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March 1, 1927

Mrse Nelson B. Chester
134 West 9znd 8T
Hew York City

Dear Hrs. Chesters

Yesterday the following cablegram wus recelvedr
BRANKING VUBUORARYP CHEcTEA." The first five letters of the code
word mesi, "situation gives no cause for concern™ and belnp preceded
by "Rangking® we uadesrstand thael 10 refers tO the sjtuation in that
city. ine lust five letters Of the word, decotded, read in the code
hOOK as follows: "has - ve -~ (you) started.™ In the book thora is

no punctuation after the word "staited” w3 sesas O s the case with
81l the decoudeu phtases, clauses aand sentences except in the case of
questions, when interrogatl) .. marks sre used. If we read i1t as &
guestion, puttiag the woru "Chestes® in Lhe blank spact, we would un-
derstend 1t to mean, "has Chester started¥® Howeves, 1 think, con-
‘sidering the foras useu in the cGde LOOK, we asy lotarpect 1t as a
statement and read, "Chester has started™ or "Have started" the word
sonestest peing the sigpatuie on the cablegras.

I snould have sald in the beginning that tas cablegiraa came from
Nanking. fIhis fact nakes it a Little puzaling, but & 3u; 0ss therse
were cable coanunications rpetween drse Thusston asd ,o0ur Javghter in
Japsn 1n which 1t was decided to have dcs. Thursion canle 1l code to
us in bew fork. N

I am sendling this Latter to confliyrs the message as L gave 1t to
you over the telephons yesterday alvocavon. 44U L8 & sourse of satis-
faction to us to know thut dizs Chester reached Yokohama safely, also
to xnow what her plans sre. 4 tnipk we aay anticipate that she will
reach Sanking without difficulty.

Simeerely yours,




April 1, 198,

Dear Friends of Ginling:

Knowing that you will have been anxious about us guring
the last ten days and that yon &are eager to hear a ficst hend
report of what really happened, we are sending you this brief state-
ment of the facts.

IHE STIVATION AT GTNLING SOLTCY

~ 2
LA

After leerning on Wedwosday afternoon, Mesrch 238, thad the
Southern Army had ﬂtaroi Nanking and the Northerrers wecn revreating
we took in neighbors as roiluges and ¥ext watch all nisuw fov Loo%ors.
All was quigt in our neighhovhosd and the rirst repor’ ia She mowning
was a reascsuring onc. A0t some timo orsund nine cloloek ocne Ghe
nows of Dr. Williams dcath and of come laldipg up of foralignors,
Our Chinesc faculty and sindents imnedilately tcox chavgo Sl il
all of the forcign faculiy %o stay in cub of sizhs. Mo anpointod
represontatives to stand ot the gote ond meet auny suvlficrs Ghoro
end dcal with them as well as they could.

The first grovp of lcotors was headed by a fow H1ﬂnwc 30
scldiors from the Southern Arwy ard went isto cne or svo cf nite
acadomic duildings. The accompanylag re 1\10 tank somn bhoedl
that had hoon usecd thore the night beXo and fou m:

a fow olther things, itut %,aVUL only 2 slj'ﬂ tim
damage. This crowd was siubscgnently met by somna Y
authority 4o make them dvsp what they hod UllO“hfn aad. part ox
at least was piiecd into rickeres and ?CTU;J“'. Nagn an ozficer in
the Southern Aray, a brothor of ane of cur atudentis, came cl/or anad
talked with some of thsw and promised rretesiion. Bt ha vins suon
cellod away ty a greoup of students from the Un.evers ity of Noexkiung
bringing word that Tr. Bawen bhad beon woken &5' nte life wes in
danger. While our proteaior was goae apotiry group of Toohers
came. They took & fow more things from cnc OC he asudemiv build-
irgs and were about to demand the cpeuning of the gofe shen they
evidently bocame fearful that the Cfi 38T Wi gimrntag erd GhGY
anished. He did rosurn, having teen sumroned 2y CU corwaat who
went after him on a bi hdulo, e L*“g his ovn 14fe ag the sp.diers
were firing. The of ficar severly roorimaning *nrec orx Lour soldicr:
who had boon bent ~n loot and affer making tvem koocl wnd ol pit
their guilt he went away leaving a small gAu'u no h broeuagat with
him.

Soon axether erowd of civilians tagon poaring over the hill
toward a side gate. The guard fired a few chess wwi¢c The alr ond
the crowd fled. This reassured ws and wa Haololli Lhe AOrgEgeT Wae
over. The noxt arrivals werc nckt sc c2i:l7 wmeniaed-- o wmial group
of soldiers tired and hungry and demoudrnc to ke Gorin So ThO
foreigners. Food and discussion restecnived dhom Sewporarily dut
soon they insisted on going through iac bulidrngs. e focalwy
and students took them to othur buildiqzs fivwst waich thoy ware
able to do because our reside ig eyantly lile the stuienth
dormitorics end docs not stand out from the grouvp, bus tivally feld
they could hold them no longer and scme of them raghed ovor to tell
us to hidse. 1t seemed impossible to lecave she builaing without
being seen so we went to the attic and waited “rere on the elighd
r'hance that two floors or loot might satisfy #hom. Aftur g fow
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moments of suspense news was brought in of a roscue party of Chinese
students and faculty from the Uni?ersity of Nanking Eho Zonvoyea
us under the leadership of an officer up to Bailie“Hall at thé

University of Nanking. As we approached this building we heard
sounds of trouble within and were kept waiting outside while they
went in to drive out & group of looting soldiers who had attacked
the group of foreigners already gathered there for protection.

This was about one o'cloek Thursday afternoon. From then until
Friday asfternoon we remained there under the protection of Southern
soldiers and officers who allowed Chinese friends and servants to
come asnd go and to provide us with some few necessities.

Friday aftornoon a Chinese military escort was provided
and the group of about 125 foreigners taken to Hsia Kwan and pat
aboard American and British boats. Up to the time we left for
H$isa Kwan our residence had not been entered at all and the faculty
and students brought to us a considerable numbaer of things we want-
ed. Our whole experience was therefore & much less unpleassnt
one than most people had and we were deeply touched by the courage
send loyalty of all our Chinese friends who certsinly saved us from
some thing much worss.

Friday night we spent on various gunboats and cruisers
snehored off Nanking and Saturday afternoon we were divided into t
three groups, for the trip down river- Two small freight vessels
were sent under convoy of the British Cruser Dauntless and the
rest were taken on the U.S. gunboat Preston, which made & guicker
trip. There Wwere no proper passenger accommodations, but every~
thing possible was done for us and such discomfort as we had was
unsvoidable.

Shanghai is much too full of refuges to be an ideal place
to live &nd later arrivals have had to resort to improvised
dormitories in the Navy Y or the Union Church. All of us are
located in real beds and rooms a&nd are very comfortable.

After leaving Nanking our greatest worry was for the
safety of those we left behind who had done so much for us. For
several days we had only rumors and some of them were very dis-
quieting but Thursday the 31lst brought very eamforting news.

They are sefe, have taken in some girls from ogher schools which
had been destroyed, and are even carrying on as much class work

0s the small number of faculty left can maenage. A small group

of soldiers is guarding the campus but the buildings are not
oceupied by soldiers, as we had heard. A representative has been
up from here to confer with them and on his réeturn we shall know
more in detail of conditions there and whether it scems best 1O
try to keep college open now or not.

There the events to date, but .as to the fnture no onc can
says Most of us will either gc to Manila or Japan or Korea, or
remain in Shanghai until we can see a 1ittle more clearly what 1%
is going to mean. We are too0 close to it now to interpret all
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the conflicting elements in the situation. That we are eager to
find a way for Ginling to moet the crises and continue to give to
Chinese women an essentially Christian education goes wtihout

saying. How this can be done is not yet clear and may not be

for some little time. But the way on which the Chinese faculty and
the alumnee are showing their loyalty is a great encc uragement.

These are hard days for them and they are constantly in our thoughts.

The Ginling group has much cause to be thankful for we
were almost the only foreigners in Nanking who had no direct contact
with the soldiers. It is good to know that all of us have a few
of our possessions with us and the rest arc so far ®ntouched
in Nank%ng; (though things became re¢lative1y uninmportant at such
a time.

Very sincerely yours,




OCT 2.6 1928
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July 12, 1933

Miss Ruth M, Chester
134 West ©2nd Street
New York, N,Y.

My dear Hiss Chester:

At a recent meet ing of Ginling College Committee I was
instructed to write to you to congratulate you on the honor
wihich has come to you in receiving the degree of Ph.D. from
Columbia University. We know that this is not simply an
honorary degree, but that it has required an infinite amount

of hard work for you and that you are deeply deserving of
this honor.

The Committee further wished, to expressg. to you its
appreciation of the splendid service you have rendered Ginling
in years past, and the hope that Yyou have many years of service
for the Collegé hhded of you.

You will be interested to know thet I had a long letter
fram Dr. W, who will arrive with Miss Spicer uand Miss Mac
Kenzie, in this country in a few days. Miass Mackenzie is not
a} all well, and the doctor feels that it is better for her to
come home until she completely recovers. Dr. Wu does not at
all like the idea of a Fall ifinerary and is going out to
Banff for the Institute of Pucific Relations meeting, so that
her letter pretty much shoots up all the pians made for her by
the Committee, I have sent a copy of her letter to me and her
letter to Miss Hodge to Miss Hodge, Miss Griest and Mrs. MeConnell,
80 between them I em looking for further instructions.,

My personal congratulations to you,and ny very best wishes.

Sincerely yours,

Florence G. Tyler, Secretary
Ginling College Committee
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GINLING COLLEGE
NANKING, CHINA

February 2, 1934,
Dear Priende: -~

I really meant to write a Christmas letter but I was too busy
at that time te get 1t done sc I have decided te do a mid-winter
vacation letter instead and let you know how thinge are golng with
Ginling and with me.

As mest of yocu know I put in a vVery busy year at home on a so-
called furlough, dcing my research for my dectorate. It was close
work but I maraged to finish it in time to have my examination dur-
ing the summer session. The printing of a little morpe than thirty
pages in Shanghal toox at leust half as long as it did te do the
regearch, but its done at last and I am areatly relieved to have
it finished., Becausge of that Joeb I d4id not have time to cee many
pecple while I was home and that was lleappointing but I got in
two good sunmer vigits with my sister and hop family in Maine, six
weeks the first summer and two the second and saw her a numbepr of
timeg during the year, and lived with mvy father in New Verk sc I
got fairly well acquanited with my family at leagt, Alsec I kept
very well incpétd of very heavy work so all told it was a very suc~
cessful furlough.

g3 I came back to China in August with one new and one returning
g’ _~Member of our faculty and we had a very enjoyable trip with a very

ud Interesting two days ashcre in Japan and a tussle with a t yphcon
to add a 1ittle spice to it. We were a day late orn account of
said typhoon so arrived in Nanking the merning of the day classes
beran, I had to choose betweern meetine my fipst olase and eating
my first breakfast. I leave you to guesg which I 414!

Ginling seemd8d very muczh the same when I vot back to it and
I settled donly and felt at home right away. This time I found it
much easier to adjust te America when I went home and to China
when I returned than I have before. It has remingded me of Pres,
Burton's definition or and educated person which he gave us when
I was in college as crne who could mase Aifficult trangitions
eaglly, or semething to that general et'fect, and I have concluded
that at last I must be "educated",

Two new buildings had crown up In my absence. Théy were
chialked cut orn the sround when I left and well o teward comple~
ticn when I returned, though the firnal finishing has dragged on
much longer than we expected, They were gunpoesd to be %oalv for
useé in September but naw it lookes very deubtful if we ghall ew n
get dn in time for the cr@ﬁug Cf the gecend semagtear next weok,
Practically everything except light tfixtures and tagting of the
heating eystem 1s finished, but light and heat avre both rathen
Inportant feor library and mueiz bﬁilding in mid-winter ard we
don 't dare get books ard planos moveid until we are sure v e onorn
uce them in their new quarters, Thege two buildin~s faink the
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entrance tg%%e auadrangle and make it more of g auadrangle than
before., They are alsc of “hinese gtyle and done by the game
architect, but are quite a little different from the othensg, I
don't thins I like them quite as well as the finst sroun, at
least not as well as the "Smith Bullding™ but they are very rine
and will of course look better when they have had time to wear
off a 1little of the newness. One of them ig to have admini stra~
tiom ard department cffices downstairs and the library upstairs.
The 1lbrary 1l mostly 1n green and we thing it e gcing to be
very attractive and restful., The pregent quarters of the libra-~
ry are much too small both fer booxg and for ceating space so it
will be a great zomfort to cet where there ie nlenty of room,
The other bultding is tc house the musice department, which is
oneé of our specialties, and above that will be the chapel and
suditorium. That 1s quite 7ally cclored with wooden bracke ts

in $€he geliilinain "Pe cdne ot wilie® oy people differ very much aba b
1t. I think I am going to like 1t but it 1# haed to tell just
hiow 1t wil' look until it is furnished ard occunied, Moving
thege thince Into the new bulldinse will free more gnane in the
old enees for class roomsg, offices, club roome and varicus otherp
purnoses, most of which have been badly neading more gpace.

‘Teanwhile the Practice Schocol whieh the education denart-~
ment rurs has built the dormitcry for which funds were clven by
Mme., Chiang Xai-shek and Mme. fung in memory of their mother,
and Dr. 3:eves hag bullt herself 3 little house on the hill by
the regervoir, so I had quite a 1ot to cee when I get back. In
gpite of all these buildings we face g problem fop dﬁﬂgﬁtowy Spec
for next fall and that is one of the thirce Dr. ®fu must try to
heln sclve now she 18 bank.

For Dr. "u really is back after about severn months abgence
in America. She went first for the mes Iny of the International
Congraess of Women in Chicavo in Yuly, then w=nt tc the confepm=
ence of' the Institute of Pacific Relaticns at Barff and finally
spent several months travelins for the Interdenominational Miss~
ionary Capmaign. From all the letters we have had we think she
must have seen nearly evaryone in America ard she certainly has
nade a most happy imrressicn on all she 4id see. Ne are vepry
rleased and proud of her and glad to have fdmany reople Xnow
what a fine p2rscn she i1s. But we are mishtly ol2d4 to have hep
back just the same. I had some buziress -that gave me an excuse
to go to Shanghai in tine to meet her boat so I saw her firet.,

We have had a very good tarm cn the whole. The National
Athletic ‘eet was held in Manking in Cetober ard during that ten
daye we had to have several holidays and the rast of the time
might almoet ae well have been holiday I think for all the work
we got deme. But it was arn interssting event and quite worth
while from the point of view of the right <ind of national spirit
I think, for students were gathered from all over China and evdn
from some of the Chirese settlements abﬁﬁyi. Scme of the events
were very good and thie crowds were very lnteredting to wateh,
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Fyxcert for that we have cone meucefully about our business
and such dieturbances ag thers hava been have been fan enough
away not tc affect us. Te have had over 200 students thie term
including about thirty in a special two year course in nhvsical
education, That is our largest enrolment thus far, and together
with the fact that the fwr°hmah class seems to be unusually good
we teel things are veny encouraging,

Christmas was, as usual a very happy and a very buﬁv Tiﬂ“.
Two weee of special chanel sepvices helped to make ue think
more of the real meaning of the day and to be prepased for ite
message. O(n Saturday evening we had our collete party which
this year tcooxk the fopm of a presentation of Christmas customs
in diffepent countrie Trn this sort of international community
it is fairly eagy £6 ﬂet Informaticn about some cowurt ries at
leagt and we included Cld Brgland, I'rance, Germany and Russia.
Some were more €]Ab00ato +h‘n (Tqmnﬂ, but all ws»e quite enjoy~
sgble and one of the nice tidn-s aboub it was that it included
g€c many people. There must have been ahcut 55 students and
faculty who actually took part in the rlave and a good many
othere who helped in one wav or ancther, A& t the and of the

cvenine we were led ocut dnd around to the cdee of the nond where
Mlersb Toesman was sittifg unders a 1ittle mat sholterp, ma.ing a
lovely tableau of the madnnna. It was very imnreseive as we
all steod thre singing "Silert “icht" and lockiny out across
the pond at the lovely sky with 7enus at hep best just cver the
watear,

1

It algmost seemed as if ws had two “hristmases thie yeap
for Sunday was full of special cervizes and londay of cther
sorts of celebrations. The college and univeprsity cheip sang
selcetions from the Vessiah whioch though far from perfect were
remarkably well done considering the 1anth of time they had to
prepare for them. The college Y.i. sepyioc 1n the evening was
all music, mostly by the zlee club ard that was Vie Ry IR
a differsnt so~t, but perhars of even greater interest in some
ways were the neighborhood Sunday Schcel irnd wemen's meeting in
the afternoon arnd the servants program in the evening. I didn't
have time to atternd eithor, but heard they were very much worth
going to,

We had cur usual i ,“', n Lrv breaxfast with the stu~
dents and richt after A came to the chapel for
a half hour of carol eing ie an ¢l1 Ginlling custom as
1s the singing of the glee th> night, which I especially
love. The rest of the day was Qnoxf in varicus diffserent ways
but all the faculty gathered tegethor for surper and an inform-
al party in the evening, The only flaw in all the Christmas
doinre wae that classes berman again the mfwxvn" after, and one
day of¥ holiday always s~ems rather olim at Christmae.

ihes e e fcrtun"te in having with uc over vhristmas Aiss
Mluriel Leester of Xingsley nall, Londcr. She 1g a very intepestt

and inspiring person ard hsp vw61t helped to mawe the Christmus

7
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scagon mean mo~e to us 4ll. She spci® at most of the gserviases
and alec at an open meeting of the Fellowshin cof Reconciliation
Tuesday night. “he was cne of the crizinal found=re of the F.0.R.
and her pwEPwrt work in the Fast Fnd of Londcn is also very much
worth whiles It wae hard to find time to sce and hea» hepr as
much ag some cf us wanted to in the busy dave she was hepe . but
she was such a very fitting Christmas guest that I think it made
up for that.

I have been int=ecegted to sfe gince my 7aturn how much mcghe
the studetits as a whcle seem to bo inter-sted in theip nglghbors
and how much mors Intelligent and better onganlzed that interact
1s. We are In wnat 1s really a rural community, thoush technic-
ally within the city and the gociology department hags made casge
work in the nféghborhccd and surveye etc. a V@R e ded i niitie gt
of ite work, This seems also to havs arcuesd the intersst of
others g0 that a good many are now taiiing pant in the work. Cne
cr two studeénts or faculty have a family ascicred which they mag
a Speclal effort to get Lo know and I have coprtadnly Pound it a
very interagting erp@eierce to drop in on "my family" now and
then and leaecn more about their problems. And they certainly
have thoem. This particular family is betten cff than many around
ug but I am afraid few of us would think 1ife worth 13 ving 1f we
had to do 1t that way. Out of all this thers hae grown a degire
for a neichborhood housre whiere clube and classes can be h=1d,
gome cimrle handwork tadught to the childran and women and whepe
a bath hcouse and clinicz can be more adecuately housed than at
preasent, It will also have a realing rcom ard a small auditorium
for ledtures, playe ete. One of the seniors whe ie very mud
erithused over 1t has given a very substantial citt to stapt the
fund and they are hoping to raise the pest thie Sihirismas s SR e
hoped that the men of the neighberhood will a0 t-~ibute at leact
cnought work to gilve them scme feeling that it ie partly their
owr. project .

Vagatdon 1€ neaply over and T haye not begun to deo all the
thinrts T hoped to. It is ever th&y but this tig: the abgolutely
cesentlal work has ta«<er. loncop thar I expected so that the odd
jobs are mostly still not touched., I hope I fhall manage to get
this letfer really mailed, at least., I am scrry I can't write
more personal onsg, but heope this wlll g~em bet*er than noenes I
have had you all individually in ry mind as I wrote , and it dees
bring my e£lncere good wishes to you all.

plrcerely,

4 I _;) ey . ey
( A j | \" i i @ a b ()
s WA, AL,




Ginling College
Nankin~, China.
January 31, 1935,

Dear I'riends:-

About 4 year agoc I wrote what I thought was a very poor
letter, but evidently I have still scme friends who would
rather have a poor one than none for they seemed to anpeciate
1t and have made me feel it might be worth while to try acain.
Some of you have even answered tiet one with very nice letters
which I waes very happy to receive. I hope you mey do go again
thi & year. I know it would be nicer to write to each of you a
personal letter, but I also know that 1 won't get time for that.

Some of you have had collese news letters anmd know semething
of our life for the past year. Things have gone on smoothly
and aneventfully, for wnich we are always grateful. Ag a mat-
ter of fact i1t 1le& quite a long time now since we have had any
creat military or political excitement in this recion and we
are getting aquite accustomed to livins at pegce.

Durinz spring vacation last April we crganized a trip to
Tai Shan and Chilfcu. It has been dme twice before and some
of you .urcw c¢f earlier trips. This time over seventy went, most~
ly students, a few alumnae and quite a few faculty. We had a
third class railroad car for cur use durinz the four days of
the trip, but there were too many cf ue to be comofortable in
one car, Je glept on benches, floor and even on baggage racks
and were so crowded that very few g0t much sleep I think., We
left hereearly cne Monday merning and got back Thureday even-
ing so we had tiiree nighte on this car., We took moet of cur
food with ue but got two or three hot meals alonz the way,
Tuesday mornling when we got up our car was at Tai An ¥u the
station for Tal Shan and after a somewhat hasty breakfgst we
ot into our chairs and started up the mountain. It is cne of
the flve sacred mountaine of Chimm and has been = place of wor =
ship for some five thousand years cr so. The emneror usged to
maik® pllgrimages here and Confucius also worcshipped on this
mountat . Besides all these historical agscciations it is very
beautiful and the view from the top is very fine. 4t took us
until about one o'clock to reach the top and then we ate ocur
lunch and had a couple of hours to look arcund 2t the temples
and other places of interest before stapt- g down agein.
That night our car w.s brought bacik two cor t'iree hcurs to the
Chiifou station and the next day we went cut frem there in
"Peking carts" to the village where Confucius was bern and
where hie grave now 1s and the finest Confuclan lewmple in China.
Theee old carts are exactly like the ones Confucius himself rode
In and they ars without doubt the most uncomfortable means of
conveyance I have yet tried. They move slowly, fcrtunately,
so I walked all the way out, but comin~ back it was getting
dark and we dind't want to dedlay them at all or run any risk
of cetting separated, sc we rode, The temple is lovely amd there
a
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are many intercsting relics, more or less renuine and the crave
of Confucius ie tc me very Impressive in 1te simple dicnity,
Thie tive we went to call at the home of the praesent "duike"
of the house of *ung, a boy cf about 14 who is the 72nd or 77th
lineal d=cgcendent of Confucius. We had to wait quite a long
tinme to see him as his tutct was out and the boy is not allowed
to cee visltors alone. Fventually he appeared - a very shy
and rather unhappy looking child and * felt sorry for him.
e had our plecture tuzen with him in the center of the ~roup!
Another night and day on the train brousht us home again, a
gsomewhat tired but hupoy crowd. “t was a very successful
trip and ig very much worth doing'for the expense ig go much
lesgs this way that many students can go who could not possibly
conglder it otherwise.

At commencement time we were given a sood deal of "face™
by haing General Chiang sal-shek himself come to cur Bacca-
leaureate service and maae a sinort tala. e were pleased to
have that recognition and alse very much pleagad at the veny
outspoken way in which he urzed cn the seniors the imprortance
of relizion and especlally o the Christian epirit of service
and sacrifice. It was a brief but stronc messace that left no
deubt ot hig sincenity,

I plannéd to etay here t111 toward the end of July as there
was a 1ot of vopk I wanted to do that I could not take with m
But my plans didn't work cut. Just at commencement time the
weather turned liot and coutinus? to et hottev and hottep until
we broke 81ty year reccrde and it wes 31l I ecould do to endure
living at all. The amunt of work I nct d-one, beyond that which
absclutely had tc¢ be do e was very little and after thres wecks
of unbroxken heat I withdrew tc ~ulinc about the middle of  July.
1t ccoled of f the next dayl But it soon 7ot hot arain and alto-
rether 1t was a frightful summer. 7hile I was here the official
shade temperature was 109.4 one day 2nd 106 on our upstairs
porch, und for days it was over 100. The nisrhts were terrible
too, so it was s pretty bad businesc.

Rulinzg was lovely for vacationers this year because.it

wag such a dry seagcn. All thrcush Central China thepre was
serloug drousght and there isancongidorable famine neow as the

esult, «nd it seemed very queer on Kulinz to plan hikes and
picnices days ahead and fesl sure of rcwd weather, Even on the
mountain there was very little rain and it was quite werm,
though ar enormous relief from the heat of the country below ,
I sang in the bBruhms Requiem which the chorus did this vear
and enjoyed lsanring it very much, It is a glorious piece of
muslec but very difficult so we had to put more time on it than
I expected and I thsrefore had to lzave ctt seme other t hinge
I had intended tc do. I did quite a lot of hiking, Including
my old favoriie trip to South Mountain, which I have not been
physically able to do for mcre than ten years, 8o I f£1t I
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had »eally renewed my youth when I achieved that. It took a

good bit of puffing to get me up the last long null to the
hizhest point c¢n the range on a very het day, but + did get there
and suffored no ill-effecte afterwards, so "there's life in

the old girl yet"

one day at Xuling we had a Ginling party on dprs, Thurston's
perch with about forty people presente alumnae, present and
former students, ctneé or two future students and some faculty.,
It 1s the laprgest auling croup we have had and everyone seemed
to enjoy 1it.,

hen school opened in September we found ourselves decidedly
crewded both in student and faculty residences. The dormitorie s
are full to bursting and we ars sequeezed pretty tight too.
There were 211 students registered which ig our largest group
so far. By next year we must find a way of enlarcing and are
hoping to do it by builfling faculty residences and rellaesing
this house we live in for students., It is planned fer a student
dormitory arnd ie not saSisfactopy for faculty, and those o us
who have lived here "temporarily" for nearly twelve years will
welcome a chance. We don't incw yet just what we shell get

)

instead, but at least it will be different.

At the time of cur usual Founders' Day in November we also
had epeclal dedicaticn exercices for our two new bulldings ~
the lilbrary and the chapel-music building, We moved into them
last epring but didn't officially dedicate them and "open™ them
t11l this fall. We are enjoying them very much . The 1libryl s
especlally nice and really makes one want to study. The exer~
cices all went off nicely, the emnly flaw being a perfectly horrif
day for the public exercises and the concert in the ew ning.
Quite a lot of peeple came in spite of the weather so we didn't
suffer too much, but it certa nly was messy.

Chrlstmas came along too fast for my procracstinating natw e
and found me all unprepared with carde or notes or a letter to
gend as greetinges I managed to cet off a few calendars & and
newe letters but some of ycu were already receiving these from
the colle ge or frcm other peeple here, so I had nothing for you
and didn't get anytking off at all., I thought of you all and
wished you each a merry Chrictimas and g happy new year, but
geve no tangible evidence of such thcught, Please forgive m®
and accept thie as belated proef that I have not rally forgotten
my firneds.

Christmas i1tsslf was a very happy occasion. We had special
services on Sunday that were very nice and then had cun all-colt% -
egé party on Christmas eve. This year a very simple "operetta'
using Christmas songs and carols mostly, was given jointly by
faculty and students and was very enjoyable, Christmas morning
we had breakfast over in the dormiteories with the studente as
we do every Christmas and then followed 1t with g very informd
carol service. Then I went to spend most of the day with some




friends so I had eomething cf 2 famlily atmoephere for 2 part

of the day. In the evening we had some movies here, including
the new one my sister had sent of hor children. One innovatin
this vear which I highly approve of was a holiday the d:y after
Christmas. We have had cnly one day for several years and it
15 no funat all %o begin work agaln at 7:45 6he marning after
Christmas.

We had a three day hdliday at New “ear as that is an offi~
cial covernmentnholidgy and then a brief spubt of work and finnl
exame. Now we are having our long vacation between seme sters.
It is a longer one than usual €o nearlynevery one has gone awg
and the nlace seeme quite deserted. I had to stay by met of
the time on account of scme scniors who are workdng on their
theses and need me now and then, and I don't seem to feel in
the moa to 7o to all the bether of going anywhere far a
short trip. ©So I think I shall stay right heve, but I mdeing
varioug nice things such as: walks both short and lomg in-
cluding a trip to see the old stone lions which date from tk
Liang dynasty abcut 530 A.D, a delichtful week~end with a
friend here in Nanking, cne movie "Mrs, Wigrss of the Cabbag
Patch"!! and have sgeveral cther thinze of a similar nature in
prospect.

I tning I wrote last year about the increasingntheresgt the
studente are chowlng in neighborhcod social ‘work. The money
for a sort of nieghborhood house was raised and the housge built
during the summer, so it is now being used for all kinds of
clubs, for Sunday services, for reading room etce The sociaole
ogy department uses it somewhat as a laboratory, but there 1g al-c
quite a lot of »nurely velunteer work done and we hope it will d~
to have a real place in the life of our community, which i1s
actud ly rural in character thoush technically in the city.
They are hoping scon to rasie more money and complete the plan
by building a2 health center, bath houce etc,

The civernment seems to have pretty well cleared out the
communiste In Kiangei and I think tley : = really trying to
put throush a constructive program of prural reconstruction in
that area, which 1s the only way they can hold it permanently
and bring it back to anythins like a prosperous condition. Here
theya 6 doing a lct of goed work in roads, nublic health
etcs and Nanking has changed so fast thatwe c¢can hardly believe
what we ees., Buree, movies, foreizn tea rooms and restaurants,
all zinde of new sotries and cuantities of foreign stvle
houses, mostly very ugly, are amen; the meet obvious things,
It makes me feel as if I had lived a centruty cv two',

Thie touches the high spotes that come to my mind as I
think cver the paet year, The day by day living is very much t»
the same as alwaye, and while for the most part it is avery
happy life, there 1sn't a great deal to say about it ip a
letter, Thils does darry real persoanl messages t® each of you
in spite of 1lte form, and I hope will inspire you to reespsnd
In some way which will tell me about your affairs,

dith all good wishes to

you all, Sindewsly/

i




Ginling College
Nenzing, China.
January 28, 1l9%76.

De r Frienas:-

int r vacatiin i+ h-ie w«na thoiefore the time for my an-
nual letter - hich rcally means to be & semi=annuel, but his not o«
ar achilevecd th: t,

Firet I will try to give an account of mysell in thr yeur the
has passed since my last gencral lett r. Last spring was not es-
pecially cventful ~nd I caon't seem to rememb:r anything that seems
worth writing wbout aftor this intcerval. During, th early cspring
in particular we ver: all cuite inter . sted in the excavating that
was going on abodut @s in connection with some of the new road
buildi.g. Nanking is in & pirfect fever of road building and many
of the ne™ roads have involved an enorm-us amount of cuiting through
hidls. 1In one nlace nst frr from us they cut avay cuite a »)rtion
of & Nl L1 ol v denth of som-thing like 70 feet - nll cone by men
with picks and shovels and little beskots they carriod off and
dumped into the ponds and velleys they were filling in. In that pai
ticulaer spot they uncovered ouite a number of rather intercsting
old bite of bronze and pottery and it ot to be ouite a game to valk
over theic and see h.t you could buy. At firsct they ware very chear
and then as the “orkmen began to sce that for come unkno>n reason
foreignire ce cmed to vant the:c things, even " hen broken, 51 duall-
ly the prices rose until they were trying to hold some of their
treacurcs for outlandich prices. But we got cuitc a numb:r of in-
teresting things .nd I am the proud posseser of & vese about 150
high, rather course stoneware uich is probably mor  than & thoug-
end yecre old! I also colicct'a o.ite 2 1t of broken bits wihich
still clutter my room and the attic, since 1 don't =:ven -now enough
about them to decide vhich oncs ar. vorth keeping, much less to '
claessify them drooerly.  Nothing very interostin. secms to be turn-
ine up this y:&r, nnd Ihave not lonrned enough to make ur o ORI ok
I hve so my hobby is resting for the presant, but miLht revive
&¢ 1n if it had any encouragcment,

I left here the end of the first week in July ana v .nt to
Shanghhi. I have never droamed Of spending 2 summ r thoie, but
“hen I vag there in April, working a day or t-o in the library of
the Lestor Ingtitute of Meaical Rescarch I h.d the bright iaca of
asking " hether I CDJld’”Ork th'ic for a month or o in the summer,
They wer. very cordialand heving found a feiend or t+o to Jjoin me
eand a free - partment to live in I decided to do it., I svwent ncavily

a month the e orkine » rt or the time in the 1libr:ir,; anc then do-
ing a little explor~tory laborstory work on . problem I thught I
might want to g> n ~ith l.t~r  ith some Of my studente. The conss
tacts erc very -osrth ~hile snd the ork iteelf “rs also a heln

to me in a numb-r of “a,8, thu,h I have not y t uced it directly.
The only drewback was th: hit “vea*her ~nd by the enda of July I felt
I hed hac = plenty of both ho't snd TORE BN garly 1f Atgdet I Was
glad to escape to the grondest vacation spot you en imagine.,
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Qriginelly . thou.ht we shoule h ve othii comn ny, but as it
finally workec out X-thleen Bonc ane I leflt Changhri «d ne for a
resl Aacventure. e spent a nipht in Hangchow ana then the next morn-
ing toox a bus through 1 wely country 1or about threc hours and a
haif and then took chairs for a cimilar tength of ‘tdme U & bheau-
tiful mount..in road t> an ola Buddhist Won..stery about ¢500 feet up.
“reohte written : head thet e anted to stey thore <o they were ex-
pecting us thouch th: lett:p telling the exact day ot our arrival
did not arriv. until aft:r *¢ rcaeched th ro. ‘e learned latnr that
this was so sccluded @ rctreat that meil from “hanghei might trke
anyvh re from two days to nsarly t+> werks. They evidently saved
it up til. they h'd cnough to make the Journey worth vhile. e
were rec.ived with a2 most cordial welcome :nc settled our: ~lves in
on: of their gue:t courts for the most absolutely ruetful t+o veeks
I can ever romember. e rere the only foreigners ana the only women
for miles ana “ore tre ted like r.yal guests. They assigned one
servant to look after us anc he m e o ull tiuse Job of it. He
brought us &ll our f.o¢ and hot "a.er 2.Cey STEDt Our rooms, :lept
Just across the hall from us so he ¢ u.d look after us ni, hts as
well &s days .na then went vith us on @1l our walxs ana dcted ac
both guide and carrier. He "¢ a very nice man for tun:iely, sincé
e wics Tol berour covuet nt companion ana h: cert.i.: ytook goow caie
of us. The abbot was most frendly end came to cail on us at lenst
once a dye_:nd scome. to enjoy us as much «- v= ciu hi . It was
very tontalizing to be unible to talk with him as we waated to dos,

I could uncerstina only a small part of what he s .id and could say
still less in return so e missed a lot of hit vo.ld h' ve been a mog:
interust.ng series of conversati ns, I am sure, If I evir go back
thore as I hone to do someti e I ant to h ve sosmeone mith me whose
Chinese is good enouvh to talk ~ith him more for he seeme. a very
able and interesting man. The firsct pirt of the time ve vere there

I ma¢ not very well and it rained rnd we both —erc tired, so we sat
or lay on our cot: on the little balcony outsice our room :nd rcad
aloud, ccwed or knitted, or rrot~ letters. Then hen weathor one k=o..
health p rmitted we hoc some glorious malks, including one to the top
point in themountzin, about +500 ft up I think. The véer from thoro
m&.. marvelous and oll the scenery gvCryrh ire we went vas beautiful -
bamnoo and cryntomeria, som: of th latter very old and very large,
an excuicite matcr frlls right ncar the temple @nd many other

signts I still love to rccall. The fooa was o1l vegeti.rian ond

6f coursc Chinese, but ther +as a surprising amount of veriety and
it wrs veury nicely flavored so th.t “e continuce t enjoy it right
to_the ena. "¢ gu nlemented some vith things we hec brought, fruit
mils tnd cof.ce ote. but could h.v. got on very “cal with less than
we took. Noxt tiwe I go I wan*t to £y longer.

Ginling o_encd in Sceptember ith 8 re.o.c enrollment- ecidec-
ly mo: than we hive gormitory space L[or as a metter of F ct, but
apparéently a poriod of overcrowain_ is She only offcctive argument
for procuring moncy for dgrmitqries. "¢ hhve 288 in the college
of hom about 15 cre in & s_ccilh 2 yeecr coursc¢ in Physical Educatim.
Usually e aro) & little the seéond term, but it looks as if we
should ot do so this ti e as therc are moce applications for trens-
fere than is usual in the midale of the year, due to disturbed con-
ditions in the north. Schools th.r. h.ve loct cuite 4 1ot of time
on account of stuaent strikes in protest against the "autonomy!"
movement ancd th:rc h,eg been much unrcst evcryrher e, Some schools
in Nanking have lost a little time put we h.ve sAfif .req wluost neaa,
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ur stuucents heve kept their honds and stayed at work though there
h vo bren times "hen feelings w: ¢ p ¢ ty much stirred . nd they
werc eertoinly not abie to give their full attenti.n to their studi
They er~ not in th. mooa for fcestivities, so moet of that part of
Ciristmzs was omitted, but we h ¢ the usual services and th. play
~hich help us to feel the meaning of th. day. Dr. "1 is wonder-
ful in her abil.ty to sgec ahead «nd meet the ¢ 1sis before it urisc
and in guiding the students so that there justifiable feclangs finu
some constructive outlet., It h.s been & hara time for her, but

her vork h ¢ heloea cnormously.

It de Hare s Cobkmoss hor' 0 wrpidve about. thg political anas inters-
notdonal situatisn 14 gencrel,. It is very distressing and onc
cannot but huve : good deal .f sympathy 1ith th: students, especlal:
in the nenth, hoy feel it theiv ousy to protest and thy to force
their gdavermment to rosist. They don'i knov what they arc asking
end I oam ~froid many of them vould 0 be ready to pay tn:ir share
of the eost of such setion 4f 4t were possille, but still they are
partly right. Un to 2 porint I presumm their agit-tions mey streng-
then the governmeont ¢ bit, in that they prove thet therc iz publie
opinion ngainst thc "eutonomous" movements. But “hen theoy interrunt
tral e 2nd cause s rious policing problems,; br.ok un schools, ctc.
thon they become onc wmore source of vorry to o govornm nt th t al-
rcady has .0 thon cnough. I hope the long vicetin 2nid the in-
tervicws th .t Ganer:l Chiang hi.s given to dudent ronrcsentatives
vill < uiet them and that wecademic ~ork can go on noyraslly ncxt terp.
But ~hat lice ahcaa no e cin &.¢, except that the fund-mental
problems heve ccotainly not been solved.

Ginling had_a "big birthday" s the CTince. say, this year.
The 20th anniv.rasyy was celebr: tca =ith gruat cnthusissm and we
rere espeelally gl:d to hive such a large numb.r .U Jalumnac back.
I supnose it de notupal thet the older ones most appruci: te such
& birthd.y zna it scomed especinlly fitting that four of the five
rho pradunted in the first elass, vere herc to celebrotec with us.
The other one 1s 41l and coula not pOssibly come. It wig also the
occasion ror the celebration of .r¢. Thurston's 60th birthdry. The
birthday was in May but this ti ¢ was chosen since therce ruld be so
many alumnac hor @ thit could not hove cove dn May. That wrs a very
happy time and the slumnroe ~nd fsculty pres.ntec o funa to the col-
ege for schol retin: 50 Be glven in her name, All e have any
1l pliiel o b al B g g bl oge peohds 9f hed bigtory and e all
look forware toy still better thin ¢ in the future.

I am enjoyins my otk very much, Chemigtry 16 duite popular
vhess diyey so 1 am hiving Larger and tnercfors more interesting
elagses thaw I Useo to dos Also ali Jur sopdops have to write o
thosie 25 a prrt »f their graduatim recvuirement (na that means that
with my ¢eniory majors eanch yuar I hav. & chance #t individual work
on simple resecrch problems. It ile difficu.t to gsuorrvicre this
adeauat:ly, cspcedally whon tiie 1s go .Limited, but Lt is very in-
teroeting., Stldents arc bt piebared dn sciencs nor th t. thoy .lise
T hetsy T ci Ny morer ath vhem 1n collesntcs AL Brucl At @ Hove
21 chemistry majors in the three upper classcs, though some of the
sophionores vill probably not see it throygh, judging from pr.sent
inddcationg.,
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Nankin, e o pupder plies s cdinl. 7 1hon v Ulc imic.ine,; snd
muehsmot E8 oSt htne s wEed. o hal im 4y il Gutywe The womants club
s quit. an active int wn:tdonnld prpenization, “ith aif 'r.nt sae-
Tlows loiln swne e Al e IS it s polon o ket o de s S g yeer 1 am ettend-
ing the focial fervice Se tin, the Drimatics {cetim nad the ‘fusic
cectiom wnd there arvc £idl others I shouwe lik. to Join il I hacd time
These with oceasinal coneerte, chorus peligapcals, cie, ofte. mean th
a good meny evenin,s arc taken, and somo of the root hrv. t5 bz used
for work, so I fiad very little time for readin, and leticr o i gy
But I suppos: that problem is cven vorse in americs th n hiras co
I probaply cannot gt much sympothy from Wby IR

I h.ve »rittcn ~hat I intonded to be & supplcement t . this let-
t=zr for tic pcople ~hy have been in Nanking, but no~ tht I recd it
over I think I —ill include it for you all. Those of Yoy =hol lhave
n>t been here will not underst nd all »>f the roforences to places
but pcrhaps it vill give a little picture o>f “hat Nonking is like.
If it doesn't inter st you, skip it Some >f y.1 h'v. been gone
only a fov months and —ill alrecady know most of tuis, but even for
you thirc arc some new thin.s. I think <o often Lf paeple ho used
to be her, especinlly ~hen I dy some of the thin ¢ th.t are s£o dif-
ferent from the »ic days, and 1 “oulo Tdke to try ta give you a
little pictur. of thec ne Nenking.

Firet roads: Good ne motor roads full of buscs and toxis and
private cers-Y*Earriu; $ still exdst but arc rare, rickshas still
common) many of " ich 1oaas mu traveling much simpl.r :nd shorten
our distances gr:..tly. For cxample a .ne dollar taxi fare willl
now take five or six »f us to .ling Deh by & new road that cuts a-
cross on & diagonal, in sowmehere petveen five ana ten minutcs=
nearer five I should think. Z3ven ¢ rirxsha cen do it in loss than 15,
The othecr end of the s me road t kes us to HsiaK-on ithout going
up pest th. Univercsity end the Drum Loman e e ne e ol filne
stotim asily in 15 minutes. Saturday I was at the Thomson's and we
took a car domn to Fu Dz Miao to seec the Nov Yonr festivities and
the gorgeosus paper lantorns on snle. "e parkad Whe e I cuite
2 while and valked arosund through the lentern m rket, borusht several
and stayed as long as "¢ —anted to stey and vere bi.ck home just an
hour from the time ve started. But there's morc to say ohout roads
for e live in a network of unfinished ones, “hideh “ore cut last
summer and then 1.ft —ithout furth:r tr atment. They hove been a
s~a 0oi mud most of the time so e have not always folt imrressed
~ith tht advantages »f progress when e =antea to £y in s e of the
directions vhich these ne™ roads will eventuclly t-ke us. Also one
of the new and still unfinishe¢ ones cut a £00d sized slice off our
aorth borcer, teking most of Minnie's garden anc tie P rsimmon or-
chard and the hill on vhich the building stood “‘hich come ot you
know as the buildin; superintendents residence, :ome of yu vould
call the practicc school dormitory and mo.c recent génerations would
knov &s the infirmary. Anyway it is gone, pu.led aown last vcek
and the ground on ~hich it stood heg alrecady been groded cown sevef-
al fiet. The whole section to the north of us ~hich is to be the Rmxr
fourth rcsiaential district h.s been graded over so thi.t all the top
soll and trees wher: thore were any, havc bien rcmoved., This g es
clear over to the first residential cistrict aglreacy built up and thac
nice graéve of trees on the hill just this side >f thot district is
entircly ;one. That scems such o pity, but I am comforted to see
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Thet theyve g ies maty e e L R E Lo ol o el e Sl s one Nevia il lout
are leavil i rolline hille, only siicin, enough t meke usable build-~
ine lLove, The Little ol poad th € ¥®M uscd o 2o pant Jup gete and
up the hill ali ng Jur north borasr, nar enas abru:tly in ¢ smooth
graded hillsdide, :nd gli the thtl@ houtce ond the littlie »ld temple
etec., ar. gone.Very woron I suppose buildin, will bosin cne bofore long
we s ana Ll e S a s Sitan el v Cunhl£1,0 resldene: alstriet right on the edge
of Usyand eV nien Wit prally wae s paitiolus A vean aeee  lerptunst
Ly e denom ssened ieny of the poowlo who' are to lLive over hore and
know we ghall hav. nice ncighbore, but we voule rath.r hove them a
bittle Purther aiay,

Besidag roddsl v have sovepnid movics, incluain. o vath ¢iod
talkie ecuipment fne ¢ Are gettin. guite a 1ot of pood pictures.
SomUsDEEonE e el e S fans S S S e e S e s R e e
Lavicd Capp rficld, One N.ght ol Love, Naughty lapictta, Rwivabe
“orlds, idcupmer Nichtts Pr am. I am not much o> 2 movie fen so
I ean anly tollsaoisa o the 't interrsted me Ul It sives v 1 some
idce of sur onportunitics in th.t line. For eomv ol you old timerc
I mi et @y that ont of thes s movie theators 1 within © o or thifoe
minutes v L of our Trecbyts rinn Hubugair compound and I :lvayy feel
like Rin v o dinkle ~hen I £o from one to the other. We also hrve
seversl g i toa Pl reatiurrnte and brkerdes (forcisn) the lateut
gaciibion v oohde Lo bedne o Klgsseling bremeh, 9 thit offure more
fraye of & cncilug Gousy Aif yoa h ve it tH spend, and ehoeolstiig and P
pastrdes wte, are n. lomgclr o tioat from Shangsnei. Emall depcrtment
stdrae NV miny e mhaes of tdin s taen formerly, wo tn\t there
ARERNOL S Sy S AT SRS S e by Catine el for noves There s a
Gzecho=flovagian «ihe | ors R g o Veta )l ndee Flotdst shopshy
guive & fov automobidc o bos roome (Chicn T huve not pitsoneliy pa-
tronised) #nd cozen. o stlir kinas of business thi b - ould have been
unthinkobic in Nenking ton yorre «,0.  7c can go to "uhu by bus or
trc in ia :bout three hours, Hengehoyw by bus din cbout 8 hours and
o> mény other nluices by bus mgtor (it you h ve tne motot or the
cash to ront one). ‘[he biet Ane e thane el no 6 ke apont 5 1/2
hours anG th.r ar. scsoind clfss sleeperse on the night train.

Out &t Fnirit Villey they hve developed ¢ demoricl Cometary
for rev Lutionary hubusss ¢ pirt 8 vhieh v s nl'nn @ oy s R by .
He rostored the old ?L.Lmlmsx hall? and it is viry ¢>v<ly He haist 7 dic
built &« rndsome no. oca cnd o very lovely sort i )ri-l he Ll in
good Chinuvee style. /4 Little up snd back of th 216 to mnle, which
LE etill o rey un T Yen Kaitts womb waieh iy wory Lavely,  Thope
ig & little gem of AWL)mlll he Ely w0 small Chinvee iopden :nd the tomb
iteelf which 1 very ‘1q>L Hne 1n‘“ ssive. They huve br ught dovn
0ld marbics and brong ¢ from Poiping and also miae ner »es in simi-
lap style and the hols thin, ds = Joy £y c¢e because it is ner snd
well kent and still h s the beruty 2f the old Chines:: art and archi-
tecture. I gect varllled cveny Uims 1 go sl theye nd [ wdsi I could
take you «1l to sco it.

The € ntrol Hospit 1 run by the government is a fing big institu-
tisn Goin: exXccllont ~ork and the Netional Health Administrotisn justl
behland 1t x®® is ¢ viylng on variosus kinds »>f rusearch and nlso mekin:
mat -rials lor public hoe:slth education ete. They are gettin. well
st-rtid Hu city clinics and a child hislth progrom, have ~ide sprcad




vuccination compaisnes ind ‘v also beginaing rural —ork in centers
outside Nanking. The h ~1lth dep: rtment is certainly m Ling grcet
strides nd th enthusiasm of their ~orkers is finc to sce,

"ell I em sure there is much more that might be raid and probal.
ly you arc all full of cuestions by this time, but I ern't go n £x.
forevor, and this lettcr has alrcady over-run th' five pages I
thought of as a mizimum., ¢ ar Livin:g in a wery differ .nt caty
that of a very fu  yerre ago, in fact the changes just since lest
Jear arc amazing. It is hirda t: kcep up with it and it makes one
a bit dizzy at times. Tholi: are &sme iE yies ol o s'e S hile ol ol e
eipners in prrticulnr wiss soms of the flavor o the old Nanking
and yet - neéaply alll JF these changes, von thosc thiat arce not in them-
selves importont, or perhsns even @sirable, are natural accompain-
ments of the fundamental improvement.. thet anyone who realls Loves
China can only rejoice t> cee. I think ther can hardly be a more
inter-sting city inthe =olrd t» .live in than Janking 21 the present
time, and I am not above admitting that I rather enjoy Knowing these
various modern "conwcniences" sre avaliable evo.n tnough [ don't use
them very often. . alk dovn the sidewvalkd of Chung { hin Rd. =nd
a stopfat the Ruse Marie or the Astor for tea s nlmo:t r.s giod as
a trip to Shanghai and very much cheaper, I do thei: thinis very
little, but get cuite &« kick out &f it when I do. At present e s
have lots of lovely unchanged country «nd plenty of intcresting
unchanged city, so ~¢ h've most o>f the advantages >f both ths old an
the new. This is an all too inadeauate account of Nenking anc the
oSnly way you can r:ally understsnd it is to come and see for your
selves.

I have cpprecisted so much the letters some of you h ve vwritten
in answer to mine of a ye-r o,0. I didn't feel VieryE eure it i
worth doing until I begen t> get such nice rcplies and then I de-
cided it surely is. I wish I could write to each »f you, but I nev.r
could st-.nd the brreasm of re'riting things so many times, even if
I hed the time, :nd this is really much more personal th n you might
think, for as I have benn Titing >ne af'ter snoth r of you hns come
into my mind and I hve felt I was wirdtding to you. I like writing
it soon after Chricstmes for thnen it scems like a chance to ans er the
many greetings and note. and letters that came then.

I am keeping very ¢ll :nd am surs thet no ne ~ho his known
+‘

me only in rccent yo:iw can fing it cagy to believe I was ever
anythin; but husky. I hope this also finds you vell end happy.

With my love and bost wishes to you, sne and el

Sinecrely,
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EXCERPTS ! LETTERS FROM GINLING COLLEGE [ 1ltops et

I. Letter from Miss Ruth M.Chester, January £8, 1936

"During the early spring in particular we were all quite interested in the
excavating that was going on about us in connection with some of the new road
building. Nanking is in a perfect fever of road building and many of the new
roads have involved an enormous amount of cutting through hills. In one place
not far from us they cut away quite a nortion of 2 hill to a depth of something
like 70 feet - all done by men with picks and shovels und little buskets they
carried off and dumped into the ponds and valleys they were filling in. In
that particular spot they uncovered quite 2 number of rather interesting old
bits of bronze and pottery und it got to be quite a game to welk over there und
sae what you could buy. At first they were very cheap and then as the workmen
began to see that for some unknown reason foreigners secmed to want these
things, even when broken, graduzlly the prices rose wntil they were trying to
hold some of their treacurcs for outlandish.prices. But we got cuite 2 number
of interesting things and I am thc proud possessor of o vase sbout 15" high,

ather course stoneware which is probably more than & thousand years old.

"Ginling opened in September with a record enrollient - decidedly more
than we have dormitory spaice for as = matier of fact, but apparently =2 period
of overcrowding is the only cifective argument for nrocuring mcney for dormi-
tories. Ve have 238 in the college of whom about fifteen are in a special two
year course in Ph?gfanl Education. Usually we drop 2 little in the second
term, but it looks as if we should not do wo this time as there are more appli-
cations for trunsfers than is usual in the middle of the vear, due to disturbed
conditioss in the north. Schools there have lost guite « lot of time on cccount
of student strikes in protest cgainst the 'avtonomy' wovement and there has been
much unrest cveryvhore. Some schoolsin Nunking have lost ¢ little time but we
have suffered almost none.... Dr. Yu is wonderful in her ability to sce aheud
and meet the crisis before it arises »nd in guiding the students so that there
justifiable feelings find some constructive outlet.

"It is hard to know how to write sbout the politiczl and international sit-
uation in general. It is very distressing znd onec cannot but huave s good deal
of sympathy with the students, cspecially in the north, vho fcel it their duty
to protest snd try to force their government to resist. They cdon't know what
they are asking und L am afraid many of them would not be ready to pay their
share of the cost of such action if it werc pogsible, but still they are partly
right. Up to a point I presume their agitations miy strengthen tne government
a bit, - in that they prove thut there is nublic opinion sgalnst the 'autono-
mour' moveumcnts. But when they interrupt traffic and cause serious policing
problems, bresuk up schools, etc. then they become one more source of worry to «
government that alresdy has more thn cnough. I hope the long vucation and the
interviews that Gener:l Chiang has given to student representatives will quiet
them and that wcademic work can go on norm-lly nevt term. But what lies ahead
no one can seg, except that the fundrmentsl problemg have certainly not been
solved.

"Ginling had 2 'big birthday' s the Chinese say, this veur. The twentieth
anniversary was celebrated with great enthusicsm .nd wve were especially zlad to
have such = large number of .lumte bauck. I supnosc it is notursl that the
older ones most spprecitted such o birthday and it scened especdally fitting
that four of the five vho groduated in the first elass vere herc to celebrate
wiith us. he othcr one 1s ill :nd could not possibly come. It vus nlso the
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occasion for the celbration of mps. Thurston's sixtieth birthdoy. The birthday
wis ln finy but this time was chosen since there would be so mony alumnae hers
that could not have come In oy, That was 2 very happy time ancd the alumnae and
faculty presented n fund 4o the college for schol: rshing, to be given in her name.
All who hnve =ny intercst in Ginling moy &vll be proud of her history and we all
look forwsrd to still better things in the futur

"I am enjoying my work very much. Chemistry is quite popular these duys, so
I am huving larger ond thﬁft;orb more in‘teresting classes than I used to do.
Algo =11 our seniors have to write o thesis /s o p:xt of their groduntion re-
Quirement anc th~t meins thot with my senior najors ench yeor I have o chance 2t
individual work on sinmple resesrch nroblems. It is difficult to supervise this
adequitely, cspeciilly when time is 5o limited, but it ig very interesting.
Students nre better prepired in science now theon ther used to be so we can do
more vith them in college. At pruuenu I huve twenty-one chemlstry nejors in the
three upper clusses, though some of the wopimores will arobably not see it
throuzh, judging from present indicationg.

2
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"I would liks to give you « little picture of the new Nanking. First,
Ronds: Good nev motor roade full of buses nnd taxis ~nd private cars (carriages
still exist but are rure, ricksh:s still common) many of which roads muke trovel-
ing much siapler :nd shorten our dist:nces greatly. For example i one dollar
taxi Tare will now tuke five or six of us to Ming Deh by 2 new rond that cuts
seross on o dl onil, in somevhere betwesn five and ten minutes - nesrer five I
should think. Even - rickshn con do it in less thon fifteen. The nther end of
the same rond tukes ug to Ksin Kwan without going up past the University and the
Drum Tower, so we c¢on get to the stition engily in fiftzen minutes. Saturday I
vas at the Thomson's ~nd we took u cnr down to Fu Dz Mizo to see the New Yeor
Testivities ~nd the rorﬁﬁuus prper lanterns on sale. Vie parked the car for quite
n vhile and valked aroun? through the lantern mrrket s bought several and stayed
28 Long s we wunted to scy and were buck home just un hour frcem the time we de-

wrtec.  But there's more to suy tbout ronds for we live in a network of unfinished
unes, vhich vere cut lost swwaer wnd then loft vithout further treotuent. They
hove been 2 gen of nmud most of the time so ve heve not clwoys felt impressed with
the ndvantage of progress vhen ve wanted o go in some of the directions which
these now rowls will eventuilly t-ke us. ilso onc of the new wnd still unfinished
ones cut 2 guod sized @‘ine off our north border, taking nﬂ"t of innie's garden
ancd the persimion crchord and the hill on which the building stood which some of
you know s Thc MULIleg superintendent's regldence, some of you would czll the
prrctice school dormitory, ~nd more recent gencr-tione would knov g the infirnary.
Anyvey 1t 1s gone, pulle® dovn lost weok -2 the grotind on vhich it stood hus
already been graded dowm severul feet. The vhole scetion to the north of us
vhich 1s to be the fourth residential district hog been grided over so that all
the ton suil 2ad trecs, whore there were ony, have been renoved. This goes clear

lidenticl digtrict u;-r“fy built up and that nice grove of

)

over to the first resi
trees on the hill just this side of the vtrict 1s entirely sone. That seems
suchh o« oity, but I am comforte! to ges tl they nre not, appurently, g.ing to
level it all to one level, but are leaving rolling hills, only grading cnough to
make usable building lots. The little old row”® that used to go pust our gute
and up the hill ~long sur north border, now ends sbruptly in o smooth gruded
hillside, 'md 211l the little houses and the little old temple, etc, are gone.
Very soon 1 suppose building will begin and before long we shzll find a fairly
congested residence district right on the edge of uu, wmd even what reclly was

a part of us 2 year ago. PFortunstely we kuow o goos many of the people who are
to live over there o«nd know we shall have nice neighbors, but we would rather
hove them o little frrther avoy.




"Besides roads we have several movies, including two with good talkie equip-
ment and we are getting quite 4 lot of good pictures. Some of the ones that
have been here in the last few munths zre 'David Copperfield,' 'One Night of
Love,' 'Nuughty Mariettaz,! 'Private Worlds,' nnd 'Midsummer Night's Dream.'"
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