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American Church Migsion
95 Shulin Kai, Kumming
September 24, 1544,
Dear lirs. Bouligny: Treasurer of Woman's Auxiliary of W.C.)
I promised Bishop Chen that I would write to thank you end all the members
of the Ne Caroline loman's Auxiliary for your generous help in providing an educational
fund for Grace, the Bishop's oldest daughser. Iie has already recelved two smounts
from you, the first of US{475.39 and the second of US$103.,70, DBishop Chen is deeply
apprrecistive of your help, and I know he would write to you himself if he were not so
pressed with administretive duties and short of help in his office.

Crace is a Sophomore this yeer in Ginling College, Chengtu. Since my arrival
in Kunming two months ago, I have been hearing from her right regularly, as I am much
closer to her and communications are soc much bhetter from here than from larlin,

During the summer vecation she felt rather homesick and took on three jobs so that
she wouldn't have time to think too much about her family. ©She worked part time as
treasurer during the summer term of High School, part time in the college library,

~

end spent about two hours every afternoon doing sometyping in the Depte. of Sociologye
She is taking a pre-medical course and she will be wvery busy this term, as
she is taking several science courses with laboratory periods every afternoon. She
is an excellent student and hopes to 2o to the best medical school in China and also
to study in the States some day. She is a fine Christian girl, too, with ideels of
true Christian service. There are many now, Christian students in the collepge, of
course, and soon after her entrance (irace vrote tha't she could be like "the light
and the salt". I sm sure she would be a zood influence wherever she is,

"

I also want to thank you on behalf Iies Laura Clerk for your help to
Grace Chen., She was very fond of Grace and was so anxious that she should have a
cood educations Just before she left ? for Shanghai, she sent me some funds
to be used for Crace's travelins expenses to Chengtu. She also wrote saying that

she had hoped to appeal to the Woman's Auxiliary for essistence in Grace's educational

funde It was this letter that emboldened me to write to her sister, lirs. Gordon,
though I did so with a pgreat deal of hesitation, as I lknow how many appeals you must
cet during these difficult dayse I wasn't prepared for such a generous response, and
I do thank you with all my heart., I have tried recently to send a message to Laura
Clark throurh the International Red Cross in Shanghai, and I put a work in that abcut
your helping Grace as I knew it would make her very happye. I hope that she will re-
ceive the message, The lest word I had from her two months opo was that she was gete
ting along all right, keeping cheerful as usuals May peace come soon to this poor
suffering world so that she and others may be released and enjoy the freedom thet
rightly belongs to them,

With deep appreciation and all good wishes,
Very sincerely yours,
o o] " o}
(Signed) Louise lagpdalene
Sister Ce Te




Jan, 2nd 145
Ginling College
Chengtu China

Wirg., Peoples:

It is a great honor to me that I can have the chance to kunow you and to
write you on the recommendation of Sister Louise., I am deeply grateful to you
and other friends of the North Carolina Women's Auziliary for all your kindness,

Having heard from Sister Louise that you would Like to know something
about my recent life here, I am going to tell you a little concerning my course
of study and also some of my activities in the college. I have been in Ginling
already a year end a half. The president of our college is Dr. Wu Vi-fang who
is  very famous in China and knowm by many Americanse. This colliege is originally
in Nanking, the capital of China, before the war. There are more than three
hundred girls in our college; most of them came here as refugees from their
lovely homes which are in the occupied China now. I love this college because
of her tamily-like college life snd so do the other girls, According to my
interest and ambition, I take pre-medical as my major here., If there will be no
war, I shall enter the Peking lMediceal Union College as soon as I finish ny
pre-med course in Ginling, since FP.U.llsCe will not be reopened until the war is
over, Nobody can know definitely when the war will be ended., Besides. to enter
PelUslleCoe the only way I can possible choose is to study medicine in America, but
it is perfectly impossible in the war time tcos T can't really know what I shall
do if' there is no medical college for me to enter. Perhaps T shall be forced to
change my mejor in Ginling and graduate as a Biology major first. In any rate,

I shall try my best.

Out of classes I spend most of my time for eollege activities, especially
the religcious activity. Being the representative ol our college to the Christian
Union here, I am quite busy with lolts of things to do., Now we are going to work
on a plan for the Spring Conference in this Winter Vacation time. Instvead of
being a worker for the Sunday School last year, I became a member of the morning
choir in our campus this year, The choir which I take part is the best one in
Chengtue. Every Sundeay morning we are responsible for the music of the service

in the Union Church; sometimes we would co out to sing songs for our friends of
American air force here, The consolation of music make them more cheerful,
Bdsides these activities, I em also in charge of our college consumer's cooperu-
tion this term, This Christmas we raised a subscription of eleven thousands
dollars for our brave soldiers in the front as a Christmaz gift for them., Isatt
wonderful? Of course I am very busy with lots of these activities, but I like

to work and being a little more busier, This is the only happiness of living.

If there is any other thing you want me to tell you, please let me know, Thanks}

Here I am sending you with my picture which was teken only a week ago,
It isn't an ideal one but I want you to know what do I look Likees If wo can meet
some day, then you can easily recognize me without any questions.

A Christmas and New Year Greetings to you, I am

Sincerely yours,

Grace Chen




95 Shu Lin Kai, Humming
January 9, 19405

Dear lirs. Peoples,

I have delayed answering your good letter, which ceame just before
Christmas, in order to send you the enclosed letter and picture, which ar-
rived only this afternoon. I asked Grace to write to you, sending the letter
to me, as I thought it might need s me explanation and I also wanted to save
her paying the postage on it.

I think her letter is clear except for the second i'rom the last sentence
on the first page. Whet she means is that if the Peking Union Medical Collepe
has not reopened by the time she iinishes her pre-medical course, her only
other hope or chnoice would be to study medicine in America; but she is afreid
that, too, would not be possible during the war. There are other medical
colleges in Chengtu, but none with as hipgh standards as PeUelleCe T have ad=
vised her to consult her Dean of Studies, and I hope that she will continue
her course at Ginling., By the time she has finished i1t, perhaps P.U.ll.C,
will have reopened.

You will be glad to hear that Grace wen first prize in November in an
oratorical contest held among ten colleges and universities in Chengtu, She
has evidently inherited this gift from her iatvher and mother who are both ex=-
cellent speakers,

I sent your letter on to Bishop Chen, and T hope it will reach him some
day. Ordinary communications between Kumming and llaolin are rather badly dis=-
rupsed, but I was able to send your letter along with some others across the
lines by air through a friends Bishop Chen is so busy end has so little help
in his office thet you may not hear from him for sometinme, but I lmow he
deeply appreciates the help which the N.C. Woman's Auxilicry is giving him.

We are being urged to leave China, and since my furlough is already
a year overdue, I plen to go home in the springes If I should happen to go to
your part of the country sometime, I hope I shall have the pleasure of meeting

youe Iy home address is Bethany Home, Glendale, Ohio

With all pood wishes to you for the new year and again meny thanks to

vou end all the membersof the Woman's Auxiliary for your continued interest
in Grace,

Sincerely yours,

lMagdalene, SeCeTe




WOLIAN®'S AUXILIARY TO THE NATIONAL COUNCIL
DIOCESE OF NORTH CAROLINA

Mrs. Es Go Peoples, Iresident
Oxford, N. C.

lrs. Co s Cheatham, Secretary
:—‘:.I“. [ ] 3

Qxford N @,

Oxford, Ne Co
I'ebe 12, 1945
Dear lirs, IMllss

You asked me to let you know more about the Wiomen's Auxiliery interest in
Grace Chens, It is a rather long story, but I shall teke pleasure in telling it., For
several years we in the Diocese of Nor+th Carolina have had an item in our budget for
United China Relief., Beceuse of this, the Christmas cards sold for this purpose
were sent to me., They were very beautiful and I bought them for two years, my interest
in China growing all the time., Then in the Tall of 1943, T attended the Genersl Con=-
vention of our Church, and had the privilege of hearing and seeing Dr. Wu. Also, there
in Cleveland, we heard Dr. Newton Chienge By this time, our interest was aching to do

P —

somethings Not long after I got home I had a letter from Mrs. W. J. Gordon of 7
telling me of Grace Chen's need which she had learned of threugh Sister Louise, as the
enclosed letter explains. Here was our opportunity, but how to proceed I did not know.
e operate on a budget - the year was nearly over - I was then a new president (In the
first year of my term or three). Ve had had several special a:peals and I didnt't like
to make another. I wrote Mrs, Gordon that I'd make the appeal at each of our nine

fell District leetings and request that the offering be for this cause. This vas done,
Also at these same meetings we had reports from the ‘eneral Convention telling of Dr.
Wu's address on Christians end Viorld Order, and of Dr, Chiang's appealing story., Our
vemen were touched, and long after the mectings, the money continued to come in until
the grand total of !579,09 was reached, and we were all so anazed and thankful, This
was sent to Ginling in 1544 and I suppose is the amount to which you refer and for
which Sister Louise is thanlcing us. Then last fall, when we had our LExecutive Board
meeting, we felt we wanted to help Grace straicht through college, and it was then

we put $200,00 a vear in our budget for her for as long as she needs it. I wrote %o
Sister Louise to try to find out whether this was enough to ensure that she could stay
in college, also to ask her to have Grace write us, as we felt we really wented to
know her. Last week I received the answer from Sister Louise end sletter from Crace.,
In both they spoke as if there were no doubt of her continuing, but if you could help
me Find out whether this is really enough, I'd appreciate it. With money of so little
velue in China, I'm afraid this is very inadequate and they hate to say so. We have

& balance on hand from 1944 whiech we expect to assign in April, and if Crace needs
anything at all, we'd like to know it. We want her to feel perfectly free to develop
without being worried at all about; firances,

I think I'1l send you all the letters and ask you to please send them bacl
as the recent ones haven't even been made known to our Auxiliary yvete

=3

Of course, the World Day of Prayer was also one of the main contributing causes
to our interest in Cinling and China,

This is too long a letter, but I waited until T had time to tell you the whole

story,
Very sincerely,
Leah C, leoples
(Mrs, E. G. I'eoples)




Ginling College
150 Fifth /venue
New York 11, N.Y.
Miss Elsie Priest February 20, 1945
Ginling College
Chengtu, Szechwan, China

Dear liss Priest:

For reasons revealed in the enclosed correspondence, money has been raised for
Bishop Robin Chen's daughter by the North Carolina Diocese of Episcopal Women, Up to the
fall of 1944, $579,09 had been sent out to Chine, and we are assuming that this is the
NC$24,000 that was received through Miss Lemberton sometime in the first six months of 1944,

Because Dr. Wu was expecting a contribution from the New Jersey Episcopal women,
end did not know anything ebout a gift from the North Carolina women, she thought that this
$24,000 NoC, was from the New Jersey women, She had chosen two Episcopal girls to share the
benefits of the New Jersey gift, which is a Memorial Fund in honor of Bishop Roberts' sister.
Therefore, when the $24,000 arrived, not specifically designated for Grace Chen, Dr. Wu
divided it between the two girls she had chosen, viz., Grace Chen, daughter of Bishop Chen,
and Shen Sung-wei, daughter of Bishop Shen Tz-kaos

As far as we can find out from this side, the above is the situation. If it
corresponds with the facts as you know them on the field, it becomes clear that an adjuste-
ment in favor of CGrace Chen 1is duee

Any funds that come through the Episcopal Treasurer in China, lir. Arthur Allen,
as en "BEdith Roberts Memorial Fund" are really intended for scholarshipe This is the money
contributed by the women of the New Jersey Diocese in honor of Bishop Roberts! sister, and
they raised it as & scholarship fund for en Episcopal girl at Ginlings As I have said above,
Miss Shen Sung-wei is one of the girls chosen to receive this scholarship aide The adjust-
ment to Crace Chen could be teken from this fund, because Shen Sung-wei has received a part
of the North Caroline money which was intended entirely for Grace Chen, The New Jersey
money, originally allocated to the two ;irls, can be used entirely for liss Shen, since
M ss Chen is now provided for, -

I realize that before you receive this, you mey have had ell these facts, but I
am sending this information to you in order to get the whole matter clear,

Cordially yours,

CR¥yel Mrse W Plumer ltills

Enclosures: Copy of letter from Mrs. Peoples to lrs. liills, dated Feb. 12, 1945
Copy of letter from Sister Louise llagdalene to lirs. Bouligny (Treas. of Woman's
Auxiliary of North Carolina), dated Sept. 24, 1944,




February 20, 1945

Mrs, Arthwr M., Sherman
281 Fourth ~venuo
New York 10, N.Y.

L

Dear iirs. Sherman:

Enclosed I am sending you & copy of the material ebout Grace
Chen which came 4o me from lrs. 1eoples. I greatly appreciate her writing
me so Pully ebout their interest in ¥iss Chen, and I an indeed happy to

o,

Imow that she is so well talen care of,

o
L=

From this correspondence it seems clear to me thet the 1C{24,000,
vhich has been paid through Mics Lemberton to Ginling, was really the gift

from the North Carolina Diocese and intended for Grace Chene Dre liu was

expecting funds from the New Jersey Diocese, which she planned to share be-
twoen Grece Chen end Shen Sungewei, and so she divided this amount between
these two girls. It would therefore seem that an adjustment should be mede

in fevor of Grace Chen, end this cen be arranged throu h the treasurer's
office,

Since the North Carolina Diocese is caring for Grace Chen so
ately, it seems to me that Bishop Shen's daughter would Le the logical
benefit from the New Jerscy Memorial Fund to lMiss Roberts., I have
"ard from Dr. ¥u that she has received anything from this fund through

ppl treasurer in China, I suppose, however, thet it hes been
as lir. Allen receives it. Since it was not specifically
"Scholership Fund", it may be that Dr. Wu hes not used it

his, of course, will have to be strairhtened out with her.

)

I have not written to the New Jersey women as I hed no definite
formetion abo“t the girl that they were welplnr. It would have been a
to get them interested in Grace Chen only to find thet she is being
p;orucu by another proups I am now writing to them and telling them ull
no v*froa Dre Wu's letters about Bishop Shen's daughter, as I on assuning
she will be the beneficiary of their pift,
I am enclosing a copy of the summery of the whole situation
whidh T am sending to Miss Priest, the Treasurer in China.,

Cordially yours,

Encl osures Mrs, Woe Plumer Mills




February

Deor Mrs., Peoples

I sreatly ¢
the co :-:uwction b 1:\-4(:@11
Qaroling Diocecse,.
neededs I am "1.. ppy indecd to know thet this fine girl
'L‘l’.(: werm interest ol your group be 1 her, assuring |
he moans Lo

You asl: whether the ”’.S.? 200,00 a year that
wer will be sufficients It is very (;.‘.:.-.’:
¢ econonic si'-.;uamwn changes so rapid

one time said that £200 was La,ro.,im'bc‘]” \“'at

I therefore

a1

for Miss Chen when _j-if{?'-‘.’!_

I am returning the letters you sent me, Thenik you for
sharing them with mes I have taken ihe liberty of hawving the
picture cop L8 We like to have on file the photographs of
as nany Ginling girls as possibles When the photographer returns
your pi ; nd 1t to you,

Cordielly yours,

lirse We Plumer Iiills
CS yg()f
Enclosuress Return of
I ss Chen! bter of Jene. £, 1946
Sicter Louis ettor of Sept. 24, 1844
8i ster uo..i:e'- letter of Jan. 9, 1 045
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GINLING COLLEGE

NANKING CHINA

£AMER
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT February 20, _‘947

Isaac Starr, M.D.

Dean, College of Medlcine
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Dear Dr. Starr:

It gives me pleacure to recommend to you Mlss Chen-I
(Grace I. Chen) who is applying for admission to your
College of Medicine in the fall of 1947,

Miss Chen will be graduated from Ginling College next
June with a major in Biology. When she first entered the
College, she planned to take a pre-medical course in pre-
paration for entrance at Peking Union ledlcal College,
lHowever, as the war continued to prevent the re-opening of
that College, Miss Chen decided to complete her College
course first, She is still definitely interested in going
into Medlicine and wishes to come to Ameriea for her training.

Miss Chen has maintsalned a high standing in the class, and
has been very active in student affairs. She has won several
prizes in oratorical contests., Durlgg the past year, she was
the chairman of the student self-government association--iou
Sun Twan. Recently, she was one of the student delegates at
the preparatory meeting for the All-Asias Student Conference
which 1s to be held next August, and she was chosen to be the
leader of the group.

Miss Chen has a good command of the English languoge and *s
capable of taking up medical courses taught in Engiish. Iler
background and experience make her aware of the need for well-
trained personnel in the medical field in China. 1 feel certain
that she will contribute valuabie service in thies field if che
is given the opportunity to take her training in Amerlca. We
shall be very grateful, therefore, if you find 1t possible to
give her application favorable consideration.

Very sincerely yours,

Yi-fang Wu
YFW:hp President, Ginling College




February 25, 1947

MISS CHEN-I (Grace Chen)

Although Miss Chen-I (MissGrace Chen) has one more semester to complete at
Ginling College before she will be a Ginling alumna, she has already shown that she

will measure up to the high standard already set by that outstanding group of Chinese
woTmen

Miss Chen is the daughter of Bishop Robin Chen (now in America) of the
American Church Mission, and lirs. Chen, a graduate of St. Hilda's School in Wucheang,
Her elder brother, a graduate of Tsing Hwa University, is employed in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. One sister is a freshmen at Ginling College, another, a student at
the Ginling College practice school, and the third attends a Christien primeary school
in Nenkinge

Miss Chen entered Ginling College four years ago, after completing one year
of middle school at MeTyeire School in Shanghal and one year at St. James' School, An=-
hwei, Wuhue Her qualities of leadership were immediately recognized by her fellow
students at Ginling College. She was elected president of her freshman class. During
her sophomore year, she was chairmen of the student cooperative store. When she was
a junior, she was chairman of the Student Welfare Gommittee. Now, a senior, she is
chairmen of the Hou Sun Twan, the student-self-government organization. Through this
organization, dormitory rules are adopted and enforced, athletic competitions arranged,
and cultural and social service activities orgenized. One of their projects is a night
school fbr servants on the campus, with classes in reeding and writing Chinese, arith-
metic, hygiene and recreation. Wiss Chen has been awarded several scholarships, one
from Wilson College, and one from the American Church Mission.

As chairman of the Hou Sun Twen, Miss Chen was chosen as a member of a dele-
zation of Chinese students who recently attendéd a preparatory conference of Asiatic
students in New Delhi, India. Miss Chen was away from the campus 33 days. The dele-
retion traveled by plane between Shanghai and Calcutta, and by train from Calcutta to
New Delhi. During their stay in India, they visited many famous places - the Tej
Mahal, Ghendi's home, Tegore's School, Lady Irwin College, and other educational in-
stitutionse

The purpose of the meeting was to lay plans for the orgenization of the
my,

Ksia Student Union which will hold its first meeting in New Delhi in August. The
preparatory meeting was called by the All India Student Congress.

Miss Chen was the only women member of the Chinese student delegation,
and, likewise,the only woman student at the conference. Others in the Chinese dele-
gation were Liang Chen-chang, Central University, Nanking; Sun Chi-shih, Fu-Ten
University, Shanghai; Chueng Shu-jen, Chung Shan University, Canten; Ttziao Kwen,
Szechuan University; Chan Kuan, of the San Min Chu I Youth Corps, who acted as in-
terpreter for the party, end Miss Li Man-kwel, former professor of Ginling Bdlleze,
the adviser. Also at the conference were one delegate from Iran, one from Arabia,
one from Rast Africa,two from Malaya, two from Indonesia, five from India. Miss Chen
was chosen the leader of the Chinese delegation.

Prominent speskers at the conference were Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,who gave
the opening address, Ambessador and Mrs. Asalfeni, Mr. Kriplani, president of the
People's Congress in India, and Mrs. Neidu, an Indian poet.

Miss Chen said the purpose of the organization is to promote the general
welfare end cultural development of Asiatic students, to increase their educational
opportunities through the exchange of scholarships, and to strengthen the friendship
and cooperation between student groups in Asia. Three sub-committees were appointed
to draft a constitution, to formulete a statement of the aims and scope of the or-

cenizavion, end to draw up a progran to be carried out during the preparatory period.
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When asked what impressed her most about the conference, Miss Chen said,
#The interest of Indian students in politicel affairs, especially in Indian inde=-
pendences" "Do you think the organization will be an effective one?" I asked.
"If it remeins a student organization, free from political infliuence, I think it will
help w promote friendship and understending, " she replied.

Miss Chen was chosen as chairman of the preparatory committee for the opening
meeting in August. Two sub-committees - & fact-finding committee and a committee on
credentials - are at work on membership tor the conference. Miss Chen is hoping toge
to America to study medicine next year, and may not be abléto attend the meeting.
Nevertheless, she is busy with pians for getting her committee startea on its work.

Ten delegates are to be chosen from China to attend the meeting, and Miss Chen hopes

8 satisfactory method of selecting them will be found so that they mey represent dif-
ferent areas of China, different sexes, and different religious and educational groups.
Her committee also plans to recommend to the Sa lin Chu I Youth Corps a plan for
exchange scholarships, to promote orgenizations of students in China to study Asiatic
student affairs, and to print a periodical through which the Chinese Students' Movement
may become more effective and China better known in other countries of Asia.

When asked why she chose to come to Ginling College, Miss Chen said, "There
gre three reasons. First, because Dr. #Wu is the president, and all students in China
admire her as a leader. Secondly, because I like the home-like atmosphere of a
Christian college. Thirdly, because, in China, a woman has a better opportunity to
develop her interests in a woman's college. In co-educational colleges, most of the
opportunities go to the men studentse”

Judging by her achievements, Miss Chen has proved her pointe

Helen Plaum







GINLING COLLEGE
P Chengtu, China
Y
THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT Miss Gwan-lin Chen has been a regular student at
Ginling College for two years, from the fall of 1943 to the summer of 194§,
a part of her last term's work being incomplete because of illness. She
was majoring in English Literature and her record followss

Weeks  Periods
Dates Course Titles a year a week Credits Gracdes

83
92
81
86
65
86
75
76
82
75
856
€6

1943-44 TFreshman Chinese 36
Freshmen English, 2nd half 18
Sophomore Composition for Eng. Majors 18
Principles of Economics 36
Ethics 18
General Chinese History 36
General Mathematics 36
Subfreshman Physics 18
Subfreshman Chemistry 18
Singing and Fundementals of Music 18
Military Nursing 18
FPhysicel Education 36

B OO OB RN WK W
NMOOOCWOAMDOEUWEO®

History of English Litereture 18
First Year French 36
Logic 36
Survey of Philosophy I 18
Sophomore Composition for Eng.Majors,II 18
Physical Educaticn 36
Shorthand 18
Introduction to English Pcetry 18
Junicr English Composition 18
Bhilosophy Survey, II 18

(o]

73
73
72
70
77
77
83
Innomplete
Incomplete
Incomplete

[V AV &3

O,

6
8
4
3
3 3
4 Q
2
0
0
0

(o]

A total of 3 credits was deducted because of overcuts

Grades are on the percentage basis with 60% as the passing grade,
To graduate a student must have a totsl averege of at least 70%e

(signed) Sheo Bao Fu-nien

© 0400000000000 00000000006s000

(signed) Ruth M, Chester

PO ve0ee v 00006000000

Registrar,

Dean of Studies,

Date......J8nuary 30, 1946

'l.‘l...’......'...".




TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

This is to certify that Miss Chen Gwang-lin studied at

Ginling College from 1943 +to 1945, She majored in English

and did good work. We had every reason to think her advanced
work would be much better than average, and were sorry that
circumstances necessitated her withdrawel before she hed

finished her sophomore year,

(Signed) IFlorence A. Kirk

Florence A, Kirk
(Head of the Department of
English, Ginling College)

Chengtu, China
February 8, 1946
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chet I have known Miss lary C. C. Che si'r‘xcrf- 1934,
rg==1938«1944~-1in Chenctu, it was DY 1V 1: ce to
h-:-r; she, as organist, r;nd iy as en
ﬁt of those vrars., During this time, I pave :y, ‘ i,:mlc-
in organ,

* graduation from Cinling Collese, HMlss Chen has boen d eply
0d in many forms of social work, She organized o".z'nf"ia*y‘
and training classes for the te:nchers, and young pe
oups in the chureh and in the Tmiversity of Nank in In
took Important responsihilitie ‘ ‘
was the actine dean of we
ing English he Uni

brot?

advisor to countless students She hag done uct 2 Wwork in the
Ye s Co Ae, and has been chairme f the Cinling unlle":" Aluninae
for a numrber of vears, Fer 1nteorest and oy practlcal aid is
laczing In any food cause,

N B
4]

lss Chen wishes to have the opportunity to study social  ork
ghe wmav continue with work for childre 0 and in personal
I ¥now of no one whose vears of faithis mvice
carly ecarned for her it :E;lf"-.?' be pranted--a period of

§ ent, She has rare charmn, N incerity,
faith G a8 { i and an capacit ¥ arc for psople
and to bring al:cut understand m ik H 'ficult situation A0 0p=-
vortunity for her to study will certalnly count high in personal
service

nleasure to rocommend for
ise Co Ce Chen for a scholarship to

oK
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Mary Chen (G.C. '23)

Mary Chen has done a splonlid ploco of work in connaotion with a
refugee school on this ocam of West China Union Univorsity. GShe has
done this=nas an axtra- in addition to # 1l-tire teashing dn the staff of
the University of Nenking. YVarious %ines she has  beppred to bs released from
the arduous wokr involved in her supervision of this Middle Sochool, but %here
never scemed to he anyone elss available, snd even now they wish her to continue
in the oaracity of Finance Min er, 23 1% were, of the instiSution fo Ye ree-
the nctual administarion will leave her very ruch freer Lhen before.
by, when trangslated from Lthe Chinese, ig rather
formidable: "The lMiddle School for “he Children of the Faculty of the University
of Nenking." Howover, sinse thore are not sunposad to be Niddle sochools on

Ty

.

University campus, it is officially known as "Har-tise Classes for Refuress

3

Studernts." Ag such it is recornized by the Ninfstry of Educetion,
Ot wes in 1941, Because of tle frequent bombinps in Chenctu rost Middle
Seghools had moved out into the countrys .loseHniversity of Nenking ferilies

found that they vould not send their children away beoesue of the hirh cost of

trensportations Some had not sutficient bedding to let the children ro. Two

b

families often anployed one teacher, e tutor, but the result was thet not sll

subjeots were teught. A few fanilies made 4 e sngrestion that this svsten

®

ought 40 be senlarred so thet severnl ramilies ekt cooperate and have their

children taruth torether. This was decided upone

Then the problem boran. Where could the toachine bo done? Ref'uree farilies

Al 4

had one or two rooms at most. The group pou persigsion to use the olagssroons
of the University of lanking when ropuler university classes were not using them.

At other times, verandahs and living rooms were presged into ugea. Wro would be

THE CHIEYR ADMINISTRATOR? The committoe doing the planning asked lary Chen if

53 ': A gl A 4 I F 5 3 e A
she would headup tle work. She refused, for she was not interested in adninistration,
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and already was doing full time Fnrlish teaching in the University of Nanking.

MWy, 0t

felt, after soveral refusals, that she hed to acoept, for they would not take "No

for an answer. Who would do the tea:hinp for the six years Of Middle School trey decided

to organize? The teachers rust be the pmrents therselves, penarally the fethers who
wore alresdy doing full=-time work at the liniversity of Nerkinp; the wothers were more
end more involved with household duties, for pries were soering, and servants could
not bhe afforded.

M

So the new venture bogan. It did not ro too well. The new tenchers were often
letie, because they hed first to see Lo their uriversity resvonsibilities., The students
hed to do & pood deal of %travelling around, and this lost Eime, and brought up prohlems
of diecipline. It had been esrreed that the pasrents be responsible for clagses, but not
for discipline after the classes, but these were normal boys and girls, and Lhey lobter=-
ed at times. There came protests: flowers were picked, birds stoned! sery said she
used to say in reply,"How do you know they are our children?" The snswer care, "They
look like it." The children using classroors at the University rust not disturb the
Officers and toachers near byl lery said that when classes were let out, the children
were like wild young things. She said, "Uf sourse, that was natural. We syrpathi zed
with them, and heted to try to keep them quiet, bubt we knew too that the University
staff needed to be protected from them also." The quarters were woeiully inadequete:

2 roos at tre University of Nanking, and two tiny rooms peartitioned off on s poreh =
larpe enourh to aoccomodate eirht students, if tle teacher stood in one corner and did
not moved The teacher had difficulties when it rained! Teachers' pay was laurhable-
92 an hour! It was not enoupgh for rickshaw fare, but no one complained, for were they
not serving their own children? There were the understandable difficulties in such

a schools paronts were hardly impartial when it cace %o their own clildren! This
called for tact and courtesy on Mary's part, if the difficulty was to be sroothed out.

So affaris went along until two years had passeds Then for the {irst tine, a
full=tie teacher was engaged. She cere for one-quarter of the selary she mipht have

- 2
received elsewhere, but her husband had a rood Po8ition, and she wes willing to serve
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in this way. However, she could stand the strain only one term} The following
serester, two full=time teamchers were hired. The school was growlng. They needed
more spece. Faculty members were solicited for donations, donatlione for chairs, books,
and other rinium equipment. Mary did ruch of this soliciting. "At first, I was
terrisly erbarassed to ask for money.” We had all kinds of cheirs, all shapes snd
oolors and sizes, bubt they suited the purpose. lary said, "I used to talk %o the
students and say, 'Our soldiers are fiphting et the front. They are sulferinge.
tie mre fortunate, for we are pesceful and comfortable. These chairs are rood
paougrh for us in wer-timg and we have no ripht to grumble." We were asseiled by
applications for children outside our faculty femilies to attend the school. Ve
had berun with children of full=time feoulty membors of the University; then we had
axtended the privilere Lo port=tice memiers; now we extended it still further, raking
four sonditions for entrances

1) Suffioient seating oapacity; 2)parcnits con help in teaching or other weys;
3) children of lfamilies :logsely related to the University, for Instance, the Radlo
Station; 4) 1 child only (rom each of the irlendly institutions sround use

By the burinning of the third vesr we found we had to.vake new arran-ements.
The nlessrooms were altogether too smell. It was too difflecult to ranere the children
80 close to University classes. Ve decided to build. ™I srent the whole of that surmer
in trying to get lend for & sahool site., I walked here and there, interviewed land-
owners, and often felt it wes hopeless." [inally, tle radio Station quite near the
carpus lent a piece of land and we felt we could so aheade "We had no noney to
build! the prices were jumping. On xy own responsibility I went to the Bank and
borrowed 300,000 dollars for six ronths = with the President, Dr. Lhen, end some
other faoculty members as guarantors. The building went sheads six classroons and a
srall office, made of the plaster and smd with harboo supports, and thatched roof.
We soon found out the strength of our Luilding. The shtudents in thelr vigor broke
through pertitions, sato on arms of seats until they crumpled - 1t was cheap

furnlture, for wero wa not soon going buok to Neanking?® How thoy enpared eirht fulle

\
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time teachers, with 20 part-tine teachers (chiefly parents) and regular depart ental
Headsg.

A few months aro there was an urpent need for an eassembly roome When they had
the Monday morning Mermorial Service, the students had to stand for the full hour, end
si ilarly on other occeslons when there wes a general assembly. "I f'elt we had to
provide 2 peneral hall. We had accepted these children es students. Ve hade duty
to them. Almost every Assembly day one or two or three students fainted. It wes
not that the sun was s¢ hot, but the sun combined with poor heelth and deficient vigor,
they did not get sufficilent food, for were fthey not refupees? They were unable to
stand the strain of standing such a lony tires The necd waes urgent."

We nceded an Agsembly room but where wasg the money to come from? As beiore,
I wént to the bLank and borrewed $300,00. A% this time we had to pay for one larpe
room an amount equal to whet we had to pay Cor our entire school a few months pree
viously. Formerly, the $300,000 [jad been raised easily by sione of fmculty and

T

friends. Now it wes very different., It was %the fall of 1944 when the political

gituation was very tense, and Lhere secred a danrer of Irminent Japarese invasion.
Yo one wanted to conbribubte. I spent hours every week interviewiny possible cone

e

tributors, and felt the horrors of bhsing a begpare The day came when I knew that I
would soon have %o meot the note at LHhs hank ed I did not have the roneye 1 prayed,
"God, vou know our situation. You “now I have this for a pood 2ause. I leave

it in vour Hends."

"The political situation quickly eased, and people seemed earer 5o ~ive., Ve
several times the amount we neededs now wo had noney for the actusl building,
furniture = both for the new building, end for the teschers' use in thelir roomsg =
for repanirs, a growing amount, since we hed potten only second=grade furniture
textbooks,"

"Now es we begin the f fth year, we have alrost 200 students (17¢ last semestor),

with about equal mumbers of boys and pirls. Last serester we paild teachers only $50.

an hour for part-time work, a very small amount. Now we have come to the prineiple

of paying according to the University stendard."




"The students are vory active, scoording to the teachers. They have an abund-
ance of questions to aske Teachers say they need to prepare s pgreat deel more to
meet Lthese olasses than those in most schools. The students are oright, end very
rmch alive. They make a pood laboratory for us."”

This summer Mary apain raised the question of resigning from her sdministrative
position. ©She said her health demanded it. They did not apree to resignation, but
asked if in addition to her full-ti-e Fnrlish teaching she would he willing to look
after the finances of the Middle School, and she finally apreed.

And now the school looks forward Lo returning to Nanking. The episode of

rofugee life will soon nome to an ende.
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