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Theee Wise Wen
oo nd A Stas

OME nineteen centuries ago there came three wise men
S’ from the east, saying, “We have seen his star in the
east, and are come to worship him.” Ever since the begin-
ning of time, the influences which have moved the world
forward have developed around the personalities of indi-
viduals. The swift-moving events which today are trans-
forming the Orient can best be comprehended by observing
some of the individuals who are playing significant parts in
this latest drama of history. Here is the story of three
young men of China, each of whom bears the surname
Chen. Each has, in his own way, proven himself a wise
man. And each has been led by the same star of inspira-
tion as guided the Magi to the cradle in Bethlehem.

*

Late one night some twenty-odd years ago a young
Chinese student, Chen Wen-yuan, paced restlessly about
the campus of the Anglo-Chinese College in Foochow. For
days something had been troubling him deeply—something
he did not quite understand. Not many months before, he
had come to the College firmly resolved to make the most
of all the educational advantages of the institution, but to
maintain an aloof and even hostile attitude toward the re-
ligious life and activities of the campus. But gradually he
had begun to feel dissatisfied, and uncertain of himself.

Everyone had been friendly and cordial. His instructors
had given him their best in the classroom, and had taken a
personal interest in him on the campus. His fellow students
had made him welcome, had made a place for him in their
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activities. No compulsion had been placed on him to take
any part in the religious life of the College community ex-
cept as he himself might elect. To both his teachers and his
fellows, Christianity seemed a way of life, and not merely
a matter of outward forms and ceremonies.

One day Chen Wen-yuan had accompanied a group of
Christian students going to a nearby village to hold an
evangelistic service. He was standing apart from the group,
taking no part in its activities, when an educated skeptic
in the crowd of listeners began to attack their exposition of
Christianity. So effective were his arguments that he tri-
umphed over the students one after another.

Chen Wen-yuan was a keen student of logic, and loved to
debate. He had studied the Christian religion from the
standpoint of philosophy. As he listened, a thought had
come to him: “I can answer those arguments. Why don’t
I go after him, just for the fun of it.”

Suddenly he was on his feet, using all his talents of logic,
wit, and convincing argument against the skeptic who
had interrupted the service. In a few minutes he was master
of the situation. The interrupter was silenced and the crowd
was on his side. It had been great fun.

But later that evening, alone in his room, it had not been
fun. He began to realize what a hypocrite he had been. A
voice within him seemed to say, “If your arguments are so
irresistible, why don’t you truly accept Christianity, in-
stead of making a mockery of 1t?”

And so it was that Chen Wen-yuan’s struggle with him-
self had driven him from his room to pace restlessly about
the campus. At last he sought out one of his American
teachers. They talked—then prayed—together. From that
time, he became a Christian leader of the student body.

After his graduation, he served for a time as social secre-
tary in the Foochow Institutional Church, and as Principal
of the Tsing Daik School. Despite very limited resources,
he came to America and enrolled in Syracuse University.
He not only secured his B.A. and M.A. degrees, but served
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Dr. Chen Wen-yan and his family.

as instructor at the same time.

In 1919 he returned to Foochow and became superin-
tendent of the Foochow Institutional Church, and later
pastor of the Foochow Student Church. Governor Sah
Chen-ping of Fukien Province appointed him a personal
advisor. The Chinese government invited him to Peking
to accept an attractive government position at four times
his meager salary as a pastor, but he declined the offer.

In 1921 his health broke down as a result of overwork
and forgetfulness of his own physical needs. After a pro-
tracted illness he recovered and returned to his pastoral
duties. A little later he became a lecturer on religious edu-
cation at Fukien Christian University. .
~In 1927 Chen Wen-yuan was able, with the generous as-
sistance of a member of the Fukien Board of Trustees, to
come to America for postgraduate work. For three years
he studied social psychology under the direction of William
MecDougall, for a time in Duke University, and later at
Cambridge University, the University of Paris, and Ber-
lin University. Dr. McDougall has described him as one
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of the most brilliant students of any nationality whom it
has ever been his privilege to instruct.

He received his Ph.D. degree in 1930, and shortly there-
after returned to Fukien Christian University, an abler
administrator and a more devoted Christian leader than
before. From all over China he began to receive calls to
come as a speaker and leader at religious conferences and
retreats. He became a prominent figure in the Youth and
Religion Movement. He continued his work of teaching
and administration at Fukien Christian University, and
during the visit of President Lin Ching-jun to America in
1934-35 was the Acting President of the institution.

During the past year the missionary leaders of the world
have begun to focus their attention on preparation for the
great World Missionary Conference to be held in China
during 1938. When the National Christian Council of
China sought the ablest leader it could find to take charge
of the tremendous task of preparing for this conference,
the members of the Council turned with one accord to
Dr. Chen Wen-yuan. At present he is on temporary leave
of absence from Fukien, giving himself wholly to this difh-
cult and challenging task, resolved that this first world-
wide missionary conference to be held in the Orient shall
mark an important new step in the coming of Christ’s
kingdom throughout the earth.

*

At the end of January, 1925, Theodore Chen, one of the
most popular young Chinese students at Teachers Col-
lege, Columbia, was just completing an excellent first
semester of graduate work, when he became ill. The doc-
tors diagnosed tuberculosis and advised that he be given
sanatorium treatment at once. His own resources were too
limited to meet the heavy expense involved. But, under
the leadership of Bishop John Gowdy, then President of
Fukien Christian University, a little group of Fukien Trus-
tees and other American friends quietly contributed sufhi-
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cient funds to send him to Loomis Sanatorium in the Cats-
kills, and to provide treatment for him there.

For awhile he appeared to be making progress. Then his
case took a sudden turn for the worse, and it seemed that
“Teddy” Chen’s career was about to close just as it was
beginning.

An active career it had been, and one that had promised
much for the future. After doing preparatory work at Foo-
chow College, he had entered Fukien Christian University
in the autumn of 1918. He quickly became a leader both
in his academic work and in the student activities of the
campus. He was the editor-in-chief of the college paper,
“The Fukien Star.”

He was popular alike
with his fellow stu-
dents and his teachers,
an ardent patriot, and
an earnest Christian.
Following his gradua-
tion in 1922, he taught
for two years in the
Anglo-Chinese Col-
lege, Foochow. Then
he came to America,
and began the study
at Teachers College
which had so tragical-
ly been cut short. And
within eighteen
months after he
reached New York he
lay at the point of
death at the sanato- \
rium in the Catskills. SRR

Skilled medical and FINNE B | By i X
sqrglcal attention €ar-  peuy Theodore Chen with his family on
ried him almost the beautiful Fukien campus.
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miraculously past the crisis. Courageously he began again
the hard, discouraging climb back to health and strength.
Funds ran low again and again, but always friends came
forward to replenish them.

Finally, in the autumn of 1928, Teddy was able to leave
the sanatorium. Despite the advice of friends that he start
back to China at once and avoid the strain which further
study in New York might involve, he enrolled in Teachers
College, and in 1929 received his Master’s degree.

He went back to his alma mater, Fukien Christian Uni-
versity, as an Associate Professor in Education. In 1931
he was appointed Dean of the University, a position which
he has continued to occupy with distinction. His health
has remained good, he is an indefatigable worker, and he
is one of the best-loved members of the staff.

*

During a night of storm when Francis Chen was an
undergraduate at Fukien Christian University, passing
boatmen deposited on the river bank just below the col-
lege a passenger in the last stages of cholera. Francis, then
President of the Christian Association, fearlessly risking
the danger of contracting the dread disease, carried the suf-
ferer to a nearby building, provided him with a blanket,
gave him a cup of hot tea, and sat with him until he died.
Then he dug a grave, and held a funeral service. All this
he did for a perfect stranger, whose name he never knew.

The act was typical of Francis Chen. Born in humble
surroundings, his boyhood was lived on intimate terms
with privation and hardship. He was sixteen years of age
before he attended his first school. His fellows had a long
“head start” of him in their studies, but perhaps none of
them could have matched him in grit. The elementary
grades, middle school, and at last his course at Fukien
Christian University, all represented a long, difficult strug-
gle which few boys would have attempted, and even fewer
would have completed.
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But from before the time when he was old enough to
define what Christian love meant, Francis Chen has con-
sistently lived as one who loves his fellowmen. Service with-
out stint has been a habit which he has never broken. Diffi-
cult though his own struggle has been, he was always find-
ing ways to assist other hard-pressed students.

Just as Francis was approaching graduation at Fukien
Christian University in 1927, a generous American friend
visiting the campus was so impressed by his spirit and his
ability that he made it possible for the lad to go on to Yen-
ching University. There he secured in the next three years
the degrees of Master of Arts and Bachelor of Divinity.

Even then he was not content. Making his way to Amer-
ica, he enrolled in Yale University for graduate work lead-
ing to the degree of Doctor of Philosophy. He roomed in
a heatless attic. Three or four precious hours of each day
were spent waiting
tables in a Chinese
restaurant in New
Haven. Whenever odd
jobs could be found,
his afternoons were
given to them. Of
course he won his
Ph.D., for what insti-
tution could have re-
sisted such a spirit as
that? And, in addi-
tion, he won the warm
affection and admira-
tion of his fellows and
of his instructors.

It was in keeping
with the whole genius ;
of his life that when iy ' =
he returned to China

s

. : Dr. Francis Chen and his mother
and to Fukien Chris- and aunt.
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tian University he chose the most needy and the most diffi-
cult field of service he could find—that of rural reconstruc-
tion. On the faculty roll he is listed as a lecturer in eco-
nomics—but among the farmers and villagers of Fukien
province he is known as the enthusiastic leader who is
helping them to transform their farms and villages in ways
that not only make for greater material prosperity but
that deepen and enrich their lives.

His smile is contagious. His is the spirit of the “superior
man” of whom the sage Confucius said, “When the superior
man acts like a brother, all men within the four seas become
brothers.” His life is guided by that still greater Teacher,
who gave as His supreme commandment, “Thou shalt love
the Lord, thy God, with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind, and thowu shalt love thy neigh-
bor as thyself.”

*

And so each of these three has, in his own way, shown
himself to be a wise man—wise in his search for truth, wise
in sharing his life with others. The lives of such as these
call for men and women who, by their sacrificial gifts, will
make possible the developing of more and more “wise men
from the east” who will follow this same star.

A glimpse of the Fukien Christian University Campus.
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BRCBET om0 LIETY o PR JISE PHIEST, UNIVERBITY F FULIBN D.%0b FRRIULRY 14, 1949

sotuelly the elty ie very quiehk indeeds It i ccld but sumay ond we Peel spring
is arcund the eorner with Jesmine and plum blossoms in bloome The compus seenn
to be buzzing with eehivity as studends roburn for repistration bud we 4o nol
have firvres yeb ~ we ave sptineting there will be greound 500 in the eolleges
wnl perhepe the seme wwmber in cor nicgls sohools We will report oo soon os the
ragiebration i vompleteds. S0 weny students hed to teke mekewup expvinsbionsg
wd moke up eredites thet 14 Is o it slow to put then &ll throurh the prosess.

sopording to the Jatest ecovnt we shell heve 184 Chineee steff memhers znd seven
wezbern shalf on ¥he caupnge  School fees are so veory hirh thet our faseldy
menbers are heving s serieus tive o sunere bthe cost Lo send thelr ehiloren o
sohool. . Bven prisary schoel deousndg s helf don of vice whioch io something like
Gold Yuen 5,000, tlg mornivge slthough we paid February enlsrios in serly
Degerbbor we are plvicy every prrsen on inflation sllowsree « thed wil) he £ieured
pnd dotermined thir weel, bub I presume it will be about 150 times Septenbor
seloriete

Hailroad bravel ham Irproved grectly with susrds to leep the scldlers eubt of the
treinge For o ti-e 4F wag rpossible to sesure s bicket exoept b the rigk of
your 1ife, but thet ds cver :»d el@wurh tralm fares seen very expensiwe, they are
protested if you buy & reserved sesd these doys. The wwbg cre no lenger traveling
in 21l directions = but we know if there is & reverse in the Firhtiny it will

shart onoe mores. aobun!ly vemple ure fleckliry heck into the elty - their money

is exbeusted aund they osrmot stem! the ocost of suoh eibdies ss Shanchel, Centon,sto.

The offieial buildinrs sre erply « pevheps & pused ot the door, mb o staff and
1% becomes ingrensingly ditPicult bo secure any ofiielal pepers or geslg. We have
nonegy due us from govermment crpondzations but eannot eolleet sz the "hend® wan
hes gone aways The whole central povermment has evaporeted - snd we dovbt if Yhey
are funotioning in Canton o any greet derres of efficlency. Im mpite of 1% all,
legal order is being winkained end  the eity is orderly smc well gonbrolled by
polies, Morbial law io bDelng weintsined from eloves wntil six in the morning -
everything iz planmed seoovdingly 8o we shell nod be enupiht on the stroet alfter
slevone.

ook vorkets in geld wnd gilver flourish openly on the gtreet oorners now - the
ercwd is so dense 1% iz slwoest impossible to zo throwgh the "exvhenge™ disbrichs.
There seemy ne sontrel or «ffort to eontrel these speouloters, bedk only smell
noebes oe fop se U5 dellors cre conperned, are sovopbed. e had = payment nade
in one wadead doller Unltod Btates nebes erd I £194 they sre not very useful.

e omn tura ther in as dercsits eocepting the lower rate receivad for choeel,

bk I wonld prefor to emchenze Yor o "better" rate. We are ascepbl s in psynent
for fees both U8 nobes, end silver dollure 8t the rate of the duys Sillver dollare
drovped teo 120021 {pold yasy 1200 for one silver dollur) smd US dellzve went to
1530 gold yosn for ore yesberdsy ~ it hos been the other way Yor seysral days.

f sourse this iz a fleticicne rute  for the silver dellsr -~ helfore the war it
wag te emivilent of KOEZ.E8 for USHl. wnd there certainly is nothing in the
economie situstion to wpke one feel the silver dollar is truly nore veluable.

o may be irverested e new thet Hunan province hes esteblished their own ourrency
zping silver for the bapis. They refuse te allow snmy ~cld yuen Yic enter the provinos.

hogw Bhe larce rellef projects under BCL beve teo pud thoir rold yeen (811 their
weney i in cold yuan) im ¢ bonk for tranefer to Herghong dellers, “hen from Homge
vunk  dellars Cor iuver. Tt sourds rmiber eovrliested pod ge osers osles & grend
prafit ot pach exshongel
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Prem our observetion neny pecple Lelieve Chine will be spllt inde four sestions
hePore lung snd hew  leop 3% will be meintained in thek method is beyond snyone

to guesss Ope sectlion will be Sgzeshuen, Yunnen, Kwelchow, Fwangsi (%) Sikeng,
perhope Nensu and Shensle The next section will be HEwsntung, Honen, Fuklen, Hupeh
vud Kisngsle Then the Horth Chins ares remaing intsct snd for the tine being
Hiezgau, Chekisng end jnhwel. The people in Weet Chins gjﬂé 4o hodd thelr

cren, for years - they mey be rights Host people feel thaltl the enly reeson that
Harking and Shenghed are helng left elere these days is the foot thet they heve
too few trained persong to handle the administration, snd srg %ri%éﬁi@g o reawuid
ond btrain men before attenpbing to rush into these twe oitles. It is prodably the
true remscn - Por there sre plenty of btroops bo wall inbe the oity or even to
orees the rivers Resider the FNatiounslist troops refuse to fight end go over %o
the G, sray whenever they oome In contack. Some of the Netienlieh troops were
guurbered on cur farm for & nonth and ell declared they had no izhendien of
fighting for tals wor bed no good rengon.

In spite of Tioe magezing, the freerackers sver Wew Year wers the lendesk ond
most freguont for neay yeors. Dvidently the Time sorrespondent wes o sovnd
slseperl Few of up hed sny slesp for three nights due to the racket, Yot anly
Pivsorockers buh the guards and police fired thelr guns svery few minutes. Ounton
roporte the sene sliuetlon ond Shunghel papers compleined of the noisef

The bark just ealled o ssy the officlal rate for the US dollnr wee OTH12B0:1
which mosps the blech maoled hes probably fsllon te around GYIAGD:l,

Sineerely vours,

=

Jfe/ Bisie M. Friest
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Fukien Christian.Universitx_

Foochow, China February 15, 1949

Mr. G. A. Evans

United Boerd for CGhristian Colleges in China Re: Faculty-steff Salaries
150 Fifth Avenue
New York 11, ¥N. Y,

Dear ir. Evens:

With inflaetion getting worse 2ll the time, we have adjusted Faculty end 8taff
Salaries in terms of' rice, We took the Gold Yuan Selsry as of Bugust, 1948, when the
new currency wes introduced and allowed 5% eatties of rice to GY$1l, and then we convert
that amount of rice back into GY§ aceording to the price of rice the dey before payment.
We use the day befors payment instead of the day of payment because we must have some
time to meke up the payroll after the price 8f rice is determined. This system goes
into effect with the payment of February salaries tomorrow., Most of the mission schools
in Foochow have adopted this system.

On this basis ouvr payroll for faculty and staff, 93 persons, amounts to
GY$1,863,400 @ the exchange rete of $920 w US$2,025.00. Workmen's February wapges on
slightly different basis will smount to roughly GY$400,000 (72 persons) @ $290 & US§440,
or a total of US§2,465.00 for selaries end wages. Of course, this will vary from month
to month as the price of rice and exchange variess At the present time, 21l comodity
prices are lagging behind the inrease in the rate of exchange, That has been the case
for the last few weeks, probably due partly to the stelemete in the peace negotiations.
Prices are more nearly grared to black merket quotations than to the legal rates. We
are figuring rice at $7,500 per load, or $50 per ecatty, for February salary, since the
price renges from $7000 - $8000, depending on guality.

You will have heerd when this reaches wyou, I think, thet the Board of Menagers
decided on February 11 to open school on March i}7 to rum through July 2. The Faculty
committee appointed by the Board (Dr. David Cheng, Dr. Li Lei Yung, Mr. Wang Jen-yu,
and the Reve Ts R. Wilkinson, and two others yet to be seilled on) recommended opening.
They are in offiee until the end of the academie year, July 31, 1949, They plan to
send out a letter to the parents telling them that they have undertaken this responsibié.
lity in order to give their children an oppertunity to ecarry on their studies, and
further state if there is student interference in the administration they will give up
snd elose the schbol, ete. They will ask for the guarantee of the parents re their
children's behavior, and require an additional guarantor, This might make some impression
on the students so thet they will think at least twice before losing their heads, Many
of them have been quite worried over the possibllity of the schoel not opening this
semestere '

The Committee is teking hold of the many problems surrounding them quite well,
It would not be beyond the pale of possibility that a president might come out of the
committee, who knows? A number of us thought of David Cheng as being "eligible® in
1947, but he had just returned from Americe thet spring and joined our faculty for the
frist time, Some thought the older members in terms of service might resent meking
e president out of & new-comer, but all of those older members have either found other
jobs or arein the U.S,

We were all disappointed thet Dr, Hung did not eccept the presidency, and some
s5till have hope that he may yet come eventually.

I seem to sense that more and more the people in general feel that the commun-
ists canmot be worse than what they have had to put up with in the past. They can't
believe that Chinese communists will be of the same stripe as Russisn communists. I
wonder if the people in Communist territory feel that way. I have my fingers crossed,

8inecerely yours,

s/ Eva M, Asher



LETTER TO 14R. C. &. EVANS FROM MISS EVa M. aSHER
March 26, 19L9

Dear Mr. Evans:

Everybody in F.C.U. is happy to be a part of a "going concern
again ! PFaculty, as well as students, were perturbed when 1% seemed
that school might not open this seqester. 1 think all will agree now
that it was the right thing to do from a number of standpoints. ‘e owe
a great deal to the six members of the Administrative Committee who made
opening possible. The final membershlp consists of: Dr. David Chengy
Chairman, Dr. Joseph Chen, Dean of Studles, Dr. Li Lai Yung, Dean of the
College of Agriculture, Dr. Tun Jen Mei, Dean of the College of Arts,
Wr. Yang Jen-yu, acting Dean of General Affairs, and the Rev. Tom Wil-
kxinson, Secretary. They have worked hard to pull things together, and
even to strenpthen a few weak spots, and are working very harmoniously
as a group, all of which helps to 1ift morale all over the campus.

The students have played the.r part too in making things go
smoothly. They have not complained about anythin: or tried to meddle
in pgeneral administrative affairs as in the past, and the Committee have
turned down a number of requests made by the students through the pro-
per channels. I am sure it has been more difficult than ever for the
ma jority of students to find ways and means of paying their tuition fees,
but registration went off very smoothly. A1l fees were in terms of so
many catties of rice. The first three days the price remained the same
as previously announced would be the case. After that, we adjusted the
price each day according to the market price, ranging from 200, $300,
$310, and $360 per catty. This increase in price worked hardship on
some students naturally.

A To date 525 students have registered, L19 men and 106 women,
including 19 guest students (13 men and 6 women) from communist occupied,
or about-to-be occupied, areas, particularly Peiping, Nanking, and f
Shanghai. We expect about 30 more students yot, which will make a total
around 550 or 555, which is a slight reduction over the fall semester
(57L). This is only a preliminary report. Je shall send the final re-
port when the last day for reglstration is past.

We were fortunate to get Phllip Meng as Dean of Fersonnel, one
of the most difficult ofiices to fill these days. He has had training
in Baptist schools in China and America with & Master's degree in re-
ligious Education. Also we were able to get two foreign trained men
for the Science Collsge. Dr. Philip Wang, Ph. D. in Chemistry, and a
Mr. Chang trained in Belgium for thysics. I think 1€ will be a 1little
easy for us to et qualified teachers now that people do not care to go
into communist areas. Of course, we know not what morning we may wake
up and find that we have had a turn over in government., It does hapnen
from time to time. ‘

Classes started on Monday, iarch 21. The first convocation
was held that morning with an unusually fine spirit prevalling through-
out. We had a faculty and staff meeting followed by a social evening
last night. So everything at the moment is off to a good start for
which we feel decply grateful.

Sincerely yours,
/s/ Eva M. Asher
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FUKIEN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

Office of The Treasurer

April 5 s 1914!9

Mr., Co Ao Evans
150 Pifth Avenue
New York 11, N. ¥.

Dear M¥r, bvanss

In a day or so we shall be sending an exact report of registration, elc.,
but it is not amiss to say today, since I have other missives going to you, that we
nave & litble more than 560 students, including 20 or more guest students chieflly
from Peiping, Nemking, and Shanghal., 41l told, this is only around 15 less than we
had last semester, We should like to geb down to 500, or even lower.

So far, everything has gone very smoothly - no monkey works at all on the
campus, I presume a number of factors contribubte to the apparent ®peace pact." It
may for one thing be the commmist line at the moment not to agitate in schools cubside
of commnist territory. The new administration, that is, the Administrative Committee,
may have something teo do with it. This committes, unlike the Cirst one formed
immediately following the custing of the president last December, hag some teeth in it.
T believe the students realize it would be wore difficult to attack these six persons
than to abtack only one person, say a president. The Commitbee stands solidly together
waich gives it strength. Another factor, no doubt, is that the students generally really
got the idea that school might not open this spring and that scared them, That fact
21lso made "mamma and papa sit up and take notice, because it would be quite an economic
factor to have a boy or a girl out of college for a semester, especially if he or she
were in the Junior or Senior Qlass. Of course, students are always busy ab the beginning
of a semester, and it may be too scon o look upon the present quiet as the general
pattern for the semester, Ab least, L1t 15 a great rellef 1o have the tengion eased as
long as it lasts,

Money watters get move difficuld daily. DBefore we can get the proceeds on
a gale of U, S. Currency to the campus and pay salaries the value has deberiorated cone
siderably, work as fast as we can. To get enough cash at one time to pay salaries is
hard work. Ue plan to pay twice a month, the 10th and 25th. But it ends up in paying
four times., In planning for money for the 10th, for instance, we suddenly got spob
cach for about half of the amount needed. The only thing to do with it was to pay it
out ab once, So when we gebt the balance in a few days, we shall have to pay againe
Something like this happens almost every time we plan to pay salaries.

Tt is even difficult to keep up with the rate of exchange and the price of rice,
as it changes a number of times a day and varles greatly from shop to shop and bank to
bank, and we are quite far removed from the eity in time of travel due to poor transporiie
tion, though only 10 miles actually. Ur. Lacy helps to keep us informed and looks after
many transactions in Foochow which malkes it possible for us to move faster than we could
otherwise in comnection with business matters in Foochow.

The faculbty of the government schools in Foochow went on a strike last week
because they have been getting so little salary and so slowly. Some of the mission high
schools joined in pavades, elce., as a matter of sympathy. The Provincial Government
declared a week of spring vacation, and have promised to pay salaries at a substantial
increase. This did not touch our faculty. Plaeing them on a rice basgis, as I wrote you
earlier, beginning with february, has tended to lend stability and everybody has been
happler. Sincerely yours,

/8/ Eva M., Asher
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April 7, 1949

FUKIEN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

Scholarships - Spring Semester 1949

Pastors' Children
Harvard-Yenching Institute
FPaculty=-Staff Children

Returned Veterans ) 5&300
) 1@ 30

College Scholarships:
A
B
c

Special Needy Scholarships

Collin's Scholarship L
Chinese Cultural Scholarships 12

General Sha's Scholarship 1

TOTAL F.C.U. SCHOLARSHIPS 187

3600 catties of rice
3000 " " "
1200 " o
530 vt

6300
700
500

600

2h, 530

US$200
Us$ 90
GY$li5,000

fo, % Ministry of Education Student Board Scholarships: 123 Full board

12 Half voard

# Some in this group also get scholarships under 5 above.




MF8 SFB123 TL INTL FOOCHOW 25/33 8 1015 VIA CGRA GLOBE
DLT FENN ABCHICOL
NEW YORK,; UNITED BOARD FOR CHRISTIAN COLLEGES IN CHINA 150 Sth AVE

TOTAL ENROLLMENT 568 INCLUDING 102 WOMEN 7 SPECIALS 29 GUEST

STUDENTS EVERYTHING GOING SMOOTHLY GOOD MORALE {ACULTY STUDENTS

DAVID CHENG




LETTER FROM DAVID CHENG DATED 23 ATGUST 1949
FUKIEN CHRISTIAYN UNIVERSITY

"I enclose hercwith the minutes of the Executive Committee of the F.C.U. Board of
Managers for June 9 and June 27, and the minutes of the full Board for June 25 and 29.

“"The items in the minutes are for the most part quite clearly set forth; but perhaps
comment on some of them will not be amisse

nl. Executive Committee, June 9, You will find ettached to the minutes a copy of "’
Tentative Program for F.C.U. for the Academic Year, 1949-50", which gives in somewl.-%
bread outline form the general policy we are following in meking plans for the new
academic year, begimming August le

w2, Agricultural College (M-1248, June 29, 1949). This question grew out of the minutes
of May § = 11 of the UBCCC and your covering letter of June 14, together with Bishop
Lacy's report upon his return from the United Statess The Board of Managers has refer-
red the matter to the Administrative Committee for a careful study and report back to
thems I want here only to say that we are in the process of meking such a study and
will meke a full report to you when it is finished.

"3 Report of Administrative Committee(mmggsz, June 25), attached as Schedule A, This
gives a brief review of the general events and the different phases of the life on the
campus during the spring semestor which was successfully concluded on July 2.

%4, Budget Estimates for 1949-50 (i-1238, June 25), attached as Schedule E, We have
included in the income section of these estimates only the known sources of regular
income, or US$42,975.68, using the rate of Sl for US$l, the prevailing rate at that
times The rate at present is $1.38 for US$1 in check ferm, or S$1.55 for USEL in notes.
The estimates for expenditures, US$74,975.68 were based on prevailing prices at that
time, which have already increased considorably. Both prices and exchange will, of
course, change from time to tim. Up to the present, prices have increased more rapid’
than the gain in exchenge., The difforence betwoen the estimeted income and the estimet
expenditures amounts to US$32,000. The minimum reserve of US$25,000 decided upon for
F.C.U. by the UBCCC, will quite largely take care of this difference. We hope the gain
on exchange and other grants will more than cover this deficit of US$7,000. We shall
review the budget again in the fall or early part of 1950 in the light of changes which
may ocecur, and will report to you then. You mey be sure that we shall constantly ket
before the faculty the necessity of stringent economy in all of our wrk.

“5, Missionary Personnel - American Board (M-1240, June 25). With the departure of Ure
and llrs. Scott early in June and Miss Thomes early in July, no American Board personnel
is left on the cempus. To come up to its usual quota, the Board needs to supply four
osrsonses We have takm this up with Dr. Matthews directly. He has shown a very sym-
pethetic understending of the problem, and has sent our request to Bostone. The big
question is whether or not any one can, or will, come out under present conditions. In
our formal request we asked for the following, listed in the order of preference:

a) A man with the training and experience to head up the Departmant of Western
Languages.

b) A man or a women trained in the teaching of English as a foreign language.

¢) A man or a-women who could offer & second language in the department besjides
English: French, Germen, or Spanish.
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d) A men - Botanist - trained (Ph. D.?) in Plant Pathology.'

®) A man or a woman to take charge of music activities.

"We hope that a combination of four persons might be found whereby three could take care
of items a, b, c¢. and e, which together with a Botenist would £ill the quota. The most
urgent single need is a well=~qualified person to head up the Department of Western
Languages.

"While we meke it clear that our first choice would be to have personnel from the Boar.,
we requested thet if it were impossible to get any one at this time the Board would
meke a cash grant of US$1,500 per person.

“"At the same time we made this request to Dr. Matthews for prsonnel, we asked him if his
Board would conaider increasing their annual cash appropriation from $3,500 to $4,000.
The Methodist Board has increased its sppropriation for the current year to $4,000.

"6, Missionary Persomnel - Methodist Board (M-1241, June 25). The departure of Mr.
and Mrs. Donald MacInnis in May left two vacancies in the Methodist quota at F.C.U,
We have made a request directly to Bishop Lacy asiing him to assign Mr. and Mrs.
Creighton Lacy to us. Such an assignment has the disadventage of being only temporary,
as the Lacys, who are now in Foochow, want to be free to return to the University of
Nanking as soon as it is possible to do sos The matter has not yet been settled.

“In this connection we are gled to learn from Dr. Fenn's letter of June 29 to Miss Ashe:
thet he has already written to both of the Boards re their replacements at F.C.U, We
hope ou will keep in close touch with them concerning this matter. We are greatly
dependent upon the close co-operation of all of the boards, both as regards personnel
and cash appropriations, in order to keep going.

7. Readjustment of Facul@z:Staff Personnel (M-1242, Juns 25)e Several factors enter
into readjustment. First, we hoped that we might be eble to do a little “streemlining'
of the faculty and staff, so as to cut down rumning expenses, and second, to let some
of the present less qualified members go and replace them with higher caliber men, and
third, meke room for five of our former members who are returning from America this
fall (T. H. Weng, Y. C. Lin, Chin Yun-min, Lin Bn-chin, snd Keo Tzi-en). I am glad.
to report that we have made a small beginning in this respect, and that we shall ksep
working at it with our main objectives before us, namely, to raise our stendards and
to improve morale, at the least possible cost.

“8. Adjustment of Faculty-Staff Contracts (M-1243, June 25). As = means of protectinn
to the university in case events beyond our control should overtake us and force us to
close the school, we are issuing the new contracts, effective August 1, for only one
term, ending January 31, 1950, with no guarantee of salary beyond the three-months!
severance paye And further, to reduce running expenses, we are doing away with medical
fee compensation, outside work, etce We also hope to enforce more rigidly the policy .
of holding to a minimum teaching load of 12 hours per week. This has to be done grad-
ually as we are able to get better trained teachers. Many of the teachers trained
during the war period actuslly do not have a wide enough range to give 12 hours a week.
We have recently sent out the new contracts with an acecompanying letter setting forth
these revisionss

\i “9. University Administration (M-1245, June 25; Exec. Com., June 27; M-1247, June 29)
This question was schedulsd to come up at the full Board meeting on June 25. The
meeting was planned for thet dey, thinking thet Bishop Lacy could get here from Hong-
kong in tims for it, Due to engine trouble he was delayed until late afternoon, and
thus too late for the meetinge So this matter was referred to the Executive Committee




[37 .

-3 o

for comsideration on June 27 when Bishop Lacy could be present. In the meantime, your
letter of June 14, reporting on the functioning of the Christisn Colleges under the
new regime and enclosing copies of cablegrams from them, was opportunely received on
June 26, This information was reported to the Committee the next day and contributed
mich towerds clarifying for the members what seemed to be the course ahead for F.C.U.
Therefore, the Executive Committee voted to ask the Administrative Committee, as at

@iﬁ present constitubed, to continue in office until January 31, 1950. This was approved
by the full Board on June 29, and all of the members have agreed to this plan. So we

/]b shall do our best to steer this institution through whatever storms may appear on the
political and other horizons for the next six monthse

"I want to thank you on behalf of the Administrative Committee for all of the kind
words of encouragement we have received from you and Drs Fenn sbout what we have been
trying to do, and for the assurance of your continued support in every waye This is
e real inspiration to us, and, 1 am sure, it will help us to put forth an even greater
effort to give of our best in the development of this institution."
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DLT FENE ABUZIBCOL  NEWYORK

COMMUNICATIONS ECONOMIC SITUATION WAKE ENROLLMENT UNCERTAIN TTITION
SALARY REDUCED (WRRICULUM UNCHANGLD EXCEPT SANMINCHII STUDENT GUIDANCE

CORMITTEE REPLACES DISCIPLINZ QFFICE GOVERNHENT RECOMMENDS HORKEKS

STUDERTS CLE KES PARTICIPATE ADMINISTRATION FUBLICISE BUDGET RELIGION

PORBIGN GXCHANGE POLICY UNEROWN FINANCES GENERAL SITUATION DIFFICULY

TERYM OPENING AS SCHEDULED BLEVEN STUDENTS JOINED ARMY

DAVIDCHENG




CONFIDENTIAL | 14 SEPTEMBER 1949

A CABLE, DATED 10 SEPTEMBER, FROM FUKIEN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

COMMUNICATIONS (AND) ECONOMIC SITUATION MAKE ENROLLMENT UNCERTAIN., TUITION AND

SALARIES (HAVE BEEN) RZDUCED. CURRICULUM UNCHANGED EXCEPT (FOR) SANMINCHUI#. (A)
STUDENT GUIDANCE COMMITTEE REPLACES (THE FORMER) DISCIPLINE OFFICE. (THE) GOVERNMENT
RECOMMENDS (THAT) WORKERS, STUDENTS, CLERKS PARTICIPATE (IN) ADMINISTRATION, (AND
THAT WE) PUBLICIZE (THE) BUDGET. POLICY (REGARDING) RELIGION AND FOREIGN EXCHANGE
(IS) UNKNOWN. FINANCES (AND THE) GENERAL SITUATION (MAKE) DIFFICULT TERM OPENING AS
SCHELULED. ELEVEN STUDENTS (HAVE) JOINED (THE) ARMY.

DAVID CHENG

(Chairman, Administrative Committes)

* San Min Chu I referrs to the course in “Party Principles™ required of all

fpeshmen under the former regime. The change mentioned here is the obvious one to

a course in the principles of the new regime.

B
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CONFIDENTIAL 22 SEPTEVBER 1949

A CABLE, DATED 21 SEfTEMBER, FROM DR. DAVID CHENG, CHAIRMAN

OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMiITTEE, FUKIEN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

$UHOOL (IS) OPENING AS SCHEDYLED. ENROLMENT (WILL) POSSIBLY (REACH) 300 (THE)
CUARICULUM (HAS UNDZRGONE) MINOR CHANGES. RELIGIOUS FREEDOM (IS) GUARANTEED. (WE
ARE) REORGANIZING (THE) UNIVERSITY COUNCIL, INCLUDING ONE STUDENT, ONE CLERK. (WE

ARE) REDUCING (BOTH) TUITION (AND) SALARIES, MORALE (IS) GOOD.




UNITED BOARD FOR CHRISTIAN COLLEGES IN CHINA

150 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, N. Y.
Tel. WAtkins 9-8703 Cable: ABCHICOL

October 17, 1949

@ Venbers of the
Fukien Christian University Committee.,

Dear Friends:

At the request of your Chairmem, Dr. Frank T. Certwright, I am asking you
to vote upon the question as to whether the $500 earmarked for Mrss Ceo Je Lin's
travel back to China should be paid her in order that she might meet hér son's
expenses at school, So that you might understand what is involved I would like to
make the following statementss

Dr. C. Jo Lin was invited to come to America for "refresher work". He
wished to bring his wife, daughter end son. The question arose as to who should
be responsible for his travel., Neither the Fukien Committee nor the Trustees of
the United Board seemed to have teken action upon it but on June 23, 1946 Mr. Evans
cebled to Dr. Lin steting that the Fukien Committee end the ABCCC cordiaelly invited
him and Mrs. Lin to America for refresher work. In his covering letter of Jume
27, 1946 Mr, Evens explains this cable as follows:

"I sent the above after checking with Dre North, Chairman and
President of the United Board for Christisn Colleges in China.
He knows the Lins very well and was very happy to second the
request when the facts were fully known."

Upon this authorization the expenses of Dr. and Mrs. Lin were paid to America. The
trevel of the children was otherwise provided for.

There is no record of any obligation to pay the return passege of Mrs. Lin
or the children to China until the meeting of the Fukien Committee on May 13, 1947,
At that time Mr, Henry Lacy, treasurer of the Fukien Christian University, was
present and the minutes record that "Mr. Lacy sald that the Managers fully expect to
teke the femily back to China."  According to the minutes, "after full discussion
it was

F=17 VOTED to appropriate $500 toward the expenses of Mrs.
Cy Jo Lin and to plen to pay the travel expenses of the
femily back to China."

Mr. Lacy was correct in interpreting the wishes of the Board of Managers
regarding the $500 for at their meeting on October 7, 1948, the Board of Managers

11188, Voted: That the sum of US$500.00 be allocated out of
current budget as a final grant in eid to Mrse Cs J. Line"

Mr, Lacy perhaps misinterpreted the wishes of the Board of Menagers regardihg the
return travel expenses of the Lin family as this desire is not expressed either
in minutes or covering letbers of the Board of Managerss
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On the basis of the authorization of the Fukien Committee, quoted sbove, 1t
has been understood that $1,700 was available for the return passage of this family.

Since the Lin femily came to the U.S.A. in the summer of 1946, the follow-
ing emounts have been paid thems

Travel to U.S. of Dr. and Mrs. Lin $1,008,55
OQutfitting 500,00
Current Expenses 2,900.00
University Fees 730050
Hospital Bills 501 030
Funersal BExpenses, Dr. Lin 267 <50

$5,907 «85

In addition to these smounts, a sum of $107 advenced by the University
toward the travel expenses of the children has not been repeid by Mrs. Lin and has
been checked off. Also, an item of $87,08 for books purchased by Mrs. Lin, advanced
by the United Boerd, has not been paid. These, added to the above, total $6,101.93
paid the Lin femily since they left China during the summer of 1946,

The son has been promised a full scholarship for his college course at
Fukien Christian University but Mrs. Lin was not willing to take her family back to
China this past summer. Through the help of the UBCCC staff, the boy has received
a fellowship of $500 for the current year, but Mrse Lin is still finding it difficult
to provide the othsr funds needed for his educetion in this country.

Mrse Lin states that she has been assured of her return travel to China by
the World Health Organization and will therefore not need to spend UBCCC funds for
her return travel.  She esks that this $500 be paid her in cash so that she can use
it to help her sone '

The policy of the Committee on Faculty Scholarships of the UBCCC is to
provide travel up to $1,200 for the round trip if neseded and upon presentation of an
expense account. Recently one of our fellows had his wey paid back to China by the
Netionalist government. This wes reported by him to us and he seemed to understand
that this relieved the UBCCC of further responsibility for his return passage. This
sum was not drawn from the fellowship fund but left there to help some other person.
Whether or not the same should apply to Mrs. Lin is for your Committee to decide.
Your Chairman suggests that you cast your vote by checking one of the alternative
motions on the enclosed ballot.

Thenking you for giving this your immediate attention and with wermest
personal regards, I am,

Yours GOrdlally,

) Ll\f1 31Q4£Q(LAA

Robert Je McMullen
Executive Secretary




To approve of paying Mrs. Ce Je Lin $500.,00 which has
been reserved for her return trevel to China, upon the
condition that she meke a written statement to the
offect that her roburn passage has been guaranteed by
the World Health Orgenization and that she relieves

the United Board for Christien Colleges in China of
further responsibility for providing her travel expenses
back to china.

To reply to Mrse Ce Jo Lin's request that the $500,00
reserved for her return travel to China is avellsable
only for that purpose and if not so needed is to be
retained as pert of the fellowship funds of the United
Board for Christian Colleges in China to be used at the
discretion of the Committee on Faculty Scholarships.
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CONFIDSNTIAL 21 OCTOVER 1949
EXCERPTS FROM A LETITR DATED 22 SEPTHEMBER FROM
DR. DAVID CuiENG, FUEIEN CHLISTIAN UNIVERSITY

"Ihs chief factors affecting enrollment in all of the privete schools, including both
hizh schools and colleres, are the worsened economic situation and the lack of com-
munication and transportation betwesn Foochow end other centers. This latter affects
the colleres more than the high schools, of courss, as mostof thair students reside in
Foozhow or noarby villages. Our students from cutside of Fukisn Province are the hard-

35t Pit.  Heny of thewm have besn cut off from their homes sincs oarly in the year as
thelir ro poctlfﬂ arcas were liberated. Vhilc a goodly numbur of thom heve recel Ved
letters from home since Foochow was lwoa ated on August 17, the chennsls for sending

o <,

ron 3y ere not wet opsn. Very fow of The Amoy studsnts who went home for tho summer
navs roturned--only e fow whoe wors ?OT“UchJ to 3t oa ride on military ftrucks. ©So long
as Amoy 1s not liberatecd it will bw airost ossibla for them to cvorw, ond sftar thet
it m2y be too late for thuin to get i&.u f'or cnls s:mesbsr.e Hinchia students ars also
affzactad by tho lack of trﬂﬂpnortet ione Tharefors, at the momsnt ws think of the out-
sids numbsr of studznts who con be wioh us this s.uestor s eround 300.

“io are permitting studonts from outsids fukisn to dofur ths paymont of foos until
Novumber 1, hoping that in ths msonsims funds cen bs remitted from thoir homss. For
numo r of othsrs who find it difficult to pey tiw ful1 amount ©v ono tims, we arc per-
mitting thom to pay in instellmunts, the finel pavment to bo made before Novembeor 1.

I think of all the privets schoolis in Foochow havs al towed payasnts in installmoents.

“Studonts of all of ths privets scho:ls brought cons:dorebls prossurc upon their res-
S

pective institutions to lowser fsus. The high schools roducsd tuition by 30 cattics

of rice, loaving the net fipurs at 170 cattics for Junior High end 200 cattics for
Sonior Highe We lowered ours by 80 cattios, meking tuition 280. The average student
is paving from 295 to 330 cettiuss of ricsz for total fess. Student prossurc for lowsrins
foss was susgs d by sdopting pevmant on the installment plan. In goneral, our studonts
havs shovm ¢ vury goo epirit sad attituds in thoir nogotiations with us, and we have
the confidonce th t ws crn work things out togsothor to the mutucl setisfaction of 211
concorancd, whin all of the students ar. on the compus.

"Dr. Joscph Chun, Denn, Dr. Tan Jun i1, Doen of the Arts Collegu, nnd mysclf callsd on
the Govornor and ths Commisgionur of Zducation on S@ptawbjr 8, end the same efternoon
w: attonded with othor mombors of the frenlty o mosting of the faculties of all of tho
private institutions of collsge grede cell:d by the Commissionsr of Bducation. We werc
v.ry cordiallv raocoived end wore essur.d thet 1t wes not the policy of the now povorn-

mont to inturf.ro with the runring of privets institutioans. Thers cre e few chenges
wnich mast be mede, and othne. s whicsh @ :

1. "l #osts®

a) The so-cerlled rsesctioncry courses crs to bo cancaslled. These include
the Sca #in Chu-I, Bthices, Logic, ¢nd Philosophy. The San siin Chu-I is to be
replaced by the "New Domocrary.”  The othnur thrae crs entirsly out for the
presont, but will evintuelly bo replectd vy coursss dseling with diclectic and
historiecl metericlism, for which toxtoooks nre in the procoss of proparation.
The tonening of Chiness history will slso have t be roadjusted somswhet, prre
ticulrrly modarn history wnich eolls for o new inbterprstation. Prosent courses
will remtin as t sy crs for tho tims being, but will have to bz sucplemzntad
with msietoricl which will bo suppliod to us.

b) The Dern of P.rsonral Offics hes to be repleced by 2 Committcs on
Student Guidonce with student ruprsscntetives. Qur prosent Desn of roursonnel




will scrve ¢#s Cheirmen, ond we &rs proposing thet we heve thrse student rop-
rusuntetives to be cnosen by tho Student Self-Government Association.

2. ©) It wrs made clurr thot it would be dosireble for the private schoels
to roorganize tncir administrative bodiss in such e wey thet ell groups in the
community would be represonted, though this was not en ordsre. The iden 1s to
have overy group organlz,d snd thoen scch group to eppoint its ripresentative or

rapresc mtetives £8 the ofse moy bi.  To this eond the tsacning freulty is organ-
izing ©s ¢ group, tho clirks end worlmen combinusd es o ~roup, rnd the students
elroodr hrve their orpenization in the form of the Studont Sulf-Governmont
Asu001at10n. ¥e arc propesing thot the Univorsity Council %o roorgnnizoed con-
:istin: of the prescnt Administretive Cormittac (6), threo othor mombers from
the teﬂchlng steff, one from the clerk-workmsn pgroup, end one student reprossnt-
stive. In eddition w: rre proposing that thers be thres student representatives
on ths Scholersaip Committes (in fect sovun students heve bsun sitbing with the
Scholsrship Committoe those fow deys). Officicl studont ropressntotives crmnot
be op ointud until the whole studont podv is herse, so cll of this ».crgrnizction
cunnot Be complated  for s fuv viseks yets We do not propose to have any student
represante tive on the Administrative Committec. '

b) Furthor thet san Auditing Committon ownulstjng of representatives from

all groups should bs formed to study the fincncos so as to meke for Letter
understonding smong the verinus groups. T also recommended thet the finencial
roport should bs published yacrrlye

ine
hoy

¢) Thoy oxpressad the desirc thrt while theoy did not intend to interfoere
with fuoes, sclariss, otes., in the nrivots schools, they hoped the administration,
students, end faculty could coms to some common egreement. They recngnized thot
therc should be some differenco in this respoect in comporison ”ith the govern-
ment school, but folt thet the differosnes should not bo teo grea

"Ther say the y gucrentes rolipious froedom, but wo have to rememoer that also includes
the “froedom! to opposc rzligion. I think we shnll hove to wailt to soe what is their
real sttituds in this commection. Jo ~roe poing on with our usual religious activitics,

"We feel tha all of thise rcqulr‘d and dosirzd changes put together do not affcet our
progrem as o wholo to speak of e Ve ary offoring ¢ course in Russian end one in French
this scmestor so as to onsos o bit tho vory strony omphrsis ws have laid upon English

under the Departmont of Vostern Len-uagos,

7

come to a common egreement a few wesks ago thet if the worst came to worst and we had
only a few students because of prevailing conditions, and we could not sell U. S,
checks, etc., that we would go on even if salaries had to be reduced to a mere sub-
sistence level: 135 catties of rice per month for a single person, 180 for a married
man, and an additional 30 for each child not over 16 yesrs of age. 1 think now that
it will not be necessary for us to go that low, but we shall take steps to bring our
salaries more in line with the government schools.

"o have not dofinitsly deceidsd how much selerics will be reduced. s did, howsver,

"The government school salaries, or living subsidies rather, for this transition period
are as follows: President 280 catties per month, Faculty members 250, clerks 100,
workmen 60. For faculty, each will first get 100 catties, the remaining 150 for each
to be poeled and pro rated according to the selary scale. They hope to revise this
scale when the military program is over and more funds will be available for other
things.

e have just heard thet Mr. Berckman is abls to sell U. S. and Hongkong personal checks
in Shanghal and transmit the proceéds through the appointed benkse. Thet rives us quite
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a sense of relisf, We could bsrely pay August salaries and have enough extra for mere
administrative expenses. We had to curtail all departmental expenditures. The sale of
cabbage seed from the University Farm helped out substantially in providing cash for
telegrams, postage, etc. The Shanghai rate was quoted at $3,500 less a 10% remittance

éee. Vie canrot sell any foreign currency in Foochow, only silver dollars at sbout
2,800.

"Foreigners can move around quite freely in Foochow proper, including Nantai, having
secured their identification certificates. Our western members on the campus cone
under the hsien government and have not yet been called up to get their certificates,

so are handicapped in going to the city.

"ie are not very certain about how mail going abroad gets out. For the present we are
following the practice of sending two copies of each letter to your office, one by
ordinary mail direct from Foochow, and one to Mir. McCoy in Hongkong to be sent from
there by aire. We shall be interestsd to know how much differsnce in time there is
between these two methods.

“Classes are scheduled to begin Monday, September 26, end the lest day for registration

is October 1l. We shall give you the fimal figures for registration soon after that
date n"




®

/‘? CONFIDENTIAL 7 NOVEIBER 1949

CABIE DATED 4 NOVEMBEK 1949 FROM DAVID CHING

FUXIEN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSLITY

ENKOLLYUENT 424 INCLUDING 81 WoMsN. (THERE IS) SOME STUDENT AGITATION (FOR) NEW
COURSES (IN) RUSSION, FRENCH (AND) DI:LICTIC MATERLALISM. (THE) GOVIRNMENT INSTRUCT
(US TO) ORGANIZE (4) FINANCE COMAITTES T.0-THIRDS STUDENTS. (A) BOMB DIOPFED NEAR
(THE) JETTY DAMAGED #WINDONS. (MISS EVA) ASHER PROPOSED (T0) CUT HIR DALARY  (USS)

30 MONTHLY, RETROACTIVE (TO) SEPTZMBER.




% CONFIDENTIAL 14 NOVEVBER 1949

EXCERPTS FROM LETTERS DATED 31 AUGUST AND 29 SEPTEMBER FROM

FUKIEN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

31 August

"While it is not very clear yet just how we may be affected as an
institution, there are indications that we shall be permitted to carry on about as
usual s iMe! in this instance mean all private schools, whether mission or otherwise,
The Principals and head sdministretors of the Vission Schools have met twice to share
common problems. At the first meeting Lin Kwan-te, Donald Hsueh, and Lucy Wang
were nsked to cell on the Commissioner of Education (I am not sure I am using the
proper terminology for that office), which they did. They gave their report at the
second meeting, They did not find the head men, but saw the sccond in charge, and
found him to be very friendly., He definitely sald they had no idea of closing the
private institutions, because they were actually helping the govermment in training
leaders, etc. He further seid that they weuld not interfere with the emount of fees
collected so long as it was rsasonable, nor with salariess The only changes
mentioned to date are that the so~called reactionary courses (Sen liin Chu I and
Ethics for us, and military training and boy scouts for the high schools) should be
dropped and the Personnel Office reorganized, that is,; there should be no Dean of
Personnel. There will be freedom of religion, freedom to believe and freedom not
to believe; we can have religious activities, but not compulsory. Well, that has
been the case since 1927, so that is nothing new or enything to get bothered about."

29 September

"To pick up where I left off on August 31, I would say that in genersdl
there has been considerable clarification at some points in the megntime.

"l, Money. For a time silver dollsrs continued to be used after its hey-day was
supposed to be over. It may be used now in some fdark! plsces, I do not know,
but it is no longer clinked glibly in the shopse It is supposed to be sold to
the bank only. The rate fluctuates between 21600 = $2000, Just recently green
backs can be sold through the bank at $3500. 1so’, just recently we have heard
thet Berckmenn in Shanghail can sell Hongkong end UsSe checks and transmit the
proceeds to Foochow through the anpointed banks, the last exchange rate I heard
being 3500, All of this mives us quite a sense of relief. We had barely
enough on hand to pay August salsries and to pay for the actual administrative
expense of keeving things going, until we began to collect fees on September 19,

"5,  Schools. I think all of the mission schools in Foochow, except Hwa Nan, have
opened, and all with reduced enrollments.  The last I heard both ACC and FC had
slizhtly over half of last year's numbers The high schools started registration
ebout the same time, and students were very slow to come forward and begin
registreting. There seemed to be two reasons for this: First, if one had enough
to pay school fees it was admitting that his family was not so bad offs second,
a1l students seemed to have the idea that the new regime would see to it thet
they ret their education practicelly free, so they held back waiting for something
to happen, even though the authorities had assured the administrators of private
schools thet they did not intend to interfere with fees, salaries, etc. Even
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after the high schools hed succeeded in getting this idea ecross to their students,
ours still had the idea that they mirht be able to browbeat our fees down to
almost nothing, but we stood firm and had no difficulty in the end. A few
students hinted that if we did not reduce the fees they would get outside help,
but for the most part the students were very reasonable and showed a good spirit
in all of their negotiations with the administration. We, as did other schools,
eased the situation considerably by permitting 'poor' students to make payments
in installments, all to be paid by November 1. Further, we permitted students
from outside provinces to defer payment entirely until November 1, because there
are not yet any channels through which their parents can remit fundse So far as
we know funds cen be remitted to Foochow only from Shanghai, no other place.

"350 F.C.U. students have registered to date. There will not be a great many
more unless Amoy is soon literated and the students from that area can get trans-
portation. Very few Amoy students have come to date - a few got in by the skin
of their teeth before August 17 and a few since by military trucks. Also meny
Hinghwa students have not yet come. Even & week ago we thought we would be doing
very well to have 200! It truly is difficult for meny students to continue their
study ot this time. Unemployment is a problem yet and anybody showing signs of
hoving money or property have to pay good taxes, etce

w3,  Qourses. The San Kin Chu I, Bthies, Logic, and Philosophy are all cancelleds
The San i'in Chu~I is to be replaced by the New Democracy, and the others by
dislectic and historical materialisme Modern Chinese History is to be re-inter-
preteds For the present we continue History as of old plus supplementery material
which will be supplied. ie are not inm a position yet to give any of the other
courses, and we sre not being pushed because the material for seme is in the
process of preparation. Nothing has been said sbout the teaching of English.
In the spirit of the New Era, however, we have added a course in Russian (taught
by Kan Chin Hao's brother) which is very popular with nearly 100 students register=--
ing for it, and a course in French. We do not have any one prepared to give a
course in the New Democracy, but we have a student-faculty study group trying to
learn sbout itl New songs are replacing the old ones; we can only sing the
college song at the moment in convocation. No flags, no pictures as yet accom=-
panying convocations In other words, we cen make it what we want to = no
regulations about it.

"4, Administrative Reorganization. The only 'must' in this field is that the Dean
of Personnel must be repleced by a Student Guidance Committee with student repre~
sentation, which in actuality is just a replica of our old Student Relations
Committees Nr. Meng, the former Dean of Personnel, will be the chairman, with
other faculty members avpointed by the Administrative Committee, and three student
representatives to be appointed by the Student Self-Government Associatione Te
know that it is looked upon with favor by the authorities, though not yet stated
in the form of an order, that the administration be reorganized so that all groups
will be represented. Toward this end, we are proceeding as follows:

a) The old University Council consisting of department heads, deans, and others
by virtue of office and a certain number elected, 1s being scrapped. It will be
reorganized to consist of the present Administrative Committee members, including
T. Ho Wang when he arrives (7), three others (faculty) to be elected by the
teaching faculty group, one to be appointed by the clerk-workmen group combined,
and one by the Student Self-Govermnment Associatione. This means an organization
of the teaching faculty representing one group on the cempus, and the staff-
workmen another, together with the SSGAs The ideas from the various groups to
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be made known throush the University Council., e slso propose to have three
' student reprssentatives on the Scholarship Committee. We do not propose to have
any student representation on the Administrative Committee.

b) To appoint an Auditing Commitiece consisting of representatives from ail

groups to study the finances so as to make for vbetter understandine emoneg the
various grouos, The financial report will be published yearly. Needless to say,
everybody is interested in finances as they affect student fees and faculiy
salaries.

"This reorranization is still in process, but it shculd be completed soon after
all of the students are here (Cot. 11 last day for rogistration) and they can
avnoint, their official representativese.

"5, General Attitude of Authorities in substance is, re schools: you know more
about running vour school than we do and for the present we do not intend to
interfere, carry on as usual, excevt for the few thinws mentioned above; saying
that they have not had time to make a study of the private schools. Joseph Chen,
David Cheng and Tan Jen kel called on the Governor and the Commissioner of Educa-
tion on S-pt. 8 and were cordially received. That afternoon they end other
members of our facully ettended a meeting of the faculty of all of the private
schools of college grade in Foochow, called by the suthorities, It was at this
meeting that we got the idees sbout chanses which are considered desirable but not
yet in the torder?! form.

"Je hear that a Commission on Hirher Education has been formed in the North which
will later extend its functions to the whole country when the Coelition Government
is formed, and that the decisions to date ere in principle nationwide in scope.
The Cormittee has a sevarate committee for the Study of Private Institutions. So
I think we can expect to have more explicit instructions as time goes on, perhaps
next term even. We are trying to so adjust as to keep a jump ahead of what may
later become orders.

"In short, so fer so good.

"6, Foreigners. No one has any grest complaint to make. TWe are a bit handicapped
in moving about as freely 2s we have been sccustomed to doinge Around the middle
of Sentember foreigners coming under the municipal govermment were asked to make
epplication for resident permits which they have received. But they are not
supposed to po beyond the city bouncary without special permission to travel,

When they want to come down here they are told that 'banditry is too badts We
down here who cocme under the county government have not yet been called. When we
made inquiry about it they ssid they were not readye. We tried to do it through
the municipal govaernment, but no go. The day the Overholts end I went up to see
gbout this, we were held up at the second Jjetty and not rermitted to take the
Vamuoi launch when we were ready to returne %e had to fcool our heels?® in
Foochow overnight, and made it by a sampan from the other side of the river the
next morning, Others have bsen up on occasions of urgent business and had no
difficultys But the sscond jetty must be avoided.

"7, Personnel. We do not yet hesve any replacements for the Scofts and ifiss Thomas
and the MacInneses thouerh Miss Burr may yet get here from Shaowu before the semes-
ter is over. I think the Shaowu missionaries have definitely decided to come
down to Foochow, and i{iss Burr has said if she did have to leave Shaowu this would
be her first choice of sbustitute worke Tom end Frences "ilkinson, Gordon Van
Wyk and Bill Overholt have all stepped in end taken some courses in English,
Elissa Cheng is the Acting Head of the Department.




"Jith the return of T. H. Wang and Ye C. Lin, Chemistry and Physics will be well
staffed, but Biology is in rather a bad way, particularly if Tang Chung Chang
cannot come for full time. Te Hoy Yo Cop, and Chin Yun Min arrived in Hongkong
around September 21 according to a telegram from them, and Tang sometime earlier,
le have had no definite word from the latter except through his familye. The
first three said they were walting for transportation., So we have no idea when
any of them can get here. We hope Tang Chung Chang can come here for full

time and head up the Biology Department. Before August 17 he felt he had: scme
obligation to his former Institute, but I do not know how he feels now. Anyway,
we exnect to have him for part-time. Bill Overholt is Acting head for the
moment ,Pearl Liu having left in Julye.

"Dr. Lu, Phe Do University of Bombay, is a distinct addition to the Agronomy
Depertment, and Dr. Hsieh, Shanghal, a specialist in Rural Extension, hopes to
come as soon as travel is safe for his famlly to come along.

"8, Mall and Transportstion, Just this wsek we began to get a few letters from
America, all with postmark hefore Aucust 17, both ordinsry eand airmail, and even
a few magazines. The P.0, will not accept airmaill letters, as there is no air
service from here, so we have to send such letters to Mr. dMcCoy (Lewistine M.
licCoy, Room B-l, 22 Hennessy Road, Hongkong) to be mailed from Hongkonze How
letters by ordinery mail ever get to a boat going abroad, if st all, I do not
know, Bus service between here and Shanghai was recently started, five days.
Letters from Shenghai have been coming more promptly since then, I understand
many trucks ply between the two centers bringing goods of all kinds. There is
no boat service out from Foochow on account of planes from Formosa controlling
the blockade quite effectivelye e have visits quite ofteno Boat service to
Nanping sterted up soon alter August 17. Dr. Downie returned to that city. How
mail gets to Hongkong I do not know, unless as rumor reports it goes overland to
Tientsin and down by bhoet from there. It is said that boats are convoyed
between these two centerse.

"9. Prices snd Currency are more stable than they have been for some time, which
is a great help, Prices are down as compared with those at the time of
liberation and immediately afterwards. Rice hes been around JIP;30,000 =140,000.

"So you see, little by 1little, thines in general are becoming more regularized.

"10s Cheeloo ledical School is planning to move back to Tsinane I understand they
are all pacled up waiting for funds. The government is furnishing them with
trucks, they themselves supplying the gasoline, to take them to some rail head,
I eam not sure just where. Bryson and Stevhen Chang objected to rushing off so
fast, but the students enparently were in about the ssme state of mind as were
ours in Shaowu in the fall of 1945 - determinsd to return home at any costs. I am
not sure that Stephen will follow the school to Tsinan.* Chen Hwa Liang's son,
Chung~-te plans to go along with theme. I think others from here were also admitted.

"Ve have not made up our minds yet whether or not we can afford to run the electric
light plant. If every group is willine to pay its share we shall proceed to try
to get the necessary oil, but we cernot run it on a tcharitable! basis. Of course,
evervbody wants light, and I went my radio most of all.

"I seem to have come to the end of 'all the news that is fit to print', but I can
readily imagine that you will s+till have any number of unanswered questions when
you reach this point."

*Dr. Chang is now in Honglonge W.P.F.
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EXCERPTS FROM LETTTRS DATED 31 AUGUST AND 29 SEPTEMBER FROM

FUKIEN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

31 August

"While it is not very clear yet just how we may be affected as an
institution, there are indications that we shall be permitted to carry on about as
usual e "We? in this instance mean all private schools, whether mission or otherwise.
The Principals and heed sdministrstors of the Vission Schools have met twice to share
common problems., At the first meeting Lin Kwen=-te, Donald Hsueh, and Lucy Wang
were asked to call on the Commissioner of Education (I am not sure I am using the
proper terminology for that office), which they did. They gave their report at the
second meeting. They did not find the head man, but saw the second in charge, and
found him to be very friendly. He definitelyv said they had no idea of closing the
private institutions, because they were actually helping the govermment in training
leaders, etce He further sald that they would not interfere with the amount of fees
collected so long as it was reasonable, nor with salaries. The only changes
mentioned to date are that the so~called reactionary courses (San liin Chu I and
Ethics for us, and military training and boy scouts for the high schools) should be
dropped and the Personnel Office reorganized, that is, there should be no Dean of
Personnels There will be freedom of religion, freedom to believe and freedom not
to believe; we can have religious activitiss, but not compulsory. Well, that has
been the case since 1927, so that is nothing new or anything to get bothered about."

29 September

"To pick up where I left off on August 31, I would say that in genergl
there has been considerable clarification at some points in the megntime.

"l. Moneye. For a time silver dollars continued to be used after its hey-day was
supposed to be over, It may be used now in some 'dark! pleces, I do not know,
but it is no longer clinked glibly in the shops. It is supposed to be sold to
the bank onlye. The rate fluctuates between (1600 = {2000, Just recently green
backs can be sold through the bank at {3500, Also, just recently we have heard
that Berckmann in Shanghai can sell Hongkong and U.S. checks and transmit the
proceeds to Foochow through the anpointed banks, the last exchange rate I heard
being 33500 All of this pgives us quite a sense of relief., We had barely
enough on hand to pay August salaries and to pay for the actual administrative
expense of keeping things going, until we began to collect fees on September 19.

"2. Schoolse. I think all of the mission schools in Foochow, except Hwa Nan, have
opened, and all with reduced enrollments. The last I heard both ACC and FC had
slightly over half of last year's number. The high schools started registration
about the same time, and students were very slow to come forward and begin
registrating. There seemed to be two reasons for this: First, if one had enough
to pay school fees it was admitting that his family was not so bad off; second,
all students seemed to have the idea that the new regime would see to it thst
they ret their education practically free, so they held back waiting for something
to happen, even though the authorities had assured the administrators of private
schools that they did not intend to interfere with fees, salaries, etce Even
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after the high schools hsd succeeded in getting this idea across to their students,
ours still had the idea that they mirht be able to browbeat our fees down to
almost nothing, but we stood firm and had no difficulty in the end. A few
students hinted that if we did not reduce the fees they would get outside help,
but for the most nert the students were very reasonable end showed a good spirit
in all of their negotiations with the administration. We, as did other schools,
eased the situation considerably by permitting tpoor' students to make payments
in instellments, all to be paid by November 1l. Further, we permitted students
from outside provinces to defer payment entirely until November 1, because there
are not yet any channels through which their parents can remit funds. So far as
we know funds can be remitted to Foochow only from Shanghai, no other place.

"350 F.C.,U. students have registered to date. There will not be a great many
more unless Amoy is soon liherated and the students from that area can get trans-
portation. Very few Amoy students have come to date - a few got in by the skin
of their teeth before August 17 and a few since by military trucks. Also meny
Hinghwa students hsve not yet come, Even a week ago we thought we would be doing
very well to have 200} It truly is difficult for many students to continue their
study et this time. Unemployment is a problem yet and anybody showing signs of
having money or property have to pay good taxes, etce

Courses. The San I'in Chu I, Bthics, Logic, and Fhilosophy are all cancelled.
The San i'in Chu~I is to be replsced by the Wew Democracy, and the others by
diaslectic and historical materialism. Modern Chinese History is to be re~inter-
pretede For the present we continue History as of old plus supplementery material
which will be supplied. e are not inm a position yet to give any of the other
courses, and we are not being pushed because the material for same is in the
process of preparation. Nothing has been said about the teaching of English.

In the spirit of the New Era, however, we have added a course in Russian (taught

by Ken Chin Hao's brother) which is very popular with nearly 100 students register-
ing for it, and a course in Frenche We do not have any one prepared to give a
course in the New Democracy, but we have a student-faculty study group trying %o
learn sbout ity New songs are replacing the old ones; we can orly sing the
college song st the moment in convocation. No flage, no pictures as yet accom-
panying convocatione In other words, we can make it what we want to - no
regulations about ite.

Administrative Reorganization. The only 'must' in this field is that the Dean
of Personnel must be replaced by a Student Guidance Committee with student repre-
sentation, which in actuality is just a replica of our old Student Relations
Committee. Vr. Meng, the former Dean of Personnel, will be the chairman, with
other faculty members appointed by the Administrative Committee, and three student
representatives to be avpointed by the Student Self-Government Association. We
know that it is looked upon with favor by the authorities, though not yet stated
in the form of an order, that the administration be reorganized so that all groups
will be represented. Toward this end, we sre proceeding as follows:

a) The old University Council consisting of department heads, deans, and others
by virtue of office and a certain number elected, is Leing scrapped. It will be
reorganized to consist of the present Administrative Committee members, including
T. Ho Wang when he arrives (7), three others (faculty) to be elected by the
teaching faculty group, one to be eppointed by the clerk-workmen group combined,
and one by the Student Self-Govermment Associstion. This means an organization
of the teaching faculty representing one group on the campus, end the staff-
workmen another, together with the SSGA. The ideas from the various groups to
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be made known throuch the University Councils. e also propose to have three
student representatives on the Scholarship Committee. We do not propose to have
any student representation on the Administrative Committee.

b) To appoint an Auditing Committee consisting of representatives from all

groups to study the finances so as to make for better understanding among the
various groups. The financial report will be published yearly. Needless to say,
everybody is interested in finances as they affect student fees and faculty
salaries,

"This reorranization is still in process, but it should be completed soon after
all of the students are here (Oct. 11 last day for registration) and they can
aonoint their official representatives.

"5. General Attitude of Authorities in substance is, re schools: you know more
about running your school than we do and for the present we do not intend to
interfere, carry on as usual, except for the few thinews mentioned above, saying
that they have not had time to make a study of the private schools, Joseph Chen,
David Cheng and Tan Jen ¥ei called on the Governor and the Commissioner of Educa-
tion on S¢pte 8 and were cordially received. That afternoon they end other
members of our faculty attended a meeting of the faculty of all of the private
schools of college grade in Foochow, called by the suthorities. It was at this
meeting that we mot the idees gbout chanmes which are considered desirable but not
yet in the forder® forme.

"ile heaf that a Commission on Hirher Education has been formed in the North which

j]? will later extend its functions to the whole country when the Coalition Government
is formed, and that the decisions to date are in principle nationwide in scope.
The Committee has a sevarate committee for the Study of Private Institutions., So
I think we can expect to have more explicit instructions as time goes on, perhaps
next term evens We are trying to so adjust as to keep a jump ahead of what may
later become orderss

"In short, so far so goode.

"6, Foreigners. No one hss any great complaint to make. TWe are a bit handicapped
in moving sbout as freely as we have been sccustomed to doinge Around the middle
of Sentember foreigners coming under the municipal government were asked to make
epplication for resident permits which they have received. But they ere not
supposed to go beyond the city boundary without special permission to travel,

When they want to come down here they ere told that 'banditry is too badls e
down here who come under the county government have not yet been called. When we

\g& made inquiry ebout it they said they were not ready. We tried to do it through
the municipal government, but no go. The day the Overholts and I went up to see
sbout this, we were held up at the second jetty and not permitted to take the
Nemuoi launch when we were ready to return. We had to 'cool our heels! in
Foochow overnight, and made it by a sampan from the other side of the river the
next morning, Others have bzen up on occasions of urgent business and had no
difficultys But the second jetty must be avoided.

"7, DPersonnel. We do not yet have any replacements for the Scotts and iiss Thomas
j[, and the MacInneses thourh Iliss Burr may yet get here from Shaowu before the semes-
ter is overs. I think the Shaowu missionaries have definitely decided to come
down to Foochow, end i:iss Burr has said if she did heve to leave Shaowu this would
be her first choice of sbustitute worke. Tom eand Frances Wilkinson, Gordon Van
Wyk and Bill Overholt have all stepped in end taken some courses in English.
Elissa Cheng is the Acting Head of the Department.




"iyith the return of T. He. Wong and Yo Cs Lin, Chemistry and Physics will be well
staffed, but Biology is in rather a bad way, particularly if Tang Chung Chang
cannot come for full time. Te Hey, Yo Co, and Chin Yun Min arrived in Hongkong
around September 21 according to a telegram from them, and Tang sometime earlier.
fle have had no definite word from the latter except through his family. The
first three said they were waiting for transportation. So we heve no idea when
any of them can get here. We hope Tang Chung Chang can come here for full

time and head up the Biology Department. Before August 17 he felt he had: scme
cbligation to his former Institute, but I do not know how he feels now. Anyway,
we expect to have him for part-time. Bill Overholt is Acting head for the
moment ,Pearl Liu having left in Julye.

"Wr. Lu, Phe Do University of Bombay, is é distinect addition to the Agronomy
Department, and Dr. Hsieh, Shanghai, a specialist in Rural Extension, hopes to
come as soon as travel is safe for his family to come alongo.

"8s Mail and Transportation. Just this week we began to get a few letters from
America, all with postmark before August 17, both ordinery and airmail, and even
a few magazines. The Ps0Oo will not accept airmail letters, as there is no air
service from here, so we have to send such letters to Mr. licCoy (Lewistine Mo
NcCoy, Room B-1, 22 Hennessy Road, Hongkong) to bLe mailed from Hongkonge  How
letters by ordinary mail ever get to a boat going abroad, if at all, I do not
know. Bus service between here and Shanghsi was recently started, five days.
Letters from Shanghai have been coming more promptly since then, I understand
many trucks ply between the two centers bringing goods of all kinds.  There is
no boat service out from Foochow on account of planes from Formosa controlling
the blockade quite effectivelye. We have visits quite often, Boat service to
Nanping sterted up soon after August 17. Dr. Downie returned to that city. How
mail gets to Hongkong I do not know, unless as rumor reports it goes overland to
Tientsin and down by boet from there. It is said that boats are convoyed
between these two centerse.

"9, Prices and Currency are more stable than they have been for some time, which
is a great help. Prices are down as compared with those at the time of
liberation and immediately afterwards. Rice hss been around JVP;30,000 =340,000.

"So you see, little by little, things in general are becoming more regularized.

"10, Cheeloo Medical School is planning to move back to Tsinan. I understand they
are all packed up waiting for fundse. The government is furnishing them with
trucks, they themselves supplying the gasoline, to take them to some rail head,

I em not sure just where. Bryson and Stephen Chang objected to rushine off so
fast, but the students apparently were in about the same state of mind as were

ours in Shaowu in the fall of 1945 - determined to return home at any cost. I am
not sure that Stephen will follow the school to Tsinan.* Chen Hwa Liang's son,
Chung-te plans to go along with them, I think others from here were also admitted.

"We have not made up our minds yet whether or not we can afford to run the electric
light plant. If every group is willine to pay its share we shall proceed to try
to pet the necessary oil, but we carnot run it on a ‘'charitable' basis. Of course,
everybody wants light, and I want my radio most of all.

"I seem to have come to the end of 'all the news that is fit to print', but I can
readily imegine thet you will still have any number of unanswered questions when
you reach this point."

*Dre Chang is now in Hongkonge W.P.F.
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CABLE DATED 15 NOVEMBER CONCERNING

EAST CHINA UNION UNIVERSITY

(A) FULL MEETING MONDAY (OF THE) PROVISIONAL BOARD (OF THE) PROPOSED EAST
CHINA UNIVERSITY RECEIVED REFORTS (FROM ITS) SUBCOMMITTEE (AND) REVISWED NEGOTIATIONS
WITH SAS BOARD (AND) APPROVED DRAFT LEASE FOR SIGWINr (IN) NEW YORK BETWEEN UBCCC
(AND) SAS TRUSTEES FOR USE (OF THE) PROPZRTY (FOR) FIVE AWD (A) HALF YEARS BEGINVING
JANUARY ONE 1950, UBCCC PAYING TAXES, INSIDE REPAIRS, INSURANCE, (AND) ANNUAL
DEPRECIATION (OF) TWO THOUSAND. (WE) ESTIMATE (THAT AT) PRESENT (RATE OF) EXCHANGE
(TH"SE WILL) TOTAL ABOUT TWELVE THOUSAND ANNUALLY. WE PLAN JOINT INSTRUCTION (OF)
EXISTING UPP%R CLASSES (IN) ENGINSERING (AND) SCIENCE OF (THE) THREE INSTITUTIONS,
(A TOTAL OF) APPROXIMATELY FIVE HUNDRED STUDENTS, THUS STRENGTHENING FACULTY,
EQUIPMENT, TEACHING EFFICIENCY, (AND) MORALE, MAKING POSSIBIE (A) STRONG CHRISTIAN
CONTRIBUTION IN SCIENTIFIC (AND) TECHNOLOGICAL EDUCATION, (AND) PROVIDING (A) BASE
FOR RESEARCH AND POSSIBLE FUTURE POSTGUADUATE WORK. (WE) HOPE (THIS) PLAN WOULD
APPEAL (TO) GOVERVMENT AUTHORITIES (AND) GIVE (THE) THRIE INSTITUTIONS COPPORTUNITY
(TO) SERVE TOGETHER. (THE) PLAN PROVIDES (FOR) JOINT ADMINISTRATION, COMBINED
INSTRUCTION, (AND) COMMON LIBRARY, LABS, (AND) DORMITORY STUDENT LIFE,  (THE)
PROVISIONAL BOARD REQUESTS GPANTS FROM BAST CHINA UNIVERSITY RESERVE FUND FOR THIS
JOINT UNDERTAKING BESIDES (THE) TWELVE THOUSAND ABOVE. (OUR) ESTIMATE (IS) AS
FOLLOWS: PURCHASE (OF) SAS FURNITURE, EQUIPMENT, ETCETRRA, FIVE TO TEN THOUSAND:
INITIAL GRANT FOR NEEDED NEW EQUIFMENT, SCIENCE TWENTY THOUSAND, ENGINEERING TWENTY
THOUSAND: MOVING EXPENSES, NEW FURNITURE, WTCETERA, FIVE THOUSAND: ANNUAL GRANT
FOR JOINT INSTRUCTIONAL CENTER, FIFTEEN THOUSAND IN ADDITION TO PRESENT GRANTS TO
THREE INSTITUTIONS. (WE ARE) MAILING (A) DRAFT AGREEMENT TO YOU FOR APPROVAL (IN)
NEW YORK.

UBCCC “OULD THEN HOLD (THE) PROEERTY (FOR) FIVE YEARS (AND) LEASE TO (THE)
PROVISIONAL BOARD {OF) EAST CHIN® UNIVERSITY FOR (A) NOMINAL SUM., WE CONSIDER THIS
(AN) UNUSUAL OPPORTUNITY (AND) EARNESTLY REQUEST FAVORABLE CONSIDERATION BY UBCCC,
ENABLING US (TO) GO FORWARD COOFERATIVELY NOW RATHER THAN 7AIT INDEFINITELY. IF
UBCCC ENDORSES (THE) PLAN *“E SHALL THEN SEEK OFFICIAL APPROVAL (OF THE) THREE
BOARDS DIRECTORS AND FACULTIES IN CHINA, ALSO (OF THE)GOVERNMENT EDUCATIONAL
AUTHORITIES, BEFORE YOU SIGN (THE) LEASE.

DAVID AU (ST. JOHN'S)
Y. Co YANG (SOOCHOW)

FRANK PRICE (HANGCHOW)

Requested Grants:
Initial Expenditures

Purchase of SAS furniture, etc. $5,000 - $10,000

New Science Equipment 20,000

New Engineering Equipment 20,000

Moving Expenses, etce 5,000

~$50,000 55,000

Annual Expenses

Rent, taxes, depreciation #12,000

Joint Instruction 15,000

327,000 annually




November 23, 1949

VNr, David Au,
DP. Y. Ce Yang
Dr. Frank W. Price

My deer Friends:

You no doubt have already received my cable as follows:

ADVISE PROVISIONAL BOARD UBCCC GIVES ~EVERAL APPROVAL PROPOSED PLAN STOP NCW
CONSULTING WITH SAS TRUSTEES REGARDING DETAILS CONTRACT RENT PROPERTY PURCHASE
SAS EQUIPMENT STOP APPROVE FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS NEW FURNITURE MOVING EXPENSES
ETCETERA PLUS TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS NOT FCRTY THOUSAND DOLLARS SCIENCE
AND ENGINEERING EQUIFMENT STOP APPROVE ANNUAL G ANT SIX THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR
ADMINISTERING PROJECT PLUS ZIGHT THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR TAXES TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS
DEPRECIATION AND TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR INSIDE REPAIRS INSURANCE ETTCETERA
STOP UNUSED TAX MONEY AVAILABIE CTHER USES STOP ADDITIONAL FUNDS AND EQUIFMENT
NEEDED MUST BE SUPPLIED BY THR&E UNIVERSITIES STOP PROJECT UNDER CONTROL
PROVISIONAL BOARD EAST CHINA UNION UNIVERSITY STOP MO DUPLICATION WORK DCNE SAS
CAMPUS BY ANY OF THE THREE UNIVERSITIES STOP PURPOSE IMPROVE QUALITY WORK
PROMOTE UNION THREE UNIVSRSITIES N ITHOUT INCREASING ENROLLMINT STOP AWAITING
YOUR INSTRUCTICONS BEFORE SIGNING CONTRACT.,

This ceble is an attempt to state as concisely as possible the action

teken by the Trustees at their Stated Meeting on November 18th. This action was
as follows:

"I.

To authorize the President and Executive Secretary of the United Board for
Christien Colleges in China to sign a contract with the Trustees of the
Shanghai American School by which the cempus and buildings of the Shanghai
American School are leased to the United Board for a period of five and a half
years begimnning January 1, 1950 on the following terms:

1. In lieu of rental, the United Boerd agrees to pay taxes up to but not
in excess of $8,000 per year. Any taxes in excess of this amount are to
be the responsibility of the Trustees of the Shenghai American School.

The United Board agrees to pay the Trustees of the Shanchai American
School $2,000 annually for depreciastion in property.

The Unitéd Board holds itself responsible for insurence and interior
repairs not exceeding 32,000 per year. The Trustees of the Shanghai
American School are to be responsible for all exterior repairs.

The United Board agrees to purchase the furniture and equipment of the
Shanghai American School for 5,000,

It is understood that this agreement is to be automatically cancelled if
the Chinese government should take over the property or meke it impossible
for the institution to function.
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To approve of the Provisional Board of Bast China Union University expending
$35,000 of the $250,000 reserved in their csmpus fund for the following items:

l« Purchase of Shanghai American School furniture and equipment § 5,000
2¢ Purchase of new furniture and other initiael expenses 5,000
3. Purchase of new laboratory equipment for science and engineerw

ing 25,000

Total ~%35,000

To allocate $9,000 to cover all running expenses of the union Science and
Engineering work on the Shanghai American School campus for the half year
January 1 - June 30, 1950, of which (6,000 is from the East China reserve
fund and $3,000 from the Special Project Fund of the United Board.

To register the expectation of the Trustess that usable equipment from Hangchow
University, St. John's University and Soochow University which can be released
by the three schools, should be used in the union project on the Shanghai
Americen School campuse

To register further the earnest expectation of the Trustees of the United
Board that this project will be the occasion for improving the quality of the
work on the three campuses and not for the expansion of student bodies, and
with the understanding that the upper classes of the Science and Engineering
Schools of the three institutions will be transferred to the Shanghai Americen
School campus,

To meke clear the understanding of the Trustees of the United Board that
responsibility for the administration of this projeet will rest with the
Provisional Board of East Chins Union University and that all funds for the
support of this project will be sent to the Provisional Board in the hope
that this project may help the move for the establishment of the East China
Union University."

Please allow me to make certsin remarks regarding this matter,

On next Tuesday, November 29th, the Trustees of the SAS will meet to
consider the agreement to be made between them snd the United Board. At that time
we will have before us for approval Article I. If we can agree upon these terms the
SAS Trustees will appoint representetives to sign the agreement for them just as the
United Board has done. This agreement, however, will not be signed until after we
receive further instructions from youe It is expected that these instructions will
not have to do with the details of the contract but with whether any contract is
desired. We note from your cablegram that this matter is to be brought before the
field Boards of the three universities concerned and before their faculties, If,
after conferring with them, the Provisional Board of the East China Union University
wishes a contract drawn, we can then sign the apgreementa.

It will be exceedingly difficult to zet another meeting of the UBCCC
Trustees and of the SAS Trustees to vote on chanres sugeested in this agreement. MNr,
Helde is coming all the way from Florida for the meeting on Tuesday. The United
Board Trustees will not meet until the 20th of January. It is next to impossible to
call a special meetings We hope, therefore, that the five sections under Article
I may be left to the discretion of the two Boards of Trustees here in New York.
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As to Artiele II, you will note that provision is made for the purchase
of the Shanghai Americen School furniture and equipment. It also provides the
emount requested by you for new furniture, moving expenses, etc. There was a great
deal of discussion regarding the purchase of new laboratory equipment for Science
and Engineering. In the first plece it was felt that the doing of the work proposed
on the SAS campus would relesse important and expensive equipment owned by the three
institutions whieh should be available for the work on the SAS campus. The Trustees
were not convinced that so large an amount as $40,000 was really neededs In the
second place, it is impossible at the present time even to send magezines and books,
much less laboratory equipment to Shanghai. After very full and sarnest discussion
of this matter it was voted to make $25,000 available for laboratory equipment for
both Science and Engineering, the total being $25,000 for both and not $20,000 for
each as requestede The $35,000 in Article II is to come out of the funds reserved
for the ECUU campuss

In regard to Article III, you will note that 39,000 is voted for a half
yeare This is at the rate of $18,000 for the entire year. This amount is arrived
at by providing the $12,000 needed to meet the oblisations in Sections 1, 2 and 3 of
Article I, plus $6,000 for running expenses of the new project. You will note thet
this latter figure is $9,000 less than the $15,000 asked by you. The Trustees were
quite decided that in the expense of this SAS project the three universities should
have a share. They believe that $6,000 would be sufficient if from the budgets of
the three institutions the amount saved by the transfer of the upper classes in
Science and Engineering to the SAS cempus would be used to finance the work on the
SAS campuse This would require a transfer of (3,000 per year from each of the three

institutions if the 415,000 mentioned by you in your cable is necessary to finance
this worke

Article IV has already been commented on as above. The Trustees are
interested in this proposition only as it represents a union enterprise, not a
cooperative enterprise nor an additional undertsking. If, as is proposed, the three
institutions combine their upper classes in Science and Engineering on the SAS
campus and in doing so cease giving these courses on their own cempuses, there should
be equipment available for the union work on the SAS cempus. The Trustees expect
thet this equipment be sent there and used for this purnose rather than that new
equipment will be purchased for use there, duplicating equipment already in hand
which should be available.

Articles V and VI are extremely important. As mentioned above, the
Trustees look upon this as a union project. They wish it to be under the Provisional
Board of East China Union University and not the faculties of the three institutions.
Tt is because they believe that this will meke for ultimate union of the three
institutions that the funds mentioned were allocated. In this the Trustees were
quite clear and unanimous. They expect by the development of this project not only
to advence the union of the three institutions but to raise the quality of worke. They
therefore object to this being made an opportunity to take in 500 other students to
replace those removed to the SAS campus from the campuses of the three institutions.
The Plenning Committee has registered its disapprovel of an enlerged student body in
East Chinas In this the Trustees heartily concur and wish to meke this clear in
grarting approval to the proposed plane

You will note that in my ceble I stated that if the (38,000 mentioned in
Article I, Section 1, for payment of taxes is not needed for that purpose the Trustees
are willing for this amount to be used by the Provisional Board of East China Union
University for the development of the SAS campus project in such way es they wish.




In other words, if the taxes can be entirely remitted, this $8,000 will be paid

each year to the Provisional Board and spent by them along with the $6,000 for rumning
expenses and the 42,000 for insurance and interior repair. For exsmple, if the

texes are $5,000, the difference between the $8,000 and the $5,000, or $3,000,

will be available for other expensese. It is hoped that this may help you in deal-
ing with the officiels concerned in seekine a remission of taxes. It will not re-
duce the amount spent by the United Board but will increase the amount available for
the training of Chinese students,

. It is exceedingly difficult, as you know, to go into full details in a
cable. I hope, however, that the gist of this was clear in the cable quoted above
and that it hes been possible on the basis of this information to take up this
matter with those concerned in Shanghei. As soon as we hear that the Boards and
faculties concerned have granted approval we will be in a position to sign the
agreement between the two groups of Trustees. You mention sending en agreement

to use Our lawyers here will doubtless be able to draw up a satisfactory document
for our signature.

With warmest personal regards to each and all of you and assuring yoﬁ
of my continued interest in East China Union University, I am,

Yours cordial ly,

Je Mclullen
e Secretary




FUKISN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

Some Salient Facts about Finances

December 16, 1949

Actual JIP figures in the budget presented to the Bosrd of ianagers on October 25
have long since been out of date. They do, however, still furnish a besis for

study as they were based on the prevailing rate of exchange and price of rice at
that time.

pxzchonge, llanv pecple on the campus thinl: thet becmuse exchange has increased
2bout 45 times over the budget rate of $3500 many of our financial problems have
been solved.

The following facts should be remembered:

a) Every expense item in the budget has donbled or tripled in the meantime.

b) US$10,950 out of the total of (:33,142.32 zssured UsS, income had already
been sold before liberation, practicelly all of which was at an exchange
rate of less than $1 Silver.

¢) The $7,400 sold since liberation to date hes averaged only $8,280.

d) There remains only $14,792 of the assured Us S. income to be sold, including
Harvard-Yenching and Scholarship funds which can be used only for the
pirposes intended, and thus cannot be used for budget deficits cutside of
these particular fields.

e),To date we have no assurance that the Trustees will grant the Mianagers
request to meke available for bLudget deficit US$6,771 from Surplus and
Reserve Funds held in New Yorkes

Fees:

T a) Total collected to date: 95,610% catties rice (JMPE22,744,140)
b) Still due: 36,671% cettics of rice (at present price $470 - JUP317,235,605)
c) Amount that can be collected for fees next semester arite uncertain.

Past Experience: There has been a tendency during these yesars of greet inflation
for the price of rice to greatly increase zround China New Year and not +to
come down very much until the summer crop is harvested. Lest year, it increased
from USy5 per load in January to $16 = $18 in lby and June, which meant that
within the six months the amount in U.S.currency reguirsd to pay salaries
increased three times or more, ¢

Conclusion: In view of the above facts, and the uncertaintiss mentioned, I consider
that our fimancial condition is as critical at this moment as it was when we
considered the budget on October 25, and thet no increase in expenditure should
be made at this time.

Eva M. Asher
Treasurer, F. C. U,




CONFIDINTIAL 1l AFRIL 1950
IXCEPTS FROM A LETTER DATED 11 MARCH 1960 FROM
MISS EVA ASHER, FUIIZN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

"So far as I know, nothing in the way of a general report or news has gone to you
from the campus since Dr. David Cheng wrote you on December 27. That is a long time
not to have anything come out of F.C.U., especially when you are so eager to keep up
with what is going on in all of the Christian Colleges under present conditions. I
think, however, you understend that this long silence is due to the lack of a presi-
dent or any overall administration in the university. During most of this time we
heve thought thet in a few more days we would have a president or 2 committee, and
the responsible person himself would write yous It is for this reason I heve not
written, together with the fact that it is very difficult to write when everything
is so unsettled from within and from without. osut with the problem still unsolved
I shall try to give you some idea of things here.

“"Concerning the administration, the term of service of the Administrative Committese
expired on January %l. They carried on loosely for an additional two weeks, No one
would agree to serve as Chairman, though in actuality . . Wwilkinson as Secretary of
the Committee performed the duties of the Chairmen. On February 21 the Board of
Managers sent a member of the Board, ir. Chang Hsiso-liang, down to be in charge
temporarily. He left on February 24 and has not been here since. Naturally, one
coming in from the outside on a temporary basis could be of very little help even
if he stayed here all the time.

“"In the meantime, the Board of sanagers in the form of the Executive Committee or

the full Board have met some thirty times on this problem since the middle of December
with no final results to date. Dr. Cheng Tso-hsin, formerly Dean and Head of our
Biology Department, but now in Peking, was elected as President and was communicated
with twice by telegram, but he turned it down both times. Then Dr. James Ding was
elected, and has had great pressure brought to bear upon him by the Board itself,
and others, perticularly £.C.C. alumnni end friends on and off the campus, and he has
consistently refused to accepte Professor T. H. Viang, Dean of the Science College
and Head of the Chemistry Depertrent, recently retured from the U. S., was also
elected, and to date he has refused to accept the presidency or the chairmenship of
a committee (he had his choice). Others have been approached re serving on a new
comnittee, OSeveral are willing to serve on the committee, but no one will agree to
be Chairmane At the request of Bishop Cheng, Chairmen of the Boerd, the Faeulty
Association* is meeting this morning to discuss how they think the university should
be run this semester, and to pass on their suggestions to the Boards. This is where
we stand administratively on sarch 11 when registration for the spring semester is
scheduled to begin on march 15.

"Opening of Schoole. We had originally planned to open on March 1, but due to the
lack of any general administration it was postponed until Merch 15. Shortly after
we reached that decision the government postponed the opening of all schools until
liarch 17 There have been many rumors that the opening of schools will be postponed
two months, or even longer, on account of the much talked of struggle to liberate the
ths Iglond cerocs the woye

CABLE 6 APRIL: ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE (CONSISTS OF) CHEN CHING=-PAN, LI LAI-YUNG,

TAN JEN-MEI, (AND) %WANG: TIAO=-HSIN (AS) CuAIRMAN. ENROLIINT (IS) 510, INCLUDING

72 Ti0ILN. CONDITIONS (ARE) GOOD.
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"New Legulations. Ve have had some nevt regulations from the government recently,
mostly concerning the curriculum. Seniors expecting to graduate in June have %o take
the following this semester:

1. The Wurture (or cultivation) of Youth and iao Tze-tung's view of Life 3 ho&rs
2. Current Events Studv. 2

%3« The ilistory of Social Development 3

4, Problzis of the Chinese Revolution 3

5. rolitical and Economic Science (for Arts College and Political 3
Science College) only

"Students may take up to 22 eredit hours. Engzlish, Chinese, History and Socisl
Science not to be required for majors in other deportments.

"This means that seniors graduating in June can teke only 5 hours of regular courses
formerly required for graduation. Those who in this way fulfill the required number
of credit hours according to our system, that is, 138 hours, can graduate this June.
Freshmen, Sophomores, and Juniors can take the ebove new required politicel training
courses on a more graduated scale, and not all &t once as the seniors have to do.

"The new regulations also requested that the faculty and students meke a thorough
study of the curriculum with a view to making it more nearly conform to the new
conditions. To this end the faculty of each department with one or two student rep-
resentatives met snd discussed the courses in their respective departments, From
these departmental groups one teacher and one student were elected to participate in
a general meeting of representatives of all departients to discuss the curriculum as
a whole. OSome changes were made, but I do not know the details, so that will have
to wait until there is a proper authority to write about such matters.

“"Internal Committees

You will remember that we reported soretime ago that we had orgenized the University
Council, a Finance Committee, end a Student Guidance Committee with representatives
from the faculty, students, clerks, worlimen (except no workman on the Student Guidance
Committee). ‘le sent in the membership of these committees to the rovernment for ap-
proval around the middle of December, but never received any reply. We learned from
the new regulations, however, that the committees as organized in the fall semester
would function without change in the spring semester, unless changes needed to be

made because of absence or unfitness to serve, etc, The new regulations elso clearly
state that the University Council is tle highest authoritative body of the univers-
ity. The University Council md the Finrnce Committee hsve been meeting during the

dece (&)

past few weeks in order to pave the wav for the copening of school next week.

"Feess Tuition has been anrounced at 250 catties of rice. iiiscellaneous fees have

not vet been anmnounced. The student representetives on the University Council say
that the students feel that they c¢rnnot pay more than 200 cstties for all fees. In
addition, almost all students would expect financial aid in some form or another.
We 8till have not collected sll the fees for last semester.

"Finances. Any administration thet finally accepts the responsibility of running the
university will step into many almost unsoluble problems, the financial one not being
the least. All groups on the campus know of the financial problems, but it is my
observation that no group will take any real responsibility. Only the few individuals
on vhom the final responsibility falls have to bear the turden practically alone.

The majority of the students and faculty refuse to believe, or refuse to admit that
they believe, that we have financial difficulties. They gossip to the effect that

we have the money but do not want to use it. There were meny rumors last semester
to the effect that I did not report all that wes available. The situation in a nut
shell is that the students want to pay 2lmost no fees and the faculty want full
salary and they are equally unwilling to believe enything which prevents them from
realizing their wishese.




"One of our biggest problems is that of personnel. We heve about the same number of
faculty end staff members as we had when we had & student body of 600, and we hardly
expect more than 250 this semester. uith the economic situation what it is end al-
most impossible for one to get a job, it is 211 but impossible to 'streamline' at
this time. dJven if it were not govermment policy that all heve to be kept (I think
it amounts to thet), no administration could do it and survive.

"Aside from problems arising from the lack of a president, I think all schools in
Foochow have practically the same problems as we do. In genersl, I feel that people
are more discouraged, depressed, end frustrated then last semester. The 'honesymoon'
is wearing of fo"

4

*"The results of the meeting of the Faculty Association this morning referred to
above, were to the effect thet if it is impossible to get a president the group
would support en administrative comnittee. Twenty some voted for a committee and
about 13 for a member of the Board tc come and run the University."
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sTTER DATED 28 ITARCH FROM EVA M. ASHER
FUKISN CHRISTIAN UNIVaREITY

]l "We finally achieved an Administrative Committee on March 18, consist-
ing of Professor T. H, Wang (l'ang Tiao-hsin), Dean of the Science
College and Head of the Chemistry Department, as Chairman, Dr. Joseph
Chen, Dean and Head of ©d. Department, Dr, Li Lai Yung, Dean of the
Agriculture Collese and Head of the Horticulture Department, and Dr.
Tan Jen-mei, Dean of the Arts College and Professor of Zducation. All
of these except T. He l.ang were on the 0ld commlittees, Prof, Viang
returned from the U, S. last December after havqng tvo years of study
st the California Institute of Tecihinology. He is an old F. C., U,
hand, having served here since early in 1930; nlso an alumnus of e
C. Ua He was very reluctant to take the Ch*erHnshwp of the Committee.
Le turned the BOarﬁ of llanagers down a number of times, but finally
when the Board could not produce a president and it was past time for
school to open for the spring semester the Faculty Association and
the University Council prevailed upon him to acoonb it, plecdring their
gupport. It really puts him in a much stronger pogwtlon than 1f he
had accepted it when first approached by the Board., The University
Council has representativeg from the faculty, stulents, staff, and
workmen. One rnpresontab4ve from each group called upon him and
persuaded him, promising support, etc.

"Registration started on ‘larch 21 and classes on ilarch 24. Ve shall
have something over 300 students before the deadline date for registra-
tion. Very few have pald fees in full other than those getting full
support from missionaries, missions, scholarships, etc. About 15,000
catties of rice have been given as student aid, and in addition many
students have been normltted to defer payment to be made later in one
or two installments, for which they must supply a guarantor. They
were required to pay what they owed on last term before they could
register. So all and all, I think we have the fees situation fairly
well in hand. Ve learnsd something from last semester's experience.

"The students have really shown a very good spirit about the whole
thingre They wanted, of course, to pay as little as possible, but they
are not entirely callous to the needs of the school, faculty salaries,
etc. as the students in some of the hirh schools seem to be. All of
their negotiat .ons with the administration about fees, method of pay-
ment, etc.,, have been through the proper recogsnized channels. At
first, they felt the most they could pay would he 12C cattles of rice
for tuition. The University Council, on which there are student
representatives, took the POuLtTOn that 200 catties would be the least
from the standpoint of the school, considering our financial difficul-
ties, final decision being left to the new administration. “The Ad-
ministrative Committee aporoved the 200 for tuition, and a total of
53 for miscellaneous fees, such as dormitory, light, but not including
laboratory feesz., A student withh three or four laboratory fees may run
as high as 300 - 31¢ catties for all fees, not including bosrd for
which 70 catties of rice ner montis 1s considered a moderate amount;
many stulents use lesgs and rmeny more. 70 catties per month will pro-
vide only a few beans, sone vegetables, and a very small piece of meat
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gach day~-no fish, eggs, and other 'delicacies.' he average studuziils
eat 30 catties of rice per ~onth, which leaves only 40 for other things.
So for school fees, board, and incidentals (not including travsl and
clothes ), a stucdent nscds about six loads of rice, 15C catties to the
load, for one term's expenses, or about USJj60 at the present exchang
and price of rice.

"Five days this week, beginning vesterday, Tuesday, are given over to
studying the new democracy~-students and facultye. Guest speakers from
Foochow are scheduled for some mornings, usually long lecturers of 2%
hours or more. Then in the afternoon all break up into small groups
to discuss the lecture of the morning. On the fourth day all the stu-
dents will meet together to discuss 'methods of teaching,' which means
criticising the methods used. They will also take the opportunity to
'eriticise! student aid grarts made from the 15,000 catties of ricse,
mentioned above. That is, whether or not the students to whom the
grants have been made are worthy, need it, etc. ©So all grants were
made on a tentative basis, not to become definite until after this
meeting. If done in the right spirit, it is very good, because actually
students know each others neecds better than any administrative committee
is in a position to know. This method of having the students pass on
such aid would, I think, make students think twice before applying
for:aid unless they really needed it. 'Criticism' as it is used here
means studying a problem or a question from every stendpoint, the good
and the bad elements. The schools in Foochow had this study period
following registration before classes were started,

"The middle schools in Foochow seem to have more trouble than the
colleges, whether private or otherwise, Perhapgs that is the concentra-
tion point for this particular time. I think we would be fooling our-
selves if we think we are being 'favored.' More a matter of not being
ready for higher pickings. Of course, ths internal situation in a
fFiven institution makes a lot of difference as to how outside activities
affect it. Certainly the fact that we are looking for a president com-
plicates our situation, It divided the group into three camps during
the last few months vhen the Board of iManagers were trying to solve
the problem. we are sll united once again in the nrecent Administrative
Committee because everybody knows that T. H. Wang has no desire to be
the Chairman of the committee to say nothing of being president, but
this committee is only for this semcster, No solution for the presidency
is in sight at this time. The one or two poseible candidates in this
area do not satisfy a large enough portion of the campus to warrant
acceptance. oSome qualified outside person would be better under pre s-
ent conditions. But to find such a person who is interested in such
a job is the problem. )

"The activities of the Student Christian Agsociation are starting off
in good form as usual, as well as other religious services on the
campus; no change, no interference, Some ten Christian Fellowship
groups with faculty advicors ere pulling themselves together after the

long vacation., These fellowships meet weskly, with a devotional service
and lively discussion," '
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CONFIDENTIAL | 51 JULY 1950

A LETTER DATED 10 JUNE 1950 FROM |
DEAN T. H. WANG, FUKIEN CHRISTIAN UNIV=RSITY

You may be interested in some of the events taking place on the campus
from time to time.

College Dav. We had a two~-day holiday in connection with celebrating
this occasion, May 24, 25, On the 24th the students held an athletic
meet and on the 25th we had the main celebration consisting of the
general formal meeting in the morning attended by students, faculty,
alummi and college friends from the campus and Foochow City. On the
wihole the meeting was quite successful., A peculiar feature of this
meeting was that the students, faculty, clerks, and workmen were repre-
sented on the program by their respective representatives. They felt
that this was the first College Day which they could call tnelr own,
particularly was this the feeling of the clerks' and workmen's repre-
sentatives. Their speeches were slightly different from those of the
other groups. Their chief points were that formerly the school was
owned and run by the faculty vwhich represented the capitalists and
American imperialists, and this year it was their own so thzy were free
to talk from their own hearts! They indicated theilr desire to make
various "reforms", especially along the line of improvements in the
matter of salaries and their living quarters. The Alumni representative
cave a very good speech recalling his experiences as a student here and
emphasizing the very great changes which have taken place in the univers-
ity in the last ten or fifteen years.

The general celebration was followed by a dinner at noon given by the
university for alumni and friends, numbering more than 100, After
dinner the alumni held their annual meeting. At 3:30 in the afternocn
we had a religlous service in.the chapel which was attended by the alum-
ni, faculty and students, as well as sowme guests. The number attending
this meeting was smaller than the general assewbly in the morning, but
the spirit was very fine., This smaller attendance was quite largely due
to the fact that the exhibitions put on by the various departments were
open at the same time.

In the evening the students, faculty, and workmen nad dinner together,
followed by a program in the assewmbly hall vwhich was sponsored by the
Student Associstion, the chief item being a pley whirh lasted until
gbout 2:00 a.m.} In general everything went well on College Day except
that we had a heavy rain throughout the day.

Tsochers Day. Teachers Day was changed by the new rovernment from
Avgust 27 (Confucius birthday) to June 6., The teachers themselves were
nos particularly enthusiastic about this celehration. Of thelr own
accord the students arranged the program for the entire day. Classes
vant on as usual, but instead of the teachers giving their lectures
students conducted a discussion period. VWhen the teachers arrived in
the class room the students greeted them by rising, and one gave a short
speech of welcome by stating how much they apprecrated the efforts and
labors of the teacher in helping thewm to learn. In a few cases the
teacher was presented with a certificate signed by all members of the
class, and practically all teachers were presented with a small bonruvet
of flowers as a token of apnreciation. The rest of the period was spent




- GLOCUSSing Gue de chot Ui teacuwing, so thos the students with a limited
amount of time available after the heavy schedule of political training
could secure the mazimum benefit from the courses. In the evening the
Student Association sponsored a social evening in honor of the teachers,

Sabbatical Leave. On account of our liridited income the Board of Managers
recently voted to suspend all faculty and staff .sabbatical leave for the
present, effective this summer. The teaching faculty has not shown any
signs of resentment, but the clerks have indicated some attitude of pro-
test against it. Of course teachers receiving scholarships or fellow-
ships from the outside which cover all costs would be wmore or less free
to leave, but without any pay from the university.

tmen's Viages. Ve have recently increased workmen's wages by 15%-20%.
“ was done in response to a request from the workmen, partly because
ectual need and pertly because of the general demand of the Labor
Un'on in Foochow, of which our group here is a member,

Jou
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Close of Spring Semester. Because we opened school later than usual our
serm was originally scheduled to end on July 10. S:versl weeks ago the
gorernment issued a school calendar prolonging the term for all schools
to <uly 28, This is the first time in the history of the university
that the students have requested that the semester be prolonged almost
three weeks, from July 10 to 28. If you recall the weather in Foochow
during your previous visits, you will understand what it means to have
the school term extended far into the summer.

The Presidency.®* Concerning the presidency, it seems %o be a problem
winlch concerns everybody in the schocl now, The present Administrative
Committee was appointed to serve for just this semester, or to July 31,
so a new president should be appointed before August 1 if the university
1s poing to be carried on without interruption and unnecessary confusion.
The Board of Managers has had several meetings this spring, but the num-
ber of possible candidates is very small. It seems to me that all of
those who are qualified are not willing, or are unable, to accept the
appointment because the burden of running the university at the present
time is so very great. Moreover, we have our local problems of cliques
in the faculty, clerks, and students, as well as cliques in Foochow, so
that a candidate who may be acceptable to one group is not acceptable

to another. Then, the candidate should also be acceptable to the govern=-
ment. All of this makes the searching for a candidate very difficult.
Until the problem is solved we are likely to continue to have internal
diffieculties,

Bishop Michael Chang, Chairman of the HBoard of Managers, spent last
week-end (June 2-5) with us. He preached at our Sunday morning service
which was well attended by raculty and students. The rest of the time
h> was here he used in interviewing various faculty members concerning
the problem of the presidency. I understand that he was calling a
mzcting of the Board this week, but I have not yet been notified of
whet action the Board has taken,

Ashers, our Treasurer and Bnglish Secretary to the President, has

o

3sted to be released from her duties to g0 back to the States aftsr

=3
u

re
“he end of the fiscal year, June 30, one year earlier than her regular
surlough. Tais request was made for the reason that tHe bookkeeping
cystem has to be changed and the language used changed from Enclich in
Crineses For a foreigner without a good knowledge of the Chinese
Lenguage 1t would be very difficult to handle the work under the new
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conditions generallys The government requested the school to organize

a Finance Committee composed of representatives of the faculty, clerks,
students, and workmen. This comnittee 1s the lhighest authoritative body
so far as the university finances are concerned. It passes on the school
budget and audit our books, not only once a year but at any time they
see fit. They will also grant or decline requests from the various de=-
nartments or offices for special = propriations. As you can imagine such
a comulttee made up of workmen, clerks, students, and faculty none of
whom has any experience in handling such matters adds many difficulties
to the work of the Treasurer'!s Office, and particularly to a foreigner
' that position. The Administrative Committee carefully considered her
~ecue st and recommended to the Board of lisnagers that it be granted, and
t. ¢ Board has so ap.roved. Due to the uncertainties of travel it is
quite indefinite when Miss Asher will be able to leave Foochow, but she
Wrmes to go out with the first party going.

¥Barly in July a cable from Bishop Chang announced election of Dr. Chu
You=kuang, formerly dean at Lingnan, later educational adviser to U.S,
Cey and for the past three years visiting lecturer at Pomonas. In re=
sponse to a letter of welcome, Dr. Chu reports that he has felt obliged

to decline the invitation. So far as is known here, F. C. U. is still
without a president.
V'ur. P. F.
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 2 OCTOBZR 1950

A LETTER, DATED 7 SEPT., FROM T. H. WANG,
CHATRMAN OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE,
FUKIEN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

I told you about the problem of the presidency in my letter of July 8.
The Board of Managers did not succeed in getting a new president.

Hence the o0ld Administrative Committee consisting of Dean J. M. Tan,
Dean Joseph Chen, Dean Li Lai-yung, and myself were asked to continue

to serve for another semester. Dean Joseph Chen left F.C.U, early in
August to join the faculty of Yenching University, so we have a committe:
of three to carry on the work of this term.

"The immediate problem of the Administrative Committee is to get the
school reorganized for the new school year, the matter of personnel
being of the greatest urgency. All of the foreign members of the
faculty (three families and two. single ladies) plan to leave as soon
as the proper arrangement can be made with the government. Although
they are still here, we cannot count upon any one of them to teach any
courses or to take on any permanent office work. Besides these eight
members, a total of ten Chinese faculty and staff have left us, and
two lecturers are in government training schools for the next half year
which very probably will be prolonged to one year. Putting all of this
together, a total of twenty members have left, or are leaving us, and
it is quite a problem to replace them. We have secured a few new ad-
ditions, but the total additions will be not more than ten thereby
making the net results a reduction of ten or t welve members from our
faculty and staff. This may look like a reduction in our expenditures,
but the actual fact is that it is not, because the leaving of the
foreign members does not save us any expensese. ' '

The Administrative Committee has asked the Board of Managers to make a
request to the #cooperating Mission Boards to provide a financial sub-
sidy in liew of the personnel they usually supply. The eight foreign
members who are leaving us ate: Mr., and Mprs, William W, Overholt of
the Methodist Board; Mr. and Mrs, Gordon Van Wyk of the Reformed Church
of Americaj; Mr. and Mrs. T. R. Wilkinson of the Church Missionary
Society, Londony Miss Leona Burr of the Americen Board, and Miss Asher
who has received her salary from the American Board since January of
this year. Mr., and Mrs., Wilkinson expect to receive their exit permit
in a few days and will leave for Hongkong in less than a week's time,
Permits for Miss Asher wnd Miss Burr way be expected soon after the
Wilkinsons leave. The Overholts and Van Wyks have only recently put in
their applications for an exit permit.

In general the policy of the Administrative Committee is to reduce the
size of both the faculty and staff on the grounds that we have a smaller
student body. We have been trying to shift clerks from one office to
another where needed. Teaching feculty members have been asked to offer
courses in related departments, in order to bring their teaching load
up to the standard of twelve hours, and save the engaging of additional
teachers. In line with the cooperative spirit of the faculty and staff
the Board of Managers has approved the recommendation of the Administrae-
tive Committee to restore spproximately 1/3 of the 25% cut in salary
effective since September 1949.

Concerning tuition fee the general financial condition of society has
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been such that most of the students are incapable of paying what is now
considered as a very nominal amount. Before liberation we collected
250 catties of ricé for tuition (approx.$1l2 US at the present market
price). Last term the tuition fee was reduced to 200 catties, or
approximately $9.00. This term the students are recuesting that it

be reduced to 135 catties, or about US$7.00. This situation is not
confined to F.C.U., but is prevalent throughout the country, so you can
see something of our financial problems. <The highest paid faculty mem=
ber receives 670 catties of rice per month, or about Us$33,00, which is
barely enough to cover the minimum expenses for food for a small family
leaving nothing for other expenses. The few fortunate ones who have
some savings of their own can have a little for other items such as
clothing, books, etc., while those having no savings or other sources
of income are really living on a semi-starvation diet. Thils cannot butb
help have a direct bearing on faculty and staff morale. Many of them
get additional jobs oubtside in order to ease the financial pressure
somewhat, This again reduces morale.

Concerning new students, we have admitted 210, 110 of whom will enter
the Science College with half of the remainder going to each the Arts
College and Agricultural College. The large number going to the Science
College in Foochow and the North Fukien area, and so far we have en=
joyed the reputation of doing good work in science. The smaller number
going to the Arts College is because those who used to come to F.C.U.
for English are now dropping to a very small number. The number in
History and Education are also gradually dropping due to the popular
tendency to go into science and engineering,medicine. Then, too, we
have competition with the Normal Training School which charges no
tuition, but instead pay a regular stipend to the students.. Our Agri-
cultural College also has some competition with the Frovincial Agri-
cultural College.

There are some slipht modificiations in the curriculum recently issued
by the Ministry of Education. The hours for political training are
being reduced, with greater emphasis on regular course work. On the
whole , the government seems to be very cooperative with us, and they
have promised all the help they can possibly give. Some of therse
privileges of being left alone because of the distance from the clty
have not been enjoyed by other Christian institutions, especially the
middle schools. Many of the middle schools have their buildings used
by the government for specid training courses or simllar purposes.

We have five or six units consisting of the River Police, Salt Revenue
inspectors, etc., making a total of about 50 persons, who are stationed
on our campus for headquarters for inspecting the river traffic at our
jetty. So far, they have been most cooperative, and in fact the River
Police and their guards have really helped to protect our campus.

The new school year opens on September 11 for rocgistrations, and classes

begin on the 18th. We are exzpecting to have as good a year, or even

sliphtly better than last year, as there are definite signs that the

faculty and students and the povernment are inteérested in having a

stable and smooth=-running institution. Some of the confusion among all

groups immediately following liberation 1s conspicuously absent this
fall.

% P.S. Will you please take up with the cooperating bosrds (Methodist,
Congregationalist, Reformed Church in America, and the Church Mission-
ary sSociety) the matter of grenting a financial subsidy to help in re-
placing their personnel with Chinese teachers,
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Fukien Christian University

Foochow, China

@
OOCHOW is a port city of 800,000

people. It is the literary, financial
and political capital of Fukien Province,
which has a population of 15,000,000,
and the largest proportion of Christians in
China (over 30,000). It is located mid-
way between Shanghai and Hong Kong,
and about 500 miles from each. The prov-
ince i1s famous for its tea, paper, camphor,
sugar, silk, lumber and lacquer.

The University owns a fifty-acre site,
which has been described as one of the ten
best college sites in the world, on the river
front midway between the city of Foochow
and its harbor. Two buildings for labora-
tory and dormitory purposes are now being
erected. The faculty numbers 16, Ameri-
cans, British and Chinese; and the student
body 125, of whom 80 per cent. are Chris-

tians.

Address
In China, Edwin C. Jones, President,

Fukien Christian University, Foochow,

China.

In the United States, L. B. Moss, Secre-
tary, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y.
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FUKIEN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

CHINA
. MURPHY & DANA ABCHITECTS

FOOCHOW
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CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY.

S1TE AxD Prorosep Pran oF Fuxien
Tue Arrows InNprcates Buinpings Now UnNDErR CONSTRUCTION

LEADERSHIP FOR
NEW CHINA
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Courtesy of the Computing-Tabulating-Recording Co.

FROM~—Abacus and Cue and Long-
sleeves and Shuffling Stride

TO—  Adding-Machine and Modern
Clothes and Brisk Step

FROM—the Worship of Authority
TO—  the Questionings of Science

FROM-—Monarchy to Democracy
FROM-—Conservatism to Progress

HE dauntless vision and patient labor

of the missionaries, the return of stu-
dents fromi*America and FEurope, the com-
mercial and-djplomatic contacts of East and
West, and.tﬁé: W ashington Conference have
brought 'a new day to China. An intellec-
tual and social revolution is in progress,
more significant than the political move-
ment which overthrew the Manchus, without,
however, getting rid of their corruption,
and the political chaos that accompanies it.

HE signs of the times in China are
Patriotism, Nationalism, a New Edu-
cational Program, including the establish-
ment of National and private Universities,
a Revival of the old Religions, the Rise of
Industry, and the New Thought Tide, or

Chinese Renaissance.

The logical representative of these new
intellectual movements is the alert young
college graduate, trained to assume leader-
ship and eager to throw himself into service
for the expanding life of his country.

But if China seems thus able to care for
herself educationally, in her own universities,
well-staffed with American-trained men and
women, what place in the New Day has
the Christian missionary college?

 IYPICAL'BORMITOL
’ N+ UNI

i LS

MopERN BUILDING AT FUukiEN CHRISTIAN UnN1vERsITY

The Christian College and
New China

N the following ways the Christian mis-
sionary college is undergirding the new

life:

(1) It is offgaring a New Conscience,
where the Renaissance has only a New
Consciousness to offer the people.

(2) It is offering self-sacrifice for self-
interest, idealism for the current material-
1sm, character instead of mere education
with its temptations to corruption and ex-
ploitation.

(3) It is offering the disciplined Christian
will so needed amidst the confusion of new
forces and the sudden displacement of old
civilizations.

_ (4) It is capitalizing the narrower patri-
otism m terms of the universal service of
mankind.
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FUKIEN CHRISTIAN L
UNIVERSITY | » H CHRISTIANITY’

- FOOCHOW - CHINA . SECOND CHANCE
| IN CHINA

v BUDDHA gave China the

. Five S :
Incorporated by the Regents of the Uni- IVE DOrrows

versity of the State of New York. Birth, Old Age, Sickness, Poverty,

‘ Death. —Chinese Proverb.
Founded and supported by the Foreign :

Missionary Societies of the

Congregational Church

Methodist Episcopal Church )
l CHRIST gave China the

Reformed Church of America ‘ Five Blessings: '

The Church Missionary Society ‘ ) ‘ ‘
of the Church of England. " Peace, Self-control, Faith, Joy, Love. : i

—Galatians, 5:23. |

Address

In China, Edwin C. Jones, President,
Fukien Christian University, Foochow, !
China.

In the United States, L.. B. Moss, Secre-
tary, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y.
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Tue Greatr WaLL ofF CrHinNa

HE MONGOLS,” says Wells, “had

no prejudice against Christianity; they
evidently preferred it at first to Islam. In
1260 Kubla Khan sent a request to Rome
for ‘a hundred intelligent men acquainted
with the Seven Arts and able to prove to
idolators and other folk that the Law of
Christ was best.” Had the Pope taken this
polite request seriously, the Mongolian Em-
pire might have been won for Christianity.”

—OQutline of History, p. 334.

Here Was
Christianity’s
First Chance
In China

CHiNesE PasTor AND TamiLy

ODAY China is again favorably dis-

posed to Christianity. More Bibles
are sold in China than in any other coun-
try. Many Christians are to be found in
positions of educational, business and gov-
ernment leadership. The Church is proving
a haven of peace in the bandit-ridden coun-
tryside.  Confucian scholars are studying
the Scriptures.

Here Is
Christianity’s
Second Chance
In China

S O O .

TemrPoraARY BuirpiNGgs AT FukieN CIiRISTIAN
UNIVERSITY

UKIEN CHRISTIAN UNIVER-
SITY 1s one of the sixteen Christian
colleges of China, soon to be united in a
single co-operative system of higher educa-
tion to supply and train the leadership of

the Church and the Nation.

It was established in 1915 in the city
of Foochow. In 1922 it was moved to a
splendid 50-acre site below the city, where
ternporary structures (as above) now house
its 125 students. Three times that number
will be accommodated in the two perma-
nent buildings now under construction, one
a dormitory, the other a science hall.

TO MEET THIS SECOND CHANCE
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION




STUDENT RESOURCES

Fukien Mission Schools, enrolling 20,000
boys and 7,000 girls.

Fukien Government Schools, enrolling 100,
000 students.

This is the natural center for students not
only from Foochow, Amoy, and the rest of
Fukien Province, but also from more distant pla-
ces, where Fukien merchants have emigrated in
large numbers; Formosa, Straits Settlements, and
Philippine Islands.

There are twelve preparatory schools, a Un-
ion Theological School, a Union Medical School,
and a Union Normal School already federated
with the University.

b

FUKIEN CHRISTIAN

UNIVERSITY

FOOCHOW, CHINA.

tt

Incorporated by the Regents of the University of
the state of New York.

FoUNDED AND SUPPORTED

FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETIES

BY TIIE

OF THE

Methodist Episcopal Church

Congregational Churches

Reformed Church in America

The Church Missionary Society
of the Church of England

W

Address  EDWIN C. JONES, M. A., President

150 Fifth Avenue,

Room 530 New York, N. Y.

6.

FUKIEN CHRISTIAN
UNIVERSITY

FOOCHOW, CHINA

\ % HE city of Foochow is a port city of 800,
~
4

u 000 people and is the literary, financial
=" and political capital of Fukien Province
which has a population of over 15,000,000 peo-
ple. It is located midway between Shanghai and
Hongkong and about 500 miles from each. A
different dialect from the rest of China. It has
the largest proportion of Christians (over 30,
000) and the largest student population.

The University owns about fifty acres of
land on the river front and about midwayv be-
tween the city of Foochow and its harbor. The
land slopes back to the foothills of beautiful
Mount Kushan.

Address EDWIN C. JONES, M. A., President
150 Fifth Avenue, Room 500 New York, N. Y.
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-~ FUKIEN CHEISTIAN UNIVERSITY
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AIM
It is the aim of Fukien Christian University
to provide adequate education under Christian
auspices for leadership in the China that is to be.

ADVANTAGES
Superb site; Hearty cooperation of all Mis-
slonary agencies; sincere welcome by all Govern-
ment officials. Center of need.

OPPORTUNITY
The hest of opportunities for individual gifts,
be they small or large, to unite in a really wise,
cffective, and safe enterprise for China’s perma-
nent welfare.  Memorial Buildings, especially de-
sired.  Gifts for endowment. Cienerous gifts for
annual support.

IMMEDIATE NEEDS

Immediate gifts are solicited for the im-
provement of the grounds. Walls must be built,
gates erected, grounds graded, and foundations
laid. When completed the University grounds
will be second to none.

The river front, mountain background, equa-
ble climate, tropical moisture, all vield them-
selves to landscape treatment for beautiful of-
fects.

Class rooms, dormitories and residences are
especially needed and at once.

The China Medical Board of the Rockefel-
ler Foundation have already made a conditional
gift in aid of the science department to found
and support the teaching of biology, chemistry
and physics. Gifts to meet their conditions are es-
pecially and urgently needed.

)
(3]

ENROLLMENT

In 1918 there were 120 students of full Col-
lege grade, who were meeting in inadequate rent-
ed rooms. There were five graduates in 1919; a
corps of eleven foreign and four native instruc-
tors. These figures can he doubled just as soon
as adequate, buildings, equipment, and teaching
staff can be provided.

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

The social activities of both students and
faculty are already of great service. Night
schools, public lectures, Bible Classes, Sunday
School and Y. M. C. A. activities, play ground
supervision, vaceination eclinies, translation of
books, committee appointments, ete. ete.

4
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Fukien Christian University campus looks out across Min River to picturesque mountains in distance.
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Fukien agricultural student
plants seeds while, at right, seniars lay out
early rice yield in test comparing planting methods.

Junks traveling up
scenic Min River toward
Foochow, capital of Fukien Province,

Much of the campus at Fukien
Christian Universily is used for
agricultural gurposes, Here, on
various small plots of land,

students experiment with and
test different kinds of seeds
and planting procedures. Spe-
cial efferts are made to im-

prove the yields of crops grown
in Fukien Province’s hilly areas.

and deepen the influence of the Christian Church in
market place and home.

Emphasizes Agriculture

The New People’s Government in China has made
it clear that it believes special emphasis should.be

given those academic courses which will best and

most quickly prepare students for service to the com-
mon people. This goal coincides with the objectives
which the university has emphasized since its found-
ing, for it has always given paramount attention to
departments —such as those of agriculture and edu-
cation — which it believes can furnish the community
with the services that are most needed.

Inasmuch as Fukien Province is mostly mountain-
us, the university’s College of Agriculture for some
time has been specializing in mountain agriculture.
Tea continues to be one of the chief crops, and during
the war the college did considerable work in tea cul-
ture. In addition to this crop large areas of the prov-
ince are given over to fruit orchards, for oranges and
tangerines thrive in the warm, moist climate. Horti-
culture has thus become one of the main concerns of
Fukien’s agricultural college.

Sesues Undesprivileged Classes

Through its extension work, Fukien has for some
time been making other constructive and substantial
contributions to the welfare of China’s underprivi-
leged. For example, to raise the standard of living of
the farmers whose small paddy fields are adjacent to
its campus, Fukien University holds agricultural
classes for rural youths between the ages of fourteen
and twenty years.

Five nights a week Fukien students offer practical
training, explaining to the youths in simple language
how to use fertilizers, rotate crops, and control insects.
They even teach the boys accounting and marketing.

Raises Education Standards

In the field of education Fukien Christian Uni-
versity hopes to continue to make an important con-
tribution, as it has done in the past, toward raising the
standards of secondary education in the Province of
Fukien by supplying well-trained teachers and ad-
ministrators. Through the years Fukien’s education
majors have filled important positions as principals,
deans, and teachers in both the government and pri-
vate middle schools of this province. One of these
alumni, Dr. James Ding, former principal of the
Anglo-Chinese College in Foochow, is among the
leading authorities in the field of secondary education.

Yunkee clipper captains traded in nearby Foochow a century ago.

To insure the education department’s producing
well-qualified teachers in the future, Fukien recently
established on the campus a practice school for educa-
tion majors where their work can be supervised.

Moved During War

Although Foochow was twice invaded by the Japa-
nese during the war, Fukien Christian University was
able to carry on its work because in 1937, before the
Japanese arrived, it moved for safety 250 miles north-
west to the town of Shaowu, deep in the mountains of
the interior. Here it remained for eight years, until
the winter of 1945-46, when it returned to its home
campus at Foochow.

At home it found that during its absence in exile
several of the smaller buildings on the campus had
been destroyed. To take their place the university
moved several of the temporary wooden buildings it
had used at Shaowu, placed them on rafts and floated

-them, over treacherous rapids, down the Min River

and set them up on the home campus.

Taiumphs Over Aduersities
Despite the disheartening political turbulence,
economic chaos, and widespread misery that have
plagued China during the war and postwar years
Fukien, like the other Christian colleges in that coun-
try, has continued to triumph over every difficulty
and discouragement. Inflation, student agitation, in-
sufficient food, crowded living quarters, and inade-
quate or makeshift equipment are among the obstacles
and hardships faculty and students have endured.

However, in the midst of war, famine, and internal
strife, this Christian university has continued effec-
tively to serve the inhabitants of Southeastern China.
For more than a third of a century, through this insti-
tution, the best of Western civilization has been fused
into the life of an ancient and vigorous people. Fukien
hopes to continue its constructive work and Christian
service for many years to come.

FUKIEN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
American Headquarters

150 Fifth Ave., New York 11, N. Y.



oday’s visitor approaching Fukien Christian
University from the sea finds his steamer dropping
anchor at that same Pagoda Anchorage, still marked
by a many-storied tower, where Yankee tea traders
moored their tall clipper ships a hundred years ago.
From there, smaller craft will take him fifteen miles
northwest to picturesque Foochow, capital of Fukien
Province and entrepot for tea and lacquer.

Has Scenic Location

On the way, the visitor will pass Fukien Christian
University, now one of the leading educational insti-
tutions in South China, which overlooks the beau-
tiful Min River whose scenic wonders have been
extolled in Chinese literature and art for centuries.

Standing on a spur of Drum Mountain, many of the
buildings crown a bluff that overhangs the river. From
the president’s house can be seen an ever-changing
panorama of fleets of vari-colored junks plying to and
from the sea, while in the distance the tiled rooftops
of Foochow peek through the mists.

In 1847, about the same time that the tea traders
were building up their business, the first American
Protestant missionaries went into Fukien. Within a
short time these intrepid pioneers succeeded in estab-
lishing several schools, hospitals, and churches.

Fosmed Farom Mission Schools

It was from some of the educational institutions
founded by these early missionaries that Fukien
Christian University was formed. Four mission boards,
representing the Methodist, the Congregational, and
the Reformed churches in the United States, and the
Church of England, consolidated the higher educa-
tional work of several of their schools and created a
union university in Fukien in 19135.

Has Three Colleges

Today the university consists of three colleges—the
College of Arts with departments of Chinese, history,
Western languages and literature, and education; the
Collegz of Science, with departments of physics, chem-
istry, and biology; and the College of Agriculture, with
departments of agronomy, horticulture, agricultural
economics, and agricultural education.

During its entire history the institution has been
for the most part provincial in character, and at the
present time more than eighty per cent of the students
are from Fukien Province. This Christian university
prides itself on being an institution for Fukien people
and endeavors to meet the needs of those living in
this province, which is an isolated area, separated by
water and mountains from the rest of China. Sev-
eral distinct dialects are spoken by the more than
12,000,000 persons living in this region which is about

the size of Pennsylvania.

Paovides Chaistian Leaders

Fukien through the years has played a notable part
in helping provide Christian leadership for the Church
both in Fukien Province and in the rest of China, and
several of its graduates now hold important positions

in the religious field.

Among these leaders are such alumni as the Rev.
W. Y. Chen, Bishop of the Methodist Church in West
China, and former General Secretary of the National
Christian Council of China; George K. T. Wu, Secre-
tary of the National Christian Council, and a recent
delegate to a meeting of the World Council of Churches
held in Switzerland; Dr. C. T. Tsai, Secretary for
Home Missions of the Church of Christ in China; and
Dr. C. T. Yang, President of Foochow Union Theo-
logical College.

Each of these graduates today is helping to widen

Aris Building, Fukien
University. At right, agricultural
students work in college’s gardens.
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Industrial Chemistry

Class goes down

river by bamboo raft

to visit coal mines

F.C.U.--SHAOWU

Experimental

Flots

“How much better
it is to get wisdom

than gold......”
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Five-thirty. The hum snd clomeor of life in the Women's dornitory is
localized in the boscment where 97 coedg nre ol supper. The two young
gervent girks ore watching the clock onilirst floor. In fifteeon minuos
they are to go to bthe Campus Form Lo geoli the doy's milk supply for the
givi-students. Thaoy cnjoy bthis chore. »Hor onc, it means the oLy oiving
she gei during the whole days Tor acr work in trudging up and down five
flights of gtairs informing the girvis wno are being palpitatingly waitced
for in the drawing-roon. 8She takes the ploce of bells and buzzers. The
other, "Born To Good Imck" by nowe, likes hondling milk beecsuse out of the
price of coch pound of miik sihic gets 359. 8She not only helps corzy it up
the steps ond slopes to the dommitorys she pasteurizes it as well and dips
it out for tne girls when they come trooping bock from the Librory in the
evening wi o stowochs cmpty ond uncupoorted.  Thip $50 a pound will add
up during the spring to ecnough thousnnds to got her to the el ity wheire ghe
is determined %o become a cadet-nurse. ILer flance is studying tu become
a mechanie and she muat keep apoceo. _

At Live-foroy-rive the ftwo sorv.at givis arve off with the vuckod
swinging between thewm. They chob obous bhow for the Cows have Come--liow
Americon cows ale black and white ond o coalie boys sy thoy wiisn not injure
any onc. Tuey laugh about cows "buyin: tickets" to come to Chino and it
seems amusing kot they were seo~sic.; dhough thay soy it wos regretablo
that those motnew gows did not all Lob neove with their young.

At six-tuirty the servent givas »ve bock il they did notb 8t0L 0 Tost
too many tlaes on the upper ridge poth o woteh the Cishiog cra@ﬁs going
home to the eity in the sunscot.

One tninks of posteurization oo n rocens performed in shining plated
utensile, sberilized tubes and whot nmi; but *Born To Good Iuck® is totally
unconscious of «ll suci regquirvements. er method is simple yob suve. The
bucket is golvonizeds dented, biociencd by mony chorconl fires ond holds
about five golionsg. ghe placeas it on unevmly piled ehnreond, ol abhlonze s
and keeps tne cover on for ten minutes oy wvnbtil the outeide of the poll i
foirly hot. Then gie stirg the milk ond hovers over it Tonning wa fire
until the mosg beging to stensm. Then oo atirs it often and wotclios for
bubbles. IL the well-known “wobenoed 2ot dao slow bo hoil. o bucket eleven
inches deep is twenty-Live or thirty times slowers but thot conentinl, nl-
almost technicud "roll? known to jrm nnd rroating mokers cops will show
itsellf, ond & loud sigh of relief onnounces the victory oand oonses the
tengion.e  Se goes about getting hor own SUDDET .

At seven-thirty the table in the hWall-woy is sprend with o wouite cloth
and %3orn To good Luck™ ia sented thinve wiith Ler sowings or moirce irequentliy
with little pomphlets written Tor ehisdren which give the storics of
Chinese Drowma---gomething like Loub's foles. She works over theone
entertodining nnrratives with a dictionnry becnouse she must leorn "o
recognize words it vecoming a studont in o hospital is poasible,.¥ 8She waltsg
for the studente to come for their roouective portions, bringlng dueir own
cups. The milk is steaming hot. *7iclding ifeart” comes. She is o senior
and con put finishing touches on theols vetécer in her room thon in the
livrary. Tie alrendy-pold-Tor disuoht of Cresh milk gives stimalintion.
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eighi, loughter, chatiing and o dash upstairs of tov cups. f"dingie
wove fover', “Jade Countenonce” come for their milk and thus the

evoning wenrs awey as the girls come by twos, thrccs. ond misxsg.

At ninec-thirty, ot the Big Doors the "boy'-Triends nre soying good-
night and "Rippling Line", “eep To Truth®, "3enutiful Poarl%, "Rrogrant
Bronch®s "Golden Splondor® will be resdy for their milk ns soon s tlhoy can
get up~-stoirs and down ognin. The scecond bhell rings ok nine-forty-five and
here comes "Dew-drop." Hhe is frequently fteosed about her name--is osked
whot hoppens o her in the sunshine. 8he possesses o giops tumbler which

will not hold o holl pound, sv shie drinks haif on the aspot and tue other
half in hex rouom.
8o slecpyllll at five mimites o ton. “dhy docsn't "Beautiful Virtue"

come? She is one of throe allowed to buy a pound of milk becouse her body
is weak and she soys her blood is imcovevished. "Getting to bed earlier
would be wige-~-she always comes Lote ond Logb----" but here gne ig with
the Last bell, ond the Lust vit of =ik hos veen measured osut and the
thirty-nine pirds wio cun alford 40 puy wilk vesides paylng the forty-five
thougand doldlars per mont for bonyds nave peen supplied ond they all say
“thank you' te "dorn To (uod Lucx® becnuse she sits up the enbire evening
to do this good thing foi them. '




President C. J. Lin
Fukien Christian University

CHRISTIANITY — THE SOLUTION OF CHINA'S PROBLEMS

Wherever in humen history the needs have been most urgent, Christianity
has manifested its greatest vitality. Todey China is in the most critical
stage of development in her long history — and Christianity is the most vital
factor in her regeneration.

Externally,China has been subjected to repeated foreign aggression, and
today four of her richest provinces are in the possession of armed invaders.
Internally,she has yet to complete her political unification, economic recon-
struction, and social reorganization. There are chaos and confusion both
in the thoughts and in the actions of the Chinese people as they struggle with
these tremendous tasks. Prophets from all lands have urged many panaceas
upon the Chinese people = militarism, capitalism, communism, fascism. All
have been tried, but have only left the Chinese people still further handicapped
and despondent.

Christianity alone gives hope to a new China, meets the fumdamental needs
of the Chinese people as they struggle for a new national life which will be true
to their own highest ideals and traditions and will also be beneficial to mankind
at large. Christianity has already demonstrated that ability through the work
of the Christian universities and colleges in China. Not only have lives been
changed, but social and economic conditions have been transformed. Young men
and young women are being educated in these institutions for sacrifical service
to their fellow men. Graduates of these colleges are already the most important

factor in the regeneration of China, and their importance is growing steadily.

American Christians were chiefly instrumental in establishing these

colleges in the beginning and still have a large share in their maintenance.
Christian education in China today faces its greatest opportunities., Increased

cooperation and interest in these colleges on the part of American friemds of

Chine will be of immeasureable help in building up the Kingdom of God in
China and throughout the world,




CHRISTIAN COLLEGES AND CHINA'S REGENLERATION.

It 18 a remarkable fact in human history that wherever the needsg have
been most urgent, Christianity has manifested its greatest vitality, To-
day China 1s in a most critical stegr of de=velopment in her long history -
and Christianity is playing a vital part in her national regeneration.

sxbernally, China has been subjected to rvepeated foreign aggression,
and today four of her richest provinces are in tlie pos session of armed in-
vaders. Internally, she has yet %o complete her political unification,
economic reconstruction, and social reorganization. Th.re are chaos and
confusion both in the thoughts and in the actions of the Chilnese people as
they struggle with these tremendous tasks. Prophets from all lands have
urged many panaceas upon the Chinese people -~ militarism,; capitalism,
communism, fascism. All have been tried, but have only left the Chinese
people gtill furtheyhamdicapped and despondent.

hristianity is having its greatest oponrtunities in the nsking of a

new China, snd is neeting some of the Tundamental needs of the Chinece
pecple ag they struggle for a new national life which will be tirue to their
own higheget 1ldeals and traditions and will also be beneficlal to mankind at
large. it has already demonstrated that vibelity through the work of the
Christian universities and colleges in China. Not only have lives been
chan:=d, bnt social and economic cradations have besn transformed. Young
men and young women are beling - ducated in these institutions for sacrificial

ser¥fce to th ir fellow men. Grasdiustes of these colleges are already

playing most important parts in the recrnstruction of a new China, and their

importance is groving steadily.

Let us examine the work of one of these ten Christlan institutions of
high=r learning; the work at Fukien Chrigtian University, Foochow, China,
as an example s~

Fukien Christian University is located in the Southern pasrt of China,

along the coast. It is about four miles outside of the provincial capital
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city of Foochow, on @ group of hills with the famous Drum Mountain at the
boek and the besubiful Min River at the front. It has been declared by
many o bteaveler as one of the most beautiful college sites in the world.
The Bnive sity was organirzed in 1915, with six Protestant misaion boards
cooperating. The work was gbtarted by combining the two highest classes of
five denominstional junior colleges, A rented hell was the flrst college
home. In less than btwenty yvears Pukien Christian Unlversity has grown into
one of the beat sollesmes in Uhina. It now has a College of Arts, wiih a
apecial Institubte of Shinese Studiesj a College of Sciences with a pre=-
modical course; a denartment of Zducation, with a course for norusl tralne-
ing; and a department of fural Service, with an agriculbural exporiment

atation, and a rurpl service cenbolt. Tu all of the divisions of work, the

Universlty has one objJect in view -~ to help to build a new Uhinae The

Chinese government, ag woll as Liw public in generals ave cooperabting loy-
ally in the enbterprisces and Fukien Christian University iz contpibuting
toward that effort along at lesst four lmportant lincsi-
Te Through the study of modern selence and the spresd of acisntifie
sducation. Wdodern selence is greatly needed in the building of a
new Chinme After vears of nard and sitesdy works; the University has
becoms one of the mosh lmporbtant places for selentific researeh in
Ghine«
Becauze of our geographical advantagees bLelnyg sltuated in a gemi~tropical
region, Fukien Christlan University hes some of the finest goeologlisald and
botanical spesimens in China. Foreign scholars often come to make use of
them in thelr resesreh. The University supplles scigntific epparatus and
gup-liss for a largs number of government and private schools in the province.
gur gradustes are eagerly sought by all Institutions Jor teachers of science.
II. Our contribubtion through the study of Chinese Culture. The Leagus
of Habions Educabtional exverts criticizmed the present educatlonal
system in China as not being built upon the firm foundation of
native culture, but rather by simply importing foreign ideas and




methods. Fukien Christian University has been working to teach their
young men and women with a thorough knowledge of Chinese native culture
with all its rich resources accumulated through the many centuries.

In this connectlon it will be of interest to know that the Univeristy
has been given by the Grand Tutor of the last Emperor of the Manchu Dynasty,

the Honorable Chen Pao-chen, a gift of his private collection of rare Chinese

classics. The collection consists of eighty thousand books, some of whieh
are hand-copled manuscripts, and mmy of the older editions cannot be dup=-
licated today. The only regret is that there has not been sufficient funds
to build a library building to house this valuable and unique collection,

III. @he contribution through Rural Reconstruction work. Rural re-
habilitation is one of the most urgent problems of present-day
China. Fukien Christian University is btrying to reet this need
by (a) agricultural experimentation work, such as rice selection,
improvement in varieties of chickens, sericulture, soil testing,
destruction of harmful insects, etc.; (b) by rural service activities,
such as heelth movements, eliminaticn of 1lliteracys, establishment
of schools for both adults and children, scientific lectures and
demengbrationsy and (c) by organizing cooperahtive banks and stores
to help the farmers in securing necessary credit for marketing their
products.

Last but not the least,

IVe The contribution through character building. After all the most
fundamental factor in eny social and national reconstruction pro-
gram 18 to have men of strong character. The record of the Univer-
gity along this line 1s prominent. Bishop Gowdy, of the liethodist
church in China, once said of the institution, "I think I am safe
in saying that few if any other institutions of higher learning in

China have been so conspicuously successful in creating an stmosphere

of unselfish, Christian helpfulness between teachers and students
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as has Fukien Christian University. I know institutions much greater and
more widely known than we, who envy us this grea® possession.” It is g very
great satisfaction that among the graduates of Fukien Christian University
are a number of men and women who are serving the people of China with con-
secrated lives., For instance, Mr. Huang Chia-huil of the class of 1921. Upon
his graduation he decided %o enter Christian work and served first as a
Secretary of the Natlonal Christian Council, and later, he was eclected exece-
utive secretary of the Natlonal Anti-Opium Association. In splte of tre-
mendoug pressure that has been brought upon him by the oplum trade interests,
both from abroad and from the militarists and narcotic traders in China, he
fights valiently against opium traffic in his country s Many a time his own
life, as well as the lives of other members of his family, have been threat-
ened, but he is still working at the great btask without fear and without
retreate

Then there is Mr. Chang Shen-chai, of the class of 1925. He dedicated
his life for Christian social service, and in spite of public opinion and
misunderstanding, forcing him to hide for hig life & number of times, he has
successfully organized the laboring people in Amoy to protect their own in-
terestss has built am refuge for slave girls - now numbering asbout one hun-
dred -, and is now trying to organize a straw-hat weaving industry for poor
women who have no way of earning their own living.

It is through such cacrificial lives as these graduates are demonstrating
that a new day is being brought forth in China, and only through such lives
will it be hastened for the benefit of all China. What has been said with
regard to Fuklen Christian University can be said of other Christian colleges
in China. American Christians who were instrumental in eatablishing these
colle ges still have a large share in their maintenance. Christian higher
education is facing its greatest opportunities in training leaders for the

bullding of a new China. Increased cooperation and interest in these colleges
on the part of American friends of Chins will be of immeassureable help in our

common task of extending the Kingdom of God in that great country.




NEWS ITEMS FROM FUKIEN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

Experiments in the making of photographic plates and
paper are being carried on by Prof. Chi Tien-fu of Fukien
Christian University at Shaowu.

Fukien buses are %raveling on fuel produced from resi-
nous pine roots and stumps largely as the result of work carried
on at Fukien Christian University by Prof. Lin I,

Prof. Tang Chung=-chang of Fukien Christian University
has commenced the study of the Transmissiou of Malaria in North
Fukien with the hope of discovering some forms of biological
control that will reduce the incidence of the scourge,

Prof. Lin Kuan-~teh of Fukien Christian University is
completing a geography of China.

Mr. Tsae Cheng=chow of Fukien Christian University has
completed a translation of "Dr, Sun's Teachings: Six Lectures
by Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek." This should be helpful both
to Westerners and %o students of English.

: Dr. and Mrs., E. Me Stowe of Fukien Christian University
have returned to America for an eoverdue furlough.

Prof. Lin Kwan~te of Fukien Christian University has
left to join the National Y,M,C.A. for student work in high
schools throughout the country.
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