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2827 RHegent Street
Berkeley, 5, Calif,
June 19, 1943

or., i Yi-rdang
Washirg ton, WJ.C.

Vear Jr., Wu:
This is just a2 note to extend to you a

welcome, and to sey, thet I em happy you
are here, and thet you had e sefe trip.

Je,in this fer West, ere wondering if
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you will make a visit out to the Cosest
here. e should be so heppy to see and
heer you. Flesse know thet you heve o
stending invitation.

I am working with the Orientel missions

in the Bey eres here, end am enjoying my
work very much., I speak of'ten for China,
and lest week ot our Celifornis Contference
we took a colle¢tion amounting to #$565.

#e have cuite 2 China group here, and a
number I'pom denking , then, the Chine
Lenguege School is also l)c(ted here in
Berkeley. e shall be so happy to heer
'rom you, end to see you , if thet is at
all possible,

#ith all good wishes, I am,

liost cordialLy yours,

0y S S




June 30, 1943,

My deur Lilss brethorst:

it wag cost thoughtful of you to write me
@ note of welcome, and I appreciata 1t very
1z che

I om sorry to suy that my plens ars so un-
cortaln thet I am not oble 1o look formurd
o a trip to the st coaste hen I el
China 1t was only for eix monthy, Iater
hopad to be able ¢ ) the tine. Howaver,
1t 1ooks uow as fwald on @y honsward
this 1s the
shoulu lilks 4o see my friones
coast, nll not be anle. 4o
Ty ragrots to

tnte

onti e vour

T v

incersly your:,

Yi-{ans e




2827 Hegent Street
Berkeley, 9, Calif,
July 19, 1943

Vesr Jr. iu,
Thenks for your letter, which I received e rew deys ago. e are

all so very sorry thet you are not sble to come to the fJest Coast
but understend how urgeat it is for you to return to China.

’

As I speek for China from time to time, funds ere often given me
to ellocete to certein projects in Chine. Just now, I have & young
merried couple who heve pled.ed one tenth of their entire income to
a scholership, and they rsked me to neme thet scliolarship. I have
designated it for Ginling, and I would be very heppy if you could

send me the neme of some girl for whom it might be use.:, and write

a little sbout the girl; so thet I could pass it on to them. rhe
amount of money this yeer, will be =bout #150. I have $34 in cesh
now, which I shall send through our heedquerters designeted ass "The
Irwin scholership" for Ginling College.

I hope thet you sre enjoying your visit snd thet you wili not be
kept too busy. I auw lesving tomorrow for Leke Tshoe to sttend s
Chinese routh Conference for one week. Lrst yeer we hed 161 young
men snd women, eand it wes e splendid Confereuce.

I shell hopé to heer from you in the nesr future regerding the
for the scholarship.

lmost cordielly yours,




%Agust 3, 1943,

Biss Marioe Brethorst,
2827 Asyent ctrest,
Berkeley, 5,
California.

My dear Miss Brethorst:

I was zglaa to receive your letter of July 19 and to know of your interest

in securing the scholarship help for a iinling student. Such scholarships
are a real necessity at the present times if students from ordinary homes
are to _et colic;e educations when living costs continue to increase. There
are girls worthy of colleje education who would have to drop out of colleze
wers it not for such help. In fact right now I am thinking of a naumber of
splendid girls whom the college is tryin: to help with scholarships and other
grﬁnts.

However, I would rather not name a recipient for the scholarship which you
have so graciously obtained from your friends without first consulting the
Scholarship Committee in Ginling. This is because this Committee gonsiders
21l applicants for @cholarship twice a year and makes the grants. They will
be making these grants early in September for the fall term, and I will have
no way of knowing the results until they send me reports. So I am writing
to Miss Helen Djang to day and am asking her to write e you directly. 1In
that way you will be able to et the information to your friends as soon as
possible. ihen I wes at the college I served on this gommitt:e, so I know
thet they are very careful to consider the applicants in regard to academic
stendards, character, and financial resources, so I have complete confidence
ia the Committee to make the right recommendation to you.

The Colloge scholurships are not adequate to mcet the financial needs of
these days, so I am very grateful for this special scholarship from your
friends wnich will help one worthy student to complete her college education.
I suppose you have information from China also how the priced are already
over one hundred times those in 1937. *

You can sen. the cash from the Irwins to Mr. C. A. Evans, Treasurer of
Ginling College, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. If you designate it for




page 2 « Miss Brethorst

the Irwin Scholarship, he will forward the money to Miss Elsie Priest, the
Treasurer in Chengtu.

1 am sorry to have delayed mnswering your letter, but I have been out of town,
and have just returned for a few days before goinz for ny vacation.

Again thanking you for your interest in Ginling and for the very real help
you are giving us i our work, I am '

Singerely yours,

Yi-tlng Vig.




Mugust 3, 1943,

My dear Nr. Evans;

Miss Marie Brethorst, 2827 Regent Strseset, Berksley, 5, Californias, has
written Dr. Wu that she has obtained & scholurship--The Irwin Scholarshipe-
which %111 amount to $150.00 & year. GShe has designated this to Ginling
College and has in hand $34.00 in cash. In her letter, Hiss Brethorst
sa;s she 1s sending it through "headyuarters" which I take to mean she

i8s ssnding it through the Methodist Board, since she is working under that
Board. ‘ , :

In the reply, Dr. Wu suggested that she send the money direct to you, so
that you could send 1t on to Miss Priest.

Dr. #u 4id not ask me to write you, but 1% seemed to me you should have
a record of tidls matter, in c¢as: the money comes to you either directly
or through the Methodist Bowrd.

With cordial regarus, I am

Sincersly yours,

Helen M. lLoomis.
(868 Riverside Drive,
New York, N. Y,)




THE COLLEGES
FUKIEN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
GINLING COLLEGE
HANGCHOW CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
HUA CHUNG COLLEGE
HWA NAN COLLEGE
LINGNAN UNIVERSITY
UNIVERSITY OF NANKING
UNIVERSITY OF SHANGHAI
SHANTUNG CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
SOOCHOW UNIVERSITY
WEST CHINA UNION UNIVERSITY
YENCHING UNIVERSITY

TEL. WATKINS 9-8703
CABLE: ABCHICOL

OFFICERS OF THE ASSOCIATED BOARDS
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MILDRED H. MCAFEE
LLOYD S, RULAND
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SECRETARIES
OLIVER J, CALDWELL

150 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. CHARLES H. CORBETT
MRS. W. PLUMER MILLS

August 5, 1943
Miss Helen il. Loomis
468 Riverside Drive
New York, N. Y.
Dear Miss Loomis:

I an grateful for your letter of the 3rd,
regarding the Irwin Scholarship. When the sum comes
through either the liethodist Board or directly to our
office, I will be guided accordingly.

With many thanks to you, I am,

Very truly yours,

g e

CAE 1M C. A, EVAUS

PARTICIPATING WITH UNITED CHINA RELIEF




2827 Regent Stree
Berkeley, 5, Cealifl
August 27, 19453

Jear lurs. uills,

Congretuletions, end & line to tell you
thet I am joying with you in the good

news that Mr. Mills is to be repstriated,
and e soon to be with you aand the Temily.
I hope thet they hesve & safe trip home,
end that they hrve sul'lered not too much.
vometimes,l wonder,ir it is not harder for

thie coucerned loved ones here,than for
4

them, but soon 1t will all be over, but
for t he memory of it.

L wrote to ur.wWu concern—
ship I secured Tor Ginling,
ied, esking me to s end the
money to lr.C.A. Lvens, the treasurer.
Lhe money will be sent through our Boerd
I'rom Oroville, Celifordhie, W.5.Ceoy end
will be merked "Ginling Collegeg, Irwin
ocholership". There will be something
over sixty dollers in this ribrst pay-
ment, but the young couple sre planning
d their tithe monthly, which will,
be forwerded to you qguerterly,
amount to about $200 this yesr.
Jill you plesse let me know Fust how much
a scholership costs, now.

onmetiine o4 o,
=

ing e schole
. .

snu she rer

I hope thet you eand the girls heve kept
well, or I better say, "Young ladies'|y 1
expect., Greetings to you ell, asnd best

of wishes from, )
M araa “@&Ciﬁaﬁklt:




Warie Prethorst
7 Repont Street
erkeley 5, Calif.

Dear lMiss DBrethorst:
Wabhn I wrote
you that would write
tion atoud amount
Ginling for one years
this an¢ we have o
will be sufficient

v
4
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Ginling grestly
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not need to tell you

women are playing in
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in the girls of Ching,.

L1) bvest wish

shin

unncecessary to stress the
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September 19435

few days apo, [ tcld
ou more inforiite
a girl in
Dr. %W about
conclusion that $200 U ,.8.
expenses for one yeer.
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50 renerouslys 1o
important pert educated
today, and therefore it is
ralue of such on investment

of
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4 v
es to you,

Cordially yo

Plumer Mills
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.ss Marie Brsthorst
e8RT7 TLerent Street

| s
1 f

(s
Berkeley, Calif,

Dear Miss Hrethorst:

Your letter of October lOth abtout the Irwia scholar-
ship has gone unanswered till now sas we were attempting to find
out just what had neppened %o the money. I am glad that you
wrote to Miss Gibson at the same time you wrote Lo me, because
we had to consult nher as Treasurer of the Methodist Woman's
Li

ile have noW [ound out how the muney wus received and

happened to it. Miss Gibson is writing you fully ebout

and suggesting the best way tc send it in the future in
order to insure its being used for the speeial purpose the
donors nad in mind. She will also explein gust what was done
when the gif't was received and how she is planning to have it
adjusted nows I hope thet this will prove satisfectory to you
and to the family who have been giving this wcholarship fund.,

Un behigli of the Ginling Board in America and of the
uthorities in (hina, may | express sincere appreciation for
his interest in a Giniing ¢irl ena the hope thet the relation-
hip thus established inay be one of nutual and enduring satise
faction,

i
i

Thank you for your good wishes for my family. My
husbend 1s in Chungking, hoping %o get to Ranking soon. My clder
daughter is doing graduate work at Columbia and living with me,
My younger daughter is a junior at Wellesley. Ve nre all well
eud Lusy end heppy.

I hope thet you will find it possible to return to
500N .

Cordi Vv vour
Cordially yours,

i« Plumer Mills




2827 Regent otreet
Berkeley, Celifornia
October 10, 1945

Desr lrs., Mills,

"I donot know if you ere still with the Chinese
Colleges, but :shall write this letter anyway, hoping
that it may resch someone in thet depszrtment.

I ew needing » bit of inlormetion regerding the
"Irwin scholership" for Ginling, which wos sent by
thet femily from Oroville, Californie,for & girl in
the colleqe by the niwme of Liu fu-mei. They heve
sent $200 each yeur begincuing in 1943, and he hes
just written me, aond quoted from fu-mei's letter in
which she soys: "Tillnow, I didnot receive the schol-
ership. I didn't know why. rerhaps the moaey comes too
slow. The fee of Xreshmen and this term were supplied
partly by my mother's friends anu partly by the Govt.
(celtein cwount of mwoney used to help poor students)"

The PFemily esre & bit upset, end wonder it the mone
is not reaching her st 211, I hed 2 letter from liiss
helen vjang lest ye:ir saying she hed given it to Amy,
and fmy also sent sletter, I wonder il you have
received the money I[rou our wethodist W.D.C,S5. at all,
or if it hes been given mistekenly to ¢nother college?
L shell eppreciste it very much, if you will write me,
per eir-meil,just =s soon es possible « I am elso
writing our W.0.C.d. and asking conceraing it. Thanks
for anything you can do to clerr this umatter up, for
things like this discourcige givers, sad wve do went to
avolid thet.

Hes kr, ills r-turned to China yet? It .eems I
hesrd odce thet he ned. I am all re.dy, exems, inoc-




culetions a2ll [inished. oohn BShen,got of. on the
steamer lest week, Thurs:.ay. I wes wishing I might
have seiled with him. We :re all welting here to go.

I hope thet you hive kept well. 1 kuow that you
have been busy, Are your remily still with you?
Greetings to ‘you all.

Uordi{lLy yours, .
0CT10 ‘1 9q5







Aupust 15, 1934

Miss Margaret E. Hodge
112 West Gravers Lane
Chestnut Hill
Philadelphia, Pa,

Dear Miss Hodge:

Thank you for your letter of August 8th and enclomures. I feel very badly about
troubling you so rmuch with Ginling affairs but so many important matters seem to have
come during the summer in regard to Ginling. It is a pity you have to expend time and
energy in writing letters by hand and I wish there .as some way by which this could be
avoided. I trust you will find the enclosed copies of letters in good order and that
they will meet with your satisfaction.

I hope you will enjoy the Chautauqua Institute. It is very nice to know that you
will represent the Women's Committee.

I really shrink from troubling you further but there is Just one little matter
that came in the mail today. A Mrs. K. . Brown, of Ames, Iowa, mother of Lydia Brown,
who went to Ginling in 1917 as a répresentative of the Baptist Board to orgenize the
Music Department of the College, - has written to say that she has compiled a brief
story of her daughter's life. It appears that Lydia passed away in 1924 and this is a
sort of a "memorial booklet", Mrs. Brown wishes to send copies of it to the "foreign
menbers of the faculty who were at Ginling when Lydia was there"., Dr. Wu visited with
Mrs. Brown when she was in this country and told her at that time where sane of the
members of the faculty could be reached, and now she wishes to kmow where she may reach
Ruth Chester, Dr, Reeves, Dr, Morrow, Mary Boyd Shipley Mills, Elizabeth Goucher Chapman ,
Adelaide Gundlach, (and Mrs. Thurston,Reedrica Mead Hiltner, and Rebecca Griest, whose
addresses I have in the files). Can you supply the addresses of any of the above?

Mr, Garside is in town now. I spoke to him this morning when I asked him for Miss
Priest's present address,

Very sincerely yours,

Ps S Secretary to Miss Tyler
Miss Lydia Brown went back to China as Mrs. J. B. Hipps, to Shanghai College, now Univ, of
Shanghai.




fugust 20, 1954

Mrs. K. We Brown
1014 Kelloeg Avenue
Ames; Iowa,

My dear Mrs. Brown®

Your letter of August llth hos been received and wonld have received
an answer before this Wt it has taken us a little time %o ageertain the
nddresses of same of the psople. We do not even now have all the addresses,
but hope to obtain than for you soon.

Buth Chester, Dr. Roeves, Mrs, Thurston are at Ginling Collegey! Nanking,
mina. Mary Boyd Mills, (Mrs., Ssmuel J), and her hushend are at: Haverford
School, Haverford, Pennsylvania, Adelalde Cundlach is st Berea College, Berea,
Kentucky, Mrs. Walter Hiltner (Trederica and) is at 4215 T, 33rd St. Seattle,
Washington. Ye ara trving now to cbtain the addrassas of Dr., Morrow and
Mrs, Chapman from Miss Griost, whose addreas ig: Miss Rebecesn W, Criest, 208
South Cueen Street, Lancaster, Penna,

In writing to Miss Margaret E. Hodge for some of the addresses she
remembered Miss Lydia Brown very well.

As you will see by the above letter head there is a Ginling College
Cormittee here in New York, and Miss Florence G. Tyler, 419 Fourth Avenue,
New York City, is the secretary for that committee, and will be glad to help
you at any time. Miss Tyler is absent from the office now for a few weeks
on account of illness. The Cooperating Committee for the iomen's Union Colleges
in Foreign Fields gave up its of fices in New York in the winter of 1928, and now
the various secretaries of the colleges here are carrying on the correspondence.

We enclose the latest leaflet about Ginling thinking it will be of interest
to you, also a copy of Dr. Wu's report of her visit to this country, which is
equally interesting.

Sincerely yours,

Secret ary to Miss Tyler,
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Wydia Rrown Bipps

Morn 184D Died 1UZ)




Ludia Brown Bipps
[t ]

HE following sketch of the life of

Lydia Brown Hipps was prepared

by her mother, Mrs. K. W. Brown,

but much of it is given in Lydia’s own words.
She was a representative of the W, A, B.

F. M. Society, on the Faeculty of Ginling
College at Nanking, China, for three years,
1917 to 1920, and from September 1921 to
December 1924, as Mrs. J. B. Hipps, was
under the Southern Baptist Board, at Shang-
hai College, now University of Shanghali.
Just before her marriage, she was asked by
the Secretary of the Southern Board, to
write him a brief history of her life thus

far, and I give her reply verbatim.
Ames, Iowa, June 23, 1921.

Dr. J. F. Love.
Richmond, Virginia.
My Dear Dr. Love:
Here follows a brief account of my life.
1 was born in Ames, Iowa, in the year 1890.
My father was for forty odd years a com-
mercial salesman who sold gloves and mit-

5
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tens six days in the week, and rested him-
self on Sunday by speaking in pulpits of all
denominations on various subjects relating
to reform, prohibition, laymen’s missionary
movements, and many subjects which he es-
poused as a Christian traveling man. My
mother has ever since I can remember, been
the central missionary leader, in the life of
our church. Both of my grandfathers were
Baptist ministers.

From earliest babyhood I was brought
up to be a Christian, but at the age of ten,
I professed conversion and united with the
First Baptist Church of Ames, Iowa.

I had the usual early school days with a
few more than average interruptions. Music
interested me more than anything else, and

so in 1908, I went back to a suburb of Bos-
ton, and studied the Fletcher Music Method,
a normal course for teachers of children’s
classes. Returning home after an eight
weeks course, I opened classes, and for five
years taught children their first steps in
music.

All of this time I continued my own music
study with a Des Moines teacher. Once
during the time I went to Hartford, Conn.,
for one semester with a sister who was
studying there, and did a combination of
work in the Hartford School of Religious
Pedagogy, and in pipe organ, with one of
Hartford’s leading organists. During anoth-
er summer I went with a friend to a sum-
mer resort in northern Michigan and con-
ducted a summer school of music for the
children of tourists, thus paying our own
expenses and acquiring not only a health-
ful vacation but some valuable experience.

In the fall of 1912, I determined to re-
turn to school, and broaden my outlook by
a more general training than I had had. I
entered the Academy at Oberlin, at the
same time doing some work in the Conserva-
tory of Music. Circumstances seemed to
favor my being nearer home the next year
however, and so I took back some of my
pupils at home, and also took an organ posi-
tion, and during that yvear lived the lives of
two people, while I studied hard at Des

7




Moines College, and kept up the musical side
at home.

My Academy course I completed in
1915, and two years later took the Bache-
lor’s Degree in Music from the Conservatory
in Oberlin.

All my life I had done all the church
work that I could carry. I had been seven
years a church organist, had taught Sunday
School classes, worked on all sorts of com-
mittees, and at one time or another held
most of the available offices in B. Y. P. U.
and Mission Societies. But it seemed to me
that the thing I did best was to play the pipe
organ, so while I was interested in China,
I knew there was nothing over there that
I could do. A very dear sister had preceded
me to China however, and she was never
quite so sure that I did not belong over
there. We always entertained Missionaries
in our home whenever one came within en-
tertaining distance, and nine out of ten of
them told me I was “made for a mission-
ary” which the more thoroughly convinced
me that I had no reason to consider it.

8

While in Oberlin, I had been very active
in the College Religious activities, and dur-
ing my Senior year I began to feel that I
was inconsistent, when I urged others to
give their lives to Foreign Service, and did
not face the question myself. I had a good
reason for not facing it, because I had al-
ways known that if I faced it I would go.
Just as these things were arguing them-
selves in my mind, I was offered the position
as head of the music department in Ginling
College, the Union Missionary College for
women in the Yangtze Valley. I was hon-
est enough to realize that it offered the
greatest opportunity for all around Christ-
ian service in the things I knew best how to
do, of any opening that I was considering,
and after some long weeks of prayerful
consideration, I sailed for China in the fall
of 1917.

I arrived in a time of desperate need
and I never did have time to adjust. There
followed three of the happiest, busiest and
most satisfying years I can imagine any
one living. I found demand for everything

9
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musical I knew, and plenty that I did not
know. The most interesting thing about it all
was that what I had done with the pipe or-
gan proved to be the most valuable thing
I had. The “baby organ’ needed defend-
ing. I gave it my best, and I boomed it.
The first thing I knew, I began to receive
invitations from aill over Central China to
come and play the baby organ before Mis-
sion Schools, and make popular an instru-
ment which was within the realm of possi-
bility for Chinese students to own in their
homes. If time permitted I might write a
young book on concert tours with a baby
organ. Within the last three years I have
given 18 full concerts, 14 of which I gave
on ‘“baby organs” small enough for me to
pick up and move about from one place to
another without aid.

This has been but one branch of the
varied experiences with which China has
enriched my life. I know what it means to
be a Missionary in more than musical ways.
Problems of all kinds, most of them beyond
me, have made me realize the blessed priv-

10

ilege of prayer, and association with Christ.
He is a living reality to me. I am eager to
go back to a land so needy. I know it is
not always easy to witness for Him 24
hours a day, but it is a blessed privilege, and
I rejoice that it is mine.

I go back to a new life, as a home mak-
er as well as a music teacher, at Shanghai
College. The home I knew as a child, and
have always known as mine, has set me a
high standard, and I can hope for nothing
greater than that the home we are to es-
tablish at Shanghai, may mean to China
what the home of my father and mother has
meant, not only to the community in which
we lived, but in world influence for Christ.

Very Sincerely.
LYDIA B. BROWN.

We found in later years among Lydia’s
things, a brief history of her life, as written
by herself, -at different times, from which I
shall make some quotations. There was
first a record of her music lessons, begin-
ning when she was nine years old, naming

11
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her teachers, and the dates of lessons with
each one, mostly piano lessons, but a few
on the pipe organ at Iowa State College. In
1908, she told of her experiences in taking
the Fletcher Music Method for teaching
children, of the originator, Mrs. Evelyn
Fletcher Copp, of Boston, who took her class
that summer, into a camp near Eliot, Maine.

April 10, 1911, she wrote, “In cleaning
my closet, I came across this little book, and
will add another chapter, as these records
may sometime be of interest.” Then she
goes on to tell of her teaching experiences,
and how in January of 1910, she “doubled
up her work, and taught hard,” until March
6th, when she went to Hartford, Conn.,
where her sister Daisy was taking a course
in Religious Education. Lydia said, ‘I took

some work in Psychology, while I studied
Pipe Organ, with Ralph L. Baldwin. This
was a treat which will live in my memory.
I practiced on a fine little two manual organ
in St. John’s Episcopal Church, and took my
lessons on the large three manual organ at
Fourth Congregational Church, where I also

12

sang in a vested choir of 60 voices, with Mr.
Baldwin as organist and choir director.”
Returning home in May, she took up her
teaching again, and also continued with her
music study.

January 4, 1916, she wrote—‘“Four busy
years have gone by since I wrote a word in
this little book. Now, today, I pick it up
again, and will carry on my little tale, from
where I left it.” Here follows the story of
her entering the Academy at Oberlin in
September 1912, just two weeks before her
sister Daisy left for China. She finished
this section of her story with these words,
—“Tomorrow I expect to return to Oberlin.
Some day I hope to add another chapter to
this record.” This she did on June 18, 1920,
at Nanking, China. I will make some fur-
ther quotations from her story later.

In her Conservatory work at Oberlin,
she majored in Pipe Organ, under Dr. Geo.
W. Andrews, who, because of his strong
Christian character, living his religion in all
his work, had a great influence on her life.

13
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She was very appreciative of all her teach-
ers, and in turn was appreciated by them.

In the spring of 1917, she wrote to the
home folks,—'“When I gave up my work
in Ames, and came to Oberlin, I was wholly
at sea as to where it would lead me.—As
time progressed, I felt that God’s hand was
leading me to paths of service musically,
but that that might be anywhere except in
this land, I little thought. I wanted and
still want the chance to be on a Faculty,
and have the opportunity of being to other
students what my teachers have been to me.
—If we are not willing to stand up and say,
‘give me a big job, let me serve somehow,
somewhere,” then we are not worthy to be
called children of our earthly parents, or of
our Heavenly Father.”

In another letter that spring, she said—
“I think this is a wonderful time to be liv-
ing. Look at what is happening in some
enormous way all over the world. It just
thrills me to be alive, and I could not wish
for anything but work to do that would be

14

an aid to the bettering of conditions just
now.” Then in speaking of Foreign Mis-
sion work, she said she had been asking
herself several questions and among them,
“Is my kind of training needed? Well
there are three little Chinese girls in the
Conservatory this year, and according to
them, their women are hungry for exactly
what I could give, and music is a wonderful
entering wedge.”

During her Senior year at Oberlin, Lydia
was on the Cabinet of the Y. W. C. A. When
she gave her recital on the Pipe Organ,
May 12, 1917, the other members of the
Cabinet sent her several dozen lovely rose
buds, and with them the following note,
“Lydia dear: The Cabinet that has loved
and awed all the year as they watched the
Senior they possess for their own, can do
very little to express their regard, but
there isn’t one of us who is not richer and
stronger for contact with your vigor, humor,
common sense and magnetism. So Thurs-
day night, (the time she was to give her
recital,) is the biggest event that has hap-
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pened to any of us, in the sense of invest-
ment of labor and talent. May the Friend
we have learned to know together, bless you
with the success and happiness you have
worked so hard for, by giving you peace
and poise and rest. Your Cabinet Sisters.”

In the little book in which she had re-
corded considerable of her life history, un-
der date of June 18, 1920, at Nanking,
China, in the first written after January 4,
1916, she said—‘‘I gave my Senior Recital
on the Chapel Organ. The occasion will
always stand out as one of the biggest ex-
periences of my life. The effect of that
glorious organ will always be an inspiration
to me.”

She received the degree of Bachelor of
Music on June 13, 1917, and came. home

hoping in a year or two, to go to Ginling
College, but the Lord’s leadership was so
plain, and her response so ready, that she
sailed August 30th of that same year.

For a month after her return from Ob-
erlin, she was in question whether she ought
to go so soon after her graduation, but al-

16

tho che made application for work in this
country, everything seemed to be closed be-
fore her.

Late in July, the Ginling Committee
telegraphed her, asking if her health and
family conditions would permit of her go-
ing that fall, sailing if possible, late-in Au-
gust. I remember very vividly the talk we
had, out under the trees at home that even-
ing, when she said, “Mama there is but one
answer.”” The next day she telegraphed
her reply that she would go, and from that
time I think there was never a doubt but
that she was doing the right thing, and she
was very happy. During that last month at
home, she was the life and light of the home,
full of fun, and going ahead with all the
plans and preparations for the journey.

Lydia was always putting in little per-
sonal notes to father and mother, in her
more general letters. On August 30, 1917,
after leaving Vancouver, on S. S. Empress
of Asia, she wrote a little note, and mailed it
at Victoria,—“Just an extra word to tell
you that I love you big heaps tonight. 1
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would give anything almost to be with you,
but there is one thing I would not give even
for that great privilege, and that is the con-
sciousness that I am doing what God wants
me to do. It is a great thing to meet these
fine faced men and women who belong to
the army of the church in foreign lands, and
to feel that you too are entering the same
service. I want you to share that blessing.
I will share with you all I can too, the in-
teresting and funny things I see.”

On September 16th, her first Sunday at
Ginling, she wrote, “I have tried to write
very completely but it seems impossible to
get it all in. This is being a wonderful,
wonderful, experience. I say with great
pride that we at Ginling College are facing
the ‘“Charm of the Impossible.” I never
realized its meaning until yesterday at our
first Faculty meeting. But such faith as it
must take! There aren’t any hardships
about it, there is just the marvelous bigness
of our task.”

Two weeks later, in her little personal
note, she said,—*This has been my week to

18

lead chapel, and I've enjoyed it more than I
would ever dare breathe to anybody but you.
Tuesday I talked about Light, today about
Shades that keep out the Light, and tomor-
row I'm going to talk about Reflectors of
Light. The responsiveness of the girls’ fac-
es has told me that they were getting it, and
it has been a mighty inspiration to me. Pray
hard that these girls may go out to be the
leaders we look for them to be among the
women of China.”

July 21, 1918, she wrote, ‘“Just a year
ago now I was debating the question of
coming. Suppose I hadn’t come! I wonder
what the year might have been. That isn’t
given us to know, but I can tell you there
hasn’t been a minute that I haven’t rejoic-
ed that I came.”

She went out for a three year term, to
organize the music department in this Col-
lege for girls which was still in its infancy,
but had great possibilities. The first class
graduated in 1919, with five members, one
of whom, Dr. Yi Fang Wu, has been presi-
dent for several years.

19
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During the years ’19 and ’20, Mrs.
Thurston, the president at that time, came
home on furlough, and while they were
waiting for Miss Vautrin to come from an-
other field to be acting president during her
absence, someone had to be chosen head of
the Faculty, and although there were others
who had been there longer than Lydia, the
other members were all agreed that she was
the one for that position.

In the summer of 1920, she came home,
considerably broken in health, but on the
mend. Late in August, she was offered half
time teaching in the Theory Department of
the Conservatory at Oberlin, while she was
recuperating. She accepted on condition
that they would find rooms for light house-
keeping, so her parents could come with her,
because she felt it would not be justice to
us to be separated from us so long during
her furlough. The rooms were found, and
a most happy year followed for us all.

June 29, 1921, Lydia was married at her
home in Ames, Iowa, to Rev. J. B. Hipps,

20

Dean of the Theological Department of
Shanghai College.

Again referring to the little book, under
date December 5, 1921, after their arrival
in Shanghai, I quote, “Again I take up this
little book to set down on its pages a few
more items. Ispent a happy year in Ameri-
ca. Health came back rapidly in that atmos-
phere. In September I went to Oberlin, with
father and mother and we three spent a
memorable year together. I taught half
time all year, in the Theory Department of
the Conservatory, teaching first year Har-
mony. Most of the year, I had six sections,
each meeting twice a week, and comprising
some sixty or seventy students. The work
was delightfully congenial. From Novem-
ber on I did a little work with my old piano
teacher, in methods of teaching, and some
practical work. Then in the spring, I be-
gan to long for a chance at the Organ, and
Dr. Andrews, out of his big kind heart, gave
me half of his own practice time, each day
for several weeks.

When I left China in July 1920, I knew
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that I would not return to Ginling, but I
had made no public statement to that effect.
That spring John Burder Hipps of Shang-
hai College, had come ‘“‘acourting’’, and by
the last of May, I had tec admit he was win-
ning. As soon as I reached home, I told my
family of our engagement, and soon after, I
told the Ginling Committee, and wrote back
to China. In December, just after Christ-
mas, Burder came to Oberlin, and we had
a beautiful visit. We were married at home
the 29th of June, having what seemed to us
to be a very perfect wedding. Dr. White, of
Shanghai College married us, and Victor
Hanson, of the same place was best man.

We spent the summer in Virginia, East-
ern Tennessee, and North Carolina, and had
a memorable time each place that we went.
In August we returned to Iowa, spending ten
days at home, before leaving for Seattle,
from which port we sailed the 27th of Au-
gust. We had a good voyage and are happy
to be again in this land we have grown to
love. We have had a good fall. Burder is
working very hard. Ihave been busy, large-
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ly with home making tasks. I am teaching
a few piano pupils, and one music class of
Freshman. I am at present Acting Dean of
Women. The musical opportunity here is
a latent one as yet, but certainly there is
plenty of material if one wishes to develop
it.” This was the first year of co-education
at Shanghai College.

At once upon arrival on the Campus the
couple had begun house keeping in a new
house which had been built that summer,
and were very happy as well as busy.

The next year, July 22, 1922, a little
son, Robert Owen, came to gladden their
hearts.

Lydia’s letters home were always full of
the interesting details of their daily home
life, and of her great happiness as a wife
and a mother. She won her way into the
hearts of faculty and students alike, and the
children loved her.

Late in the evening of December 19,
1924, from a hospital in the city, where
everything was done for her that could have
been done anywhere, she was suddenly call-
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ed Home. Her body was laid to rest in the
Southern Baptist Mission lot in one of the
International Cemeteries in Shanghai, on
Sunday afternoon, and a beautiful memorial
service was held at the time in a little chap-
el. The next morning a similar service was
held in the College Chapel, and later, the
home church at Ames, Iowa, held an ap-
propriate service in her memory.

The many beautiful letters of sympathy
received in the weeks and months which fol-
lowed, by members of her family, and by
her husband, all bore testimony to her
Christian character, her radiant personality,
her ability to put first things first. These
testimonials as to Lydia’s helpful influ-
ence upon those with whom she mingled,
brought great comfort to us, and in closing

this sketch of her life, it seems fitting that
we make some quotations from them.

Mrs. Matilda C. Thurston, then President
of Ginling College, who was in the United
States at the time, wrote from Massachu-
setts, February 5, 1925. “It is still like a
dark cloud over the sun, when I realize that

24

dear Lydia will not be there when I go back
to Shanghai. My very last night in China
was spent with her—such a happy memory
to keep! But every memory of Lydia is
happy. What a blessing of God her life is,
and one thinks of her as living even now.”

Mrs. Webster, wife of one of the Facul-
ty, wrote for the Woman’s Auxiliary of
Shanghai College,—‘“We all loved Lydia.
We miss her happy, helpful self, coming
and going among us. She was quiet and un-
agsuming, but always ready with wise coun-
sel, whenever we went to her for advice,
which many of us did often, because her
judgment was good and reliable. In all
the time she has lived among us, I have
never heard one word of criticism of her,
ncither was she critical of others. She was
loved by every group here. The students
admired her, and looked to her for assis-
tance, which she was always ready to give.
They called on her at all times and under all
kinds of circumstances, for help in the line
of music. Her co-workers loved and respect-
ed her. The children could open their
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hearts to her, and were glad to go to the
Sunday School when she led them. The
servants of the various households all knew
her, and felt that none of them was beneath
her notice. My little daughter Esther said,
‘I never, never will forget Mrs. Hipps. She
was so good and kind. Poor little Owen, I
will always be kind to him, because I loved
her.” Lydia was such a beautiful mother.
Always so wise in her dealings with Owen,
and he has responded so beautifully to her
guidance. Our hearts were all saddened by
her unexpected going away, but her going
has been such a victory, that it has brought
Heaven nearer to us all.”

The following testimonial was written
for the Memorial number of the Shanghai
College ‘“‘Voice,” (which was issued on

January 16, 1925,) by Mrs. W. S. New,
who as Miss Zee, had been one of the five
girls who had graduated in that first class
in 1919, from Ginling College.

“A Student’s Appreciation”
Two outstanding pictures of Mrs. Hipps,
(Miss Lydia Brown in my college,) impress
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me deeply. One as my teacher, earnest, pa-
tient and cheerful; the other as my advisor,
open minded and sympathetic. She had a
ready heart to understand whatever difficul-
ty you were in, and was ever generous to
give suggestions freely. Never did she want
to prejudice her student with any biased
idea. She was ambitious for her students
in the way she gave a four year’s course in
harmony in two years. Her wonderful
musical talent and her mastery of both
theory and practice made us feel the study
with her the greatest pleasure. We always
anticipated her class hour in the studio as
an hour of enjoyment. There we felt the
warmth of her radiant personality, there our
puzzled minds were clarified, our discords
made harmonious, added to all this her de-
lightful humor which set our natures right
for many a day to come.

We wondered at the spontaneous man-
ner in which she worked and played with
us. Because of her motherly affection for
us, by calling us children, we entitled her
“Mamma Brown.” Nothing satisfied her
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more than seeing a student grin from ear to
ear at having seen the most ridiculous mis-
take she had made in her composition. Then
she whispered smiling, “You're a good
girl! You've saved at least the waste of
one red pencil mark.”

The great lesson she taught us was her
own intense love of simplicity. She enjoy-
ed simple music. In teaching us to analyze
the most complicated form of music, and to
reduce it to the simplest chords, she led us
to see deeper into the human actions of life,
how they could be analyzed, and how dis-
connected units could be interrelated into
one vast harmony of life.

With a baby organ she made music which
sounded like a pipe organ. It was her wish
and ambition for her students to render
beautiful church music. Her advice was to
produce the best music from the poorest in-
strument you could have. “Be the master of
your instrument, instead of being mastered
by it,” was a reraark she frequently made.

One rich experience I had with her I
must pass on to those who want to know

28

more about her. It happened six years ago
in a summer Y. W. conference at Hang-
chow. One early Sunday morning she took
three of us to a quiet hill top. Then she
read us reverently, “God of the Open Air”
by Henry Vandyke. Little did she know
then the effect it produced on her listeners.
They were awakened to find the secret of
her beautiful life. They became conscious of
the great source where she drew her inex-
haustible power of spiritual resourcefulness.
They too drank deep of the Fount of Life
which supplied and cherished such a noble
soul. This open life of freedom was in per-
fect tune with the Almighty God of the
Open Air.

It is only by reading over the poem she
once passed on to me that I find consolation
in hearing the echo of her living voice on
that lovely hilltop,—

“Then gently fall on sleep,
And breathe my body back to Nature’s care,
My spirit out to the God of the Open Air.”
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Room 903

150 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York
“Yarch 5, 1038

¥y dear Urse Irown:

T have been wanting, ever since the pamphlet, which
you prepared with such loving care as & memorial to Lydia, to sit down
and write you a long lettcre I have had the booklet on my desk at home,
and I have had it on my desk here, but so often the letters one wants to
write most, are the ones that do not get written, It was Lydie who met
me ir Shanghai, when I first entered China in the fall of 1919, and it
was Lydia and Daisy with whom I had my first dinner in China. Lydia's
ideals are a precious horitage for Ginling, both fgoulty and students. She
had & rare combination of the practical and the idealistic, and standards
that were both high and simple. I well remember some of her chapel talks,
especially one in which she told the girls of your work and interest. One
could hear & pin drop in the chapel as she talkeds

T often wonder, as I think of the poverty which this
next generation in China is going to face - all of them will face it, un-
less they are traitors - wmd of the poverty which many have always faced
in China, whether Lydia's ideals for development of Chinese music, and her
marvelous teaching and handling of the orgen, through the baby organ, is
not the emphasis which again we are going to nced most in cur Ginling *fusie
Departmente. China will need tco, women of Lydia's character and devotion,
a3 well as of her insight. One wonders if present day mothers are build-
ing deughters of Lydia's type. You certainly can be both proud end humble,
that you had such a great part in giving to China in the early days of
women's higher education, so rare a contribution as she was able to make.

We do eppreciate so much your generous gift of $2.00
for postage, in commection with the letters wirich we have been sending out
from China. Iive diaries have now come in from men, who were c¢n the Inter-
national Coummittee of the Safety Zome in that city. They run from December
10th through January 1llth, and are very terrible reading. The Japaneae
army of {ifty thousand soldiers were apparently permitted to run wild in
that city, and through that whole period, murders of wen and violations of
women, rofbing of the poor, looting of stores and burning of proporty was
a deily and nightly occurence., Ve are thankful that Ginling came through
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it more safely than other indtitutions, which were trying to protect the
miserable civilians. Constant patrolling of our campus by Yisz Vautrin

and her assistants , and the patrolling each might by ome of the American
men, made it possible to give more safety there than apparently was achieved

anywhere else.

Miss Vautrin is planning to use the campus this spring
for a training school for the widows of Nanking, trying to teach them how
to earn & living. There are hundreds of womem who have lost thelir husbands,
through the ferocity of this inwvading army, since it ocoupied the city,.

I was sorry to receive your card, teiling me of the loss
of your sistere I trust that she slipped awmy peacefully, and that the strain
was not too great for you. With deep sympathy to you, and with deep apprecie-
tion for your continued interest in Ginling, I am

RWG sam Very sirecerely yours,
Mrse. Ke We Brown

1014 Rellogg Avenue
Ames, Iowa
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NQV 8-~
1939

Mrs. Emory ROsS.
150 Fifth Avenue. New York. N.Y.

Dear Mrs. Rosse
Sometime today, I supnnoge you willl receive 2 letter from

me, which I wrote Monday evening, but did not get 1t into the mail, until

yesterday morning about nine o'eloeck, when the post-man ecame.About gix hours
after that,the envelope containing the General Newe Letter from Ginling Col=-
legéWIth the little article about the luncheon given Oct. 27th,"ir honor

g Department of Muegile, Just arriveéd

of Mi'Se Catherine Sutherland, of Ginlinec'
", esaen- With these,wae vour 1ittl

in America on furlough,""Wwithout Fanfare
peregonal note, written Nov. 6th, and the postmark on the envelope was Nov. 6.

and it came Alr Maill . It was mailed at Juset about the smame hour in

7"'P .Mo
whieh I wae writine to Your office, and maxkx enclosing my check for $5.00 .

That was certainly a strong illustration of Mental Telep-

athy, and I was very much impreesed by it, and feel that in some way, God
was back of it. You may not know that Lydia Brown, who went out to Ginling
in 1917, to organlize the Music Dept. was my daughter, and my interest in Gin-
ling has been continuous ever since that time. She wac there three yvears,(as
hanpy years ag any young woman ever livedz)then she ca”e home for a little
more than a year, and went back as Mres. J.B.Hipps to Shanghail Baptist College

he gave of her best for three more years, when the Lord took her to

where gh
her Heavenly Home, and her dear bodv was laid to rest in the International
She left a 1little boy, Owen,

Cemetary, in the French Concession in Shanghsi.

two years and five months old. He is 17 veares and four monthe old now, a Senio
in the Amerlcan School, and Precident of the School Senate. Mreg. 7av Sune New
goes to Lydla's "Garden of Remembrance " every Waster with flowers, or sends
them, and you can imagine what that means to me. Vr. Hions hag been_,a very
true gon to me. He married again with our entire endorszement, &n as been all
that we could wish, not havine taken Lvdia'e place, but having made = place

of' her own in 211 of our hearts.
I s#1d in my letter of the 6th, that I would be so glad

if my check could be for ten or one h undred timee as much, but I am sure that
you can understand that there are other calls, 2nd the amount of my check does
not measure my intereet in Ginling. I have read with great interest all the

reoorts and lettere which have come from Ginling, where cver the work was going

tarough the past ndonthe,

I was g0 i1mpressed with the exnerlence of vesterday, that
a younz mother, who 1g g0 very much intercsted

on,

I called un 3 very dear friend ,
always in Ginline and all Mission work, and told her the story, and then it
occurred to me to call another dear friend, nearer my own age, "ho knew and
loved Lydla, and hase been interseted 1in Ginline gince the davs when Lvdia was
there. She wag deeply interested arnd immediztelv said, "wWould vou send five
dollare ror me, to add to yours ?" I eonfess that I had not even thought of
thet 2ltho I kxnew ghe wag slwave ready to respond when called upon. I hastened
to say "Indeed I would ", and altho I have not vet egeen her to pget the five, I
am encloging another check, with %kx a thankful heart, znd the freeline thataod
le better to us than we aven exozet.

I see by the News letter that Ruth Chester is in Chenstu,
and I suppoce a letter addresced to the Union Unilversitv will

I have not done & very ¢ood Job tvpeing this letter, but

gnow you will excusge mistakes.

I am in ay 79th year, and I
/ 0o / ‘7‘"';"’%4:9!~{'1 s _,,‘;? ,(A/;,’/L)\Q . zzamu’llﬁ" ’ 4
A /| ézo-r %fi R /{J/%’ ’Z/‘:‘j R 2o (e

CALag e A8,
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reach her.
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9 November 1939

Dear Mrs. Brown;

We have your letter of Wovember 6,
1989 in which you enclosed a cheok for $56.00
for Ginling's ourrent budget. We have also
noted your request that we supply you with
addresses for some of your Ginling friends in
China. As Mrs, !momillan, who is Seore
of the Ginling Eoard of Founders, is out of
town for a few days, we are leaving your
letter for her final acknowledgnent, as she
will have more information about correot
addresses than we could give youl

Mearmhile, we have put your cheok
through the Treasurer's office, and the official
feceipt will go forward to you with Mrs.
Maomillan's reply.

Sincerely yours,

ACH ; Seoretary in the Ginling
Office.

Mree Ko e Brown
1014 Kellogg Avenue
Ames, Iowa




15 November 1939

Dear Mrs. Browng

Mrse. Ross has shared with me your very sweet
nmessapge which accompanied your checke 1t was my great
pleasure to know Lydia; she was & lovely person and her
going wes & greet loss.

Ve are acknowledging by this seme weil lirs.
Boltenstern's coriribution end are telling her that
you will share with her the news on the enclosed typed
sheet, just received from Chengtu.

Your messages to Ruth Clester cen be addressed
sinply "Ginling College, Chengtu, Szechuan, China".

Very sincerely yours,

Mree Te De HMecmillan
EBise

lrse Ke We Brown
1014 Kellogy Avenue
Aues

Iowa
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CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED /J NO. | CASHOR CHGH

DOMESTIC CABLE
TELEGRAM FULL RATE
| DAYLETTER DEFERRED . -

— CHECK
NIGHT CABLE

MESSAGE LETTER
NIGHT \ WEEK END
LETTER LETTER TIME FILED
gatrm:js ah(;luldcheckclass of aexiili;e
esired; otherwise message will be °
transmitted ag a full-rate ¢ \ 9: 42 A . M (] r
\____communication. _f NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

J. C, WILLEVER, FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

33

ITHACA, N.Y, FEBRUARY 15,

19

T MRS GEORGE H. ROUNDS
o

55 WEST 95 STREET
Street and No.

Place

NEW YORK CITY

I HEARTILY ENDORSE THE WORK OF GINLING COLLEGE.

GINGLING HAS STEADILY CARRIED ON THE CASE OF WOMEN'S EDUCATION

IN CHINA, AND TODAY IS THE LEADING COLLEGE FOR WOMEN IN THAT
COUNTRY

PEARL S. BUCK

CENDERISATIR i e e e e e TP O e
FOR REFERENCLE NUMEILR
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