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Ginling College
150 Fifth Avenue, N.Y. 11, N.Y.
February 5, 1945
Miss Ruth Chester
Ginling College
Chengtu, Szechwan, China

Dear Ruthg

The enclosed copy of a letter to Dre Wu is being sent for your special consideration.
I reslize that Dre Wu's illness may have made it impossible for her to attend to some of the
things that I have asked for in this letter, and I am therefore turning to you,

_ We do need the faculty and alumnse lists rather badly, and it would be helpful
to get that matter of the scholarship from the Woman's College Club of Saranac Lake
straightened outs I realize that you have yowr hands just as full es they can be, and I
hesitate to msk one more thing from you, but I would be very grateful indeed for any help
that you can give on these matters.

Cordially yours,

CSMsef
Via China Clipper
Enclosures Copy of Jan, 23, 1945, letter to Dre Vus
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, Ginling College

4 160 Fifth /Avenue
New York 11, N, Ye

Dr. Ruth Chester Mey 4, 1945

Ginling College

Chengtu, Sgechwen, Chine

Dear Ruthg

Dr. Wu's errival, We are all quite excited over Dr. Wu's arrival, and thrilled
at the honor peld her in appointing her a delegate to the San Francisco Conference. She
was in New York sbout a day and a helf before sterting west, This was not nearly long
enough, of course, but she has promiged to come back after the Conferences I was delighted
to gec her as well as she seems to be, for I feared she would show the effects of her ill-
ness much more than she does, I think she is a bit thin, but she says not. I certainly
hope that the work in San Francisco will not be too much for her,

Y Meo=i., You will be glad to know that we had a cable from Wu lMao-i from Lisbon,
saying that she was going directly to India, without the many changes and delays of the
route sometimes followed, and that she expected to land early in June at the latest., This
is good news indeed, I hope that she will be as fortunate when she gets %o India and that
she will not be delayed long there., I realize that you do not expect to leave until Dr. Wu
returns, but it will be all the better to have Wu Mao-i there prompily so that you end she
will have some time togethers

Stella Craves is making her plans to return, and is ready to go whenever passage
can be secured, iHowever, 1 fear that wilil not be very soon, There are very great restric-
tions on travel just now, and women just don't seem to have any chance at all. Ettie does
not plan to start back before the sumer of 1946, so there is nothing tc be done in her case.

Personmel Committee Minutes, I am enclosing the minutes of the last meeting of
the Persormel Committee, AS you will see, the Committee is mindful of all of the needs at
the College, but finds it very difficult to meet thece needs because of the regtrictions
that the government puts on travel, It seems almost impossible to get a man out %o China
and definitely impossible to secure passage for a womene

¥Mies Mildred Bonnell, In this connection I want to tell you about Migs Mildred
Bonnell, ©he has been assigned as a mass-feeding specialist to go to China with UNRRA to
assist the Chinese government in their training program for welfare worke She called on
me at the office a few days ago and I had e delightful visit with her, She is definitely
interested in the work of the Colleges and would like to be in touch with the feculties
interested in Home Economics. She has not yet been able to secure passages You see, even
UNRRA is not powerful to get a woman out under present conditions, IHowever, when she does
go, I hope that the College group in Chengtu will keep in touch with her, ags I am sure that
she would enjoy such contact and I think that it would be mutually bemeficial, She will
have letters of introduction from us, as well as from other people,

Scholarship for Miss Shen, DBy now I hope that the scholarship grants from the
Episcopal Women in New Jersey and in North Carolina are all straightened out, I have
written to Dre Wu end sent a copy of the correspondence to Elsie Friest, telling them thet
the North Carolina Diocese is supporting Crace Chen, and the New Jersey Diocese is sending
money for Miss Shen, Bishop Shen Ds-kmo's daughter. liss Grace Chen is already in direct
contact with the North Carolina group, and I think that those arrangements are all clears
The New Jersey group would be most happy to get more personal information ebout Miss Shen,
and they ask perticularly that she write directly to them, FPlease have hor write to Miss
Marietta E. Atwood, 21 Morven Place, Prineeton, N. J., who is the President of the New
Jersey Diocese of Episcoﬁml Women, Tell lMiss Shen to write just the sort of friendly,
personal letter that she would write to a relative, telling about her work at the College
and her hopes and plans for future courses, They would like to have such a letter from
her in time for their Dioccese meeting early in October., I find that our letters are taking
at least six weeks, so please see that she starts a letter as soon as xkm you pet this one
from me. This group has already raised $500 and sent it out through their Episcopal
‘weasurer in Kuming, end they are pledging en additional $460 for the coming year,
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Annuel Meetings. We are all in the midst of preparations for the Annual Meetings
which means busy deyse 1 wish Dr. Wu could be with us for the Ginling meeting, but as that
is impossible, we plan to have a special gsession for her when she comes back this way. We
have just heard that Dre Y. Pe Mei has arrived in Washington and that he will be here for
the meotingse I am sure he will have interesting news from the cempus,

Please tell Florence that I deeply appreciate all her pood publicity materials
It is inveluable to me, and makes the promotional end of my job much simpler. I am going
to write to her soon, but not till after Annual Meetingsl

We think of all of you constantly and are very proud of the vay the College goes
forward in spite of all its difficulties. Let us help in any wey we cane

With affectionate greetings tc all of you,

Csigef
Enclosure: !dnutes of Personmnel Come, Apre 27, 1945,
Via Chins Clipper




Ginling vollerge,
Chengtu, Szechwan, vhina,
llav 30, 1945,
Irs, w. rlummer Mills,
Ginling vollege OfTice,
150 Jifth Avenue,

wew York Citye.
Dear Cornelia:

I have been enjoving your letters to Ur, wu for some time, and I an sure it is
more than time for ne to nake some sort of reply. The news of our various Ginling people was
very welcone and we are rlad to know that all seen to be getting along well,

I would lile first to straighten out the confusion in regard to the mpiscopal
Scholarships. First in me:'{ to Urace Chen, the money sent by the North \roanu TEocoens
Tor her wes received by vister Louise and Bishop Chen. it has never been sent to Ginling at
all, They are handline this noney and Grace is receiving what she needs entirely outside of
anything we are distributing., Unfortunately, we did not lmow at all that she hed this special
bﬂlp and therefore,lass sumier,we decided o divide the monev from the lew Jcrnoy diocese =
the Bdith Kober®s Fund - betizeen her and Bishop Shen's dnwsltei. Lost term Grace Chen, there-

fore, received $6,000 from that fund. MNow that we know that she is otherwise provided for we
have transferred her sharse of the Bdith Roberts money to two dther stndents. One of them is
Duvid Yui's daughter, Yui Ching-ning, and the other is Hwang Shu-hwa, whose father is in edu-
cation work, I believe,  This torm wo are giving gd 000 €o ecach of them, and @l0,00D (N.U.)
to Bishop Shen's daughter. This, with the 212,000 h.b. we gave out last term, makes a total
of 832,000, and leaves us with about $16,000 H.C. ?'ill in hand fron the $551.10 gold which
Mr. Allen remitted to us in two payments of about $24,000 N.C. each. e shall distribute the
balance of this in the fall, and if any more money is sent from this same fund, we ean casily
make good use of ‘t 4But since that is nncnrtain we thought it best to reserve a little for
da

et Rl sl hope that this now clears up all the nisunderdtandings in regard to these two
funds,

Bvelyn Waluslev. You will be glad to hear that we heve now the first ray of
hope that we may be able to get Evelyn walmslevy in here by September. DBill Fenn consulted with
Fnbassy people in Chungiking recently, ond cane away with fairlyv good assurrance Ehat 1f we apply
in the middle of the swamer, indicating cur urgent need for the fall ternm, they reyv be able to
give her peraissisn to cone in, I thinlt the chief problem now is T“ww”nor* tion.

Mayy Lamberton, You will probably heve heard before this reaches you that Mis:
vaaberton has LL].I‘“'U)V 1«“1,.—." _'_H‘ite :-?,\1dr,1enlj,r, /ord cane that there would be an ()*.)"u,!"tlu‘lity a-
round the first of June for all of “hose waiting for transportation to Anerica to get off, amu
at'ser that no likclihood of any further udllln\n for an indefinite e riod. We Jelv it was too
bad for iMiss Lamberton to niss this chance and perhaps be delayed for months when it was al-
ready so aea:r the end of the term. 1 made temporary arrangements for her cla sses, und she got
off last week., Jie trust that she is petting through an time to nake this boat. This transpor
tavion problen adds one more uacertainity to the alreadr considerrble nuuwver about ny owvm fur-
lough plans. I am hopiag tha’ by the time Dr. Yu is back and Wu Mao-i is here there .ay
some change for the better, and thet « may still be able to get off in the early fall, but it
is oerts Lle a gquestion,

inistry of Education Conmpetitive asaninationg. 1 am not :uxc&ywot or -lorence
has written you recentiv or ot, but I might risk repetition on at least one iten, L ®ew weeks
ago the Ministry of Education sent a belated rsport on the competitive exans which thoy gave
three years ago. /Je had one of the semdnd places in freshman English won bv our librarian, who
is also a part—time student, snd one in the lnglish major exam wen by Li Gieh-ling, who sred-
vated in 194%., Ve are ploaaed to continue to receive some awerds! ‘e have had eifhor one or
two each time these exarn tiones have becr blvcn, which, in proportion to the size of our stud-
snt body, is a very 200d reco rd. The larger institutions usually receive ahout the same number,
but never more than four, so far as I renonhnr ror the last vear or two they have not given
this type of examination, but they are starting o) aguil th'n ve«r and the exans are to he giv en
this week. 118 time it is in a veryv limited number of s ts and only the San Ming Chu I is
open for arts students, so ld don't feel as hopeful of our showing ~ as the competition in that
examination will be verv great.
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Ginling College ]
150 Fifth Avenue
: New York 11, N.Y.
Dr. Ruth Chester July 3, 1945
Ginling Colle ge
Chengtu, Szechwan, China

Dear Dr. Chester:

I sent you a letter through Ettie's nephew, and I hope it has reached you promptlye
Then just before I left San Francisco, I sent a night letter with my message for the graduat-
ing olass., I have thought of you many times during this busy period of closing an academic
year. I do hope that the weather has not been too hot to bear. :

I left San Francisco the morning of the 27th, by eir, and reached New York the
next morning. The Board of Founders had a meeting that noon, As you knmow, 1 was not able
to attend the annual meeting in May, so Mrs. Mills arranged for this special meeting so that
those members of the Board who were still in the city could meet with me,

The one item of business to consider was the recommendation from the Planning Come
mittee, I presented my opinion and also the conclusion from several meetings with the
genior members of the faculty. I also told them that I had written to you and asked for
faculty opinion, particularly before my return. I hope that you will arrange for the dis-
oussions, as I wrote in my last letter, and have the conclusions from your discussion sent
directly to Mrs. Mills., I realize you may not be able to do it right eway, and the only
important point is that I wish to have such conclusions mailed before I reach Chengtu.

One other point was brought up, but I did not disouss it, This was in regard to
the Exeoutive Committee of the Board of Directors., The Board of Founders here naturally
would like to have the opinion from thé field Board. Even though we have only a small group
and some of the members did not know Ginling during our Nanking days, it still is better to
ask the Board Executive Committee to have an informal meeting., Perhaps this better be
arranged after the Faculty and Alumnae have given oonsideration and written out their ocon-
clusions, If the Board of Directors can take any action, that should be sent to Mrs. Mlls.
If they are not ready to adopt a formal motion, then they could merely express their opinion
to Mrs, Mills,

I was very happy to get your letter of May 18th. Mrs. Mills is also glad to have
these facts from you. We have just discussed the situation again, and as she recalled that
particular meeting of the Planning Committee, it seemed that it was rather an unfortunate
happening. Miss MacKinnon was rather wanting to remove the stigma that Ginling had a lower
scademic standard than the big universities, and so she called upon ongparticular person in
the sudience to make a statement, However, either because he failed to understend her
question or because he did not wish to commit himself, he did not answer the point raised,
The result was the impression that Ginling's stendard was lower than that of Nanking.
However, now that we have these facts from you, I shall make copies of parts of your letter
and those figures of the student grades, and send them to such members of the Planning Come
mittee as Dr. Van Dusen, Dr. Fairfield end a few others,

In regard to the inspectors from the Ministry of Edwcation, I am very happy to hear
that they are expecting to have a more liberal poliey in genersl and that they are likely
even to permit private universities to have departments of education, I have already re-
ported this to our Board of Founders. If in the near future, they should change their poliocy
regarding students coming to America, I hope that some of our graduates can arrange to come
soon under the new regulation, More and more I feel that we should help those who have been
waiting all these years to come when the first apportunity arrives,

This brings me to the question of Miss Hu Shih-tseng. I was terribly disappointed
that the Barbour Scholarship Committee did not appoint her, As you know, I applied for her
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and I even sent a cable to Professor Rufus before I left Chengtu to urge agein that a
scholarship be granted to her. I had planned to stop over in Ann Arbor and to have a
thorough talk with Professor Rufus. However, because the Conference lasted much longer than
I at first expected, I had to cut out all the stop-overs on the way east. I shall, however,
write to Professor Rufus, so that in the future such things may not happen agein., Mrs.
Mills has done gll she can over here, and I hope the cables she has sent are enough to help
Hu Shih-tsang to secure the passport. With the Ministry of Education, my formal letter to
the Minister last April should be enough to help her in Chungking. For Hu Shih-tseng's sake
I hope very much that she will be able to come, but for our Music Department, I am afraid
Catherine will have a diffficult time in filling the vacanecy. ;

Both the office and I want to help Stella get back, but I have my serious doubts
that there is any possibility for her to get a passage in the near future.

In regard to missionaries leaving China, I am glad that Mery Lamberton waz able
to get off to Indiw and catch the boat, but for you, I can only say "Sorry". You will
understand all I wish to express with that one word.,

With best wishes to the family and much love to you,

YFWsef
Via China Clipper




Ginling College
150 Fifth Avenue
New York 11, N.Y.
Dr. Ruth Chester July 10, 1945
Ginling College
Chengtu, Szechwan, China

Dear Ruth:

Minutes of June 28th meeting. Dr. Wu has just written you giving a report of the
meeting of the Board of Founders at which she discussed with us quite frankly the future of
Ginling. I shall not attempt to enlarge upon what she has seid, but am enclosing a copy of
the minutes of thet meeting, in which I have made an effort to record her views falthfully
if not verbatim. It was most helpful to all of us to have this meeting with Dr. Wu and to
get so definitely from her an expression of her attitude on these most vital matters. As
you will note from the vote taken after the discussion, the Board reaffirmed its conviction
on the importance of the contribution that e women's college can make in China, and again
recorded its intention to support Ginling as such a separate college,

In her letter, Dr. Wu has asked you to get from the Faculty Executive Committee and
the Board of Directors in China an equally definite statement in regard to the recommendation
of the Planning Committee. I hope that any action taken in China can reach me before the
next meeting of the Planning Committee which will be sometime in the fall, probably October.

Speaking completely impersonally end off the record, I would like to say that be-
hind this recommendation, there has been no thought of disorediting the work of Ginling and
no attempt to minimize the importance of a geparate woman's college. As I have watched
the Planning Committee work, I have been struck again and again with the breadth of vision
and high ideals and genuine desire to gchieve the best for all the colleges that have been
revealed in the discussions. Let no one make you believe otherwise. But the problems they
face and the grave exigencies of the situation call for definiteness of action, and some=-
times recommendations are made that seem drastic. In the last analysis, however, they are
only recommendations and in no sense mandatory.

Dr. Wu, It is good to see Dr. Wu again, and of course we are immensely proud of
her work in San Francisco. When she first returned to New York, she seemed quite well, but
our hot weather has not been too good for her, and she is a little weary now, We have made
no engagements for her, except at her own direction, She is to see the doctor soon and
efter that will know better how to pian the next few weeks. She and Mrs. New will probably
go up to Gould Farm for ewhile before she starts to England about the first of August. I
wish she did not feel thet she must teke this extrae trip, as I fear it may be very tiring
for her, but she seems to think she should go.

Church Membership of Rural Girls. I had an inquiry from the Universelist Women
not long ago about what church it was that the seven girls at Chung Ho Chang joined, as
reported in the story of the Christmas program at the rural station., I asked Dr, Wu, eand
she was not sure whether it was the Church of Christ in China or the Methodist. Can you
tell me? I have promised to try to get this information for the Universalists.

News for Publicity. I hope that some news of college activities is on the way to
us, and some pictures! I shall have to begin thinking about our fall publicity shortly
after I return from vacation and I would love to have some new material. We are really
quite desperately in need of pictures. Do you think you could get some to us?

Statisthcal Report. X also hope the statistical report of the college for the
year 1944-45 is on its way to us. We need it for the report required by the Regents of
the State of N.Y.
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Stella is now in Michigen visiting a friend before going on to her niece's home
in Californis. She is snxious to get back to Ginling and of course we ere doing everything
possible to get her out, but I fear that our efforts are not meeting with too muech success,
You may be sure that she will leave as soon as we can arrange it,

Singaporé girls. I em enclosing a copy of the letter I received from Smith ebout
the two girls from Singaporé. On June 2nd, I sent you a cable saying that Smith could not
accept them, and should have written you at the time but failed to do so. Dr. Wu did not
seem to have any knowledge of these girls and could not tell me their names. She suggested
thet I ask you to give me this information and tell me all you can about them so that if
their names ever come before us in the future, the office will bs informed.

Mrs. Etta Winter, of Washington, D. C., has just sent in another $100 gift toward
Miss Hwang's expenses. Of course we have acknowledged this, but I hope that Miss Hweng is
keeping in touch with Mrs. Winter directly. I also hope that Miss DJnnE F‘“E'X‘ has written
to the group in Sarenac. They have just sent another gift of $25.00, ch has gone through
regular scholarship chennels and is available for Miss Djang. The Saranac Club was
particularly snxious to be in direct contact with the recipient of their gift, and I am
sure a letter direct from China would help to stimulate more support from that source.

Wu Mao-i, We have heard nothing from Wu Mao-i since she left Lisbon, though she
ghould have arrived in India early in June and she promised to send us a cable as soon as
she landed., I keep hoping that she got sway to China immediately, and that we shall soon
be hearing that she is on the campus.

Episcopal Scholarship. I had gotten just this far in my letter when yours of May
30th srrived. 1 em glad to know that at last we have the matter of the Episcopal scholar-
ships cleared up, and I am especially happy to know that both Miss Shen and Miss Chen are
provided for,

Miss Walmsley., Your word about Miss Walmsley is the first bit of encouragement
we have had concerning her. I do hope that the next message will be that she is actually
in Chengtu,

Letter to Mrs, Winter. Thank you for the ecopy of your letter to Mrs. Winter. I
am sure Bhe will be very glad to know that her gift is helping more than one girl,

Dr. Wu., Dr. Wu has just telephoned me that she has seen two doctors and has yet
another conference before her, after which she will probably go into the hospital for a
few days. I am as deeply concerned as you that she should get a long and complete rest,
but you know she has rather definite ideas of her owmn. I am really afraid of this trip to
England, but there is nothing I cen do about it,

You are much in my thoughts these deys. I sincerely hope that as soon as Dr.
Wu gets baock you will be able to start home. I know you need the rest and will be greatly
benefited by the change, and I hope nothing will prevent your coming home this fall. We
all look forward to seeing you.

Affectionately yours,

CSM:EF
Vie Chine Clipper
Enclosures: Copy of letter from Smith, re Skngapore girls
Minutes of; Board, May 11l; Executive Com,, June 20; Board, June 28




Ginling College
150 Fifth Avenue
New York 11, N. Y.
Dr. Ruth Chester July 13, 1945
Ginling College
Chengtu, Szechwan, China

Dear Ruth:

Dr. Wu went into the hospitel July llth for tests and checks and any necessary
treatment. She will probably be there for about two weeks, and the doctors' final reports
will have definite bearing on her decision about the trip to Englend. Personally I do not
see how she can do it. I think the time would be far more profitably spent in real rest and
recuperation in some quiet spot here, and I think the decision of the doctors may support me
in this, I will keep you posted.

Wu Mei-lin., I am writing today especially about Wu Mei-lin and the possibility of
securing a scholarship for her at the School of Home Economics at Oregon State College. The
situation is this, There is a scholarship, known as the International Friendship Scholarship,
available to foreign students, affording a year's study in nutrition in the School of Home
Economics at Oregon State. The award for the next school year was made to an Indian student
who will not be able to come. Wu Suen-i (Mrs. Chang) wrote to Dr. Wu about it, suggesting
that Dr. Wu apply to Dean Milam for the scholarship for Wu Mei-lin.

At Dr. Wu's direction, I have just written to Dean Milam, telling her of Wu Mei-lin's
interests and qualifications, and asking if there is any chance of her getting the award, I
have explained that there is no possibility of her reaching America before February 1946, more
probably autumn 1Y46. I have also expleined that her major interest is bacteriology, not
necessarily connected with nutrition, but esked that she he given favorable consideration even
under these conditions,

When I have Dean Milam's reply I shall send you & cable, but I want this fuller
explanation to reach you as well, so that you will have all the facts hefore you. Dr. Wu
asks that you find out whether or not Wu Met-lin wants a scholarship in nutrition. She may

“consider this so far away from her major interest that she would not be interesteds My cable
will also give you the value of the scholarship and the additional emount that she will need
for a year in America. You will know what 1s avallable for her on that side, and thus have
the whole financial picture before you,.

If we are given the scholarship, and if Wu Mei-lin does not want it because it is
restricted to study in nutrition, Dr. Wu would like you to recommend another girl in the
Home Economics field for the award,.

I hope this is clear to you, I realize that there are a number of "ifs" and uncer-
tainties in it, eand that if the cable arrives before this letter, it will probably be very
confusing to you. However, I am swre that you understand that we are trying to fit all the
pleces together with the least possible delay, so as to give the girls the best chance of
getting here., I sincerely hope that a Ginling girl may be given this award, and that passe
port and passage may be available for her at the proper time,

Cordially yours,

CSM;ef
Via China Clipper
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@inling College
160 Fifth ‘venue
. New York 11, N.Y.
Miss Ruth Chester July 20, 19456
Ginling College
Chengtu, Sgechwan, China

Desr Ruth:

I have just sent you a caeblegram telling you that Dr. Wu is recovering rapidly
from an operation, that she has canceled her trip to England, end that she expects to start
back to China about the middle of September. I am sending this letter in a special way,
hoping thus to get fuller information to you as quiockly as possible.

As you know, Dr. Forkner advised Dr. Wu to see Dr. Thomas Addis in San Francisco,
and this she did. Dr. Addis advised her to consult a gynecologist in New York and suggested
Dr. Connie Guion., Dr. Wu sew Dr. Guion and learned that probably the minor operation she
hed expected to have would not be sufficient, but Dr. Guion sent her to Dr. Goff, a surgeon,
for further exemination. Dr. Goff oconfirmed Dr. Guion's diagnosis, and strongly recommended
a mgjor operation while Dr. Wu is in America. Dr. Katherine Li was also consulted, end
agreed with Dr. Guion and Dr. Goff that the growths all knew were present should be removed.
Dr. Wu somewhat reluctantly consented to having this major operation now, as she felt that
she was committed to the trip to BEngland end also to the earliest possible return to China.
However, at the insistence of the doctors she finally agreed, and a week ago they operated,
removing one ovary and the entire uterus. The doctors assure us that there was no malignency
and that all growths and roots have been completely removed, and that she is in fine condi-
tion., She is making a truly splendid recovery, She just now called me up to say that the
dooctor had told her to sit up a little while today.

She will have to be in the hospital for another week, and after that she must
have at least a month of complete rest. Both doctors apgree that she is making such good
progress that there is no reason to anticipate a long-drawn out period of convelescence,
and they are guite willing for her to plan to return to China about the middle of September,
The trip to England has been canceled, of course, as 1t was not to be considered under the
ciroumstances,

This brings you up to date on one part of Dr. VWu's health problems. The other,
and perhaps more serious pert, the kidney infection, is receiving very careful attention.
The rest in the hospital is very good for this condition also, and the latest tests were
most satisfactory. All of the dootors here have sald that it is not yet serious, and they
all agree that careful diet and a not too strenuous way of life should keep her in quite
good condition, I fully realisze that both these requirements present real diffioculties,
but at lesst it is good to know that the infection is no more serious then it is.

You can really rest your heart about her recovery. When I saw her last night
her eyes were clear and bright, she was laughing and joking with all her old spirit, snd
her mind was working on all sorts of college affairs. 8he insisted upon giving me directions
about letters and cebles she wanted sent, and was on the phone again early this morning with
more business., It is going to be hard to make her take the complete rest we are always
talking about,

You may think it strange that I have not written or cabled this information to
you before, but it was Dr. Wu's definite wish that we say nothing about the operation for
the first few days. I have just thie morning told the Chairmen of the Board of Founders,
and am sending & copy of this letter to Mrs. Thurston, thus giving her the first word she
has had on the matter, This procedure was in accordance with Dr. Wu's wishes.




‘diss Ruth Chester -2 July 20, 1945

Your cable about Catherine's furlough and getting Stella back as promptly as
possible has just come., You may rest assured that both this office and Dr. Wu will do
everything possible to expedite Stella's return, but I must warn you not to be too optimistic.
In fact the only chance that any of us can see, and that a fairly remote one, is that Dr. Wu
may be able to get permission for Stella to accompany her in some special cepacity. You
face the difficulties of getting passage for people coming this way, and so realize the -
magnitude of the problem. It is no less at this end of the line, rather more I em afraid,
for while the American Government is willing to copperate in getting Americen oitizens out
of China, they are not in the least interested in getting them into Chine., However, we keep
at it all the time, and will get Stella there if it is at all possible,

I am greatly concerned about Catherine and the possibilities your cable suggests.
I can only say that I hope she can get home quickly, and that her condition is not serious.
You, too, are very much on my heart these days. I know you postponed your furlough because
of Dr. Wu's trip to America, and thet the fact that you did not leave early this summer may
mean a very much greater delay than anyone expected. You may be assured that your sacrifice
is deeply sppreciasted, end that all of us earnestly hope thet a fortunate turm of events
may make it possible for you to start as soon as Dr. Wu returns. Being inclined to action,
1 feel frustrated in a situation where prayer and geod wishes are about all I have %o offer,
but at least all of you have those in full measure.

Ever affectionately yours,

CSigef
Confirmetion Copy via Clipper
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Ginling College
160 Fifth Avenue
NewYork 11, N. Y.
Miss Ruth Chester July 24, 19456
Ginling College
Chengtu, Szechwan, China

Dear Ruth:

Wu Mei-lin., On July 13th I wrote you about the possibility of securing a scholar=-
ship in nutrition at the Oregon State School of Home Economics., In my letter I told you I
was writing to Dean Milem about Wu Mei-lin and asking that she be awarded this scholarship.
I have just had Dean Milam's reply, a copy of which I am enclosing for your information.
As you see, she is very definite about the time when the scholarship is available, There-~
fore, if Wu Mei-lin cennot reach America before January lst, the scholarship would not be
of fered to her, Since I cannot guarantee thet she could get here by January lst, I em write
ing to Dean Milem to thank her for the consideration given Wu Mei-lin and declining the
scholarshipe

I am very sorry that it has worked out this way, and I hope thet Miss Wu will not
be too greatly disappointed. The only thing that reconciles me to declining this scholarship
for her is the fact that Dr. Wu herself was not sure that Miss Wu would want a scholarship
limited definitely to the study of nutritions Perhaps we can get something for her later
more in her own field,

Dr. Wu. I am also enclosing a copy of a note I have just received from Dr. Guion. I think
it is most encouraging, I felt very much better after having had this word from Dr, Guion.
When I saw Dr. Wu yesterday afternoon, she told me that the surgeon was ready to dismiss
her as she has made a remarkably quick recovery. She will be in the hospital another day
or two for some further tests and will then go with Miss Chien to Gould Farm for a complete
rest, Mrs. New will probably be with them for at least part of the time.

Faculty Directory. Thank you for the Ginling College Faculty Directdry (1940=45)
which has just arrived.

Affectionately yours,

CSM:ef

Enclosures: Copy of letter from Dean Milem.
Copy of letter from Dr. Guion,
Via Chine Clipper




Ginling Cdllege
) Chengtu, China
Y July 27, 1945

Dear Cornelia:

I've been meaning to write you for a long time, but there was & long spell when
I was berribly busy end then when things finally did let up a bit, I began to take life
e little more easily. For the last ten days or so I have mostly not worked much in the
afternoon or evening end the mornings have been filled with relatively urgent business,
so the letters have weaited.

First I must tell you of the visit here of Chaplain Fiske who was here for
just a few days. He is in some way connected with the Universalist ladies who are
supporting our rural work and as soon as he reached Chengtu he asked me to make arrange-
ments for him to go out there. He managed to get an embulance to transport us which made
it very quick, and Dr. Lung and I went out with him on Wednesday. We sew all the summer
work which is being done by the college students who are there for the summer program
and he took quite a lot of color pictures. He also gathered semples of the home-made
toys they have produced, and bits of handwork done by children and older girls, so he
got quite an exhibit together. He is able to send parcels, which ci¥ilians have no way
of doing. He is also writing an account of the whole visit to send to thems I think
it will be worth a lot to them to have that kind of report from someone they know, and
I am sure he was very well impressed with the whole thing. I gave him your address and
asked if he could arrenge to have copies of the color slides and of his account sent to
you and he promised to do sOe It will probably be some months before they are ready,
as he says it is very slow now to get them finished, but I hope you will eventually
hear from it. Anyhow they will. I had not been out for nearly two years and was glad
to avail myself of the chance to go so much more quickly and comfortably than the usual
means. It was market day and that added to the interest of the tripe

Your ceble sbout Dr. Wu was gratefully received. We had been in the dark so
long, with no indication of her plans., The papers here said she was going to England,
but she didn't mention it in her commencement cable so I didn't know what to think. I
am snxious for s letter to tell more about the operation, but am glad it had gone all
right, whatever it was, and I judge they expect her to be in good shape by September.

I sent the ceble sbout Catherine's furlough and Graves' return, just on the
chance that Dr. Wu might be able to pull some strings if she knew Stelle was urgently
needed. C. did far too heavy a job last year and was badly worn out by the end of the
term. Hyle Wetters has been trying to help her and has decided that she is really too
tired to stay on, since her furlough is dues I do not feel like going against that
advice, so if there is trensportation available I think we shall be sending her off in
the fall., She is away now, visiting Dr. Gale and I hope getting a real rest. It is
possible that if she is a lot better when she comes back, Hyla may chenge her mind,
but I doubt it, for I think she feels she would go down again too fast without a longer
rests Whether there is a Septe boat or not we cennot find out for sure, though rumor
persists in saying so. Whether we cen get all the red tepe unwound in time to get her
on it, if there is one, is also a question, but we'll try. A
I think Wu Mou-i is in Chungking end she expects to get here about the first
of Apguste If she does that, I shall be here to receive her which I hope very much to
be. I em planning to get off for a little holiday about August 7th or 8the, Djang Hsiang=-
lan is away now, getting 3 full weeks at Omei, in addition to travel time, so I hope she
is gebting a good rest and refreshment. She went with the literature production group
and was going to spend mornings on translation for them. After she gets back I shall
go to some nearby hills, with Florence., She is going today and I will follow when I
can. I hope to get somewhere from 2 to 3 weeks.




From Ruth Chester T July 27, 1945

—

I can't sebtle my furlough plans definitely for several reasons, but am hoping
I may be able to get of f in NOvember. There may be no boat, and there may be other
reesons for holding me here, which I have already discussed with Dr. Wu, but I am hoping
end yet not counting too much on it. My sister would be gtad to pay the extra cost of
air passage, but there seems no way to get the necessary priority for that. I'm afraid
neither I nor my work %8 of "netional importance", and I don't want to qualify as a
"compassionate case®.

I have a report of Hsiung Ya-na's visit to hq;aold villege center near Jenshow
which I will try to get typed and enclose herewith, It shows that even in that short
time something wes done which has permenent results.

Before Dorothy Whittington left, we sent off to you the whole faculty liste
to date, as accurately as cen be done, and also a list of all our present English
library books. I wanted to send that earlier, but couldn't find anyone to type ite.
Dr. Wu thought that if you knew what we have, you could more easily advise people as
to what we need.

Itve seen the Planning Committee report, but so far no minutes of the hAssociated
Boards meeting itself. I am anxious to know exactly what wes done.

I finally got all the tangle about Episcopal scholarships streightened out.
Grace Chen's had been s_ent to Mr. Allen, and then through Sister Louise to her father,
and we knew nothing at all about it, so started to divide the other one between her and
Shen., Now it is clear and we have given the extra that Shen doesn't need to two other
Episcopal girls, so that N.J. money is helping three girls at present, one of them being
David Yui's daughter. I asked Shen Sung-wei to write a letter and she told me some
bime ago that she had done it, so I trust that it arrives in time.

Hu Shih-tsang is in Chungking trying to get her passport, etc., but whether
or not she will succeed we do not know, If she does, and Catherine goes too, the
Music Dept. will e hard hit, but none of us feel we should ask Shih-tseng to wait,
go we'll do the best we can. There are still several serious vacancies on our faculty
which I am trying to fill, but not having much lucke.

I'm working on the Embessy for a permit for Evelyn Walmsley and waiting almost
with baited breath for the replyes I hope we can get her in now, for we need her desperate=-
ly and it is too absurd for her to be waiting forever in Indie where they have too meny
people anyhow, We think Mary Leamberton is well on her way by now, though we have not
heard directly fpom her.

Please share this with Dr. Wu. I8ll also write her shortly about other things,

Sincerely yours,

Ruth




Ginling College
160 Fifth Avenue
New York 11, N.Y.
" Dr. Ruth Chester August 1, 1945
Ginling College ;

Chengtu, Szechwan, China

Dear Ruth:

Dr. Wu's condition. When I wrote you last I seid that Dr. Wu was making excellent
progress. This was true at that time, but since then she has had a somewhat rooky time,
An infection developed in the wound through the fault of no one, but it necessitated the
reopening of a part of the incision, Naturally this has set her back, and while she is now
again maeking definite progress, this has taken a toll of her strength. I have just come
from the hospital, where I have had a long talk with her, and I will say frenkly that I felt
better about her today than I have for the last four or five dayse I really hate to write
this to you, &8 I em afraid it will cause you undue enxiety, but I do want you to know the
whole situation., She has had a bad time, but it is largely behind her now, and I think we
can sll rest our hearts,

Partly because of this set-back, but largely because of the character of the
operation, it has become quise evident that Dr. Wu will not be in any ocondition to start
back to China in September, Mrs. New, who of course is closest to Dr. Wu in a persondl way,
has had some long conversations with the Doctor, and I, too, have talked to Dr., Guion a little.
The result is that the doctor recommends that Dr. Wu stay here at least until the first of
December, Dr. Guion feels that if she takes these months for rest and recuperation, she
will then be able to return to the College really well and strong. It 1s impossible for
her to start now, either alone or accompanied by a competent person, and no one of us close
to her wants to take the responsillity of seeing her start on such a long and arduous trip.
We must therefore face the fact that she will not be at Ginling before about the end of
this calendar year.

Additional help for the College. The burden that this puts upon you and Djang
Hsiang-lan and the others at the College is very much upon Dr. Wu's hearts I do not think
I need to say it is very much on mine as well, We are doing everything possible here to
find someone who can go at once to help you in this emergency. However, I must say honestly
that we have not yet located anyone, and if we had, the problem of getting her out to China
would present grave difficulties. '

Dr. Wu therefore wishes me to write to you to say thot she gives you and Djang
Hsiang-lan full authority to invite anyone available to join the faculty, either permeanently
or tempcrarily. She wishes you to have all the assistance that it is possible to secure,
and she has complete confidence in your judgment and will heartily support any choice that
you make. Of course, she is thinking of someone who could help particularly with the ad-
ministrative burden, but she wants you to secure assistance in any capacity that it is pos-
sible for you to gete

1i Dze-djen, Dr. Wu herself feels that perhaps Li Dze-djen is the one who could
most easily relieve Djang Hsiesng-lan., She hates even to meke the suggestion, because, of
course, she knows that Miss Li is on her way to England if she has not already gone, If it
has proved impossible for her to get passage to England or to America, Dr. Wu wondered if
she would be willing to return to Chengtu to work at Ginling. Dr. Wu wished me to say that
this is merely a suggestion. Again, she says, she leaves the whole thing in your hands.

Finances. Both Dr. Wu and I hope that you will not have the finanecial burden too
much upon your heart. If we can find the right person, or indeed anyone who can help out
even temporarily, the College cen meet the expenses. Dr. Wu's words were, "Tell Ruth not
to worry financially." She mentioned the fact that Smith's gift this year was $7,750 more
then their pledge end of course that gives us some leeway.
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Ald for Paculty. Since Dr. Wu has been in the hospital she has been thinking
particularly of the health of the faculty in China. She has just said to me thaet her owmn
weakness in spite of all of the good food she has, makes her all the more anxious to be sure
that the faculty get any assistance that it is possible to give them. She therefore wants
you to begin again to supply eggs for the faculty and to get the doctor's advice on how best
%o supplement with the vitemins that are available. She wanted me to tell you that doctors .
don't always egree., For instance, in her own case, Dr, Addis in California insisted upon
reducing her proteins to 40 points a day, whereas Dr. Van Slyke wants to increase the protein
intake, since he feels thet some of her trouble is due tb too little protein, Her concern
is that the faculty have all of the good food, protein or otherwise, that we can get for
them, She says, "My weakness mekes me all the more enxious to have others strong."”

I am sending this in a special way, hoping to get it to you as promptly as possible.
Again let me say that there is no occasion to worry ebout Dre Wue ©She is really making
progress now, but she will have to have these extra months of rest.

Affectionately yours,

CSMsef
Ce.C. via Chine Clipper




411 West 114th Street
New York 25, N.Y.
Dre Ruth Chester August 16, 1946
Ginling College
Chengtu, Szechwan, China

Dear Ruth:

How I wish I were on my way homeward! At last the long-expected V-J Day is here,
yet when it actually came we seemed to be unprepared for it. Particularly for me it seems
that now we have to face problems both national and for the College, in addition to my
personal problems., Since in your letters you always wish to know more about myself, It11
start from there.

condition. Before the operation the doctor said that after two months' rest, I
should be sble to take the homeward journey. That meant then at most only a month's delay
when I cut off the trip to England, However, after my good record during the first ten days
after the operation, some complications set in, First it was the eye infection and then the
stitch abscess that brought on & temperature for a little over ten days. FPerhaps it is be- '
cause of this slow recovery that the doctor reconsidered her former decision. She came to
talk to me before she went away for her vacation on August 1lst ond strongly advised me to
take three or four monthd rest here in America before attempting the long journey home, We
sometimes are comforted by somebody else's misfortune. Mrs. Mills told me when I was in the
hospital that Dr. Y. P. Mei also had some infection even after he left the hospital and
was convalescing at Clifton Springs Sanitarium. So we said it must be either that we brought
some germs from China or that we were really run down so that even one single bug started
infection,

I was in the hospital for four weeks, short one day. Last Tuesday, August 7th,
I ceme here to this apartment which Mrs, New had the privilege of using when the family
went away for their summer vacation. I have been gaining strength gradually, only I still
have no ambition for work. Tomorrow Mrs. New, Miss Chien and I are going to Great Barrington,
Mass., to a farm for a quiet rest in the country, most likely until the end of September.
After I come back I have to attend to my poor nose, The doctor found thet it is pretty badly

infected and wanted me to attend to it even now. I feel that it may recover more quickly
after I build up more strength,

One bit of good news is that after very careful examination, my kidneys have been
found in good condition. Dr. Van Slyke, the well-known bio-chemist in the Rockefeller
FPoundation, said the edema of my legs was really due to deficiency of protein. I will try
my best to get well and fully recovered as soon as possible. Then I hope that the doetor
may let me start homeward sooner than December lst,

Your letter of June l4th was received while I was feeling the lowest in the hospital
so I just put it aside and I am sorry not to have answered it eerlier,

Furloughs for you and Helen Djange In regard %o the furloughs, I am sorry that
your most thoughtful consideration has to be discarded because of the chenges in the situation,
that is, my delay in returning and the earlier ending of the war in the Pacific. I fully
agree with you that your furlough and thet of Helen should be considered at the same time,
I think I understand her reason for considering to teke on the Y.W.C.A. project and be off
the Ginling salary for a few months upon my return. She is hoping for a regular furlough
in this country end thet is why she would not wish to have the few months' leave of absence
in China to be considered her regular furloughe When I first got to New York I discussed
with Mrs. Mills that when the International Education Conference was to be held I wished
very much that I could help Helen Djang to be appointed as & delegate to the Conference.
At that time I was definitely counting upon my being in Chengtu by September lst. Now I
do not know what the best thing to do is, not only because of my absence, but also because
she is in such poor health,
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From Mary Lamberton we heard of the news that Li Dze-djen was finally able to fly

"to England, and I elso heard from her that you yourself were terribly tired., I am very sorry
then that just when you should be having your short vacation in August, the,news of postponing
my return must have caused you much enxiety, and the worst thing is the practical impossibility
of finding eny person to relieve Helen's work as Dean of Women., I remember I mentioned in my
last note to you that Helen's health should be given consideration in preference to the care
for the girls in the dormitory. I had in mind then that even Hu Ya-lan might be asked to

teke charge of the thing for a few months. However, now that the big problem is facing every
refugee institution, I can see that Helen may feel that she cannot leave for any rest at all.
There are bound to be the meny conferences among the Presidents as to what to do next. From
all this, you can see that I have no definite suggestions to offer in regard to when you
ghould have your furlough and when to give Helen her leave, The only thing I hope is that

by the time I get back to Chengtu, the conditions of treansportation may be improved enough

8o that you may be able to start homeward earlier then next summer., If not, then I agree
with you it is more efficient for you to stay through the gear and then take your regular
furlough by next summer,

Miss Graves, After your csble was received in regard to the return of Miss Graves,
Mrs. Mills and I have tried to do more for her, In fact, Mr. Bwans and Mrs. Mills had done
all they could in pushing for the thing even before your cable came, I have also written to
our Ambassador to see if he can help any., However, now with the end of the war, there may
be some change in the situation., Even if we cannot say how soon Miss Graves may be able to
start homeward, it seems, however, that it will not need necessarily to wait for another
whole year, as we first feareds I hope also that with the end of the war, at least psycho-
logically, Catherine may feel a little bit relieved in knowing that Stella may be back in
the not-too-distant future,

Harriet Whitmer. I have received a letter from Harriet Whitmer, expressing her wish
to finish her last term at Ginling. You may remember that the Board of Directors had decided
that the College would invite her back when we would be returning to Nenking. Now that she
is able to serve only one more term before time for retirement, I certainly feel that we
should invite her packe I shall be taking this question up with Mre. Mills and others in
the Methodist Board when they are back after their summer vacations, Perhaps we should ar-
range for her to go straight to Nanking as soon as it becomes possible for missionaries to
return to the eastern coast of China,

Scholarships for Alumnee and Faculty. I agree with you that Po;ﬁf Lin should be
given the opportunity of graduate work in her own fielde In fact, I have already asked Ettie
to make inquiries in regard to a scholership at Wisconsin, where Ettie is attending the summer
school. As you said, this will be for the year 1946-47 anyway, and there will be time to \
complete this process during the fall and winter,

In regard to Heiung Ya-na, both Mrs. Mills and I have her in mind end we shall try
our best to get a scholarship for her for 1946-47., I did not Ro much right after my arrival
here because of the situation of travel,

The other person I wish to ask your opinion about is Miss Pan Yeo-tsuen. Do you
think we should try to apply for a fellowship for her at Smith? As you remember, through
your recommendation Chen I-chen got a fellowship at Smith and she will be there on this
fellowship during the coming college year. But it seems to e, if we wish to help Miss Pan
we could recommend her from the College as the recipient of the fellowship at Smith, I realize
at the same time that the location for her study must be considered with regard to where Hu
Shih-tsang may be, If she is still to come to Juilliard for the coming year, then Miss Fan
will certainly prefer to be in the East. If, however, thqiggxhgg{ Scholarship Committee
should be in a position to grant more scholarlhips during 947-48 and there should be the
possibility for Ginling to secure two, then both Hu Shih-tsarg ‘and Miss Pan may wish to be
there. I hope that Chen Yu-tsing will be able to get the sclolarship from the British
Council,.
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From Mrs. Mills' correspondence you have heard how we tried to get a scholarship
at Oregon for Wu Mei-lin, However, it may surprise you that I should have thought of Wu
Mei-lin in connection with a scholarship in hoge economics in the field of nutrition, The
explanation is this. Wu Suen-i wrote to me gbout this wacancy and suggested Wu Mei-lin.
S8ince I was familiar with the great disappointment to Wu Mei-lin because of the application
for Chen Yu-tsing to go to England, I thought I must do what I could for Wu Mei-lin, Howeverp
the last word from Dean Milam is that the original appointee, an Indien girl, is now eble to
come #nd receive this scholarship, so the question has to be dropped altogether anywaye I
am afraid our Biology Depertment will be in a very bad fix if Yu-tsing does go to England
end Wu Mei-lin is in e disgruntled mood, Now you have told me that this Dr. Wu in Hunming
did not sccept your invitation. The only thing I can say is whatever you are able to do,
or not to do, you have my full sympathy and full supporte '

Candidates. Mrs. Mills has found a very fine candidate for the English Department,
Miss Ruth Shirley Swenson. Mrs. Mills will keep the process of getting recommendations going
and also get the action of the Personnel Committee., We hope that ifiss Swenson will be able
to sail by next summer,

In regard to physical educstion, there have been two American-born Chinese, with
whom Mrs. Mills haed some correspondence, but neither was ready to go this year. We shall
follow them up and hope that we can have one definitely settled to come by next summers

When I have more ﬁtrength, I shall write to Miss Treudley to see if she is still
interested in spending a sabbatical year at Ginling. If 1t is at all possible, I certainly
hope she can come a year from hows ‘

Mrs. New and I are approaching a fine young man as a possible comptroller. I pre-
sume you know what of fice I'have in mind, that is "dzung-wu dzu ren", the position which is
now held by my Chinese secretery. He higself did not wish to continue in that office, and
both you and I know, for the College, it is better to find a real capable and efficient man
for this office. This young man is interested in our offer himself, but he has, first of
all, to get in touch 'with his own college authority, Because of this, I am not telling you
his heme or his own alma mater. If he should be able to come, I would even depend on him
to serve as Dean of Administration.

A further word in regard to Li Gwan-yuen. From Helen's letter I have learned that
the inspectors from the Ministry of Education have seid that the party organizations are to
be withdrawn from the colleges and schools. With this, I hope that the requirement that the
Dean of Students be a party member may also be cancelled. I expect to see Gwan-yuen again
after she comes to the city and I shall make another effort in asking her to come to help
at the 00113$e, at least for an experimental period of three years,.

Plans for the future. Now that V-J Dsy is elready here, we cannot help thinking
sbout the Feburn to Nanking. Under the present dircumstances, the only thing to do is to
follow Dr. Decker's advice to the Presidents last March. As you remember, he told ue that
the Associsted Boards heve come to the conclusion that right after the war ends, the Col- -
leges better make temporary plans for ecarrying on for a while hefore meking long-renge plans.
This was because nobody could tell beforehand what the conditions of the campuses might be
nor ecould the Board of Directors in China mske any definite decision until -the members could
get together for a real full meeting. From this, it seems then that it is likely that
Ginling end Nenking may plan to move back to our own cempuses and just try to carry on.

With us, the question is in what condition the buildings may be left by the Japanese military
people., Because of this, it seems to me that Ginling should pay attention to the aspplication
for grants from our Government for the repairing of the buildings end the replacing of equip-
ment. Everybody knows that our buildings were occupied and used by the enemy, so we can
surely expect to get grents from the reparations. Furthermore, the UNRRA hes included an
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item for the replacing of equipment of educational institutions, at least that was the idea
that Dr. T. F. Tsiang succeeded in putting in when he was here attending the first UNRRA
meeting. Also we should get in touch with Mr. Plumer Mills in Chungking, who will surely
be in close touch with the American Embassy. Hecen help us to decide whether we should put
in claims for damage to the American Embassy. Of course, we cannot tell how soon the
Japanese will leave those buildings and who will receive the buildings from the Japsnese.
However, it seems to me that as soon as telegraph service is opened, the College could send
word to Mrs, Chen Hwang Li-ming, Blanche Wu, and Mrs. Tsen to see how they might help right
there in Nanking., But if you do any telegraphing or letter-writing, you must be sure to
send them funds as soon as possible. Even last year I was talking to Miss Friest and wanted
to send them money to help tide them over, but she advised against doing such things that
might cause them trouble locally there. But now when the locality comes under Chinese control,
we must arrenge to send funds to them.

The other problem which is common to the refugee colleges in general is the pos-
sibility of applying to the Ministry of Education for subsidy for moving back %o our own
cempuses. I know nothing definite can happen right eway, and the other Presidents will be
thinking about this also. I mention it here just because I feel it is one of the things the
Ministry may be ready to do, end If so, the earlier it is applied for, the better. There
are certainly meny, meny problems to be faced and that is why I said I wish I were al ready
on my way home, If there should be things which you think the College office here or
I myself can do, please do not hesitate in writing or cabling. I expect to be getting
better and should be able to do a wee bit over here,

The real concern which cannot be put aside is the question of Yenan, I am waiting
anxiously to know the terms of the agreement signed in Mgscow, and I do hope that that agree-
ment may help to settle this internal problem for the time-being at least. It seems to me
that even if no serious question comes up from this angle, it will take a while for the cole
leges to be able to move, and so most likely the College will have to carry on in Chengtu
for one term, if not for the whole of next year,

My salary and Faculty Healthe One small item I wish %o mention here is in regard
to my salary starting from July. Now since I am having complete rest and doing nothing, I
do not wish to draw my salary as I flave some money left from what I received from my Govern-
ment, Ever since the doctor ssid I was so run down, I think so many times of our faculty
and students, so I wish to have my salary, beginning from July at least through September,
to be drawn and used for supplementary nutrition for the faculty. It seems to me so absolutely
necessary to at least help as much as we can to keep up the physical strength of the faculty
through this last refugee year. Please do not feel hesitant about this, and I am not doing
this just as & gesture. I do see the real importance of the health question of our faculty
and this is the least bit I can do personally for this big problem, and I wish you would
help me to carry it out,

Now in regard to yourself and (atherine Sutherland, I do want to beg both of you
to teke more regular meals with some missionary femily. When I saw how well Mary Lamberton
looked, I knew that her last few months with the West China ladies had contributed to her
good condition, So I do hope both of you will give serious attention to this physical need.

This is the second of the legal holidays in New Yorke Mrs. Foster, Mrs., Mills'
secretary, is so goodto come out to this apartment so thet I can send you this letter before
I go eway to the country end I think it is long enough and I must quit.,

With love and gratitude and best wishes to the whole family,

Affectionately yours,

YFWsef Vi-f |
ceCe via China Clipper : i
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Ginling College
150 Fifth Avenue
New York 11, N.Y.
Miss Ruth Chester ' September 10, 1946
Ginling College
Chengtu, Sgechwan, China

Dear Ruths

Thenk you for your letter of July 27th which was waiting for me when I returned
to the office after vacation. We have sent copies of it and of the report by Hsiung Ye-na
to Dr. Wu as you requested. I am eagerly looking forward to your next letter since it will
tell us of the celebrations in Chepgtu on V-J Day. Oyr joy and thankfulness are too deep
for words., To know that there is no longer war in the world ic &he most blessed piece of
news that any of us has heard for eight long years. Whatever immediate effect it has upon
the plans of the College, it cannot fail to bring renewed strength to all of you as you
realize that we are indeed at last in a peaceful world.

Furloughs and Miss Graves' return. On August 16th Br. Wu wrote to you about a
number of College matters that you refer to in your letter to me., Your furlough, for instance,
and Catherine's, and Stella's return. I em afraid that I have not very much to add to what
she has said, especially about Stella. It is still not possible to secure passports and
passage easily and while we are making every effort to get her off immediately, I cannot at
this time tell you exactly when she will leave., I do hope that it is going %o be possible
for you to get to America before too many more months. I know you need the rest and change,
and I hope that it is going to work out satisfactorily.

Dr. Wu's return. Your cable asking about the date of Dr. Wu's return reached the
of fice the day before I returned from vacation. I sent you an answer as soon as I got back
to the office, and I hope that it reached you promptly. Dr. Wu's letter of August 16th had
prepared you, I hope, for the fact that she would not be returning before early winter,

This is definitely the doctor's recommendation and seems the only wise end possible course
of action under the conditions of Dr. Wu's heal th. The date I gave you, that is approxie
mately the first of Becember, wax what Dr. Wu ahd I had agreed upon after consultation with .
the doctor the first of August. Of course, if Dr. Wu improves sufficiently, she may be able
to leave earlier. A letter from her this morning, written from Great Barrington, Mass.,
seems to indicate that she is now hoping to get away in November,

Hu Shih-tsang. Thank you for your message letting me know that Hu Shihetsang
cannot arrive in time for the fall semester. I hope that she can get here for the second
part of the year and that Juilliard will meke the scholarship available to her, I have
written to Dr. Wedge at Juilliard, telling him that Miss Hu cannot get here for this
semester and asking that he consider giving her the same scholarship for the next term. I
have also notified the Sutherlands. :

Library and Faculty Lists. In a previous leiter I have acknowledged the receipt
of the 1is%t of library books and also of the faculty lists., I am very grateful to you for
getting these to me., They are most valuable to us for our records here, The library list
will be helpful as we plan to secure and send books out for the rehabilitation of Ginling's
library.

Planning Committee Report and Associated Boards Minutes. I am sure that by now
you have seen a copy of the minutes of the Associated Boards meeting. They left this office
on June 12th, and you probably received a copy shortly after you wrote your letter on July
27th. I am glad that you have had a copy of the Planning Committee's report. As I wrote
you earlier in the summer, the Planming Committee's report is in no sense mandatory. It
represents the best thinking of a group in Amerioca, but that group is the first to say that
it wishes the final decision for all actions to be in the hands of those in authority in China,
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Yang Ging-chung and Alice Chang, As Dr. Wu has already written you, Mary Lamberton
arrived on the Gripsholm, looking very fit indeed. I had a brief visit with her and she wlso
saw Dr. Wu, Yang Ging-chung is here, too, and also Alice Change. They were both in my office
a few days ago. Miss Yang is not quite certain what she will be doing this year., She is
considering a teaching fellowship at Smith rather than going to Michigan as she had at first
planned. I believe the main reason for this change is that, as a married woman, she is not
eligible for a Barbour scholarship. S8he says that her funds are so low that she must go
where she can have some financial aid. Mi.ss Chang had planned to enter the School of Journal=-
ism at Columbia, but has been told that they already have too many applicants, and-so she is
casting about for some other plan. She, too, says that she needs to earn her way. I think
what she would most like would be a part-time job that would pay her enough to live on and
would still allow her some free time for study. Since she is an American citijen and perfectly
at home in the language, rhe does not seem to need as much help as some of these other girls
and she has not been as closely in touch with the office.

Djang Shui-gi HAs decided not to go to Michigan and is now making application at
Cornell. She had things pretty well lined up when I heard from her last, and I hope that by
now she is all set for entrance there,

Wu Mao-i and Evelyn Walmsley. I am glad to know that Wu Mao-i is at last in China.
She was in Chungking when you wrote, but I assume that by now she is at Ginling, I am sure
she will be a great source of strength to the College. I hope that you were successful in
getting permission for Evelyn Walmsley to enter China. I know how desperately you need her
help and I Bhall be most happy to hear that she is really with you.

Ruth Van Kirk and Dju Yu=bao were both on the Gripsholm that arrived early in
August. I have not seen either one of them or been in direct communication with them, so
have no news to offer, Miss Van Kirk tried to get in touch with Dr, Wu, but a series of
events interfered. Dju Yue=bao, I understand, went more or less directly to Washington, and
so far we have not heard from her., Perhaps Dr. Wu Has been in touch with her,

Reports from Miss Hsiung and Miss Kirke. Thank you for the report from Hsiung Ya-na
on the developments at Jenshow. It is indeed food to know that even in the short time the
girls were working there, they were able to get so much started that the local people have
been able to carry on., The reports and plans that Florence sent me for the Universalist
Women are most interesting, and I am sure will be very valuable to that group as they seek
to raise their $3,000 for Ginling.

Episgcopal Scholarship., I am glad to know that the matter of scholerships from
Episcopalian groups is at last straightened out. I have not heard from the New Jersey
women recently, so do not know whether they have received Shen Sung-wei's letter or not, I
am sure that they will be happy to know thet their money is sufficient to help more than one
girl, and they will also be pleased to know thet the daughter of such a man as David Yui is
receiving their help.

Gift from Crescent Avq:_phurch. We have recently had a special gift of $250 from
the Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church in Plainfield, N. J., for the Child VWelfare work at
Ginling College. This is included in our current budget funds and will be transmitted to
the College in the regular way, I do not think that it is meant to be used for the Child
Welfare Training Program, but rather for some work for children that Ginling is doing. If
the Chung Ho Chang work seems the best place to use it, I presume that would meet the speci-
fications of the gift,

Packages of Books. I wrote you earlier in the summer that we would select a few
books from each of the lists sent end get them out to you as soon as possible, I am wondering
now if this is a wise plan. Even under the best of circumstances, such packages would hardly




iian Ruth Chester edw September 10, 1945

reach you Before the first of January. By that time you will probebly be thinking of the
best way to pack what you have to ship to Nenking. It therefore hardly seems best to increase
your problems by sending more packages that may not reach you in time to be of any servioce,
only in time to be packed to go down river. I would therefore suggest that as soon as pos-
sible, these books be collected here and sent into Nanking when the way opens.

We are rejoicing with you that this is the last year for the college to be a refugee.
How wonderful it will be to return to Nanking and begin a normal program again.

Affectionately yours,

CSM:ef
Via China Clipper
cec. via next clipper




Ginling College
Chengtu, China
e Sept. 21, 1945 /
Mrs. W. P. Mills 1 R
Secretary for G.C. ‘ (/0//Q,@4§
Associated Boards of Christian Colleges in China et
%50 Fifth Ave, New York City
eSedA,

Dear Mrs. Mills,

upon learning the recommendations of the Planning
Committee to the Associated Boards for Christian Colleges in
China regarding the rehabilitation and coordination program for
the Christian colleges in China, we, the alumnae on the faculty
of Ginling College, wish to take this liberty to express our
opinion on the importance of maintaining independent Christian
colleges for women in China as well as our concern over the
future of Ginling. We represent a group of alumnae from the
classes of 1920 to 1945, As a group we have followed through
practically the whole history of the development of Christian
higher education for women in China and, being on the faculty
at present, should be jntimate with the present situation of
the college. We sincerely wish that the voice we are raising
now may reach you in time to be of some use for your reference.

The importance of Christian leadership in China
does not need any stressing. We need women as well as men
leaders. It is our belief and conviction that women leaders
can be best developed in independent institutions for women,

In spite of the fact that we are following the principle of
maintaining equality between men and women our social customs
are such that women can get decidedly more opportunities for
development when placed among women. We see this as a very
important reason of having independent colleges for women.

To have independent Christian colleges for
women is to answer the call for such a need. Many parents who
based their judgment on their own experience and observation
have chosen to send their daughters to smaller women's colleges
rather than the larger universities. These parents have often
expressed their appreciation for provisions of the particular
type of education they so desired their daughters to receive.

In an independent institution for women the
type of courses most fitted for women receives better attention,
hence better chance of development. In other words, women
students whose interest are in such fields find a fairer
opportunity in such institutions.

Guidance of students in charecter building is
undoubtedly a very important phase of the responsibilities of
the faculty. From our experience we find that in an independent
college for women the faculty can take up those responsibili-
ties in the most effective ways.




To our mind an affiliated system can not be
practically carried out to make it efficient. Colleges for
women which have been affiliated in the past have gone through
a history of being first affiliated and then combined and
dissolved. The result is the complete disappearance of such
institutions. We see very clearly the need of independent
colleges for women and we also see that an affiliated system can

not be a substitute.

It is not just on any kind of Christian colleges
for women that we are relying for opportunities to develop
women leaders, The reliance is on the kind which is of highest
standing and well provides real Christian atmosphere in which
students may be inspired with the best spirit of service. On
this ground besides expressing our opinion on the need of having
independent Christian colleges for women we would like to
suggest that consideration be given for development of the
Christian colleges for women in China now in existence into
universities of highest standing of their kind.

We are immensely concerned over the future of
our alma mater. We would like to see it developed to the highest
in all respects. Judging from our past we have the counfidence
that Ginling will have a large place in serving China as well as
the cause of international good will. During the war period we
have been able to make a study of the standing of our students
as compared with those of the other institutions. The following
is a very brief summary of the honors obtained by the Ginling
students during the war period.

l. In the competitive examination in major fields given by
the Ministry of Education during 1940-1942 Ginling students
obtained two first and three second honors, a number which is
not less but proportionally much more than that obtained by the
other institutions on the same campus.

2. In the oratory contests sponsered by the eight universi-
ties in Chengtu in 1944 Ginling students obtained first individual
and group honors for both the Chinese and the English.

3. Of the seven essay contests Ginling students participated
in 1940=1944 they obtained five first honors and two third honors.

4, In the three annual athletic meets of women students of
eight universities in Chengtu during 1940-1943 Ginling studeuts
obtained all the first group honors.

5. The spirit of service of Ginling students has often been
very much appreciated. 1In the Chengtu Christian Students'
Association formed by twelve institutions in 1940 Ginling students
have served in all the ten terms as eight chairman, and five vice
chairman.

We have maintained this standard against all sorts of difficulties
and handicaps. Both the faculty and students have worked to

their best under the circumstances. Although the war conditions
have prevented us from maintaining the college as we wish it would
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be what has been accomplished gives us assurance that as soon as
the situation may be restored we will again be able to lead the
college on its normal path of development.

The college is young as compared with the other
institutions and the number of alumnae is still much smaller than
those of the other institutions. We have not, however, let this
small number prevent us from making Ginling a source of service
and inspiration. The positions held by our alumnae have always
been well distributed. At present the record of the alumnae is
as follows:

Percentage
Bditors and Writers c.ceocsvsisscensssscesss Lob
Rural 86rvice WOTKOTS cceesecoecnosscvossss 2ol
Graduate students at present ...ccceececcee 4o
High BChOOI prinCi.pa-ls ® 000000200000 000 0 080 [ ]
Doctors and nurses .ll....'l"ll......l...l [ ]
Social service WOTrkers seeeccccscccecocccecs Beo
In goverment positicns ®e00ce0so0ccscosssoe .
College teaching and administrative staff..l11.8
Married (not employed) seeceeeecceceeeceneeelbe?
High 8Cho0l t€aChers ccceececccccccsesoceeelTe8
Deceased.O...Ct......'.Q.ll.ol!‘..'.......l 2.6
Addresses unknown due t0 WATY seeeececscccss 849

Through its alumnae Ginling has served the non-christian as well
as the Christian centers in China. Its spirit is in the colleges,
schools, homes and other types of institutions. Through its
alumnae the college is well known in the country. At the end of
every academic year the number of positions open has often been
several times more than the number of the graduates. There

have often been particular demands for Ginling graduates. This
is a very evident indication that Ginling is an outstanding and
necessary institution in its place.

During war time Chinese showing interest in
Ginling by presenting memorial endowments for scholarships are
increasing. They represent faculty, alumnae, friends of the
college and also some orgainzations and companies. The endow-
ments may be considered small but they very well reflect the
appreciation of the contribution of the college.

We strongly believe that Ginling College has a
place, a very significant one, in the Christian education program
in China. Independent institution for women are so few in China
at present., Those in existence muet be preserved to satisfy
the demand of those who desire independent higher Christian in-
stitution for women. We do not wish to disappoint those parents
and future students who especially desire this type of educational
system,

126 S
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Our desire is not only to keep Ginling in
existence, We wish to see it developed to fit into this new
period of coustruction in China. We wish to see it expanded
into an univergity seale which would furnish opportunities for
more students of larger variety of interests. Then it would
provide more chance for learning through sharing among fellow
students. We do not propose to give any detailed suggestions
here as to how this expansion may be carried out. Cur concern
here is rather on the general policy upon which any adjustments
or alterations must be made.

Finally we would like to take this opportunity
to express our deep appreciatiou to our American friends who
nave helped iii establishing ihe Christian colleges in China,

To these friends we wish to pledge our efforts to endeavor to
bring about in the Christian way better understanding and closer
cooperation of all peoples.

With eager anticipation to your consideration
of our points of view, we remain

Sincerely Yours,

2.0 a&%auT Ak4au1'00wxdﬁ
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From a letter from Miss Ruth Chester, Ginling College, Chengtu, °/ "/ *

%o Mrs, W. Plumer Mills in the Ginling College Office. ?/;, 7/

"Letters which were held up for some time have been coming in fast in the

last two or three weeks 8o I think we must be pretty well caught up by now, It was

the long silence which left us so uncertain ebout Dr. Wu and her plans that made me

send the cable., Actually your letters arrived before the answer to the cable, but I

was glad to know that the situation was still the same. Because of these delays also,

I did not know until about ten days ago that there was any reason for hurry in having

the various meetings that you and Dr. Wu asked for, and sending in the reports. In

that letter you say you would like them in time for a meeting which might be in Oectober.
I em sorry, but I am afraid there is no hope of their reaching you by that time., Dr,

Wu earlier had only said to get them off before her return so I thought there was no
hurry, I heve put them in as fast as possible and same of the reports are already on
their way. The alumnee faculty had already started their discussions before I returned
from my vecation, and also the alumnae who are not on the faculty. They are sending
their reports directly and at least the former is already on the way, Last week I held
two other meetings: +the faculty who are not Ginling graduates, and the foreign faculty.
Mr. Liu wrote up the report of the former meeting and I think has sent it to you already.
There were 10 present, 7 of them men and I was interested that none of them showed the
slightest question as to the importence of keeping Ginling independent, In fect some of
them have very expensive ideas of what we should become, but we needn't worry about that}
Eve has written a summary of the meain points we brought out in the foreign group mseting
and I will enclose them in this letter, I think it should be mentioned that we were
telking on the supposition that only Ginling end the U, of N. sre involved, If there
should be a larger federation of some sort in Nanking, imcluding some of the other East
China Insitutions, I think the feeling of our group would be different. I em quite sure
very few would want to stand outside of such a large federation, though I personally have
some reservations in regard to that whole ideas I think it will be academically more
efficient, a little less expensive (not much I believe) end will losé definitely on the
Christian side and the more general aspect of the building of character and personality.
It would be very much easier for us to maintain our identity end a certain degree of
independence if we were part of a larger group than if it was just the two institutions
combining., That path leads to absorption in the end with a struggle between, I think,
Personally what I would most like to see would be two or more really independent in-
stitutions, voluntarily cooperating in such a way as to reduce overlapping on small
advenced classes, and duplication of equipment which is used only by smaell numbers, etc.
but it doesn't look as if the prospects are very good on either side for this sort of
thing. There are prejudices both ways, and real grievances both ways probably, The
psychological situation has been definitely worsened in the last three months or so, by
widespread and continuous reports from U. of N, students, abumnee end faculty that we

are to be combined and absorbed - usually said in a rather gleeful manner which makes

our alumnae faculty furious, They seem to think it is all settled and enjoy taunting us
with it. Thet has naturally made our group react to an excessive spirit of independence
where they are not willing to have any slightest relation at all, It is most unfortunate
and I will try to lower the temperature when I can, but I can't do much., These thihgs
are not said to me, of ocourse, so I can't answer them back as I'd like to, This is un-
important ia itself, but important in its psyehological effect, I cannot believe it is
an accident, because it is so widespread, but why this report has been spread is more than
I knox, It has even come back to me from Nanking, where some U.N, person who has recently
gone down, an alumnus from Chungking I think but am not quite sure, told our group there
that it was all settled that way and they wrote in agitation to know if it were true, be-
cause if it was, they would do nothing at all about buildings, etc! This is more or less
confidential, but it seems to me that one or two people should know it in case something
develops which makes our group look too uncooperative in spirit. :

"Yesterday afternoon I held a meeting of the Chengtu Ex. Com, of the Board of
Directors to discuss this question and Anna Will be sending you a letter reporting the

discussion so I will not go into thate I think that completes the list and I hope they
will all reach you without undue delay."




Ginling, Oct. 25, 1945,

Dear Corneliai

At the Council of niﬁher Bducation meeting a couple of
gﬁ@k@ ago 1t was decided hot to dIscuss in detall the recommendations of
@ €hinese planning committee for individual institutions, but to for-

ward the whole report to N.Y. and London and ask the institutions to make
their own comments direckky. I have therefore been working on the com-
ments which we wish to make, and am enclosing them herewith. T want to
add a little more about the way in which this report was drawn up. After
the meetings I first wrote a rough draft and circulated i1t to the mem-
bers of the executive commltteeof the fyculty and to several others,
asking for thelr suggestions. In addition I reported to a meeting of

the whole faculty the main points in the plan of the €pinese planning
commission and the maln points in our proposed reply, asking them to

make any further suygestions to me, and also making 1t possible for
anyone who wanted to to see the report and also ow answer. Then I
rewrote 1t incorporating quite a number of suggestions made by various
people and the members of the executive commlttee read the final verslon
this afternoon. I think it 1s therefore quite representative of our
gaculyyy opinion. In addition I have taddked with other members of the
faculty informally and know that their point of view is the same. Will
you kindl% see that it gets to the hands of the persons who most need to
see 1t? am a lso sending a cop§y to London.

I want to get this into the mai® this afternoon as the
weekly plane to Chungking goes tomorrow and it will-be much quicker if
it gets on thate I haven't time therefore to write mucl other news. We
have qiiite a bit more news from Nanking and on the whole it is better
than we feared it might be, though 1t has many bed spots, I will get a-
full report off to you just as soong as I can. This afternoon tle execu-
tive committee voted definitely that I should try to go to N, for a short
vislt as soon as possible. I have already begun work on the question of
transportation, and if I succeed in getting 1t will go off whenever L can,
I aim to stay about two weeks, if possiblb .

I hope this material gets through quickly and will be of
some help. I do feel very strongly that the matter should not be finally
decided in the next few weeks.

We enjoyed seeing Plummer here last week. Our Nanking
crowd is growing, but we're all eager to get back "home".

Sincerely,

(th—
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Comments from Ginling College, on the/heport of the Chinese Planning
Commission for'Christian higher Education in China.

(Note:s Thése comments have been written after thorough

consultation with the‘Faculty Bxecutive Committee and

other members of the faculty, and repregent faculty opinion

as fully as any one statement can do for a group of people).
I. General, See B of Sectlon II of report on Educetlon of Women.

This statement provides for a) opportunities for study for women,

b) opportunitles for women teachers ( though it is very doubtful whether
they will for some time to comeé have really equal opportunities in a c6=
educational system), and c) £mr some speciel consideration to be given to
types of study especially sulted to women. Even if these three can be
made fully adequate in a co=-educational system there are at least two
other needs which such a system cannot at present provide for as well
as the independent women's college can do. These are a) the training
and developing of women leaders in all types of Christian and educational
work. If there is no institutiong of higher education for women in the
whole of China it means there is 110 place where women students can
take the lead in studént life and there is no# place where women faculty
can themselves plan and carry out and administer and thus Brow in ex-
perience and leadership. We believe the history of the women's colleges
so far bears out the contention that greater independence and leadership
1s thus secured. Moreover it will be very difficult in the present cone=
ditions obtaining in China to have any co~educatlonal set-up in which
women have a reaidly fair chance. The number of men 1s bound to be more
than the number of women students, and on the faculty there will be an
even greater predominance of men. <Luls is unavoldable, even with the
fullest desire to strengthen the women faculty, because there are not
enough women qualifled for college teachling to spread over all these
institutions and have more than a small springling in each place. It #¢
seems for the present much better to concentrate them in an institution

- where they will find full scope for thelr abllitlies and whgré‘fhe in-
luence of women can make itself felt. b) The other need which cannot
be met as well in the co-educational system at present 1s character bulld-
ing and personal influence of faculty on students. In the mahn this type
of work for women students must be done by women faculty, and in the co=
educational institution their numbers are too small to allow sufficlent
opportunity for close personal contacts. BEven with the men students the
larger universities have in any cases made very little use of the so-
called "tutor system" (a personal faculty adviser for each student) and
they could not do 1t adequately for women in any case. Uvery student at
Ginling 1s one of a group of 12-15 with a faculty "tutor" or adviser,
and is thus assured of this contact in addition to whatever others may
come about through other relationships.

It 1s not only within the individual Institutions that the influence of
women will be largely lost, but also in the larger fileld of planning end
policies of the Council of “igher Education. This body 1s envisaged as
having more power and more responslbility in the future snd 1f the educa-
tion of women 1s to have proper attention in these plans, and the possible
contributions of women to the whole field of Christian ligher Education is
to be realized, there should certainly be some women on this Council. But

-the only women on the Council in the past, with the slngle exceptlion of
Miss Priest, have been those representing Hwanen and Ginling. With only
three representatives altogetuer, one of whom is a member of the Board of
Directors and one the President of the institutiong there 1s no 1liklihood
at all that any of the co-~educational institutions will select s woman
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as its third representative. Women will not for a long time to come be
holding important administrative positions in these institutions and 1t
will mean that the whole program of higher education will be planned
and administered by men, with the possible exception of ‘one or two co=-
opted women members,

The higher education of women in China has mede great progress in
the last thirty years, but it 1s still, numerlcally at least, far be=
hind that of men. It was the Christien movement which pioneered in
opening opportunities for women and 1t seems altogether sulteble that
we should continue to be piloneers in this field. Lf we do nd maintailn
a separate instibution for women there will not be even one in Chima, for
this is a field in which no one else shows any interest at present. It is
true that in Englend there are no such independent women's colleges, but
the English system i1s such that women's colleges at Oxford, Cambridge and
Zondon ares genuinely academic as well as living units, and since most of
their faculty members are women it does ensure that some women will be
appointed to good academlic positlions and have some administrative influence
on university life. Such independence and responsibility 1is not possible
under the Chinese system where the living unit has no academic aspect and
therefore the "Oxford plan" does not fit the Chinese system. It would be
an interesting-subject for research whether the opportunity afforded to
women in the English and Amerlcan types of educetion is not in some measure
responsible for theilr active share in the nations! life. On the continent
so far as we know, there are no such special condltionse

II, Comments on %Becific Plans for Ginling in Sectlon JV.
S e sadioe g 5 S e £ ‘4/

el el TR oW

e

A. Union with University of Nenking, as in first proposal.

Academically this plan removes from Uinling 6 of its present 10
departments, including the third, fourth and fifth in slze. Also it di-
vides sociology from social service. #Hoclology 1s our largest department
and has been for many years, and is a regudar soclology major, with em=
phasis on training for social service, and 1s much larger than the core
responding department at the University of Nenkings It is not clesr how
this separation would be worked out, nor what effect 1t would have on our
department, What is left as a "woman's college" is academically just odds
and ends with no relation to each other. To have colleges of Arts, Sclence,
Agriculturs and Women 1s illoglical and it seems impossible to find any
academic name for such en assortment as i1s left. This wes doubtless done
for the purpose of keeping the Ginling neme and leaving e group of depart-
ments in which women faculty would predominate, and thus keep some cintine
uity for the present Ginling., But it seems that very little of its char-
acter is maintained and that little at the expense of an arrangement which
has little else to be said for ite. The financial "independence" of the
woman's college would simply megn that the finencial assets of Ginling
would be aveilable for the support of the women's residences and women
faculty fors greatly enla rged group of women, belonging to the University
of Nanking. How much of the present mupport of Ginling would céntinue to
be available for such an institution is a question.

In such a plan we should in all probabability in actual practice
have very little influcnee on the university as a whole. There would be
one women dean out of four, representing a "college” which would probebly
not have very high academic standing in the viewpoint of the other colleges.
While in theory the commismion seems to envisage a union in which each
group would have 1ts share in the final arrangements, it seems unlikely
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it seems unlikely that there wouldbbe much chance for Yinling ways and
ldeas to be accepted. The two instituvions differ¢ in a number of respects
and past experience indicates that most of the adjustments would have to

be made by Ginlinge.

The report as written seems to imply that when union is brought about
1t 1s taken for granted that the university departments continue, with their
department heads becoming the heads of the joint department®, and such of
our faculty retained as the university administration approves. This would
be a most unfair basis of union. However, in conversation with Dr. Fenn
1t wes found that this 1s not quite what the commission had in mind, as this
description refers to the working of the plan after the union has been com=
pleted, and they have not considered the method of bringing about the union.
There should in theory be an equal opportunity for both departments in the
composition of the new joint department, but agein in practice thls would be

difficult to obtaine :
Be. The Alternative Plan.

This alternative, recommended by the commission, seems to have nothing
at all to be saild for it. The independent women's college here pictured
could not possibly maintain any prestige nor any real academlc standards.

It would soon degenerate into a small and unimportant finishing school. It
could at most be recognized as one "Yuen" by the Ministry of Education and
one Yuen by itself in the Chinese system would be an institution with no
stending at all. Also the New York Regents would probably not continue their
charter to such an institution, and its degree would have little value either
in China or Americaes It would be far better and more dignified for Ginling
to close entirely than to carry on that waye.

IIL. Other Conslderstions,

This plan of the commission was made with the idea that any worthwhile
degree of cooperation between independent institutions is impracticable and
also that any sort of federation which leaves each unit intact 1s also ime-
practicable. It is probably true thattat the Bresent time thé& degree of
cooperation which can be obtained between the University of “anking and
Ginling is not very great. It 1s more possible ih some departments then in
others, but unless the two adminlstrations push 1t very definitely it will
not succeed very far. One of the difficultles in the past and which would
almost surely continue into the future is that Ginling is, on the whole,
more willing to cooperate than is the University. The result of this fact
that we definitely plan to send our students to the University for certain
courses, while in the main they do not plan for it and do i1t only in emer-
gencies, or for occasional electives that a few students happen to want.
That in turn results in our sending a larger number of students to them than
they send to us. In recent years, with the pressure of the war situation aml
the very large number of courses which must now be offered in each flepartment
to meet the requirements of the present curriculum, there has been a much
greater degree of reciprocity in the exchange of students. In fact in the
spring of 1945 they sent more students to us than we to them, though the
number of courses in which they enrolled was fewer. The figures for that

term are ¢
No, of Students Courses Credits

Ginling to U. N, 119 ; 35 312
Nanking to Ginling 145 24 379
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The fact that with three other universities on thls campus to choose from
students from the University of Nanking reghstered in 24 different courses

at Ginling in one term shows clearly that Ginling, even on its present de=
pleted war-time progream, 1s able to hold its own in a cooperative scheme and
to offer courses, which both in variety and standard meet the needs of the
university students. If something 1like thils degree of cooperation could be
continued the saving in faculty would be considerable. These 59 courses in
which we cooperateéd last term would represent the teaching time of something
like 20 teachers. We do believe in the principle of this type of cooperetion
and if it could be tried with the full support of both adminstrations, includ-
Ing the deans of colleges, we believe 1t could be developed on a permanent

and mutually heneficial basis, On the otuer hand without the sincere support
of the administrations, such cooperation will probably rapldly decrease if the
fiinds avallable make 1t possibke to bulld wp separate and self-sufficlent de-

partments.

In any case, 1t should be possible to work out plans for cooperation on
library and other equipment so that journals, advanced reference books and ap=
paratus used for advanced or research work could be jointly used. We shall be
in a good position to do that when both instltutions are needing much new e=
quipment, and at this time the financial pressure will probably be sufficlent
to force some degree of joint planning, which will then probably be able to
continue. At the very least we can count on a certain amount of cooperation
which would benefit both institutions and reduce their expenses somewhat,

If it be admitted that the total amount of cooperation, at least for the
immediate future 1s likely to be small, then the question to be faced 1s whethex
it is sufficiently important for the Christien educational program to maintain
its leadership in the fleld of women's education to warrant the support of a
separate institution for women. We believe it is. We are aware that there
are at least two important difficulties to be reckoned with if such a plan is
to succeed. One 1s that of financial support. If the larger co=-educational
institutions are to have first priority on all funds colle cted jointly, it is
likely to mean that there will not be sufficlent left to maintain a women's
college that will be really strong. IHowever, it shouli be remembbred that a
considarable part of Ginling's support in the past, and probably also that of
Hwanan, has come from sources primarily interested in a women's instttution
and would probably fall off if these institutions were merged ipto co-sducation-
al ones. On the other hand, 1f the separate institution for women is contin-
ued 1t seems possible that otiaer women's colleges in A erica and perhaps in
Bngland might be enlisted as supporters, and some othe¥ sources of support de-
veloped that ar e primarily intersted In womens educstion. If this should oce
cur 1t would largely answer the financial part of the probdems. The other
main difficulty 1s in maintaining a strong faculty of wmmen, with enough per=-
manean® to give character and stability to the college. This is of course
always more difficult than in a men's institution, but should become essier as
the number of Chinese women prepared for this kind of work increases.

In the meeting of the Council of Higher Education held here recently,
the Ginling representatives felt that the whole question of womens higher edu-
cation has not been sufficiently studied in China, and in particular that in
the work of the three planning commissions in England, America end China, it
has not received tha gttention it deserves. In particular the thinking of all
these groups seems to have been too much dominated byf the fact that both the
wonen's colleges now in existence happen to be located in the same city with
a larger co=-educational institution, and the whole question has been thought
of more from the polfit of view of the relatlonshilp of these two patrs of ine
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stitutions than from that of the place of women's eduwation in the Christe
lan educational programe Particularly in Nanking, the desire to make Nan-

king one of the main centers, and therefore to strengtham it, has quite

naturally led to consideration of pooling all theresources in Nenking in
that one institution. DBut this geographical accident should not obscure
the larger questione We wonder, for example, whether any considerst ion

has been given to the possibllity of combining the two women's colleges

Into one strong one, instead of combining each of them with & men's ine-

stitution. It has even been suggested that such an institution need not
necessarily continue in Nanking, i1f it 1s felt unwise to have & smaller

one under the shadow of the larger one,

To sum up, the main point which we wish to stress is that we feel
a more thorough study should be made both in China and elsewhere, before
the final decision is made. The Council of Higher Education agreed to
this idea and voted to appoint a commission here in Chimm to make this
study and report a year later. We should therefore, in conclusion, like
to urge that no final and irrevocable decision be made until there has
been time for this study. It will not make any serilous difference to
any future plan if we return to Nauking and continue for another year as
we are, and then whatever the final declsion may be, everyone concerned
will feel better satisfied that 1t has not been made too hastilye.




Ginling College
150 Fifth Avenue
New York 11, N.Y.
Miss Ruth Chester October 27, 1945
Ginling College :
Chengtu, Szechwan, China

Dear Ruthg

Catharine Sutherland. We are glad to know thet Catharine is on her way home,
I earnestly hope that she is not long delayed in India, Her family are very happy to know

thet she is coming home. I hope thet her health will not be so bad thet it will rob them
of all the joy of ‘her return.

It is good to know that Evelyn Welmsley is at lest in Chengtu, She end Wu Mao=i
will help to lighten loads for this last refugee yeares I wish that I could say that

Stella were on her way, but I assure you that she will start as soon as we make the necese
sary arrangements.

I*11 talk over with Dr. Wiu the matter of a Barbour Scholarship for Hu Shih-tsange
I know that Dr. Wu has had thiu on her mind, and I think that she is plaming to do something
about it when she -oes out to Michigan on a visit about the firek of November, I am sure that,
whether Miss Hu finishes the year's tdaching at Ginling or not, it will be wiser to make
plans for her beginning with the fall, rather than the spring term, of 1946, 1I'll keep you
posted, c¢f course.

Thank you for the explanations about scholarshipse I hope that the girls receiving
the Winter scholarship are writing to Mrs. Winter occasionally, as that seems to be important
to her and to please her,

Your cable about Founders' Day wes duly received. We are glad to know definitely
the day that you are celebrating, and we pre making plans for a suitable observation of the
day heres I hope thet having Dr. Wu here at the time of Ginling's 30th Anniversary will
make it possible for us to establish some profitable contacts flor the College.

$200 for Student Aids Ginling has recently received a specisl gift of $200 to be
used for student relief, 1t was given to Djang Shui-gi by a men in Chicago "to help some
Chinese student.”" Miss Djeng offered it to Hung Dah-ling, but Miss Hung said she wanted it
used in China, so she gave it to us for "student relief" at Ginling. Dr. Wu says to use it
for extra food. The money has gone through the regular channels and you should have had
word from Miss Priest already., Mr. Lvans wrote her some time ago. This is just by way of
a statement from this of'fice.

Dr. Wu is writing you her personal plans, and will tell you about herself. I am
happy to sgy that she really seems very well, I am sure these weeks of rest have been ex-
ceedingly good for her,

You are much in our thoughts as you face the very difficult problems of this last
year in West Chinas. I know that in many ways the first year of peace 1s going to be more of
a strain than the war years, but at least it will be hope that marches with you on the home-
ward move in place of the uncertainty and desperation that were companions on the trek outward.

Thank you sgain for all the facts, figures and general informetion you send us,

Warmest greetings to all.
Affectionately,




Ginling College
150 Fifth Avenue
New York 11, N.Y,
Miss Ruth Chester Octcber 27, 1945
Ginling College
Chengtu, Szechwan, China

Dear Ruth:

Your letter of September 27th, with the suggestions from the foreign faculty of
Ginling enclosed, arrived on October 18th, which wes remarkably quicke The letter from
Nelson Liu, dated September 20th, giving the views of the non-alumnae faculty, and the one
signed by the alumnae faculty, under date of September 2lst, also arrived on October 18th,

These letters, giving so clearly and definitely the views of all of these groups,
are most valuable and we greatly g preciate the time and thoughtful work that they represents
I am elso very grateful to you for your comments and expdanations of the general situation.

I wish that you could have shared in several long heart-to-heart talks that Dr. Wu
and I have had recently, It is diffieult, indeed almost impossible, to put on paper all that
could be brought out in conversation. HOwever, I shall attempt to state the position of the
Planning Committee, the United Board and the Ginling Board of Founders, as we understand it
I say "the position" advisedly, as there is no basic difference of opinion emong these three
groups, which of course, are overlapping to a certain extent.

The Planning Committee®s statement is in the form of n suggestion, with at least
two qualifying phrases in it, thus making the whole very tentative. You will note that it
reads: "At Nanking, the University of Nanking and Ginling College, should, if feasible, be
located on near-by sites with maximum coordination of their facilities and educational proe
grams. We welcome the suggestion of the British Planning Committee that consideration be
given to a schemee......etc.”" This indicates that the Planning Committee itself felt that
this particular situation needs still further study before final recommendation can be made,
Even if the statement from the Planning Committee had been a definite one, with no qualificae
tions, it must always be remembered that no real authority lay behind it. That body can
only state the results of its deliberations. It has no power to enforce them., That final °
dedision resides in the administretive Boards on the field,

The United Board has no authority to alter the independent status of eny of the
colleges without the consent of the governing bodies of the institution concerned, so there
is no use to say anything more about the effect of the new orgamization on Ginling, It is
interesting to add, however, that Dr. Eric North, Cheirman of the United Boerd, has said
without qualification that he supports an independent woman's college, i.e, Ginling,

You have had the minutes of the meeting of the Ginling Board of Founders of Novem-
ber 12, 1948, showing that the Board of Founders have placed themselves squerely behind a woman's
college and pledged their “continued end increasing financial support" to Ginling, Thig ace
tion was reaffirmed at a meeting on June 28, 1945, and still represents the opinion of the
Boarde Naturally finencial considerations will have an importent place in final decisions.
As plans are now being made for the return of the colleges to their home campuses, it must
be borne in mind that such reestablishment must be regarded as an ad interim measure, not as
a final step, superseding the recommendations of the American Planning Committee end the
Planning Commission in China, Decision on permanent plans will be governed by the smount of
funds availeble and by the measure of cooperation deemed necessary. The chief concern in all
the deliberations in America has been to conserve any constructive and valuable program that
is being offered in China, and at the same time to present a plan that will win the whole=
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hearted support of those to whom we appeal for funds.

This gives you the formal actions and informally expressed opinions of the groups
in Americe definitely concerned with end responsible for Ginling, It is indedd most unfor-
tunete thet unfounded rumors have been circulated and that so much misunderstanding has ree
sulted.

The report that the Planning Commission in China has presented %o the Council of
Higher Education has just been received in New Yorke. It takes a more definite stand on the
whole matter of women's education than the Americen Plamning Committee recorded, and recom=
mends an even more thorough-going coordination between Nanking end Ginling than is sponsored
in America.

Cordially yours,




Ginling College
Chengtu, China
Uct s v;‘l,n 1945,

uear Cornelias

g % haxe Just finished a rather hasty summary of the news we have had so

far from Yanking. IL'm not sure 1 got it all in, but I think the main things
are there, anyhows I wrote 1t in that form so 1 could elso send a copy to the
London office. As you will see, and also know from the ceble I sent Dr, Wu
yesterday, I am hoplng to get off to Nanking very soon for a visit. I shall
have to go to Chungking first, which I would have to do anyway, it seems, since
1 lost my pessport 2L weeks ago. One must apply in person for a replacement
and there 1s now no representative in Chengtu, so that's that. I had decided
anyway thet I couldn't wangle the down-r@ver trip Irom heras. So I am going to
Chungking as soon as possible, by air if L can, and if not then by bus. The
Embassy wrote thet they would give me the prilority certificate to fly to Shang -
hai, so I think that im falrly sure. I may get delaved byt the passport, but
hope L can get some sort of temporary paperd So_if all goes well 1 shouddbe
inwdanking soon after the middle of Yovember. 4 plan to stay H}Ou? two weeks
and then fly back, direct 1f'I can, and via Shagghal and Chungking if necessary.
I'm very oxcited over the prospecy and hope @ shall not be disappolinted,

At present we are enjoying almost a surfeit of lectures from i@port?nt
visitors. Dr. Quentin Pan is here from Tsir s and he 1s very i“?ﬂre%ﬁ?“g
they say, though I cannot confirm X ‘ . have not 5?*1%?§T§P2%§°
Prof. and Mrs, Roxby of the Dritish Councll ars nero, hﬂvff&quGE‘ﬂgi;c;;i J
two weeks now. hey are both lecturing, I - smell &fo“P@Agﬂqu‘bﬁ
lines and partly general ones. His field is Ueography, with empﬁ?»}-qfé de -
human geography and hers is history, so they make a good tﬁ3m°} ;12%6; fo;
lightful people and we are enjoying them persunally algo. W6 Al MESEEET
dinner the first week they were hers, with our history and gedfraphy faculty
and then on Monday night we had them for a simple supper preceding an in-
for mal discussion with the while faculty. That was a very good evenlng and
people asked questions and I think it was enjoyed by alle r. and iJrs. Needham
ars also here for a few days on thelr way back from the north, and we are

having them for tea this afternoon.

)
m

lpnere 18 a oroposa@'to shorten the year's work even more drastically

than the original plan, but I don't lmow what the outcome will be. Some think
we should finish in A pril so as to move before hot weather comes. Lt will
not affect this t erm anyhow.

My, Walline has g discouraging report from Chungking &8s to prospects of
other missionaries returning in the near future which makes me doubt 1T 8tella
can get here soon enough to be of any use. As you know our second TR
beginning Jan. 1l4th, actual classes, and 1t will be shortened considerably, so
unless she cen be here gquite surely near the beglnning of the term it will nol

be worth while for her to
. f come to Chengtu.
g;ogggigebg a pity for her to take the lgng
i riip via Indaa only to get here about in time to start anoty a
Otner dbng

and @ifficult trip down rivig. It woudd be better t

. ‘ O come back to S ha d
in the smmmer. Stella would not be of any use | g hapnghai
Harriet Whitmen would. v i T

I have Just heard t} ;
day after tomorrow by planelere may be acheace of my getting off to Chungking

» but L hardly dare hope for Bty 1 hope to send

TH\ e .
i you stu@en? statistics in this letter, but they may not be ready°$ Gujxyn

) i




GINLING COLLEGE
Summary of Reports Received from Nanking
I. Regarding Property.

: After the Japanese moved out the Chinese 6th route army moved in, omn

Sept. 248h. On 25th they began moving our truckleoads of furniture etc.

and our faculty members there appealed to UYeneral Liso, who stopped i1t im.=
mediately, and also moved out the army and returned the property to our caei"®
on the night of the 26th. A conslderahle amount was moved before it got stop-
ped but they hope some may be returned later. They immediately got watchmen
on duty and did everytiing possible to protect what was left. Some of our
group actually moved in on Vct., l4th, including Mrs Tsen and Blenche Wu. They
are living in "400" one of the student dormitories.

Bulldings externally look all right, except that the recitation building hes

a sort of porch with roof, from which a cement stairway goes up to the rgidge
of the roof where a watch~tower was located. Internally "600" has suffered
most with all the Internal partitions removed. I believe this has also been
done 1In some other bulldings, and some additional partitions added. One letter
sald “"They made blg rooms into small ones and small one¢s into big ones"™. All
metal fixtures such as door knobs, locks, etc are gone, walds have holes,
windows no glads, etc. and everything very dirty. There seems to he & large
amount of minor damage but no majJor structural damage except to interior par-
titiohs

New buildings, They have added a large number of new buildings of wooden con=

struction, indicated on enclosed map, and have also completed the partly built

faculty house = according to their plan, not ours, but we have no detaild as to
what 1t is like. They report that the material in these buildings can be sold

to advantage 1f sold soon, and that 1s one reason for my proposed trip to Nan-

king to help make some of these declsions.

Grounds. Trees seemd to have survived surprisingly well from the pictures and
also from letters. Gardens and lawns are of course mostly gone and covered
with bulldings, but they ars more easily replaced than trees. Main entrance
gate 1s on “inghail Hd. facing Purple Mt. and 1s quite good looking, in a red
brick wall which extends about half way round - all of the East side and a large
part of the South side and a 1ittle on the “orth. A motor road runs between

the Chapel building and the science bullding, up to the faculty houses on the
South H1ill, and there is a well bullt dugeout in the side of the hill near liiss
Splcer's house, A fine tall flag-pole is another aguisition.

Furniture and Eguipment In the main our furniture is gone, but there 1s a fair
amount of Japanese furniture there, some of which can be used at lesst temporar -
1ly. Chapel pews, science lecture hall chairs are stidl there. Library tables
were used as dinling tables but are stilll there, and most of the library shelves
are sti1ll there., Three or four planes (reports disagree) are also there or
where they can be returned. Japanese beds (cheep iron ones) benches, tables
etc., apparently in sonsiderable quantity. No scientific equipment at all,

Power plant, pump and central heating plant boller are missing. WNothing sseid
about piping, radiators etc. Iecent letter says they are getting people from
city water and electric companies to repalr and reconnect ug, so i think wiring
gnd water pipes must be nearly intact, and city service 0.K. Probably it will
not be necessary to replace light plant and pump etc.

Librery . About 30,000 of our books (approximately helf of the former library)
have been found and repurchased from various second hand stores gnd are being

sorted. They hope they may be able to find more as they have time for more .
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thorough search. So far we have no idea what books are reclaimed.

Repalr work, Prices, etc. Prices in Nanking at present considerably lower

than here, but rapidly rising as communications improve, so that they will
soon be ¥ery sigilar to ours. Contrectors find it impossible to maks estimates
both because of rapldly changing prices and also because many kins of material
are not available at the moment and they have no 1deea what the price will be
when they are available., We should sell quickly what we want «to sell, as they
will bring more now than later when other materials are more avallable., It
will take several monthe to put things in order at best. Mrs Tsen says if we
want things ready by summer womeone should go down ab once and meke decisions
and get things started. Miss Upester 1s planning to go within a few dayse.

II. Presont Work in Nanking.

In order to protect the bulldings and to prevent future occupation they
have started a small middle school. This was due to open on the 20th of Octs,
and we have no definite word how many students they have. 180 took the en-
trance tests, but we think the number actually enrolled 1s considerable smalle
er. It is mainly a day school though a few whose h6mes are far away will be
boarders. Mees are relatively high, as they are planning for it to be self=
supporting. Blanchh Wu is principle, iHwang Lil-ming Treasurer and Dean of
Discipline, Mrs. Tsen business manager and these and others are doing the

teaching.

Renting of Buildings. Maculty residences across the street from the presant
campus have been rented for a year at %10,000 C.M.C. per month and they are
planning to rent the faculty residences on the south hill.

III. Plans for return. These can hardly be called plans as yet, but we are
definitely shortening the present school year so as to be fin?shedTin April

or Mgy and thus able to starg moving before hot weather sets :hji hii w%ll
also give time for getting things 1n shepe for the fall termo. 1t pr;»eneven
travel is very difficult and veryﬂexpensive, but a few people arc going 2
entirely private individuals and famllieso. Dhie Wi, Bubneny Lasuss . ogsnisy
certificates for American®m and perhaps for some others, to travel by{ army _

transport planes, if they have urgent buminess and cennot et other means of
going soon enough. I wrote to them and received a reply which assures me of
such a priority certificate if L call at the embassy end ask for it, so I am
going to Chungking as soon as L e¢m . L shall fly to Shenghal and then g0 up
from t heir by train to Nanking° I plan to stay about ¥wo weeks and hope I

may be lucky enough to get a peturn trip directly from Nanking to Chengtu, but
there 1s no assurance of that. I hope not to be away more than a monthe

Alrmail letters come through in good time, sometimes only 5 oré days, but are
irregular, some being much quicker than others.

Other News

Founders Da lanss The date has been set rather late this year, Nov. 24 and 2Ff
On Saturday afternoon we plan a tea reception to faculty of other universities
on this campus and other friends of the colle ge, and alumnae, in honor of the
30th anniversary and also because 1t is our last Founders lgy in Chengtue

The usual "banquet" will be omittedd because there is no place where it can be

held. The larger number of students this pyar already fills the space aﬂd leave
no room for faculty and guests., In the evening we plan for a series of “anking

and Yinling moving pilctures, which the present students have not seem and
which they will be especladly intere:ted 1n thls year. There will also be some
brief historlcal sketches to go with the pictures. This program will take less
work and involve fewer people than the usual type of thing, which seemed ad=-
visable necause of & program being put on the previous week and also the
ghortened term which wlll make everyone more busy. _ i\
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Ginling College
150 Fifth Avenue
New York 11, N. Y,
Miss Ruth Chester December 10, 1946
Ginling Codllege
Chengtu, Szechwan, China

Dear Ruthg

Regents Statistics. Your good letter of October 13th, with information for the
Regents reports enclosed, reached us quite promptly, and should have been acknowledged be=-
fore this, Too many meetings! We are greteful for the statistics, and are happy to have
the Regents reports all made out and properly signed by Dr. Wu and off our minds for
another years, : :

Reports from Nanking. We were very glad to get the word you sent us about the
campus in Nankinge We have also had a report from Bill Fenn after his recent visit there,
His account was not too encouraging, but perhaeps we should be grateful that there is anye
thing at all left. We were very happy to have the cable saylhg that you were in Chungking
on your way to Nanking, for I know that it will be of the greatest value to the College to
have you in Nanking for a while, not to mention the joy and satisfaction your visit will
be to the Ginling group in the citys. I shall be most eager to get your report and hope
that you were not too depressed by what you found,

Dre Wu. Dre Wu's plans are still not certain, She sent a cable one day this
week, offering two possible dates for her return and she will not meke her final decision
until she has an enswer from the College in Chengtus She has just phoned me to say that

she is sending you a letter, explaining her cable more fully, so I will not go into those
details here,

I fully realize how important it is for her to get back to Chengtu as plans are
being made for the return %o Nanking, but I also know that her presence in Americs is exe
ceedingly valuable as important décisions about the future of Ginling are being mades
More of that later,

Dr. Wu wents to go to Nanking on her way to Chengtu and that, of course, would be
most valuable to the Colleges I am afraid there is no possibility of her visit coinciding
with yours,

Stellas You will be glad to know that Stelle at lmst has her passport énd we hope
$0 get passage for her very soomns I cennot say now whether she will go first to Shanghai 1
or straight to India and in, Mr. Evans and Dr. W both seem to feellthat the She gkai route
will be quicker and more direct. Stella is now in California, and I do not know whether
she will come east again or note It will depend on what passage we secure for her,

Founders' Daye. On November 28th, there was a meeting of the Ginling Commi ttee,
which takes tne place of the Board of Founders in the new United Boarde The business meet-
ing occupied the morningd Then we hed lunnheon together, and in the afternoon, there was
a special service of worship and dedlcation as a 30th Anniversery celebratione MNrs. Roys
preparsd a very beautiful service, and Dr. Wu and Mrs. Thurston both spok? briefly. It was
a very rainy afternoon and the attendance was small, but the spirit wes fine and meny people
have spoken of how muck such a service meant. Mrs. Thurston and Dr. Cora Reeves were both
here for the day, as was also Grace Chuy Mrs, New and Mrs., T. F. Tsiang are both in the cikty
end & number of other Girling graduates were present at the service and so it was a very fine
femily gethering. We have sent you, by ordinary five-cent postage, a copy of the service

thet Mrs. Roys prepared.
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We were happy to have the caeble of greetings on the 30th Anniversary from the
Ginling elumnee. This cable was read to the meeting on the 28th, Dre Wu had also had the
cable felling of the $10,000,000 endowment fund raised by the Ginling alumnae for the 30th.
Anniversary, end this information, too, was given to the Committee on the 28the I wish you
could have been there to see the joy that this cable brought end to have felt the tremendous
admiration of the Committee for the courage and hard work that raising such a fund repre-
sented. A minute of appreciation was entered in the recordss I hope that the cable I sent
from the Committee reached you in time for your celebmations on the 25th,

Consideretion of Plans far the Futures At the meeting of the Committee in the
morning, Dr. Wu made e masterly statement on the posibion of Ginling in the total educational
progrem in Chine, B8he related the report of the Flanning Committee in Americe and that of
the Flanning Commission in Chine to the place of Ginling end its congribution and came to
the conclusions that found unanimous support in the Committee as a wholes I do not need to
say to you what those conclusions weree When she had finished, there was silence for a few
moments, end then one of the women present said, "There really is no room for discussion as
we are all in such perfect agreement with Dr. Wu." I have not yet written up the minutes
of that meeting, but when they reach you you will see that the Ginling Committee has again
taken a strong action supporting Ginling as an independent lollege.

In your letter of October 13th, you say, "I shall be sending you in a few days
our Ginling comments on the recommendations of thet Planning Commission which we do not
like," I think that I can safely say to you that the recommendations of the Plenning Come
mission in Chine on the matter of women's education did not meet with any mcre favoreble
reception in America at the recent meeting of the Planning Committee than was accorded them
in the meeting of the Cpuncil of Higher Education in Chinae There is a Commission on Women's
Education here in America, which is making a special study of this whole problems, I was ine
terested to see that the Council of Higher Education had appointed e Committee to study the
problem of women's educations When these two special groups have brought in their reports,
perhaps there will be a different slant to the recommendations of the Planning Commission,
At the meeting of the Planning Committee here in New York on December lst, there was very
little discussion of the problem of women's education, as the general feeling was that such
discussion should weit until the Woman®s Commission had brought in its reports

I cannot tell you how happy I am to have your very fine document, embodying the
recommendations of the Faculty Executive Commi ttee and other faculty members on this total
issues Such a statement will be of the greatest value to the me etings of the Women's Come
mi ssion, and also to the Plenning Committee, and I assure you it will reckégve the most caree
ful consideration by these bodiese All of us in the office who have reed this statement
feel that it is exceedingly fine in its =pirit, fair in its approach and thoroughly sound
in its premise, Such a document will certainly have great weight in the final decisionss

As Dr, Wu is doubtlessly expleining to you in the letter to which I have already
referred, the Woman's Commission will meet in the latter part of Janusry end the Planning
Committee in Marche I will keep you posted on developments as I know them,

Bookse I have just written to Wu Maso=i and have tbld her that if you and she
agree, we will duplicate the order for Chemistry books that were lost in the fire in India
end send them to Nanking. It does not seem wise to send any more books to Chengtu now, but
we are getting a number of boxes ready to ship to Nanking as soon as the way is opens I
hope that they will be there by the tige the College is ready to use thems

We have done nothing about getting the books requested by other departments, as
it became evident that mailing them to Chengtu was not satisfactorys Now, however, wé shall
begin on these lists and get them to Nankinge
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Gifts for Miss Grace Chen

We have recently received two gifts & $5,00 each for Grace Chen, Bishop Robin
Chen's deughter. One is from Miss Caroline lorter, Box 2084, Philedelphia, Pennsylvenia,
and the other from Deaconess Ethel Percy, 519 No EBuclid Avenue, Ontario, Californiaes This
money will be sent through Miss Priest in the wsual way that such personal gifts are handled,
Of course, Miss Chen will want to write to these two friends snd we have therefore included
their addresses. J

This will reach you long after Christmas, but it brings you my greetings for -the
season just the same, end my best wishes for better days in the coming years

Affectionately yours,

CSM:ef
Via China Clipper:




! Ginling Coliege
Nanking.
Deec. 13th, 1285,

vear Corneliac

I'w enclosing & very hasty cccount of my im ressions in Nanking,
wnich I wrote in tuis form so I could send a co.y to L.nuon too. I hope you
can glean some publicity material from it, though it is useless in its presed
form I know. It has been a great joy to be here and does really give me the
feeling that the war is over at lcast and there is some nope of beginning a
new era. I am €ager tor the day when we can move buck to stey, for this vist
is very tontalizing. O course it is a deprcssing place in many ways - more
so as one sluys longer, 1 think, but I don't qu.te agree with those who have
called it a deaa clty, for I teel it is just beginning to awaken, sort of in
the rubbing its eyes stage. New _eople arc returnin; every day, so that one
spenus a lot of timc receciving visitors who have Jjust come ana run over to
see the campus or their friends here. How they wil. get any work done in the
next few months I d.n't know. ‘

I'm having to cut my visit short as they huve shanged the plane
scheuule to Cinengtu to Tuescay instead of Friday and ¥ have to iLeave here
Monaay instesd of Thursday. I shall have only about 10 days altogether, here
but 1t is enuugh to do tne most .mportent tiiings and the visit has been well
worth while, I feel. e can plan much more intelligently now. I do hope
Herriet can get here soon for tiey need her badly. We arc about giving up on
wtella for ncxt term, uniess tney nave fouw svwe wora ol ner since I last hean
tfrom them in Chengtu.

Chen Shin-dzung is spplying for a schadlarship unucr the lHome
secon. hAssoclation, whica I am supporting guite strongly. I've not hod a gRam
chance to talk to Dr. ¥%u yet, but my icea 1s to prepare her to come back and
be general supcrvisor anu dircctor of dormitories, with some others workiémg
under her. She 1s a very practical anu business-like little thing and likes
tosl sort of work. Your know how difficult it is to get the rigint peop.e for
-1t and how much trouble they have with students unlcss they have academic
standlng. oo 1f she has a yesr or L.o in America, and comes bzck for that
work, togetuer wita some teacning in the Home Econ. dep't I tuink it would be
fine. [ think Dr. Wu will like the idea for she had alre:dy thought of ner
as 8 busliness manager, which is partly the same ty,e of work. ©She is a chem-
istry major and is now teaching in that department, but her r«al abilities
lie in the practical line rather than in academic work, znd we do not feel
she 1s enough of a student to do very much in graduste work in chemistry. I
hope very much that sne ean get thls chance and prepare herself. €br this kind
of work.

I wish I could wait here for Dr. ‘u, but will try to write out
some of my ldeas for her :nd we can discuss taem firther after she gets to
Chengtu. I cannot wait, for I am &dready avay too long for the work that is
waiting there., I do hope I get the plane ticket for tne 18th from Chungking
to Chengtu, btherwise I shall be in serious trouble. I'm naving all tne
wires: pulled that I can think of and trust it will work. I'm flying from
fere on Monuay and noping to ®igmgx go rignt on ta Chengtu Tuesday.

Affectionately yours,
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