such a good
state of repair as the Anderson house, which had just been done upe This on
the whole is an advantage - except when the roof leaks - as it is less res-
ponsibility, and we really can do very little damage to this house, even if we
tried quite hard. With 25 students, and several faculty living in an ordinary
private house, there is bound to be some wear and tear. This house also had some
furniture, though not so much, and the dining-room was decidedly larger, so we
could put in the four tables that we now needed. The faculty are also better
off, in that we now actually have a sitting-room. We are living on the ground
floor in the room that would normally be the living room, opening out of that is
a small room which wan be used as a study, and again opeming out of that is a
little room, made out of part of the veranda. It has an old sink in it, and

makes a quite convenient bath-room, but we have to divide it into two by a
cupboard and a curtain, in order to make a room for the smah.

At this stage there were four faculty in residence, and Miss Li Dze-
djen also paid us some visits, but she had temporarily taken a job at St. Hilda's,
a middle school for Girls under the American Church Mission about 20 minutes
from Hwa Chung. Miss Dzo Yu-lin had also arrived from Changsha, but at first
was living with a friend in Wuchang. Our next arrival was liiss Chow from
Peiping. She got the wire Ginling sent through the American Embassy asking her
to come, and had arrived after a nine day's journey. The journey, though long
tedious, uncomfortable and crowded had not been as bad as it might have been.
She seemed in good spirits, and, though I am sure she had come from comfortable
living quarters at P. U. M. C., seemed quite willing to occupy the fifth bed
in the Ginling faculty bed-room.

Miss Chow and Dr. Lung got busy planning the work of the Bociology
department. They are giving two additional courses to those offered by Hwa
Chung, are giving help to Dr. Chen of Hwa Chung in the courses already organ-
ized and are also arranging practical work for our students, for which Fwa
Chung makes no provision. They have been fortunate in securing the coopera=-
tion of the Y. W. Ce A., through Miss Wang, a Ginling graduate and ma jor in
Sociology and also of the General Hospital of the American Church Mission.
The Yo We Ce A. has an Industrial Centre for factory girls in some of the
cotton mills here, anc our students are doing some work there for the course
in Community Organization; while the American Mission Hospital is giving them
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certain cases for the practical work in case studies. Niss Dzo Yu=lin is
helping in the oversight of the practical work, and is also undertaking the
housekeeping of the hostel, which up till them Dr. Djang had been nobly doing,
as well as beingz the Chairman of our group, with all the responsibility that
that involved, and teaching an elective course in the Psychology department
in Hwa Chung. There are now six beds in the faculty bed-room, and we are
debating whether there is room for a seventh or not.,

The geography department has also organized itself, as Miss Liu is
gilving one course in Hwa Chung, which offers only one course in Geography, in
its Economics Department - they had a visiting teacher for this, but she was
delighted to hand over the course to Niss Liu - and two courses for our own
students. Ve have moved out of the Anderson house, but the mission has allowed
us to retain the use of it for this term. So the Sociology and geography de-
partment have each taken one room downstairs for a study, and the third room
is used for a class-room.

With the biology, sociology and geography departments dentred here,
the next problem was that of the music department. We had three music ma jors
registered, but as Hwa Chung's music teacher, coming out from Amerioca for the
first time, was delayed and has finally stayed in Hong Kong, there was no music
at all available. We had been in communication with Mrs. Yeh at Changsha, kiss
Sutherland, who was still in Nanking, had also spoken and written of the possi-
bility of her coming up. Finally after some telephoning, and a good deal of writ-
ing backwards and forwards, ¥iss Sutherland has arrived. She was most welcome,
not only for herself, as a person, and as a teacher of music, but because she
brought with her forty pieces of btaggage, most of which contained winter cloth-
ing for the students here, which they had left, according to their custom, in
the Ginling attics for the summer, They are most of them feeling pretty hard
up, and were not desirous of buying more, so they were delighted to see it
arrive. Miss Sutherland must have had quite a time with it, as the British
boats no longer dock at Nanking, but have moved up the river out of the danger
zone, and she and the luggage had to be hoisted on board.

As liss Sutherland is going to help teach Hwa Chung students, who
have already registered for music, the Hwa Chung authorities found accomodation
for her on the campus, as they had done for ¥r. Chen, and she is at the moment
staying with the Kemps. But she is anxious to Join the Ginling hostel, and if
she slept on the veranda there wou:ld be room, I hardly think another bed could
be put inside, and the drawer space at the moment is nil. Ve have one cupboard,
which has hanging accomodation on one side, and shelves on the other. THe boxes
of the Faculty are either piled discreetly behind the sofas iu the sittingeroom,
or else piled on top of each other, covered with a white cloth, and used as a
table in the bed=room. There are bed-rooms available in the Anderson house,
of which we are using the downstairs for class rooms, and we have thought of
moving half the faculty and a few students over there. But it would mean
extre expenses in various ways - heat, light etc, and nobody, with the rather
drastic outs in salaries, is feeling very well off; so up to date we have not
moved.

The students have organized themselves and have a chairmary and
secretary, and some one in charge of each room. The Faculty are dismiding
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up amongst themselves on different days the responsibility for giving per-
missions. Very much the same rules are followed as in Ginling, but the
students who have homes in this area go home frequently over night. With

the possibility of air raids at any time, one does not like to refuse a student
permission to be at home if she and the family so desires. We have a short
prayer meeting every night after supper taken three times a wepk by students,
and twice a week by faculty. On Sunday there are services at Hwa Chung and

in the neighboring churches.

The girls are, and faculty are, of course, taking part in the va-
rious war-time organizations that have been organized by Hwa Chung. In ad-
dition through the Y. W. C. A. we have bought, and are making as a group,
garments for the wounded soldiers.

Living conditions are pretty crowded, as you can see, for faculty
and students alike, and the fact that all the water has to be carried does
not make things easier. But everybody realises that under present conditions
we are lucky to have a place in which to live, a library in which to read, and
laboratories and class-rooms in which to study, and while we think with longing
of our beautiful and convenient quarters at Ginling, and hope to be able to re-
turn there before long, we are trying to take all that ocomes to us of life's
minor inconveniences in a good spirit, and are grateful to Hes Chung for their
hospitality. We give them not only gratitude but some help in the curriculum,
as Miss Liu, Dr. Lung, Dr. Djang, Dr. Chen, Mr. Chen, Miss Sutherland and my=
self are all helping in some way in their teaching schedule; either by helping
with courses already started, offering additional electives, taking students
for whom they had no teacher, or teaching some of the extra divisions » 88 in
English, which have had to be formed as a result of their influx of refugee stu~
dents .

This has been mainly self-centred as it dealt with the problems of
the Ginling group, not with China at war. DBut it is just one example of the
adaptation and adjustment that is needed to carry on even a small piece of
one institution under conditions of a war, which strikes not at one place in
China, but everywhere, and keeps everybody in a state of tension. A war which
is so unjustifiable in its aims and procedures that it is hard at times to be-
lieve that it is really true. However, it 1s, and all we can do is to try and
carry on where possible, which takes up much of our time, and also try to do
what we can in the gensral effort that is being made to bring relief to the
wounded and suffering.

We will try later to send shorter articles of rather a snappier
nature. This I know is rather long and dull, but it will give you the main
background of our life here.
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LONDON MISSION,
HANEKOW,
November 2nd, 1937.

Dear Friends,

I think the last word that many of you have heard from me was
a brief two pages sometime round about last Xmas. Since then much
has happened, but everything that took place before this terrible war
overtook China seems 80 remote, that it is hardly possibls to remem ber
it, let alone write about it.

Even the Sian Coup d’'Etat, and the dramatic release of Chiang
Kai-shek, the news of which we heard at Ginling just as the Faoulty
were sitting down to their Xmas dinner, exciting and important as
they were seem like the events of last century. KEven more all the
ordinary events of last term interesting and worthwhile as they were
at the time such as one of the Spring vacation trips, when a mixed group
of Faculty (Chinese and foreign, men and women), students, alumnae,
alumnae’s husband and friends, and a German teacher of music from
Central University speunt five days on a trip to Hwang Shan, a famous
mountain in Anhwei, two nights being spent in temples on the top of
the mountains amongst perfectly magnificent scenery;— or the
baptism of three seniors—or the usual end of term events and the
farewells to students and faeu)ty alike— seem hardly worth even a
passing mention, so quickly has the war era made everything else
seem remote and far off.

Most of my summer holidays were spent at Kuling, with a very
good Chinese friend of mine, and her three sisters in the house which
they jointly own. But for the first week or so in July, I went to a
Student Conference held at Puto Shan, the Buddhist Sacred Island near
Ningpo. It was interesting in many ways, the place is most attractive,
and we had lovely weather; but one realises that g young Church does
not have at its disposal the richness of leadership such as we are blest
with at Swanick and other Student conferences, I shared a room—
among others—with Tsai Kwei, a Ginling alumnae who is acting General
Secretary of the Y.W. since Miss Ting’s death. I found her very
interesting and stimulating. She was one of the speakers and spoke
well, but the students seemed for the most part rather uninterested in
the serious discussions, and lighted up mainly at the discussions
of such topies as the ‘' Relation of the Two Sexes,” “Should Married
Women Go On Working,” “My Ideal Husband,” ete. Theoretically, of
course, they were much concerned with the national situation (pot
that it had then reached its present acute condition, the trouble in the
north began when we were still at Puto, and we didn’t get much news),
and some of them were really much in earnest; but they have lived
with it so long, it has been so much pressed upon them, that while
they thought it was a burning topic with them, I doubt if it was, and
they turned with relief, natural to the young, to more personal topies,
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I only had a very short stay in Shanghai on my return from
Puto, though I managed to see several people, and stayed for the last
time in No. .80 Choaufoong Road, Nellie Murray had already left for
Peitaiho, but Miss Bain was there. I have stayed thers so offen, and
it 18 80 much my home in Shanghai that I find it very hard to realise
that it is reduced to practically nothing. Most of our compound
including the Medhurst Boys' School, and the Girle’ School was
destroyed, though in certain cases shells of the buildings were left,
but that particular block of houses was reduced to the condition of
which it was literally true to say, that not ‘' one brick was left upon
another’’. The people actually on the compound on August 13th
fared worse than~any others in the matter of possessions, as they left
in the morning expecting to be back to lunch, and never got back at
all until all the fighting in that area was over, and so had nothing
but what they stood up in. The people away for the summer had at
least their summer clothing with them, and those on furlough all their
personal property.

.I had a very peaceful journey up the Yangtsze on a China
Merchant boat, on which I was the only woman, and the only foreigner.
My journey on that boat, where I was travelling first class (foreign
style), and had a cabin all to myself, contrasted very vividly with the
journey on the boat from Shanghai to Ningpo and back, when I
travelled with the students in the cheapest class, where one lay side
by side, row above row, the smell was not too good, and the mere
thought of a wreck a nightmare! But as we glided up the peaceful
Yangtzse, the news was sufficient to make the peace of the landscape
geem rather misleading, and superficial.

When 1 first got up to Kuling, Dr.- Wu was still there with a
group of notables from all walks of life, called together by General
Chiang to discuss in friendly fashion the policies of the nation. It
was a very representative group, and included members of parties
other than the Kuomingtang. Three such conferences had been
planned, but the news was such that the first was the only one that
General Chiang attended, and even  that was cut short. Dr. Wu
reported the spirit of the Conference as being very free and outspoken,
a thing much to be desired in a ceuntry where there is the rule of
only one party, and all opposition tends to be regarded as illegal, and
resented as being out of place. But I am afraid the really liberal
and progressive spirit in which these conferences were planned will
be one of the war-time casualties.

At the beginning of the time at Kuling we did mu¢h as one does
on a holiday—walks, pienics, swimming, seeing friends, having
Ginling re-unions, reading, writing letters (though not nearly all I
meant to), going to some meetings (not very many) and generally
having a pleasant time. But from the beginning there was the
additional pursuit of trying to get as much news as possible. At
first we were pretty well supplied, there was a Chinese mewspaper
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published in Kuling, and English papers came through from Hankow,
Nanking, und Shanghai: but later on the Chinese newspaper stopped,
the Shanghai papers did not come through at all, and the others very
irregularly for a time, and then several days late. But there con-
tinued to be radio reports daily in both English and Chinese, and one
went out everyday once at least, and generally twice to see both the
Chinese and English notice boards.

From the beginning the news was bad, the bombing of Tientsin
seemed terrible, and things got steadily worse. When the trouble
broke in Shanghai, it seemed as though there was nothing that might
not happen, and indeed I still feel that way, especially at*the mo-
ment, with the news of the capture of Soochow and the inevitable
advance on Nanking—though in between there have been times when
there seems something of a lull, and perhaps for two or three weeks
things remain about the same. But that first month in Kuling after
August 13th, horror seemed piled on horror, and always something
new. 1 know the death of Dr. Rawlinson, the shooting of Sir Hugh
Knatehbull-Hugessen, and even the bombings of Nanking, especially
the first two, are relatively small incidents in the large scale slaughter
now going on in China but the fact that I knew the people personally
(though only slightly) and the city well brought it all before me in a
very vivid way,

Kuling itself was relatively peaceful, though we had air raid
warnings several times, turned out all the lights, heard the hum of
aeroplanes overhead, and once, at least, the far-off explosions of bombs
in Kiukiang. One beautiful full moonlit night, when half Kuling had
gone, or was going, for a picnic at a famous spot from which to see the
moon rise, we heard the air raid warning. There was one policeman
at the spot who asked us all to take shelter in the small police hut,
with my natural tendency to obedience, I began to go, but the Chinese
friends I was with said that it was no use (which indeed was true),
and we had better stop where we were, as we had one of the best
spots on the ridge; more and more psople continued to arrive, and the
police gave up the unequal struggle of getting them all to take shelter,
indeed the hut would have been like the black hole of Calcutta if
we had tried. Nothing further happened until we were back in
Kuling, when the second warning went, but even then the planes
themselves did not come. The last week I was up at Kuling, Dze-djen
and I attended a course of first aid classes, and even took the rather
impromptu exam that was given at the end.

There are always a good many discussion groups of various kinds
up at Kuling, one was started this time to take up various questions
in preparation for the conference that was to have been held at
Hangchow, but is now going to be held in India. Actually it turned
itself into a discussion of the present situation, especially what should
be the attitude of Christians towards it, and at times more particularly
tha attitude of the missionary. This was particularly relevant towards
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the end of August, as it looked for a time as though the Americans
were going to try and evacuate all their nationals from China, and
there seemed as though there might be a regular exodus., Discussions
of that kind are always interesting, at least I find them so, but I must
admit that the right attitude for Christians in the present situation is
very hard to arrive at. One is so fearfully hampered by the fact that
the Church’s thinking on the subject of war has been for the most
part almost non-existent. With the honourable exception of the
Friends, all branches of the Church, and almost all the members
(until very recently ) have accepted the fact that while it is wrong to
have twe wives, and also wrong to murder, it is quite all right to kill
as many people as you possibly can, provided it is your government
that tells you to do so. Most of the group discussing the question
inclined to the Pacifist position for themselves, and in regard to their
own nations, but they none of them felt very much like telling the
Chinese that it was wrong for them to fight under the provoeation
that the Japanese had given them. And yet if there are no absolutes
in this matter, where are you?. I know, of course, that from one
point of view any absolute is like a mountain peak, at which you
never arrive, but which is always one further on, but if you have
them, even if only in your mind, at least you climb upwards, however
slowly and painfully, but once you being justifying that which you
know to be intrinsically against the Chyristian law of love, you are on
a very slippery slope, which may land you in a very difficult and
awkward position. In any case the Christian witness on the subject
of war is so divided and hesitating that what can you say to the
Christian Chinese? I doubt if we have any right to say anything, only
stay by, do all we can to help, and try not to be bitter ourselves,
which isn’t so easy, with the Japanese doing what they are doing, and
on the other hand saying that the war is a war of self-defence for
them, and that they are only doing it to secure the friendship and
co-operation of the Chinese. I must own I take off my hat to any
Chinese who can come through this without a very deep and lasting
sense of bitterness with Japan, and disillusion with the Western
powers. A few of them will be fine enough to manage it. but it is
heart rending to think what is going to be the future attitude of the
thoughtful Chinese, as a result of this war.

Naturally, as the time for the opening of term drew near one
began to wonder what Ginling would do. Dr. Wu, Mrs. Tsen
(our matron), Miss Vautrin, Miss Sutherland, and several other Chinese
faculty were at Ginling, and a few students who had been there
during the summer vacation. The opening wase first postponed until
September 20th, and then as Nanking became more and more of a
target for air raids, it was decided to try and make arrangements for
Ginling students in other centres. We got through once to Nanking
by long distance telephone, and Dr. Wu asked Dze-djen to stay up at
Kuling pro tem, in case they thought of moving up there, and then
she could make enquiries. I had already suggested to Dr, Wu that I
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come down to Hankow, as I thought I miight be useful here, either in
the girls’ school that our mission has in Hankow, or at the Christian
University at Hwa Chung, and she said it was alright for me to do so,
provided I made it clear that if Ginling wanted me, I should have to
leave at once.

My journey to Hankow was relatively uneventful, the boat was
crowded, as all boats were at that time, and very much delayed, so
we got on it almost a day later than we expected. But in summer it
i8 no hardship to sleep out on deck, and I had a camp bed with me.
The same conditions in the kind of weather we have had just lately—
cold and wet—would be very different, and I am afraid the people
who are crowding on the boats now to get away from Nanking, and
other lower Yangtsze ports atre having a terrible time of it. I came
down with several members of the mission, and we really had a very
pleasant time. I was met at the boat by Miss Moody, who teaches in
the girls’ school here, and came back with her to this compound on
which there are two foreign houses, one of which is flatted, and the
girls’ school. Miss Moody has the ground floor flat in the house that
is divided. It is a pleasant compound, and this part of Hankow,
which is the old British Concession, is a tidy orderly kind of city,
though there is nothing very wonderful or inspiring about Hankow
itself, which is as flat as a pancake.

I got in touch straight away with Djang Siao-sung and Chen
Pin-dji, who had recently come here from Nanking, and found there
was an effort being made to get in touch with the Ginling students in
the Wuhan cities (Hankow, Hanyang and Wuchang), and find out
what their ideas were. There seemed nothing of immediate
importance to be done, so as Miss Moody was going to Siaokap, one of
our country stations about three hours up the line towards Peiping, I
went with her. The weather was frightfully hot just over that
week-end, and my memory of Siaokan is covered with a haze of heat,
and sleep. It is in any case a very peaceful spot, we have a hospital,
quite a good one for a country town, a Church, a school for women,
a Lepers’ Home, and a primary school for girls and boys, which has
just added three years of Junior middle school for girls: it is a new
venture, and Miss Moody was going out in connection with that.
Everything there seemed very pleasant and peaceful, and the Lepers’
Home is really very attractive, even with its occupants. I read a
certain amount of literature on the subject while I was there, and
became quite interested in the question of whether it was better to go
in for entire and complete segregation, or try to establish clinics,
where you ftreat early cases by inoculation. It appears that many of
the worst cases in the home have ceased to be infect.iou_s, when the
disease reaches a certain stage it turns itself out. The main difficulty
in the curative treatment is that the patient will never confess soon
enough to having the disease, and it depends largely upon the patient
himself. 8o that it“is'quite a problem.
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January 17th, 1938.

I am afraid this letter has taken a long time to get finished, and
has been written very much in two parts.

When I got back to Hankow after ;113' trip to Siaokan, I found
that everything was underway for having a group of Ginling students
8o to Hwa Chung as guest students, so we sent out wires to the
students living in this general area telling them the date of registration.
When it came to the day we found that we should have over 30
students, and Hwa Chung, who had originally said they could take in
20 at least, now said it was 20 refugee students (girl) in all for hostel
accommodation, 8o we had to look for a hostel. Fortunately, the
London Mission had a vacant house, and after a little exertion we
secured the loan of that, and later on succeeded in getting yet another
house, which as being the larger we used for the hostel, and the first
house we used ag class rooms, and later on some of the faculty slept
there. Starting a hostel in China is not as difficult as it would be in
England, students in any case bring their own bedding, and wash
bowls, and we just told them to add a bed of sorts; also bowls and
chop sticks are much easier to buy than the corresponding complement
of knives, forks, spoons, plates, etc., would be. However, even so
there was quite a lot to do, and Djang Siao-sung and Chen Pin-dji
had a busy time. ' Still they managed to have all ready by the day
before registration.

As the authorities in Navking had decided to make this the
centre of the Sociology and Geography Departments, those faculty

gradually arrived in Wuchang, Dr. Lung from Nanking, Liu En-lan
from Shantung via Nanking, Miss Chow from Peiping, Miss Dzo
Yu-lin from Changsha, and Mr. Chen of the Chinese Department from
Nanking. Finally Miss Sutherland also arrived, and that completed
what could be called the working faculty at Wuchang. The Hostel
took care of 24 students, and seven Faculty, the latter all sleeping
together in a large room downstairs. We really got on very well
indeed, all things considered, though perhaps I should not speak as I
was only there for three nights a week, and so had a change of the
rather crowded conditions. The reason why I lived in two places
was that I was teaching in I Hsun, the L.M.S. girls’ middle school in
Hankow, as well as at Hwa, Chung, so I slept in both places, and did
& good deal of crossing of the river, which I rather enjoyed than
otherwise. The ferry is really quite comfortable, though latterly,
since the population of Wuhan has increased, rather crowded, and
the Yangtsze itself has a certain fascination. T was teaching English
in both places, and I have come to the conclusion that it is an
extraordinarily difficult subject to teach, and be sure that you are
really getting somewhere, it is quite easy to pass the time of day
quite pleasantly during the class hour, but really to feel that they
have increased their mastery of the language, is very hard indeed.
Still T found it quite interesting for a change.
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I spent three nights regularly in Hankow, and three in Wuchang,
the seventh night—Saturday—I spent in different places, sometimes
out at St. Hilda's (Wuchang) with Dze-djen, who had taken a job
there for the term, once out at Griffith John College, our boys' school
six miles outside Hankow, and so on. Many of the girls in the hostel
went home over the week-end, and I had the freest Sunday that I
have had since I was in China.

The-actual concrete difference that the war made in our life in
this centre was at first mainly air raids. During September and the
beginning of October there were several, and you seemed to expect
the warning about twice a week. One was at night, on a perfect
moonlight night, and lasted for about two and a half hours, but
mostly they seemed to come in the latter part of the afternoon.
They were a bit noisy, of course, but after the first one, when the
Japanese plane did really seem to be very near, 1 have not felt that I,
personally, was very likely to be hit, (and one becomes at these
moments a terrible egoist, though afterwards one recovers one’s
interest in others), though I feel far more exposed that I did in
London during the air raids; Havnkow or Wuchang seem so small,
and the Japanese aeroplanes so many, while in London I always felt
like a needle in a hay stack, quite unfindable by any bomb. Most of
the first lot of air raids came before dug-outs were finished, so during
that time I never went intc one, also in Hankow it is very hard,
almost impossible, to build them, because the water is so near the
surface; 8o here you can stay comfortably on the ground floor of your
house, with an easy conscience. For a time there seemed to be
hardly any, but lately they seem to have started again, and I have

passed a certain amount of time, though not very long, in various
dug-outs.

Then of course there were the wounded soldiers, refugees, and
war works of various kinde, and above all the news. Actually I am
afraid I personally have not done very much for the soldiers, but
some of our faculty and alumnae discovered really terrible conditions
among the soldiers who were being moved from one place to another,
and were successful, with the help of others, in organising a rest
station, where the worst cases might be treated before being sent on.
In a country like China where modern organisation is relatively new,
and they are waging war on such a large scale and so many fronts,
you can imagine how easily conditions would become terrible, and the
conditions under which the wounded soldiers travel from the time
they leave the battle field, to the time they reach the hospitals hardly
bear thinking about. However, of course they should be thought
about, and the National Christian Council is trying to organise units
to take care of them at different important centres on the lines of
communieations ; but there is a good deal of red tape, ete., and things
do not move very quickly. Refugees have also been pouring in, and
though the government is doing its best to move them on, there
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are & good many still here. Since the schools closed at the end of
December, most of the Christian middle school in Wuhan have
become refugee camps for civilians, though I don’t think they account
for more than a 1,000 all told.

About the end of November, we all can began getting worried
about Nanking, and people from there began streaming up here. The
University had opened, but after the fall of Soochow, and the shifting
of the capital, they decided to move to Chengtu, and en .route for
there they arrived here in their hundreds, more faculty and families
than students. We had only a few faculty at Ginling, no students,
but the re;na.ining Chinese women faculty, except Mrs. Tsen came on
up here, leaving just a small committee of Mrs. Tsen (our matron),
Miss Veutrin and Mr. Francis Chen (our business manager) t6 look
after buildings, refugees, etc. Dr. Wu was the last to arrive, and
only got out just in time, as it was shortly after that the British ships
at Wuhu were bombed, and shipping on that part of the Yangtsze
practically stopped—except of course for the Japanese. She had been
very reluctant to leave, but the Women’s War Relief Association, in
which she had been very prominent had moved away, and certainly
we needed her very badly here to decide what we should do for next
term ; as after Nanking had fallen people felt that Wuhan would be
the next big objective, and there was also a bit of left wing agitation
among the students (mninly directed I think against any thought of
peace), 80 that everybody was getting very restless, and did not want
to plan to stay in Wuchang for the next semester.

We were all delighted to see her, though because of the difficulty
of getting correct information about the boats, not a soul was there to
meet her. She seemed pretty well, I thought, all things considering;
but it is very clear that she is under a great strain. She is, of course,
deeply concerned with the future of the college, but that is a small-
maftter compared with the future of the country, and she sees to the
full the danger that it is in, not only because of the policy of the
Japanese (and the least said about that the better), but because of its
own weaknesses, which are even harder to bear. All thoughtful
Chinese are enduring agony just now, one can only hope and pray that
such agony will be redemptive in the fullest sense of the word.

Those days after she arrived were not particularly pleasant, it
was very hard to get accurate news of what was happening in Nanking,
the bombing of the British warships, and the sinking of the Panay
did not seem to indicate an exactly friendly attitude to foreigners, and
altogether one felt rather too anxious for it to be pleasant. We heard
fairly soon that all foreigners were safe, but that of eourse told us
nothing about the Chinese faculty members, and then it seemed as the
news gradually came through that worse things had happened after
the newspaper correspondents had left than before, so one didn’t
koow if even that was true. Apparently terrible things did happen,
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but the safety zone was some help. e did not get direct word until
January 7th, when we received a telegram from Miss Vautrin which
said :—

“Inform Wu I-fang and Units staff safe. Ono servant still
missing. Academic buildings uninjured. Sheltering approximately
ten thousand women and children. Many reasons for deep thanks-
giving Vautrin,”

So that was fairly re-assuring, and a later telegram from
the University, though it said that injuries among families had
been more serious and that many residences had been robbed, was on
the whole along the same lines. We knew already that the faculty
houses had been looted of “trinkets”’, whatever that may be, I mean
the faculty houses at Ginling, and I daresay it was looting on a fairly
large scale. They say the Japanese are very thorough going about it
in some places, and cart the things off by lorry, ete., and ship them
back to Japan.

Nanking has been very much cut off from the outside world this
last month, and we long to know more details of what happened, bui
I suppose we shall have to wait as patiently as we cau for fuller details.
When Dr. Wu first got here, she was rather thinking that perhaps it
was our duty as a Christian school to go back to Nanking as soon as
possible even under occupation; but it doesn’t look at the moment as
Yhough that was very feasible. According to recent newspaper accounts
the land between Shanghai and Nanking has been piactically denuded
of inhabitants, and it would be like living in the middle of a wilder-
ness. The amount of human suffering and misery that this waris
causing to countless thousands, even millions of pecple, is unthinkable;
and so little of the ground in that region is now being tilled, that
famine is likely to follow. There was an account in the paper on
Saturday of a city near Shanghai were there used to be a population
of 100,000, in which a foreigner found only five old men. The
Japanese say they are only waging war on the Chinese government,
and have come to liberate the Chinese people, but it certainly does not
look like it.

After her arrival here, and discussion of the situation with stu-
dents and faculty, Dr. Wu decided to divide the group into two parts
One group of students and faculty should move on up to Chengtu, and
be guest students for the next semester at West China University, and
some of the Faculty (and students if they wished), should go back to
Shanghai and help with our unit there. We have had a few members
of the faculty in Shanghai, Miss Chester, Miss Kirk, Hwang Li-ming
and others, and they have been running a Ginling office, and helping
the students to register at either St. John’s or Shanghai University,
and we have about 50 students there. Next term there may be
rather different plans, and Dr. Wu wanted to add to the number of
faculty there. In the end four faculty (including Liu En-lan and
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Wang Ming-djen) went there, and a party of a little over 20 (faculty
and students) left for Chengtu. The faculty to go up to Chengtu were
Djang Sioa-sung, Chen Pin-dji, Miss Chow, Dr. Lung, and Mr. Cheng
Chung-fang, but probably others will be going up there in driblets.
The week before and after Xmas were full of departures, travelling
by neither boat or train is easy these days, there are so many more
people who want to than can, and you just have to take bookings when
you get them. So psople had to get off in rather a hurry, and with
such accommodations as _they could. Part of the group went up to
Ichang in the hold of the boat, but they were with good company in
the shape of the University people and the company makes the biggest
difference, Not only Ginling was on the move those weeks, but there
were two international trains for Hong Kong, and the “ Capetown,"”
getting a chance to slip down the river before the booms were put
across below Kiukiang, took women and children on board.

Since then, though we have had several air raide, the military
situation has—up to date—not developed so rapidly, and it looks as
though Wuhan will not be captured quite immediately. Some of our
students have remained here, or in their homes near by, and if Hwa
Chung is able to open next term they will go there. At the moment
Miss Sutherland is also staying on here, as her music majors are in
this district, and she does not feel she is urgently needed in Chengtu.

At first Dr. Wu decided that she wanted me to go to Shanghai
after I had helped close up things here, and hand back to the L. M.S.,
as I had been responsible for getting the houses from them. They
said that probably the International train on December 30th would
be the last, so I got a booking on the plane on January 12th, then she
thought she was not quite so certain, so I postponed my booking, till
January 25th, wrote a long and complicated letter to Ruth, and
waited to hear both from Miss Chester, and Dr. Wu, who flew to
Chungking on January 3rd, and to Chengtu on January 9th. I have
now heard from both, and they both point in the direction of Shang-
hai, so I am now expecting to go to Hong Kong on January 25th, and
from there to Shanghai. I am sending this letter ahead of me to
Hong Kong, and getting it printed there, as it is a much better place
to send it off from than either here or Shanghai, for obvious reasons
in both cases.

[ don't exactly know where I shall be living or working in
Shanghai, but the following address will always find me:—

' ¢/o Miss NELLIE MURRAY,
London Mission,

Missions Buildings,
169, Yuen Ming Yuen Road,
Shanghai.
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I gather that perhaps one should be a little careful what you
say, as the Japanese have taken over the post office.. But I should be
very appreciative of letters, and home news would be harmless.

I have just been reading a book called “The Menace of Japan,”
if I had read it previous to all this, I am sure I should have thought
it over sensational, and some of the chapters—such as. that on
Buddhism are, I am sure, one-gided—but really in the light of what
they are doing now it seems quite credible. The author is a man
called O'Conroy, who married a Japanese wife, and does admire the
Japanese women, but not the Japanese men. Their complete sense of
divine right is extraordinarily dangerous, and I feel as though there
should be .a peaceful invasion of Japan by every possible means
through missionary societies, prayer, efc., to try and get a larger
number of them to see how impossible their military policy is.

One hears gallant stories of the Japanese Christians, but for the
most. part they are stifled by the mass of government propaganda,
and their complete ignorance of what is going on. On the night after
Nanking had been taken, we heard the English news announcement
from Tokyo, and it said that the Japanese had entered Nanking, and
that the Chinese people were now safe under the Japanese army.
I know, of course, that Chinese troops also loot, ete., and that many
of them are not beloved by the Chinese people, but the fear of the
Japanese troops far outruns that of the Chinese, as does their be-
haviour; but probably the Japanese all think of them as models of
disoipline and restraint. However, there is no point to all this
disoursive comment, as you probably have better information than I
do, and I have not yet had any personal contact with our friend the
enemy, though doubtless I shall have in Shanghai, and still more if I
try to return to Nanking to help Miss Vautrin out a bit, though the
chances of that are not hopeful.

Remember that though this letter is printed, it is private, and
though there is nothing of any special interest or importance in it
it has expressed my opinions somewhat about the Japanese, so keep
it within private circulation only.

Pray for both these countries, that an honourable and just
peace may yet be found. If the present war goes on the future
hardly bears thinking of.

With all good wishes for the New Year, still as I write in its
first month,

Yours with love,
EVA D. SPICER.
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London Mission,
Hankow.
December 2, 1937

Dear Rebecca:

I am afraid it is sometime since you heard from me, though I know that several letters
have gone to you from others members of the Faculty. I believe Dr. Reeves has already sent
you En=-lan's description of wounded soldiers in transit, but I am en¢losing & copy of the
appeal which was put in the papers, for which she was largely responsible. It is signed as
you will notice by the Hwe Chung Wartime Service Corps, but it really should have been also
signed by the YeWeCeAsin Wucheang, of which Wang Yin-an, one of our alumnae, is the secre-
tary, and also by the Ginling Group in Hwa Chung - as it was Wang Yin-an and Liu En-lan who
really got the thing going, but Hwa Chung is behind it too nowe

I am also enclosing Liu En-lan's original letter to Bishop Roots asking for help, of
course I mean a copy of that letter, I don't think this should be used as it stands, as the
criticism of Wuhan etce should be left out, though it is very true that there is a pitiful
lack of organization here at the momente But I daresay you have already had whet Dr. Reeves
sent, I am just sending this in case the other didn't turn up, or something. Better to

have too many than too fewe.

We are expecting Dr. Wu up here any moment now, they were due to leave Neanking yester-
day, but we don't know whether they got off or not, as thesboat they expected to leave on
did not get as far as Nanking. Poor dear, she must be feeling pretty worn out and alto=
gether shastly. The whole situation is pretty unbearable. Students here are beginning to
get pretty restless, ours have been fairly quiet so far, all waiting for Dre. Wu to come,
Just one has gone whose home is up river. But the students in other places are some of
them very restless, and we hear thet Wuhen is disbending, but I don't know whether that is
true or note It seems a pity that the students can't be orgenized to do something worth
while, but the problem of orgenizing voluntary labor, except in smell groups, is one that
has not yet been tacklede.

Four more members of the Ginling faculty have arrived during the last ten days or so,
and we are lucky in having room for them, as we had the extra bedrooms in the Anderson
housee The University of Nanking have come up with about 200 students enroute for Chengtu,
but heaven knows when they will be able to get there, and in the meantime they are ceamped
all over the gym etc. a2t Hwa Chung, who was expecting them for two dayse

I am hoping Dre Wu will stey in the London }ission, with me at any rate to begin with,
as it is more comforteble, end the problems of Ginline and the next move will not be so mucl
on top of her. I gather she is thinking of going on to Chengtu to see about conditions there,
but I rather doubt whether we have enough students who could or would go there to meke it
worth while, however, that is not my business at the moment.

Life is beginning to be something of a strain, it isn't so much that anything has hap-
pened here much, except refugees and wounded soldiers, but it is the uncerteinty, and the
feeling that the Japanese are making rether continuous progress. IHowever we shall doubtless
get our second wind quite soon.

I am trying to get the Sociology Department to write up their work among the factory
girls, which should be quite interestinge I don't think at the moment there is much else
of interest - except of course this rest station which they have got going, but En-len
didn't want to write about that again till it had been going a little longer, then she will
write againe

Pray for us Rebecca that we all have the needed faith and calme Love to you from,

-

Eva
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o/o Dr Towers,
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Dear Robecca

iam afreid I have not been good about writing since I got back
to sShanghal, but I thought offelally that it was beeing iaken care of by
others, and I had wrltten you about the weund- wind up of things at
Wuchang, however, I really did mean to write bofore thise

Just to deal first of all with the question about “nid LI

Lla Bao-ylng. She has taught since she gradusted from uinling in 1929, few
at our L.M.S glrls' school in Changcow, near Amoy. ﬁver;nody speaks very
highly indeed of her, I went domm . there myself one winter's hollday, and
the verdlct was completely unanimous. She was not the principal of the
school, an older women of considereble standing in the community was that,
but for most of the time she was acting as the dean, and had a lot to do wk
the internal running of the schoole She was both a good tecacher and a good
afministratore.

1t was because of the excellent servlice tiimt she had rende
ed for eight years, that the District Cammitte of the London mlssinnary
Society asked that she be glven a Wardlaw Thomson Scholarshlp for subdy
in England, about the only fdnd that we have avallible for study abroade
It 1s glven only to men or women who have already graduated from some golle
In Chine, and who hawe done good service and are likady to come backe
It 1s only good for a year. She has been for this year, as you

prcbably already know, at Carey Hall, one of a group of colleges at Selly
Oak ontside Birmingham. ©he has been studying for the “ambridge Teachex
Certificate( or Diploma} I am not quite suwe which it j?) anyrat- she has
passed I understand the practical exam, and will probab¥y pass the theore
ical,

If 1t was possible for her to got & scholarship in America, I
should be very glad indeed. Once they are abroad, it scens to me that
they mipht, 1f possible stay for a second yeares The condition of the schod]
1s somewhat 'mcertain at the moment, the Educational Yommissioner in
Fuklen has been trying to cut down the number of m'ddle .schools, =nd for
th moment they mre not allowed to take a new Senkdp li'ddle school class,
her younrer slster im finishing with us this term, sand I know that she
(Enid) has written home about her desire to stay longers I havent actuall
heard from anybody 'n “hangchow what they think about he taying for a te
or so longer, but I am sure she can be trusted to clear that vith them, '
and the n mbers are vory much down at the moment, for a variety of recasonse
incliding bombse Changechow has always been a military coiire of some impox
tancey th-ugh I dont know whether they have any soldgker:s guartered there n
Oor note $o 1f 1t is possible for hmaything to b arranged, I sho
be ver  glad indeedy, and I would be glad to try and help towards her 1living
expenas fe I hope I have given you all the necessary informetione
I am sendins two coples of this letter, one by clipper, snd one the Empresg

EEE
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We are asking ®athleen Baxter, who is a friend of minc, her father 1is
the 3ecretary of the LeM.S in Chinga, to bring the films to ‘
é;sails on the ~mpress of C(Canadae tée-morrow, and is emen going fairly,straigk
-\ through to New Yorke They are coples of one that Yohn Mageoc took on two
rnY separate occaslons &b Ginling, You will probably want to slter the order,
but one film only arrived in shanghai the middle #f this week, so that we
dldnt have time to do anything of that kind, only just time to get the
coplos made., We saw several of his films while we werc looking at thage,
have you seen any?. They ar very interesting, We thought that probabl
you would want to open with the one of the new arrlvals, and then go on
the 1ife on the campus, and the classes, finishing with the graduating
ceromonys
Life here seems rathe normal, with a backgpaend of abnormaliltye
I have again found hospltality with my mission, as I am staving w®th
vr lowers In the Lester Hospltal. I have a pretty small ruom, really just
mernt for a passing guest, not a permanent lodlger, sti1ll it is perfecutly
comportable, and I am luckdy to have it. M'ss “vans, another L.M.S8 fefugee
w 9 ag out cofound in @haoufoong Koad has all gome up In smbhke, at lecast most
of 1t., THls 1s the flat for the women doctors, but at thc moment there is
only orne, so there is room for both of use
A I am finding it very Interesting indeed to be te ching
A history, though I ap afrald I am not doing 1t =ll adequately, but my goode
\»’ ness how depresesing, Sverything that happened in the 1¢th centursy seems
to be pointing to what has finally happaned now, and you vwonder how one
could have missed the writing on the wall- of course I rcsllse 1t 1s easy
to be wice after the evente\But how one longs for moro prophetse 4 cannot
help feeling that the main blame in this whgfé*ﬁf??ches to the ‘“hurch,
and we who belong to it of course) for h-r fofusual to face the fact
that though& 1t was not her job to formulate political programs, 1t was
her job to remind Christians that o purely nationalistic outlook was not
and never could be a thristian attitude. oShe was so afr+1d of getting
entangled in politics, that she overlooked the fact that ultimately many
of thosee 1l-sues are moral, not ultimately political.

Well, enough of this, I suppose I sho'ld be telling you
more of life 1in the Shanghal unit, but I know you have had a certain number
of letters lately, and I am enclosing a bunch of carbon copies of my
letter« home( uncorrected I am afrald), which will ive you my angge on
things, 1 am afrald 1t 1s a personal rather than a Uinling angle, still ef
course 1t contains a certain amount of news, though not much 1 am afraid
that i1s any good for pubWlicity.

L have rather enjoyed this oshanghal incerlude- in so far
as one can enjoy anything these days, and I am hau tec day and night byé
theathought of what may happen in ~uope u.mpope before i get back there
agaln, but L shall be zlad to go up to VYhengtu next term, one lives a very
scattered life,hhre, I dont think 1t really can be helpede

Well, I want to get some other letters written, 1 am sending one
copy of this on the “mpress, and one by “lipper, as I realise I ought to
have answered a 1little earlier than thii sbout Liu Bao-yinge

Dont work too hard, ebecca, thoygh I know it is much
easler to say that than to do it sl u&m*#?ﬁgﬁa*gmﬂ
With all good wishes_ for all your efforss on our
behalf, and love from

VSAN

PeSe Would you send the carbons tom to thleen Bond when you have, done

with thome 1)} e amsanndien ety W I ToewadLog




I am finding 1t very interesting indeed to be teaching
history, though T am afyaid T am not doing it all adequately,
but Everything that happened in
the 19th cemtury seems to be pointing to what has finally
happened now, and you wonder how one could have missed the writ-
ing on the wall — of course T realize it is easy to be wise
after the event -~ but how one longs for more prophets. T can-
not help feeling that the mein blame in this whole business
sttaches to the Church, (and we who belong to it of course) for
her refusal to face the fact that though it was not her job to
formulate politiegal progrens, it was her job to remind Christisns
that a purely mationslistic outlook was nol and never could be a
Christian attitude. She was so afraid of getting entangled in
politics, that she overlooked the fact that ultimately meny of
these issues are moral, not ultimately politieal.




c/@® Dr Elsie iowers,
Lester Chinese Hospital,

shanghai,
april 30th, 193s,

Lear nebecca,
this 1s jJust to introduce to you wathleen Baxter, who has

very kindly consented to take these films © ..ew York and deliver them
to yous L think you will have already heard about the films in 1 tters,

but in any case they were taken by wr Magee on the uinling Campus on

two occasions., +e took many others as ell, which perhaps you have alread

Seene

hathleen saxter is staying in New xork Just a day or two, .
think, as she 1is sailing for 4ngland on the Queen liarye

1+ hope all goes well with you,
Much love,
(\;iijk,-

PeS I dont know what wnathleen is doing in New rork, but if there is
anything you could do, if she has free time, I would be glad. .er father

1s the vecretary of the London liission in changhai, end she has been
working the in CL.S, and the NCC officee.
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of the afternoon sleeping, instead of riting, clesar: ‘ng uy things etes
In the evening two friends of ilsie's onme to supper, onc 1s the secretary
of the British Chambor of Commerge here, and they were b th women with
opinions on the 1ltuation, so0 we hag qQuite a lively discussiong espedédlly
as whother 1t was worth trylng to defend the Pritish “mpire, or whether
we hed botter as ulekly and ensibly as possibie try to bocome a second
class ower,

fridey was just an oddinapyday, in the evenlng I hed a geme of
bridge with voredthy svans( and Others) next door, Also i our noon time
Peculty dlscussion group, this 1s a scecond series, and triis time we are
discussing &ldous Huxley's new book=-( nt lepst relstively new) Ends and
eans, 1t reslly 1s cuite ; good basis for lscussion, and the meoting went
qui to welle

On aturday I had tried to . rrange a group in the o't rnoon for alumnae,

but 1t !9 ex traordinasily harg ® find a time wh!ch will =uit more than
two or three, in the ond only one csme- but We had auite a as tisfactory
talk to getHerg Yt 1s d1fficult these das not to be rathor overkwelmed
the axno unt of organised w1ll to nowep that there 1s, and the apparenty
ineffectiveness of the willl to £ood, whieh does exlst, but s so mueh
harder to g-t rolnge 1t 13 of com se undoubtedly casloer to arouse the
dedtre to infliet suffering on others, than to arousénreo-le © s desire to
berr =uffering onesalfy whideh 41s whet the peopls of +ood 111 have _to face
if they are Folng to make any headway ngsingt the present «itnati

In the avening some of vs went o a pefformance of rurcell's
opers)¥ido and Aoneasy which wr veing performed bv the ew founded e
Shanghai Pleyers, a group =ith riuther more ciaims te 3446 o intellectual,
and crtlistte Interest in the the; tre than the shanghai Amateup Vrama tio
Yompany, which concentretes mainiy un entertainment o the 14 ‘htest kind,
the produetion was qulte colsourful snd o fective, and voices wer quite good
on the whole, but the s¢enas asrc rather short, and the alts, though not
very long, werc numey ‘18, ard 4ke®e~ cach tim ths atmoaphere had to be ro-
er2rted, 1t would have been mueh botiey if they could my kept the 11-hts
own Ind the :7'idiencw, and nlayved muisgle botween, so sg not 1 loose so mach
the szense of oo thnuity.

I dont thin: thers 18 mueh elzc of grest Interest that
had happened to me porsonally ihig eek, 1in fret not much of this 13 of
interests ih~ £ ghting on the who e g¢ ems to be golng 1) favour pathep
than agatinst ite L forgot t nekion thet on esday I it to the “wlessiona
"7y Associstion out at S4-de the CeI.H, Blshone Hoberte eaking on
the Chireh s=nd u,\eonqtrucﬂﬂn, he 13 a nigce so aible men, but not one of
the world's great thirkara, L?!a"r'y ‘Alebek of the Frémnds' u1 ssion 1is
here t discuas the 0881iblility of the “riends sta: ting ®slief work in
this areay thepe an & good nany different opinionsg ss ¢ nom yom will
really bheo lping 4f vou atant re=habilitotion vopk Low. Jle reports a
very mood strte of morale in ‘egt China and elsewhere, i where he has
Just co':-ﬂ [ asked 4€ him 1f he had secen L1 (hi in Mignsa, but he had nog

Lth love,
l‘;Vﬂo

0904




O/O ) ‘I‘OWOPI,

Lenter Chinese Hospital.
Shanghals

Kgy 16th, 1938,

L think I onded on & samewhat optim*stic note l:a3t week, but alas
now the outleok is rrther dqu, and[fhe teking of Amoy has sdded to the
general plbam. ne of our ¢ tudents who lives in “hulchov is very apprehen~
give 22 to uunt may happen there] and 1 am afraid the outlook is not teeo
good, atill llisslon compunds whén the people ( 1 mean the ioreigners ) Are
actually there seem to he fairly snfe, but there secus to ve a good bit of
bambing goling on thore.| I motpthe Dr Wyett of the B.i. wh 1s reported te
have been shot this merning At usnkd?awith his wige afd i ilArun, poor é‘t
dear -he c¢artainly dld n»t secw the k of person who w uld be able to
earry on verv well by horself, bit|Perhans they will 3Lu n, and he will
ragovery

i rotuorn o the ovents of the week. 1 went on Junday afternocn wi
"l8le ‘towers to tea ~lth a Dr Helpern, an Anstrisn woua: doctor who is
in (fh:‘.a«g_o of the Psychlistrical “epartment of the sel lrogsa liospital, They
are having s meeting on the nmed for kentel liygleme in shonghel on Thurse
day sn¢  Liflce and I sre both recding pgpers, s¢ we tho it we would like
to tril 1th her ebout ite oshe was v ry interesting, one of these vory
charming eud clever women, with a delipghtful accent, both Ler pemson and
her »oom war 1llghtly exotice,but she is a great nthus;ﬁﬁt, and 1 blieve
guite brilliant, she is not exactly overioyed ata what hes happ ned in
iastria, tho-gh we ialked shanghail polities rthar taa Uropean Oness
I hrve n Ta Iir that s e thing hageened on wwda Monday, but I
cant for the momont ra her vwhat. [ On '1‘:1-'*"{2!»*3} nad & lunech group dilscussie
with some studenta, whlch o were erch supnoaed to briapg our own luneh, |
but s o7 them ate '. oty ond eome aftorvards, 0 tharewas a tilne whon I
saomed tu b he only one who was eaiings ‘they jfusf sugested questions »
and wo cdiscussed thé questions a littlee in thelevenng I went to nlppor
nt » “orolgn Y follyed DY a Al:c aslon of the quest’ .ns that we are due
to rake up at siadras, 3.1, as qulte 1 terasting, though w o8 guite a 10118 ;
way of® 1 0 ".'1_;3 ut neturally they sre all people who dont mln alking |
80 1 are not the oauseg ther- s timos ars i: L asionse
I romembor 1@ thinge about Mlonday ti arguarsong- who are
1tly married- on a coffec party in the rening, with games
ey and thi two ¢l 4ong 8, aede up

}

U Q' neadqa; R aLe (2} er, "J a .“
h .111iathe frursday seang ¢ be 1 sleoepy, A 2in
tou.’ ,,,‘,1'!_ in he morning, an r the Lo Prnoon as 3¢ ove '.‘GOEQ
aon that [ Lo 1 1 e Por & 19, T alept for

: Se They ra buoth var . davs, rrd L a ose 1 as that
e exaerclise, but c Ly wns almost drank with s \)t‘ in
rnoon and ain in the evenl: Liu #p-lan rot a: stiacl dylcnt
: . ' - angone to ok aiter he L the
ne-dsy, he v ]ooked in
tror, and will Le losving toe
MOTYOWe
- ‘ 4 ' Lty group dlsc-ssion, snd Lh"r: was L.ke#
DYy wetln argd | oft undone quite 8 1ot o thi: Ll L should have
done. Ml orence and 1 a tryving to pet pormita to 20 un to ngnking,
80 “¢ wve been busy nakfng out “retementa, gorting then translatec ete,
but i dont know wheother we shall hrve any lucke hat haprecned on setur

2 n «Ye ’ © < 1 1ala oL *




GINLING COLLEGE
NANKING,CHINA

160 Fifth Avemue, New York, New York,
m u. 1938,

My dear Evaj

I was very glad to hear direst from you - and how I wish it were
possible to sit down somewhere and talk. Talk and sleep are two things I orgve
mostl Sounds orazy, but my hours are consistently too long for adequate sleep,
and this business of being the kind of "femmle" I am in the kind of office run
by the kind of men who run it gives too small opportunity for talk, I think
very little of the "white 6ollared worker's™ job in New York. One shuttles from
room to an eathng place to the office and back again, I have been compelled to
drop most of my home outlets and so even when I am at home and have a moment it
is hard to pick them up quiockly. It is heavenly at home now - roses, iris eto.
at their best. It required an act of will yesterday to leave the house and porch
and garden and oome back.

On the other hand there is here public interest in China which one
doesn't find"in the provinces". Last week the "United Council Committee™had a
publicity dinner ($6.00 a platel) at one of the New York hotels. T. Re Jre pre-
sided; Co T. Wang gave the best speech I have heard him give this winter; and
Ambassador Gerard an excellent one. The lighter entertairment was fasoinatingi-
Eugene Chen's daughter danced (I hope they didnIt think it Chinese dancing) and a
group of Chinese tumblers from Ringling Brothers Circus won all our hearts by their
ability. One of my first stndent parties in my early days in China had a similar
group, and the years have not dulled for me the charm of the agility of this kind
of entertainment. The"United Council" oconsikts of several relief organizations -
civilian or medical. This was the opening gun for the "bowl of rice"™ dinners on
June 17th, -

I envy you and pity you teaching history in such a time as this. Have
you any library for giving them & completed unit of civilization = Greek or Roman?
In some ways the latter is preferable for the present time., I wish I had Roman
history more completely at my finger ends. Nothing needs more teaching here at least
for this "bread and circuses” age in which we find ourselves. But whatever happens,
may teaching history at Ginling go on. It gives perspective and wisdom when it is
not & tool of matkemalism.

Our isolationists here seem to have no notion that it is one thinkg
to choose to stand aside ~ and quite another to be forced to accept isolation. This
twilight era of democracy is a sad era - and sad mainly because we are soft, lack
power to analyze and decisive courage, and are abomkably selfish., I have not been
the same woman since Eden's resignation, but I understand now better his failures.
I can't believe in the abnegation of human reason to force or to the god oreated
in man's image., The exaltation of human reason above divine command in our imme-
diate past, has however been a potent factor in the present western world mess.

Well, I am writing of Liu Bao=ying. She wrote on March l&th. "I think

I have told you that I am taking the Cambridge secondary school teaching certifiocate
course. My practiocal examination took place last Friday. You will be glad to kyow
that I passed it. I am now preparing for the theoretical examination which will
take place in June,

Iately I have been mgking a dream and I do not know whether it is a lmibh
or not, May I ask your advice on 1t? As I am going back to China by America in
August, I think it would be a pity to pass through the grut omtry vithout learn~

)




ing anything from her. Do you think there would be any possibility of my applying
for a scholarship anywhere in Americk, so that I could stay for = term or a year to
learn something of American education? So far as I know the American type of educa-
tion is more influencial in the Chinese edusational field than the English one. T
am sure that it would be very helpful to my work in new China after the war if I
could get acquainted with different view points with regard to education which plays
& very important role in the bringing up of the future citizens, Please don't let
e worry you with this little personal affuir,”

I wrote on Marth 29th to Miss Sturtevant at Columbia, telling her of Bao-ying and
asked about scholarship help at Teachers College. Her reply did not reach me until
May l4th, She forwarded a letter from a Miss MoMurray which says, "I have Just
been informed that there will be no scholarships available to new students from
foreign countries next year except perhaps those in the Advanced School s wWhich,

I believe, have already been assigned. I am very sorry because Miss Liu sounds
like & very promising person,"

Meantime Mrs, Maomillan wrote for me to a school of education in
Cleveland, whioch she thought sometimes gave teaching fellowships. The answer
there was also negative,

On the day I heard from Miss Sturtevant, I also heard from Bao-ying,
a letter dated May lst. She wrote, "As I have had several urgent letters from my
school in Fukien to call me back in time for the starting of the autumn term, I
have decided to leave England on the 20th of July. I shall go to New York by
& and then oross Canada to Vancouver. expect to be in America for ten days.
© hope that I shall be able to see you then,

I saw Lu Kwei-tzen during the Baster holiday. She is one of the first Eastern
women students who who is allowed to work fer the Ph,D. of bio=chemistry at Cam-
bridge. It is a great honour to Ginling that she is allowed to finish the ocourse
in two years instead of three which are required of evefy student, She must have
been doing fine work,"

I have accepted this as final, To get a scholarship in Amerios
one should have in applications not later than March 1st. I would suppose from
your letter of April 30th, received Yoday, that 1T they want her in Fukien, you
would feel she should return, Although the events in that area since you wrote,
and since she wrote, may slter that., If you want me to seek further, I oan,
Better ocable "seek", if you do. The place in Colorgdo to which Chen Yli-djen,
Chen 1Li Ying, Djang Hsiang lan went, might give her a scholarship, It is inex-
pensive there, .

I expect to get a letter off to Ginling and to Ruth and Yi-fang by
Clipper. In case I don't, please tell them that we have $1,033.000,8. pledged
for scholarship money for 1938-39 (one Smith Club $33.00, and one donor $1,000,00).
It will be paid, I think, before the end of this fiscal year., I wish it were not
going to be paid until after July lst, because this year we are still on this
abominable sost system based on maney raised, but we will take it when it comes,

I am so glad you are sending me your letters. I'1l forward gladly to
Kathleen. The envelope for Alpha arrived today,

With love, I am
Affectionately yours,
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e/0 Dr iowers,
Lester Cninese Hospital,
w‘A.ﬂ;_;‘,'xai..
. Mgy 26th, 19358
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I know I am goins to have a gpod deal of difficulty ia r. calllng what 1 daidv
last week, as evorything letely se ms » Lanve becn ov-orghadowed bv the
Suropean situation, which now g ) rnd t f © to (rswe one bresth, bufi
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Shanghail along the lines of sebting wup more ¢l inkca for
the not ao serious cases. they had ot verious people
in the morning~ 4 sle and I wer sp eaking- she from the
needs of » pmmoral hospital, I from the point of view of .
£ I was not at all £00d=%kkle was)-|We started off “ith a 14
talk by the “ean of the Cathedral., B¢ made one remark with
disagree
pesaliilstie, there was nothing like a dosge of history to cu:
to me that 1t is jJust the other wavy rou \dp 4L have been te-c
20th Yontury history this torm; we have just got to the tires
seems to me the most profoundly distressing subject, a=:
make aliost all the «erie mistakes ovor agailn, I dont mean 1
slde to 1t, but that seems ‘0 be tho one thet ktrikes one t!
becsuse of the inecurable scllighnes: of man, ee et fhey
e thiny freoly and of their own accord, but asdwews cling om
until 31t 48 la e to accomlish the change wlthout bitto:
¥0 g0 beck to Uhursday, ther about edght
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nice tif7in), In the sfterroon they had vartoussycccies on”
the m was nall on needs, and theh ther- wee s al sod
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paper, and 1t sounded quite reasonable, It is interesting how much worse
the “atholies think Nweeelim Hitler is than mussolink, I o nier, .his man is
himself an “merican “rish, a very plossant friendly pereom. “e was broadeasting
on aunday -on the subject Is the Pope a Fascist, and he sewsied o think qui te
definitely that he was not,

undey 1 went to the “a Limdr&ﬂt‘ur a8 cjiailgﬂ,[_‘a.!iﬂ]‘“
preaching on Wesley, quite good, though with the awful results
alism before your eyes in so many ways- " heart-warming" didnt
the point at the mement as a little"lLesd=coolinge®, but how mych
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¢\ & P,

¢/o0 Dr Yowers,
Lester Chinese Hospital,

ohanghal,

May 28th, 1958,

“Year Rebecca,
+his 1s to give you forewarning of the fact that

t 2 friedd of mine
Miss K.B.Evans will be in New York about June 20th-22nd( she is sallbpg for
FEngland on the Queen Mary) and will be dropping in at your office to deliver
;ranother part of the fllm of Ginling tefugees that John Magee took, and also
some letterse. 1f there is anything that you can do in the way of directing
her what to see during her very brief stay in wmew York, I should be most grate=
fule She 1s in my mission in <hanghai( doing evangelistic work; and for the
last four months we have been living” together in ohanghai, both of us as
refugees, as our compundd in fheoufoong Road where she lived has been half
destroggd, and is quite unlivable in. We also rcfugeed for a blt together
in Hankow, but she left there earlier than L dide However, she has shared
sympathetically in quite a lot of uinling's foblunes, tho:.gh of course he chief
concern has been with the country churches, all of the places where she normally
works are in the occupled arease
Sdith Halght met her in wuvinling when she paid a visit
‘here with her sister two summers ago, if you could get in touch with Edith,
he might be glad to see her, and show her something like the Metpopbitan
rt Museum .
1t looks at the moment quite hopeful that we should get a pass
to Nanking, and Flopence and’ar« lanhing to gp up there for about a week 1if
can to look over our things. tThe journey to Chengtu looks as though it
it rht be poing to be quite eventful, as L dont know whether we shall be able ©®o
ke it via Hankow or not, and the bus- journey from -u nanfu to “huiking sounds

nything but a picnice Yowever, it 1s no use getting unduly excited about
it beforehande ‘e are tyying to make all necessary enquitiese
L amogulte thrilled at having been asked to go to Madras, j@and 4
ope I shall be able to make it all right, 1 have given, with Ur Wu's cohsent
provisional accepbénces :
+ am enclosing a bundh of this month s carbonsy 1 at

Prad@@there 1s not that is much use for .pubkecity purposes, but you can gust
lance #khrough them, and taken anythings that seems a t all possible. 1 wonl¥ad“be'W
very grateful if you would let Kathgeen Bond and Mrs lhurston have them when

V8 are throuch with theme

I forgot to mention that mMiss avans will be staying at the

\
Prifge George Hotel, 28th Street, L think that 'is quite near your office,
H’V’ boat. .drrives en Vedmesday June 15th, and when she arrives in *ew York
lepéads upon whether she stops over at Chicago for a day or note

" Vith all good wishes,

ard love from
‘7‘ ) T% .
;I;L; 'N; ‘Lﬁinr’i?pﬁ‘ I dont correct "h.o carbons, L just send them as they
Hy Uying 1s not expert, but 1life is just too short to go throughf

the coples s i teiiecnine 3u alle po- oy wwach Wi fau, o

[y







¢/o Dr Towers,
Lester Chinese Hospits
Shanghai,
June 21w$, 1938,

Al

s I expected I did not write while I was In Nanking, and I didnt
get 1tddne as soon as I returned, so I am afrald that again almost #&wo
weeks has gone by,

As I think I wrote last time we did not get away to Nanking unti1l
Thursday, I soent\the extra day teaching, and getting off s me quite importe

ant letters, I dont know what I shoul%,%g Q'gﬁﬁe about them if we had gone
up on the Nednmmsday, 1f_The jﬂurqey up,’s gnge ery early, but went fairly
peacefully, Claude Thomson and ”lorence« a Yr Koo of the Unive-sity
plcked me up a 1ittle after 5,156 am} 1t was slmpply pouring with rain,
The station we left from was a 1ittle f rther out than the normal station,
and there were steps to climb up and down, but fortunately therc were some
coolies on the Job, so we dig not have to carry all the 1lu gage ourselves,
We got first of all into g carrlage full of soldekeds¥ onc of them had his
sword out to cut something, and looked quite fierfe} ] hovev Py en we had
got all our things stowed avay, they csame along and 1ld us that that wasg
not for civilianst) I cank see vhy they could not have told it us a little
bit soonery so we had to move all oup things along to g very full car, “Fhere
are only two coaches fop ivilians- third not to say fourth class, lthe so0lde
lers¢ though not beautiful- strange how ugly most Japanesc are%woru uite
riendly on the whole, and some of them even helped to move ony things down,
he coach was very crowded when we started, but people got out at the
Various stations on the waxﬂ and there was some extr: room when we finally
arrived at Nanking- bu t took us g long time to got thwreJovor < hours,
the last time I leoft Yanking bv trdén for Shanghai, it took me Just under
© hours in the Eapital Bxpress, & The city and country just outside Shanghai
are rather pathetic, the houges ar all half burnt, »nd qulite empty, and at
first the country looks very uncared for and unkempt, ses nof much planted
though a f’i{)ld here and there is Sown, and you ge:« nardly inan, man, bhild
or beast, _ S ¥ou getl nearer Soochow th comtry gets more and more
normal, and looks falrly vwell sown and planted; in som lelds they werpe
transplanting the rice.__k What we saw was on the whole born out by the latesgt
survey they had made in anking, which was not quite finished, but in the
districts that they ha surveyed, it was felt ithat o aps as much as @o%
Of the lafé was under cihtivation now,
W

topped at ev Iy singte gt tion, liy for guite long

time, at all the smaller stations there was nofmuch sisn of 1fr~, exc pt a
few Japanosm soldkers, and sometimes same chil, ren, When ther. erc any
children they always besleged the ldiers- and got 11 £s like emptv bottbbq
"and cigajgttos; a feeling fopr children secms to be ne ol the uupahoée sotdae.y
NusJ&

Ye»s morepimiable Characterigsticse At the bigger stationsg- uodchow,
ete there were g good many Bapanes soldkers in evig nce, and a fe momg,
passsungersﬂ but not muek many, on the whole the cf tles looked pretty d@e:
ed and sad, and yor cQuld never forget that you were in an occupied areg.
“e arrived in Nanking a 1ittle after 7,.Yhoy line you up in g long
line, and scarch you &s you go tnrough th barrier, ast—leagt They searched
all the Chinese) they didnt sesrch '8, though they seized our permits ma
SO0n as we came through the barrier to co y into a 11 le book, and pushed.
you about ratherm . hen you are not cXactly where thov think you ought
' f . . ' R " b
to be o They are v 'y much flaunting theirp :shh]hor‘LL;f about the place,

3

3;,;:7
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in a way that would be dif fleult to boar, 1If you had to sut up ith muchoof
it. flumer M1lls csme down to meet U8y YOu more or less have to be mog,
as there are ne cars or v:»u'rtn.g;_, 8 for hireg| and 1t 1s Sabb th bey's journey
in » rickshaw, you have to ur friemds for ears ote. ﬁbutﬁde the
clty thore i3 a good denl of i b dewmstruction, mainly done bv the Chinese
themsclves, as part of the d-fence program - but on the rosd up to Ginling,
ther- 1s nofmch destrugtion to be swan,’ex(:v;;' the élnistry of “Yommunicge
tions, spaln d-stryed bulthe @ ire se themselvesf but 1t looke ——tTXY X
doserted as eompared with wha t it was 8 year a Og]
it vns]dariitaln <0 vo ¢ oulddt see mach of the uirling Yampus
but next morming 1t all 1 oked amazingly normele It is wonde rful how well
they have ke t 4t with ell those refugees therey 1t was tranpled sbout g
good bit at one time, but Hinnie arkl “ra ¥sen have been busy getting 1t
in ordor sgain, The only outward signs on the esmpus tiwmt all is not as
usual 1s that ther~ 1g sueh-maras barbed wire round the lawns, in order to
keop the rofupees off some of them, and sls that al ¥, the covered ways and
In otrher acos Lere is much wmashi ng of ear ous kinds hiie out to @ry s which
looks = 1ittle stranges ‘ihey have closed all the Cempz In RNanking, but
they hnv. about 700 sd¥da-smed wmen undey 70 on tm s still attending
a kind of & summer school, the real prrposze belng te give a slace to women
who hsve lost thelr mele prelni ives and er:. ahgol ‘tely destitute, and also T
such girls and women who 1live in those dlstréetsof the ¢l tv whiech are still
econsldared to be unsafe, owing to the pro®imity of the soldiersd the Japanese
soldier scoms to have a rother ERE-T ¥ inoddin: tely laerge soxual appetites
[11 has been very hard to keopn the mimbers down, as ev rybody ‘ents to come,
88 they all feel much safer there than clsewhers, and 1t 1ig also much
plesanantepr, Hovgy ¥y they sero keen to g2t the poople 4&e bael tc thelr homes,
90 they ar- doit thelr b st to koep the numbers dovwne heac girls are
living in the KRs1tation Sullding, and the “Yontral bu'l ng , they just sleep
on the floor and bring theiry o=n buddadn bedding, therve 1s the kind of smell
you wonld excect - you know stale himanity and too much of 1t,=though they
are roally kept “atrly tidy, and they & e lot of wasidngs Iin the dormitories
7hlch arelRnowenmpty, the 246li sime mne, ut the lovo arts of the walls
arc still protty dirty, hey say wien thowe =wae Wi zreatost crush they were
sitting on the stalrs, without even roama to s treteh cut. 4ow they mt through
th davs i dont knows Just f ing up the rice line for over 10,000 must
have been some h‘,xs‘!.ness.j C-'ﬁomi“m had the opening oxe ‘cises of the
sunmer Lechool on ,aturdnv, It vea = ¢ cering sight to sec the vhapel /uditorium
full of Firls, really quite tidy looking and quit Li belheveds ney sang
109t N rtily . It wag mainly ~ivin mt of notlcosg- sy the things
not to do, Innfe 'as not ntirely soetigfied, she thought they were
too nogrtlive, but they we fve it in good a;1rit, and “arriet- vith transe
kater< med qguite a nile 1ttle spoech on the matters of yglene., ihe Li.gn ef
the Summer Schoole a 1ss “ange emed W have s vipy Lo il way v1th hep
In the notices that she gave out, snd she Introduced tho t cherse There 1ig
ntavery heavy ti e table, as ther: is not a very 1o o staff of tosc hers,
viery Ludent has two elrsses & ds ¥s 8md three subjecs in all, the -ubjects
viry, but all study ©1ble- the dther subjects arc such ss Mie tory, mnthemstice,
nglish, 4 in 809 d—bhdnk - theme—ie 0] o oo nyglene ¢! singing, Minni 1s
hoping from this school 1 geloct the most needy 100w2! &1 tart the
industrial school next £rll, *he studonts vary- I mear In the prosent
siummer school- fepem 11l11itor: tea o irls in Senior middle schoole
H‘m?*dljf any of our collagn =t xients n- 'n Nanking, bui ) 18 at lerst one
Cormer ¥r-shman, and 7T ink sho s ming to help w1th the misice
Bt 1f inlins 1 falrly normal, ite b sutiful, I

cant sev as mch for mos 1 ' the r at of “ankinges in i ¢ty zone, which
tly the ar-a round Gin! in: t " ) ::t.ruct.'ion, but
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all the houses a ceusled by refugees- or eupty- -nd slong the streets
there arc all septs of 1!itle booths, mall¥y stored with loote The popula~
tion of sanking 1s mainly living by selling me teches, other =mall articles
ard loot to 188elf; and von feel as though there 1s no morisl healthy life
floving through the citye -
de wont on luesday rather further afleldy Vr ilosen the Uerman
reprosentdive took us 1 his ear outside the c¢ity end vound the south part
of' the cityv, 'hur=‘gjwr=ww*n husineas s« tion 18- or rether Wase You ommd go
outside Lle cf ty whkthrmt a seclal pernit, or with one of the offiecial repre-
sentativos of otlior conntryley as they arc pppvided with a gendarme to
protect them, or more securately to obscrve sll they do, they tsak copiows
not”%B Ur osen has all alons b-'n very friendly with th roup in sanking,
and' stirageely encagh the most outspoldn in hisg criticism o &ke our friendly
nég' Hoursg. '"he oublic bulldings cut side the clty=- s:ch ss the sing
Tembs , Dr sun's tomb, the Mecncrial  for the =0 ldlersiBeanloss Hall,
Pagoda ctc} are not damaﬁed, though the enimals leading un to the M ng Tmmbs
wero palnted green bv the “hilnose by way of ¢ mouflage, and Dr Sun's tomb
has been muffled in a kind of a Bamboo crge, nlso nart of a ¢ nouXl aging
proc durqz though it deeks raninded m m'?“or of the firure ofisrasbourg in
@ Far's with her eyes boud vhille she was in “erman handsg- the tomb 1ockdd
as toough 1ts_plory had been maffled whil the ilsing con vee flywing over
ankinge buQ?ﬂl the honges have bnﬂw destroyed, or arc in the process of
g 4 strﬁyﬂ{; for the Yananose ary Jukinr no measures st all to - revent
the people 1l otlng at their 1~Ihure, wont over that tallish house on
a hill thset hsd been bullt as a ‘nﬁsim ntlal dansiongd I ont think it was
ov re actually lived 1in,|ite waell on one side had been badly shot away by
a bilg shell, but ths main structure wes still fairly all righty though of
cours= all the glass and s:me of the til s hs! heen erushed and brokén, and
there was the careass of n horse in the mein recention room « But there you
could sgen the mnecaas of destruetion golng on, as thor 've poor “hinese
eartl ‘ay the wooden pandlling in the rooma, that would all ro "raduelly,
erd than the irs, and gredually evervithin that e¢mid he removed would
be romoveds he paric, of eours~, is not belns kept n s ai ther- are
'i‘ds and- ~rowing up rykhere, though 1t st1ll looks lovely, bwi "Mun you
think of vhat 18 wna b feore, i ' 2 v' v melansholy s ~ctable , a t 1ike
the garden in 3lecepins DSeatty wonld he been before t} -‘Yu o o:uﬂe
‘o Vvory noarly got stuck in the mud 1) ) roads
el n back » hich wonld hav 0T A f‘,v‘f_f:'] ng the nt ahuts 1,
how ver, tdnt o) On th av hac drove down ‘Yafi ng 1l other of
tho main strcets, ‘A1 #in Lu 1z a wreeck, tier arec hardly anv e shops,
and s:ch as there s 2 moatly ocenled by dauvsnese) boor sho, s a; very
ro:inent among them., <kad-skede 1ho whole of that nrt It city looks
derelict, sndi would make vou meep. ‘hero are o f i 3 e to 1 secn, but
mostly Yanancses W rassod the Y.M.C.2 buill Ing nn our w=nvy back hich has

been burnt, and also the State Cinema ‘Ih “tew§, t ' t andl mamt u t0~d3tet/

whBdh has been coxipl toly | ttong It was Gery 0t ) wWr Hosen to take
ng, and 1 wouldnt hsv 1l sge the t drive and walk for on L1 it I eant
1t freling very cheerful,

ay 4 tuirned £

‘ El . \ rather ahesd of the ‘j",—-' 8, v 1 ris ty tell you
somethin ab o he t 8 2 wWnoloe s ] v“i‘t(iﬂy W a ) Q T the day .
golng overp bookq an Aanars In our offices-| 1 trie »Junt 1ook through everys
thin rm[l knew I wsuld not be bnck for t-o yanrs at 1 nat, as shall be '

’
notn next vor 1 3y furlourh- 1 idnt have mach

time to yole ¢ . ‘ 8 able 1 1 a et wa
rtant t-"‘ PN iko ¢ ’ ¥ 3 ! £ M1 <7 o n t OT9e




,. Skt

LVn ¥riday evenling there was : meeting and supper of all th missionaries
in Sanking, quite a number of wmen missionaries had ecome 1im gust the
week before, ineluding Horriot "hitmed, so that treroc sre 1ite 8 group
Nnove They wanted to discuss various o oblems~ reliedf, educstion etee
80 as to hawe s me common pollicy anddide: sj It was qulte an Interesting
meeting tc s tend, es 1t gave one some 1des Ol the pressent situation in
Nanking, The country round 1s better han ey ha antieipated, but
the eity is Tn a peettv bad vay,a8 Lhorc i1s roeally no scurce of income,
“ommercielly 1t is cut off from other lrces, exeept what cople esn bring
on foot- and all the wholesale business of the cltv-is in the hands of the
Yapanese, At the moent eople atill heve s f rescrves wed, and they
arce nenaging t scrateh o 1iving soreway, food 1s cheap end the westhery

arsi, but they all dr-ad to think hat 1t w11l be 13 ke next inter, and
they sro husbanding their roesource - for that time , ho Jrnenes millitary,
off coursegzaceent no rosponfBiliity for the eivilien 137 s and the puppet
g vermment is wilthout pr stlg T abils ty, helr policoman: not armed
1th a3 much as » stleck, 80 thet n reC tically spesking the clty is vl thout
polleey and th ough the @omii 1 nns are not es bad ss they might be ne
Sme plorces, toere arc a ccrtaln numbor of arved robberies,

o

tducationally D’nev plan to osen a fo. soh 1s of v rious scrts, and they -
hope , I think, that nerhans they will not be !nt rfere 1th maeh, minniel/
1s plannirg to o.en the rractice sechool ﬁd#«lirls, but I nt thi; there
will be & mission mdddle school for ‘:'YS.}Q*H,— hoppitel ic o ing ¢ have
some difficulty in carrylng on, gg vicusly they m-ot ¢ -nod - al of their
6x ensos by whét the patients ~:r?¢é‘»,‘, but the number of 'p atlients is
Ilncroasing e kiv no » end by next winter 1t 1g 4. ubtful “hother ihere will
bo any but frec pationts lof't in ltgnki 3 and yet 1t was Vil 710re “sgens
tial to h ve the hospital o en, as th lg no other 1in lian Ing} ror Chinesed
One of the men .as vory m ch econcern tha t nathlng was baing don fop
the Japanese, ang nted to tyv andg ©t hold of sau> Japane g miesion-
ary of.¥s wnnea« nristian teo and work aaons f Lroopsg, amnt lve them
sone clace to be 't In, I they ved Lo be d-cent, ient the
only .lafes provided for tn tpaness solikers are hoeyr 191« b =Gt 3,
and now, I think, on: c¢inmma, nother of the men resant at th
begiining of the "1necid ng" the “atlonel RMristian v unci]
had saslred to be egllowed in 8R@-«- gend along mints
but hsd boen rofused, [ think tt 1s fntereatine ¢+
as 0 ds na the Yanane 8h- i) nVv. noti !
farec for their f roops8e 4110V (i C le of
slong L t] nom 1 think, bu alnly concentrat
Bt helpineg the 1ivin 79 though 1 have ARwgys un
Young Yen's iud "lat Assoctation 1 #n modell
YeMoeCohy, and I gonild have thourhét that ni: hi hav
bertalnly the Japancse rmy eds al] @ encourager
1t ¢nn f.:{[ arn juo f £ 0 k Uy ¢hamberlair
1t wasns 7.7, d jast e, tember, sv Lial the incla it
doveloned to 41t @sont npeportions- on the who. @ 1
g fat®ly fulr objectiv accunt of Japen's plans

ral lnce: he » g ) b1 5 snd discinl]

ory s 00d; 1 wonder theyr h wnld or eguld
1his n 1) ¢ » he ng, bhun!
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Among the other guests was Lr 0san the dJderman
wmmsin: men .He also 1s going home- Tor roasons
acted »ith the raesent anti-semitic drive in Ga
that 1a lte ® nfidentlal), T think ther la
thousrh It 1s nlso a v ry old diplomatice (a1l
dipiomatice rvice for three if not fowp
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[?etting tickets to leave 18 culte a bwminess, as the traln leave® at 6,80
(7.20 Tokye time, which 1is what the Japanese kecop) sa—aé&%ﬂb, end they dont
sekl any tickets until the t morning,)] and thore 1s quitec a rush on the train,
end you may @ down and not got onee| However, ®innile very kimd-ged kindly

ot a milltary acquaintance of hors roserve two tick ts, es we 8lao

d ur Heesen's enr and gendarme to accompany @8 fhe to e Ltaston at © am
$he next morning - ‘huraday- ve really got on quitc all rlght, though the
Japancse are certeinly not doing anything to make travelling easy for the
civiliame there was & long long line of “Yhinese waltl » buy thelr ticke
but I am afreid the Yapancse gendarme insc:te. me Into tho leed of the lines
®a ry lnem suddenly declded to com down wlih use she Ind nother arrangee
mente about her iticket, whilch dldn? rk, however, right the last moment
sha ot o t#dket edd-wdsddy nd =s hed beon keeplng Lece for her she
YA S "Hi“? i1 Journey down tv Shan hal wea longer- ov hours- and meo
crovdad, “the—rein— ) Prrtde an when o came up nd kept on getting
full and fMller at each statéan, but otherwlse it i § | iichty though
vary tonsg, emd 4 was ;lad whon &4 flnally. o -rived 1 had
difficoities 1n grtting occlles, Pr1t6¥:1diclﬁf.\u1iy e 467 vho had
como i t ws from the intornstional Culdes Burcau i Sy

back Hospital not 'on~ afte uinoa

I am very glad for meny rorsons tlhat Len L up,
mz.?TIf &3 I to = rs Tson, lanche, nid ari ‘ but Senxking
1s cainly a city to @Mnl vour hoeort sche, jpeclially ' vou think how
full o7 1172 and onergy 1t oy “ 70 Japal.o ar . t¢ have
ascomnlished nothing but the sheerest d: struction, sn. A ant belleve thore
i1s muacl: he for the P 3 Liey and Holr Influonce are ¢l sred

right ot iont they sh uld not be alloved legltinad trade, but
that as 1 8 thelr poliecy 1s ! ted thelr militarlsts 1t rolds
nothiag but thr ehill of desth for the vhii2se people, ¢n og. behalf

they _cliifmﬁf be €l:sh fv.:j W sday June 23vd] e

~

nnin~ > NOpoe 18 y oxiing? ) e Qr e ) wencemnent
exerels s;lotc, but L0 Blence and 3 . willl ¢ she out for the
time .t any e, it galls 11 too muce 1 ) tarcugh all th COCOSS
involved- and the r2eo on of ~“apanose Lty y 1ished about
‘ ) toe I coant say 1 a1 Lhem

tode I hav ve1r heck T he i P she hin aone
b ¢ IR or Hit of i his J. ournoay ', heh s coms
) rde ° ‘ i vl yegtevday Lronm dyers R

Looks t now, snd
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When K.B., left Gladys Parker moved in here from the esister's
flat so we are threec 2aln, afhursday and Friday were more Ore less unven
ful I think, | on Frida;§W€“had Qur last Faculty Lunch Discussion group, and
this time Dr Rufus Joned took 1t] He and his wife are a nice solld elaerly
couple,[He 1s a very well-known wuaker in and we had agked 3
him to speak ond the Fractice Of Meditsa ut apparently mebe- hé
had not been old, howe cr, , i leasantly and informally. We h
taken 1t in tumms to rrovide the lunch, and this time there wasg mein-which
L am afragg people - out of practigze wewid with chop-sticks would find ouite
difficult, howev r, ke . Mrs dones were very good sports about 1t,

[Lu Sattirday | > had an safternoon outing~ 1lu ch- then onow White

and the “gven Dwer€fs,” which T enjoyed, but which I am surc woulg have given
me the nightmsre when I "as young-fethen tea- ang then we went into six shpp
looking for rugs for “ilary- but adldmt see anything I really liked I wekt
later - on Mondygy 1 think it was to a more ang expensive ghop and found wha
- 1,1,-;;01, j;i,h_ALu sad how ‘he more expenatve things are the n.cer,

LJ.n the evening I went to g meeting which was part of g senl-wekk
end retreat-  we had Supier, and the nufus Jones ta) ' LLiwed by discusshe
and soie time fop Olliéétéj 1 stayed the night ut with thh andg nﬂx>rexlce,

&8s they lived near where the eeting washeld, g Vhoro was nothery meeting
the neoxy morning, end 8guin in the aft vnocna':: b 1S wiy 4 ogeig sunday was
busy, [ifter Supper I hacd to broadesst, I had adone most o e preparation om
Friday evening, But I had to finish it off pathe; has$ilyy on vunday evend
a fternoon an evening, whe L.i,S is respengibly fop every ounday He 30~ 9 pm, f-
therc is g Ghristian Praadecastin; statlion 1n Shanghai, but not & very powerf
one, ~'hen the “ational ristian Counecil want to breadcasgt news about the
Vhurcheg they go to another one,
On Monday the re was yet another meeting, thi time the F.O.Re» Thele
'2s a Japanese there, a delepat, from the Friendtg tearly lieeting in iokyo,
he had also been Present at the meeting on Sunday ar'ternoon, and had sp okln
quite remarkably. It cadt 'ave been exactly 88y to si ‘ough the discussi
on ilondsy e ening, but he seemed to beap P very _,1]_{]
10=day vwe honed ths: 1 s hould ¢ out a a
vV rything forp golns to Nankine e hav ( ! Ll rignt, but
unforthnatel the dan - whiom Olaude ‘Ihomso; ad ad 80 el the tickots~ g
man in the Japanese coneulate- had not een able Yiver ti oods. ‘rhe
military wil do 10tiiing at {he o es - 11l 1ties, ang they
Seart to wish +o Bke the trai; J rnev & LL1fficult S L« € Nave
bput of " prof , Uor one dax S ther L3 1) S a4 get the
tickot ven 1. vwe went @i ora. S dawn b 01 NA%) . ) there by
about X { ¢ put 1t _orfsr tj1 b ay W ! : . an
international g fdes L1T'e . 'O U /1 a1k S¢ and worse,
* Chinile 4 111 have be to M. or i LT resppt | i 1 mean
the roui to Che tu, the i ‘ i '
slc alicc v .comfortable,

nd

ad a 1of
SO Tiiatl il 1101 SOorx»y to nave
I dont e pect shal] rit
ewriter with me, but next 1
aoubt 1if ve shall have much t
over books, papers etc, and

e
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~bdndon Mission,
Hankow,

N f ) Aug 3rd, 1938,
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Year Hebecca,

. Herewith a rather dull general letter, the last part of which
covers the Journey, T am sending it along, though I dont think 1t ig worth
much, and I know that Flprence hag covered the ground more adequately,

rney of delays at the moment, but patience ig
have in hot weather, just to sgit Seems
quite a pleasant occupations

I wo 0 g i this Edith Haight
and Kathleen Bond, j

_/Wuchang,
LI thinl

any luggage
like thate

feel quite at $home here, as we are installed in the London Migsgio
Hankow wheTe I lived part time last fall 4 7here Was an air rasd this morne-
ing, but not man¥ wounded , and it was not- from where I wag- g very .
noisy air ratd, t was mainly concentrated on the air field, and of course
1t is not known what damage hags been done there,

Well, I want to get this letter Bff, I Was very glad to heap
that you and liss Bvans had made connection all right, e are enjoying seee
ing some “anking people here- 1like Anng “offet, and it was good to see
Catharine again, If only our boat will get 1tself repaired all wil) be well,

#1th all good wishes, and love

“Lone

{ /
'

\ U le 4 foﬂﬂjg«/ u/ Vg

W} L.‘f_»‘ ¢, At
21
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“ondon ission,
Hankow,
July Jlst, 1938,

LI am afraid 1t hag been & long timo sirce I rote any gener
letter, I think the last was Just after I got back romn Rankinge| I have
written to my family since theg, but nothing in the wav of My genera
goneral lotters Iife Just seemed ratior
toc busy, though I should find 1t hard to say emactly Y e

ifter “lowence and I ot back from "anking, the time was
taken up with a few last elasses, and then exams, corrogtions, and the
uaual end of tewm doingse .
‘he end of torm was one furction after anoc ey, dnnile wew
Vautein was fortuns tely able to to come owr: feern  lanking in time for
all the end of term festivities, ¢ started the final fosdtivities
with a e lor Class vay program, hich was “eld on . lday afterncon out
at %gTelyre, 1t vas quite sim le, but quite effec tive, and was largely
modelled on Smith ~0llege Step singing ~te, in the evoning the seniors
invited the Facul ty to dinner._}
gﬁn aturday morning tSre were ‘he ‘ommencerent exerclses-

wers held Jolntly by the ven Uhrlstlan Unlversities and olleres

now opsrating in ‘hanghst It was qguite an lmpresslice ¢ remony, Eﬁ o

3lly at the start, 1t ecould hardly help dragging abit the end,/ 4t was
held In the Orand heatre, which hag been leant for the purpose, and
musie wes provided by the ban! of the ourth Narines(.iwrican)g
“he Faculty and —end Yradua ting classes of all the Institutions proces
od ine <ome people had Celt that 1t wasg rathor asicing for tpo ble to
have such a large ceremony of purely -vhinese colln ege ut in spite of .
the fact that the ple ! feoem A8 aecorated with the uilnes “ational
"‘agy and the sorican flag, as well as the bhann-i 0f lhe seven collere
and thet the Chinese “atlonal 'nthem was played nt tle beginning, amd
followed by a natriotic hyrn{ to th t@ne of God he “ing), all
pagsed off onc "ullye the Jdapnnese have not vyol bepun int. rferinge
e ucation In the gott oments, 10 red@t of the ;roceedlinrs were nt
you would expocte prayer= speeches of v rious ki dige ! 2 maln speech was
D7 Ve s Yonm= and the prs: ting of the diplomas. /s t er: are so many
present they dldnt come u» to the pvlatform for their dirloma, but the
head of each college Just ren helr names cut, and i oy stéed up, the
only exce tion o that weare those who were re 'ving the medical coctors
degrees, they came up to the plat@émm for th ir h ode It all zont
through very smoothly, thoigh our ex1t from e wll & some thing of
a acrambl
Al ter the vommensement as overy, 2 td the 'nenl tyesenior
bang ot &t the o elgn Y., o/ which was Just next the room was
fust large eno igh for us ell, we eould hardly ha L In another one
think, but you get a grentor zemse of fello j 31 you
£00° many in a =small roome he s bject roun el S apeechosn embGae
conirod wewe -an ""om.}s", hlich seomed a; e ¢ © occaslon, as
we ~ore all feeling veory much on the g0, ni nelan ma 2 mood
tonstmistpesse «
/AT aftornoon the onlors gave a farewell oa to the Sopt
6ros, whigh I attendedd and ent on from there to Manking ro-ukfog to
8ec some of Nr -agees pictures at ile morican chool 1th his oX Dl ante
t1 nse iinnie also spoke a 1!titlee
On Sunday t‘herec was a uinlin AMurnae me » 7L whieh quite
alarge nimber t rned np, and ere ‘Innle a:.oke, =nd a'wwe: the pictu!‘ﬁ I

are §
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Ginling -
that Mr Magee had taken- just the ones of Nenidng-{ I have had them duplicate
[Pot any of the atrocities, It was a good meeting, and Minnie spoke well,

The rest of the time 1in Shanghal, which was Just oyer a for
night was taken up with continued arrangements over the journe;? we were sti
not quite certain which way we were to go, though we finally eliminated the
Yunnan route- and decided that 1t mgst be olther Hankew,—or from Hong
Kong to Wuchow, up the Bearl River, and then across Kwangsi, Kweichow
and Sgsechuan ¥y bus. We continued to make arrangements both ways, though £
the difficulty of teking luggage that way made us hope that it would :
be possibBk to go by Hankow. However, we had to leave it uncertain until we
arrived at Hong Kong, and got final word from Hankow as to what we should
do. ggsiden all the letters, conferences etc, there was packing to be
done, @ things that Florence and I had got out from Nanking were mot final

brought @own from Nanking till about two weeks after we got back, when
the Pritish and American navy 1s very kindly acting as freigh earrier you
have to wait until itais convenient for them to bring ite We decided 4thes 7
after consul&ation that the best way to send the bookg was by pa®é book post
to Kunming, and then have them forwarded frok there. fou cant send by book
post direct to gengtu, but it is possible to do it this way, and works out
cheaper than freight, which 1is vey high indeed to Chengtue It meant quite
a lot of racking up and taking to the post, but the girls helped, and they
yere through it in about four dayse I cant say I did much of that, though
was round the place a bite L meant to help more but over the last week-
end in June I vwas knockdd out for two days by a bout of tummy trouble, and
even when I was up and about I didnt feel too cnergetice I think may be I
went to toof many “hinese feasts, as there were quite a lot glven after 4$ha$

the Gormencpment exercises by various alumnae etc- mainly in honour ofm

ginnie, butg the rest of us were bidden tooe S0 you see 1life got quite .
1lled up, fnd there were people to see before saying good bye to Shanghai
ete, thouglf there mere a lot of people I should have done something about ths

I never did succeed in getting round to see, but I d1d see a few people at
various meg} s,

Also of course there 1is one's own packing to be done- so that alto-
life seemed about as full a8 one wanted, 1f not a 11ttle fuller.[ﬁhe day be
Refore we were due to get on board- that was July 12th- there was a whole
day conference of the delegates to Madras, so I had to keep that free , it
was qulte interesting, though I think we rather tried to cover too much
ground, ahd the interest rather lagged in the afternoon, as 1t was a
pretty ho} day. e got onto the invariable subject of work in occupled
areas- ang whe ther or not Christian schools could really square it with
their conpcience to have their prineipals denouncing the Central govern=

mentI a upholding the new regime, when one knew their heart was not behij
it. t secmed as though 1t would be impossible to build up integrity of
character under those circumstances, and that 1t was really a moral not a
political 1ssue, I doubt 1if magy Chinese principals in this part of the
ounntry would be willin- to do i1t , but in the north things are different,
and apparently many of the prinoipdds are doing it, for the sake of keepin/
their scheéols open, and giving their students the chance of_an education, |
which if they closed down they might not be able to get, ,0 1s all a ver|
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difficult question, but obviously the Chureh 1s in roal danger of falling
back on the preaching of an other worldly gos; el in orderw to avold the
issues of the present situation. It is extraordinarily diffiealt to know
what is the pight thinge to do, you dont want to be purely nolitical, and
certainly dont want to preach in a kind of ccodisiastical veswam, which
seems something of a dangerse I gaw a report of a mission of lesding

apanesec ‘hristlians that had been sent over to Feiping to ake a look over
things, and possibly to start some Christian work from Yapan in China, it
doesnt seem as though 1t would be a Very good dkdel time 8 which to
begin such work, but 4ie even the best of the Japanese dont seem to have
much ides of how the “hincse feel about it all, and I & nt think they can
quite rid themselves of the 1dea that they reall do havs & corfect right
$o be in Nopth Ghlna..i

§OWGV‘r, that wh@le question 1s too complicated to get inte
now, but it does ;resent very d4ifficult problemse

The FEmpress of Japan~ on which we vere golin to ong Kong left
early on vednesday morning, but we had to get on board ‘he nigh* befo
I vent down on the 4 pm tender »i1th most of the girls, ond saw our lu gage
safely esconced in the cabin, and theh returned for a leisurely dinner withi
. Elsie and Gladys, and later =]l sie saw me on to the 11 m tenderse

T felt quite sad that my time 1in Shanghal vas o ocr, I had so'tled}
'into a8 “ort of plessent 11ttle r ntine thore, and I enjoyed staying at
thewhospl tal, But with “lsie and Gladys, but the journey had been &
looming over us for so long, that 1in a way I was 1lad to get started on 1.,
amd the thourht of the two days on the boats, when e couldnt posslbly make
any plans or change of plans was very blissful. Flewence and I had tried
to get third class bookings, but we couldnt, so ‘e travelled 1in luxury fn
Tourist epd second class ., "he Chinese faculty and studonts were travelling)
open third, but they -ere apporenwtly allowed the run of the ship pretts
well, and didnt fare so badly, though thelr babin- they wor: altoge thep
in one large one- was pretty hot, espocially the first nizht before the
ship atarted,

It was a very plensant tvo cays, and the sea wa a smmoth as
glass, though mainly owin~ to the fact that I vas somewhat weary, and that
my stomach had not cuite righted 1tself, i was a little ~ick the first day,

t even that didnt prevent me onjoying ite e sat at @ table with an
tallan opera singer- larg~ and dark- who ha! been endeavouring to teach the
apanese to singe to which takk she w s »r turning after a brief holiday in

Italy. She didnt seem very enamoured of the Japanese, and had no opinion of
their pow rs to sing - she seemed to think tiey lacked both the vowal organs
the musical ear, and the em tion, but asdmitted they had great persistence
and keenness, and thought ‘hey mirht nltimately succeeds hay seem to have
what amounte to almost a passion for western musice

e arrived in long Kong very early on Frlday morning, and at once
w® began to get instructions - before I was out of bed I ot a letter from
Dr Wu and CUa harine Sitherland (Dr Y was 1in “ankow on business) saying that
we had be tter come that vaye ‘e also heard the rather ciworing news that
they were nov running a throwh train from K?tbloon to “an. ow twice a week,
80 we shonld not have to change at Cantone he train that should have left
on Thmrsday was =till sitting win the statdon owing to a collision on the
line, but when we telephoned up we found we couldnt get reservations on
that, so 1t looked as though we should have to -ait tmtil next “ondaye
Florence and I went to the London lMlssion to stay with ‘iss Shilston in
one of the houses on Kobinson Lkoad, they are higher than the hespital, and
have a really lovely view over the harbour- owlng ‘o furlough holidays ete
Miss Shilston was alone, so that Florence and I had a large room each to
ourselves, and felt very luxurious- each room hat a bath attached. Most of
students went to True Light Primary School, But some of t em and the
faculty were staying with friends and relatives.
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@ arranged to meet it 16 ~héw long WLE ~«lel 10 make arrangmonts
at 3 tm that afternooms ‘hen - ¢ parted at the bogt w. 1 ourht we were going
by Hankow, but at noon 1 got an air mail letter from «1gg therland saying
that we had better not come by Hankov, as 1t was almost inpossible to ret
asaages nast ichang, so hat Yy g recommendecr us to g round vy ‘hehow,and
overland by bus, 5o vhen wo met at 3 m we told them i €8y, and then
repaired to the Ching iravel ‘ortbee 1o talk over plans, Aade Beservations
for the boat gning to uchow on ‘uesday, and declded to song Oine telegram to
the irovimelal ooy rovent of 8.an0e4 iskdrg theam 1o r V@ a bus, and
anoher to #p Uy to agk for a milltery 2858y mhleh peoplo soomed to ink
might be necosaary for the hus Jourrey trrs gh threos prov nices, 1f ¢ were
not ‘o bz seare’od all the timae hon =2 had made all arrangements,
and “las H sng had sone off to send the tolegrams , lorc and 4 returned
to teee onr abiding "lnee, nnd ghn tly after g telogran arrived from vr wm
telling s to anme via iankow, a: she Jma “spasages for uay presumably i
passaras fop vhunkfge 7o 8013 Int do mucn that night, b i 1d cend off
& wire to Ur m telling 'aw that o had pol the wire, cancoll! » the ire we
had = Irandy aeont that dny, and asgss wing her that - Wwild ¢ome  wia Hankowe
0 next marmine 5 all met again at th L Ins v ] vV Uxl ¢ hanped
our nlans acaing cancell’n- the noat roscervatisng g iy i making
tentat1 ~ re2aryastions for the nay itraln, snd i tha not osalble
the ‘" ipgday train, they za1a they could not tell u avout the roservations
until) «on nye 80 o rrange tc meet there o nagy noprnd ancd {ind out.
ureiay we spont nlossun 1y away from the . s ravel . rvices
In the morntre we went < ih athedral, and In tle aiq -hon we drove ont
1th anre of the lurnae to se: Py TOWe fa graduat Lovinling, amd clesemabe
of vr =, who Yan not v ry long ago los:. her hesb Lol cown g ‘ong; 4
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went, But that didnt help things much, I monaged to lie
seems essentlal, but it was radher like trying to sleep
We walted next morning in entire uncertaindty as to v
able to move om, but at 1430 pm the train started, about

of Yochow we went over the place that had been bombed, th

falr and squere, there was still an enormous hole there,
all ‘tvisbéd back, they muet have laid the new lines rowund

falrly still, whie

in a hot housee
hen we should be
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ey had got the line
and the lines were

the hole, we simp
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ever 1t all right, and pwwceeded without eventes ‘e had o
we arrived in ‘uchang, for anothor tedbn to cone by e e
damaged niece of track near “slening, but it was too 1la
anything,
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thin: after 1.30, 1t was quite a businegs getting
80 =-called hand luggage to the rorrvy. Lt first t
in sight, only large nimbers of the Chindse army, an
sleocping all over the station, you literally had (o=
then. ‘radually more coolies materialised, and e
lugeacre on to the ferry in time, but we had quit
the coolies, as we had hadto take them on at dift.
exactly know Who had carried how rmach, so that the:
thinzs off the ferry. H“owever, “ ang Dzun-mei disc
had boen moved up river from Yanking, and that th
Nanking, s that on the strength of beins fellow vef
helped us dth the luggage. ien we got flnally
therc seemed hardly eny rickshaws, and nothing clse '+ t
ances- I walked on ahead to telephone from the London Mis
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something, t before I pot there, a telephone messarc had

that all was well, and after about another half haur the
rickshaws with bs ‘age arrived, ine streets of iankow
and although perhaps 2-4 am is not the time one would p
on a nice dark night is has at least the advantage of bet
time as for as air raids apeconcerned , gnd is also

‘he servant in Miss lloody s ‘lat had ve:
poovided bottles and bottles of coled water, haéh
and ¢ also had a srack of something to eat, be Corc S

night or rsiher morr ing- 1t was guite 1i-ht by t time I
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 We are ve 1404 CJ_L]_ ol or a j)l"(' e Lo Lay 1 /\’ Gpie facul 1‘77 are

8leepin downstairs in liss “oody's flat, and th

in the 7lat that has been in use for the yonen 1 TS
e L

and I are eating here, +iang Sg-du, Rrene's servant 1is ,
the othet have occasional meals with us-"but they have m
at &t Paul's to have their meals there, and 1t is only
avay, so that isnt so bad. o have all got bhed :
water, and 1t is a relatively safe part of the cliy- tI
walls are all decorsated withe the Unlon Jack- (o at
at times 1t secmsg ae though the iiish flag wa
protectione . ’
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for repatts, and owing to the chortage of labour they ar
slowly. ihey originally said the boat would 70 about Ay
Aug 16th, and I dont think there 1is any guarantee that if

924

e laces soem
ravel saloon
boat iIs laild up
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g0 thens <ousver, there 1is nothing to be done about 1t, I dont think thore

G any through peassages to be had ex¥cert on Govormment ponts, and we ave much
Bottor off waliting here than in Ieheng, vhich 1s ero:ded to overfl

All ihe -eople I have Sdlked to seem to think thst “ankow ia safe for at

lesst ahother six weeks, and many would put it over two monthe or Mmoree

am cure B & & will do thoelr best to got the doat ropalved, and in ihe
meanvhile I think the only thing for ue to do 1s to wnlt pag‘.ntly. ‘herc G
lotes of latters ete ono osn rite, and T tidnk ve siell be able to pol some
work “or the students to o at the hed “ross ngo;;t_l] 8 1l rhaps the work
party- so I hope thre time will rass pretty quicklye he t1 scomsg to have
%cne cry quiekly since we arrived, though excoept fo: a o calls, chureh obe

shold find 1t hard to sey rhat exactly I have dor6e - ree in this
rathar hot westhem( thongh 1t hasnt been 6t all unbearan ! ince we arrived
here) one can alvays do & good bit o nloeping, cuspeclally in the o flornoone

e Mdersons art Gingese who went v to alings arrivod back in
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Hgnkow on "ridaye the same any as e dids "hey had retur:ed by way of the
ralleny “rom “Lukiang to Hanchang, at loest 1t ves:i i Luaklang 1tcolf %
& ploco ~bout 490 mtlea up the linge thow Chinese serc tesrin up the tveak
pehind tram ns they enty then they vent tc Ghan shha, o 30 back to Yanke
;arf 0 @ ay they travelled in a steel llned cn: s WHICL 1wt have boen as
Bot wa hell in this -anther,
@ are hopines to go over io Chany toe i} : vailarine- we
BO A » Yes'erday Dut 1t reinede Towdavy 1g now i ag lat, I started
this lotter yeailerdays

I trust that cur =eit in wnko- i be falrly mevoehtiul,
80 I oxpect to "rite tro next instalment of this Loy o r trip ur to
v} “ingy porhaps as e ot thp oh the gorgess

'y love to all o you,
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GINLING COLLEGE
NANKING, CHINA

Letters from Eva Spicer
August 11 - September 3, 1938

August 11, 1938 - We have been trying to do a little useful work while we are here,

and I have been to the Red Cross Godown three mornings, where the eighth consignment
of the Lord Mayor's Fund has Just arrived - we began unpacking that yesterday., (We

spent most of yesterday moving drugs from one shelf to another, as they were re-or-

ganizing the systems,

We had a Chinese meal on Tuosday evening with an alumnae, who is now doing
Physical education work with factory girls. Madame Chiang is doing her best to
remove both the factory-machinery and all - ad the girls too, as she doesn't like
the thought of leaving so many young girls here, but out of 2,000 in the factory
where our alumnae - Djang Yin feng by name - is working, only 200 were willing to
leave their families and gos So I don't know how successful they will be in their
endeavor to move industrial enterprises,

Two of the alumnae who were present at this meal had been working with the
wounded soldiers in the winter in Nanchang, and the country near, and had very much
enjoyed it; they found the soldiers so responsive and so eager to learn.

There is a great difference of opinion in Hankow as to how long it will be
held, some say that if the Chinese really put their backs into it, there is no reason
why it should ever be lost! Other people seem to expect it to fall in about six
weeks, others say October or thereabouts. Of course the trouble with Russia may
make a difference. Everybody agrees that if Hankow falls it will create a very
serious probelm for the Central government -~ how serious people again differ on -
some think that it would mean the end of the Central government, but others think
that Chiang could weather even that,

August 17, 1938 - I wrote last during the air raid on Thursday. It turned out to
have been quite a bad one. They got among other places the Hwa Chung Compound, a
building thet was used by the Boy Scouts, Justopposite the building where I had my
office when I was teaching at Hwa Chung in the fall, also fell quite rnear St. Hilda's
where I visited often when I was here. Of course tho worst part of these raids is
the tremendous loss of life and the woundeds They dropped the bombs in fairly
crowded districts. One of the worst places was along the Han river; apparently they
were aiming at some boats which were removing some of the machinery from factories
that are being dismantled in Wuhan. They may have got some of the junks, I think
they did, but they also got a lot of poor people who live in that district,

On Friday we had another air raid, about the same timo - they all mostly seem
to come about noon - this one was Just as bad as the day before, and as far as Hankow
was concerned rather worsc, as they dropped bombs in the Japanese concession, and
on the Ping Han railways, not the Hankow station itself, but a little way down the
line, the numbers killed and wounded were pretty high again, and I think the cities
felt decidedly nervous. They thought they were warming up for the worst one of all
on Saturday, the day on which the war in Shanghai started last yeors

On lionday we started th day quietly and went through the noon hour without
anything; however, there was one from 5=-6, not a bad one, as they concentrated mainly
on the air-field, we were in the Lutheran home at the time, and that is a fairly
solid building. On Tuesday we started with a warning just after breakfast, about
S am, but that time went without any bombs being dropped or guns fireds However,
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around noon we had a real one, I think the bombs dropped as near to here as they
have ever dropped. We could see the clouds of smoke very clearly. I am afraid
it was another bad one as far as human lif'e was concerned.

Life really hasn't been quite as full of air raids as this account sounds,
as after all, the longest of them only lasted about 1% hours, and you can go on
doing other things, though when the deep hush descends over the city after the
rush of feet and cars when the siren sounds, and you hear the gentle hum of the
aeroplanes growing louder, it seems almost impossible téy%n typing, because you
do want to listen, even though you don't, and the +typing makes quite a noise.

If I have not something like folding dressings on hand, I have found that playing
patience is a very good occupation, there is enough to keep your mind occupied a
bit, and yet it doesn't need very much intelligence. All the group are wonderfully
good, and there are none of them that show the slightest sign of any lack of self-
control, though I don't suppose they like them. No one would.

Florence and I had tried to see Mr. Durdin of the New York Times on Monday,
as he wanted to ask us a few questions about Nanking (itwas n%t an interview, just
a friendly chat, because ho knew people there) but he was busy looking at the air
raid just then, however, we went on Tuesday, and chatted pleasantly for an hour.

August 23, 1938 - The official sailing hour of the boat was 7 a.m., but they didn't
actually leave until about 8:30, m st of the time in between was taken up with the
inspection of tickets. They are trying to prevent the boys on the boat from selling
places at high prices to people, in an entirely unauthorized manner. So they go

as carefully as they can through all the passengers to see if they have an official
ticket; if they haven't they try to get the passenger to identifyy the boy who sold
the place, and they arrest the boy. I think they generally let the passenger stay

on boards Then there are stowaways and other excitements.

August 27,1938 - We are due to arrive in Chunking today, sometime this afternoon
I thinke I must own that I have a lazy nature, and shall be quite sorry to leave
the relative comfort and peace of the ship, and take up the strenuous business of
seeing to luggage, or rather helping to see to luggage, making inquiries about
buses, and generally getting a move on for the next rather tiresome bit of the
Journey. It is only a two days bus ride to Chengtu, but apparently it is quite a
business getting seats on the bus.

The boat left Ichang early next mprning, and we were up good and early to
see the Gorgess They have Chinese pilots who have been on the river since they were
born, and who know nothing but the river. The river was running very fast indeed,
and the Captain said that only a very skilled pilot could have brought the boat up,
They had to keep clear of the main stream altogether, as otherwise, the boat could
have made no headway at all, and that meant hugging the bank wherever possible, and
of course that can't always be done because of the rocks, etc. so we did a good
bit of tacking from side to side. The pilot is apparently quiteuﬁﬁle to explain
anything, his apprentice learns by doing, but he knows the river almost intuitively.
We had apparently another quite difficult day yesterday from Wanshien on up, as
the river has risen again, and there was one rapid that they were not quite certain
whether they would be able to make or not, however, they did, The captain said that
nobody who knew the consequences could have brought the boat safely through, but the
pilot just knew the river, and wasn't thinking about the consequences.

Since we have got into Szechuan we have seen a lot of half-timbered houses,
that give a very Tudor appearance to the landscape, there are many more trees in
Szechuan than in many other parts of China, hence the much greater use of wood for
houses.
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September 1, 1938 - Well, we didn't get off as soon as we had hoped, Dr. Vu had

the promise of & bus from Chunking to Chengtu, but at the last moment they could not
make their promise goods So that we were greeted by the word that there was no
immediate prospect of leaving Chunking. However, we should hardly know ourselves

on this journey if we didn't have to wait.

Katharine Boeye, who used to be in Nanking at the Methodist Girls' Schai
there, met us and very kindly took off all the students and Chinese faculty to her
school, which is situated some way outside the town. They got away first, and the
three of us (Catharine Sutherland, Florence Kirk and myself) waited until we had
seen all of the luggage (93 pieces) off the boat. It was being handled by the
Canadian Mission Agency, and I don't know that we really did much good, but anyway
we felt as though we were doing something.

Gordon Jones and his wife (he is the Canadian Mission Business manager)
live heres It is something in the nature of an hotel for transients, and people
drop in for odd meals. There is also a radio, and we have listened eagerly each
night to the news from Hong Kong and Manilla, I must own that the news fram Europe
rather makes my insides turn over within me, but I am still hoping that perhaps
Germany will stop and think when she sees the weight of opposition piled up against
her. Therevas a Dutchman in last night, and he seemed to think that they wouldn't
fight, but you can't really tell out heres I must own that at times like these one
feels frightfully faraway in a place like this.

Chunking is the most inconvenient city for getting about that I have yet
met. Everything is a long way from everything else; it is so much up and down that
the rickshas are very slow, the buses are terribly full, and most irregular, and
you mare or less can only get on at a station or two before the terminus, ride to
the terminus, stay on there for the ride back.

September 2, 1938 -~ We scem to be making some headway of the transport problem; some
of the girls have already got away, and we have the promisc of a bus some time within
the next week, no one quite knows when.

We have seon quite a lot of people, Florence being a Canadian, and most of
the missionaries here being Canadian, people have been anxious to sece her. There
are also a lot of our alumnae here, and we have been to one alumnae party, had some
here and visited some of thems Chunking is Just as full as it can be, maily I think
of the rather better class refugecs, as the poorer ones do not get as far as here.

September 3, 1938 - Ve have made better time for getting away from Chunking than

I expected tos MM st of the party left on a bus this morning, and in view of the

fact, that when we arrived Dr. Wu's carefully laid plans had fallen down, and thot

we vere starting more or less from seratch, I think Hvang Dzun-mei has done very well.
She has dene very well. She has done it all here by sheer dogged sticking to it.

She really is a very good person for a trip like this, competent and completely un-
ruffleds I have never known her very well before, and it is intercsting to see how
many qualities she has.

Ther e are six mombers of the faculty still left, and one student.. There
are various reasons why the faculty are bringing up the rear, sufficient, I thinlk,
but not worth going into here. e hope to get off in warious ways within the next

eck, though I may have to wait till the beginning of the week after for a seat on
+he Canadian truck going to Chengtu to take the Canadian children to school, when
should be acting as a chaperone.
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One feels terribly far away from things here, and the European situation

is of the variety that makes one want to be on the spot. Doubtless one will get
accustomed to living by the radio news, and what one can get out of the Chinese
newspapers, but I have never lived out of reach of an English daily before this.




FROM MISS EVA SPICER

Written in Chengtu - September 24, 1938

CAMPUS NEWS
PREVIOUS TO BEGTNNING OF FULL COLLEGE PROGRAM

Florence Kirk and I arrived in Chengtu on September 13th, just
two months after we left Shanghai. ost of that time was spent waiting., So
far as the actual travel was conosrned, we did fairly well. Florence and I
wore the last to leave Chungking, and were very lucky to coms in a private
oar with an alumma and her fiance, 6o we really had a very comfortable Journey,
and were able to enjoy it rather than endure it. 1 will enclose the last of
my general letters.

Life on this 0%’0_8. in many respects is rather like life in the
Nanking commni¥y - 1 mean for teas, discussion groups eto, DPut the Chinese
are less to the fore than down river, it has naturally taken longer here to
develop the Chinsse leadership. Don't coment on this anywhere, as we have to
walk very warily in commenting on the situatlon, as there 1s a very nigh degrees
of provincial and looal consciousness 3 and while the foreigners all seem
fectly charming and welcoming as individuals, I think that perhaps as a @x-up
1% inevitably extends to them too. I'ow hard it is for any of us to
&8 & group, I am sure those os us who come from down river have much of that
consclousness of being different too, and help to create problems, When we have
helped the self to overocome the self in service of & group, it i& so hard for him
to see that group in the right proportion. I quite understand how Jesus said that
loving Cod was the first commandnent, but it ie not easy to get that vital love
of God which really puts all else into the right place.

The news from Europe last nizht looks gnastly, and one hardly knows
what tc hope for. War would be ghastly, and yet to go on giving way when 1t is
fear of war and not conviction seems bad too. I suppose that if England, France,
Russia and the United States could really get together, and tell Germany to stop-
and then set about economic adjustments and gradual disarmement, it might be
possible to get out of this prasent lmpasse, but I don't suppose there is much
chance of that. Chamberlain seems to have exhausted every honourable, not to
say dishonourable, way of keepin: the peace. I wonder what the personal offedt
of his interviews with itler was on him. Tt is fortunate indeed that there are
several radlos on this ocampus, and there is a daily mimeograph of the radio news
of tho night before, otherwise we should be very cut off. We can get London direot
quite olearly, also Manila and Hongkong, so we might %e worse off. The Eritish
Broadoasting Company emmoincer has a very calm volce, and the way in which they
present the news seemsz to be fairly objective - certainly there is nothing in
his amounocements to stir the passions. T am afraid the sane is not true of the
German armounocers. God, what a worldl I suppose we desecrve it because Versailles
was a orime. If we could only adnit that we were in the wrong, and sit down and
start again, but tlat seoms impossible.

‘@ seem to have been rather overshadowed in a personal way since we
got here, Just for your own information, one of the students who had come with
us all tho way [roh@ShaWpMASUSORHELtES1ouse1a8he WadnEes NIusEaIng | kernovd th WHo
gushpgm.@ndgmd & very nloce girl as well as being a good student, We had
a memorial service for her Saturday a week ago. Then yesterday 11 Dg~djen and other
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menbers of her family arranged a memorial service for Li Dg-chen, the youngest

of the family and a Ginling graduate of 1929,.(She came to college before Dg~djen).
She had been for eight years at Hwalyuan, for most of the time principal of the
Girls* school there. She had been planning to zo to America for study in the fall
of 1987, but in May when she was being exmmined she found that she had a stomaoch
uloer, and had to give up her plans for the time being., ¥he rested and was in
Awaiyuan hoping to get out to Shanghai or Peiping for treatnent, but couldn't

get out, and got weaker and weaker and finally died. She died in July, ut the
family didn't get word of 1t t111 August. It wma supposed to be cancer. The
family naturally felt very badly at the separation. She was a very good and
capable person, and it seams a terrible wagte, but I can't say that I think it

is a dad world to leave as far ss she is concerned.

Ootober 2nde I am afraid two weeks has elapsed since I last wrote. The tempo
of IIT%e seems to have got faster and faster, this is mainly due to the fact that
not only have the Ginling preparations for the opening of our Freshman month
got under way, but also that the Fwa Si people have been very ind in asking ue
to join certain of their groups, anc that the combination of the two comes o a
good deal., Also when one is settling into a new place there are bound to be
things to buy, and a few domestio arrangements to make.

I moved into our new dormitory(which is Just next to the Library

and the Women's College compound) last Wednesday week. I am eating two 'meals a
day, breakfast and supper, with the Faculty of the Women's College, and lunch in
this dormitory - two foreign and one Chinese meal. This dormitory is really pretiy
good congidering how quickly it has been built, T+ is three sides of a quadrangle -
the dining room and the common room occupy most of the bottom middle part, and the
faoculty have thelr rooms above that section, while the students occupy the two wings
downstairs and up. They are sleeping in double decker beds, so that therec are four
studenits in each room. Ve expeot to house about 110 students, eighteen faculty,
and & few odds and ends from other institutions. The furniture in the faculty
rooms was fairly reasonable I think, for the bed, desk, bureau, chair, washstand
the price was $20.50, which at the present rate of exchange 1s quite a lot under
a %, of course it is not tho most artistic and beautiful of furniture, but still
it is serviceable and workmanlike. Tor hanging space wo have a fixture attached
to the wall, around which we ocan drape our own hangings. We also have a wicker

ir, I have added (or am about +o add) a bamboo bookshalf at $2.40 and an extra

boerds I say I have added; it would be truer to say Dz-djen has added, as she
has done the main part of the shoppin; and bargaining. e have had two shopping
expeditions together lookinz for material foxr, curtains, covering for the wardrobe,
also such necessities as a lamp shade, mi some nails, a thermos etc. Such
things as mirrors, thermoses, etc. are pu ble but expensive as they mainly
come from down river. Cotton stuffs are also muoh more expensive here., /e have
electric light, but no water laid on, so it all has to he carried, also up to date
the proper bath tubs have not arrived, so ono's washing is largaly reatricted to
the basgin: and T mst own a sponge bath does nat ma'see xo feel as clean s a tub
bath. We are going to try community living, faculiy and students settling their
regulations together, though I suppose some will be different, so we shall have to
make an effort to Jive as we should, Iiving at such c¢lose quarters, I think we
bave ot to have certein comaon egreements, such as quiet hours, and it seemed as
though 1t would be better %o go in thoroughly to the scheme rather than half and
half.

fihen we wore in Shanghal we had rather wanted to change our curri-
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culum 8o a8 to make it less departmentalized, and perhaps looking rather more

to the rural side of 1life than we had, However, we ocan't do much gt that, as the
Govermment is prescribing the currioulum for all colleges - but we thought that

At any rate as we had a month spare with the Freshtien(they are here from Ostober

1st, and the upper classes don't start until November lst, as they are all at
Hilitary Training, so we can wait until then to start regular classes with the
Freshmen) we could try and get them & little more curious and aware of the actual
situation around about them. So we are plamming speoial activities for this month,
The various committees — which were really working committees in conneotion with that
is what has been taking most of the time for the last teh days, as we had to set

up the program fairly quickly.

The first week is more or less like what we have had in the past at
Finling for Freshmen Week, getting acquainted with the campus, having physical
examinations, general lectures of various kinds, talks on the histéry of Ginling
etc. But the second and third week we arc dividing into four groupes - and trying
to take up special problems and questions under the guidance of the Faculty.
Four flelds are: Educational and Cultural; Social and Economic; Health and Recreation;
and Rural. Of course the last includes all the others from one point of view, but
we are plamning a short trip into the rural centre nearby, so that it has to be
soparate. We are hoping to go to Hsintu, where some of the work formerly done by
Jimy Yen in Tinghsien is now being done, All members of the Faculty are serving
on one group or other, and we have had a lot of comaittees setting up programs.
I don't inow how suoccessful we shal. be, but I think it will have helped the
Faculty a certain amount. The idea is that having been stimulated with visits
and questions they i with more alert minds, not
content just to absorb, ng to sec the bearing of what they are studying
on concrete situations. Also the Faculty is supposed to do more in the way of
correlating their courses, both with other courses, and with the problems studied.

This then has been the main background of my 1ife, but in addition there
have been various Hwa Si activities. There is an all~Paculty prayer meeting every
Wednesday evening, which at the moment is centering on topies relating to ¥adras,
I had to lead it last week. I have also been twice to a Discussion group. We started
with disarmament, but we have left that to discuss What 1s the Use of Mationalism,
The general background seems to bs that of the chaos of the world, and what is the

I also went to an enlarged executive meoting of the FeO0uRe I am afraid
I have the meeting habit rather badly. Socially ther: have been a dinner, a tea
or two, ete., and the Saturday before last one of the leading Chinese generals in
this oity invited all the foreigners in town to lunch. %e was indeed a man of
faith, as in spite of the fact that it lad rained almost every day that week, and
looked extremely like rain that day he had all the tables spread out of doors in
& rather lovely bamboo grove. It was true that the bamboos were thiok enough to
shield us from a little drizzle, but not from a real cownpour. However, his faith
ws Justified; though it seemed almost impossible that it should not rain, it did
actually refrain, and we had our lunch in peace.

Yost of the foreign cormunity of Chengtu is missionary.(The largest
mission here seems to be the Canadian United Church, but the Ameriocan Methodist,
Baptist, and the English EBpiscopalian(Church Missionary Society) and English
Friends are also here.). There are a few aviators, and one or two business men -
but very few compared with the missionary community, which is pretty large owing
to Weat China Union University, which has a rather large proportion of foreigners
I think, than most down river colleges; though of oourse having a dental and medical
school as well as the others it naturally is a large faculty in any oase. The
General's dinner party was a good opportunity to learn a good many of the foreign
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commmity. Ve had a few charmcteristioc Szechuaness dishes, whioch are very hot
and peppery, but for the most part the dishes were of & meture that even dowm
river people could well appreciate.

- 4 -

Our Freshmen came offiocially last Saturday, and we have been having
quite a strenuous time with them since. I with other mezibers of the Faculty
have escorted them out on 4 expeditions ~ one to a place of historical interest -
Wu Ho Sze «~ where an famous at the time of the three kingdoms 1is buried.
The courtyards of the templé are quite piloturesque, and there are some lovely trees.
In one of the courtyards there is an orphanage for children who were left destitute
by & bad femine in Ssechuan two years ago. The other expedition was to a Tech-
nological Institute for the training of mechaniocs for the repair of aeroplanes,
guns etc. The girls seem more interested in machine guns, bombs, and the parts of
the planes than in anything else up to date that they have seen.

I also accompanied them to visit the upper classmen who are in military
training, it is Leing held in the place where the o0ld Manohu palace was, and which
is now being cocupiled by the Szechuan University. The courtyards are again pio-
turesque, but the buildings don't amount to mich, and I think are mainly modern,
and not the old buildings, though the style is old. The girls are having mainly
lectures on nursing, hygiens, anatomy, elc. and I guess they get pretty bored,
a3 there 1s no practiocal work, and they have seven leotures o day. I had visited
them once before, btut both times the visit was & rather hurried one, as we arrived
rather late, the first time becsuse our Faculty meeting had lasted longer than we
expsoted, and the seoond time because we had lunch before we went, and it is hard
to get a largish group under way.

One day I went round the Museum with them. I don't mean 1 W& taking

them, Dre Oraham, the curator of the luseum was doing that. I have mlgo 1istened
%o a good many lectures in Chinese, from which I did not always get very much,
though sometimes I understood most of it, The Museum I mentioned belongs to West
China Union University, and is quite a good one on Chinese art. There are also a
good many things fram Tibet.

Wie now seem to have moved into the wedding zone. On Thursday I went to
that Amerioan and apparently also Canadian institution, a shower, for a girl on the
oampus who is to be married in two weeks from today. She is a daughter of some
relatives of Florence's, and she is marrying a man in the University of Nanking.
Today I want to a wedding of one of our alummme of the Class of 1933, to which I
was adviger, She is & Christian, but not a member of any given church, he is, I
think, not a Christ 8o they had a purely oivil wedding ceremony at which nr,
Wu presided. The audience behaved pretty well dmring that time, and the gpeeches
afterwards seemed quite amusing, though I couida't follow them all, you have to
know Chinese very well to get the full flavor of suech speeches. The Eridegroom
looked over-determined for my taste, but I believe he ia a very able man, and
Lin-mei has a good disposition. Next Saturday there is another wedding, also of
the Class of 1933, and also marrying a member >f the University of Banking faculty
(the first bridegroom was one too), but that will be a Christian wedding, which
is better, I think.

We have had quite an excitement this week, as two nights running thieves
got into the house. The first night(Tuesday night) he got into Dr. Wu's room by
& ladder, and cleared her hanging place of about four dresses and three coats, then
he moved the ladder on to Dr, Reeves! room, and mus§ have slipped her flashlight
and spectacles into his pooket, but when he began lecting a blanket or two from
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her chair, she awoke,mde a movement, Bd he left hastily by the window, so she
didn't lose much. The next night a again got into the room of one of the
Chinese teachers, and she realized tha® he was behind her bed, and soreamed and
soreamed, and soremmed, I never heard such blood curdling yells, I thought some-
body was at least being murdered. However, it frightened him sway, and that time
he didn't get anything. Thieves are apparently pretty bad in Chengtu, and we are
fairly wmprotected at the back, as there is no wall, Other people rather lost
sleep over it, but I oan't say I did. Both times I went back +o sleep quite
pencefully,

Another small excitement was an air raid warning on Tuesday morning,
tut they only gave the first signal, never the urgent, and the all clear went in
about three quamters of an hour; they were glving us the warning because the
planes werc at Chungkingjand apparently bombed the mercdrome there.

I have done & certain amount of listening to the radie, you get lendon
remarkably olearly, and there is mimeographed report every morning of the main item of
news from the night before, so that you get the main items through that. Florence
ard I have . to do it on Thuwrsday night, and it really is quite a business.
You start mg-in at 7;30 p.m. to get the Chengtu English broadcast whioh
gives you the » correct and incorrset, about China, then you try to gét Manila
&t 7345 p.me and finally london at 8330 pum. After that you have to compile what
you have taken down very hurriedly and sorapily (as we are not shorthend writers)
in a proper form, and decide how mmuch you oan get on one legal length stenoil,
which takes quite some caloulation. Florence and I did it last Thursday for the
firet time, and it took us solidly from 7:;%0 Pem. to 11 pem., though I suppose we
shall get quicker as we get xore smcoustomed to it. I feel 1t may become a burden,
but I am glad to have the news every other day, 50 I feel one should be willing to
cooperate.
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which really puts all a%se into the right peepeplace,
The news from Burope last nicht looks ghastly, and one
hardly knows what'to hope fore.War would be shastly, and yet to g0 on

giving way when 1t 1s fear of war and not convieti S Mbad tooe
I suppese that 1if ine] and, France, .ussia and the MQ%“ T@ﬂll’f get

3
2 together, and tell Germany to stop = and then set about nconomic
adjustmente and pgradual disarmament, it might be possible to get out of
this nresent Impaase, but L dont suprose there is much chance of thate
~hamberlain seems to have exhausted every honourablesnot to say dishonour-
aple, way of keeping the peacer I wonder what the pefsonal effect of his
intérviews with <hamber Hitler was on him. It is fortunate indeed that
there are several radios on this campus, and there 1is a dally mimeograph
of the radlo news of the nisht before, otherwise we should be very cut
offe We can get London direct ouite clearly, also Hanil#a Wﬂ#hong Kong, so
we might be worse off, he B.B.C. announcer has g very calm volce, and
the way in ~hich they present the news seems to be faitrdy objective- corte
ainly 1s nothing to stir the passions in his nnounc ement 8, I .am
afraid the same is not true of the german announcers Gwr,'hﬂ1 a whed
f we
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Ginling College,
West China University,
Chéngtu.
Szechwan. ¥ct 2nd, 1938,

I am afraid two weeks has elapsed since I last wrotes iAfe-seema-40 M
The tempo of 1life seems to have got faster and faséer, this 1s mainly due to
the fact that not only have the Ginling preparations for the opening of our i
Freshmen month got under way, but also that the Hwa Si people have been very,
kind in asking us to join certain of thelr groups, and that the combination
of the two comes to a good deal, 41s0 when one 1is settling into a new place
there are bound to be things to buy, and a few domestie arrangements to make.

| moved Into our new dormi tory( which 1s Just next to the Library and
the Women's ollege compound) last Wednesday week,/ but I continued © eas my
mehls with Blsie Priest until luesday, that meant quite a lot of walkinge
Now| I am eating two meals a day(breakfast and supper) with the Faculty of the
Women's “ollege, and lunch in this dormitory- two foreign snd one Chinese mes
This dormitory 1is really pretty good considering how quickly 1t has been
bullte It 1s three sides of a quadrangle~ the dining room and common room
oce most of the bottom middle part, and the faculty have their rooms above
tha while the students occupy the two wings downstalrs and up, Fhey are
sleéping in double decker beds, so that there are four students in each
room, ggWe expect to house about 110 studenty, eighteen faculty, and a few od
and ends from other institutions. The fumniture in the faculty rooms was
fairly reasonable I think, for the bed, desk, bureay, chair, wakhandstand
the pretde was 20,50 dollars, which a. the presant rate of exchange is quite
a lot under a £, of course it is not the most artistic and beautiful of
furnitue, but still 1€ 1s eewie serviceable and workmanlikey, For hangesming
space we have a fixture attached to the wall, around which we can drape our
own hangingse We slso have a wicker chalr, I have added( or am about to add )
a8 bamboo bookshelf at 2,40 dollars, and an extra cupboard,  as I seem to have
too many things to put them away in what I already havey 1 say I have added:
i1t would be truer to say Dze~djen has added, as she has done the main part of
the shoppling and bargaining, We have had two shopping expeditions toge ther .
looking for material for curtddns, kand covering for the wardrobe,also such
necessities as a pamp shade, mirror, some nails, a thehmos etc. Such things®
ag.mirrors thermoses etc—are purchasable but expensive as they mainly come f
down rivere Gobton stuffs are also much more expensive heree We have
electric 1light, but no water laid on, 8o 1t all has to be carried, also up o
date the prpper bath tubs have not arrived, 4hew- s0 one'ls washing is largely
restricted to the basin; and I must own a spogge bath does not make me feol
as clean as a tub bath, We are going to try @ mmunity living, facfﬁly and
students settling their regulations together, though I Suppose some will be
different, so we shall have to make an effort to live as we should. Living at®
such close quarters, I think we have got to have certain common agreements,
such as quiet hours, and it seomed as though it would be better to go in
thoroughly ¢o the scheme rather than half and half,

When we were in Shgnghai we had rather wan ted to change

our curriculum- so as to make 't less departmentaliged, and perhaps looking
rather more to the rural side of 1life than we had. However, we canfdo much §
at that,as the Government 1is prescribing the curriculum for all collepes- but §
we thought that at anyrate as we had s month spare with the Freshmen,(they ;
are here from 4khe Oct lst, and theg upper classed dond§ start until Nov 1st
as they are all at Military Training, so we can walt until then to start
regular classes with the Freshmen) we would try andget them a l1ittle more
curious and aware of the actual situation apanmd about themy S0 we are plann
speclal activities for this month, The various commlttees- which were reall
working committees 4n connection with that,, 1s what has been taking most of
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the time for the last tend days, as we had to set up the program Luirly quicklye
The first week is more or less like what we have had in the past at
Ginling for Freshmen Week, getting acquainted with the Campus, having pplsical
exX amsy”’ neral lectures ot various kinds, talks on the history of @inling etce
But the coeend gecond and third week we are dividing into four groups- and
trying to take up special problams and questions under the guidance of the
acultyrho t likely to know some thing about 1t} thowph in certain cases we are
rather Ihcking in spocialiﬁts. The four fields are ducational and Cultural,
Social end “conomic, Health and “eceeation, and hur&l; Of course the last
includes all the others from one point of view, but we are plwming-; a short
trip Into a rural centre near by, so that 1t has to be soparate. Vie are hoping
to go to Hsintu, where some of the work formerly done by Jimmy Yen 1n Tinghsien
1% now Leing done. All members of the Faculty are serving on one group or other
and we have had a lot of committees selting up programs. I dont know how suce=-
esseful we gqall be, b - 4 think 1t will hQVé Lelped the K faculty g pertain amount
The 1dea is that lvs -~ M . &“1fo1§Its and quesitbéns
they will come to thelr ord nary courses vith more al@g¥ minds, gpd not b cone-
tent just to absorb, but wuu£¢u» see the D aring of what lhey are studyIng on
concrcete situations 4180 [ho FacTlty 18 gupposed to do more in the way of
correlating thelr courses, both with otier coures, and 'ith the problems studieds
lils then had bean the main backgoound of wy life- but in addition tner
have boen various “wa Si activities. 1herc is an all=facult rayer meeting
every -ednesday ewening, 'hich at th moncnt is centring on topics relating do
Madrase I had to lead it last weck, which as a week emrlier than I orgiinally
expected to, but it res just as well that it was, as I had more time last week
than this to prepare, as we have begun he freshmen program nows _ It went off
11 right 1 think, exgept that right at the beglanlng Yatharine Tainted, ang
nade rather curious noises, hoviever, there were plenty of doctors in the group,
so she was carried off, and we vent one Sh had sprained her wrist, and 4 think
i1t was mainly the pain that saused the lalnte I haye also been twice to
a Yiscussion groupe/ which 1s dL"LUS\in{ I am not quite certain whaty We
gtartec wlith “Yisarmament, but T t to discuss ‘hat is the Vse of
ationalism, sgywms The genoral 03@ und secms to be that of the chaos of the
world, and what is the .ay out also «aht to an enlarged exoecutlive of 1
FeOeRe I am afraild I have thec meeting 1t rather badlye socially
been a dinn v, a tea or two et€y and E|< ni irday beforc last éne of th
Chinese generals in this city 1nvited all the forelgners In town to lunche He
wae Indecd a man of faith, =28 in splte of the fact that it had ralned almost
every day that .eek, and lookad extremaly lilke raln that day he had all
tables spz2ead out of doers in a r\?Uer[lovsly bamboo grove. , was true
bamboos vwere thiek cenough to shiakd us little drizzle, but not from
downpoure J“0"c>\/'>r, his faltih we justifiedy o though 1t secumed almost
that 1t shovld not rain, 1t did 2ctually refrain, ard we had ocur lunch

7 ®ost 6 the foreign community of Chengtu is missionary of Fhero aree a f

tors, anu one or tw business men- but very few compared with the missionary
community, which 1i: retty large owin est “Yhina University, which has a
rather lorger propemtion of forei s, + think, than most down river colleges}
Bhough of course having a Bental and "edical School as well as the others it
natn1a1¢J is a large foculty in any casee- M was a good opporunity to learn a
good many of the Forcign Community. ° had a fow characteristi Szechuenese
dishes, which arc are very hot and peppery, but Tor the most art the dishes
ere of a naétre that even down river people could well appreclate. “he larges
missicn here soems to be the “Yanadlan ited Church, byt the Auerlican Me thodis
Baptiss, and *nglish ‘piecopalian( Churgh miascsionary Soclety)
Friends arc also heree -
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3 Having begun with an eé# of funerals, we novw scemed o have mowv
Into the wedding zone. On Thursday I went to &hat American and apparently
al so Canadian ehkewer Ins titution a ghower{ which secoms to me rather a racket
for getting you to glve several presente Besides the wedding present) for a
glrl on the Campus who 1s to be married in two weeke from to-dayl which 1is
now Oct 8thyg thig lettier h ving gore on for some time'], ahe 1s g daughter of
some reolstiphe ¥rdvence's, and she is marrying a man in the Unlversity of
!ankingﬂ 80 I supbose I have som: slight connection with her, and I have been
nvited %o the weGding but 4+ dont reelly sec hy 4 should give more thhan one
presente/ To—uuy I ont to g wedding of one of our Alumnse of the Clasg: of
1933, 6 which I was adviser, She is g Uhristian, but not & member I any
given Chureh, he i¢ s I think , not . “hristian, so thev had arely civil
ceremony at whieh ¥ 1 presided, thew andierce behaved prett 1 d ring
that timey and the speeches tervards zseemod ouite amusing, thowugh I couldnt
follov them all, you heve to kno Chineso very ‘e¢ll to get ihe full lwour of
such sppeches, +ho bridegreom looked over determined fwesm Tor ny taste, but

belicve he 15 . a verv able ms ! wade Line: N ood disposition.
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London Mission,
Hankow,
Oct 1sth,

Dear Rebececa,

We have been asked by Dr Wu and Minnie to supply you with
material for publicity. So I am enclosing a long, not very interesting
agcount of ouwr dolngs up to date in Wuchang, it will give you the general
bacgground and conditions of our 1lige here, and you can piek out anygshing |
speeial that you want., We will try to write all the more interesting things
that happen to us hereafter. -

I just began %s when the warning went for 4ae an air raid,
to be more exacat the segco warning, s0 the lights went out, and 1 wasg
not able to finish 1t. lhere was a rather noisy five minutes, I think
it wasmostly anti-air craft guns, but I think there were a few bombs
dropped too, though 1 dont think they can have been very neare I am at
Henkow at the moment., +his part of the city- the old British concession 1is
supposed(?) to be reddtively safe, weo Just stayed where we were and closed
the shutters, you cant did dug outs in Hankow, you stm ke water too soon.

I think all things considered 1ife is going pretty well feor
the Ginling group at “wa Chung, the conditions are crowded, but every body
is awfully good about 1t,.Pestdnately all the faculty are qulet sleepers ,
and we dont 4himk wake each other much at night, my camp bed creeks when
ever I turn over in 1t, but otherwise &he room is remarRably quiet,

i want to get this off to-night, so 1 will stop nowe
There is so much one might say 1f ome began, that . wont even begin, but
as I have been appointed the person responsible for colle cting news
to send to you, I shall probably be qud4 sending you quite a few lotters of
various kinds, I must own it 1s rather mice to have a place in
Hankow 4m where I canwm:hcn, and take a bath, though { would be
quite prepared to live the time 1f at anytim< it seems really
better, But I am doing teaching here, and if 1 hadnt been living here, 1
dont think I should have got whede hold of the house, as the Miasion people
this side of the river, were much more sypmathetic than the other side- for
various quite adequate snd understandable reasons,

It 1s a nightmede of o war, but daily life continues
much the same as usual in the most amazing fasMor, at least if not the
same as usual at least a new reutine forms itself inte which ome seems to
fit oneself as though ome had never done anything else, I cress the river
quite a lot, and rather enjoy it when the weather 1is good, and the ferry
is not teoo creeded, but I expect 1t will be pretty eold inm winters

Well g od-bye, all good wishes, and leve

frem . \2\/\ g — -

PeSe Dr Taylor said he had seen om thing of you during his furlough, 1t
was good to have direct news, Vhere 1s Mary these days?, Has she finished
her book, 1s she back at Wellesdey. I think it 1is probably rether a gpod
thing that Mrs Thurston 1s in Americs Just now, and not Ghina, I am afraid
her spirit would be very much in revolt against a good deal that 1is ha ppen-
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LETTER FROM EVA D. SPICER OF THE GINLING COLLEGE UNIT
AT HWA CHUNG UNIVERSITY, WUCHANG, CHINA

Written Ootober 18, 1937 =~ Received New York via China Clipper November 1, 1937

The Ginling Centre at Hwa Chung, the University in Wuchang, is
rather like Topsy in that it has "just growed," rather than having been
carefully plamned out in all its details. It began by Djang Siao-sung, pro-
fessor of psychology = Ginling 1926, University of Michigan Ph.D. 1935 -
and Chen Pin~-dji, professor of biology = Ginling 1928, University of Michi-
gan Ph.D. 1935 - who were already in Hankow, being asked by Dr. Wu to get
in touch with the students in Wuhan to see what their opinion was, and also
to make connections with Hwa Chung, through Dr. Hsiung - formerly professor
of physics at Ginling, and now at Hwa Chung.

Dr. Djang and Dr. Chen gathered the girls together, and found that
if it were possible for Ginling to arrange for them to be guest students at
Hwa. Chung, that would be the arrangement that would appeal to them most.
Most of the girls who came that first day lived in one of the three Wuhan
cities = Hankow, Wuchang, and Hanyang - and their families would not approve
of them going to such a danger zone as Nanking. At this stage I was added
to the original group of three, as I had already come down from Kuling, and
was staying with friends.

Having got the opinion of the students, we got in touch with Nan-
king; and it was decided to approach Hwa Chung. Dr. Hwang Pu, the acting
president, was most kind, and said they would be willing to take up to 30
Ginling students as guest students. The students already here were about
half that number, so we then had a busy morning sending out telegrams to
girls in this distriot, saying that it was possible for them to study at Hwa
Chung, and wrging them to come by the day of registration, which was only
two days ahead. We sent telegrams to such places as Ichang, Shasih, Siangtan,
Changsha, Anking and Wuhu; and succeeded in getting in touch with most of
the students then resident in the Central China area, which is not one of
Ginling's main centres, as we draw more from Kiangsu, Chekiang, and the
south.

When the first day of registration came, it seemed that we should
have almost 30 students, but not more than the number Hwa Chung had said
they could teke. However, then ocame our first surprise, which involved a
considerable ochange of plan. We had understood that up to 30, our students
could be accommodated in the Women's Hostel at Hwa Chung, but it seemed that
Dr. Hwang's heart was larger than his buildings, and they announced on the
first day of registering refugee students ~ and we were by no means the only
refugee students waiting to be taken in = that they could only house 20
women students all told, and there were a good many other women students be-
sides ours. We alone had already over that number, and we had wired them to
come, so it seemed necessary to try and find somewhere for them to live, and
to start a Ginling Hostel.

It is one thing looking for hostel accammodation, when the possible
area of location is a large one, and you can refuse to take the students if
you cannot find the accommodation; but it is quite another thing when the
locality is strictly limited - we wanted to be as near Hwa Chung as possible
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for reasons of safety and economy - and when you already have the students
waiting to be taken in. I knew that my mission had a vacant house, as Mr.
and Mrs. Anderson, representatives of the London Missionary Society at Hwa
Chung, had not returned this semester, and the house though not on the cam-
pus, was only about a five minute walk, and quite convenient. However, when
I first asked about that, I met with a decided negative. Dr. Hsiung heard
of a Chinese house to be rented, and though it was just possible, it was not
good, for it seemed as though it would be impossible to get the requisite
number into it, and nothing else at all neer was available.

That evening we - Djang Siao-sung, Chen Pin-dji and I = felt rather
depressed, and wondered what kind of arrangements it would be possible to
make. However, others encouraged me to go ahead, and make further efforts
to get the Anderson house, which I did, and was successful. The next thing
was to get the house ready for habitation, and to secure servants. Each girl
was told to bring her own bed - camp beds could be got for about 4 dollars -
and fortunately every Chinese girl always does bring her own bedding and
wash=basin. Setting up a hostel in China is certainly much easier than it
would be in the West. We were also fortunate in having friends. Miss Wang
of the Y. W. C. A. in Wuchang, a Ginling graduate, secured servants for us,
and lent us two dining tables, some smaller tables, and benches = other
pieces of furniture, tables, beds, etc., were lent by other Ginling alumnae
living in the Wuhan area; so that apart from cooking, eating, and toilet
utensils we did not have to buy much. How much simpler to buy a pair of
chopsticks than a knife, fork and spoon, but even 8o, of course, the cost
mounted up somewhat.

We had secured the promise of the house by Saturday. On Monday we
cleaned the house, put away the furniture we felt it safer not to use, dis-
tributed what was left so that each bedroom had one chest of drawers, no one
could have more than that, and generally got the house ready for use. On
Tuesday we finished the prcparations more or less, and Dr. Djang and Dr. Chen,
having worked hard to get the place ready, moved in; and on Wednesday the
servants and the students arrived. Classes at Hwa Chung were due to begin
that Thursday, September 16th, so the students were able to go to the hostel
the evening before that. We were very lucky in having friends near. Dr.
Hsiung gave us the hospitality of his house for meals, and helped us in so
many weys that I don't know what we should have done without him; and also
Miss Ginger and Miss Lenwood of the London Missionary Society, who live next
door, gave us their help and hospitality.

We were pretty crowded, as there were 20 students in all, five in
each room, and at first three faculty in one room, perhaps it would be truer
to say two and one half faculty, as I was sleeping part of the time in
Hankow. I am doing some teaching there at the London Missionary Society
Girls' School, as well as helping in the English department in Hwa Chung .
Each of the upstairs rooms had a room attached for washing, but the faculty
was on the ground floor, and we had to make a bathroom out of a bit of the
passage by means of a cupboard and a curtain. We had three tables for food
in the living room and used that as a cambined study, dining-room and living
room in one. Sixteen of our students hed originally secured places in the
Hwa Chung Wamen's Hostel, but when they heard that we werc getting a hostel,
they took away six of those places, which enabled women students from other
colleges, which did not have hostels, to get in.
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Having succeeded in registering 30 students, and having secured
and started a hostel, the Ginling-Hwa Chung group seemed well-established,
so it seemed to the people in Nanking that it might be used as a centre for
one or two of the departments. It became quite naturally the centre of the
biology department, as four of the seniors already here were majoring in
biology, and Dr. Chen Pin-dji was hero, and able to help them with their
theses, as well as teach an eleotive course in Parasitology in the Hwa Chung
Biology Department.

The College was thinking of the possibility of starting a centre
for sociology and geography in Siangtan, or, if that was not possible, in
Wuchang, so our next arrival from Nanking was Dr. Lung of the Sociology De-
partment, who came to look over the situation, and decide whether to stay at
Wuchang, or move to Siangtan in Hunan, where the promise -of buildings had
already been secured. About seven of the Juniors who had already registered
were soclology majors. It so happened that most of the sociology students
had their homes in one or other of the Wuhan cities, and were not anxious to
go away. Also there was no word of Miss Chow, our newly appcinted member of
the department, who was up at Peiping at Peiping Union Medical College; and
it seemed as though it would not be wise for Dr. Lung to go ahead by himself,
or even with the help of Miss Dzo Yu=~lin = Ginling, 1936 - an assistant in
the department, not then in Wuchang, but easily get-at-able in Changsha. So
they oame to the decision to stay in Wuchang, in spite of the buildings avail-
able in Siangtan.

The next word we had was that the Geography department was also
going to be centred at Wuchang, and on Friday Miss Liu En-lan, and four more
students arrived from Nanking. I am afraid we did not give them a very good
welcome, as that day we had our first and so far only real air raid. That
day the first warning, the second warning, and the planes themselves came in
very rapid succession, as it was a cloudy day, and the Japanese planes flew
high above the clouds, and were not noticed till they were almost here. We
were most of us at the time in the Ginling Hostel, and as we had no trenches
or dug=-outs available, we stayed where we were. Hwa Chung had begun, but not
finished, dug-outs for the students on its campus, which of oourse were
available for our use when we were there, but they had not then came to any
decision about digging them for the out=lying hostels. There is a hostel for
men refugee students also. Since then the warnings have come often enough
Yo make people feel that more precautions are negessary, so that now trenches
are being dug in front of the refugee hostels. I am sure that it will make
us feel safer, and be safer; but when you have no special place to go to, it
is rather pleasant just to stay where you are, as you ocan go on doing what
you were doing, which you cannot in a dug-out. On that first raid only one
or two bombs were dropped in Wuchang, and not near us, though we could hear
the thud; the main demage was in Hankow and Hanyang, and as most of the bambs
fell in a poor residential district the loss of life and 1limb was high. The
raid was not a long one as it only lasted a little over an hour.

Another arrival about the same time was Mr. Chen of the Chinese de-
partment. One of Hwa Chung's Chinese teachers had been unable to return, and
they said they would be very grateful if we could send one of our Chinese
teachers, which we did. Mr. Chen, like Miss Liu, was impressed with the lack
of preparations against air-raids in Wuhan as campared with Nanking. It is,
of course, very true, but not only has Wuhan had relatively few even attempted
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attacks, but in Hankow at any rate the digging of dug-outs is a real prob-
lem, as one strikes water only a foot or so below the earth. In Wuchang it
is more possible to dig, and since the one real air raid, the authorities
have certainly been busier; though the weather has been so bad, that the
half finished dug-outs are more like ponds than shelters.

During this first week of classes, we had not only been concerned
with the questions of the sociology and geography departments, but there was
also the possibility of another move. The house which we were then occupy-
ing was decidedly small, especially with the new arrivals. loreover, the
owners of it were expeoted back in January, and we might - though we hope not
- have to stay here all year. There was another house on the opposite com-
pound, which was larger, and which would be available for the whole year.

So within ten days of settlement in our first hostel, we moved to a second.
The house is deoidedly larger, not so much in the number of the rooms, though
there are one or two more, but in the size of them; and it is not nearly in
such a good state of repair as the Anderson house, which had Jjust been done
up. This on the whole is an adventage - except whon the roof leaks - as it
is less responsibility, and we really can do very little damage to this
house, even if we tried quite hard. With 25 students, and several faculty
living in an ordinary private house, there is bound to be some wear and tear.
This house also had same furniture, though not so much, and the dining=-room
was decidedly larger, so we could put in the four tables that we now needed.
The faculty are also better off, in that we now actually have a sitting-room.
We are living on the ground floor in the room that would normally be the
living room, opening out of that is a small room which was used as a study,
and again opening out of that is a little room, made out of part of the
veranda. It has an old sink in it, and makes a quite convenient bath-room,
but we have to divide it into two by a cupboard and a curtain, in order to
make a room for the amah.

At this stage there were four faculty in residence, and Miss Li
Dze-djen also paid us some visits, but she had temporarily taken a job at
St. Hilda's, a middle school for Girls under the American Church Mission
about 20 minutes from Hwa Chung. Miss Dzo Yu-lin had also arrived fram
Changsha, but at first was living with a friend in Wuchang. Our next arrival
was Miss Chow from Peiping. She got the wire Ginling sent through the
American Embassy, asking her to oome, and had arrived after a nine days!
Journey. The journey, though long, tedious, uncomfortable and crowded, had
not been as bad as it might have been. She seemed in good spirits, and,
though I am sure she had come from camfortable living quarters at P. U. M. C.
seemed quite willing to occupy the fifth bed in the Ginling faculty bed-room.

Miss Chow and Dr. Lung got busy planning the work of the sociology
department. They are giving two additional courses to those offered by Hwe
Chung, are giving help to Dr. Chen of Hwa Chung in the courses already or-
ganized, and are also arranging practical work for our students, for which
Hwa Chung makes no provision. They have been fortunate in securing the co-
operation of the Y. W. C. A., through Miss Wang, a Ginling graduate and
major in sociology and also of the General Hospital of the American Church
Mission. The Y. W. C. A. has an Industrial Centre for factory girls in some
of the cotton mills here, and our students are doing some wak there for the
course in Community Organization; while the American Mission Hospital is
giving them certain cases for the practical work in case studies. Miss Dzo
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Yu=1lin is helping in the oversight of the practical work, and is also under-
taking the housekeeping of the hostel, which up till then Dr. Djang had
been nobly doing, as well as being the Chairman of our group, with all the
responsibility that that involved, and teaching an eleotive caurse in the
psychology department in Hwa Chung. There are now six beds in the faculty
bed-room, and we are debating whether there is room for a seventh or not.

The geography department has also organized itself, as Miss Liu
is giving one course in Hwa Chung, which offers only one course in geography,
in its Economics Department - they had a visiting teacher for this, but she
was delighted to hand over the course to Miss Liu = and two courses for our
own students. We have moved out of the Anderson house, but the mission has
allowed us to retain the use of it for this term. So the sociology and
geography department have each taken one room downstairs for a study, and
the third room is used for s class-room.

With the biology, sooiology and geography departments centred here,
the next problem was that of the musio department. We had three music
majors registered, but as Hwa Chung!s mnusic teacher, coming out fram America
for the first time, was delayed and has finally stayed in Hong Kong, there
was no musioc at all available. We had been in communication with Mrs. Yeh
at Changsha; Miss Sutherland, who was still in Nanking, had also spoken and
written of the possibility of her coming up. Finally after some telephon-
ing, and a good deal of writing backwards and forwards, Miss Sutherland has
arrived. She was most weloome, nct only for herself, as a person, and as a
teacher of music, but because she brought with her forty plieces of baggage,
most of which contained winter clothing for the students here, which they
had left, acocording to their custom, in the Ginling attics for the summer.

They are most of then feeling pretty hard up, and were not desirous of buy-
ing more, so they were delighted to see it arrive. WNiss Sutherland must
have had quite a time with it, as the British boats no longer dock at Nan-
king, but have moved up the river out of the danger zone, and she and the
luggage had to be hoisted on board.

As Miss Sutherland is going to help teach Hwa Chung students, who
have already registered for music, the Hwa Chung authorities found accommo-
dation for her on the campus, as they had done for Mr. Chen, and she is at
the moment staying with the Kemps. But she is anxious to Join the Ginling
Hostel, and if she slept on the veranda there would be room. I hardly think
another bed could be put inside, and the drawer space at the moment is nil.
We have one oupboard, which has hanging accammodation on one side, and
shelves on the other. The boxes of the faculty are either piled disoreetly
behind the sofas in the sitting-room, or else piled on top of each other,
ocovered with a white cloth, and used as a table in the bed-room. There are
bed-rooms available in the Anderson house, of which we are using the down-
stairs for olass rooms, and we have thought of moving half the faculty and a
few students over there. But it would mean extra expenses in various ways -
heat, light, etc., and nobody, with the rather drastic cuts in salaries, is
feeling very well off; so up to date we have not moved.

The students have organized themselves and have a chairman and
seoretary, and some one in charge of each room. The faculty are dividing
up amongst themselves on different days the responsibility for giving per-
missions. Very much the same rules are followed as in Ginling, but the
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students who have homes in this area go home frequently over night. With
the possibility of air raids at any time, one does not like to refuse a stu-
dent permission to be at home if she and the femily so desires. We have a
short prayer meeting every night after supper taken three times a week by
students, and twice a week by faculty. (n Sunday there are services at Hwa
Chung and in the neighboring churches.

The girls are, and faculty are, of course, taking part in the
various war-time organizations that have been organized by Hwa Chung. In
addition through the Y. W. C. A. we have bought, and are making as a group,
garments for the wounded soldiers.

Living conditions are pretty crowded, as you can see, for faculty
and students alike, and the fact that all the water has to be carried does
not make things easier. But everybody realizes that under present condi-
tions we are lucky to have a place in which to live, a library in which to
read, and laboratories and class-rooms in which to study, and while we
think with longing of our beautiful end convenient quarters at Ginling, and
hope to be able to return there before long, we are trying to take all that
comes to us of life's minor inconveniences in a good spirit, and are grate-
ful to Hwa Chung for their hospitality. We give them not only gratitude
but some help in the curriculum, as Miss Liu, Dr. Lung, Dr. Djang, Dr.
Chen, Mr. Chen, Miss Sutherland and myself are all helping in some way in
their teaching schedule; either by helping with courses already started,
offering additional electives, taking students for whom they had no teacher,
or teaching some of the extra divisions, as in English, which have had to
be formed as a result of their influx of refugee students.

This has been mainly self=-centred as it dealt with the problems
of the Ginling group, not with China at war. But it is just one example of
the adaptation and adjustment that is needed to carry on even a small piece
of one institution under conditions of a war, which strikes not at one place
in China, but everywhere, and keeps everybody in a state of tension. A war
which is so unjustifiaeble in its aims and procedures that it is hard at
times to believe that it is really true. However, it is, and all we ocan
do is to try and carry on where possible, which takes up much of our time,
and also try to do what we can in the general effort that is being made to
bring relief to the wounded and suffering.

We will try later to send shorter articles of rather a snappier
nature. This I know is rather long and dull, but it will give you the main
baockground of our life here.




New York, New York
December 21, 1937

Dear Eva:

Your air mail letter of the second, with its enclosure of En-lan's
letter to Bishop Roots, has just come. I have not received that copy which
you said Dr. Reeves would send me of "the wounded in Hankow," but I received
& copy last Thursday from En~lan herself. This I wrote of to Fn-lan in &
China Clipper letter yesterday, but I will repeat to you in the hope that ome
or the other will get to you. Edith Haight is giving us a day a week in the
office, and she vopied it on Friday and we sent it out to a group of strategic
people, including the C, Vice-Consul, the president of the C. Women's Relief
Association (a very fine woman), the C. doctor who is the chairman of the C.
medical relief group, to Frank Price and to Mrs. Macmillan. Yesterday both
the Vice-Consul and the doctor 'phoned me, thanking me for it. The former is
& very fine man and knows En-lan. He is exerting himself to try to raise one
thousand Mex. a month for this project, getting it to her through the Bank of
China. The doctor's group is going to try to send her of this amount one
hundred U.S. a month. Of course this money may not be raised. It seems ter-
rible here the difficulty we have in getting money together when our hearts
are just breaking over this situation.

We seem to be in the midst of another depression here. People also feel
the situation as one that is very remote. It is accounts such as En-lan's that
will help I know in civilian and medical relief. I ceme over early this morm-
ing to the office to read through the material again before deciding whether
I would have it mimeographed and send it out to our Smith units or whether I
would send it first to The Nation. It needs wide publicity. The doctor is
trying to get it into the Times. They phoned yesterday to find out wyo had

w ritten it and wither it was authentic. I do not see it in the paper this
morning however.

We are terribly anxious about Dr. Wu's save arrival with you. I trust
some of you wrote as soon as she got there to tell us. The bombing of the
boats at Wuhu came too close to her day of travel up the river to make us eazy
or comfortable about her here.

We have, I think, a complete list of Chinese staff here, sent us by Dr,
Vu some time ago in relation to the salary cuts. We are Just as anxious about
them as we are about the foreign staff. Will you let us know about their safety
and alsé about the safety of their families? Minnie's name, of course, has
been figuring in our papers. The break up of Nanking was so much worse than we
had anticipated that I do not know whether we would have had the courage to
allow her to face it without a strong protest if we had realized how bad it was
going to be. We felt until we heard only thankful that she wgs willing and
able to stay, and terribly proud of her. Our papers report all Americans in
Nanking safe, and Elsie's cable confirms this. The papers also report the
looting of the Ginling faculty houses. At first I thought possibly that meant
the Uriversity of Nanking homes, but if Steele's desoription in the Sun is to
be believed, it seems probable that it was ours.

We realize that decisions probably have to be made for the future in
China, but there is a great deal of thinking beinz donme here, although it is
not very coordinated at the moment. It centers around the three questions-—-
where, how, and who? Your own intelligence will emable you to f£ill out the
questions. One feels absolutely as if one were up against a brick wall in
this s ituation, and yet I am convinced that, broken hearted as we all are,
we must not yield and break ourselves. Somehow, sometime, if we don't, this
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am we find ourselves will orack.

S

. I sm going through the motions at lemg distance of gétting my heme b
mztorﬂuml family Christmas party. It seems rather a mockery, nd . gt
yot 1t 1s a blessing that I have it to do. My nephew was married this fall .
8o that we shall have with us this year a new member of the family, BShe is

an attractive girl, and we are learming slowly, in the way of families, to
1ike her and to respect her,

With leve,




GINLING COLLLGE
NANKING,CHIIA

Excerpts from letters from Eva D. Spicer
of the Philosophy Department of Ginling College
February 1lst, 1938 through llarch 7th,1938

February lst

The time in Hongkong seemed all too short. I went on Thursday, the 27th,
to see the group of Ginling alumnae and new Faculty, who are teaching in True Light
School, which used to be in Canton, but has moved temporuri ly to Hongkong. They have
e nice airy large private house. We had an alumnae luncheon after that, not a
large gathering, but very pleasant, and they were int-rcsd in the letter I had from
Minnie Vautrin. Though it was quite old by then, still it was the first direct word
they had yet had from Nanking since it had been taken. Wu Mou-i, who used to teach at
Ginling, and has been this year at Wuhan University was there. She may be going back
up to " uchang and on to Szechuan, she was waiting for word from the University.

On Friday evening, January 28th, we went to the beginning of Macbeth, which
was given bv the students of Hongkong University, in aid of some war relief funds.
It really vas fairly well done, though they were a bit slow, and I don't think the
staging was the most artistic possible, even with the rather limitcd resources that
they had, But the English of thc Hongkong students is certainly several cuts above
ours., e had to leave just beforc the end of the 2nd act, as the Conte Rosso on
which I was going left at 11 P.M.

The journey took just two days and three nights. The boat is quite a large
onc and there is nothing particularly’'in evidence of Mussolini and his works, though
I must own I felt a little guilty travelling on an Italian boat.

Getting off the boat was the most léengthy procecding that I have cver known.
We came up along side the wharf at the ¢nd of Chaofong Road, where the remains of the
L.M.S. compound in Shanghai still are, but of course you couldn't land there, That is
onc of thc districts that is out of bounds. So all the pcople and the luggage had
to transferred to a tender in order to ro 4 few hundred yards up the river to thc
Customs jetty. There werc very few Chincs coolies in cvidence, whethcr it was bccausc
they are not allowed inthat region, or vhethe-s it vas becausc it was China Now Yecor,
I don't know, and getting the luggage off took & long time. It didn't takc long to
get the luggage #rough the customs. There was no passport examination at ally the
Chinesc arc not allowed to do it, and our "friendly neighbors," the official titlc
which they have informed the Chinesc they arc to bec called in Soochow, have fortunatecly
not yct got round to it, so at the.moment anybody can enter Shanghai.

I came out hcre to join Florence Kirk and Ruth Chester in their apartment,
which is in thc. French Conccssion. It is quite & pleasant apartment, with bedroom,
ond living room, just divided by a curtain from onc another, ( not rcally that,
ther. is not cnough of the curtain to pull across without lcaving a gap onc c¢nd or
the other or the middlc,) & brcakfast nook for mcals off thc sittineg room, and bath-

is sofa arrangement in the livine room, which makcs two

as

room and kit.chen. There is
beds, end Florenece and I slecp. therc, Ruth in thc bedroom. It would be a very comfor-
teble apar ement for onc person, quite comfor table for two, but roelly rather crowded
for threo, Howecver, I am staying here for the moment, as rents ar. very high in
Shanghai , and I can look cround at my leisurc. It is quitc a journcy down town cach
daoy too, though you can probably-mcke up a car with other peoplc at lcast for th r
journcy in thc morning. Anyvay Ruth and Florcnce or very nicc porsons to bo with,
and tncy arc bearing with mc nobly, as thcy wcere hereo first,
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We spent most of the dey talking, and in the evening we wont, at lcast
Florconce and I did.~ [luth was in bed with a flucy cold - to a mecting of Nanking peoplc
and othcrs ,whorc a Gerpan, who has reccntly comc from Nanking was schoduled to spock.
When wc got there he hadn't turncd up, but we told Dr. Pricc that wo had hcard thot
Goorge Fitch, who has becn cctive on the Sc.fcty Zonc Committce, had just arrived
in Shanghaiyso they got him along to spcaks Hc had alrcady written o long account
of his cxpericneces during the first month or so, and many of thc pcoplc thcrc had
rcad it, so hc didn't go into that so much, but told of morc rccont dcvclopements.
Apparcntly the Jopancsc arc woanting all Chincsc to lecave thc safcty zonc, and ro-
turn to their own homcs in the city,by Fcbe 4th, Thoy arc promising that thc sol-
diers will be confincd to o given area within the eity, cnd thot protcction will
bo affordcd. But thc pcoplo and the forcigners thore arc somewhat scoptical about
thcsc promiscs., on morc than onc occasion thc Japanesc havc madc promiscs, which
they have broken within the next hour.

I am writing fairly frocly, as I am going to post this in thc Frounch Con=-
ccssion, and thcy say thorc is no ccnsorship of the mails therc. I hopc it is all
right. Ruth has told mc that we have to bc careful what we say in thc Y.W. build-
ings whero we have taken offices, as therc arc somo of our fricndly ncighbors round
the placc, who scem to bc on thc vatch and nn the listen for anything they can hear.

Therc werce a lot of qucstions askcd on Mondny cvening. I askcd who wos
the suprcme authority in Nanking at thc moment, and hc said they wished they krow.
Apparcntly there is no final authority, thc Consular and cmbassy pcoplc have no
control ovcr the soldicrs, and the officcrs have no control over thc men, so alto-
gcther it is wvory buwd e They have rogistcrcd cvery onc in Nanking ,and now no Chi-
ncsc is allowed to go in, and no Chinesc is allowed to go oute Thcy would lct the
forcigners out willingly cnough, but thcy would not lct them back. The man who was
down scid that he had only comc a’ter hc had had a promisc that hc could go back
again ( he has comc down for dentistry). He camo down in the Beo, and cxpcots to
go in an Amcrican gun-boat. Wec arc all very intcrcsted to scc whether he woes get
back again, Torotofore torcignors who have lcft places undor Japancsc control
have had the  rcatest of difficultios in gotting back. I don't think any of thc
other forcigners will lcave, ot any rate for tho monent, as I think thcy still fecl
therc is a good bit that they can do to hclp the unfortunate Chincsec. The Japancse
have not yet 1 thom gct any morc ricc, cnd they are gotting rather short of that.
'1so they arc in dospératc nccd of morc doctors. and nurscs, ond therc arc both
waiting in Shanghei ready to go up, but the Japancsc will not lct any in. Thoy say
the Jopancsc nurscs and doctors can look ofter thom, but thoy arc doing nothing for
the Chincsc at all. And thcen thoy publish wonderful accounts in the Shanghai papers
of cll they arc doing, which crc not only shecer lics, but thc cxaet oppositc of
the truth. Thev arc really being sources of death and dcstruction; thcy hove looted
most of thc shops, ond then burnt them.

School docsn't start till February 17th, but os I mey have to tecch his-
tory, which I haven't donc for somc timc, I think I had better get to work on some

rcnding ond preparinge

On Fridny, February 4th, I was buying somc things to scnd up to Minnic
Voutrin ot Nanking. The Beo, o British gun boat, was going up on Saturdcy, and as
gun boots arc at the moment thce main mcthod of communicction botween herc and Nanking
and they are kind enough te b~ willing to take things for’ us to the forcigners in
Nanking, we werc getting things for her - oranges, ovaltine, chocolatcs .tc. We
also sent up somc novels, though that was not onc of the thiings shc askcd fors

Friday .~ Ruth's birthday, and Fbronce had invited in for tho cvening
Lilliath Bates, and Margaret and (Lude Thomson, Of course wc talked llanking a good
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bit of the time. Lilliath was quite excited becausc shc had heard that the high=-up
Japanese who had becen sent out from Tokyo to inquire into things in Nanking, becausc of
the persistent reports of continuous outragos I suprosc, was a man whosc mother she

had mot in Tokyo = shc was in Tokyo till about the third weck in Jenuary - and whosc
wife had bcen to the Christian Girls' School, " nd was supposcd to bc a very finc man,
so she had hopcd that things might be a bit bcitcr.

On Sunday thcrc was Church, and in thc afternoon we werc a - home to the
girls, if any of thom wantcd to comec. Six camc altogcther, and we rcad thom mosy of
Minnie's account of the first month, which had just come that wock. I am afraid I
haven't time to copv it, it is protty long, but I will try to do it, or get it &S
som¢ timc this weeck and scnd it/%hé%c of you that I don't thirkwill scc it othcrwisce
Minnic certainly is an amazing person, and she and the others arc doing a vcry good
Zobs Women refugces arc apparcntly a good dcal casicr to handl. than mcn.

We arc gctting ready another instlmont of thinzs for .anking as thc Ameri-
can gun boot is going up on Thursday. Among othcr things that Minnic has written for
is bird-sc.dsy shc says there is a faminc among the birds in Nanking. You would hardly
have thought shc would have had timc to noticc things likc that, but that is vory
characteristic of her. Mrs. Tsen, the Chincsc matron, says that thc rcfugecs on the
cempus have given Minnic a Chinesc name which mecns "Living Buddha", or rathor "Living
Goddcss of Mcrey".. Cartainly her prescncc among them has mcant thet muche

Shc wrotc mc o lotter last weck, in which,among othcr things, sho said that
up-to=dotc - my housc was onc of the fow in i .anking that had not bccn molosted or on-
tcred.

Minnic is busy making plans - or rathor talking about - opcning an indust-
rial school for thc women in Nanking who have lost their husbends, and all visible
me ans of cmploymcnt.

The ccnsorship in thc North of Chinc rust be very strict, as thc University
of Nanking had lcttcrs and tclegrams from onc of its Board Mcmbers up therce asking
why thcy had lcft Nanking, and tolling them to go straight back therc at oncc, As
though anybody could go back to Nonking, lct alonc young cblc bodicd men students!

February 16th.

On Sunday, Fcbruary 13th, we went to lunch with four of thc Chincsc facul=-
ty, who arc living in onc room, aond cating therc tco. They are at prescnt doing thcir
own cooking, and they providcd us with quitc 2 good meal. t wns morvellous how much
they could do with the very limited cookiny; spacc they had.

Yostcrdony moming I went to visit onc of our ~lumnac who is working in the
officc of that scction of thc Red Cross which providcs clothing and bcdding for thc
rcfugee camps. .They have quitc an cstablishment there, as they do all thc cutting out,
though not thc actual scwing - that is takcn clscvherc. But by cutting it out there,
it is possiblc to kccp o very careful chcek on it nll, and that is vcry ncccssaye

I had word from Li Dzc-djen last week, that hor youngost sister who hcd
bocn in Hwaiyucn, which has just bocn takon by the Japancsc, wes trying to get out to
Hankow; thcy must hcve left the weck before the Japenesc did get therc. ohe, tho sister
hasn't been at all well, and they are afraid now it is canccer. So Dzc=djen wias leaving
Ichang, and going down to mcct her sister in Hankow. If they can't got the traatment
nccded therc, they may comc horce.

Th.c consignoment of green beans that thoy sent up to Nenking last week
for thc pcoplc suffering from beri-beri 1is having difficulty being lcnded.




February 20th.

Wednesday cvening I went to have supper with Florence and Ruth, We went
over to call on Lilliath Bates, who has moved into the American school, which is
beinz used as a kind of camp for refugee missionaries. She and her younger son are
sleeping in one room, us a double decker bed, and the whole dormitory is given up to
all kinds of =issionaries. She gave us some more news of Nanking.

On Thursday morning I went to the American Embassy to collect mail from
Minnie from Nanking, which = had only heard about the previous evening. It contain-
ed, among other things,quite a 1list of things that she wanted in order tostart work
of various kinds among the refugees, New T sstament, Lessons on Hygiene, wool, knitting
needles ete, so I spent a good bit of the morning getting a pgood many of the things, as
we thought they had to be in the British Embassy - they were going up by the Cricket -
that afternoon.

In the afternoon I acted as a m jor adviscr for the Sociology and History
ma jors, as we were registering on Thursday and Friday,February 17th and 18th. -Th:.t:
kept me busy all thoc afternoon. I can't say that I know much about Sociolegy, but
there didn't seem to be anybody clsc who knew much more. Its rathcer a hit and miss
kind o1 cducation that some of thec students arc getting, but still we arc doing our
best under the circumstances. There arc six institutions who arc co-operating on this
scheme - St. John's, Shanghai, Soochow, Hangchow, Ginling, and the University of Nan-
king, The only onc among them all that has a library available and laboratory oquip-
ment is St. John's., They don't think it is quitc safe to open on their campus, be-
cause of the proximity of our friendly neighbors, but they have casy access to thcir
campus, and the forcigners arc living out thore. Thecy arc being very gancrous, and
sharing all thcy have with the rcst of us.

Fridoy morning I tried to do somc rcading in tho Faculty Room in thc build-
ing whcrc St. John's holds its classes, and where the library is, Therc is ccrtainly
nothing beautifully academic about thesc buildings where all of us are now holding out.
Theirs is a big building on Nanking Road callcd the Continental Emporium, which is
mainly an officc building. We arc in o building on Yuen Ming Yuen Road = where the
Missions Building is and also thc British Consulatc=- which belongs to the Y.W.C.A.

They have their buildings on the top floor. It is new, plcasant and clcan, but still
it is an officc building, not an ccademic onc, and wc havc got to bec as unobtrusive
c.s possiblce. Friday afternoon therc wos apcin reogistration. After that wos over I
went to a mecoting tht the Y.W.C.A. and the V.M.C.A. werc holding to mcct two young
Amcricans, on. thc staff, I think, of thc World's Studunt Christian Fcderation, who
arc visiting China. They havce just had o briof visit to Japon. They both spoke and
were quite intcerosting, though not cncouraging as regards the conditions on Jopan.
Therc scems complcte unification behind the government, cnd what 1littlc questioning
thcre is, is quitc uncxpresscd,

On Saturdcy, thc 19th, we had our first assombly as Ginling in Smnghai, I
should think bctween 40 and 50 girls werc therce Ruth Chester took it, and was vory
goods It is rathcr a job tcachin~ two courscs thet you have not taught before, start-
ing from atrsolutcly scrctch, with not o notc cbout anything.

They hadn't succccded in landing thos. grecen beans in Nanking the last
I heard, bat the- < ure still hepeful of so doing. They have fincll s allowed onc
other doctor to go up, but they won't give any other permits,

Fcbrun:x %ZEEL

Although I wrotc o lctter lost Sundny, I did not get it off until Friday,
as some onc I know was thon going down to HongKong and I thought it pcrhops better
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to send it by him, though I have no evidence or suggestion of cuny kind of trouble yet.

We started classes on ionday, and I have done some teaching this week, but
I scem, one way and another, to have missed more classes than I have taughte The
tirme table is still in e very fluid state, and you are apt to have a class set for a
time that you have not yet noticed, and so miss that. Or else it is chanzed, and the
students do not see it, so thot you are there, but they are not. Or half the class
turns up, and the other half have a conflict and cannot come, so again you do not
have a class. Also in additon to the general fluidity of everything and everybody at
the present moment, I attended a two day conference on Wednesday and Thursday. It was
a group of more or less representative people - I was just representing Ginling -
thcugh it wvas overwhelmin~ly representative of this part of the country, which had
been called to discuss the various problems fracing the Christian Church at this mo-
ment.Therc vere imen there who had becn rccently in almost all tho different parts of
China, such as Szechuan, and Central China - Yunnanfu - North China, and of coursc,
Bast and South China. Thc man from the ilorth was ospecially intercsting; apparently
the toms arc morc or less conforming outwardly to the ner regime, but in tho country
districts all kinds of mobile units ar: activc, and there arc meny stories of their
exploits - som. quitc amusinre Dut the territly tragic side to it all is that every
time any of thc mobilc units scorc a success, there is o terrible rovenpc taken on
the unfortunatc pcoplc who live in that district, so that their "atc is indced an un-
enviable onc. PRut at the moment - cxcept in Dost Hopei =the new rulers have ccrtainly
not got control of th: wholec wrca, and arc unlikcly to b. ablc to set much in the way
of economic rcturns for somc timc to come.

The problcm about the "occupied arcas" is that on the onc hnd pcople are
neturally ceger to get back to their stations and to their work among the pcople who
arc still therc, csneeially when there is so much in the way of relief to be donc; on
thc other hand many pcoplc foel that to do all we can to start the work again is to
nclp things to rcturn to normal, gct thce poople morc s-ttled, th.r.vor. taxable, and
generally to help - though of coursc indircetly - that of which we do not approvc.
Somc pcoplc felt that it wes not for any loynl Chincs. to roturn to any of the occu-
picd arcas; othcrs felt that somc Chines. peoplc had to be there, znd it was better
for dccent lcoders - Chinese and forcign - to be thore to help them, than to lcavce
them to the mcrey of 'fricndly ncighbors' and thc Chincsc who would bc helping them,
"/hether it would be better to go back, make your protest when the time came, get arrest
ed and possibly shot - or possibly something worse = or just stay away all together I
do not know, But I am sure to go back, and then let t em dictate to you the terms un-
der vhich you should teach, ould be to betray not only China, but even worse the
Caristian cause., %His: I am afraid the Church has teen doing in many places, in some
pleces where it did not realise it, by believing that religion has nothing to do with
politics,

The rroblem in North China - excent in one or two cases-seems to have been
settled alon~ the line of least resistance; in ifast Chine at the moment it is almost
impossible to cet back, espccially for foreigners, and Chinese are not very anxious to
get back, as there is very little safety or order restored, “ven in those towns vhich

)

our ncighbors have occu . icd for over two months people still live in fear o robbery,
wounding, rape, and cven death at the hands of our friencly neighbors.

e got lctters from innic ycstoerday; she had got the things we scent up
lost Seturday. Shc sounds amazingly normal and sane for a person vho has been living
ander the strain that shc has. Mr. Rabc, tho German whe was chairrman of the Interna-
tional Zone Committec up in llanking, has just com:. to Shanrhai, on his way to Germany.
"innic vritcs of the various groups who have been riving him farcwell particse. She
says thcy still have about 3,000 womcn and ehildrer on the campus, mostly young womcen,
as it is sc unsafc for them to ro to thcir homes, and they er. starting various classcs
nith them. She scys that on Felruary 21st she rodc in a richsha, tho fourth shc has
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scen since Decembecr 12th. They do get a little off thc campus now, but shc and Mrs.
Twincm still stick pretty closc to thc campus for fear of untoward cvontss

March 7th.

It was eswarm as carly summer last weck, and now it is snowing.

This last weck a committee tried to plan for the religious lifc of Gin-
ling, which isn't so casy, as it is almost impossible to find any tirec whon you can
have anything . Thc girls arc scattered both in their timcs and places. Howcver, we
have scttlcd on having a bricf ten minutes praycr scrvice cvery day just after 12, as
a certein number of them arc there then, end we arc also trying to organizc onc dis-
cussion group on wcck-days, which we arc getting I'r. Lautcnschlager te take, at any
rate for the first three wecks. He and Gardiner Tewkesbury arc oth hcere for a month
to do Religious work among the various schools and collegecs. But it is quit. o puzzle
trying to find any timc that is possiblc. They had a mecting - it was callcd a re-
treat but that is not rcally the proper name - ycsterday, Sunday, from 4:30 - 8 Pl,

It was for anybody intcrcsted of thc Christian faculty mem' ers of thc schools and
Collegcs. 4:30 - 6:30 -~ talks by various pcoplc = Dr. Y.C.Tu, T, L. Shen, Dr. Misao,
and Tr. Lautcnschlagcr and I'r. Towkesbury, the latter two worc both quitc goode

Then wc had suppor togcthor.

I saw scveral Ginling elumnac there - Tsai Dech-dui and Chen Doh-djen. I
was also sitting at thc samc tablc for supper as Miss Rissler, I saw Hwarz Weneyu
who is tcaching in the Southcrn Baptist School, and saw but did not have time to tclk
to Dziang Sin-bao ,Li Ilfing-dju, ond Chiu Li-ying.

On Tucsday Nanking missionarics hod o dinncer at the American School in hon=-
our of lir. and Mrs. Rabec, Hc is thc German who has been acting os Chairman of thc
Intcrnntional Safcty Zone Committce in Nanking; hc camc down from Nanking the weck
beforc last, and is going homc to Germany, and will, I hope, tell somcthing of the
bchavior of their fricends in the Oriont. He has a very pleasing personality, nnd gavce
& very pleasant little tolk after dinner, maiily paying tribute to all his Amcriecon
collearucs in Nanking, moeny of whosc wives werc therc. He scid about Minnic that he
would ncver forget Miss Vautrin ot the hend of o group of girls and wvomen whom she
wes loading past Jpponcse soldicrs to the relotive safety of Ginling., He scid " It
was o man's job, but lMinnic did it." He was rathor interesting in the rcasons he
gnve why hc staycd in Noanking - busincss intcerosts, porsonal fricndship with his Chi-
ncsc busincss associates, vho -rwre very kecn for him te stoy, gener:l fricndlincss
to thc Chincsc pcoplc - he has been herc 30 years - cte. and finclly he said " As you
knovr I am o member of the ntional’ Sociclist Tarty - he vas wearing the Swostika -
and as you know thoy arc soldicrs of Pccec, and I -»cnted to prove it." I could wish
that the wholc pa ro.s 0.8 good soldiecrs of pcuec os hce Anyvmy, I hope the fact
that hc is o momber of the party, will mcke them ineclincd to belicve that what hce scys
in Germany is truc. All the pooplc from Nanking - Scarle Bates, Lewis Smythe ote.
spcak very hirhly of him, and it was 2 help I thin!:;, having o Gormon os Choairman of
the Committcce The Joponesc, I gotherce from somcthing he soid, were both surpriscd
and o little hurt to find o Germen there trying to prevent them from doing
cverything thcy wentced toe. He scid in private converscation oftcrimrds thot some of
thc Jopancsc osked him if the Gormen soldicrs did not do the kind of thing thot the
Jopancsc hi.d been doing. He scid he answercd thom that some of them had, but they
he.d bcen punished by being hung, not cven shot.e He wres of the opinion that the disci-
plinc wos very lax, and iT the Joprnesce officars hac made o determincd cffort to stop
things, thcy could hove. In this conncetion I clso hcord this wock of on Anglican
Bishop from Jopan vho simply rcfuscs to belicve thot the diseiplincd dpuicsc troops
could have bchoved like thate, T supposc it is notural; . have all boen so impreg-
notcd to beclicve that atroecity storics crc just mode up for war-propagondas
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I also cttended ¢ mecting of thc Fcllowship of Rceonciliction on Sundoy

“ morning. Thorc wore thrce Chincsc attendinr, thc mceting, ‘P.C.Hsu, who is o quitc
thorough poing pacifist, a2 Mr. Chcn, whanI don't know, cond Liu En-lan of our faculty.
“he, I should say, dcpcndcd rather on her mood vhcther she was o pacifist or not.

The rcst werc Amcrieap, British - nd Canadicne. It reolly was ezlled to revive the F.O.
R. in Shanghai ond Chinn, and try and do somcthing noii. Therc is certoinly plenty to
bc donce I connot imaginc o timc when there was morc reconciling to be done, or to
be frank, less chance, humanly speaking, of doing it. I don't think it was a too un-
satisfactory meeting, though the discussion was apt to be a little discursive, and
there was a marked tendency to try and justify this particular war, that is s far

as the Chinese part in it was concerned. Also I should say we tended to be more in-
terested in trying to stop this particular war in a manner favourable to the Chinese,
than to bte equally concerned with trying to effect the necessary change of heart in
Japan to effect anything like a real reconciliation. The Americans all felt that a
good deal could be done to bring pressure on Yashington not to make the proposed
cotton loan to Japan, and not to make any loans at all. I hope if any of you, Bri-
tish or American, can do anything to bring pressure to bear on your governments to
follow something like a non-co-operative movement with Japan,you 7:ill do so. : But
the govermments are not too good, anc the armament firms are worse; still anything
that vou can do, do. Speaking of China's needs, there is another thing I might men-
tion; there is beginning to be a shortage of funds for the reclief work. 4apparently
the drive in America was not nearly as successful as they had expected, and now of
course with the floods in California, and thc nccd for relief therc, they are not
likely to get much. Thc British fund has bcen cerrying the main burden up to nows
The Chincsc have given very gnerously. At the very time when funds arc getting lover
thorc is a problem of housing. About 26 of thc landlords of thc houscs in which re-
fugecs have bcen houscd have asked that thecy should lcave, largely, I think, bccause
under rcfugee usc thc property does detcrioratc very quickly. Therc isn't much place
for thcm to go, and thcy may have to build matech sheds, which as the summcr is coming
on wouldn't hc so bad, but would cost quitc a lot. So this is just to say, if you can

give any morc, or ask anybody clsc to give, thc nced is growing morc rathcer than less
urgent, Conditions are still so unscttled thot it is difficult for many of them to
rcturn homec.

Saturday I had classcs in thc mornin~, and in th«. aftcrnoon I invited the
class of 1937 to teca; eight out of the ninc that I had invited came, cnd anothcr one
ccme whom I didn't know was in Shanghai. Actunlly she ncver graducted from Ginling,
os shc married before she had finished- Li Chi-hsic, for those who arc intcrcsted = so
I think it was quitc o successful party. We rent through the members of thc class,
and there werc scven whom nobody knew where thcy were, os they had becen in the
are~,and nobody had hcard anything of them. Onc of thc Frculty, Hsu Chao=-pino
turned up in the Ginling office this morinng; shc had comc from o village ncar Yange-
chow, and they had bcen robbed of 3,000 dollors by bandits on the way. I am afraid
that tvhocvcer wins -rll  hrw to takc 2 long timc to rocstorc anything like order in
the country.

Things arc settling dovn in thc Ginling proup somcwhat, though timc tables
still scem a little subjeet to alteration, cnd variouscfforts arc becing made to change
certain courscs and teachers. By thc cnd of this week, I think ©ll vill bc scttlced.

I have succccdcd in dropping two students who clcetcd the Ancicnt History coursc, cnd
cm now coaching Yi Dji-ying in that. They rcally ould have bcen an impossiblce trio to
run togcther, You can ignorc diffcrcnces in o lorge class much better than in o small
one. Ruth is looking rathcr tircd, but I hopc the heavicst two wecks are over, and
that she will be ablc to catech herlrcath @ 1littlc. Living o nd working this way, you
don't scc much of the girls cxcept actunlly in class,




But, alas! as we stand thijs Christmas, in the blind horror of war,
we can but see in the Jesus lying on the hay the very Jesus Who
would die on the Cross in blood and pain.  We could not believe in
any God that was not crucified. Nothing short of the Crucified
would suffice. God must bleed with us if we are to hold our faith in
Him. He must be with us in this dire business. He must know it
all.  We could not bear a God, just now, who stood aloof from this
terrific hour, and was not one with us in all this suffering. Yes! It
i1s the Crucified, and only the Crucified, in' whom we can believe.
Nothing less than that counts just now. We will still sing our
Carols, with frail quivering voices, round the dear Child in the hay:
but the tears are in our eyes as we sing : and our hearts are already at
Calvary, watching the blood-drops slowly fall from the pierced side.
Yet, as Mr. Rawlinson has said in a sermon of peculiar power,
Mr. Wells has made a strange misjudgment in supposing that the
Crucifixion of God would suffice, if it stopped at that. The Cruci-
fixion, to avail us now, must have in it the certainty of power, the
assurance of victory. This is what the Name of God means. God is
that which shall be All jn all.  God is that which must prove itself
supreme and ultimate. God is the Almighty, in the true and only
sense of that great word. In Him, through Him, by Him, Judgment
is brought out into Victory. He is life’s final Justification, Consum-
mation, Crown. He js not God if He is not this. He takes the
road of the Crucifixion by which to reach His goal. He surrenders ;
He bows to the storm: he gives Himself away: He lays Himself
under the feet of those who pass by: He shares every suffering and
every ignominy. But this is not to be in vain. By this He will break
the tyranny of wrong : by this He will open the prison’s doors : by
this He will redeem humanity : by this He will verify His God-head.
For God is our hope —our unconquerable hope, which stands when
the mountains shake and are cast into the sea. That hope is our life.

Q:hrisimas (ﬁrm‘tiuug HENRY SCOTT HOLLAND
from

Eva Mykes Spicer, Ginling in Wuchang.
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I think I gent off a rother hastily ended letter on the hoat Just
before we reached ‘olombo, I posted it on the boat, |
e had n decldely tiresome ar4d tiring lnﬁdin;. Th . hoat nt into Jolgmbol
Just o “ter "l#dicht, and we had to procent ourselves thers and tien LOr pRss-
port exmginrntion, tho gh none of us I ary intentlon of luniire t1ll nex$
mornireg, [T AVery e had no &lternutivegj “o all assembled i verious ateages
of undiress and sleepiness in tip . 4pgt( ass smoking room, and »siteq to be
dealt itr, ‘e vilnese had to walt {13 the last, hecaise = .0 ool of an
assiatarnt 1in the nsulate at - hanghal Ma: Fiven them all threir vises for India
only, nnd nat e i om, apparently not realising thst ~871lonw find India are
two difforent countples , it go happuned that tnex first tvo ra8sports he
looked at hac both been @ohe in “henrhal, snd were both YIroni, so he told all
the Chinese to -n1¢ t111 the and, thoagh actually mauy of t s Incinding Ve
"1y, who had rot hors dene in Eunmin-, were quite all rishte .s you csn 1hegine |
cnce in port, aven thouer not at the side of t-g merf but out in the hurbour,’
& boat gensen to he 4 very quiet place, ancd I cont think eitlior wy» or I dlept
very rich that ni hte =« hac a falrly eurly br akfast, =an Loas reople came |
out o moet ua, “olegates to the Conference had oen Krriving in “olkdmbo ?
for ome 13 nnad they wer: reity full .; slresdy. ey nad ped te be
able 1 u83 tre viina delegation on trat gane ndght on | agclal train, bug
1t hed not bean rossible to make tirae rrangenents, so t.ev h- t il room
for us, =hilch vag obviously sonething of n probleme “11 ihe 1 iclegates tihey
sent oul to m bojgs! 3Chool belomgling to tie /et nCYet 2s8icil, Which was
pegsable, but not [ 4unpine too zood, the women thev were o 1 Lo acecrmodate
In rivat» homese .» ‘ent on thet nisit, ag the halrme - cticne pto
were "av'nge n relimincry wesl ~énd ¢ nfer~nce at y 1 " Lhe othep
romen rlosstes were-wendeene went rig e
seven “Ten on che vhina delefs:
that 19+ ot fonr, and we -erpr
the ho AT AT Bn¢ .rs i cpy ce,
we o ¢onaldarsbly more o
ront |iwe

|

to the Lice stniion 1o . &l Or t . _
wWith «inn hoer wmane p ‘ans 1= en Ount Lavinia
gspant the »ft NOON dosing on s Lhe e ning o : 1 taernoon
ther- 18 2 Jeelome meating in th citall in vol smuo i ilous
delacrtion rare Inirodvuced ¢ j 2 in Védonbo- Ur ! cKe for the
Uhinese dolegAthon- and thoere .. £ood neny othor spe wetly quit
8short and "'iir']v 7othe » inte ‘e lorgest n ner < ) ' 3 ] Tom
the wonttnent o1 Africa, but all .pc 17 rart cointrley tly fricans,
o man d1ffepant shades, 4i~we ihe Rfricans aleso ga- = national anthem
of Africana In Sath Alrica o 4t ally was q'1ts o ¢ ~ moecting, and
FaVe ona o very atrong semme of thc reality of tn ) Lani® fellowship
aronnd the rlite  «ffer the .ootin ¢ -ant ho Tth our sts , stessen,
ne vhole of tie next day e kina delsgati.n L 1 toringd
to Kondvy, g 'or <rive of about Y dless 4t ware g lovel: B8 . i lovely
day- we astor-ed on the &y al a small zoo, ero "o saw a dJanc’ Lephant,
R tee frootorpy, ' He botanlcal Gardonse Whe nafn nt ¢ ‘eh
Is o protty 1ittle tewn situated on lake, 1a tha ) ' » onddhals
looth, and f todrmit from every ofnt o o ;! 28 lan ntment,
ardhi tecturalily ond avVary way 2lso.
n a8t rday mornilng I 211t to rmesting I the uiiri L loavour,
‘n the school of whlgh my hostess$ was prineipal, the vere Lng Trnphalese
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viece-principsl also lived in the house., ‘lhe meoting was conducted in 4
80 I could undorstand, and the 11ttle Singhalese girls sere very attrae
I went over the , Lnple, they sleep em
: with trays, and Lhey dont
ut ecold we ikes you a out all the bul
Se}long and South Indis entirely on making the house
88 cool: as possible, thisg is their codleat time of year, and it 1= Pleasantly
warn, wlthout being at all hot, unless you get right out intc the sun at
noon daye|I also wrote a few letters on Saturday morning, and in the afteme
noon Ar Baxter and I went to a cinemayd
Thedf train left at 8.25, and rather marvellously there seomed
to be room for all of us, 1t ras pretty shaky, and I cant ssy I had the best
glezp T have ev-r hed on a train, still of course .i slept gult: a blte
Migs ‘rame, a egirl from “Yanada, snd an “frilean woman from -outh Africa were
in the same compartment, Ve got to the farry between
Ceylon and india esrly the nex| morning, [Tt only lasts
for about two houre, b@t I must admit I was siek four
times, However, though sick T managed to be up and
about 1in betreen, and the a4gony was soon overe| ' het doy and mlsht I shared
& onpartment with the Afriean woman, and learnt from her a rood deal sbout
the Inilguities of the trestement of Africen in louth “frica, she was quite
centrolled and moderats in hay statoment, but you cculd see she f8lt very

dﬁﬁm.
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I think I sent off the last gensral letter fro: “aifonge Y%e left
Halfong that evenling, the boat was guite comfortable, snd ti e firat day out
assed off all right, esraoclally as we spent most of tho cvoning amshored off
Yainan Isliand, but on the lhur=day the boat moved quite s blt, and 4 vas very
gick and sorrv fop myself, 80 were most o7 the mens ihere ere six of them by
that 1 '8 we had been re-joined by «r “gllace ‘ang who been detsined
in fLunni becanse of guspeidns sbout a map that he had boeun carrying for somes
one el c, ¢ had come down from “unming on the slowsgiqiw vie followlng day -
ith My - en~han of the V vehe Three of us éat dinner, ali the rest
Iy iy but L might as well havo estan none for all od 1t did
longth I kept 1t
Vo1 #lad
I spent
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theae L) . 4 11 &' lheiw k8, Dun o cour @ here iani 7eay of =topping
them wvhon o are at peace.
- I shins ¢t S« r-nl?v rather {nconsistent of tie legation to
adras i ¢ trevelling on ihis iine at ail, when they dime; .rove so heartily of
maeh of  osscliniis rolicy, but t @ dates ers very convenie ty il ulso the _
is the o eciicn of expenass <ha 'sgeond “gs normie clamz 1s ruc tlo cheapest class
on thig » 1, and none o the sthey bonts hova 1%y ond it ¢ ‘to possible,
1r 1t ~ Lrat thopd speseRtirof 1 ool many sol fere oias the boat rataey
full 4 L0 he rane ~"€=('t1jkbl—6¥ﬁ"ﬂ!‘tmb] s thongh the manuy = oty limited,
Hape o o5 e *W_um._.,m-%#*m —FORy a1 ”‘*f*“m
tﬁﬂvgr- '*“‘"““U!ﬁ“ﬁ*ﬁfﬁ +slrly gulekly reot tired or 1t i Ve
lueky . n four bBerth cabin for fust the twe, « i
tiiera sre § S rWren in tba eabirn,

o Tirst 4 .“f.':'l”t out there es & good bit o iomy, and I gould
quite easilv have been alek, though 4 wﬂsnt, aﬁn‘I*.v A ' the portholes
lomm belnw closerd, wvhielh made iﬁ vory hot, but nvter . bormch ssmother,
the port. oles rre now o eny, Al 4 am feeling quita LOrE e Le also fooling
much b e ane rected moge m" the 'iret day, and e hnve . mlept in the
aftzmmoora sy LI{ ¥ seem to have an omlless canacity (o nloo tieus daya)e

re rhavioy :nr,l’-‘.{‘ﬂ o Lthe whoie uelegstion averineg {yrom
DwBedl v drar @Y are very kindly lending us the fira: 55 cmoking _
whip Coeh a0l ler and an tier than enweed the one ol o An economie,
: : ; thg feont orf L e boaty H@ﬁf*xntnr MAKOE > nxloee
e 8185 Vi me-tirgs of the vario: 8 Quring the
18, ac ! N =2 are not meeting avory anv, we gan ally T y8 at
Clomst O RoURYy AN gTme PO s oom €t mecet ell the 1
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are gulits o need, s0 that there 18 o e 8 1ot or iies nat wine about
that- * o 8 algo, neadloes 1o a8y, Jisc seion "m the ral toy t‘o jqpanﬁtt
and hr nen oy haw 1 rtle crmereate dianc ssior ean  ake phoee PTG 7.1
Ro gorcwe:: Coanion saeng {o meke be eoncvhat anrsalistic, st any roncrete
Adlgruga? * ouite 1lkely to lesd to a hesd-or confliete
are d:e in at vincapore this evening, 1 v 2 coliqpe frlexid
tharee "o~y 111irmee, 4 =rore to her sevine thet + sns o LOAEGAZ0 on
this bon', ani I hat o wsdlo to-day asxing Lr “u and ayesi. gvend the night
A th hew, whiel mncld be  lessente | L cant n,'e_tta ramember i1 L saw her
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etween sirgapore and Colombo
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I think 1 wrote the lest letter Just before o .ot into ingaporee
'® were due 1n there about 6 pm on st urday evening, so t 0y changed auyr
dally -eoting weédd to 3 pm, 80 ve could have it zndistnnhod. In order teo
edu ato o :rcokyes in conditions of Alfforant parts or o 1ina e hag reports
from about ten dtfferent nenonle from all the v rioug gectlons of “hina, whig
weas qgito 7w1>rﬁq+1no. r ‘u Fave s raport on the coplelts VDL orencee
14 dock not long after 6 s/ and I saw Cloely 7 .tz sarly i, she
had not cnanged at all, excopt thnt Tie“ﬁ waz & c-rtaln asount of white in
her haip, b’L’ua ere nof allowed to ¥nlark until the ieonle wio “era lan
periianentiy nadt heen daalt with, whicl meent wating about I$To1} viaen MHetd
& graduste of Ginling, and a non*n*arv of the Y.%,(.2 cam L2vn to meet urYugg
she nad arranged to nka 18 round singapore in the wrning, b not to siay
he nlput RO we arranged thet we would telephone as to e
Ur va g r'-:l:.i 0 with them in the merning, dbut that L wo:.]. ¥y with icelyg
e @hQJnoto*ed?baov to Uicely's house, stop-ing on the vav “on “r u to buy
aome muterial, as she 1s rather low »n dpe 3088, and Torgot to have any made
in Long “Konge who wing 4in >Inparore 1a rather ax onglivge,
vicely hae a pu the plenaart “-“."‘-11‘,1" «ith nokiing in the way
ol plasgsy w*uﬂows, and the sittins woom hae vory 1?#%10 21 ire tay of walle
at all, it 18 mainl~ Open snace, “ftor dinner and sop nversation Yy wm
starte. to .rite Some letters, but rot 3leepy and ve > bed, viecely and I,
hv“cu;:, Co.ilnued taiking un'il efter 2 am , o ha: lote Lo tslk about
incl «iix ¥ many mutual (rienda, her ror’ and mines he “asg o In singarore
about v 7ears, and beiore that 88 on the Gold Cosast 1; .-+ “rica, so ghe
naas Lad iTte vortled qxner1ehoe.Ljha next dnvy wile 1 11 asleep the
telepiione bell Went, and Yy wn vent to angwes 1t, ang becane taoroughly
awake as T 11 ?nwed to “r u trving tn vatn 10 ~vﬂv1nce WiC rorson the othep
end o7 {he telephone rhmt it vas she who was ‘ing. 1 Bl "ide 19 “rwn,
I am «r wu, then she tried 1t in Hincse s bn n]' in vain, =0 p nally
h.u to losve ity and ex~ept A meagame for harsalf, Joet
( for 1t as sim the olher ond) 19 & 11ttle Fapd
never th - wht for a moment that 1t wonld be Up
lacee I(n any cage 11 npoved guite 1-omrihle o
I toth y0oi e viggles ovep Ite I trink orhang i
down, and gone a Y ANA c0me brak 4 'ﬂin, she might
she was who sle was, she care rond c1ta shorils
breaifast, 2 av, rromiging send > Othy
We lm reaskitast at leisureg] /Arter i enkfast up "y
and Cleely and MAYE ONY raw to 4,
ﬁeﬁiog anag vhil:renls woprdg « and 7T ,
protty tietde lo-Rin anecimena, ihn rmatority o ( ] :
the ospltal are o Mncze, as the nopnlation of <1, ganro: g {54 ' c3e, and
the alavans a; Very con ervative shont eendin, thely ldren t ospital,
but tiors was a occaswlonal “alayan and !nilgn ot 11d. #“osg ’ ) L3eeses
are basically cansed by malnutrit Lon, and “feely 1s vor aMXiong to pet
more work wone along lieatith “d acation anc preven&itive odg, 2'.¢ has
& schene on 0oot, but the uov roment 13 ~rottv glow to ¢ Lot she
suoceeds inu gotting 1t Zoinge contirued to talk mo: los: the hole
of tihe mopni r, w(w@:L “nen she as sctnally 2oing hor roundge .~ wa t home
to an o:rly ;,, Lhen back 1o the hﬂﬂ?, which had an INee
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stayed talking with mee 1t cag
talking ab ut o0ld friends and new rork,]
LT Wu spent & rather more ertho
Botanical garaens, reso¥voirs oto- end fint
wherc a:¢ hiac “hinese food, and many kinde
there ' as i1 Bao~djen, who 1s vorking on
pore, e 18 staving on her “ay baek -ith
Mehipan,
“aving stawved up late on
on “iidav [ternoon, siter :hebeat 3
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GINLING COLLEGE
NANKING, CHINA

Excerpts from letters written by Eva D,
Spicer of the Department of Philosophy
of Ginling College.

December 8, 1937 - Hankow.

¢seseescesscssThere is news from Nanking today, which seems fairly reliable
which would seem to say that the Chinese are not going to fight any more at Nanking,
and that the Japanese are going in there this afternoon. I can't bear to think of it.
War when you are being defeated is a terrible thing; and when I think of the elaborate
preparations for celebration that they are staging in Tokyo, I feel 1like praying the
Almighty for a nice big earthquake, but I have enough sense left to realize that that
is not a prayer that you can possibly make in the name of Jesus. The humiliation of
defeat is the terrible thing. Nanking was very new, and not such a beautiful capital,
though it has a lovely setting, and there were some lovely parts in it, but it repre-
sented a whole lot of vitality and new life, and the beginning of a very real effort
to meet the needs of the people; and I can't bear to think of the Japanese marching
through it, and trampling on all the things it stood for, for they are going to tram-
ple on that middle way that Chiang was trying to work out. I don't want to see China
go communistic, and the Japanese seem to have done their best to bring that about,
If they had let Chiang alone, there was quite a chance of his establishing a stable
non-communistic government. They say they fear communism, and yet they are doing
their best to throw Chiha into the arms of Russia and pulling down upon themselves
the ultimate triumph of that which they are so dead against, Certainly a policy
based on fear is in the long run a madman's policy.

December 15, 1937 - Hankow,

Well, Nanking was not handed over so simply. They are still fighting,
and since most of the communications have been broken it is hard to get news, It is
terrible not to know what is happening, but as the Japanese seem to be making fairly
steady head-way, I suppose the present uncertainty will not last much longer., What
with the bombing of the American and British gun-boats in the Yangtze, they seem to
be running something of amok, and one wonders what will happen next, It kind of
takes your breath away, and you feel as if you are living in a rather bad nightmare,
from which one wishes devoutly one could wake up.

Dr. Wu came over on Saturday, and has been staying here since., She las
been seeing some of the fairly high up officials, a good many of whom are here, and
not in Chungking, which is capital mainly in name, I don't think they are exactly
cheerful, but that can hardly be wondered at,

From the point of view of Communist strategy, it is perfectly legitimate
to use this time of weakness to undermine the power of the Central Government, in
other words Chiang, and work towards the setting up of their own regime. But still
it does seem to me not only dirty work from the point of view of China, which is cer-
tainly not going to be helped in her resistance, already desperately difficult, by
the stirring up of inner factions, but also ultimately unsound policy, as it seems to
me that strategy of the Communist, which simply does not know the meaning of the word
loyalty in the ordinary accepted sense, acts as a boomerang, and loyalty in their own
group becomes impossible, and you have to resart- as Stalin has done - to the most
sheer unadulterate force.




January 10, 1938 -~ Hankow,

cesecescssssessssesssssslhne Ginling Faculty buildings have been looted
of "trinkets" was the report of the Embassy. I suppose that means small easily
moved articles, but I don't know if there has been more serious than looting since,
The Japanese in some places go about it in a very business 1like way, and cart away
the whole contents, and ship them back to Japan, I am glad that Ginling has got off
so relatively well, but I am afraid all the people there must have had a terrible
time, because ghastly things did happen.

On Sunday I went to Chinese Church in the morning, and met one of our
alumnae of the Class of 1933, who had just arrived in Hankow with her family, and
is practically penniless, Their home and property is in Nanking, which of course
at the moment is bringing in nothing, possibly the houses are all destroyed. They
had left Nanking in September, and gone to Hsuencheng, a place in Anhwei, which was
taken very suddenly by the Japanese, and they got out only a few hours before the
Japanese arrived, They had to walk for 140 miles, and then took a small boat to
H&nkow .

January 18, 1938 - Hankow.

On Friday and Saturday afternoon I spent several hours at the Inter-
national Red Cross, where they keep all the supplies that they get in from England
and other places, and repack them into orders and distribute them to the hospitals
in this district, which is a fairly wide one, Honan, Hupeh, Hunan, and now Shensi
and Szeuchuan etc, They have just got a lot of new drugs in from the Lord Mayor's
Relief Fund and others, I was first put on to dividing up four gallon tins of eu-
calyptus into one gallon tins, they were pretty difficult to pour, and I left the
place reaking to high heaven of eucalyptus, After a time a coolie took on that
Job, and I concentrated on the labels and corks. On Saturday I divided up seven

pound tins of "Ferri Quinine Cit" into half pound bottles. That didn't smell so
much, and was easier to handle, but you had to be careful to keep your mouth tight
shut, as otherwise you breathed in veryunpleasant fumes,

January 27, 1938 - Hongkong - Miss Spicer flew from Hankow to Hongkong on January
26th,

On January 23rd, the Sunday before I left Hankow, I had guests to lunch.
One of the guests was Tsai Kwei, Ginling 1925, acting general secretary of the Y.W,
CeA. She had fairly recently come from Shanghai by way of Hongkong and plane. She
reported that they had had to close their industrial work among the factory girls
in Shanghai, and that the men who was running one of the industrial centers of the
YeMsCsA. had been arrested, tortured and asked questions about communism, and ex-
pected to be killeds, Six men had been arrested at their center, but five were now
released. The general secretary of the Y.W,C.A. had been to the Municipal Council
about it, but they had said they could do nothing; they had warned the Y.M.C.A. they
had better close, and now could do nothing more. They had been meaning to close,
and this man was down clearing thimgs up, but they had the notice board still up,
and also Chinese flags., Tsai Kwei said that this man knows practically nothing
about communism, probably not even enough to know how to answer their questions
but apparently all industrial work is suspected of being communist,

I had some more people to tea, two of them a former member of our facul-
ty, (and an alumnae) with her husband, she and he and two babies, one only recently
born, are on their way, as half China seems to be, to Szechuan; refugees but with
as yet some money I gather., At any rate they were staying in a hotel not a camp.
One of the alumnae I have been seeing something of, has finally decided to marry,
and T have lent her money to get her mother and father ete, back to Shanghai, where




they have relatives they can live with,

I preached in the evening, again too long. Monday morning, January 24th,
we had an eir raid warning, the urgent went also, but nothing happened to us, but
from the papers it must have been the time of the raid on Ichang (where Dze-djen is)
apparently it was quite a nasty one, fhe Chinese faculty of I Hsun had invited me to
breakfast, but fortunately it was in ow own dining room, so we were able to go ahead
and have it, even though the air raid warning had sounded. I had a few off jobs to
do at the bank etc., and then a little laten, I left Hankow for Wuchang, as the plane
leaves from there. I had lunch with Miss Sutherland at Dr. Taylor's, one of the
houses built on the new piece of land, where Hua Chung was planning to do building,
but have been held up because of the war. After that I went out to St, Hilda's,
said goodbye to the people there, and saw their refugees, amazingly patient and un-
complaining, the children were having a singing lesson, ahd looking very cheery. Dr.
Hsiung then took me to the rest station for wounded soldiers, Nien Yu Tao, which Wang
Yin-an and Liu En-lan had been instrumental in starting because they were appalled
by the terrible condition of the soldiers when they were dumped out of one train, and
were waiting for another., They take just the most serious cases there for temporary
treatment and rest, before they go on, It is an old Chinese house, and the day was
dark and dreary, -nd the approach covered with mud, but the men looked warm and com-
fortable, though terribly thin and white many of them, but were lying with a stolid
patience, that wrings your heart, so many of them look so young, and you feel that
they are such helpless pawns in the game that is being played; I wonder if the Japan-
ese would wring your heart too., They have a doctor and five nurses there, and almost
sixty beds, For a time there seemed fewer soldiers coming through, and they wondered
if they had better close up, but more are coming again now. It is being carried on
by a joint committee of the Y.W,C.A., Hua Chung, and Ginling.

Next day, January 25th, I went over to Hanyang, the third of the Wuhan citie
We walked to the Methodist Girls' School, They, like most of the middle schools of
Wuhan have refugees there, They are living in the classrooms; they have straw mats
on the floor to sleep on, and some of them had a little bedding of their own, others
have been given some., I think almost all of the camps have been organized, and the
refugees are doing practically all the work, cooking, etc., They have also organized
schools for the children, which are in some cases being taught by the refugees them-
selves, as many of them are quite well educateds They said at Hanyang that they had
had five deaths since they opened, only about a week before, all babies with pneumonia,
One mother said she had started with five children, arriving with only one, Everybody
says who has had anything to do with them that they are almost all very grateful,
very patient, and very willing to do everything they can. What is going to happen to
them all is a tremendous problem, as it looks as though Japan is making it as difficul!
as possible for them to return to the areas these people have left, and the Japanese
have occupieds I think the middle schools seem to think that they will be able to keey
them on even if they open, as they expect their numbers to be very much reduced. Most
of the Wuhan schools are planning to open, but only for children who can get back easi-
ly to their homes, if there is any serious threat, On our way back we paid a brief
visit to a hospital which the Methodists are running, in a godown, a hundred beds in
one large room, and also to their General Hospital in that quarter,




GINLING COLLLEGE
NANKING,CHINA

Excerpts from letters from Eva D. Spicer
of the Philosophy Department of Ginling College
February 1st, 1938 through March 7th,1938

February lst

The time in Hongkong seemed all too short. I went on Thursday, the 27th,
to see the group of Ginling alumnae and new Faculty, who are teaching in True Light
School, which used to be in Canton, but has moved temporurily to Hongkong. They have
e nice airy large private house. We had an alumnae luncheon after that, not a
large gathering, but very pleasant, and they were int'rcdnd in the letter I had from
Minnie Vautrin. T hough it was quite old by then, still it was the first direct word
they had yet had from Ninking since it had been taken. Wu Mou=-i, who used to teach at
Ginling, and has been this year at Wuhan University was there. She may be going back
up to 'uchang and on to Szechuan, she was waiting for word from the University.

On Friday evening, January 28th, we went to the beginning of Macbeth, which
was given bv the students of Hongkong University, in aid of some war relief funds.
It really was fairly well done, thouzh they were a bit slow, and I don't think the
staging was the most artistic possible, even with the rather limited resources that
they had, But the English of the Hongkong students is certainly several cuts above
ours. e had to leave just beforc the end of the 2nd act, as the Conte Rosso on
which I was going left at 11 P.M.

The journey took just two days and three nights. The boat is quite a large
on¢ and there is nothing particularly in cvidence of Mussolini and his works, though
I must own I felt a little guilty travelling on an Italian boat,

Getting off the boat was the most lengthy procccding that I have ever known,
Ve came up along side the wharf at the end of Chaofong Road, where the remains of the
L.M.S. compound in Shanghai still are, but of course you couldn't land there, That is
onc of the districts that is out of bounds. So all the pcople and the luggage had
to transferred to a tender in order to ro a few hundred yards up the river to thc
Customs jetty. There were very few Chines coolies in cvidence, whether it was beecausc
they are not allowed inthat region, or vhethe-~ it vas beecausc it was China New Yeor,
I don't know, and getting the luggage off took a long time. It didn't takc long to
get the luggage #rough the customs. There was no passport examination at all; the
Chincsc arc not allowed to do it, and our "friendly neighbors," the official titlc
wvhich they have informced the Chinesc they arc to bc called in Soochow, have fortunately
not yct got round to it, so at the moment anybody can entor Shanghai.,

I came out hcre to join Florcnce Kirk and Ruth Chester in their apartment,
which is in thc.TFrench Conccssion. It is quite o plcasant apartment, with bcdroom,
and living room, just divided by a curtain from onc another, ( not rcally that, as
ther. is not cnough of the curtzin to pull ccross without lcaving a gap onc c¢nd or
the other or the middle,) a breakfast nook for mcals off the sittine room, and bath-
room and kit.chen. There is o sofa arrangement in the livin: room, which makcs two
beds, ond Florcnce and I slecp there, Ruth in thc bedroom. It would be a very comfor-
teble apar ement for one person, quite comfor table for two, but really rather crowded
for throc., However, I am staying here for the moment, as rents ar. very high in
Shanghai , and I can look cround at my leisurc. It is quitc a journcy dovm towm cach
day too, though you con probably moke up a car with other peoplc at lcast for TFA_
journcy in thc morning. Anyvay Ruth and Florcncc are very nicc porsons to be with,
and tnhy arc bearing with mc nobly, as they were here first,
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We spent most of tho day talking, and in thc evening we wont, at lcast
Floronce and I did .~ [uth was in bed with a flucy cold -~ to a mecting of Nanking people
and othors ,whorc a Gerpan, who has reccently coms. from Nanking was schoduled to spock.
When we got thoro he hadn't turncd up, but woe told Dr. Pricec that we had hecard thot
Goorge Fitch, who has becn active on the Safcty Zonc Committce, had just arrivecd
in Shonghaigso thoy got him clong to spcake He had alrcady written o long account
of his cxpericnces during the first month or so, and many of the pcople therc had
rcad it, so he didn't go into thot so much, but told of morc rccont dovelopomonts.
Apparcntly the Jepancsc arc wonting all Chincse to loave the safcty zono, and ro-
turn to thcir own homcs in thc city,by Fcbe 4th, Thcy arc promising that the sol-
dicrs will bo confincd to o given arca within thc city, cnd thet protection will
bc afforded. But the pecople and thc foreigners there arc somewhat scoptieal about
thcse promiscs, on morc than onc occasion the Japanesc have madc promiscs, which

they have broken within the next hour.

I am writing fairly frecly, as I am going to post this in thc Fr.ach Con-
ccssion, and they say therc is no ccnsorship of thc mails therc. I hope it is all
right. Ruth has told mc that we havc to bc carcful what we say in the Y.W. build-
ings wherc we have taken officcs, as thorc arc some of our fricndly ncighbors round
the placc, who scem to be on the watch and »n the liston for anything they can hear.

There werc o lot of qucstions askcd on Monday cvening., I askcd who was
the suprcme authority in Nanking at thc moment, and hc said they wished theoy krw.
Apparcntly thcrc is no final cuthority, thc Consular and cmbassy pcople have no
control ovcer the soldicrs, and thc officcrs have no control over the men, so alto-
gcther it is wo.ry 1wd o« They have rogistercd overy onc in Nanking,and now no Chi-
ncsc is allowed to go in, and no Chincsc is allowed to o oute They would lot tho
forcigners out willingly cnough, but thcy would not lct them back. The man who was
dovn scid that he had only come alter hce had had a promisc that hc could go back
again ( he has comc down for dentistry). Hc came dovm in the Bec, and cxpeets to
go in an Amcrican gun-boat. Wc arc all very intcrcsted to sco whether he cocs get
back again, lerctofore torcigners who have lcft places undor Japancsc control
have had the . rcatcst of difficultios in getting back. I don't think any of the
other forcigners wil?! lcave, ot any rate for the moment, as I think they still fccl
therc is o good bit that thcy can do to hclp the unfortuncte Chincsc. The Jopancsc

avc not yot 1.~ thom gct any morc ricc, and they cre goetting rather short of that,
*1so thcy arc in desperatc nccd of morc doctors. and nurscs, ond there arc both
waiting in Shanghei roady to go up, but thc Jepancsc will not lct apy ine They say
the Jopancsc nurscs and doctors can look ofter them, but they arc doing nothing for
the Chincsc at 2ll. And thcen thcy publish wonderful accounts in thc Shanghai papers
of nll they arc doing, which arc not only sheocr lics, but thc cxaet opposite of

thc truth, Thev arc really being sources of decth and destruction; they hove looted
most of thc seps, cnd then burnt them.

School docsn't start till February 17th, but ©s I moy have to {cach his=-
tory, which I haven't donc for somc timc, I think I had better get to work on somo

rcnding ond preparing.

On Fridny, February 4th, I was buying somc things to scnd up to Minnic
Vautrin ot Nanking. The Beec, o British gun boat, wms goihg up on Saturdcy, and as
gun boats arc at the moment thc main method of communication between herc and Noanking
and they are kind enough tc b~ willing to take things for us to thc forcigners in
Nanking, we werc getting things for her = oranges, ovaltine, choecolatcs . tce. We
also sent up somc novels, though that was not onc of the tings shc askcd fors

Friday ... Ruth's birthday, and Forcnce had invited in for thc cvening
Lilliath Bates, and Margarct and Clude Thomson. Of course wc talked Nanking a good
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bit of the time. Lilliath was quite excitcd becausc shc had heard that the high=up
Japanesec who had been sent out from Tolyo to inquire into things in Nanking, becausc of
the persistent reports of continuous outrages I suprosc, was a man whosc mothcr she

had mot in Tokyo - shc was in Tokyo till about the third weck in Jenuary - and whosc
wife had bcon to the Christian Girls' School, " nd was supposcd to bl a very finc man,
so shc had hopcd that things might be a bit boiter.

On Sunday thcrc was Church, and in thc afternoon we werc a homc to the
girls, if any of thom wanted to comc. Six camc altogcther, and we rcad them mosy @f
Minnic's account of the first month, which had just come that weck. I am afraid I
haven't time to copv it, it is protty long, but I will try to do it, or get it dome
somc timc this wcck and scnd it/%hé%c of you that I don't thirkwill sco it othcrwisc.
Minnic certainly is an amazing person, and shc and the others arc doing a very good
*obe Women rcfugecs arc apparcntly a good dcal casicr to handl. than mcn.

We arc gctting ready anothcr insslmont of things for «anking as thc Amcri-
can gun boet is going up on Thursday. Among othcr things that Minnic has writtcn for
is bird-sc.dy shc says there is a faminc among thc birds in Nanking. You would hardly
havce thought shc would have had timc to noticc things 1ikc that, but that is vory
characteristic of her. Mrs. Tsen, thc Chincsc matron, says that thc rcfugces on the
cempus havc given Minnic a Chincsc namc which mcens "Living Buddha", or rathcr "Living
Goddcss of Mcrey"..  Cartainly hor prescnec among them has mcant thet muche

Shc wrotc mec o lctter last weck, in which,umong other things,shc said that
up-to=dotc - my housc was onc of the fow in *.anking that had not bccn molostced or cn-
tcrede.

Minnic is busy meking plans - or rather talking about - opcning an indust-
rial school for thc women in Nanking who have lost their husbands, and all visiblce
me ans of cmployment.

The consorship in thc North of Chinc must bc very strict, as thc University
of Nanking had lottcrs and tclegrams from onc of its Board Members up there asking
why thcy had lcft Nanking, and t<1lling them to go straight back therc at oncc, As
though anybody could go back to Nanking, lct alonc young cble bodicd men studentsd

February 16th.

On Sunday, Fcbruary 13th, wec went to lunch with four of thc Chincsc facul-
ty, who arc living in onc room, and cating thcro too. They arc at present doing their
ovn cooking, and thcy providcd us with quitc a good meal. It vos morvcllous how much
they could do with the very limited cooking spacce thcy had.

Yesterday moming I went to visit onc of our clumnac who is working in the
officc of that scetion of thc Red Cross which provides clothing and bedding for the
refugec comps. .They have quite an ¢stablishment there, as they do all the cutting out,
though not ths actual scwing - that is tnken clscvherc. But by cutting it out thcro,
it is possiblc to kcep o very careful check on it «ll, ond that is vcry nccessaye

I had word from Li Dze-djen last weck, that hor youngest sistor who had
becn in Hwaiyucn, which has just boen taken by the Japancsc, woes trying to get out to
Hankow; thcy must hove left the weck before the Japencsce did get therce She, the sister
hasn't boeen at all vell, ond they arc afraid now it is canecer.  So Dzc=djen vas lcaving
Ichang, and going dovm to mecct hor sistor in Honkow. If they can't get the traatment
nccded therc, they may comc horce

Th.c consigncment of grecn beans that thoy sent up to Nenking last week
for thc pcoplc suffering from beri-beri is hoving difficulty being londed.




February 20th.

Wednesday cvening I went to have suppcr with Florence and Ruthe We went
over to call on Lilliath Bates, who has moved into the American school, which is
beinz used as a kind of camp for refugee missionaries. She and her younger son are
sleeping in one room, us a double decker bed, and the whole dormitory is given up to
all kinds of 1issionaries. ©She gave us some more news of Nanking.

On Thursday morning I went to the American Embassy to collect mail from
Minnie from Nanking, which - had only heard about the previous evening. It contain-
ed, among other things,quite a 1ist of things that she wanted in ¢rder tostart work
of various kinds among the refugees, New T 3stament, Lessons on Hygiene, wool, knitting
needles etc, so I spent a good bit of the morning getting a good many of tho things, as
we thought they had to be in the British Embassy = thcy were going up by the Cricket -
that afternoon.

In the afternoon I acted as a m jor adviscr for thc Sociology and History
ma jors, as we were registering on Thursday and Friday,February 17th and 18th. Th:r.t
kept me busy all thc afternoon. I can't say that I know much about Sociology, but
there didn't secem to be anybody clsc who knew much more. Its rathcer a hit and miss
kind o1’ cducation that some of the studcnts arc getting, but still we arc doing our
best under the circumstances. There arc six institutions who arc co-opcrating on this
scheme - St. John's, Shanghai, Soochow, Hangchow, Ginling, and the University of Nan-
king, The only onc among thcm all that has a library available and laboratory cquip-
ment is St. John's. They don't think it is quitc safe to open on their campus, be-
causc of the proximity of our friendly neighbors, but they have casy access to thcir
campus, and the forcigners cre living out there. They arc being very gancrous, and
sharing all they have with the rcst of use.

Friday morning I tried to do somc rcading in thce Faculty Room in the build-
ing whcrc St. John's holds its classecs, and where the library is, Therc is certainly
nothing beautifully academic about thesc buildings where all of us are now holding out.
Theirs is a big building on Nanking Road callod the Continental Emporium, which is
mainly an officc building. We arc in o building on Yuen Ming Yuen Road = wherc the
Missions Building is and also thc British Consulatc - which belongs to the Y.W.C.A.

They have their buildings on the top floor. It is new, plecasant and clcan, but still
it is an officc building, not an academic onc, and we have got to be as unobtrusive
as possiblce Friday afternoon there woas arcin registration. After that wes over I
went to a mceting thit the Y.W.C.A. and thc V.M.C.A. werc holding to mcct two young
Amcricans, on. thce stoff, I think, of thc World's Studunt Christian Fcdoration, who
arc visiting Chinc. They have just had o bricf visit to Japan. They both spoke and
werc quite intcrosting, though not cncouraging as regards the conditions on Jopan.,
Therc scems complcte unification behind the gevernment, cnd vhat 1littlc questioning
thcre is, is quite uncxpresscd.

On Saturdry, the 19th, we had our first asscmbly as Ginling in Sanghai, I
should think bctwecin 40 and 50 girls werc thorce Ruth Chester took it, and was vorys
goode It is rathcr a job teachin~ two courscs thot you have not taught beforc, start-
ing from a*solutecly scretch, with not o notc cbout anything.

Thcy hadn't succccded in landing thos. grccn beans in Nanking the last
I heard, b:at theos «oro still hepoful of so doinge. They have fincll~ allowed onc
other doctor to go up, but thoy won't givce any othcer pormits.

Fcbruary 27th.

Although I wrotc o letter lost ounday, I did not get it off until Friday,
as some onc I kncw was thon going down to Hongkong and I thought it pcrhops better
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to send it by him, thourh I have no evidence or suggestion of runy kind of trouble yet.

e started classes on ionday, and I have done some teaching this week, but
I scem, one way and another, to have missed more classes than I have taughte The
tire table is still in e very fluid state, and you are apt to have a class set for a
time that you have not yet noticed, and so miss that. Or else it is chanzed, and the
students do not see it, so thot you are there, but they are not. Or half the class
turns up, and the other half have a conflict and cannot come, SO again you do not
have a class. Also in additon to the general fluidity of everything and everybody at
the present moment, I attended & two day conference on Wednesday and Thursdaye. It was
a group of more or less represcntative people - I was just representing Ginling -
though it was overwhelmin-ly representative of this part of the country, which had
boen called to discuss the various problems facing the Christien Church at this mo-
ment.Thero vere men there who had been rccently in almost all the different parts of
China, such as Szochuan, and Central China - Yunnanfu - North Chine, and of coursc,
Bast and South China. The man from the ilorth was especially intcrosting; apparently
the toms arc morc or less conforming outwardly to the ncr regime, but in thy country
districts all kinds of mobile units ar: active, cnd therc arc many stories of their
sxploits - som¢ quitc amusinr. Dut the territly tragic side to it all is that every
timo any of thc mobilc units scorc a sueccss, there is a terriblc rovenrc taken on
the unfortunatc peoplc who live in that distriet, so that their 'atc is indced an un-
snviable onc. PRult at the moment - ¢xcept in East Hopei =-the new rulers have certainly
not got control of th. whole arce, and arc unlikclv to b. ablc to gmet much in thoe way
of cconomic rcturns for somc timc to come.

The problcm about the "occupicd arcas" is that on the onc hnd people are
noturally coper to get back to their stations and to their work among the pcople who
arc still thorc, cspeeially when there is so much in the wayx of relief to be donc; on
the othoer hand many people fecl that to do all we can to start thce work again is to
help things to rcturn to normal, get the people mord s.ttlcd, th.r.ioi. taxable, and
gcnorally to help - though of coursc indircetly - that of which we do not approvce.
Somc pooplc felt that it wes not for cny loycl Chincs. to roturn to any of thc occu-
picd arcas; othcrs felt that some Chines. pcoplc had to be there, ind it was bettor
for dccent lcoders - Chinese and forcign - to be there to help them, than to lcave
them to the mcrey of 'fricndly ncighbors' and the Chincsc who would bc helping them,
“lhether it would be better to go back, make your protest when the tirme cane, ret arrest
ed and possibly shot - or possibly something worse - or just stay away all together I
do not ¥now. But I am sure to go back, anc¢ then let t em dictate to you the terms un-
der which you should teach, -ould be to betrey not only China, but even vorse the
Christian cause. THis I an afraid the Church has heen doing in meny places, in some
plrecs where it did not realise it, by believing that religion has nothinr to do with
politics.

The rroblem in North China - except in one or two cases-seems to have been
sottled alon~ the line of least resistance; in Dast Chine at the moment it is almost
impossille to cet back, especially for foreigners, and Chinese are not very anxious to
rot back, as there is very little safety or order restored, jven in those towms vhich
our neighbors have occu.ied for over two months reople still live in fear o robbery,
sounding, rape, and cven doath at the hands of our friendly neirhbors.

e got lcttecrs from i:mic ycsterdayr; she hac got the things we scnt up
last Saeturday. Shc sounds amazingly normel and sane for a pcrson vho has bcen living
ander the strain that shc has. Mr. Rabe, the German who was chairrman of the Interna-
tional Zone Committcc up in Ilanking, has just com. to Shanrhai, on his way to Gormany.
innic writcs of the various groups who have been wiving him farcwell particse. ©he
says thcy still have about 3,000 womcn and ehildrer on the campus, mostly young womcn,
as it is so unsafc for thom to ro to thcir homcs, and they ar. starting various classcs
nith thcme Shce szys that on Fel y 21st shc rodc in o richsha, the fourth shc has
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scen since December 12th. They do get a little off the campus now, but shc and Mrs.
Twinem still stick pretty closc to thc campus for foar of untoward cvents.

March 7th.,
It was eswarm as carly summer last wock, and now it is snowing.

This last weck a committee tried to plan for tho recligious lifec of Gin-
ling, which isn't so casy, as it is almost impossible to find any ti~c¢ whon vou can
have anything . The girls arc scattered both in thcir timcs and placcs. Howcver, we
have scttled on having a bricf ten minutes praycr scrvice cvery day just aftor 12, as
a certein number of them arc there then, and we arc also trying to organizc onc dis-
cussion group on wock-days, mwhich wo arc getting I'r. Lautonschlager to take, at any
rate for the first throc wecks. He and Gardiner Tewkesbury arc Toth here for o month
to do Religious work among thc various schools and collegcs. But it is quitc o puzzle
trying to find any timc that is possiblce They had o mocting - it vas callcd o re-
treat but that is not rcally thc proper nome - yosterday, Sunday, from 4:30 - 8 Pl,

It was for anybody intcrested of the Christian faculty mem'ers of thc schools and
Collogcs. 4:30 - 6:30 - talks by various peoplc = Dr. Y.C.Tu, T, L. Shen, Dr. liao,
and "r. Lautenschlager and I'r. Tewkesbury, the latter two worc both quitc goode.

Then we had suppor togcther.

I saw scveral Ginling elumnac therc - Tsai Dch-dui and Chon Dch=djcn, I
was also sitting at the samc teble for supper us Miss Kissler. I saw Hwar.z Wen=yu
who is tcaching in the Southcern Baptist School, and sam but did not have time to tolk
to Dziang Sin-bco ,Li Iing-dju, ond Chiu Li-ying,

On Tucsday Nanking missionnrics hed o dinncr at the American School in hon-
our of iir. and Mrs. Rabcs Hc is thc German who has been acting os Chairman of the
Intcrnational Safcty Zone Committce in Nanking; hce camc down from Nenking the weck
beforc last, and is going homc to Germany, and will, I hope, tell somcthing of the

bchavior of their fricnds in the Oricnt. He has a very pleasing personality, ~nd gave
& very pleasant little tclk after dinner, maidy poying tribute to all his Amcricon
collearucs in Nanking, mony of whoso wives werc therc. He snid about Minnic that he
would ncver forget Miss Vautrin ot the head of o group of girls and vomen whom she
was loading past Jpponcsc soldicrs to the relotive safcty of Ginling. He soid " It
was o men's job, but Minnic did it." He was rathor intercsting in the rcasons he
gnve why hc steycd in Nonking - busincss intcrocsts, porsonal fricndship vith his Chi=-
ncsc busincss associates, vwho “wre wery keen for him to stay, genersl fricendlincss

to tho Chincsc pecople = he hos boen here 30 yenrs - cte. and finclly he said " As you
knovr I am o membour of the ilntional’ Sociclist T'nrty - ho vas wearing the Swostika -
ond as you know thcy ar. soldicrs of Pcrec, and I -wntud to prove it." I could wish
that the wholc party vns as good soldicrs of pcice os hce. Anyvmy, I hopc the fact
that he is o memker of the party, will moke them inclincd to belicve that what he sCyS
in Germany is truc. All the peoplc from Menking - Scerlc Bates, Levis Smythc cte.
spcak very highly of him, and it was o help I thinl;, having ¢ Germon ~s Choirman of
the Cormittccs The Jopenesc, I gatherce from somcthins he snid, wore both surpriscd
and ¢ 1little hurt to find « Germtn there trying to provent them from doing

verything they wented to. He soid in privote conversotion oftecrimrds that some of
the Joponcsc askecd him if the Yermen soldicrs did not co the kind of thing that the
Jopancsc hid bucn doing. He snid he answercd thom that some of them had, but they
he.d been punishced b7 being hung, not cven shot. Ho w.s of the opinion that thc disci=-
plinc wos very lax, and i7 tho Japonesc officers hac made - determined offort to stop
things, thcy could have. In this conncetion I clso hceord this trock of on Anglican
Bishop from Jopan vho simply rcfuscs to belicve thet the disciplincd dyrucsc troops
could have behoved like thots T supposc it is notural; . have all boen so impreg-
noted to belicve that atroeity storics cro just mode up for vwar-propagoendas
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I also attoended ¢ mecting of thc Fcllowship of Reconciliation on Sundny
morning. Thecrc were throo Chincs. cttendinr; the mecting, P.C.Hsu, who is o quitc
thorough poing pacifist, a2 Mr. Chcn, whan I don't know, cnd Liu En-lan of our faculty.
“h., I should say, dopcndcd rathcr on her mood +hother she was a pacifist or not.

The rcst werc Amcrieayp, British - nd Conadiane It really was ealled to revive the F.O.
R. in Shanghai ond Chinc, and try and do somcthing nosiw There is ccrtoinly plenty to
bc donce I connot imaginc o timc when therc wos morc reconciling to be done, or to
be frank, less chance, humanly speaking, of doing it. I don't think it was a too un-
satisfactory meeting, though the discussion was apt toc be a little discursive, and
there was a marked tendency to try and justify this particular war, that is s far

as the Chinese part in it was concerned. Also I should say we tended to he more in=-
terested in trying to stop this particular war in a manner favourable to the Chinese,
than to be equally concerned with trying to effect the necessary change of heart in
Japan to effect anything like a real reconciliation. The Americans all felt that a
good deal could be done to bring pressure on ashington not to make the proposed
cotton loan to Japan, and not to make any loans nt all. I hope if any of you, Bri-
tish or American, can do anything to bring pressure to bear on your governments to
follow something like a non-co-operative movement with Japan,you +ill do so., : But
the govermments are not too good, anc the armament firms are worse; still anything
that vou can do, do. Speaking of China's needs, there is another thing I might men-
ticn; therc is beginning to be a shortage of funds for the rclief work. «pparently
the drive in America was not nearly as successful os they had expected, and now of
course with the floods in California, and thc necd for relief therc, they are not
likely to get muche. Thc British fund hes bcen carrying the main burden up to nows
The Chinese have given very gnerously. At the very time when funds arc getting lower
therc is a problem of housing. About 26 of thc landlords of thc houscs in which rc=-
fugecs have bcecen housed have asked that they should lcave, largely, I think, bceause
under rcfugee usc thc property does detcrioratc very quickly. Therc isn't much place
for thcem to go, and thcy may have to build match sheods, which as th¢ summcr is coming
on wouldn't bc so bad, but would cost cuitc a2 lot. So this is just to say, if you can

give any morc, or ask anybody clsc to give, thc nccd is growing morc rather than less
urgent, Conditions are still so unscttled thot it is difficult for many of thcm to
rcturn home.

Saturday' I had classcs in thc morninr, and in th. aftcrnoon I invited the
class of 1937 to teca; eight out of the ninc that I had invited came, =nd cnothcr one
cme whom I didn't know was in Shanghai. Actuclly she ncver graducted from Ginling,
s shc married bcefore she had finished- Li Chi-hsia, for thosc¢ who arc intercsted = so
I think it was quitc o successful party. We vient through the membcrs of the class,
and there werc scven vhom nobody knew wherce they were, as they had becn in the war
aren,and nobody had hcard anything of them. Onc of the Froeculty, Hsu Chao-pino
turned up in the Ginling office this morinng; shc had comc from o village ncar Yang-
chow, and thcy had bcen robbed of 3,000 dollars by bandits on thce vey. I am afraid
that vhocvoer wins --1l11 hw to takc o long timc to rostorc onything likc order in
the country.

Things arc settling dovm in thc Ginling group somcwhat, thourh timc tables
still scem o little subjeet to alteration, ond variouscefforts arc bcing made to change
certain courscs and teachers. By the cnd of this week, I think 2ll vill bc scttlced.

I have suceccedcd in dropping two students who clcetcd the Anecicnt History coursc, (nd
an now coaching Yi Dji-ying in that. Thcy rcally vould have bcen on impossiblc trio to
run togecther, You can ignorc diffcrcnecs in lorge class much better than in small
one. Ruth is looking rathcr tircd, but I hopc the heaviest two wecks ar. over, and
that shc will bc ablce to catech herlircath o 1little. Living 2 nd vorking this way, you
don't soc much of thc girls cxcept cctunlly in class,
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Excerpts From Letters of Eva Spicer
Written in Shanghei March 16 - April 30, 1938

March 16, 1938 = It seems such a pity that all questions cannot be removed from the
political to the non-political sphere. It is enough to make you weep when you
think how men can and will cooperate over certain things, and then look at the mess
they are making of things in Europe at the moment, all of them rattling their swords
at one another. It also makes you desperately ashamed of Christians, and the
Christian Church, when Christ has made it so plain what one ought to do, and we

have tried to do everything else, cxcept what he suggesteds I think Furope, and

I include England, deserves all that is coming to her, though I pray that God in
His mercy may still avert it, but it will bo merecy not justice.

Miss Vautrin continues to write very cheery letters. They have over a
1000 studying in classes on the campus, and shec is always writing for more and
more materials. She says in spite of all the sadness that there is, there is a
wonderful underlying sense of peace and Joy. They arc trying to get more doctors
and nurses up there, as they aro badly in need of moreo help aleng medical lines,
but so far their efforts to get pernits have becen in vain.

The routine goes on pretty normally, there always seems plenty of work
to do, teaching two quite new courses with not a single note to one's name takes
quite a lot of time, and there are always a fow extra meetings, and things to see to.
The discussion group that we have started for students started last week with
Dr. Lautenshlager leading it for three times. I think they found it quite interest-
ing, though it was more of a lecture than a discussion groups I also spent a
certain amount of time finding out when the faculty had a possible free time for a
discussion group among ourselves, and wo are finally planning two at the lunch
hour on Friday. Everything in the way of arranging anything takes a lot of time
thouse days, as it is so hard to get hold of people to begin with, and almost im-
possible to find a suitable time whon you have found them.

We had a faculty mecting last Friday, and an Assembly this Monday.
I have had two little adventures on tho strects of Shanghai since I last wrote. On
Friday when I was walking back up Shantung Road aftcr the Faculty meeting about
6:30, my bag was snatched from mo. I shriocked out "My bag, my bag," which was not
very helpful, as no one knew what I was talking about, and started running after him,
another boy joined in the chase, and after a not very long period, the second boy
picked up the bag which the other onc had dropped, and gave it to me., I looked
first for my notc case and checque book, and they were both therc, but I discovered
afterwards that he taken somo things out before he had thrown it down, some letters,
and one had a cheque in it, which Miss Vautrin had scnt down to be cashod. It was
a cheque on an American bank, and I don't think he will be able to negotiante it,
but it is a nuisance. Then on Tuesday whon I was coming back from the F.O.R.
mecting, my rickshaw was run into by a car, and I was gently tipped out into the
strcet, but it really was very gentlec, as by the time the car knocked into the
rickshaw it had slowed down very much, and so had the rickshaw, and I really was not
hurt atalls The rickshaw was much more hurt, as its wheel was all buckled up, but
the man was not hurt,

Miss Whitmer arrived llonday a wock agoe Dr. Folton was on the same boats
he had just come from Koroea. Many loading Christianns among the Korean have beon
put in prison just beforec the beginning of trouble in the north, and some for the
flimsicst of recasons,
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March 20, 1938 - One seems to have lived almost more in Europe than in Shanghai,
wondering what on earth would happen next. I can't say that I feel any great
confidence in the present leadership in Great Britain. INMr. Chamberlain stiikes me
as being very limited in his outlook, and without the imagination and far-sighted-
ness that might enable him to help get Europe out of the nasty mess into which she
is gradually sinking deeper and deeper. He seems almost to have the rigid little
kind of mind that might make him want to be something of a dictator, but I trust
he has not the personality for that.

On Friday ten of the Faculty met for a sandwich lunch and discussion with
Dr. Lautenshlager on Students' problems today, and how to help thems We had our
lunch in the room which Mrs. New has taken, and which is more informally and
confortably furnished than any of the others. Dr. Lautenshlager and lir. Tewkesbury
have been allott®d to religious work among the Colleges and Middle School for these
four weeks. The meeting vas quite successful from the point of wview of fellowship
and general participation.

I heard an expbsion on Saturday morning which sounded quite near, and
sure enough there was (in quite small print, such things happen so often) the
report of a bomb that had been thrown in the next street to this; it was quite a
small bomb, one of the kind made out of a cigarectte tine Two people werc injurede

I had rather a disturbed night last night with a rat that got into my
room, and I am afraid I am very scared of thems

March 27, 1938 - On lionday evening I attended the second of & series of four
discussion groups on the subjoct of Peace, it was on Disarmament, or rather
re-armament. Really we are fools, I get so mad with Hitler at moments that I feel
I shall burst from inside, but I suppose that if immediately after the war we and
France had gone in for a bonafide full blown disarmament poliey, Hitler might never
have been able to come to the power he has, and the world might have been saved

the present mad race.

b

I had dinner at the American School with Lilliath Bates. They are running
a kind of refugee camp for missionaries there, they arc not having any rogular
boarders, only children attached to grown-upse They are running it on a commmunal
basis, most people helping with one or other jobs. Quite & number of Nanking
people are there - Lilliath Bates and her younger son, the Thomsons and three
children, the llaculluns, etce It is very much of a school dormitory life, and
can't be too pleasant for the adults, but they all seem very cheerful and good
obout it. Lillioth and Bobbie share a room, with one double decker bed like a
ship's cabin. On Tuesday I went to a movie = quite a good one - "One Hundred Men
and a Girl".

We had letters from Minnie on Friday, she writes as steadfastly as always,
but that amount of suffering must be very wearing; I mecan the consciousness of all
the suffering that is going on, and the nearness to it. Apparently the process of
flooding Nanking with opium and drugs has alrendy begun, What a worldd One man
said that he had seen more opium in the past threc or four wocks than he had in all
the previous years (16-17) thot he had been in Nanlkinge

On Sunday I had two alumnae to lunch, and in the afternoon Mr. Beynon
took Miss Harrop and myself over the Garden Bridge to the compounds. ithen you first
get there, except that it is rather deserted as compared with the rest of Shanghai,
and that most of the people you do sce arc Japanese soldiers or sailors, and only
a sprinkling of Chinese and foreigners, it looks fairly normal, though as you go
further down Broadway you come to places where there is no glass in any of the
windows, and some of the houses are completely gutted out. But when you turn down
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Chaoufoong Road and begin to walk away from the river towards the compound, there
is just complete ruin, bits of walls are standing, but there is not a roof or a
floor of any kind to be seen, just complete desolation, the space between the walls
is choked with bricks and rubbish of various kinds, In some places there are
heaps of scrap iron ready to be taken awny - most of which is a rather beautiful
rust color - but most of it has already been cleared away. The streets now are
perfectly clean and this region almost entirely desertede It is rather an eerie
feeling that this empty quiet desolated and ruined city gives you, it reminded me
more of Pompei than of any other place I have been to. The compound (London
Missionary Society) itself is a melancholy spectacle, especially the boys school,
and the four last housgs to be built, which are just walls, and nothing elses

The two houses in which the Blacks and the Smalls lived are badly knocked sbout,

a shell must have gone through the roof, and the confusion inside is indescribable
but there is much more left, and of the three oldest houses and the girls school
therc is almost the complete structure left, except of course for some damage.
There are dugouts on the tonnis court, but the flowers arc coming up in some of
the borders, woe picked some daffodils, forsythia, a snowdrop and hyacinth or two.
Here again the outside of everything has been tidied up, and it is a calm plaeid
melancholy that broods over overything, not the ravaged ghastly mcss it must

have been while all was happening.

We walked past the Hongkow market, which is almost exclusively inhabited
by Japanese soldiecrs, and that whole area there is like a Japanese city, you hardly
see any Chinese at all, and there are many more Japanese civilians. It was always
a quarter where many Japanese lived, the main difference is that the Chinese who
lived therc have left. There was a Japanese aecroplanc doing stunts over our head,
as we passcd the market.

April 4, 1938 - On Monday morning we had word that Dr. Wu would probably arrive
that day on the Italian boat, and surc enough she got in about 4 P.M., in time to
address the assembly of students, which was quite an excitement. She had becn
able to make a rescrvation on the plane from Chunking to Hongkong quite suddenly,
and had had no timc to let us know boforehand that she was coming, also she wished
to surprise us, but friends had wired from Hongkong, so that we did know. She
looked much the same as ever, pretty tired, but not much more so than when she
left Wuchang, and I think after o day or two's rest she looked quite a lot better.

Tucsday was a holdiay, and I went on a trip that had been arranged for
students and faculty to see some of thc refugeec worke Wec met at the Y.W. in
Bubbling Well Road, and started out in onc Red Cross Truck and two cars -- Mrs. Now's
and Mrs. Fitch's. Mrs. Fitch is in charge of the industrial work which is being
started in the camps.

We went first to a camp in a templc, where they arc doing industrial work.
Some of them arc being taught cmbroidery, basket making, glove making, cte, ond
as somo alrcady know many women do embroidery work in their own homes. Thoy havo
a merchant - onc Albcrt = to be responsible for the selling end of it, of course
all the ordinary sourcecs of supply arc pretty badly hit, so that I don't think he
is doing it for charity but for busincss. However, it is tcaching some of them a
trade, and they arc able to carn some moncy, and they are only allowed to draw out
a 1little now, and they will have tho rest when they lcave, which will be sog fhing
to help then towards a new start, so I supposc it is as wiso not to give it/to thenm
now, as they probably would spend ite It was a very pleasant sunny day, and on
that kind of day a temple, with its courtyards and stone floors, isn't so bad, but
it must bo pretty cold during tho winters They sloep and work in the same rooms
of coursc, but 2ll their bedding rolls arc rolled up during the day, so that the
spacc is quitc clear. They looked pretty checery on thc wholes You have to hand
it to thc Chinesc for being able to put up with things, I don't think any other
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people I have come across have the same capacity for cheerful endurance, After
the camp in the temple we went to another one, which was supposed to be especially
good in education, but as it was a holiday they were having a holiday too, and
there was not much going on. I don't know what the building had been before,

but they seem to huve taken down all the partitions along the corridor which made
it seem very light and airy, and it was quite clean, From there we went to a
little camp - about 270 women and children - being run by the Y.W.C.A. which was
very pleasant, they were doing industrial work therc too on their own not in the
main scheme because they were not large enoughs This general industrial scheme
only handles groups of 200 women or above. They clso had classes for children,
who were most attractive; they wore in quite a decent house, though of course every
bit of spacc must be used at night time to get them all lying down space. From
there we went to a new industrial camp just opened at St. John'ss They had takon
wonmon from other oamps and put them thoro. It was teing run by the Y.W.C.A.

very cfficiontly. We went from therc to the hospital for refugees in the Academic
Sinnica Building, it makos a very good hospitals There were children there who
had becn wounded while playing with an unexploded hand grenade, I think it wase
Apparcntly there are quite a certain number of unexploded shells, etce lying about
various places. After that wo went toacamp that has been run by the Christian
Churches of Shanghai; it was in mntch sheds, and looked decidedly darker and less
attractive than the others we had been to, which were all rather well houseds But
the people seemed to have quite enough place in which to stretch out. We decided
that we had been to rather superior camps s0 we asked Mrs. Fitch and our Chinese
guide to take us to a really bad one, so they dids Thore were about 8,000 in that
one, and it was frightfully erowded, in one of the shelters that had been erocted in
between the houses, they werc sleeping in threc tiers, and the top lot must have
protty well touched the ceiling, even when they were lying down. Every single
scrap of place was occupied, and I have never seen such a collection of old rags
which seem to be shoved into every odd corner. The whole impression was one of
dirt and squalor. Actually being a fine day it was not nearly so bad as it would

have been on a wet day. V‘hen thoy are all indoors, I can% think where they put
themselves. UMrs. Fitch said she had been there once on a wet day, and it was just
terrible, some of them didn't have enough room to sit or lie down. But even in that
camp the people looked fairly cheery. We saw their meal at one camp, just ready,
they have a mixture of rice, wheat, and beans; it didn't look too bad, though I
don't suppose that I should like to live on that twice a daye. lthen they are working
they got breakfast as well.

We finished up with lunch at the Y.W.C.Ae and Mrs. Fitch told us something
about the work, and how it had started, etc., I mean the industricl work. These
refugee camps are run under many different organizations, who pay the rent and the
management, but most of them now are getting their supplies - rice, coal, ete., from
the Red Cross, and if they get their supplies from the international Red Cross
Committee, then they are inspected by the Red Cross, and have to fulfill certain
regulations.

It was quite interesting to see how many places in Shanghai were flying
the old, not the new flag; inside the settlement and the French concession, you
didn't sce the new flag at all. Wednesday was an ordinary work day. I had a Committee
meeting at lunch time with Ettie Chin and Hwang Li-ming on Services for Easter Week.
Also Wu Mou=-i looked in, and I did a little shopping, as she was going up to Hankow
and Chunking the next day, and could take things with hers At tea-time we had a
Jjoint meeting of Ginling and the University of Nanking at which Mr., Tewkesbury and
Dr. Lautensehlager werc speaking,




e

On Thursday I dashed out to Ruth and Florence's apartments, where Dr,
Wu was holding a committee meeting to discuss the future plans for Ginling,
whether to open in two places, or only in one; whether to go on with the ordipary
routine currioulum, or whether to try and start something rather more adapted
to present day needs. Dr. Wu told us something about conditions on the West China
Campus, and generally in Szechuan, and we asked questions and raised problems,
They didn't settle anything, only raised questions for the faculty to discuss at
the meeting on this coming Wednesday.

Everybody in Shanghai now has stories about the kidnapping of girls.
Young girls seem to have a great fascination for my friend "Laura". Of course,
when you track down the stories a good mony of them are not true, but cnough are
true to make people feel quite nervous. -

April 10, 1938 = On Tuesday we had an extra faculty meeting and we discussed the
problem of where we ought to continue next term, in Shanghai, or Szechuan, or wheree
I think we are all fairly clear that there really is not much use in our staying
in Shanghai. Any girl who wants the kind of education that we are giving here

can get it at one of the other institutions and without any residential life -

or much contact with them; cxcept in the classrooms, you can't really do much

in the way of character education. Morcover, in the present crisis onc wonders
whether the routine college cducation is really the best fitted to help peoplo
meet present day conditions. So we decided that we would ask for use of these
buildings, which are about five hours by bus from Chengtu, and would start a unit
there, to try and work out courses that might teke less time, and be more practic-
able. After the meeting was over some of us went out to dinner with one of the
Alumnae - Miss Wen-yu, and had very good Chinese food.

On Wednesday I went out to tea with Mrs. Mills, and met several Nanking
grass widows - Mrs. Ritchie, whose husband is up in Nenking in the postal serviece,
and Mrs. Williams, whose husband is in the British Consulatc. Mrs. Mills' husband
is there too, so naturally we talked about Nanking a good bit of the time. We had
another faculty mecting in the evening, preceded by supper, at which we went more
thoroughly into the question we had discussed a bit the night before. Since then
we had had further word from Miss Vautrin, and she seemed to think that we might
be able to start middle school work on the campus next term. So if we did that
we should have Ginling in two places - both oocupied China in Nanking, and free
China in Szechuan - of course we didn't get down to any details of courses, etc.,
but on the whole the faculty seecmed in favor of the general ideas

Thursday we all had a shock as Dr. Herman Liu, President of Shanghai
University, and the kind of man that was on every committece that there was in
Shanghai, was shot in full daylight about 8:30 A.if. as he was waiting for a bus
to cano down town with his small son whom he was taking to the dentiste The stop,
for those of you who know Shanghai, is on Bubbling Well Road, just opposite the
Y.W.C.Ae They got one of the men, but up to date not the man who actually shot him.
He died before they could get him to o hospital. Of courso cverybody knew him -~
that is all the peoplo in the missionary or philanthropic ecirgics in Shanghai,
and there was a kind of hush over the Mission Buildings. People arc fairly sure
it was torrorists, with Japancse bechind theme He had not boen particularly
associated with polities, I think, though of course to somc extent, nnd he was,

I beliecve, active in the Boycott Associntion. But hc had boen quito outspoken in
his criticism of the Japanese policy, and ccrtainly in his influence on his studente
could not possibly be considered pro-Japanese, He had already received threatening
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lotters and had had previous attempts on his lifc, but he said hc would stay,

and stay ho dide It makes onc fool pretty awful, and you wonder whother all the
outstanding Chinesc lcaders in oducation, cte, arc not somewhat umsafo. Ono
can't help having n fow fears for Dre Wu, though of courso therc is nothing to do
oxeopt go on, and do just what ono would do anyway. We had doeided to closo tho
Shanghai unit anyway, but Dre. Vu is making it very cloar that we deeidod beforo
Herman Liu was shot, not afterwards.

On Friday I went out to dinncr with Ruth and Florence, as they wore
having Searle and Lilliath Bates to dinners Dre. Wu and Harriot Whitmer werec also
theroe Searle Bates camc down from Nanking last Tuesday, but I had not seen him
befores He looks protty well, all things considered, but I think the whole exper-
ionce has told pretty heavily on his spirits. We talked about the European situn-
tion some of the time, and he was pretty pessimistic about that, saying that he
did not see a glimmer of hope -- and then, just as he was going, he smiled and
said "Of course you have to remember where I have been." And I think the forces
of evil and cruelty are very uppermost in his mind at the moment. Still I think
there is a good deal of ground for his pessiniem.He says that all the Germons in
Nanking seenquite definitely anti-Japanesc and are very outspokcn in their comments,
and very disgusted with the tie up with Japan; he says that all they have written
has been sent straight back to Germany, and all the other reports as well,

On Soturday, I went to a lunch thot was being given at the Y.M.C.A. for
Seale Bates, at which he gave a more general picture of conditions in Nanking,
pretty dopressings Mr. Forster also from Nanking was theree It sounds like an
almost derelict city, with nothing much except a little peddling going on and
somec Japancsc shops oponing upe All property of any wvalue is boing confiscated
thero and olsewhore, and you wonder whore, after they have finished all tho
possiblo scizuros, they will got any recveonue for the running of their puppct
governmentse.

April 17, 1938 - On Wednosday thorc was a meeting for Nanking people when Semlo
Bates gave a preliminary report on the cconomic survey they have been making into
the losses in Nanking insidec the c¢ity, and also in the six districts outside Nanking.
It was interesting, but pretty gloomy. He said thmt all the figures were approxi-
mate, and they had still to be gone over again, so he didn't want anybody to quote
thom yet. One thing that rather stuck in one's mind was that in the six districts
which thoy investigated only 10% of the ordinary amount of land was under cultiwn-
tion; think what that is going to mcan for the future. They have beon gquito

amiable about giving Scarle permission to go back and he is going by train on Satur-
daye

On Thursday we had a Communion Scrvice for the students and alumnae -
it is the onec Communion sorvicc we plan as a college during the year - Dre Wu
spoko, and spoke well and imprcssively.

Friday at the Milligon's flat, I found Searlec and Lilliath, and Mr. and
Mrs. Milligan, Ronanld Rees, and o Japanese newspaper man having a discussion, so
I stayod and listcned ine Tho Japanesec was - relatively speaking - moderate and
reasonablc, I mean he was willing to rccognize lots of wrong things about his
government and the foelishness of a lot of things that they had donce But when you
rcaliza what was the bare minimum of what hc took for granted, Japan had practically
the right to expect from China in any peacc torms that might be talked, thore soomod
an almost impassable gulf fixed between what any Chincso of any standing in tho
prosont Contral Governmont could accept as poacc terms and continuc to retain tho
rospecet of the Chineso, and what the Japanese would regard as thc bare minimume
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It made you realize once again that for many of the Japanese, China as a separate
cntity simply doos not exist, that she is Just a pawn in the game they are playing
with Russia. Japan's neccssitios worc the paramount consideration to which the
Chinese had to adapt themselves, Ho took what apparently is the official view
being promulgated as rogards the fighting on the Tsin-Pu railways, that Japan has
not been seriously trying to advance, but is following morc of a sit-down policy -
the way he talked you could see that he felt that had Japan been fighting soriesly,
the Chinesc could not have made any hendwaye I am perfectly prepared to bolieve
that the Chincsce troops arec numerically suporior ( he said theoy wore very much s0)
but I find it hard to boliove that Japan has not cven boen trying to tako Hsuchowfu.

This morning I rosc up oarly, as Ginling was having an Easter morning
servico out at McTeiyre at 8 A.M., it is a littlc woy out, and I did not want to
be lates It was a lovely day, and they have o boautiful garden, and everything
went off very well. Thore wore betweon 70 and 80 there, studonts and alumnae,
and after the service,at which Dr. Y. Y. Tsu of St. John's spoke, we had breakfast
togother,

April 24, 1938 - We had a plcasant broakfost together - buffot style - and a good
many photos of various groups were taken. By the timc the service and the break-
fagt were ovor, it was time to go to morning sorvico. John Barr came to supper,
ho is just back from Englande I found him slightly depressing, as he fclt there
was no rcal likelihood ofany effcetivo opposition of Chamborldn's present policy,
which I must own I find hard to stomach.

Easter Monday was a holiday. I did somc work and tidying up in the
morning, and then went out to lunch with others of the Faculty with a group of our
alumnae who teach at onc of tho Shenghai Municipal Schoolss We had a good lunch,
and wore taken over tho school, which was quite intercsting, modern up-to-date
buildinge Certainly modern architecture lends itself to school buildings, better
than Gothic, at any rate from the point of view of light, cte. I went back to the
offico.

On Wodnosday, the class of 1937 had another reunion, and this time thero
were ten present, two of whom had only rccently come to Shanghai from Soochows
They reported things fairly quiet in Soochow, though you could not go out much on
tho street if you were a young girls But I have also heard that somec of the
foreigners who haqahad permission to go back and stay therec, have been ordercd out
again, and there/rumors going round the place that therc have been some suicidcse

On Friday I had Chen Pinelin in to dinner and talke. She is o Ginling
alumna who is doing social work in the hospital here.

When I go about the streets these days, I am looking for a smart looking
green car with a certain number on it, as one of our students had her photo taken
last week on thc street, and this week she was followed, apparently with intent
to remove heres Shc knows three of tho numbers in the cnr, but was not quite
cortain about the 4th, so we are just trying to kcep a lookout as that might help
the authoritiess I thought Isaw a possible one yesterday, butthe number wasn't
quito rights It's a horrible feeling thesc girls must haves After tea I went out
to a Faculty meeting,which Dr. Wu was holding, plus supper. Ve rehearsed somo
faculty songs for a purty that the students gave todaye. It had originally been
planncd as a welcome party for Dr. Wu, but had to be postponed twice, so it finally
turned itself into a farewell party for her, as she is returning to Szechuan on
May 3rd, to get things under way for noxt termthorc.

Dr. Wu, I gather, is oxpecting moc to g0 up therc. Ruth Chester 1is going
home on furlough, and Harrioct Whitmer will try and rejoin Minnie in Nanking,
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April 30, 1938 - On Wednesday I stole time and went with four of the Chinese
faculty to sce a film that was on Just for two days--an inoident taken from the
old Chinesc novol "The Threo Kingdoms". This particular incident was called the
Sable Cicada, the literal translation of the girl's names She was used by her
father to sow dissension between the old man,who was planning to usurp the throno,
and his main fighting man, whieh she did very successfully.

On Thursday I went out in the evening to a meoting of the Nanking
Community to hear Mr. Mills and Mr. Macullum speak. Mr. Macullum sang two quite
amasing songs that he had written on various incidents in their life up there,
which had helped to give light reliof, and told us quitc a bit about thehospital.

On Tuesday we had a chance of soceing somc of the films that have been
takon in Nanking. Onc set had been takon on the Ginling campus, and were really
vory goode They showed us various pietures of tho refugeos in class, arriving,
living in the gym, gotting their hot wator, washing, cto. Then tho others were
of various things; badly woundod cases in the hospital, somo of them pretty nasty,
parts of the dostroyed pertion of the city, and some of tho other parts, outlying
country roads with dead bodics still lying along thom, and also bodies in ponds.
It was vory moving in its very simplioity, and mado ono terribly sad and homesicke.
I longed to go back to Nanking. Tho Ginling ones werc pretty cheorful, and I just
longed to be on the campus againe

Friday we had a meoting all afternoon discussing “tho curriculum for
noxt ycar, which went better on the whole than I had expected it to go. But it
should be inteoresting trying to hammer out something a little different.




GINLING COLLEGE
NANKING, CHINA

Excerpts from Letters of Eva Spicer
Written in Shanghai May 8th - May 26, 1938

I May 8, 1938 = I am to be asked to go as one of the delegation from China to

Madras, where the enlarged meeting of the International Missionary Council is being
They were originally planning to hold it at Hangchow, but for obvious reasons

they have had to change that, and are now going to Madras. I am quite thrilled about

ite I talked to Dr. Wu about it on Monday, and she is willing for me to give a

provisional acceptance, and after we got up to Chengtu we can see better whether

it will be possible for me to getavay., Dr. Wu herself is going, so we could travel

together, of course it will mean flying from Chengtu to Hong Kong; unless we go

by the new road out from Yunnan to Burma « The boat leaves Hong Kong on November

30th, and we get back there January 15th.

Tuesday I got up fairly early to see Dr. Wu off at the Customs jetty, in
company with many others. Mrs. New and Peter New are going down to Hong Kong with
here Dr. Wu has not had much of a rest in Shanghai, I am afraid, and I doubt if she
will get onc during the next few months, but perhaps by the end of July she will
have done most of the preliminary planning.

On Saturday I had tried to arrange a group in the afternoon for alumnae,
but it is extraordinarily hard to.find a time which will suit more than two or three,
in the end only one came - but we had quite a satisfactory talk together. It is
difficult these days not be rather overwhelmed by the amount of organized will power
that there is, and the apparent ineffectiveness of the will to good, which does
exist, but is so mueh harder to get goinge It is of course undoubtedly casior to
arouse the desire to inflict suffering on others, than to arousc people to a desire
to bear suffering oneself, whioch is what the people of good will have to face if
they are going to make any headway against the present situation,

Harry Silcock of the Friends' Mission is here to discuss the possibility
of the Friends starting relief work in this area; there are a good many different
opinions as to whom you will really be helping if you start ro-habilitation work
nowe He reports a very good state of morale in West China and elsewhere, from where
he has just come.

II May 16, 1938 = The taking of Amoy has added to the gencral gloome One of our
students who lives in Changchow is very apprehensive as to what may happen there.

I met at Hankow Dr. Wyatt of the BeM. who is reported to have been shot this morning.
Perhaps they will find him, and he will recover,

On Tuesday evening I went to supper at the Foreign Y followed by a dis=-
cussion of the questions that we are due to take up at Madras. It was quite interost-
ing, though we got quite a long way off the point.

III May 26th, 1938 = I had a diseussion group Saturday afternoon, three girls I
think turned up this time, and we had quite an interesting time. When one is dis-
cussing any religious subject just now it is interesting to see how the discussion
always gravitates towards the question "Is it really possible to love our enemies =
are we expected to do it? ete, ete." Onec girl (not in this group) said quite frankly
that for herself she was leaving it to Jesus, she didmt think there was anything

she could do about it. But I think it is significant whether they think it possible
or not, thoy always come back to it, thoy can't forget that Josus did tell them to
love their cnomioss I brought Liu Baoddoh home to lunch and toa. She is a girl from




Changchow near Amoy in Fukien Province and was feeling rather weepy as that was
just tho time of the news of the taking of Amoy. I did what I could to cheer her

up.

On Monday I went to an F.0.R. moceting, where John Barr was speaking on
the Peace Movement in Englands He feels that you have to roll up large numbers,
I know there is a good deal in that, but I can't help fecling that the Christian
Church was quite a lot more offective in the days before it grew so large. I think
you have to be very careful not to spread certain things too thin. We talked a
little about the drug traffic, which is naturally on the increase, as it is our
neighbors pleasant little way of hdping to pay the expenses of this jolly little
incident.

On Tuesday evening we were discussing the greatest hindrances to the
development of Christianity in China.

) On Wednesday I had a lunch-time discussion with five students, which went
quite welle They expressed themselves quite freely, and though I don't think we
settled anything, I think we got certain points rather clearer. On Thursday the
different women's clubs in Shanghai were holding a one day institute the subject
of which was Mental Welfare in Shanghai. It has been sponsored by a Dr. Fanny
Halperny an . Austrian, who is the head of the department of Neurology and Psychiatry
at the Red Cross Hospital, and is very anxious to get more work done in Shanghai
along the lines of setting up more clinics for problem children. We started off
with a little good cheer talk by the Dean of the Cathedrals He made one remark
with which I profoundly disagree; he said that in difficult times when one was
inclined to feel pessimistic, there was nothing like a dose of history to cure you.
It seems to me that it is just the other way round, I have becen teaching 19th and
20th Century history this term; we have just got to the Great War, and it secems

to me the most profoundly distressing subject, as we never learn, and make almost
all the same mistakes over again, I don't mean there is not another side to it,

but that seems to be one that strikes onc the most, and all because of the incur-
ablc solfishness of man. They will never give up a thing freely and of their own
accord, but ecling to it, generally until it is too late to accomplish the change
without bitterness and wviolence.

On Wednesday afternoon I went to make an application for a permit to go
to Nankinge The Japanese guide took me to another place than the one I thought
it should be, but he seemed to know, and we spent a long time filling in forms or
at least he did, as it 2ll had to be in Japanese, but when we got it all done it
scemed that was not the right placo, that wd' Anese got permitse Ho had another
appointment, so wec couldn't go on to the right places On Saturday I had another
discussion group with alumnac, this timc four turned up, and we had quite a nice
timc, one had only just comc from Hangchow, but I didn't got very much out of her.

Sunday I went to the Cathedral wherc Ronald Rces was preaching on Wesley,
quitc good, though with tho awful recsults of over-emotionalism before your eyes
is so many ways ~ "heart-worming" didn't secm so much to the point at the moment
as o little "head-coolings" but how much safor to have your heart warmed about
Jesus, than about Hitler or Mussolini.

On Monday we had a meeting in the afternoon of students and faculty who
wore going to Szechuan, and decided that - DeV. = we would try and go by Hankow,
as the bus trip from Kunming (Yunnafu) to Chunking sounds protty grime I am not
sure that we shall be ablo to get there via Hankow, we shall have to wnit and see.




Wednosday we wasted most of the afternoon going out to the Japanese
military headquarters to put in our application, our former application having
never reached headquarters. This time Harriet Whitmer, who is trying to go up to
Nanking to stay, (Florence and I only want to go and look over things -- books, eto)
and had already been there took use The man was quite pleasant and hopeful, but
I don't know how seriously you can takc hime In thecvening I very sleepily prepared
o speech for the Rotary Club today. I was not fecling at all inspirocde My subject
was "Ginling College - Its Adventures and Achiovements." I ga it off my chest
today, I don't think it was very good.

IVJune 14, 1938 = On Friday, June 10th, we had our last Faculty lunch Discussion group,
and this time Dr. Rufus Jones took it. He is a very well-known Quaker in America,
and we had asked him to speak on the "Practice of Meditation".

On Saturday we had an afternocon outing - lunch = then Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs, which I enjoyed, but which I am sure would have given me the nightmare
when I was younge In the evening I went to a meecting which was part of a semi-week-
end retreats We had supper, and then Rufus Jones talked followed by discussion and
some time for quiet.s There was another meeting the next morning, and again in the
afternoon. After supper I had to broadcast; I had done most of the preparation on
Friday evening, but I had to finish it off rather hastily on Sunday afternoon and
evenings The L.M.S. is responsible for every Sunday 8:30 P.M.

On Monday there was yet another meeting, this time the F.0.R. There was
a Japanese there, a delegate from the Friend's Yearly meeting in Tokyo, he had also
been present at the meeting on Sunday afternoon, and had spoken quite remarkably.
It can't have been exactly easy to sit through the discussion on Monday evening, but
he seemed to bear up very well,

Today we hoped that we should get out pass and tickets and everything for
going to Nanking; we have got the tickets all right, but unfortunately the man whom
Claude Thomson had trusted to get the tickets=--a military man in the Japanese con-
sulate-~had not been able to deliver the goodss The military will do nothing at
the request of the civil authorities, and they seem to wish to make the train journey
as difficult as possibles So we have put off going for one day. If we put it off
till Thursday, we can get it through an International Guides Bureaus

June 21, 1938 = The journey up to Nanking started very early, but went fairly peace-
fullye Claude Thomson and Florence Kirk and a Mr. Koo of the University picked me
up & little after 5:15 A.M.; it was simply pouring with rain. The station we left
from was a little further out than the normal station, and there were steps to
olimb up and down, but fortunately there were some coolies on the job, so we did not
have to carry all the luggege ourselves. We got first of all into a carriage full
of soldiers; one of them had his sword out to cut something, and looked quite fierce.
When we had got all our things stowed away, they camealong and told us that that was
not for civilians; I can't see why they could not have told us a little bit sooner,
go we had to move all our things along to a very full car. There are only two
coaches for civilians -~ third not to say fourth class. The soldiers - though not
beautiful - strange how ugly most Japanese are - were quite friendly on the whole,
and some of them even helped to move our things down. The coach was very crowded
when we started, but people got out at the various stations on the waye. It took

us a long time to get there, over 12 hoursg¢the last time I left Nanking by train

for Shanghai, it took me just under 5 hours in the Capital Express.




‘ The oity and country just outside Shanghai are rather pathetic, thehouses
are all half burnt, and quite empty, and at first the country looks very uncared for
and unkempt, not much planted, though a field here and there is sown, and you see
hardly a man, woman, child or beast. As you get nearer Soochow the country gets more
and more normal, and looks fairly well sown and planted; in some fields they were
transplanting the rice.

We stopped at every single station, generally for quite a long time; at
all the smaller stations there was not much sign of life, except a few Japanese
soldiers, and sonetimes some children. When there were any children they always
besieged the soldiers and got things like empty bottles and cigarettes; a feeling for
children seems tote one of the Japanese soldiers' more amiable characteristics. At
the bigger stations - Soochow, Wusih, etc. there were a good many Japanese soldiers
in evidence, and a few more passengers.

We arrived in Nanking a little after 7, They line you up in a long line,
and search you as you go through the barriere Theysearched all the Chinese, they
didn't search us, though they seized our permits as soon as we came through the
barrier to copy into a little book, and pushed you about rather when you are not
exactly where they think you ought to bes They are very much flaunting their authorit;
about the place in a way that would be diffieult to bear if you had to put up with
nuch of ite Plummer Mills came down to meet use You more or less have to be met,
as there are no cars or carriages for hire. Outside the city there is a good deal
of destruction, mainly done by the Chinese themselves, as part of the defence pro-
gram = but on the road to Ginling, therc is not much destruction to be seen, except
the Ministry of Comnunications, again destroyed by the Chinese themselves,but it
looks deserted as compared with what it was a year ago.

It was growing dark so we couldn't see much of the Ginling Campus but next
morning it all looked amazingly normale It is wonderful how well they have kept
it with all those refugees there; it was trampled about a good bit at one time,
but Minnie and Mrs. Tsen have been busy getting it in order again. The only outward
signs on the campus that all is not as usual is that there is barbed wire round the
lawns, in order to keep the refugeecs off some of them, and also that along the
covered ways and in other places there is much washing of various kinds hung out to
dry, which looks a little stmange. They have closed all the camps in Nanking, but
they have about 700 women under 30 on the Ginling campus still attending a kind of
a sumrer school, the real purpose being to give a place to women who have lost their
male relatives and are absolutely destitute, and also to such girls and women who
live in those districts of the city which are still considered to be unsafe, owing
to the proximity of the soldierss It has been very hard to keep thec numbers down,
as everybody wants to come, as they all feel much safer there than elsewhere, and it
is also much pleasanter. However, they are keen to get the people back to their
homes, so they are doing their best to keep the numbers down. These girls are living
in the Reoitation Building, and the Central building, they just sleep on the floor
and bring their own bedding, there is the kind of smell you would expect - you know
stale humanity and too much of it - though they are really kept fairly tidy, and they
do a lot of washings In the dormitories which are now empty, the smell has gone, but
the lower parts of the walls are still pretty dirty. They say when there was the
greatest crush they were sitting on the stairs, without even room to stretch out.
How they got through those days I don't know; just forming up the rice line for over
10,000 must have been some busincss.

They had the opening exercises of the Summer School on Saturday. It was a
cheering sight to see the Chapel Auditorium full of girls, really quite tidy looking
and quite well behaveds They sang most heartily. It was mainly giving out of
notices = many of them things they were not to do. Minnie was not entirely satisfied;




she thought they were too negative, but they were given out in good spirit, and
Haorriet - with translater - made quite a nice little speech on the matters of Hygienes
The Dean of the Summer School - a Miss Wong - seemed to have a very pleasant way
with her in the notices that she gave out, and she introduced the teachers. There is
not a very heavy time table, as there is not a very large staff of teachers, every
student has two classes a day, and three subjects in all, the subjects vary, but all
study Bible - the other subjects are history, mathematics, English, Chinese, hygiene
and singings Minnic is hoping from this school to select the most needy 100-200
women to start the industrial school mext fall. The students vary - I mean in the
prosent swmmer school = from illiterates to girls in Senipr Middle School. Hardly
any of our college studenmts are in Nanking, but there is at least one former Fresh-
man, and I think she is going to help with the music.

But if Ginling looks fairly norral, and quite beautiful, I can't say as
nuch for most of the rest of Nankings In the safety zone, which is mostly around
Ginling, there has not been nuch destruection, but all the houses are occupied by
rofugees - or empty = and along the streets there are all sorts of little booths,
mainly stored with loote The population of Nanking is mainly living by selling
matches, other small articles and loot to itself; and you feel as though there is
no normal healthy life flowing through the citye.

We went on Tuesday rather furthor infield, Dre Roson the German repre-
sontative took us in his car outside the city and round the south part of tho oity,
where the main busincss seetion is ~ or rather was. You go outsido the city with
a special pernit, or with one of the official representatives of other countries,
as they are provided with a gondarme to protect them, or more accurately to observe
all they do. They take copious notcse The public buildings outside the city =
such as the Ming Toumbs, Dr. Sun's tomb, the Monorial for the soldiers, Beamless Hall,
Pagoda, etc., are not damaged, though the aninals loading up to the Ming Tombs were
painted green by the Chinese by way of camouflage, and Dre Sun's tomb has been
nuffled in a kind of a banboo cage, also part of a canouflaging procedures. All the
houses have been destroyed, or are in the process of being destroyede We went over
that tallish house on a hill that had been built as a Presidentianl Mansion. The wall
on one side had been badly shot away by a big shell, but the main structure was still
fairly all right, though of course all the glass and some of the tiles had been
crushed and broken, and there was the carcass of a horse in the nain reception room.
The park, of course, is not being kept up, and there are weeds growing up everywhere,
though it still looks lovely, but when you think of what it was before, it is a very
relancholy spectacle, a bit like the garden in Sleeping Beauty would have been before
the Prince cane.

On the way back we drove down Tai Ping Lu, and other of the main streets,
Tai Pin Lu is a wreck, there are hardly any whole shops, and such as there are are
mostly occupied by Japanese; beer shops are very proninent among thems The whole
of that part of the city looks derelict, and would meke you weep. There are a faw
Chinese to be seen, but mostly Japanese. We passed the Y.MsC.A. building on our
way back, which has been burnt, and also the State Cinerma Theatre, the latest and
most up to date, which has been completely gutted.

I have gone rather shead of the days, in trying to tell you something
about the city as a whole. On Friday we spent most of the day going over books and
papers in our offices. I knew I would not be back for two years at least, as we
shall be up in Chengtu next year, and then I am due for furlough = I didn't have much
more time to look through things, but I was able to pick out what was most important
to take up to Chengtu, if we can get any luggage up there.




On Friday eveing there was a meeting and supper of all the missionaries
in Nanking, quite a number of women missionaries had come up just the week before,
including Harriet Whitmer, so that there ars quite a group nows They wanted to
discuss various problems =« relief, education, etc. = s0 as to have same common poliocy
and ideass The country rsund is better than they had anticipated, but the clity is
in a pretty Bad way, as there is really no source of income. Commercially it is out
off from other places, except what people can bring on foot - and all the wholesale
business of the city is in the hands of the Japaneses At the moment people still
have a few reserves, and they are managing to seratch a living someway; food is
cheap and the weather warm, but they all dread to think what it will be like next
winter, and they are husbanding their reources for that time. The Japanese militeary,
of course, accept no responsibility for the ocivilian life, and the puppet government
is without prestige or ability; their policeman are not armed with as much as a stick,
so that practically speaking the city is without police.

The plan to open a few schools of various sorts, and they hope, I think,
that perhaps they wll not be interfered with much, Minnie Vautrin is planning to
open the Practice School for Girls, but I don' think there will be a mission middle
school for boys.

The hospital is going to have some diffieculty in carrying on, as pre-
viously they met a good deal of their expenses by what the patients paid, but the
number of free patients is increasing weekly now, and by next winter it is doubtful
whether there will be any but free patients left in Nanking; and yet it was never
more essential to have the hospital open, as there is no other in Nanking for Chinese,

One of the men was very nuch concerned that nothing was being done for
the Japanese, and wanted to try and get hold of some Japanese missionary or Japanese
Christian to come and work anong the troops, and give them some place to be decent in,
if they wanted to be decent. At the moment the only places provided for the Japanese
soldiers are beer halls, brothels, and now, I think, one cinema. Another of the men
present said at the beginning of the "incident" the National Christian Council of
Japan had asked to be allowed to send along ministeres with the troops, but had been
refuseds I think it is interesting that an arry trying to be as up to date as the
Japanese should havw nothing in the way of social welfare for their troops. They
do have a couple of Buddhist priests = or monks - along with them I think, but they
mainly concentrate on burying the dead, not helping the living; though I have always
understood that there was a Young Men's Buddhist Association in Japan modelled on
the lines of the Y«M.C.A., and I should have thought that might have done something.
Certainly the Japanese arny needs all the encouragenent to be decent that it can get.

I am just reading o book by Chamberlain called "Japan over Asia", 1In
several places he refors to the morale and discipline of tho troops as being very

good; I wonder whether he could or would write that now.

On Saturday we spent another day in our offices. In the evening Minnie,
Mrs. Tsen and Mrs. Twinemhnd a farewell party for John Magee who is leaving Nanking

on furlough.

On Sunday I spent nost of the day working in my houses The Forsters of
the American Church MIssion are going to move into it for the sunmer, about which I
am very pleased, as I like to think of it being lived in. It did also give me a little
heartache to leave it; the sitting roon especinlly looked so friendly and welconingg
still I am lucky that it has not been hurt. I had to preach on Sunday afternoon at
the English speaking service; actually they didn't ask me until the Saturday, as they
thought that the Bishop Roberts would be there.
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Monday we spent mainly on the library books, going through both the
boxes in which they had packed thingsaway, and the shelves, and trying to select
a8 minimum for Chengtu, a very diffiocult propouition. At tea time Minnie read us some
of her diary of the part just before the city fells It was very interesting going
over that with her, and asking her questions. She really is a marvel what she has
managed to dos In the evening I worked again on my house. On Tuesday we spent an-
other morning with the books, and then went to lunch with Dr. Roseny where we met
a Lieutenat from the Aphis, and also Mr. Jeffries, the British Consul.

Dr. Rosen also very kindly lent us his car to go to the Japanese Embassy
to see about our permits. We had taken them the day before but the right official
was out, so we had to leave them and collect them on Tuesday. Remarkable to say
nothing nore needed to be done to them, and we collected then on Tuesday without any
fusse Coming back a sentry stopped the car, had a look at all the chauffer's papers,
and also a long look at Florence and me; he didn't seem to like the look of us very
nuch, and I didn't think much of him either, but aftor a long stare he let us go on.
There was a German flag on the car, and also an announcement that it belong to the
German Embassy in Chinese characters, I don't know why he stopped it, mainly boredon
I should think.

Wednesday we spent tidying up all the mess we had made the other days,
packing, etece We had hoped some of the boxes could go down on the gun boat that
was leaving the next day, but they couldn't. However, we left them all tied up and
packed ready to go when they couldes We went out and did a certain amount of saying
good-bye, though when we called at the Buck house, where eight of the men live, they
were all out except Claude Thomson with whon we came up, and he was on his way to the
Arerican Embassy over a little ineident with a Japanese sentry.

Getting tickets to leave is quite a business, as the train leaves at
6:20 (7:20 Tokyo time, which is what the Japanesc keep) and thg don't sell any tickots
until that mornings and you may go down and not get one. The journey down to Shapghai
was longor - over 14 hawrs - and nore crowded, than when we cane up, and kept on
getting fuller and fuller at cach station, but otherwisc it was all right, though
very tedious, and I was glad when we finally arrived in Shanghai. We finally met tho
rnan who had come to meet us from the International Guides Burcau with a car, and I
got back to the Hospital not long aftor nince

It was good to see Mrs. Tsen, Blanche, Minnie and others, but Nanking is
certainly a city to make your heart ache, especially when you think how full of life
energy it was a year ago. The Japanese seem to have accomplished nothing but the
sheerest destruction, and I can't believe there is nuech hope for the future, unless
they and their influence are cleared right outs I don't nean they should not be
allowed legitimate trade, but that as long as their policy is directed by their
nilitarists it holds nothing but the chill of death for the Chinese people, on whose
behalf they clainm to be fightinge.

VI June 23, 1938 -~ Minnie we hope is ooning down today for the Cormencement exercisess

On Sunday there was the joint Baccelaureate Service for the Christian
Colleges in East China; it was held at Moore Memorial Church, Dr. Cheng Ching=-yi
was speaking, and it was really quite an impressive service.

Three belated Xmas presents turned up from Hankow: Xmas cake, still
quite edible, chocolate, also edible, and 3 pairs of silk stockings, and I didn't
have to pay duty on any of it!
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VII June 27; 1938 - Nanking is a desolate oity, and would make your heart sick with
pity. 1 find it extraordinarily hard to have the beginning of Christian love for
the Japanese militarists, they seem an unmitigated blight on the face of the land,
though some of the individual soldiers are doubtless all right, and I have seen one
or two with the most tragic faces, as though they partly realized the terrible crime
they were committing, but most of them look coarse and callous.

Commencement went off quite well yesterday, some people I think were a
little nervous at having so large an affair and were afraid that there might be
trouble, but everything went off quite peacefully, Admission was only by ticket,
and there was no publicity at all given to the affair beforehands I enclose the
cutting from the North China of today which describes its We had a pleasantFaculty
Senior Banquet immediately afterwards in the Foreign Y.M.C.A.

It has been wonderful having Minnie come down for the Commencement Festi-
vities, she arrived on Thursday evening, so has been in time for them all.




GINLING COLLEGE

NANKING,CHINA

Excerpts from letter of Eva D. Spicer, written
in Hankow, August 3, 1938,

I think very soon I shall take a vow of poverty and become a Franciscan -
with only the clothes I stand up in, it would be just wonderful not to have any
luggage, that is the great nightmare when travelling, not bombs nor anything like that,

I feel quite at home here, as we are installed in the London Mission where
I lived part time last fall, There was an air raid this morning, but not many wound-
ed, and it was not - from where I was - a very noisy air raid, It was mainly concene
trated on the air field, and of course it is not known what damage has been done there.

I am afraid it has been a long time since I wrote any general letter, I
think the last one just after I got back from Nanking, The end of term was one func-
tion after another. Minnie Vautrin was fortunately able to come down from Nanking
in time for all the end of torm festivities., We started the final festivities with a
Senior Class Day program, which was held on Friday afternoon out at McTeiyre, it was
quite simple, but quite effective, and was largely modelled on Smith College Step
singing etc. In the evening the Seniors invited the faculty to dinner.

On Saturday morning there were the Commencement exercises - which were
held jointly by the Seven Christian Universities and Colleges now operating in Shang-
hai, It was held in the Grand Theatre, which had been lent for the purpose, and
music was provided by the band of the Fourth Marines (American), The faculty and

graduating classes of all the institutions processed in. Some people had felt it was
rather asking for trouble to have such a large ceremony of purely Chinesc colleges -
but in spite of the fact that the platform was decorated with the Chinese National
flag, and the American flag, as well as the banners of the seven colleges, and that
the Chinese National Anthem was played at the beginning, and followed by a patriotic
hymn, to the tune of "God Save the King", all passed off peacefully,

After the Commencement was over, we had the Faculty-Senior banquet at the
Foreign YeMsCeA. which was just next door - the room was just large enough for us all,
we could hardly have got in another one I think, but you get a greater sense of fel-
lowship when you are & good many in a small room. The subject round which the speoches
centered was "Roads", which seemed appropriate to the ocoasion, as we were all feeling
very much on the go, and Liu En-lan made a good toastmistress. That afternoon the
Seniors gave a farewell tea to the Sophomores, which I attended.

On Sunday there was a Ginling Alumnae meeting, at which quite a large number
turned up, and where Minnie spoke, and showed pictures that Mr, Magee had taken - just
the ones of Ginling, not any of tho atrocities, It was a good meeting,and Minnio
spoke well,

The rest of the time in Shanghai, which was just over a fortnight, was
taken up with the continued arrangements over the journey., The day before we werec
due to get on board -~ that was July 12th - there was a whole day of conference of the
delegates to Madras, so I had to kecp that free. It was quite interesting, though I
think we rather tried to cover too much ground, and the interest rather lagged in the
afternoon, as it was a pretty hot day, We got onto the invariable subject of work in
occupied arcas - and whether or not Christian schools could really square it with
their conscience to have their principals donouncing the Central Government, and up-
holding the new regime, when one knew their heart was not behind it., It seomed as
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though it would be impossible to build up integrity of character under those circum-
stances, and that it was really a moral not a political issue. I doubt if many
Chinese principals in this part of the country would be willing to do it, but in the
north things are diffeorent, and apparently many of the principals are doing it, for
tho sakc of keeping their schools open, and giving their students the chance of an
education, which if they closed down they might not bo able to get, It is all a wvery
difficult question, but obviously the Church is in real danger of falling back on the
preaching of an other worldly gospel in order to avoid the issues of the present situ-
ation, It is extraordinarily difficult to know what is the right thing to do, you
don't want to be purély political, and centainly don't want to preach in a kind of
occlesiastical vacuum, which seems something of a danger. I saw a roport of a mission
of leading Japaneso Christians that had been sent over to Peiping to tako a look over
things, and possibly to start some Christian work from Japan in China., It dooesn't
seem a8 though it would be a very good time at which to begin such work, but even the
best of the Japaneso don't scem to have much idea of how the Chinose feol about it all,
and I don't think thoy can quito rid themselves of the idea that they roeally do have

a perfoct right to be in North China,

The Empress of Japan - on which wo were going to Hongkong, lcft early on
Wednesday morning, but we had to get on board the night before, I felt quite sad
that my time in Shanghai w as over, I had settled into a sort of pleasant little rou-
tine there, and I enjoyed staying at the hospital with Elsie and Gladys, but tho
Jjourney had been looming over us for so long, that in a way I was just gs glad to
got started on it, and the thought of tho two days on the boats, whon wec couldn't pos-
sibly make any plans or change of plans was very blissful. Florcnce and I had tried
to got third class bookings, but we couldn't, so wo travelled in luxury in Tourist or
second classs Tho Chinese faculty and students werc travelling open third, but they
w ero apparontly allowed the run of the ship protty w oll, and didn't farc so badly,
though their cabin - they wore all together in ono large ono - was protty hot, espce-
ially tho first night beforec the ship startoed.

We arc vory woll off for a place to stay herc in Hankow; tho faculty are
slooping downstairs in Miss Moody's flat, and the students are upstairs in tho flat
that has boen in uso for the women tcachers at I Hsun, Wo have all got beds! Thore
is running water, and it is relativoly safe in this part of the city - the houses and
the walls aro all decorated w ith the Union Jack - for whatover that is worth, at
times it scems as though the British flag was moro of a target than a protecetion.

We began goetting busy about our bookings on Friday, and wont to scc Mr.
Hollington Tong - through whom Dr, Wu had got them - on Friday, and hc took us round
to Buttoerfiold and Swire on Saturday =~ tho places soom all right, throo roscrvations
and thirty deck passages - tho only trouble is that tho boat is laid up for repairs,
and owing to shortago of labour they arc procecding very slow ly. They originally
said the boat would go about August 8th, now they say August 16th, and I don't think
therc is any guarantoe that it will actually go thon., However thero is nothing to be
done about it, I don't think thero arc any through passages to be had except on
Govornmont boats, and wo are much botter off waiting here than in Ichang, which is
crowded to overflowinge All the pooplc that I have talkod to soom to think that
Honkow is safo for at loast another six wocks, and many would put it over two months
or moros I am surc that B. & S. will do thoir best to got tho boat rcpaired, and in
the moanwhile I think tho only thing for us to do is to wait patiently, Thorc arc
lots of lottors cte. onc can write, and I think we shall bo able to got some work
for the studonts to do at the Red Cross godowm.,




