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Mr. John G, Taloott
Paloottville
Connegt iout

Dear Mr. Taloott:

I want to express to you again my deep appreo-
iation for your reception to me yesterday, We are so glad
that you aocepted the election to be & co-gpted member of
ouwr Board of Trusteess Your long servioce in educational work
on the Board of Eduostion of the State of Connestiocut, and
your deep interest in the Christien nmovement in Chine, fits
you most excellently fer the service which we need, We are
quite sure that with the sontribution of yowr whsden and
Judgment, Fukien will go ahesd with greater progress than
before, although we sincerely bellwe, and probably with our
"prejudices,” we have already done much that is camendable,

It was also very grecious of you to take over
one of the urgent finaneisl meeds of owr University. Youwr
contribution of $1,000 per year, beginning with this one, for
a period of seven years, toward the support of our English
teacher, Miss Bunice Thomas, greatly strengthens our service
in that fleld, You can send the money in at any time, paysble
to the Treasurer of Fukien Christian University, at 150 Fifth
Averme, New York, N, Y.

Wesleyan University, at Middletown, Comn.,
has invited me to attend its Commencement exsroises on Sunday,
June 16th, at € oVclock, to eonfer on me the honorary degree
of Doctor of Letters, as an expression of appreciation for the
kind of work we have been dodng at Fukden Christian University.
If it 1s convenlent, I hope that you can be there at that time.
Enclosed herewith please find a ticket for that occasion. It
will be a great pleasure to see you there, if it is convenient
for you to come,

With kKindest regards,

Yours very falthfully,

CJL:HV
Enc,
Under separate cover - 1 copy Fukien catalog
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Japuary 11, 1937
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ll‘. J. 0. Tulcott
Talcotiville
Connecticut

My deer Mr, Talcotts

ile acknowledge with sincerest thanks
receipt of your check for $1,000 covering the
support of Miss Eunice Thomas for the fiscal
year 1936=~37. Our formel receipt is enclosed.

e are very sorry that you have been 111,
and hope that you have now fully recovered.

We are always grateful for your warm and
enerous interest in Fukien, and in all of our
istian higher educational progrem in China, We
look forward to having you with us at the msetings
of the Fukien Trustees and other China Colleges
groups this year,

Kith all good wishes, I am

Very sincerely youru,'




April 26, 1937

dr. John G, Talcott
Talcottvilile
Connecticut

Dear Ur, Talcotis

We are very sorry to learn that continued ill health is
likely to preveat your coming to the Annual Meetings of the Associated
Boards and of the Fukiem Trustees during the second week in May. You
have certainly been hawing & long siege of illness. We trust thut you
sre steadily improve, and thut in a few weeks more you will have fully
recovered your health and strength.

Obviously, we should not count on you to take any very direct
share in the activities of the members of the Assoeiunted Boards and of the
Fukien Board of Trustees here in the Metropolitan ares during the next few
week, DBut we would like at least to have the privilege of inecluding your
name among the sponsoring coumittee for our China Colleges activitles here
in the Metropolitan area during 4ay and Junee. The members of the Associated
Boards in the Boston ares have been doing very faithful work during the
last month or two, and we in the neighborhood of New York G4ty should not
do any lesse

Mre MeBrier's luncheon at the Bankers Club last week was a
very pleasant and successful affair, A4ll those who were present indicated
on cards like the enclosed the ways in which they will assist during the
next two months, I was asked to send thése cards to all members of the
Metropolitan group who could not be present at the luncheon, and to invite
their cooperstion in whatever way they can assists

As I have just said, we hope that you will at least serve as
& member of the sponsoring comnittee. If, a little later on, you can help
in any of the other ways indicated, we will be grateful,

With all good wishes for your rapid improvement in health,
I an

Very eordially yours,

Executive Secretary




December 22, 1937

Mr. John G. Talcott
Talcottville
Connecticut

Dear HMr. Talcotts

Thauk you mogt sincerely for your
generous contribution of 500 toward our China
Colleges Emergency Fund. Our formsl recelipt is
enclosed.

You will be glad to know that the
cempaign has gotten off to & good start and
thet we now have in sight approximately $100,000
toward our objective of $300,000, We will have
to reduce our activities somewhat during the next
ten days, but immediately after the holidays will
try to press ahead wvigorously towerd the comple-
tion of the fund.

#e hope that you are mow feeling quite
well sgain and that you will have a most enjoyable
holiday season.

Very sincerely yours,
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JOHN G. TALCOTT
TALCOTTVILLE
CONNECTICUT

June 13, 1935.

President C. J. Lin,
150 Fifth Avenue,
New York City,
My dear President Lin:
I greatly appreciate your
letter of the 6th, though I fear you have gver
estimated my value as trustee of Fykien Chriatian

University.

I am pleased that Wesleyan

University is to honor itself in conferring a

degree on President Lin. I thank you for
remembering me with tickets of admission - however
as 1 shall not be able to be present, I am return-
ing them.

Sincerely yours,

/,4/ 4/l




JOHN G. TALCOTT
TALCOTTVILLE
CONNECTICUT

My dear Dr. Garside:

Enclosed please check
for five hundred dollers for Fukien Christian
University in part payment of-my pledge for
support of Miss funice Thomas. ™ __
President Lin's letter of
November 19th is very instructive and shows his
fine spirit.

Si/;y/ / /Z/ ;




h‘o John G. Talcott
Talcottville
Connecticut

Dear Mr. Talcotts

Let me acknowledge with sincere appreciation
your check for $500 toward the support of Miss Bumice Thomas.
Qur formal receipt is enclosed. The continuation of your sup~
port of Miss Thomas is particularly appreciated this year,
whgef dollars are more valuable and more welcome than ever.

This week's mail brings a long letter from
Presideat Lin reporting in gemeral on the situation both at
the University and in the community at large. While the situa~
tion in Foochow for the last four or five months has been one
of constant umcertainty and tension, the educational work there
hags bean able to go forward in a relatively normsl way. If the
Japanese do not invade the province, the work of the second .
semester should likewise go forward without serious interruption.
If such an invasion should take place, the University is planning .
to transfer its work temporarily to the American Board property
in Shaowu, where it hopes that it might continue for a time with-
out molestation. A number of the matters in President Lin%s letter
will be reported to the Fukien Board of Trustees in due course,
and some of them will probably call for our consideration and
action.

In the hope that it may be possible for you to be
present at the annuel meetings of the Assoclated Boards and the
Fukien Board of Trustees in the first week in May, I am

Very sincerely yours,




Mr. John G. Talcott
Talcottville, Conne
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Dear Mr. Talocolls

Yt

I em greatly pleamsed to sackuowledge your letter
of May 19 enclosing $500,00 representing & payment on the
support for Miss Bunice Thomes at Fukien Christian Univer-
sity. Receipt is enclosed herewith. On behalf of the Univere
sity and the Board of Trustees permit me to thank you for
your continued interest in this very worthwhile project.

P N N 7 AR

Miss Thomms is doing remarkably well and, as you
know, Fukien is earrying on in e very unususl memnner. The
Provincial Government hes closed its own rural reconstruction
school end turmed the project over to Fukiem Christian Univer
sity together with its appropriation, feeling that the Univer-
sity is more capable of handling the project than could be dome
by the govermment, In meny similar ways, Fukien is making a
place for itself in Southern China, and we ell rejoice that it
is carrying on so noblye.

Very truly yours,




My, John G. Talcott
Talcottville, Connecticut

Dear Mr. Talcotis

A generous gift by the Rockefeller Foundation
has just brought us within $25,000 of our $300,000
objective in our Emergemcy Gampaign for the China _
Colleges. We are anxious to raise this final $254000 -
quickly = not only because the funds are so urgently
needed by the Colleges to close the fiscal year Jume ?’
30th, but also because our success would be & striking 248
demonstration of America's friendship for China at this 3

time of crisis.

The enclosed bulletin will give you more informa~ g

tion about this gift and the presemt status of the cam- =

s;ign. You will be interested tolmow thut the gift of :
2000 referred to in the second paragraph of the bulletin

was from one of owe Fukien trustees, Pr. Willisa Bamcroft

B, TR <
We are grateful for all the assistance you have given
us during the past year, and know that if there is amy fure

there add you can give the emergemcy committee during this
final effort you will be glad to give it.

Very sincerely yours,

Rational Chairman



Nr. John G« Talecott
Taloottville
Connectiout

Dear Mr. Taleotts

That two=line letter of yours dated Jamuary 30th
beginning "Enclosed please find check * + % gives us a
tremendous 1ift, It sdds sest to the day's work.

Yes, I know you are a good friemd of Dr. Lin and
devoted to Pukien Christian University, dut I want you to

know how your abiding interest in this work thoroughly stimm=
lates us who are in the midst of the work,

May the lLord grant a spiritual blessing far beyond
our poor powers to command,

Enclosed find reeeipt.

Very truly youres,

Ce A, BVANS




January 30,419
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Fukien Christian University,
150 Fifth Avenue, New York thy,
Gentlemen:
Enclosed please find check for five
hundre? dnllars on account of my pledge.

Sincerely,




FUKIEN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

Foochow, China

Office of the President November 19, 1937

Dro ‘Bo Ao Garside
150 Fifth Avenue
New York City

Dear Dr. Garside:

The Japanese forces have made advances on all the lines
in the North as well as getting control of Shmnghai. The Chinese have
expected all of this, as well as even worse things to come. We are
prepared to have all of the coastal provinces occupied by the Japanese
forces as the war goes on, but we will not let them have the same with-
out paying due price for it. China's final vietory will come when Japan
proves herself unable to keep the places she has occupied and collapse on
her excessive assertions and display of military prowess. And when we do
come back it will be truly the beginning of o new life for China, so the
Chinese anre neither afraid or discouraged over the recent military reverses.

The Japanese have started occupying an island, Ching Men,
outside of Amoy, and are trying to 1and forces on the mainland near Amoy.
So far, they have not been successful. Foochow continues to be quiet,
although we expect that some trouble will come sooner or later. Our
university has a fine spirit. Both the students and faculty are going along
in a normal mode of life as we have reported to you during the last few
weeks. We have sent a man to Shaowu to investigate the conditions of the
American Board property there and the possibilities of the future develop=
ment of agriculturcl extension sorvice. Tho man has not come back for a
full report yets When we have considered the conditions we may mako o plan
whieh may be submitted both to our Board of ianagers and Trustoos. We re=
ceived o cable sometime ago from the Amorican Board in Boston giving their
approval of our making use of their property in Shaowu,

From the cducational point of view tho present disaster moy
prove to be an opportunity for a fundomental reedjustment of Christian
higher education to China's noeds. We -hope that both the responsible people
here in this country and our friends abroad will seize thec opportunity and
mokec the best of ite

Yours sincercly,

C. J. LIN




JOHN G. TALCOTT
TALCOTTVILLE
CONNECTICUT

Mey 19, 1938.
d‘—c/(: %, 5/"7‘//3?/
Mr. B. A. Garside, Secretary,
Fukien Christien University,
150 Fifth avenue, New York,
My deser iir. Gardide:
Enclosed please find chneck

for $500.00 toward the suppost of Miss Eunice

Thomes.

Sincerely, /
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Mareh 21 1989

JOHN G. TALCOTT
TALCOTTVILLE
CONNECTICUT

Dr. B. A. Garside, ©ecretary,
Fukien Christien University,
150 Fifth £venue, New York
My dear Dr. Garside:
Keplied to your message as
f~1lows: "Could se= Pishop Gowdy between 10 and
12 A.M." This refers to the 2dth, and I can send
autrmnbile to fartford for him, if you will inform
me as to the place and time. It takes about

half an hour to drive out here.

[ shall be pleased to have

the priviJege of meeting Bishop Gowdy.

Sincerely,

pZze wird




JOHN G. TALCOTT
TALCOTTVILLE
CONNECTICUT

Fukien Christisn University,

150 Fifth Avenue, New York
Gentlemen:
Fnclosed rlease find check for $500.00
in pavment of the bslance of my pledge for the
school year.

Sincerely,

Lot £ Saledf




My, John Ge r‘mt
Talcottville
Connectiout

Deer Mr. Talocotts

Enclosed you will find receipt covering your check for
$500,00, enclosed in your letter of May 15th, representing the balw
ance of the payment toward the salary of Miss Eunice Thomas at
Fukien for 193839 fiscal year.

Bishop Gowdy was in the office after having seen you and
was enthusiastic over the opportunity he had of talking with you, as
he felt there were meny things in common which made the conversation
especially delightful.

All of the trustees and officers appreciate beyond expression
your help and support in carrying on this work, and I know thet Dr.
Ce Jo Lin is especially grateful.

With added thanks, I remein

Very truly yours,

CAE/B
ENC . ("Oeipt)
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Fukien Christian Educational Association ;
RUBY S8IA, General Secretary J. M. Tan, Aulstant‘ Secretary

—oe— Foochow, China. p——p—
Office Office

Pao Shu Yuan }'H »a E ‘f’ Fukien Christian University

Foochow, China Foochow, China.

Febn 1. 1935'
Desr Precss Lint

Your letter was Jjust circulated around several days
ago. e are very glad to learn that you and your f amily are keeping
along very well. We are &aiso very glad to hear the good news about
your suceessful work in America. Really, your success has greatly
encouraged every one of us. May God bless you and your whole famlly
go that you can have good health and mind to do: the valuable work
which you are undertaking.

This winter vacation may be called z marriage vacation. Filve FQU
men are married. Mr. Cheng Chung Fu, our Bilology assistant married
Miss L1 Min Chlnﬁ(/g'%ﬁ'f , the athletic director of en Shan Birle
school on Yan. 24, while Mr. Lin Kung Hsiang, one of our alumni,
married Miss Liu Teh Hui(#f&$.), a Wen Shan graduate, on Jan. 26.
Dr. Frencis Chen has jugt returned from ‘moy with his new bride
Miss Chen Chis Hsi(ﬁﬁi ), one of our freshmen, who did not come
last term. Yiss Shao Ching Tuan, one of Mr, Shao Ching Yuamn's sister
and one of our freshmen girls left for Canton with her new hmsbandg
Mr,., L1 Lal Yung, one of our alumni working at Lingndn University.
Dr. T. H. Cheng will marry Mise Chen Chia Chien({$4% ) on Feb. 9
When you come back in FPall, you will find that F Is full of
happy atmosphere.

Prof. Stowe, Dr. Sutton and Dr. W. Y. Chen left for Shanghal
a week ago. Prof. Stowe will travel in the East China under the
auspices of the National Religlious Education Assocliation, while
the latter two wlll come back soon after attending the Council of
Higher Education meeting. Prof. Farley also went to Shanghal a week
ago for the purpose of visliting mmst of the Christlan colleges in the
East China. n the campus, we have more than thirty students, so we
do not feel lonesome.

S1x students graduated in January. They are Messrsg. Chang Hsi
Hu, Chen Chen Fu, Chen Chu Chilang, Cheng Wen Lan, Liu Yu Lin, and
Teng Teun. Mr. Chen Chen Fu wlll work in our Blology department
next semester. Mr. Chen Chu Chlang will work as a chemist in the
Union Hospital, Foochow. Mr. Cheng VWen Lan will teseh in the Talmage
College. Mr. Teng Tsun has been asked go go back to Shouyu to be
the princicel of a primary shhool. Mr. Chang and Mr. Liu have not
yet found any Job.

The 0ld dining room 1e& being remodeled to be a soclal center.
Cffices for SCA and SGA are provided in the upstair, while rooms
for playing pin-pong and personal interviews are provided in the
downstalr. Temporarily, it 1s a very good student center because it
ig well sltuated. The swimming pool was completed.

Did you read anything about the military control of school
1life beginning from the Spring semester? It #as declded by the

I |3




(2) | TJ

Foochow principals' meeting that the military control must begin

from the first dey of next se mester. All students must wear uniforms
1in and outside the school. Student's freedom wéll be greatly restrict—
ed. This may bring a revolutionary change to our school life. Its
purpose 48 nforece rigld training on students. Of couse, many ninube
difficultiés,in enforcing it. But such tralning may help to correct
the present romentic and luxious life of students.

On more thing is being enforced by the government. All young
men except policemen or soldlers are compelled to work three days for
government without pay. Any one who e¢an not do the work must pay
to the government $1.50 for three days. One kind of work was already
gterted at Foochow, l.e. digging canals in the city. It seems to me
that this " 18 a good plam for solving a part oft he problem of un-
enployment end a lot of public things such as building public roade®
the like cen bé done. Otherwise, our government 1s too poor to
pay anything for public welfare.

g,

Several daysas I read an item of mews in the News Bulletin of
the Assoclation Byess by Miss Chen Wen Hslen. She sald that she weas
asked to Join the lecture group for sometime.

With best wishes to you and your famlly.

Very sincerely yours,

y Jy M. Tan.

Lo
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150 Fifth Avenue
"' Yor.k’ H. YO
April 2, 1936

Mr. Tang, Jen-Mei
Fukien Christian University
Foochow, China

Dear Jen-Mei:s

I wish to thank you for your several letters to me
with reperts of your werk and conditions in our University.

I have just written to Dean Chen about your coming
to America. There is no hurry for your caoming. If you stay at
FeCoU, a year longer, it will be mest convenient to yourself and
Dean Chen, The arrangement at Allegheny will be open for the
next few years; in faect it will be open as long as the present
president is there. I hope, however, that in the next few weeks
I may be able to make scme better arrangement for you for further
study in America, but I am net sure of the possibllity just now,

Some time ago you wrote me about a contribution to-
ward the family of Chang-hsien. I did not have time to go inte it.
If you cen wait & will do something when I get home next summer,

I have been terribly busy all of the time and can only write to
China on most urgent business,

I hope you will excuse me for not replying to your
good letters earlier. I certainly sppreciate your thought of
#B8- us here, and your ¥mulable contribution to F.C.U., and to
the Chris tian Educational Association. I follow very closely the
work of our staff members through the reports and letters from
F.C.U,

With best wishes,

Yours very sincerely,




Crozer Seminary,
Chester, Pa,,
July 3, 1937.

Mr. B. A, Garside, sl /57

150 Fifth Avenue ot 18 7’ A y o
New York City, N:,I."‘ggyfgv j“ bt

Dear Mr., Garside:
“J)

You may have heard that I.transferred from
Prew University to this Peminary in last Uecember. As I have
told you, I nave planned to do some graduate work in education.
As uUrew has no department of education, so I came here, although
I liked.very much. 'his seminary has a very satistactory
arrangement with the University of Pennsylvania so that a student
of thisseminary can do part-time work at the University. I am
now taking part-time work at this seminary and and part-time
work at the University. This arrangement 1s very ideal to me,
because, preparing mysell ror service in a Christian college,
I need some theological education in addition to the courses
of my major rieid.

inis summer, I am;. taking one course unaer
Dr. Jones., that is the Principle of Guidance. ‘the Personnel
work at Fukien Christian University is taken as a subject of
my special study. But I do not have any cata with me except
relying on my own memorg. ime is too short for me to ask
F. C. U. to send me siadtistics. Uoes your office have a copy
of the latest tnglish catalogue(may be 1955-1957)? If so, will
you please lend it me for a couple of weeks? Furthermore, do
you have the weekly balletins of F.C.U, for the last two years?
If so, t.ere were some statistics published in the bulletin.
If you can find them out and send them to me with the catalogue,
I would anpreciate very much your kindness,

Letters coming trom President Lin said that
Mr. Theodore Chen, the Dean of the University, was coming to
vnis country. He and his family shall be at Sam Franclsco on
the 18th, inst. lhey will spend the summer at the University of

Southern Calitornia.

With best wishes for & happy summer,
Sincerely yours,

R T

/




Crozer °O-inary.
Chester, Pa.
August’ 11, 1937,

Pk 3//4/; 7

Rev, B. A, Garside,

 Assoclated Boards for

Christian Collegee in China,
150 Fifth Avenue,

New York City, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Garside:

Under separate cover, I am sending back
to you the catalog and F. C. U. bulletine which you have
lent me. My subject for the term paper was 'A Critical
Study of the Personnel Work at F. C. U,' for which a mark
of 'A' was earned. As to the pamphlets published by the
China Christian Educational Association, since you have
extra coples, so I do not send them back. Thank you for
all the valuable help.

Have you heard anything from Mr. Teddy
Chen since his arrival? I wrote him one letter, but so far
no worlk has come as yet. I wonder whether my letter has
reached him.

My summer school work was over yesterday.
Now I am entirely #mee and shall stay in the campus for the
rest of the summer. Anything I can do for the Boards, please
just let me know.

Again with thanks and best wishes,

Very sincerely yours,

: C&Pf. R

Naags




CROZER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA

OFFICE OF
THE PRESIDENT

[t
Dr. B. A. Garside, i May 21, 1940.

150 Fifth Ave,,
New York City.
My dear Dr. Garside: -

On last Wednesday in New York I spoke to you
regarding the case of Mr. J. M. Tan, who has been with us at Crozer
for several years, taking the most of his work the last two years or
more at the University of Pennsylvania, where he has completed suce
cessfully all of his work for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy, with
the exception of his thesis, and even that has been prepared for pub=-
lication. Mr. Tan has been offered a professorship at Fukien Christian
University, and he is preparing to sail in the summer if he can pos-
sibly find the money to pay his passage.

Mr. Tan's salary at Foochow will be only $225,.
(Chinese currency) per month, which, at the present rate of exchange
will be barely more than $10. U. S. He has nothing saved up, and I
am wondering if the Trustees of Fukien Christian University cannot
do something to help the young man reach China. I am confident I can
secure half rate ticket for him across the American Continent, but
the total cost of his journey would probably be $150. to $175 U. S.,
even though he would go third class across the Pacific. I have not
made an accurate estimate, but I think our Seminary has put into Mr.

Tan's education not far from $2,000., because we believed in him so
thoroughly. However, we have never paid the traveling expenses of any
of the Oriental students, and I cannot ask the Seminary to do so in
this case., Is there not some way by which the Trustees of Fukien
Christian University can help him out?

It may be suggested that the school would ad=-
vance his passage money, to be repaid from his salary, but at the
present rate of exchange his entire salary for fifteen or eighteen
months might be required for that purpose. Moreover, he has the pro-
blem of the publication of his thesis. In this country this would
probably amount to $400. or $500. He could probably have it published
in China for one-fifth of that amount, but naturally he is anxious
to go back to China with his degree. Usually the University of Penn=
sylvania will grant the degree without the publication of the thesis
if a deposit of #400. or $500. is made with the school to insure later
publication. In the case of Mr. Tan a very extraordinary thing has
been done - he has been told that if a deposit of $200. can be made
by May 27 his degree would be awarded in June, and he will be permitted
to have his thesis published in China at the lower cost and the deposit
returned to him. But it is absolutely impossible for him to raise
the money so far as he can see. And again, our Seminary does not feel
it cam possibly meet such expenditures for students after having given
them scholarship aid for some years. If you see any way at all by
which you can help Mr. Tan I hope you will do so.

T am leaving almost at once for Atlantic City,
Hotel Dennis., Cordially yours, 2;;;2Z’ : y




Dr. J. H. Franklin

Hotel Dennis
Atlantic City, New Jersey

My dear Dr. Franklins

Your letter of May 21 to Mr. Garside, referring to Nr.
J. M. Tan, has been discussed by the Secretaries here in the office.

It is unfortunate that the date of May 27 is so near at
hand, as it makes it very difficult for us not only because we need
to get decisions from the necessary people who are away from New
York, but also because a cable to the field is imvolved. In order
to try to meet this emergemcy, we are taking the following steps:

A letter is being sent to the Executive Committee of the Fukiem Board,
requesting them to take two actionsi-

1. The sending of a cable to Preaident Lim, asking for
awthorization for the payment from the Sustaining Fund of the
amount necessary for passage.

2. MAn authorization by the Fukien Board to advamce the
money necessary for the deposit on the thegia,~be-be'repaid when
the thesis is published, and subject the evemtual approval of
the President of the University.

By this method we hope to secure authorization to make the
deposit before May 27, and later to receive permissiom by cable for
the payment of the passage money and the final authoriszation for the
payment to the University of Pemnnsylvania. We hope that this procedure
will produce results that will meet the emergency.

I presume that the payment to the University of Pemmsylvania
can be made direct if we are advised as to where the momey is to be semt,
and to whom the check is to be made payable. Can you supply us with
this information?

Sincerely yours,

Secretary
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Fukien Christian University
Shaowu, Fukien, China
June, 1941

Dear Friends in America:

Ever since my return to China, I have been thinking of writing to every-
one of you personally. On account of the limitation of time and the high cost of
postage, however, my desire cannot be realized. I am, therefore, taking advantage
of the service of our Board in America to forward this letter to you in mimeographed
Lorme

I am glad to tell you that in spite of all the difficulties in connection
with my return journey last year from the States to Shaowu, the location of this
college, is a very happy one. Quite a large group of Chinese students from various
parts of China representing all kinds of educational institutions came back on the
same boat, S. S. President Coolidge, with their advanced training in the States. So
far as I know, each one of them has reached his or her destination in safety and is
now working for the reconstruction of China.

Fukien Christian University with which I am connected is an inter-denomi~
national Christian institution of higher learning in Fukien, which is the main
source of secondary school teachers and educational administrators in the province.
Tn the past twenty-five years, it has developed from a very small college to a
~niversity with three colleges and ten departments with about three hundred students
and more than seventy faculty and staff members. As a result of the increasing con-
tributions made by its graduates both to the church and to society in general and
the intermal strengthening of its faculty and equipment, the institution has evolved
from a provincial university to a national one attracting students from all the
neighboring provinces such as Kwangtung, Chekiang, Kiangsi, Anhwei, Kiangsu, and so
forthe.

Accompanying the growth of the university there have arisen many new neodse
First, tho onlargement of the faculty and the staff brings about the problom of
maintaining their traditional solidarity which so far is still quite good. Tho
botter offers of governmental institutions and the appalling rise in the cost of
living have made it difficult to secure or retain competent persons with Christian
backgrounds If wo in the futurc fail to got the right persons to staff our collego,
the solidarity of the faculty will be affected. Socondly, the inercase of students
coming from govermment high schools may gradually thin out tho Christian character
of tho collogo unloss we can got capable Christian teachors for our colloge.
Thirdly, the fall of Foochow and its neighboring districtes in tho lattor part of
April, from whieh many of our studonts havo ecome, has crcated an impending nocod for
relicf for thoso students whoso hames are affocted. Without substantial help thoy
will bo compelled to drop out of school noxt fall becauso of finaneial reasonse.

In addition to tho necds of our college, there arc urgent noods resulting
from tho pouring in of thousands of refugees and refugoe students into Shaowu. Many
of them have fled without bringing anything with thom. Ono oxomple will illustratec
tho courage of thesc rofugeo students. Tho first group of them arrived at our
campus with a boy of fourteen yoars of ago. He followed the growp walking more than
two hundred miles in oight days with o bundle of clothing and o few cattios of rico
on his backe Such o spirit as this doserves our admirationm, encouragement, and
holp. Thoir nceds arc vory urgent; and we are doing our bost to assist them. In
short, tho noods of tho college internally and thosc of the socioty outsido tho cam-
pus aro manye You as one of the many great friends of China who helpod her in ono
way or another will bo interestod in knowing this situation. In casc you or your
frionds woant to know more, I will be morc than happy to supply you with furthor
information.
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In general the spirit of the people is still good. On the other hand
the continuous increase in the cost of all daily necessities from three to more
than ten times pre-war prices has made life very difficult for everybody, the sala-
ried class in particular. For example, the average monthly salary of a professor
in this institution is not more than US $12.00, while a pair of shoes costs more
than US $2.00. It is an embarrassing task for a professor to maintain a family of
four or even two. The situation for those with lower salaries is of course still
more difficult. In the long run this situation, unless improved, will eventually
affect the spirit of the people.

You may have heard that the Chinese translation of the word ®crisis", is
wel-chi or "danger-opportunity"™. From our Christian point of view it is wrong to
look at the situation from its danger side alone. It is more important to see it
from the angle of opportunity arising therefrom. No doubt this is a great oppor-
tunity for the rejuvenation of China, especially for the development of the Chris-
tian movement in this vast country. We could hardly find a better period with the
attitude of government leaders so favorable toward and so appreciative of Christian
activities, be they evangelistic, educational, medical or social. The minds of
Chinese youth are searching for something worthwhile. What better soil could we
find for our Christian message! The attitude of the masses is very favorable toward
the Christian gospel as a result of the relief work and other activities carried on
ty Christian institutions. The trust of our government leaders in Christian people
including the missionaries has been manifested in various ways. There is a great
opportunity for Christianizing China in this period. It is my hope that American
Christian firiends will continue to contribute generously to this saving task as they
have been doing.

I am fully conscious that what is happening in Europe is occupying the
front pages of your papers and magazines. Under such circumstances it is quite
natural that your attention is drawn to Europe. Nevertheless I trust you understand
that the struggle in China is as important as, if not more important than, the
European struggle, either from the standpoint of strengthening the Christian move-

ent or the preservation of democracy. America, Britain, and China are the three
main fortresses of democracy.

With kindest regards,

(Sgd.) J. M. Tan
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' The Gelebration of Christmas at Fukien Christian University
wlebration 1941 ., Datversity (1741)
GooA
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Fukien Christian M% Garistian
past tweaty-five yelirs, It has been endeavo “bring t!
to Chinese youth am? to disseminate the Goon News among
In order to realize this purposs, the Christmas sedson p ' 2 wel
Our Christmas celebraticlis“have been full of vitality ant-glarnesss ~Atth
progrmas have be¥a provideN to express our joy im:honoring ‘our om, to
faith in Him, awA 4% remind.us of our vespSn#ibility im earrylag out His-
Bspecially &t this dark moment of the:world's histery; there 1w erylng
cheerful an? encourfiging message to save us from the Aeep ochan of Aespair. It was
with this backgiround that umﬁuunsurntwmci-pw’!fm; 1941,

. OurvAlmese<In @Afition to”the:geleral n.n;::m
the gelebration of the 1941 Ghristmas was Aesigne to serve two
(1; !! m;ﬂﬁ‘ the loyalty of the Christian members  comn
ant (2) to stimllte the inferests of
The latter point Aeserves a special”explanatih.

' Wnile ¥t Podechow, Fukien Ohristisn University was.
provincial institution’Arawing its stutents mostly from the Chris “seconA
in Fukien. But sinee ofir migration to Shaowu the institution has gradually a:
'a national character and has begum to utcm-»z-m;tm' frem all the provinces
'{n Southeast China,™ Nost of these youths from the other provinces come from a non-
Christian background. How t% assimilate them am how to make them become interestet
in Ohristianity has prefentes a freat challenge to us. The faculty Religious
Activities Go:ti'ﬂ‘nim the Student Christian Association”hu¥e besn emteavoring to
to make every religious festival interesting, reliffious, and etueational in omer to
stimulate the interest of these non-Christian stulents 1w’ Christianity.” One of the
t#$ main purposes of the Christmas colebration of this year was Aireeted toward that

enA,
%

Our program----Our program covering two entire wseks was as follows:

"ec. 16 (Tues) 8950 aum. OChapel, - "Christmas Story™
18 (Thurs) 8550 a.m. Chapel,- "Christwas Story '
20 (Sat ) 8950 a.m. Chapel,~ Special Ohristmas Music Service
21 (Sun ) 9100 a.m. East Gate Church--Joint Christmas
: Service (F.C.U., Foochow”College,
» Wen Shan Oirls School an? other schools)
6100 p.m, Pagesimt ~ ~ '
22 2!- ) 8150 a.m. OConvoeation,-Special Christmas Program
23 (Tut¥s) 8300 pem. Christmas Party for Workmen
24 (Wor ) 6130 p.i. Cafirlelight Carol Service
MiAnight Caroling
25 (Thurs) 1300 p.m. Open House
3300 p.. Christmas for War Orphans
6330 pem. Community Christmas Party - program by
Nept. Clubs; exchange of gifts.
28 (Sun) 2800 p.m. Faculty Christas Party - program by
faculty chilAren.
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The Celebration of Christmas at Fukien Christian University (1941)
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Al'inﬁiclhfﬁh‘/tho first week was introtuctofy”or preparatory.
The chapel services were Aevoted to telling Christmas stories and Aescribing the
Christmas customs of other countries, one to a special Christmas music sSrvice. Then
came & joinY celebyation in which all the Christian schools in Shaowu and the churech
participatet. Th most Inspir ~“anA entertaining parts of the“entire program wore
the Christmas t the ¢ ight earol service. In order to attract the
atténtion of th non-Christish stutents a univérsity convocation which all the
stutents attentd? was utilized “for a quchl adqress on the meaning of Christmas.
[ 4 ! / / %
ci(h.;,ﬁ\,ﬁu important gnt significant features of the Christmas
celebration was utidization of this occasion to raise money to help the neely

[} “#in ‘Foo . It has been t¥e custom at Fukien Christian
posple ia M- S Iq W 4 Ahie eomeeid N7 Yo use the Tunis thus

i4w 11 PChmd S ab
l-’““g ¥or charity. This“y e total amount receive¥ came to more than $800.
It“was use?! to h®lp the OlA PSoples' Nome, prisoners, and war orphans in Shaowu,
an? the Boys' an? Girls' BlinAd Schools inh Fooehow.

“ For the purpose of a general”celebration, a eommunity Christmas
party wa¥ held on the evening of Ch¥istmas Aay in which the Aepartmental clubs
furnishe? the program”“which incluted the exchange of gifts. Finally, the”Christmas
celebratfon was close? with a faculty party in which all the faculty children
presente? the program,

. oy The Christmas celebration is a part of our nn¢1+- progriim. It
is 4esigne? to preserve the good Christian heritage of the institution ant to
maintain the religious 1ife of the community. In celebrating the Christias of 1941
we were brought to a clefrer recognitfon of the urgent needs of the worla for the
messaze of our SavioF and to a new endeavor to cooperate with all the “hristian
agencies in the world in earrying out the commission which He has given uss

"Go and make Aisciples of @ll nations, baptizing them in

the name of the Father and the Son afid the Holy SPirit, amt
tefiching them to obey all the cormants I have laid on you.
AnA &11 the time I will be with you, to the very en? of the
worlA."

Jon-mei Tan
Chairman of the Religious
Activities Cormittee
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