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GINLING COLLEGE

NANKING, CHINA

April 23, 1929,

My dear Miss Bender:-

I am enclosing copies of the orders which I am sending to chemical and appara-
tus companies for nexit year. As you will see by the letters attached to the
orders I have told them to send the bills direct to you, instead of sending them
out here as Mrs, Thurston said that was the best way to doe The physies is
largely permanent equipment, which demands a big increase as there are twelve
or thirteen students electing it for next year and we have had only two this
year and they have had to omit many experiments that they ought to have done.

The order for chemicals and the one for ehemical apparatus is mostly a restock- '
ing of things used up and is pretty well covered by the laboratory fees and the
breakage bills,

I was very much pleased to receive your letter some time ago and thank you for
meking such good apologies for my negligence in writing.

Mother has been here over a month now and asyou can imagine I am very very
happy at having her here. We are to have a house a t Kuling this summer and I
know we shall, have a delightful time. She has also made herself a very usefiil
member of the family, doing some of the things that nome of the rest of us
ever get time to do,

If I am to get this letter into the next mail as I feel I ought to do, I shall
have to stop now and leave it very short and uminteresting, but this whole order
has already been delayed much too long and I want to gsend this in the same mail
with it 8o that you will not be receiving bills before you know what they are for.

Very sincerely yours,

Rutd Ty 6 fali




Hovenber 10, 1920

{0 Hembers of the Ginling Jollege Uommitiee:

Hies ziu{t}fgugg}ggggﬁ wer appointed to Ginling vollege 1o the

e e AR ARSI e

gunmer of 1917 on & three year coantrast. dhe roturned to amerioca this

gummer. The board of Jontrol ian Januayy 19Ev

Voted: That iiss Chester We granted furlough selery and in-
vited to return to Ginling 2t the end of her furlough.
‘his wotion casme up for coneideration at the meeting of the Ginling
College Committee uotoLer 16th, but us iiss Chester weke at the meeting,

it wug deferred.

Miss todge and I are taking t. e liberty o f submitting for ad

5
interim sotion, the following ragommendstion:

Jhat 8ix months home sllowace be grunted liss Jhester,
wi th the understandiang trat ihis &llowalioe be extended over
the full furlough periocd, if she returns to Ginling &t the
expiration of her Iwurlough; th&at an invitation to return be
considered and moted upon at the next meeting of the Gln-
1ling College vommittee.

he latter part of the recommendation (relsting to the iavi-
tation to return cayxries with it uo implication of doubt, bLul

gerted oun the principle that ad lnterim setion should not be

exceyl when necessary. High testimonianle have beun received

Chester's work, &nd it would seom to be & distinot loss to the college

i{ she should not return.

T

i will refer to the/faat that at tns_w"‘;‘iiw of our vommittee,
3 i

Jstober 16th, it was voted 40 grant ;?,iggﬂéi-"“ﬁfdia Jjrown home s&llowsance 10w

gix months. HMiss Srown sefvei tiree yeurs, and s she expects to be

msrried, will not return/pe Ginling.
An early vofe on Whe regommendation regarding xiss Chester ia

regque sted.
sincerely,

e _7 LA { I tf[‘ J “«_{,\ """’A’/f"
4]

wegretary




January 4, 1921

Miss Ruth Chester
415 Jest 115th 5t.
llew *ork City.

Deur Miss Chester:

: At the meeting of our Ginling College Committee
on December 1%th it was "Voted to extend tu Miss Chester, cordial
invitation to return to the college at the expiration of her fur-
lough."

This is, as you know, ratifying the adtion of the Board
of Control but it earries with it &n earnest desire on the part of
the Ginling College Committee for your return to the college. All
that we have heard has been in highest commendstion of the work
which you did in your department, and we feel that it will mean much
to the college for you to continue that service. Our understanding
ig that the work which you are doing here in New York ig preparatory
to further service in Ciniing, but we wish you to have this formel
request from our Committee for your returi. It will make us happy
to know that your decision hos been definitely made to tuke up your
work again in Nanking.

With best wishes for the New Year,

Sincerely yours,




January 12, 1921.

My dear Miss Chester:-

Your letter of January 8th has brouzht we genuine
pleasure andl I am sure it will be a gratification to all of the
Ginling College Committee that you have definitely decided to
return to uinling. In saying this I am not unmindful of the
cacrifice on your mother's part that is involved in this decision.
1 myself have been & missionary and have too left my mother to gg
to the 7ield. I do not think any mother was ever more:devoted 0
her ohildren than thie mother of mine, nor-that any made greater
gacrifices. I am sure, howevor, thal che would testify that there
were joys and compensations thet would not have come to her if
she hed withheld willing asquiescence in what we believed to be
the Father's purpose. I do not mimimize your mother's sacrifice,
but I am eure that her spirit of devotion to the cause of Christ
will place her in harmony with your decision and that she will
have joy in your service at the same time that she is conscious
of the personal loss that comes to her. I am glad that she
sould spend some time with you in Ginling, for her intimate
knowledye of the home and the work there will make you wcem less
far from her. Please rememoer me kindly to her and give her
my understanding sympathy and my appreciation of her devotion
ss well as yourself. By

S.ncerely yours,




Kuling, April 24th, 1924

Dear Mrs. Thurston:

I have kept Miss Chester in bed ever since

she came to Kuling, and her temperature has now heen opractically
normal for about ten deys. I am giving her a plenty of novels to
read, and sm trying to persuade her to forget that there is sueh

g word as "work." It remaing to be seen how fest she will regain
her strength, after she begins %o get up and go around, but if she
improves at the ordinary rate I don't see why she should not ex-
pect to take up work again in the fall. Of course she should go
at it rather carefully at first. I consider that she is doing re-

markebly well now, and this makes me hope that by fall her strength
will be about up to normal.

With kind regards,
Yours most sincerely,

(signed) W. H. Venable
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Degember 10, 1924

Mies Ruth Chesterx
64 West 92nd 3t.
New Yorwk Clty

‘Dear Miss Thester:

I have just received your lettor of December 8th
and am writing to eay that I am exceedingly sorry thst there is no
progpeat cf your returuing to Chinsg next summer. I am, however, not
surprised, for I have felt sure that the doctor would want you to
give ample time for recovery. dhile it is & great disappointment to
" you and to us, I feel thut it is better to be gareful than to risk
your future. I um sure I voice the feeling of the Committee when I
say that we all ara eagerly desirous for your return. Your work in
the Chemistry Department has been s0 gplendid thet it would be &
blow to the Qollege if you should not raturn. I appreciste the fine
gpirit which you show in saying thet you would rather resign than
have the work of the college crippleid. Of course I cannot speuk of-
ficially, but I do not think the Jomaittes will feel that there is -
any reason why you should resign i this time., e expsct 1o have our
Anausl Meeting in January, when the matter will be taken up.

I hope that even in this cold weather in lew York you &re
gaining in strength and that the time spent &t Saranac will prove to
be very benoficiel.l am sorry not to have sean you but I myself have
not been well for some time. I have had & hospital experience of two
weeks just recently. I eshall certainly try to see you before you go
to Baranac. £ '

With love, :

Sincerely yours,




february 20, 1985

Hiss Ruth vhester
Trudesau Saaitarium
Jrudesaun

Lssex County, H. Y.

Desr iiss Shester:

At tvhe meetinz of the Ginling College (omulttee

held Jenuary 83rd, it was voted to approve the reccmmendation of the
Board of Qontrol that you be given full travel home snd at least six
monthe furlough allawance. The yuastica of salary beyond thut time
woa ralerred to the rinunmoe Comuittes, which has not yet taken action.
1 understund that the salery in the minds ¢f the membors of the Beard
of Control was the J900..per yeer basis, which is §756. a month. 1 aom
agiing ir. Carter tu send you thres moaths selary. Will you kindly
drop him &« line and let him kaow to what dato you were paid fleld sal-
ary 80 that he will know from whut date your furlough allovange be-
ginet You may alresdy have gent him this information with your
trovel agoount. IL so, it is nol necossary to write him sguin.

I ealled up your family & few days ago and was delighted
to hear of the eanccuraging vrogress which you are msking. It makes
us all very hopeful, Hies lee, Of our Hission in Japan, wrote me
that she had seen you at the Sanitarium and I understand that your
ginter visited you. I hope that you are not finding the waiting
period very hard.

Vaery sincercly yours,




FRED H. HEISE, M. D, TRUDEAU SANATORIUM SANATORIUM AFPLICANTS ARE EXAMINED
RESIDENT PHYSICIAN SARANAC LAKE IN THE MEDICAL BUILDING OF

N. Y. THE SANATORIUM

MONDAYS AND THURSDAYS
AT 2 P. M,
POST OFFICE, TRUDEAU, N. Y.

April 16, 1925.

Miss IIlizabeth R. Bender, Secretary,
Ginling College Committee,

156 Fifth .Lvenue,

New York, lN.Y.

My dear Miss Bender:

In answering your letter of April 13th would say that
at the time of lliss Chester's admission to the Sanatorium we found that
she had definite tuberculosis in the upper half of the right lung. She
has not had any toxic symptoms since being here. At the time of sdmis-
sion her sputum contained tubercle bacilli but the last two examinations

were negative.

We have advised liss Chester to remain at the Sanatorium
for a period of six months, which will expire the early part of August.
She could probably spend another month or six weeks in a mountainous region
somewhere so as not to return to the city before falle

I do not think it would be very wise for liiss Chester to go
back to China until at least a year has expired since her first becoming
ill with tuberculosis, and then only if at that time examinations show her
progress has been thoroughly satisfactorye

Very truly yours,

— B
- )

/ ‘/,/',"’{’//,/ ,j,/, <
Resident Physician.

FHH/RSC




- 160 Pifth Avenue
Hew York City
April 13, 19256

Miss Ruth Chester
Trudeau
Saranace Iake, . Y.

Deur Miss Chester:

1 thiuk you kaow thuat ths recommendation of the
Bourd oi vontrol was that you be given furlough salary for six
months, «nd thaut the guestion ol continusnee of salary after that
period wus referred to the Ginling College Comnittee. 1t wus on
cur Docket at the meeting in Junuary but was among the things that
there was not time to consider, and was referred to the I'inunce
Committiee. we have recently had u meeting and have taken aetion
“approviag oi continuiang your sulary for ancther six months, which
will bring it to the end of the year. :

at the meeting to which I have referred, 1 wus requested
to write you mukiiyg dngulry s to your condition and probublilities
tuor the future. 4+ have becn delighted to hear from your mother that
you have improved gruutly wud am enticipating an encouraging report

from you. 1 should like (o xuow Jjuet how you feel physicually, what
your uaderstaanding is ol your presont condition and what probubil-
-jties are [or the future. 2DThere is no great hugte so 1 shall be
glad to hear from you at your conveilience.

7e have been glud to have Mrs. Thurston with us in Hew
k fur it is & groubt help to huve her within reach, she went home
spend Hustor with her family but will probably come to the city
euin to finish tho work that she is doing in trying to find candi-
lates and secure money Lor the curreant expenses of the college.

With all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,




April 13, 1925

Dr. Helse
Trudeau
saranzc lake, N. Y.

My dear Dr. Heise:

I huve baon requested by our Ginling College Com-
mittee to make inguiry of you goncerning HMisgs DRuth Chester, who has
peen ot Trudesu Lor & few monthe. #¥e should like to know what her
present coadition is and her orospecte for the future e fuar &g nor-
mal health ie concerned.

4e should aleo he glad to have gour judgment on the ques-
tion ol her return to China in the near future or &l u letter date.
ginling Codilege, as you know, ie loceted &t senking. 1t becoules very
Lot in the summer but our WOrkers &re nsually uble to go Lo & gooler
pluce for twe oTr three months. I am under the impression that- there
is not very much enow or ice during the winter but that -there 18 &
ohill in the air thut makes it seem very cold. Lur Cinling buildiogse
sre steam hested. Lhe luboratory in which liise cheeter epeands & greut
1eal of her time is, I thiank, like +he ueual chemistry luborutory in
this country. Undor ordinary sircumstances wo expect & wourker tO re-
maia in Ohina for & period of five. yeure. gunner vacuwtione sre prac-
tieally three moaths long.

je shull groatly appreciste it if you will give us & frang
stutemeat of your opinion ia regard to liiss Chester and the future.

Very truly jours,




April 18, LAYED

Dr. Pred H. lioisse
Aprudeau 3wl tariun
sarauac LEkKe, . L.
¥y dear Dr. Haeise:
1 am writing to ackunowlsdge your letter ol April
cagsrding Miss Ruth Cnenter,and Lo lhouk you for your repord.
/@ are vary gruterul Lor the splendld recover, that ise

Onester has mwde while ot Qfrudeau and uppreslate your intercet in

her. e snhall foilow your supgestion snd see thut careful exumins-

tione sre mede before we plan to huve her return to China.

Very truly yours,




A./// (/, v AL, l,-(-d' (=
THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS

/
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. A.
4
156 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK

May 11, 1925,

MEMORANDUM Rg: Miss Ruth Chester.

FrRoOM

To

Dr, Dodd

Migs Margaret . Hodge.

Dear Miss Hodge:

I should of course be glad to see Miss Ruth Chester

RENT PR 3,

when she comes down from Saranac, and try toc guide her for

a further careful general examination, with a view to a
sound decision abcut her plans. Your letter will help

greatly tc furnish a background for her problem.

vincerely,
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July 9, 1985,

Miss Ruth Chester,
64 West 92nd 8¢t.,
New York City.

My dear lMiss Chester:

We had a meeting of the Ginling College
Committee on June 19th amd at that time your letter of
May 25th was presentecd. The Committee greatly appreciates
your thoughtfulness ard gonerosity in relinquishing your
galary beginning with the month of May. We consented to
it on your assurance that you were comfortably provided
for during the coming months. We hope that by the time
the summey is over and you have had a good rest, that
you will be in condition for work and that just the right
place will be found. We want you to be assured of our
interest both personally and as a committee.

I am sure that you are enjoying beauti-
ful Leke George and I hope that it will bring you a full
measure of health. .

Very sincerely yours,




w& M ﬂm

DR.JAMES ALEXANDER MILLER
DR. EDWARD PERCY EGLEE
379 PARK AVENUE

NEW YORK Decenver 23, 1920

Dr. E.N.Dodd,
156 Fifth Avenue,
New York City.

Dear Dr. Dodd:

I saw Lilss Chester on November 30. She hzd
been working about four hours a day and felt very well. On
physical exanination I found gosolutely no aonormal physical
signe nor did the fluoroscopic x-ray exanination reveal anything.
It seems as though the slight lesion waich she had had
practically entirely cleared up.

I told her I tnou bt she could go on full-t.me work.
As far as going to China is concerred,l think that 1s just e ques-
tion of tne comparative kind of life she would lead. I velieve 1if
ehe wants to keep well siae ou at TO be where hner life can pe
controlled by a reasonable scrnedule and wnere sae would not ve
under the teaptation or necessity of doilng a yreat wany tnings
that would oe physically unwise for ner. In other words,she
ought to avoid all strain for the next two or three years and
if she does so, ouunt to keep perfectly well. My experience is
that in tae missionary work this never occurs. he demand is so
great that if a person feels well he goes anecad and does all he
can and a little more too. She tells me her position is a
1ittle different frow tois and her time and activities coula
pe as carefully regulaited as uney could oe in this country. oShe
also teils me very frankly that her moiner is very strenuously
opposed to her going back to China but that her own heart 1s set
on it.

I did not give her any definite advice one way or another
but simply explained tu her the situstlion 4s I bave outlinea 1t
200Ve . I think she will have to make ner own decision, or per=
naps the College people will make 17T for her.

Very sincerely yours,
= \




CABLE ADDRESS: ‘‘INCULCATE NEW YORK"' TELEPHONE WATKINS 8191

THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. A.

156 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT
E. M. DODD, M.D.

Dec. 28, 1925.

Miss Elizabeth R. Bemder,
Ginling College Office,
150 Fifth Ave.,

New York City.

My dear Miss Bender:

The enclosed report for Mis st
ecame in from Dr. James Alexamder Miller Just be-
fore we closed for Christmas.

The question evidently turns on whe-
ther her work can be positively regulated and
kept within bounds. Dr. Miller is evidently
very dubious as to the possibility of this,
though he finds her in decidedly improved con-
dition, as you 868.

I should be glad to talk this over,
if you wish. At present I do not feel like
adding to Dr. Miller's advice in any positive
way one way or the other.

Sincerely,

ST R
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