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Extracts from a letter from Ruth Chester to Mrs. Thurston

Tsingtao,
July 6, 1937

The dance drama, whose program I think I sent you, was very good and
everyone enjoyed it. - The ministry of education sent over to take some movies
of it in the morning, intending to take just a few scenes, but liked it so
well they sent back for more films and took the whole thing. I have not
seen it yet and don't know how well they turned out, but at least they liked
what we were doing.

Three seniors were baptized just before the end of the term: Sie Yln-ying,
Lillian Yang and Ho Yl#-djen at an early morning service in the South Studio.
Li Tien-lu officiated, Lillian concentrated several important events in her
life within two or three weeks, for she was married at the International Club
Just two days after commencement, It was a very pretty wedding, entirely
Christian ceremony and very brief. WMost of the seniors stayed for it and a
double line of them as bridesmaids in their senior green dresses carried a
daisy chain to make an aisle for the bride. Li Wen-ling was also married
last week., She, by the way, didn't graduate as she failed in her comprehensive
exam., So far there have been no serious repercussions, though evidently there
are those who feel it is due to prejudice and unfair treatment. Wen-ling
he ~self seems to have taken it in very good part and has been just as friendly
as ever to Catherine and Stella. She probably blames it mostly on Mabel Rhead,
though that is not really fair. Anyway Catherine played for her wedding and
she gave C. a new dress for the occasion and gave Stella a nice parting gift,
etc, So there are no hard feelings on her part at least. What her father
thinks about it is another matter.

We are to have a new person in the Chem. dept. next year = a St., Johns
man with a year or two in U.S. He sounds pretty good but I haven't seen him
yet. He is younger and less experienced than I wish he were, for I am hoping
he will stay on and take charge of the dept when I go home next year, but he
was better than anyone else in sight so we shall just try him and see. So
there will be four of us and I hope for time to get everything in good shape
before I go. Horton has agreed to full time work "with reservations" and I
hope I can really do a moderate full time Job. Tu Mou-i has gone to Wuhu
University for part time teaching and part time research. She will come back
to us eventually, but felt very strongly she wanted to have a little broader
experience first,
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September 23, 1937

Dear Doctor Daniels:

Thank you so much for your
letter about Ruth Chester. That is exactly
what we wanted-~your real opinion on the
' subjeot~-and we plan to act accordingly. I
didn't like to go ahead without knowing what
“your judgement was, and it substantiates my
own feeling. The developments in the last few
days make it appear out of the question for
Ginling to think of opening, and I feel 8 tron;ly
that the best thing for Iuth would be to come
home immediately.

¥Wie have had no recent news
from Nanking except what everyone has from
newspapers and radio reports. UIlsie Priest
“wrote on August Z2lst that ilisves lynds, Dauer,
Anderson and Priest, and lleests. Thomson, DPuck,
Willson and Brady were on the Nanking campus.
Catherine Sutherland, Minnie Vautrin, Dr. Wu,

and eight other Chinese staff and seven students
were at Cinling the last we heard.

Thank yeu again for your
letter.

Sincerely yours,

Dre Jo Horton Daniels
3616 Park Avenue
Minneapolis, Winnesota
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160 Fifth Avenus
Yew Yerk, YWew York
October 11, 1937

Ny dear 'liss 'lacWhinney:

Thenl: you for letiing us see the letter from
re Stimson, which we are returning to you. I wish the Presbyter-
ian loard might be able eithor to use Yiss Chestor while sho is at
homne, or to eu:gest somo opening for her.

For your information I will tell you whet the
situatlion ic as far as we know it. Wiss Chester's furlough is due
next sumner, and she spent this summer at Tsingtao, expecting to
resume hor work at Ginling this fall. Although, as ¥r. Stimson says,
her henlth had not been firet cless, Dre. Daniels, her physician, had

hoped that she could carry a fulletime sehedule this year. Vhen it
became apparant &het work at (inling would be much curtaiffied even if
they were able to open, the Doard upon the recommendation of Dr.
Paniels, cabled both Dr, Y and !Iise Chester, urging that cshe take her
fix}pugh this year, in order to put herself into jood shape for next
year. o far wo bave el 2o roply to either cable, and the cable
which we have received through the state department, and one which
Yr. and ¥rs, Stison received from 'iss Chester indicate that they
are opening & unlit of Cinling Cellege in thanghai and that Yiss
Chester iz tecching in it. "We still hope that she will come home
thie year, but are unable to say more than that. We shall let you
know of any word we receive,

83 cerely yours,

RWGsC8

Mrs. Re %, YacThinney
166 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York




Letter from Ruth Chester to Mrs. Thurston

321 Avenue Petain, Shanghai
October 23, 1937

It is four weeks ago when we were madly packing to catch the boat from
Tsingtao and I am ashamed to say that I haven't written you at all in that time.
My excuse is simply that so mpoh time and energy has been used in doing the things
you want to hear about thgt there has been none left to tell about them. I have
kept copies of some of the letters that were sent to Nanking and they will give
you some picture of how things are going., I intended to send them off to you
much sooner but wanted to write a little to go with them.

We got here the afternoon of September 27th and that was just in the
nick of time. We saw Mrs. New that afternoon and the next morning mailed notices
to over 30 students for a meeting for the afternoon of the 29th, The alumnae
also advertised it in the papers and we had about 4C students and a number of
alumae there which we thought very encduraging for such a hastily called meeting.
That was Wgdnesday and University of Shanghai registered Friday and Saturday so
there was not any more than enough time to see all the necessary people, get an
office set up, and be ready for registrations Fridey morning. But we did, and
then had a little time to cat~h breath before the St. Johns registrations came
along. We now have 48 registered at the two places, but two of those I think are
going to drop out and not study for family reasons. About two thirds of them are
at St, Johns. They are having their work in the big Continental Fmporium on
Nenking Road, where I did refugee work in 1932--quite a change from their own
campus. I am planning to go ocut to the regular campus for work with my three
thesis students as they have allowed us to use the biochemistry lab in the medical
school building which is the old science building. The new building and most of
the equipment is on the other side of the creek and might about as well be on the
other side of the world. The bridge is destroyed and barbed wire all over the
banks so crossing is very difficult even when they get permission to do so which
is not often. Both S,. Johns and the Uriversity of Shanghai are terribly crowded
and working under great difficulties, but doin: what they can.

Your good letter came sometime last weck and I surely did enjoy it.
It seemed such a terribly long time since I had heard anyt ing. I knew just how
you would be thinking and feeling and longing for news for I even felt much of
that in Tsingteo. That is cne advantage in living in Shanghai, you know every-
thing that happens and a good deal that doesn't happen as well. Onthe whole I
think though the news in the North China Daily News has been very good. Of course
they print official pronouncements from both sides and those have to be taken with
plenty of salt, but the Reuter and other such reports do seem to be quite accurate
as far as one can Judge. I suppose it is rather unusual in that the reporters of
foreign papers are outsiders and having no particular axe to grind the reports
are as near the truth as it is humanly possible to get. Especially in the Shanghai
arena that is true. It is harder to get at the facts of the situation in the north
for reports there are very conflicting and I think there are not so many foreignen{
reporters in touch directly with that situation. My impression is that the Central
News reports on the whole are fairly reliable, condidering that it is a war situa-
tion and very much nearer the truth than Domei, which seems definitely to be a
propaganda agency rather &han a news one. Put much of it iz too wild to be good
propaganda even. The tragic thing is the complete ignorance and misunderstgnding
of their own citizens, who would never be giving it the amount support they are
doing if they had a falr chance to know what it is really all about.
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Life in Shanghai is a good deal like what it was in '32 except that
it is all more serious than it was then in every way. While in general 1liRe in
the concessions is fairly normal and reasonably safe, it cannot be said to be
absolutely safe anywhere for shells do fall occasionally in widely scattered and
unpredictable gpreas. I think where we are living, two or three blocks beyond
the American School, isa bout as safe a place as there is, but last week in the
middle of the night an antiaircraft whell came through the roof, three floors
and went two feet into the ground in the house next door to the Dunlaps on Route
Dufour! It was an & inch shell, but fortunately didn't explode and didn't hit
anyone on the way down, though it missed the baby's crib by ten centimeters, I
am told. They are the things that fly most wild, for they have tremendous power
and are aimed high in the air and then come down wherever the happen to. I am
glad I saw a few of these aerial demonstrations when I first came dnd didn't
realize the danger, for it is a sight worth seeing. Now we don't seek the roof-
tops when we hear antiaircraft guns going off. The Chinese are not using them
much here and the Japanese are. The result is a curious division of labor by
which Japancse bomb all day to thelr hearts content and you are pretty safe any-
where except the northern areas rear the creek., Then after dark they go home
to rest and the Chinese planes take advantage of the cover of night to get their
licks in and then is when the antiaircraft guns boom forth. There is one story
around, which was said %o have been confirmed by f oreign observers, but I don't
vouch for its truth, but its a good story anyway. Ome night at dusk a lone
Chinese plane was starting out to pester the Japanese a bit and noticed a little
way ahead of him a group of a hali’ dozen or so Japanese planes returning to their
airfield for the night. They had their lights on so their antiaircraft gunners
would recopgnize them and not trouble them. So the Chinese aviator turned on his
lights and joined the rear of their processicn. When they pot to the field they
circled around and one by one landed. HMe circled lower and lower too, but when
the last of them was down and he was quite low over them he dropped a couple of
bombs in their midst and shot away before they quite knew what had happened !

Later - lMonday morning

Yesterday and last night were bad ones with a lot of bombing and
heavy fighting, including the machine gunning of a British post out near the
Columbia Country Club--an utterly inexcusable performance as there were no Chinese
soldiers or military establishments anywhere near and they flew so low the for-
eigners along the road could see the pilot. One British Tommy was killed and a
number of foreign civilians had very narrow escapes, one men having his horse
killed under him! I was in Jessfleld Park at the time and was watching them as
they dived down and kmew they were machine-gunning somebody, but didn't know who
the victims were. If it didn't seem unthinkable it would look as if they were
trying to involve the British. Probably they have just been very careless in the
instructions piven to their airpilots who haven't much sense and therefore don't
use it.

Our little apartment is very attractive and comfortable and we are
very glad we had the good luck to find it. It is very tastefully furnished by a
woman whom many of our friends know and I think we got it very reasonably as
prices go in Shanghai. Lillian Kirk has moved over to the “ountry Hospital as she
is nursing there so Tlorence and I have room enouch to be very comfortable. We
have enjoyed our own cooking very much, but on the whole enjoy eating it better
than we do cooking it. Still less do we like the dishwashing, etc. We have written
to Minnie to see if Wang Sz-fu can come down and take care of us, for we really
haven't the t ime and strength to do it oursedves and do all the other things we
should. More important things are being neglected because we have to eat. We
Sao=dz is helping some but we can't have her all the time.
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I was afraid for a time that I was going to have to take an early
furlough, for that would be the only sensible thing to do if there was no work
for me at present, I didn't want to do it though, so I am very glad that as
things have worked out there is a very definite need of me here. Minnie must
stay in Nanking, and there is no one else near here who has had enough curriculum
experience to do the kind of thing I am doing. Also with three of my seniors here
I hope to get thesis work done for them., My health is none too gooe, but I think
it will hold out for this job if I am careful. It is one of the chief reasons I
hope Wang can come, because he will do everything and then I can have all my
strength for my Job and do it better and be less tired than I get now. I am fairly
well if I don't do too much, but tire too easily to be able to carry a normal full
load, I am afraid. But if we get the housework taken care of I can do what is
needed of me without too heavy a load I think, The tummy is better now that I have
full control of my diet again., Cood fresh milk and some other things we can get
here make it a really enjoyable diet too and that helps.,

We are planning some sort of Founders Day celebration for this coming
Sunday and will send you an account of it afterwards. I wish Yifang could come down
for it, but I think she has decided against it and probably that is wise, for
travel is certainly difficult and uncomfortable these days, and oftem really un-
dafe. Private cars, especially foreign ones, on roads far distant from actual
£ighting areas, ought to be safe, but they aren't apparently. I am sure she needs
a rest and change, but am not s ure Shanghai would give it to her. It looks as it
things are getting worse here at the moment.

I must stop and get to work, for this really is play even though it
1s s omething that ought to be done. I hope that soon I shall get my life regulated
so that there will be some liesure when there is also a little energy left and
then I will try to make up for my long neglect of you. I do think of you often
and often as you know, and have been sure we were all much on your heart too, I
think it « - - - - Here an interruption of an hour or more getting my three seniors
introduced to Mr. Sung, a new chemistry men who is going to teach them some advanced
organic. Then I had to talk with the girls about thesis too. Now I have not the
least idea what I was "thinking" when I Legen that sentence, so I guess you will
never know. I am quite sure it was nothing you will miss much.




321 Avenue Petain,
Shanghai,

China,

Nov. 10-11, 1937.

Dear Friends:-

Partly -because'] neglected you all entirely last year, and partly because
there is so 'much to say now, I am going to try to get my letter out in time
for Christmas this year. Perhaps another reason should also be mentioned,
namely that7l do.not feel like indulging in the expense of Christmas cards in
addition toa letter!

It is hard to know where to begin, for there is nearly two years to cover,
and yet recent events loom so large that those that happened even a few
months ago hardly seem worth writing about now. I will try to give you a
few of the “high spots” farther back and then go into more detail on recent
and present events.

My last letter was sent out in February 1936. The chief excitement that
spring at Ginling was the quite sudden departure of Dr, Wu, our president,
for London in response to an urgent cable to attend a meeting of the executive
committee of the International Missionary Council which was to plan for the
important conference to be held in China in the fall of 1938. She received the
cable on a Saturday morning and the following Friday evening she left Nanking
far an absence of several months, in the meantime having -made a trip to
Shanghai -for-an important meeting ‘herel, You can imagine that those were
hectic days - first deciding the difficultiquestion of whether she should go or
not, and then getting a temporary faculty organization set up ‘which -could
carry on in her absence. A pretty green committee of three, supported by a
larger committee took the responsibility that fell so suddenly on us with the
best grace we could, and thanks to the splendid cooperation of all the other
faculty and students we passed through those months quite happily. But there
was a real sense of relief throughout the whole college when it came time
for her to return, as well as a very warm personal welcome for her.

The other thing which stands out in my memory of that summer and
fall is repeated packing, moving and unpacking with a variety of living
arrangements in between. Mine were all comfortable ones, but even so I prefer
not more than one a year at most. Some of the faculty had a very uncom-
fortable month of makeshift living due to the delay in completion of the new
faculty residence. But it finally did get done and provided more attractive
and suitable quarters than we have ever had before. It is on a hill at the
south edge of the campus and the view is a constant joy. Another faculty
house is now under construction near it, but is practically at a standstill
because of the war.

I spent a most delightful summer in 1936 at Kuling with the Daniels family,
whom some of }you know. It was marred only by the fact that I was not
quite as well’as usual and couldn’t do all the longest hikes that I so love. I
got in a good manymice ones though, and as the vacation was longer than I
would otherwise have taken there were compensations. That vacation carried
nié 'very well until nearly Christmas when 1 got very tired and the
stomach trouble which I had been having for some time got worse. So I
spent a very lazy winter vacation - hence no letter last winter - and did only
half time work for the second semester. -That together with various treatments
and an extra long summer this year - three months finally, because of the
war - has put me in fairly good shape so. that I. hope -with care to come
through this year without any more relapses. I seem to have a more or less
chronic stomach ulcer so it is hard to predict how long that will continue to
cause some trouble, but it is better than it was and I can now eat a sufficient
variety of foods to get on very well.
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This last summer I spent in Tsingtao, a beautiful coastal city in the
north. I slept and swam and basked in the sun, getting the best coat of tan
I ever had and markedly improving my swimming ability, and how I did
enjoy it. Tsingtao has a rare combination of perfect beaches, rugged rocky
points and beautiful wooded hills and low mountains with rich, prosperous
farm land tucked in between, so it is an ideal vacation spot and this summer
almost made me decide I prefer it to Kuling, which I never thought I would
do. Perhaps I am getting too old for the more strenuous pleasures of Kuling.

The latter part of the summer was of course very much disturbed by the
increasing seriousness of the Sino-Japanese clashes in the north and later in
Shanghai. Many people were pessimistic from the first but I kept hoping
that this dark cloud, like others before it, might somehow roll away before
the full force of the storm broke. But the pessimists were right this time
and I am afraid most of us are joining their ranks at least as far as the
immediate future is concerned. I try to continue to hope for some speedy
and still reasonably satisfactory end to this awful mess but it is hard to see
how it can come. As far as my personal interests are concerned the outbreak
of fighting in Shanghai was of course much more serious than that in the
north, though from the point of view of the whole problem it probably is
not. I was due to return to Nanking the end of August but by that time it
was clear that college certainly could not open on time and Florence Kirk and
I who were together in Tsingtao were told to remain there till further plans
could be made. September was an anxious month for I felt I was wasting
time there and it was very hard to see what the next move ought to be. News
came through fairly well, much better than in many places, but still we felt
badly cut off from Nanking and often heard just enough to increase our
anxiety, rather than to allay it. Nanking was constantly threatened with air
raids, and had some pretty bad ones and I used to go to bed at night wondering
whether they would come through the night safely or not. Dr. Wu and Miss
Vautrin and Miss Sutherland were there from the first along with several
other Chinese faculty and I longed to be there with them. If I had not been
afraid that my presence there would increase their problems more than it
would help and if I had heen a little surer that my health would stand the
strain [ think I would have gone back, but I knew that was not the right
thing to do under the circumstances so I stayed put as patiently as I could -
which was not very patiently some of the time. Tsingtao was glorious in
September and we continued to enjoy our swims. I worked on Chinese
several hours a day for about three weeks and was beginning to learn a
little, but since I left Tsingtao I haven'’t touched it and have probably forgotten
most of what I learned. For a time it looked as if I might get sent home
for my furlough is due next summer anyway, but I was very glad when word
from Dr. Wu finally came asking us to go to Shanghai to help get some of
our students there located in other institutions. We got off on the 26th of
September by boat and came direct to Shanghai.

It had become clearly impossible to open school in Nanking so the next
best thing seemed to be to try to get several groups of students and faculty
together in various places where they could work in connection with other
universities. Some of the centers originally planned had to be given up but
we have now two good sized groups, one of about 35 students and eight or
nine faculty in Wuchang at Central China Union University and the other of
about 50 students and a half dozen faculty here. Most of the girls are
registered as guest students either at St. Johns University or at the University
of Shanghai, both of which have had to evacuate their own campuses and
are doing their work under very difficuit conditions in temporary and
exceedingly crowded downtown quarters. In spite of their own problems they
have been most cordial to our students and are doing all that they can for
us. The girls live in their own or relatives homes and miss the usual campus
life and are very homesick for Ginling and a more normal sort of life - a
feeling which I share with them fully, But they are good sports and making
the best they can of the situation. We have occasional Sunday afternoon
Ginling meetings but so far most of them have either been very poorly
attended or have had to be postponed because of local war developments.

(2)
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My chief job is to act as a sort of dean for this group and during the
first month I was quite busy helping them to register and choose the courses
that would best fit in with our Ginling curriculum. One university began on
Oct. 1st and the other on the 15th so that work spread out over nearly a
month. Now I continue to keep an office in the Y. W. C. A. building but my
office hours are mostly free for letters and routine work and my visitors are
few. Soon I hope to get caught up on the office work enough to be able to
give more time to the other part of my job which is the supervision of the
thesis work of three of my seniors who are here. Whether we shall be able
to do any laboratory work is still a problem as most laboratories are
inaccessible, but we hope we can arrange it before long. Meanwhile they do
have access to a good library, so they are getting something done.

October 30th and 3lst is our usual Ginling Founders’ Day and we planned
what would have been a nice program if we had been able to carry out our
plans. But unfortunately the war moved from the northern edge of the
concession to the western edge between the time we made our plans and the
day of the exercises and the place we had chosen was pretty close to the
danger area on the west. When it was too late to change I found that a
good many of the students were not going to be able to come if we had it
there. We decided to go on with the plan and had a good service with about
twentyfive alumnae and some faculty and guests, but only four students.
During the address the sound of bombing and machine gunning nearby was
rather distracting, but no stray shells came our way and we all felt it had
been very much worth while in spite of the disappointment in not having
students there. In Wuchang they were able to carry out their plans and had
a very inspiring time evidently. I should like to quote two telegrams which
show the fine spirit of our Ginling group. Dr. Wu sent this message to us
here in Shanghai:

*“May Ginling Family be worthy of Founders and College
ideals by humbly strengthening ourselves and sacrificially
sharing in national crisis. Romans 8: 35-37.”

And from Wuchang to Dr. Wu came this:

“Dispersed but not disheartened, through one faith, oé‘ne
hope, still one. Long Life Alma Mater.”

These make us sure that the courage and faith which has brought Ginling
triumphantly through many difficult times in the past will also meet this
test and that her daughters will surely find places of real service in this
time of their country’s need.

And now to try to give you a little picture of life in Shanghai. I suppose
there is hardly another place in the world where one could live week after
week within anything from a fraction of a mile to five or six miles from a
major war and still be in comparative safety. For those of you who are
not very familiar with the geography and politics of Shanghai a brief
explanation may be of interest. The city is made up of three entirely separate
municipalities. The *International Settlement” is governed by a council
representing several different nationalities of which British, American and
Japanese are the three chief members, with a number of Chinese added to it
in recent years. Then there is the French Concession entirely under their
control and lastly the large and rapidly growing Chinese city of Greater
Shanghai. Supposedly the two concessions are neutral foreign territory except
for the very inconvenient fact that the Japanese are members on the same
footing with other nations in the International Settlement. They have actually
completely occupied and taken over the section where most of their interests
are located and that district has been entirely cut off for all Chinese and other
foreigners since the beginning of the trouble in August. It is separated from

(3)
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the rest of the Settlement by a creek which farther on is also the boundary
between the Settlement and Chinese territory, so there have been times when
anyone could go to the south bank of the creek and watch fighting just a few
yards away on the north bank. I have not availed myself of that opportunity
as I prefer to keep little farther away than that, but I have seen and heard
a plenty of many different aspects of war in the weeks since I got here. The
most spectacular things I have seen are bombing planes power diving and
dropping huge bombs which send up ds of smoke and dust which can be
seen for miles, and the display of anti-*aircraft shells bursting with bright
white flashes.in the air, red tracer bullets like great rockets and search lights
playing all around'in an attempt to locate the plane that they are after. This
used to take/place’ nearly every evening when Chinese planes attacked the
Japanese boats in the river and they replied with all these fireworks. On one
or two occasions without leaving my bed I have seen the shells burst in
the sky. Sometimes there are ten or more search lights at one time
and the whole thing would be a beautiful sight if you could only forget what
it is all abouit. When we first arrived we went up on the roof to watch
some of these demonstrations and I am very glad I did, but gradually we
realized that these anti-aircraft shells are rather wayward creatures and being
aimed up at the place they think the plane is, where they come down is
nobody’s concern except that of the fellow that gets hit. Their sound is quite
unmistakable s0 now we keep under cover when we hear them.

For two months the Chinese lines held with very little change and the
hottest center of the fighting was the North Station area which is just outside
the International Settlement on the north. I've no idea how many tons of
bombs were dropped there but I can testify that they bombed that spot day
after day after day, innumerable times so that the total must have been
enormous. Finally the pressure became too great in some parts of the line
and the “Chinese ordered” and carried out a general retreat to their next line
of defense. This brought the fighting right up to the western edge of the
concessions and the lines were so placed that shells fell quite often in the
western district and people living out there had to evacuate. Even where I
live we occasionally heard shells whistling overhead, but none fell very near
us. Probably most of them went on across and out into the country
somewhere. Just yesterday a further retreat took place which has again
shifted the scene away from the western district to the south boundary of
the French | Concession, so we are an island entirely surrounded by
Japanese except for a small force of Chinese holding out in the southern
part of the Chinese City. Last night and early this morning there were
several terrific explosions which shook our whole district, probably land
mines set by Chinese in their retreat to hamper the progress of the Japanese,
and about six this morning I heard rifle and machine gun fire which I think
was not more than about a half mile from us. We are closer than that to
the boundary at the nearest point, but the fighting is a little farther east
than that point.

Another all too common sight has been terrific fires. Especially during
the retreat/ from Chapei two weeks ago there was an area of about 8 square
miles of congested city property burning all at once. We watched if from
our roof top some miles away and the towering columns of smoke by day
and the tremendous red glow at night are beyond my powers to describe. I
got a couple of very good pictures of it. It seems to have been started by
Chinese to cover their retreat and prevent the Japanese from following them
100 closely. and' then added to by Japapese to drive out small remnants of
Chinese-troops and snipers.  Both are good military tactics I suppose, but
what an appalling waste! (As I copy this a few days later I can’t resist
adding that yesterday-from our roof we saw fires all the way round the
compass, with only small areas free from them. I counted 35 distinct columns
of smoke and that must have been very much less than the humber of fires
for in some places they merged together so it was impossible to count. Ashes
settled down all over the city). '

And the refugees! I wish I could give you an adequate picture of the

( 4 )
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tragedy involved for tens and tens of thousands of honest selfrespecting
people, mostly very poor, but some originally comfortably off, who have
suffered in just this one district. They came in by tens of thousands at the
very beginning of the trouble from the Chinese city and large camps have
been established for them, often 3090 to 5000 to a camp where they are given
the barest necessities of life. Then during the recent weeks each change in
the battle lines has meant new areas endangered and more crowds of frightened
and helpless people thronging in to the one haven that offers some chance
of safety with their pitiful little bundles of belongings. The last two or three
days more thousands have poured in and the streets of both concessions are
full as I have never seen them. A woman resting by the side of the road
that I saw this morning is a typical example. At one end of her carrying
pole were two baskets, the lower one containing about thirty sticks of
tirewood and the upper one a bundle of clothing. At the other end was ga
basket of cabbages hastily gathered from their garden to be sold I suppose
and provide a small bit of cash. When that is gone what will she do? With
cold weather coming on the suffering will b= even greater. The mat sheds
in which most of the camps are offer precious little shelter and many of
these people have no warm clothing or bedding at all. It is an appalling
problem which many people are trying their best to cope with but with all
that can be done there will still be incalculable suffering. A Ginling Alumnae
group here is trying to collect 1000 quilts, and that sounds like a good many
to get, but its just a drop in the bucket compared to the need. And then
there are heart-breaking stories of broken up families, little children left
without a relative or friend in the world so far as they know, and often after
having witnessed terrible horrors. There can I fear be no doubt about the
truth of some of the terrible stories we hear for too many of them come
from eyewitness accounts of foreigners of well known character who could
not possibly have any reason to invent or even exaggerate them. Atrocity
stories grow like mushrooms in war times of course, and I don’t by any
means believe that all I hear is true, but it is true that war does terrible
things to the men who take part in it especially if they have been subjected,
as the Japanese have, to a great deal of propaganda to make them despise
the people they are fighting. Granted similar lying propaganda and similar
war conditions I presume other soldiers would do very much the same sort
of things but that doesn’t make it any less horrible that civilians not only
suffer the unavoidable and accidental injuries that war entails, but also aure
over and over again subjected to all kin¢s of horrors which cannot possibly
have any military purpose. If you realize in even a small degree the need
which I see all around me you will understand and approve I am sure of my
decision not to spend anything for Christmas cards and gifts this year, but
put all I can spare into helping a tiny bit, It will be little enough for our
own salaries are seriously cut because Ginling is receiving no student fees
this year and is operating on about 40% of its usual income. Even with the
drastic cuts they have made the emergency budget for the year still shows
a probable deficit of $11,000.

But the fundamental atrocity is the war itself, for war it is, on an ever
increasing scale though the Japanese still call it the “ China Incident”. ‘There
is no possible justification for any of it much less for the tremendous extent
and intensity of their activities. It is true that some years back there was
a good deal of rather hot - headed anti - Japanese propaganda in China, which
many of us felt was unwise, but even then there was a great deal of
provocation and the fundamental cause lay in the injustice of Japanese
treatment rather than in any natural illwill on the part of the Chinese. In
more recent years the Chinese have shown greater and greater restraint and
patience, wanting to remove as far as possible that excuse for aggression, and
I have been amazed at the degree of self - control which has been evident in
spite of constantly increasing aggression of various sorts. The situation
in the north has been intolerable for two or three years at least and the
marvel is not that an occasional street incident has occurred but that there
have not been many more of them and more serious ones. Certainly the
government has done everything possible to prevent such things and has very
largely succeeded. Even such incidents as have occurred have in many cases
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borne very suspicious signs of having been deliberately provoked by Japanese.
That applies to the ones which were made the pretext last summer for the
rushing in of large bodies of troops. [ have very little doubt, for example,
that the Hungjao airdrome incident was deliberately brought about and I was
much interested in a statement made by some Japanese spokesman answering
the objection that that affair did not warrant such large scale operations
here that t/wz'/)} troops were already on the way before that kappended ! Just
why he did net explain. The tragedy of the whole thing lies in the utterly
false propaganda which has been spread in Japan and the complete impossibility
of getting the truth to them. I feel sure if the people of Japan knew the
real facts about China and her people and about what Japan is doing here
that it could not long continue, but censorship is so rigid and penalties so
severe that i is almost impossible to get word in even to our foreign
friends there. 1 bave not weakened any in my conviction that there is a
better way than resistance by force, to meet even such aggression as this, the
Christian way vof using the creative power of suffering willingly accepted
and of love that “never faileth” regardless of what is done against it. I
feel sure we must come to that if we are not to ba totally destroyed in the
effort to save ourselves by war. But that method requires a greater faith, a
more heroic spirit and a more thorough discipline than any nation has yet
achieved and it is idle to expect that China now could meet Japan in that
way. China i3 waging a war of defense if ever there was one, and is doing
it in a magnifiéent way as far as the courage and morale of her people is
concerned. It seems to me inexpressibly tragic that such splendid moral and
spiritual valuesi have to be put to such horrible uses.

Today is ‘armistice day and we are celebrating it here with one of the
worst days of fighting we have yet had. Out where I live the noise is terrific
and almost continuous. At the office where I am writing I am not quite so
close to it but can look out the window as I write and see planes circling
round and round in groups of three, dropping their heavy bombs which
reverberate all over the city. I doubt if there has been five minutes free of
explosions since dawn and not many single minutes even, and it is now approach-
ing noon. So it is with a heavy heart that I write, for it is impossible to
live in the midst of such madness and not be depressed by it. When and
how can it end without worse problems ahead ?

This letter is much too long and I mustrstop, yet there is still so much
more to say. I should like to.tell a little of the things I have heard about
conditions in the north where th8 Japanese are in control, for you may not
be getting s6 mugh of that in' yoursnews. Very little gets to us except now
and then whenwsomeone comes down or when a letter gets smuggled through
so that it can tell the truth. But I must not take time for that and will only
say that there is no basis at all for Japanese reports that they are welcomed
by the people who rejoice in being freed from the oppression of Nanking,
etc. Such demonstrations and flagwavings as there are, are forced on people
whose only choice is to comply or risk extreme penalties.

As for my plans and prospects it looks now as if I Should be here at
least till February when this school term ends. Then if it™s duld be possible
by that time to return to Nanking and reopen school there 6f course that is
where I shall be, but if that is not possible I presume I shall be here through
the spring also. My furlough is due next summer, so I shall head for home
whenever the responsibilities of this school year are jover, which is likely to
be later than usual as all schools started a mmgnth'or six weeks late this
fall. I will try this year to get off another letter sometime in the winter or
spring.

< rF'

This brings to you all my warn personal regards and my sincere Christmas
greetings. May it be a time of--renewed. consecration for all of us to the
way of love and. pedce whicHthe ,world so desperately needs, and in the
spirit of . Flim whose -birth we celebrate may we be able to say of those
whose deeds are so distressing, “Father forgive them for they know not

(6)
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what they do”. We are certainly called upon for that most difficult of tasks
to condemn wrong and injustice unequivocally, without hating those who do
it, and to desire not their destruction or even their restraint so deeply as
we long for their transformation into worthy members of that Kingdom of
Love and Righteousness which Christ came to establish.

This letter may seem to some of you rather too personal and to others
not enough so, but I cannot at present write separately to so many friends
and I am sure you will all make due allowance for the limitations of such a
method of correspondence. The address above will reach me for the present
and I hope many of you will make use of it.

Sincerely yours,

Ruth M. Chester.

P. S. Nov. 15. We have had several days of quiet now, for the fighting
has withdrawn some distance away from Shanghai. Probably that phase is
over. Whether we shall find other problems in our local situation as bad or
worse than the fighting remains to be seen, but I hope the fears that many
have will prove unfounded.

1937
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999, BUBBLING WELL ROAD Nov. 19, 1937.

Dear Rebecca:-

You must be thinking I am not even courteous, much less friendly
not to have written you l.ng ere this. Still I ho.e you know me well _
enough to have realized that the reason liew quite elsewhere in a

combination of circumstances and temperament
temperament nearly always finds circumstances
I find.
what we are doing, or trying to do, but still

- a procrastinating
which aggravate it,

I knew Florence Kirk was keeping you well posted about

I did mean to write

you personally long before this.

I trust there was not too long a delay after yourcable to me
before Dr. Wu's answer, and thut you reslized th.t was my answer. I
hated to spend money for a separatec cable if it was not necessary and
I judged from what she wrote thut you were duly infomwed. I pre-
sume she has also done better than I in giving you an explanation by
letter. I aypreciate the interest you all showed in my welfare and
understand why it must have seemed that it would be better for me to
come aling home. In fact at one stage I thought so myself, when
there did not cseem to be much proppect of my being able to do anything
for Ginling. But when I found there was a real place for me here and
a need there was no longer any question in my mind about it. There
was no one available who had as much exp=rience along curriculmm and
administrative lines as I have had and also there are three of my
seniors here whose theses I hope to finish before I leave. It was
especlally urgent to have me here to get things started and I knew
it was the kind of job it would be worth while for me to do even for
a short time, though I hoped to see it through. I am getting on
quite all right, taking things quite easily and have no reason to
think it will have any bad effect on my health. As I am quite sure
part of what ails me will tuke care of itself in a few months or a
year or two, it may be thuat it will be easier to find out the residue,
if any, next yeur than it would now, and that even from the health
point of vééw the later furlough may be more desirable. I am anxious
to be r-ally well when it comes time to send me back again, and T
feel surer of achieving that if the issue is postponed a little longer.
So please don't let anyome worry about me. If it should appear later
that I am not standing it well I will try to arrange either to
lighten my load still more, or to quit and come home. But now I am
really quite well if I don't do too much.

It is a relief to have the figﬁ@ing away from our doorsteps,
but our hearts are heavy at the price that is being puaid and the
ominous prospects ahead. I would give a lot for a talk witn Minnie
or Dr. Wu today and recal knowledge of how they e thinking and planning
Letters take a week now, so all the news we have is too old to be

v
satisfying. I hope they will leave before things get too desperzte.

L

It is good to know
financially but in other ways. It

but surely tare must be a place for
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such work as ours whatevef happens. I hope we shall be spared the
destruction that Bo many other mission instituions have already suf-
fered, but we can only wait and see. Episcopal and Southern Methodist
work must have suffered very badly for they have so much in this
region.

I have just copied the prayer Dr. Hsia made at our Founders!
Day exercises here and will send it on to you. It is typical of
the splendid spirit of Chinese Christians.

I am wondering whether you will be swamped with the extra batch
of calendars. I fear you will be, but Dr. Wu said definttely to
send them on, in fact wrote directly to K. & W, to do so, so I did
not feel like interfering, even though the cost of sending them was
pretty high, I fear ( I have been afrzid to ask!) and you may not
be able to use them unyway. I am trying to dispose of as many as I
can of the 500 retained here, but evem that will be difficult, I
fear. It 1s impossible to send them inland at all - I could only
send a sample by first class mail, for they are taking no second class
at all these days. 5o I am asking them © send me addressed and I
will mail from here if and when possible.

I had dinner recently where Miss Falk was one of the other
guests and she reminded me of our weeting in 1927. She said I look
better than I did then. I don't know rhether she just weant cleaner,
or betler in some other way, but anyhow its nice to know there is
some sort of improvement. I told her I still had most grateful
memories of both the bath and the sleep we had there. St. Luke's has
moved twice, I believe, and at that -time was desperately hunting
another place which they had to find in a few days, or close. I
nave not heard whether they did find a placébr not. Every available
buidding is in use for schools, hospitzls etc. as so many have had
to leave their wpn premises. Most school buildings are being used
in shifts by different schools. I can't think of any school that is
not housing at least two institutions and some have more than that.

I shdll shortly be sending you a copy of my Christmas letter
which 1s now in the hinds of the printer. That is all I am doing
this yezr as I want to give all I can to the poor mefugees here that
need it so desperutely.

I must start for home now, so will stop. WUy love to vou,
and all powor to you in the neble work vou are doing. When it
does come time for me to go home I shall look forward to seeing you
and having a good visit.

As eve
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A& letter from Tr. Ruth Chester, Smith 1914, Chairman of the
Department of Chemistry, of Cinling Collepe. liss Chester 1s
acting as dean for the Cinlins wmit in the "War-Time lniversity"
in Shanrhaie Seven of the east China ecolleres are combining
for the 2nd semester of 1937«38 stafl{ and eqipment in Shanghal
to nmeet the reeds of their studentsllivipp with families in
Shanghai, or living there as refurees. 7This letter was written
at 821 Avenue Petain, Shanghai on Tecember 28, 1337, and on
January 1, 1938,

Christmas hac come and gone. I ¢id not look forward ‘o it very much at first
but it turned oul 4o be & very harry one in many wave, in spite of the sombre backgrounds

Friday evening, Christmas eve, we had a most delishtful time. Nrs. tew,
Ginling, 1819, invited ug to her home for thelr fanily Christmas party for the children -

and family here is used in the Chinese sense for there were thirty some kiddles, all first

cousing, who joined in the occasion. Toth sides of this fanily have been Christian Tor
several generations, s» it was ‘n many weys like » similar party at home, and yet it was
different toce iirst the echildren sll marched ia an:’ esch rhted a candle and set it up
on a stand, and put a little contribution from hie own pocket for the refugee children on
the trayprovideds. Christmas hymme were hyed as (his wee going cn an when it was {inishe-
ed there was & rass of red eandles hurning together. Then they had a short progran in
which quite & ~urher of the children tock part, playing the plano, recitings, or singing,
sone very well and cthors very amusincly, especially some of the little totse Then came

Santa Claus with & cheery preeting and & ssck on his backe First they gave him money for

the refucee children so he eculé ~et some presents for them, an ilhen he handed each of

them a stoelking of crackers anc cendy anc fruit etce Then we ssn: carols for a whilee

Then Santa { one of the uncles) returned in his normal attire, {lie crowded arcund him
telliny him they recoganizZed him, one pointin: lo his hmlr, another to his socks elee &8
hed identified hime It was such a nice rroup of kiddiese They went out

then for their supper and th.en when the had finished the prown-ups went out to anotier
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dressed ourseives up for Christmes dinner at the Morris home. Alice Vorris is home from
Tsingtao, to stay, and lheir home is such s delirhtful and cordial one. Ye had a grand
dinner. ! all i is you ean see that we did not feel homeless or let out at all <Juring
this Shanghai Christmas. Eo{h of us have always been either at home or at Cinliar Lefore,

ut we could not ask for more {riendliness an¢ real fel owship than we ha! this veare

These are busy days, lor both my jobs have taken much more time the last two
weeks or so than the) yre doing The rirls ars rettin: well into their lal work now
and I hope I shall not have ic spend 8o much time out there from now on. With plans for
next semester DLepimning to take shape, or rather Lepimning to reguire someonc ‘o shape

them, I should be Spending ny whole time en that part of my job, but I can't let

- - L "f“

i

girls sulfer wien they have Leen waiting all fall Yor thiis chance sand it ma be snatehed
eway any daye. -"here ig no certainty how long this place will be available as 1 think I
have alrendy explained, so I 1t te pusSh them through as fast as is nossl lee.
January 9

> most exeitlns thin: thal has happened was the arrival last Sunday o four
of our Ulessed fecully pesple fro - Ha kow, all sefy and sounde Ve knew they were soing

~

Lo try to cime bul ha. no ldea when they would make it, il at ali, Fut at breaiast
Sunday moring a -telegra:n arrived w ieh had been delaye. several days and when we did a
little telephoning it developed tha the Loat they were on Trom Hongkong was due the

very daye Ye spente good part of the day me tin; it for as usual il came much later than
it selid i1 would, tut we 0t t' em anc brought them here late in the afterncon to see¢ s
few students an. alumnae who had come to our at home, largely Lecause they ha hear: of
these arrivals. It wae sreat fun, an we let them all take iathe by one, éur lied

gallons of tea i1v slake a lon; thirst anc fed then a sizple supper which apparently scemed
guite grand to them alter the privations of {lheir lon; Journeye They were five days on

t to aveoid Lbombing, and somee

tires havins to go bacikwards instead of forwards to pel out of a danper-us arcee.




DEC 28 1‘937

-
narrowly missed several raids, including a bad one just after they reached Canton, but
they escaped ell alon; lhe way. They took "deck passare” from Hoagkong, leavin: the same
day they arrived there and had five more days of great lscomfor, sleepin: on the floor,
with ingufficient beddins and ouly rice to eate So the had had ten days of continuous
travel and were pretty tired and exeited. Tut their spirits were giod and they seemed as
zlad to be here ns.wert we Lo have them and that is saying a pgreat deal. They a e a
tremendous heip +- us here and arrived just Wwhen they were mdly needed to help with plans
for next term. They have all been put to work anc¢ in spite of all they have done I have
been just as busy as I could be« I really don't see how I could have managed this week
and next without thems We are working hard on plans for next term and hope to have guite
a good many of our own classes, probably in close cooperation with the two other refugee
institutions, Hangchow and Soochow Universities. ©So I am spending my time in meetings
and cunferences both with our own faculty and with theée others., Fortunately one of the
people whe came from lankow was Hwang Dzun-mei, in my department, and she is practically
taking over the supervision of my students for the time beiny whi'h saves me a lot of
time.

Today we havys had a most heartening experiencee. lrs. New (Ginling 1919) ine
vited the faculty group to her house for lunch anc esked us to come at 11 for an infor-
mal service first. Everyone was there and two or three alumnae and board members alsoe
Mrs. New pave a splendid talk on our faith and attitude in this crisds and the increased
importance of our work, and then about 6 or 8 other quite informally expressed sémething
of vhal these last months have brought to them. It was a most inspiring tinme. The
quiet faith and undaunted courage and entire absence of hatred and bitterness seemed
truly woncerful and it was one of the most sponteneous times of fellowship we have ever
had. Bvervone is thinkinc and people seemed glad ‘o have heen able to share their
t'oughts in such a croup. One cannot possibly doubt the value . of such a group, small
thouth it is and unimportant in the ways of the world. Ginliny has a greater mission

2 0pns

then ever snd will carry on, thouh it mey have to (o it nder rreat difficulties. After
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the meeting e had lunch topether and all enjoyed so much being again in & ®inling groupe
I went to the "Cood Earth" ycsterday ancd enjoyed it very much. While there
are things one cen criticize in it I feel it is remerkably well done on the whole and does
give & pood picture of some of the basic qualities of Chinese life = some of the thi
that will prove to be her strength in the vears to come ms well as in her past.
spirit that made O=lan and Wang Lung endure everythin to hold on o their land and
ret ack to it, is #&ill here and is something the Japanese have not reckoned with suf'=

ficientlye
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150 Fifth Avenue, Room 903
New York City
January 17, 1938

Dear Ruth:

I am sending & copy of my letter to Mrs. New, to you and
another direct to her. If you receive this, will you be good enough
to see that she gets 1t?

Mrs., Thurston was in New York last week and shared with me
your letter of December 15th, Your Christmas letter has also reached
me, I sent my copy of it to Mrs. Robinson, acting editor of the Smith
Alumnae Quarterly, with the hope that they would want to quote some-

* thing from it. B8he returned it with thanks and said that your class
secretary had already receive® a copy. They plan to use the cable from
Minnie, of January 6th.

I am repeating to you informetion which we sent last week to
Miss Priest and Miss Wu. The fund given for salary relief by the fur-
loughed and former staff amounts to $2,5906,00 in cash and to about
$800.,00 more in pledges. This is due, as I think I teld you, to Mrs.
Thurston's generosity in pledging ten months of this year's allowance.
On December 31st, Ginling had been allocated $6,386.75, of the emergen-
cy fund being raised by the Associated Boards. I do not know exactly
how much more has come to us, but $1,000,00, I know has been given to
Ginling since that date.

There is great anxiety on the paét of Mary Twinem's family
about her. If you have any information about her, could you send it
to us in your next letter?

950 calendars arrived on January 6th, via Thomas Cook and Son.
In the two boxes, there were 300 of the colored cards. We décided that
it was 8o late that they could not be sold in bulk, so that we have suc-
ceeded in having the cost of these and postage of four and a half cents
& plece underwritten and we are sending them out to our donors and to
Smith Clubs. Mrs, Thurston was successful in selling a few last week,
and Mrs. Lyman is going to send one to her daughter with t he hope that
she can use it as a cample for sales at Smith.

We read everything that comes from Shanghai with the greatest
interests We are not unaware that your strain is now of a different

type.

If En-lan has arrived, will you please tell her that there has
been money raised here for the rest house in Hankow. This was done by
Chinese and while it doesn't amount to as much as was originally hoped,
there actually is $600,00 in hand, in fact & little more than that, and
arrangements are in process for transmittal to Hankow.

There is so much that one wants to say, that one is inhibited
both by the tremendousness of the situation and by caution., Please give
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my love to Florence and to En-lan and to the others of the Chinese
faculty whom I know there. .

T sent with Anna Groff a New York draft for $1,000,00. I
hope that by this time you have seen Anna. It was a gift toward the
land payment problem and I do not know now whether that was a wise
allocation or not.s I have written to Miss Wu and to - Elsie by Clipper
mail on Januaery Tth, leaving them free.to decide what is best to be
done with this gift.

With love,

RWG sam
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GINLING COLLEGE

NeNKING. CHINA.
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M eH B & —~ = = g
TEMPORARY SHANGHAI OFFICE
v KOOM 51z
83 YUEN MING YUEN ROAD. Aprll ll, 1938.

Mr. C. A. Evans
Associated Boards for Christiang Colleges in China
150 Fifth Ave.
New York City
U.S.A.
Dear Mr. Evans:-

Mr. Myers of the Associated Mission Treasurers
has paid over to me £39.51 Chinese Currency, being the
equivalent of the gold & 11.50 which you sent to him
for relief work through Ginling College. I have written
Miss Vautrin about it but no definite decision has yet been
made as to the method of using it. There is much splendid
work being done there, however,and you can assure the
donor that it will be used in a worth while way. When the
decision is reached as to its use I will report to Miss
Griest about it. As it is hoped that more constructive
work may Dbe done next fall for these people it may be best
to use this gift as the beginnings of a fund for that pur-
pose
pose.

Very truly yours,

). Gt

Ruth M. Chester.




GINLING COLLEGE
NANKING,CHINA
160 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York.

Dear Ruth;

Your letters of April 2lst and May 4th are here, and first of all I want to write
of Fn-lan. This money, $1,500,00, for Fn=lan I secured last sumer. On July 26th, 1937
I find T wrote Miss Wu & "There has been secured US$1600 for study for Liu Fnelan. This
will be available for her at any time either this year or next year or some future year,
1f she finds that more desirable. There has been expressed the hope that she would go
back to Clark, but it is not necessary that she do so if she wo:.1ld rather go somewhere
else.

This money can be sent to her on the field or it oan be held heres At the moment I
am holding it personally and will continue to hold it so until I am assured that it will
not be subject to "tax" to the promotional department of the Assooiated Boards.

I trust that you will discuss this with Fnelan at your earliest convenience, although
I would not want this in any way to interfere with your vaocation."

Ire Tvans wrote her on July 29th, "An anonymous gift of US$1,500 has been turned
over to me as Treasurer of the Ginling Board of Founders, same to be used for your gradu-
ate study. We are carrying this in a Suspense Account on our books and subject to your
withdrawal at any tire. It might be best for you to work out a schedule of costs and
budget the money accordingly. e can make payment any time you desire."

She acknowledged this to !r., Hvans on September 6th. "I should hate to leave the
College at this junction,.

Hoping that it is still all right if I manage to write you of my schedule of costs
and budget when this oloudy and stormy atmosphere is a little cleared upe I think the
earliest date for mo to leave this country would be somevhere in February, but nothing
can be certain at present,”

Mre Ivans responded on October 18, 1937, "As the US$1,500, we wrote you about
has been made available for your use, we are continuing to hold it subject to your
use for the purpose for which it was given, It is true that it may be sometime before
yoeu will be in a position to take advantage of it, but even so we will keep it o1 our
booke against that tiue."

On April &, 1938, I wrote in one of my joint letters to Shanghai end Chengtu..
"Please tell En-lan that Dre. Atwood has written that they are going to grant her a
2200600 tuition fellowship at Clark, althcugh her letter wus received after gll the
regular fellowships and scholarships had been assigned. 1 am enclosing, if it is possible
to do 8o, & copy of my letter to Dr. Atwood. Dr. Atwood wrote in a very friendly fashion
and said that he md Mrs. Atwood would be eeger to do whatever they could fér En-lan, in
order that her work at Clark would bLe as happy as possiblee"

On March 28th, En-lan wrote Mr, Evens- "This is to enquire whether the gift of
Uefle §1,500 th:t was turned over to you last July for my graduate study, is still
available or note At present as conditicons are so very uncertain and normal work is
practically impossible, I feel way be it is better for me to g0 on preparing myself
for future needs than to face a task tha. is entirely beyond my reach just now,

Aftor I have inbtimated my intention of going abraod, a number of my friends in Fngland
wented me to go via Lurope and to tell them of what is really going oh here in Chine,
For the sake of Cinling College and my country I like the idea very much. T have written
to friends agking then for definite plans about meetings with different groups, If it
could be so arranged that my time ocould be well spent I would like very much to start
for England by the beglnning of July, and stay in Ingland for about five or six weecks
then go on to Clark University, liorcester, Mass. UsSehe for a year of study. If C fc
should be willing to help me out a little, I would like to work for a degree., Of course




i AY 23 ¥ 00 g

all that is too remote to talk about yet. Tor the present I will be very gead grateful
if you would let me know if that money is &till available.
I am very sorry that I cannot work out the schedule of costs iind budget yet, because
there are a fow questions whose answers are ot known yvete v
o 1 do not imow how the arrangements in England could come out,
2¢ I have applied for a scholarship at Clark, but I do not know yet what
help may be granted to me.
3e I have made nc inquiries about sallings yet beocause I do not know which
way to go yete
Do you have any advice for me? Any help you can render me will be greatly appreciated,"
This letter of March 28th from Tnelen was rescelved here later than her letier of April
Srd, whioh reads "A cablegram has just arrived from England informing me that arrangements
has been made for me to enter Oxford University this falls Mt I would have to need the
money you have, &f you still have it, for travel and tuition., I wonder if this would
meet your approval,"

The letter of April 3rd was a "boomerang" here, for when we went over the corres-
pondence, we saw that nothing had ever been said to her about the gift being for study
in the UsSe =~ the statement to Mr. vans was "Donor prefers Clark University, but
that need not be the place. May be used this academic year, or next, or if necessary
& later year," The donor's original thought was study in the United States, because
it wans hoped that Fnelan would do for groups here, as hier tiie permitted, Just what
she descrives herself in the letter of March 28, as about to do in Europe and in Fnge
land, by travelling via Europe to the U. S, China now needs more desperately here
than when this gift was made, such a vigorous persona iy as she had, so that the shook
and disappointment was oven keener. Also there is embarrassmentin relation to Presidant

Atwood, but I can "eat my words" again with him.

VWhat is now wanted here is her budget for work in Pngland, and does she have a
scholarship {or Oxford? If so the donor wants to know how much of her expenses there
that will cover? There are many, many good students needing money, Should Fnelan
have $1,500 for study in Imgland, if that is more than she really needs,

_There has been considerable investigation here of what Oxford can offer Hary
Treudley sent me Tn=lan's letter of March 29th to her, with a note saying, "Reading
between the lines, /n-lan is asking whether any arrangements cen be made for her %o
study here next year. I can do nothing about finaneing such & venture - 8o I am turning
the suggestion over to youe" T answerd Hary on April 29th, "I was fortunate enmough to
secure for In-lan last sumzer a gift of 41,500,00 for graduate study. The tags on it
were that it was to be used in 1937-38 or 1938-35 or a later year, and preferavly at
Clark. Dre Atwood has granted her a tuition scholarship for next year of $200,00. She
has just written Mr, Tvans, our treasurer, telling him that she has received an oppor-
buitity to go to Oxford. She sent this letter belore she hoard o the arrangements at
Clark, althougli she knew of the money which was here. This presents a rathor difficult
problem and I am writing you all these facts confidentially.,

In the first place, the gift of $1,800400 wus thought of as being used in America.
Some of it can be made aveilable for study in Pngland, but Dr. Atwood has been very,
very £ood about I'melan, and unlese the work et Oxford it as good or better than Clark
oan give, thore is & feeling here that at least as far as thie larger scholarship is
concerned, that it should still be cermerked "preferably for Clarke" Of course T undere
stond that the prestige of an Oxford defree and experience means much, and I want to
help Tn-lan do what she wants to do and also what is best for her to do., “ould you be
able to find out from Miss Parker or some one at Vellesley whether there is a re:1 ade-
vantage 1n her going to Fngland?®

Mary replied promptly, "I talked with Margaret Parker (\.‘éeogmphy at Tellesley) about
En-lan. ©She doesn't think muoh of Oxford - as a placo o study geography., Her feeling
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is that the London School of Foonomios would be the best. Mrs. Ormsby is very good.

She thinks variety of experience is much to be desired. Since 'n-lan knows Chicago
end Clark, ideally she would get more out of England than America. Practically, if it
is America or nothing, America would be bettere. There is a question as to how much
new course work Clark could offer. ‘hey have & good man én the Mar Dast ~ a Dutchman
whose specialty 1s the Dutch Fast Indies = and who may be new since n-lan was there.

In that case he might prove a stimulant 4o her. If she 48 to spend a good shere of
her time working on her dissertation Clark would probably Le aboul as good as anywhere
elses In addition, they would be more apt to let hor work on a subject that would be
useful in Chlna - instead of something like Dr. Wu's black flies of Michigan.

I had thought, when I encouraged her %o go back to Thina after two yeers here, that
her next work had botteor be done in mglunde <‘he war situation, however, puts & new
face on the situatlone TIn-lan doesn't necd any more war or war atmosphere o She does
need to understand the Buropean situation - Lut might get a clearer perspecitive on it
{rou here.

largaret Parker spent one year in lnles - working with a men who seemed 4o lLer worthe
while. lie is somewhere in Ingland - 'anchesbter she thinks - lui her general impression
was that you could probably get more good georgraphy n London than elsewhere. Of course
she kaows nothing about Oxford - which is her basie for feeling that if it were good,
she would know about 1t."

I agked & {riend at Columbia to find out what they know about geography at Oxford.
The response was not sallsfying nor certain, "I have made several inquiries re Oxford
and Geography, ut haven't unearthed any informaticne I I'ean Tlawks were home, I think
he night kiow, tut he 18 oif on & tourid" "I've scanned geveral volumes of the “eographical
Journal, organ ol the Royml Ceopraphical Soclety. I falled to spot any autiors attached
to Oxlorde The Journal is not nearly so broad in its intereste as the Ceographical Re-
view put out by the American Ceographiocal Society. ‘he coimparison of the two is much
like tiie Unglish Historical RNeview and lle /merican 'istorieal Neview. nglish tends
Yo concentrate on Ungland, or at most on the enpire. There seems to be only the one
periodical in Fngland devoted to geographical materiel."

"Orchard says he lnows nothing at all about geography at Osford. The Iritish geog-
raphers whom he lmows or knows about are at the London School of Neonomics. COrchard
does the courses here on the geography of Murope, and knows the literature of the
subjecy well, 8o he scarcely would miss out on any outstanding person if such were at
Oxforde Orcherd is a Narvard producé and is by far the best goography person ab
Columbiae. lie stands high at Teographic councils, etc.”

Mrse lMacmll'an wrote for me %o vy Ceorge Jarbour and to Mre Ceorgs Cresseye.
Mre Darbour writes, 'y 6th. "Oxford versus Clark - hard to say without kmowlng the
2irl ar her intontions as regards Mlure worke. -he methods af teachin: are i/ lerent.
Clark offers preater variety of courses and probally would give her a less arduous
courge towards & degrece Clark has a wider wvarlety of specialists in different lines
and 1% would to my mind pa:tly depend on whether tho girl was preparing 4o do indepen=
dent resemrch or expeocting to teache 71 she has sufficlent ability to carve her own
way Oxford will in the end give ler moreg tliey are less spoon fed there, Lut more is
expected of them in the way of the ability te think for themselves. I lmow all of the
stalf there but without kmowing how far che has gone in the sulject or lookiuy up the
requirements for a higher degroe * could not safely advise. 0Oxford would tend normally,
Pirst to challenge her qualifiocations, but T think the deparitment wonld give her a wele
comod. A% the same time she must remembed that at Clark she is one of a few, and therew
fore treated with the welcome piven evarywhere in America especielly to a stranger from
another countrye In Oxford sush people get no more courtesy than is wouchsaied by one
individual to anothcrl She ought to find out whelher she ocan live in colicge 1. sne
goes there with advanced standinge If not I suggest she try to live with lMrs. lawcett
wife of lawrence l'awcett formerly at Yenching)s I can give her other introductions
including ones Lo Professor Mason (head of department), Sandford, "aker and others in

the geography department as well as to others,”
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Mr, George Cressey writes, 'ay 3rd: "Last sumer I had the opportunity of visiting
the geographical work at Oxford, as well as tl.at of the University of London, At
Oxford they have a good, but not strong, department in the physioal aspects of the
subject, chiefly surveying and "geologiocal geography.” I feel sure that it is not
the kind of work which either Ginling or Miss Liu should have., The best British
geographor is Dr, Cs Be lawcett at the University of London; this is the place which
I should urge Wiss Liu to work if che felt it wise to go to Fngland rather than the
United States. I lnow Fawocelk, and Miss Liu may have met him. I could arrange for
introductions if deasired,

On the whole, I believe that the best pgeographiocal work is being done in the United
States. Miss Liu should see as much o’ Furope as possible, for a geographer needs
travel without end, but she can do better for a dootorate here. Clark is a particularly
friendly place, and having secured one of my dootorates tlere I can commend it highly.
In some ways, however, 1 consider Michigan as the best American graduate department
for geography. Other top ranking schools are Chicago and Vilsconsine. Any one of tlese
four would do well, and each has a Far Bastern speociallst, President Atwood is unusually
helpful, but the atmosphere of a larger University such as Michigan is stimulating
for the final graduate pushs Knowing Miss Liu as I do, I would place Ann Arbor first."

After all Ruth, $1,500,00 i a good bit o: money - at least I find it so when I
have the Job of raising ite It i8 too bad however, that the desire to have it used in
Anerioa was not made clear fpom the beginning. It was assumed here that it would be @
no oneswse- oxouse of course. DBut since it hadn't been, I think you should adamit that
we have gone as far here as possible until we get En-lan's budget. The inference in
your letter that we were not appreciative of Enelan's spagendid work is pretty hard %o
acgepte I & not, however agree with you that all people who have taken M. A. degrees
and who als: have been as outstanding in their field as Enelan has been, always know
where they ocan et the hest advanced study. There are enough examples of mistakes

about us to Justify asking for information g8 to budget and plans when as large a sum
as this is Involved, :

Last year when we were trylng to seoure help for Ene-lan from Clark for 1936=37,
I awked Mrs, Yacmillan to talk with Dr, Atwood for me, as she wad near Worcester, I
do not have thie in writing but she left with me the impression that Dre Atwood persons
ally belleves intensely in Fn-lan, so much so that he was willing to underwrite some
expenses from his personal income, but the department there want her to prove by a
vear's work her Phe De qualitye If she proves ii, adequate funds would then be abmilable
for her to continue her work, It was after this that I determined to get her enough to
do cne year's work without financial worry.

Will you please share all of this letter with En-lan? IHow I wish this barrier of
space that causes so many misunderstandings didn't exist « or at least that the misunder-
standings did not exists All we need here is 'm=lan's budget and her reasons - plan
of study = for going to Oxforde ‘he money is given to In-lan - and also to developing
a geographer for Chinae

RW3 sam . #ith love to both of you,

Miss Ruth Chester,

Room 512 A,

133 Yuen Ming Yuen Road,
Shanghai, China.




Miss Ruth Chester

c/o Canadian Pecific Steaumship Coe
Victoria, BeCe

Arriving Lwmpress of Russia, July 25th.

: 1 s U b
LDewr diss Chestars

we extend our cordial greetings as you arrvive oncs nore
in Mei-kuoe e look rorwara to seeiny you ana learning at first
hand of what you have seen and cone auring the last yeurs

Awout twenty of the lesdem in our China Colleges group
here in aAnericé ere meeting together for u prief conferencs at Silwver
Bay on July Z29th to 3lsts It is our earnest hope that it mignt be
possible for you to be with us, for at lewst a short time if you
cannot remain for all the sessions. I believe that idlss Griect is
aleo writing, discussing the possibiilly thut you cun be with use

I eunclose herewith a tentetive outline ofgour progrum
for the conference. ~¥ou will note that we ure hopid§ thel you
cun be present at the eveniny session on rfriday, July <9th, wad can
tell us something of how lhe Colleges are carrylng on toaay &g you
have observed them and participstea in their work. If you can
bring us such & wessage il cun be presenled in whutever way you
thing would be wost approprictes ali of our sessions shoula be
quite informal.

Will you not send us & wire, collecty, ag toon &s possible
after you land, telling us whether it widl be possible for you to
be wilh us

Very sincerely yours

BAGsCS
Encle




150 Frifth Avenue
Kew York New York
9 November 1938

Dear Ruth,

You elready know that you can count on the slides and the small lentern
for Ilartford. After you have used them in FHertford, I have & notion thet
you will want to keep this equipment with you. At leoast, 1 hope that it
will be so satisfuctory that it will prove to be a definite help in most of
your other meetingse. Did New Bedford krow that they needed to supply only
a surface for the projection, which could be as sinple as a sheet? In any
one of these cases of a small group meeting, the use of the slides could be
arrenged even as a last-minute eddition, and I am ever so glad thet the
aepparatus is so smell that it need not add greetly to your travelling kit.
Of course, a lerger and more powerful lantern would be necessary in meny
cases, and you will have to guard against planning to use the slides where
the small lantern is inadequates You will know where you are at in this
whole matter after the lartford experience.

Therk you so much for letiing me lknow about Smith, which sounds es
though it had been worth your while to be available for contect with so meny
groups. This morning's meil brought in a post card from lirs. Robinson from
the Alumee Querterly, regretting thet she could not use an illustration
with the material which is eppearing in the next issuo. She says that she
was present when you spoke at assembly, and "was tremendously impressed by
her quiet competence."™ She could not get to the Students' Building that
evening as she hoped to doe

Pittsfield has made no respoise to my latest inquiry, and we will
simply have to tell them thet no spealer is available ot this late hour,
if they now have a change of heart.

My own plans are not yet completely settled for the next monthe You
can always consider that I am here unless you have word to the contrarye.

Affectionately,

EBi'se

Miss Ruth M. Chester
-Barrett—Fieee 02"0V&;a€-a44/§ztuﬂﬂt
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RUTH M. CHESTER
3914 LOCUST STREET
PHILADELPHIA

Nove LY 1088,

&/

r. Evans:-

Next summer my sister and some friends are
planning a trip to England and I should like if possi-
ble to go with them and return to China from there.

It is tod early to make final plans but some reserva —
tions need to be made early. Can I make reservations
directly with these firiends, or does it have to be

made through your office? Are there missionary rates

on the Atlantic, tourist class? Do you know how early

i1t would be necessary to make reservations from Furope
for the middle of the summer? Is {350 the usual al-
lowance given for people returning that way? I shall
appreciate the answers to these questions and any other
information that may be uszful.

Sincerely, , |
o, 11, TS AN

D




¥ovember 22, 1938

Miss Ruth M. Chester
3914 Looust Street
Philsdelphia, Ps.

Dear lf{iss Chesters

Sorry I could not get to writing you yesterday, but it was
Just imposeible. Your letter of the 19th raises the question regerding
travel by way of Europe.

You ere at perfect liberty to meke reservaetions with your
friendse Whem we meke through reservations to China, travelling ecross
the Ltlantic, there are no discounts, except with the possible exception
of the Italien and Danish Lines, or occnsionally when e through trip
tvicket is bought for the Orient. ]

As you are plamning to leeve Burope for Asis during the middle
of the summer, the earlier your reservations are mede the bettere We
have had the embarrassing experience ol trying to route some of oup
teachers by way of Europe a few weeks in edvence of sailin- only to lose
out entirely. War conditicns in China, however, may elter the situation,
but you ocan judge the effects of this as well as we cane

It will hardly be possible for you te get through to Chengtu
with $35000. It is more 1likely to cost you $450400, enc we arc willing
to advance you that amount.

The chances are that it will be necessary for you o travel
from fongkong by the wey of Haiphong, Frenche=Indo Chine up to Yunnanfu by
motor bus to Chungkinge Under the circumstances, we would be willing to
advance you {450,00, and even then, it is quite possible you will have to
communicate with Miss Priest, if further funds are needede

Please let me know if I can be of further service to youe

Very cordlally yours,

C. A. EVANS




150 Fifth Avenue
New Yorlk, MNe Ve
14 Deocenber 1938

Deayr Ruthe

*iss loore hes elroady told you something of the recent correspondence
with Chon Yl=djen. Nave you time and strongth to take up this question from this
point, keeping ‘Mise Yoore informed of overy stop in the correspondence?

Then T was 1 Northampton the other day, T met Micc lryson on the streect,
and learned a little of your conversations with here I have waibed until we should
have nebeoca's decision for the Lumediate presont Lefore making general observations
to you on certain relations between us who aro Ginling workers, and the time has
probably come to put on paper something of our matual understandings.

Ginling nceds every minute end every cunce of strength we can give to
the Amerioan program, and we need to put up all possible safejuards against dupli-
cation of effort, and against misunderstandings which will herm Ginling in small
or large ways in the minds of the friends of the Colleges e have i Miss oore
& pergson whose mind runs in channels of comnon sense and of deep personal interest,
and T belleve we can depend upon her to save us from harming the cause to which we
are devoted, provided the office over which she now presides is kept completely
informed of everything we do. When such information can be given in the form of
carbon copies of letters, that is less expensive in time and energys; but when it
needas to be in the form of memoranda of vorbal interviews, these memoranda should
be sent forward to her promptly. I feel sure that you will agree to all this,

When the letter from Yinnie came about Chen Yl-djen, I was unaware of
the fact that you had been asked officially by Miss Tu to take certain steps in
regard to Chinese staff matters. Miss Moore was also ignorant on this point, and
therefore she was unable to turn to you immediately, but instead, took the correct
official step in asking me to write to Miss Chen., e have now received from Yl=djen
a very prompt reply, which you will deal with as you think best,

I doubt whether it is necessary for me to argue in defense of the under=-
standing which I have heme outlined briefly, namely, that we clear all of our
Ginling activities through the New York office. Personally and o'licially I am
only one of the people inwvolved, Lut let me record & few of the reasons why it
is necessary for me to know everything whioh you or any other Ginling person does
on behalf of the College, or individuals oonnected with it. :




Miss Chester 12/14/38

Vhen I go to Northampton, I am almost certain to see !liss Bryson,
partly because she is an active individual and partly because she is resident
faculty in the dormitory whe:ro my niece lived. MNiss Iryson expecis me to be
en courant in all metters of Ginling fellows!ip applicants, together with
their past histories and future prospects. "honover I meet a member of the
forner Ginling faculty, as I do every few deys throughout tre year, I need to
be able %o talk %o them in their own language, giving them news of the develap-
ments in the departments Yo which they are especially devotoeds When I meet
President Meilson or Miss Woolley or one of the many other college heads with
whom I work all the year, (President Atwood of Clark, for instance) I need %o
be able to answer specific questions about staflf movements and graduate study.
Then T get to Amm Arbor I must have at my tongue's end the latest news f{rom
twenty or thirty Ginling women in wiose claims is vested the splendid CGinling
interest in 'Michigane You will remember that for ten years it was I who sent
forward recoumendations for the Jarbour appointments at Michigan, and that
Committee always ocalls me into conference when I am in travel distance. With
Miss Moore keeping up to date our alumnae lisi and the blographical details in
regard to Chinese as well as {oreigners, I can easily carry with me everything
I need to bLe prepared for inlelligeni interviews, provided we all agree to
keep the New York office informed of all we do.

I brought up this questivn with Mrse Thurston when she and I had a fine
talk on Monday mornings. ler egreescnt was inmediate, and she said, "0f course
thatts righte I aa likely tov forget the importance of reporiting many of the
things I do, bul I must be carcful aboubl it. Tor instance, I have just written
to the A.AeUeWe Fellowshilp Comaitteo a note on belalfl of Djang Hsiang-len, and
I must report {this o New Yorks"

I kmow you earc zesping Niss MNoore vary carefully informed of your
speaking engugements. Can you inke time to comment rather {ully on those you
have already had, partiecularly with a view to giving Miss HMoore the names of
individuals ~ Smith or non=Smith « who may or may not be now on ow 1l1lists, but
whose intercst struck you as perticularly vital?

Sincerely yours,

Mrse Te Do Maomilian

Yiss Tuth Chester,
3914 Locust Street,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.




14 Jecenber 1938

My decr Miss Chester:

I am enclosing this note in a letter:
which Mrs, Leavens sent %o us some deys ago, and
esk that we forward it on to you, As she hed asked
thet we read the letter, MMrs. imemillan declded
to do a little scouting around in the Hogton area
for a person Lo toke !irs. Leavens! place.

Almost spontaneously the name of Miss Sara Coming
camo o the mind of both Mrs. Macmillen end !irse
Iymens They are to hawve lunchoon with Miss Comins
tomorrow end will at that time try to porsuado her
to accept the positicne

In the meantime, any comments you
care to meke on possible women for this position,
will be welcumeds It may be that you have mot
some women of exoellent qualifications for this
pleces If Mise Comins refuses Lo aocept, we
wlll need other suggestlons,

Also, I wish to report that your
plectures have now reached me, They are very
good we think, and we thank you for them.

8incerely yours,

AM

Miss Ruth Chester,
3914 Loocust Street,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
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Hotel Bellevue
Boston Massachusetts
15 December 1938

Deer Ruth,

Miss lMoors will have forwarded to you a letter I dictated
while in New York. T now inclose a copy of a message about
scholarships in a recent letter from Miss Sutherland. The entire
letter you will be seeing, if you have not already, but this mat-
ter of scholarships is probably pressing.

Have you already been ir touch with the Parbour Scholarship
Comnittee,; whose chairman is Professor W. Carl Rufus, University
Hall, University of Michigon, Ann Arbor, Michigan? If you have
noty probably you will wish to write at once, asking for the most
recent copy of reguletions, a sdmple form of application, and any
other deteiled information which you needs There is in the back of
my mind ths importance of January first in connection with Barbour
applications. There is so much in my mind et the moment, that I
do not trust this impression, which T have not recently checked
with the facts, and which mey mean that it was on January first
that we had to send all of our material from Chine for Barbour con-
sideration. Will you please let Professor Rufus know from you that
the Ginling psople in this country (Mrs. Thurston, you, and I, speci-
fically) are working together to make Ginling applications as clear
and satisfactory as possible. Mr. Rufus told me last year that the
unusual comsideration which Chinese girle, and particulurly Cinling
girls, had received in the past was now being sharply challenged by
candidates of other nationalities, particularly those from India. The
Committes, therefore, needs to have as strong confidence in the quality
of Ginling applications as we can possibly give it.

Sincerely yours,

ifiss Ruth Chester Mrs. Te D. lacmillan
¢/o Mrs. William B. Stimson

3914 Locust Street

Philadelphia FPeansylvania




150 Fifth Avenue
New York New York
31 December 1938

Dear Ruth,

You will be very gled to know that we have received Sara Comins'
ncceptance of the chairmenship of the Smith Alumnse Committiee for
Ginling. She has had splendid experience in successful organizational
worky is primarily interested in religious youth movemenis, and has a
‘fine, clear mind in the planning of programs. Ve are very fortunate
indeed to have her. GShe sccepte, of course; on dondition that the
work can continue to be done in New York; her contribution will be
in the making of plans.

I had & good *alk last Tuesday with the llisses Cook. They ex=
pressed concern that you should not be asked tc do more speaking than
you should within the next few months,; and I assured them that we
were making no definite demands upon you in thot line. liss licore
has juet sent me engegements for the next month, and it is necessary
thet we decide what to do with an opening at the Knox School on
January 21. Mrs. Houghton, head of the school, and her long-time
associate, Lrs. Thinney, are both Smith women, =nd T believe that this
school is capeble of meaning more to Ginling than it has in the past.
You are probably remembering that Gratim Sharp went there ame secretary
to Mrs. Phinney after she recovered from her illness last year; Gratia
is very eager to have ¥3ir January engagement make a really deep im-
pression on the girls as well as the Heads.

Do your other plans make it possible for you to take the irip to
Cooperstown? The school pays the expenses, and I am now in process of
discovering whether they have a lé-millimeter projector and screen.
They meet their guests at the nearest railway station, the name of
which I do not remember at the moment. Will you let me kmow at the
New York office whether this date is at all possible for you?

Sincerely yours,

Kiss Ruth Chester
¢/o Mrs. William B. Stimson

3914 Locust Street
Philadelphia pg,

Mrs. T. Da Macmillan
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GINLING COLLEGE =
NANKING, CHINA

The Ginling College Unit in Shanghai

Letter written by Ruth Chester, March 3, 1938.
Received in New York in June, 1938,

T will try now to give you some picture of the Ginling unit in Shanghail
as it is organized for this spring term. We have reonted altogether six rooms in
the YeWeCeAe building - a large, modern downtown office building, just two doors
from tho missions building, Three of these rooms are fitted up as class rooms with
furniture borrowed from the Mary Farnham School (Presbyterian High School in Sheng-
hai), which was glad to have a chance to move it from its own building where it was
constantly in danger of being stolen. Blackboards are painted on the walls. A very
nice corner room is being used as a reading and study room for the students - possi-
bly this might be considered a bit of a luxury, but it is one that the girls much
appreciate and which will certainly improve the quality of work done, for most of
them have no quiet place to study. This is also furnished with Mary Farnhem furni-
ture including a magazine rack which is already full with regular library magazines
which are coming here, Part of the mail for the college lands here and part goes
via Hongkong and Henkow to Szechuan, so our filos are not completo, and very likely
some are lost, but at least what we havo is available for studont and faculty use.

1 think we now havc onc or moro copies of 30-40 magazines, Those four rooms aro on
the Tourth floor and on the fifth we have a large pleasant faculty office with five
largo dosks, and two small onos. Each desk is used by two peoplc and the room does
not offer ideal conditions of quiet for study, but at least gives thom a placo to
keep books and papors and to work an hour or so betwoeen classes. Thorc will bo some
periods whon class rooms can bo usod for confercncos so that will help somo. Next
to tho faculty officc is a small administrativo offico where Wang Ming-djen and I
have our dosks and do a little work occasionally betweon interruptions, In addition
to thoso rooms, Mrs. Now has taken o good sized room on tho third floor, partly as
an offico for horsclf and partly to give us & 1ittlo ovorflow spacc, so wo take ro-
fugo thoro somotimos for committeo mectings and for rost and quiot. I think sho had
Dr. Wu in mind too whon sho took that room and sho will find it a groat holp whon sho
gots hero.

Woe have thirteon faculty hore now and Miss Whitmor will be herc in a fow
days. All of them belong to the rogular teaching staff so we have had to"oarn by
doing" on tho administrative sidos Wang Ming-djen has made an oxcellont rogistrar
and gonoral pmrtior in tho multitudinous details of administrative work, and I really
don't sco how the job could possibly have beoon dono without hor. Her oxperionce in
the curriculum committoe and as class schedulc officor for somec yoars past mcant
that sha was familiar with all the rogistration routino. We did not cvon have a
samplo copy of any of our rogistration forms, and altogother had ono English and two
Chinoso cotaloguost Tho rost of tho administrativo work has been my job, with the
holp on the morc importont probloms of Mrs. Now and Liu En-lan as an administrative
committoe. Various parts of it havo beon dolegated to othor faculty mombers, but
most of thom arc protty busy as teaching undor thoso conditions is not as eofficient
as in normal timos, Everyono has helpod and they have all been patient with tho
many irritating inadoquaciocs, Mr, Sung as chairmon of the oquipmont committec has
donc a gront doal to got us proporly set up.

our faculty is good as far as it goos, but it cortainly could not bo call-
od a woll balancoed ono, from tho curriculum point of viow, Somc departmonts arc
vory woll roprosontod with two or throo membors, and othors are entirely lacking., We
could not possibly have dono an indopondent picco of work, but cooperation with othor
East China Christian Collogos has made work possiblo. Six colloges arc hore in some
form, but only five havo cnough coursos to affoct tho curriculum much. So when our
students nooded courscs wo could not offor we have sont thom to any of those obher
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institutions and we have a very large number of such cases, All of them have regis-
tored with us and paid their tuition to us, and then the college will pay to other
colleges at the rate of $3 per credit for courses elected by our students., It is
supposed to be a mutual arrangement, but of course we need them more then some of
thom need us, especially the two who belong in Shanghai end have somewhere near nor-
mal curriculum, so we are sending out more students than we receive, but we do have
quite a number of University of Nanking students in our classes, since they are giv-
ing only one or two courses themsolves, We have been very generous in allowing the
girls to choose outside courses, perhaps too much so, but we all foel it is more im-
portant to give them a roasonable range of choico than to save a few dollars by for-
cing them into our courses, We have a few who are not taking any Ginling courses
except Physical Education - seniors who aro majoring in Sociology and minoring in
psychology for instanco, for we havo nothing here in cither of thoso departmonts. Co-
operation is also holping to solve for us all the very difficult problems of library
and laboratory facilitios, St, Johns is tho only onc of the six institutions that has
anything in these lines and thoy have vory gonerously made them available for us all.
The joint library has a large reading room in the building whoro the St. Johns classes
arc held and roforonce and resorve books for €l courses in all theso institutions are
on those sholves. Thoir card catalogue is also thero and faculty can ordor any books
thoy neod brought in from thoir main library out on the campus. So we practically
have their whole library awvailablo, We all holp financo it and cach studont has an
identification card and is ontitled also to tako out books under usual restrictions.
In addition to this the city library and a numbor of othor spocialized librarioes aro
availablo so we shall not do so badly for books I think, only it takos a lot of facul-
Tty time to go all ovor town hunting thom. The English dopartment is borrowing books
from al 1 our friends and thoy have becn most gonorous, The Morris family has provided
many books for English, Music, and History and is londing rocords for Hu Shih-tsang's
courso in Music approciation, I don't quite soc how wc could do without their assis-
tanco,

The joint laboratories arc also housod in the St, Johns building and have
boen oquipped with gas and wator and they havo moved in their laboratory deosks and
thoir apparatus. Work is boing schodulod so that tho rooms and apparatus aro being
used all day by difforent groups, Ste Johns, and ours in tho aftornoon, mostly, and
the Univorsity of Shanghai and oneo or two othors in tho morning, Thoere are going to
be many difficultios of administration, duo to having so many pcople usc the samo
outfits, but I guess it will work out somchow and will be botter than no laboratoriocs
at all, Only scicnce majors arc boing allowed to takc laboratory courscsand thay
won't got all thoy usually do, but last torm thoy had nono, so this is at loast somo
improvement, All laboratory focs aro to be paid to St. Johns and it is hopod that
most of theo additional oxponso will be covered cither by tho Council of Higher Edu-
cation or by o spocial grant from tho Associatod Boards. If this is not forthcoming
wo shall oach havo to help cover tho cost, but I hope that will not bo necossary.

For our Physical oducation work we havo the uso of the Navy Y.MeTe A. gym~
nasium which is only a fow minutos wolk from horc, from B8-1l cach morning. They aro
also being very gonerous in their charges and it is fine that wo can have this placo
so noar and so well oquippod.

With tho approval of tho administrative committoec I took tho liberty of
adding ono part timo porson to our staff, For yecars we have wishod for a reoally good
Art Approciation coursc and whon I saw that Mrs, Ely was giving onc at Ste Johns I
thought it would bo fino to have hor do it for us. We shall not have to pay much and
it is our largoest class - 19 I think, and she limitod it to 20, Soveral alumnac and
othor spocials aro toaking it and thoir fecs alono will coveor quito a part of it. I
hope it will bo roally intorosting and valuablc for tho girls. Mrs, Ely soomod glad
to do it and is a most onthusiastic toachor,




Now for a few statistics, We have a total of 54 regular students, 22
seniors of whom 14 will finish in June I think, 13 juniors, 9 sophomores and 9 fresh-
men, In addition we have about 15 University of Nanking students taking from 1 to
4 courses each, and a fow specials taking English or Art or music, About ten of the
students I expectod transferred to St, Johns, so our total regular enrodlment is less
than I hoped for. I don't know all tho reasons for thesoe transfors but I think fami-
ly pressure in favor of Shanghai institutions which would not bo liable to move out
of town had something to do with it in somo cases. Outside of faculty salaries I
think wo are sure of covering by feoes taken in the cost of running this unit, but I
had hopod it might do a 1little more thay that and help carry part of the salary budget.

This week we had tho privilege of meeting Mr. Rabe, the German who has
boen chairman of the relief committoe in Nanking., Heo began his talk by paying groat
tributes to his fellowworkers therc in Nanking, Tho first onc ho mentionod was
Minnie Vautrin, Ho said somothing liko this: "I shall never forgot theo sight of
Miss Vautrin leading a line of girls and young womon through the strcots, on Docombor
13th to tho safety of the Ginling refugeo camp, past groups of soldiors out hunting
for women - it was a man's job, but sho did iti"

Lotter from Ruth Choster - Shanghai
April 21, 1938,

Tho biggost event hore sinco wo wrote last is Dr. Yi-fang Wuts arrival,
which as sho may have told you, was porfectly timed so she could como right in to
our assombly which comes on}y oneo in two wooks. Probably she has writtcn some about
the Shanghai situation and how it affoects us., dJust about the timosho arrivoed wo wore
beginning to foel morc concerned about the many storios of girls and womon being kid-
napped and carriod off to "the othor sido of town". I don't doubt thoro arc moro
storios than cases, but I know of ono or two that have como protty straight and that
I foel aro substantially true and they arc oncugh to make us a littlo unoasy all the
time about our students who havo to bo on tho strocts so much, Just last wock and
this ono of our seniors has had somec disquioting attentions., First sho was followod
by throe men in a car who took her picture three timos. Thon day beforc yostorday,
tho samc mon, who, she says, arc Japaneso, followod her on foot for somo distancae,
waited outside while sho ate a hurried lunch in a rostaurant, and then followed hor
further until she took a bus for homo. Sho is suro they woro tho same mon, and saw
them get into the samo car and drive off, Wo don't know Just what this moans « por-
haps nothing much, but it has onough possibilitios of seriousncss to causo us a good
bit of anxiocty.

Her family is here, fortunately and she is living at homc, so we don't
have to take responsibility for telling her what to dos Her father is a prominent
Christian leader and was in to sec me with hor yesterday. I can't help wondering
Just a 1little whether it is an indirect attempt to put pressurc on him and frighten
him into silence and inactivitys I hope that is not tho case. I was told by quite
o responsible Chircse in the educational ficld herc, that they havo definitely
traced thce murder of Herman Liu to Japanese sourccs and that they had 50 men in
wait for him that morning at various places! I cannot check that information,
but I don't think he is tho sort of person who would repeat such a story without
adequate evidences It all gives one a rather creepy feeling and it is so easy
in such a situation to get into an excessively suspicious state of mind and take
some things more scriously than they should be. From this point of view I am glad
that Dre Wu will not be herec vory long.




2 ok

On Sunday April 10 the alumnae herc had a meeting to welcome Dre Wu
and also to welcome the seniorse Dre Wu spoke about her experiences in these last
months, Dju Gioh-fang doscribed the work various alumnae have done here for relief,
etcse Then Li=ming rcad the list of alunnae whose whorebouts are unknown and found
quite a number of them wore known to somcone prescnts They also collected that
day a small loan fund for alumnae who arc out of jobs and in wrgent neede It will
mean & lot to those who are in neod to have the backing and sympathy of other
alumnac as well as the financial help, and the idee is that the money will be repaid
when they get back on their fect, financially.

Searle Bates was herc for about ten days and we all listened with great
eagernoss to all that he had to say. They are preparing a survey of property and
livo stoek losses in and around Nanking.

It is decided that I should go homec this summer. I am both glad and
sorry, but on the whole it seems best, for if this unit is to bo stopped thore will

not be any urgent nced for me. I have a sailing for July 10 on the Empross of
Russiae

Letter from Ruth Chester = Shanghai
May 12, 1938

Mrs, Now wont with Dr. Wu as far as Hong Kong so I can't very casily
share your letter with both her and Minnie, at least not vory promptly unless some-
ono copies theme Also as far as Minnie'!s concerncd our cormmunications are rather
orratic these days on this sort of thing. Strictly college business, or harmless
personal letters can go through readily by post now to Nanking taking about two
dayse But wo don't fcoel it wise to put into the post anything that might cause
any unpleasant reactions on the part of the consors, so that limits us a good deals
I think it would be better in writing to Shanghai if you avoided the use of names
of peoplo from herc who are spoaking, or whosc letters or reports are in usce

Yesterday at our "Presidonts" mecting plans for the joint commencement
and Baccaleaurecate were discussede Scvon institutions are joining together - we,
University of Nanking, Soochow, Hangchow, University of Shanghai, St. Johns and
the Women's Medical, for thesc two functions. Baccalcarueate will be held on
Sunday afternoon, Junec 19 at 4:30 in the Moorc Mcmorial Church, with Cheng Ching=
yi the spcaker, wo hopos Commencement will bo Saturday morning June 25 at 10 in
the Grand Theatre which I think is about the largest onee It seats about 2000 I
believes Thoy have given it free and the radio company is giving freec use of the
amplifying systeme They are going to sce if it is possiblo to get the program
broadeast, and also will try to get movies if possible, but I don't know what luek
they will have on thosee W. We Yen will be thc spoakeres The scniors arc planning
some sort of modified class day program on Friday afternoon, Junc 24. The faculty
are having the banquet for seniors immediately aftcr commenccment on Saturday noone

This office will close officially Junc 30s I will see that mail gets
taken care of if it arrives after that time, so I think you had better continue
to use this address as long as you write to Shanghai at alle Florence Kirk and I
will be leaving our apartment the end of June alsoe If I can do as I want to I
shall be in Nanking for a week or ® before I saile I shalltry to arrange a day or
two herc before sailing anyway to catch up the last loose ends. Wang Ming-chen
is going to America towards the end of August but will be herc¢ until she sails,
staying with her sistere You can address her at 411 Yu Yuen Rde She is very

capable and dependable and has been my right hand man in the office this springe
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I think we shall graduate 16 or 17 seniors here, including two or three
who will not be quite finished but very near ite There are 14 really finishing be=
fore commencement. You probably know there are 5 more in Chengtu, ,one in Wuchang
and two at Yenching, so our total will be around 25 I think, which}&oing pretty
well considering,

Letter from Ruth Chester - Shanghai
May 29, 1938

MiSs eseess is bringing you the rest of the movie that essssesss took of
the Ginling camp activitiess I put the explanations and captions Minnic Vyutrin
wrote out into the box with the filme It is quitc interesting, I think, and it is
good to find an oasis of constructive work in this awful descrte All the Nanking
folk agree that the best piccc of work that has been done therc is this Ginling worke
Not all thoe credit is due to Ginling, for many others helped in it, cspecially the
Episcopal Mission men, but it was doubtless Minnie's vision and faith which laid its
foundations and she was certainly its guiding spirit.

As for Shanghai life has sottlod down again to a more normal state, after
the rather uneasy month of Aprils I have not for wecks hcard any rcports or rumors
ovon, of girls beoing taken or molested in any woye Quite a gang that had becon doing
systematic traffic in women was arrested and convictcd and given fairly hcavy sen-
tonces and that seems to havelnd a wholesome effocte Probably the large number of
Japanesc womon who arc now avoilable has hdped tooe There has bcon a lot of minor
bomb-throwing and hand grenades and such and policc have been combing cortain parts
of the city for trouble-makers, but the outlook for our particular little group
coming through thc term without any misfortuncs,looks good.

I think I shnll probably go across to Montrcal and direct to Sutton
Island, Mainc till thc end of the surmer so will not bc around N.Y. till sometime
carly in Scptombors

Letter from Florence Kirk = Shanghail
May 13, 1938

Liu BEn-lan, who has becen in the hospital for a few days with what has becn
diagnosecd as bacillary dysontery, is feeling quite perky. Yesterday the faculty
playcd the students in volley-ball, and cach sidc won a gamce The stars wore Chen
Yu-hwn (Li-ming's husband, brought in, porhaps under false pretences), Ettie Chon,
and Hwa Li-minge Thc woak spots were Eva Spicer, Alice Chang and Hwang Dzun-meil
Ettie insists that I tell you that overyone did noblys Today at noon we havo our
lunchcon-discussion groupe We have about 2 dozen members of the group, and we take
turns in providing the lunchcoon. We sottle down to about an hour and quarter of
discussion and reports

Letter from Florenco Kirk - Shanghai
May 29, 1938

Whether we can got any supplics from Nanking beforc we start for Chengtu
is still a questions The more than twenty applicants to roturn to Nanking wore to
have known yesterday wheother their passcs came through or not - and at the military
pass office, it sccmed very promisinge However, it is now to bc doeided "next wock",
and so it goes one Eva and I havec applicd to go down for not morc than a wock, be-
ginning June 8, and whon we left our applications, it lookcd hopefull

Tho plans for Commencement seem to be coming along favorably. The faculty
banquet committee is at work (Harriet, En~lan and Ettie Chin ). The seniors are at
comprchensives this week, and last weelk the sophomores took their comprchensivess




From Nanking Gazotte (MNanking Kung Pao) March 2, 1938.

Third issue of the first newspapor attempted in Nanking under Japanesc occupn-
tionse On the following day no paper was published, and thercaftor it wns resumed
under o new namee It is known that Chairmn Tao had much difficulty with the
Japanese Special Sorvice Organ over various matters, and that he persisted in his
rosignation.

SELF~GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
CHATRMAY TAO HSI-SAN SEEKS FOR LOST PROPERTY
Almost complete 1oss of his Buddhist imaoges and seriptures
To which he had dovotod his heart and soul for 16 years
Af the original orticles can bo rostorod, his hoart
and spirit can be recstablishod in peaco

The Chairman of +the Sglf-Government Committoo of this city, Tao Hsi-san, well
along in years and eminont in learning, is oxtremoly devoted to tho scripturos,
Recently becuuse of tho outbreak of tho Incident, his family property was laid
wastce Besides other things in particular the colloctions of many yoars, Buddhist
imagos for divination (?) and all classcs of seripturcs wore cntirely looted.

Indecd this was so distressing as to bring an increasc in actu al physical illness
from which recovery is difficult. He wrotc a spoeial lotter to tho Self=-Government,
requesting thom to act for him in cooperative aid to inquirics and investigations,
We have sceurcd his original lettor, which is printed below:

Roport of January 29, According to information from persons of my houschold,
ny residenco at Noe. 27 lMunicipal Government Road wos formerly occupicd by soldiers
who have now gonecs When cntercd the houso for inspoction, all the blackwood furniturc,
and the clothing, trunks, porcelain, and motalwoare, with all utensils, amounting
to about four or five thousand dollars, had becn looted clean. I still should not
have been completely sorrowfuly but for the faet that therc wero included a Buddhist
shrine, roverocd images of the Buddhist faith, and pictures of my sainted paternal
and maternol anccstors, and various Buddhist seripturcs to which I have devoted
my heart and soul in sixtcon years of cthical cultivation, offering a fragrant
sacrifice cach daye Now the whole lot have been stolen. Upon hearing it, I was
woundcd in hcart, and wopt a weeping of miserable teoars; as in mourning for my dec-
ceased parcnts, grieved to tho point of not desiring lifc. Just at tho time of
resigning my dutios for quict recupcration, again I cncountered this extraordinary
prief, and my illness became inerecasingly serious,

A fow days ago I tcarfully begged Chairman Swen and Commissioner Wang (of police)
to act for me in combined aid for scarching. Thercupon Commissioncr Wang dcigned
to despateh policeman to go with mombors of tho houschold to eovery place and matshed
in tho district, searching and invostigatings Nothing was sccured. In the past
fow days we ogain sent people to overy place wherc books and scrolls were spread out,
looking for soveral days! time, but still £0t nothings Formerly therc was obscrved
in the housc a Japancse post-card left behind by a military occupant, on which was
writton: Licutenant Amano of the Noda Unit of the Headquarters of the Naka jima
Dotachuent (given name added)e  This Mre Amano was one of the military men who oc-
cupied the houses Isn't it possible to pass on a request to the officers of the
Japancsc military admninistration, for them to inquire from lire Amano whethor he has
socn theso seripturesy imnges, and trcasurcs of Buddha? Might it be that on the
basis of rclationship through identity of langunge and commor faith in the saored
Buddha, that he aected on rny behalfto preserve them? If it is possible by this connec=-
tion to rostore the original articles, then my hooart might be reestablished in calmn,
tnd my sick body gain complote reeoveryeeees (formal conclusion with list of Buddhist
treasures)
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