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HEaEE KHBERE —RAEZNEX BHE R @, WEST CHINA UNION UNIVERSITY | ;;{l
i Bk ERHCTFRER AX AP AE N (BB T In the spring of 1931, when Mr. YEN of Tai-p'ing-ch’ang K75ig, i s;
Rt BESS . Hanchou M, in Szechwan, was putting in a “water-wheel” for his
1 ANEARA) . field, he came upon a series of perforated sandstone discs together with :
P WREES SRR LEEEMEN LB B R K & some jade implements in a pit in the ground. The pit was said to be
i S W \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ sevén feet long, three feet wide and about three feet deep, w1th an i
2 Goodrich, Luther Carrington. The Literary Inquzsztu.m of Chien-lung, orientation almost east and west.
) Waverly Press, Baltimore, 1935 (American Council of Learned So- Most of the objects were subsequently scattered. Six jade implements |
i cieties, Studies in Chinese and related Givilization, No. 1). and three stone discs were presented to the West China Union University a
} ’ Hung. William, a review of “The Literary Inquisition of Chien-lung, Museum, and it was .the.se which attracted the interest of Dr. GRAHAM
by ) . . . . : : who excavated the site in 1934. g
i : The Chinese Social and Political Science Review, Vol. XIX, No. 2
(Peiping, July, 1935), pp. 268-277. STRATIGRAPHY -
i Fuchs, Walter, a review of “The Literary Inquisition of Chien-lung,” GRAHAM dug three trenches, each forty feet long and five feet wide, in ’ 3
e (Monume nta Serica, Vol. III (1938), pp. 300-306. the site. Several test-pits, which went down a few feet into the sterile
i soil, were sunk between the trenches, and some at about fifty feet to the :
i Franke, Wolfgang, “Preliminary Notes on the Important Chinese Literary north of the trenches, some about fifty feet to the west, and some one s
Sources for the History of the Ming Dynasty, 1368-1644,” Bulletin of hundred or two hundred to the south. Everywhere an undisturbed 3%
& b " Chinese Studies, Vol. VII (Chengtu and Naunking, Sept., 1947), pp. cultural stratum was found a little way under the surface. The strati-
i 107-224. graphy of the site at various sections of the trenches may be given 2
:}“ i below : o
Ll 1. Strata at the Zero Line : i ’,
e & a. 'Top layer of black soil, gl
‘ i ‘ b. Layer of sand from the water ditch, %
i c. Extra layer of sand from the ditch, A
i d. Stratum of “kiln refuse”, ashes, sherds of burnt clay, etc., il
I e. Undisturbed sterile clay. i
Lm 2. Strata on the Five-Foot Line: E ]
a0 a. Stratum of recent surface dirt, gl
it b. Stratum yielding ancient potsherds, Rl
| i ¢. Stratum of brown clay with no pottery or implements. 5
%,‘ oo e e e e e - e c 1‘
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3. Strata on the Ten-Foot Line: '
a. Surface layer of recent black dirt,
b. Stratum yielding ancient potsherds, etc.,

¢. Sterile ground. '
The pit opened by Mr. YEN was in the trench which was dug between

the Zero and the Five-Foot Lines, but the level of the pit with regard to
the cultural stratum has not been clearly reported. However, it may be
presumed that the pit and the cultural stratum lie on the same level, as

the excavator has taken it for granted.

THE “BURIAL”

The primary object of GRAHAM'S excavation was to investigate the
actual condition of the pit in which so many stone implements had been
found. He examined the spot with care and nearly a hundred fragments
of stone discs, and stone and jade implements, fifteen turquoise and jade
beads, and over eighty small flakes of jade, square and oblong in shape,
were found in the pit. He found also a few potsherds.

The stone and jade objects, recovered from the pit by YEN and
GRAHAM, may be classified as follows :

1. Ornaments:

v
¥

a. Beads . .. . . .. 15
- b. Flakes . . . . . . . 80+
. 2. Ceremonial implements : '
a. Tsung square . . . . . 3
b. Yuwanrings . . . . . . several
¢ Pidiseca . . . . . . . 20+
d. Yén kuei knives or scepters . . 2+
e. Yuan kuei knives or scepters . . several

In his preliminary report, GRAHAM does not describe the .potsherds
that were found in the pit. These are probably intrusive material as a
result of YEN’S digging at the time of his accidental discovery.

From the size of the pit, which was that of an average burial, and from
the ceremonial and the ornamental jade artifacts, which might be
mortuary objects, GRAHAM concludes that the pit was a grave. This

*GRaHAM: D:C.,“A Preliminary Report of the Hanchou Excavation”, JWCBRS
(Journal of the West China Border Research Society), Vol. VI, 1936.

(68)
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assumption is far from being convincing, as there were neither parts of
a human skeleton nor traces of a coffin. DONNITHORNE gave the
information that the pit was constructed with three rows of perforated -
stone pi: a horizontal layer covered the top of the pit and two small
vertical rows lined its sides. The discs diminished gradually in size
from one end of the pit to the other, But Mr. CHIN, the photographer
who accompanied Dr. DYE to the site, gave the information that the
series of pi discs were found piled one on top of the other in the shape

of a cone. The largest of them in the bottom is about 70 cm. in

diameter, while the smallest on top is only 11 cm. As it is rather hard
to imagine how small discs of 11 cm. in size could be used to line the
sides of a grave, I am inclined to accept the latter account. The pit
might possibly be a ceremonial structure of some kind which has yet to

‘be interpreted.

THE “KILN REFUSE HEAP”

The trenches and test holes which GRAHAM made in the excavation
show clearly that the cultural stratum at T’ai-p’ing-ch’ang covers the
entire site at about one to five feet under the surface of the ground.
The stratifications recorded above indicate that the cultural layer was
neither covered nor underlain by other cultural deposits.

The stone and jade artifacts unearthed in this cultural stratum may
be classified as follows :

1. Ornaments: :

a. . Beads . . . . . . . 3

b. Flakes . . . . . . . 3
Z. Ceremonial Implements :
a. Fragments of discs . . . . . many
b. Fragments of knives . . . . many
c. Fragmentsofaxes . . . . . many
3. Other Implements: ,
a. Fragments of axes . . . . . many
b. Fragments of chisels . . . . many
c. Perforated rectangular knife . . . 1
d. Borers . . . . . . . several
e. Metal ore implements . . . . several
(69)
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f. Cores . several
g. Hammerstones . . . . . several
h. Pestle . . . . . . . 1

i. Rubbing stones . . . . several
Hundreds of potsherds with various decorations were found associated
with them. There was also a clay spindle whorl.

From the abundance of potsherds in the deposit, GRAHAM concludes
that the stratum was the refuse heap of an ancient pottery kiln. This
assumption does not stand when one examines the sherds more closely.
Hundreds of fragments have been found but only one vessel could be
restored. Should the level be a deposit of kiln refuse, deformed and other
rejected vessels would be found in large quantity. Moreover, these
sherds were found associated with jade beads and flakes, and a large
number of stone axes, knives, chisels and discs. The beads, the flakes of
jade and some of the fragments of discs and knives may be taken as
intrusive material resulting from Y&N’S digging, but the majority of the
contents indicate that the cultural stratum was the deposit of a dwelling
site. Some of the sherds bear a thick black film over the outer surface
which was probably soot acquired in use. The site is in the form of a
low mound rising above the surrounding plain. - '

DESCRIPTION OF THE ARTIFACTS

The excavation of the Hanchou site seems to have been very carefully
carried out. The ground was first staked out in five foot squares, each
bearing a number. Every object found was given a field number and the
depth and the square of each artifact were carefully recorded. All
measurements of the depth were taken from an ideal level or datum
plane, established for the purpose. Hence, it is possible to describe
these specimens in two groups :— '

A. Artifacts recovered from the pit—
Artifacts recovered from the rectangular pit may be classified into
seven types as follows :

1. Stone Pi EE discs—Pl. One, 1 and 2

Some twenty pieces of this type of artifact, reported to be piled on top
of one another in the shape of a bamboo shoot, vary greatly in size.

(70)
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The largest one has a diameter of 70 cm. with a hole in the center which
is 18 cm. in diameter and the disc is 7 cm. thick. The smallest specimen
has a diameter of only 11 cm., 4 cm. wide for the hole and 1 cm. thick.

Most of the discs are made of grey sandstone while a few of the small
ones are of jade. They are roughly smoothed, and the perforation is
drilled from one surface so the hole is always wider on the one side than
on the other. ‘

It is widely known that pi was used in ancient days not only as daily
ornament but also in connection with human burial and ritual sacrifice.
Varieties of them have been described by WU TA-CH'ENG and LAUFER.
The T’ai-p'ing-ch’ang discs seem to have been connected with a
ceremonial rite of some kind.

Stone and jade perforated discs have been reported from the neolithic
levels in Kansu and in Liao-ning as well as in.the burials of the Shang
and the Chou people in' the early historic days. Many have also been
found in Han and later tombs. :

Stone discs might have had some practical value in the old days. They
might have been used as potters’ wheels, circulated as money or as
wheels for grinding purposes. In many parts of China, disc rings of this
type are still in use in the country side as part of the potter’s turn-table,
the rotating grinder of a mill and, not infrequently, the cover of a
well. A grotesque money standard of this type has been reported
from Yap, one of the Caroline Islands in the Pacific. One is on exhibit
at the Chase National Bank in New York; it measures 30 inches in
diameter, weighs over 100 pounds and is said to be of “the value of
10,000 coconuts, one-fourth acre of land, an 18-foot canoe, or a wife.
Large pieces, up to 12 feet in diamefer, do not circulate but are held as
treasure.” The perforation at the center of this currency serves the
purpose of its being carried on a pole. The Hanchou discs should not
present serious difficulties in circulation as compared to the Yap
money. - - ' '

2. Jade Tsung Zf square—PL One, 3 and 4

Three tsung were recovered from the pit. They consist of a low
cylinder ‘with four salient triangular prisms attached in such a way as to
form an enclosing rectangular wall. This rectangular wall was shorter
than the cylinder which extends as a projecting rim at both ends. The

-
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University Museum preserves two of these squares. The larger one
displays a rich variety of colour varying from light grey to an olive
brown, with occasional patches of dull green. The rectangular surfaces
are decorated with horizontal grooves and small circles. It is 5.5 cm.
high and 7.5 cm. wide with a hole 6.5 cm. in diameter. The smaller
one, 3 cm. high, 5.7 cm. wide and with a hole of 5 cm. in diameter, is of
yellow jade covered with black spots. It is plain and very well polished.
The third tsung, in the possession of Mr. Y£N, is also of yellowish jade, 12

cm. high and 5 cm wide.

This type of ceremonial object has-been regarded as a symbol of
earth and it was also used in burial rites, according to the Chou-li chu,
placed at the stomach of the corpse. Several varieties have been
described by WU and LAUFER. The Ostasiatiska Samlingarna in
Stockholm has one similar to those found at Hanchou.

3. Jade Yiuan ¥ rings—PL One, 5

Dozens of jade yiian have been unearthed but only two fragments are
preserved in the Museum. The material is dark yellow-orange with
patches of greyish white. They are thin and vhighly polished. One
measures 2 mm. thick and the diameter is about 7 cm.

These two specimens may be distinguished from an ordinary yuan,
because they have a projecting ridge over the hole on both faces. This
unique type of ring was first described by LAUFER. POPE-HENNESSY
possesses another specimen, which seems to be of inferior quality and
workmanship. The T’ai-p'ing-ch’ang rings are made of a higher grade of
jade and are more finely polished than either of the previously published
examples. The discovery of several specimens of this type in one pit
seems to indicate that the object was very popular here, if not manufac-
tured in this very region.

A number of jade yiian, which ANDERSSON named “Flat stone rings,”
were excavated at Sha-kuo-tun. They are all very thin and one of them
is “narrowly keeled on the outside and broadened and flat on the inside”;
in other words, it has a low projecting ridge over the perforation on both
faces. Judging from the illustrations the projection is not as prominent
as in the Szechwan specimens.

(72)
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‘4. Marble Yuan-kuei 883 and Chén-kuei 83 or axes—Pl. Two, 1-3

The ceremonial axes discovered at T’ai-p’ing-ch’ang may be better

described as the yiian-kuei and the chén-kuei. The former is a scepter

with arched ends and oval cross-section, while the latter is a flat piece
with a straight edge at the end. The three specimens in the Museum

are of greyish white marble. They are about 36.5 cm. long, 12.9 cm. wide-
and 1.9 cm. thick, and are very well polished with grooves parallel to the

sides at the edge on both surfaces.

The ceremonial axe is generally regarded as a symbol of imperial
sox’rereignty used in diplomatic relations. Many varieties have been
described by WU and LAUFER. The kuei seems to have a very ancient

origin and goes back as far as the Shang period. HUANG TSUN published.
two jade axes and three stone kuei from An-yang. They are all more-
elaborately decorated than the Hanchou specimens. They seem to-
represent a degenerate type of the polished celt, widely used in the-

prehistoric days.

5. Yén-kuei 3= or knives—PL Two, 4 and 5

Several complete examples and many fragments of this ceremonial

artifact were found. The two museum specimens are made of jade-
varying in colour from dark green-grey to light neutral grey. They are-

flat and thin, with sawn notches at the butt, which has a perforation

near the middle, and are slightly grooved along the edges. One of them.

is 39.4 cm. long, 15.5 cm. wide and 5 mm. thick, while the other is 36.5 cm.
long, 12.4 cm. wide, and 5 mm. thick.

The Yén-kuei is generally regarded as a symbol of sovereign power,.

employed to destroy the evil. Several varieties of this type of ceremonial
artifact have been described by WU and LAUFER. An-yang has yielded
many jade implements which may be classified as the ya-chang. FI&
WHITE published a jade sacrificial knife with dragon-shaped handle,
which is more elaborate in ‘decoration than the Hanchou specimens.
HUANG catalogued two jade knives and cne jade implement which have.
the notched and perforated butt, typical of the ya-chang, though the-
shapes are slightly different. A more detailed comparison can be drawn

‘when the Academia Sinica publishes its final report on the excavation of’

this important site.
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* t 6. Beads—Pl two, 10

- With the exception of three, all the beads were found in the pit. They
are made of turquoise and green-stone or jade, with crude holes for
stringing. 'The shape is not regular. 'The holes are bored in from both
| ends and are smaller near the center. The colour of the stone varies from
a blue-green and a dark purple-grey to a very pale blue-green. They vary
greatly in size. The largest one is 9 mm. long, while a small one is only
| 2 mm. in length. The diameter is around 4-5 mm.
i The discovery of beads of jade and other kinds of stone in prehistoric
'] sites and burials is not uncommon in Eastern Asia. The nearest parallel
to the T’ai-p’ing-ch’ang beads are those found in the Sha-kuo-tun cave
| ] deposit in Feng-tien by ANDERSSON. The Swedish archaeologist
{ ?{ divides his collection into three groups: the large short beads, the long

w— THE T'AI-P'ING-CH’ANG CULTURE o

Many advanced types of beads were unearthed during EVANS’ excava- r
tions at Tanjong Rawa, Malay Peninsula, but they were probably very &
late in date as they were found associated with tin and iron objects. ;
7. Flakes ' ‘ 3

All the flakes, which are made of green jade, were found in the f :
ceremonial pit except three tiny ones from the cultural’ stratum.
GRAHAM suggests that they must have been glued on wooden or leather
objects as ornaments, since they have no holes for stringing. They vary
in colour from a deep blue-green to a light green, and are irregular in
size. A large flake measures 8 mm. long, 4 mm. wide, while a small piece
is only 3 x 2 mm. The thickness is about 1-2 mm.

Bronze and bone implements inlaid with tiny flakes of turquoise and

tubular beads and the smali short beads. He draws comparison from
those found in Russian Turkestan and in Italy. These three groups of
jade beads are all represented in the T’ai-p'ing-ch’ang material which,
however, show a cruder technique of manufacture.

In North China, the manufacture of beads dates back to the Upper

Palaeolithic days. Among the ornamental objects found in the Upper
Cave at Chou-kou-tien, beads are the most “precious and delicate.”
According to PE1 WEN-CHUNG, they are products of a well defined
technique. One face is flat, caused by grinding, and on the other face
a hole has been made by drilling. But to complete the perforation, it
seems, the manufacturer had to strike out that part which could not be
reached by the drill.
A small collection of stone beads was reported by LIANG SSU-YUNG
from the Ang-ang-hsi site in North Manchuria. Here, besides
ANDERSSON'S three types, there are also some hexagonal beads and
others with double perforations.

In the Ebetsu graves in Hokkaido, GOTO found beads in large number,
but in no case was the perforation effected by boring from both ends. At
Olitsumiya, Chikuzen, Japan, TANAKA obtained 81 beads of irregular

jade are well-known from the Yin deposits at An-yang. We need more
detailed reports from Hanchou as well as from An-yang in order to draw
any comparison between the finds from these two sites. However, we can
be sure that, to date, these typical Yin artifacts have not been discovered
in Szechwan and the cultural level at Hanchou yielded neither bone
implements nor bronze tools.

B. Artifacts recovered from the Cultural Stratum—

With the exception of a few beads and flakes and several fragments of
the ceremonial artifacts, which are possibly intrusive material brought
about by YEN'S digging, the artifacts discovered in the cultural stratum
are of a different nature altogether. Unlike the objects in the pit they
are chiefly daily tools and implements found associated with common
and ordinary potsherds. Besides, the majority of these artifacts are
broken and fragmentary. The materials used for these tools vary from
jade and other fine stones to rough and ordinary rocks. Besides
implements of limestone, sandstone and hard igneous rock, there are a
jade core and some metal ores in the form of dark red iron nuggets. A
small lump of copper ore was also found, but not a single metal tool.
These stone artifacts may be classified into the following types:

"/

‘ : shapes, which had been found associated with the Iwaibeshiki pottery.
il BERGMAN reports collections of jade beads from Sinkiang where they
had been found associated with bronze objects. They are comparatively
more advanced in technique and more regular in shape.

1. Polished celts—Pl. Three, 1 and 2
The largest specimen is made of hard igneous rock. It is slightly
rectangular in shape, with two straight sides and an arched bit end.
The poll end is much battered. It bears a very high polish and traces of L
B I
(74) ‘ (75) !
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sawing may be éeén at the edges. It is 23 cm. long, 12 em. wide and 3.8

cm. thick. One small axe of this type is also made of hard igneous rock,
with a depression at the top and one at the side, which might have been

meant for hafting. Others are made of fine limestone.

Comparing these stone celts with those found in other prehistoric

sites in Szechwan,® it is evident that the T’ai-p’ing-ch’ang specimens

represent a more highly-developed technique. Sawing was employed in
the manufacture and the implements were intended to be decorative as

well as practical.
2. Polished Chisels—Pl. Two, 8 and 9

One of the chisels is made of beautiful nephrite. It is rectangular in
shape and cross-section. 'The poll end is slightly narrower than the bit
end, which has a straight, single-bevelled cutting edge. The polish is
high on every part of the tool. Other specimens are mostly fragmentary
and some are oval in cross-section and with a concave bevel.

LLAUFER describes several chisels from Shensi, mostly perforated.
None of the Szechwan chisels have perforations.

3. Rectangular Knives—Pl Two, 6

The knives are made of grey sandstene. One is flat, with a straight
single-bevelled cutting edge and a battered poll end, while another
is perforated.

Perforated rectangular or semi-lunar knives are one of the outstanding
features of neolithic and aneolithic cultures in North China. In the
prehistoric sites of Kansu, Honan, Shantung, Jehol and other Manchurian
provinces, they were found in large numbers. The Yin site at An-yang
was covered with fragments of flat stone knives. But in Szechwan this
type of implement seems to be very rare indeed.

4. Borers—Pl Two, 7
One of the borers deserves mote than a passing notice. 'The specimen,

4.4 cm. long, 1.5 cm. wide and 5 mm. thick, is made of hard sandstone,
thinner at the poll end, which is broken off, than at the bit end. The

*CHENG TEK'UN: The Lithic Industries of Prehistoric Szechwan, West China Union
University Museum, Offprint Series No. 1, 1942,
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latter consists of a sharp narrow cutting edge with a double-bevel. DyE*
thinks that a sawing technique was employed in manufacturing the tool
and in making the decoration on the front surface. The design consists
of three groups of five parallel grooves, arranged horizontally and'
between the lower and the middle groups, nine sets of double lines were
arranged crossing each other in a lozenge pattern.

WU publishes a jade tablet, which he calls chang & and it is very
similar in type to the T"ai-p’ing-ch’ang borer. The chang is made of a
rectangular piece of jade, flat, and with a sharp pointed bit end. The
linear decoration is almost identical to that on the Hanchou specimen,
but the size, the perforation near the middle of the jade, and the single-
bevelled bit end distinguish Wu's jade piece from the borer under
consideration. The chang is generally regarded as an emblem of
dignity.

5. Pestle

The pestle is “flat on two sides and square or flat on the two edges.
One end has been nicely rounded into a small semicircle, and the other
end has been broken off. The length is 7.1 ¢m., the width, 3.6 cm., and
the thickness,1.4 cm.”

6. Hammerstones

Most of the hammerstones are made of igneous rock, large and sledged.
The sides were ground flat and the edges squared or flattened off. They
weigh several pounds. One is 23.3 cm. long, 13 cm. wide and 5.8 em.
thick, while another is 19 cm. long, 13.2 cm. wide and 4.2 cm. thick.

7. Rubbing Stones
Rubbing stones are generally made of igneous pebbles.
flattened surfaces indicate that they were worn by rubbing

8. Large Bead —Pl Two, 10

A large marble bead found in the cultural stratum seems to be different
from those found in the pit. 4 cm. long and 1.2 cm. in diameter, it is
cylindrical in shape and greyish in colour. The pérforation was made
by drilling from both ends.

Several

*Dye, D.S.,, “Some Ancient Circles, Squares, Angles and Curves in Earth and in Stone
in Szechwan,” JWCBRS, Vol. 1V, 1934.
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POTTERY
The potsherds excavated at T’ai-p’ing-ch’ang may be divided into two
classes, the red cord-marked ware and the grey slipped ware, which will
be described as follows (Pls. Three, 3; Four):

A. Red Cord-marked Ware
1. Colour—This ware is generally brick red on the surface and grey

or yellow on the inside. Some of the sherds have a thin grey layer in
the center, while the outer layers are brick red in colour. The difference
in colour on a sherd has been found to be due to firing. A reducing-
atmosphere might produce a grey ware.

2. Material—The paste of this ware is clay, tempered with sand, and
is coarse.

3. Thickness—The sherds range from 2 to 6.7 mm. in thickness.

4. Construction—Mostly hand-made, but wheel-made sherds are not
unknown.

5. Surface treatment—The surface of the ware is monochrome, and
some show traces of being smoothed by means of the rubbing pebble.

6. Decoration—This ware bears different kinds of decoration, among
which cord-marking is the most common. Other minor types of
decorations are a rope pattern, a twisted-cord pattern, a twig-and-leaves
or fern design and an incised pattern.

7. Shape—Of the hundreds of potsherds unearthed, only one vessel
has been restored, a bowl with a contracted neck and a pointed bottom.
Among the other sherds, fragments of the li & or hollow-legged tripod
are recognizable. Others are the plate and the bowl.

B. Grey Slipped Ware

1. Colour—The colour of this ware varies from black to light grey.
Generally, the sherds bear a yellowish slip on the outer surface.

2. Material—The paste is of fine clay, tempered with powdered
charcoal or other forms of carbon which is not soluble in hydrofluoric
or sulphuric acid. One of the samples has been analyzed and found to
contain about thirteen per cent of carbon. The slip is probably a yellow
clay, although a definite pigment may have been used.

3. Thickness—This ware is generally thinner than the coarse red
ware. 'The thickest sherd measures 6 mm.

(78)
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4. Construction—Being unaware that slipped pottery is common
among prehistoric wares, the investigators have made special effort by
description and by chemical analysis to prove that the Hanchou potter
was capable of producing a multi-layered pottery. As a whole this ware
is generally better modelled than the red ware. Most of the sherds show
the wheel technique, though hand-modelled sherds are occasionally
found. \

5. Surface treatment—The ware is monochrome and similar to the
red ware; it was usually smoothed with a rubbing pebble.

6. Decoration—A comb-incised pattern is the most common decora-
tion of the grey ware. The parallel scraping shows that the incision was
done not only with a point, but more commonly with a comb, which
may have two, three or four teeth. Incised patterns, not necessarily
composed of parallel lines, are also not uncommon. Other designs are
an appliqued pattern, a twisted cord, a finger impression design and a
silk-ribbon pattern. _

7. Shape—Three definite shapes of the grey ware have been recog-
nized. The most common form is the tou T or the long-pedestaled
bowl. Ordinary bowls of various shape and sizes are also common. The
third shape is the plate. The rich variety of rim sherds indicates the
probable existence of many other forms besides these three.

DATING AND CONCLUSION

A comparison between the remains of the cultural stratum and those
from the ceremonial pit shows that they belong to two different stages
of culture. The ceremonial pit is a younger deposit which had intruded
into the level of a more ancient culture. The excavator did not indicate
the stratigraphic relations between them, but it seems safe to assume that
they were on the same level. Graves or pits of a culture were sunk
usually below the surface of the ground on which the culture flourished.

- At T’ai-p’ing-ch’ang the pit seemed to have dug into the cultural

stratum, and it is, therefore, not unlikely that the pit is later in date
than the stratum.

A study of the nature of this ceremonial deposit may throw some light
on the problem. It is well known that the ancient Chinese were
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worshippers of nature as well as of their ancestors. Sacrifices to Heaven,
Earth, Gods of the Four Directions, Deities of Mountains and Streams
and hundreds of minor spirits have been practised. Official ceremonies
form an important portion of the imperial histories. It is most interesting
‘to find that in the Shan hai ching 1#§HE or “the Classic of Hills and
Seas,” among hundreds of local ceremonial rites, there records a special
sacrifice to the God of the Min Mountain. The rite consists of the
offering of a rooster, some rice dumplings, wine, a goat and some
auspicious jades, and dances by dancers elaborately dressed holding jade
implements in their hands. All these ceremonial objects were buried in
the ground after the ceremony. It may be possible that the T’ai-p’ing-
ch’ang ceremonial pit was one of these burials.

The location of the mound at T’ai-p’ing-ch’ang (see map) seems to agree
with this assumption. It is situated on the outskirt of the Chengtu plain at
the foot of the Min Mountain. Qn the east the fertile plain of Szechwan
spreads for miles, and on the west tower the stately ranges of the Min
Mountain which are capped with snow in the winter. The ancient ruler
of Shu could not find 2 better site for such an auspicious rite, as the
mound would serve as an ideal altar for the offering. The discovery of
the ritual jades, such as the pi, the tsung, and the kuei, together with the
beads and flakes of jade which might have been used on the elaborate
head-dress and garment of the dancers, should not be a mere accident,
and I cannot help coming to the conclusion that the discovery at
Hanchou serves to substantiate the record in this ancient book of
geography.

The dating of the Skan hai ching has been a difficult problem for Chin-
ese scholars ever since the First Century. Recent researches by several
independent scholars seem to agree that the geography book consists of
several ancient works which were compiled, as were many Chinese
classics, into a single volume around the First Century, and the first
section, Wu chan shan ching or “Book of the Eastern, Southern, Western,
Northern and Central Hills,” should be dated as Eastern Chou or
approximately 700-200 B.C. 'The local customs recorded in this section
were likely to be contemporary in date with its writer. Therefore, it is
quite possible that the T ai-p’ing-ch’ang ceremonial pit should belong to
the later part of the Chou period, most probably 700-500 B.C. in date.

(80)
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A study of the material in the cultural stratum reveals that the culture
is similar to the last phase of prehistoric Szechwan. The polished celtsand
chisels, the hammers and pestle, and the rectangular knives are typical
examples of aneolithic artifacts of this province. Moreover, the pottery
is clearly of the Chinese tradition: the grey slipped ware seems to be
identical in paste, colour, slip, wheel-turning and shape with the grey
specimens of the Black Pottery Culture in North and East China. which
may be dated, as in the case of Ch'éng-tzu-yaiIl, at about 1200-500 B.C.
And, in view of the fact that the ceremonial pit was made after the
dwelling site of Hanchou had been abandoned, it does not seem far-
fetched to assume that the cultural deposit of T"ai-p’ing-ch’ang should be
aneolithic in date and possibly 1200-700 B.C. ;

LOCATION ofF THE TAI-PING-CH'ANG SITE
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Gyao zhanzheng kaishyj shyi, Rjban gingunq Chauhyan Pyngrang,
Naa shyi 20 gvo Zso Bmugwi gianggiun, zhy lyngzhe san-kignn ré&n
gianm shew Pyngrzng. | |

720 gianggiun de makin, shenm mynq daa ji, mqanlj‘ta de €rzyi, wi
gvo shaa dyi; Zeo furén genc yaupe shezhyi, jung hyue hyeche&nq
“Chjy hin bzw gvo” sj-geg zji swnq goi gianggiun.

Gjngunq Pyngrn=g de rjgiun yow ba-wann due ren, gianggiun lyn
zhen zhyhuj, nalj dukang, dasy dyrén hanm due, zjgi de giundwi shang
vang ye bwsh®v. Gianggiun kinsheu tj shangbing shang jaﬁ, goe shang,
ta de makin, furén han F;rnqu,'doa tj giunshji shaw fan.

Gjhje ko zhanle gy-tianm, shjbing hianggjy Sﬁanq vang, z4ydan Y@
meiyoo giegj, gianggiun Zhl{de tyauhyuam zhwangding, bochung dwia,
deng shan gjushew. deng dyren pashang shan laj, tomen bjanm nale daa

dau chank kiang, ikyy chungshahjakjw, joo kansyle hyudue dyren.
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Gianggiun shen zhwnq shwv dan, dwanle i-tav gebeo, shangle i-zhiy
yanging, hay lyn zhen duw ;hla_n" Dan s}[i shang hianc gj, shjbing jue
dze jue shzw, zhungyo dykanq bvzhwa. Gianggiun bei zhue, daxz ma
dyren, zhwanglje hjum_ zhyi; ta de kyuan‘n gia le@ zai zwy vigy shyi, i-kyy

tow gung zji shaa.
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II. DAHYUE GANGL#ING

Dahyue zhi dau: zai mynq mynk dte, zai kim myn, zai zhyj yu zhjy
shan. Zhi zhyj erheu Yyow djng, djng erheu nenq gjng, gjng erheu neng
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an, an €rhgu n&nq lju, lju erheu néng dee. wu Yow bsnmo, shji Jow
zhungshyi, zhij soo hianheu, z&e dau gjm yi.

Gozh ju mynq mynk dge yu tianhja zhee, hienm zhj kyi gvo; ju zhj le
gvo zhse, hisnm hiow kyi shen; ju hiow kyi shen zhae, hianm zhenq kyi
hin; §u zhenq kyi hin zhee, hisnm chenq kyi ji; ju cheng kyi ;i zhve,
hianm zhj kyi zhi, zhj zhi z@i g6e wu. Wu gee erheu zhi zhj, zhi zhj €rh-.
ou ji chéng, ji cheng erhen hin zhéng hin zhéng &rheu shen hiéw, shen
hiow grheu gia kyj, gia kyj €rheu gvo zhj, gvo zhj grheu tianhja pynd.
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How i-ge zhoren d=fa dangchdid ddi shvigsodjan lqi Efﬁfﬁféi‘ shv1gao
dwi td shué: “Jau tiaw tyand, bws tyanid bwa jdw.”

Nage dangchaid shue: “0o zenme zhidau tyan-bwtyan ne?” Zharen
shue: “Tyan-bwtyan nui zjgi key hianm chang-i-chang.” Nage dangchaid

daule shvigoodjan lyi; diwi maj shvigéo dé rén shue: “Jaw tyand bwo
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tyand bwo jaw.” Shvigsodjan.de laubzn tji ta tiguhzule iy lanz zwy

hzud shvigao, jubei geoi ta swanzhang. Nage dangchaid shue: “Bya mank,
rangao hianm chang-i-chang, zay gej nui kyan.” » Ta gjow bza may i-zhi
shvigzo doa yaule ikou, gooran doo shj tyand, ta cay geile kyan, hvilaj le.
‘Ta dale gialyi, zhoren iy kam lanz lymjan de shvigao, yging doa gai
ren yaugwole, gjoo wm ta.shue: “zenme doa shj yaugwo de?” .
Dangchaid hvidashue : “shj nyi zjger shue de-a! Zsnme hay jauy

gwdj 20 ne?”’ . S - S
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ABSTRACTS iN ENGLISH

A STUDY OF THE LITERARY INQUISITION
OF CH’IEN.LUNG

Hsii Hsii-tien

The literéry inquisition of Ch’ien-lung is one of the dark spots in
Chinese cultural history. Though it took place only about two hundred

years ago, yet it is difficult to study now. Both the documents and the

catalogues are obscure and in bad order, with many gaps and ambigui-
ties. Several scholars have tried to clarify the problem, but their work
is rather unsatisfactory. | o

The present study aims at treating the problem by classifying the
condemned books according to their nature and calculating the numbers,
involved. The motives for the inquisition, t he method of its execution.
and its relation to the Ssu-k'u-ch’iian-shu have been'systematicélly treated
The study also tries to point out the mistakes of earlier Chinese and
Western scholars. The present writer, after making a detailed study of
all the available sources, arrives at the following results:

1. The books actually condemned and totally destroyed by the
government: 1355,

2. The books actually only censored in part by the government :
260. ‘

3. 'The books once condemned but finally released by the govern-
ment: 155.
4. 'The books once condemned but whose final fate is uncertain:

1054.

THE T’AI-P’ING-CI—I’ANG CULTURE
’ 'Chéng Te-K’un
( Article in English, pp. 67-82)
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WANG AN-SHIH ON HUMAN NATURE

T'an Jén-mei
There is perhaps no other statesman in all Chinese history whose
contribution to the country has waited so long for recognition as
Wang An-shih (1021-1086). For more than eight hundred years he
was seriously criticized and unscrupulously misinterpreted by many

people. But his contribution has been gradually rediscovered, especially
through a comparative study of his revolutionary ideas in the light of

Western thought. This is true of his political, economic, and social

views as well as of his views on human nature.

Previous to him, the problem of human nature had occupied a
most important place in Chinese philosophy. One of the leading Chinese
philosophers, Liang Ch’i-ch’ao, considered it to be the only important phil-
osophical problem in the initial stage of Chinese philosophy. Between
Confucius and Wang An-shih, four schools of thought in regard to human
nature had evolved, namely, (1) human nature is good; (2) human nature
is bad; (3) human nature is a mixture of good and bad; and (4) human
nature is neither good nor bad. Of these four, however, the first one has
always taken the lead in Confucianism, while the last one has always been
looked upon with disfavor, and has been accepted by very few people.

Wang An-shih, as a revolutionary character, challenged the tradi-
tional Chinese views in many aspects, political, economic, social, and
educational. In the field of philosophy, he showed the same spirit and
criticized the opinions of his predecessors and contemporaries on human
nature. On the constructive side, he interpreted Confucius’ saying
that all human nature is approximately the same to mean that it is
neither good nor bad. To summarize his thoughts on this problem, four
p‘oints seem to stand out clearly: (1) human nature (%) is neither good
nor bad; (2) emotional tendencies (f%) are neither good nor bad; (3)
intellectual superiority and inferiority is different from good and bad in
the moral realm; and (4) good and bad depends upon learning.

(182)
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Tooked at fromithewviewpoint of present-day.psychology, Wang’s
views of human nature are more approximate to the-scientific facts so
far knownto us, Wo doubt,then, hisideas appeared to bewevolutionary in
his time and invited criticism and attack from all ¢circles. ‘Cnly gradually,
however, ‘was' the ‘truth of “his-views'discovered -and their re-evaluation
undertaken, This stutly :is-an-attempt to re-evaluate his:thoughts on
human nature. ‘

A NEW FOUR-IN-ONE SYSTEM OF SPELLING FOR THE
GHINESE LANGUAGE

Kuo Mao-chang

The great imperfection of the Chinese written language—from
which every other written language in the world is free—is that a word
canrot -be pronounced by merely looking at its form, for the prenuncia-
tion of thewotd and the form of its written character are not -neeessar-
ilyselated. In addition;the form and the structure of Chinese charae-
tets are very complex and irregular, making necessary the memorization
of therorder of the strokes in-writing, the structure, and the ‘prenunsia-
tien of ‘each individuwal werd. :China’s battle against illiteracy and ther
efforts to keep abreast of the twentieth-century world are witally-tied -ap
with these difficullties inherent in her language.

Many attempts thave ‘been smade “to reform- the'Chinese written
language, ‘some along ‘thelinesof simplified characters, and -othersdlong
the lineof @ romanized spelling. “The latter méthod 'has dlways faced
titie -ditficulty .caused by the Jarge number -of -words -which ‘have the
sarhe ‘pronundigtion -and - spelling. “The -present contributor is trying
o credte a new Form ‘of Ghinese *written Jlanguage ‘in -which the four
éssential:elements:of each dharacter—consonagt,vowel,ftone,—.an‘dxpart -of
gpeech—shall'be wombinell-irito:the form -of -2 distinctive written -word.

The outstanding characteristics of the system are as follows:
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1. The spelling of the word conveys at once the pronunciation,
tone, and use of the word. _
2. 'The spelling, while simple, is capable of representing both
vernacular and classical writings.
- 3. Spelling changes are governed by one simple rule: the first

vowel expresses tone and the final vowel or consonant ex-
. presses the part of speech.

THE THEORY OF Hsing-yeh (%) ATTRIBUTED TO
MATTEO RICCI AS RECORDED IN THE
GAZETTEERS OF FORMOSA

Maur Fang Hao

‘The theory of Hsing-yeh has to do with the assigning of a special
zodiacal asterism to each division or feudal state of the empire, this
constellation then being conceived of as controlling the destiny of that
region. This astrological division of the land was widely received, and so-
now in almost every gazetteer can be found a section on Hsing-yeh with

observations concerning the asterism which especially concerns that
particular region. ’

The present study is divided into nine sections: 1, introduction; 2,
a survey of important Formosa gazetteers; 3, the theory of Hsing-yeh
pertaining te Formosa, as attributed to Matteo Ricci; 4, the origin of the
theory attributed to Ricci; 5, sidelights on the theory as gleaned from the
gazetteers of Fukien; 6, a biographical sketch of Ch’én Yiian-lin (BEI5IE)
and a discussion of his relationship with Ch’én Méng-lin (JE2£8k), the
compiler of the Chu-lo-chih (ZFEE); 7, passages on Matteo Ricci missing
from the current edition of the Chu-lo-chih and their recovery; 8, a

discussion of the prohibition of the Chu-lo-chik in Japan; and 9, the
conclusion,

(184)
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In this article the writer attempts to prove that the theory of
Hsing-yeh appearing in the Chu-lo-chik and attributed to Ricci was in fact
the creation of Ch’én Yiian-lin and was used by the compiler to increase
the prestige of the work.

The writer also ati:empts to recover the missing passages on
Matteo Ricci in the the Chu-lo-chih from a work entitled Pi-kai-chi-yu
(REEFALHE) written by Yii Yung-ho CARR{), a scholar of the same
district as the present writer.

HISTORICAL NOTES ON FUKIEN POTTERYCRAFT

Kan Ching-hao

The art of pottery making in Fukien played an important role in
China during the Sung dynasty. The center of production was located
in the northeastern part of the province, where it may have been
stimulated by the tea industry in the same district.

This paper gives an historical review of Fukien potterycraft as
well as causes for the decline of this type of craft in the same province
at present.

. SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL ON SLAVE REVOLTS
DURING THE MING DYNASTY ’

Fu Yi-ling

The widespread efforts of slaves during the Ming and Ch’ing
dynasties to gain their freedom was a great milestone in the history of
the movement of the masses toward emancipation. These revolts were
first studied by the late historical writer, Mr. Liang Ch’i-ch’ao, and
several other writers have more recently continued the discussion.

These notes regarding the slave revolts in Anhui, Kwangtung, and
Fukien during the Ming period were collected mainly from the gazet-
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ON Tk GHINESE JEW AT
IN MATTEO RICCI’'S Opere Storiche
Ch’én Tséng-hui

Matteo Ricci owed his first knowledge of the existence of a
Jewish commumty m K’"al-feng, ifi the heart of'China, to a’C‘hmeS'é Jew by
the name of A1, who visited him at the Jesuit headquarters in Peking in
1605. It was also due to his visit that Father Ricciwas able to send some

Ciﬁn‘ése "dé’legates o Kaifeng to investigate, and ‘thus‘the first account -

of" ’che commumty Was pubhshed 16 the Weéférn w’o‘rld

" Professot ‘Ch'én Yiian (@iiﬁ) of Fu-Jen 'Unﬁrermty Was the first
one to ‘identify this Jew Ai (%) as Ai ien "(3FE) by compating:
fie "Chindse version of Aleni’s ‘Biography “of Ricci with the Hsiang:
fuihsien-crin ‘CRERFI%E), but he 'did not -comsult Rieci’s -own work
Opere Storiche. A year later Paul Pelliot, the French Sinologist, - made

a study of the Jew, and he also tried to identify Ai as Ai T'ien.

Berthold Laufer and A. C. Moule have also  joined the discussion.

In this note the conéributer, using. documentary proof, ‘confirms
Pelliot’s 1dent1ﬁcat10n of the Jew A1 and attempts to show that his com-
ing to Peklng was to take the ccﬁtﬁ‘t ‘éxdinination (23%) for school super-
vigoss, -In-thische was suceessful,;and he received appointrirentds super-
Yisor ABREX) -in Pao-ying District (E ESE), Yang:chow-fu (FMAE). It.ds
further: shown -that his ‘conversation: with Rieci «actually «took -place.in
1605.. . The -note rends with a-biographical sketch of:Ai T'ien.

The contributor wishes to.say that this.piece:of research had-.been
done sindependently, -before ‘he was:aware: that-Pelliot diad alrefidy pub-
”I s‘*heﬁ His \f&lua‘ble artlcle dn fhe T’ozmg Pao.
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