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Miss funice 7. Thomas
223 Lake View Drive
Collingswood, New Jersey

Dear i1iss Thomas:

I was glad to have your letter of #dugust 9th forwarded
to me again. I tried to inquire where you might be in the sum~
mer. I certalnly appreciate your point of view about our prop-
osition to you. Since you have a settled position for the coming
year we can take the matter up in s more leisurely way, T want
to assure you that we want you as well as the salary attached to
you, but we want you first because we really need teachers of
“nglish language and literature. With your former preparation
and experience you are also in a position to help a great deal in
our educational work in general, We only wish that we had our
own finances so that we would be able -to invite you by-ourselves,
but as you well know, the mission board appropriation to us has
been cut from fiity percent to one-hundred percent in most cases,
and we are not able to do many things we waald like to do, I
ahall take the matter up with our board in New York and later
with the “mericen Board in Boston, and 1 hope that by your letter
of Augeat 9 to me you have approved of your coming out if we could
make some arrangement for your filnances.

Your idea of studylng a semester or a year before you go
to China again 1s & good one and I also hope that there may be
an opportunity for you to study more lMandarin when you are in
China., 1t will be most helpful for your work in the University
when you have a better knowledge of the language of the students.

I am leaving her for the East on September 15. I am
hoping to stop & couple of places before L arrive in New York
around “eptember 25. We are expecting to Quarter our famlly at
the Harford “eminary, Hartford, Connecticut for the rest of the
academic year, altho I will be in and out mest of .the time curing
the winter season. I shall surely go to Boston for some time to
see the American Board people. Please give me your direct address,
and write me whatever you have in your mind in connectlon with
your going out to China, to our New York office, care of lir. B.A.
Garside, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York City.

¥rs, Lin and the children are getting along very well.
My wife joins me in sending you our best regards.

Yours very sincerely,
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Miss Eunice T. Thomas
Plessant Hill Academy
Pleasant Hill, Tennessee

Dear Miss Thomas:

I have been delayed in replying to your letter of
October 13th. I was busily travelling betwecn Boston and New York
and other places, and since the middle part of November I have been
traveling through the middle west as far as Dos Mglines, Iowa, and just
returned yesterday.

I was very glad to hear from you about your thoughts
of going back to Chima to teach Epglish. I am taking the matter up with
the Board Secretaries in Bposten, and have been trying to get in touch
with some of your friends in Philadelphia. It is my hope that before
the Spring is over I shall be able to knew more definitely what the
Board in Boston will do for us. We oertainly look forward with great
pledasure to have you come back to cooperate with us in the work at the
University.

1 saw Helen Smith a couple of times before I left for
the middle west, I am afraid I shall not be able to ses her again be-
fore the New Year. I shall write you again as soon as I cmn get in touch
with certain persons whom I want to see,

My family ¥ quite well settled at Hartford. If you should
come back to the East please let us know so that we may have you visit us
for some time.

Mrs. Lin wishes to send you her best regards.

Yours very sincerely,

C}Ké




Miss Eunice T. Thonas
Pleasant Hill Academy
Pleasant Hill, Tenn.

My dear MissT¥homes:

You have undoubtedly received a copy of Miss Wilson's
letter to me dated Jamuwary 16th. I think the field is quite clear
now, There will be no question but that they will be willing te
have you come to us if we can secure the suppert, and I think with
your mmber of friends, and with whatever I wauld be able to do
to help, we shall be able to raise the necessary funds for that

purpose.

I have heard from Mrs. Newman saying that she will be
glad to talk over the matter with me. She is planning to come
to New York in the early part of March. If not, I am going down
to Philadelphia the second week of March, and I have written to her
again asking for an appointment during that period. Im her letter
to me Nrs. Newvman says:~ "I am very much in sympathy with the plan
of Eunice Thomas' return to China and feel confident that the work
at Fukien University wédld be much to her liking, but we, here in
Pennsylvania, will have to be guided by the attitude of the American
Board regarding the matter.®

I had a couple of good talks both with Miss Wilson and
Nr. Belcher when I was in Boston in the middle part of Jamery.
They are in favar of our continmed plan and as soon as we can secure
people who will back us financially, they will undoubtedly give us
official consent.

Kindly let me know if there is any way I can be following
up the matter mere closely.

With kindest regards,

Yours very sincerely,

G
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Miss Bunice T, Thomas
leasant Hill Academy
Pleas.nt Hill, Tenn.

Dear Miss Thomas:

I had a very good conference with Mrs. Newman yesterday
afternoon at her home in Germantown. She thought that your place is
in Chine and will do everything possible for you to return to us at
Fukien.

The enclosed copy of my letter to Miss Wilson and Mr.
Belcher will show what she is trying to do mext. I went over with
her the reasons and plans of your retum, and she seemed to agree
to most of them. She doubted, howsver, that the women alone would
be able to raise much more in addition to what they have already
given to the Board, although she would try to see how far that could

be done. Mmtlnugplu‘thtmdmputmmpwtup
to all the Gengregational peeple in the State of Pennsybeunia. Ag
soon as she learns the definite amoumt of money that will be required
to send you back to China, she will start the work among the ladies
there.

Mrs. Nowman impressed me as being a very fine, as well as
able lady. I believe she will be able te do a great deal for us.
She sald she would not be able to know definitely the results of her
efforts until the last part of May. I told her that we will have teo
depend on her entirely for our efforts to get you back. She told me
that you wrote her you were prepared to £inance your own study for the
summer in case suppert for your work in China could be assured. I
urged her if possible that your suppert should be taken over by the
Penngylvania women, or the Churech entirely. -

With kindest regards,




April 24, 1936

MissEunice Thomas
pleasant Hill Acedemy
Pleasant Hill, Tenn,

Dear Miss Thomass

I had & very pleasant visit with the
Philadelphia Women's meeting yesterday. There were
about 70 women representing about 10 Congregat lonal
and Christian Ohurches in and around Philadelphia.
Almost everyone of them told me that she new you,
so I took the oppertunity of speaking about you
and our work., The women seemed to like my talk as
well as the motion pictures I showed. Mrs. Newman
was very gracious in expressing her pleasure of my
telk t'ere., She promised again that she would do
her best to make possible your return to ue this fall.
I will enclose a copy of my letter to Mrs. Hewman
herewith for your reference., I hope that in your mset-
ing whth the State gathering you will be able to make
definite assurance of your suppert in Foochow. I have
been much encouraged by the meeting of yesterday .

I am going to Chicago agein tomorrow
evening and will not be back until May 8th, Ve are
planning to leave here for China around July 5th, by
way of Burope. Ve are trying to book our passage on
the "S. 8, Maine" sailing from Genoa, August 3rd, and
arriving in Hongkeng, September 6th, We deo hope that
we shall see you again before we leave to make some
more detailed plans about your return to us.

With kindest regards,

Yours very sincerely,

s C‘) b 0

Bne., Letter to Mrs. B.J.Newman, same date.
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April 1, 1935

Miss Bunice T. Thomas
Pleasant Hill Academy
Pleasant Hill, Tenn.

My desr ¥iss Thomas:
Your good letter of March 28th has just reached me.

I have heard from Mrs. Newman after she had the nec-
essary information from Dr. Bddy. I em going to Boston next
Friday, April 5th, when I shall speak at the same dinner party
with Dr. Brewer Eddy. I shall also spend some time at the
Ameriocan Board's office. I think the Board people quite naturally
w111 want to have the Pennsylvania women do what they can for the .
increased financial support. They are necessarily in difficult
condition, but I hope that they will help us in some way as to
make your return to China possible.

I am glad that you are planning definitely about your
preparation during the summer and probably next fall for your
work at Fukien., I think summer school at Columbia University
will be very good. I have an idea that in case you should get
sufficient oriemtation during the summer, you might like to go
over to China even in the early part of next fall, if we oould
make arrangements before the Bpring semester closes with the
Pennsylvania women.  In sny case, it will be good for us to have
you plan on the basis of your return to China either next fall or
next spring. I have the belief that something will come out to
carry out our plan.

Mrs. Newman has invited me to come to Philadelphia
to speak to her women there on April 23rd. At that time I ocan
talk over the problem with her further, and will then try to
see whether the women can care for even a part of your expenses
for the first year. If they are willing to do that much, I think
your return to China will be quite assured. I certainly appree-
jate the able leadership of Mrs. Nowman, and I have great con-
fidence in her.

Mrs. Lin and the children have been spending spring
vacation in and around New York with her friends. I am expest-
ing to take them back to Hartford tomorrew. I am sure she will
joing me in sending you our best regards.
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Miss Eunioce T« Thomas
223 Leke View Drive .
Collingswood, H, Je

Dear Miss Thomeasi

Many thanks for your good letter of May
10th, Ve are counting on you rather definitely to work
at Fukien next fall, although the financial part has yet
to be arranged, I em in touch with Mrs. Newman and I
hope that the women's meeting at Philadelphia, next week,
will make definite pramise of contributions toward yowr
support. I am asking Mrs, Newman for at least transferring
your present year's suppart at Pleasant Hill to yowr work
at Fulden, plus the sum of about U,8.§300 for your travelling
expenses to China, If the women oannot do more, we will
undertake to provide the rest of yowr salary for the next
academio year acoording to the prevailing salary paid to
a single missionary lady in Foochow,

I make this offer to Mrs. Newman not because
mhuvos_lru”ummmyinmdforthopurpon.ux
told her in my letter that we are faocing s defiolt of about
Ue8+$7,000 to the end of June, 1936, and owr next year's
budget, although approved by our Board of Trustees yester=-
day, lacks around §29,000 Chinese owrrency on the income
side, but we need you so urgently that we will try to shift
o\u'welmtmmtodowpaﬂloutoon-
omptho?h&hblphhmnrwthmm. 1
hope that your presence in their meeting next week will
80 Mmthnutohnwth.nuthututhom
as I suggested,

I should like very much to see you probably
after your meeting in Philadelphia, If, however, it 4is
convenient for you to oume up to New York either on Monday
a'ruudv.kyRoehcrﬂm.nlhulawtomtotslk
a mmber of things over. 1 shall 1ikely be in New York also
on Seturdsy morning, Mey 26th. Eindly let me know vhat is
most oconvenient for you to do.

With kindest regards,




Miss Eunice T, Thoamas
401 West 118th Street
Apertment 58
Howr York, Ne Y.
My dear Miss Thonas:

1 heve your letter of May 20%h.
1 shall see you at your New York address on Saturday,
May 25th, sround 10 otelock in the merning. Ve can then
talk a mmber of things over.

1 hope you have had a fine neeting
with the State Conference of the Oong'o{;ttloml-chrmm
Chawches, I shall look forward to learn & fow things about

ths conference fram you when we meet,

Yours very ai.no-roxy.

T
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FUKIEN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

June 6, 1935

Miss Eunice Thomas
223 Lake View Drive
Collingswood, N, J.

Dear Miss Thomass:

Confirming our conversation in New York City on May 25th,
I am writing to extend to you formel invitation to join our staff at Fukien
Christian University, Foochow, China and to appoint you as a lecturer in our
Department of English Language and Literature. We shall be responsible for the
same financial obligations as the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions does toward its missionary lady in Foochow with regard to the salary
while you are there, and the length of the term of service. We shall adso
arrange to have suitable living quarters for you; the definite place to be
arrsnged mutually between us when you arrive on the campus.

I think you can arrange for your passage back to China through
one of the freighters, as I told you last time. It will be comfortable and
the expenses will be very reasonable. While we like to save as much money as
possible for travelling expenses, we want you to be comfortable on the trip,
and we shall be responsible for your expenses between San Francisco and Foochow.

I was also pleased to know your plan of study for the summer and
next fall. I agree with your idea that you will take summer school work at
Columbia University, New York City, and then take & full semester's work in
the University of California. It was certainly fine to know that you would be
able to finance your studies yourself, and our financial obligations will begin
when you are ready to leave for China, about next Christmas time.

You already know about our work at Fukien. You will probably
be expected to take care of the freshmen and sophomore English, both as to
their study of English literature and composition. The methods of teaching
and the reorganization of the courses will depend & great deal upon yourself
after have completed your studies in this country. We are quite sure
thut/wigﬁ former training and experience of teaching, both in Americanand
in China, our Department of English will teke a new life upon your arrival.

Mr. Roderick Scott and Mr. Melcolm ¥, Farley will be glad to cooperate with you
in any way in meking this department effective. I shall write them to get into
direct touch with you before you leave for China.

Our American office at 150 Fifth Avenue, will be glad to assist
you in any wey in planning for your return to China next Christmas, with regard
to arrangements of boats, passports, etc. You have met Mr. B. A. Garside, our
Executive Secretary, who will also teke care of the financial end when the time
comes for the University to advance you money for travelling purposes.

With regard to your medical examination, I hope you will carry
out what you told me about your plan to have a thorough medical examination
while you are in California. Would you also send an official report from the
doctor to our office in New York? As a matter of record, would you also kindly

I2q |




Miss Eunice Thomas i, 646/35

/
fill out the application blank and return the same to the office here?

I was glad that you could come up to have a visit together
with us last time. Mrs. Lin was so pleased to have seen you again. We shall
probably not leave New York for England until July 17th, and we hope that we
may see you again before we meet on the Fukien campus a few months later.

We shall look forward with the greatest pleasure to your
fellowship in our common cause for Christian higher education at Fukien.

Yours very sincerely,

CJL:HV




[ Puxian /

DR. ANNE H. THOMAS
MEDICA s BUILDING
SIXTEENTH & WALNUT STREETS
PHILADELPHIA

July 17, 1936

-
Fa Kien Christian University ok - M/3 \
150 Fifth Avenue /
New York City, N. Y.

Dear Sirs:

I have seen m:w: several
times at my office recently and find her gemerally

in very satisfactory comdition

She has recovered remarkably well frem
her accident in China in 1925 and understands thor-~
oughly how to watch her own health,

From my examination I find ne reason why
she should not be able to carry em her future work
in Chins;

She tells me that you are familiar with
her past condition and general health therefore 1
am not reporting in detail but shall be glad te de
se should you desire ity

Very sincerely yours,

Anne H, Thomas, M, D







» August 27, 1935
M, ://y 3/3( -

Miss Eunice T, Thomas
1800 Monterey Avenue
Berkeley, California

My dear Miss Thomsst

Thank you for your letter of last week, in which you
enclosed the letter President Lin wrote you on June 6, “e have
made copies of this letter and are returning it herewith.

We received from your physicdan, Dr. Anne Thomas, a brief
statement to the effect that she has found your general physical
condition to be very satisfactory, and thet she considers you
qualified to return to your missionary work in China,

e have not undertaken as yet to complete the final
arrangements for your sailing, pending the outcome of our dise
cussion :ith the Americam Boards If the American Board agrees o
reappoint you as one of their missionaries under a special arrange=
ment where you are assigned to Fukid¢n Christian University, and
Fukien Trustees reimburse the American Board for their expenditures
on your behalf, then the American Board would probably handle both
your out-going travel arrangements und your regular sulary and
allowances, in the same way as they do with their regular missionary
personnel, I have been in correspondence with both Dr, Fairfield
and Miss Wilson in regard to this, :nd we are now sesking to arrange
a meeting of the FPukien Executive Committee at which a formal
request can be made to the American Board ulong the lines I have
Just indicated.

I trust that you have had & vory pleasant trip to the
West Coast, :nd that you will enjoy your weeks in California.

Very cordially yours,




Miss Eunice Thomas
1800 Monterey Avenue
Berkeley, California

My deer ¥iss Thomaas

Thank you for your good letter of November 23rd and
also for the photograph which arrived a day or two agoe We are
happy to lesrm that you have been spending such a pleasant and
profitable pertod of study in Barkeley, You certainly seem to
have been using your time there to excsllent advantages

I understend that the American Board has now completed
its arrangements for teking you back on the status of one of their
regular missionaries, the ouly difference being that they will send
our Fukien office periodical statements as to the amounts expended
on your behalf for us to make reimbursementss Mr, Talcott has
alreedy made two peyments on eetount of his pledge for your supporty
g0 we have funds in hand to take gare of your outgoing expenses &nd
the beginning of your salary in China, -

We are glad to note that you are planning to sail on
December 27thy This should get you to Foochow in ample time to
begin your work for the spring semester, We trust that you wfll

have a pleasant voyage, a joyous return to China, and a long period
of produstive service on the campus of Fukien Christian Universitye

Very cordially yours,

B it —




July 20, 1939

Miss BEunice T. Thomas
2285 Cedar Street
Berkeley, Calif.

Dear Miss Thomas:

We were very glad to receive youwr letter
of July 15 and to know what your definite plans are
asbout returning to Chinse I am afraid we have no
suggestions' to offer since we have no morg Dews from
Fooohow thean you have received from Dre Stowes I would
think that your best information would coms from Miss
Asher if you can see her when she arrives from San
Frantisco, As you say in your letter, it will probably
be impossible to make any plans until you reach Chim,

We have had no recent word from the Worleys
or the Wiants - the last having been from Homolulue
mewthm‘bhtog&in!'oochwu
undertain.

I do not know that much can be said about
@ of the Chima Colleges om the Pacifie
coast except that things have not gone as well as expected

the aotivitie

Amorioa and is going %o over
Colleges in the Western part of the coumtry. It is our
hopoﬂutthinpvinhwmmthhwcnm.

With best wishes for a safe and satisfactory
trip on your return to Chim, I am

Binoorol{ yours,

1/
,@ Q,(w ~_’. (L Ar?
istant

\




See letter of Aug. 8, 1939- from American Poarc

Miss Bunice Thomas
2286 Cedar Street
Berkeley, Californic

Dear Hise Thomas:

e have rcoeived this morning a letter from
the American Board of Commissioners in which they tell
of receiving a cablogram from Foochow signed "Smiths".
This cablegrem reed, "Advise Thomes delay”. You will
probably lknow more about what this means than wo do
here, and no doubt the Americen Board has advised you

of the message.

Bishop Gomly was in the office yestewday and
mentioned thet Dr. and lire. Stowe were plamning to sail
August 19th, and that there was some indication that
you might be planning to go with them at that time. I

hmmmmmmwwﬁutnwmnm.
and that your informetion is now as complete as is poo-

sible under the circumotances.

We will be glad to know what your pleanc aye
when you have them finally made.

Sincerely yours,

Joseph I. Parker

e L R Ul A S S RS S

| cBH




¢

e ¥ ' el
é, R v AW ’ 5
1800 MONTEREY AVENUE Z/p/r S Sl 7 W ot g
7

Aﬁ a:RKI!.LIY- cAL-ll'Ol'!NlA 9y 8 " I %
T ST e iy e

4


































22.8¢ %/If %%a'ﬁz,

Do 1l (e Lo p3-39 |

Ltni.
















RECEIVED
UNIVERSITIES

cFp 51339

JOINT OFFICE




Miss Eunice T. Thomas
2285 Cedar St.
Berkeley, Calif.

By dear Miss Thomas:

NMr. Parker is this week finishing up his vacation, so I will acknewledge
your letter of August 30 addressed to him. _

Since you wrote, the development of the European crisis has made all the
more difficult the problem of travel throughout the world. WNhile travelon the
Pacifis has not been affested as much as that .through other aress, there will
undeubtedly be some further delays and difficulties. Whether this will necesal-
tate further postponement in your return to China, we canmet definitely foretell.
Certainly F.C.U. is anxious te have you retumm, need of
services. The two major gquéstioms we must face

‘ble for you to get to Foochow or Shaowu, and seoond, wha possibdll

of your carrying on work under relatively safe conditioms if you can reach .
g to

We are glad to mote that while you ave waiting you are planmiag
some interesting work at the Pacifie Sechool of Religiom. I bope that you w11l
find it very profitable and pleasant.’

Today Dr. Wynm Fairfield has been in New York City, and we have beem dis~
cussing with him the mew developments of the problems of travel for owr mission-
aries returning to China., I have just come back from a meeting of the Inter-
national Missionary Counecil where this same tople was discussed. Miss Asher
plans to reach New York City tomorrow.

These are diffisult days for all of us, but the only thing to de seems
to be to earry on and keep as cool as possible. : Y

With all good wishes, I am
Very cordially yours,
B A GARSIDE




March 8, 1940

Miss Eunice T. Thomas
Fukien Christian University
Shaowu, CHINA

Dear Miss Thomass

We are indeed grateful for your letter of February .17th
giving your experiences and sidelights in Shanghai.

Yes, I received your letter mailed from San Francisco,
for which we were grateful. Surely we are glad that you are able
to write in such an optimistic vein after the experiences you en=
countered., Somehow or other extremes seem to be the fashion this
year and we have had our share around New York. Politicians and
totalitarians are falling in line with similar extreme actions.
The question is, where will it land us all? Possibly, and who can
tell, the millennium may be at hand,

Yesterday morning Dr. John He Finley failed to respond to
the call of day and they found him lifeless, his heart having given
out while he was asleep. He and Mrs. Finley have been most devoted

and choice friends of China, and we shall miss him greatly.

I am mailing this letter down to Shaowu with the hope that
eventually it will catch up with you, as I want you to know how much
we appreciate these personal touches, and will appreciate any other
sketches of campus life which you may have time to send us.

Most gratefully yours,

Ce A, EVANS
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Pk tian University
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*f“' N Y AR Fukien
e, e v

March 30, 1940

After delays that got to be monotonous, it is good to
have accomplished at last my return to F. C. U. To be here is
worth the two months’ travel from San Francisco that it cost
to get here. My arrival on the Shaowu campus on March 11th
followed so speedy a trip from Foochow that it surprised every-
one, even myself. The flood on the Min fed by heavy Tains
did not delay our sturdy river-launch fromarrival at Yenping
within 26 hoyrs, and above Yenping the road in good repair
made possible a bus ride to Shaowu in 9 hours. ' Shaowu is on
the recently constructed road from Yenping to' Chungking, a
fact significant in many ways.  We are on Standard or Chung-
king Time: The atmosphere of Free China is the one we
breathe, and it is better for.the lungs than the coastal climate
now has to offer.

F,C. U. is & going concerh in its new location, The
leaders who had the vision to see its possibilities. are making
good use of them with results at once apparent to the newest
arrival. The property so carefully acquired by the Shaowu
mission, and so beautifully situated among the picturesque
mountains of northern Fukien, has been not' only efficiently
adapted to new uses but materially increased. The purchase
of new land has expended both campus and fields under culti-
vation. A new- gate in a new wall opens the way to the old
campus past a new library, and behind the old main building a
new dormitory is going up. The' library which bears the name
of a former president, Bishop Gowdy, has a fine big reading
room, well-lighted day and night, where students have facilities
for study beyond comparison with those any dormitory can
provide.

After seeing the crowded and inadequate quarters of
other schools in exile, one must realize how fortunate F. C. U.
is here. And one does well to remember that our good fortune
is no accident, but rests on the foundation of years of mission
work here, and the good judgment of the University adminis-
tration. To leaders past and present we owe a great debt of
gratitude.




(2))

Shaowu is in the heart of a richly productive district. In
the, present rice situation many institutions find food supply
the greatest problem, but we have enough:and to spare, o that
we entertain many visitors who come here buying rice. Itis to
be hoped that the rice census now being taken will locate the
supply and distribute it more evenly for the relief of present
suffering.

F. C. U. is entering new fields, literally and ﬁguratwely.
If state secrets could be shared you'd be interested in substi-’
tutes that are being 'covered for essential commodltles now
put out of réach by[3es i
time delivery. For fe
jor interest, second
overtime, with res

.% as well as legs.
Ingenuxty has achlev ﬂ- mney [made. in the Physics

;vr?(;'k::log of narrow '\g:;l_:; \\,.‘._. ; ; ogether vertically

mur n r this p\()m/expfr ence is an
abm&mwﬁ easant surpfise to fo find that a
picfieer has as many satisfactions as hardships. On March
12th, the anniversary of Sun Yat Sen’s death, now observed as
Arbor Day in China, our students came in after the weary work
of planting 10,000 seedling trees from our nurseries, with more
to say of the forests to come than of dirty hands and aching
backs, which have ceased to be a novelty here.

The second Easter in this new setting was abundantly
kept. On Holy Thursday evening the solemn beauty of our
Communion service was in no way disturbed by its rustic
arrangements. 'The spirit of the Sunrise Service of the Student
Christian Association on Easter morning was not spoiled by
being driven indoors by rain. The breakfast we shared following
it was punctuated by dashes into wet grass after colored eggs.
The local church service was illuminated for many of us by the
special Easter music of our University choir, Records from
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the Messiah played on a phonograph in the chapel in semi-

darkness of early evening brought a memorable day to a fitting
close.

4

“Crisis” needs two Chinese characters to represent it;
one means danger, and one means rtunity. In the crisis
F.C.U. is passing through, the secos Ogﬁm{is written large.
We are really beginning to know\mgge®f the province for
which we are named, having eseg®ed it to settle in the north
west corner. Our students co eirgma much larger area of the
country than before, bringing ne elements into our commu-
nity. Staying on the campus through the vacation periods has
been translated from necess pnte privilege. Students cannot
go away without a ‘-"%—;,z el %f college life than was
theirs in pre-war de . A3 :ﬂg‘;’ ColBge program has to go
around the full cifcl .“'U.S.' heds ad fever before.

\'b

If this letter sg ks ike an idyl of country life, it has
struck a false note I ﬁ,_- pdifficulties grappled with here is to
be found, rath ";\ el for an epige This chapter of our
history is beig@EANaldND\p the veySheart of F.C.U. and the
members of 3¢/ j.?‘k:‘.*; g -‘ ‘w erykahily in a way that
will make the "’u\wa.‘iﬁ.\;’v DelieVegi€hbr for having lived
it. We like to heNbke afyol tatos \s}jum will have lasting
benefit for the peo, i’ o SHaow tt our work is not being
done along hap-h »/témporary lihes, but rather with the
definite plan of cg ;;r. g the results for all concerned.

: v , 5
Sincerely % ?;‘:ECL &“climb on the band-wagon,

8
2 ‘ ‘ Eunice T. Thomas
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EXCERPTS FROM LETTERS WRITTEN BY
Eunice Te Thonal
from

Fukien Christien Univorsity.Shnown,China

Feb,7,1942

Miss Welker's typewriter cleaned and ropaired by our modhanio
is now doing good duty for me. There 1is no use wundering now
where the next ribbon is coming from. That way lies despalr,
for supplies of all sorts are disappearing. However,it aéoma
amazing that ersatz can be discovered or invented when the cri-
sis is actually reached, MNy wardrobe,accunmlated AJF.(after th
fire) is a marvel to behold, I must admit it is warmer than the

one I had B.F.

R ERE S E NN SN ]
Refugee life puts a high premium on any degree of privacy.

P E RN E L REEE SR

Today 1s the last day of our vacation (so-called). The stu-
dents,lonesome andéanxious about their families in Shanghai)

HongKong, Manila, Singapore, Amoy,etc.,from which we are utterly
cut off,use us in their holidays even more thhn in the term,
Our homes are their club rooms,our stale magazines are their
circulating library,and our games are their chief recreation.
Fdftunately,we had some heavenly weather for a week,and all-
day hikes were many, That gave a bit of time for me to study,
and line up next term's courses without the plans that weré
lost. sesesssvsvas

The govérnment is arranging loans for students cut off from
gll family support,but you can imagine the red tape connected
with such an arrangement. Fur some students it is not cnnngh
to be -sturod ot their om subp-rt,int thny’unnt 10:10 lthool
mcrt othau. uuu.‘&o‘o

cwmuv m,tlu Mt Mu tn be m«l ru' ‘war
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service are the Western Language majors,vho are ordered to
funming to act as interpreters in the new international avis-
tion treining. .esseses o S T
Yesterday I went to the Catholic M.‘Lniax horo,wo ”s'um.
Torbertine does dentist work. It was a great rellef bo'h'a.}v_ﬁ
my teeth cleened and e mach needed rming put m."‘"“--.»

I could tell you tales of what we have to pay dan.y for b_arg’-
neceassities (somotimes unobtainable at ahy price) that would
shock you greatly,or burn the paper. But the thing that is
being done here is worthy any cost,spiritusl or material. All
of us are upborne by that faet in a way that minimizes Aiffi-
culties, I wouldn't miss being here now with the way things ‘
are moving,for anything. I love 1%, |

Tonight Mabel Leger is heving us all there for supper - greab
excitement for us,end great courage on her part, FHow she will
even salt the food for the crowd is a great problem, Sam 1s act

ing o8 agent of the Consumers' Supply which buys in quantity
for the faculty members, This i1s absolutely the only way the
Administration sees to make the teachers' salaries stretch to

caver living requirementSeccescces

We have no assurance that any private word gets through, So
patience 1s the thing in which our souls should be possossed.

I run completely out of that preservative at times. But deep in
slde my falth does hold.

May 15,1042

(FueCoUs has at last been given official University standing by
the National Government,and celebrations have been and ve~
ried in nature....."e have been having five dist

sts for ten . m:g.;:e from glgchow College and Soochow

versity. After many ers of iculty,they are planning
to carry on here in a very limited way. Arts courses will be un
. der our direction and on our cuTn. Law, Engineering, Conmerce
viubomdmholmonthoapgosto side of the city, The stral
on our library and labs will be great,but the thing we are

|icc
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holding to the front of our minds 1s the inspiration it will
be to us to work side by side with such fine people,who have
been through so much and are unwavering in their Christian
and academlc purposes. I shall have more to say of these
people later. Afﬁliatim which preserves the identity of
three institutions is a hard matter to plan,but I have faith
that it can be affected.s It is important not to condition
the future of any part,which will continue later as a whole.
Limited mmbers and no overlapping courses are essential.

We all feel ourselves uplifted by intercourse with these
superior mens...Great hearts can overcome great digficul-

tles,and smell minds can create them,

BE




0942

EXCERPTS FROM LETTERS WRITTEN BY
rom
Fukigx_ Christian UniversigL_Shnowu, China

Febmg 7, 1942

Miss Walker's typewriter cleaned and repaired by our mechanic is now doing
good duty for me. There is no use wondering now where the next ribbon is coming
frome That way lies despair, for supplies of all sorts are disappearing. However,
it seems amazing that ersatz can be discovered or invented when the crisis is
actually reached. My wardrobe, accumulated A,F. (after the fire) is a marvel to be-
hold, I must admit it is warmer than the one I had B.F.

Refugee life puts & high premium on any degree of privacy.

Today is the last day of our vacation (so-called). The students, lonesome
and anxious about their families in Shanghai, Hong Kong, Manila, Singapore, Amoy,
etce, from which we are utterly cut off, use us in their holidays even more than in
the terms Our homes are their club rooms, our stale magazines are their circulating
library, and our games are their chief recreation. Fortunately, we had some heavenly
weather for a week, and all-day hikes were many. That gave a bit of time for me to
study, and line up next term's courses without the plans that were lost.

The Government is arranging loans for students cut off from all family
support, but you can imagine the red tape connected with such an arrangement. For
some students it is not enough to be assured of their own support, but they must
leave school to support others.

LN RN S R

Curiously enough, the first students to be commandeered for war service
are the Western Language majors, who are ordered to Kunming to act as interpreters
in the new intermational aviation training.

Yesterday I went to the Catholic Mission here, where Sister Norbertine does
dentist worke It was a great relief to have my teeth cleaned and a much needed fill-
ing put in.

I could tell you tales of what we have to pay daily for bare necessities
(sometimes unobtainable at any price) that would shock you greatly, or burn the
paper. But the thing that is being done here is worthy any cost, spiritual or
materials All of us are upborne by that fact in a way that minimizes difficulties.
I wouldn't miss being here now with the way things are moving, for anything. I
love ite

Tonight Mabel Leger is having us all there for supper - great excitement
for us, and great courage on her parte How she will even salt the food for the
crowd is a great problem. Sam is acting as agent of the Consumers' Supply which
buys in quentity for the faculty memberse This is absolutely the only way the Ad-
ministration sees to make the teachers' salaries stretch to cover living require-
ments.

LR N LN RN

We have no assurance that any private word gets throughe So patience is
the thing in which our souls should be possesseds I run completely out of that
preservative at times. But deep inside my faith does hold.




Excerpts from Letters Written by Eunice T. Thomas - page 2 l 94 20

May 15, 1942

Vie have been having five distinguished guests for ten days. They are from
Hangchow College and Soochow University. After many chapters of difficulty, they
are planning to carry on here in a very limited way. Arts courses will be under our
direction and on our campus. Law, Engineering, Commerce will be under theirs on the
opposite side of the city. The strain on our library and labs will be great, but
he thing we are holding to the front of our minds is the inspiration it will be to
us to work side by side with such fine people, who have been through so mush and are
unwevering in their Christian and academic purposes. I shall have more to say of
these people laters. Affiliation which preserves the identity of three institutions
is a hard matter to plan, but I have faith that it can be effected. It is important
not to condition the future of any part, which will continue later as a wholes'
Limited numbers and no overlapping courses are essential. We all feel ourselves up-
lifted by intercourse with these superior men....Great hearts can overcome great
difficulties, and small minds can create them.




Greand Hotel -~ Bombay
July 11,1944

Dear folkss

Leaving Sheowu on June l4th,ten of us - Scotts,
Legers,Bishops, Asher,Burr, Smith, Thomas ~ had o very speedy
trip by truek end train to Kweilin,west of the disputed
line,where we arrived on June 19th, From there Bishops
end Smith were to proceed by trein as far as possible, then
by truek, to chnngking or Cheng Tu whither a "more than
2 yrs., from furlough” had been invited by telegrams from
our two Mission headquarters,

The other seven of our party were flown to
There Leona Burr accepted the invitation,offered to others
a8 well,to teach Fnglish at Hwa Chung,of which Yale-in~Chi-
ne 1s one of 3 united institutions, It has & healthy,as
well as scenic,location, 6000+ f£t.:zbowe sea level,and we hopw
her deecision to remain,minus typewriter,books,notes,ade~
quate clothing,ete,,will prove ss wise as it was gallant,
We had all been reduced to 33 lbs.of baggege and to one i~
dea,that of getting home,sc even the most alluring way sta~
tion did not stop us, The remaining six, Scotts,Legers,
Asher & Thomas were flown to Caleoutta,and then sped on by
Amerlcan Express,by train,to Bombey in = desperate effort
to cateh s boat,of which there was a persistent rumor.

Suffice it to say that our hdpes - no one haus
lans — have not materialized,and we sre here for an in-
éo?!nite reriod, In case you have received word of our ca-—
ble to the Board from Calcutta:”Scotts,Logora,Ashor,Thanaa
homeward., Burr Bwa Chung,” you will be wondering about our
delay. This 1s an attempt to inform you,which may Or may
not be successful, patience during the uncertainty 1is
encouraged by the favorable circumstances which hesve so far
attended our progress in your direction. iné for the hope
set before us of reunion with you all,we can endure a good
deal, We have not been in danger,but it seemed best to
make s change of resldence for a while, Agnes and Roder-
ick have both had malaria here,but with these exceptions,
our sextette hes kept fit for travel.

To reduce expenses while we walt we six sre mov-
ing into the "Abbott House," an Americen Bosrd residence now
empty,ancd making there what shift we cen., MeClure has
gone on, Miss Tapley is still here,

In Caleutta I got in touch with Hazel Atwood,
who will work in our Madura Hospitsl for o while and she
gave me this pen fram your hand,which delights mine, We
have no idea of which coest we shall reach,but know 1t will
be on the land that heolds you,a land that 1s dear to us for
that reason end many others,tho! st times 1t seems remode.

There 1s much to be said,but doubtless it can
walt,as we must, Don't let my prospective arrival inter—
fere with your plans unnecessarily, For the first time in
fecing home,I have none.,

=l
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ith love to &1 of you in Imressur ble

funice “"hom. s

Fe3e Only 1) Xiss W lley left in she owu, ple
with the Tsuehs,en 2) ¥r,Merch planning
Hangchow University.

Rether sucden depcrture from shaoww B
of Foochow folke! rlans,

¢

if you recsive thils ~ passs on informatior

Strcet anc 150 Fiftn Avenue ~nd Agsociated Rocl
Collegeas, :
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October 21, 1944
Dear Miss Thomas:

Your letter of the 9th deserved a more immediate
angwer. Unfortunately it came just bafore a meeting of our Planning
Committee, which absorbed my attention for some time, and then I had
to leave town for a few days. A prompter acknowledgment would have
been a fairer guage of the pleasure it gave myself and those with whom
I shared its news.

In the meantime Miss Asher has dropped in for a brief
visit. I thought she was looking remarkably well for one who had come
out of wartime Fukien. It evidently does not necessarily take long
for a woman to ocatoh up with whatever it is that makes one a proper
part of the American seene. I wish she might have had somewhat more
favorable reports regarding the Scotts and the Ledgers. Roderick must
look rather shrunken from what she told me as compared with his appear-
ance when we orossed the Pacifie tegether in 1940. Neither Sam nor
Mabel were ever the sort who could shrink very much to advantage.

It was also & pleasure to have a glimpee of Mr. and
Mrs. MoClure when they were in town. I am not sure that my wife or
I had seen them sinee we traveled to Amerioa together in 1980, It
locks as if my aoquaintance with peeple in our Poochow Mission is
likely to inerease much faster here in New York than it ever had a
chanoe to in North China.

Please be sure to let us kuow when your plans have
matured enough to indicate the time of your trip east. Your letter
is quite indefinite on that point, and it may evem be that you will
have started before this reaches you. We shall be delighted to see
you whenever you Arrive.

Very sinecerely yours,

Miss Bunice Thomas
o/o F. A. Runnells
187 College Ave.,
Claremont, Californis
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June 19, 1945

Miss Eunice Thomas
HMountain Rest
Lithis, Massachusetts

Dear Miss Thomass

e have just had a letter from T. H. Cheng announcing
his arrival in Washington.

He says the State Department is already making arrange-
ments for his visiting tours and asks what suggestions or advice we have
to give. At the moment we don't have many, nor does Fverett Stowe. We
think of Harvard as a place where he would find ‘mapy specialists in his
own line and where contacts with Harvard-Yenching people would be helpful.
Fis own studies at Michigan would naturally make him want to spend some
time there. Stowe thinks he might De useful visiting several young people's

conferences, as a demonstration of the capacities and attainments, intollootnlliy.

of Chinese trained in our schools.

Fave you any concrete suggestions or advice to give him?
e do not know just how soon he will be coming to New York, but evidamtly
not for several days. FHe asks us to address him

/

o/b Mre. Ruth Guy
Division of Cultural Cooperation
Far Eastern Branch

Grant Building

17¢th and F Streets

Washington, D«Cs

He, and we also, will appreciate any ideas you may have ‘hichlvill help him
in making his plans. %

]

Very sincerely yours,

L




Miss Eunice Thomas
622 Test 113th Street
New York 25, N. Y.

Deer lfiss Thomess

At a recent meeting of the Ad Interim Committee of the
Plemning Committee it was decided to hold e meeting to discuss the
whole matter of women's education irn China in the future as it af-
fects the deliberations of the Flamming Committee.

We are anxious to have a full representation of those
interested in this important matier, and cordially invite you to
be present,

The agenda for this meeting will consist in pert of brief
stetements on the problems in women's educetion in the Christian
Colleges in post-war China that require the special attention of
the Planning Committee. We would like therefore to hawve presented
the point of view of the three different typee of women's colleges;
namely, the separate college for women, such as Hwa Nan end Ginlingj}
the woman's college which is a part of e university, for instence,
Yenching Woman's College and Cheeloojy and the coeducationel institu-
tion, such as Fukien or Nenking,

I know of no one better than yourself to give us a state-
ment on coeducation in the universities in China, Your experience
in Fukien and the conclusions thet you have drawn from that experi-
ence, will be of great walue as this meeting considers the whole
problem of women's education. May we count upon you to make such a
statement for us?t It does not meed to be long, not more than ten
ninutes, as we hope to have & good general discussion after the
statemshts have been presented,

This will be & dinner meeting and is being called for Thurs~
day, March 15th, at 5145 pems, in the Park Room of the Paritside Hotel,
18 Gramerey Park South, New York, H. Y.




Kindly let Mrs, W, Flumer Mlls, at the office of the
Chine Colleges, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, N, Y., Inow whether
or not you can attend, and if it will be possible for you to meke
the presentation that I have requested,

Bincerely yours,

lenry Pitney Van Dusen
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