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. The Foreign Student in America |

When He Brings the Traditions of His Homeland Into Contact With Those of the United States:
Anything May Happen, and Some Very Fine Things Have Happened in the Past

By Caroline ]J. Porter

never really be understood unless

something of their backgrounds
and even of their subsequent achieve-
ments enters into the picture. Strangers
in a strange land, they must inevitably
appear at a disadvantage and must
surmount many handicaps—rates of
exchange, higher costs of living, new
sets of values, an accelerated speed and
rush to accomplish goals which often
seem to them of little worth, an un-
familiar language, our almost utter lack
of appreciation of their standards, lone-
liness or possible contributions to us—
for foreign students are seldom what
the Quakers call “forthputting,” even
about their centuries-old cultures. Their
often- inconspicuous lives here really
misrepresent them, for they are
pioneers of progress, and will be leaders.
For them, America is but a brief inter-
lude.

They almost all expect perfection of
Americans. Yet they are the first to
poke fun at themselves over their dis-
illusionment. How quickly, - too, they
turn a joke to their own advantage!
How keenly they size us up! A Chinese
gentleman relates the story of a
Chinese lady who, wishing to compli~
ment her hostess, said, “What a lovely
hide you have.” She was told that she
should never say “hide” except when
speaking of animals: she should say
“skin.,” The next Sunday at church,
substituting skin for hide, she sang

lustily, “Skin me, O Thou great Je- WHEN FOREIGN STUDENTS MEET
hovah.” “But"' added he' “we Asiatics Many American Colleges and Universities Have International Clubs, While Some Have Internati 1 H for Seud From Overseas.

R ar” et s e Gochiminy oo foraia st wie Mt Mo Hilrle Colloge, St Hil, M o e Koy Bl Tteriois Hoan Lo o
sailed round India and northward into to Right, Bernard Cheran, French, Seudying at Amberst; Frnd Loo Havuu:'ChI::e:: ofOSpe:l:.ﬁeld cC:Ilcge, ]-t;.CShu:n‘:n x:lu'::lmn, 181;."&
Mercedes Rabunal, Uruguayan, of Moun' Holyoke College; Kalman Vluly Hun garian, of Springfield College; and Theo Clausen, German, of Springfield

China, we must hide, if we would save
our skins.”

: .Foman STUDENTS IN America can
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The Foreign Student in America

When He Brings the Traditions of His Homeland Into Contact With Those of the United States
Anything May Happen, and Some Very Fine Things Have Happened in the Past

never really be understood unless

something of their backgrounds
and even of their subsequent achieve-
ments enters into the picture. Strangers
in a strange land, they must inevitably
appear at a disadvantage and must
surmount many handicaps—rates of
exchange, higher costs of living, new
sets of values, an accelerated speed and
rush to accomplish goals which often
seem to them of little worth, an un-
familiar language, our almost utter lack
of appreciation of their standards, lone-
liness or possible contributions to us—
for foreign students are seldom what
the Quakers call “forthputting,” even
about their centuries-old cultures. Their
often inconspicuous lives here really
misrepresent them, for they are
pioneers of progress, and will be leaders.
For them, America is but a brief inter-
lude.

They almost all expect perfection of
Americans. Yet they are the first to
poke fun at themselves over their dis-
illusionment. How quickly, too, they
turn a joke to their own advantage!
How keenly they size us up! A Chinese
gentleman relates the story of a
Chinese lady who, wishing to compli-
ment her hostess, said, “What a lovely
hide you have.” She was told that she
should never say “hide” except when
speaking of animals: she should say
“skin.” The next Sunday at church,
substituting skin for hide, she sang
lustily, “Skin me, O Thou great Je-
hovah.” “But,” added he, “we Asiatics
have learned that as the Occidentals
sailed round India and northward into
China, we must hide, if we would save
our skins.”

F"OREIGN STUDENTS IN America can

By Caroline J. Porter

WHEN FOREIGN STUDENTS MEET

Many American Colleges and Universities Have International Clubs, While Some Have International Houses for Studen Fr. i

Shows Foreign Students Who Met at Mount Holyoke College, South Hadley, Mass., for the New England Intercollegiate 2M':>dcl Yrag?:e;;';‘:'uizx}:: K‘x:::t:e
the Delegates Were Citizens of the Countries Represented, all Students at New England Colleges. Some of Them Are Shown on the Steps. They Are F.rom lez
to Right, Bernard Cherau, French, Studying at Amherst; Fred Loo, Hawaiian Chinese, of Springfield College; Jack Curtis, Australian o-f Sprin fnid ('olle‘ 3
Mercedes Rabunal, Uruguayan, of Mount Holyoke College; Kalman Vizely, Hun garian, of Springfield College; and Theo Clausen, (}Prn\a;\. of‘Springgﬁeld (‘:olltgg:‘
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We Americans seldom -catch their
sense of fun or know anything about
their home Tives. It was a long time
before we learned why all the Chinese
students treated one slender -faced,
older Chinese woman with such respect.

Twice, we later discovered, foreigners
had been saved through her efforts, or
the efforts of her family. The first time
she was only a wee child of two or three
years, when, during the Boxer trouble,
her mother, though not a Christian, had
hidden some missionaries — “foreign
devils”—in| her rambling, labyrinthine
house, and had refused to surrender
them. The pursuers set the house on
fire, and the miother, who would not
carry suspicion and danger to her
friends and neighbors even if they had
dared te receive or feed her, fled, on
her tiny bound feet, out of their blazin°
home, carrying her two little daughters
with her hiding by day, traveling by
night, to her own far-distant mother.
. Later, in 1927, she herself, as the old-
est Chinese faculty member at college
and acting college head, had hidden
away the American faculty, and had to
face the Chinese who came to loot and
to destroy. At one horror-filled moment,
a threatening group under her leader-
ship—for she was repeatedly forced to
show the soldiers around—had stood
within a very few feet of the hiding
place—a step or two more, and all would
be lost. Calmly she turned—her heart
beating wildly—and moved away in an-
other direction.

“See,” she said, “you did not look in
here,” and led the intruders to another
room, and then out into the yard. When,
confronted by the executioner with his
long-bladed knife, she was told to pro-
duce the “foreign devils” or take the
consequences, she drew herself up
proudly and answered, “And you say

that to me, a Chinese woman. Well, take.

my head off if you want to. That’s all
the good it will do you!” Students,
faculty, even the beautiful new build-
ings themselves, thanks to her leader-
ship and the friendly Chinese who ral-
lied around them, came through even
that ordeal. Yet few of her Amerjcan
friends ever knew.

Constantly their acts build for us

“WEEKLY MAG;)\ZINE SECTION, OCTOBER 14,

" 73 - - o
agazine

o
e C

tion

attitudes of mind toward their country.
“How I would like to know what is be-
hind those eyes,” I thought as a young
man—a Hungarian, as it proved, with
letters of introduction—stood in my
doorway.

VY

Armed with more letters, he inter-
ested eleven American college and uni-
versity presidents, who promised to
“consider” Hungarians for fellowships.
Personally, he recommended candidates
for every opening. When, finally, in
Paris, the last obstacle was smoothed
away and we exultantly held in our
hands the steamer reservations for the
first group of Hungarian-American fel-
lowship students to come to the States—
everythting settled, everything closed—
he said, “I sometimés wish I had asked
for one of those for myself.”

“For heaven’s sake, Feri, why do you
tell me that now? You could have had
one just as well as not! Why didn’t you
tell me sooner?”

Slowly he answered, “Because I
wanted the others to have the chance.”

My heart sank; but he, too, did come
that autumn, though a httle late, and
there is no “former student” of whom
we are more proud—an indefatigable
worker, turning out books and articles
at a breathless rate, a professor in his
chosen line in an American university,
an international consultant, yet his
students say of him: “Nothing is too
much trouble for him if only he can do
something to help somebody else’—a
beautiful interpreter of his country to
us.

Of them all, there are two whose lives
are conspicuously shaping the future
for their own people and for the whole
world-—two whose names are known on
at least three continents — Toyohiko
Kagawa of Japan, a Princeton man, and
James Y. C. (or “Jimmie”) Yen of
China, from Yale. Great, simple men
they are—both of them. It is not neces-
sary to tell their stories; everyone
knows them.

Kagawa—the son of a Japanese
nobleman and a concubine geisha girl,
grudgingly admitted into his father’s
home—had his eyes opened to the vision
which has since dominated his life,
the needs of the common people. The
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work he does daily, despite physic~t
handicaps, would seem incredible for
a caelossus of strength and-energy.
Realizing that “one individual living
for individuals” never could change so-
ciety, Kagawa brought the full force of
his idealism and philosophy of social
reconstruction to the Co-operative
Movement, which had started in Japan
about 1900, and which Kagawa believes
is God’s instrument for a better social
order and a world at peace. Already
there are about 25,000,000 Japanese
members—one third of Japan’s whole
population—and his message is helping
to move Australia, America and Europe
toward world-wide co-operation.

VY

“Jimmie Yen,” of China, also believes
in co-operatives. He is a scholar of an
unbroken line of 40 generations of
scholars. During the great war, when
he had just received a degree from Yale,
he was asked by the Y. M. C. A. to go
to see what he could do for the Chinese
coolies behind the lines in France. Stag-
gered by the very idea of working for
coolies (of whom, in the ordinary course
of events, a Chinese scholar was scarcely
aware, except as they were burden-
bearers), he went to what he has since
described as the greatest revelation and
opportunity of his life.

Yen, invented a simple character-
vocabulary for these bewildered coolies
longing for news, taught them to read
and write, and off went their first let-
ters home. When the replies began to
come back (written by the professional
letter-writers, of course, but direct from
home), the whole camp with its thou-
sands of coolies, enrolled in these
classes to a man—and a newspaper was
prepared for them.

At the end of the war, one of the
coolies came to him-and said, “What
you have done has meant so much to
us. Why couldn’t you do it for all of us
back in China? We know it costs
money,”—and, rather shamefacedly—
“this is not much, but it is every bit I
have earned since I left home. It is all
I have in the world. Take it, and use it
for them.”

And Jimmie Yen, the scholar of
scholars, realizing, then, that coolies
not only could, but wanted to learn,
dropped all his scholarly privileges and

took uv the challenge, First, several
years must be spent with other schola.rly
friends making a scientific study of the
thousand Chinese characters most com-
monly used in Chinese writings (which
has grown into 3000), and then the
“Mass Education Movement in China”
was undertaken, with the slogan:
“Every man and woman and child in
China able to read and write in our
generation.”

Classes were started in successlon—-—
at Changsha, Ningpo, Chefoo—a& thou-
sand persons at a time in those early
classes learned from lantern slides their
thousand characters. Side by side sat
great ladies, little children, coolies,
those who had never had a “chance”
before, studied their lessons together
and received their diplomas. And the
work went on—more classes, more
characters, more books—steadily.

VIR R

Then Jimmie Yen returned to “the
States,” this time to plead with the
Chinese students to come back home
and write books in this simple language,
about their specialties—crops, trees,
sericulture, health clinics, baby and
child welfare, sanitatiorr, bee culture,
chicken raising, cattle. Home, now, in
the heart of a rural hsien (or county),
with his rapidly growing corps of help-
ers, he lives among the simple folk, his
neighbors, and has been building up an
intelligent, enlightened, co-operative
community, to which other people,
further away, flock, as they see the
amazing betterment of life in that
group.

Other groups have been formed under
other leaders, and, in spite of wars,
hardships and forced withdrawals into
other areas out of reach of the fight-
ing, they are transforming China from
within, in what is undoubtedly one of
the greatest educational movements of
all time. No longer the secluded scholar
but the Christian servant of all, work-
ing out in a masterly and scholarly
manner a better way of life for his
people,

Many foreign students will be com-
ing to America this autumn, How many
Jimmie Yens will there be? How many
Kagawas? And how many of them will
be our friends?
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M ss Caroline J. Porter
Rox 2084
Philadelphia, Pa,

Desar Miss Porter:

Enclosed we are sending you three copies of
"Calls From Szechwan's Wilderness®™., I em delighted
that you have found it so interesting and useful in

your talks oan Cairna, We are happy to have the story

of this work told ss oftem as possible, We are always
glad to supply any material that we have on the Colleges
and will be glad to send you extra copies if you need
then,

Dr. Viu's program is not yet made, but we are
hoping that in the feull she will be free to do a certein
amount of speaking, Undoubtedly she will be near
Boston some time during her stay in America, We will
keep you posted on any meetings that she may have in
your vieinity.

Sincerely yours,

Mrs, W. Plumey Mills
C8ligef

Enclosure: Three booklets
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September 24, 1543

Miss Caroline J. Porter
The Sherwood

88 Park Street
Portland 3, Me,

Dear Miss Forter:s

I have just reluctantly wriiten to Mrss Eirl X, Soule to
gay that 1t is goling to be lmpossible for Dr. Wu to meke a trip to
Pertland, As you know, Dr. Wu is in this country under the suspices
of the Chinese Government and naturally has large responsibilities
for the progrem that they had in mind when they brought her over

L

She has just come back from Washington and tells me that
thdes program is going to teke up a great deal of her time for her
remaining weeks in America, She therefore does not feel that she
¢an commit herself for any more speaking engageménts than those she
already has, As you can see, this usans thet she will not be eble
to get to Portland,

1 quite agree with you &hafit the efficienéy of Smith women,
They certainly are able and energetiec, and stand loyally behind
Ginling. It is therefore witl the greatest regret that I have to
say to any Smith Cludb that it is impossible for Dr. Wu to accept
an invitation to speak to them,

I am sorry that I camnot give you any information about
dates or meetings planned at Boston either for Bishop Tsu. ¥su or
Dr. James Yen., I imagine that you could get this information from

UsCoRe

‘Helen Loomis ie not comnected with the group that used to
send out ng information, I believe that that organmization is no
longer tioning in just exmetly that way; eerteinly no bulletins
from it M been going out recently., Helen Loomis herself is still
In New York doing some administrative work in on of the hospitals,

Sincerely yours,

Mrs. W, Plumer Mills
C8Msef




Recuived ?'[2.:)7/4/7 {n

T

Miss C.

Yol @mﬂ"}% Ay 25007

‘

e [y 1t .
L, V%L%f,%nm% ,




Mé«.&_lhi

@46%%7%%










. @’-/ﬁ]

Sty st Sovano e sty €llm.
il ittty ahots fo addicssesr, Boaie ra
e Lorrity Clin, duscglty 0% Hewsplin.
Uk it e Mook, Fr1 G- Hhme Zen T

Ltiar




Crurie, wnidiad lin” cm&(_/é? 19277247 sy 74
iy Liit ) eqpinsccints’ auce abe

W Abcrecdin, " te.

%/TJQ@%MMM\‘

Al ttideate i B USA — 1
Ltttz v Aopiy - !
| Yo Wlrrey < Fatf ey mee. |
Ut Wi Ky ti Clisye ) Frig Wbty |

o Pt Grasy,, émwm\

e




. J. PORTER

Miss C
P. O, BOX 2084
MID cITY TION
%%ﬁ?éaéfg;ﬁ%@'
. L]

Sepp |

194%

%M MW ml/ %///ﬁua, '(M |
%atm # MW&WM







W/@Wﬁ}m%;ﬂ%«f
tdote fel ot si. Fox b ans.




Septomber 3, 1947

Miss Carodine Porter
136 South Huntington Avenue
Bos ton 30, Mass,

Dear liiss Porter:

This will acknowledge your three recent lettars sent
to the Yenchirg and Ginling of fices.

In reply to your question about Crace Chen, daughter
of Bishop Robin Chen, may I say thet we have had no definite
word about her errivel in the Urited States, Ffhre is due some
time very soon, secording to the Episcopal Bcard headquarters.
They gave me the following address for her father, and sug-
gested that mail sant there would sertainly reach Miss Grece
Chen:

Bishop Rebin Chen
152 Bethlehem Pike
Chestnut Hill, Pa.

I know that Misz Chen would appreciate receiving a weleome letw
ter from you at the steamer, but I camnot tell you what steamer
she is on nor when it is due to arrive.

Mr. Corbett has already written you in response to
your request about Margot Chou, We have had no informationm abaut
her movements, and did not even know that she was in New London,
I have nothing to add to Mr, Corbett'sc letter of August 29th,

We are very much interested in your hopes and plans fer
Dorothy Chou. I am sure that she is the kind of student that
would bers fit most from a period of study in the United States,
snd I hope very much that at some time in the future this scan be
arranged for her, I am not sure from yowr letter whether or not
Miss Chou has completed her work at Yenshing or whether you are
suggesting that she do her umdergraduate work at Wellesley Col-
lege. I am sorry to say that at present we have no speoial




Miss Careline Porter

Yenching fund for swh students in the United States, However,
since you are not suggesting that Miss Chou arrive before next
summe$, there is still time to meke inquiry about possible ways
and means for her, Be assured that we will be happy to do
guything we ecan to help her,

We greatly appreciate your interest in $hese Chinese
students and all of the good work you have done on their dehalf
in the pawts I hope you will continue to keep in toush with us
about them or any others that you are interested in,

Sinoerely youss,

Mrs, W, Plumer Mills

C8Mpef
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