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RUTH M. CHESTER
3914 LOCUST STREET
PHILADELPHIA

My 1 Rale L atharine
Pres, dission has engaged, through
passage on | &t
put according t i
Japan) sailing Aug. 5th from
told her she could put me in
that is as likely as any to be a satisfectory dage
for me., So I suggest thet you try to arrange that
through i#iss Aber, so I can be in the same cabin
with Miss . For the present it is probably

stmpler just to engage that streight through to
Hongkong and arrange the stop-over later if 1t proves
possible.

If this 1s arranged
be possible, and honorable,
while another place on the Pres,
should feel a little more
if I ston in Shanghai, the g
a little too late, though I hope not I have
2lready written to Chengtu, asking ther O send me
d as sgsoon as they can about when I should be there,
drs. Thurston will be finding out as soon as
: cen zbout the prosfpects of a trip to Wanking.
5o I think I ought to be able to settle 1t quite

defindtely about the fipst of April. ~ , : i
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Hotel Bellevue
Boston Massachugetts
25 January 1939

Dear Ruth:

At the moment I cannot prove that I have answered
" your question about Berbour Scholarship imformation.
In my mind T have long ugo written as follows:

The Barbour Scholarship Commitiee stands ready
at all times to supply copies of a very small brochure
on the regulations of asppointments. I have not a copy
of this booklet and you would, in any case, wish to have
the current issue. This booklet states very clearly all
of the regulations, and would give you all nesessary in-
formation for filing applications. I feel certain that
the Committee would be willing to have you file a pre-
liminary application on behalf of aeny student too far
away to act for herself, although it is considered highly
important for the student herself to fill in the forms
at the earliest pcesible moment. -

I hope that you have enjoyed your jaunt Westward and
Horthward. If you are anywhere tonight within reach of
the gales that are sweeping Boston, your ears and nose are
being nipped in a way that eveu China could not better.

Affectionately yours,

LEMse Mrs., Te Do Macmillan

Miss Ruil Chester

¢/o Mrs. William B. Stimeon
3914 Locust Street
Philadelphia Pennsylvania
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Dear Eva:-

A letter has just come to me from Helen Loomis which distéirbs
me considerably. ©She says that when she was in N.Y. sche learned in
the office that a "blanket request had come through from China,
from the board meeting for a secretary tor Dr. Wu" with no mention
made of [&len or her relationship, and that a number of peeple in
New York wondered what the matter was. I can hardly believe this is
correct for several reasons. I have heard of no board meeting andg
L don't : when there could have been one, with Dr. Wu away in
Madras. Y view of Ther letter to wme just before she left for
Madras, in fact 1t was finished and zent from Hengkong, it couldn't
have come before that. If it is not correct then something W¥iss
lioore said (she was tre only one she saw, wasn't she?) must have bheen
misunderstood. What I suspect is that Miss Moore told her something
about the inguiries already sturted for a secretary, and this got
mixed somehow, It dis exactly the thing I was afraid of when vou
first suggested writing to &mith, for it scemed to me rather underhand-
ed to be working on new candidates when Helen was still in the field,
and I felt that if she learned of it 1in any way it would meke her pdei-
tion very difficult. Helen is being very fine about it, but this adds
a most unpleasant and unnecessary complicati-n to the whole situation.
Bven if it were true that such a thing had come from Cnina it is cer=-
tainly not Miss Moore's place to report it to Helen. I don't know who
started that unfortunate conversation, but it looks as if i Moore
more talking thah she should have, and somethning she said was misund
stood. Will you try to find out exactly what happened, and in any
will yvou let me know right away whether anything at all about the
secretaryship has come from China, other than my letter from Dr. Wu?
puts me in a very queer position too, since Dr. Wu definitely asked
take the matter up with Hegen. It make= it appear that either Dr. wWu or
I or both are not dealing straightforwardly witl Helen. I gathner that it
was this which made Helen feel uncertzin and not able to figure out whrat
I was trying to say or do.

I'm sorry to trouble you witn this, but whebher Dr, Wu does agk
her back or not, this ought to be cleared up at once, before her reply
comes 1f possible.

Sincerely

e




Hotel Bellevue
Boston Iegsachusetits
8 February 1939

Dear Ruth:

I have just received in the morning's mail your note of yesterday,
and T am replying at once. I am asking you to send the enclosed copy
to Helen Loomis, for she should certainly have our complete confidence
in this matter.

Your note raises the question of an impression Miss Loomis received
in New York that a request for a secretary for Liss Wu had come through
from China without reference to her. There has been no corregpondence on
this matter from China except that wiich hus either been directed to you
or referred to you., Miss lMoore is a very kindly person and she was ap-
parently put scmewhat off her balance by the questions which Miss Loomis
put to her in recent conversation. She has had little experience to pre-
pare her for response to that type of question, end it secems quite clear
that her sattempts to sllay Vies Loomis's fears as to Miss Wu's ettitude
missed their inlended effect. When lMiss Loore mentioned the conversation
to mey, I was disturbed, because T realized this very luck of executive
diseretion on Miss Moore's purt, and T cannot say T am surprised to know
that things were seid which would only raise additional questions in liss
loomis's mind. T hope that she will erase the incident from her thinking
in so far as the ultimate issues are concerned. She can be thoroughly
assured thet nothing was being kept from her, und I hope that her sense
of humor and more muwture experience will come to her eid, so that she can
realize she brought upon herself the added bewilderment through conversa-
tion with a very new member of our staff who has never before had to deal
with waterial in the dimensions of significance represented by the China
Colleges. :

Lastly, T sharply resent your statement of yesterday thet the inquiry
to the Appointment Office of Smith College was premature or unsuitable. We
might well not only have taken the step we did to discover whether there
wore candidates availuble on the Smith liet, but have informed UViss Loomis
that we were doing so. You have a copy of the note which I wrote to Smith,
and may well share this with Miss Locmis. TIn that, we spoke of a remote
possibility that the preferred candidate for this position might not be able
to take it, and that we wished to have preliminary information as to the
availability of other candidates. I have not a copy of the note at hand




Hiss Ruth Chester -l= 8 February 1939

" thie morning, but T believe you will find that I have quoted its entire
text except for a brief deseription of the requirements of the poeition
and emphasis upon its importance. Miiss Loomlis has herself had sufficient
experience in appointment work of this kind to know that we would have
been sadly remiss in our duty to Ginling if we had not done something

of this kind in looking forward to the slight possibility that she would
not be able to return to Cinling.

Mrs. Thurston and T had a very satisfactory three hours st her
home yesterday, and it sppeared to be a relief to her and to iies Calder
to have me depart with a considersble load of historic Ginling meterial
which we will carefully keep in New York. Some of it is photographie,
and some of it pamphlets ~ no complete files, We already have in New
York the residuum of Wigss Bender's files. - We see Mra, Thurston off at
North Station on her way to Hanover und points West at 12:30 on Fridey.
last evening I felt th:t she was near enough to the end of her packing
to be sssured of departing without too much weariness, a fact of whieh
I was not 3t all certain when T saw her three days ago.

3inecerely yours,

LBY¥se ¥rs, T. Do lscmillan

Miss Ruth Chester

¢/c Urs. William B, Stimsom
3914 Locust Street
Philadelphia Pennsylvania
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Dear Eva:-

It happens that I have just had a letter from Wa

says that she is hoping to come to America next fall and
again for the Barbour Scholarship. Che wanted me to write
her behalf, which I have done. The big quextion there will he
of course, for they are rather wary after severzl unfortunate healtth
problems, and she hac been offered a Barbour Gcholarship twice and

. O ~_to decline for health reasons. However I told them that I knew tirat

Vo s WD wei1d be their chief question and that I really throught she was a saf

kM risk now. T don't know what her chances are there, but not very great,
N I fear. As soon as I got her letter & also wrote to Miss Comstock

w WV to see whether there was anything worth applying for trere, and whetier
I could »nut in the application for her. There has not been time yet
to hezr from her. Meanwhile I should think it very worth while to
put her name in for 3.U., though it would not be my first choice for
ner. If the man you speak of doss leave the chem. dept I should hate
to have her go there, for she should have something re:lly good. I
should think the best way would be to put in her applicaticn and =ce
what comes of that and these other feelers. I will writ e a
letter recommending her and enclose it, so that you can use it
wich.

Do you know what Chen Lan-ying wants to study?

economics, but she may have changed her interests since I knew !

If you think they have what she wants I should think it a g i

0 put her name in there. Is 3.7, a good place for music?
what Hu Shih-tsang would want, and she is ready for quite advanced

I don't know anything about their music so the question is without any
implications whatsoever. The other question about her is trat so iar
as I know she has nothing for travel or any part of her expenses. It
may be that Uiss Sutherland has arranged that in soine way, but I am sure
Shih-tsang herself has absolutely nothing, except debts. That was one
of the reasons I didn't try to put #nf the Barbour application for her
for T felt my uncertainty on that point alone would pracitcally dis-
qualify her. It is hard to know what to do, for I dontt think it looks
well or helps our cause to make applications and then possibly tur
cia

them down for lack of other funds, and yet I hate to block any ch

1
n
n
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of getting her g scholarship if she could possibly use it, for she is
more or less wasting time at present, I gather and she is certainly
worthy of the chance. KXao Ren-ying's plans are all made by the Y.W.

I think and all financed as far as study goes. All she needs is a
little help on the travel end which she is carrying herself. The

R.R. clergy certificate wjas what she was asking for, but I don't

see how we can do anytining about that when she is under the Y. W,

There are severalfother girls apldying for a Barbour Scholarship

and they certainly won't all make it, but whether it is wise to put

any of them on the B.U, list or not, is a question. Only one of them
is a Ginling faculty member and that is Hwang Dzun-mei, also chemistry.
I do not know whether she has any understanding with Dr. Wu about the
future or not, but she hes been with us now for several years and done
very good work. That brings to wy mind a question about Wu Mou-i. che
has not been with Ginling the last two years, as she definitely wanted
some experience elsewhere. £So she is not tdchnically a member of our
Yaculty now. DBut she has been for many years and we hope very much

she will come back to us after she has had further study. She has made
no prmisies, I think, but has said that she would be glad to consider
it later, and I feel practically sure she will return to us. Certainly
Dr. Wu and I will both do everything possible to get her to, and I
think she wants to herself. I hooe, in fact, that she will become the
head of the department eventually. I thought you ought to know this

in case it makes any differecnce in kkz her eligibility.

Helen Loomis was rather distressed that I had said anything
about her letter to me, which she evidenlty thought I would take
entirely confidentially, though there was nothing i the letter to
indicate that. However, I still think it was better to clear the mat-
ter up, and am gled that I had done it, guite innocently, before I
knew she didn't want me to. But she does want it dropped and for-
gotten now, and I think she i: right about that. I do ho e we hear
soon from Dr. WU, It ought to come any time now,

I will enclose a letter of recommendati:n for Wu Mou-i, written
to you, but in a form you can pass on. If you want any further in-
formation about any of the others, more than you slready have, let
me know and I will do what I can. Of all the group I fegl lMou-i
should have f'irst place, because she is the oldest and has done such
a splendid piece of work and is capable of the best. I am sure Dr. Wu
would agree with me on that too, and it is not just because I happen
to know her best and am most fond of her personally.

I will let you know if there are any developments from Radcliffe.

cincerely,

U
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Wofow 1f 1t

Thankyou for the letters from Dr, WU, I am glad to know
she nad safely rcturned, and I hore my letter was not too long in
arriging. Hers seems to have been protty slow., Was it a clipper
letter, or ordinary mail? T hooe Miss lossman's got there earlier,
didn't I am afraid there will not be much zhe can do.

I have written her, s she will let me know whatever comes of it.
Itse too bad it is so late, but with Dr.
be helped, I guess. In tie same mail with your letier I had one

from Eva Macmillan about fellowship applications for verious Gin-

P

ling girls that we have ©T€en corrssponding about.
I thought we should try to get some help for some of them

asking if

In thet she was

from the Associated Boards emergency fund for Chinese faculty study.
As Dr. Wu's letter was so much related to that I took the liberty of
send them on to her first, and asking her to send them immediately

to Rebecca,
vgy of answering her letter,

I hope you don't mind, but it seemed the only simple
I ’ - . - p
I have written Rebecca that

I did

this, so she will know it is on the way and can check up if it

doesn't come along promptly.

I shall be writing Mrs. Sears shortly and will mention L
she is not doing anything on Chinese faculty anyhow,

think it matters theres

» A I am sorry Dr. Wu has so many things
the tiwe,

but I don't see any hope of remedying it.

I have also written iereb lMosswan.

though
so I don't

to call her away all

All the things

she mentions are so importunt that T don't see how she can avoid

them, and yet this constant travelling has for some years back
 really seriously interferped with her regular administrative duties.
| I feel very strongly that Ginling cannot afford to lose her, nor can
| we afford to hold her back {rom these larger responsibilities, even

if we had the right to, and the only solution I see is to try to
| get another administrative officer, perhaps vice president, to be
{associated with her all the imkex time, who would know her plans and
| be able to help c.rry them out, both in her absence and when she is

: there.

This plan for Tsu Yu-dji, for example should hav: been

taken cure of earlier, though perhaps th:t is a bad illustration

as I guess a good deal of it evolved while she was

aWaY o

There will

il

Wu away so ling it couldn't
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he at least two difficulties in carrying out such a plan, even if
pproved., One is that she will almost certainly protest that
Ginling cannot afford to add such a person to the stalf. &ince she
has even tried to do without a secretary these last two years, I
foresee she will halk on that score, The other difficulty would

he to find the right person, who would work with and under rer and
still be one she would trust to take action ib her absence, and to
take over entirely part of the rogular administrative work. Tt
might be possible to combine it with the dean's work or some other
work, for it might not need to be a full time pob, but T do think

a permanent person that not only takes over in her absence, but is
agsociated with her all the time, would be a greut telp. T was
writing Mrs. New recently and said very much the same thing to ber.
I am so afraid Dr. Wu will go beyond her strenghh sowme of these aays
and have to give up, and we must prevent that if possible. Tt may
be that a good secretary would eventually fill this need, out
don't see how she could at first. " .l f- jejf # l_w;“,gﬁ 2

(‘i;("vg- LS )

Helen Loomis is almost surely not rsturning, though sine
not given her official answer yet. Nothing has been heard from
Dr. Wu, but it ought to come soon. I asked her to cable, and that
afraid she has not felt she

could do it that way.
I talked with one in New York the other day, who looks like

good prospect, and there are one or two others under eonsider

I tad dinner with Mrs. Sears and we talked it all over.

"me to carry the correspondance with them a little farther, wii

am doing. I hope we can bhe ready for a decision by the time of
the executive com. meeting, dbut am not sure of course.

I did not get to the Philadelphia Day of Prayer meetings
c

nursing a cold t}

was speaking in the evening at Ambler and wa
I c-uld have heard

threatened to interfere with tnat. I wish
FKebecca.,.

My trip has been postponed till after Faster, which suits

me better and also fits the dages for speaking better. I shall ope
leaving here April 11lth, and #ill get back around May lst.

Affectionately yours,




‘B8aRdpeolifl Terrace
Tonkers, lew York
Herch 9, 1939

Uy degr Wiss Chestors
Since I mot and talked with you the other night, a letter
from "rse Vield at Smith College indioates that we should be rather ocare~
ful in our cousideration of HMiss Jennett for the opening at Ginling. <he
vriles as followss "During my abserce my secretary recommended to you
“iss Jarbara Cennette From my pe sonal knowledge of her while in Colliege,
I guould have beon rather hesitant to have made this suggestion. I was
under the impression that 'iss Bemmett was perhaps not so well adjusted
as she should have been. It has Lecn somo years since she has been here,
and T am not really in a position to judge her at the present time, but I
if you are considering her for the position at Ginling College, I should
like te¢ have you make & very careful iaquiry concerming her success in her
presont positione”

You will recall thet we hed no recommendation for her {rom
those with whon che works et prosonte It was stated that those papers
would be sent on in & few dayss I have received none, and there may Le
some significance attached to this facte I shall be glad to know what
vou have learned {rou your interview with lrs, Dennett after we talked
together. ‘

‘lore recently, papers have come from Miss Mildar Leland, who
is now teaching piano and head of the 'fusic Depariment of State Teachers
College in Dickinson, Yorth Dakcte. I also have a letter from “iss lLeland
and I am very much pleased with everything T have about her at the present
timo,

Miss Clarlotie landeen of Caldwell, "ew Jersey is also anxious
for an interview as soon as possible, I am wondering what success you had in
Tfollowing up the list of possibilities for ¢ e ot er poeition,.

In your proposed trip after Faster, would you be any nearer
Horth lakota than Detroit? It would seom to me wortivthile to have Yiss Leland
come Go Detroit if further correspondence seems to warrant itg

Sincerely yours,

_ﬂ.!SS/am
Miss Ruth Chester Mrs. Charles He Sears
ggihﬁgms oet Chairman, Personnel Committee.

» Pennsylvania

i
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Dear Eva,

Thankyou so much for sending me word about Wu Mou-i. I am sorry
tnat my reply to you has been delayed a vtit by the fact that T was away ,
but hore it will not matter sericusly. I am getting aletter off to
Mopn-}4 on this clipper, telling her that there is good hope of some help
from Ginling and that if her acceptance of this offer is dependent on
that to let me know at once what her minimum requirement would be. I
advised her to come, but pointed out that there may be somerisk as to
finances after the first year. My own feeling is that if the first year
and round trip travel is in sight she had better come, and hove that a
way can be found for her to #inish her degree once she is here,

Do you know whetker she has been catalogue and course of
study bulletin for the graduate school, so she will know where she 1s,
and what requirements she nas to meet? I told her she would have to
have both French and Germa e she might = to do some more on
them this spring. I y sure her German will bTe all right.

Did you think there was anything else she might lack? I can't think
of anytning, but I din't know their requirements. Did they tell you
she would have to take a pre-graduate ye.r? You said something like
that in one of your letters, but I can't see why, and I should not tui
they would give fellowship aid to her if they thought that. I would
like to know about it, for it wight easily make a difference in her
cision.

Yes, a0 approve of her coming, if Ginding can help her out
the way suggested at the Ex. meeting. I think once here there would
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a way found for her to [finish, and if not, she would at least get the
year, which is better than nothing. Wy only hesitation would be if they
really have some regul which would prevent her from being a full
graduate student and rignt to work on her requirements for the
Joctorate. Of course simPly a matter of not having a certain
rank until the language definiency is made up, and they would allow her
to go on with the work while that was getting done, neigler she nor I
would mind that. I don't want her work in China to be discounted, bhut
axide the matter of her fecﬂﬁcal rank at flrst is umimportant if it
doesn't mean adding a year to her study. ©&he will probably need trhree
years altogether, I should think, considering the language, but that
ought to be enough unless her thesis strikes difficulties - then no one




Kwelyang
Her address is care of Nakixmakx Medical College, Kweiyang, Kweichow.

I am very happy that she has this chance and hore we can raise
enough to help her with whatever elie she needs Ixkaxxxazkxk (Sorry,
I've been to church since I started this latter and was Just about to
repeat something I have alrecady szid).

I have a letter from Michigan seying they have granted the Barbour
ocholarship to Hwang Dzun-mei, so that is good news too. I rather
think that with that she may be all right, but have asked Dr. Wu
to f{ind out whether she needs any other help and let us know.

I think my trip will work out about as follows:
Aprll 11 - 18th Washington
17 - 12 Western College, Oxford, Orio,care of Alice
Butler,
n 19 - 22 Berea, Ky.
" £2-= £4 Charleston Il1l, Care of Ldith Hadglht.
" 24 - 26 or 27, Detroit and Ann Arbor
n 27 - 28 Cleveland, Fmily Case
" 28 ?? Elmira College.

A few details still need revising, as I think the friend I want to
vieit in Elmira is coming to Philadelphia about the time I would get
there, If I can make it in time to drive over with her it will be fine,
but I may just miss it. If you especially want me in Ann Arbor the
24th (or was it Detroit?) I could take a night train and get there
that morning, so let me know how important it is. I have not heard
anything mor< from the Detroit Smith Club, so don't know whether that
is to be a date or not., At present the Lackington Smith Club is the
only speaking engagement. In Washington I shall be with Hean Gates
1701 Swann St, N.W, till 14th and then with Mrs. Ray H. Skelton, Box
178 Hyattsville Md. the rest of the time., If there are any important
changes in these dates later I will let you know,

Sincerely,

T@Mm\mﬂwm% " ujj“%%w%ub
W& &JM,.N;,%WU{ U
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Hotel Besllevue
Boston Mlassachusetlts
4 April 1939

Dear Ruths

I have just talked with Miss Dorothy Young, the pleasant
assistant in the Craduate School office at Redcliffe, and she
tells me that a new course of study pamphlet has just come off
ihe press. She will send a copy %o you, but will not mail ome
to Wu lou-i. By any ordinary post, I suppose a pamphlet would
not get through in time to e of use. It oceurred to me that
you would be able to take out the pages of value and send them
along by air. I hope that this hunch is the right ons.

The suggestion of a pre-graduate year was mede by Mrs.
Cronkhite before she was convinced that Mou-i had usable German.
If there had been no credit of = modern language allowed, Rad-
clilfe would not have granted the fellowship. The more generoue
ruling followed ~ as T understand it - upon our gerding to Nrs.

Cronkhite your statements in regard to Mou~i's German, and this
encouraging fellowship grani ie the enmd result. I feel guite
certain from all thet Nrs. Cronkhite has said to me that no
fellowship aid is given to a student who is not considered to
be of full graduate siztus.

The 24th of April is the day of the meeting of the Woman's
Auxiliary of the Dioecese of Michigan at which which e Ginling
hour has been arrvanged. I do mot know the time of the day. I
shall be there in any case, and it is a group with which I am
much at home. If you are in the city, you could certainly add
to the interest of the hour. At the moment I do not know where
I shall be staying in Detroit, but must let you know when errange-
mente are completed. T usuelly stay at thc Wardell, corner of Wood-
ward end Kirby, but I wmay decide oum the Statler this year.

It is such a satisfaction to know that Hwang Dsun-mei is to
be at Michigan next year. T have it in mind to ask Almemm Gray
Wilde for a repetition of her thousand dollar gift, making it
this year the thousand dollars which we are to keep in hand for
these cases of graduate study. Almena lives in Detroit.

Your itinerary sounds like a continual round of pleasant
reunions, but why this touch and go speed? I can see each one of
your hostesses trying to keep you longer.




Miss Ruth M, Chester -2- 4 April 1939

The Charles R. Bennetts burst upon my vision this morning
at the Bedlevue. They both look well enough, but bear the marks
of the recent stremuous days. They do not comuit themselves as
to whether or not they are to return. If you have a yearning to
communicate with them, I would suggest that you address them in
care of the Natiomal City Bank of New York.

Sincerely yours,

Miss Ruth M, Chester
3914 Locust Street
Philedelphia Pennsylvania




RUTH M. CHESTER
3914 LOCUST STREET
PHILADELPHIA

wr., C.A., Evans
Room 903

150 Fifth Ave.
New York City.

e

My dear Mr,

i ¥ o fe e. 1little guilty about con-
tinuing to hold two sailings for this summer. The
situation is this have heard from Dr., Wu, but she
was not yet sur college would be onening on ac-
count of uncertainty about the goverrment military
nursing requirements. However in that letter she said
she thought my plan to reasch Hongkong Cept. 7 would be
all right and to continue to hold that and she would
let me know, probably by cable during March what the
finel plans would be. March is past and rothing more
has come., The Sept. 7 date is C.P., the one Iiiss Aber
is holding for me, so therec is every probzbility that
I shall go that way. If there is no grezt pr:sssure
for final decisions and it seems all right to hold the
one you have a little donger I should be gled to have
it in reserve, but if you feel itis not fair to keep it
under these circumstinces let it go and I will toke my
chances later 1f there has to be a change. If necess-
ary I could cut out the Shenghai-Nanking stop-over but
I ho.e to get soue things out and tazke with me that will
be a r«sl help to our work, so I don't want to dmit that
unless necessary.
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RUTH M. CHESTER
3914 LOCUST STREET
PHILADELPHIA

Please use your own Judgement as to whether to
continue to held the sailing you have for me, and
I will let you know as soon as any further word c mes
from Dr. Wu.

I have had enother question in my mind for some
time, and that is whether anyone has asked you to
make a tentative reservation fowr & probable new mem-
ber of our Ginling staff. We are hoping to get a new
music teacher, and possibly also a secretary for Dr.
Wu, but no definite appointment: are made yet. What
should be done in order to maske sure that such parsons
will be able to get sailings? It will be quite im-
portunt for any new people going out to meet me in
Hongkong, at least, for the trip inland may have its
difficulties and would certcinly be easier for a new-
comer if she had a fellow-traveler that knew China.
Very likely she or they would not want to stopover
in Shanghail; though possibly the tri. to Nanking would
appeal if it could be arronged. I would like to take
the whole trip together, but probably a sailing tio wee
later than mine, that is the Emp. of Asia which T will
be taking frow S'hai to HK would be the best guess to
make now. I think there is every probability that
there will be a music appointment, but quite =z big
chance thut the secretary will be arranged on the field
end not going frow here, so probubly one reservation in
addition to mine should be held.

Sincerely yours,

. Yot




April 6, 1939

Miss Luti. Ye Chester
3914 Locust Street
Philaedelphic, Pe.

Dear Misc Chester:

Your letter of the 5th ceme to hend this mornin . &né pleese
euse your consclence about holding the President Line reservetione
There is ev.ry prospect that this can be used by either the Presbyterian
Board or our office, and we will not reliiguyish it umtil it is absolute=
ly necessery.

Incidentslly you mey be interested to lesrn thei there are
ebsolutely no sailings aveilable on the August seilinc of the Cenadien
Pacific or the Americen President Linee This coes not meen but thet there
mey be opportunities through cencellaticns, but there is & very lerge waite
ing liste

No request has been made for e reservution for a music teacher,
buc I have asked the Presbyterien Board .o hold e reservation which they
have unless they heve a previous applicent for stme. In any eveni, we
will bear this in mind, but hope thet as soom &s the Committec &pyroves
oi & cencidate thet our office will be informed immeciately.

With sincerest personal repgards, 1 remain

Very truly yours,
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I had a letter fron Dr., Wu today and therec
to pass on to you.

I wrote her about Louise Chang some time ago and
would like to get mor<e information about Louise Chang,
confidential letters from her professors. We need to s
our sociology staff and I would be glad to know of posci
Can you collect some such information for her, or get it gent on to
her? I don't even remember where Miss Chang i1s studying. She doesn't
indicate whether she would invite her for next fz1ll or not, and of
course in the me.ntime she may tzke some other job, but the best we can
do is to get the information to her and an d.iress where she can resch
her in the summer if she wan s to.

She thoroughly approves of helping "u Mou-i to accept the Radcliffe
appointment, but fecels doubtful about giving anything to Hwang Dzun-mei
as she has been teaching a shorter time at Ginling and will proovably not
be returning to us ldter, or at least it is uncert: in.  Wu Mou-i ic
definitely plannlnb to return to Ginling. ©She feels any shcolarship help
we give should be dependent on length of service and definite plans for
return etc. which is what we should all agr-e to. ©She does not mention
Mrse Yeh in this connection thought in another place she speaks of her
decision to accept the VWestminster offer., T infer that she is not count-
ing on any help from this fudd.

She says Tsu Yu-dji does not seem to want to return to Ginling or
to go abroad forg study next fall, though I gather the final decisiong
has not been made., ©&he knows about Wu Suen-i's correspondance with
Emily Werner and the scholarship, though I can't tell bhether she realize
what kind of study that would largely be. £She is empecting Suen-i in
from the country soon and will talk it all over with her and let us
know later whether any of the Southern Methodist money is needed for
either of these people.

She has evidently about recached the conclusion that the kEnglish
department should have an additional foreigner rather than a Chinese
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and aske me to find out from Rebecca about someone she interviewed sev-
eral years ago. [ have written Rebecca for more information. She
suggests the possibility that Louise Shoup might come back for a year

or two, though Louise's best friend in Nanking is doubtful about her
being happy in Chengtu, as am I. Do you know whether she finishes her
doctorate this year or not? I have the impression that she does not

and if that is true she would not want to interrupt it at this stage.
She wants to tzlk with segeral others before she finally decides on
asking any foreigner, as there is only a €hinese salary budgeted, hut
thought I might be making tentative enquiries in the meantine.

/

She evidently felt in Hongkiong that Mr. Cressy was so enthusiastic

about the progress of cooperat on in Shanghal and the possible realiza-
tion of his long-cherished dream of a Federated University there that
he is inclined to overlook the needs of the grouphin the west. They
are cooperating also, though on a somewhat different basis, but I sup-
. pose he feels it is more temporary than that in Shanghai. Anyhow she
. felt we should do all we can at the A.B. meeting to keep up our end.

i What is the latest on the music vacancy? Did you cable? If so

will you ask Miss Moore to drop me a line when the answer comes? I
am still hanging on to two sailings, and fegél I should continue to do
so as long as there is any chance of another Yinlinger going out this
summer, for it is practically im;ossible to get anything now.

Miss Moore may have told you that I am gong to Baltimore after
all for a Smith Club meeting May 3lst. T can't say I am enthusiastic
about adding such a trip to ghe million things I am trying to do in
the next two or three weeks, but I felt I couldn't turn them down
itnce I said in March that I would do it in May if they wanted me to.

I must get a letter written to Dr. Wu and bedtime is approaching
and tomorrow is plenned pretty full, so I must on to the next., I
"hope I have rzmembered all the important things.

Sincerely,

M
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My dear Mr, Evans:

At last I am back home and have a little time to think and
plan and write letters, and there is quite a lot of business that I
need to transact with you.

Firstly, lest I forget it, there is still considerable pros-
pect of another Ginling appointee so I hope you will ask the Pres-
byterian Board to continue to hold the Aug. 5th sailing until Miss
Griest or Mrs. Macmillan are sure whether we shall need it or not.

I would like to feel that I personally have no further responfsibilty
for it, and have told both Mrs. Macmillan and Miss Griest about it.

I am definitely counting of)y the Cleveland, July 28th as I think you
know,

Miss Aber said she would get my visas for me and send the
passport to you when it was finished - Japanese, Chinese, British and
Frennh are needed, I suppose, but all trangit ones except the Chinese.
I hope recent events will not cause our State Department to interfere
in any way.

I was beginning to wonder if my plan to return here from Maine
to get my trunks was a sensible one, or if there could be some other
way found that would make it possible for me to go from Boston to
Chiczgo without coming here, but I don't want to take trunks to Maine
and no other way seems feasible except to check now to Boston aad from
there to S.F. and I have just a slight hesitation in doing that in
view of the uncertainties that are inevitaeble in these days. If there
should be any reason for a change of date or plen it might be quite
awkward to have the trunks way off there, and probably storage for a
month would eat up part of the small zmount that would be saved by
not coming back here. I stopped at this point and did a little figuring
and find there is practically no difference in cost anyhow, so I'll '
settle on Philadelphia. I shall then leave Maine on Saturdeay afternoon
July 22 and get here Sunday morning and leave again Sunday night. I
don't know whether I should pay for my ticket as far as Philadelphia
or not. When I came home last summer I went to¢ liaine directly from
Montreal which was probably cheaper than it would have been to come
here, but I'm not sure. I seem to have thrown away the timetable I
need for that but I think I leave Bangor around three or four sonething
Saturday afternoon and get to N.,Y. at6:20 standard time, in the A.M.




A coach ticket is all right from PHYY N.Y. to Phila and then I can take
whatever t#ain is convenient. ©Since there is no clergy rate from Maine
to N1Y. anyhow and from N.Y. to Phila I can get my own with mypcertiffi-
cate, suppose you just get the ticket and reservations from Phila west
anyhow. If you think the college should be responsible for my trip down
from Maine I can charge that up separately, and if not I'll just pay it.
So it is Phila to Chicago, via P.R.R. with a reservation on the Pitts-
burgh Night Express, train #35-79 leaving Phila atl0:40 P.M. July 23 and
from Chicago west via C.&N.W., U.P.RR and S.P.RR "The Challenger" train
# 87 in the C. & N.W. table and #x%%% in Nte U.P. which leaves Chicago
at 10:30 P.M, the 24th and reaches S.F. at 8:25 the morning of the 27th.
I will be in Phila now until next Friday, June 23, and if you would
rather have me get the tickets now I can do so, if you send me the money.
Or you can get them at your liesure and send to me in Maine. I did not
expect to be here for this extra week when I first began planning.

I think that takes care of all the travel problems, but I have a few
items to présent in the way of expenses etc:
Purchases for Miss Minnie Vautrin, to be deqéucted from her
Salary cheCKOOOII..'.....'...l.................'....C. 14001
Expenses to N.Y. for A,B.C,C.C. MeetingSecesscsossssoscos ~os 2.90
" " " " Ginling meeting..'..'...............l‘ 2.70
| !‘ POStage,Ginling buSineSSQQQJCOQOU-c0.0000.--.-.--.....---. 2.00
/ﬁﬂka Total due in addition to salary and travel funds 2161 «
As I am having more expenses now than I shall after I get to Maine,
making final purchases etc. I should be very glad if I could have these
#) funds and some salary advngce immediately, for mse next week. If this
-1s not convenient or too irregular I San mamage, but it would be simp-
ler to have this and at least the June salary right now, and if the
July "salary could come now it would be fine. The travel allowance and
funds can come any time that allows a few days margin for me to get to

the bank in Bar Harbor and get Express checks, for we don't go over ~ (¢4
there very often. I have so far paid all my dental bills and most of
my medical bills myself, and do not plan to turn them in. FHowever I
mention them so the door will not be closed in case I find I am coming
out too badly to be able to afford to do that.

If I had done all my thinking and figuring before I began this
letter it would have been a better letter, but I trust it won't be too
'hard to wade through. My address in Maine, after June 23, is care of
Mrs. W. B, Stimson, Sutton Island, Maine.

Thankyou for all your trouble, and let me know 1if I have léft any
loop-holes unprovided for.

Sincerely,

R . 8 bk




RUTH M. CHESTER
3914 LOCUST STREET
PHILADELPHIA

June 19, 1939,

My dear lir. Evans:

A letter from Dr. Wu this morning raises one
question in regard to travel which I would like your
advice on. She suggests that people coming from Shang
hai have found it more convenient to take a coastal
steamer from S, to Happhong, which stops a couple of dz
days in Hongkong. I knew of this and would have tried
to go that way if starting in Shangh&i, but it is my
impression that going from here a ticket to Hongkong
costs very little more than to Shanghai and that it is
therefore cheaper to do as I planned and go on on the
pierce to Bongkong. Would you let me know how much
difference there is between the Shanghai and Hongkong
ticketd please? Do you think it would cost more to
do it the other way? They say it makes it easier in
Hongkong because you don't have to transfer baggage.

On the other hand, I hoped I cvuld send part of my bag
gage right on to HK on the Cleveland and not have to
handle it in Shanghai, and if I can do that it is an
argumnct the other way, though I have to handle a good
deal in Shnaghai anyhow and the total elimnation of
that problem in Hongkong would be nice. If I buy the
steamer ticket to HK now, would they redeem that part
in Shanghai if I should change my mind later? It
would depend some on dates.

A1 I forgot in my last letter to include a small bil:
: *:r the chemistry department, which I paid as they sent
" C.0. P >

D wamaly Al N B ro2







June 20, 1939

Miss Kuth Me Chester
3914 Locust Street
Philaedelphia, Pae

Dear Miss Chesters

I have checked with the steamship companies on the
question you reise about traveling coestwise from Shenghai to
Laiphong and think that you will find 1t a distinct disedventage.

The Chine [ avigetion | ompany 1s rumning boats at
inte. 7 of every twenty days, but they are much slower end not
all oi vhem stop at Helphonge The 0OsSeKe Japanese Line rums boats
from Yokohama south taking thirteen days for the trip, there being
something like eight stops. The cost of the ticket between Hongkong
and Shanghel on the reguler boats is $15,00. Vie do not know the
price on “he coastwise steamer. In every respect it would seem to
me most advisable to take the larger boat as fer as possible, putting
up with what small additionsl inconveniences a&s arc necessery in make
ing the transfer &t Hongkonge I shall not cesse to investigete still
further end will let you know if there is any change in opinione

We did mot have in mind buying the ticket until alter
July 1lst, although the reductions which you speak of cover round=trip
tickets elone. There is no reduction on single way through ticketse
These reductions are figured in zomes and entail & complicated pro=
cess of computing farses and it is possible that even on the 1lst of
July the, will not be put into effects

Most cordially yours,

Ce Ao LVANS

CAE/B

Herewith is check for $1e15 to cover the A, He Thomas
invoice.

Co Al EO
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UNITED CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY
SocIETY

FACULTY, ALUMNAE, AND

%\){;.SEFZ%AG{A\QS;I;;YLOR Phi ladelphia ® UNDERGRADUATES OF
Mrs. T. D. MACMILLAN June 22 H 1939.

SMmiTH COLLEGE

My dear Mr. Evars:

A letter from Miss Sutherland brings up some further business.
She asked me to try to get some victrola records, a baby organ and
possibly a portable victrola. For the latter I think I will try to
get mine out fom Nanking and take it up and can lend 1t to the music
department for the present. I went to a store here where they sell
second hand records and got quite a lot at prices very guch less than
new ones and they are all in good condition. They are being sent to
me to the boat and I asked them to send the bill to you. The total is
$10.27 less 50 cents which I paid in cabh ag a deposit the other day.
Never mind the fifty cents - I811l settle that in Chengtu or else keep
one or two records myself. The letter says Miss Priest and Dr. Wu
agreed that $100 might be used from the budget for these things. Can
you give me any advice about the baby organ? I have the impression
that the Moutkie organs, made in China stand up better out there than
organs from here, but for some reason Miss Sutherland seexs to imply
that she wants me to bring it from here if I can. She says if it is
too late to get it from here to look in Hongkong. Possibly Moutrie
isn't functioning now and they are hard to get, but I somehow doubt
that, Could I get it through the Pres. Board more cheaply than I
can direct? I doubt if it can be managed Boom here anyway because
of the time. It is too late to get it to HK by freight in time for
me to get it and I don't know whether I could take it as baggage on
the boat or not. If I can and it can get delivered to the boat in
San F. that would be all right. I am leaving for Maine tomorrow so
there is nothing I can do about it, and I don't know what to do if
I had the time. If it doesn't seem feasible I will try to get it
in Hongkong or Shanghai, and in that case will need a little margin
of funds beyond travel needs. I can btraighten the accounts with
Miss Priest when I get there.

Dr. Wu wrote that Butterfield and Swire have fairly frequent
boats from S'hai to Happhong, stopping a couple of days in HK. I
don't know what the cost is, but I think it is alwost surely more
than $15 and the gain in convenience is not very great, so I think
I won't bother with it.

Thankyou for the checks and the advance in salary. I am all
set now for Maine, and leaving tomorrow, so all further correspondane

should be addressed there - Sutton Island. O
Sincerely, QMiL Y% )
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3914 Locust St.
Philadelphia.
June 22, 1939.

Dear Eva:

I had a letter from Mrs. Rhead which I have sent on to
Rebecca. One of the things she asked was about travel conditions
and I told her you had a letter giving lots of details. While thy
may change before she goes, I think 1t would be a help to her
imagination to read it. Are you having it eopied? If so that
will be easy to send her a copy. If not would you send it to her
very soon, asking her to be sure to get it back to me before I sail?
I want either the original or a copy to take with me as I can't re-
member all the details. I think it would also be well to send her
the one telling me what to bring, for that too helps one to realize
what conditions are. She is not yet sure mether she can make it
before next summer, but is going to think it over and see what she
can do.

Did any answer come to the cable asking for more information
about the bombing? I am very anxious to know whether anyone I know
was involved.

I've spent most of today choosing victrola records from a second
hand lot. They are amazingly cheap and in good condition, so I got
39 records, some of them double, for $10.12! Quite a lot, in fact
at least half of them are good red seal records, and the cheaper ones
are things that will be of use, I hope too. It was fun and I think
I did very well on them, but it did take a pile of time in which I
expected to do other things. Since it is over $10.00 worth they will
send to ©San F., free of charge, also.

I talked with Florence and we decided that the best thing to do
about Miss Stimson is to put her name on the lists to receive bulle-
tins etc., and then after those have been coming awhile to send her a
regular appeal, Florence thinks that a special appeal for some par-
ticular purpose might get a response once, but that the other method
is more 1likely to get her on the lé#sts as a regular giver. You will
of course know that I do not want any pressure put on her in any way
that would seem to involve me or the family, but I think she might
be glad to give something. I think I gave you her address, but will
put it in anyhow in case Imdidn't. I will also add a few other names
of people who would like to get letters and information for they are
interested in Ginling and what happens to Ginling, but they won't be
worth much as givers for they don't have much. I'1l1l put all these
on a se arate paper and indicate their relationship to me., I will
just do the ones that coiie to mind quickly now, but I may think of
some more later. I am sending out a brief mimeographed letter to
friends before I leave and as I go through that list I may find some
that ought to be included.

I'm leaving tomorrow for Maine so send any further communica-
tians there - Sutton Island.

This is all I think of tonight, but my thinker is rather feeble.
I hope Maine air will revive it. Sincerelinaéﬁ%

\
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Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth S. Chester, 140-71 34th Ave., Flushing. wLﬁQQ&AJ,
(Cousin) i
Hrvev

Mrs. Charles W. Marsac, 30-60- 29kWx8k.48th St., Long Island City.
(Cousin)

Miss A. K. Stimson, 1900 Rittenhouse Sq., Philadelphia,
(My sister&s sister-in-law)

Mrs. Charles M. Burt, Greemport, N.Y. (Cousin)

Ruth M. Chester,




June 23, 1939

Miss uth M. Chester
c/o Mrse We Be Stimson
Sutton Iszland, Maine

Dear Miss Chesters

Your letter regarding the victrola records and the
organ came to hand this morning, and as you have spemt only
$10627 for the records and are willing to loan your machine
that leaves a considerable amount for the organe

It must be a year ago now thet a portable crgsn was
gent to them and vhich was peid for by Miss Griest as 1 remember
it. Recent reports indicate that it was lost in transit or else
it is held up et Kumming with & vast quantity of freight aggregate
ing about fifteen toms which Dre Beech is planning on taking through
to Chengtue This was & Bilhorn Orgen vwhich is the best made. Ve
paid §79.80 and if you are agreeable we will order one from Chicego
to be sent directly to your boat, the President Cleveland, sailing
July 28th. As there is time for us to order this and get it out to
you, we will wait for your advice.

When the bills come through, which you speal: of, I shall
take care of them immediately.

Very truly yours,

Cc A. EVANS
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University of Nanking
Chungking, China
June 23, 1939 (received W.Y.8 July)
rge Te Do Maomillan
Ginling College Office
150 Fifth Avenue
New York City, Us 5. A

Dear Vrs, acmillan:

Fresident Wu Yi-fang gave me the address of Yiss Chester in care of you and
she thought I could hardly reach her fore she left America., So I am taking this
liberty to write to you directly an' ask you the favour to forward the letber to Miss
Chester Lut keep the check (U.8s §100) for the time being in the Ginling Office,

4}

so that in case the letter misses her, the money will be available in lew York.

O

fhough I do not know you much personally, I am sure you must he a great
friend of Cinling College, So perhe you would like to know more what this is all
about, In briefs I am a Uinling Colls gradunte of 1936, majoring in Chemistry,
and now working on the experiment of malking photographic emulsions. T need some
chemionls and books which I should like to have Miss Choster order for me in the

Ny 8 ¢ R T TG I T R & PO o) .
United States and vring back to China with her,

§

L Pty b Vs % s & % , o ot Sk - P - 1 %W 9
Mank you ever so much for all your helpe.

ayre g s o T ap
urs sincerely,

’

isg LI Cineai)
Co Swen)

.

Dalsy Swen (
ﬁ.

(Mrrs.,

June

Dear !Mizs Chestory

If Lu Gin-ai's Clipper letter reaches you early enough for you to send in
a maileorder to some big company for ¢ chemicals she needs, you may then be alle
to take the package with you to Shanghai and Tongkonge From there, !ire Swen Minge-ching
may be able to get the WMinistry of Xducation %o find a way of shipping it vup %o
Chungking and also then it may be exempted duty. As you know, lir. Swen is working
uader !re Pan in making the Educational Movieg for the HMinistry of Education. The
reason I supgested mailing the order is that I know you will be very busy during the
lagt few days before you start on the long Jjourney. The /merican companies can be
trusted to pack sarefully and %o send the packages by the American Bxpress to the boat.
Gin=ai 1d me that this order may come to around one hundred dollars U, Se and would
like tc have our Yew York office pay it and for her to send the voen Lo I3
here, so 1if you should be able to get this order for her, you may

office to pay it but mark it clearly for lrs. Swen.

Yours sincerely,

YUk

ecause of inconvenience, I am sending check to Mrs. Macmillan
with this letter and asking her to keep for the time being, instead

or the avtove~mentioned errang
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Sutton Island
Maine,
June 28, 1939,

My dear ur. Evans:

As far as anything I know, your suggestion about the
organ is a good one. I cannot téll from liiss Sutherland's
letter whether they need another if the one sent last year
gets through, but I imagine that they do, or else had reason
to doubt the other one would ever turn up. In any case I am
sure they can use all they get, and apparently the ones they have
bought up there don't last well and will need replacing before
long. I do not know enough azbout organs, or about their needs
to know whether we should get the best there is, or a cheaper
one, but should think it was better if possible to get: the
best, and as you say there is plenty left out of the $100.

She said that was in addition to freight, so even this Bilhorn
organ won't take quite all of the $100., I think therefore

it would be best to go ahead and get it, or any other kind
you think best, and have it sent to my boat in a form that I
can teke as baggage if possible. I will do my best to get

it to Kunming with my things and make whatever arrangements

I can there for it to go on w.th my baggage. I gather that
any baggage is a nuisance, but a few organs more or less will
probably not make much difference as long as one must have
the baggage problem anyhow.

I friend recently asked me how she could send me
remittances in China if she wished., I said I would prefcr she
give the money to Ginling rather than to me personally, but if
she specially wished me to use it for something particular she
could either send to me direct, or to you to transfer through
Miss Priest. I trust that will be all right if she should do
1l

If there is anything more I need to tend to, please
let me know.

Sincerely,

J \
< - :
} WA W, V)
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Sutton Island, Maine,
July 11, 1939.

Dear Eva:

Your letter and the enclosures from China arrived this noon -
mail to this island being as you surmised a little slow. Incidental-
ly don't bother with a special delivery again, for it cither comes
with the other mail or afterwards] Only one mail a day is brought to
the island and that is immediately delivered, so the special does no

. Today it came a few minutes later than the other mail because
one of the family met the mail boy and got the mail from him, and he
saved out the special and brought it along because it had to be signed
for! You won't get the answer before Thursday or Friday I fear, but
it can't be helped.

L8 Gin-ai is a very fine girl in every way. She is a good stu-
dent, a fine emrnest Christian and has a very pkeasing personality,
I enjoyed her very much as a student and am very happy to get this
news of her and t o do anything I can to help her. She comes from
up in Shansi somewhere. Minnie wrote about her wedding in her diary.

~As for these requests it is hard to be sure of doing the best 3& fz

possible for her on such short notice but my suggestions would be the
following: For the gelatin and chemicals I think the Eastman Co. is
the best place. They are the ones who do most in organiec chemicals,
‘& aa”Neven aside from those especially relabed to photography and the other
vm*“ apparatus and chemical companies get some of their organic chemicals
& M?ifr from Eastman, S& I should give them the whole order, with instruc-
" ¥ tions as to quantities in relation to cost, so there would not be any
g-’;ygdelay in getting it off and have them send it to me at my boet in 8.F.
Lt That can surely go by post and ought to have plenty of time.
s ,__r' ‘5 .
)
ek oy . The books are not quite so easy. I know prgctically nothing about
SR this field so I can't suggest other books and haven't tice now to make
4 investigations. I wouldn't be surprised if the Eastman people might
~”¢§ be willing to make suggestions, especially if an order for chemicals
. W goes with it, I have glanced through my publishers catalogues of
;&vwﬁg;.chemical books which I have up here and Van Nostrand is the only one
Yoy, that has anything of the sort in it, #2 and # 14 in her list are
‘Aﬁfﬁuxf’Van Nostrand books, also # 12 which has a new 3rd edition either just
';yr out or not quite out. If the new one isn't out I would place the order
s
i =Y

b
B

and have it mailed to her later rather than get the old one now. The
only other Van Nostrand book which sounds of interest is one on the
Silver Browmide Grain of Photograhpic Emulsions by Tr&évelli and Sheppard.
This is also from the Eastman Research Lab. Monograph No. 1 of the
series on the Theory of Photography. It may be too theoretical to be
of special value to her at the moment, I don't know. I believe there
is time to write the Eastman people and get their advice on a list of
'%&S;bookscosting about $40 which they feel would be most valuable and
AN easily obtainable here, giving them her 1list to show the kind of thing
ﬁy~¥§u?she wants and telling them what she is doing, and then get the books
%’ ) ordered and mailed to me, preferably to the boat, but if it seemed
"QﬂQﬁXJ better for any reason to send to Philadepphia before the 22nd I could
S 4 take them from there. Perhaps an Eastman store right there in N.Y.
;K;z$§§§¥would be able to oblige. I have the impression that they ae very nice
Q! g, about helping on anything photographie. Any periodicals would have to
¥ :9\’
N




JUL11 1989

go by mail anyhow and a little delay in getting them ordered would
not matter. These are just suggestions and if you and lir. Evans
think of something that seems better go ahead. Eastmwman for the
chemicals and gelatin is the only thing I feel sure of. If they
don't have the particular brands of gelatin she mentions they will
koow what corresponds, I think., I think it is better for the order-
ing to be done from the office for there might be some delay in get-
: ting my credentials established if I tried to do it. ;
\ 54 g e AR
' As for Lu Gwel-dJEH™I™&0 have her card and am sorry that I
/" shall Jjust miss her, in the east at least, I don't know where she
|  willp be in California and whether there is any chance of my seeing
| her there or not. I will send a letter to the Q, Mary so she will
know my plans. I should think Helen Downes would be glad to meet hey
in fact I am rather inclined to think she may have been in her classg
those weeks she taught at Ginling in the spring of 1924. I think that
was about her generation, but I am not sure. [I don't kuow what she
will most want to seein New York. Probably some of the Fair, but
her time is so short I should not try to make very specific plans
till she arrives.] She is quite an independent individual and will
probably know what she wants to do, or at least be able to choose
from various possibilities. Her chemistry has been along medical
lines Jand if she wants to give any time in N.Y. to that sort of thing
I should imagine wedical research labs would interest most. The only
person I could intoiduce her to at the Medieal center will be away
at that time. That sort of thing isn't worth much when it hus to be
so hurried anyhow%] She was working in the Clinical Research Dep't
of the Lester InstTitute for Medical Research in Shanghal until she
- went to England to study and they arranged it for her, I think, or
possibly she had aChina Foundation Fellowship.

|

Ve If you have any suggestions on pictures desired let me know. I
~ would suppose that you don't especially want Chinese life in general
unless it ties in in some way with Ginling or its personnel. Do Ettie
and Florence have their developing done there, or do they send them
here for developing? I got some 36 exposure films and then wondered
if that was wise, for it means often a long wait before the whole
roll is tuken., Do you have any way of knowing whéther they have any
,{{, supply of Gimling films on hand? I don't want to tuke too many for
3f] they shouldn't be kept indefinitely and thought enough for about =
e year would be best, but it is hard to guess. I shall probably use
TW‘K/ some personally en route, partly by way of practicing on this camera.
a?ﬁxya{"One advantage 1in having developing done there, if it can be, would
il be that we could take personal and college pictures on the same
B film, and use it up more quickly and apportion the cost correspond-
. ingly. I shall soon be ready to get the first film developed and
“see what I am getting.

I was planning to write a note to Mr. Evans today, so will
enclose it in this same envelope,

I received today a letter from a Ginling alumna which I will
send to you later for I think it is worth having in the office. I
am not ready to part with it just yet, however,

Sincerely,
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EXCERPTS FROM LETTER FROV MISS RUTH M. CHESTER
WRITTEN ON SUTTON ISIAND , MAINE JULY 11, 1939

%Ag for these requests it is hard to be sure of doing the best possible
for her on such short notice but my suggestions would be the followings For
the gelatin and chemicals I think the Dastman Co. is the best place. They are
the ones who do most in organic chemicals, even aside from those especially
related to photography and the other epparatus end chemical companies get some
of their organic chemicals from Dastmen. So I should give them the whole order,
with instructions as to quantities in relation to cost, so there would not be
any delay in getting it off and have them send it to me at my boat in San
Francisco. That can surely go by post and ought to have plenty of time.

The books are not quite so easy. I know practically nothing about this
field so.T can't suggest other books and haven't the time now to make investi-
gations, I wouldn't be surprised if the Lastmen people might be willing to
make suggestions, especially if en order for chemlcals goes with it. I have
glanced through my publishers catalogues of chemical books which ' have up
here and Van Nostrand is the only one that has anything of the sort in it.

#2 and #14 in her list are Van ostrand books, also #12 which has a new 3rd
edition either gust out or not quite out, If the new one isn't out I would
place the order and have it mailed to her later rather than get the old one
now. The only other Van Nostrand book which sounds interesting is one on the
Silver Bromide Crain of Photographic Pmulsions by Trivelli and Shepparde, This
is also from the Eastman Pesearch Iaboratory Wonograph Yo, 1 of the series on
the Theory of E’hotography, o Tt may be too theoretical to be of special walue
to her at t’ne moment, I don't lknow., I believe there is time to write te the
Eastman people and get their advice on a list of books costing about $40 which
they feel would be most valuable and casily abtainable here, giving them her
list to show the kind of thing she wants and %elling them what she is doing, and
then get the books ordered and mailed to me, preferably to the boat, tut if it
seemed better for any reason to send to Philadelphia before the 22nd T could
take them from there. FPerhaps an Fastman store right there in New York would
be able bo oblige. I have the impression that they are very nice about helping
on anything photographic. Any periodicals would have to go by mail anyhow,
and a little deday in getting them ordered would not matter, These are Just
suggestions and if you and Mre Dvans think of something that seems better go
ahead.. Bastman for the chemiocals and gelatin is the only thing I feel sure of.
[f they don't have the particuler brands of gelatin she mentions the J will know
what correogponds, I think, I think it is betlter for the ordering to be done
from the office i‘or there might be some delay in getling my credentials established
if I tried to do it.

et invoice in triplicate and send one copy by olipper to irse. Swen and
let me have two or three copies. They tell me 1t is of great help to have extra
copies with youe.

Some books might be mailed to her, but I can take them all if there's time,




AMERICAN PRESIDEN LINES

A Jork - Callfornsc- Oriin- Rl Hhe Horldl

on board

8.5, Pres., Cleveland
Aug. 2, 1939,

Dear Eva:

Your letter daught me in Philadepphia as
you planned, and I cashed the check in S.F, and
bought more films. I had already got some, but
thought probably it would be better to have a
more generous supply. We ought to be well
set for this year now, I think, even if they are
about all out of them, which I don't know. You
are certainly doing a lot to finance this part
of Gifiling's publicity and I am sure it is mud
aypeciated, both Dby those of us who have this
chance to take the pictures and by those in
America who have the chance to look at them.

I have had very good luck with the little Argus
and like it very much. There have been no fail-
ures in the first two films except for two or
three times when I forgot to remove the cap

over the lens. That habit will soon become auto-
matic and then all will be well. I got some
lovely pictures of my family, especially the baby
which will be a grzat joy to me.

One thing I meant to ask about before I
left, but didn't get to. When I get ready to
send out a mimeographed letter to my friends,
will it be convenient for the Ginling office to
do it for me, and charge the costs to me, or
are your facilities for that sort of work already
overworked? I think I can get it done in
Philadelphia through my brother-in-law if you
feel it would be too much to ask. I would make
the stencil myself, if it is possible to send it
by air mail, so the main work would be the ad-
dressing of the envelopes. I have sent a mailing
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list to my sister and she will either keep it there or send on to you
after I hear from you. It seems necessary to do it in Awmerica for
alrmail post from Chengtu on a large number would amount to a good
deal. As I write it though I wonder if secretariad costs in ¥.S.A.
might not be as great, considering exchange. Let me know what you
think anyhow and then I'll decide. Probably it would come to around
150 copies.

We are having a very pleasant trip so far and I am enjoying
myself very much. I had a nice visit with Luoise Shoup in S.F, and
stayed overnight with her. In Honolulu today I hope to see Jane and
Gordon Bowles and Alice Chang's family.

I hope you got your niece properly married and that all went
well. T saw Lu Gwei-djen in San Franeisco. She came to the boat to
see me off and to give me some messages that couldn't very well be
written. She may be heard from in the scientific féield before
long, if she succeeds in doing what she hopes to in the next few
months.

I trust you are getting some real vacation either now or before
the sumwer is out and will get a good rest. A letter from Dr. Wu
at the steamer doesn't hold out much hope of her getting the kind
we want her to have, but if she doesn't get it during the sumnmer,
perhaps we can persuade her to go away for a while after collzge is
started again. Finishing so late makes the summer pretty short this
year.

It has been a very happy year at home and I have enjoyed all
of it, not least the feeling that I am much better acquanted with
both the machinsry and the personnel of Ginling work at home. It
is good to know Rebecca is on the candidate Job again and I hope
that will be permanent.

Thankyou for you good wishes. WMine are with you also in the
strenuous and often difficult part of Ginling's task which you are
carrying.

Sincerely,

ok
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CHRISTIMAS LETTER from Ruth M. Chester,
Professor of Chemistry at Ginling College

Ginling College
Chengtu, China
November 6, 1939

Dear TFriends:

Although Christmas still seems very remote indeed, I am sure it is
time I got started on a letter if it is to get through all the intervening
miles and processes in time to reach you all for that occasion. Also I
feel T should give you an account of my journey and my first impressions
here, before time has blurred them too much.

The trip to Shanghai was very pleasant and quite uneventful, except
for several very nice interludes with friends. 1In Shanghai there were
Ginling friends to meet my bcat and from that minute on I had a most in-
teresting time. It happened that Dr. Wu, our president, was in Shanghai
for a few days at that time, and also Miss Vautrin, who has been carrying
on such a splendid piece of work in Nanking ever since the war began. The
three of us were an inducement for an alumnae meeting, and there was a
record-breaking attendance of over seventy at an informal supper meeting
the night after I arrived. After a couple of days in Shanghai I went with
Miss Vautrin to Nanking, and it seemed indeed like coming home to get back
to our lovely campus after more than two years' absence. I spent a week
there, partly in visiting friends and going about the city, and partly in
sorting my possessions, repacking them, and picking out pieces of chemical
equipment to bring along.

The trip to Nanking was much more comfortable than I had expected,
with regular train service on the pre-war schedule. The presence of Japan-
ese soldiers and train officials everywhere, the exclusively Japanese roll-
ing stock, the innumerable petty regulations and restrictions, together wi th
the background of ruined and deserted cities and villages, made it impossible
to forget the "new order in East Asia", but physically the trip was comfort-
able, 1y feet were sprayed, both in Nanking and in Shanghal, my baggage
examined, my passport and military travel permit inspected and a good deal
of information about me written laboriously in a notebook., But I managed to
evade the trough of disinfectant (?) in which everyone was supposed to wash
hands, and was lucky enough to have a cholera certificate whose date was
acceptable. All the rest of my party had to be re-shot before they would
let them leave the station, and the way it is done is not altogether com-
mendable, to put it mildly. Both on the journey and in Nanking I found things
on the whole more normal than I had expected - doubtless because I had not
made enough allowance for the degree of recovery, cr at least of superficial
covering of the scars of war, which a year and a half would bring. Of real
recovery in economic and cultural life there is practically nothing, but ruins
of once large and prosperous stores are more or less concealed by cheap little
temporary shop fronts, and people can at least go about their business, Pl
they have any, in reasonable safety.
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Cur own campus 1s even more beautiful than ever, for an added two
years of growth is quite evident, Since it was August, no work was in
progress and the few friends on the campus composed just such a group as
one might expact to find there in any August, which no doubt added to my
feeling that things were much as usual. Hdd I seen the large group of high
school girls (170) or the 60 women in the homecraft course who are there
now, and thus been forced to miss the college group, I should probably have
been more conscious of the changes which have taken place., At any rate I
did feel very much at home, and when I walked around the empty laboratories
and the library and other buildings and saw all the idle space and equipment
there and then thought of our little college group hundreds of miles away,
in such erowded quarters and so desperately handicapped for lack of suita-
ble equipment, the tragedy and folly of it all was impressed on me anew, and
1t was with great regret that I pulled myself away. When Mrs. Tsen, our dormi-
tory director, who is still there looking after living arrangements and direct-
ing some of the homecraft work, said goodbye toc me, she said, "We hope youtll
all be back soon - perhaps in a year, at most two years." How we all hops she
is right, even when we dare not really believe it.

Then came the return to Shanghai, and on to Hongkong, where I had to
wait for a little over a week, Dr, Wu had decided that it was more important
to get me to Chengtu before registration day than for me to convey all ths
baggage, personal and otherwise, which was in my care. 3he had arranged for
me to fly from Hongkong, instead of going around through French Indo-China
by rail, as I had originally planned, I have been appointed Acting Dean of
Studies, and the temporary registrar is entirely new at the job, so thers
were plenty of reasons why it was a good idea for me to get here. I spent
much time and agony on the taggage problem, but finally had the good fortune
to get it solved in a very satisfactory way, and it all came through prompt-
ly, arriving here on Joctoter 23, less than six weeks behind me, - and I flew}

The air trip was most interesting, with some extra thrills teyond those
of an ordinary air trip. The Japaness hcld the territory just around Hong-
kong, so the airplanes have to cross their preserves at the beginning cf the
flight, and occasionally the Japanese have interfered with such civilian
planes, so they make every effort to avoid being cbserved by them, The
flight always starts during the night, sometime after midnight, but at hours
not announced beforehand; even the dates of the flights are not announced
publicly and are not regular, Then when they do take off, they circle right
over Hongkong for about an hcur, moving around the circle very slowly(we went
five times around in an hour), using most of the power to climb up and up %o
about 16,0C0 feet before the real journey begins. It was most beautiful, for
Hongkong has one of the most beautiful harbors in the world and thoe lights
were lovely, both on the water and on the hills that rise steeply up from the
harbor, They got fainter and fainter and it seemed finally as if we were
nearer the stars than the earthi The plane made the climb with all lights
on, as war regulations in Hongkong required that, but as soon as we had
roached the required altitude, all lights were turned off, even those on the
wings, and we headed off into the darkness, The onc unpleasant part of it
was that rising to such heights so suddenly is too much of a strain on one's
physiological adjustments, and for the first hour or two of the trip I felt
quite faint and uncomfortable., Iater, when we drepped a little, I was all -




right except that a whole night with no sleep at all, on top of a long and
busy day, does not make one feel quite on top of the world, even if you really
arel

The sunrise viewed from a long distance above a thick bank of clouds,
sun and sky and clouds, was another unforgetable experience, We took just
six hours from Hongkong to Chungking, the temporary capital, and arrived
in time for breakfast. I had to stay there over night and then took another
plane for Chengtu the next morning - a short trip of just over an hour, look-
ing down on fascinating terraced fields, Midmorning of September 13th found
me actually here, and I felt it was indeed a lucky 13th! After nearly two
months of travel (I left Maine the 22nd of July) and after days of waiting
and uncertainty in Hongkong, when I seemed very far from my destination, it
was: almost incredible that I was really here only 31 hours from the time I
left Hongkong, and I still have a feeling that I didn't really travel to
Chengtu, but was whisked here on a magic carpet.

It is surprising how much like a home-coming it has seemed, although
I have never been anywhere near here before. But it is the same Ginling;
there are many other Nanking people here, and our traditions and problems
are much the same, so that I felt at home immediately, and more glad to be
here than I can possibly explain, I even enjoyed struggling again with
schedule-making, a task from which a few years ago I tried firmly to extri-
cate myself, I was 'way over my head in work as soon as anyone had time to
show me where to work and what to work on, and for the first two or thres
weeks I hardly had time to breathe, Now the rush is over, all the schedule
problems are settled in some fashion, late students have been taken care of
(there were many of them because of difficult travel conditions), and we are
well into our year's work. We have 155 students and that means we are badly
crowded in our little dormitory, They could not squeeze me in there, so I
am living with a very nice Canadian family belonging to the West China Union
University, on whose campus Ginling is a guest, along with three other refugee
institutions. It is the first time I have lived away from the Ginling group
and I miss them in many ways, but I am not above appreciating the far greater
comfort and space and quiet of my living arrangements. I go over to our
dormitory for lunch each day.

Another factor which helps me not to feel isolated is our very sociable
of fice arrangementss One moderate-sized room houses the whole of our admin-
istration, except the treasurer and her assistant, In our office are eight
desks with eight regular occupants, though some of us do not spend all of our
time there, The president, her Chinese and English secretaries, the business
head, the dean of discipline and her assistant, the dean of studies, and the
registrar are all there, Although it is a system whose disadvantages-are ob-
vious, there is one real advantage, namely, that almost anyone you need to
consult is likely to be within reach of your voice if not of your arm, and,
if not, he or she is likely to come in soon., Our classrooms are also on the
floor with the office, so teachers and students are all quite accessible, I
am inclined to think I save as much time because of this ease of consultation
as I lose in the lack of concentration which such a situation is likely to
produce.

One of the unexpected duties which I found awalting me was to teach
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a sclence survey course for arts majors. That is something I have wanted to
do for years, but I was never foolish enough to want to do it with no advance
preparation and no books of my ovm and with a completely strange library.

If I could have spent my whole time on it for a week or two it would have
been fun, but it got only « small fraction of my time, and ench class found
me frantically trying to gather enough material for o class period and rend-
ing assignments., The worst of that is over now, and I do at least know what
I am trying to do with them and have found quite a number of useful books.

The rest of my teaching is in our makeshift laboratory in a basement
room formerly used for storage. No gas and no water, and no this and no
that, but somehow we are managing to keep up the essentials of our regular
laboratory courses, This term we have three different laboratory classes,
sach working six hours a week, totalling between 45 and 50 students, and
two thesis students besides - all in one small room! It reminds me often
of my first years at Ginling when our laboratory was very little better
than this. The equipment and chemicals which we do have are a strange col-
lection and anyone who looked over our list without knovring its history
would certainly wonder what crazy person had done the ordering., We lack some
very essential things that a small laboratory would have, and on the other
hand we have some things that might well be classified as luxuries for a small
college, We have just received the things whieh T ordered in the spring of
1937 for use in Nanking to supplement all that we had there or could buy
locally., It almost makes me weep now for I should so love to exchange most
of it for other things. The new science building which is being built in
cooperation by the different universities here now, and which they hoped
would be ready for at least partial oceupancy this fall, is only two or thres
feet high and I don't think a brick has been udded since I arrived. There
is a great shortage of bricks becguse the building industry has grovm a good
deal faster than the brick-making one.

I have learned, like many people, to hope for bad weather during and
Just after the full moon, ILast month we had beautiful clear weather and
consequently air raid warnings every night for a week, and five of them
after midnight. One night two squadrons of Japanese planes came and dropped
soile bombs, but none of them were very close to us and very little damage
was done, and there were very few casualties. A number of small cities in
this province have been badly bombed recently, including serious damage to
& number of mission properties - schools, hospitals, and residences. Cane-
dian Mission property in several towns has been especially badly hit, This
month most of the nights have been cloudy so, except for being kept up until
midnight one night, we lost no sleep. Recently we had a daytime raid by two
squadrons of 27 planes each, One group dropped some bombs on the north air-
field and dug it up a good deal and destroyed one civilian plane, but that
was about all they achieved. They were attacked by Chinese planes and quite
a good many people were killed by machine gun bullets from the air fighting.
They broke up the Japanese formation and pursued them some distance, bringing
down three, and they thought others were injured, One Chinese plane was lost
toos I havo heard that the Tokyo report of that raid stated that they brought
down 34 Chinese planes! I wonder sometimes whether any of the gasoline or
pig iron my steumer unlouded till 4 a.m. one hot night in Kobe has come up
here to help wipe out mission hospitals and innocent civilians in far inland
China. Why do we keep on sending it?
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It is pathetic to watch the people when a warning is sounded, There
is very little protection possible in the city, so most of them throng out
into the country, on foot and in all sorts of vehicles, with their troeasurcd
posscssions, Evon old women and little children can be scen carrying rolls
of bedding and housohold utcnsils. Shope, especially during the full moon,
keep much of their stock out in the country, and others bring it in by day
and take it out again at night., I happened on October 10th, the Chinese
National holiday, to be in the city when the first warning came, and had a
chance Lo see the mass exodus and be a part of it, as I walked back to the
campus, which is outside the city. The planes didn't come that day and when
the release signal came they all trooped back again - a weary business when
you do it over and over. IHere on the campus we don't need to pay any atten-
tion to the preliminary warning and even the second one only means we have
to be prepared to take shelter at once if the urgent sounds, so we can keep
on working. My personal emotional reaction to a warning in the daytime is
rather like that of the children who hope the Japanese planes will come so
they can have another tea party in the dugout! At night they irritate me,
for I don't like to be kept out of my comfortable bed.

Our students were thrilled, as college girls would be, when Madame
Chiang Kai-shek was out herc one day and decided to stay and join our welcome
party given by the student govermment for new students and teachers. We had
a very simple and informal supper which she ate with us, and then made a
vory good talk to the girls afterward. Another day she had her picture taken
with our whole group - only an amatour picture unfortunately.

While the Chiangs were in Chengtu, the Generalissimo also called to-
gether all the students and faculty of the city and addressed them. I was
o little takon aback when I reached the big parade ground wherce it vas to
be, to find that prosidents, deans and all foreign faculty were to be honorecd
by platform scats. That was moro of « privilcge than you might realize, for
it was a blazing hot day and all the rest of those scveral thousand students
and faculty had to stand in the sun for an hour and a half. We also got a
very close view of The Generalissimo and at the cnd he turned around and
bowod to us and smiled a most charming smile - the first time I had scen
him do that.

Last week we had our annual Foundcrs!' Day cclebration, in rather a
simple way but quite worth while, I think, cspccially for the new students
who do not know our past history and what we stand for. We tricd this year
to give thom a little idoa of what our owm Nanking campus is like, since
only a very fow of our present students have cver seen it. On Friday cvening
Mrse Kwan, who is toaching our vocal work this ycar and is both ncew to us .
and to Chengtu, gave o very fine rccital which was thoroughly cnjoycd by
cveryonce

As for nows of China in general, it seoms to be incroasingly good news.
The Japancse have made no important advances for nearly a year and this fall
they have met defeat in several places and been pushed back, and at least
one point it meant a really important victory for the Chinese. Chinese have
also recently made a number of successful air raids on Hankow air ficlds and
destroyed large numbers of Japanese bombing planes. I cannot wholeheartedly
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rcjoico over any military vietory involving groat loss of 1life and suffering,
but I admit to having very few rcsorvations indecd in my rejoicing over the
destruction of bombing plancs and gasolinec (good American gasoline, no doubt).
It looks as though we may really be at the turn of the tide for which we all
hope, and that the invaders will continue to rccede. Chincse have been very
much cncouraged and Japanesc arc finding it morc and more difficult to make the
encouraging reports: thoir home moralc demands.

The problems of the rest of the world come to us in abbreviated form
via the British Broadcasting Company from London and other broadcasts from
Maniloa and various other places, It is quite a change from my zealous read-
ing of the New York Times, but T suppose that in the end we get the most
important items., We print each day a small radio news sheet for campus dis-
tribution, Eventually we get a Shanghai paper, which is about two months
on the way.

I am afraid this letter is already much too long, but it is hard %o
know where to stop. It brings my personal greeting to each of you and my
sincere wish that the Christmas season may bring to us all a deeper reali-
zation of that "peace which passeth understanding" which our war-torn world
needs so desperately.

The address at the head of this letter is all that is needed to
reach me and ordinary letters with five cents postage do come through in
about two months' time, They come a good deal fastor if you put on 24
conts for cach half-ounce and mark them "Airmail in China," I hopa you
will try one or the other method sometime, Transpacific airmail is still
faster, but pretty expensive, (70 cents each half-ouncao).

Sincerely yours,

R, gl

Ruth M. Chester




GINLING COLLEGE

150 Fifth Avenue
New York New York
15 December 1939

Dear Ruth,

It is good to know that you reached Chengtu safely and
saw various friends on the way. I hope the new chemistry
building is occupied by this time and is a great joy. How
are you enjoying being a dean? Do you think this new plaen
of organization does away with our idea of having an "under=-
study" for Dr. Wu? I have just written her that I do not
think it does. Perhaps she will let you see the letter.

In that same letter I told her how glad we are that she
had & physical examinetion in Shanghai and asked what the
doctor said. I also exhorted her to report it to one of
your Chengtu physicians and to tell me what he said. I
begred her to follow his advice carefully, and quoted from
Dr. Dodd his opinion of the general bad effects present
conditions are bound to have on life in China. But I am
counting on you o supplement everything Mrs. New says and
does to make Dr. wWu take care of herself,

With best wishes for rou gnd the colle e
é’ s
Ai’i’ec;’tionately yours,

Wéﬁé?m
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no one availableut Present who is qualified for the vice-president!'s
positivn, and to put in anyone who is poorly qualified weuld comnlicate
thing: very much insteed of helping. &o I have come to agree with her
that that particular forn of adwinistrative help heo better not be
pushed at the moment. a difficult time to get well-qualififed
people because thersz ar. & opportunities for them that seem big-
ger than this would see .. feel that & more urgent need is for
strengthening our tecching facul poth academically and spiritually.
The number who ce&n be cou ';' on for any effective work outside their
own ci assrooms, is pitiful Sime snd I'm ;fr;iq & good meny are not
too good in the class-room, D Yu shares this concern fully and 1is

neking every effort to do what she can zbout it ‘ith Djeng Hsiang-lan's
return this spring, and Liu E an in the fa ook f & decided
lmprovement, for they are both outst: ding people iny weny directions,

Very confidentizlly I may say that both Dr 1 and I are hoping that

after & year or two Hsiang-lan will accept the position of Dean of ctudies
but when I sounded her out on it a bit last yewur she turned it down very
definiteiy, so we are nut going to mention 1t at &ll until she hes been
her= Lun. CnfléL to see the situation clea: snd then we ho.e she will
change her mind. She would, ! think, meke sn excellent Deen and as

sucin :Q;L; snar+ & good deal of the administrative
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From Ruth Chester, Chengtu, Szechuan

16 April 1940

Dear bvas

Dr, Wu is in Chungking end has becn delayed there longer than she planned,
and last night a letter came from her asking me to write you at once about the
proposals of the foreign faculty on the matter of salary. We did not get it
talked through before she left, but she had one meeting with us and then left
us to work it out by ourselveu. Her plean then was that after her return it would
be considered, along with plans for sabbatical leave, etc, for Chinese faculty,
by the executive committee of the Board of Directors. The delay in her return
maltes that impossible so she suggests that I write you what our group here re-
commend, and 1f she or the executive committee wish to meke any important changes
she will cable before your board meeting. I think she has already written you
this explenation, but I repeat it in case her letter should not arrive till after
mine.

All of the foreign group now here met together and discussed the salary prob-
lem at some length. Ve were unanimous in the opinion that the present method of
paying us entirely in gold is not right for with present exchange rates it means
that we are much better off than ever before at the very time when drastic increases
in prices are meking things very difficult for the Chinese faculty, and when the
proposed budget for next yea aloc has a large shortage. T think there is no one
in the group who would not favor in theory the principle of equality which we dis-
cussed last year, and I perscnaelly wish very much that we could reach that ideal,
but I frankly don't see how it cen be done at the present moment. It is not pos-
sible to ask all the foreign group to live exclusively on Chinese food, in fact
there are very few who can dc that *lii@lt health risks, and the cost or foreign
food is now very much higher - something like {100 a month more, even when quite

little allowance is made for addlt*ons to the regular dormitory food. Alsc when
exchange is so high (22:1 the last time I heard it quoted) any items which we have
to spend in gold would be prohibitively high if we were put on a purely Chinese
basis. The best we seemed able to do to meet this situation is a compromise in
which we still get part in gold and the rest at a more or less arbitrery exchenge
arrangement, Naturally individuels differ both as to their actuel requirements
and also as to the degree of sacrifice they are prepared to meke in order to come
nearer the equelity ideal. TFersonally I should prefer to cut our income more
drestically then this plan does, but I am convinced that it would not bte wise or
right to do so for the whole group. It seems therefore better to recommend a plan
which involves an appreciable reduction in the amount we shall receive, but which
will still be adequate to meet the needs of those who have rather larve commitments
in gold (insurence, for instance) and which also can reascnably te applied to any
newcomers into the group. Then those who feel they can and should go farther can
do so by returning scme proportion of what they receive to some special fund such
that for providing retirement allowances for Chinese faculty. I rather hope that
Catharine Sutherland can be persuaded to do it that way, though I have greet sym-
pathy with her stand for the other plan. None of us have had any evidence whatever
of eny criticism or ill feeling on the part of the Chinese fasculty because of our
affluence end that is an evidence of the bhorouguly mood spirit hthh prevails,
Dr. Wu took peins to investigate that point and is sure there is no such feeling,
T am inclined to think that the present good spirit is surer of coutinuation if
we meke a reasonsble adjustment that is the same for us all, than if some of our
group go much farther. Thet may start questioning as to why if one can do it we
ell cen't and there are scme ver; good reasons why some cannot, That is wa\ I feel
it is better tu continue us all on the same basis and let individiels returd Some
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surplus if they see fit to do so.
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The proposals we worked out are as follows:

1., One half of the present salary be paid in gold - i.e. 956/mo

2. The other half be paid at the old official rate of 3.30

3. That one third of the gain in exchange so made be paid to us
each month and the other two thirds be retained by the college.

Elsie says this is in line with the kind of adjustment some of the
missions are making, and it has the adventage of meking the amount of Chinese
currency received vary somewhat in relation to exchange.

I think it was also agreed that it would be fair that those who are receiv-
ing payment from the college each month on the insurance carried jointly by the
college and the individual, should receive a slightly smeller portion of the
total in gold, since those who do not receive thet have to be entirely responsitble
for their own insurance or savingse.

Your publicity instincts will be gratified, I'm sure, over the plans now on
foot for several l5-minute radio progrems which a man from WiH (Des Moines) is
setting up., He seemns to know what he wants and how to get it, and we think it
ought to be guite good publicity. Details are not yet worked out, but the general
plan looks pretty good.

Dr. Wu seems to have made a good recovery from her recent illness. She had
to go off to Chungking a little sooner than I wished were necessary, but she seems
to have given herself some chance to rest and to be getting on all right. We hope
she will gzet back this week. The cable re lrs. Rhead just arrived. I will give
it to Dr. Wu as soon as she returns,

All goes well with us except that scarcity of time and limitations of strength
seem to make it impossible to get around all the work that is crying for attention.
If I let myself think of the important things I am neglecting I could soon get
into guite a state of nerves, I think, But nerves won't get things done any faster,
in fact they only hinder, so I am trying to keep calm and do what I can and trust
the institution won't collapse for the lack of the things I don't get to. I am
gradually turning over registrar's work to the new registrar, as she learns what
it's all about, and that is gradually giving me more time to be dean. The latter,
which is really supposed to be my job has suffered very much because I have had to
do so much of the registrar's work, Unfortunately that kind of routine work seems
to have to take precedence even over things that im your heart you believe are
more importeant. Dr. Wu's illness and then absence have also added somewhat to
my dkies, as Siao-sung and I between us take over most of the administrative
responsibilities in her absence.

My greetings to everyone. I em afraid I am a bad correspondent.

s/ Ruth li, Chester
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CHRISTMAS LETTER
from
Ruth M. Chester, of the Department of Chemistry

Ginling College
Chengtu, China
November 24, 1940

Dear Friends:

As the weather turns cool and Thanksgiving epproaches, I realize that if I
am to get any Christmas letter off this year it must be done now, for it has to
spend a good deal of time between my hands and yours - in fact I suspect it is
already too late to reach you before Christmas.

Since I wrote a year ago, things have gone on here in much the same fashion
as before. We seem no nearer the end of our exile than we did then, and we can-
not see our way ahead any more clearlys All we can do is carry on and hope for
the best. As far as the day by day work is concerned, most of today's program
would be just the same if we knew we werc returning to Nanking next summer. But
making long-range plans is exceedingly difficult. We are crowded to bursting
this year with just under 200 students, and the faculty is all housed in build-
ings we have no assurance of being able to use after this year. It is therefore
urgent to meke plans for next fall. But where and how and with what? Building
costs are very high and the money which last year might have covered a faculty
residence is not nearly adequate this year. Moreover, we hate to put money into
buildings that we may use only a year or two. Our hosts naturally do not want
their campus cluttered up with any morc temporary structures (and it should be
said that they have been most generous in this respect) and we don't want to build
permanent ones. If the use of a new building is to spread over five to ten years,
its construction might be justified, but supposing we use it only one year! This
is just one of the many questions which seem to have no rational answor, and yet
which must be answered.

The transportation problem has become still more serious and we simply can=-
not count on new supplies and equipment. Most of a big order for all the chemistry
departments on this campus, which reached Hongkong more then a year ago, is still
trying to struggle its way through; some of it has been ruined and some lost. It
will not arrive for months, at best. The order I sent last spring is held in
Fhiladelphia pending further instructions from us. It does not seem wise to have
it shipped out till we see whether we can get things by way of the Burme Road.
Since the Japanese made their deal with Indo-China, the rail route from Haiphong
to Kunming has been entirely closed, and about forty miles of railroad and bridges
have been destroyed by the Chinese on their side of the border to prevent Japan-
ese using it to bring in troops and supplies. It is along that border that our
hundred and more cases of chemicals and glassware are stranded. The Burma Road
was reopened by England in October, at almost exactly the same time the other was
closed. It is doing good service, but the maximum volume of traffic is inadequate
and of course the government must have most of it. I think there will be little
hope of public freight for a long time. The only way we con get things in will
be for somcone to buy trucks, drive them in, and then resell here. It is sure to
be very expensive if it can be done at all. One man from West China Union Univer-
sity is down therc now with & lot of baggage and other stuff which he is hoping to
get in by truck. If I had come back this year instead of last, my baggage would
now be in Rangoon and I should huve no prospect of secing it before spring.
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So far the airmail and passenger service to Hongkong is still functioning,
but we must expect interruptions of that service. Recently two different planes
have been attacked by Japanese, and in one case practically everyone on board was
killed, including the hostess, who was one of our graduates. She had resigned
at her husband's insistence and was making this trip at the special request of
the airline, It was also to be the last trip for the American pilot. If that
air route should be suspended, our only contact with the rest of the world would
be overland hundreds of miles to the railhead in Burma. It is largely because of
that possibility, I imagine, that our government has included us in the general
advice to Americans who are not doing "important work" to withdraw and go home.
It was not at all an urgent notice and no one here is taking it at all seriously.
One or two families who were in any case planning to leave very soon, are hasten-
ing their departure, but we feel this is a safe and comfortable place and there
is no point in leaving it for another. The friends in Eust China are in o much
more difficult position, of course, and they realize that the evacuntion notice
may become much more urgent at almost any time. However, they, too, intend to
stay if possible., We seem to be more or less in a state of suspense, with many
rumors in the air and a general feeling that things arc happening, or preparing
to happen - but no one knows what.

We had a fairly serious airraid here in July, and four or five more in Octo-
ber. None came very close to our campus, which is outside the city wall, but
bombs were dropped in vuarious purts of the city, in some casecs with quite a num-
ber of casuultics. We have hud no warnings ot «ll now for several weeks, in spite
of some sunny weather, so I um inclined to think the Japuncse are going to forget
us for awhile., There secms to be something of a withdrawul from Centrual Chino
and parts of South Chinu, probably in order to have their troops more uctive else-
where. It is w long und expensive flight from Hunkow here, and I have never be-
lieved that they were likely to concentrute on us very heuvily or for very long.

As for myself, there is really not u greut deal to write. The most interest-
ing thing I did last year - or at leust the one which got me the most publicity =-
was to ride my bicycle over the edge of a bridge into an irrigation ditch, which
happened to be empty at the time. It did me no permanent damage except for a
slight scar on my lip. But dragging me unconscious and bloody out of a ditch in
the middle of the campus created quite a sensation. Evidently I looked pretty
ghastly, and I had enough concussion to leave me completely in a daze even after
I seemed to be conscious and had talked. I remember nothing between the realiza-
tion that I was going off the bridge and my coming to after they got me home. It
appears to have been rathcr a narrow escape, but no real harm was done. Except
for this little episode, life ran on in its usual routine.

In the summer I spent several weeks on Mt. Omei, onc¢ of the most famous of
China's sacred mountains. I was not vory enthusiastic at first, but liked it
better later. The best part of the summer was the trip to the top of thc mountein -
11,000 feet. Our cottage was at an altitude of about 4,000 feet, so it was quite
a climb, We took two days going up, stayed two at the top, and came down in one.

I had o baggage carrier for bedding and warm clothing, and & light bamboo chair
with carriers, so I did not have to walk all the way. I walked o littlc more

than half the w.y, but next time I hope to tuke longer for the trip, walking all
the way and planning to stay longer at the top. We had bad weuther and never saw
the glorious vicw of the snow-cupped mountains of Thibet which is one of the chief
objects of the climb., It wus well worth doing even so. One of the things I en-
joyed especially was the flowers. There ure many beautiful ones on the mountain,
including masses of wild hydrange:, lady slippers, orchids, und edelweiss, of which
there is quite a lot on the top; it is lovely! I do hopc I cun teke the trip again
sometime.
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This year six of our Ginling group are keeping house in a home whose usual
occupants are away on furlough. We are enjoying so much having a place where we
can entertain and where we can run things our own way. Of course six people
don't have completely unanimous ideas about everything, but we seem to agree
fairly well and we are all feeling more free then we have been able to do recently.
It is so much easier to see students and other members of the faculty for they
feel this place belongs to Ginling and they come in and out freely. Last year I
lived with one of the families on the campus, and although I could not ask for a
happier arrangement as far as my own enjoyment was concerned, it did cut me off
somewhat from the Ginling group. I am afraid we can have this house for only one
year and then we don't know where we shall go next, but we are having a good time
while we can. Housekeeping herc is quitec a different matter from any 1 have done
before, becausc we refine our own sugar, put up our own jelly and jam and pickles,
if we have any, make our own butter und cereul coffce. Fortunately the cook scoms
to know how to do all thesc things. We do have & smullamount of recl coffee which
we use for special occasions, but depend mostly on tea and the cereal coffee,
which is really quite good if you don't think of coffec when you drink it. We get
on with almost no supplics from outside and you do not need to feel sorry for us.
Although I do like¢ my coffce, it is not an essenticl and we do have very good food
and plenty of variety. This is o very rich province and fruits and vegetables
are plentiful and very good. We picked 123 lcmons off our own troes a few duys
&go, so delicious lemon pics are now in ordecr.

Our news of the rest of the world is more meagre than I wish it werg. A
very tiny news sheet gives us the high spots of radio news each day, but it is
not very satisfactory. We have just recently succeeded in borrowing a radio
which I hope will keep us in a little better touch, but it is not working very
well yet., I can get London sometimes, but not always, and Manila not at all so
far. Those are two of our best news sources here, Not having e ncwspaper does
save time, but I do hate not knowing more about what is going on, The little we
do get is depressing and confusing, but I suspect that is true even when you know
more.

It is always a little hard to feel Christmasy in November, and this year it
seems especially hard, but whatever the situation when Christmas comes, it is a
time when one thinks much of friends, both near and far., I hope it will be a
time of peace and happincss for you all, in spitc of much cxternal confusion and
suffering, und that we shall soon be able to feecl that a new cra of peuce and
goodwill is approachinge. I have uppreciated very much the good letters which
meny of you have written, und hope you will takc this asan answer and write me
egoin, I wish I could find time for individuel letters, but that seems impossible.

With best wishes to you all,

@-&Q\ h\ szu -

Ruth M. Chester
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