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Derr Zvag

I 2m sorry I did noat heve time towrite yau laat veek, {immedisnt aly
2fter the decision wae finally mede cancelling Dr, Wu's trip, but T
heve been "busy to desth" with schedule and sther detaile nf gettineg a
new term sterted 2nd simply could nnt do it befnre, ZLven now it will
have to be brief, for the time =2t my disposal is verv ehort and T den't
want to delay it l6nger,

I know how very disappointed you will 211 be to find that aha 4a
not coming and it will probahly he herd for vonu tn see a1l the resssne
which led finally, =2nd regretfully to thnt decision, Tt is one of h e
difficultiées of any such nroblem thet you 2t thit end can never fully
underastand our pnint nf view nnr cen we avar fully snnrecierte vours,
But we hnve done sur beat to see it fram 1) wides and ap ent much tinme
and thought and nr=ver on the mettar,

For some time Dr, Wu herself and a1l the re«t n® us wh- knew »f

plan expscted that she wnubd pgp =nd wae waere vlennineg thing with that in
view, But as the uncertaintise nf the whnlae war ejiturtim grew grectar
and more and more unknowns entered intns +he aubdetinn wve became 1ess sure
that it was reelly wise, I am suras thet all these unecearteinties sre

much more real and imminent ¢tn us herae than they are to vou, =nd in
particuler we know that even now trsvel 1is difficult and dmngersus,

There have been several plenes lost, »2nd nthers whiech herd +n moke

forced lendings, hetween herea »nd Hongkong, within tha 1rat faw weeks,
and T just lennned todsv of 2nother th-t hns been miesing far 3 or 4
deys, Thet memns thet wven hetween hara =nd Honeknne there 13 more
danger then there wers, and several of the best Chinese vilots havw

been killed and nsne or #wo Americans and T have heard thet others sare
planning to resign, It seems to me quite nossi¥ e that plene service

may be discontinued, or reduced to sueh infrequency and denger that 14

is not a preacticable menns of trevel, »nd theat mieht mern +hat s har re ta
turn she would have to come overland from Rangoon which is = long, tiress
and also dangerous trip, T heard the other dey that at one 0f the rivers
whose bridge is nut, there wera 300 trucks waitine tn be ferried mcross
and they ce2n get ehout six nver in nne davi These and m ny other considj
erations made us heave to face the fact thet she micht not be atle tn peat
back in May or emrly June == planned, Tt is too errly nw to settle
questions in régerd to next yesr's faculty, 2nd 4f she shnould bHe saway
longer than thraough May it would be too 1ate, There sare manvy factars in
the present war situstim which merkae for restlesenmas =and 1t is n~t anay
to maint=in a stehle, strong faculty, Ve all felt thet 44 ig verv ime
portent thet she be herae towerds the end of the presant ¢t erm, »nd we did
not see how we could look H rwsard to tho+ at 211 cenfidently 4f €he snuls
go on this ¢rin, Tn fect T avan felt thet the mere foct 6f hWr poing
might effect the situstinn adversely in certain coseg, aven thouzh{/

she got bmeck on time, Tt is doubtless disaprointine ton yvou to reniize
the urgency of this snd severesl other probbems which m=ake us feel we coan
not wisely spare her for more thsn =a short time, hut fecte are frets,

and wars do lots of other thinm to reovbe’'s paychology hesides t%e
obvious ones, From s distence it is e2sy for vou to 1deelize our situs-
tion and noet be fully mware 0% the meny very difficult problems wa hrwe

Yo work out, but T em sure ther wers = number of nthars besides mysalf ¥
who heaved 2 greest sigh ~f ralief when ¢ he decision was finally mede,

She mede it herself, and we would not hsve held her here 1 s«he hed fips)
ly decided to go, hut we ecould nnat rightly concerl fram her some 5¢ war
sorious misgivine ,
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Dr, Wu herself is very tired, snd is such 2 nonr traveller thnt
it seemdd probable thet the trin mi ght do more harm thm good, BShe
gets zirsick even between here =2nd Chunegking whi rh is only about &n
hours trdp and she dreaded the clivver trip very much, This wes not
one of th» main fectors in the #ecision, but one that some of us ennld
not entirely overlook,

5¢ in view of such problems as faculty housing, student housine
and the number to admit, faculty salaries 2nd allowsnces 2nd living
costs, the continuation of the presgsent staff, snd securine of several
important sdditions for next vesar, the spirit and morikde of the whole
group, not to mention all sorts of vnssibilities of emerrency situstions
eand decisions both here and in Nankine, which e¢ennot be foreseen or
planned for ahead, it has seemed to us 211 thst the future welfaras of
the collese would be better served bv keepine her here, than bv lattine
her go st this time, for an uncertsin period,

Another factor of some importance from +this end ie that thare wonuld
certainly be a good bit of criticism, hoth with 1n and outside of Gin-
ling, of her leaving 2t this time, Cnlvy a few of usas e¢2n re #m11ze the
value of her presence in Americe =2t such 2 time, and t»n others {4 1lnoks
a2 rood #eal 1ike & captain deeerting his ship in the midat of & hie
storm, That 2lone would not be sufficiant to keen her from goine if it
were cle2rly the right thine to dn, but when it meemed verv doubtfud

I don't feel ms if T have nresented it 211 very adequately =nd you
may still feel that these considerstions sre not weipghtv enough to werrant
the decision, bhut in the end +the best we cmn ask is tha+ vou realdze thet
it wes most eernestly and carefully considered, with the balance of spin-
ion definitely in favor of her going far » lonz time, and that we hove
done mhat we honestly feel is beat for Ginling, Tf we ar mistsken we
are sorrv, hut we feel the possible losses of her poaine might erestlv
outweigh the values, i{f she were delayed in return, and no one coan tell
how that would be,

T must run for a dinner engapgsment, e2nd there will bHe no more time
for some days, so this must b mriled tomorrow, T hove vou will underastnd
and help to exvrlain to othere wha will be disavnointed,

I'm using 2 borrowd tynewritar which mccount a far same of the errnrs,
though not for 211 of them, T must 2dmit, Haste does not improve mv
techniaue!

With =11 good wishes, sincere lv,

oy Mot
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NOTE: The following is a reading of the talk given by Dr. Ruth Chester, professor
of chemistry and associate dean of Ginling College in Chengtu, Szechuan, China.
Ginling College is the only college for women in China., Her talk is entitled:

"WOMEN IN WAR TIME CHINA"

I am to tell you this morning something about the women of China and how
the war has affected theme I wonder what you think of when you hear the phrasse,
the "Women of China." Perhaps of bound feet and arranged marriages where the bride
has nothing to look forward to except the hope that her husband and her mother-in-
law may not be too exacting and that her behavior may be acceptable to thems Those
days have passed but in order to understand the amazing change which has occurred
it is well to remember that even in the old days there was the mother=-in-lew and the
grandmother and they were powers to be reckoned with and often administered & com=
plicated family over which they presided with great skilla

The educated modern women have a place in Chinese public life today, un=-
equalled, so far as I know, in any other country. Both men and women in China have
accepted the principle of equality between the sexes more thoroughly and more en-
thusiastically than was done in the west; but far more significant are the many evi-
dences that it is not merely a theoretical principle. Both provineial and national
political councils have women members., The national organization known as the People's
Political Council which meets about twice a year to discuss political problems and
meke recommendations to the government has fifteen women members out of two hundred
and forty. Nearly half of these women have received their education in Christian
schools and colleges and more than half of them have studied in America or Europe.
Six of them are educational administrators, two more are teachers, one a lawyer, one
is engaged in economic research, one in social welfare work and four are in politi-
cal life. At the last meeting of this council one of these women was elected as one
of the five presiding officers and was later especially commended in the press for
her able charmenshipe This same woman has also been chairmen of the National Chris-
tian Council of China for several years and was leader of the whole Chinese delegation

to the International Missionary Conference in Madras two and a half years ago and

took her turn in presiding over that international gathering, the only woman to do so.
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Recently the presidents of the four Christian colleges and universities
which are now cooperating here in Chengtu, three of them men, invited a prominent
women educator to be the speaker for the joint baccaleureate service this June. In
her reply she commented on their choice of a woman and mentioned by way of contrast
that when she first went to school she had to ride back and forth in a closed sedan

to avoid being seen on the street,

Mme., Chiang Kai-shek, internationally known and brilliasnt wife of the
Generalissimo, stands shoulder to shoulder with him in carrying the heavy responsi-
bilities which now rest on the leader of the country and is the orgenizer and co-
ordinator of meny different relief and reconstruction projects for women and children.
But such women as I have been talking about are, of course, only a very small frac-
tion of China's women. What about the others and how has the war affected them? It
is as true in Chine as it is the world over th;t women and children are in many ways
the worst sufferers from the ravages of ware. In the occupied areas when the Japanese
armies came into a city, young men were killed by the thousands while some more for-
tunate ones managed to make their escape into the interior. In either cese women
were left without any male relatives and often without homes or household goods or
money. Efforts to establish them in some sort of remunerative work failed to touch
the greater part of.the need, for Japanese occupation has almost completely destroyed
economic life and there is no outlet for anything these women might produce. Thousands
of them and their little children cen be kept alive only by direct relief until the
time when something more constructive and more permanent cen be done. Such relief
has been given continuously for more than three years in many of these districts, but
the funds available have not at any time been at all adequate to meet the needs. As
time goes on and the first shock end horror of their suffering passes it is easy to
forget their continuing need and to feel satisfied that we have helped in the past,

¥

gha% the pangs of hunger are no less sharp when they have been experienced for several

yearse. On the contrary the effects of such deprivation on the health of the children

especially becomes increasingly tragic as the years go by.




MAY 30 1941

WOMEN IN WARTIME CHINA = 3

Other women, more fortunate probably in the long run, gathered their children
and perhaps a few small possessions end started on the long trek to relative safety,
though Japanese bombs have followed many of them to this day. In many ocases, the
journey was made in several stages and took months to complete. Children suffered
from exposure and hunger end distracted mothers could only helplessly watch their
agony until death brought release. I remember hearing of one woman who started out
with five children, but only one was left when she finally reached her destination
and there were doubtless meny others like her,

Recently I heard the story of a young girl of eighteen who ceame from a fairly
well-to=do merchant femily in Hankow. She walked from Hénkow to Chungking, more than
six hundred miles of very difficult country with ebout a hundred schoolmates, and the
school was reopened in a smell place outside Chungking. After a few months, the long
hard journey and the months of undernourishment had made her ill and no medical help
was aveilable there, so the school principal gave her a few dollars and she set out
for Chengtu, again on foot as she had not enough money for eny other means of trevel.
When she reached the hospitsl here, examination revealed a tubercular foot which would
require some months of treatment. Various people who learned of her story contributed
some money and after two months in the hospital and four more of rest, she was cured
and is now back in schooles But for every one who is thus helped there are hundreds
lef't strended, many of them young people who ere the promise of the future, The total
amount contributed to this girl was only about fifteen U.Se. dollars. Prices have
risen enormously and several times that would be needed now, but it is still true
that small gifts in Americean money are greatly multiplied in usefulness here,

What are the women of China doing to meet such needs as these? MNany of them
are today giving their services in different types of work for their less fortunate
sisters.s They are constemtly handicapped by the lack of trained women to staff ade-
quately the work they are trying to do. Educational work therefore claims some of the

best talent in order that an increasing number of women with high ideals may be made
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ready to help. That such work is both needed and appreciated is evident by the con-
tinual requests received by such a college as Ginling to recommend graduates for posi-
tions of all sorts: teachers, Y.W.C.Ae secretaries, supervisors and workers in activities
under the women's committee of the New Life liovement and women workers under church,
educetional or government auspices, requests far in excess of the number of students
graduating, This is a clear indication of the need to strengthen and enlarge our
Christian colleges and universities that they more nearly meet the demends placed on
them by a rapidly developing nation.

Most of the orgenizations which are doing work for women ere affiliated with
the women's advisory committee of the New Life Movement which tries to correlate these
different efforts and itself to undertake new work in fields not already covered.

Meny of the activities thus carried on are similar to those found in any country at
war; first aid units, especially for the care of civilien air raid casualties; the
preparetion of hospital supplies; garments and comforts for soldiers; collecting of
money for special relief projects and for contributions to government wer funds are
typical examples. In addition, China faces need for propaganda and educational work
among her millions of uneducated people that they mey understand what their nation

is suffering and be prepared to bear their share of the burden loyally. Girl scouts,
factory girls and students as well as more mature women have taken a part in such work.

The enormous refugee problem was appalling in the early months of the war and
is still a very serious one. No one really knows how meny millions of people fled
from their homes during the first two years of the war, moving farther and farther
westward as the Japanese army advenceds Two committees were formed under the New Life
Movement; one on the improving of living conditions and one on the care of child refugees.,
These committees in some cases arranged for the evapuation of large groups such as one
of four thousand women factory workers from Hankow and placed them in newly opened
factories in the interiore. Severe bombings in various cities, especially Chungking,

have provided additional refugee problems, Probably the most important single piece

of work done by any part of this women's orgenization is that which provides the
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physicel cere and treining for more than twenty thousend refugee children, many of

them war orphens, other separated, at least temporarily, from their families.

Many people feared that the war would put an end to the fine progrems for
mass education, improvement of public health, rural community service, industrial
organization, agriculturel improvement and the like which were just getting a good
starte This has, of course, been true to some extent and completely true in occupied
areas., On the other hand, wholly new projects of this nature have been started in
interior regions where little or nothing has been done before, and this emphasis on
long range constructive programs for the upbuilding of the morele of the country eand
its economic resources is very significant and encouraging. The rurel service com=
mittee of the New Life Movement, for example, has trained groups of high school girls
who go out in teams into rural centers under the leadership of college women. They
live in the community, hold classes in hygiene, elementary civics and reading, and
advise and help the women in meny weys. Thef'country people respond eagerly. Fre=
quently groups of students spend their vacations in some form of rurel service.
Nearly eighteen thousand country people visited a three-dey exhibit and progrem put
on last winter by college girls from Chengtu assisting the regular staff of a rurel
service station supported by the college.

In closing I should like to tell you about one of my former students who was
here recently on a visit. She majored in Physical educetion and graduated ten years
agoe After her graduation she taught for six years in a physical training school in
North China. When the waer broke out, she lost all her possessions, including a menu-
script of physical education material which she had been working on. She got away
safely, however, and returned to her native place in central China. She was distressed
to find that there was no school there and decided to start onee. She had no money,
but she begen hunting for teachers and pupils and a building and soon had a school
goings It grew repidly and seemed to be filling a real need. Seing her administra-

tive ability, the principal authorities asked her to be wice director of the women's
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bureau of the provincial government. She refused because she did not weant to leave
the school.

A few months later the request was repeated more urgently and she agreed to
try it if they would meke provision for the school. The provincial government then
took over the school, appropriated money for it and it is going on nicely. Now she
gives her time to the women's work in the province. She came to Chungking for a
national conference of rural workers and also to try to find at least two more col=
lege graduates to join in the work she is doinge. She sought them in Chungking and
here in Chengtu and finally had to return with no one to add to her staff. So I would
like to leave with you three pictures, First: the picture of the great suffering and
need of the women of Chine, second: the picture of the devoted and creative work her
educated women are already doing, and third: the picture of these same women hindered
and hempered from realizing more fully their vision for their sisters by lack of money
end lack of fellow workers., By your gifts to the colleges and to all forms of relief
you cannot only render much needed material assistance, but you cen also encourage

and strengthen these brave women to continue their great tasks.




Ginling College
Chengtu, China.
Nov, 1, 1942,

Dear Friends:

Tt is certeinly time I should break the two years silence and get some
sort of letter off to you all. Last year I did not get it done before Christ-
mas and planned to write during the winter .vacation imstecd, but when that
time came mail did not seem to be going through at sll and I had no heart to
write letters that might never got anywhere. Now at leést pert of the meil
goes through in quite good time, so it seems worth trying :=gain. iy last
letters from my s'<ga; hEVf talten 5 or 8 weeks - airmeil all the way, so that
is not toe bad consi the difficulties, Even ordinary b cent letters
do come through 1 i : & ﬂOﬁTH: time, g0 if you 1Qn't feel like indulging
in the extravagance ‘ vou cen still write to me. Apparently almost
everyone has assumed th ts no use to write, so nlease reform! I received
Christmes czv‘ﬁ i_f Seg from gquite & few of you which arrived scattered alom
from March or August, but I think probably most of them got here
eventually, and were f{ ,;r apprecisted, even though olit of season.

[n the mein it would be true to say at our life and our work here nhas
continued without any great change since the last leG I wrote you, elthough
some minor differences and deve *JT'”%' One of the pleasent oneg

have been entirely free from airreids for well over jQLY’ s they

too busy elsewhere to bother with this relstively unin ort{ﬁf obiecti

ago we were surprised a preliminary warning, one moonl . even-

for over a yeur, but nothing further hezppened and 1¢1€r e lesrned
opeen a false alarm.

Another change is the incressed number of students. ALl the
are full to bursting, and we share thissitusation which 1s both &

an encourzgement. We rather miscalculated at Ginling and various factors worked
difierently from usual, so we found ourse¥¥es with adbout &0 more students thar

we had ,lenned to tke s a meximum. That caused & good deal of scurrving about
and buying of extra double-decker peds, =nd moving of living room &na dining

room out into hallwavs etc. =0 &s to make those rooms into bedrooms for students.
At last we have got them sll tucked in, except those who prefer to live at rome
vhich is a very small number. It leaves us now with arly half of our studments
new onos(l 14 to luV) which is too large a proportion of new ones. None of us
would have wanted to plen it that way, but now they are here we shall have to do
the best we can with them and try to assimilste them as rapidly as possi

[t is considerably larger an enrollment than we have ever hal before, e

Nanking, but more and more students are lesving other u e disturbed

come to this relatively safe and comfortazble place., ile have arranged h

use of an additional SePtLO of the larze new hospital buidding which 1is 7et
occunied by hospitual, so we now have a second student dormitory there len; ~Ltﬁ
rooms for most of our women faculty. I am living in that group this year. There
are about 25 of us faculty peorle living here, both Chinese and western, enc I

am enjoying the larger group after & year in a very small household. I am eating
Chinese fooa entirely, but I do supplement it some in my own way with some of

the things I miss most.

One of our present misfortunes is the enormous increzce in coste
not many oT our groun have rcally subtfered physically, though there
undernutrition, and T.B. is much too prevalent, but the more univers
is on our 1houunts. we seem forced to think of nrices and salaries 3 ;
redated such a lazrge part of the time, and peopde become so calcul
ing end h'f ~0ul1 ve greedy if it weren't caused by fear of rezl inadequacy.
e steady incressc month after month 1s the thing that worries people more
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Reeves,v Thurstor whitner,Y lapoert et and all the Nanking frienc 2R
at nhome that I knew at all well You will know pretty well and if in
doubt put them in. ¢ Berthaf Hemsman of W.C.U.,U. also. Vviost of the Chinese
names shoud come of't as they w«re back here und you will xnow those g‘ ch are
still there. Also removeVitimson, Ledham, ilass.j;viRice, Manset Me.;YGiorni,
Gasson. I have lost my 38rd sheet and my sisters name must be on tnst.' Her
] should be chunged toYirs. w. B. Twwfon foute & uolu@oha, 0. (Change
Honor Ganoe to that same “dursss, andVvi, 8. Stimson tTo 1900 Rittenhouse =g.
care of A.K. Stimsom, instead of ﬁﬂlﬂ Locust. [f ther: are any uinling
there whose napes have not already been added, "~uga put hew on. I
> 18 not too cgmplicated and I do appreciate it very much. Please charge
; to me personallv.... No room for personal mes ?:;, put it is good
you are in the office. I've hezrd that Plumer has been moved to :nhanzi
am not sure it is true. I don't know whether you ¥now more or less than
about him. Tt sounded as if he was going to be gent home, which I imagine
I bhe very good news to vdu. iy love to you,
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Ginling College
Chengtu, China
November 1, 19542

Dear Friends:

It is certainly time I should break the two years! silence and get some sort of
letter off to you all, Last year I did not get it done before Christmas and planned
to write during the winter vacation instead, but when that time eame, mail did not
seem to be going through at all and I had no heart to write letters that might never
get anywhere, Now at least part of the mail goes through in quite good time, so it
seems worth trying again, My last letters from my sister have taken 6 or 6 weeks =
airmail all the way, so that is not too-bad considering the difficultiess Even ordie
nary Se-cent letters do come through in 3 or 4 months' time, so if you don't feel like
indulging in the extravagance of airmail you can still write to me, Apparently almost
everyone has assumed that it's no use to write, so please reform! I received Christ-
mas cards and notes from quite a few of you which arrived scattered along fyrom Mar'ch
or April until August, but I think probably most of them got here eventually, and were
fully appreciated, even though out of season,

In the main it would be true to say that our life and our work here has continued
without any great change since the last time I wrote you, although there are some
minor differences and developments, One of the pleasant ones is that we have been
entirely free from air raids for well over a year, as they have been too busy else~
where to bother with this relatively unimportant objective, Two weeks ago we were
surprised by a preliminary warning, one moonlight evening, the first for over a year,
but nothing further happened and later we learned that it had been a false alarm,

Another change is the increased number of students., All the colleges here are
full to bursting, and we share this situation which is both a problem and an encourage-
ment. We rather miscalculated at Ginling and various factors worked differently from
usual, so we found ourselves with about 30 more students than we had planned to take
as a maximum, That caused a good deal of scurrying about and buying of extra double-
decker beds, and moving of living room end dining room out into hallways, etc., so as
to make those rooms into bedrooms for students., At last we have got them all tucked
in, except those who prefer to live at home, which is a very small number, It leaves
us now with nearly half of our students new ones (144 to 159), which is too large a
proportion of new ones, None of us would have wanted to plan it that way, but now
they are here we shall have to do the best we can with them and try to assimilate them
as rapidly as possible, It is considerably larger an enrollment than we have ever had
before, even in Nanking, but more and more students are leaving other more disturbed
arcas to come to this relatively safe and comfortable place, We have arranged for the
use of an additional section of the large new hospital building which is not yet occu-
pied by the hospital, so we now have & second student dormitory there along with rooms
for most of our women faculty. I am living in that group this year, There are about
25 of us faculty people living here, both Chinese snd western, and I am enjoying the
larger group after a year in a very small household, I am eating Chinese food entirely
but I do supplement it some, in my own way, with some of the things I miss most,

One of our present misfortunes is the enormous increase in costse. 8o far not
many of our group have really suffered physically, though there is some undernutrition,
and TeBs is much too prevalent, but the more universal effect is on our thoughts, We
seem forced to think of prices and salaries and other related problems such a large
part of the time, and people become so calculating and what would be greedy if it
weren't caused by fear of real inadequacy. The steady increase month after month is
the thing that worries people more than the present situation, I think, Also among
the students it creates a spirit of asking for all sorts of help and expecting someone
to provide ite This is of course not true of all, and one of the good bye-products is
that many students are now willing to work both in vacations and during school time
to earn part of their expenses, when formerly there were very few who would do that,
The high price that certain special things like electric bulbs bring, mekes a far
greater temptation to steal, and it becomes increasingly difficult to hang onto things
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that you can't watch every minute. Problems like these are, 1 suppose, the inevitable
accompaniment of years of war, but they do make the job of training students who will
go out with high ideals of Christian service much more difficult,

I have a very attractive room, the largest and most conveniently arranged that I
have ever had, So you see I am personally not suffering from the overcrowded condi=~
tions., We are living in rooms planned for the private patient ward of the new hospite.
so they are large nice rooms. Many of the younger teachers are living two, or even
three, in a room in the largest rooms, but the older ones are still able to have singl:
rooms, which we do greatly prefer., I happen this year to have been assigned the nices
one of the single rooms, so I am in luxury., I had a wee tiny room last year, so I
suppose this is compensation. It has also a very nice view over the campus, and a
southeast exposure, so when the sun chooses to shine, which it does occasionally, I
get it all morning. The only flaw in that is that I am practically never in my room
between 8 and 12:30}

I am keeping well in spite of pretty heavy worke, I find that for dean's work,
300 students do make more work then 200, end I am still "acting dean of studies",
This is the fourth year I have had that title, and there seems still to be no one in
sight to be the permanent dean, I enjoy some parts of the work very much, but there
are some places where a Chinese is much needed and where I feel as if I am working in
a foge. Also I find it difficult to divide myself between that work and teaching. I
should prefer either alone to the combination of the two., I have too much to do them
both well and have constantly to choose between them when there is not time for both.
However, I do like both and would be entirely satisfied if I could either have a 1littl
less of them, or a little more time in the day. I am still a good deal of a sleepy
head and cannot solve the time problem by lengthening the day at the expense of the
night, the way some people seem able to dos

Last sumer I had a delightful month in the mountains not far fronm here., It was
a lazy peaceful sort of holiday that doesn't make very exciting material to write
about, but was just the kind I was needing. The previous summer I stayed here all
but ebout ten days when I made a short trip to a temple in the mountains. Chengtu is
absolutely flat, so it is very refreshing to get into the mounteins, and last summer
we could see "Three Sisters" with snow on their shoulders whenever the weather was
clear,

T have heard indirectly that styles have changed considerably. We shall all seer
like relics of a forgotten past when we emerge from this isolation, We do not even
get fashion magazines - or any others, which is far more important - so we are all
perfcetly happy and feel just exactly as stylish as we did two, three, four or rore
years agos Nev, clothes are exceedingly rare, but if anyone does get a new one, she
copies it after a favorite old one, My newest one wias copied from one bought in 193¢
We mostly wear no hats, and I wore ankle socks until about a week agos. All of this is
a desirable hy-product from my point of view, except that something new now and then
is rather fune The lack of books and magazines is much more serious, and there is now
even a great shortage of Chinese books, With nore and more students and fewer and
fewer books, and laboratory expenses almost prohibitive, it is impossible to do all
our work as we should like to, The fees students pay for chéemistry laboratory work dc
not even cover the cost of the distilled water they use! In fact the cost of pumping
the ordinary water from the well just about takes all our fees} I am rejoicing right
now in the arrival of several boxes of chenicals and apparatus from Anmerica, ordered
two and & half years ago. It just barely missed getting bombed or captured in Rangoon
end Lashio and Bao-shan, but it did get through and has at last arrived. That makes
the immediate future from the chemical point of view look & little more possibles
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This seems a very dull letter, but it will at least bring you all my greetings,
and I hope it may produce some responses in the months to come, It is never easy to
write appropriate Christmas messages so long ahead, and in these war years it 1g still
wore difficult, And yet these times surely demonstrate more clearly than ever before
how desperately we need to take the deeper meaning of Christmas into our hearts, aud
help to spread it to others, May we all live and work for the time when He shall truly
reign in our social and national life as well as in more personal relationships. And
nay we all have some share in real Christmas joy, even in the midst of suffering and

tragedys
With sincere good wishes to you all,

Ruth M. Chester
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LETTER TO DR YI=FANG WU FROM DR, RUTH CHEST
FACULTY, GINLING COLLZGE, CHENGTU, MAY 14, 1943

e are just beginning té catch our breath again after so many meetings that we were
dizzy with them, and I will start to tell you about them although I have not yet talked
over with Hsieng~lan which she will write and which I shalle I have a little time now
betore the Executive Committee meeting which I may as well use to begin a letter, at
leasts The general impression of a good many of us has been that the preliminary plun-
ning and organization were pretty poorly haundled, and I was a little discouraged at the
begianing for fear things would be in such a mess that a good deal of the possible
value might be lost, but as is often the cass, at the last minute things began to fall
into shape, and I think on the whole the meetings were guite successful, although I
feel sure that a larger participation of faculty here and a more intelligent one could
have been achieved by more carsful worke I found aoout two weeks befores the Conferonce
that even some of the most important faculty in other institutions had not even heard
of it and knew nothing at all about it, and there was no preliminary program sent out
for people to think ewout and have preliminary discussions on.

I went to the Curriculum discussion group, and it was fairly goode A good bit of it

was going over ground we have gone over before and some of it was based on the same

kind of misleading statistics which we have had bef'ore, but several points of real impom-
tance came out and were referred later to the Gouncil, and I think eltogether it was wo
worth while. I know less about the other groups, of course, but from what others have
said I think they also were quite good. Iisiang-lan was in the Disciplinery Group and

Lva and some otners attended the one on Post-war Flanning. The latter was the largest
group and I tnink taney nad some interesting discussion. I will ask Eva to write you
about that, and Hsiang-}an about the other.

So much for the Saturday and Sunday general conferences, You will be more interested
probably in tne details of the meetings of the Council itselis These were held alto-
gether fuive days. Unfortunately some of the delegates from a distunce vere delaysd in
travel. Lucy Wong and Mr. Ting arrived in time for the last two days only, while the
F,C.U, snd Hengchow delegates and Carol Chen did not get here at all. They did get to
Chungking for the N.C.C. meetings, they ere plunning to have a supplementary confersnce &
with tnese pasople who fuiled to arrive here, end some of them may come on here later if
they have time, It dees seem a pity when people have taken so much time and money to
come here for them to have missed it, and we, of course, wre particularly sorry thut the
Hasnan people did not get here. Dr. Wong was here only two days and they wers very full
and busy days, so there was not very much chance to talk with her, btut Hsiang-lan did
have one good talk, bud I will leuve her to write you about ite

The very first dey of the m etings, Dr. ilei, just as the meeting was closing at noon,
said he would like to raise an importunt question for the future, and tnat wes tue ques-
tion of women's educution which he felt should be seriously considered. He did not
express his opinion on the subject himsc¢lf, and as the meeting was just adjourning, there
wes no chasace for anyone else to do so either. We felt it wus better to postpone any
discussion on thet until af'ter the lwanan people arrived, so we did not raise the ques-
tion aguin and no one else dids. The last dey of the meeting, when various resolutions
were being mede and turned over to the Lxecutive Committee and the Council for study of
the future program, etc., we put our heads together and felt thet this matter should be
brought out aguin in order that it be specifically referred for future consideration, so
we asked for a place on ths program for this subject, end it was readily grunted although
it was understood that we could have only a few minutes., ¥“e asked Ur. Wong to present
the matter, and atv first she simply said thet she thougnht everyone knew the arguments

for independent women's colleges and so wouldn't take time to zo into this but would like
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a little time for discussion of the opinion of the Councils Dr. Mei immediately asked

for the reasons why we should have independent women's colleges, so she gave several
ressons which were then supplemented by Hsiang-len ana by mysclf. Then Dr. Mei expressed
himself quite definitely as feeling thet all of the things which we mentioned as impor-
tent, he felt were important but could be equally well obtained in a co-educational
university, provided tnet the university really mede serious plans for its women students.
He condemned as we did, the mere opeming of the doors of men's institutions to a few
women, but he quite clearly does not see any reason [or separate women's institutions. A4S
I remember, no one else expressed an opinion of any importance, and we then reterred the
ma vter to the Commission for their future consideration, which in my mind at least was
the main purpose of bringing the subject up at all,

In this connection, 1 am very gratified to see from the cable from New York that Van Dusen
is the cusiruwan of the Committee they have appointed, because he is thoroughly convinced,
I velieve of the value of women's collezss both in America and in China, and his leader-
ship in thut Committee will at least insure that the matter is given really serious con=
sideration, and that is all we can ask for.

I am afraid I have rather gone aheud of my story because I should have told you first

some of the other background for the Council meetings, but I started with this point be-
cause I knew it is one in which you are especially interested. To get backs we tried

to start in tne first morning of the Council with a discussion on post-war planning, and
that first meeting was very discouraging. FPeople seemed unwilling to face any of the

reul problems, and either talked in such very vague generalities that tney had no meaning
at all, or kept getting off to other foolisn guestions like how meny trucks it would take
to move back, and how much they would cost, and all sorts of similar practical problems
involving informstion which novody can possibly have at the present time. How much of

that was muddled thinkingz, and how much of it was an attempt to evade tne real issues, I
could not make out. However, we got a business committee appointed to organize our busi=
ness a little better, and after a duy or so when we bezan to know each other better and to
get into the spirit of the meeting, we finally adopted & resolution which you will see

and which I cannot guote verbatim, but something to the effect that it was our opinion
that the post-war situation will re uire a greater concentration in a limited number of
centers, and in each center there should be a college of arts ana science with one or two
professional schools so planned as to meet local situations and to avoid undue duplicationes
The original motion said {ive or six centers, but it was felt better to leave the matter

a little more flexible than that. JThis resolution was guite readily agreed to in principle
and everyone also felt thsre was no use to attempt in a large meeting in a snort time to
get much further than that or to consider the fate of individual institutions. e there-
fore approved of the sugzestion for sending out en #merican educator and appointed a Commis-
sion here to study the whole problem in cooperetion with him and in the end to make recom-
mendations for future planning for the Christian Universities. That Commission as finally
appointed consists of Cressy and Bill Yenn, ex-officio, but with votes, I believe; and three
other members=--i. Y. Chen, Dju Ging-lung and faul Kwei, with Dju as chairmen. No one knew
how long Faul Kwei was to be away and if his re.urn is delerred too long the Zxecutive
Coumittee had the power to replace him, but we felt tnat if he was coming back in tne fall
that his recent contact in America would be all to the zood. Thess people were chosen be-
cause they are educators who have had close contacts with ths Christien Universities and
will be aole to see the problem as a whole, but who are not now directly connected in an
essential way with anyone of the institutions. It seems like quite a good committce, and

I hope that together with the work being done in 4merica that it may be possible for a real
thorough study of this whole problem to be made and for something to come out of it which

will reully be of value. I felt that having passed this resolution fuirly nearly tne be-
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zinning of the meetings was a good thing, for as we went on with the discussion of other
tnings, we had all tne time in tne back of our minds the idea that some drastic changes
might be made in the future, and severaul days of conference with tnat background will I
think help to make everyone a little more used to the idea and open-minded as to future
plenning. So my first feeling of discouragement that we were going to get nowhere, gradu-
ally gave plece to a feeling of real hope tnat some constructive action mey eventually

be taken.

Dr. Cressy from the beginning said very frankly that in all our plans and in all our
thinking, we might as well leave out St, John's University and the University of oShanghai.
He feels absolutely sure there is no possibility of their entering into any joint plenning
or combifs%ion whatseever, He seems to beiganvinced thut they are entirely outside the
field, carrying on quite independently both es to planning and as to finances, and he
feels they are likely to gradually decresse in importance becsuse of the difficulty of :
sufficient finuncial support to compete with tne larger institutions., How far his think-
ing is correct, we cannot say, but we know what difficulties these two have in attempting
to join in eny union project. He also raised a slkght question about Hangchow, althoughn
he did not seem so sure that they wuld rot come into a cooperative program. In this con-
nection also, he discussed the question of tne joint Board in #merice, and apparently
what he foresees is e strong joint Bourd which will include as & minimum, the four or five
institutions, which have already agreed to join and he hopes a number of others, but will
quite certainly not include these two or three who remaln inuependente This means a more
or less funummental split in our Christaein higher education progrem, but he ssems to feel
thet there is no way to avoid this, and that the rcst of us should get together and make
our joint plans and let these iandividualistic institutions worry slong as best they can.

In connection with ths question of the redistribution of the Christien colleges alter the
war, we also discussed the suggestion raised in ilew York some montins back, of opening new
centers in the northwest end southwest. 1t was the unanimous opinion of the Council
members that the time is not ripe for any higher educational centers in these areas because
of the almost complete luck of Christian middle scnools and churcu groups on which to buse
the higher educationel progreme It would therefore be practically impossible to avoid al-
most complete secularization of eny Christian institution which might be established in
these darsas. ‘e dzfinitely voted, there.ore, against any universities moving to these
areus, but did favor extension work by such institutions as woulu find it pratical, ana

we did fevor the establishment of strong Christian middle schools in these arcsas. 1

think it was the general fe=ling thut with improved communications West Chinu Union Uni=
versity would probevly in the future be sufficiently accessible so thut sven when the
middle school program is furtner developed, it will probably still not be necessary to
consider the further Christian universities in thess areas, but of course no statement was
made about the long future.

Anotuer general subject whicn was discussed guite a bit during the Council meetings was
thot of the Ministry of Education end of the zovernment in gencral to our work, ana what
1iklihood therec is, if any, of our fresdome beihg interfered with. This discussion was
partly slons the lines of trying to sound out what the tenuencies are in govesnment tnink-
ing these days, and the general impression seems o be thau taey are increscingly inclinedd
to urge us to concentrate on technical and applied science fields, and to lesson our work
in both arts anu science (pure)s w~ome were much more pessimic tic than others avout tols
matter, ana 1 think all agreed thut & great deal would depend on the personnel of tue
Ministry of iducatvion and the others who influence its e adopted a resolution in which
five points were stated eas minimum requircumcnts for the continuation of Chridtian univer-
sities. <Lhese were (1) Frseaum to appoint our own fuculty; (2) Freedom to choose our own
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students, both as to quality and guentity; (3) Some freedom to adapt the curriculum
experimentully; (4) Academic fresdom; anu (5) Religious freedom. Just what was meant by
the third one never seemd to me guite cleaur. apparently some seemed to thiak the amount of
freedom we now have fulfills that requirement, but I woula suy thaet tne amount we now have
is practically none at all; so I was lef't wondering Just wanat they did mean at that point.
we also discussed a little what we mcant by the lest two--academic and religious frecdom-=
and finally both of these were qualificd by adding the phrase “under the consuitution'.
szean I fel. tuwu no one reuily knew what we meunt, ane that if tnere comes any real

issue under any one of tne.e hewaingo, the interpretavion of this resvlution would probably
be widely dii'ferent by different people; but perhaps that is tne best we cen hope for in en
abstract action of this sort, and it is pcorhaps worth while to have called our attention to
the idca that Christian insitutions c.unot go on indefinitely sacrificing toneir freedom and
still have a right to be called Christien institutions.

The middle sc ool problem, and the difficulty of providing good teachers [or the middle
schools was another subject on which we spent guite a bit of time. It was felt that we
should continue to offer courses in education for ell who could possibly teke them and

try to do what we can to encourage students to go into teaching and to prepure tnem for

it. There was also some discussion in regard to ths planning for subsidizing certoin

middle schools as college preparatory schools, in order to improve the quality of the

middle school work. BEveryone agreed that the quality of tne middle schools is deteriorating,
and that ths students who come up for college now are fer below the standards of those before
the war; most people say [rom one to two years behind. »o we are not slone in facing thet
problem,

4Another subject considered was thaet of faculty standards and personnel, which everyone agreed
was another very sdrious problem. 4As Dr. Francis Wei put it, "If you gave me all the money
of Ford and Rockefeller put together, I still would not be sble to find adequate Christian
faeulty with all the requirements that we would like to establish for such teacners." The
final resolution adopted alony this line accepted sovernment stendards for academic work
as the minimum standards and stated there should always be a preference for engaging Chris-
tian faculty mitf/#Al when possible; that western faculty members should be appointed by
the university sut orities after naving been commissioned by the mission boards and should
there ore be under tne jurisdiction of the university administration in tne same way that
Chiness faculty are; thut their reappcintment alter furlough should be at the request of the
university aduinistration; what they should serve for o [ull term without being trunsferred +to
some other worke. This you will reslize grows out of tne difriculty which some institutions
huve because the foreign faculty are not under the college authorities at all but arc under
their mission authoriites, and are sometimes put in or withdrewn in ways tnat are elbarrassing
to the inotitution. we also suggested that the ratio of Chinese to forzign faculty should
be approximately five to one in order to maintian the international character of these in-
stitutions and at the same time to iasure a large Chinese majority. e also agreed tnat we
should not allow the ratio of Christien to non-Christien faculty to be less thnan four to one,
counting teaching faculty and administretive officers, but not countin the clerks and other
acsistants who do not do actual teaching., These I think sre the main items which we con=
sidersd, but of course you will be seeing miunutes luter which will jive you the thing in a
more formal and official manner, but I think this will give you a fairly scod picture of the
meeting as a whole,
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Paragraph froa Dr. luth

Chester's letter of June 10, 1943 to Dr. Wu Yi-fang

I think I
our beiny ssked to move inte the Canadian
and. discussion, not only within our own
dei'initely closinp the school end wanti
s gquite higl Yenching wanted it end
vhile the llospitel Comnittee approached
in exchange for our present guarters in
training school., We made two visits to y School ©
could use ite Hslang-lan and I went the filrst time,
The 8chool 1s wunting regerve & soall mmount of s
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150 Fifth Avenue, New York City, June 21, 1943,

Dear Dr. Chester:

I have not written for a long time and now I do not know just where to begin! First\of‘

- all, let me tell you that your letter of April 7 was received sereral weeks ago and Dr,
Djang's of April 16 came only yesterday. I want to thank you both for sending me news

about the college. It is only natural that I think of you often and although I do not

wtite I am eager to receive letters and to hear about what is going on at Ginling and on

the West China campus. I am very glad that the new freshman class is a fine one, so that you
and Mrs, Shao may feel that your frantic efforts during the winter vacation were well repaid.
Dr. Djang mentioned that she wished there were no May on the college calendar. I certainly
cun sympethize with you, remembering how we wished the same thing last year. Now that the
school year is nesmly over, 1 do hope that you and others may errange to have some vacation
during the summer months. I w®ary often feel quilty to be having my vacation when all of

you are stayinz on to carry on the work and some of you ever have heavier responsibilities
during my absenge. Since you know me so well, you will understand that I really have good
inteations of writing to you often. However, with the combination of my rather full proe-
gram and my being a poor correspondent, you are just out-of luck! I will try in this let-
ter to tell you a little of my actlbities.  Will you please decide what excerpts to take

out to be passed emong.wy friends. For instance, lMrse. Crawford will be eager to hear about
me, and I do not see how I cen write to her separately just now.

From my last letter, you know thet I had my first week in Weshirgton and was just on my way
to the Smith commencemn®, Smith.certainly has donz something unusual for Ginling's sake.
The program for commencement had already been arranged and you could not expect a college to
find it easy to chanpge arrangements in order fo sive an honorary degree to e new arrivel in
this country! When Miss Florence Snow came to the Ginling meeting on May 7, not a word was
mentioned to mece I scem .to gather that it wes then that Pr. VanDusen and a few others sug=
gested to her thet hu.ried arrangements be mades The invitation was received on Monday,
Jjust before 1 went to Weshington. You will be intercsted to xnow that even at Smith they
simplified the commencement program by cutting out quite a number of funetions and by ask#
ing thoir elumnae not to return. Ihis was because several buildings were being used for the
training of Wavess I found out thet that training 1s entirely in the hands of the Navy and
Smith merely rents some of their buildings. Sidney Thomson graduated from Smith with special
honors and Anna Mills also graduated there this year. After Smith I returned to Wa shington,

Finally 1! was decided that our zroup is to be known as the Chine Study Group on Post-War
Problems. Ve have a very informal orgenization and each of us can sclect his own line of
study. Naturally, I seid thet I would like tc keep within the field of education. I mene
tioned higher education, adult education, and vocational training, as my special interestse
Further, I asked for time to keep in contact with the missionary and church groupse A

second duty of this group is to keep informally in close contact with American friends in

our -own lines. In carrying out this function we eanot avoid speaking engegements. On

May 31, I appeared on the program on "World Christianity® at the Presbyterian General Assembly
in Detroit. The main Speaker was Wendell Wilkie, I talked for twenty minutes. From there

I went to Ann Arbor. ; :

You may understand somc of my difficulties il I tell you that I did not know until Jjust .
belore going to the station in Washington that I could have about a week in Ann Arborl Bee
sides visiting my old iriends, Dr. Rufus had a reception on behalf of the Barbour Scholar-
ship Committee, and the Dean of liomen had a reception for me to mvet other friends. The

Chinese iiomen's Sorority invited me to luncheon end the Chinese Student's Club asked me to
speak to thems d

We took one day for a trip to Shepherd. I had the offieial tribute from the government
photozraphed in New York, so I wanted to presecnt a copy to the family and also to pay my
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respects to our beloved Minnie. The rofion board was very kind‘and readily granted Mrs,
Rhead the necessaury gas to take the party in her car to Shepherds Dr. Recves and Harriet
were with use The brother was too busy making use of that one fine day for planting, but
Mrs. Vautrin was very courteous and seemed interested when we told her about Miss Vautrin.
The tablet looked fine with the outlines of the Chinese roof and the four Chinese characterse.
I wanted to plant a tree, but the lot is seamall and one evergreen was already planted, so
there really is no roome I do not need to tell you about my emotions{ They were very mixed.
I wished thet she could still be with us to face the tasks aheads On the other hand, as I
sece the organized efforts for the var in America, I am glad that such a thorough pacifist as
Minnie does not have to go through ite It is really better she does not have to experience

such mental agony.

After returning to Weshington from Ann Arbor, I had a hectic week. I was very thankful that
Helsn Loomis was able to come just at that time to help me. First I had to write out my
talk at the Presbyterien General Assembly. Then we prepared certain materiasls for the Con-
ference of the Study Group. Finelly we did my speech for Constitution Hell on June 14, I
spoke at one of a scries of six lecturcs on a program put on by a committee celled "The
United Nations Today and Tomorrow". The committee had hoped to secure the Madame and noxt
Dr. Soonge Finally thoy came to the Study Croup. The Group elected Jimmie and me to be
thelr representatives. After the talks there was a panel discussion. You know my failings,
how I cannot bria; uyself to write out my speeches! I know perfectly well it is due to

my mental laziness! It certainly wes herd work to write thie manuscript when 1% was so

hot and mugsy in wushington. Poor Helén was just dripping while she was typing, and you
should have seen how we were dressed during those few days. How zlad I was to have it over
--and peoplc seemed to think my speech was goode Mereb Mossman came to see us the Sunday
afternoon we were working on the speech.

Right after the program I had to teke the aijzht train for New York. In ordsr to save time
I will ask Helen to send you e copy of my progrem for the next two or three weeks, The
thing thet has actually scared me is that so nay orzanizetions expect too much from me.
Coming es8 I do at this time from China, I feel it is my duty to mecet with American friends.
However, I an kecenly aware that I huve not as much inforiation as I should have. At the
sume time my brain 1s tired, and I just cannot work fast. The doctor suggested thit I take
some time off, but somshow I have not been able to manage thise. However, for the month of
August I shall go into hiding. I have not decided where to go, but I shall ;0 where there
arc not sven any friends. I need to bs quiet and not to taik about any problemse.

If we turn to the national ciuse and the Chhistian collcies, there is really so much to be
done. You all should be proud of what Yrs, Now has done. In the fall under the Student
Christian Movement for the “tate of Wew York, she visited eighteen colleges, s pending about
g week on each cumpus. This last spring the Associated Boards arranged for her to visit
eighteen other colleses. On sach cempus, besides one or two large audiences, she would meet
informelly with faculty and student groups. lany, many letters have come expressing appre-
ciation of her work. %he collezes were particularly glud to know a representutive of the
Christian women of China. I wish to mention also how meny people have enjoyed reading
En-lan's article "Calls from the Wild West." Mrs, Lills put out a very atiractive pamphlet
with several illustrations, and it certainly is being enthusiastically received}

Mrs. Mills is anxious to secure more material for publicity. Could you get together several
members of the faculty and talk over what aspects of the wark could best be pres:nted, and
then have different people do the writing. Oliver Caldwell said that the 4imericen people
aere £till anxious to hear about student service. I suppose there may be projects for the
summer which would furnish good material. It is best to have it as soon as possible after
the work is finished. Such thin.s as the exhibit oa Children's Education, or the student
work during the winter vacation, or the work with Miss Highbaugh last sugmer are still worth
writing upe I am very sorry to be adding work to you, but you know well how valuable such
materials are as publicity for the college.

With best wishes to you and the family, I anm

Sincerely yours,
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Ginling, Oct. 29, 1943,
Dear Yi-fang:

Cornelia's letter of Sept. 10 aprived yesterdey and I will try to go on with some
of the things I didn't finish in my last letter, and also meke some comments on the question
of faculty needs, which was the mein concern of her letter, written after the personnel com=
mittee meetinge

Since I wrote last I have talked with Hsisng-lan on the question of the Personality
Training project and find that we agree very well in our point of view, We both approve the
idea and wish it could be done, but feel that as a formal special course of training it is
certainly impossible right now. How long this situation will last no one knows, but I don't
think there is the slightest chance that this ministry would consider it. Personally I am
inclined tc think that the resl reason they won't recognize this Child Welfare major is be-
cause they don't want that kind of thing done by Christian Schools. Dean K'c reports after
his recent visit in Chungking that there is probably no hope of getting that action chenged.
Maybe you can wangle it somehow when you get wack, but I don't believe anyone else can. So
I think it may have to be done just by certain elective ccurses and personal influence, etcs
I hope there will be some elective courses before long, and there is some encouragement along
that line, though no change has been ammounced yete We do feel that lrs. New would greatly
strengthen our faculty group in just tha way it needs strengthening. She would make a good
supplement to you because she is especially strong in the kind of thing you are not quite so
good at, and in any case never have time fore. While there would probably be some criticism
at first, because of your long friendship, I don't think it would be serious, and I believe
in a very shopt time she would make her own place and that would be forgotten. Whether it
would work better to have her the Dean of Students, with an assistant who would do all the
routine work I am not sure. I think either that, or elsé no special connection with that
department at all, as I think it might be difficult if she were in a sort of informel advisory
relationship, without actual authority and responsibility, However, that cen all be worked
out later and might depend some on who the other person ise.

That last question of the demn is an urgent and a difficult one, as you know, Hsiang-len
is at the hospital today getting final tests made, but the doctor has already recommended
light work, and I think she definitely feels she cannot stay next term, both for family and
for health reasonses I am urging her to plan to be on leave of absence next term so that the
question of her later relation to the college cen be discussed after you get back and after
she hes had a bit of rest. She is inclined now to make it a complete break, but that will
depend some on her health and on whether she goes north with her family or note FPsychologi-
cally she needs a change and I don't think we should urge her to stay next spring, even on
light work, especially as light work is just about as impossibde for her here, as it is for
you, She is now resigning from some outside things, but still has e heavy load and it's
going to be hard to lighten it any this terme For next term her idea is that Hu Ya=-lan can
carry on, under you, for a term without any serious trouble, and that is probably true., But
Ya-lan is not qualified for the reel deanship in many ways and it would be only a temporary
stop-gape We must find someone by next summer for this job. Hsiang-den is feeling pretty
strongly that you ought to get back before the end of this term = say Jan, 15 or so, One
reason is this problem of hers, so thet she will be free to leave at the end of the term.
She plans to take some other job which will be a much lighter one, but will support her and
her mother. The sister and baby wre probebly going north soon, anyhow, If she is going to
take anotherjob she ought to be free at least by beginning of second term, and we both feel
that she should be here till you get here. She also has other reascns and the guess I made
in my last letter was correet, If there are to be other changes, she feels that it is much
better that they be made with you here, not in your absence or just before you get back, and
there is some point in that, I personally hate to shorten your time in U.S, and perhaps I
appreciate more than she does the importance of that, but I know she does also hate to suggest
it, and yet feels it should be, After her medical report is finished we will talk agein
and then decide whether to cable or not, but if we do ceble, this letter will give you fur-
ther backgrcund as to the reasons.
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In one of your letters you asked our reactions on future planning for Ginling, I
think you wented a reply before Oct. 21, but that was one of the very slow letters and we
didn't et it until about Oct. 10th, so that's why you didn't have a reply before. I think
that must have been in Hsiang-lan's letter, as I don't find it in mine...Oh yes, here it is
in an earlier letter. I agree in the main with your proposels, On the whole I think I
favor the idea of one strong independent women's university (in the Chinese sense) which
might be located near a men's university wyith whith it would cooperate on some advenced
courses and special equipment, but would be an entirely separate institution, more or less
as Ginling and U.N. in the old days. In order that this be & strong institution I certainly
hope the combination with Hwa Nan can be worked out, for faculty personnel as well as fimances
are too limited to provide two women's institutions setisfactorily. If at the same time,
the men's institutions in that section of China would stop taking women that would be better
I believe, but I doubt whether they will be willing to do that. If this plan cennot be
worked for some reason, then your second one of a federated university on something like the
Loronto or Oxford plen with one women's unit on the same footing as the others, might work
out all righte I should like it to have a certain amount of academic independence and not be
just a residence college like the women's college here, for Miss Streeter certainly hes a
hard time because she has no say in the admission of students and other academic matters.
I am not quite sure that I ggree that it would be necessary to establish such a federation
in an entirely new center, though there would undoubtedly be adventeges in doing so., I
should not be prepared to insist on that point myself. Bill Fenn is asking for expressions
of opinion on this wort of question from various people, confidentially, and Hsiang-lan and
I are both asked to prepare a statement. I will send you a copy of mine when it is ready,
and hers also if whe is willinge

Now for some of our persomnel question., Biology is getting along very well as far as
teaching is concerned. We are offering practically the same work as last year with one
less teacher and they are not overworked nowe. Marjory still gives half time to English,
though she is really a little too busy. However prestige has suffered by not having a dept
head with more standing, Marjory is doing a better job on the academic part of the dept
head than anyone has ever done = that is she is taking more pains to check student require-
ments, etce and I think has largely overcome the difficulties Bhe had last year with some
students, and seems to be getting on well with the other departments so far as I know, But
we should get a permanent head, snd she is not very likely to be with us after this year, I
think. I believe her furlough is due this summe, and Lva says they plan to send her home,
80 o dept head for biology is a definite noed. (By the way, has anyone told you that poor
little Pin-dji is dying of cancer of the esophagus? The last I heard they were trying to
keep her alive by artificial feeding methods till her husband gets back)e Chemistry must
have an addition before next term, but I will take care of that, and if Mou=3 can be sounted
on for next f£all that is 0,K. Chinese you can do nothing about now anyhow., English., MNary
Lehberton is beginning to telk about going home, but I am not sure whether it is because

she really wants to go, br because she wes invited to be here during Florence's absence and
feels it is right to offer to go. FPersonally I should urge her to stay as song as she is
willing to, for we need her, end she contributes a good deal in other ways as well as her
teachinge. ©She is doing entirely joint major teaching this term, She is now taking one
French class and could do the rest of the French if she were not needed for English, Her
sister haz just been released and is on her way home, so that may make Mary more anxious to
go, but I don't know. Anyway at the moment I'd sey she is not sure for next fall, but
probably can be persuaded if we want her, Uarjory gives % time to English, and Eva & this
term, and Liu Kai-yung is giving nearly full time, but she hopes to go abroad soon, so that
makes another 1%-doubtfub, approximately, though we could replace Kai-yung quite easily, I
suppose, We certainly need at least 1 new foreigner in the fall, and two if llayy shoudd go.
Ann Deens has just been cabled by her mission to leave at once, so we shall have to find
someone now to take over her 3rd year French class,
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Geography is difficult. I do not think we can hold the present head much longer, and
personai%y I am not in favor of trying tos The problems become more and more serious and

are affecting the attitude and morale of a w»xmxy considerable number of our faculty group.
Secondly, the report En-pan gives about Dr. W. is very discouraging. I am not sure whether
to believe all she says at full value or not, but there must be something to it surely.

The language is part of the problem, but he seems in addition to be a slow and dull teacher.
8he says he has spent about 6 weeks on an introductory topic in geology which she usually
does in 1 lecture, but which might be expanded to two weeks at most.s Then was planning to
omit the parts the U.N. students most need, Students do not understaend him or find him
stimulating at all, apparently. I'm not sure how the majors in his smaller classes feel,

But if she should go he would certainly not be able to hold things together., We have a new
men as instructor, Chen Tsieh I think his name is, but he is young and just barely qualified
for instructorship. In view of all this, and the very small number of majors, which still
shows no signs of building up - there are two second term freshmen, but no new ones, and

two juniors end that is all except Hwang Gwoh-hsun who whould finish this term but has had

to go back to bed with more T.B., and in view of the lin. of Ed. repeated request that we
combine it with history, I think that If En-lan does want to leave we had better make the
geog. & minor and try to get approval for a History major with Geog, minor, and to continue
also the regular history major, which has several geog. courses anyway. Of course I should
not suggest this while she is here, but in view of the rumors and rumblings I think we

should have some pidan. I had a meeting wigh Eva and En-lan lest spring to discuss how to
combine the two departments and Enplan was/talk further with Mr. Ming, and see if any further
explaining or appeal could be made. She has never said any more, and neither has anyone else,
so I am letting that matter rest. There'll be no one graduating this year anyhow, and I
think it can safely wait till your return, as we also have no new majors in the department

to report,

Home Becone. I'm glad to hear you have a prospect in sight, I do not know how long we
can count on Miss Yung., If we could get an older more experienced person who could become
the head of the dept without too much loss of face to Yung, I should like to see ite I am
afraid that it will be difficult for anyone to work under her. If you get liss Iéng, she
would have to be under Yung, and there seem to be a good meny difficulties there. But we

shall have to try it and hope for the best. Did I tell you she now has a daughter? She
is pleased that we have given her a house and I'm tremendously relieved thet we don't have
to take her into ours., It is an urgent need to strengthen that dept, whether she stays or
notg

Musice Mr. Yeh stay#d in Kunming only a short time and was back here before commence-
ment, I think. Anyhow he is on the job here again this fall and they have been assigned
rooms in the Kilborn house, wo there is no question there. Wen Yung-kwen is half time again,
Chang Ping=-i is hoping to go to America with her husband, or to follow him there, but I
suppose she won't get away Before late spring or summer. So there is no vocal need except
to replace Bing-i and Yung-kwen could probably do that, or some other recent graduate. If
Hu Shih-tsang should go then piano is needed, otherwise not, If &tella goes, then a theory
teacher would be needed temporarily to take her work. I'll try to talk with Catharine shortly.

P.E. I think I should say to go ahead and get Chang Hwei-lan if possible, She may not
be ideal in some respects, but we have no other mature person in sight, and we much have
someone to head it up next year, Ettie is definitely leaving next summer. She says that
according to present talk all of the rest are leaving also. Miss Djou is apparséntly one of
the difficulties, and it may be that if we let her go, some of the others may stay. Ettie
knows of & person with more or less the same training and background as herself and Lu Hwei=-
ching who is availhble and I will find out more about her, and perhaps give her at least a
tentative invitation before you get back, if that seems necessary in order not to lose her,
She is here in China, Yang Hsiao-tang is doing half time, but it makes an expensive half




-l Deteber 29, 1943

time as she still lives at Kwang Hwa, En-tsi is having a baby in a week or so now, and has
been in bed almost Bontinuously since April.

Sociology. I don't know whether a chance for sabbatical leave and study would make Dr. Lung
ecide to stay on or not. Without that I feel fairly sure he will leave next summer. Iirs.
Wu is Fine in every way and I do hope we can keep her, Ming-sing is a much more doubtful
asset as she is so difficult personally. I've not had much chance yet to judge of her worke
Yu-lin and Djen-dji are still on the same basis as last year, but I rather think Yu-lin has
plans to leave, possibly next term even. She seems happier now and I think the trouble of
the summer is largely cleared up, but it naturally has given her an insecure feeling and the
desire to make a change on her own, before any more questions arise, She is now asking for
e transcript and I suppose is going to try for stugy abroad, but imd incidentally I might
report that that is true of nearly everybody! We have made out over 20 transeripks this
fall and the requests still come in, Ying-an is at last able to get down to some real work.
We have been granted use of the small piece of ground back of the unbuilt wing of the educa=-
tion building which was a possible site for the fadulty house, and are going to try to put
up a very small building there to be used in comnnection with the social center we already
have, lMeanwhile they have worked out an arrangement with FPhoebe and are starting the nursery
school there afternoons, temporarily - I am glad that she and lMing-sing seem to be getting
on not too badly with Phoebe, but with Miss Yung there is e bad rift all the way round and
I don't know whether we can work that out or note Ying-an is not easy to work with, and
her mm manner gives offense at times when I don't think she means it at all. For the present
then I feel that Sociology is quite well off, but if Lung should go then there would be an
important vacancye.

As for advanced study I should definitely put Yu-ching first on my list because she
is such a very find person as well as so capable both as student and teacher. Her attitudes
and spirit are unusually fine and we want and need her on our faculty in the future. Hu
Shih~ tsiang also should have her chance if possible, though I am not so enthusiastic about
her in some ways, as I think she coddles herself and is rather lazy about taking part in
other things than her own work. Hsiung Ya-na is also worth further training, as you saye

She and Yu-ching both tried Tsing Hua exams this fall, I believe, but fhr the experience
mainly. I don't believe either has very much chance., It is hard as you say, to see how to
help these without also doing something for Mei-ling and Yu-lin, Perhpes that will work
out in some natural waye.

Will send another letter shortly.
Affectionately,

Ruth
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She had re he Lagelle nune, but with no statement a«s to what 1t was for,
80 that also had not been us »d, Beltween us we came to the conclusion © n ‘ balily
two are the same thing and our comaittee then prooecded to assign the scholarship to Miss
Peng Chi-gieh, /She is a senior who is @ fine Christian girl, rether older and more mature
than most studeats snd she has done o very fine piecs of work as head of' the student organid
zation., She has been very responsible and shown excellent judgement und Dr, Djang felt thet
all of that deserved some speical reward. Her ficencial situation was very difficult and

it has been a grest help to her to be freed from t hese worries., Just recently she has lost
her mother and the younger sister may heve to go honme, but we hope this one can stuvto
complet: her work. /

v

If the Mrs. Scott soholarship is not the same ae the Laselle one, pleass let me
know und algo sheck about the money which your letter to her sald you were sending in

October but which did not mome at that t ime. With pcrqganl greotinij, DZ%@frelT, i
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February 28, 1944

Miss Ruth Chester
Ginling College
Chengtu, Sgechwan, CHINA

Dear Miss Chester:

I em grateful for your letter of November 2nd regarding the Lasell
Scholarship Fumd.,

Apparently three letters written on this subject never reached their
destination and we are the reecipients of some pretty harsh eriticism on the
part of lirs. Donald Scott and her friendss I am hoping that the news regarding
Miss Peng will relleve the tension.somewhats It was  our original hope that
this fund would be built up still further, but I do not think it is possible
at the present times

We will let you lmow later the outcome of our negotiations with Mrs,
Scotte

Very sincerely yours,

CAE/B

Pe Se One letter I referred to was dated April 1, 1943 addressed to Miss
Prieste This explained fully the purpose of the gift and how it was to be
handled,

Co Ao E,

Via China Clipper
G.Ce via next Clipper
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SUGGESTIONS FOR POSTWAR PLANS FFOR CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION Ja i;’é

General Principles,

8)e Christian Universities should meke some special contribution end not be just like
goverment institutions, This should be especially in Christien treining and
character, otherwise we have no right to exist at nll, In addition we must mein-
teln the best possible coademic standards and if the situation permite we should
be ready for experimentetion in curriculum, teaching methods, ctc,

Sige ghould be governed not primerily by economic efficiency and cortainly not

by the desire for prestige which nutbers produce, Our primery purpose of Christian
training and character developgent is definitely more difficult in a large insti-
tution und we have no right to expand in size unless we cen organize in such a way
thot smeller subdivisions give the closer contactes between faculty and students
ond, greater Intimacy of group fellowship which the small college cen have. I
thenk our funds for Christian education would be better spent in meinteining small
institutions of real Christien cheracter (even though they emre relatively exe
pensive) than in large universitics where many students do not eome under any
Christion influence at alle Also by keeping sfell we can select roelly good stu-
dents end this is the first essontiasl to mainteining high stendards,

Technical short courses ney be justifiable as temporary contritutions to the wor
éffort, but I do not feecl this line should be enphasized nms a permanent policy.

In o few fields where short courses are treining workers needed in Christien
institutions « such os music or PeLe teachers for Christian schools - such courses
should be continued, but it is not our job to train mechanies and other technical
workers that have no reletion to the Christian progream and who do not stey long
cnough nor have enough contect with the genersl life of the institution to be ine-
fluenced in character or thinking.

To & less extent I feel thet regular university work in engineering and other
very technical fields is not primarily our business = not more than one engineer-
ing school I should think, in the Christian group, and similarly with fusiness,
Lew, Journalism, etce

Some attempt should be made to restrict the number of majors in {iclds where the
motive is to prepare for easy jobs with high saleries tather than for real servicce
I'or exeample the present situation in ecunomics where the emphagis is on accounting
end not on economle theory oand principles, This should not be one of the biggest
dopartments in a Christian university for this spirlt permeates the whole studgnt
body, and even the faculty.

Distribution, There should be at least § centers, north, east, south central end west,
and becauge of the hisgtory of the present institutions it may be advisable to increase
this number a little. If funds permitted adequate Cinencimg of & larger number of
relatively small institutions I should fevor it, but do not favor weakness and compoti-
tion and low standards. I frankly fear the concentration plan because of the denger of
having five or six very large institutions which nay be academically good, but not in any
sense Christian institutions. Organizetion of any combinatéons in these centers should
be very curefully worked out, so that smanller units within the larger one have real
significence and individuality end meet the needs menticned ébove in 1 b), ‘hether these
units should heve continuity with present institutions, or should be besed on some other
plan of differentiation, either academic, or donominetional I em not sure., DIamch has its
advanteges and disadventoges and different plens may be sultable [or different centers.
In ony cese the main librery, auditorium, laboratéorles for advanced work, etc., should
belong to the wniversity es a whole and be used equally by the various units.

There should be some correletion betwoen the differant centers. The more specialized
professional schools mentioned in c¢) above should cortuinly not be dupliceted. If we
continue to do these at all there should be only one center for each, Medieal schools
either one or two, not norce
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Suggestions for Postwer Plans J il 194 9
for Christian Higher Iducation e

Ginling College, The guostion of the future of Cinling depends on the larger principle

as to what should be done about women's educction, The government has no vision and no
plans for any special education for women and thisz seems clearly one of the few places
where we still heve a little freedom for a unique contribution, Those who are familier
with the women's colleges in the States do feel thet they have made a contribution which

is distinct from that made by the co-educational universitles, and if we do not demonstrate
this in Chine, no one else will, It is one of the few places where departure from the rigid
pottern of the Ministry of Education is permitted and I believe we should make the most of
ite To do this well, I beliove we should decide on one strong women's ingtitution end
develop it eo that it can stend on a footing of equality with the other Christien institu-
tionse I should like to see such an institution become & University in the Chinese sense,
proferably quite independent of eny cther university. The size should probably be around
400-500, with e college of arts, sclence,and if possible education for the third.

An elternative plan, definitely less desirable, I think, would be to have one women's col®
loge ns a wnit &n the federated university center, on the some footing emd with the same
degree of independence as the other units. In that case, the other units should not be
co=educationnl,

The women's university should erphesige Soclology, espeeially training for socidl service,

Musie, rhysical Educetion, Home I'conomiecs end I'mglish, and should also have good departments g :

in ot least the following depertments: Diology, Chemistry, Chinese, Historye. As soon As
possible & department of Philosophy and Religion should be included. Othore 46 consider

would be Art, Ceogrephy, Fhilosophy, Mathematics und rhysicese If the curriculum permits,
0. strong minor in Education should be availables

To gum up, then, I would suggest that there be probebly 4 centers in vhich there is either
comeducetion, or a women's unit in the federation, preferebly the latter, and that in one
area there be two completely separete universities, one for men end the other for women.
Vihether these should be in the same city or not is o question that would be more easily
settled later, I think, My own inclination is to place the women's university somewhere
in the Last China area, but this may well be a prejudiced view, and I do not think the
locetion is as important es the principle thet there should be one completely independent
Christien institution for women. If we do not do that, I feel that we have nissed &« real
opportunity to meke & contribution that no one else will mekes

Although meny of these matters have been discussed with others, both in and out of our
Ginling Croup et verious times, I wish it bo be clear that the opinions here expressed
ere my persmncl ones only, I think most of them are similar to opinions held by other
mambers of our group, but some may hot be.

Respectfully submitted,

(signed) Ruth M, Chester

Ruth M, Chester,
Dean of Studies, Cinling College.
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