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GINLING COLLEGE
NANKING, CHINA

Ginling College is a Christian missionary institution, The highest professional
standerds are desired in the members of its faculty, It is also expected that they
have a nzissionary motive and e Christiaen PUrpOBa.

APFLICATION FOR AP QINTMINT

Candidate Blenk No.l

Academie and Professional Record

Heme ___ Mghe) Ross Hhesd

Pres:nt Address 833 East Unlyersity ave ann Arbor Michigan

Permanent Address _gaomo
Place and date of birth St.lonis Missouri.

Asedomic Training (High School, College, University, &jeeial Courses, )

Datea dngtitution Degreos

St.lounis. Puhlic Schoals

University School of Mugile 1902=4 Same

Llogzkowski in Paris France 1908
i 4 1906

J e Berlin Germany I9I4

6. Professional lIxperience

Dates Institution Type of Hork

University.of Michigan P4 anq..Yeaching. .
oy 4 <

" Many,, concerti-oxer.sporiaod .of yeard...Accompanist. of Choral [nion
—-2nd Artists at Annual May Feativale knsemble conecerts,violin,Cello,

r Q

Episcop
7. List ell undergraduate and graduste courses which You have taken in your mejor field.

—~———ll8led above




-3 - Cendidete Blgnk #1

9. CGive nemes of four or more rersone, s tating their addrecses and positions who ecen
give informetion sbout your scademic training and your professicnal axperience,

l/Prof‘,Palmer' Christian U.of M. Ann Arbor (Organist)
o
~Rlalarl V.Moore 1j rector I.of M.Schaol af Music

Praf.Peter wiald U.af M. 904 Olivia Ave Ann Arbor

| -Deen kdw.H.Keaus U of .,

Cundidete Blenk § 8

Personal end Religious Record

Pull Name ___Mabel Ross Rhead VUL,
(%
Name in full of father Sanuel-Martin-Ress

Hame in rull of mother wliza Childerson

Addrsss of par nte Veceased

Nationality of naronte Scotich..and. knglish Bopn in-United-States

Occupation of father _ Contractop Of Business Buildings

Chureh membership of father and mother Presbyvterian

Ig your family inm sy@pathy with your desire to serve in Chine? they .are

Are you responsible for the snyment of any debta? No

Is enyone dependent upon you for muprort? NG

Bave you been morried? _ Yes My hushans died im Iao3

Are you engeged? Na

Could you happily aeccent Chinese es colleagnean and supericrs on tie eolloge mm%g%ﬁrg

0f vhat ehurch sre you now & member? presbyterian
ihen end vhere did you untte with the chureh? In ST.LOUIS2MO.

tow do you keep vital your religious 1ife% By Ryl df




UMABEL ROSS HHBAD PIANIST

Mabel Ross Rhead, Associate Professor of Piano,
in the School of Music of the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor,
is an artist of unusual ability. ©She has had a wealth of enviable
experience as soloist, both in recital and with orchestra, and as
ensemble player as well as accompanist. In all divisions she has
excelled to an admirable degree and has won the high admiration
of critical audiences throughout the country.

She has played with such orchestras as the Chicago
Symphony, The Detroit Symphony and The St. Louis Symphony. SHe has
appeared in the Choral Union and May Festival series at Ann Arbor and
has given many recitals at the University of Michig:ggin other
important music centers throughout the country, particularly in the
middle west. Her offerings are always well received.

She is a graduate of the University of Michigan, School
of Music and has been a member of its faculty for a number of years,
having advanced from Instructor to Assistant Professor and finally,
Associate Professor. Her American training has been supplemented by
extensive foreign study and coaching under eminent world master
pedagogues.

Music critics wherever she has appeared, have been

enthusiastic in their words of commendation and flattering enconiums

have appeared in the columns of the leading metropolitan papers as

well as music Journals of the country.




(PRESS NOTICE)

Ossip Gabrilowitsch, conductor, and his splendid
symphony orchestra last night in Hill Auditorium won
a very high degree of esteem in the hearts of Ann Arbor
musicians and lovers of music through the careful musiclan-
ly exposition of a fine program.

Mrs. George B. Rhead, a favorite planist with Ann
Arbor audiences appeared as sololst with the orchestra
and was accorded a splendid ovation for her masterly per-
formance of Grieg!s concerto for piano and orchestra (A
minor)

N The three movements of whieh it 1s
constructed revealed wide varleties of musical themes and
treatments and its colorings were exquisilteiittRERPHOEHHEMR

Mrs. Rhead's playing was faultless and artistry in
itself.~-~"Ann Arbor Times News" - November 18, 1819.
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34 Churchill Street
Little Falls, New York
March 10, 1937

Miss Sallie Lou MacKinnon

Board of Missions

Methodist Episcopal Church,South
Nashville, Tennessee

My dear Miss MacKinnon:

Mrse Marjorie Pe Nield , Secretary of the Smith College
Vocational Office, has notified me that you are seeking a
teacher in Music for Ginling College.

I am very much interested and would like to have an appoint-
ment with you when you come North. While I can not (et S
time) promlse anything definite in case you were at all
interested in me, I would like to see you and talk it over
with you.

I have asked Mrse Nield to send you my papers.

Briefly- Teacher's Certifecate in Piano - - 1919
Conservatory of Musilec, Utica N.Y

AeBe Smith College, Major in Piano and Theory- -1923

One Summer-study- Piano and Concert Repertoire- 1926
with Mr. Thuel Burnham, 10 Fifth Ave. New York City

Wiork on Master's Degree- Syracuse University, 1936-37

Syracuse, New York

l. Vocational and REducational Guidance

2e HEducational Tests and Measurements

Se¢ Educational Soclology

4s Curriculum Construction in Secondary School

Adminigtration
Se Advanced Educational Psychology

EXPERIENCE

l. Teacher of Piano- 1923 to 1926
Wesleyan College, Macon, Georgia

e Teacher of Piano, 1926 to 1927
Mary Baldwin College, Staunton, Virginia

S5e Teacher of Piano and Harmony - =~ 1928 to 1932
Lindenwood College, SteCharles, Missouri

4. Teacher of Piano, Harmony, Ste.Singing and Ear-training
Little f'alls College Center-- under the supervision
of Syracuse University.

Se¢ Supervisor and Reglstrar, Collegiate Center
Little Falls, New York June 1934 to present date

I might pause here to explain the Center--




MAR 101 i

Miss Sallie Lou MacKonnon # 2 1 93 7
Re: Music, position, Ginling College

THE LITTLE FALLS COLLEGIATE CENTER

In 1933 , November, the government
made allotments to- the individual
States for the purpose of Adult
Education.

New York State uses a great share
of this allotment to maintain g
group of Collegiate Centers which
are in reality "Juniar Colleges”.

These are supervised by various
Universities or Colleges which are
State Collegeses Our group is

under the direction of Syracuse
University, the various departments
of which, plan the courses, make

out the Final Examinations, grade
them, and return to us the final
grade of each studente. Credit is
allowed by the University as tho the
student were enrolled there and the
students may transferr as Juniieors to
practically any school in the United
States.

O0fficially I am known as "Registrar
and Supervisor". Actually I plan
the curriculum, the student's
courses, hire and fire, supervise
the teachers and the student
group activities,the cafeteria,
keep all the records, handle all
the payrolls and the finances of
the school.(A combination of
Guidance counsellor, Bursar,Dean
and what ever problem comes up

in administration.

This may not seem to you to be of any value in my experience
along music lines. Personally,I feel that this administrative
experience has been invaluable. It also explains why my
Magter's is in Education instead of Music,

I have been directing the school orchestra, the school Glee
Club, and have been teaching Piano, Harmony and Keyboard
Harmony along with my other duties.

If I may have an appointment with you, when and where would
it occur ?




MAR 10

Miss Sallie Lou MacKinnon #3 1 93 7
Re: Music, position, Ginling College.

I am 36 years old, in good health, a Communicant of the
Episcopal Church, and am usually happy where ever I am
located if engaged in work I like. OFf course, I am happy
in the figld of Music.,

May I hear from you soon 2

Very truly yours

Esther Rhodes ( Smith '23 )
Supervisor and Reglstrar
Little Falls Collegiate Center




GINLING COLLEGE, NANKING, CHINA

APPLICATION FOR APPOINTMENT

Candidate Blank #1.
Academic and Professional Record

1. Name ___ . Esther Rhodes _

2. Present Address 34 Churchill Street, Little Fans, New York

5. Permanent address J&_Ghumhill Street, Little Falls, New York
(Town of Danube??) rural district near

4. Place and date of birth Little Falls, May 30, 1900

S« Acndemic Trnining (High School, College, University, Special Courses.)

Dates Institution Degrees
. New York State Regents
1914-1918 Little Falls ,High School College Entrance Diploma
1948-1919 Little Yalls High School- post graduate year
1019-19238 ~~ Smith College ,Northampotn,Magse AeBe (Music Major)
1914-1919 Conservatory of Music,Utica,N.Y Teacher's Certificate
: in Piano 1t
Summer 1926 Special Study with Thuel Burnham,New York City
i TR R concert Planist- study of repertoire-concert & teaching
1u.Ll 1935 ixtension course-Syracuse University-
(Work on Master's Degree) Vocational and Educational Guidance
Fall 1936-FEducational Tests & Measurements:Tducational Sociology-Syracuse University
6. Professional Experience Spring 1937-Advanced Rduc.Psychologys and
Curriculum Construction and Organization in Secondary quCatlon--
Dates g Ins+itu+10n Type of Work
Wesleyan Coll lege Conservatory
Fall 1925=TJune 192 liacon, Georgla Teacher of Piano
Mary Baldwin College
Rall 1926-Tune 1927 Staunton, Virginia Teacher of Piano-
Lindenwood College Teacher of Piano,
Fall 1¢28-June 1932 SteCharles, Missouri Harmony ,Keyboard Harm,
Collegiate Center Teacher of PIlano,
Fall 19335=-3dne 1934 Little Falls, N.Y HarmonyjKeyb'd Harm;St.Singing
and Bar-Tralining
Tune 1934 1o _Registrar and Supervisor of Little Falls Collegilat
present date Center- an extension two-year college Bf Syracuse
University-Financed by W,P.A, for students who otherwise
could not afford a College Rducation,(See letter)

7. List all undergraduate and graduate courses which you have taken in your
major field.

f
{
4

Dates Institution Title of Course

All work at Utica wasfdurihg my _ Utica Conserveatory Sight Singing
High Schocl years-sometime Ear Trainihg:
between 1912_and 1919 History ' 'nf Music
Harmony
Piano




AN Candidate Blank

Dates Institution Title of Cource

19191928 Smith-College. Theory of Music & Piano

1920-1921 " " Harmony & Piana

1921-1022 T el -—Compasition & Coutterpoint

Keyboard Harmony
Piano
General History of Music
and Musicians from earliest
times to the present.
Musical Porm and Eree
Compositim
Counterpoint, Canon-and Fugue
Special Topiecs in Music History
—Contemporary Musical -Tendencies

Plano
Qrgan

Special Study « Plano-Lessons~——speeisl
with Thuel Burnhem, study in Concert and

Concert Artist, New  Teaching Repertoine, —
York City-

List all undergraduate and graduate courses you have taken in allied fields
which you feel have been helpful in your major field.

Dates Institution Title of Course

1919-1920 ; Smith .
1920-192 L History of English

% Literatnre
1919-1920 f 4th year French
1921-1¢22 " Psychology=Logic
1922-1923 it Drame
1921 -1922 n History and Principles

of Education

1935-Fall Syracuse University Educdtional and

Extension Vocational Buidance
1936 PFall . Syracuse Univers}ty Educational Tests and
Measurements—
% 4 ! Educational Sociology

19373pring " i Advanced REducationsal

also(1937) Curriculum Construction in Secondary Education---~Psycholo
9. Give names of four or more persons, stating their addresses and positions,
who can give information about your academic training and your professional
experience. i

All namesof references and proples of recommendations are on.
file at the Smith College Vocational Office and may be had from
thet—source--——covering scademie training and experience—thru .
June 1932,

Also letters in regard to present position and recommendations are

—op—file—in—that——same-offices
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Candidate Blank #2
Personal 2nd Religious Record

Full nzme Father Rhaodes

Full name of father Williem Svlvester Rhodes

Fu1l name of mother Libbie A. Jones Rhodes

Address of parents ___ 24 Ghuprehill Street, Little Falls. New Yonk

Nationality of parents American

Father's occupation Lawyer
v

Church membership of parents _pathen-Presbyterisn:-Mother-Episcopalian
Is your family in sympathy with your desire to serve in 0

My Family never stand in the way of anything they think to my advantagell
Are you responsible for the payment of m.Zy debts'?y : J 7 ge

f)ne personal loan-- no debts at stores etc--owe my tuition at Syracuse-
s anyone dependent upon you for support?

Three:Father,Mother,Great Aunt,
Have you been married? No

12. Are you engaged? No

13, Could you happily accevot dé/m« as colleagues and superiors on the school
faculty? _vgg

14, Of what church are you a member?

OB e onalian 7
vv.b’“-h e LA

1912,Presbyterian,Little Falls
193E-changed—

15. When and where did you unite with the church?

Little “all
e
16. How do you keep vital your religious life? Gl

Regular attendant,communicant,member of Choi ber of Emman
& 17.  Through what forms of ré igious acti&ity fa'vrgeg:“mf} given ymu?' r%f%qvg%:'élf

expression? see above

W ehip

1

Will you give loyal support to the fundamental €hristian nurpose of the college,
the furtherance of the cause of Christ in s Ry

Will you be willing so to order your life that its influence may be reflected in
a deepening love for Christ and a desire to follow him?

s s e )
Write at sufficient length to make it an introduction to you a sketch of your-
self, including in it the following points: parcntage and ancestry; home life;
health, including any illnesses you have had; friendships; use of leisurec time;
social interests and special activities; church life; fundamental religious
convictions; and reasons for interest in teaching at 4Q;;Aﬁ;;7 C&4z2j¢a i
If it is possible, please type this sketch and put it on paper of similar
size to this, and return with this blank.

Please enclose a recent photograph of yourself, preferably with fron view,
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distﬁnct outlines, and printed on smooth, white paper. Give date of photo-
grapn.

25. References:

In addition to the references asked for.on the Academic and Professional blank,
give the names and addresses of eight people, at least three of whom must be
women, and state the capacity in which they have known you. It is suggested
that these references be divided people who have known you well in the
following ways: as a student, as a teacher, in church relationships, as a
personal friend.

1'Mgv—cvcwRing,Superinzendenh_Qf_sﬂhggla+LiLLlQ_§allﬁ4_ﬂ.Y

Immediate Supervisor and Advisor in my present position as Registral

S B o slyn Helghts, Long Island
former Superintendent here at Little Falls
5'Myr—Geoyge—A»wGilgerv_ln‘LActing_Dirantgn_gf_hhﬂ_cgllsge Center

located at Littlg Falls )address-College of Forestry,Syracuse University,Syracuse,N.

Church relation);’ IsPitusyReetorof-the—Emmanuel Epl
sAlbany Street, Little Falls, N.Y
Prefessor—HyDsoloopon,Vorgonnes,Vermont-teacher in the Music

as a student) Dgpartment at Smith College at the time I was enrolled there.

Dean—Atiece—gipson;hindenwood—Bollege,3t.Charles,Missourl

as & teacher)

Vs Estaré-Redford,-Middiebury, Vermont — — Uik

personal friénd while at Smith - also later in general

%1ss—ﬂﬂa—Byer—T&ekerymDep&rtment—eﬁ_Home_Economics______

Lindenwood College, St.Charles, Missouri

personal friend- also as teacher at Lindenwood

(7

l//91 Mre. Fe.R.Bullnck, Organist
Ermanuel FEpiscopal Church
Little Hallg, Ne¥
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COLLEGIATE CENTER
MONROE ST. SCHOOL
LITTLE FALLS, NEW YORK

Personal History

ESTHER RHODES- 34 Churchill Street,Little Falls, N,V

Mother's Family:

Father's Family:

Family life:

Descendant of Jones(Welch) and Champion(English)
families. Farmers-first in Nova Scotia,driven out

by the British, settled in Mohawk Valley{ also

some German on her Mother's side)

Mother born in Illinois(1866," Inthink).Pioneer

land- Grandfather ,homesick,returned to Mohawk
Valley Farms 8 children:later a cheesemaker:
Returned to farming.

GreatAunt adopted Mother when she was 14 and put her
thru boarding schools etec in Clinton, N,Y.

Taught School until her marriage.Seemed to do well
in anything she tried-music, art, Latin, Math etc.
English, some Scotbh I think:

Father born an brought up in an Adirondack lumber
camp- no schoolong except that given him and his 4
brothers and sisters by their Mother- a few months
in a country school in the winters: Took State exams
and recelved a Certificate to teach in Country School
Was making six dollars a week when Mother married
him, teaching school--(two children, my brother and
myself born while he was still teaching school)
Father studied by himself evenings, Mother gave
Music lessons,(Grandfather let them have the

tenant house on the farm, all the wood and vegetables
Father could cut and raise etce.) Father passed

the Regents examinations and then began to study law
by himself- later passed the bar exams and opened an
office here in Little Falls when I was about three
vears olde.

Mother and PFather both had had to make their own
way and were rather serious with my brother and my-
self- Tutored us at home and we never went to school
until we were ready for the 5th and 6th grades- resul
was that we perhaps did not get on so well socially
with children our own age and were somewhat shy

but were way ahead of the others in reasoning for
ourselves and in ambitions etc.

Mother read the"Story of the Bible"to us daily
instead of Fairy Stories- and we were at Church
once on Wednesdays and three times on Sundays--




COLLEGIATE CENTER 1 93 4
MONROE ST. SCHOOL
LITTLE FALLS, NEW YORK

ESTHER RHODES- Personal- page 2.

Had everything that our parents thought was either
necessary, to our advantage, that they could afford-
which meant good health, good education, dancing
schools, swimming , tennis etec.

Brother developed an interest in Electrical Engineering
and graduated from R.P,I. and is now with the Hyyck
Woolen Mills in Albany, N.Y

Meanwhile, I star6ed begging my Mother to teach

me to play the piano when I was three years old.

By the time I was four I could read perfectly at sight
altho slowly. When I was tan I obtained a scholoarship
in the Utica Conservatory of llusic and studied there
untill I went to Smithe

Health- Father a semi-invalid, pernicious anaemia
now at 70,
Mother- as well as can be expected at her age-
Great-Aunt, 90 years old- a little feeble but
is well-
Brother- perfect as long as I can remember-
Myself- healthy on the whole- have had a few
accldents such "flu" , broken knee-cap in
slipping on a College Floor- healed without
operations and is as flexible as ever-
Wear glasses for astigmatizm.
Freindships and
use of leisure time- Friendships usmmlly formed thru Church or work-
among fellow teachers, choir members etc-Belong to
a sorority which meets twice a month for dinner
and contract bridge at the homes of the members-dates
back to High School days--No steady men friends-
altho occasionally a dinner or dance or bridge with
mixed groups.

Am Interested 1n architecture, antiques, landscaping,
sketehing- love to experiment with new recipes, cook,
sew and work in the gamrden-~ Like tennis, swimming and
picnics, hikes etc-

Read plays, latest best sellers, some of the llomen's
magazines- the New York Times- and lately in connectim
with my work at Syracuse, am@ reading current trends
in Hducatlion as articles appear in the newspapers etce

Religion- Changed to Episcopalian from Presbyterian because I
felt that the Episcopal Church always offered me something [
that I did not seem to get elsewhere- perhaps it is
the dignity of the service and the ritual- for the
fundamental beliefs are the same- perhaps because




COLLEGIATE CENTER I
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LITTLE FALLS, NEW YORK

I was famlliar with 1t thru my Mother-

Interest in Ginling- I have always felt that travel, living in
various and diversified surroundings,among
people and customs foreign to ours were
educationally broadening- I have a great
interest in people,as such, and feel that
I would love working with and among the
Chinese- In case there are swmmer vacations
I would like to spend them in reaearch in
Oriental Music- I feel that I could beneflt
a lot from contacts there-

All of the above may seem too selfish but
is not intended to convey that impression,
but rather the fact that I like to progress
and would really be interested in working
theree

It 1s quite possible that the Government will
discontinue the Collegiate Centers this June
(1937) and I shall be looking for a positim for
next Fall- It would seem that this would be an
opportunity that I should not overlook.

As for my three dependents- I have taken care of them
for the past four years and my Brother is well

able to take the responsibility for the next

three years( He has an excellent position and

has no one but himself and his wife- no children)

in case I should be fortunate enoggh to obtain

the position at Ginlinge.




SUNMMARY OF CONFIDENTIAL IN#ORMATTON
CONCERN LNG

ESTHHR RHODES

AGHE: Bom May 30, 1900
DENOMINATION: Epsscopal
EDUCATIOUN:
1914-1918 Little Falls High School, N. Y. state regents college entrance
diploma
1918-1919 Post-graduate work at Little Falls High School
1919-192% Smith College, Worthampton, Mass., A. B., Music major
1914-1919 Conservatory of lMusic, Utica, N. Y., teachers' certificate in
piano
fall of 1938 lLxtension course, Syracuse University, Vocational and Educational
Guidance (work on masters degree)
Summer of 1926-Special study with Thuel Burhham, New York city concert pianist,
study of repertoire, concert and teaching
Fall of 1986 Hducational Tests & Measurements: Educational sociology, Syracuse
University

AXPERIBNCHE :
Fall 1923-June 1926 Wesleyan College Conservatory
Macon, Ga. Teacher of piano
Fall 1926=June 1927 WMary Baldwin College
Staunton, Va. leacher of piano
Fall 1988=June 1932 Lindenwood College Teacher of piano, Harmony,
5t. Charles, Mo. Keyboard Harmony
Fall 193%-June 1934 Little Falls, Collegiate Center-Teacher of piano, Harmony,
St. Singing add Bar-Training
and Keyboard Harmony
June 1934 to present-Registrar and Superviscer of
Litile Falls Collegiate Center,
an extension two-year college of
Syracuse University, financed by W. P. A.
for students who otherwise could not afford
a college education (see letter)

FACULTY RECOMMENDATIONS:

Feb, 3, 1925: "Miss HKsther Rhodes is a splendid performer (but seldom has a
chance to earn a living by playing). She is well trained also in Theory of Music
and could give instruction in Hurmony. Zesides this she would meke a successful
teacher of piano. She also plays orgsn well, though is not yet an advanced performer!
Wilson T. Moog, #ssoc. Prof, of Music

Feb. 3, 1923: "I found Miss Rhodes an earnest, sympathetic and gracious young
woman".=--~Robert Seneca Smith, Prof. of Biblical Literature

Feb., 5, 1923: "Miss Rhodes is very conscientious in all that she does. She is
neat in appearance, and quiet and reserved in manner."--Alice lames, Head of House

Feb., 15, 1923: "Miss Rhodes has considerable talent in music. She is conscien-
ticus and ought to do well. I cordially recommend her."--H. U. Sleeper, Frof. of Musie

Feb., 17, 19283: "Mise listher Rhodes is doing excellent work with me and I rec-
ommend her as a talented pianiste capable of teaching. Li my estimation she hag a
bright, cheefful personality and 1 b:lieve she possesses the ability to mske a success
of whatever she undertakes. Her understanding of the production of tone and tech-
nigque is very thorough".--Bdward Morris, Asst. Prof. of lusic




Page 2--MISS ESTHER RHODES June 24, 1926 1 92 6

"This is to certify that Miss Hsther Rhodes has received the Teachers' Certifi-
cate from the Utica Conservatory of Music in 191¢.

She studied the piano with me and gave unmistakable evidence of a highly gifted
musical nature., As far as I can remember, her technical work was even at that time
more advanced than that of the average student, and I am certain that by this time
she must have gained considerably, for she has been keeping up her study wheree er
opportunity permitted, and she belongs to that type of students that always watches
her development,

Miss Rhodes possesses sgtrong personality and has excellent qualities as a teacher;
she 1s energetic and willing to work not only for herself but for others". --Johannes
Magandanz, Director of lusic, Utica Conservatory of lusic, Utica, N. Y,

Jan, 28, 1927: M"Miss Hsther Rhodes has exceptional piano talent; she is intelligent
and progressive., ©She is a brilliant player, capable of giving recitals and is a
sincere and earnest teacher, and I recommend her with pleasure."==-Thuel Burnham,

10 ¥Fifth Avenue, New York.

EVMPLOYLERS' RECOMMENDATIONS:

June 10, 1924: "Miss Rhodes has given fine satisfaction as teacher of Piano
at Wesleyan College during the year 192%-24. \ie have been highly pleased with her
work".-=Wm. . Quillian, president, Wesleyan College, Macon, Ga.

June &4, 1926: "I consider it a privilege to recommend liss Esther Hnodes
as a planist and teacher of more than usual ability. Miss Rhodes was a member of
our faculty for three years, during which time I had the pleasure of watching the
results of her work. She is a musician of the highest ideals and compels the ad-
miration and respect of her students, whom she attracts and holds by reason of her
ability as a performer and teacher and by her magnetic personality.

Miss Rhodes is a very excellent solo pianist and has appeared in concert with
signal success. MHer teaching reveals a grasp of the principles of pedagogy and a
working out of piano methods that will make her connection with any school of mu sic
a vValuable one. She is a splendid American character, possessing the vital init iative
of" the race, controlled by rare common sense and good judgment. Altogether I com -
sider Miss Rhodes to be a strong institutional teacher and I commend her to the con-
sideration of committees needing the services of one who is in all ways gualified
to Till a position of importance as a teacher of piano."~=Joseph baerz, Director
Wiesleyan Conservatory of Music, Macon, Ga.

Jen. 21, 1989: "lliss Lsther Rhodes has been connescted with Lindenwood Col-
lege liusic Uepartment since September of the present school year. She has done
satisfactory work as far as I know and is very acceptable to the students."=-John
L. Roemer, president, Lindenwood College, St. Charles, MNo.

April 25, 1932: "I am writing in behalf of Miss Lsther Rhodes, who has been
for four years a teacher of Piano and lheory at Lindenwood College. Miss Rhodes
has the advantage over other teachers of lfusic in that her education is much broaier
and more liberal than theirs., She has a degree from Smith College in additiocn to
the special work which she has done in music.
Miss Rhodes is an exceedingly good teacher of Theory, insisting as she does
upon thoroughness and accuracy foom her students, and we have been very proud of
the record of many of the students sent out from her teaching. Miss RKhodes is a lso
a very good musician herself and in her recitzl work has made a very fine impression.
I am glad to recommend Miss Rhodles and shall be happy to answer any more spe-
cific questions that may be asked concerning her."--ilice Ii. Gipeon, Dean, Lindenwood
College, St. Charles, Mo.
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March 24, 1933: "Miss ssther tthodes taught piano and harmony very successfully
for us during the years 1928-1932. ©She is particularly good in teaching harmony;
thoroughness and complete knowledge of her subject make this her strongest ptint."--
John Thomas, Director of Music, Lindenwood College, St. Charles, Mo,

July 19, 1935: "Miss hsther Rhodes is now acting as Reglstrar of the Little
Falls Collefiate Center. This Center is an E. R. A. project, prbviding collegiate
instruction for the first two years of college under the supervision of Syraca se
University and the State Bducation Uepartment. She has been Registrar for more than
a year and during this time has shown herself to be very efficient in the handling
of clerical and administrative work.

I believe that she has developed with the position and has become efficlent as
time has gone on. She is a young lady of pleasing personality and seems to be
socially inclined. She has proven herself to be capable of taking responsibili ty
and being thorouchly reliable."--Carlyle C. Ring, Supt. of Schools, Little Hally,N.Y.

May 9, 1936: "Miss Hsther khodes is teachiug Piano, wlementagy and Advancel
Harmony, and Sight Singing and Kar-training at the State Collegiate Center, Little
Falls, N. Y.

She has three students who are working for credit in the College of Fine Arss
at Syracuse University. She has brought these students to Syracuse at the end of
each semester for three semesters where they have taken our regular exam inations in
these courses. Her students have always passeé& our examinations. From this 1
would Judge that bBhe is an efficient teacher of the subjects named above."-=H. L.
Butler, @ean, College of Kine Arts, Syracuse University, wyracuse, No Y.

May 9, 1936: M"Miss Rhodes was extremely successful in her music theory teach-
ing connection with the Junior College work in Little Falls. She is now acting as
Registrar and doing a capable job . M==F, R, Wegner, Supt. of Schools, Roslyn, N. Y.
(formerly at Little Falls)

Mey 13, 1936: "Miss Rhodes has continually acted as registrar of the Little
Falls Center since the sumner of 1934. Inasmuch as we are set up on a term system
she is now completing her eighth term as registrar there. In addition to her duties
as registrar, she has also offered, on a college lewel, dfreshman and Sophomore
courses in Harmony, Sight Singing, =nd Har-Training.

Ber work in music has beecn entirely satisfactory to Dean sutler of the College
of Tine Arts, Syracuse University, under whose direction it is conducted.

The bulk of Miss Rhodes' work at the Little Falls Center has been of an adminis-
trative nature. whe acts under the direction of this college and Syracuse University
and the Little Falls Board of kducation in taking charge of the Collegiate CUenter
there. The Little Falls Center is in fact, although not in name, a Hederally-supported
junior college. Her duties are greatly varied, and it ‘falls upon her to admit ctudents
schedule their courses, supervise the teaching staff, make reports, =nd have general
oversight of all the curriculum and extra-curricular activities of the Center. 1n ths
discharge of her duties we have at all times found Misg Hhodes meticulously careful
and a very easy person with whom to work. we are pleased to state that liiss Rhodes
has done ong the whole a very satisfactory job at the Little Falls Center.

Because of the uncertainty as to whether or not these centers will be continued
for another year, we would be very happy to have Miss Rhodes placed elsewhere, since
we Teel that she is capable and deserving of a good position."--Frank B, Myers, Directo
New York State College of Forestry, Syracuse University, Syracuse, Ne Yis

May 19, 1936: "Miss Rhodes has been very successful in her work in this city."--
F. R. Bullock, Organist and Choir Director, Y. M. C. A., Little Falls, N. YAY
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MOTHER'S FAMILY: Descendant of Jones (HKedsh) and Champion (English) families.
Farmers--first in Nova Scotia, driven out by the British, settled in lohawk Valley
(also some German on her mother's side). Mother wgs born in Illinois (1866, 1 think)
Pioneer land., Grandfather, homesick, returned to liohawk Valley Farm. GHight children.
Grandfather was a cheesemaker and a farmer. Great=-iunt adopted lother when she was

14 and put her through boarding-schools in Clinton, N. Y. She taught school until
her marriage; seemed to do well in anything she bried--music, art, Latin, Math., etc.

FATHER'S FAMILY: KEnglish, some Seotch, I think. HFather was born and brought up in
an adirondack lumber camp=--no schooling except that given him and his four brothers
and sisters by their mother--a few months of country school in winters. Took state
examinations and received a certificate to teach in country schools., Was making six
dollars a week when liother married him, teaching school (two children were born while
he was still teaching school) Father studied by himself evenings, lMother gave music
lessons (Grandfather let them have the tenant house on the farm, all the wood and
vegetables Fatier could cut and raise, etc.) Father passed the Regents examinations
and opened an office here in Little Falls when I was about three years old.
FAMILY LIFE: Mother and Fathef hoth had had to make their own way and were rather
serious with my brother and myself--tutored us at home =nd we never went to school
until we were ready for the fifth and sixth grades. The result was that we perhas
did not get on so well socially with children our own age and were somewhat shy
but were way shead of the others in reasoning for ocurselves znd in ambitions, ete
iother read the "Story of the Bible" to us daily instead of fairy stories, and we
were at church once on ‘ednesdays and three times on Sundays. le had everything
that our parents thought was either necessary or to our advantage, that they could
afford--which meant good health, good education, dancing schools, swimming, tennis, etec.

Brother developed an interest in #lectrical dngineering and graduated from.RwP.I.
end is now with the Iuyck Woolen Lills in Albeny, N. Y.

Memawhile, I started begging my mother to teach me to play the piano when I was
three years old. By the time 1 was four I could read perfectly at sight although
slowly. when I was ten L obtained a scholarship in the Utica Conservatory of lusic

e

and studied there until I went to Smith.

Health: TFather, a semi-invalid, pernicious anaemia now at 70

Mother, as well as can be expected at her age

Great-aunt, ¢0 years old, a little feeble but is well

Brother, perfect as long as I can remember

Wyself, healthy on the whole; have had a few accident& sich as
T'lu, broken knee-cap in slipping on a college floor (healed
without operation and is now as flexible as ever) 1 wear
glasses for astigmatism.

FREENDSHIPS ANw USE OF LEISURE TIME: Friendships usually formed through church or
work among fellow teachers, choir members, etc. Belong to a sorority which meets
twice a month for dinner and contract bridge at the homes of the members--dates back
to high school days; no steady men friends, although occasionally a dinner or dance
or bridge with mixed groups.

am interested in architecture, antiques, landscaping, sketching; love to ex-
periment vwith new recipes, cook, sew, and work in the garden; like tennis, swimming
and picnics, hikes, etc.

Read plays, latest best sellers, some of the women's magazines, the New York
Times; lately in connection with my work at Syracuse I am reading current trends in
education as articles appear in newspapers, etc.
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Religion--Changed to Episcopalian from Presbyterian because 1 felt that the Episcopal
Church always offered me something that I did not seem to get elsewhere--perhaps itis
the dignity of the service and the ritual--for the fundamental beliefs are the same
perhaps because I was familiar with it through my mother.

INIEREST IN GINLING: I have always felt that travel, living in various and diversif ied
surroundings, among people and sustoms foreign to ours were educationally broadenin g-

I have a great interest in people, as such, and feel that I would love working with

and among the Chinese. In case there are summer vacations I would like to spend hhem
in research in Oriental music. I feel that I could benefit a lot from contacts there.

All this may seem too selfish but is not intended to convey that impression but
rather the fact that I like to progress and would really be interested in working there.

It is quite possible that the government will discontinue the Collegiate Centers
this June (1937) and I shall be looking for a position for next fall. It would sesm
that this would be an opportunity that I should not overlook.

As for my three dependents--1 have taken care of them for the past four yeers
and my brother is well able to take the responsibility for the next three years (he
has an excellent position and has no one vut himsélf and his wife) in case I should
be fortunate enough to obtain the position at Ginling.




Zﬁ Spirituality
4 Judgment (common sanse
A Capacity for leadership

A Ability to work with others

[é Adantability

_t{__ Unselfishness
lj:_ Cheerfulness
_;’i_ Scholarshin
‘14,__ Teaching ability

f/' Exccutive ability

j;’ __ Open-mindadness

ft Versatility

;CONFIDENTIAL CANDIDATE INFORMATION FEGAPDING _Miss Esther Rhodes

How long have you knovn the candidate? T ... AM

In what relations have you known her? %W %K W”ﬁﬂ m

N Qe oot
Among women you know how would you rank her on the characteristics listed
below? (Indicate rark by letters: A, superior: B, average; C, below
average. Make any comment you desire in addition. )

Rank Characteristics: Remarks:

W Lo 4/41/!/7”

4 Promutness

i
_li_ Refinement

= Benge of order and neatnese

Z]g‘ Physical =ndurance b v _

4.

State your opinion of hdr onrsonalltv and Chr3 t"*n character an‘
devotion.

a? 4
Make any statement which will sive your frecst 091n1u n of the O'ndldatc.

;idé,p '1>1; ‘2{;2

Rector, &mmanuel Episcopal Church, Little Yalls,
N
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MAY 26 1937
MISS ESTHER RHODES

34 CHURCHILL STREET
LITTLE FALLS NEW YORK

FLORENCE TYLER SECRETARY GINLING COLLEGE BOARD FOUNDERS ATTENDING
INSTITUTE WORLD CHRIST IANITY CONFERENCE COLGATE ROCHESTER DIVINITY
SCHOOL ROCHESTER NEW YORK STOP IF SHE CAN ARRANGE TO SEE YOU AT
LITTLE FALLS SCHENECTADY OR ALBANY MAY 31 OR EARLY JUNE FIRST COULD
YOU SEE HER IF STILL INTERESTED MUSIC POSITION GINLING STOP TYLER LEAVES
ROCHESTER NOON FRIDAY STOP FRIDAY NIGHT ADDRESS CARE MRS ALICE VANS
ARDSDALE NIAGARA ON THE LAKE ONTARIO CANADA STOP SATURDAY SUNDAY
PART MONDAY CARR MRS LAWRENCE SMITH EAST MAIN STREET EAST AURORA NEW
YORK DUE NEW YORK CITY NOT LATER THAN NOON TUESDAY WIRE TYLER
POSSIBILITIES IF INTERESTED.

R W GRIEST,.

Ginling College
Suite 903
150 Fifth Avenue




Suite 903

150 Fifth Avenue
New York, New Tork
June 1, 1937

Wy dear iiiss MacKimnon:

I hgve just talked with Miss Tyler who spent two hours with Migs Rhodes
in Utica, New York, yesterday. Iliss yler will write you wn greater detail
of this interview. This is a summary of what she has just given me over the
telephones

She says it was a very satisfactory interwiew. HNiss Rhodes is
exactly the kind of person that she would like to send oute Wisgs
Tyler believes, if she is any judge of character, that she has an
oven disposition and she says she has a very attfactive personalitye.
She is very nice looking end was well dressed, in good taste., Iiss
Tyler put before her our whole musical program and problem at Ginling,
e:plaining the need for “inling to take its place in the community,
and the position which Mrs. Rhead has held this yeare. ©She said that
Miss Rhodes seemed to understend emd grasp quickly the importance of
the position and not to be frightened by ite She has played over the
radio on the Stelmway hour, but she admits that her recemt work has
mede it diffiocult for her to keep herself up in concert works. If she
is to go, however, she will work on that again at once. Miss ‘yler
says that she is keen to go but she is not pushing it. Her parents
are both seventy, but they heve faced this together and her parents
are willing for her to go. Her brother is ready to take over respon~
sibilities which she has carried for her parents. ©She is emxious to
g£o for a three-year terme

She is, as you kngw, an Episcopalien who has gone into the Epis-
copal Church fwom the Presbyterians She is active in the church and
Miss Tyler feels that there will be no difficulty at all on that soore
and that she unmderstands the importance of & geunuine Christian convie=-
tion, both for her omm sake on the field and also in relation to the
work that she would have to do at Ginlinge She has helf of the credits
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towards a Masters degree in Bduscation et Syracuse University, in
addition to the other work which I think appears in her papers,

is of course, as you realize, a Smith College music majors MNiss
Tyler said that it was impoasible for her to manage in such a way that
she could hear her play, She regrets this but feels that she would
not have played om the Steimway hour unless she had ability, and her
recommendations indicate thkt she is an able teadher of pianc.

but is willing to stay over.
er her health is such that she
j partment is coming home, so that
from their point of view it is imperative that we semd them word soon
of our decision here.

It may be that you have very much better material in mind than
liss Rhodese I am sending on as quickly as possibly Miss Tylert's
you can balance her against others on your list, I
as it 1a possible for you to let
on the misis situation is and who
: Miss Ricketts and Miss Rhodes--and of
oourse I lmow about Mige Bickett,

Sincerely yours,
K.\ .Z/.c.e«'f‘

RG/EA

Miss Sallie Lou MacKimmon
Doctors Building
Nashville, Tennessee
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iiiss Sallie Lou iéacKinnon
Doctors Building
Nushville, Tennessee

iy dear Miss MacKinnon: _
|
I went to Rochester last week and had a wost interesting weck at the
Institute on World Christianity where I saw a number of your friends - |
4r. doreland, Dr. Wasson, and others. While there I received a wire from |
filss Griest asking me to interview iliss Lgther Riodes 1t Little Falls,
New York, which I did on sonday sfterncon.

I vas lmuediately struck with her appearance. She was VGiy well
dressed, even saartly dressed, and u very nice looking girl. ®he seemed -
to me exactly the sort thut we like to send out. whe would deem to huve
an’ even dlsposition and to be a very high grude type of girl, who has
taken life zerlously on the whole and slways worked very hard and wade
tiie moat of everything she has. Gne tells me that she uukes sll her own
clothes, inc.uding her vinter couts. “he also likes to garden and to go
into the kitchen and beat up a cukej all this in additlon to having
studied music since she wus taree ycars old.

I did not hear her pluy - that did not seem pogsible - and though I |

am not wny music critic or expert I would like to be able to say that I
hud heard her. She told me she hud pluyed over the rudlo and was very
deeply interested in the idea thut she might be sble to do tuis in Nan-
king. ©he nus nluyed on the Steinway hour and for this resson I feel

she wust be good. Uhe has done a great dewl of rubliic resitsl work
and her recowsendations would indiecate thut she has had the type of ex-
erlence we would want. OChe wus deeply interestsd in the idea of Gin-
ting leading in muslc in Nanking.

I taliced for two hours with her und had inner slth her and in that
perlod there was not = single diss -ointment as far a8 I was concernaed.
There was no place at wiich [ wished she had been different. I have
interviewed & great many candidates and I have seldom interviewed one
who seemed to me on the whole so very acceptable in every way.
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Miss Sallie Lou MacKinnon - 2. - 'l 93 7

L did not want to write this to you until I had h:d & talk with
Hlgs Griest about lilss Beckett. Her experience seems almost better
than lilss Rhodes' but if she has a man in the offing or is not able
to deelde wmtlil it is really ver much too late for us then I helleve
I would be in favor of going ahead with iss Rhodes. :

I do not inow that there is anything further I can suy sbout éiss
Rhodes. {%]*I alked with her -hout her religion and the religlous aspects
of this work and exolained to her that a really living, religious faith
would be most essentiul to er in the thing she was contemplating and
that her econuection with the church was a really vital faetor in this
wi.ole deelsion. A1l of this she was entirely agreed to so that I would
have no hesitation on that grownd.

if you have 2ny questione L shall do my best to answer them.

My vest wishes to you and I hope this deelslon will ot »ut to
mwuch strain upon you. ° '

Very sincerély yours,

Florence G. Tyler, Secretary
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Mies Rebeoca Griest
150 Fifth Avenue
New York City

Dear Miss Griest,

Your letter concerning Miss Egther Rhodes came Wednesdsy, X
have been constsntly in committee meetings and this ls amy first opportunity
to write.

I think Miss Rhodes is the best popsibility we have for the musiec
positica. Mise Ricketts has not had as good experience. In fact, she bas had
no experience in teaching in & colliege. I like some things in her papers very
much, Miss Brewster does not seem as mature in her thinmking, Miss Bickett
cannot come to a decision. 80 my judgment is that we should ap oint Miss Fhodes,

However, I should like for the members of the Personnel Comaittee
to read the confidential summaries of Miss Brewster, Miss Fhodes, and Misg Pic~
ketts., I am sending these to the members today and asking them to communicate
with you., The resson I am doing this instead of having them write to me ls
that you are much nearer the members of the comaititee than I, :

I am enclosing a letter to Miss Rhodes concerning & medigal exami-
nation, The letter may not be correct as there may be some better prosedure,
If there is some better procedure, please write Miss Rhodes yourself, If not,
please send the letter which I am enclosing,

Misz Rhodes religlous statement will not be comjete for some memw
bers of the committee, Miss Tyler's letter supplements this for me,

8ineerely yours,
'6 O.SQ; n.. g—e"d\—— \N\%K:-N\AAQJ\.
S8LN:BL

Cec to Mias Tyier




SMITH COLLEGE
NORTHAMPTON MASSACHUSETTS
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

June 5, 1937

Miss Rebecca W. Greist
Suite 903

BBEOSH Rt Aren

New York, N. Y.

My dear Miss Greist:

I have read your two letters very carefully and have
talked with Mrs. Nield. She intends to write you, but I want
you to know how I feel about the situation.

Miss Rhodes is nothing but a name to me now, though
at some time I must have known her. This is not surprising,
however, as, of course, there are hundreds of splendid alumnae
whose names recall nothing special to my mind. After going over
her recommendations with Mrs. Nield, it would seem to me that /
she would be a far better candidate for you than Margaret Brewsterﬁk’)
though I say this with regret as I am very fond of Margaret and Ao
also of her aunts here in Northampton. Mrs. Nield agrees with me
that Margaret would be an excellent candidate for you if she was
to be working under someone else, but that she lacks the necessary
force to be the only one to carry on. She taught for a while at
Burnham and was I know not wholly satisfactory there, but I think
a question of conflict of temperaments entered in and I do not
feel that this is a distinctly unfavorable factor in her case.
If St. Mary's has another teacher, it would seem to me that
Margaret would unquestionably make a goog didate for that
school, and I am not sure that she coul 1' that position by
her elf but it would seem to me that she\lacks a certain amount

fulness in organization to be the head or sole member of

a déparfment. Her ability is not questioned nor her character
and,as/you seem to know already ,she is a charming personality.

I wish I could be of more definite help.

Do not fail to look me up if you come through this
section this summer, but I implore you not to pick out as warm a
day as you did two or three years ago, though to see you I could
even endure such another day.

Cordially yours,
¢/

CLJ:PCW Se@pe%&;y~£or_£xiuﬂ¢uuﬂU4uL

(
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June 17, 1937

My dear Dr. Dodd:

Miss Esther Rhodes is under serious considera=-
tion for appointment on a three yeer term for the department
of Music at Ginling College. I understand that Ginling custom-
arily sends the medical reports for its candidétes to your
office for review. Will you kindly let me know et your earliest
convenience your opinion of Miss Rhodes? Any further tests
which you would like her to have we will seethat she receives,

We are having a meeting of the Executive Committee
of the Ginling Boerd on Fridey morning, the 18th, at ten o*clock.
If it should be possible for you to telephone lfiss Florence Tyler=--
CHelseqa 3=1897-~or telephone me=-~liltkins 9-8703=--your reaction to
this report before that meeting it would help us meke a final de-
cision in regard to Miss Rhodes.

Sincerely yours,

Vice=Chairmen of Personnel po:mnittee

Dr. E. 1\}‘. Dodd
156 Fifth Avenue
New York Uity




GINLING COLLEGE
EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT

I accept an appointment to CGinling College, Nanking, China, for a term of three
years on the following schedule of salary, allowances and duties.

1. Salary of $864400, UeS., per anmum to be paid by the college; the same
to begin upon arrival at Nanking and to cease at departure therefrom,

2+ Necessary travel to Nanking end return by the shortest route to be paid
by the college, the necessary items of expense incident to travel to be
a non-personel charge, and an allowance of $1.50 per day to be granted
for personal expenses.

Regular travel allowance and proportionate furlough salery, beginning on
arrival home by the most direct route, to be given those who expect to
return to the college; one month's retiring allowance to be given those
not expeoting to retwrn.

An educational allowance not to exceed $200,00 may be granted during fur-
lough on the recommendation of the Board of Directors and with the approval
of the Board of Founders, it being understood by the applicant that all
terns of service except the first are for five VOLYS o

A furnished room to be provided by the college.

Mpdical and surgioal expemses to be cared for as follows:

() In China: to be paid by the college when ineurred according to
college regulations.

(b) On furlough: when inourred by prior advice of the medieal advisor
of the Board of Founders, four-fifths of the balanse of bills in
excess of $25.,00 for medical, surgloal, ocoulist, and one-half
dental charges to be met, upon request, by the Founders. In the
case of hospital bills $1.00 per day towards the charges, in addi-
tion to the regular quota of §25.00, to be considered s personal item.

In oase of resignation bufore the completion of the full term of the agree-
ment for reasons other than i1l health, certified to by the college physi-
clan and one other missionary physician, the appointee agrees to bear the
full expense of her return travel to Amerioa.

In oase of resignation before the expiration of one-half the term of this
agreement for reasons other than ill health, certified to by the college
physician and one other missionary physician, the appointee agrees to re-
fund to the college such proportion of the expenses to China as the time
of actual service bears to one-half the full term specified in this agree~
ment.

9. Assigmment of work to be made by the faculty, all of whom share in the ex-
tracurriculum activities of the college.

Ginling College, upon due notice in writing, mey terminate this contract at axny
time, upon the payment of a sum equal to three months! salery from the date of said
termination and full travel ex es by the most direct route homg7

Mm% L (A g Date C/«/jmf )

C

The Ginling College Board of Founders appoints
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Miss Narola E. Rivenburg
1421-29 Snyder Avenue
Philadelphia Pennsylvania

Neme (maiden or married) by
which you were known at Ginling Narola Elizabeth Rivenburg

19161921 at Ginling, Work:  Teaching Bible. Librarian

B.A. or B+S. Year 1913 School Vasgar College

School Union Thegjggjca'l C!nm-'nhar}r = 71'-.‘Y~C
Ph.D. School Columbia University H.¥.C.

Other degrees Year 1974 School Hartford Theological 5”‘"éf¥

Year School

Date of Marriage Husband's name

Work and Urevel (other than at Ginling)

Year(s) 1923=4  Position Fducational Secretary, Troy, N.Y.

Plsee Teachin i igious Bducation

Year(s) 1927=%n/ Rasidien ) Baptist Tnstitute. Philadelphis .  Pa
b e e M R sl X r 4 e b 4 .

Place

Year(s) Position

Place

Year(s) Position

B et

Place

Year(s) Position

Place

You can get in touch with the following people at the addresses indicated:
BERGER, Mrs. R. R. RUEFF, Frau Gese
GAILEY, Miss Helen VAIL, Miss

LAUCKS, Miss Blanche ZIMMERMAN, Frau

Signed: Q/M

December 1940

MA, Mme. Yu-guiun
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